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I N T R O D  U C T I O N .
n p  H  E fituation o f  Britain prefents, at this period, 

an awful fpe&acle to the world. T h e  defe& ion  
o f  her colcnies ; the difcentents and diftreffes o f  a va­
luable appendant kingdom ; a dangerous war with the 
houfe o f  Bourbon, cafl: a mournful gloom  over the 
brighinefs o f  her former proiperity.

I f  thefe misfortunes have originated in a rafh im po­
lic y , they m ay ftill poflibly be retrieved, by a courfe o f  
moderation and juftice. A  generous and beneficent 
fpirit ought to direct our councils, and baniih every  
contracted, fordid meafure o f  policy , w h ich  did not 
comprehend the welfare o f  the whole empire.

T h e  kingdom o f  Ireland has firuggled for near a 
century, under the iron rod o f  commercial oppreffion. 
The narrow illiberal temper o f  the trader, feemed to  

have reached and. fubdued the wifdom  o f  the ftate. In - 
ftead o f  beholding Ireland in the light o f  a partner and 
fiiend , the ruin o f  that kingdom, in the eye o f  mer­
cantile avarice, appears to have been confidered as the 
deitruftion o f  a dangerous rival.

T h e  reftn& ions o f  Britain, co-operating with va­
rious caufes, have at length produced what had Lx*en 
long apprehended, a national bankruptcy in Ireland. 
T h e  inhabitants have dilcovered, in  this defperate fitu­
ation, a ip int, which a feries o f  uniform injury had 
*«ver aroufed.

Religious
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Religious prejudices caufed animofity and diiiien- 

fion. Religious incapacities gave the Roman Catholics 
fcarcely any iritereft in the profperlty o f the kingdom. 
T h e Proteftant beheld the Roman Catholic with 
appreheniion and diftruit ; the latter murmured at pri­
vileges he was not permitted to enjoy.

T h e  refolutions o f the laft feiTions in Ireland, rcfloi*- 
ing fome o f the rights o f  humanity to the Roman Ca­
tholics, have contributed to eftablifh a broad and fo- 
lid bafis for national unanimity. T h e fortunes of all 
religious perfuafions are now embarked in the fame 
cauie. T h e  cloud o f prejudice diffipates_ before the 
riling day o f concord and harmony.

T h is  is the true fpririg o f that firmnefs, and o f that 
which having given birth to military and pa­

triotic affiliations, from their novelty and unexpec­
ted appearance in that kingdom, have excited the 
attention and admiration o f  this country, and all 
Europe.

T his is an effefit, which was ripening under the in ­
fluence of a benignant union o f intereils, and which 
the national calamity has only anticipated.

T h e  Iriíh parliament, after a long night o f fervility 
and venal acquiefcence, feem to have caught a portion 
o f the fpirit which pervades the people.

A  free and unlimited trade is the right which their 
parliament have befought o f his Majefty in their ad-
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drefs, T h ey  have folem nly declared, that n o t h i n -  ]efs 
can preferve the kingdom from abfolute ruin.

T in s is a requeft which comes in a ill ape o f  too 
much importance to be raihly denied. W hat is the
o je ftio n  w hich the E nglifh  manufa&urer can offer 
to  tins falutary meafure f T h e  on ly one which the

' U n fe e l i n S  P a r t i f a n  o f  m onopoly and injufticc 
can m ention, is the inequality o f  taxation. T o  this 
. ,JlaI1 endeavour to g ive an anfwer. F irft, the reft ric- 

t ons under which Ireland complains, were not founded 
upon any iud i pretence ; they originated in a fe l f i l l i  

mercantile difpofition, which impofed the fetters w ith ­
out prefenbm g any terms by w hich the Irifh might be 
ett liee. Secondly, T h e  kingdom is in  aftate o f  national 

•m private bankruptcy. T h e  taxes are no longerproduc- 
t i \e  an unconfined trade, a commerce open and liberal 
as the day, is the laft and only remedy which can be ad- 
miniftered to a periihing country. But is this a time 
to  impofe new taxes, when the nation ha s  funk under 
t ic preffure o f  the old ? Com m erce then muft precede 
taxation. T hird ly , W hat is the criterion o f  this equa­
lity  . W hat is the tribunal appointed for i t ’s alcertain- 
m ent ? Is it the parliament o f  Ireland— o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
■Britain, who are t o  determine on i t ’s b o u n d s  ? I f  Ire­
land waits for relief, untill gencrofity a n d  juftice is
united with a mercantile fpirit, flic will periih in mak- 
Jng  the experiment. ’

It is not hum anity and juftice, which enn be 
p caded always with iucceis againft a fordid mercenary 
aifpoiition. It is in the policy,, the ueceiuty o f  this 
meafure, that the inhabitants o f  Ireland muft confide.

T he



T h e parliament o f Britain will not, I apprehend, be 
infeniible to t h e  calamities o f an important king om. 
T h ey  w ill not be fo impolitic as to convert the iharp- 
pefs o f difirefs into reientment and deipair. j ney 
ought therefore to give all that their juilice can beftow.

Happy time when Britain w ill no longer appear the 
bane o f Iriíh property, but the guardian o f her fortune. 
W hen ihe w ill be bound to this country, in an tnc i .o 
luble con n eâ ion , founded upon efteem, gratitude, an
mutual intereil.

O n the eve o f a revolution, in the great commeicial 
policy o f Britain towards Ireland, I have thought it 
might be o f fomc uie, to give a view o f the ftate ot 
commerce in that country. 1 h a v e  written with im ­
partiality, and with a defire to ferve the general inte­
rd is o f  the empire ; and thefe are the diipofitions I pr­
ier as an atonement for my defefís.

( viii )
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V . I E w
O F  T H E

P R E S E N T  S T A T E
O  F

I R E L A N D .

O f the Dépendance of Ireland, on the Crown 
o f Great Britain.

.  ,

" O R  I T  A I N ,  in impofing commercial reftric- 
* *  tion on Ireland, has founded the exercife 

o f  this power on fuppofed rights, arifing from 

Conqueft and colonization. T h e  con d u d  o f  this 
country ought to be juftified, in this extraor­
dinary exertion, on two principles, viz. ju il ice  
and policy ; before one free nation ihould lhackic 
and bind another, it ihould be certain o f  the 
right ; and if this could be eftablilhed, its exercife 
ought next to be proved expedient.

T o  give the right of conqueft efficacy, it 
ihould indifpenfably poiTefs three qualities. Ic 
Ihould not be a wanton and unprovoked attaclc 
upon a country -, otherwife it becomes a robbery 
— an invafion o f  the rights o f  mankind, inftead o f

B - • being
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being the acquifition o f  any right. It ihould be 
an abfolute and complété conqueft, and not partial 
or confined. T h e  effecting o f  a fcttlement in a 
country is very different from its final fubduc- 
t io n .------ And laftly, it (hould not be releafed.

H ow  far thefe qualities fubfift in the dominion 

which Great Britain has claimed over Ireland, Í 
ihall attempt to illuftratr, by a concife abitra£t 
from the hiftory of the refpeftive countries.

England, influenced by the di&ates o f  an un* 
juftifiable ambition, attained her firft eftabliíh'- 
ment in Ireland, by fuppórting a * weak and 
tyrannical prince. Divided by the number o f  it’s 
independant and petty princes; diftraóted by in- 
teftine feuds, the Iriih made little refinance a- 
gainft the intrepidity and military fuiil o f  the 
Engliih. T h e  immenfe force with which Henry 
the II. in perfon, afterwards, invaded the king­
dom, terrified the Iiiïh princes imo an oath o f  
fealty and allegiance.

It had been the policy o f  the Iriih princes up­
on many oecafions, to pra&ife a political fub- 
rniifion, wben they either wiihed to avert the 
horrors o f  war, or thought refinance impracti­
cable.— T h u s  when the king o f  Norway fent his 
ftioes to one of  the king's o f  Ireland, requiring 
him to garry them round his palace ; the pru­
dent prince complied : he did not put this little 
meafure o f  difgrace to his own perfon in com­

petition

» Dermod king #f Ltinfter, exçtllsd from Ireland far com­
mitting a rap«, '
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petition with the fafety and welfare o f  the 
kingdom.

Whatever right England might have acquir­

ed, by th isu n ju ft  invafion, and her fubfequent 

fetflement in the kingdom, appears to me, t a  
have been renounced, by making John Earl o# 

M oiton, the king’ s, youngeft ion, independent 

lord o f  Ireland. T h e  appointment* o f  a princd 
to govern a country, may poffibly be in that in- 
itance, an exercii'e o f  iovtreignty or dominion, 

but i f  it is granted without refervation, it is «g 

pure allodial gift, and releafcs every future claim.
 ̂ 1  hat John received and enjoyed this abfolutc 

gift ,  is evident from thefe circum&ancek In tho 
year 118 7 ,  Cardinal Octaviance, and the Biihoj* 
oi  Coventry landed in England, with a legantine 

power, from Pope Urban, to a-own Earl Johd.
I he blind fuperftition o f  theJe times,, would not 

permit this ceremony of inveftiture, without 
the conlent of the Pope. H enry,  however, being 
embarraJTcd by his Norman dominions, was obli* 
ged to poitpone the coronation.

After  the death o f  king H enry, * during thô 
reign o f  Richard the I. John continued to1 ruld 
in Ireland, eiéerciíing every  a<5t o f  ibvereignity!; 
H e  even granted, in his ow n 1 name, a M agna 
Charta t o ’Ireland,

Ireland might - thus have continued an in­
dependant kingdom, and. his pofterity might 
have reigned in it to this day, if  on the'death o f  
i&ehardj he had not, in exclufion o f  Arthur,  the-

ÍOn



fon o f  Geoffry his elder brother, frized on the 
throne of  England. T h e  acceffion of Jchn, to 
the crown o f  England, will never re éftabliíh the 
right o f  conqueft, if it ever pojTcíTed any ex^ft- 
arice; i f  his claim to England was founded 
on inheritance, his fucceiîîon could not on any 
principle, alter or fubvert the indépendance of  

Ireland -, if  it was a right of violence; the crown 
o f  England was acquired by force or conqueft, 
and that by an Iriih prince. T h e  inference from 
this event, would in this cafe entirely revei ie die

proportion,
Hiftory abounds with inftances fimilar to this

difpofal o f  Ireland by Henry the II. Charles the
X I I .  releafed the right o f  .conqueft he had
gained over Poland, by conferring the crown of
that kingdom on Staniflaus. Sweden at this
day, entertains no ilde claim over that country
by a remembrace of  her conqueft. It has been
the ambition and policy o f  the courts o f  France
and Spain, in various inftances, to acquire fove-
reignities for their younger fons ; when they
have effected thefe eftablilhments, we have never
heard of  thofe crownsclaiminga dominion over the
countries which have received them for fovereigns.
j Thus it manifeftly appears, that the invafioB
o f  Ireland, was an a d  of the hjgheft injuftice j *

• that*>• . »

*  Stowe mentions, that the Pope bellowed the kingdom  of 

Ireland upon Henry the I I .  on condition that he w ould re-efta- 
Wiih the chriilian faith, and talcing efyecial .care that every houff 
iliould pay St. Peter's penny : at this day, it is to be prefumed, 

littíe regard w ill  be paid to this pious giant»

( 4  )



that altho? the Iriih accepted o f  an Engliih prince 
to govern them, this circumftance is not always 
a fign o f  conqueft. — And laftlv, that the right 
o f  England was abfolutely, and without relerve, 

diipofcd o f  to this foyereign, J  whom the Iriih 

obeyed.
T h e  right flowing from colonization, is equal­

ly defective : and here we have an opportunity 
o f  remarking more ftrongly, upon the partial 

and confined conqueft o f  Ireland. W h en  colo­
nization is called in, to iupport the claim ot do­
minion, it neceiTarily prefumes, that conqueft 
is incomplete. |] For i f  Ireland was conquered, 
the right o f  conqyeft § is the moft abiolute that 
can be acquired. It would have been, therefore, 
nugatory to haye recourle to colonization,  ̂ to 
jupply the defect o f  conqueft, when colonization 
itfelf will not warrant the power which is claim­
ed. T h e  right o f  colonization cannot be e x ­

tended farther than the colonies. T h e  Engliih 
feulements on the coafts o f  America and Indi*, 
>vere never luppofed to bind the natives o f  thefe

immenfc

\  T h e  Jcin^s o f  Epglancj were called lords ot  Ire land , till 

reign o f  H enry  the V I I I .  after his quarrel w ith  the Pope.
|| Blackitone. vol. I .  page 10e, founds tjie r ig h t  oi E n g la n d  

upon conqueft and colonization.
§ § ir  John D a v is  in his bo o k , entit led  R eafons w h y  Ireland 

w as  never conquered, ihews that the native Ir iih , in the reign q f  
E d w a rd  the I V .  w ere entirely  w ith ou t the protection o f  the E n g -  

lifh la w , and that it w as net deemed m urder to k i l l  them- He 
f te w s  that the E n g liih  colonizers were a fe pa rate people in their g o ­

vernm ent and la w s  until the reign  o f  queen E jiiabeth .

( 5 )
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immenfe countries. Whatever may be the 
meafure o f  obligation due to the parent ftate, 
for the nurture and prote&ion lhe affords to 
her infant colonies, her claim cannot on any 
principle o f  juftice, be ftretched to the country 

large, where they are permitted to refide.

I have attempted to give the outline ofthi* 
argument, but let us grant the advocates for En- 
üfh dominion all they vviih. L et  us imagine 
that the war carried into Ireland by Henry the 
II. was founded on the ftri&eft juftice*— T h a t  
the people o f  Ireland were collectively iubdued,* 
and that the confequent rigfitsof England, were 
never relinquiflied. T h e  end o f  conqueft is 
prefervation and ufe, J  and not deftruftion ; it is 
o f  little importance to a captive, fhould his life 
be fparedin battle, i f  he is afterwards manacled 
and denied the means o f  exiftence.

T h e  interefts and rights o f  Ireland were •- 
maintained with great ardour and fuccefs by Sir 
William Molyneux. j“ This public queftion was

debated

*  Blackftone vo l. I . page 199, denies the Norman right o f  con- 

«fseft ; the v i& o ry  o f  W ill ia m , he obferves, was not over the 

Nation c o l le a iv t fy ,  bu t o n ly  over the perfon o f  H arold. T h e  o n ly  
l i g h t  lie acquired w as to the C ro w n  o f  E n g lan d , and not to alter 
the G overm nent.

I  T h e  injurious policy o f  BHtain towards Ireland is diffufed 
throughout the remaining eflays.

•f* T. his gentleman came over to E n glan d , previous to th* 

p ublication ‘oF h is  book, upon this fiib jeft, to confult the cele­
brated M r .  L o ck e , that able afi'ertor o f  lîberjty, approved o f  th£ 

performance, and encouraged him in-it-t profeeution*
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debated with a fpirit and warmth which nitcrÀt. 
ed the nation. Parliament thought proper at 
laft to incerfere, and by an aft made in the 

fixth o f  George the I. it was declared, “  that 

Ireland is, and o f  right ought to be, fubordinate 

to, and dependant upon the imperial crown o f  
Great Britain ; and that parliament hath power to 
make laws to bind the people o f  Ireland.”

A  declaratory law will not create a right, 
which had no antecedent exiftence. But here 
we rruft bow with refpeftful deference to au­

thority. Between nations, there is no ar­
biter o f  dominion but the fword. From  an ap­
peal o f  this melancholy kind, I turn my eyes 
with abhorrence. A  whole people are more 
patient o f  fu ff  ranee, than prompt to avenge. 
T h e  misfortunes o f  Britain, and the calamities o f
America, will prove an ufeful monitor to both 
countries.

T h e  fituation or Ireland will fiever excite hejr 
to.rebellion *  by the vain hope o f  giving birth to 
the grandeur o f  a rifing empire. T h e  territory 

o f  America, and the velocity o f  her population, 
turned the eyes o f  mankind to that sera, when 
by a gentle effort, Ihe fhould ftand difengaged 
from the ihackles o f  dependence.

O n

*  N othing  bu t the perfevering injuftice o f  B ritain  can deftroy die 

a trw h m tn t*  and lo y a lty  o f  the inhabitants o f  Ireland.



O n  th e  contrary , th e  fa ll of' B ritain  'would, 
p ro d u ce  the m o u rn fu l ex ch a n g e  o f  an im p e rfe ft  
lib e r ty , for  an a b fo lu te  tyran n y .*  T h e  murmurs 
o f  ill.r eq u ite d  fr ien d íh ip , w o u ld  be co n v erted  
in to  the a b je d  m eek n efs o f  a trem b lin g  flave.

Ireland m u ft th en  be co n ten t w ith  th e co n d i­
tion  o f  a p ro v in ce  o f  F ran ce  or S p a in , or i f  in the, 
ftru g g le s  o f  B ou rb on  greatn efs, by a fu rp r iz in g  
p h æ n o m e n o n , ih e ih o u ld  be declared in d ep en ­
d en t -, w ith o u t co lo n ie s , w ith o u t fore ign  fe ttle -  
m en ts, w ith o u t force to  guard  her co m m erce , 
or preferve h erfe lf from  in fu lt, ih e m ig h t rem ain, 
fo r a  few  years in this (la te  o f  trem b lin g  e x i i l -  
a n ce , u n til wearied w ith  her fitu ation , file chear- 
fu lly  threw  h e i ie l f  in to  the arm s o f  the firft great 
p o w er that w o u ld  u ndertake her p ro tection .

O f the Commerce of Ireland.

IR E L A N D  has been  a fa te llite  attendant upon  
the fuperior orb  o f  B rita in . W o u ld  to  

H ea v en  ! that the latter refk & ed  b a ck  a p ortion  
o f  the fp lendor fhe has fo  lib era lly  rece ived  from  
th a t u n fortu n ate k in g d o m .

E n g la n d , r y k d  b y  a p r in c ip le  .o f  com m erce,
has en d eavou red  to  turn  a ll her dep end encies\ and

*  Ireland I ap-pvehend w ould  receive from France a nâtional li- 

Vcrtÿ  o f  commerce, w ith the miferabJe i l l o y  o f  individual flay cry



and polîefiions into this channel o f  her greatnefs. 
She planted colonies in climes, where the qua­

lity o f  their produces would afford a reciprocal 
advantage in the exchange o f  their commodities* 
B ut  Aie ihould have coníiderd, that Nature, in 
giving Ireland a foil and climate fimilar to her 
own, had eítabliílied an eternal barrier againft 

this policy. She ihould have obferved, that 
Ireland, from fuuation, ought to have formed 
part oi her agregate empire in Europe. Inftead 

o f  holding an opprefled and impoveriihed king- 
dom in her orbit by the precarious chain o f  

pow er;  íhe íhould have attracted it by the 
ties o f  afft&ion, gratitude,and mutual advantage. 
A  ccnduét o f  this kind would have rivetted that 
kingdom in firmer bonds tfian the incorpora­

tion o f  Parliaments. Ireland rendered happy, 
would be lcya!— enjoying the rights o f  com ­

merce would become ftrong, and thus would 

form oneN?f the principal pillars in fupporting 
the Britifli Empire.

T h e  arms o f  Ireland have been employed in 
promoting the commerce and extending the d o ­
minion o f  Great Britain. She hath fought for 
her on the torrid coaft o f  A fr ica— íhe hath af- 
filled in making the Britifli name glorious in the 
E a i i— (lie hath lent her ftrength in fupporting 
the right o f  Britain in America, againft the 
French. Y e t  what has been the extent o f  h^r 
commerce ? Favoured by Heaven witlvevery

C  natural
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natural advantage to command the raoft extent 
five trade, in what a miferable circle o f  traffic 
hath ihe been circumfcribed ? From A f u  and 
Africa ihe hath been totally precluded— with 
America and the Weft Indies curbed and re- 
ftrained in almoft every valuable article o f  im­
portation or exportation — the fame reftrictions 
have been extended to her commerce with every 

country in Europe.
England hath turned every valuable export of 

Ireland into her own hands, and ihe hath not 
permitted her to receive tea, fugar, tobacco, 
indigo, rice, coffee, and a multitude o f  other 
weighty articles, but from herfelf, and at the 
price ihe thought proper to impofe.

In examining the policy o f  this general and 
unexampled monopoly, it has been aptly fug- 
gefted, that i f  the trade o f  Europe confifted o f  
twenty parts, and Ireland gained*one part, there 
would be an equal lofs o f  one-twentieth to the 
commercial countries o f  Europe. Now, i f  
Britain poiTeiTed four parts, it follows,, that 
four fifths o f  the lofs arifing from the increafed 
commerce o f  Ireland would be fuftained by fo­
reign countries. Thus France would feel fe- 
feverely in her woollen manufa&ures ; and i f  
the gain o f  Ireland is the eventual acquifition o f  
this country, England would gain four-fifths o f  
her own ftock at the expence o f  the reft of  
Europe.

Having

( IO )
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H avin g  thus taken a general view o f  the trade 

o f  Ireland, I fhall endeavour to confider it in de-, 

tail, in the following order ; firit o f  .the exports 
of Ireland, and afterwards o f  the imports*

O f  the firft I fhall make the following dif- 
tinilion— T h e  articles that are exported, and 
fome of  thofe that ought to be exported. A n d  
firft o f  the linen manufacture*

H E  linen * trade is xheprincipal pillar oflr i lh
commerce. In lefs than eighty years, the 

induftry c f  one pjovin.cc o f  the kingdom, com^ 

poftd chiefly o f  Pre/by ter i ans, carried this 

manufacture almoit to the laft ftage o f  perfec­
tion. A t  the begining o f  the prelent century, 
the amount o f  the exportation o f  linen from Ire­
land, did not exceed fix thpuland pounds, and it 

has proceeded forward in a rapid progrcfiion,

*  W h e n  Ireland, in the b e g in n in g  o f  this ce n tu ry ,  relinquiihed 

h er  w opllen  trade, to g ra t i fy  the fordid wiflies o f  fom e JSngliih 

m anufacturers, it w as  expreily  iiipuiated on the part o f  E n g la n d ,  

that every encouragem ent iHould be extended to the Iiiih  iinen m a- 

n u fa ftu re .  T h is  promife has been g ro fs iy  broken  and evaded : 

the reftritfions on Irifli printed linens, and her la il cloth was ;n 

d ir e f t  oppofition to it 's  letter and fp ir it .  T h e  encouragem ent 

^iven to foreign linen, has been-alfo another inftance o f  an ur.ge- 

»€rous diiVegard to the intereils o f 'I r e la n d ,

O f  the Linen 'Trade.

until



until in the year 1772, it’s value was eftimatcd 
at near a million and a half.

A  trade o f  this extent did not, however, ipring 
up the fpontaneous produce o f  a luxuriant lo;i. 
A  board o f  trade was conftituted, campoferf o f  

the principal perfonages o f  the kingdom, wlib 
were entitled the truftees o f  the linen manufacture, 
A  fyftem of laws was framed for the regulation 

o f  this trade, and the prevention of fraud, which 
for wifdom, penetration and an attention, which 
extended to the moft minute articles, would do ho­
nour to the moft enlightened country, Eighteen 
thocfand pounds per arm. was intrufted by par­
liament, to the diftribution of  the truftees in pre­
miums, for extending and encouraging the linen 
manufacture:* under this aufpicious influence, it 
flourilhed, and grew apace, whilft every day new 
profelytes to induftry were invited to take flicker 

under its benignant ihade,
Ireland has the advantage o f  Scotland, its ri­

val in the linen manufacture, in- two tfiential ar­
ticles. It is better adapted from the quality 
o f  its foil, for the cultivation o f  flax, and its wa­

ter aflimilates with a peculiar facility with the 
afhes uled in forming the Jy or waih for bleach­

ing.

*  T h e  premium offered b y  the truftees o f  the linen manufac­

ture, have been latterly fo irregularly paid, that all invitation to 

Cjie münüfafture deriyçd from thciflj has in a great meafurfe abated.

(  12 )
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T h e  árr o f  bleaching has been Carried in Ire­
land to an excels o f  refinement, facrificing fome-
times, as I apprehend, the liability o f  the fabric 
to external beauty.

T h e  linen trade is an objeCt o f  immenfe m ag,  

mtude, and its advancement or decline, involves 

the deaielt imereits o f  the kingdom fo much, that 
I could wifh it was in my power to fuggeft any 
hint that would tend to its improvement.

A t  this day, o f  univerlal diftrefs in Ireland, 

the opening o f  new avenues o f  trade, will no 

doubt, revive the fpirits o f  the inhabitants, and 

may poflibly encourage fome few adventurers to 

eng agcin  thole untried paths; but the advancement 
o f  the linen manufacture is immediate in its opera­
tion and permanent in its effect. I know but 

o f  two ways to attain this advantage. One is, 
by railing the material o f  the manufactures ac 
h o m e; the other, in the extending the conT 
fumption o f  the manufacture itfelf.

Under the firit head I comprize the cultiva­
tion o f  flax, and the faving o f  flax-feed for fow- 

w g .  T h e  cultivation o f  flax at prefent labours ' 
under three obftacles : the uncertainty o f  the 
quality or flax-feed ; the high price o f  foreign

flax-ieed, and the non-exemption o f  flax from 
tithes.

T h e  interdiction o f  American commerce, 
together with other evils, threatened the extinc­
tion o f  the linen trade. Deprived by this fatal

difference,
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difference, o f  flax feed, the origin and fpring of  
the manufafture, it feemed for a moment on 
the verge o f  ruin. T h e  Engliih Parliament 
indeed, with a provident eye had endeavour­

ed to avert this calamity, by directing a 
bounty on the importation o f  flax-leed from thê  
Baltic and the Netherlands, to be paid out of  
their treafury. Flax-feed, however, was poured 
into the kingdom in fuch large quantities, as 
^mply to compenfate for the interruption of

th e  u lu a l A m erica n  im p o rta tio n .
T h e  quantity annually confumed in Ireland 

js eftimated at 3 j,ooo hogiheads. T h e  
American flax-feed had been oiten held over, 
and fold in the enluing fealon with the fame 
fuccefs as in the year o f  its vegetation. U n ­
happily the Baltic and Netherlands did not 
pofibfs this advantage. T o  a ptylofophic eye 
çhis difference in the principle o f  vegetal.on 
may be attributed to the vivifying ardent qualuy 
qf  the air in America, and the torpid humid 
plimates in the northern European countries.

In one year 5009 h°gfbea^s an(  ̂ cor‘
rupt flax-feed were fold for fowing in Ireland, 
which entirely failed to grow. Although thç 
feller had paffed the moft flattering encomiums 
on the fertility o f  the feed ; yet on this melan­
choly occafion, whether from avarice and in- 
iuftice £*s principals, or ailing under orders as

?gents
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2gcnts to their correfpondents abroad, all reftitiv 

tion was denied. T h e  quantity o f  flax-feed fowed 
by each farmer or cultivator, on an average, is 

computed ataboutfeven gallons. This,  inoneyear, 
deprived 50.000 families o f  the chief fpring o f  

an indifpenfablc but wretched and unfruit­
ful inauftrv** T h e  linen aft had made Tome 
wife provifons tor the prevention o f  this evil, 
and the truftees afting under its authority, in- 
flifteii penalties upon feveral o f  the principal 

importers. T h e  framer o f  this aft o f  Parlia­
ment had indifputa-bly intended to grant to this 

fummary juriidiftion a power o f  final determi­
nation without any appeal whatever ; yet, I 

am informed, the merits of thefe judgments are 
row  in the court c f  K in g ’s Bench o f  Ireland ; 

and it is a principal queftion, whether this act 
c t Parliament, by virtue o f  which, feveral per- 
fons committing offences named in the aft, have

fuffered

*  ? ' ve general idea o f  this article and its produce,
I  offer the fo l lo w in g  ca lculation. A  bufhel o f  f lax-feed  w ill  

p iod uce  from 10 to 15 , fometinies ao ftone o f  fiax. T h e  ave» 
rage prodn61 12 ftor.e, at 8s. average price, is 4!. 16s. per 

buthel. 1 1113 value on feven buihels, the quan tity  on a hogihead 

am ounts to 331. 12s. the lofs therefore occafioned by  the failure 

©f 50^0 hog/heads is equal to i6 8 ,o c o l .  and this in the firft in- 

ftance o n ly .  N u m b erle is  families could not afford to purchafe 

f lax  for ipiri. i n g ;  and the public  therefore loft, not o n ly  the 

material, b u t  the valu e  which w ould have been added to it by the 
lab ou r o f  lljofc unfortunate people.



buffered a capital punifhment, is a private Of 
public aft. T h e  truftees irritated at the inter* 
pofition o f  the Court o f  King's Bench, ( and pof- 
Îibly ignorant, that as no writ o f  certiorari was 
prohibited by the aft o f  Parliament, that this 
court was bound to grant it on being de­
manded,) applied to Parliament, in order that 
this part of  their jurifdiftion ihould be with­

drawn.
T h u s  did the nation lofe the benefit o f  a 

fummary remedy in the regulation o f  it’s flaple 
commodity. Since that period, numberltfs 
frauds have been committed in the fale o f  flax- 
feed. Every year produces immenfe failures, 
which dilhearten the farmer, and ruin the infe­
rior order o f  cultivators. There is one great 
remedy for this evil, which purifies the ftream 
at the fountain head. A ll  holders o f  flax-ieed, 
in the months o f  Auguft or September, ihould 
be compelled to fell what is then on hand for oil. 
Government fhoulderedt oil mills for this purpofe, 
and the profits refuhing from this manufacture 
would loon îepay the expence o f  their eitabliih* 

ment.
When flax-feed was imported from America* 

it was the moil common return made to Ireland 
for its linen cloth, and the few articles Great 
Britain permitted to be exported. It generally 
fold at an average price o f  about 2I. 15s. per 

hogfhead 5 fince that kingdom has been fup-
plied

( i 6  )



1 <r.om the north o f  Europe, .the price to 
the farmer has been 4]. 11s. per hogíhead/ 
at an average. This  price, on a confumption 

«of 30,000 hogfheads, amounts to the enormous 
ium o f  136,500!. which the nation pays in the 
firfl: inftance for this article, and which muft be * 

deemed a burthen and pre/lure upon the manu- ' 
faóture o f  an immenfe magnitude. I f  we efti- 

mate the firlt coil o f  this feed at 50s. Iriih, there * , 
is a lofs to Ireland o f  7 6 ,001. being the whole 

amount of the trade. T h e  ihips employed in 
rhis commerce have never carried to Koningf-  

berg, L u cb ec ,  Riga, or Oftend, a fingle ar­

ticle o f  the manufacture or produce o f  Ire- * 
land.

Parliament might abate the meafure o f  this 
injury, by offering liberal bounties on the faving 
of flax-feed. This  would heal two wounds 
which the manufacture at prefent endures. It 
would affure to the fower flax-feed o f  a good 
quality, and it would retain in the kingdom the 

alarming ium annually remitted fur its pur- 
chale.

1  he third expedient I would point out in 
favour of the cultivation o f  ffax, is allowing it 

an exemption from tithe. T his  would operate 
as a bounty upon the cultivation ; and i f  thofe 
perlons who would be affected by this ftep, 

fh<?uid be held entitled to the confideration o f

P  Parliament

( *7 )



Parliament, it might be eafy to provide an 

adequate compenfation.
T h e  other head I propofed treating of, was 

extending the confumption. This great mea- 

'íure, more flattering than almoft any other 
commercial advantage, depends on Britain. I he 
confnmption o f  England alone confiderably ex­
ceeds the Irifh exportation o f  linen cloth. This 
added to the Weft Indian, African, Spaniih and 
American trade, offers an extenfive and inex- 
hauftable demand. This  mighty trade might 
be fecured to Ireland and Scotland, by an aft 
o f  fimple juftice. It is no mere than caufing 
German linens to be rated at the cuftom-houfe 
at their real and not an obl'olete and nominal va­
lue. This  important ftep would be a neceflary 
co n feq u en ce  o f  recurring to thofe principles o f  
policy, which induced our anceftors to confi- 
der the encouragement o f  the manufactures in- 
ftituted in their own dominions as the firft and 
primary objeCt of  commercial regulation.

I f  England opened her ports for the intro­

duction o f  French woollen cloth, would it not 

diitrefs, if  not totally ruin her woollen manufac­
tures ? T h e  fame policy that precludes all coun­
tries from exporting that article into Eogland, 
ihould be, in fome degree, extended in favour 
o f  the linen trade of  Ireland and Scotland. I 
do not require that German linens ihould be 
t a x e d  t o  a prohibition ; but it would demon-

ftratç
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ftrate a judicious policy, to reftrift an impor­
tation which is daily increaiing, and which has 
proportionably impovenihed the linen manufac­

ture o f  Ireland and Scotland.

T h e  linen manufa&ure, in the year i 772> re" 
ceived a violent fhock from the failure of to r*  
dyce the Banker. A n  entire ceflation of public 
credit, not only in this kingdom, but in Ireland, 

caufed it to languiih for two or three years 
before it be^an to revive after that misfor- 
tnne. T h e  commencement o f  the American 

war alarmed the public with new apprehen- 

fions, and made them tremble for the fafety 
o f  this ftaple article. T o  the aftonilhment o f  
Ireland, the year 1776  produced no fymptoms 
o f  that wreck and deiolation which has lately 
overwhelmed the trade o f  the kingdom. Every 
countenance beamed with gladnefs, at finding 
the gloomy fpecuiations of politicians at this 

crifis unfulfilled. Men, however, who looked 
beyond the glittering dclufion o f  the prefent 
moment, ftill entertained, fears for the event. 
They attributed the deitiand that prevailed for 

linen cloth, to the fupply neceflary for the Spa- 
niih fleet, which about that time tailed for South 
America. A n  extra demand for linen adapted 
to the printing manufactory at Mancheftei, was 

another caufe to which the prelent fpirit was 
afcribed : as they confidered thefe caufes as 
temporary, they prognoilicated the fame of the

( i 9  )
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W e  have beheld thefe prediftiom, thefe ap- 
prehenfions fatally verified. T h e  linen trade, 
in the following year, once more became dull 
and languid. It ftill preierves an ex i ft en ce,
but it is the decripidnefs o f  old age, inftead 
o f  the blooming appearance o f  manly health 
and vigour.

O f

T h e  valu e  o f  the linen cloth exported at this time from Ire­

land, cannot much exceed one million fterling yearly. T h e re  

is alfo a confiderable exportation of.linen yarn frcm  the towns o f  

L ondon-D erry  and Sligoe : it is eftimated at three hundred
thoufand pounds annually . T h i s  great qu an ûty  o f  yarn is en­

tirely  purchafed for the M anchefter traders. T h e y  procure the 

material on terms w hich  Engliih  opulence could never afford to  

produce. T h e y  caufe it to be w rought into M anchefter printed 

linens, and linen and cotton m anufafture. A f t e r  it has received 

the acceflion o f  Commiflion to the faftors in Ireland, freight 

from thence, infurance, w eaving, printing, and a variety o f

other expences, together With the profit o f  the manufacturer, 

i t  is returned to Ireland with this accumulated expence, to be 
paid for by the Irifli confumfer. M anchefter has been a lw ays  

inimical to Irifh profperity— M a y  Ireland* ceafe to contribute 

io  the advantages d f  men fo fordid— fo unfriendly to the voice o f  
juftice and humanity.

I  iliul 1 attempt to give an idea o f  the various ftages o f  the linen 

m an ufactu re ,  and thejr relatiV- va lu e .  For this purpofe ï  fhall 
take a picce of yard wide linen, at i8 d , which is the average 
piice o f  linen exported from Ireland.

i  piece, containing 25 yards, at i8d value, 1 17 6

£. s. d.
T o  8 lb. o f  fine’ dreflcd flax, at io d  per lb. 0 6 8  

T o  fpinning 40 hanks o f  yarn, at 2-Id

per hank - .  o S 4

c 15 0
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O f  t h e  P r o v if io n  T r a d e .

r T ' '  H  E  linen manufacture is feared in the 

A  province o f  Ulfter, and one or two coun­
ties in Connaught. The remainder o f  Con­

naught and the fouthern provinces o f  Leinfter

and

Brought fo rw a rd
I o the buyer o f  the yarn and profit on 

h av in g  it weaved 

T o  the w eaver, 2^’ÿ ï r d s ,  at 4d 

T o  the buyer o f  linen for  his commiflion 
on the purchafe 

T o  b le a c h in g  25 yards at a i d  per yard 
T o  carriage to D u b lin  

T o  commiifion on the fa le, at j * d  per cent.
Incidental  ̂ -

T o  the linen merchant for intereft o f  mone; 

his fa & o r ,  chance o f  bad m arket, & c .

. . . r  x7 $
Spinning is the bufinels o f  w om en, w h o  are obliged to w o rk

d iligen tly , i f  they produce a lu n k  o f  yarn  in the day,- o f  the 

q u a lity  necefTary for the above linen. T w o  pence h a l f ­

penny a day is a m od fcan ty  earning, but even this is fom e- 
times confiderabiy reduced when yarn is very  lo w .

T h e  labour o f  the w eaver is more productive. W i t h  m uch 

aflîduity he can w eave tw o  yards or tw o yards and a h a l f  per 

day o f  the above linen, which amounts to ten pence, or five 
(killings per w eek.

It  appears from  the above calculation, that the yarn is little 

more than one third o f  the v a k e  o f  the piece o f  linen w hen 

bleached and at m arket. F rom  thrs fome ju d gm ent m ay be 

formed o f  the in ju ry  arifing from exporting  yarn . W h e n  print­

in g  and the high price of E nglif li  labour is added, the firft coit 
o f  the yarn is m ultiplied at leait five times.

0 1 5  o

0 1 6  
0 8 4

0 1 0
° j
0 0 6
0 1 2 .
0 0 6

------------  I 13 2|
, rifejue o f

° 4 s!



and M u n fter , are u tterly  d eftitu te  * o f  arts arid 
m anu factu res. 1  his fine fertile  and p o p u lo u s  
co u n try , cap ab le o f  ra ifing  ev ery  m aterial to  
ft im u la te  in d uftry , has rem ained for ages in the  
firft ftage on ly  o f c iv iliz a t io n . I J k e  the ancient 
patriarchs and m odern  race or T a rta rs, the care 
of  f lo c k s  and herds form  th e  c h ie f  em p lo y m e n t  
of  th e Inhabitants. ImmenTe traóts or co u n try , 
ex ten d in g  as far the eye can reach, d ilp lay  a 
great a fiem b lage o f  ca ttle , u n d er the direction  o f  

.a fin g le  herdfm an, u n con fin ed  by m arches or 
an y  v ifib le  boundaries.

A  m iferable h u t, th e refidertce o f  the tattered  
attendant u p on  thefe droves o f  ca ttle , o cca fio n -  
ally  relieves the eye from  the m ela n ch o ly  u n v a ­
riegated  p ro ip ect. N a tu r e , h o w ev er , o ften  ini 
w ild  var ie ty , affords a ch arm in g  v iew  o f  e x u b e­
rant b o u n ty  in various parts o i th is co u n try . 
T h e  en ch a n tin g  la k es, d iverfified  w ith  an infi^ 
n ite num ber o f  iilands : th e  fp on taneou s g r o v e s , 
th e m ajeftic rivers, and the w a r b lin g  ftream s, 
a ffe d  th e beh old er w ith  a m ourn fu l idea o f  an 
u n gratefu l n e g le ft  and in a ttten tio n , w h ilft N a ­
ture fo lic its  regard by all the a ttach m en ts o f  u n ­
b ou n d ed  m u n ificen ce .

T h e  p rop agation  o f  l iv e  fto ck  is alw ays d e-  
ftru ctiv e  o f p o p u la tio n . B y agricu lture and m a ­
nu factu res w e find it con ftan tly  prom oted . T h is

is
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* I except D u blin  in this obfervation, where fandry manu­

factures are iupported on narrow wretched fcales.



is evident from the example o f  China, Perfia, 
the Indies, and even many countries in Europe. 

In the three firft great empires, where the 

human race multiply with an aftoniihing ra­
pidity, they depend for fubfiftence on the culti­
vation of their lands. In Europe we find H o l­

land, by the mere force o f  induftry and appli­

cation to manufactures, iubfift in the propor­
tion of her territory, feveral times the popula­

tion of  Ireland. On the contrary, in America, 

Tartary, and other pafturage countries, the hu­

man kind are comparatively few, as it regards 
the extent o f  their country.

T h e  application o f  lands to the feedingof cat­
tle is far alfo from being productive. T his ap­

pears from the mod flouriihing years o f  the ex­
port of provifions. Betore the American war, 
the value of the beef, tallow, and butter ex­

ported from all Ireland did not amount to a 
million. T h e  exportation o f  linen cloth from 
one province during the fame period, amounted 

to nearly double the lum: befides, we include in 
this cilimate an extenfive exportation, chiefly o f  
butter and pork, from Belfaft, N e w r y , and 
Sligoe, towns in the northerly parts o f  the 
kingdom.

T h e  exportation o f  provifions to foreign ports 
is alfo cafual and uncertain. France and Spain 
(luring peace, are almoit its only objects, and

the
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the jealoufies and wars between Britain and thefe • 
countries fubjeft it to infinite diftreis, difficulty 
and difappointment.

A n  unlimited trade will open different views 
to the proprietors o f  lands. Manufactures will 
promote population, and a rifing fpirit of agri­
culture will fubfift increafing people. Villages, 
and after them towns will ertól their heads in 
thofe extenfive fertile plains, where at preient 
no habitation appears. T h e  healthful villager, 

and the robuil nervous artift, will faiute the tra­
veller, inflead o f  the herdfman, or the unem­

ployed half itarved vagrant.
1 lhall now make a few obfervations on the 

ftate o f  this trade for the laft four or five years.
In the firft year o f  the American conteit, this 

trade fwelled into the richeft fiream o f  traffic 
that had ever been experienced in that branch. 
T h e  immenfe orders from England— the lupply 
o f  the troops in America, and the great demands 

from France and Spain, advanced this article 
fifty per cent, and for a moment difpelled the 
gloom arifing from the lofs o f  American com* 

rnerce.
This pleafmg profpedt was foon darkened, by a 

proclamation, laying an embargo on the expor­
tation o f  provifions to all foreign places. It has 
been affirmed, on the moil inconteftable evidence, 

that this fat^l meafure was the offspring o f  a
private

(-  2 4 ,  )



private intereft. Ireland was facrificed to the 
influence o f  a *  few contractors in England, who 
having entered into contracts with government, 
for fupplying the king’s troops, were defirous o f  
raifing fortunes, at the expence o f  that unfortu­
nate country*

I f  the provifion trade continued* even un- 
ihook by the policy o f  Englifh government, I 

ihould not wiih it to be extended, or the lands 

o f  Ireland to be appropriated to pafturage. But 
until manufactures and agriculture are properly 
fubftituted, it was the only valuable exporta­

tion, except linen, from the country. Before 
miniftry, by one aft, deprived the people o f  Ire­
land o f  half  their provifion trade, they ihould 
have confidered what compcnfation the injured 
inhabitants ihould have received for fuch mif- 

taken policy : a ration, whole exports, at that 
time, were little more than from two to three

*
millions, could not afford to have one third o f  

it capricioufly deftroyed.
E  W e

* It iViYid that the inferior contra&ors in C o r k ,  acquainted 

their principals in E n g la n d ,  that unlefs an em bargo took place, 

they could  not fu lfil  their engagem ents. * T h i s  produced an im ­

mediate application fo governm ent, w h o granted the requeft.

M r .  G o r d o n ,  the furveyor at C o r k ,  has exerted a molt uncorr- 

ftitutional pow er o f  g ran tin g  liberty  to ihips, b y  h is f ig n  m anual, 

to depart w ith provifions, or any other -goods, w ithout p a y ­

i n g  any d u ty .  T h i s  unexampled fufpenfion o f  an Irifli a i l  or 

P arliam ent, at the w ill  o f  an individual, requires the moil feiious 

exam ination . He is armed, it is fuppofed, w ith  a private c id e r  

from governm ent, b u t  this ihould never protect the meaCure.
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W e  have now before us one great fource o f  

the diftreffes o f  Ireland the farmer, the glazier, 
the landlord, all experienced a portion o f  this 
national misfortune : the holders o f  feeding orO

pafturage ground, could no longer fell their cat* 
tie i the great market at C ork  was glutted and 
over-flocked. Tenants could not pay their 
rents, the grazier was no longer able to make 
good his engagements, and the ipeculative mer­
chant was undone.

T h e  moment an account arrived in France, 
o f  the embargo on Iriih provifions, orders were 
immediately fent to Denmark, Norway, & c.  to 
furniih a fupply for their Weft Indian commerce. 
Jn a little time the French markets were com­
pletely flocked. T h e  Iriih merchant murmur­
ing and in defpair, deeming the reftridtion 
illegal, took the oaths required at the cuftorrv 
houle, but unhappily found the market anti­
cipated. A s  an aggravation o f  mercantile dii- 
trefs, many vefiels from Ireland infured at a high 
premium, were taken by Englifh fhips, on their 
paifage to France, and the infurers refufcd to 
be accountable for their value.

Provifions now funk fixty per cent ; every mar­
ket for fmall beef, was fhut up from the mer­
chant, and even a clandeftine trade was pre­
cluded by the fituation o f  the French mar­
kets.

i f



I f  government intended by this meafure, to 
abate the national expence o f  the war, at the 
-coft o f  Ireland, little o f  thiseffeft was produced. 
T h e  fmall b te f  which fuffered moft in its price, 
was entirely unfit for the purpofc of government. 
If they intended to diftrefs an expe&ed enemy, 
the event in a little time, too fatally proved, 
that France had abundant reiources for pro- 

ivifîon, without depending on Ireland.
* T h e  firft embargo which government im- 

pofed on Ireland in February, 17 7 6 ,  prohi­

bited the exportation o f  provifions from that 

kingdom to any foreign countries, without re- 

ftrifting England. T h is  was a meafure lefs 
malignant than the general embargo which fol­

lowed in O d p b e r  in the fame year ; but at the 
i'ame tirae, it was replete with the groficil par­
tiality. Jriih provifions, on this cccafion, pafied 
through the hands o f  the Englifh merchant, 

whilft every motive which could fpring from a 

fuppofed political necefiity, equally inhibited 

both countries from exportation.
T h e  firft embargo originated in illiberality ; 

the lail was an aét or national injuftice. Go*
vernment

*  I  a ck n ow led ge  m y f e l f  indebted fo r  confiderable information 

on this fu b je ft ,  to a  pamphlet publiihed in Ire land , entitled, 

f* A  C o p y  o f  a R ep ort  drawn up by  a Com m ittee  appointed to 

in q u ir e  into that T r a d e . ’ * I t  i$ republilhed b y  M r .  A lm o n  in 

fcis R em em brancer, N o. 54-.
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vernment either offered up Ireland at the fhrine 

o f  private intereft, or they made a fruitlefs at­
tempt to difappoint the military preparations o f  
trance, by devoting Ireland to an unmerited 
but inevitable ruin.

France has difcovered in Denmark and the 
northern powers, a certain fource o f  fupply. 
Tbofe countries are enabled, from the cheapnefs 
o f  their lands, to furniih cattle on eafier terms 

than Ireland can afford. T h e  * proviiion trade 
to iranee has been turned into a new channel, 
from whence it will never poffibly be recalled.

Whilft we lament the misfortunes which have 
flowed from this national blow, may we not 

look up and examine the ftrength of  that power 
by which this injury has been committed ?

I  he Crown claims and exercifes the high 
prerogative o f  fufpending the laws o f  Ireland. 
In Britain, when the exigency o f  the ilate 
has required an immediate and indifpenfible 
remedy to be exerted by the crown, the necef- 
fity o f  the mcafure is pleaded for the breach o f

the

* Tne  njimber o f  bullocks flaughtered in Ireland in thç year 

17 7 5 ,  amounted to one hundred and fixty thoufand. Immenfe 
quantities o f  pork were (hipped from Nevvry, Belfaft and other 

tow ns, for Cork  in the fame year. Since the embargo the num ­

ber o f  bullochs ilaughtered, have, at a medium, not exceeded

ty thuuiand annually, and the demand for pork has entirely 
abated. * J

(  28 )
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ihe conilitution, and the minifter comes to Par 

hament for an indemnity. This  was prail ikd  
by Lord Chatham in the year j 7 66, and by 

L ord  Sandwich phis year, when the Spanish de­
claration o f  war required an extraordinary txer- 
íi'On ; in order to  m an th e  fleet.

Upon what principle the Crown can exert a 
prerogative o f  this injurious tendency in Ire- 
-and, which it is not allowed to po/Teis in Bri- 

jam, I ccntcfs, furpaiTes my ccmprehenfion. 
It was thought necefiary to give the le^iilative 
aflent to the mterdiciion o f  the trade o f  Bofton • 

lhall a min.fter at pleafure exercife the ext-n^ve 
privilege o f  (hutting up all 'the ports of Ireland 
Py a proclamation ? I f  provifions can be re­
t r i e d  by this power, why no: the linen ma- 

^ufacture ? I f  the Crown can impole new con­
ditions tor the exportation o f  any article, why 
not make duties on imports ? A  right o f  this 

vind a power o f  this unlimited quality, would 
render a money bill o f  little importance. I f  an 

extenliqn of trade is folicited, we are informed it 

belongs only to Parliament— W e  are told that it is 
not in the power o f  the Crown' to grant rights; 

but at the fame time we are taught that we hold 
^hat we now poffefs, or may hereafter attain, as 
tenants at the will o f  prerogative. By this con- 

«.l.idictory dodtnne, the Crown can deprive the

people
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people o f  Ireland o f  their trade, but cannot be- 
flow it : it reveries the amiable and juft  maxim 
o f  the law, that though prerogative, may al­
ways exercife humanity and mercy, it can ne­

ver commit any injury.
Thus it appears, that the embargo on the 

trade o f  Ireland was as u n co n d it io n a l  as it 
was impolitic. But as this power continues to 
be exercifed, it is time that the great public 
quefiion of  it’s legality fhould be decided. A f ­
ter * three years paffive fufferance, fome fpirited 
gentleman ihould endeavour to have the temper 
o f  thefe commercial chains examined in an Infh

court o f  juftlce#
T h e  exertions o f  M r .  Ogle, an Iriih fenator,

in the great caule o f  his country^ were unhap­
pily rendered abortive. This ailive and patrie 
otic gentleman fiiipped a parcel o f  beef for 
Bourdeaux foon after the firft embargo : it was 
feized by the fnipping officer, againft whom he 
immediately brought an a&ion. T h e  death o f  
this perfon, when the caufe was nearly at ifiiie, 
difappointed Mr. Ogle ’s intentions, and gave 

univerfal concern to the kingdom.

O f
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*  T h e  demand for b e e f  in France amounted to feventy-fiv^ 

thoufand barrels annually.
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O f the Woollen 'Trade.

J  N  confidering the trade o f  Ireland, from the 

. N a t i o n  o f  the country, the difpofition o f  
toe inhabitants, and the affluence o f  the material, 
this would promife to rank in the firft line o f  
pre-eminence, as an article o f  exportation. A  
malignant peeviih jealoufy poiTeiTed the minds 
ot the Englilh, when they beheld the firft dawn- 
rngs of this rifing manufacture. Immediately 
after the revolution, they addrcflëd a monarch 
to deftroy this flower in its bud, whofe recent 

eftabhihment would not permit him to refufe a 
requifition io fraught with impolicy, and fo re­
plete with ruin to an unfortunate country.

Thus periihed the woollen trade o f  Ireland. 
Since that melancholy period, it has fcarcely 
merited the name o f  exiftence. Some efforts 

have been made indeed to cheriih it’s miferable 
remains, in the vain expe&ation o f  /applying 
the consumption o f  the kingdom.

There is a peculiar genius in fome countries, 
united with local circumftances, which, altho’ 

it may be combated by difficulties, will never 
be overcome. Analogous to the human mind, 
i f  Nature has implanted a ftrong difpofition to 
the attainment c f  any honourable object, it may 

be dcprefled by misfortune, or it may be im­
peded by unkindnefs ; but by a ju f t  and fteady

perleverance it will, at length, lurmount every 
Qbftacle,

* ’• -The
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T h e  climáte o f  Ireland is humid y and, altho  ̂
not fubjeót to that rigorous air to which many 
northern countries are expofed, yet it’s winter 
is fometimes fevere, and always extended. N a ­
ture, liberal in fupplying the various neceffities 
o f  mankind, has covered the plains o f  this fine 
pafturage country with a profufion o f  the fleecy 
tribe. T h e  inhabitants'have not been inattentive 
to this gracious munificence. The aufterity oi 
the clime firil inftrudted them to cloath them- 
Telves, the redundancy o f  the material furniíhed 
the means, and fuggefted the difpofition ot 
making it the fubjeft o f  an extenfive and bene^

ficial commerce.
But thefe bounties have been poured out in 

vain í— the temper o f  it’sinauftry has fruitlefsly 
languifhed after the obje£t of its wiflies— Bound 
down by the fetters o f  an illiberal monopoly, 
this unhappy country has long been the object 
o f  the pity and contempt of  furrounding na­
tions. It has been pitied as the vidtim o f  
Englifh avarice and injuftice— it has been con­
temned for a patience which no ignominy could

aroqie to refentment.
T h e  conduft o f  England has been equally 

impolitic and cruel. It has been impolitic from 
twocaufes: firft, becaufe the depreflion o f  the 
commerce o f  Ireland is injurious to Britain j* and

next,

* E nglan d  and Britain are put one for another in this pamphlet* 

and ufed as fynonimous terms#



nrxr, bccaufe the reftriCtions on this artîclé in 
particular, have recoiled increafed evil on it’s 
envious framers.

T h e  hrlt realon I have ailigned for confider- 

ing the conduét o f  England impolitic, I have 
endeavoured to prove under the head o f  the 

commerce o f  Ireland. T h a t  which remains, 

being the principal objeCt o f  this eiTay, I ihall 
now attempt to illuftrarc.

T h e  molf judicious Englifh writers on trade* 

have been o f  opinion, that opening the woolleri 

trade of  Ireland, would be o f  advantage to this 

kingdom. This  they prove from the following 
obvious argument. France is the great rival o f  

England in the woollen trade. She cannot carry 
On this important branch o f  her traffic without 
the aifiitance o f  Irifh wool. T h e  Irifh are com ­
pelled tó difpofe o f  their wool to France, be- 

caufe the prohibition o f  England denies them 
the liberty o f  it’ s manufacture; therefore the 
condufion is inevitable, that whenever the Irifli 

are1 enabled to refume the right o f  Nature, they 
will manufa&ure all their wool, and the French 
will confequently be no longer able to procure it ; 
this formidable competitor will have her induftry 
relaxed, and England will at length difcover* than 
Irifh profperity will rather irradiate than darken 

the glory and happinefs o f  the empire.
F  . T h e

( 3$ )
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T h e  confined limits o f  this temporary work 
will not permit me ta prove in detail the various 
propofitions o f  this argument, I fhall content 
myfelf with, a few curfory remarks, which, I 
hope, will tend to elucidate this fubjeCt.

W h en the plague raged at Marfeilles, the de­
mand for Engliih woollen cloth, to fupply the 
Turkey,  German, Portugal and Spaniíh trades* 
wa<* incredible, and afforded themoft convincing 

proof ot the large proportion o f  the confump- 
tion o f  thefe markets the French had been ac­
cu (lamed to (hare.

T h e  wool o f  France is ihort and coarfe, being* 
in the language o f  the manufacturers, neither 
fine in the thread nor long in the ftaple. This  
obliges them to have recourfe to the wool o f  
Ireland, which poflefles both thefe qualities. 
Aided by a pack of Irifh wool, the French are 
enabled to manufacture two.

T h e  arm o f  vindictive penalty has been 
ftretched out, and the coafts o f  Ireland have 
been guarded by Englifh cruifers without effeCt, 
to reftrain the exportation of Irifli wool. There 
is a fpirit in fome articles of  commerce, which 
difdains it’s fhackles. T h e  hand o f  illiberal 
power may ereCt it’s envious but unavailing 
mounds, the tide o f  traffic will ftill burit over 
it’s feeble aud impotent barriers.

Thus the wool of  Ireland, in defpite o f  thefc 

artificial entrenchments, finds it’s way to enrich
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our foes. England cannot manacle the trade 
o f  other countries; but i f  ihe cannot be unjuil 
to all, fhe will be unjuil where it is in her 

power. In exerciiing the l'word o f  reftraint 
agamft a friend, Ihe opens an avenue to the 
market tor a natural enemy.

It is by a cultivationof the woollen manufac­
ture, and caufing a market to be opened at 
home, that the French would be deprived o f  
this important fupply. It is the intereft and na­
tural rights oi the people which fet thefe laws at 

defiance, abate the rueafure o f  that intereil, and 
the laws will be obierved.

Ir England was the only country engaged in 
the woollen manufactory, policy might po/Tibly 
direót the hand o f  reftraint, whenever it could 
be exercifed, in order to encircle this art, from 
the knowledge of the world. It might then have 
been preferved, with a monkifli piety, as the only 
fountain, to which the various natio'ns who are the 
objeft o f  it’s demand, might refort for fupply.

But the ft.ng o f  calamity, mud excite a more 
exquifite fenfibility, when the injuries endured, 
by an unfortunate people, afford no real advan­
tage to thoie profefiing friends, by whom they 
are inflióted.

W o u ld  not France, at the various foreign 
markets, feel the effeól o f  the Iriih woolen ma­
nufacture, as leverely as England ? would Ihe not 
fre more materially injured, as her cheapnefs fre­

quently
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quently compenfates, for the want o f  {lability 
in her woollen productions ? would it not heigh­
ten her diilrefs, if together, with this etkCt, fi e 
no longer could procure Iriih wool to qualiiy 

her ftaple ?
I f  there was a province in France, where the 

woollen trade could be conducted with extraor­
dinary advantage, which would in it’s effects cur­
tail, if not, annihilate the woollen trade o f  E n g­
land ; what opinion ihould we entertain o f  the 
policy o f  that country, if to gratify another pro­
vince, a few miles nearer the capital, it fhould 
be reftrained, by royal edicts, from applying 
itfelf to induftry, and peculiarly prohibited from 
engaging in a manufacture, for which, by na­
ture, it was eminently qualified. Suppofe this 
unhappy province remarkably populous, loy­
al, but perifhing under the weight o f  the 
fe’tters, which had been impofed on it’s in­

duftry, could we refrain from exclaiming af 
the partiality, the impolicy, the barbarity and 
ignorance o f  their goverment. W ould not Eng­
land triumph at a conduft, which feemed calcu­
lated for her particular intereft ? whilft lhe re­
joiced at the imbecility and weeknefs o f  fuch a 
government, if  ihe was not abandoned to every 
feeling o f  humanity, would not even the tear o f  
pity darken her eye, at beholding a brave, but 
ppprefTçd people, facrificed 3,1 çhç ihrine o f  prQ.- 
Vinçial inhumanity $

L et
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L e t  us reverie this picture, and fee i f  the mir* 

ror does not refleCt our own image. It is fuffi- 
pient— it ought— it muft awaken the good ienle 

o f  this country.
W h en  the ports o f  Ireland are opened for the 

exportation oi her woollen manufacture, the next 
confideration is to revive the national fpirit o f  

induitry in this branch, and give vigour and per*, 

manency to the manufacture.
For this purpole, two things appear to me o f  

much importance, in producing this effeCt : firft, 
that a board in imitation o f  the truftees o f  the 
linen manufacture fhould be eftabliflied, by au­

thority o f  parliament, with an ample revenue to 
be appropriated in premiums, for the encourage­

ment o f  the manufacture in all it branches : 
next, that the feat o f  the woollen manufacture 
fhould be removed from the capital. It is a io- 

lecifm in policy, to  carry on fuch a manufacture 
in the metropolis. Dublin may be the markec 
for it’ sfale, but it fhould be the laft place in Ire­

land for it’s production. T h e  woollen manufac­
ture o f  this country is eftabliihed in Y o r k ,  the 
cheapeit county in England. W h at  would be 
the itate o f  the linen manufacture, it it was de­

pendant on the efforts o f  Dublin manufacturers ? 
have we not feen the feeble remains of it, that 

once fubfifted in that city, linger for a l o n g  
time, and at lait expire ?

This obfervatipn is fo obvious, that to purfue it
farther
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farther is almoft fuperfluous. But I fhall make a 
few other remarks. T h e  manufacturers either 
have employment, or have not. I f  the woollen, 
manufacture has at any time felt a demand, thel'e 
artificers become infolent, idle, and infill, on 
higher wages : they work two or three days in- 
ftead o f  five or fix. T hey  engage in illegal com­
binations, and grown frenzical by intoxication, 
make the city tremble for it’s fafety.

I f  they want employment, what a melancholy 
fcene is preiented to our eyes ! twenty thoufand 
unhappy wretches, without money, or credit, 
periihing from want. The  flreets and roads co­

vered with the feeble remains o f  fome times de­
cent, but miferable men, foliciting charity.

T h e  linen manufacture is expofed to all the 
variety and fluctuation o f  demand, attendant up­
on commerce, but the direful effeCts we have 

delcribed are not experienced in their full extent. 
T h e  poor may receive lefs for their labour, or 

their web of cloth may return unfold from the 
marker, but they have (till an alternative from 

abfolute want, in the produce of their little farm, 
or the fupply o f  their garden.

I f  the manufacture was eftabliihed in fome 
cheap fertile country, the artilans would be de­
tached from each other, they could no longer en­
gage in thofe deftruCtive combinations, which 
make the mçrans o f  fupply cafual and uncertain,

and
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and which dry up the fountain o f  national in- 
duftry.

Vegetables, and many other articles, which 
the poor fubfift on, are dearer in Dublin than 

in London  ̂ the advantage derived from the 

cultivation o f  their own vegetables, together, 

with a removal from the pernicious ufe of fpirits, 

would render the manufa&urers healthy and 
happy, inftead o f  diigracing Ireland, by a difplay 

of wretchednefs and inebriety, which is fcarcely 

to be equalled in all Europe ; the manufacture 
itfeif would reach a point o f  perfedion and 

cheapnefs, which would recommend it at home 

without patriotifm, and abroad without intereil.
T h e  confumption o f  Ireland alone, would em­

ploy about one hundred thoufand perfons.* T his

obferva-

*  Suppofe Ireland to contain tw o  m illions o f  pcopie and 
equal number o f  each lex .

One half males, at an average, 15 /hillings per year £ .7 5 0 ,0 0 0

T h e  other at d o . 4 /Hillings d o . 200,000

Gonfum ption o f  Ireland -  -  950,000

I f  w e ihould alfo iuppofe that each perfon em ployed in the 

w oollen  m anufacture, earns i o l .  per year, the num ber o f  perfons 

neceiTary to inpply  the confumption alone, w ould  am out to ninety  
five thoufand.

T h e  w h ole  produce o f  w ool at prefent in Ireland, m a y  be efti- 

mated at 500,000 Itones. I t  is now at 9s. per (tone, let us call it 

ï o s .  it 's  value w o u ld  then be 250,0001. a piece o f  woolen cloth', 

properly finiihed, is gerterally valued at five times the c o f t o f i i ’ s 

material, from the acceiîîon of labour. T h i s  w o u ld  produce, 

iuppofing all the w ool of Ireland to be m anufactured, no more

• • than
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6bfervauon alone, is fufficient to iliew that D u b ­
lin cannot be the feat o f  the manufacture in a 
Hate o f  improvement, and therefore, as the firft 
ftep towards it, let the manufacturer be invited 
into the country by national bounty.

T h e  Irifh woollen vvarehoufe in Dublin, which 
has been happily converted from a retail fhop 
into a wholefale market, will then require to 
have its bounds enlarged. T h e  inhabitants o f  

Dublin may not be altogether fo numerous, but 
thofe who remain in it will be more profperous 
and happy.

O f the Coal ’Trade.

IR E L A N D  poffefied o f  numerous coal mines, 
is indebted to England and Scotland for that 

flecefiary article. I * compute that one thouiand 
fail o f  colliers deliver their cargoes annually in 
different ports o f  that kingdom ; eftimating each 
reflel to carry two hundred tons, and the aver­
age price fixteen fhillíngs per ton ; we have a 
fum o f  near two hundred thouiand pounds, with­
drawn in fpecie yearly.

A  colliery has been opened many years at 
Ballycaftle, a fmall town fituated at theextremeft

northerly

•Than 1,250*000!. T h e  furplus mamifa£iure which remained for 

expoitation, w ould therefore be no more than 3 o o ,co c l.  w hich  

even on this ground, proves, that E ngland has little to apprehend 

from the Ir ilh at  foreign markets.

*  In 'the yeaf 1761,..121,994. tons o f  coals were imported into 
D u blin .
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northerly point o f  the kingdom. T h e  parlia­

ment o f  Ireland hath lent i t?s aid in vain, to give 
tome fpirit to this undertaking. T h e  port is 
dangerous, at all feâfons, and almoft inacceffible 

in winter. rhe fii ft veflel,* which fome years ago, 
arrived at Dublin, laden with coals from this place, 
was received by the whole city with acclamations. 

J hey confidered her as the happy forerunner 
° f  an influx o f  coals at a reafonable rate, and à 
preJervative againft: the continued drain o f  the 
fpecic o f  the kingdom for Britifh fuel. But the 
iiatural difficulties of  navigation, having never 
received a complete remedy, this coal mine, toge­
ther with feveral others in different parts o f  the 
kingdom continue to extend their influence with­
in a narrow internal circle.

A t  Dungannon, in the county o f  Tyrone,  
fèvefal coal pits are opened under the dire&ion 

o f  a Mr. D u  Carte. PoiTeiTed of a great mechani­
cal genius, this gentleman undertakes uncommon 
things, with a furprizing appearance o f  ingenui­

ty, but without always proving fuccefsful. A  na­
vigation had been projeited, to convey coals from 
thefe mines to join the N e w ry  canal ; in the pro- 
fccution o f  this work, a hill intervened. A  vulgar 
engineer would have either carried the naviga­
tion round the hill, or, like the D u k e  o f  Bridge­
water, pierced through it ; but M r. D u  Carte 
conceived an expedient o f  a different kind ; 

he undertook to relinquifn the aid o f  water,
G  ' which

*  F ro m  the year 176 1  to 17Ó3, 2731 ten s o f  coals w ere im * 

ported into D u b l i n ,  from  B a llyca itlc ,



which He left at the bottom o f  the hill, and at­
tempted to raife barges, full laden with coals, 
by a particular mechanical force, upon rollers,, 
to the fummit o f  this elevation, and by the fame 
contrivance, enable them to defcend into the 
canal upon the other fide. T h e  great road to 
Dungannon pafi'es along the brow o f  the hill,, 
it was therefore neceffary, to eredt an arch for 
the afcent o f  the vefiels,; which the traveller 
could pafs under on horfeback. A  great wheel, 
whofe centrifugal power was intended to attain 
the meaiure o f  force for exalting the immenfe 
weight o f  his full laden veiTels, the courfe by 
which they were to afcend, and all the reft o f  
the apparatus o f  this unexecuted enterprize,- 
continue to ftand a monument o f  eccentric abi­
lity without forefight, and to deferve the appel­
lation applied to it, by the country people, of  

being D &  Carte's IVhim.
H e  has not been, however, unfuccefsfol in all 

His undertakings. In the true parade o f  Irifli 
inland navigation, he has ereded an aqueduft 
for conveying the canal along a deep valley, 
through which a confiderable river holds it’s 
eourfe, compofed o f  ftone o f  a fine quality, 
quarried near this place. It prefents to the eye 
a front, beautifully embelliihed, reprefenting 

Egyptian marble. Here the barges are to glide
over

In the year 1750, a Com mittee o f  thc'H o’j fe  o f  Com m ons re- 

folved, that the Collieries in the county o f  T y r o n e ,  were eq u a l 

to the fuppjy  o f  th« confum ption o f  D u blin *
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over the aquaduft, whilft the river is running 

thirty or forty feet underneath.
Thefe coal mines fupply the neighbouring 

towns with this article, but unril the navigation is 

completed, no benefit can be derived from them 

to the kingdom at large.
Ireland will never be able to furnifh herfelf 

with coals, whilit the influence o f  England pro­
hibits any taxation upon her f u e l .*  A  coafting 

voyage is generally more tedious, as well as 

dangerous, than the run from Whitehaven to 

Ireland. T h e  infinite application o f  mechanical 
force in England, from the fuperior opulence, 

or pofiibly the ingenuity and induitry o f  the in­
habitants, gives a permanent and extenfive ad­
vantage over the efforts of the Infh in all works 

where great labour is required.
I f  Ireland had a  fpirit o f  induflry infufed into 

her people, by the enjoyment ot a commercial 
liberty, fiie might foon be enabled to furnifh 
herfelf with an article diffufed throughout her own 

foil ; (he might alfo extend it to an exportation 
highly advantageous. It would found a nurfery 
io r feamen, increafeher fhip-building, andfpread 

3 general vigor thro’ her manufactures.

Of

*  I  th ink  a b o u n ty  o f  three or four fhillings per ton, granted on  

tlie importation ir.to D u b l in  o f  ii'iih coals^_wovid be a judicious

' " ,  . . .
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Q f  t h e  F ijh e r y .

TH IS  article ihould form one o f  the moil 
fplendid figures in the picture o f  Irifh 

commerce. Parliament fenfible o f  the immenfe 
value o f  this fource o f  wealth, have been liberal 
in it’s encouragement. Bounties have been 
granted to veiTels o f  a certain tonnage, that con­

tinue on the herring fiihery— when the filh arrive 
at market, the merchant is again invited to ex­
port them by another bounty, payable on receiv­
ing a certificate p f  their being landed, in any 
foreign place, or in any o f  our lettlements.

Thefe advantages have not been held out in 
vain, the great markets o f  the kingdom are fup- 
plied with herrings, on terms particularly fa­
vourable to the poor, who being chiefly Roman 

catholicks, are from religious obfervance, ob­
liged to live the greateft part o f  the year on fiih. 

Large quantities have been exported to the Ma- 
deiras and the Weft Indies.

Thefe herrings, either from their rich luxuriant 
quality, or an imperfection in their cure, feldom 
continue long in warm climates, in a ftate o f  
preiervation. A  contingency o f  this kind, 
where the outward freight exceeds the bounty, 
hath much reftrained the adventurer; befides, in 
.the Weft Indies, the planter giving a certain 

number o f  herrings to his negroes, derives an

advantage



advantage from  the fmallnefs o f  the Norway

herring, the number o f  each kind in a barrel

eing generally in the proportion o f  five to feven’ 
T h e  herring (1(1, try carried on ,, the D  '

at a confiderable dirtance from their coafts, £  

been always deemed .he principal fource o f  the r 
greatnefs T h e  ioduftry, frugality and ? "

verance o this people, have furmounted the d i f  

ficu ties o  fituation, and enabled them to drafa 
■he liquid element o f  a treafure, which 1 '

1  his great branch o f  traffic, which the Dutch

/ e ™ „ Pd°ii2eC\ am0Un,S “  T
variety o f  diff  M ' P e" ’ l,lo> ™ ™ fa'  «  amazing 

are . , ,  o f  différent artifans, & c .  the ffiip builder

thelmith, the net maker, the cooper and all r],’  
b -n ch e s  attendant on thefe o c c u p i o n s  a n 
debted to this c«enfive tradt A  ° " S’  “  e

9 f  this commercial people, which enabling hem
to a ept o f  fmall profits, carries them 8  

Phantly forward in this tide o f  traffic

I/ie conduit of Holland at this i.mrt 
would juitify , fpeculation, that Great BrZi* 
Will not always permit that country to com' "  

to reign unmolefted in this commerce.
time (he ihould Ihew a faithlefs ally that {hr 
will not facrifice a real benefit for * 
able alliance. I f

w r o fu y ,  the friendlhip, the ptoteilion „ f  B r i t a t
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f te  fcould  endeavour to merit it by gratitude
a n d  a ffe & io n .

I f  this trade ihould ever be rehnqmflied by
the Dutch, it would transfer to the Scotch and
Jrifh, a ftimulus to induftry and exertion, that
would highly enhance the property and po*er

o f  thefe countries, ^
In Ireland, together with thc.immenfc íhoa s

o f  herrings that appear on her coatis, Ihe p o - 

feffes alfo on the weft fide o f  the ifiand a ™ ’ “ ab' e 
cod fiihery. A n ignorance o f  the method o( 
cure, confines the extent o f  this fiihery to the 

internal confumprion o f  the kingdom.
It will be worthy the confiderauon o f  an Inft 

parliament, defirous o f  applying a remedy to 

rhe diftreffes o f  their country, to c0" r,<! 
fome expedients for the further extenfion o f  t t a  
trade. Premiums lliould be offered for the beft 
method o f  curing filh. T h e  cod fiihery deferves 
particular attention, and a confiderable bounty 
fcould be granted on the exportation of this lalt

article. .
A  few years ago, a public company was initi­

a t e d  in Dublin, for the purpofe o f c a r r y i n g o n  

the fiihery. I am not enabled to fpeak of  the
event o f  this undertaking, but as the plan was

fudicioufly framed, if it has been executed with 
fpirit and integrity, I entertain little doubt o f  the 
company’s fuccefs. q j

In
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O f Agriculture and Émigration,

/V GRICULTURE fhould be the primary
manufacture o f  every country. If  the (oil 

is not fertile, it ought to be cultivated for fubfrft- 
ance ; i f  rich and luxurious, as the means o f  
paying for the fuperHuities o f  other nations.

This manufacture waits for no precarious re­
turn, but carries in itfelf the labourer’s reward. 
Jn the eaft* the policy o f  the country, makes the 

cultivation o f  the land an article o f  religion. 

T h e  extent o f  population renders the exeFtions 
of an ufeful induftry indifpenfible.

It was in the reign o f  Henry the IV. that the 

D u c  de Sully introduced a general fpirit o f  
agriculture into France ; that kingdom, from 
the vigor o f  this principle, acquired a popula. 
lation and wealth which enabled Lewis the 
X I V .  to awe Europe. T his  monarch, famous 
for the temporary fplendor o f  his reign, and for 
the ruin which a falfe ambition produced, fup- 

planted agriculture for the fake o f  manufactures. 
Golbert actuated by the impetuofity o f  his na­
tion, dazzled by the glare o f  the arts he efta- 
blifhed, fufFered agriculture to hnguifh in ob- 
fcurity. A  few years experience, undeceived 

the French nation. W hen famine in all it’s hor-- 
rors itaiked amongft them, and the unhappy

people
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people clamoured for bread, the necefîity of á
different iyftem was perceived and adopted.

Ic is but a few years fince Ireland was de­
pendant upon foreign countries for corn -, each 
revolving year * brought with it either a rèal 

famine, or the melancholy apprehenflons o f  

want. The chief return from America, for her 
iinen cloth was in flour •, and in one year, 

Ireland imported corn to the amount o f  nearly 

half a -million. This mighty burthen alone, 

was fufficient to cruih a kingdom in the 

infancy o f  a;rts and manufactures ; it was an evil 
fo flagrant, as not fo efcape the public attention.

T o  a fociety,-f whole generous efforts in behalf 
o f  their country, all honour and refpeCt is due, 

the Iriih are indebted for the rapid progrefs of a 

general cultivation o f  their lands. Premiums 

have been extended, with a judicious and muni-' 
Acient hand, to tillage, under their patronage.' 

John Wynne Baker, an Englifhman, carried on 

a courfe o f  experiments, with honour to himfelf, 

and advantage to the country,- Machines for 
expediting manual labour were formed untíer 

his infpe&ion. Thefe were fold at a moderate 

price, and a general knowledge of  the farming 

art was diffufed, and enlightened the kindom.
T o  a genius profound, fubtle and penetrating, 

this gentleman pofleiied an induftry which no 
difficulties could relax ; he confidered the talk

appointed

*  In  the year 1719', the importation o f  corn into Ire land ; 

amounted to near 200,00sl.
f  T h e  D u b lin  Society,
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appointed him, not as a dull round o f  duty 
which muft be performed, but with a fervor o f  
patriotifm which would do honour to the 

founder of a Hate. His lalt cares were directed 

to the profperity and welfare o f  the kingdom. 

T his  fmall tribute I willingly pay to the memory 

o f  a naan, whole character from the mediocrity 

o f  his iituation has not been Efficiently re­
vered.

T h e  great maxim which (hould regulate every 

undertaking, that comprehends the general in- 

duftry of a people, is to provide a market for 
the efforts of their labour. One obvious, but 

wife expedient, has together with the caufes we 

have enumerated, effected a wonderful revolution. 

T h e  market o f  Dublin, by a fimple operation, 

has been brought within the vincinity o f  each 

farmer, for fixty miles round. A  bounty on the 

carriage o f  corn, from all parts o f  Ireland to 

Dublin, exceeding ten miles diftance, like fome 
potent charm, hath converted many a dreary un­

comfortable wafte into fields, cloathed with the 

rich produce of a bounteous harveft. Flour mills 

have been alfo ereéled throughout the kingdom ;ZD O ’
here the farmer, as his necefllties de^nand a fale 

o f  his whear, is fure to find a ready money mar­
ket : his wants are even frequently anticipated

by an advance ot money, long before his grain 
is prepared for the mills.

H  * T h u s
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T hus a regular and permanent fupply o f  grain 

has been at length eftabliihed. T h e  nation ex­

periences the fwects o f  this improvement at the 

prefent hour o f  calamity : provifiàns o f  every 

kind are far from being dear ; it is to a ftagna- 
tien o f  trade,, which no longer circulates a- 

mongft the poor, the means o f  purchafe, that 

their diftreffes are chiefly to be attributed.

When the American war commenced, the 

cultivation o f  grain, was then hastening to itJ3 

prefent perfection. T h e  Iriih nation ihould be 

grateful to the divine benignancy, which prepar­

ed the way for this great event, by exciting a fpi­

rit o f  induftry which has preferved the kingdom' 

from all the horrors o f  famine and confumate 
mifery.

T h e  advantages refulting from this important 
c h a n g e ,  Ihould counterbalance, it might be ap­

prehended, many o f  the evils the iriih endure. 

A t  firft fight this appears a propofition which 
could not be denied, but a little confideration 
will evince, that this great benefit has been at­

tended' with an injury, growing with its growth, 
and ftrengtheaing daily with it’s increale.

About twenty or thirty years ago, the arable anti 
pafture lands of  Ireland were let at an averagr 
at five ihillings per acre. T h e  inhabitants were 
lupine flothful and indolent; their induftry 
was not called forth either by the clamour o f  

demand, or the invitation o f  profit. Ignorant
of



o f  the art o f  cultivation, one mherable -crop 

was followed by another, ftill worfe, or per- 

liaps by an entire failure. T h u s  the wretch­

ed farmer ftarved over a fertile foil. Spirit- 

lefs, or precluded by poverty, he purfued the 

common track without deviation •, with the bi­

gotry o f  an irrational devotion, he depended 
on Heaven alone, for that produce which 

could only be derived from the efforts o f  a well 

directed labour.
On the firft dawn o f  improvement, the value 

o f  lands rofe apace •, they were fuccefiively at 

ten, twenty and thirty {hilling per acre : near the 

chief towns, their price advanced far beyond 

all bounds o f  fpeculation : fix, eight or ten 

pounds per acre, is the ufual price in the neigh­

bourhood o f  Dublin, Men poflefled o f  a fmali 
capital, fpeculated upon the purchafe o f  lands, 

and great fortunes were thus acquired. T h e  rent 

foil o f  Ireland was trebled in the courte of  a few

years. * V  'J  • '
Many unhappy confequences have flowed

from this fudden revolution. T h e  farmer has 

been tempted by the profpeft o f  an improve­

ment, which at firft feemed infinite, to un­

dertake a rent, which he is unable to difcharge : 

his poultry, his butter, his ftock o f  all kinds, 

rouft go to market to fatisfy an inhuman 
landlord : with 4 multiplied produce before him,
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he has the melancholy fpeétacle o f  beholding it 
pafs thro’ the hands o f  his family, whilft guard­
ed by a dire neceffity, they have not courage to 

partake of the bounty, which Heaven feems ÍQ 
liberally to have provided.

T h e  landlord elated by an aocefiion o f  in­
come, which lifts him from a careful ceconomy 

in the country, up to the fplendor o f  a town reii- 
<fence* can no longer be re ft rained in the arro­
gance o f  his demands ; his fituation makes him 

vain, and his neccffities tyrannical : i f  his mifer- 
able tenant, by the exertion o f  an unwearied in- 
duitry, is able to pay his rent, in a few years he 

muft increafe it, or his land is advertifed to be 

let, and itcret propofals are folicited -, terrified 
by the appreheniion o f  being driven from the 

loi!, which his family hath for many generations 

lived on, he ventures to meet the avarice o f  thç- 
1 and lord, but a few years experience reduces him 

to beggary, and he flies with his family, calling 

on Heaven to witneis the cruelty o f  an unrelent» 
ing tyrant.

Some landlords unwilling to be the immediate 
inftruments o f  torture, turn their tenants oyer to 

an abandoned fet o f  men, called jobbers ; thefe 

perfons take a large portion of  land into their 
hands, and let it out to a number o f  wretched 

people named cotters. In the breaft o f  the prin­

cipal* fome drop o f  pity and çommileration
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might poiîlbly be found, but thefe mifcreants 
are fteeled againfl every feeling o f  humanity. A  

hovel in which there is no chimney— the com­

mon refidence o f  the family and their cattle, 

without apparel, except a few rags to cover their 

naked nefs, their food potatoes, are the only ac­

commodations which thefe -unfortunate beings 
are admitted to reach.

A t  this place I fhall beg leave to make fome 

further reflections. T h e  fubjedt is important 

which comprehends the welfare and happmefs 
o f  that valuable clafs o f  men who are employed 
in tilling the land.

In England, lands are very generally held by 

the immediate occupiers by copy o f  court roll, 

Thi s  is a valuable tenure, which a/Turing to 

the tenant and his polterky a certain poffeffion, 

fubjedt to particular fines, which are either 

alcertain^d, or reafonable, hath proved the 
fureft ihmulus to a ufeful induftry. Where 

they are hojden otherwife, as for term o f  years, 

oi as freeholds not o f  inheritance, on the ex­
piration o f  thefe eftates, they in almoit 

every inft^nce renewed on eaiy and mode­

rate terms. T h e  Engliih landlord would de- 

fpife the man who covertly and infidioufly en­

deavoured, by the overture o f  a little additional 

rent, to deprive his neighbour o f  fubfiftance. 

JIv. would behold with indignation the ungene­

rous
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roiis attempt to expofe fome venerable old man, 

like an ancient withered oak, to the tempeil ot 
the world, when bowed down with age and in­

firmity— T o  turn him and a numerous family, 

whom he had trained up to the virtuous labour 

o f  the field, to feek for fome hofpitable roof, 
who had been initrufted to confider themftlves 

in a poiTeffion, which a benevolent landlord 

would continue to their fons and daughters—  

g u t  above all, he mutt deteft hlmfelf, if  he 
did not inftantly fpurn the mercenary wretch

from his prefence for ever.
Thefe are the cuiloms whfch have rendered 

the Engliih yeomanry fubilimtial and refpedable. 

Farming is an honourable, becaufe it is a lu 
crative employment. The wealth o f  the king- 
dom, like a health#! circulation, is not con­

fined to the noble farts, but is umverfally dif- 
fufed. T h e  opulence o f  the huibandman en­

ables him to apply all the power which inge­
nuity has devifcd to give vigour to the arm ot

jnduftry.
It is to the tyranny, the inhumanity and the 

impolicy of  landlords, that an emigration be- 
oan in the north o f  Ireland, which threatened 
to depopulate the country. This induftrious 

'manufacturing people, invited by a clime, where 
' liberty flouriihed, and where oppreffion had not 

yet taken root, continued to remcye with therr
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families, with a filent but painful regret. Emi-: 

gration languifhed for a confiderable time. F o r  
the proipedt o f  happinefs abroad muft be fure 

and immutable, or the anguiih at home poig­

nant and intolerable, when a man, with his fa­

mily, give up their friends and connections—  

the attachments o f  youth and maturity— their 

natal foil to venture into unknown regions, at 

an immenic diftance. But the moment arrived, 
when the ftreams, that murmuring defcended 

over the rocks, ihould be changed into a mighty 
torrent rolling from the mountains.

About ten years fince, a nobleman (Lord 

Donnegall) vifited Ireland for the firft time, in 
order to renew the leafes o f  his eftate, which, 

in general, had expired. W hen he arrived at 

Belfaft, a fpirited commercial town, confiding 

of above ten thouiand inhabitants, he was re­

ceived by peals o f  acclamations, as i f  fome God 

had deicended to blels the world. In his fuite 

was a gentleman, a M r.  Talbot,  who afted,

as appeared afterwards, in the character o f  his 
minifter.

W hen the firft tumult o f  rejoicing was over, 

for their gracious arrival, the great bufinefs was 

entered upon, which had induced his lordihip 
to vifit this country. H is  immenfe eftate was 

derived from an anceltor, Arthur Chichcfter, 
who had afiiited in the original reduction o f  
Ulfter. This great and then happy town, part

o f
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o f  Carrickfergus, famous for it’s defence in the 

laft war— together with an infinite tradft of  landO
in the counties of  Antrim, Down and Donegall, 
CQmpofed t h e  property o f  his lordiliip in Ireland.

A  fcene now opened itfclf, novel in it’s ap­
pearance and fingular in it’s efivfts. 1  he tenants 
were encouraged to bid againft each other. 

A  fpirit o f  intrigue, apprehenfion, and jealoufy 

was excited— fines were introduced— the little 

warnings of  a ftruggling induftry were now fa- 

crificed to an infatiable avarice. In the fpace 

o f  a few months, Lord Donnegall drained that 

part o f  the kingdom in which his eftate lay, of  
upwards of  one hundred thoufand guineas in 
ipecie. His partizan, Mr* Talbor, for his 

fhare, acquired in the fame time, it has been 
affirmed, about twenty thoufand. T h e  income 

o f  his lordfnip’s eilate, by the various arts 

which had been exercifed, was now increafed 

near threefold.
I willingly acquit his lordihip, and do not 

attribute to him any intention to ruin this fine 

country. It is upon Talbot’s head I would 

pour the ftream of execration— It is againft 
him that I would direft the laft burning iighs 

o f  the families who perifhed in the fultry 

fwamps of Carolina. * L ik e  fome fiend, he
fkulked

*  T h e  emigration from the north o f  Ireland, was chiefly to 

South Carolina, where from the unwholefomenefs o f  the climate 

great numbers died.



iîculked from a people he had ruined, husging 

himfelf in the fatal miichiefs lie had occafion'ed ; 
but followed by the flings o f  a confcieoce’ 
which muft prove an eternal accufer.

A  fpirit o f  turbulence and difaifedtion, for 
the firft time, now fliowed it ’s head in this pro­

vince, fince it was peopled by proteftants. T h e  

town oi Belfaft was attacked by an enraged 
multitude. T h e y  burned the houfe o f  an emi­

nent merchant who had taken a large portion o f  

lands from his lordihip ; and they threatened 

devaffation to many others. T h e y  were compofed 

o f  perfons who were either driven from their 

lands, or o f  thofe who had been compelled to 

promife more than they could render for them ; 

they aflumed to thcmfelves the appellation o f  
Hearts o f  Steel, and proceeded to take r e v e n u  

on all whom they deemed their enemies. Every

day brought advices o f  houles being burned__
o f  com pul lory oaths adminiftered— and o f  fome 

new difurders which had not been heard o f  be­

fore. Confidered as zealots for liberty, and 

commiferated as the objects o f  a ievereoppreffion, 

the law could not reach their crimes. In de- 

fpite o f  the cleared evidence, they were con- 

ftantly acquitted in their vicinity. A t  length, 

a law was enabled, whereby they might be ar­

raigned and tried in Dublin. Even this expe­

dient proved in.'fFe&ual : a fpirit was excited in

Í the
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t t e  capital in favour o f  the prifoners-they were 

held out as unfortunate people, w ho h a d  

ftrctched a juft re fe n tm e n t beyond the verge o f  

the laws ; and who were now, at the ex .  
pence o f  the conftitution, dragged to D u b ­

lin, far from their friends and conneftions, m 
order to be fa cr if ice d  at the (hrme o f  l y r a n n y  

T h e  evidence was full and conclufive agarnft 

them, yet they were all acquitted. e po 

pulace confidered this event as a viftory gamed 

over their enemies -, and they were condufted

from court in triumph.
A t  length the laws began to operate in on 

or two counties. T h e  alarm now became urn-

« B S & M a sr h a t  fo r  fevera l years  
fiio-ate I t  w as c o m p u t e d  th a t ,  101 j

r U- rl not lefs than from twenty to

:  “ y ' th o u to d  U  emigrated from the north
. 1 * \ U t Tr was a c o m m o n  practice

n f  Irelan d  a n n u a lly .  ^  a 

f M  th e  pari, a n d  i f s ^ o r  

e m b a r k  in th e  fa m e  ih ip ,  W  inai

f r ^ h  was the temper and inclination o f  the

p e o p le )  w h e n  the A m e r i c a n  war c o m m e n c e d .
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This unhappy contefl: has, for a time, flopped 
the çourfe o f  this mighty river ; but whenever 

peace is re-eftabliíhed, it will break forth with 

redoubled fury. In a country where the inha­

bitants fink under the weight o f  rigorous exac­

tions ; where labour is not permitted to tafte 

o f  the fweets o f  it’s own toil j this temporary 

reftraint will ilrengthen the defire to emi­

grate, and the interdiction o f  America will be 

confidered as the walls o f  a prifon.

W hen the artificer and the hufbandman, the 

farmer and merchant, withdraw from a country,

I con fid er it as haltening forward to a fure 

deftruCtion. Thefe  are the characters which 

conftitute the fubftratum o f  a nation’s profperity ; 
and when they begin to remove, it’s career o f  

fortune is nearly terminated.

T h e  depopulation o f  a country being the 

greateil calamity it can iuffer, it might have 

been naturally expeCted* that it (hould have 

been the objeCt o f  a parliamentary enquiry. 

T h is  ruinous emigration continued for years to 
fhake the public exiilence -, and the legiflature, 

cither itunned at the magnitude o f  an evil, which 

they thought without remedy, or awake only 

to a private intereil, diitinCt from the public 

good, beheld with a ihameful filence this dif- 

temper o f  the ftate every day become more 

jftubborn and invincible. "

u
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I f  the caufe o f  this political apathy had been 
enquired into, it would have appeared to have ori­

ginated in the tyranny and impolicy of  the legif- 

lators. T h e  remedy was o f  a fimple quality ; 
but it clafhed with the gratification o f  either 
their avarice or extravagance ; it was by exer- 

eilrng a fpirit of  moderation and benevolence to 

their unfortunate tenants— it was by relaxing 

the rigor of  the demand, and accepting rather 
what ought to be given, than what the igno­

rance and neceiiities o f  the farmer might invite 
him rafhîy to promife— it was by enabling the 
poor to live before the rich fhould be luxurious, 
— that emigration would have been retrained, 

and the profperity and happinefe o f  the people 

placed on an immutable' bafis.

I f  it has been proved, that the cultivation o f  

land, comprehends the moft valuable intei'efts o f  

a country -, that the avarice, the inhumanity, the 

mifconduct ofland holders, not only impedes i t ’s 
extenfion, but menaces agriculture itfelf with 

ruin : then the realon of  human law fteps in, 

which is to enforce by penalty, what is in vain 
prefcribed by duty.

Money, that univerfal frgn of  property, has 
been reftrained and prohibited from alcertain- 

ing it’s own price— it has been found expedient 

in every country^ for the laws to interfere be­

tween the avarice o f  the holder, and the diftrefies 
wf the borrower ; this limitation is narrowed or

extended,*
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extended, by the affluence or political neceffitieg 
ot a kingdom. I f  this great principle o f  policy 
has been applied to money, with e q u a l , ' i f  non 

greater reafon, it ihould comprehend the ufe o f  
land.

W h y  ihould laws be enafted for the regula­

tion of bread, and not limit the immoderate 
price o f  land, which enhances the value o f  that 

eiTential article?* W h y  ihould laws fubfift againft 
foreftallers, and regraters, and not in terdit  j o b ­

bers and the modern race o f  holders o f  rack rents*

It will be objeded, that the value of lands be­

ing infinitely variable in quality, and dependant: 
alio upon a variety o f  local citcumftances, pre­

cludes any uniform reftridion ; but this obje&ion 

ts obviated with facility. It is no more than to 

adopt the policy o f  our laws, when it is neceffary, 

ior the fake o f  iome national benefit, to make 

a purchafc o f  lands or houfes. T h e  il liberally o f  

individuals, their fordid wifhes, their thirft o f  ad­

vantage mull bend to the public good, and fub- 

mit to the value returned by the inquifnion o f  an 
impartial jury.

A  committee o f  the Iriih parliament ihould 

be appointed, to enquire into the ftate o f  agri­

culture in that kingdom ; to examine into the 

pricc o f  lands, the complaints o f  the farmer, the 

caufes b f  the late emigration, and the means to 
prevent it in future.

O f

*  C o rn  is dearer in Ireland than in England»
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O f the Import trade of the City of Dublin.

DU  B L  I N ,  the metropilis o f  Ireland, has 
been long ranked with the firft cities in 

Europe, for extent, population and the ele­
gance and fplendor of  it’ s private and publie 

buildings-, inhabited by near two hundred thou­

sand fouls, the feat o f  vice-royal government 
of the courts o f  j u f t i c e - o f  a biennial afiembly 

o f  parliament— it might be expected that admi- 

niftering to the neceffities and luxuries of io ma­

ny individuals, ihould fupply one great branch 

o f  an ample and beneficial commerce.
This  city, fome years ago, fupplied the prin­

cipal towns in the kingdom with teas, hops fu- 
gars, wines, and foreign -fpirits. It w a s  then ,  
oreat market to which the traders in the different 

towns rcforted for the purchafe o f  thefe commo­

dities, but a fpirit o f  traffic having fince ipruflg 
up in the chief ports o f  the kingdom, the 

merchants in thefe places importing direftly, no 
longer purchafe in Dublin but when a tempora­

ry exigence, or the fluctuation of an article holds

out fome particular inducement.
T h e  trade of Dublin conflits at prefent, t ir it ,  

O f  the importation from Britain of  woollen clot , 

haberdafheries, füks, hardwares, & c . — Secon -



ty, o f  teas, hops, fugar, rum, and porter, and 
to bacco, rice, indigo.— Thirdly ,  O f  rum, & c .  

from the Weft-Indies— A n d  fourthly, W ines, 

fruits, and brandy, from France, Spain, and 

Portugal,  & c .
T h e  Ihopkeepers in Dublin o f  the firfl: clafs, 

are chiefly agents employed by the Engliih, who 

are either allowed a com million on the iale, or 
are entitled to a fmall lhare ia the advantage o f  

the trade. T h u s  the very profit on the retail o f  

Britiih manufactures is remitted to England, 

together with the wholefale coil. T h e  retail o fO _ ,
her woollen manufacture is a bufinefs o f  little 

advantage in this city. T h e  unfortunate traders 

in this branch are therefore permitted to ftrug- 

gle unrivalled in this miferable track. N o  E n g -  

liihman envies this clafs o f  men, their long vi- 

fages— their diftrefies— their bankruptcies.

In the fécond clafs we find merchants who are

in the import trade.
T e a  is an article o f  immenfe confumption in 

Ireland- Every clais and defcnption o f  people 

in towns, down to the wretch who fohcits alms, 

uie this favorite commodity. England in pur- 

fuance o f  her commercial regulation, and coun­

tenancing the monopoly o f  the Ead-lndia com­

pany, has prohibitted the importation of tea from 

all other places. In vain can bohea tea be pur- 

chaled at Gottenburg or D u nkirk  at xod. per
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lb.  for which the company charge from 2s. 4c!. 

to 2S. 6d. or green tea from 22d. and upwards, 

for which they charge 4s. 3d. and 4s. 4d. and 

upwards, in the fame proportion. Ireland is 
compelled by the long code o f  penal iaws with 

which her ftatute book abound, to give a com­

pany in England, from which ihe derives no ad­

vantage, twice the value for a commodity o f  ex- 

tenfive and univerfal confnmption.

This  trade falls partly under the fame obfer- 

vations we have made refpe&ing the firft clafs. 
It was formerly attended with a permanent and 

confiderable profit to ti e merchant -, but large 

quantities o f  tea being Cent on commifilon by the 

Engliih (peculators, who pofieíTing' an opportu­

nity o f  adulteration— o f  fubilitution, and of the 

invoice advantage, they have been enabled to 
•underlel the regular importer. T o  this may be 

added the indiicretion o f  the merchants them- 
felves, who, by certifying as a wholefale trader, 

every little vender o f  fpirits, every inconfidera- 

ble grocer, who makes an application for this 
purpofe, produce a mongrel fee o f  traders who 

difgrace commerce, and annihilate a reafonable 

mercantile profit. Thele men whom the mer­
chant, in the dawning of  their fuccefs, when 

the fcdle of  fortune flood fufpended, trufted 
with confiderable rilque.— Whenever it has de- 

çlared a litde in their favor— as loon as they are
beçomç
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become fafe cuftotners, manifeft their gratitude 
by immediately becoming importers. T h u s  
uniting their retail profit with a wholefale advan­

tage, thty diftreis their fellow ihopkeepers, co­
ver their Imuggled teas, and leave the merchant 
to deal with ihe unfortunate and needy.

Alm olt  every merchant who has purfued this 

miferable trade on his own account, has become 

a bankrupt. A  fale without profit, at an exten- 

five credit, to a fufpicious and dangerous clafs 

ot n?en can have no other termination but bank­
ruptcy and ruin.

The obfervation we have made on the grocer 
importing tea, will in fome meafure apply to hops* 

T h is  article lbme years ago afforded the D u b ­

lin merchant a tempting objeft o f  fpeculation. 

Increafed in it’s value two-fold by the arrival o f  
a London mail, many merchants, by a judicious 

forefight, or the contingencyof the feafon, have 

amply improved their fortunes. T h e  fupply for 

many years has however been too liberal to en­

hance the price from a temporary Iriih fcarcity, 

and when the London markets advance to a cer­

tain hight, an illicit importation o f  flemiih hops, 

reftrains a proportionate rile, and will not permit 
it to afcend to it’s proper level.

•■The articles o f  fugar and rum we fhall referve 
for our remarks upon the Iriih Weft-Indian 

îrade. W e  fhall only obferve, that the liquor ge-
K  nerally
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rrcrally exported from London under the deno­
mination o f  rum, is a combination of  a corn Ipi- 

rit diftilled at home,, with a fmall proportion ot 
W eft  Indian runi. For fome years the Dublin 
market for genuine rum luffered much from the 

obtrufion of  this fpurious fraudulent liquor. 

T h e  difcredit into which this article has fallen 
for fome time from London, has happily, in 

a, great meaiure, prevented the importation. 

T h e  out ports have not been equally difgraced 

by this avidity for gain, which does not fcruple 
at adulteration and fraud to effect its wifhes.

Porter I fhall take notice o f  under the head 

o f  raifing the revenue. I- fhall difmil's this 

fubjeft with obferving, that in this article all'o- 

fome London brewers employ their agents in 

Dublin for it’s fale.

T h e  three articles o f  tobacco, rice, and indi­
go, the production o f  the fouthern colonies in 

America, have been monopolized by G reat-Bri- . 

tain. Glafgow and Whitehaven fupplied the 

Irilh with tobacco, and London with rice and- 

indigo. T h e  northern part o f  Ireland hath con­
tributed largely to the colonization o f  South 

Carolina. T h e  molt valuable part o f  her fub- 
jects have gone foith to people a country with 

which ilie was not permitted to have any other

intereourfe
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íntcrcourfe but that which ren dedrolier deftnic- 
tion. . .

T h u s  the only provinces in America worth 
f ig h t in g  for  were interdicted. T h e  valuable 

p art  of that great continent produced no more 
■com mercial advantage to Ireland, than the io lo*  

nies o f  Trance  or Spain, or the dominions o f  the 
Chan of 7  artary. Whilft  Ireland was thus 

treated as an alien, /he v/as compelled to be the 

inftrument o f  enhancing an.advantage which ihe 

was prohibitted from enjoying. She has been 

obliged to accept o f  thefe commodities at thepriçe 

impofed by Britain, deprived o f  the miferable 

confolation o f  procuring them poiïïbly at a 
cheaper European marker.

Is it in this manner France treats any part o f  

her dominions? A re  any, even o f  her conquefts, 

prohibited from trading with herfettlements ? the 

dull  ey ’d Spaniard has at length laid afide fome 

o f  his prejudices, and opened to other ports be- 
iide Cad:z, the trade o f  South America.

Iieland hath beheld a country, to which natufe 

hath beer, remarkably frugal, allume a new af- 

pect. Enriched by a commerce from which fhe 
has been inhibited— the barren wilds— the nig­

gard rocky foil— the humble cots o f  Scotland 

have difappeared, to be happily exchanged for 

i umptuous palaces— fpreading groves— and the 
îich verdure o f  a blooming cultivation.

T h e
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T he merchants in Glafgow have multiplied
their capiuls in tobacco ten times fince the com­

mencement o f  the American war. From 2 d -  

per lb. the ufual price of  that commodity, it has 
rifen to 22c!. and zs. I f  we fuppofe the ftock in 

Scotland to have been worth 200,000l. at the 

beginning o f  hoftiliues, they have enhanced its 

valtie to two millions, France, Spain, and H o l­
land, by the operation o f  the war, no longer had 

occafion to reiort to Scotland, but found this 
valuable article flowing into their ports at an 
eafy price. Ireland prohibited from purchafing 

at their markets, has been the dupe o f  Scotch 

avarice. She has been almoft the only cuftomer 

to the Glafgow merchant, and has given a clear 

profit on every 100I. o f  her immenfe confump- 
tion o f  90I. : this lacrifice to the interefts o f  
Britain, will appear no jnconfiderable caufe of 

the prefent national diftrefs o f  Ireland.

W e  have now to fpeak o f  the Irjfh Weft-In- 
dian commerce. T h e  beef, butter, herring?, and 

linen cloth o f  Ireland, are commodities pecu, 
liarly acceptable to the Weft-India ifiands. 

Thefe articles are often bartered at the Madei- 
ras for their wine, which gives the Irilh mer­
chant an additional favorite article for the Weft- 
India market. T h e  only return permitted by 

Great-Britain for the produce o f  thefe weighty 

çommpdiüies, is rum, T h e  mahogany and py-
m tn tQ
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jnento o f  Jamaica are tpo inconfiderable to dç- 

ferve notice.
In the long train o f  reftri&ions on the trade 

o f  Ireland, I know o f  none more illiberal, fatal, 

and unjuft,  than the prohibition o f  fugar. Thefe  

are fome o f  the confequençes o f  this narrow ma­

lignant fyitem. It affords the Weft-India mer­

chant either a caufe or an excufe for his delay ih 

remitting produce. R um  is too dear, or is not to 

be procured, A  whole year elapfes, and in the 

interval the Iriih merchant either ftruggles with 

the diiappointment, or finks under it’s weight. I f  

rum is forwarded to the Iriih market, he finds ic 

overflowing with an immenfe importation, which 

either precludes a fale, or i f  conftrained by ne- 

ceffity, he forces one— he lofes on the home ad­
venture half the firft coft.

Sugar comes to the Dublin market loaded 
with a commiffion, with the various expences o f  

warehoufe-room, carriage, & c .  -, together with a 

new freight, infurance, & c .  on it’s importation 

from Britain. A l l  this is faved to the Britiih 

manufacturer o f  refined fugar -, aided by a li­
beral drawback, he deprives the Iriih o f  the 

wretched privilege o f  preparing fugar for their 
own confumption.

Ireland claims a removal o f  this reftriition 
upon every ground o f  juitice and policy. T h e  

ppproaching enlargement o f  their trade m uft
comprehend
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comprehend this article, or it will appear that 

England trifles dangeroufly with the fpirit and 
good fenfe o f  that kingdom.

W e  ihall clofe our remarks upon this fubjeft, 
by  obferving, that almoit every merchant who 

has adventured largely into the Weft-India trade 

from Dublin, has failed. H e  is on his firft eflay 
in this path amufed with a liberal profit and a 

quick return. T h e  practice o f  a (harper is thus 

exercifed on the unfufpeiting trader, who elated 

with his good fortune, extends his views, en­

larges his ntque, until, to his utter aftonifh- 

ment, he is fuddenly overwhelmed in bank­

ruptcy and ruin. In vain he hath invoked the 

humanity, the juftice o f  the Weft-India mer­
chant, to make him fome return for his property. 
D e af  to every confideration, but the call o f  pri­

vate intereft, he wraps himfelf up in his legal 

fafety—#nd turns the periihing merchant’s for- '  

tune into a more profitable trade, with the Spa- 
nifli main.

T h e  Iriih attribute this ihameful difregard o f  
honour and integrity to the contagion o f  the cli­

mate, and manners o f  the people. Some o f  

their countrymen, who have maintained a fair 

reputation at home, on removing into this feat 
o f  vice and profligacy, have become equally cor­
rupt, and wanting in probity, even as the natives, 

T h e  northern ports employ the captains o f  
their veffels to difpofe o f  their cargoes, or fend

OUÇ
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out fupercargoes ; and this expedient has, in a  
great meafure, preferved them from this ca* 
Jamity.

O f  the importation o f  French wines and bran­
dy, we will make fome remarks, when we treat 
o f  the effect o f  the prefent mode o f  raifing the 

revenue. T h e  wines o f  Portugal and Spain, be­
ing in general the return for our manufacture 

and produce, ought to be encouraged. T h e  in­
troduction o f  port wine into general uie in 
freland, would deiïroy the vanity o f  that fcan- 

dalous clals o f  men, who indulge their pride and 
palîion for inebriety, by drinking five bottles o f  
claret every evening. T h e  trade with thefe two 

laft countries might be much enlarged in the 
linen branch. T h e  divifiort o f  a piece o f  Iriih 

linen into three parts, neatly lapped, is a facil 
method to encourage it’s fale in Spain.-

J he Dublin trade fupports one or two fhips 
in the Mediterranean, and the fam e number in 
the Dutch trade. Fruit and oils from Leghorn;, 
being a return for Irifh raw hides, and fome 

linen cloth, conftitute the principal [materials o f  
the former trade. W ith  the Dutch an injurious 
trade is carried on for their geneva, manufacture 

o f  toys, & c .  and flax-feed. This  p e o p le ,  

whofe unremitting induftry extraits the wealth 
of every country, take no article o f  the produce 
or manufacture o f  Ireland. Every  décourage­

ment conflitent with the neceffities o f  the king-

* ’■ dom,
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dom, ihould therefore be extended to To ruinous' 

a commerce.
On the whole then, thefe conclufions may be 

drawn. T h e  trade o f  Ireland labours under many 
fevere and injudicious reftri&ions. When public 
credit enables the merchant to engage in com­
merce, the narrownefs o f  it’s channel crouds ad­
venturers into the fame track— they clafh— they 
rival— they ruin each other. T hey  have re- 
cpurfe to various arts, when their property is 
annihilated in protraóling their fall. A t  length 
the failure o f  a principal link o f  the chain dif- 
folves this artificial fyftem. T h e  banks are 
alarmed— they refufe to dilcount, and now un- 
ceafing bankruptcy takes place.

Trade now feems to draw towards a final ex­
tinction. T h e  few merchants that remain, with 
little property, and an unftable credit, think 
themfelves happy, if by avoiding all mercantile 
undertakings, they can make good their en­

gagements.
Such is the fituation of  this unfortunate city 

at prefent. Her deferred harbour carries .no 
other fign o f  traffic, than the black and gloomy 
aiTemblage o f  Englifh colliers. Commerce 
tempted by the delightful fituation o f  this coun­
try, it's fertility, it’s harbours, looked with wift- 
ful eye for that moment, when invited by free­
dom, (he might make it her refidence-, but 
weaçied with expe&ation, diigufted at her hard-
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imps, fhe fee ms at length to have taken a final, 
but reluftant farewell.

0 /  the Eff'eèl o f  the prefent Mode o f raif- 
ing th t Re-venue o f Ireland, on the Man-  
net s and Happinefs o f  the People.

 ̂9

T H E  revenue o f  Ireland is chiefly derived 

from the cuitoms on tobacco, wine, and 
fpints imported, together with the excife on the 

latter manufactured at home. Tobacco ,  altho* 
generally ufed as a luxury, is not pernicious in

1l s nature. In this it (lands reverfed to fpirits. 
1  he one is a iuççedançum to the mind, engaged 
in the laborious offices o f  life— ihe other, whilit 
it oppotes induftry, diitra6ts the underitamfing, 
and enervates and dcitroys the body.

Spirits have been fo productive an article to 
the exchequer o f  Ireland, that the legiflature 
nave never ventured into any liberal meafures, 
to rcftrain their baneful effeits. T h e y  have per­

ceived manufactures Janguilh-----combinations

among ft artificers grow hç^d itrong and turhu* 
AÍ>nt fioth and indolence attend the meagre 
wretches, confumed by the depravation o f  eon- 
ftatit inebriety, and have never yet applied a re­
medy to fp ruinous a diforcer.

One third o f  the fhops in Dublin are venders 
o f  fpiriM- T h e  earnings o f  the multitude are

Lf carried
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carried to thefe poiibnous fountains, and hrcc 
they barter their health, and what fnould be the 
fupport o f  their families, for a temporary mad- 

nefs unfitting them for labour.
T h e  great profits refulting from the fale o f  

this article, entices the moil refpe&able ffcop- 
keepers to be inftruments in debauching the 
manners, and vitiating the conftituiions of  their 
cuftomers ; they are the only perfcns in generaf, 
who grow opulent, and fome o f  the greateft 
mercantile houfes in Ireland, have t^ken their ori­
gin from the infamous profits o f  retailing fpirits. 

T h e  advocates for this pernicious practice, re­
quires us to point out a tax o f  fubftirution. Pe- 
rifn the ungenerous emolument that erefts it's 
head upon the health and happinefs o f  a whole 
people ! but the argument will receive a more- 
decifive anfwer. I f  on the fale o f  fpirits * a- 
mounting to one ihilling, government receives

two
*  Rum "is generally iold in D u blin  at the fo l lo w in g  wholefale 

prices :

Jamaica from 5s. od. to 5s. 3d. per g a k  ftand.

A n t ig u a  4s. 4d. to 4s. 8d. ditto 

Barbardoes 4s. od. to 4s 2d. ditto 

G renada 4s. 8d. to 4s. io d .  ditto

T K e fe  rums are generally  retailed from 8>\ t o ' i i s .  per gallon* 
French brandy from 6s. Sd. to 7$. (id. per gallon wholefale. 

W i l i ik y  from 2s. S d .to  3s. 4d. per gallon do.

I f  a tax o f  tw enty or thirty pounds yearly w as laid on all pe'r- 

fons retailing fpirits, before eight o ’ c lock  in the evening, m ight 

it  not check this pernicious prailice?

A b o u t  6oco puncheons o f  rum , and the fame quantity o f  brant 

d y , h a v e  Iccn co n fu m e d  yearly  in Ireland.

( 74 )
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rtwo pence, and the intoxication arifing from this 
exportation, is a day o f  idlenefs -, a lofs enfues 
from what the artificer would have afforded on 

that d a y ’s produce, equal to an additional tax -> 
belides fhe immenfc profit of, from fifty to one 
hundred per cent, which the retailers enjoy.

W h y  ihould not a wholefome malt liquor 

take the place o f  this malignant article ? T h e  
Irifh have malt uncommonly good and plen­
tiful,  and hops are nearly as cheap as in 

England -, the latter article, for feveral years, 
.has been at an uniform and eafy price, offering 

the brewer all .poflibjle encouragement. But the 
cheapnels of hops, and the low price o f  corn, 

has made no alteration either in the quality ot 

-their beer or it’s price : .their two-penny beer 

•continues as before, <fpiritlefs, loaded and 
iweet,  without any invitation, whatever, to the 

palate. W ith  the advantages the brewers poi- 
leffcd in a moderate excife, and the cheapnels ot 
.the two principal ingredients, it might have 
been expected, they would have manufactured a 

liquor, at a little additional expence, that would 
have weaned the common people from their at­

t a c h m e n t  to fpirits. But the quick return 
o f  a beer, that in a week after brewing was 

put into a courfe o f  confumption, fuperceded 
public expectation, and left no hope in their 
fpirit or generofity. *

Thus

*  There  has been fome late atempts to encourage the brewing



Thus fpirits, aided by their cheapnefs, the 
force o f  ufage, and the momentary happinefs 
in which they wrap the miferable, continue to 
walk uncontrolled, lpreading a general devafta- 
îion over this unhappy country.

The  quantity o f  Engliih porter con fumed 
in Ireland is prodigious. It is fold generally at 
four pence, and fometimes five pence, per quart. 
In a country where lahour is cheap, a price like 

this, muff preclude the inferior ranks from en-r 
joying the benefit o f  a liquor, originally intend­
ed ior their ufe. Some efforts have been made 
to produce Iriih porter, but 211 opulent rival, 
ronduiting his bufineis on an immenfe fcale, 
is not to be affeéled by the efforts o f  a con- 
petitor hazarding a new undertaking, inexperi­
enced in the procefs, and deftitute of a l ie ra i  ca­
pital : even the Scotch infult the Iriih with large 
exportations o f  their porter. Some attempts 

have been made in theIriih parliament to reftrain 
this excels o f  importation, in order to encourage 
their own manofacture. But the influence of  
Britain continues to fecurc the monopoly ; ihe 
îefufes her confent to the taxation of a favou­
rite manufa&ure, without regarding the meaiure 
o f  benefit which would accrue to the Iriih from 
fuch an expedient.

The  brawny laborious porter, and rhe robuft 
and healthy artifan o f  England, carry in their

afpecL
» I
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afpeóV, a certain indication o f  a falubrious air, 

and a wholefome courfe o f  living -, contraft 
them with the emaciated artificer o f  Dublin, 
with long and hollow vifage, whole trembling 
hand can icarely receive the alms which his mi- 

ferable appearance extorts from the humane and 
charitable, and a ju ft  conclufion may be drawn 

ot the neceffity o f  lome immediate and effectual 
remedy.

D r .  Smith in his natural h i i lo ry o f  Dublin, 

has (hewn, that within the lad fifty years, fince 

the introduction o f  fpirits among the common- 

people, that the number o f  females born, have 

confiderably exceeded that o f  the male ; the con- 
trary before that period prevailed— the contrary 

fubfifts in every northern country, that is unlc- 
duced by debauchery, or the pretended arts o f  
refinement.

T h e  confumption o f  fpirits ihould, therefore, 
be reftrained and abridged, whilft that o f  male 
liquor ought to be advanced and enlarged— the 
one ihould be made agreeable to the people, 
and placed within their reach -, the other en­
hanced in it’s value, and rendered inacçeilïble * 
in fhort, the prefent order ihould be entirely 
rcverfed.

Hivincr difrnified the lower ranks, let us look
O  7  v

a little upward. T h e  hofpitality of the Iriih has 
been a copious four ce o f  panegyric. Several 

çaufes may be pointed out fpr the exercife o f  thi%
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truly aimable quality: I call it aimable,'however, 
in a fenfe which cannot be extended to the g e ­
neral ufage o f  that country. I think the hofpi- 
tality o f  Ireland may be traced to thele caules ;
indolence— little intercourfe with ftrangers_
cheapnefs o f  provifions and liquors— and laftly, 
a love o f  difîîpation.

T h e  two fiift cauies w; 11 be readily admitted. 
Whether the native Iriih inherit from their mi- 
Icfian anceftors, a tinilure of  Spanifh pride and 
languor, or their want o f  application i-s a defeft 
of opportunity, and a proper ftimulus to in- 
duftry, I will not determine. T h e  low price 
■or f ie n c h  wine, favours the diflipation o f  the 

middling and fuperior ranks, in the fame degree 
as tpirits have depraved the common people.

I  rench wine pays no higher duty in Ireland 
than I oitugai or Spanifh wines. T h e  confump- 
tion of the former is therefore very great. A l -  

moft every merchant in Dublin is either wholly 
or partially in the wine bufinefs. This is ano­
ther, but an artful fpring o f  hofpicality. T h e  
wine merchant who relics upon the integrity and 
candor o f  his dealing— the quality o f  hïs wines, 
and the moderation of  his prices— will foon dif- 
cover that he has been flattered by a delufive ex­
pectation. H e mu ft, if he intends to profecute 
this line with fuccels, entertain his friends and 
acquaintance to the utmoft ftretch o f  extreme 
debauchery. PcfísfTed o f  a ftr-ong head, the

wir,e
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wjne merchant fills bumpers, permits no perfia 
to flinch his glafs \ and having at length drank 
his company into a ftate o f  utter inebriety, they 
are conveyed home > and if  in the morning they 

recover without a violent head ach and fever* 
they applaud the wine, give credit to the hofpi- 
tality o f  the merchant, and as an inftance o f  their 

gratitude, order a parcel o f  his old claret, with 
which they may get drunk with the fame fuc- 
cels. N o  man acquires a fortune in the wine 
trade, who has not ruined a good conftitution.

French wines, from the fmallnefs o f  their fpi!- 

rit, can be drank in large quantities. T h is  de­

votes the whole evening to the charms o f  the ta­

ble. It is very feldom that any mercantile buii- 

nels is tranfaóted after dinner. T h e  humidity o f  

the air, and inceflant rains, makes home delight­

ful. It is in vain then to attribute t o *  hofpita-

• '  l i c y  w

* I  hope I. /hall (land excufcd From cond em n ing a fr ien d ly , g e ­

nerous, rational reception, when I decry the inconfiderate and in ­

jurious lioip^Lality w hich prevails in m any parts o f  Ire la n d . I t  

is in C o n n a u g h t  that this excefTive fe ftiv ity  predominates ; and it 

is  w ell  k n o w n , that the gentlemen o f  that co un try  are opprcfied 

w ith  debts, refufe juîtice tu their creditors, and fet the la w  at de­

fiance. I t  induftry w as once eftabliflied, this vicious extravagance 

(w h ic h  is often eonfodered as a virtue, extended a little beyond 

i t ’s l im its)  w o u ld  foon be exploded, and liberality , tempered w ith  

difcrction, fubiiituted in it ’ s p lace. Juftice to creditors w o u ld  not 

then be facrificed at the Cirine o f  improvident generofity. M a n y  

o f  the principal merchants in D u blin  have become bankrupts, occa- 

fioned b y  this fp ir it  o f  diflipation and extravagance. T h e ir  annual
expenditure

C 79 )
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lity, what is plainly derived from the natural 

temper o f  the people, and the facility with which 
it is gratified.

The  intereft o f  the legiflatnre in countenan­

cing their own vices, mult be the true caufe o f  
their indulgence to clarer. The  immenfe value 

o f  that article, and o f  French brandy, is almoit 

entirely difcharged by bills on London. They 

export nothing to that country but, in time of  

peace, fome cargoes o f  beef. T h e  miferable 

pealants o f  Ireland fubfift chiefly on potatoes and 

lalt, in order that the beef, with which that fer­
tile country abounds, may pay for the wine o f  

France, and regale their tyrannical landlords. 

One o f  the beft meafures that could be devifed 

for the benefit o f  Ireland, would be an additio­
nal duty o f  ten or fifteen pounds per ton on clar 
ret. This meafure during the war is indifpen- 

fable. Every hogfhead that is now received in 
neutral veiTels, is a dead balance againft that 
country.

T h e  taxes in Ireland are moderate, if  induitry 
was awakened, and fhe had a proper field for 

exertion. There is one, however, repugnant to 

liberty, and opprtffive in it’s exerciie. This is

expenditure was ufuaÎly h a l f  their principal. T h e  misfortunes 
of the laft tw o or three years have, however, introduced a ipirit 

or oeconomyand attention, which may (lied a gracious and v ivi­
fy in g  influence on drooping commerce.

the



( St )
the tax upon hearths.* A  tax which gives a 

right o f  entry into the inmoil receifi* o f  the 

houfe ; and which alarming the unfortunate 
cotter, as i f  a foreign enemy was at his door, 
hurries him into the fields with the fe w  move­

ables he can convey from the relentlels colleftor 

W ill iam  the III. aboliihed this odi.us  tax in 

England, upon his accefton. It would have 

been a judicious meafure, if  this benefit had 
been extended to Ireland.

1  he late itamp duties, introduced under the 

acîminiflration o f  lord Harcourt,  have been very 
unpopular. I remember they were eftimated at 

fitty  thoufand pounds, but they did not pro­

duce much* more than half that fum. News 

p  ipers were a luxury to a people naturally indo­

lent, and who confequencly looked for news, 
with a proportionate avidity. T h e y  are befides* 

repofnpries o f  knowledge, for the middling and 
lower ranks. T h e y  could not without regret, 

behold thefe favourite vehicles, trebled in Their 

price. A n d  the news paper editors dragg’J 
from their afylums, re echoed the murmurs°of 

tne multitude. I do not wiili this part o f  the 
ftamp duties to be increafed. A n  impartial 

news paper is a fountain o f  liberty and kn o w ­

ledge, which I defire to behold always acceffiblc 
to the loweft o f  the people.

* I t  amounts to about  fifty-five thoufand pounds annually.
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O f the Revenue of Ireland.

O
N  this fubjeft I (hall be e x t r e m e l y  concile. 

The fallen revenue of Ireland is the com-

ment of every news-paper. ^
Before the accefíion of  his pretent majefty, 

Ireland was nationally opulent. She was like a 

prudent man, poffeifed o f  a fmall income, who 

manages it with œconomy and frugality. A l -  

mott exempt from debt, her exchequer, if  not 

rich, was never exhauiled. T h e  furplus of hti 
revenue invited new appropriations for the im­

provement of her manufactures and commerce. 

Thus her linen trade fprung up like fome 

fiourlihing oak, which aided by the hand of  at­
tentive art, arrived at an anticipated maturity. 

T h e  Dublin fociety, the coal mines o f  Ireland, 
the charter ichool, and a number o f  other pub­
lic objefts, partook of the munificence of par­

liament.
Since the laft peace, this unhappy country 

has been the melancholy fubjeft o f  a boundlefs 
rapacity and extravagance, which cannot be be­
held without concern and indignation. V ice­

roys have been lent over, as to another Roman 
Sicily, to repair their ruined fortunes, and gra­
tify their partizans with the choiceft ipoils * of 

1 ' ' the

* In the long train o f  thofe gentlemen, Sir John B U c k -

q aiere , fecvettry  to  the latê lo rd  H arco u rt, is rem arkable.

H e  p lac ed  or. the p e c f io n  l i f t ,  l»i» roiftieffes and  h is p art i ian s  ; lie 
r  * ... cr.joys
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the kingdom. T a x  has followed tax every fuc- 
ceeding feiîicns, whilft the debt o f  the nation 

continually accumulated.
T h e  peniion lift * intended to be the roll o f  

public meric, has been converted into a wafteful 

provifion for the worthlefs and undeferving. 
T h e  army has been augmented in a time of pro­

found peace, upon a broken condition of the 
whole o f  it’s force being kept in the kingdom for 
it’s fafety and defence. Places have been mul­
tiplied, and created for the purpofe o f  procu­
ring or preferving a venal majority in parliament.

. T h e  trade o f  the kingdom labouring under 

heavy and unneceffary reftriétions, has been 
checked, even in this confined ftate, by the moil 
fatal impolicy. T h e  provifion trade annihilated 
by an embargo, the linen manufactory curtailed 
and depreciated by the American war, the con- 
fequent decline and bankruptcy o f  the merchants 
prefents one view o f  the ftate o f  the kingdom, 
and it’ s revenue. T h e  high price of  tobacco, 
which has leflened the confumption o f  that ar­
ticle nearly two thirds, and the ceflation of the 
importation o f  rum and foreign fpirits-, two ar-

enjoys the office o f  A ln a g e r  o f  Ireland, worth about a thoufand 

pounds per y e a r ;  and obtained a grant o f  a large portion o f  the 

Phoenix park, which had been before appropriated for the recrea­

tion and health o f  the citizens o f  D u b lin .  T o g e th e r  w ith thefe 

advantages, he is fuppofçd to have amaiTed a large fu m , from  

the emoluments o f  his iituation. W h ilf t  he w as  in office, almoft 

every appointment w as fet up to a political auélton.
- *  T w o years ago, it amounted to upwards o f  lo o ,o o o l .  annually*

tides
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tides the moft confiderable in the cuftoms,. 

lead us to another obvious fource of a reduced 
revenue.

T h e  eftablifnment and national expence o f  
Ireland, is nearly a million annually. T h e  re­
venue to defray thefe charges, was formerly ap­
proaching to and fometimes meeting that ex­
pence, but is at this-day only about half this fum. 
T h e  national debt is now nearly two millions.

Such is the fimple outline o f  one o f  the mofb 
alarming and ludden1 re volutions, in finance, which- 
is to be found in modern hiilory. I f  war had 
defolated the country— if  an enemy had block­
ed up its ports— if a rebellion had raged in the 
kingdom— Thefe are caufes which muft natu­
rally and without exciting aftoniihment, produce 
this ruinous effect. But that the whole Tuper- 
ftrufture o f  the policy o f  a country, Ihould be 
founded upon fuch miferable and disjointed ma­
terials, as to periih under their own weight, 
exhibits a mournful fpe&acle to the prefent 
age, and will poffibly prove a u ft fui leUon to- 
pofterity.

T h e  voice o f  patriotifm has often founded in 
minifterial ears, without fuccefs, this dreadful 
moment o f  national calamity. T h e  penfioner 
— the placeman, the lawyer, the land holder, the 
merchant, are all equally involved in this uni- 
verfal wreck. T h e  misfortunes o f  the kingdom-

have



have given a common caufe, and patriotifm now 
iprings from the unhallowed foil o f  venality it- 
felf.

A s  the revenue has taken it’s origin with com­
merce, and has periihed with it— it is only by 

the revival o f  the latter, that the former can be 
reltored. T h e  Parliament o f  Ireland have 
juflly  confidered a free trade as the frrft ftep to­

wards aleviating the diftreifes o f  their country. 
It will however require much zeal, patriotifm, 

and attention to its commercial objefts, to render 
it flouriihing and happy.

( 85 )

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  is a . ih o r t  ( la te  o f  the  n a t io n a l  e x p e n c e  a c - i
in c o m e .

D r .

F r o m  1 7 5 1  to  1 7 5 3 ,

I d . ,
C iv i l  lift  _

1 4 3 >7 QS 0 S i
M i l i t a r y  -------  , 7 6 2 , 5 7  r 7 7
Sundries —  .____ 1 1 0 ,4 2 6

I

10 5
8^-P.iid o f  the n a t io n a l  d e b t  c o n tra rte d  ]

. in th e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r s  J 1 2 0 ,0 0 0 0 0

B a la n c e  t o  cr e d it  o f  the n a tio n 3 3 2>747 *9 8?

j 4 6 9 ,4  50 17 10
C r .  w t "

£. s. d.
B y  h a la n c e  in the  e x ch eq u e r 2 5  3>°44 1 7 H
1 s t .  R e v en u e . 1216,406. 0 I f

1 4 6 9 .4 5 0 17  IQ
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In  the year  1 7 5 9 * •

D r * k
£• s' t?.

T o  civil lift — 1 8 1 ,9 6 9  IS ti
T

M il itary  eftablifhment — 8 2 0 ,3 8 +  14 OÏ

Sundries, concordatum,  penfionlif t ,  Sec. 2 7 9 , 5 5 1  4 6 i

1 ,2 8 0 ,8 9 9  13 I O f

Balance in the  exchequer ,  t o i
8 4 ,3 9 6  7 9 Î

credit  of  the  natiôii  J

1 ,3 6 6 , 2 9 6  I 8
Cr*

£■
d.

By balance  in the exchequer,  in
x

1 / 5 / 2 4 9 ,4 2 2  i j 4 i
1

N e a t  revenue —  1 , 1 1 6 , 8 7 3  6

1, 3 6 6 , 2 9 6  i 8
N o t e ,  I n  order t o  put  the  na tion  iii a f tate o f  defence, a

vo te  o f  credit  palfed for raifing 300 ,0 00  a t  four  per «cent.
i f  foun d  nectJTary.

F ro m  Ï Î 5 9 ,  t o  1761.
D r .

£ . s- </.

Civil lift —— 2 0 2 ,3 5 2  19 4
Military  — 9 9 7 ,0 7 2  5 3
Sundries ------ 2 8 1 ,8 8 8  4

E x c e e d in g s  --------- - 1 8 ,6 2 2  3 1

»j+9 9 )6 3S 12 9?
Cr . 7

£■ . s-

By ba lance  in the  exchequer 8 4 ,3 9 6  7 9 1

N .  revenue * «— 1 ,1 9 1 ,8 0 0  7 o {

National  deb t  — ■ * 2 2 3 ,4 3 8  17 1 8 Í

i i499»6 3S 12 9 *

/



F r o m  1761 t o  1763  
pivi l  lift — -  2 2 1 ,3 6 5  12 4
M il i ta ry  —  _  1 1 2 4 ,7 4 3  1 8
Sundries —  —  3 3 2,9 3 4  7 o j
N a t io n a l  de b t  ■—  ■ ■ »  2 2 3 , 4 3 8  17 11
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1 9 0 2 ,4 8 1  19 cl

C r .
£ • Sa

By N t .  revenue —  1 3 8 1 , 3 2 0  3 i\

N a t io n a l  de b t  in 1763 — —• 52 1 ,1 6 1  16 7J

1 9 0 2 ,4 8 1  19  o j
T h u s  in every feíííons, the  different b r a n c h e s ,  o f  na t iona l  

expence have  been advanced ,  w i th  the  m oi l  unguarded  
profufion, and the  n a t io na l  de b t  c on f tan t ly  increafed, 
N o t w i t h f t a n d i n g  every leffions f ines 1 7 6 3 ,  e x cep t  the  la i l ,  
new or  addi t ional duties have  been impofed.

T h e  na t iona l  deb t  in the  pre ient  ye a r  :
Z-

ïn th e l a f t  fellion the  na tional  deb t  1 0 6 1 ,0 0 0  ^ this accountta-  
L o a n  and ton t in e  -  4 6 0 , 0 0 0 ^  ken from the
Deficiency o f  lall 2 years fuppofed 600 ,000*^  Pubiic Plints

Prefent  na tional  de b t  2 1 2 1 , 0 0 0

T h e  national eftablifhment Ihould be b ro u g h t  b a c k  to it’ s ftate 

in 1753,  when the revenue w as equal to it 's  preient produce, and 

♦ill future exceedings in favou r o f  the nation, íhould be applied 

to the dilcharge o f  the national debt, and the promotion o f  trade 
and manufactures.

In 1763, when the national debt began to appear alarm ing— in- 

ilead o f  dim iniihing unnecefiarv expences, the com m ons relolved 

that no money w ould be granted for the encouragem ent or fup- 

poi t o f  any particular trade or manufacture w hatever.”

T h e  pre ient  national  expence is fuppofed to  be 8 6 - , c c o f .  
annua l ly ,  which exceeds the ei labli ihment  in 1 7 : 9  23 2,0501. 
^s. od ,  and in 1753 near  56 6 ,0 0 0  annual ly .

O f



O f  a National Bank.
>■

CI V I L I Z A T I O N ,  carries with it, as it’s infe-
' parable chara&eriftic, the ufe o f  money.

Wherever it is introduced, we may fuppofe the
ftate to have arrived at a copfiderable degree of
refinement. T h e  learned Montefauieu obferves,i f

that the cultivation o f  lands, that important ftage 
o f  improvement, has always produced a fign 
o f  value.

T h e  ordinary intercourfe o f  mankind, for the 
iupply o f  their immediate perfonal wants, is iuf- 
fkiently aníwered by thofe common figns of  va­
lue in all nations, gold and filver. But the 
tranfinifilon o f  thefe metals from one kingdom 
to another, having bçeh found dangerous and 
inconvenient, and a property in them at home, 
cafual and hazardous, bills o f  exchange have 
been invented for the purpofe o f  a facil and 
fafe conveyance, and paper to afiure a certain 
and portable poiTclîion.

Paper being the reprefentative o f  a fign, it pre* 
fumes itss value to be lodged in fome lafe depo- 
fitory, to which accefs can be always attained, 
for its exchange. 1  |iefe receptacles are either 
private or public.

When an individual has acquired the reputa­
tion of  extenfive property, whether it is real or

ideal,



ideal, this acknowledgment o f  value is a j ig n ,
■that it fubfiits with him ; and it is 'accordingly

•received with a current faith and confidence.

T o  this repofal o f  truft we owe the origin o f  
.private banks.

A  public bank differs frqm a private one in 
this important inilance, that it’s capital is known 
and allured. In this, the utmoft faith is 
placed, for it is the public ,  which, in a par­

ticular degree, trufts itfelf : as it’s material ne­
gotiations, it’s profits and it’s Ioffes, are difdofed 
a«d avowed, each individual may poiTcfs the 
knowledge o f  a partner, and know the liability 
o f  the bafis on which his property refts.

Private banks, in the enjoyment o f  public
confidence, and the confequent poiîefîîon o f  it’s
wealth, have been tempted by views o f  profit,

to embark in great and extenfive fpeculations j
they have extended their engagements beyond

the pale o f  difcretion and fafety ; their private

expences have been profufe and extravagant,
or, their original property confined and Tnfe- 
cure.

England has experienced a feries o f  misfor­
tunes f iom  the mifcondud o f  private banks, in 
all theie feveral inftances. T h e  apprehenfions 
o f  individuals, extending their fears to all indif- 
çriminately, thefe private repofitories have tot­
tered to their foundation.

N  A



A  public bank, condufled upon liberal and 
enlarged principles, ftands upon a firmer ground 
It  is immutable as the ftate ltfelf. Shook by 
no danger, but when the public ex.ftence >s at 
ftake, in the hour of private calamity, «  affords 
a fare refuge. T h e  paffing gale which difturbs 
the unpillared edifices o f  private banks, ferves 
but to llrengthen this mighty rock which up­

holds the public profperity.
In every country where commerce flouriibes, 

we find' public banks. England, Scotland, 
H o l l a n d ,  Germany, Venice, Genoa, and many 

other commercial places have early adopted this 

national furety for their national wealth. They 
have experienced it’ s animating w a rm th -th e  vi­
gour it communicates to commercial enterprizes 
— and the flowing opulence which it introduces.

When Lewis X I V .  defirous o f  deftroying the 

Dutch republic, was near the gates o f  Amfter- 
dam, the"public faith continued fo great in tnat 
celebrated depofitum, that thofe perfons, who,

on the firft alarm, had croúded to the bank, 
now returned the money they had received, as 
to the iafeft afylum in that moment o f  danger.

T h e  commerce o f  England has been increafed 
three-fold fince the inftitution of  it’s national 
bank : it’ s paper is to the private Banker in 

this country, what caih is in Ireland.
Ireland, which has had the example o f  E ng­

land before h e r — which has faftained the moil 
............. ... ,i. • ■ ■ violen^
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violent fhocks from the failure o f  her Bankers—  
ivhich has witnefied their pride— their infolence 
—  their private views— their weaknefs, has never 
Undertook the eftablilhment o f  a national bank. 
H e r  indolence and want o f  fpirit would provoke 

bur indignation, i f  we did not commiferate her 
diftrefs. — *  ^

In Dublin, there is, at this time, four private 
banks. T h e  houfe o f  Latouches, is equal, per­

haps, in opulence to any private bank in Europe. 
T h e  family is compofed o f  men o f  the ftriéteft 
integrity and the moil amiable qualities, It is 
not my intention to investigate characters ; there 
'are valuable and worthy men, I believe, in all 
thofe banking houfes.

But no valuable qualities in individuals will 
be an atonement for their public inconvenience, 
or their collective conduit; T h e  paper o f  thefe 
banks hold the lame rank in payment as the 
notes o f  the bank o f  England in this country. 

T h e  demand on a Banker in Ireland is for caíh  ̂
H e  tnuft diicharge his outftanding notes with 
fpecie, or he is infolvent.

T h e  principal objed o f  the banking trade in 
Ireland is the bufinefs o f  difcounting. I f  we 
fuppofe the capital o f  a houfe to be any given 
fum, with which they propofe to difcount, it is 
obvious, that i f  they only employ this capital, 
they can have no other advantage than the legal 

intereft o f  their fortune. This  might be attain­
ed.

(  9 i  )



ed many ways, without the hazard and nume­
rous expenccs o f  this undertaking. But as 
Bankers pofiefling the public confidence, they 
preferve at home a certain quantiry o f  fpecie9 
which they deem fufficient to anlwer the ordi­
nary demands upon them and keep in a courfe 
o f  circulation^ four or five times their capital. 
It mu ft be evident from thefe premifes, that no 
Banker purfuing this branch o f  his bufinefs, 
is literally equal to his engagements. H e  may 
be poffelTed o f  landed property, o f  other Bankers 
notes, o f  government debentures, but none 
o f  thefe articles can be offered in payment, whilft 

he preferves his credit.
In the year 1772, public credit in England 

comunicated the ihoek it underwent at that pe­
riod to Ireland, and produced a run on the 
banks in Dublin. The  ho life o f  Sir George 
Colebrooke and Company, in that city, failed, 
and another houfe, Finlay and Company, o f  
whofe fortune and integrity I have a good opi­
nion, was reduced to the neceffity o f  paying irv 
government debentures -, and at length, of  hav­
ing their notes iadorfed to ftrengthen the fecu- 

rity.
Befides thofe which are properly called Bank­

ing houfes, there have been others o f  an inferior 
clafs, who have for a time occupied a certain 
portion o f  public confidence. O f  the lait were 
the houfes o f  Hugh Hen, Mitchell and Richard

Under-
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Underwood, Efqrs. Thefe gentlemen who were 
eminent land agents, iffued notes, in which they 
promiied to be accountable on demand. T h e  
former fucceeded his father in this path, and 
although Mr. Mitchell  was fome thoufands de­

ficient at his father’s deceafe, he continued for 
many years to enjoy a confiderable degree o f
truth M r. Underwood, from an obfeure origin,
by the efforts o f  an indefatigable induftry, had 
raifed himfelf to a feat in the Houfe o f  C o m ­

mons, and poíTdTed as an agent a lucrative in­
come.

M r. Mitchell  had long ftruggled under the diffi­
culties arifmg from his original embarrafsments ; 
when at length, in the beginning o f  laft year, he 
failed. A t  this time, Mr. Birch, a man o f  infinite 
enterprize, who, from keeping a grocer’s Ihop, 
was bccome a member o f  the Houfe o f  C om ­

mons, in poiTcilion o f  the Kingfland eftate,
o f  the eftate o f  George Ogle, Efq-, — in íhort,

who had a rent roll o f  twelve thoufand pounds 
a year— had, notwithftanding all this femblance 

o f  greatnefs, been long connected with M r.  
Mitchell, for the purpole o f  a mutual fupport. 
Unable  to make good his engagements without 
this fee ret aid, his failure immediately followed 
that of M r.  Mitchell’s. T his  great bankruptcy, 
which amounted to near two hundred thoufand 
pounds, once more alarmed the public for the 
fafety o f  the banks. T h e y  immediately prefled

that
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that bank which had appeared weakeft in 1772 j 
and notwithftanding the efforts o f  that houfe 

to obtain caih from England in time, to anfwer 
the terrified holders o f  their notes, it was after 
much ftruggling, compelled to flop payment. 
A t  this period Mr. Underwood alfo failed.

A n  entire ceifation o f  difcounting enfued, 
Thofe who had lodged money in the Banks, think­
ing it no longer fecure, caufed it immediately to 
be withdrawn. T h e  bankers ceafing to be an 
obje£t o f  confidence, were unable, or unwilling 
to extend it to others. A n  univerial diftruft pre­
vailed. Merchants who had embarked their for­
tunes in unfuccefsful purfuits, who were deficient, 

or who relying on their reputation for integrity 
or fortune, had ventured into engagements, u p ­
on an expectation o f  difcounting, continued to fail, 
and each to fpread an additional ruin. Money 
was not to be obtained for the common occafi- 
on o f  circulation. The  moil opulent experienced 
the embarraHment o f  difcharging their debts in 
fpecie, when caih alone was in ufe. Commerce re­
verts to it’s firil narrow and circumfcribed circle 
■— the buiineis of  the merchant is no more, and 
with him periihes the fpirit and welfare o f  the 
nation.

L e t  us fuppofe the notes in circulation iffued 
by the bankers upon the credit o f  the merchant 
and money holders, to have amounted to half a 
million, and that four parts of  this fum in the

courfe
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courfe o f  a year, has been withdrawn, the effect 
o f  this event upon manufactures and commerce, 

muft appear pregnant with ruin. *
T h e  hiftcry o f  thefe commercial events, i? 

fufficient without any argument, to prove the 

expediency o f  a national bank in Ireland : as 
fufpicion can never here awake, this inftitutiou 
can never be fubjeót to the violence o f  alarm. 
T h e  private banks would alfo experience the ihel- 

ter o f  it’s wide fpreading branches. T h e  paper 
o f  the national would b e ,  in the place o f  what 
jfpecie is at prelent. W hilft  the private poiTelTeçl 
debentures and good mercantile paper, the nati­
onal bank, zealous for the public fafety, woulçl 

never fuffer them to fail.
W e  have feen the private banks riding in the 

tempeft, we have beheld their wreck, and the 
numerous difafters which have flowed from their 
misfortunes, let us next examine them when the 
iky is ferene, and the fea calm and unruffled* 

T h e  bufinefs o f  Exchange is one great fourcp 
o f  a banker’s profit. T h is  the wealthy bankers 
can raiie or fall at pleafure, it is no more than to 
enlarge or reltrain their difcounting, to enter in­
to fecret agreements to take or not to take bills 
upon the exhange. T h u s  the interefts o f  the mer­
chant and the community, are facrificed to the 
convenience and profit o f  a few individuals.

Governed

*  X-he circulation o f  the bank  o f  E n glan d  paper, i& fupp«fed 

to be fixty mil Ions*



Governed by fecretand unknown motives, in- 
ftead o f  allowing the merchant a fafe and certain 
navigation, with which for a time he is deluded, 
he is fuddenly and without any apparent caufe 
driven on Ihoals or rocks, where he periihes with­
out a hand itretched out to his affiftance. 7  he 
caprice o f  a partner, the pretended fettlement o f  
their accounts; the dread o f  an approaching 
linen market, the failure o f  fome merchant, 
caufes them without any notice to forbear dif- 
founring.

T h e  anxious merchant turns over his bills, 
places the beft uppermcft, and like fome unfor­
tunate criminal dragged to execution, approaches 
with a palid cheek ándPtrembling hand, the coun­
ter o f  the banker— he watches his eyes— he ex­
amines his countenance, as if  the dye o f  lift was 
about to be caft; and now he either revives in 
all the transport o f  happinefs, or finks into the 
gloomy vale of deje&ion and defpair.

T h e  converfe o f  the merchants o f  this unfor­
tunate country, is not an enquiry into new and 
untracked channels o f  profitable commerce ; a 
mutual information of  the wants and neceffities o f  
foreign kingdoms, o f  the cheap and advantage­
ous commodities of  different countries, but whe­
ther the banks are doing any thing, an intimation 
o f  their private diitreifes, an exchange o f  their 
notes, information o f  private difcounting and bit» 

ter refie&ions on the calamity o f  the times.
Such
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Such is the p iâure  I draw o f  the confeqrences 
of the prefent mode o f  banking in the Metropo­

lis o f  Ireland. I fhall be happy i f  a repi d'entati-* 
on, not overcharged, ihould produce any benefi­
cial efFe&s,

O f an Abfentce Tax. •

I Shall endeavour to eftabliih the following 
propofition, viz. T h a t  a tax upon all lands* 

tenements, and heriditaments in Ireland, the 
proprietors o f  whiçh do not refide fix months in 
the year in that kingdom, is juft  and expedient.

T h e  juftice o f  this tax I (hall attempt'to prove 
from two confiderations : Firft, that every man 
enjoying property in a country is bound to de­
fend it -, and next, that every perfon ought to 
contribute a part o f  his property towards the 

expence o f  that government, by which the re­
mainder is protpdted.

T h e  original title to lands was the right o f  oc- 
cupancy. Abfence implying an idea o f  an aban­
donment c f  that occupancy, which in this cafe is 
the whole title, would warrant either a forfeiture 

o f  the poíTeílion, or at leaft a quantum o f  it for 
prcferving the reft. T h e  introduction o f  the 
feodal fyftem, eftabliihed as a fundamental 
maxim, that the king was fupreme lord o f  all 
the lands in his dominion's, and that every man’s 
poiTeiTicns were derived as a gift from him on

O  condition

( 97 >



condition o f  rendering feodal fervice. T h e  ha^ 
nourable and eíTential part of the fervice requir­
ed under this tenure,.was that the tenants ihould 
be prepared, not only to defend their own pro- 
■perty, but that o f  the whole kingdom. T h e  po­
licy and wifdom o f  this conilitution appeared in 
the immutable footing, the teudifU gained 

wherever they once fettled.
Independent o f  the feodal principles, which 

are the bafis o f  our policy, the right of calling 
on each individual to give his aid in preferving 
that ftate from which he derives his property, is 
evident from natural reafon. i t  cannot for a mo­
ment be fuppofed that any perlon is obliged to 

hazard his life in the defence o f  that which the 
owner does not think proper to defend, and 
which poiiibly he ignominioufly deferts in the 
hour o f  danger. The  prefence o f  the proprie­

tor is frequently neceflary from two caufes, to 
refill internal turbulence, or oppofe external 
hoilility. I f  he negleits his duty under either' 
o f  thefe circumflances, I fhall not affirm that his 
property ought to be entirely forfeited, but the 
inference is undeniable, that a certain portion o f  
his property in that country ought to be de­
manded, in order to provide for the general pre­

servation.
T h e  Greek leaiflators carried this principleu

much farther ; they fuppofed every man to owe 
an indifpenfible duty to his country, which in

times
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■times o f  public emergency would have rendered 
him infamous, i f  he had not exerted himfelf in 

it ’s defence. A s  in civil commotions the fafety 
o f  the ftate was endangered, Solon the A the­

nian legiflator enaCted, that whoever was neu­
ter on thefe occafions fhould have his property 

confifcated. It was deemed an impiety o f  the 
"firft magnitude to b e  an inaCtive fpectator o f  any 

evil which threatened to overwhelm the ftate. 

•It is from this principle that American confifca- 
tion, I prefume, has been adopted.

On the whole, Ireland has internal foes and 

external enemies ; thofe whofe fituation will not 
allow them to appear in it’s defence, or who 
ihrink from the profpeCt o f  danger, ought, with 

xhearfulnefs and gratitude to contribute to the 
national ftrength.

T h e  other confideradon on which the juftice 
o f  this tax refts, is equally conclufive. Society 

was inftituted for the protection o f  the lives and 
properties o f  it’s members. It is eflential to it 
that there ihould be a power lodged fomewere 
to enaCl laws, and to carry thefe laws into ex e ­
cution. This  power we call government, and 
it’s eftabüîhrrent requires a certain contribution 
from each individual for it’s fupport, which is 
named the revenue ; and therefore, i f  any indi­
vidual refules to contribute his aid toward that 
eiiablifnment by wh'ch his life or property is 
preierved- he puts himfelf out o f  the protection

o f
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o f  government, a^d his poiïcffions ought to 

be ieized. T h e  learned Montefquieu defines pub­
lic revenue to be a portion that each iubject 
gives of  his property, in order to lecure and en­

jo y  the remainder.
Abféntees do not contribute to that eftablifli- 

ment by which a large military iorce is fupport- 
cd to preferve the kingdom from foreign ene­
mies ; they give nothing towards the fupport 
of-thofe laws by which their property is feeured 

from private invafion. Jnftead of appearing 
perionally as the champions o f  their country, 
they fap the foundation of it’s firength. It is to 
them that Ireland mud attribute her prefcnt fee­
ble nets' and imbecillity -, they have relaxed ail 
the fprings o f  commerce and induftry, by drain­
ing the kingdom o f  it’s ipecie, 1 hey have left 
n o  other refourcé to the unfortunate and injured 
inhabitants but their arms and native intrepidi­
ty, againft the hoftile defigns o f  the houle of1 

Bourbon.
Having confidered the juftice o f  this tax un­

der thefe two heads, I (hall attempt to take a, 
view o f  it from another ftation.

What are the general motives which induce 
the abfentees from Ireland to refide in another 
kingdom ? They are evidently thefe three. T o  
gratify their luxury, or their ambition— or be- 
caufe they have large poffeffions in England. 
N o  perion fur a moment will argue it to be juft.
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that the inhabitants o f  Ireland Ihould be wretch­
ed, even literally ftarved, for the purpofe o f  

adminiftering to the voluptuous appetites o f  any 
opulent individual in England. A l l  the real 

b le (Tings o f  life may be enjoyed in their utmoft 

extent in Ireland. Inftead o f  being overlooked 
or contemn’d in the immenfe vortex o f  wealth 

y/;th which he is furrounded in this kingdom, a 
grateful tenantry in Ireland would behold him 

with a refpeót approaching to adoration. 7  his 
would be an ambition worthy o f  a generous, an 
upright, and a fenfjble man. I f  however he 
ihould prefer the vain and defultory hopes of  

arriving at power by an abjeft attendance on 
court favorites or political revolution his e x­

pectations mult compenfate for a tax, to which 

this motive for his abfence cannot poffibly be 
any claim for exemption. T h e  third and laft 
motive which I have affigned, may be aniwered 
with facility : in all well regulated governments, 

the taxes ihould be impofed in proportion to the 
degrees o f  property. T h e  very argument that 

in this cafe might be offered againft this tax is 
the ftrongeft* that can be urged in its favor : 
It is a tax which, being founded on the great 

çlaim of fociety, that each individual Ihouid

contribute7

*  A t  A th e n s  thele peribnr ’ ^  ~  ■
c'elHiries of life  were not taxed 

ftiperiiuities o* i i fe  tiiut ta x e s ’
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contribute to its fupport, falls happily on thofe 
who, by their own acknowledgment, are the pro­
per objeóts o f  all taxation— the rich and opulent.

Thejuftice o f  this tax being now I hope firm­
ly eftablifhed, I fhall have little occafion to 
dwell on it’s expediency. In general whatever 
is juil, is alfo expedient.

A  tax ihould be impofed on abfentees, be- 
caufe the revenue o f  the kingdom has funk be­
neath even it’s neceflary eiiablifhment ; and this 
is the only tax which ought to pafs at this period 
o f  national diftrefs, as it afiifts the revenue with­
out being any burthen to a people who are una­
ble to fupport the taxation they at prefent en­
dure. It ought to pafs, becaufe it will arreft a 
portion c f  that current incefTantly flowing out o f  
the kingdom for the fupport of  abfentees, which 
has debilitated the kingdom, and been one 
principal fource of  her prefent misfortunes. It 
ihould be enacted, in order to check the increal- 
ing fpirk of  abfence from that country, and to 
prevent the whole rent roll of the kingdom from
bein« in the hands of  abfentees and Eafl-Indiant) *

nabobs.
This impartial tax, on which the profperity of  

Ireland fo much depends, was propoled in the 
Iriih Koufe o f  Commons in the year 1773, with 
the confent o f  adminiftration in England. T h e  
celebrated Mr. Flood, who had been a patriot for 
twelve \ears, came o.ver to government that ftf- 
ficns. H e  fupported this mealure with all that

force



force and energy o f  argument for which he had
been fo diftinguiíhed. His principal antagonift
was the eloquent Mr. Burgh, then named M r.

H u flcy  the prefcnt Prime Serjeant o f  Ireland.
It required the urmoit ilretch o f  his captivating
oratory to colour this fatal oppofkion. T h e  tax

was loll by a lmall majority. T h e  public had

been deluded with an opinion that this juft  and
n;cefldry tax was only a prelude to a general
one on lands. Prepoflefled by this notion, they
rejoiced at the rejection o f  a tax which had been

the favorite wifh o f  the people fince the days o f  
Dr. Swift.

The true caufe o f  it’s failure proceeded, how­

ever, from two circumifances. Government con­
tent with not oppofing a wife and falutary mea- 
fure, left it’s fuccels to it’s intrinfic worth, with­

out any particular recommendation to it’s depen­

dants, and all the immenfe * weight o f  the actual 
abfentees, or thofe who apprehended, they might 

be in that predicament, were thrown into the fc.ile 
to balance itsjuftice, its neceffity, its expediency.

It this tax ihould be now propofed in Ireland, 
this intereiled, but therefore formidable oppofi- 
tion, will vanifli. T h e  hardieft veteran in diffi- 

pation, the moil luxurious, or the moil; fordid 
abfentee, would not dare to give it either public 

or private refinance. T h e  diftreffes o f  Ireland

arms
* T h e  fo l lo w in g  L ord s  were the m od  diftinguifhed in oppof-

j n g  t i n .  t a x  m  i 7 7 3 )  D e v o n l h i r c ,  R o c k i n g h a m ,  B e f i f c o r o u g h ,  
M i l t o n ,  a n d  p U p ç r  O i i o r y .  6
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arms it with an energy, which fophiPry will never 
encounter, and which avarice (although it) 
may inwardly figh at it’s triumph) will not have 

Courage to attack,

I  fhall Hazard an opinion here* which has juft fuggeftcd itfclf. 

T h e  ih te  ought to be enriched by the opulence o f  it ’ s fubje&s, and 

hot begin w ith impoverishing the people, to fill the exchequer- 

T h i s  tax ought then to  be rather appropriated to the advancement 

o f  m anu fa& urcs.— Suppofe th*t the tax arifing on the abfentees 

from each cfcuftty, was applied in premiums for the encourage­

m ent o f  it’ s trade. 1  his w ould alfo be an a&  o f  juftice, becaufe 

fomc counties m ay have infinitely more wealth drawn from them 

b y  absentees than others. One hundred thóufand pounds expended 

in this manner, w o u ld  in one year, improve the revenue, peihaps

double its amount*
T h e  rent roll o f  Ireland is computed to amount to about'fo  n* 

m illions. O f  this one million and a half, is fuppoied in th* 

hands o f  abfentees. A  tax o f  as. in thé pound, w ould therefore

produce 150,0001. a year.
A p p eals  to E nglan d  from the Iriih courts o f  L a w ,  have 

been fraught w ith  injury. Ignorant o f  the cuftoms o f  that k in g ­

dom , decifions are made in the E ngliih  Houfe o f  L o r d s ,  w hich  
f r e q u e n t l y  militate againft juftice, equity, and the general intereft 

o f  Ireland. O f  tins, a remarkable inftance occurred in the laft 

fefíions. T h i s  w as a cafe, where, upon a leafe for lives renew* 
able for ever, w ith  covenants to pay a certain fine at the dropping 

fcf each life, the Leffee had been relieved in Chancery in Ire­

land» from the legal claim o f  the Lefior, for a breach o l  the 

covenant. T h e  Lefior had, made no demand upon the tenant 

for  thefe fines, upon the demife o f  the lives. A  great part o f  the 

lands o f  Ireland are held under tenures o f  this qu ality, and they 

have been always confidered as perpetuities. T h e  L o rd  C h a n ­

cellor o f  Ireland decreed a compenfation to the Leflor, founded 

upon the valu.e o f  a life, which he computed at feven years. 

T h is . was. the decree w hich  Lord  T h u p lo w , aided b y  tw o or three 

Peers, reverfed. T h i s  determination has ihaken the whole pro­

perty o f  that kingdom . It  has dcftroyed an immenfe number 

o f  i’mall eftates o f  100I. or 2C0I. a year, which have been ab- 

for bed b y  foroe great Abfentees*

A  S K E T C H

( 104  )



O F  S O M E  O F  T H E  P R I N C I P A L

P O L I T I C A L  C H A R A C T E R S

"The Right Honourable M r. Prime Serjeant

A T U R E ,  in forming this gentleman,
feems to have collected all her ftren<nh 

to give to the world the moil accomplilhed ora­
tor o f  the age. Poffefled o f  a graceful perfon—  
a countenance marked and expreflive— a voice, 
rifing from the moil harmonious melody, to the 
manly dignity o f  animated vehemence— language, 
flowing gentle as the Hiver ftream, or rolling 
with the thunder o f  the torrent, enriched with 
the buoyant pearl o f  the moft beautiful figures, 
have enabled Mr. Burgh to command the refpeét, 
the adm ration,. and the moil profound attention 
o f  the Houfe o f  Commons o f  Ireland.

T h e  ipeeches o f  this gentleman, on the moft 
important occafions, have feldom exceeded an 
hour in delivery. T h e y . are methodical and 
happily arranged. In general, when he oppofed

I N  T H E  K I N G D O M  O F

I R E L A N D

Burgh.

adminiitra-



adminiftration, lie argued with much ability and 

logical acutènefs, relieving his audience with 
flafhes o f  refined w it;  or dazzling the imagina­
tion with the brilliancy o f  fome happy meta­

phor.
H e  was advanced to the dignity o f  Prime Ser­

jeant on the fir ft arrangement o f  the Bucking­
ham adminiftration. A t  the fame time he was 
iworn one o f  his Majefty’s Privy Council of Ire­
land. Mr. Burgh is the principal minifter and 

the real dire£tor o f  the Iriih Houle or Com ­
mons. Sir Richard Heron, the V iceroy’s Secre­

tary, is a filent auditor in the houfe.
T h e  elegant talents of Mr. Burgh appeared 

very early, and produced iome poetical flowers, 

v, when he was a ftudent at Trinity college in Dublin.

’ After the ufual courle o f  ftudy purfued at that fe- 
minary of  learning, he continued for ieveral years 

to live as a retired country gentleman, upon an 
e ftateof  about fix hundred pounds per year. 
A  tafte for conviviality and difiipation, which 
had fomewhat embarraffed his fortune, returned 
to the world this diftinguiihed character.

A t  the age o f  thirty or upwards, he applied 
himfelf to the ftudy o f  the law. The firit op­
portunity Mr. Burgh pofiefled of difplaying his 

talents at the Iriih bar, was occafioned by thofe 
unfortunate perfons, called Hearts of Steely 
who, in the year 1769 or 1770, were brought

to Dublin, by virtue o f  an expiefs A ct  o f  Parlia- 
. < * mentj
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ment, to take their trial, for crimes committed 
in the northern parts o f  the kingdom. T h e  re­

putation he acquired by his able and pathetic 

defence o f  thole unhappy people, laid the bafts 
o f  his fubfequent l'uccefs as a lawyer.

A b o u t  this time alfo he was brought into 
Parliament bv the late D uke o f  Leiniter, to 
op pole the adminiftration o f  L ord  Townfend. 

T his  was the grand icene where M r.  Bursh’sv-/ c-
abiiities fhone each day with increafed luftre. 
D uring the adminiftration o f  Lord Harcourt, 

his eminent qualities placed him defervedly at 

the head o f  the Minority. H is  eloquence, an 
opinion o f  his integrity, and a peculiar compla­

cency o f  difpofition, contributed to give him 
the prc-eminence o f  his party, and rendered him 

the idol o f  the people.

W hen Mr. Burgh ceafed to be a patriot,*  

he did not relinquiih the good opinion o f  the 
public. U pon defections o f  this kind the 

people had been accuflomed to convert the 
fervor o f  efteem and admiration into the utmoll 
trani'ports o f  anger and refentment. T h e y  at 

length had learned, that oppofition is, in g e ­
neral, rather political than fincere. T h e  moil 
difpaffionate and fenfible even prefaged happy 

confequences, from a man o f  integrity and ta­
lents having been taken into the diredion o f  g o ­
vernment.

In
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In this hope they have not yet been difap- 

poinfed. N o  new taxes were impofed the iaft 
feflions o f  Parliament, and in the opening of  
the prefent, Mr. Burgh ftands the friend o f  
government -, at the fame time, to his immor­

tal. honor* a lover o f  his country and an honeft 
man„

The Right Honourable John Scott, Attorney 
General o f Ireland.

T  the commencement o f  the Townibend
Adminiftratiort in Ireland, Mr. Scott 

was a young lawyer, without fortune or family- 
conneition. T h at  fuccefs, which great legal- 
knowledge and an exalted genius, have often 
fought after with unavailing affiduity, Mr. Scott 
attained, by the poiTeiîion o f  one fingular, tho’ an 

nnamiable quality. This was an intrepid al- 
furance and a matchlefs effrontery, which it 
was impoifible to abafn. It had been the wifii 
o f  government to introduce fome character on 
the political theatre at that time, who might ridi­
cule when he could not convince ; who might en­
liven fome dull argument, by a certain prompti­

tude for occafional repartee ; and who, Handing 
himfelf invulnerable, either from infignificance 
or the hardihood o f  impudence, might afTail, dif-

hearter?,.



hearten, and confound the patriotic warriors o f  
that memorable period.

T h e  government o f  that kingdom, to whom 
M r.  Scott was recommended, as a gentleman 
fully qualified to perform this political charac­
ter, in a little time difcovered, they had abun­

dant reafon to applaud their choice. M odefly  

is generally the companion o f  merit ; but on 

this occalion, great and unexpected talents were 
united with a dauntleis intrepidity o f  counte­
nance, and an afiumed ferocity o f  manners*, M r.  
Scott laughed, bullied, and argued with great 

advantage to miniftry. H e  fupported the friends 
and terrified the opponents o f  government. Dr. 

Lucas,  the late famous patriot in Ireland, flood 

then a conspicuous figure, a Goliah o f  patriotifm, 
againft whom he levelled an inceffant difcharge 
o f  the arrows o f  ridicule and farcafm. T h e  

old man’s tremulous broken voice, which fre­
quently refembled the lhrill croaking o f  a cock * 
— his deciepid emaciated peiion, refting upon 

crutches— his firlt occupation as an apothecary, 
afforded Mr, Scott an infinite field for exercif* 
ing thofe fatirical talents, with which he was 
fo eminently endowed.

1  heie exertions in favour o f  government, were 
not intended by M r.  Scott as a free-will ofFerino-

D
from

*  T h e  creil o f  D r .  L u ca s  happened to be that o f  a cock  
cro w in g.
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from which he was not to expert any reward. 
Senfible of his importance as a pillar o f  miniftry, 
his application for preferment was unceafing, 
and his temper would not fuffer him to be dif- 
concerted by the awkwardnefs of  repuue. In a 
few years, he has nien through all the various 
ftages o f  the law, to the eminent dignity he 
now enjoys, o f  being his Majeity s Attorney-

General o f  Ireland,
T h e  novelty of this minifterial career, expofed 

himatfirft to the moft indignantlaihof patriotifm. 
T h at  charafteriftic quality which firft called 
him into the political world, they abufed, by 
applying to him the vulgar and reproachful ap­
pellation o f  Copper Face. Public refentment is 
frequently equally capricious, tr^niientj and 

temporary, as it’s admiration.
T h e  ungraceful gloom which hung over the 

valuable parts of  Mr. Scott’s character, from 

the original peculiarity o f  his fituation, has gra­
dually diffipated, and difplayed to the world, 
a mafculine underilanding, great legal know­
ledge and an unbounded generefity. *

For

*  M r .  Scott has not been aihamed io be grateful. W h oever 

had rendered him any fervice in the early part o f  his life, re­

ceived a tenfold reward. One gentleman, who had ailifted him 
when a ftudent at the T e m p le ,  meeting with fome misfortunes, 

M r .  Scott appointed him receiver to an eftate o f  40CI. per year, 

w ith  an injun&ion to apply the rents t o i i i s  own ufe for life.

(  * Ï 0 )
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For many years he has quitted the path of  
ludicrous and degrading ridicule, to walk in a 

track more iblemn, refpeótable, and better 

adapted to the high rank he has arrived at in 

his profefiion.
Perhaps no man has ever been a greater fa­

vourite o f  Fortune. A t  a period when many 
eminent perlons have fcarcely emerged from 

obfeurity, we find him foaring from almoft the 
pinnacle o f  legal preferment. *

M r. Scott is a robuft athletic figure, o f  a 

brown complexion— his countenance broad and 

expanded— his features itrong, and coriefpond 
with that forcible, lonorous and vehement de­

livery, which he is accuilomed to exert at the 
bar and in the fenate.

• 1 ’ * * . 4

The Right Honourable H en ry  F lood, Vice 

Ÿreafurer o f Ireland.

FO R  twelve years, M r .  Flood blazed a ftar 
c f  the firft magnitude in the political he- 

mifphere : all his competitors in the path o f  
liberty flood eclipfed by his fuperior glory. 

T h e  frowning teiror o f  his brow, and the deep
hollow

: *

*  T h e  late A t to r n e y  G e n e ra l ’ s incom e w as  edimated at 
î©;co ol.  per year. A ir .  Scott ’ s profeifional abiiitics enable 

Him to make nearly  as (nuch imd he is í u ” p o ú d  to be under 

forty  years o f  age.
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hollow o f  his voice, ftruck government with 
clifmay. His arguments, ftrong, logical, and 
conclufive, were delivered with a fortitude and 
manly vehemence, which, like the violence o f  
fome raging tempeft, overwhelmed every ad- 

verfary.
His long probation, to which he often ap­

pealed for his fincerity and the redlitude o f  his 
■heart— his fortune, which although not extenfive, 
yet was independant— gave a firmneis and an 
cftabliihment to his character, which it did not 
feern in the power o f  Fortune to difturb.

On the eve o f  the meeting o f  Parliament, in 
the beginning o f  the Harcoyrt Administration, 

the parriotifm of  Mr. Flood began to wear an 
afpeft o f  fufpicion. This  great tergiverlation 

was at firft difplayed to the public with an air 

o f  doubt and hefitation, calculated by it’s fuf- 
pence, to abate the violence o f  the firft paroxyfrn 
o f  national refentment. Attempts were even 
made in the daily prints to defend this defertion 
o f  the public caufe. T h e  intended Admini- 
ilration o f  Lord Harcourt was coloured with all 
the brilliancy o f  fancy, and held out as a golden 

age, when every bleiîîng o f  a good government 
would be ihed.over them, to render the king­

dom completely happy.
Mr. Flood, whofe minifterial appointments 

were at length publicly announced, continued 
during the St fiions, a filent Apporter of  govern-

«îçnt,
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ment. This rdpeft to the people, and to his
former fcntiments, raifed him a little in the 
public opinion, from that abyfs o f  contempt 
ir.ro which he had fo unhappily fallen.

T h e  only public fubjeóts in which M r. Flood 
took any part, were the Abfentee tax and the 

Corn A d .  T h e  former he fupported with incon­
trovertible force, although from fecret intrigues 
it unfortunately mifcarried. T h e  Corn A<5t has 
been the laviour o f  Ireland from abfolute famine: 
it owed it’s exiftence to his efforts when in op- 

pofuion, and he now appeared it’s patron on 
his arrival at power.

Whatever may be the meafure o f  his difpofi- 
tion in behalf o f  the public, his intereft in his 
native country expired with his popularity. 
T h e  freeholders o f .  the county o f  Kilkenny, 
whom he had for many years repreiented, re- 
fufed at the laft general election, to return him 
for their reprefentative.

In the preient fefiions he feems to have dif- 
robed himieif o f  his minifterial garb, to refume 
once more that nianly intrepid character, in 

which he hath appeared with fo much honour to 
himftlf  and advantage to his country.

T h e  cool nefs with which Mr. Flood has been 
received by the Britiih Adminiftration, on his 
late conference with them on the fituation o f  
Ireland, would appear ominous to the prefent 

glow o f  Irifh expectation, and would prognof-

ticatç
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tfcatc, that a Vice  Treafureihip of that country 

will foon be vacant.

C r i 4 )

T he R ig h t Honourable John H e ly  H u t c h i n -  

ib n ,  P rovofi o f  Trinity College m D u b lin .

H E R E  is an inordinate ambition in fome
men, which, as it- climbs the thorny

afcent of power, inilead of being repulfed by 
the peril, anxiety, and folicitude o f  it’ s courfe, 
feems even amidft it’s pangs, to find a new fti- 

mulus to further exertion.
Mr. Hutchinfon was bred to that favourite 

path o f  Iriih fbudy,. the law. in a fhort time, 
after his being called to the bar, he was intro­
duced into Parliament -, where he ioon diftin- 
guiihed himfelf as an opponent to Adminiftra- 
tion, a n d  a s  a  graceful orator. I he flave of an 
illufive ambition, he has reached various liages 
o f  promotion, with a facility which ought to 
have foothed into happinefs a mind, the délires 
o f  which were not infatiable. But thole glit­
tering profpefts o f  human felicity, which are 
not founded upon virtue, in the moment of  
fruition, either prove taftelefs or infipid ; or, 
leave behind them the fting of  an exquifite ca­

lamity.
T h e  patriotifm o f  this gentleman originally 

overleaped all: bounds o f  moderation. T h e  fe-
nate



Tiajre refounded with the loue o f  his-country_

appeals to his integrity, his difmterdttedncfs. 
l o  day the clamour o f  oppofition runer in the 

<ars o f  miniftry— they were rapacious— profufc 

— the ruin o f  the nation was predicted, with 
all the fervor o f  a heated imagination— with all 

ihe fuccefs o f  a fmooth and flowing eloquence.—  
In the next, fuch was the difgraceful immodefty 

ot his converfion ; he became the friend and 

firmed advocate o f  that miniftry Jie had fo loudly 
condemned.

A fter  this defection from the public* caufe, 

M r .  Hutchinfon’s paifion for preferment could 

not be reilrained within the pale o f  decorum—  
N o  place, however foreign to the line o f  his 
profeflion, whether vacant or expectant, could 
efcape the vigilance o f  his attention. H e  has 
^imed at and actually appeared in the moft con­
tradictory characters. In the law we find him 

promoted to the rank o f  Prime Serjeant o f  Ire­

land— he was next Alnager o f  that kingdom, and* 
a Major on the Irilh eftabliihment. A b o u t  this 
tin c alfo it has been faid, he applied for the 

Archb;ihopr;ck o f  Tuam . H e  alio procured 
the revei fionfhip o f  fecretary o f  ftate, expeftant 
on the death p f  the late Mr. Tifdall -, a place 
which ne now eryoys, together with the provoft- 
fhip o f  Trinity College in Dublin.

1  here is an intemperance, a warmth in the 
$fpofujon oi this gentleman, which frequently

has
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has b e t r a y e d  him into the moft rafh and un-

guarded conduit.
A n enmity had longfecretly fubfifted between

him and the late Attorney Genera! of  Ireland, 
the grave, phlegmatic, but intelligent Mr, 
Tifdall ,  one o f  the representatives o f  the Col­
lege o f  Dublin. On M r. Hutchinfon’s ad­
vancement to the Provoftihip of the College, a.i 
entire difunion in their parliamentary views and 
intereft in that feminary, fanned their latent 
refentments into a blaze -, which, from th<- 
irrafcible temper o f  the Provoft, hurried him to 
the brink of  apparent inevitable ruin. Enraged 
at fome cold but farcaftic obfervation from the 
Attorney General, the Provoft, forgetting he 

was in a court o f  jultice, unmindful of his own 
character, or that o f  his adverfary, ra.fed his 
hand, and challenged thç infirm old man to 
fiaht a duel. This  attack, as it was called, upon 
the life o f  a privy counfelior, hisAntagonift pre­
pared to puniih with that flow put fteady refolu- 
tion which marked his charafter. A n  information 
was moved for againft the P r o v o f t — his condu^ 
was reprefented to the Privy Counfcl, and ap­
plication, it is faid, was made to the M.mftry m 
England. It was expeded he would have been 
pumihed by the Court of King’s Bench with a 
heavy fine— that he would have been ftruck oft- 
the lift Of Privy C o u n ci lo rs- th a t  he would 
have loft his reverfionihip o f  Secretary of  S t a t e - -
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and that, by  the ftatutes o f  the College,, he * 
would have been: difqualified for the office-qf •

Pro voit. # •
’ A t  this dreary moment, when the impending I

thunder feemed ready to burft upon hrs head, 
thefe lowering terrors iuddenly vaniihed, and . 

profperity again beamed upop his fortunes. 
T h e  u n e x p e f t e d  death o f  M r. Tifdall  in Ger­
many, d u e l l e d  all theie gloomy apprehenfions. 

T h is  event was rendered ftill more important by  
his fucceffion to the Secretaryihip o f  State, worth

j £0 0 l. a  ̂ear. #
T h e  d ig n ity  o f  th e  p r c v o f t fn ip ,  fo fla tter ing

to M r.  H u tc h in fo n ’s am bit io n*  feem ed , from

the hour o f  his elevation, to have opened the

fource o f  endlefs misfortune. T h e  cares in c w
dent to government were uhfiteUered. by the

■wing o f  prerogative.
T h e  College could not, without fome indig­

nation, behold the ungracious obtrufion o f  a. 

Provolt, who might be learned as a lawyer, 
without being qualified to prefide at the head 
c f  this venerab le  feminary. T h e  difpenfing 
power o f  the Crown had alfo been exerted to 

overcome the incapacity arifing from the fta­

tutes o f  the College, which required all it\  

members to be in a ftate of celibacy.
Under t ’nofe unfavourable circumflances, men, 

poffefied o f  more precaution and moderation,

w o u ld  h a v e  exerçifed- a g e n t le  hand o f  g o v e r n ­
m e n t,
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ment, until they were firmly eftabliihed, and 
thofe unfriendly difpofitions had fubfided.

In oppofition to this fimple and obvious po­
licy, a new fyftem o f  Coilege difcipline was im­
mediately introduced. A  majority vyas fecured 
at the board o f  Fellows o f  the College. Every 

thing wore the afped o f  change, o f  novelty, o f  
party.

Defirous o f  having the nomination o f  the C ol­
lege reprefentatives, eyery effort, every expedient 

for the attainment o f  this great objeft was exerted. 
Thele  are fome of  the confequences refuiting 
from the Ipririp which now pervaded this femi- 
nary. A  {entence o f  deprivation is paffed on a 
Batchelor o f  Arts— attacks are made on the 
jProvoít’s conduct in the moft licentious lan­
guage, in every newfpaper— he quarrels with 
one o f  the junior fellows*— his eldeft Ion, an 
amiable young gentleman, thinks it incumbent 
on him to challenge a counfellor Doyle. This

# M r ,  D uigenan, a D o & or o f  L a w .  T h i s  gentleman, whofe 

paiTions are nearly as high as the Provoft’ s, accepted the fir it 

overture o f  a compenfation for his fellowihip, for the purpofe o f  

withdraw ing him felf from M r .  H utchinfcn’ s power, and having 

an opportunity o f  gratify ing  his refcntments. T h e  mode he 

adopted for this end was fomewhat fingular. He wrote a book, 

in o& avo, containing 500 pages, w ith  a great ihare o f  learning 

and ingenuity; the whole fubjeft o f  w hich w as, to difplay the 

nÿfconduét o f  the Provoil, in the government o f  the ColJege, ancj 
the ill ufage he himfelf had received.
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difpute ends in duels, fought by M r.  Doyle 
wi:h both the provoit and his fon.

Such has been the long train o f  evil which 

followed thefe ill-concerted meafures. By itretch- 

ing his power beyond all reafonable limits, he 

even faiied in the expeCted reprefentation o f  the 
College. A  fpirit o f  refentment was roufed 
amongil the electors, which enabled them, by 

a petition to Parliament, to defeat even the 
election o f  his Ion.

Pofltffed o f  an exquifite fenfibility o f  temper* 

and bar raffed by the moil violent and inceííanc 
attacks in the public prints, his health and hap- 

pinels feemed to fink under the weight o f  this 
unrelenting devaftation.

For fume time he has relinquished the bar- 

and the turbulence of  animofity and party be­

gins at laft to decline. T h e  eye o f  the public 
is now watchful on every political character. 

T h e  Provoit, who in his family has many ex­
cellent qualities, may pofiibly become once 
more dear to the public, by aCting as a patriot 
and a friend to his country.

Dennis D aly , Efq.

T H E  character o f  this young gentleman 
would have reflected honour on Rome 

in her days o f  pureft heroifm/

In



î n  the b locrn  o f  l i fe ,  * poifeffed o f  a for tu n e,  
E ff ic ien t ly  am p le  to  adm inifter to  "every lu xury  
o f  the t im es, he Teems to  foar a b ove  the d ifiipation  
and depravity  o f  the age . In  his p o lit ica l courfe  
he afts  w ith  a f incerity , u n im p ea ch ed  by the re- 
rnoteft lu fp ic ion  : he ftands the pillar of" o p p o -  
fu io n ,  and is d e lerv ed ly  ranked, from  for tu n e,  
ab ility , and in tegrity , at the  head o f  th e  friends  
o f  Ireland, in the H o u fe  o f  C o m m o n s .

T h e r e  is an air o f  e leg a n ce  and  m aje ilic  b ea u ­
ty  throw n over the H er cu lea n  fymrnetry o f  M r .  
D a ly ’s perfon. H i s  v o ice  is d ee p , perfuafive ,  
and m anly . H e  poiTeffes a p ecu liar  quality  o f  
p la c in g  his m o i l  interefting argum ents in a v a ­
riety o f  the m o il  ftr ik ing  and  u n exp ected  l igh ts .  
M r . D a ly 'd o e s  not argue w ith  the log ica l ex -  
aftnefs  o f  a lawyer -, b u t he w arm s the m ind—  
rouies  the im ag in atio n — and flaihes co n v ic tion
on his auditors.

I t  has b'een affirmed, that g o v e rn m e n t has n o t
o v e r lo o k ed  this form id ab le  o p p o n e n t  : b u t  it is
n o t in the net o f  am bition  or ven a lity  this y o u n g
man will ever be enthralled. When virtue,
aided by w ild o m , prefides at the h e lm  o f  g o ­

vernm ent,

*  H e is about thirty or th irty-tw o yeafs  o f  age ; and bis for­

tune, vvhicK is e x p e a e d  to increafe very conf.derably, is about 

S.ooal. per year. M r .  D a ly ,  like the D u k e  o f  Richm ond, 

díefíes very plain, and never appears in a 'carnage.
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vernment, Mr. Daly, I willingly believe, will 
require no allurement to dilcharge his duty.

M r.  Grattan

H I S  gentleman came into Parliament lait
feflion, under the aufpices o f  L ord  Char- 

lemont. A  few years ago he pradtifed as a 
barrifter ; but from fome unaccountable fatality, 
w h ic h  frequently attends genius, he was almofl: 

entirely overlooked.
In the political line, if. it has produced him 

no emolument hitherto, he has eftabliihed the 
reputation o f  a fenfible, lively, fpeaker, and an 

aitive opponent to government. T h e  patriotifm 
o f  a lawyer * is become rather problematical in 
Ireland. T h e  obfervation is general, and is 

not meant to convey any Angular imputation 
on the zeal which animates M r.  Grattan.

I f  Nature has been liberal in her mental en­
dowments to this gentleman, Ihe has been un-, 
commonly parfimonious in the qualities o f  his 
perfon. Perhaps, for fo young a man, a more 
ungraceful parliamentary orator has fcarcely ever 

been exhibited. M r. Grattan is o f  a low fize, 
crooked and diilorted in his ihape— his vifage

R long

* There  aie upwards o f  eighty lawyers in the Irifli Houfe of 
Commons*,



long and unmeaning— his head placed on the 
back o f  his neck, whilft his projecting chin 
forms a large obtufe angle with his breaft. His 
voice is fhrill and inharmonious. With all thefe 
natural defeéts, Mr. Grattan, by the force of  
4 good and prompt underftanding, united witfy 
a pleafing fubtilty of wit and occafional repar­
tee, makes one o f  the moft confiderable figures!
amongft thofe who lately oppofed the meafures 
o f  government in Ireland.

G eorge O gle , Efq.

A  Judicious and rational ceconomy gives v -̂ 

gor to a fpirit o f  virtuous indépendance, 
and is frequently it’s bafis. Diffipation may 
make her claims to the poifeffion o f  this quality, 
but will feldom, with men o f  difcernment, find, 
credit ior her alfertions. She is as infatiable, 
almoft, as ambition, and is equally negleólful 
about the means by which her defires are to be, 
gratified.

In the political world, when extravagance 
and indifcretion difcharge the thunder o f  decla­
mation at minifters, v e  are apt to confider fuch 
men as atftors, who perform their afi'umed cha­
racters with extraorJinary force and lively co­
louring. We are often obliged to have recourfe 
to the habits and cunduét of  private life, uo

conduCt
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conduit us through the mazes o f  political exer­
tion. T h e  generous difdain o f  every fordid and 

mercenary confideration, is urged with equal 
force by the dupe o f  a ufurious contrad, the 
undone and ruined rake, as by the accumulat­
ing mifer. T h e  profufion o f  government may 
be held up with infinite ability by fome unfor­
tunate fpendthrift ; but our indignation at na­

tional indifcretion is frequently arreited and fuf- 
pended, by our admiration o f  the unfeeling te­

merity o f  the orator.
Thefe obfervations do not meet the character 

o f  Mr. Ogle in every point o f  contact. T his  
gentleman, poflefled o f  a large eltate, plunged 

into the excefies o f  the gay world, with fuch 
unhappy fuccefs, that he found it expedient to 
difpole o f  all his eltate, referving a confiderable 

îife annuity.
His conduit in Parliament has been uniformly 

an honourable, fpirited, and eloquent oppofi- 
tion to government. Few  gentlemen deliver 

more zealous, lively, and entertaining fpeeches 
in the Irifh Parliament. H e  is fometimes, in­
deed, hurried through the flock o f  ideas in- 
itantly in pofleflion, and a momentary paufe is 
required, to recruit the vigour o f  his imagina­
tion. It is much to be regretted, that M r.  
Ogle ’s impoveriihed fortune has made him leis 
refpedable in oppofition, and gives a certain

diftruft
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diítruft to the ctherwife folid rock o f  his pa- 
triotifm,

Sir Edward Newnham.

T N  the beginning o f  Lord Townífcend’is ad- 
^  noiniflration in Ireland, Sir Edward pofief- 
fed the place o f  collector of  excile for the county 
o f  Dublin; the duties o f  this office he dis­
charged with an a&ivity, zeal and ability, that 
received many flattering encomiums.

7  he general difguft which that nobleman^ 
meafufes excited in Ireland, ga,ve birth to a vio­
lent and incenfed appofition : unfortunately Sir 
Edward fignalized himfelf upon this occafion,,' 
H e  did nor appear infenfible to the inevitable 
danger, to which this conduit would expofe his- 
employment y he feemed even to provoke the 
rcfentment o f  government, by daring them to 
deprive him of his office, for performing his 
parliamentary duty with integrity. Unfortunate­
ly for Sir Edward, thefe intimations were not ex­
tended to a miniftry, whofe fouls were fufficient- 
ly capacious to overlook the ebulitions o f  party 
or patriotifm in the neceffities and wants o f  the 
man.

T hey ungeneroufiy difpofTeiTed him o f  an 
office, which he had ptirchafed with ahnoft the

whole
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whole o f  his fortune. Sir Edward by this illi­
beral and unworthy revenge, was thrown, with
a large family, on the bounty o f  a lady, to whom 
he is heir, for iupport. *

This  facrifice to Sir Edward’s principles, al- 
tho’ it met with the contempt o f  cold hearted 
prudence, procured him a large (hare o f  popu­
larity. H e  has, at ' th is  time, the honor o f  

being one o f  the reprefentatives o f  the county o f  
Dublin, in parliament. H is  oppofnion to thofe 
aits, which he has deemed injurious to the true
interefts o f  his country, has been uniform and 
v e h e m e n t .

Sir Edward has been confidered rather as a 
zealous than an able fpeaker ; he is attended to 
by one fide o f  the houfe as a friend, and by the 

other, regarded with an indifference approach, 
ing to contempt.

Animated by private injury, and public cala, 

m'ty, he is fometimes betrayed into an intern- 
perance in parliament, which moderation and 
prudence muft condemn. O f  this a late in- 
< ance occurred on the debate in the Iriih houfe 
of commons, to addrefs the King for a free 
trade ; v/hen he made ufe o f  the unguarded ex-

k i n d  C£ th! í  tÍ!Cre W3S f° rCe enou8h in the
K i n g d o m  to  d e t h r o n e  a n y  t y r a n t / ’

j *  \  Sit*
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Sir. Edward has two defeats which muft be 

deemed confiderable obftacles to the acquire­
m e n t  o f  parliamentary reputation-, thefe are, an 

an ipperfea' hearing, and a voice uniformly in­

flated, -in order to render it audible.

]\T B. There are many other chara&ers of  
importance in the Iriih houfe of  commons, but 
the defign of  this pamphlet will not permit me 

to enter further upon this iubject.

F I N I S .


