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INTROPDYCTION.

T H E fituation of Britain prefents, at this period,

an awful {peftacle to the world, The defe&tion
of her colenies ; the difcentents .and diftrefles of a va-
luable appendant kingdom ; a dangerous war with the
houfe of Bourbon, caft a mournful gloom over the

brightnefs of her former profperity.

If thefe misfortunes have originated ,in a rafh impo-
licy, they may fill pofiibly be retrieved, by a courfe of
moderation and juftice. A generous and beneficent
fpirit ought to dire& our councils, and banifh every
contrafted, fordid meafure of policy, which did not
comprehend the welfarc of the whole empire.

The kingdom of Ircland has ‘ﬁruggfed for near a
century, under the iron rod of commercial oppreffion.
The narrow illiberal temper of the trader, {eemed to
have reached and fubdued the wifdom of the ftate. In-
- ftead of beholding Ireland in the light of a partner and
friend, the ruin of that kingdom, in the eye of mer-
cantile avarice, appears to have been confidered as the
deftruction of a dangerous rival,

The refti@ions of Britain, co-operating with va-
rious caufes, have at length produced what had been
long apprehended, a national bankruptey in Ireland.
The_i.n?yﬂ!'bitazits- have difcovered, in this defperate fitu-
ation, " fpirit,  which a feries.of uniform mjury had
vever aroufed, .

" Religious
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Religious prejudi ' o diides
- Relig prejudices caufed animofity and difcen-
fion. Religious incapacities gave the Roman  Catholics

fearcely any intereft in the profperity of the kingdont.

The Proteftant beheld the Roman Catholic with
apprehention and diftruft ; the latter murmured at pri-
vileges he was not permittéd to enjoy.

The refolutions of the laft feffions in Treland, Teftor'-
ing fome of the rights of humanity to the Roman Ca-
tholics, have contributed to eftablifh a broad and fo-
1id bafis for national unanimity. The fortunes of all

religlous perfuafions are now. embarked in the fame.

caufe. The cloud of prejudice diffipates_ before the
rifing day of concord and harmony. |

This is the tiue {pring of that firmnefs, and of that
seal, which having given birth to military and pa-
wiotic affociations, from their novelty and unexpec-
ted appearance In that kingdom, have excited the
attention and admiration of this country, and all
Europe.

This is an cffe€, which was ripening under the in-
fluence of a benignant union of. interefts, and which
the national calamity has only anticipated.

The Trifh parliament, after a long night of fervility
and venal acquiefcence, feem to have caught a portion
of the fpirit. which pervades the people.

A free and unlimited trade is the right which their
patliament have befought of his Majefty in their ad-
- el G_h‘ﬁfs,
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drefs. They have folemnly declared; that nothing lefs
can preferve the kingdom from abfolute ruin,

Thisis a requeft which comes in a fhape of too
much importance to be rathly denied. What 'is the
obje&tion which the Englifh. manufatturer can offer
to this falutary meafure ? The only one which the
moft unfeeling partifan of monopoly and injuftice

can mention, is the inequality of taxation. To this

I {hall endeavour to give an anfiver. _ Fitft, the reft ric-

t'ons under which Ireland complains, were not founded
upon any fuch pretence ; they originated 1n a felfifh
mercantile difpofition, which impofed the fetters with-
out preferibing any terms by which the Irifh might be
left free. Secondly, The kingdom is in aftate of national
and private bankruptey. The taxesare no lengerproduc-
tive : an unconfined trade, a commerce open and liberal

- as the day, is the laft andonly remedy which can be ad-

miniftered to a perithing coﬁ‘ntry. But is this a time
to impo{e\qs:w taxes, when the nation has funk under
the preflure of the old? Commerce then mutt preceds
taxation, Thirdly, What s the criterion of this equa-
lity 2 What is the tribunal appointed for it’s alcertain-
ment? Is it the parliament of | reland—or the people of
Britain, who  are to determine on it's bounds ? If [re-
land waits for relief, untill gencrofity and juftice is
united with a mercantile fpirit, fhe will perifh in mak-

ing the experiment, ;

It s not. humanity and juftice, which can be
pleaded always with fuccefs againt a fordid mercenary
difpofition. It is in the policy, the neceflity of this
Wmeafure, thatthe inhabitants of Ireland mult confide.

The
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The Parliament of Britain will not, I apprehend, bc '

+ fenfible to the calamitics of an umportant kingdom.
They will not be fo impolitic as to convert the fharp-
nefs of diftrefs into refentment and defpair.’ They
e all that their juftice can beftow.

«

ought therefore to giv

’Happy time when Britain will no longer ,apﬁe'z{r the
bane of Irifh property, but the guardian of her fortune.
When fhe will be bound to this country,. in an ndiffo-
luble conne&ion, founded upon cfteem, gratitude, and

mutual intereft,

On the eve of a revolution, in the great commercial
Britain towards Ireland, T have thought 1t

policy of
¢a view of the ftate of

might be of fome nfe, to o1y
commerce 1n that ‘country; 1 have written with 1m-
partiality, and witha defife to ferve the general inte-
refls of the empire 3 and thefc arc the difpofitions 1 oi-
fer as an atonement for m)i defedts, ' ‘

%
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PRESENT STATE

OF
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* Of the Dependance of Ireland, on the Crown

of Great Britain.

RIT AIN, in impofing commercial reftric-

tion on Ireland, has founded the exercife
of this power on fuppofed rights, arifing from
conqueft and colonization. The condué of this
country ought to be juftified, in this extraor-
dinary exertion, on two principles, viz. juflice
and policy ; before one free nation thould fhackle
and bind another, it fhould be certain of the
tight ; and if this could be eftablifhed, its exercife
ought next'to be proved expedient.

To give the right of conqueft efficacy, it
fhould mdlfpenfably poffefs three qualities. It
fhould not be a wanton and unprovoked atrack
upoen a country ; otherwife it becomes a robbéry
~an mvaﬁon of the rights of mankind, inftead of

B -5 | bcmg
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being the acquifition of any right. It fhould be
an abfolute and complete conqueft, and not pama}‘
or confined. The effeting of a fettlement in a
country is very different from its final fubduc-
tion. And laftly, it (bould not be releafed.

How far thefe quahtlcs {ubfift in the domiaion
which Great Britain has claimed over Ireland, ;
fhall attempt to illuftrate, by a concife abftrat
trom the hiftory of the refpective countries,

England, influenced by the diétates of an un-
Ju[hﬁable ambition, attained her firft eftablifl-
ment in Ereland, by fuppémnﬂ a ¥ weak and
tyrannical prince. Divided by the number of it’s
independant and petty princes; diftracted by m-
teftine feuds, the Tiith made litcle refiftance a-
gainft the intrepidity and military fkill of the
Englith. The immenle force with-which Heary
the 1L in perfon, afterwards, invaded the king.
dom, terrified the Lifth princes into an oath of
fealty and alleg:ance

It had been the policy of the Irifh princes up-
on many occalions, to pm&:fe a political fub-
miffion, whben they either withed 10 averr the
horrors of war, or thought refiffance impracti-
cable.—Thus when the king of Norway fent his
 fhoes roenc of the king’s of Ireland, requiring
him'to carry them round his palacc s the pro.
dent prince complied : he did not put this Little
meafure of difgrace to his own perfon in com.

petition

# Dermod kmg of L!mfter, exgelled from Ireland for comg~
mitting a rape.
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petition with the fafety and welfire of the
kmgdoms

Whatever right England might have acquir-
ed, by this unjuft invafion, and her fubfequent-
fettlement in the kingdom, appears to me, to
have been renounced, by making Johna Earl of
Morton, the king’s, youngeft fon, independent
lord of Ireland. The appointment of a prince
to govern a country, may poffibly be inthat ine
ftance, an exercife of fovereignty or dominibny
but if it is granted withour refervation, it 15 &
pure allodial gift, and releafes every future claim,

That John' received and enjoyed this abfolite
gift, is evident from thefe circumftances. In the
year 1 187, Cardinal O&aviance, and the Bithop
of Coventry Janded in England, with a lcganting
power, from Pope Urban, to crown Earl Johd,
The blind fuperftition of thefe times, woudd not
permit _this ceremony of inveftiture, withous

the confent of the Pope, Henry, however, being’

embarrafled by his Norman dominions, was oblis
ged to poftpone the coronation.
~ After the death of king Henry, ' during: the
reign-of Richard the 1. Johna continued to' ruld
in Ireland, exercifing every adt of {overeignity.,
He even granted, in his own name, a-Magna
Charta todreland.

Ircland ‘might - thus have continued an in-
dependant kingdom, and his polterity might

have reigned in it to this day, if on the*death of .

Righard; he had not, inexclufion of Arthur, the’
Wy fon
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fon of Geoffry his elder brother, feized on the.
throne of England. The acceffion of Jchn, to
the crown of England, will neverre éftablifh the
right of conqueft, if it ever poflcfled any exifi-
ance: if his claim to England - was “founded
on inheritance, his fucceffion could not on any
principle, alter or fubvert the independance of
Ireland 5 if it was a right of violences the crown
of England was acquired by force or conqueft,
and that by an Irith prince. “The inference from
this event, would in this cafeentirely reverfe the
propofition. ‘ | '_
. Hiftory abounds with inftances fimilar to this
difpofal of Ireland by Henry the II. Charles the
XII. releafed the right ‘of conqueit he had
gained over Poland, by conferring the crown of
that kingdom on Staniflaus, Sweden at this
day, entertains no ilde claim over that country
by a remembrace of her conqueft. 1t has been
the ambition and policy of the courts of France
and Spain,' in various inftances, tq acquire fove-
reignities for ‘their younger fons; when they
have effected thefe eftablilbments, we have never
heard of thofe crownsclaiminga dominion over the
countfies which have received them for {fovereigns.
Thus it manifeftly appears, that the invafion
of Ireland, was an act of the higheft injuftice; ¥
' skt o AR I that

3 w Stowe. mentioné, thai_the Pope beftowed the l;:iﬁgdom of
Ireland upon Henry the 1. on condition that he would re-efta
Wiith the chriftian faith, and taking ef-t;eqial care that every houfg

ﬂg_oqld pay St. Peter’s penny : at this day, itiste be prefumed,
hittle regard will be paid to this pious grant, - 4
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¢hat althe? the Irifh accepted of an Englith prince
1o govern them, this circumftance is not always
a fign of conqueft.—And laftly, that the right
of England was abfolutely, and without referve,
difpofed of to this fovereign, 1 whom the Irith

obeyed. - | N
The right flowing from colonization, is equal-
ly defective : and here we have an opportunity
of remarking mare ftrongly, 'vpon the partial
and confined conqueft of IreJand. When colo-
nization is called in, to fupport the claim of do-
minion, it neceffanly prefumes, that conqueft
is incomplete. | For if Ireland was conquered,
the right of congueft § is the moft ablolute that
can be scquired. It would have been, therefore,
nugatory to haye recourfe to colonization,. to
jupply the defect of conqueft, when colonization
itfelf will not warrant the power which is claim-
ed. The right of colonization cannot be ex-
tended farther than the colones. The Englifh
fettlements on the coafts of America and India,
were never fuppofed to bind the natives of thefe
immenfe

1 The kings of Epgland were called lords of Ireland, till the
reign of Henry the VIIT. after his quarrel with the Pope.
, || Blackftone vol. I. page 100, founds the right of England
upon conqueft and colonization. :
i § Sir John Davis in his book, entitled Reafons why Ireland
was never conquered, fhews that the native Irifh, in the reign of
Edward the IV. were entirely without the proteétion of the Eng-
lith law, and that it was net deemed murder to kill them. He

- fhews that the Englith colenizers were a feparate people in their go-
_yeroment ag laws until the reign of queen Elifabeths

b s gk o @i e ol ey e — — p—
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nomenfe countries, - Whatever may be the
meafure of obligation due to the parent ftate,
for the nurture and prote¢tion fhe affords. te
her infant colonies, her claim cannot on any
principle of juftice; be ftretched to the country
at large, where they are permitted to refide,

I have attempted to give the outline of this
argument, but let us grant the advocates for En-
lifth dominion all they: with., Let us imagine
that the war carried into Ireland: by Henry the
H. was founded on the ftricteft juftice,—That
the people of Ireland were colledtively fubdued,*
and- that the confequent rights of England, were
never relinquithed. The end of conqueft is
prefervation and ufe, § and not deftruéion ; it is
of little importance to a captive, fhould his life
be fpared in battle, if he isafterwards manacled
and denied: the means of exiftence, -

The interefts and rights of Ireland were -

maintained with great ardour and fuccefs by’ Sir
William Molyneus, + This public queftion was
\ ' 3 debated

* Blackftone vol. 1. page 199, denies the Norman right of con-
queft; the vitory of William; he obferves, was not over the
nation collectively, butonlyoverthe perfon of Haiold. The only
right he acquired:was to the: Crown of En gland, and not to alter
the Govermnent. '

t The' injurious policy of Btitsin'towards: Ireland is diffafed
throughout rthe remaining effays. ‘

+ This gentléman came over to England, previous to" tha
publication ‘of 'his book; upon this fubje&t, to confult the cék’f-,
‘buated Mr, Locke, that' able afiértor of liberty, approved of*tht
performance, and encouraged him in it'y-profecution,

i
|
:
\
l
\
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deBated with a fpirit and warmth which rterétt-
ed the nation. Parliament thought proper at
laft to interfere, and by an a& made in the
fixth of George the I. it was declared, < thay
Ireland is, and of right otight to be, fubordinate
to, and dependant wpon the imperial crown of
Great Britain ; and that parliament hath power to
make laws to bind the people of Ireland,”

A declaratory law will not create a right,
which had no antecedent exiftence. But here
we muft bow with relpetful deference to au-
thority.  Between nations; there is no ar.
biter of domiinion but the fword. From an ap-
peal of this melancholy kind; I turn my eyes
with abhorrence. A whole people are more
patient of fuffcrance, than prompt to avenge.
The misfortunes of Britain, and the calamities of
America, will prove an ufeful monitér to both
countries,

The fituation of Ireland will never excite her
to.rébellion ¥ by the vain hope of giving birth to
the grandeur of a rifing empire. The territory
of America, and the velocity of her population,
turned the eyes of mankind to that &ra, when

by a gentle effort, fhe thould ftand difengaged
from the fhackles of dependence.

On

* Nothing but the perfevering injullice of Britsin can deftroy the
astachments and loyalty of the inhabitants of Ireland.
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On the contrary, the fall of" Britsin "would,

produce the mournful exchange of an imperfeét.
liberty, for an abfolute tyranny.* The murmurs.
of ill.requited friendfhip, would be converted
o the abject meeknefs of a trembling flave.
Ircland muft then be content with the condi-
tion of a provinee of France or Spain, or if in the
ﬁrugglcs of Bourbon greatnefs, by a furprizing
phenomenon, :fhc fhould be declared indepen-
dent ; without colonies, without foreign fettle-
ments, without force to guard her commerce,
or preferve herfelf from 1nfult, fhe might remain
for a few years in this ftate . of trembling exift-
ance, until wearied with her fitvation, fhe chear-
fully threw heifelf into the arms of the firft great
power that wouid undertake her protc&xon

Of the Commerce of Irélard.

IRET .AND has been a {ateHite atiendant upon

the fuperior, orb of Britain. Would to
Heaven ! that the Jatter reflected back a portion
of the {plendor fhe has fo liberally received from
that unfortunate kingdom, - i

Ergland, ruled by a pringiple of ‘commerce,
ha? enueavouféd to turn all her depcndencies
"4 and

* Treland I apprehend weuld receive from France-a national'li-
T:f)rt} of commerce, with the mxferablc alloy of individual flayery

R N T L.
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~ and poficflions into this channel of her greatnefs,
She planted colonies in climes, where the qua.
Iity of their produ&s would afford a reciprocal
advantage in the exchange of their commodities.
But fhe fhould have confiderd, that Nature, in
giving Ireland a foil and climate fimilar to her
own, had eftablithed an eternal barrier againit
this policy. She fhould have obferved, that
Ireland, from fitvation, ought to have formed
part of her agregate empire in EurOpe Inftead
of helding an opprefled and impoverifhed king-
dom in her orbit by the precarious chain of
power; fhe fhould have attracted it by the
tics of affection, gratitude,and mutual advantage,
A conduét of this kind would have rivetted that
kingdom in firmer bonds than the incorpora-
- tion of Parliaments.  Ireland rendered happy,
would be lcyal—enjoying the rights of com-
merce would become ftrong, and thus would
form oncof the principal plllars in fupportma
the Britith Empire, |
The arms of Ireland have been employed in
promoting the commerce and extending the do-
minien of Great Britain, She hath fought for
her on the torrid coaft of Africa—fhe hath af-
fifled in making the Britith name glorious in the
Eaft—fhe hath lent her ftrength in fupporting
the right of Britain in America, againft the
French. Yet what has been the extent of hgr

commerce? Favoured by Heaven with-every
C natural
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natural advantmge to command the moft exten-
five trade, in what a mifcrable circle of traffic
hath the been circumfcribed ?  From Afia and
Africa the hath been totally precluded—with
America and the Welt Indies curbed and re-
ftrained in almoft every valuable article of im-
portation or exportation—the fame reftsicticns
have been extended to her commerce with every
eountry in Europe,. |

England hath turned every valuable export of
Ireland into her own hands, and fhe hath not
permitted her to receive tea, fugar, tobacco,
indigo, rice, ccffce, and a multitude of other
weighty articles, but from herfelf, and at the
price fhe thought proper te impofe.

In examining the policy of this general and
unexampled monopoly, 1t has been aptly fug-
gefted, that if the trade of Europe confifted of
twenty parts, and Ireland gained,one part, there
would be an equal lofs of one-twenticth to the
commercial countries of Europe. Now, if
Britain  pofiefled . four parts, it follows, that
four-fifths of the lofs arifing from the increafed
commerce of Ireland would be fuftained by fo-
reign countries. Thus France would feel fe-
fevercly in her woollen manufatures; and if
the gain of Ireland is the eventual acquifition of
this country, England would gain four-fifths of
her own ftock at the expence of the reft of
Europe,

Having
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Having thus taken a general view of the trade
of Ireland, I fhall endeavour to confider it in de-
tuil, in the following order; firft of the exports
of Ireland, and afterwards of the imports,

Of the firft T fhall make the following dif-
tinttion—The articles that are exported, and
fome of thofe that ought to be exported. And
6rft of the linen manufature.

Of the Linen Trade.

HE linen * trade is the principal pillar of Irifh
commerce. In lefs than eighty years, the
induftry of one province of the kingdom, com-

pofcd chiefly of Prefbyterians, carried this

manufalture almoft to the laft ftage of perfec-
tion. At the begining of the prefeat century,

-the amount of the exportation of linen from Ire-

land, did not exceed fix thoufand pounds, and it
has proceeded forward in a rapid progrefiion,

* When Ireland, in the beginning of this century, relinquithed
ber wopllen trade, to gratify the fordid willies of fome Englith
manufadturers, it was exprefly {tipulated on the part of England,
that every encouragement fliould be extended to tie Liith linen ma-
nufadture.  This promife has been grofsly broken and evaded :

the reftrictions on Irifh printed linens, and her fail cloth was in

direét oppofition to it's letter and fpirit. The encowragement
given to foreign linen, has been-aifo another inflance of an unge-
perous difiegard to the interelts of 'licland,

P until
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until in the year 1772, it’s value was eftimated
at near a million and a half. R

A trade of this extent did not, however, fpring
up the fpontaneous produce of a luxuriant foil.
A board of trade was conflituted, compofed of
the principal perfonages of the kingdom, wifo
were entitled the truftees of the linen manufacture,
A fyftem of laws was framed for the regulition
of this trade, and the prevention of fraud, which
for wifdom, penetration and an attention, which
extended to the moft minute articles,would do ho-
nour to the moft enlightened country, Eighteen
thoufand pounds per ann, was intrufted by par-
liament, to the diftribution of the tryfteesin pre-
miums, for extending and encouraging the linen
manufa&ure: * under this aufpicious influence, it
flourithed, and grew apace, whillt every day new
profelytes to induftry were invited to-take fheler
under its benignant fhade,

Ireland has the advantage of Scotland, its ri-
val in the linen.manufacture, in- two ¢fiential ar-
ticles. Itis better adapted from the quality
of its foil, far the cultivation ef flax, and is wa-
ter aflimilates with a peculiar facility with the
athes ufed in forming the Jy or wath for bleach-

ng.

¥ The premium offered by the truftees of the linen manufac.
ture, have been latterly fo irregularly paid, ‘that all invitation to
the manufa@ure derived from them, hasin‘a great meafureabated,

:The
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The art of bleaching has beent carried in Tre.
land to an excels of refinement, facrificing fome-
times, as I'apprehend, the ftability of the fabric
to external beauty, | -

- The linen trade is an objec of immenfe mag-
nitude, and its advancemeunt or decline, involves
the deareft interefts of the kingdom fo much, that
I could wilh it was in my power to {uggeft any
hint that would tend to its improvement.

- At this day, of univerfal diftrefs in Ireland,
the opening of new avenues of trade, will no
doubt, revive the {pirits of the inhabitants, and
may pofiibly encourage fome few adventurers r
engage inthofe untried paths; butthe advancement
ofthe linen manufacure is immediate in its opera-
tion and permanent ‘in its effect. I know but
of two ways to attain this advantage. One is,
by raifing the material 6f the manufaGtures ag
home ; the-other, in the extending the con,
fumption of the manufaGure itfelf,

Under the firft head I comprize the cultivas
tion of flax, and the faving of flax-feed for fow-
ing. - The cultivation of flax ac prefent labours
under threc obftacles: the uncertainty of the
quality of flax-feed ; the high ‘price of foreign
flax-feed, and the non-exemption of flax from
tithes, ;

The interdiCtion of American commerce,
together with other evils, threatened the extinc.
#ion of the linen trade, Deprived by this fatal

difference,
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difference, of flax feed, the origin and fpring of
the manufacture, it feemed for a moment OR
the verge of ruin. The Englifh Parliament
indeed, with a provident eye had endeavour-
ed to avert this calamity, by directing 2
bounty on the importation of flax-{eed from the
Baltic and the Netherlands, to be paid out of
their treafury. [Flax-feed, hawever, was poured
into the kingdom in fuch large Guantities, as
amply to compenfate for the interruption of
the ufual American importation.

The quantity annually confumed in Ireland
is eftimated at 32,000 hogfheads.  The
American flax-feed had begn often held over,
and fold in the enfuing fealon with the fame
{uccefs as in the year of its vegetation, Uns.
happily the Baltic and Netherlands did not
poflefs this advantage, To a philofophic eye
this difference in the principle of vegetation
may be attributed to the vivifying ardent quality
of the air in America, and the torpid humid
climates in the northern European countries,
In one year 5ooo hogfheads of old and cor-
rupt flax-feed were fold for fowing in Ireland,
which entirely failed to grow. Although the
feller had paffed the moft fattering encomiums
on the fertility of the feed ; yet on this melan-
choly occalion, whether from avarice and in-
juftice as principals, or acting under orders as

| agents
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agents to their correlpondents abroad, all reftito-
tion was denied. The quantity of fax-feed fowed
by each farmer or cultivator, on an average, is
computed ataboutfeven galions. This, incneyear,
deprived 50,0c0 families of the chief {pring of
an indifpenfable but wretched and unfruic-
ful induftry,* The linen a& had made fome
wife provifons for the prevention of this evil,
and the truftees acting under its authority, in-
flicted -penalties upon feveral of  the principal
importers. - The framer of this a& of Parlia-
ment had indifputably intended to grant to this
fummary jurifdi&ion a power of final determi-
nation without any appeal whatever; yer, I
am informed, the merits of thefe judgments are
row in the court of Kéng’s Bench of Ireland s
and it is a principal queftion, whether this act
of Parliament, by virtue of which, feveral per-
fons ecommitting offcnees named in the a&, have

{uflered

* To give fome general idéa of this article and its produce,
I offer the following calculation. A bufhel of flax-feed will
produce from 10 10" 15, fometimes 20 flone of flax. The aves
rage produ& 12 ftore, at 8s, average price, is 4l. 16s. per
Buihel.  This value on feven buthels, the quantity on a hogthead
amounts t9 33l. 12s. the lofs therefore occafioned by the failure
of 5000 hogfheads is equal to 168,000l. “and this in the firft in-
flance enly.  Numberlefs families could not afford to purchafi
flax for fpiniing; and the public therefore loft, not only the
material, but the value which would have been added to it by the
Jabour of thofe unfortunate peopie,

A
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fuffered a capital punithment, is a private of
public a&t. The truftees irritated at the inters
pofition of the Court of King’s Bench, (and pof-
fibly ignorant, that as no writ'of certiorari was
prohibited by the act of Parhament, thatthis
court was bound to ,grant it on being de-
manded,) applied to Parliament, in order that
this part of their jurnifdittion fhould be with-
drawn, ‘ '

Thus did the nation lofe the benefit of a
fummary remedy in the regulation of it’s ftaple
commodity. Since that period, numberlcfs
frauds have been committed in the fale of fax-
feed. Every year produces immenfe failures,
which difhearten the farmer, and ‘ruin the infe-
rior order of cultivators,  There is one great
remedy for this evil, which purifies the ftream
at the fountain head.  All holders of flax-feed,
in the months of Auguft or September, fhould
be compelled to {ell what is then on hand for oil.
Government (hould ere€t oil mills for this purpofe,
and the profits refuliing from this manufalture
would foen repay the expence of their eftabliths
ment.

When Aax-feed was imported from America;
it was the moft common return made to Ireland.
for its linen cloth, and the few articles Great
Britain permitted o be exported. It generally
4old at an average price of about 2l. 15s. per
hogthead ; fince that kingdom ‘has been fup-

plied
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.« «rom the north of Europe, .the price ta
the farmer has been 41. 11s. per hogthead, -
at an average. This price, on a confumption’
of 30,000 hogtheads, amounts to the enormous
fum of 136,500l.. which the nation pays in the
firft inftance for this article, and which muft be"
deemed a burthen and preflure upon' the manu-’
fatture of an immenfe magnitude. If we efti-’
mate the firft coft of this feed at 50s. Irifh, there |
is a lofs to Ireland of 76,001, being the whole
amount of the trade. The fhips employed in
this commerce have never carried to Koningf-'
berg, Lucbec, Riga, or Oftend, a fingle ar-
ticle of the manufatture or. produce of Ire-’
land. /

Parliament might abate the meafure of this '
injury, by offering liberal bounties on the faving
of flax-feed. This would heal two wounds
which the manufa@ure at prefent endures. It
would affure to the fower flax-feed of a good
quality, and it would retain in the kingdom the
alarming  fum annwally remitted for its pur-'
chafe..

The third expedient I would point out in
favour of the cultivation of ffax, is allowing it
an exeroption from tithe, This would operate
as a bounty upon the cultivation; and if thofe
perfons. who would be affeted by this ftep,

fheuld be held entitled to the confideration of
: D K Parliament’

Tl
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Parliament, it might be eafy to provide an
adequate compenfation,

The other head I propofed treating of, was
extending the confumption. This great mea-
"fure, more flattering than almoft any other
commercial advantage, depends on Britain. The
confumption of England alone confiderably ex-
ceeds the Irifh exportation of linen cloth. This
added to the Weft Indian, African, Spanifh and
American trade, offers an extenfive and inex-
hauftable demand. This mighty trade might
be fecured to Ireland and Scotland, by an att
of fimple juftice. It is no more than caufing
German linens to be rated at the cuftom-houfe
at their real and not an obfolete and nominal va-
lue. This important ftep would be a neceflary
confequence of recurring to thofe principles of
policy, which induced our anceftors to confi-
der the encouragement of ‘the manufadtures in-
flituted in their own dominions as the firlt and
primary object of commercial regulation, |

if England opened her ports for the intro-
du&tion of  French woollen cloth, would it not
diftrefs, if not totally ruin her woollen manufac-
tures ? The fame policy that precludes all coun-
tries from exporting that article into England,
{hould be, in fome degree, extended in favour
GF the linen trade of Ireland and Scotland. I
do not require that German linens fhould be
taxed to a prohibition but it would demon-

ftrate
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ftrate a judicious policy, to reftri® an impor-
tation which is daily increafing, and which has
proportionably impoverithed the linen manufac-
ture of Ireland and Scotland.

The linen manufatture, in the year 1772, re-
ceived a violent fhock from the failure of For-
dyce the Banker. An entire ceffation of public
credit, not only in this kingdom, but in Ireland,
caufed it to languith for two or three years
before it began to revive after that misfor-
tnne. The commencement of -the American
war alarmed the public with new apprehen-
fions, and made them tremble for the fafety
of this ftaple article. To the aftonifhment of
Ireland, the year 1776 produced no fymptoms
of that wreck and defolation which has lately
overwhelmed the trade of the kingdom. Every
countenance beamed with gladnefs, at finding
the gloomy fpeculations of politicians at this
crifis unfulfilled. Men, however, who looked
beyond the glittering delufion of the prefent
moment, ftill entertained fears for the event.
They attributed the dernand that prevaiied for
linen cloth, to the fupply neceffary for the Spa-
nifh fleet, which about that time failed for South
America, An extra demand for linen adapted
to the printing manufa&ory at Manchefter, was
another caufe to which the prefent {pirit was
afcribeéd : as they confidered thefe caufes as
temporary, they prognofticated the fame of ‘the
effect. ‘

. We
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We have beheld thefe predictions, thefe ap-
prehenfions fatally verified. The linen trade,
in the following year, once more bccarpe dull
and languid. Tt ftill preferves an exiftence,
but it is the decripidnefs of old age, inftead
of the blooming appearance of “manly health

and vigour,

of

The value of the linen cloth exported at this time from Ire-
land, cannot much exceed one million ferling yearly. TFhere
is alfo a confiderable exportation of linen yarn frcm the towns of
London-Derty and Sligoe: it is eftimated at three hundred
thoufand pounds annually. This great quangity of yarn is en-
tirely purchafed for the Manchefter ttaders, They procure the
material on terms which Englifh opulence could never afford to
produce. They caufe it to be wrought into Manchefter printed
linens, and linen and cotton manufadure. Afier it has received
the acceflion of Commiflion to the fators in Ireland, freight
from thence, infurince, weaving, printing, and a wiriety of
other expences, ‘together with the profit of the manufaurer,
1t is returned to Ireland with this accumiulated expence, ta bé
paid for by the Irifh confumer. Manchefter has been always
inimical to Irith profperity—~May Ireland ceafe to contribute
10 the advantages 6f men fo fordid—=fo unfriendly to the voice of
juftice and humanity,

- I fhall attempt to give an idea of the various ftages of the linen
manufa&ture, and. their relativ: value, For this purpofe I fhall
take .a picce of yard wide linen, at 18d, which is the average
price of linen exportéd: from Ircland.

Ly el

" 1 piece, cdntainfng 25 yards, at 18d value, T 17 &

& a1l Eacisis ek

To 81b. of fine dreffed flax, at 1od perdb; - o 6 8
‘To fpinning 40 hanks of yarn, at 23d

per hank AL . i e
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| Of the Provifion Trade.

[ HE linen manufacture is feated in the
province of Ulfter, and one or two coun-

ties in Connaught. The remainder of Con-
naught and the fouthern provinces of Leinfter

and
Brought foravard °ot5 o
To the buyer of the yarn and profit on
having it weaved E oy 1 6
To the weaver, 24 Yards, at 4d - © 8 4
To the buyer of linen for his commiffion
on the purchafe - B © 1 o
Tobleaching 25 yards at 1£d per yard 6 5 =f
To carriage to Dublin - o o 6
T6 commiffion on the fale,at 3Id pércent. o 1 2
Incidental - - - o0 0 6
' ‘ —_ 1.13 23
To the linen merchant for intereft of money, rifque of :
his fa&or, chance of bad market, &c. o g 3%
ooy O, ]

Spinning is the bufine(s of women, who are obliged to work
diligently, if they produce a hank of yarn in the day; of the
quality neceffary” for the above linen. Two pence half-
penny a day is a moft fcanty earning, but even this is fome-
times confiderably reduced when yarn is very low.

The labeur of the weaver is more produétive. With much
affiduity ke can weave two yards or two yards and a half per
day of the above linen, which amounts to ten pence, or fiye
fhillings per week. '

It appedrs from the above calcalation; that the yarn is little
more than one third of the valee of the piece of linen when
bleached and at market. From this fome judgment may be
_@rmed of the injury arifing from exporting yarn. When print-
mg‘?hd the high price of Englifh labour is added, the firlt coft
of the yarn is multiplied at leat five times.

’
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and Munfter, are utterly deftitute * of arts and
manufactures. This fine fertile and populous
country, capable of raifing every material o
ftimulate induftry, has remained for ages in the
firft ftage only of civilization. Like the ancient
patriarchs and modern race of Tartars, the care
of flocks and herds form the chief employment
of the inhabitants, Immenfe trzéts of country,
extending as far the eye can reach, difplay a
great aflemblage of cattle, under the direction of
a fingle herdfman, unconfined Dy marches or
any vifible boundaries.

A miferable hut, the refidence of the tattered
attendant upon thefe droves of cattle, occalion-
ally relieves the eye from the melancholy unva-
riegated profpect. Nature, hoiwever, often in
wild variety, affords a charming view of exube-
rant bounty in various parts of this coﬁmr‘y.
The enchanting lakes, diverfified with an infi=
nite number of iflands : the {pontaneous groves,
the majeftic rivers, and the warbling fireams,
" aFelt the beholder with a mournful icea of an
ungrateful- neglet and inatttention, whilft Na-
ture folicits regard by all the attachments of un-
bounded munificence, _ '

The propagation of live ftock is always de-
fiructive of population, By agriculture and ma-
nufactures we find it conftantly promoted. This

is

# T except Dublin in this obfervation, where fundry manu-
faGurcs are fapported on narrow wretched fcales.
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is evident from the example of China, Perfia,
the Indies, and even many countries in Europe.
In the three firft great empires, where the
~human race multlply with an aftonifhing ra-
pidity, they depend for fubfiftence on the cultl-
vation of their lands. In Europe we find Hol-.
land, by the mere force of induftry and appli-
cation to manufactures, fubfift in the propor-
tion of her territory, feveral times the popula-
tion of Ireland. On the contrary, in America,
Tartary, and other pafturage countries, the hu-
man Kind are comparatively few, as it regards
the extent of their country,

The application of lands to the feeding of cat-

is far alfo from being produdive. ’Ihls ap-
pears from the moft ﬁounﬂung years of the ex-
port of provifions. Before the American war,
the value ot the beef, tallow, and butter ex-
ported from all Ireland did not amocunt to a
million. The exportation of linen cloth from
one province during the fame period, amounted
to nearly double thc fum: belides, we include in
this eftimate an extenfive exportation, chiefly of
butter and ~pork, from Belfaft, Newry; and
Sligoe, ‘towns in the northerly parts of the
kingdom.
" The exportation of provifions to foreign ports
is alfo cafual and uncertain. France and Spain
durm peace, are almolt its only objeéls, and

th;
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the jealoufies and wars between Britzin and thefe .
countries fubject it to infinite diftrefs, dlfﬁculty,
and difappointment.

An unlimited trade will open different views
to the proprietors of lands. Manufactures will
promote population, and a rifing fpirit of agri-
culture will fubfift increafing pe()plc. Villages,
and after them towns will erc& their hcads in
thofe extenfive fertile plains, where. at prefent
no habitation appears. The healthful villager,
and the robuft nervous artift, will falute the tra-
veller, inftead of the herdiman, or the unem-
ployed half ftarved vagraat, |

1 fhall now make a few obfervations on the
ftate of this trade for the laft four or five years.

In the firft year of the American contefl, this
trade {welled into the richelt fiream of .traffic
that had ever been experienced in that branch,
The immenfe arders from England—the fupply
of the troops in America, and the great demands
from France and Spain, advanced this article
fifty per cent. and for a moment difpelled the
gloom arifing from the lofs of American com.
merce. ‘ poe

This pleafing profpet was foon darkened, by 2
proclamatlon, laying an embargo on the expor-
tation of provifions to all foreign places. It has
been affirmed, on the moft mcontcﬁablc evidence,

that this fatal meafure was the offspring of 3
phvat.c
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private intereft. Ireland was facrificed to the
influence of a * few contraors in England, who
having entered into contraéts with government,
for fupplying the king’s troops, were defirous of
raifing fortunes, at the expence of that unfortu-
nate country,

If the provifion trade continued, even un-
fhook by the policy of Englith goverament, I
fhould not wifh it to be extended, or the lands
of Ireland to be appropriated to pafturage. . But
uatil manufaétures and agricalture are properly
{ubftituted, it was the only valuable exporta-
tion; except linen, from the country. Before
miniftry, by one a&, deprived the people of Ire-
land of half their provifion trade, they fhould
have conlidered what cempenfation the injured
inhabitants fhould have received for {fuch mif-
taken policy : a ration, whoie exports, at that
time, were little more than from two to three
millions, could ot afford to have one third of
it capricioufly deftroyed.

E We

* Tt is faid that the inferior contra&ors in Cork, acquainted
their principals. in England, that unlefs an embargo took place,
they could not fulfil their engagements. - This produced an im-
mediate application to government, who granted the requeft.

Mr. Gordon, the furveyor at Cork, has exerted amoft uncor-
ftitutional power of granting liberty to fhips, by his fign manual,
to depart with provifions, or any other -goods, without pay-
ing'any duty. This unexampled fufpenfion of an Ivifh act of
Parliament, at the will of an individual, requires the moft ferious
examination. He is armed, it is fuppofed, with a private order
from government, but this (hould never protect the meafure.
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We have now before us one great fource of
the diftrefles of Ircland 5 the farmer, the grazier,
the landlord, all experienced a portian of this
‘national misfortune : the holders of feeding or
pafturage ground, could no longer felk their cat-
tle ; the great market at Cork was glutted and
over-ftocked. Tenants could not pay their-
rents, the grazier was no longer able to make
- good his engagements, and the fpeculative mer-
chant was undone.

The moment an account arrived in France,.

of the embargo on Irifh provifions, orders were
immediately fent to Denmark, Norway, &c. to
furnifh a fupply for their Weft Indian commerce,
In a little time the Freneh markets were com-
pletely ftocked. The Irifh merchant murmur-
ing and in defpair, deeming the reftrition
illegal, took the oaths required at the cuftom
houfe, but unhappily found the market anti-
cipated. As an aggravation ef mercantile dif~
trefs, many veflels from Ireland infured at a high
premium, were taken by Englifh thips, on their 5
paflage 1o France, and the infurers refuled to-
be accountable for their value, '
- Provifions now funk fixty per cent ; every mar-
ket for {mall beef, was thut up from the mer~
“chant, and even a clandeftine trade was pre-
cluded by the fitvation of the Freach mar-
kets,

it
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If government intended by this meafure, to
abate the national expence of the war, at the
<coft of Ireland, little of thiseffect was produced.
The fmall beef which fuffered moft in its price,
was entirely unfit for the purpofe of government.
Af they intended to diftrefs an expected enemy,
the event in a little time, too fatally proved,
that France had abundant refources for pro-
wifion, without depending on Ireland.

*“The firlt, embarge which government im-
pofed on Ireland in February, 1776, prohi-
bited the exportation of provifions from that
Kkingdom to any foreign countrids, without re-
ftricting England. This was a meafure lels
malignant than the gencral embargo which fol-
lowed in O¢ober in the fame year; but at the
fame time, it was replete with the groffeft par-
giality. Irifh provifions, on this cccalion, pafied
through the hands of the Englith merchant,
whillt every motive which could ipring from a
fuppofed  polisical: neceflity, - equally inhibited
‘both countries from exportation.

The firlt embargo originated in 1111bera]1ty 5
the laft was an a& of national injuftice. Go-

| vernment

* I acknowledge myfelf indebted for confiderable information
on this fubjeit, to a pamphlet publithed in Ircland, entitled,
# A Copy of a Report drawn up by a Committee appointed to
enquire into that Trade.” It is republifhed by Mr. Almen in
®is. Remembrancer, No. 54+
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vernment either offered up Ireland at the fhrine
- of private intereft, or they made a fruitlefs at-
- tempt to difappoint the military preparations of
krance, by devoting Ireland to an unmerited
-bur inevitable ruin,

France has difcovered in Denmark and the
northern powers, a certain fource of fupply.
Thofe countries are enabled, from the cheapnefs
of their lands, to furnifh cattle on ' eafier terms
than Ireland can afford. The * provifion trade

“to France has been turned into 2. new channel,
from whence it will never pofiibly be recalled.

Whilft we lament the misfortunes which have
flowed from this national blow, may we not
look up and examine the ftrength of that power
by which this injury has been committed ?

The Crown claims and exercifes the high
prerogative of fufpending the laws. of Ireland.
In Britain, ‘when the exigency of the ftate
has required ‘an immediate and indifpenfible
remedy to be exerted by the crown, the necef-
fity of the meafure is pleaded for the breach of

753 L ‘ the

* The npmber of bullocks flaughtered in Ireland in the year
1775, amounted to one hundredand fixty thoufand. Immenfe
quantities of pork were ﬂgipped from Newry, Belfaft and other
towns, for Cork in the fame year. Since the embargo the num-
ber of bullochs {laughtered, ‘have, at a medium, not exceeded
fifty thoufand annually, and the dcmapd fer pork has entirclyl
abated, “5. 9 e ) ' =i : '
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the conftitution, and the minifter comes to Par.,
liament for an indemnity... This was pra&ifcd
by Lord Chatham in the year' 1566, and by
Lord Sandwich this year, when the Spanidh de-
claration of war required an extraordinary exer-
Hon 5 in order to man the feer, ' _
Upon what principle the Crown can exerr a
prerogative of this injurious t:n_deﬁcy n Ire.
Jand, which it is not allowed to poffefs in Bri-
tain, I confefs, furpaffes my ‘comprehenfion,
It was thought neceffary 1o give the legiflative
affent to the interdiction of the trade of Bofton :
fhall a minifter ar pleafure exercife the extenfive
privilege of thutting up all'the ports of Ireland
by a proclamation ? If _provifions can be Te-
ftricted by rhis power, why npz the linen ma-
,nufa&uré? If the Crown can impole new con-
ditions for the exportation of any arricle, why
hot make duties on impofts ? A right of this
kind—a power of this unlimired quality, would
render a money bill of little Importance. If an
exten{ion of trade is folicited, we are informed it
belongs only to Pailiament—We are to]d that it is
not in the power of the Crown to grant rights
but at the lame time we are taught that we hold
what we now pofiefs, or may hereafter atrain, as
tenants at the will of prerogative. By this con-
tradictory doétrine, the Crown can deprive the
' ~ people
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people of Treland of their trade, but cannot be-
ftow it : it reverfes the amiable and juft maxim
of the law, that though prerogative, may al-
ways exercife humanity and mercy, it can ne-
ver commit any injury. ~

Thus it appears, that the embargo on the
trade of Ireland was as unconftitutional as it
was impolitic. But as this power continues to
be exercifed, it is time that the great public
queftion of it’s legality fhould be decided. Af-
ter * three years paffive {ufferance, fome fpirited
gentleman fhould endeavour to have the temper
of thefe commercial chains examined in an Irifh
court of juftice.

The exertions of Mr. Ogle, an Irifh fenator,
in the great caufe of his country, were unhap-
pily rendered abortive, This active and patri-
otic gentleman fhipped a parcel of beef for
Bourdeaux foon after the firft embargo : it was
feized by the fhipping officer, againft whom he
immediately brought an aétion. The death of
this perfon, when the caufe was nearly at iffue,
difappointed Mr. Ogle’s intentions, and gave
univerfal concern to the kingdom, :

of

‘% The demand for beef in France amounted to fev_cntg-ﬁjva
thoufand barrels annually.
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Of the W vollen Trade.

IN conﬁdering the trade of Ireland, from the

Gituation of the country, the dilpofition of
the inhabitants, and the afluénce of the material,
this would promife to rank in the it line of
pre-eminence, as an article of €xportation, A
malignant peevifh Jealoufy poflefled “the minds
of the Englifh, when they beheld the firf dawn-
Ings of this rifing' manufa@ure, Immediately
after the revolution, they addreffed a monarch
to deftroy this flower in its bud, whofe recent
eftablithment would not permit_him to refufe a
requifition fo fraughe with impolicy, and fb re-
plete with ruin to an unfortunate country,

Thus perifhed the woollen trade of Ireland,
Since that melancholy period, it has fcarcely
merited the name of exiftence. Some efforts
have been made indeed to cherifh it’s miferable
remains, in the vain expectation of fapplying
the confumption of the kingdom,

There is a peculiar genius in fome countries,
united with local circumftances, which, altho’
it may be combated by difficulties, will never
be overcome. Analogous to the human mind,
if Nature has implanted a ftrong difpofiticn to
the attainment cf 2ny honourable objedt, it may
be depreded by misfortune, or it may be im-
peded by unkindnefs , but by a juft and fteady
perfeverance it will; atlength, furmount every
gbitacle, ¥

Vol The
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The climte of Ireland is humid ; and, altho®
not fubjec to that rigorous air to which many
northern countries are expofed, yet it’s winter
is fometimes fevere, and always extended. Na-
ture, liberal in fupplying the various neceffities
of mankind, has covered the plais of this fine
pafturage country with a profufion of the fleecy
tribe. ‘The inhabitants have not been inattentive
to this gracious munificence.  The aufterity of
the clime firft inftru@ed them to cloath them-.
‘felves, the redundancy of the material furnifthed
the means, and fuggefted the difpofition of
making it the fubject “of an extenfive and bene
ficial commerce.

But thefe bounties have been poured out in
vain [—the temper of it’s induftry has fruitlefsly
languithed after the object of its withes—Bound
down by the fetters of an illiberal monopoly;
this unhappy country has long been the object
of the pity and contempt. of furrounding na-
tions. It has been pitied as the victim of
Englith avarice and m}u‘hce—-—lt has been con-
temned for a patience which no ignominy could
aroufe to refentment.

The condu& of England has been equal]y
impolitic and cruel, It has been impolitic from
two caufes: firft, becaufe the depreflion of the
commerce of Ireland is injurious to Britain;* and

next,

* England and Britain are putone for another in this pamplilet,
and ufed as fynonimous terms,
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next, becaufe the reftrictions on this articlé in
particular, have recoiled increafed cv1l on it’s
envious framers, '

The firft reafon I have affigned for confider~
ing the condu& of England impolitic, I have
endeavoured to prove under the head of the
commeérce of Ireland. That which remains,
being the principal objeét of this effay, I thall
now attempt to illuftrare,

The moft judicious Englith writers on trade ®
have been of opinion, that opening the woollen
trade of Ireland, would be of advantage to this
kingdom. This they prove from the following
obvicus argument. France is the great rival of
England in the woollen trade, She cannot carry
on this important branch of her traffic without
the affiftance of Irith wool.  The Irith are com-
pelled o difpofe of their wool to France, be-
caufe the prohibition of England denies them
the liberty of it’s manufatture; therefore the
contlufion is inevitable, that whenever the Irifh
ar€ enabled to refume the right of Nature, they
will manufature all their wool, and the French
will confequently be no longer able to procure it 5
this formidable competitor will have her induftry
relaxed, and England will at length diftover, that
Irith profperity will rather irradiate than darken

the glory and happinefs of the empire,
‘ | F | The

® Sir Jofiah Child, Sir M. Decker, Poftlethwaite, &¢.
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- The confined limits of this temporary work
will not permit me to prove in detail the various
propofitions of this argument, I fhall content
myfelf with a few curfory remarks, which, I
hope, will tend to elucidate this fubject.

When the plague raged at Marfeilles; the de-
mand for Englith woollen: cloth, to fupply the
‘Furkey, German, Portugal and Spanifh trades,
was incredible, and afforded the moft convincing
proof of the large proportion of the confump-
tion of thefe markets the French had been ac-
cuftomed to fhare. ‘

The wool of France is fhortand coarfe, being,
in the language of the manufatturers, neither
fine in the thread nor long in the ftaple. This
obliges them. to have recourfe to the wool of
Ireland, which poffefles both thefe qualities.
Aided by a pack of Irifh wool, the French are
enabled to manufa&ure two.,

The arm of vindi@tive penalty has been
ftrerched out, and. the coafts of Ireland have
been guarded by Englifh cruifers without effect,
to reftrain.the exportation of Irith.wool, There
Is a {pirit in fome articles of commerce, which
difdains it’s fhackles. The hand of illiberal
power may erect it’s envious but unavailing
mounds,. the tide of traffic will ftill burft over
1’s feeble aud impotent barriers,

Lhus the wool of Ireland, in defpite of thefe
artificial entrenchments, finds it’s way to enrich

e-‘E)uisl-
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our foes. England cannot manacle the trade
of other countries ; but if (he cannot be unjuft
to all, fhe will be unjuft where it is in her
power. In exercifing the fword of reftraint
againft a friend, fhe opens an avenue to the
market for a natural enemy, B 7

It is by a cultivationof the woollen manufac-
ture, and caufing a market to be opened at
home, that the French would be deprived of
this important fupply. It is the intereft and na-
taral rights of the people which fet thefe laws at
defiance, abate the meafure of that intereft, and
the laws will be obferved.

If England was the only country engaged in
the woollen manufactory, policy might pofTibly
direct the hand of reftraint, whenever it could
be exercifed, in order to encircle this art, from
the knowledge of the world. It might then have
been preferved, with a monkifh piety, as the only
fountain, to which the various nations who are the
objeét of it’s demand, might refort for fupply.

But the fting of calamity, muft excite a more
exquifite fenfibility, when the injuries endured,
by an unfortunate people, afford no real advan.
tage to thole profefling friends, by whom they
are inflicted.

Would not France, at the various foreign
| markets, feel the effeét of the Irith woolen ma-
nufadture, as feverely as England ? would fhe not

be more materially injured, as her cheapnefs fre-
| quently



(:36.)

'quently compenfates, for the want of fability
in her woollen productions ? would it not heigh-
ten her diftrefs, if together, with this eflect, fhe
no longer could procure Irifh wool to quah 1y

her ftaplc P
If there was a province in France, where the
woollen trade could be conducted with extracr-
dinary advantage, which would in it’s effects cur-
tail, if not, annihilate the woollen trade of Eng-
land ; what opinion fhould we entertain of the
policy of that country, if to gratify another pro-
vince, a few miles nearer the capital, it fhould
be reftrained, by royal edits, from applying
itfelf to induﬁry, and peculiarly prohibited from
engaging in a manufature, for which, by na-
ture, 1t was emmently ‘qualified. Suppofe this
unhappy pravince remarkably populous, loy-
al, but perithing under the weight of the
fetters, which had been impofed on it’s in-
duftry, could we refrain from exclaiming at
the partlahty, the impolicy, the barbarity and
ignorance of their goverment. Would not Eng-
land triumph at a conduct, which feemed calcu-
lated for her particular intereft? whilft fhe re-
joiced  at the imbecility and weaknefs of fuch a
government, if the was not abandoned to every
feeling of humanity, would not even the tear of
pity darken her - eye, ar beholding a brave, bug

~opprefled people, facrificed at the fhrine of pro-

vingial mhumanlty ?

Let
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Let us reverfe this picture, and fee if the mir.
ror does not refle&t our own image. It is fuffi-
cient—it ought—it muft awaken the good fenfe
of this country.

W hen the ports of Ireland are opened for the
exportation of her woollen manufacture, the nexs
confideration is to revive the national fpirit of
induftry in thjs branch, and give vigour and per-
manency to the manufature.

For this purpofe, two things appear to me of
much importance, in producing this effc¢t : firft,
that a board in imitation of the truftees of the
linen manufacture fthould be eftablithed, by au-
thority of parliament, with an ample revenue to
be appropriated in premiums, for the encourage-
ment of the manufaéture in all it branches:
next, that the feat of the woollen manufacture
fhould be removed from the capital. It 1s a {o-
lecifin 1n policy, to carry on fuch a manufacture
in the metropolis, . Dublin may be the market
for it’s fale, but it thould be the laft place in Ire-
land for it’s produ&tion. The woollen manufac-
ture of this country is eftablifhed in York, the
cheapeft county in England. What would be
the ftate of the linén manufalture, if it was de-
pendant on the efforts of Dublin manufacturers 2
have we not {ven the feeble remains of it, that
once fubfifted in that city, linger for a long

time, and at lait expire ?

This obfervation is fo obvious, that to purfue it
farther
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farther is almoft fuperfluous. But T fhall make a
few other remarks. The manufaGurers either
have employment, or have not. If the woollen,
manufacture has at any time felt a demand, thefe
artificers become infolent, idle, and infift on
higher wages : they work two or three days in-
ftead of five or-fix. They engage inillegal com-
binations, and grown frenzical by intoxication,
make the city tremble for it’s fafety.

If they want employment, what a melancholy
fcene is prefented to our eyes ! twenty thoufand
unhappy wretches, without money, or credit,
perifhing from want. The fireets and roads co-
vered with the feeble remains of fome times de-
cent, but milerable men, foliciting charity,

The linen manufaéture is expofed to all the
variety and fluctuation of demand, attendant up-
on commerce, but the direful effe@s we have
deicribed are not experienced in their full extent.
The poor may recetve lefs for their labour, or
their web of cloth may return unfold from the
market, but they have ftill an alternative from
abfolute want, in the produce of their little farm,
or the fupply of their garden,

If the manufacture was eftablithed in fome
cheap fertile country, the artifans would be de-
tached from each other, they could no longer en-
gage in thofe deftru@ive combinations, which

make the means of fupp]y cafual and uncertain,
and
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and which dry up the fountain of national in-
duftry,

Vegetables, pri many other articles, which
the poor fubfift on, are dearer in Dublin than
in_London ; the advantage derived from the
cultivation of their own vegetables, together,
with a removal from the pernicious ufe of fpirits,
would render the manufa&urers healthy and
happy, inftead of difgracing Ireland, by a difplay
of wretchednefs and inebriety, which is fcarcely
to be equalled in all Europe ; the manufadture
itlelf would reach a point of perfeQion and
cheapnefs, which would recommend it at home
without patriotifm, and abroad without intereft.

The confumption of Ireland alone, would em-
ploy about one hundred thoufand perfons.* This

obferva-

* Suppofe Ireland to confain two millions of people and jan
equal number of each fex.
One half males, at an average, 15 fhillings per year £.750,000
The other at do. 4 fhillings do. 260,200

i e

Conﬁimption of Ireland - - 950,0cQ

If we fhould alfo fuppofe that each: perfon employed in the
woollen manufalture, earns rol. per year, the number of perfons
neceflary to {upply the confumption alone, would amout to ninety
five thoufand.

The whole produce of wool at prefent in Ireland, may be efti-
mated at 500,000 ftones. It is now at gs. per ftone, let us call it
ros. it’s value would then be 240,500l. a picce of woolen clotli,
properly finifhed, is generally valued at five times the coft of it’s
material, from the acceffion of labour. This would produce,

fuppofing all the wool of Ireland to be manufa&u;ed, no moie
: than
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ébfefvation alone, is fufficient to fhéw that Dub-
fin cannot be the feat of the manufaGure in a
ftate of improvement, and therefore, as the firft
ftep rowards it, let the manufalturer be invited
mto the country by national bounty.,

The Irifth woollen warehoufe in Dublin, which
has been happily converted from a retail fhop
into a wholefale market, will then require to
have its bounds enlarged. The inhabitants of
Dublin may not be altogethér fo numerous; but
thofe who remam’ in it W111 be more profperous
and happy.

Of the Coal Trade.

¥ RELAND pofiefled of numerous coal mines,
I is indebred to England and Scotland for that
neceflary article. I * compute that one thoufand
fail of colliers deliver their cargoes annually in
different ports of that kingdom ; ellimating each
vefiél to carry two I\Lnued tons, and the aver-
age price fixteen fhillings per ton ; we have a
fum of near two hundred thoufand pounds, with-

drawn in {pecie yearly.
A colliery has been opened many years at
Ballyc.:ﬁle, a {mall town fituated at the extremeft
norzhcrly

fhan 1,250,6c0l.  The furplus manufa&ure which remained fqr
expoitation, would therefore be no more than joo,cocl. which
even on this ground, provesy that England has little to apprehend
from the Irifhat foreign markets:

, * In'the yeaf 1761, 121,994 tons of coals were 1mported into
Dublin,
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hortherly point of the Kingdom. The parlias
ment of Ireland hath lent it’s aid in vain, to give
fome f{pirit to this undeitaking. The port is
dangerous, at all feafons, and almoft inacceffible
it winter. The firft veflel,* which fome years 490,
arrived at Dublin, laden with coals from this place,
was received by the whole city with acclamations,
They confidered her as the happy forerunner
of an ififlux of coals at a reafonable rate, and 4
prefervative againft the continued drain of the
fpecie of the kingdom for Britifh fuel. But the
hatural difficulties of navigation, having never
reccived a complete remedy, this coal mine, toge=
ther with feveral others in different parts of the
kingdom continue to extend their influence with-
in a narrow internal circle, :
At Dungannon, in the county of Tyrone,
feveral coal pits are opened under the direftion’
of a Mr. Du Carte. Poffeffed of a great mechani-
cal genius, this gentleman undertakes uncommon
things, with a furprizing appearance of ingenui-
ty, but without always proving fuccefsful. A na«
vigation had been projeéted, to convey coals from
thefe mities to join the Newry canal ; in the pro-
fecution of this work, a hill intervened. A vulgar
engincer would have either carried the naviga-
tion round the hill, or, like the Duke of Bridge-
water, “pierced  through- it 3 but Mr. Du Carte
conceived an expedient of a different kind ;
he uadertook to rélinquifh hthc aid of water,
T Sl > R ' which

* From the year 1761 to 1763, 4741 tons of coals were im<
ported into Dublin, from Ballycaitle,
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which he left at the bottom of the hill, and ag=
tempted to raife barges, full laden with coals,
by a particular mechanical force, upon rollers,
to the fummit of this elevation, and by the fame
contrivance, enable them to defcend into the
canal upon the other f{ide. The great road to
Dungannon pafles along the brow of the hill,
it was therefore neceflary, to ere& an arch for
the afcent of the vefiels,, which the traveller
eould pafs under on horfeback. A great wheel,
whofe centrifugal power was intended. to attain.
the mealure of force for exalting the immenfe
weight of his full laden veflels, the courfe by
which they were to- afcend, and all the reft of
the apparatus of this unexecuted enterprize,
continue to ftand a monument of eceentric abi-
lity without forefight, and to deferve the appel-
lation applied to it, by the country people, of
being Du Carte’s W him..

Ele has not been, however; unfuccefsful in all
his undertakings. In the true parade of Iiifh
“ inland navigation, he has erected an aquedudt
for conveying the canal along a deep valley, '
through- which a confiderable river holds it’s-
eourfe,  compofed of ftone of a fine quality,. |
quarried -near this place, It prefents to the eye
a_front, beautifully embellifhed, reprefenting:
Egyptian marble, Here the barges are to glide.

over

In the year 1750, a Committee of the Houfe' of Commons re=-
folved, that the Collieries in the county of Tyrone, were equal’ .
to the fupply of the confumption of Dublin, \
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over the aquadud, whillt the river is running
thirty or forty feet underncath.

Thefe coal mines fupply the neighbouring
¢owns with this article, but ontil the navigation is
completed; no benefit can be derived from them
so the kingdom at large.

Ireland will never be able to furnith herfelf
with coals, whilft the influence of England pro-
hibits any taxation upon her fuel. ® A coafting
voyage is generally more tedious, as well as
dangerous, than the run from Whitchaven to
Ireland. ‘The infinite application of mechanical
force in England, from the fuperior opulence,
or poflibly the ingenuity and induftry of the in-
habitants, gives a permanent and extenfive ad-
vantage over the efforts of the Irifh in all works
where great labour is required. ‘

If Ireland had a fpirit of induftry infufed into
hér people, by the enjoyment of a commiercial
libérty, fhe might *foon be enabled to furnifh
herfelf with an article diffufed throughoutherown
foil ; fhe might alfo extend it to an exportation
highly advantageous. It would found a nurfery
for feamen, increafe her fhip-bulding, and fpread
a general vigor thro’ her manufactures.

of

" * T think abounty of three or four fhillings per ton, granted on
the importation inta Dublin of iifh coals ,/_\gguld be a judiciovs.

maalure,
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Of the Fifkery.

THIS article thould form one of the moft
fplendid figures in the picture of Irifh
commerce. Parliament fenfible of the immenfe
value of this fource of wealth, have been liberal
in it’s encouragement.  Bounties  have been
granted to vellels of a certain tonnage, that con-
tinue on the herring fithery—when the fh arrive
at-market, the merchant is again invited to ex-
port them by another bounty, payable on receiv-
ing a certificate of their being landed, in any
foreign place, or in any of our fettlements,

Thefe advantages have not been held out in
vain, the great markets of the kingdom are fup-
plied with herrings, on terms particularly fa.
vourable to the poor, who being chiefly Roman
catholicks, are from religious obfervance, ob-
liged to live the greateft part of the year on fifh,
Liarge quantities have been exported to the Ma-
deiras and the Weft Indies.

Thefe herrings, either from their rich luxuriant
quality, or an imperfection in their cure, feldom
continue Jong in warm climates, in a ftate of
preiervation. A contingency of this kind,
where the outward freight exceeds the bounty,
hath much reftrained the adventurer ; befides, in
the Welt Indies, the planter giving a certain
number of herrings to his negroes, derives an

| advantage
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advantage from the fiallnefs of the Norway
herring, the number of each kind in a barrel,
being generally in the proportion of five to feven,

The herring fithery carriéd on by the Dutch,
at a confiderable diftance from their coafts, has
been always deemed the principal fource of their
-greatnefs. The induftry, frugality and perfe-
verance of this people, have furmonnted the djf.
ficulties of fituation, and enadled them to drain
the liquid element of a treafure, which anpy.
ally vifits the inhgbjtants of Britain and Ireland
with little advantage,

Thhis great branch of traffic, which the Dutch
have monopolized, amounts 1o many millions
yearly, Itfinds ample employment for an amazing
variety of different artifans, &c. the fhip builder,
the [mith, the net maker, ghe cooper, and 3] the
branches attendant on thefe occupations, are in.
debted to this extenfive trade, Itis the opulence
of this commerci] people, which enabling them
‘0 accept of fmall profits, carrjes them triup,.
Phantly forward in this tide of traffic,
 The condutt of Holland ar thi Junéure,
would juftify 3 fpeculation, that Great Britain
will not always permit thae country to continye
to reign unmolefted in this commerce, It jg
time the. (hould fhew a2 faithlefs ally, that fhe
will “‘not facrifice a real benefit, for an unprofit-
able alliance. If Holland would expeé&t the ge-
ﬂ"m@"h the frjendfhip, the protection of Britain,

fhe



( 46 )
the. fhould - endeavour to merit it by gratitude
and affection. ,

If this trade fhould ever be relinquifhed by
the Dutch, it would transfer to the Scotch and
Irifb, a ftimulus to induftry and exertion, that
would highly enhance the property and power
of thefe countries. .

In Ireland, together with the immenfe fhoals
of herrings that appear on her coafts, fhe pol-
{effes alfo on the weft fide of the ifland a valuable
cod fifhery. An ignorance of the method of
cure, confines the extent of this filhery to the
internal confumption of the kingdom.

It will be worthy the confideration of an Irifh
parliament, defirous of applying a remedy to
the diftreffles of their country, tO confider of
fome expedients for the further extenfion of this
¢rade. Premiums fhould be offered for the belt
method of curing fith.  The cod fithery deferves
particular attention, and a confiderable bounty
fhould be granted on the exportatian of this laft
article.

A few years ago, a public company was infti-
wited in Dublin, for the purpofe of carrying on
¢he fifkery. 1 am not enabled to fpeak of the
event of this undertaking, but as the plan was
judicioufly framed, if it has been executed with

fpirit and integrity, 1 entertain lictle doubt of the -
¢ompany’s {uccefs. o
In the year 1762, the quantity of herrings imported inta Ires

land, amounted to 23,233 barrels ; the exportation only to 5,10%
barrels, This proportion has been much changed for fome yeatsy
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Of Agriculture and Emz;grmz'zbzf,

: GRICULTURE fhould be the primary
manufacture of every country. If the foil
s not fertile, it ought to be cultivated for fubfift-
ance ; if rich and luxurious, as the means of
Paying for the fuperfuities of other nations.

This manufatture waits for no precarious re-
turn, but carries in itfelf the labourer’s reward.
In the eafty the policy of the country, makes the
cultivation of the land an article of religion.
The extent of population renders the exertions
of an ufeful induftry indifpenfible,

It was in the reign of Henry the 1V, that the
Duc de Sully introduced a general fpirit of
agriculture into France; that kingdom, from
the vigor of this principle, acquired a popula.
lation and wealth which enabled Lewis the
XIV. to awe Europe. This monarch, famous
for the temporary fplendor of his reign, and for
the ruin which a falfe ambition produced, fup-
planted agriculture for the fake of manufactures,
Colbert altuated by the impetuofity of his na-
tion, dazzled by the glare of the arts he efta
blifhed, fuffered agricultare to languifh in ob-
feurity. © A few years experience, undeceived
the French nation. When famine in all it’s hor-

rorsftalked amongft them, and the unhappy
oY ) people
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people clamoured for bread, the neceffity of 4 |
different {yftem was perceived and adopted. ..

It is but a few years finice Ireland was de-
pendant upon foreign countries for corn; each
tevolving year ¥ brought with it either a r@al
famine, or the melancholy apprehenfions. of
want. The chief return from America, for hert
tinen cloth was in flour; and in one year,
Ireland imported corn to the amount of nearly
half a--million, This mniighty  burthen alone,
was fufficient to cruth a Kingdom in the
infancy of arts and manufaltures ; A was an evil
fo flagranr, as not to efcape the public attention,
- To afociety,1 whofe generous efforts in behalf
of their country, all honour and refpect is due,
the Irifh are indebted for the rapid progrefs of a
general cultivation of their lands. Premiums
have béen extended, with a judicious and muni~
ficient hand, to tillage, under their patronage.
John Wynne Baker, an Englithman, carried on
a courfe of experiments, with honour to himfelf,
and advantage fo the country, Machines for
expediting manual labour were formed under
his infpection. Thefe were fold at a moderate
price, and a general know'ledae of the farming
art was diffufed, and enlightened the kindom.

To a genius profound, fubtle and penetratmg,
this gentleman poffefied an induftry which no
difficulties could relax ; he conﬁdcred the tafk

appointed

® Tn the year 1729, the importation of corn into Ireland,
amounted to near 200,003l.
+ The Dublin Society,
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appointed” him, not as adull rcund of duty
which muft be performed, but with a fervor of
patriotifm  which would do honour to the
founder of a ftate. His laft cares were dire@ed
to the profperity and welfare of the kingdom.
This {mall cribute I willingly pay to the memory
of a man, whofe charadter from the mediocrity
of his fituation has not been fufficiently re-
vered.

Thhe great maxim which fhould regulate every
undertaking, that comprehends the general in-
duftry of a people, is to provide a market for
the efforts of their labour. One obvious, but
wife expedient, has together with the caufes we
have enumerated, effe@ed a wonderful revolution.
The market of Dublin, by a imple operation,
has been brought within the vincinity of each
farmer, for fixty miles round.- A bounty on the
carriage of corn, from all parts of Ireland to
Dublin, exceeding ten miles diftance, like fome
potent charm, hath converted many adreary un-
comfortable wafle into fields, cloathed with the
rich produce of a bounteous harveft, Flour mills
have been alfo erected throughout the kingdom ;
here the farmer, as his neceflities demand a fale
of his whear, is fure to find a ready money mar-

ket : “his wants are even frequently anticipated
by an advance of money, long before his grain

1s prepared for the mills;
: H . *Thus
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+"Thus a regular and permanent fupply of grain
has been at length eftablithed. The nation ex-
periences the {wects of this nprovement at the
prefent hour of calamity : provifibns of every
kind are far from being dear; it is to a ftagna-
tion of trade, which no longer circulates a-
mongft the poor, the means of purchafe, that
their diftreffes are chicefly to be attributed.

When the American war commenced, the
cultivation of grain, was then haftening to it’s
prefent perfeétion. The krifh npasion fhould be
orateful’ to the divine benignancy, which: prepar-
ed the way for this great event, by excitinga {pi-
rit of induftry which has preferved the kingdomr
from all the horrors of famine and confumate
mifery.

. The advantages refultma from this important’
change., fhould countel_balance, it might be ap-
prehended, many of the evils the krifh endure.
At firft fight this appears a propolition whick
could not be denied, but a little confideration.
will evince, that this great benefit has been at-
tended: with an injury, growing with its growth,
and ftrengthening daily with it’s increafe,

About twenty or thirey years ago, the arable and
pafture lands of Ireland were let 2t an average
at five fhillings per acre. The inhabitants were
fupine flothful and indolent; their induftry
was not called forth either by the clamour of
demand, or the invitation of profit, Ignorant

of
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of the art of cultivation, one miferable erop
was followed by another, ftill worfe, or per-
haps by an entire failure. Thus the wretch-
ed farmer ftarved over a fertile foil.  Spirit-
lefs, or precluded by poverty, he purfued the
common track without deviation; with the bi-
gotry of an irrational devotion, he depended
on Heaven alone, for that produce which
could only be derived from the efforts of a well
diretted labour. :

On the firft dawn of improvement, the value
of lands rofe apace ; they were fucceflively- at
ten, tweaty and thirty fhilling per acre : near the
chief towns, their price advanced far beyond
all bounds of fpeculation: fix, eight or ten
pounds per acre, is the ufual price in the neigh-
bourhood of Dublin. Men poffeffed of  a'{mall
capital, fpeculated upon the purchafe of lands,
and great fortunes were thus acquired. The rent
soll of Ireland was trebled in the courfe of a few
years. \ |

Many unhappy confequences have flowed
from this fudden revolution. The farmer has
been tempted by the profpect of an improve-
ment, which at firlt feemed infinite, . to un-
dertake a rent, which he is unable to diicharge:
+his poultry, his butter, his ftock of all kinds,
muft go to market to fatisfy an inhuman
fandlord ; with a multiplied produce before him,
A | he
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- he has the melancholy fpectacle of beholding it
pafs thro’ the hands of his family, whilt guard-
ed by a dire neceflity, they have not courage to
partake of the bounty, which Heaven feems fa
liberally to have provided. 5
The landlord elated by an acceffionof in-
come, which lifts him from a careful ceconomy
in the:country, up to the fplendor of a town refi-
dence; can no longer be reftrained in the arro-
gance of his demands ; his fitvation makes him
vains-and his neceflities tyrannical : if bis mifer-
able tenant, by the exertion of an unwearied in-
duitry, is able to pay his rent, in a few years he
muft increafe i, or his land is advertifed to be
let; and fecret propofals are folicited 5 terrified
by the apprehenfion of being driven from the
foil, which his family hath for many generatioris
lived on, he ventures to meet the avarice of the
landlord; but a few years experience reduces him
to beggary, and he flies with his family, calling
on Heaven to witnefs the cruelty of an unrelent.
ing tyrant, _
Some landlords unwilling to be the immediate
inftruments of torture, turn their tenants over to
an abandoned fet of men, called jobbers ; thefe
perfons take a large portion of land into their
hands, and let it out to a number of wrctched
people named cotters. In the breaft of the prin.
cipal, fome drop of pity and commileration
| L A might
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might pofibly be found, but thefe mifcreants
are fteeled againft every feeling of humanity, A
hovel in which there is no chimney—the com-
mon refidence of the family and their cattle,
without apparel, except a few rags to cover their
Bakednefs, their food potatoes, are the only ac-
commodations which thefe unfortunate beings .

are admitted to reach, s ikde '
At this place I fhall beg leave to make fome
furcher refleétions, The fubject is important
which comprehends the welfare and happinefs
of that valuabl clafs of men who are employed

in tilling the land. ‘ |
In England, lands are very generally held by
the immediate occupiers by copy of court roll,
This is a valuable rteaure, which affuring ta
the tenant and hijs poﬁerity a certain pofieifion,
fubject to particular fines, which are either
afcertained, or rcafonable,; hath proved the
furelt  ftimulus to a ufeful \nduftry. Where
they are holden otherwife, as for term of years,
or as freehplds nor of inheritance, on the ex-
piration of thefe eftates, they sre in almoft
évery inﬁjnge renewed on eafy and mode-
rate terms.. The Englith landlord would de-
fpife the man who covertly and infidioufly en-
deavoured, i)y the overture of a little additional
rent, to deprive his neighbour of fubfiftance.
He Weu_ld b?hdld with indignation the ungene-
| rous

|
|
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’r:)'us attempt to expofe fome venerable old man,
like an ancient withered oak, to the tempeft of
the world, when bowed down with age and 1n-
firmity—To turn him and a numerous family,
whom he had trained up to the virtuous labout
of the field, to feek for fome hofpitable roof,
‘who had been inftructed to confider themftlves
in a pofieffion, which a benevolent landlord
would continue to their fons and daughters—
‘But above all, he mult deteft himfelf, if he
did not inftantly fpurn the meycenary wretch
from his prefence for ever. .

Thefe are the cuftoms which have rendered
the Englith yeomanry fubftzntial and refpectable.
‘Farming is an honourable, becaufe it is a lu-
crative employment. q'he wealth of 'the king__-
“dom, like a healthfsl circulation, is not con-
fined to the noble parts, but is univerfally dif-
fufed. The opuknce of the hufbandman en-
ables him to apply all the power which inge-
nuity has devifd to give vigour to the arm of
induftry. ; X

It is to the tyranny, the inhumapity and the
impolicy of landlords, that an emigration be-
gan in' the north of Ireland, which threatened
to depopulate the country. This induftrious -
‘manufadturing people, invited by 4 clime, where
‘liberty flourifhed, and where oppreflion had not
yet taken root,’ continued to remeye with thefn

familiesy,
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families, with a filent but painful regret. Ernis
gration languifhed for a confiderable time. For
the profpect of happinefs abroad muft be fure
and immutable, or the -anguith at home poig-
nant and intolerable, when a man, with his fa-
mily, give up their friends and conne@ions—
the atrachments of youth and maturity—their
natal foil~—to venture into unknown regions, at-.
an immenfe diltance. But the moment arrived,
when the ftreams, that murmuring defcended
over the rocks, fhould be changed into a mighty
torrent rolling from the mountains,

About ten years fince, a nobleman (Lord
Donnegall) vifited Ireland for the firft time, in
order to renew the leafes of his eftate, which,
in general, had expired. When he arrived at
Belfaft, a fpirited commercial town, . confifting
of above ten thoufiand inhabitants, he was re-
ceived by peals of acclamations, as if fome God
had defcended to blefs the world. In his fuite
was a gentleman, a Mr. Talbot, who acted,
as appeared afterwards, in the character of hig
minifter, |

When the firlt tumule of rejoicing was over,
for their gracious arrival, the great bufinefs was
entered upon, which bad induced his lordfhip
to vifit this country. His immenfe eftate was
derived from an -anceftor, Arthur Chichefter,
who had aflifted in the original redu&ion of
Ullter,  This great and then happy town, part

- of
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of Carrickfergus, famous for it's defence.in the
laft war—together with an infinite tract of land
in the counties of Antrim, Down and Donegall,
_campofed the property of his lordfhip in Ireland.

A fcene now opened itlelf, novel in it’s ap-
pearance and fingular in it’s effects, The tenants
were encouraged to bid againft each other.
A fpirit of intrigue, apprehenfion, and jealoufy
was excited=—fines were intreduced—the little
varnings of a ftruggling induftry were now fa-
crificed to an infatiable avarice. - In the fpace
of a few months, Lord Donnegall drained that
part of the kingdom in which his eftate lay, of
upwards of one hundred thoufand' guineas i
fpecie. His partizan, Mr, Talbor, for his
fhare, acquired in the fame time, it has been
affirmed, about twenty thoufand. The income
of his lordfhip’s eftate, by the various arts
which had been. exercifed, was now increafed
near threefold. ‘

I willingly acquit his lordthip, and do not
attribate to him any intention to ruin this fine
country. - It is upon Talbot’s head I would
pour the ftream of execration—It is againft
hxm that I would direct the laft burning hcrha
"of the families who perifhed in the fultry
fwamps of Carolina, ® Like fome¢ flend, he

| fkulkcd

* The emigration from the nmth of Ireland, was chiefly ta

South Carolina, where from the unwholefomenefs of the climate
great numbers died.
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fkulked from a people he had rvined, huggi

himfelf in the fatal mifchiefs he had occafioned 5
but followed by ‘the ftings of 3 conicience,
which muft prove an eternal acculer, :

A fpirit of turbulence and _'difa.ﬁ'c:&ioh, for
the Grit time, now fhowed it’s head in Ehis pro-
Vince, fince it was peopled by proteftants, The
fown of Belfalt was attacked by an’enraged
mulutude.  They burned the houfe of an emi-
nent merchant who had taken a large portion of
lands from his lordhip ; and they threatened
devaftation tomany others. They vere compofed
of perfons who were either driven from their
lands, or of thofe who had. been compel.]ed to
promife more than they could render for them 5
they affumed to themielves the appellation of
Hearts of Stegl, and proceeded to tch fevenge
on all whom they deemed their enemieg. Every
-day brought advices of houfes being burned—

-of compuliory oaths adminiftered—and of fome
-new diforders which had pot been heard of be.

fore. Confidered as zealots for liberty, and
commilerated as the obje(fl:s of afevere oppreffion,
the law could not reach their crimes,. In de-
{pite of the cleareft evidence, they were con-
ftantly acquirted in their vicinity. At length,
a law. was- enalted, whereby they might be ar-
raignea and tried in Dublin. Even this expe-
dieng proved ineffectual: a fpiri; was excited in
| i : ‘the
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the capital in favour of the prifonérs—they were
held out as unfortunate people, who had
ftretched a juft refentment bcydhd: the verge of
the laws; and who were now, at the ex-
pence of the conflitution, dragged to Dub-
lin, far from their friends and conneftions, in
order to be facrificed at the fhrine of Tyranny,
The evidence was full and conclufive againft
them, yet they were all acquitted.  The po-
pulace confidered this event as a victory gained
over their enemies; and they were conducted
{rom court in triumph.

At length the laws began to operate in oné
or two counties. The alarm now became uni-
verfal—the {pirit of gmigration revived—the
principals, their friends and connedtions hur-
tied to the different pOrts of the kingdom.—
Whole villages became wafte and defolate 3 and
this difpofition, which commenced with crimi-
nals, extended ‘tfelf on all fides, to the virtu-
ous and induﬁtioﬁs, 4s well as the idle and pro-
Hﬂigate. It was co'mputed that, for feveral years
after_this period, not lefs than from twenty (0
thirty thoufand fouls emigrated from the nerth
of Ireland annually. It was a common practice
“for the parifh and it’s pattor, or clergyman; to
"embark in the fame fhip, @ (hare in the fame
“fortune.

Such was the temper and inclination of the

people, when the American War commenced.
This
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This unhappy conteft has, for a time, flopped
the courfe of this mighty river ; but whenever
peace is re-eftablithed, it will break forth with
redoubled fury. ln- a country where the inha-
bitants fink under the weight of rigorous exac-
tions ; where labour is not permitted to talte
of the {weets of it’s own toil; this temporary
reftraine will ftrengthen the defire to emi-
grate, and the interdi¢tion of America will be
confidered as the walls of a prifon.

When the artificer and the hufbandman, the
farmer and merchant, withdraw from a country,
I confider 1t as haftening forward to a fure
deftruction. = Thefe are the characters which
conftitute the fubftratum of a nation’s profperity ;
and when they begin to remove, it’s career of

-fortune is nearly terminated.

The depopulation of a country being the

greateft calamity it can fuffer, it might have

been naturally expected, that it fhould have
been the objet of a parliamentary enquiry.
This ruinous emigration contipued for years to
fhake the public exiftence ; and the legiflature,
either ftunned at the magnitude of an evil, which
they thought without remcdy, or awake only
to a private intereft, diftint from the public
good, beheld with a fhameful filence this dif-
teper of the ftate every day become more
ftubborn and invincible, n
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If the caufe of this political apathy had been
‘enquired into, it would have appeared to have ori-
ginated in the tyranny and impolicy of the legif-
lators. * The remedy was of a fimple quality ;
‘but it clafhed with the gratification of “either
their avarice or extravagance; it was by exer-
eiling a fpirit of moderation and benevolence to
their unfortunate tenants—it was by relaxing
the rigor of the demand, and accepting rather
what ought to be given, than what the igno-
rance and neceffities of the farmer might invite
bim rafhly to- promife—it ‘was by enabling the
poor to live before the rich thould be luxurious,
—that emigration would have been reltrained,
and the profperity and happinefs of the people
placed on anh immutable’ bafis, '

If it has been proved, that the cultivation of’
land, comprehends the moft valuable interefts of
a country ; that the avarice, the-inhumanity, the
mifcondudt of fand holders, not only impedes it%
extenflion, but menaces agriculture icfelf: with
rain: then the reafon of human law fteps in,
which is to enforce by penalty, what is in vain
prefcribed by duty.
 Money, that univerfal fign of property, has
been ‘reftraimed -and prohibited from alcertain-
ing it’s own price—it has been found expedient
in every countryy for. the laws to interfere be=
tween the avarice of the holder, and the diftrefles
wf the borrower ; tlus limitation is narrowed or

extended,

1
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extended, by the affluence or political neceffitieq
of a kingdom. If this great principle of policy
hds been applied to money, with equal,” if 1ot
greater reafon, it fhould comprehend the ufe of
land. - :

Why thould laws be enaGed for the regulaa
tion of bread, and netlimit the immoderate
price of land, which enhances the value of that
effential article? * Why fhould laws fubfift againft
foreftallers, and regraters, and not interdic job-
bers and the modern race of holders of rack rents,

Itwill be objeéted, that the value of lands be-
ing infinitely variable in quality, and dependant
alfo upon a variety of local citcumftances, pre-
cludes any uniform reftri&ion ; but this objetion
is obviated with facility. Itis no more than to
adopt the policy of our laws, when it is necefiary,
for the fake of fome national benefit, to make
a purchafe of lands or houfes. The illiberality of
individuals, their fordid withes, their thirtt of ad-
vantage mult bend to the public good, and fub-
mit to the value returned by the inquifition of an
impartial jury,

A committee of the Irith parliament fhould
be appointed; to enquire into the ftate of agri-
cultire in that kingdom ; to examine into the
price of lands, the complaints of the farmer, the
caufes:df the late emigration, -and the means to
prevent it in future. |

| ‘ Of

* Corn is dearer in Ireland thas in England,
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- Of the Import Trade of the sziy of Dublitt

T)YUBLI N, the metropilis of Ireland, has
been long ranked with the firft cities
Europe, for extent, population and the ele-
gance and {plendor of it’s private and publie
‘buildings ; inhabited by near two hundred thou-
fand fouls, the feat of vice-royal government==
of the courts of juftice—of a biennial affembly
of parliament—it might be expeéted that admi-
niftering to the neceffities and luxuries of fo ma-
‘ny individuals, fhould fupply one great branch
of an ample and beneficial commerce.
This city, fome years ago, {fupplied the prin-
cipal towns in the kingdom with teas, hops, fu-
‘gars, wines, and foreign fpirits. It was then a
great market to which the traders in the different
rowns reforted for the purchafe of thefe commo-
dities, but a fpirit of traffic having fince {prung
up in the chief ports of the kingdom, the
merehants in thefe places importing directly, no
tonger purchafc in Dublin but when a tempora-
ry exigence, or the flu@uation of an article holds
out fome particular inducement. |
The trade of Dublin confifts at prefent, Firlt,
Of the importation from Britain of woollen cloth,
haberdatheries, filks, hardwares, &c.—Second-
& lys
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iy, of teas, hops, fugar, rum, and porter; and
to bacco, rice, indigo.—Thirdly, Of rum, &e.
from the Weft-Indies—And fourthly, Wines,
fruits, and brandy, from France, Spai-n, and
Portugal, &c,

The fhopkeepers in Dublin of the firft clafs,
are chiefly agents employed by the Englith, who
are either allowed a commiffion on the fale, or
are entitled to a {mall fhare ia the advantage of
the trade.  Thus the very profit on the retail of
Britith manufacures is remitted to England,
together with the wholefale coft. = The retail of
her woollen manufatture is a bufinefs of little
advantage in this city, The unfortunate traders
in this branch are thereforé permitted to ftrug-
gle unrivalled in this miferable track. No Eng-
lithman envies this clas of men, their long vi-
fages—their diftrefles—their bankruptcies.

In the fecond clafs we find mérchants who are
in the 1mport trade,

" Teais an article of immen{e confumption in
Ireland. Every clafs and defcription of people
in towns, down to the wretch who folicits alms,
ufe this favorite commodity. England in pur-
{uance of her commercial regulation, and coun-
tenancing the monopoly of the Eatt-India coma
pany, has prohibitted the importation of téafrom
all other places.” In vain can bohea tea be pur-

chafed at Gottenburg or Dunklrk at 10d. per
- 1b,
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1b. for which the company charge from 2s. 4d.
to 25, 6d. or green tea from 22d. and upwards,
for which they charge 4s. 3d. and 4s. 4diand
upwards, in the fame propartion., Ireland is
compelled by the long code of penal laws with
which her ftatute book abound, to give a“com-
pany in England, from which fhe derives no ad-
vantage, twice the value for a commodity of ex-
tenfive and univerfal confumption,

This trade falls partly underthe fame obfer-
_vations we have made refpefting the firft clafs,
Tt was formerly attended with a permanent and
conliderable profit to the merchant ;  but large
quantitics of tea being fent on commiffion by the
Enghih fpeculators, who poflefling an opportu-
‘nity of adulteration=of fubftitution, and of the
invoice advantage, they have been enabled to
underlel the regular importer. To this may be
‘added the indilcretion of the merchants them.-
felves, who, by certifying as a wholefale trader,
‘every little vender of fpirits, every inconfidera-
ble grocer, who makes an application’ for this

‘purpofe, produce a mongrel fet of traders wha
_difgrace commerce, and annihilate a reafonable
‘mercantile profit.  Thefe men whom the mer-
‘chant, in the dawning of their fuccefs, when
:;he {cale of fortune flood {fufpended, trufted
‘with confiderable rifque.—Whenever it has de-
¢clared a little in their favor—as loon as they are
’ becomg
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become fafe cuftomers, manifeft their gratitude
by immediately becoming importers.  Thus
uniting their retail profit with a wholefale advan.-
tage, they diftrefs their fellow fhopkeepers, co-
ver their fmuggled teas, and leave the merchant
to deal with the unforrunate and needy.

* Almoit every merchant who has purfued this
miferable trade on his own account, has become
a bankrupr. = A fale without profit, at an exten-
five credit, to a fufpicious and dangerous clafs
of men can have no other termination but bank-
ruptcy and ruin, ‘

- The obfervation we have made on the grocer
importing tea, will in fome meafure apply to hops.
This article fome years ago afforded the Dub-
lin merchant a tempting object of fpeculation.
Increafed in it’s value two-fold by the arrival of
a London mail; many merchants, by a judicious
forefight, or the contingencyof the feafon, have
amply improved their fortunes. The fupply for
many years has however been too liberal to en-
hance the price from a temporary Irith fcarcity,
and when the London markets advance to a cer-
tain highty an illicit importation of flemifh hops,
reftrains a proportionate rife, and will not permit
it to afcend toit’s proper level.

The articles of fugar and rum we fhall referve
for. our remarks upon the Irith Weft-Indian

trade. 'We thall only obferve, that the liquor ge-
B nerally

.- 0
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nerally exported from London under the denos

mination of rumyisa combination of a corn {pi-
rit diftilled at home,. with a fmall proportion of
Weft lndian rum. For fome years the Dublin:
' market for genuine rum fuffered much from the
obtrufion .of this fpurious fraudulent liquor.
Fhe difcredit into which this article has fallen-

for. fome time from London, has happily, in:
a great meafure, prevented the importation.

"The out ports have not been equally difgraced
by this avidity for gain; which:does not fcruple-
at adulteration and fraud to effect its wifhes.

- Porter 1 fhall take notice of under the head
of raifing the revenue. T fhall difmifs this.
fubjet with obferving, that in this article allo-
fome London brewers employ their agents in
Dublin for it’s fale.

‘L'he three articles of tobacco, rice, and indi--
oo, the production of the fouthern colonies in-
America, have .been monopolized by Great-Bri- .
tain, . Glafgow: and Whitehaven fupplied the
Lrith with. tobacce, and L.ondon with rice and.
indigo. The northern part of Ireland hath con- .
tributed largely: to the colonization of South:
Carolina, . ‘The moft valuable part of her fub-
jelts have gone forth to people a country with:
which {be was not permitted to have any other

intercourfe:
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antercourfe but that which tended to her deftruc-

tion.
Thus the enly provinces in America worth

fighting for were interdited. The valuable
part of that great continent produced no mere
€om mercial advantage to Ireland, than the colo-
nies of France or Spain, or the dominions of the
Chan of Tartary. Whiltt Ireland was thus
treated as an alien, fhe was.compeled to be the
inftrument of enhancing an advantage which fhe
was prohibitted from enjoying.  She has been
obliged to accept of thefe commodities.at the Pprice
impofed by Britain, deprived of the miferable
confolation of procuring them pofiibly at a
cheaper European market,

Is it in this manper France treats any part of
her dominions? Are any, even of ‘her conquefts,
prohibited from trading with her fettlements ? the
dull ey’d Spaniard has at length laid afide fome
of his prejudices, and opened to other ports be-
{fide Cadiz, the trade of South America,

. Ireland hath beheld a country, to which nature
hath been remarkably frugal, affume a new af-
pect.  Enriched by a commerce from which fhe
has been inhibited—the barren wilds—the nig-
gard rocky foil—the humble cots of Scotland
have difappeared, to be happily exchanged for
{ymptuous palaces—fpreading groves—and the
gich verdure of a blooming cultivation,

The
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The merchants in Glafgow have multiplied
their capitals in tobacco ten times fince the com-
mencement of the American war. From 2d {
per Ib. the ufual price of that commodity, it has
vifen to 22d. and 2s. 1f we fuppofe the ftock in
Scotland to have been worth 200,000l at the
beginning of hoftilities, they have enhanced its
value to two millions, France, Spain, and Hol-
land, by the operation of the war, no longer had
occafion to refort to Scotland, but found this
valuable article flowing into -their ports at an
ealy price. Ireland prohibited from purchafing
at their markets, has been the dupe of Scotch
avarice, ~She has been almoft the only cuftomer
to the Glafgow merchant, and has given a clear
profit on every 100l. of her immenfe confump-
tion of gol.: this facrifice to the interefts of
Britain, will appear no inconfiderable caufe of
the prefent national diftrefs of Ireland,

We have now to {peak of the Irith Weft-In-
dian commerces ‘The beef, butter, herrings, and
linen cloth of Ireland, are commodities pecus
liarly acceptable to the Weft-India iflands.
Thele articles are often bartered at the Madci-
ras for their wine, which gives the Irith mer-
chant an additional favorite article for the Weft-
India market. The only return permitted by
Great-Britain for the produce of thefe weighty
commodities, is rum, ‘The mahogany and py-

mentQ
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mento of Jamaica are tgo inconfiderable to de«
ferve notice.

In the long train of reftrictions on the trade
of Ireland, T know of none more illiberal, fartal,
and unjuft, than the prohibition of fugar, Thefe
are fome of the confequences of this narrow ma-
lignant {yftem. It affordas the Weft-India mer-
chant either a caufe or an excufe for his delay m
remitting produce, Rum is too dear, or is not to
be procured, A whole year elapfes, and in the
interval the Irifh merchant either ftruggles with
the difappointment, or finks under it’s weight, If
rum is forwarded to the Irifh market, he finds it
overflowing with an immenfe importation, which
either precludes a fale, or if conftrained by ne-
ceffity, he forces one—he lofes on the home ad-
venture half the firlt coft,

Sugar comes to the Dublin market loaded
with a commiffion, with the various expences of
warehoufe-room, carriage, &c. ; together with a
new freight, infurance, &c, on it’s importation
from Britajn. All this is faved to the Britith
manufacturer of refined fugar ; aided by a li-
beral drawback, he deprives the Irith of the
wretched privilege of preparing fugar for their
pwn confumption.

Ireland claims a removal of this reftriction
upon every ground of juftice and policy. The
ePproaching enlargement of their trade m uft

comprehend
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comprehead this article, or it will appear that
England trifles dangeroufly with the {pirit and
good {enfe of that kingdom..

~ We fhall clofe our remarks upon this fubjeét,

by obferving, that almoft every merchant who
has adventured largely into the Weft India trade
from Dublin, has failed. He ison his frit eflay
in this path amufed with a liberal profit and 4
quick return, The practice of a fharper is thus
exercifed on the unfufpecting trader, who elated
with his good fortune, extends his views, en-
farges his rifque, untl, to his utter aftonifh-
ment, he is fuddenly overwhelmed in bank-
ruptcy and ruin,  In vain he hath invoked the
hvlmanity, the juftice of the Weft-India mer-
chant, to makehim fome return for his property.

Deaf to every confideration, but the call of pri-
vate intereft, he wraps himfelf up in his legal
fafety—and turns the perifhing merchant’s for-
tune into a more profitable trade, with the Spa-
nifh main,

- The Irifh attribute this fhameful difregard of
honour and integrity to the contagion of the cli-
mate, and manners of the people, Some of

sd ihcir'countrymen, who have maintained a fair

reputation at home, on ‘removing into this feat
of vice and proﬂ:gacy, have become equally cor-
rupt, and wanting in probity, even as the natlvcs.

The northern ports ‘émploy the captains of

their veITcls to difpofe of their cargoes, or fend
Qu§
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out {upercargoes; and this expedient has, in 3
great meafure, preferved them from this cas
lamity,

Of the importation of French ‘wines and bran-
dy, we will make fome remarks, when we treas
cf the effect of the prefent mode of raifing the
revenue. The wines of Portugal and Spainy be-
ing in general the return for our manufadure
and produce, ought to be encouraged. - The in-
troduction of port wine into general ufe in
freland, would deftroy the vanity of that fcan-
dalous clafs of men, who indulge their pride and
paflion for inebriety, by drinking five bottles of
claret every evening. The trade with thefe two
lalt countries might be much enlarged in the
Jinen branch. Fhe divifion of a piece of Irifh
hinen into three parts, neatly lapped, is a facil

methed to encourage it’s fale in Spain.

The Dublin trade fupports one or two fhips
in the Mediterranean, and the fame number in'
the Dutch trade. Fruit and oils from Leghorn; -
being a return for Trifh raw hides, and fome
hinen clothy conftitute the principal 'materials of
the former trade. With the Dutch an injurious
‘trade is carried on for their geneva, manufatture
of toys, &c. . and flax-feed. This people,’
whofe unremitting induftry extra@s the wealth
of every country, take no article of the produce
or manufa&ture of Ireland. Every difcourage=~
ment confiftent with the neceflities of the king-
| T, vl dom,

- 3
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dom, fhould therefore be extended to fo ruinous
a commerce: ‘

On the whole then, thefe concluﬁons may be
drawn. The trade of Irelandlaboursunder many
fevere and injudicious reftrictions. When public
credit enables the merchant to engaue 1n com-
merce, the narrownefs of it’s channel crouds ad-
venturers into the fame track—they clath—they
rival—they ruin each other. ‘They have re-
courfe to' various arts, when their propertys 1S
annihilated in protracting their fall. At length
the failure of a principal-dink ‘of the chain dlf-
folves this artificial fyftem. The banks are
alarmed—they refufe to'dilcount, and now un-
cealing bankruptcy rakes place.

Trade now feems to draw towards a final ex-
tinction. . The few merchants that remain, with
little property, and an unftable credit, think
themfelves happy, if by avoiding all mercantile
undertakings, they can make good their en=
gagements. _ | wn i

Such is the fitwation of this tnfortunate cify
at prefent.  Her deferted ‘barbour carries .no
other fign of raffic, than the black and gloomy
ﬂﬂ‘cmblacc of Englith colliers. ~Commerce
tempted by the delightful fituation of this coun~
try, s fertility, ic’s harbours looked with wift-
ful eye for that moment, when invited by free-
dom, fhe might make it her refidence;. but

weagied with expeéation, difgufted at her ‘hard-
fhips,

£
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foips, fbe feems ar Jength to have taken 2 final,
Dut refuctant farewell. |

Qf the Effect of the prefint Mode of raif-
ng the Revenue of Ireland, on the Mans
mers and Happinefs of the Peple.

HE revenue of Ireland is chiefly derived
B from the cuftoms on tobacco, wine, and
Ipirits imported, together with the excife on the
latter manufaGured at’home. Tobacco, althe’
éencrally ufed as a Juxury, is not pernicious in
i’s nature. In this it ftands reverfed to fpirits.
The one is a fuccedaneum to the mind, engaged
in the laborious offices of life—the other, whilft
it oppofes induftry, diftracts the underftanding,
and encrvates and deftroys the body.
Spirits have been fo produtive an article to
the exchequer of Ireland, that the legiflature
_ have never yentured into any liberal meafures,
to reftrain their baneful effects. They have pers
ceived manufaures Janguifh—--combinations
amonglt artificers grow head ftrong and furbus
lent—{loth . and" indolence . attend the meagre
-wretches, confumed by the depravation of . eon-
ftant inetriety, and have never yet applied a re-
m,'c’dy,gg {o ruinous a diforder.
_ One third of the fhops in Dubiin are venders
of fpirits.  The earnings of the multitude are
el €icid L carrigd
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cartied to thefe poifonous fountains, and here
they Darter their health, and what fhould be the:
fupport of their families, for a temporary mad-
nefs unfitting them for labour. _ |
The great profits refulting from the fale of
this- article, entices the moft refpectable fhop-
keepers to be inftruments in debauching the
_manners, and vitiating the conftitusions of their
“cuftomers ; they are the only perfcns in general,
wio grow opulent, and. fome of the greateft
mercantile houfes in Ireland, hawz taken their ori-
gin from the infamous profits of retailing fpirits,
‘T'he advocates for this pernicious practice, re-
quires us to point out a tax of {ubfticution. Pe-
rifh the ungenerous’ emolument that erets it’s
kead upon the health and happinefs of a whole
people ! but the argument will receive a more
decifive anfwer. If on the fale of fpirits * a-
mounting.to one fhilling, government receives
two
¥ Runi'is genevally fold in Dublin at the follewing wholefale '
prices :
Jamaica from gs. od. to es. 3d. per gal. ftand.
Antigua 4s. 4d. to 4s. 8d. ditto

Barbardoes  4s. od. to 45 2d. ditto
Grenada 4s. 2d. to 4s. 1od. dilto

. ‘Thefe rums are generally retailed from 8s. tor12s. per gallon,
French brandy from 6s. 8d. to 75. 6d. per galion wholefale.
Whiﬂ:y from'zs: 8d. to 3s. 4d. per gallon do.

If a tax of twenty or thirty pounds yearly was laid on all pei-
fons retailing fpirits, before eight o’clock in the evening, might
it not check this pernicious praélice?

About 6000 puncheons of rum, and the fame quantity of bran-

dy, have been confumed yearly in Iveland,

datyasadpr.gal.



L ol - o e

- a8 Yaenl,

two pence, and the intoxication arifing from this
exportation, 1s a day of idlenefs ; a lofs enfues
from what the artificer would have afforded on
that day’s produce, equal to an additional tax ;
befides the immen(e profit of, from Gifty to one
‘hundred per cent. which the retailers enjoy.

by thould not a wholefome malt liquor
take the place of this malignant article 7 The
Irih have malc uncommonly good and plen~
tiful, and hops are nearly as cheap as in
Englamd ; the latter article, for feveral years,
has been at an uniform and eafy price, offcring
the brewer all pofiible encouragement. But the
cheapnefs of hops, and the low price of corn,
has made no alteration either in the quality of
their beer or it’s price ; their two-penny beer
.continues as before, dpiritlefs, loaded and
dweet, without any invitation, whatever, to the
palate, With the advantages the brewers poi-
lefled in a moderate excife, and the.cheapnefs of
the two principal ingredients, it might have
been expetted, they would have manufactured a
liquor, at a little additional expence, that would
have weaned the common people from their at-
attachment to fpirits,  But the quick. return
of a beer, that in a week after brewing was
put into a courle of confumption, fupercedcd
Publlc expectation, and left no hope in -their

ipi pmt or generofity. * -
Thus

#®& There has been {ome late atempts to encourage the brewing
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“Thus fpirits, aided by their cheapnefs, the
force of ufage, and the momentary happinefs
in which they wrap the miferable, coptinue to
walk uncontrolled, {preading a gf:neml devafta-
tion over this unhappy countty,

The quantity of Englith porter gonfumed
in Treland is prodigious. It is fold generally ag
four pence, and fometimes five pence, per quart,
In a country where labour is cheap, a price like.
this, muit preclude the inferior ranks from en-
joying the benefit of a liquor, eriginally intend-
ed for their ufe. Some efforts have been made
to produce Irifh porter, but zn opulent rival,
conducting his bufinefs on an immenfe fcale,
is not to be affected by. the efforts of a con-
petitor hazarding a new undertaking, inexperi-
enced in the procefs, and deftitute of a liberal ca-
pital : even the Scotch infult the Irith with large
exportations of their porter. Some attempts
have been made in the Irifh parliament to reftrain
this excefs of impottatior, in order to encourage

their own manfifacture.: Bur the infuence of

Britain continues to fecure the monopoly ; fhe
vefules her confent to the taxation of a favou.
rite-manufacture, without regard; ng the meafure
of benefit which would accrue 1o t}*e Irith from
fuch an expedient.

The brawny laborious porter, and the robuft
apd healthy artifan of England carry in theit

alpect,
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afpect, a certain indication of a falubrious air,
and a wholefome courfe of living ; contraft
them with the emaciated artificer of Dublin,
with long and hollow vifage, whofe trembling
hand can fcarely receive the alms which his mi-
ferable appearance extorts from the humane and
charitable, and a juft conclufion may be drawn
of the neceflity of fome immediate and effectual
remedy.

Dr. Smith in his natural hiftory of Dublin,
has fhewn, that within the laft fifty years, fince
the introduction of fpirits among the common.
people, that the number of females born, have
confiderably exceeded that of the male ; the con-
trary before that period prevailed—the contrary
-{ubfifts in every northern country, that is unfe- .

duced by debauchery, or the pretended arts of
refinement,

The confumption of fpirits thould, therefore,
‘be reftrained and abridged, whilft that of malc
liquar ought to be advanced and enlarged—the
one fhould be made agreeable to the people,
and placed within their reach ; the other en-
hanced in it’s value, and rendered macgeffible y
in fhort, -the ‘prefent order fhould be entirely
reverfed.

Having difmiffed the lower ranks, let us look
a lietle upward, = The hofpitality of che Irifh hag
been a copious fource of panegyric. Several
gaules may be pointed out for the exercife of thig

truly
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¢ruly aimable quality: Icall ic aimable, however,
in a fenfe which cannot be extended to the ge.
neral ufage of that country. 1 think the ho{pi-
tality of Ireland may be traced to thefe caules ;
indolenee—little intercourfe with ftrangers—
cheapnefs of provifions and liquors—and laftly,
d love of diffipation,

The two firft caufes will be readily admitted.
‘Whether the native Irith inherit from their mi-
lefian anceftors, a tincture of Spanifh pride and
tanguor, or their want of application is a defed
of opportunity, and a proper ftimulus to in-
duoftry, I will not dewrmines The low price
of French wine, favours the diffipation of the
middling and fuperior ranks, in the fame degree
as fpirits have deprayved the common people.

French wine pays no higher duty in Ireland
than Portugal or'Spanifth wines. The confump-
tion of the former is therefore very great. Al-
moft every merchant in Dublin is either wholly
or partially in the wine bufinefs. This is ano-
ther, but an ariful fpring of hofpitality. The
wine merchant who relies upon the integriry and
candor of his dealing—the quality of his wines,
and the moderation of his prices—will foon dif-

cover that he has been flattered by a delufive ex-

pectation.  He muft, if he intends to profecute
this line with fuccefs, entertain his friends and
acquaintance to the utmoft ftretch: of extreme
@ebauchery, - Poflafied of a [trong ‘head, the

wing
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wine merchant fills bumpers, permits no perfaa
to flinch his glafs; and having at length drank
his company into a ftate of utter inebriety, they
~are conveyed home; and if in the morning they
recover without a violent head ach and fever,
they applaud the wine, give credit to the hofpi-
tality of the merchant, and as an inftance of their
gratitude, order a parcel of his old claret, with
which they may get drunk with the fame fuc.
cefs, No man acquires a fortune in the wine

trade, who has not ruined a good conftitution.
French wines, from the fmallnefs of their fpi-
rit, can be drank in large quantities. This de-
votes the whole evening to the charms of the ta-
ble. Itis very feldom that any mercantile bufi-
nefs is tranfacted after dinner. The humidity of
the air, and inceffant rains, makes home delight-
ful. Itisin vain then to attribute to* hofpita-
licy

¥ 1 bope L fhall ffand excufed from condemning a friendly, ge-
nerous, ratienal reception, when I decry the inconfiderate and 1m-
jurious hOI‘Péalif)’ which' prevails in many parts of Ireland. It
1s in Connaught that this excefiive feftivity predominates ; and it
15 well known, that the gentlemen of that country are opplcﬁ'ed
with debts, refufe juftice to their creditors, and fet the law at de-
fiance. If induftry was once eftablifhed, this vicious extravagance
(whichis often confidered as a virtue, extended a little beyond
it’s limits)would foon be exploded, and liberality, tempered with
difcretion, fubftituted in it’s plai:e. Judtice to creditors would net
then be facrificed at the firine of improvident generofity, Many
of the principal merchants in Dublin have become bankrupts, occa-
fioned by this fpirit of diflipation and cxtrn agance. Theirannual
expendit ure
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llty, what is plainly derived from the 'mtural
temper of the people, and the facility with which
1t 18 orauﬁcd '

The intereft of the leguﬂature in countenan-
cing their own vices, muit be the true caufe of
their indulgence to clarer, The immenfe value
of that article, and of French brandy, 1s almoft
entirely difcharged by bills on London. They
export nothing to that countfy but, in time of
peace, fome cargoes of beef.  The miferable
peafants of Ireland fubfift chiefly on potatoes and
falt, in order that the beef; with which that fer-
tile country abounds, may pay for the wine of
France, and regale their tyrannical landlords.
One of the belt meafures that could be devifed
for the benefit of Ireland, would be an additio-
nal duty of ten or fifteen pounds pst toa on cla-
ret. 'This mealure during the war is indifpen-
lable. Every hogfhead that Is now received in
neutral veflels, is a dead balance againft that
country.

The taxes in Ireland are moderate, if induftry
was awakengd, and fhe had a proper feld for
exertion. "L'here is one, however, repugnant to
liberty, and oppreffive in it’s exercife. This is

expenditure was ufually half their principal. The misfortunes
of the laft two or three years have, however, introduced a Ipmj:
of ceconomy and attention, which may fhed a gracious and vivia
fying influence on drooping commerce,

the
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the tax wpon hearths.* A tax which gives a

right of éntry into the inmoft recelles of the,

houfe; and which alarming the unfortunate
cotter, as if a foreign enemy was at his door,
hurries him into the fields with the few move-
ables he can convey from the relentlefs calle&or,
William the I, abolithed this odious tax in
England, upon his acceffion. It would have
been-a judicious meafure, if this benefit had
been extended to Ireland, ; |

The fate framp duties, introduced undar the
adminiftration of lord Harcourt, have been very
unpopular. I remember they were eftimated at
fifty thoufand pounds, but they did not pro-
duce much’ more than half that fum. News
papers were a luxury to a people naturally indo-
lent; and who conlequently locked for news,
with a proportionate avidity.« They are befides,
repofitories of knowledge, for the middling and
lower ranks. “They could not witliout regret,
behold thefe favourite vehicles, trebled in their
price.  And the news paper cditors dragg’d
from their alylums, re-echoed the murmurs of
the mu'titude. I db not wifh this part of the
flamp duties to be increafed, An impartial
news-paper is a fountain of hiberty and know-
dedge, which Tdefire to behold always acceffible
to the lowelt of the people. |

¥ Itameuntsto about fifty-five thoufand pounds annualjy.

M ) &
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Of the Revenue of Freland.

|
ON this fubjeét I fhall be extremely concife, 1
The fallen revenue of Ireland is the com-; |
ment of every news-paper. |
Before the acceflion of his prefcnt' majefty, |
Treland was nationally opulent. " She was like a
prudent man, poflefled of a fmall-income, who
manages it with ceconomy and frugality, Al-
moft exempt from debt, her exchequer, if not
rich, was never exhaufted.  The furplus of her
revenue invited new appropriations for the im-
provement of her manufactures and commerce,
Thus her linen trade {prung dp like fome
fourifhing oak, which aided by the hand of at-
centive art, arrived at an anticipated matunty.
The Dublin fociety, the coal mines of Ireland, 1
J

N —
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che charter fchool, and a number of other pub-
Jic objedts, partcok of the munificence of par-

lamentgmig ¥ o el
Since the laft peace, this unhappy country
has been the melancholy fubject of a boundlefs
rapacity and extravagance, which cannot be be-
held without concern and indignation.  Vice-
roys have been fent over, as to another Roman
Sicily, to repair their ruined fortunes, and 'gml-
tify their partizans with' the choiceft fpoils * of
' o the

* In the long frain of thofe gentlemen, Sir John Bl:ck-

the laté 1ord Harcourt, 1is remarkable.

on liit, his miftreffes and his partifans ; he '
' cnjoyé

quiere, fecretary to
He placed on the penh
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the kingdom. Tax has followed tax every fuc-
ceeding fefficns, whillt the debt of the nation
continually accumulated.

The penfion lift * intended to be the roll of
public merit, has been converted into a wafteful

provifion for the worthlefs and undeferving.

The army has been augmented in a time of pro-
found peace, upon a broken condition of the
whole of it’s force being kept in the kingdom for
i’s fafety and defence. Places have been mul-
tiplied, and created for the purpole of procu-
ring or preferving a venal majority in parliament.

The trade of the kingdom labouring under
heavy ‘and unneceffary reftrictions, has been
checked even in this confined ftate, by the moft
fatal impolicy. The provifion trade annihilated
by an embargo, the linen manufactory curtailed
and depreciated by the. American war, the con-
fequent decline and bankruptcy of the merchants
prefents one view of the ftate of the kingdom,
and it’s revenue. . The high price of tobacco,
which has leffened the confumption of that ar-
ticle nearly two thirds, and the ceflation of the
importation of rum and foreign {pirits; two ar-

enjoys the office of Alnager of Ireland, worth about a thoufand
pounds per year; and obtained a grant of a large portion of the
Pheenix park, which had been before appropriated for the recrea-
tion and health of the citizens of Dublin. Together with thefe
advantages, he is fuppefed to have amaffed a large fum, from
the emoluments of - his fituation. Whilft he was in office, almoft
every appeintment was fet up to a pelitical aution.

- * T'wo years ago, it amounted to upwards of 100,000l. annually,

ticles
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ticles ‘the ‘moft confiderable in the cuftoms,

lead usto another obvious four_ee of a redu'ced
revenue,

The eftablifhment and national expence of
Treland, is nearly a million annually, ~The re-
venue to defray thefe charges, was formerly ap-
‘proaching to and fometimes meeting that ex-
pence, but is at this day only about half this fum.
‘The natioral debt is now nearly two millions.

Suck is the fimple outline of one of the mofk

alarming and fuddenrevolutions, in finance, which

is to be found in modern hiftory. If war had
defolated the country—if am enemy had - block-
ed up its ports—if a rebellion had raged in the
kingdom—TFhefe are cavfes which muft natu-
rally and withourt exciting aftonithment, produce
this ruinous effeét.  But that the wholé Tuper-
ftructure of the policy of a country, fhould be
founded upon fuch miferable and disjointed ma-
terials, as to perith under their own ‘weighr,
exhibits a mournful {pectacle to the prefent
age, and will poflibly prove a ufeful kflon to-
pofterity,

- The voice of patriotifm has often founded in
minifterial ears, without fuccefs, this dreadful

“moment of national calamity. The penfioner -

< —the placeman, the lawyer, the land holder, the
merchant, are all equally involved in this uni+
‘verfal wreck, The misfortunes of the kingdom

have

e
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have given a coniinon caufe, and patriotifin now
fprings from the unhallowed foil of venality it-
felf.

As the revenue has taken it’s origin with com-
merce, and has perifhed with it—it is only by
the revival of the latter, that the former can be
reftored.  The' Parliament of Ireland have
Juflly confidered a free trade as the firft ftep to-
wards aleviating the diftrefles of their country.
[t will however require much zeal, patrioti{im,
and attention to its commercial objeés, to render
it fourifhing and happy,

The following s a fhort {tate of the national expence agd

income,
Dr. ,
From 1751 to 1753,
. £- T .
Civil lit — 143,795 O 8%
Military e— —_— 762,57t 7 ¢
Subndries . - e Ve 110,426 10

&5 Paid of the national debt contradted
.in the preceding years
Balance to credit of the nation 332,747 19 ‘8%

}120,000 o o

1463,450 17 Jo

Cr.
' | £. &l
By balance in the excheguer 253,044 .17 8%

Nt. Revenve : = . 1210,406 Q@ 12

_ 1469,450 17 10
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In the year 1759-

Dr.
L. . -
To civil litt ——— 181,969 15§ ° 1}
Military eftablihment —_ 810,384 14 ot
Sundries, concordatum, penfionlift, &c. 279,551 4 6%

Be—

1,280,809 13 10}

Balance in the exchequer, to ' LN
alance in th = } 84,396 | 7 ¥

credit of the nation

) 9 s. d.

Cr.

By balance in the exchequer, in

1757 249,422 15 4%
Neat revenue T 1,116,873 6 32
8

1,366,296 1 11

Note, In order to put the nation in a ftate of defence, a |

vote of credit pafled for raifing 300,000 at four per ceut. ]
if found necefiary.

‘From 1759, to 1761. 1

Dr.

G TR &

Civil lift e 202,352 19 4 “

Military o 997,072 § 3

Sundries = e— p— 281,888 4 61

- Exceedings ———— 18,632 8§ % :
1,499,635 12 9%
 Cr. "
= L3 < S
By balance in the exchequer 84,396 7 93
‘N: revenue T e 1,191,800 7 o©of
© Nitional debt ' ———erm 223,438 17 18%
1,499,635 12 9%
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From 1761 to 1763

Civil lilt — 221,365 12 4
Military — —_— 1124,743 . 1 B
Sundries ._... : m—— 332’934 7 o%
National debt e 223,438 17 11
1902,481 19 0%
Cr.

L5 -

By Nt. revenue - 13895320 3 2%
National debt in 1763 o e 521,161 16 73

Bt e, e — —

1902,481 19 o2

Thus in every feflions, the different branches, of national
expence have been advanced, with the moft unguarded
'prof'uﬁon, and the national debt conftantly increafed.
Notwithftanding every fefTions fincz 1763, except the laft,

new or additional duties have been impofed.
The national debt in the prefent year:

Lo
In the Jaft feflion the national debt 1061,000 Y this account ta~
Loan and tontine - 460,COO kf:n _from the
. Deficiency of laft z years fuppofed 600,000 Public prints

Prefent national debt 2121,000

The national eftablifhment fhould be brought back to it's ftate
in 1753, when the revenue was equal to it’s prefent produce, and
all future exceedings in favour of the nation, fhould be applied

to the difcharge of the national debt, and the promotion of trade
and manufa&ures,

In 1763, when the national debt began to appear alarming—in-
ftead of diminifhing unneceflary expences, the commons refolved
¢ that na money would be granted for the encouragement or fup-
port of ‘any particular trade or manufafture whatever.”

' The prefent national expence is fuppofed to be 865,090,
aanually, which exceeds the eftablithment in 17359 232,050,

Qs.‘od. and in 1753 near 550,000 annually.

of
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e Of a Nazfz'ofzal Bank.
ol

IVILIZATION. carries with it, as it’s infe- -

' parable charatteriftic, the ufe of money,
Wherever it is introduced, we may fuppofe the
{tate to have arrived at a copfiderable degree of
refinement.  The learned Montefquieu obferves,
that the cultivation of lands, that impertant ftage
" of improvement, has always produced a fign
of value,

The ordinary intercourfe of mankind, for the
fupply of their immediate perfonal wants, is fuf- w
ficiently anfwered by thofe common figns of va-
lye in all pations, gold and filver. But the
tranfmiffion of thefe merals from one kingdom
to another, having beeh found dangerous and
inconvenient, and a property in them at home,
cafual and hazardous, -bills  of exchange have
been invented for the purpofe of a fac:l and
fafe conveyance; and paper to affure a certain
and portable pollcflion,

Paper being the reprefentative of a fign, it pres
fumes 1t’s vah.e to be lodged in fome fafe depa-
fitory, to which accefs can be always attained,
for its exchange. 1hefe receptacles are elther
private-or public.

When an individual has acquired the reputa-
tion of extenfive property, whether it is real or

| ideal,
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ideal, this acknowledgment of value s a fign,

-that it fubfits with him; and ic is” accordingly

received with a current faith and eonfidence,
To"this repofal of truft we owe the origin of
private banks, >

A public bank differs from a private one in
this important inftance, that it’s capital is known
and affured. In this, the utmoft fiith js
placed, for it is the public, which, in a par-
tcular degree, trufts itfelf: as i’ material ne-
gotiations, it’s profits and it’s lofies, are difclofed
amtl avowed, each individual may pofle(s the
knowledge of a partner, ‘and know the ftability
of the bafis on which his property refts,

Private banks, in the érﬁoyment of public
confidence, and the confequent pofleflion of it’s
wealth, have been tempted by views of profit,
to embark in great and extenfive fpeculations ;
they have extended their engagements beyond
the pale of difcretion and fafety ; theit private
expences have been profufe and extravagant,
or, their original property confined and infe-

Luare,

England has experienced 2 feries of misfor-

tunes from the mifcondu& of private banks, in

all thefe feveral inftances. The apptchenﬁops
of individuals, extending their fears to all indif.
criminately, thefe private repofitories have tot-
gered to-their foundation. |

g A
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A public bank, condufled upon liberal and
enlarged principles, ftands upon a firmer ground,
It is immutable as the ftate itfelf. Shook by
no danger, but when the public exiftence is at
ftake, in the hour of private calamity, it affords

-~

a fure refuge. The pafling gale which difturbs
the unpillared edifices of private banks, ferves
“but to ftrengthen this mighty. rock which up-
holds the public profperity: MEH L
In every country where commerce flourifbes,
we find public banks. England, Scotland,
~ Holland, Germany, Venice, Genoa, and many
other cqm_m;cr_cial ‘places have early adopted this
national furety for their pational wealth. They
have experienced i’s animating warmth—the vi-
gour it communicates 1o (':ommf‘:_rci‘al enterprizes
—and the flowing opulence which it introduces.
" When Lewis X1V, defirous of deftroying the
‘Dutch republic, was near the gates of Amfter-
dam, the public faith continued fo great in that
celebrated depofitum, that thofe perfons, who,
on the firft alarm, had crotded to the banﬁ,
now returned the money they had received, as
to the fafeft afylum in that moment of danger.
“T'he commerce of England has been increafed
~ three-fold fince the inftitution of it’s npational
bank : it’s paper is to the private Banker in
this country, what cath is in Ireland: = =
Ireland, which has had the example of Eng-
land before her—which has fuftained the moft
i b o7 bl violeng
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violent fhocks from the failure of her Bankers—

Wwhich has witnefled their pride—their infolence
: — their private views—their weaknefs, has never

undertook the eftablithment of a national bank.

Her indolence and want of fpirit would provoke

our indignation, if we did not commiferate her

diftrefs, |

In Dublin, there is, at this time, four private
banks. The houfe of Latouches, is equal; per-
haps, in opulence to any private bank in Europe.
The family is compofed of men of the ftritteft
integrity and the moft amiable qualities, It is
hot my intention to inveltigate charalters; there
are valuable and worthy men, 1 believe, in all
thofe banking houfes. |

But no valvable qualities iri individuals will
be an atonement for their public inconvenience,

_ or their collettive conduct:© The paper of thefe
banks hold the fame rank in payment as the
notes of the bank of England in this country.
The demand on a Banker in Ireland is for cafh.
He muflt difcharge his outftanding notes with
{pecie, or he is infolvent,

The principal objet of the banking trade in
Ireland is'the bufinefs of difcounting. If we
fuppofe the capital of a houfe to be any given
fum, with which they propofe to difcount, it is
obvious, that if they only employ this capital,
they ¢an have no other advantage than the legal

intereft of their fortune, This might be attain-
- . Cd
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.ed many ways, without the hazard and nume-
.rous expences of this undertaking. But as
Bankers pofiefling the public confidence, they

preferve at home a certain quantity of fpecie,’

which they deem fufficient to anfwer the ordi-
nary demands uwpon them and keep in a ' courfe
of circulation, four or five times their capital.
It muft be evident from thefe premifcs, that no
Banker purfuing this branch of his bufinefs,
is literally equal to his engagements. He may
be poflcfied of landed property, of other Bankers
notes, of government debentures, but none
of thefe articles can be offered in payment, whilfk
he preferves his credit.

In the year 1772, public credit in England
comunicated the fhock it underwent at that pe-
riod to Ireland, and produced a run on the
banks in Dublin, The houfe of Sir George
Colebrooke and Company, in that city, failed,

and another houfe, Finlay and Company, of

whofe fortune and' integrity I have a good opi-
nion, was reduced to the neceflity of paying in
government debentures ; and at length, of hav-
ing their notes indorfed to ftrengthen the fecu-
rity.

Befides thofe which are properly called Bank-
ing houfes, there have been others of an inferior
clafs, who have for a time occupied a certain
portion of public confidence. Of the lalt were

the houfes of Hugh Hen. Mitchell and Richard
Under-g

1
1
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Underwood, Efgrs. Thefe gentlemen who were
eminent land agents, iffued notes, in which they
promiled to be accountable on demand. The
former fucceeded his father in this path, and
although Mr, Mitchell was fome thoufands de-
ficient at his father’s deceafe, he continued for
many years to enjoy a confiderable degree of
truft. Mr. Underwood, from an obfcure origin,
by the efforts of an indefatigable induftry, had
raifed himfelf to a feat in the Houfe of Com-
mons, and poflefled as an agent a lucrative in-
come.

M. Mitchell had long ftruggled under the diffi-
cultles arifing from his original embarrafsments ;
when at length, in the beginning of laft year, he
failed. At this time, Mr, Birch, a man of infinite
enterprize, who, from keeping a grocer’s fhop,

- was become a member of the Hcufe of Com-

mons, in pofitflion of the Kingfland eftate,
of the eftate of George Ogle, Efg; —in fhort,
who had a rent roll of twelve thoufand pounds
a year—had, notwithftanding all this femblance
of greatnefs, been long conneted with Mr.
Mitchell, for the purpofe of a mutual fupport.
Unable to make good his engagements without
this fecret aid, his failure immediately followed
that of Mr. Mitchell’s. This great bankruptcy,
which amounted to near two hundred thoufand
pounds, once more alarmed the public for the
fafety of the banks. They immediately prefled

£ that
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that bank which had appeared weakeft in 17723
and notwithftanding the efforts of that houfe
to obtain cath from England in time, to anfwer
the terrified holders of their notes, it was after
much ftruggling, compelled to ftop paymenr.
At this period Mr. Underwood alfo failed.

An entire ceflation of difco untmg enfued.
Thofe who had lodged money in the Banks, think-
ing it no longer fccure caufed it immediately to
B wkthdrawn, - The hankérd ceafing to be an
objeét of confidence, were unable, or unwnllmg
to extend it to others. An univerfal diftruft pre-.
vailed. Merchants who had embarked their for-
tunes in unfuccefsful purfuits, who were deficient,
or who relying on their reputation for integrity
or fortune, had ventured. into engagements, up-
on anexpectation of difcounting, continued tofail,
and each to fpread an addmonal ruin. -Money
‘was not to be obtained for the common occali-
‘on of circulation. The moft opulent experienced
the embarraffment of d}fcharcing their debts in
fpecie, when cafh alone was in ufe. Commerce re-
verts to it’s firft narrow and circumfcribed cirele
—the bufinefs of the merchant is no more, and
with him perifhes the fpirit and welfare of the
nation,

Let us fuppofe the notes in circulation iffued
‘by the bankers upon the credit of the merchant
and money holders, to have amounted to half a
milhon, and that four parts of this {um in the
| courle
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courfe of a year, has been wichdrawn, the eﬁ’e&
-of this event upon manufactures and commerce,
muft appear pregnant with roin, * ,
~ The hiftory of thefe commercial events, is
{uﬂimcnt wn;hout any argument, to prove the
expediency of a national bank in Ireland : as
fuiplcwn can never here awake, this inftitution
can never be fubject to the vxolenqc of alarm.
The prwate banks would alfo experience the fhel-
ter of it’s wide {preading branches. 'The paper
of the national would be .in the place of what
fpecic is atprefent.  'Whilft the private poffefled
debentures and good mercantile paper, the, pati-
onal bank, zealous for the public fafcty, would
never fuffer them to fail..
 We have feen the pnvate banks riding in the
,tempe{’c we have; beheld their wreck, and the
numErous dlfa&ers which have flowed from their
misfortunes, let us next examine them when thc
{ky is ferene, and the fea calm and unruffled,
The bufinefs of Exchange is one great fource
of a banker’s profit. This the wealthy bankers
cap raife or fall at pleafure, it is no more than to
enlaroc or reftrain their difcounting, to enter in-
to fccrct agrcemcnts to také or not to take bills
upon the exhanoe. Thus the interefts of the mer-
chant and the community, are facrificed to the
convcmcnce and profit of a few individuals,
: Governed

'% The circulation of thc bank of England paper, is r“PP“'cd
te be ﬁxty :mllons.
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Governed by fecret and unknown motives, in-
ftead of allowing the merchant a fafe and certain
navigation, with which for a time he is deluded,
he is fuddenly and without any apparent caufe
driven on fhoals or rocks, where he perithés with-
out a hand ftretched out to his afliftance. The
caprice of a partner, the pretended {ettlement of
their accounts; the dread of an approaching
linen market, the failure of fome ‘merchant,
caufes them without any notice to forbear dif-
counting,” ‘ :

The anxious merchant turns over his bills,
places the beft uppermoft, and like fome unfor-
tunate criminal dragged o execution, approaches
with'a palid cheek and’trembling hand; the coun-
ter of the banker—he watc’hes his eyes—he ‘ex-
amines his countenance, a3 if the dye" of life was
about to' be caft; and now he either revives ih
all “the tranfport of happinefs, or finks into the
gloomy vale of dejection and defpair.

The converfe of the merchants of this unfor-
tunate country, 1§ not an enquiry into new and
untracked channels of profitable commerce ; a
mutval information of the wants and neceflities of
foreign’kingdoms, of the cheap and advantage-
ous commodities of different countries, but whe-
ther the banks are doing any thing, an intimation
of their private diftrefles, an exchange of their
notes, information of private difcounting and bits
ter refleCtions on the calamity of the times.

Such
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Such is the picture I draw of the confequences
of the prefent mode of banking in the Metropo-
lis of Ireland, T fhall be happy if a reprefentatia’
on, not overcharged, fhould produce anhy benefi-
cial effedts,

Of an Abfentee Tax,

I Shall endeavour to eftablith the following
propofition, viz. That a tax upon all lands,
tenements, and heriditaments in Ireland, the
proprietors of whigh do not refide fix months in
the year in that kingdom, is juft and expedient.

The juftice of this tax I fhall actempt-to prove
from two confiderations: Firft, that every man

_enjoying property in'a country is bound to de-
fend it; and next, that every perfon ought to
contribute a part of his property towards the
expence of that government, by which the re-
‘mainder is proteéted,

The coriginal title to lands was the right of oc-
cupancy. Abfence implying an idea of an aban-
donment of that occupancy, which in this cafe is
the whole title, would warrant either a forfeiture
of the poffeflion, or at leaft a quantum of it for
preferving the reft. The introduétion of the
feodal fyftem, eftablifhed as. a. fundamental
maxim, that the king was fupreme lord of all
the lands in his dominions, and that every man’s
pofieflions were derived as a gift from" him on

% condition

L]
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condition of rendering feodal fervice. Fhe ho-
nourable and eflential part of the fervice requic-
ed under this tenure, was that the tenants fhould
be prepared, not only to defend their own pro-
perty, but that of the whole kingdom. The po-
licy and wifdom of this conftitution appeared in
the immutable footing, the Feudifts gained
wherever they once fettled. |

Independent of the feodal principles, which

are the bafis of our policy, the right of calling
on each individual to give his aid in preferving
that ftate from which he derives his property, is
evident from natural reafon. It cannot for a mo-
ment be fuppofed that any perfon is obliged to
hazard his life'in the defence of that which the
owner does not think proper to defend, and
which poffibly he ignominioufly deferts in the
hour of danger.  The prefence of the proprie-
tor is frequently neceffary from two caufes, to
relit internal turbulence, or oppofe external

hoftility, If he neglects his duty under either’

of thefe circumftances, I fhall not affirm that his
property ought to be entirely forfeited, but the

inference is undeniable, that a certain portion of

his property in that country ought to be de-
manded, in order to provide for the general pre=
fervation.

The Greek legiflators carried this principle
much farther ; they fuppofed every man to owe
an indifpenfible duty to his country, which in

pas

ey
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times of public emergency would have rendered
him infamous, if he had not exerted himfelf in
1t’s defence.  As in civil commotions the fafety
of the ftate was endangered, Solon the Athe-
nian legiflator enaéted, that whoever was neu-
ter on thefe occafions fhould have his property
confilcated. It was deemed an impiety of the
firft magpnitude to be an ina&ive {pedator of any
evil which threatened to overwhelm the frate,
1t is from this principle that American confifca-
tion, I prefume, has been adopted. -

On the whole, Ireland has internal foes and
external enemies ; thofe whofe fitwation will not
allow them to appear init’s defence, or who
fhrink from the profpeét of danger, oughs with
rhearfulnefs and gratitude.to contribute to the
national ftrength,

The other confideration on which the juftice
of this tax refls, is equally conclufive. Society
was inftituted for the proteétion of the lives and
properties of it’s members. Itis effential to it
that there fhould be a power lodged fomewere
to enalt laws,and to carry thefe Jaws into exe-
cution, This pewer we call government, and
1’s eftablifhment requires a certain contribution
from each'individual for it’s fupport, which is
named the revenue ; and therefore, if any indi-
vidual*refules to centribute his aid toward that
eftablithment by which his life or property is
preleryed; he puts himfelf out of the prote@ion
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of government, and his poflcflions ought to
be feized. The learned Montefquieu defines pub-
lic revenue to be a portion that each fubject
gives of his property, in order to fecure and en-
joy the remainder.

Abfentees do not contribute to that eftablifh-
ment by which a large military force is fupport-
ed to preferve the kingdom from foreign ene-
mies; they give nothing towards the’fupport
of €hofc laws by which their property is fecured
from private invafion, Inftead of appearing
perfonally as the champions of their country,
they fap the foundation of it’s ftrength. Tt is ta
them that Ireland muft attribute her prefent fec-
blenefs and imbecillity 3 they have relaxed ail
the fprings of commerce and induftry, by drain-
ing the kingdom of it's fpecie. 'They have teft
no other refourcé to the unforiunate and injured
inhabitants but their arms and native intrepidi-
ty, againft the hoftile defigns of the houle of
Bourbon, _ |

Having confidered the jufiice of this tax un-
der thefe two heads, 1 fhall attempt to take a
view of it from ancther {tation,

What are the general motives which induce
the abfentees from Ireland to refide in another
Lingdom ? They are evidently thele three.  Tao
graufy their luxury, or their ambition—or be-
caufe they have large poficflions in England.
No perion for a moment will argue it to be juflt

, ‘ that
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that the inhabitants of Ireland fhould be wretch-
ed, even literally ftarved, for the purpofe of
adminiftering to the voluptuous appetites of any
opulent individual in England. All the real
bleflings of life may be enjoyed in their utmoft
extent in [reland. Inftead of being overlooked
or contemn’d in the immenfe vortex of wealth
with which he is furrounded in this kingdom, a
grateful tenantry in Ireland would behold him
with a refpect approaching to adoration.  This
would be 2n ambition worthy of a generous, an
upright, and a fenfible man., If however he
fhould prefer the vain and defultory hopes of
arriving at power by an abject attendance on
court favorites or political revolution ; his ex-
pectations muft compenfate for a tax, to which
this motive for his abfence cannot poffibly be
any claim for exemption, The third and laft
motive which I have afligned, may be anlwered
with facility: in 2l well regulated governments,
the taxes thould be impofed in propartion to the
degrees of property. The very argumenc that
in this cafe might be offered againft this tax is
the (trongeft™ that can be urged in its favor s
It is atax ‘which being founded on the great
¢laim of focicty, that each individual {houid
contribute

* Ag Athens thele perfons who pafleffed no more than the ne-

ceflaries of life were not taxed, it was only on {uch as esjoyed the
Supertluities of life that taxes ‘were impofed. Lo
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contribute to its fupport, falls happily on thofg
who, by their own acknowledgment, are the pro-
per objetts of all taxation —the 7ich and opulent.

The juftice of this tax being now I hope firm-
ly eftablifhed, I fhall have little occafion to
dwell on it’s expediency, 1In genera) whatever
is juft, is alfo expedient. '

A rtax thould be impofed on abfentees, be-
caunfe the revenue of the kingdom has fank be-
neath even it’s neceflary eftablithment; and this
is the only tax which ought ¢o pafs at this period
of national diftrefs, as it aflifts the revenue with-
out being any burthen to a people who are una-
ble to fupport the taxation they at prefent en-
dure. It ought to pafs, becaufe it will arreft a
port‘cn of that current inceflantly flowing out of
the kingdom for the fupport of abfentees, which

has dc:b;ht;ucd the kingdom, and been one
principal fource of her prefent misfortunes. It
fhould be enacted, in order to check the increal-
ing fpiric of abfence from that country, and tq
prevent the whole rent roll of the kingdom from
being in the hands of abfentees and Eaﬁ-Indlan
nabobs.

~ This impartial tax, on which the profﬂenty of
Ireland fo much depends, was’ propofcd in the
Irith Floufe of Commons in the year 1773, with
the confent of adminiftration in England. The
celebrated Mr. Flood, who had been a patriot for
twelve years, came over to'government that {ef=

fions. Hz fupported this mealure with all that
. foreg
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force and energy of argument for which he had
been fo ditinguithed,  His principal antagonift
was the eloquent Mr. Burgh, then named Mr.
Hufley the prefent Prime Serjeant of Ireland,
It required the vtmoft ftretch of his captivating
oratory to colour this fatal oppofition. Fhe tax
was loft by a fmall majority.  The public had
been deluded with an opinion that this juft and
neceflary tax was only a prelude to a general
one on lands. Prepofieffed by this notion, they
rejoiced at the rejection of a tax which had been
the favorite wifh of the people fince the days of
Dr. Swift. ‘

The true caufe of it’s failure proceeded, how-
ever, from two circumftances,, Government con-
tent with not oppofing a wife and falutary mea-
fure, left i’s fuccelsto it’s intrinfic worth, with-
out any particular recommendation to it’s depen-
dants, and all the immenfe * weight of the actual
abfentees, or thofe who apprehended, they might
be in that predicament, were thrown into the fcale
to balance its juftice, its neceflity, its expediency,

If this tax thould be now propofed in Ireland,
this interefted, but therefore formidable oppofi-
tion, will vanith. The hardieft veteran in diffi-
pation, the moft luxurious, or the moft fordid
abfentee, would not dare to give it cither public

or private refitance. The diftreffes of Ireland

arms

* The following Lords were the moft diftinguithed in oppof-

ing: this tax in 1773, Devonthire, Rockingham, Befsborough,
Milton, ang pUper Offory,
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4rms it with an energy, which fophifry will nevet
eacounter, and which avarice (although 1t}
ay inwardly Gigh at it’s triumph) will net Bave
tourage to' attack.

1 fhall Kazard an opinion here; whiicli as jult fuggeited itfel £,
The flate ought to be envicked by the opulence of it’s fubjeéts, and
fiot begin withi impoverithing the people, to fill the exchequer:
This tax ouglit then to be rather appropriated to the advancement
of manufalurecs.~=Suppofe that the tax arifing on the abiferitees
fiom cach county, was applied in premiums for the encourage-
ment of it's trade. 1 his would alfo be an-act of juftice, becaufe
fome counties may have infinitely more wealth'drawn from them
by abientees than others. One hundred thoufand pounds expended
in this manner, would inone year, improve the revenue, perhaps
double its amount. ;

"The rent roll of Ireland is computed to amount to about foar
iilliohs. OF this one million and a half, is fuppofed in the
hands of abfentees. A tax of 2s. intlie pound, would therefore
produce 150,0001. a year.

Appeals to England from the Irith courts of Law; have
been fraught with injury.  Ignorant of the cuftoms of that king-
dom, decifions are_ made i the Englii Houfe of Lords, which
frequently militate againt juitice, equity, and the general intereft
of Ireland. ©Of this, 2 remarkable inftance occunred in the lafk
fifions. This was acafe, where, upon a leafe for lives renevre
able for ever, with covenants to pay a certain fine at the dropping
of each life, the Lefiee had been relieved in Chancery in Iie-
land, from the legal claim of the Leffor, for a breach of the
covenant. ‘The Lefior had made no demand upon the tenant
for thefe fines, upon the demife of the lives. A great\part of the
Jands of Ireland are held under tenures of this guality, and they
have been always confidered as perpetuities. The Lord Chan-
cellor of Ireland decreed a compenfation to the Leffor, founded
upon the value of a life, which he computed at feven -years.
“This was the decree which Lord Thurlow, aided by two or three
Peers, reverfed. This determination has {haken the whole pro-
. perty of that kingdom. It has deftroyed an immenfe number
of tmall eftates of 100l. or 2eel. a year, which have been ab-
forbed by fome great Abfenteesi '

A SKETCH
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The Right Honourable My, Prime Serjeant
Burgh.

ATURE, in forming this gentleman,
~ feems to have collected all her ftrength,
to give to the world the moft accomplifhed ora-
tor of the age. Poflefled of a graceful perfon—
a countenance marked ‘and expreflive—a voice,
vifing from the moft harmonious melody, to the
manly dignity of animated vehemence—language,
flowing gentle as the filver ftream, or rollmg
with the thunder of the torrent, enriched with
the buoyant pearl of the moft beautiful figures,
have enabled Mr, Burgh to command the refpect,
the adm.ration,. and the moft profound attention
of the Houfe of Commons of Ireland. .
The {peeches of this gentleman, on the moft
important occafions, have feldom exceeded an
hourwin delivery. They_ are methodical and
happily arranged, In general, when he oppofed
. ) adminiftra.



( 106 )

adminiftration, he argued with much ability and
logical acutenefs, relieving his audience with
flafhes of refined wit; or dazzling the imagina:
tion with the brilliancy of fome happy meta-
phor. -

He was advanced to the dignity of Prime Ser-
jeant on the firft arrangement of the Bucking-
ham adminiftration. At the fame time he was
fworn one of his Majefty’s Privy Council of Ire-
land. Mr. Burgh is the principal minifter and
the real direStor of -the Irifh Houle of Com-
moné, Sir Richard Heron, the Viceroy’s Secre-
tary, is a filent auditor in the houfe.

The elegant: talents of Mr. Burgh appeared
very early, and produced lome poetical flowers,

s when he was aftudent at Trinicy college in Dublin.

After the ufual courfe of ftudy purfued at that fe-
minary of learning, he continued for feveral years
¢o live a$ a retired country gentleman, upon an
eltate of about fix hundred pounds per year.
A tafte for conviviality and diffipation, which
had fomewhat embarraffed his fortune, returned

to the world this diftinguilhed charadter.
" At the age of thirty or upwards, he applied
hitfelf to the ftudy of the law. The firft op-
portunity Mr. Burgh poffeffed of difplaying his
¢alents at the Irifh bar, was occafioned by thofe
wunfortunate perfons, called: Hearts -of Steel,
who, in the year 1769 or 1770, were brought
to Dublin, by virtue of an exprefs At of .Parlia'-.
f ' ' ment,

»
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ment, to take their trial, for crimes' committed
in the northern parts of the kingdom, * The re-
putation he acquired by his able and patlctic
defence of thole unhappy people, laid the Lafis
of his fubfequent fuccefs as a lawyer.

About this time alfo he was brought into
Parliament by the late Duke of Leiniter, to
oppofe the adminiftration of Lord Towniend.
This was the grand fcene where My, Burgh's
abilities fhone each day with-increafed luftre,
During the adminiftration of Lord Harcourt,
his eminent qualities placed him defervedly at
the head of the Minority. His eloquence, an
opinion of his integrity, and a peculiar compla-
cency of difpolition, contributed to give him
the pre-eminence of his party, and rendered him
- the idol of the people. 5

When Mr. Burgh ceafed to be a patriot, *
he did not relinquifh the good opinion of the
public. Upon defections of this kind the
people had been accuftomed to convert the
fervor of efteem and admiration into the utmolt
tranfports of anger and refentment. They at
length had learned that oppofition is, in ge-
neral rather political than fincere. The molt
difpaffionate and fenfible even prefaged happy
‘confequences, from a man of integrity and ta-
lents having been taken into the diretion of go-
vernment,

|\ o In

* He came over to the prefent Adminiftration in Ir¢land,
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In this hope they have not yet been difaps
‘pointed. No new taxes were impofed the laft
feflions of Parliament, and in the opening of
‘the prefent, Mr. Burgh ftands the friend of
government 3 at the fame time, to his immor-
tal. honor, a lover of his country and an honeft
man,

“The Right Honourable John Scott,” Attorney
' General of Ireland.

T the commencement of the Townfhend

.‘ Adminiftration in Ireland, Mr., Scott
‘was a young lawyer, without fortune or family-
‘connetion. ‘That fuccefs, which great legal
‘knowledge and an exalted genius, have often
fought after with unavailing afliduity, Mr. Scott
attained, by the poffeffion of one fingular, tho’ an
‘unamiable quality. This was an intrepid af-
furance and ‘a marchlefs effrontery, which it
‘was impoffible to abath, It had been the wifh
of government to introduce fome chara&er on
‘the political theatre at that time, who might ridi-
cule when he could not convince ; who might en-
liven fome dull argument, by a certain prompti-
tude for occafional repartee ; and who, {tanding
himfelf invulnerable, either from infignificance
orthe hardihood of impudence, might affail, dif-
* hearten,
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hearten, and confound the patriotic warriors of
that - memorable period.

The government of that kingdom, to whorh
Mr. Scott was recommended, as a gentleman
fully qualified to perform this political charac-
ter, 1n a little time difcovered, they had abun-
dant reafon to applaud their choice. = Modefly
is generally the companion of merit; but on
this occafion, great and unexpected talents were
united with a dauntlefs intrepidity of counte-
nance, and an affumed ferocity of manners. Mz,
Scott laughed, bullied, and argued with great
advantage to miniftry. He fupported the friends
and terrified the opponents of government. Dr.
Lucas, the late famous patriot in Ireland, ftood
then a confpicuous figure, a Goliah of patriotifm,
againft whom he levelled an inceffant difcharge
of the arrows of ridicule and farcafm. The
eld man’s tremulous broken voice, which fre-
quently refembled the fhrill croaking of a cock *
~his decrepid emaciated perfon, refting upon
<rutches—his fieft occupation as an apothecary,
afforded Mr, Scott an infinite field for exercif.
ing thofe fatirical talents, with which he was
fo eminently endowed,

Thefe exertions in favour of government, were
not intended by Mr. Scott as a frec-will offering

from

* The cref of Dr. Lucas ‘happened to be that of a cock
crowing,
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" from which he was not to expeét any rewatd.
Senfible of his importance as a pillar of miniftry;
his application for preferment was unceafing,
and his temper would not fuffer him to be dil-
concerted by the awkwardnefs of repulfe. Ina
few years, he has rifen through all the various
ftages of the law, to the eminent dignity he
'now enjoys, of being his Majefty’s Attorney-
‘General of lreland.

The novelty of this minifterial career, expofed
him atfirft to the moft indignantlafhof patriotifm.
'That charaeriftic quality which firft called
him into the political world, they abufed, by
applying to him the vulgar and reproachful ap-
pellation of Copper Fage. ' Public refentment is
frequently equally capricious, tranfient, and
temporary, as iU’s admiration. '
_The ungraceful gloom which hung over the
valuable parts of Mr. Scott’s character, from
the original peculiarity of his fituation, has gra-
dually diffipated, and difplayed to the world,
a mafculine underftanding, great legal know-
ledge and an unbounded generofity. ™

For

-

# Mr. Scott has not been afhamed ‘o be grateful. Whoever
had resdered him any fervice in the early part of his life, re-
ceived a tenfold reward. One gentleman, who had affifted him
when ‘a ftudent at the Temple, meeting with fome misfortunes,
M. Scott appointed him receiver to an eftate of goel. per year,
with an injunéion to apply therents to his own ufe for Lifes -
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For many years he has quitted the path of

ludicrous and degrading ridicule; to walk in a
track more folemn, refpectable, and better
adapted to the high rank he has arrived at in
his profeflion. -

Perhaps no man has ever been a greater fa-
vourite of Fortune, At a period when - many
eminent perfons have fcarcely emerged from
obfcurity, we find him foaring from almoft the
pinnacle of legal preferment. *

Mr. Scott is a robuft athletic figure, of a
brown complexion—his countenance broad and
expanded—his features {trong, and correfpond
with that forcible, fonorous and vehement de-
Jivery, which he is accuftomed to exert at the
bar and in the fenate,

The Right Honourable Henry Flood, Vice
. Treafurer of Ircland.

OR twelve years, Mr. Flood blazed a ftar

of the firft magnitude in the political he-
mifpheres all his competitors in the path of
liberty ftood eclipfed by his fuperior glory,
The frowning terror of his brow, and the deep
’ hcllow

. * The late Attorney General’s income was eftimated at

o,000l. per year. Mr. Scott’s profeflional abilitics enable
Alm to make nearly @ muth and he is fuppofed to be under
- ﬂnt) years of age. ' '
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hollow of his voice, ftruck government with
difmay. His arguments, ftrong, logical, and
conclufive, were delivered with a f()l’tltlldc and
manly vehemence, whichi, like the violence of
fome raging tempeft overwhelmed cvcry ad-
verfary. |

His long probation,- to which he oftcn ap-
pealed for his fincerity and the rectitude of his
heart—his fortune, which although not extenfive,
yet was independant—gave a firmnefs and an
eftablithment to his charaéer, which it did not
feem in the power of Fortune to difturb. '

On the eve of the meeting ‘of Parliament, 1n
the beginning of the Harcourt Adminiftration,
the patriotifm of Mr. Flood ‘began to wear an
afpect of fufpicion. This great tergiverfation
was at firft difplayed to the public with an air

of doubt and hefitation, . calculated by iv's fuf- iy

pence, to abate the violence of the firft paroxyfm
of npational refentment. Attempts were even
made in the daily prints to defend this defertion
of the public catfe. The intended Admini-
" {iration of Lord Harcourt was coloured with all
the brillianey of fancy, and held out as a golden
age, when every blefling of a good government
would be fhed. over them, to rendcr the king-
dom completely happy.

Mzi. Flood, whofe minifterial appointments
were at length publicly announced, continued

daring the Snﬁ”xom a filent fupporter of govern-

ment

T

- poeraaany e
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ment. . This tefpet to the people, and to his
former fentiments, raifed him a little in the
public opinion, from that abyfs of contempt
into which he had fo unhappily fallen,

The only public fubje&s in which Mr. Flood
took any part, were the Ablentee tax and the
Corn A&. The former he fupported with incon-
trovertible force, although from fecret intrigues
it uniortynately mifcarried, The Corn A& has
been the faviour of Ireland from abfolute famine:
it owed it’s exiftence to his efforts when in op-
pofition, and he now appeared it’s patron on
his arrival at power.

Whatever may be the meafure of his difpofi-
tion in behalf of the public, his intereft in his
native country expired with his popularity.
The freeholders of .the county of Kilkenny,

. whom he had for many years reprefented, re-
fufed at the laft general election, to return him
for their reprefentative.

In the prefent feflions he feems to have dif-
robed himfeif of his minifterial garb, to refume
once more that manly ‘mtreplld chara&er, in
which he hath appeared with fo much honour to
himfclf and. advantage to his country,

The coolnefs with which Mr. Flood has been
received by the Britith Adminiftration, on his
late._conference with them on the fituation of

. Iicland, would appear ominous to the prefent
- glow of Irifh expecation, and would prognof-
Q % ticate
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ticate, that a Vice Treafurethip of that couritry
wilt foon be vacant. »

The Right Honourable John Hely Hutchin~
{fon, Provefl of Trinity College in Dublin.

HERE is an inordinate ambition in fome

men, which, as it climbs the thorny

afcent of power, inftead of "being repulfed by

the peril, anxiety, and folicitude of it’s courfe,,

feems even amidft it’s pangs, to find a new fti-
mulus to further exertion.

Mr. Hutchinfon was bred to that favourite
path of Trith ftudy,. the law. In a fhort time,,
after his being called to the bar, he was intro-
duced into Parliament ; where he foon diftin-
guithed himfelf as an opponent to Adminiftra-
tion, and as<a graceful orator. The flave of an
illulive ambition, he ‘has reached various flages
of promotion, with a facility which ‘ought to
have foothed into happinefs a mind, the defires
of which were net infatiable, But thofe ght-
tering profpects of human felicity, which are
not founded upon virtue, in the moment of
fruition, either prove taftelels or infipid;. or,

feave behind them the fting of an exquifite: ca~

lamity. -

The patriotifm of this gcntlcmén originally

overleaped-alk bounds of mederation. Fhe fe-

nate
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nafe reflounded with the love of his country— .
appeals to his integrity, his difintereftednefs.
To day the clamour.of oppofition rung in the
cars of miniftry—they were rapacious—profufe
—the ruin of the nation was predited, with
all the fervor of a heated imagination— with all
the fuccefs of a fmooth and flewing eloquence.—

In the next, fuch was the difgraceful immodeity

of his converfion; he became the friend and
firmeft advocate of that miniftry he had fo loudly
condemned. _

- After this defeion from the public- caufe,
Mr, Hutchinfon’s paffion for preferment could
not be reftrained within the pale of decorum—
No place, however foreign to the line of his
profeflion, whether vacant or expeQant, could
efcape the wigilance of “his attention. He has
aimed at and actually appeared in the moft con-

- tradiCtory chara&ers. In the law we find him

promoted to the rank of Prime Serjeant of Ire-
land—he was next Alnager of that kingdom, and
a Major on the Irith eftablithment, About this
time alfo it has been faid, he applied for the
Aschbilhoprick: of Tuam. He alio procured
the reverfionthip of fecretary of ftate, expeltant
on the death of the late Mr. Tifdall; a place
which he now enjoys, together with the provoft-
fhip of Trinity College in Dublin,

There is an intemperance, a warmth in the
difpofition of this gentleman, which frequently
LN - has
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has betrayed him inpd the moft rafh and'us-

guarded conduct, |
- An enmity had long fecretly fubfifted between
him and the late Attorney General ‘of Ireland,
the grave, phlegmati;, but iﬁtellligém;- Mt
Tifdall, one of the reprefentatives of the Col-
lege of Dublin. On Mr. Hutchinfon’s ad-
vancement to the Provoftfhip of the College, an
entire difunion in their parliamentary views and
intereft in that feminary,” fanned their latent
refentments into a blaze; - which, from  the
irrafcible remper of the‘Pro_‘vof’t, hurried him zq
¢he brink of apparent inevitable ruin. Enraged
at fome cold_ but farcaftic bbf‘e:vaﬁgn'from the -
Attorney General,’ the Provoft, forgetting he
was in a court of jultice, vnmindful of his own
character, or_that of his' adverfary; raifed his’
~ hand, and. challenged the infirm old" man to
fight a duel. This attack, as it was ‘called, upon’
the life of a privy counfellor, his Antagonift pre-
pared to punifh with that flow but fteady refolu-
tion which marked his charatter.” An information
was moved for againft the I,_’rovd&——-liis condu&
was reprefented to the Privy Counfel, and ap-
plication, it is faid, was made to the Miniftry in
England. It was expected he wouild have been
punifhed by the Court of King’s Bench with a
heavy fine—that he would have been firuck off:
‘he Lt of Privy Counfellors—that he would
have loft his reverfionfhip of Secretary of State—
| ' Doy ' and
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and that, by the ftatutes of- the College, - he s
would have been difqua-li-ﬁed-,-for:»thc..oﬁicc,qf..
Provoft. oI 0%

At this dreary moment,- when-the impending
thunder feemed ready to burft-upon hishead,:
thefe lowering terrors fuddenly. vanifhed,: and..
profperity again beamed - upop- his: f_cmmx}(l:s_.,
The unexpeéted death of Mr. Ti{dall in Gers
many, difpelled all thefe gloomy. épprchcnﬁons.
'This event was rendered. ftill: more. important by .
his fuccefion to the Secretaryhipiof State, worth .
1500l. a year. u '
~ The dignity of the provoftihip, fo, flattering.
to Mr. Hutchinfon’s ambition, feemed, from..
ghe 'hou_r of his elevationy to have optm:d the,
(outce of endlefs' misfortune; - The . cares. inci=,
dent’ to government were unfhelered : by the
wing of prerogative. | L _ ‘

The College could not, without fome indig-
nation, behold “the ungracious obtrufion of a
Provoft, who might be learned as a lawyer,
without being _qualiﬁed to prefide at the head
of this venerable feminary. ~ The difpenfing
power of the Crown had alfo been excrted to
gvcra'omé the incapacity arfing from the fta-
tutcsl‘ of the College, which required all s
members to be in a ftate of celibacy.

... Under thofe unfavourable circumflances, men,

poffefied of more precaution and moderation,
would have exercifed 2 gentle hand of govern-
! » ment,
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ment, until they were firmly eftablithed, and
thofe unfriendly difpofitions had fubfided.

In oppofition to this fimple and obvious po-.
licy, a new fyftem of College difcipline was im-
mediately introduced. A majority was fecured
at the board of Fellows of the College. Every
thing ‘wore the afpect of change, of novelty, jof
party. ' '

Defirous of having the nomination of the Col-
lege reprefentatives, every effort, every expedient
for the atrainment of this great objeét wasexerted,
Thefe are fome of the confequences refulting
from the {pririt which now pervaded this femi-
nary.. A {entence of deprivation is paffied on a
Batchelor of Arts—attacks are made on the
Provoft’s condut in the moft licentious lan-
guage, in every newfpaper—he quarrels with
one of the junior fellows *—his eldeft fon, an
amiable young gentleman, thinks it incumbent
on him to challenge a counfellor Doyle. This

;j\ifpute

A

-# M, Duigenan, a Do&tor of Law. This gentleman, whofe
paflions are nearly as high as the Provoft's, accepted 1he furft
overture of a compenfation for his fellowthip, for the purpofe of
w:thdmwmg himfelf from Mr, Hutchinfon's power, and having
an opportunity of gratifying lris refentments. The mode he
adopted for this end was fomewhat ﬁngulax He wrote a book,
in o&tavo, containing sco pages, with a great fhare of learning
and i ihgenuity ; the whole iub]e& of which was, to difplay the
mifconduék of the Provoft, in the government of the College, and
the il} wlage he himfelf had received,
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difpute ends in duels, fought by Mr. Doyle
with both the provoft and his fon.

Such has been the long train of evil which
followzd thefe ill-concerted meafures. By ftretch-
ing his power beyond all reafonable limits, he
even failed in the expedted reprefentation of the
College. A fpirit of refentment was roufed
amongfl the eleftors, which enabled them, by
a petition to Parlament, to defeat even the
election of his fon.

Pofleffed of an exquifite fenfibility of temper,
and harraffied by the moft violent and inceffanc
attacks in the public prints, his health and hap-
pinels {feemed to fink under the weight of this
unrelenting devaftation,

For fome time he has relinquithed the bar;
and the turbulence of animolfity and party be-
oins at laft to decline, The eye of the public
is now watchful on every political character,
The Provoft, who in his family has many ex-
cellent qualities, may poffibly become once
more dear to the public, by acting as a patriot
and a friend to his country,

Dennis Daly, Ef3.

HE chara&ter of this young gentleman
would have reflected honour on ROmc
“in her days of pureft hero:fm.

& In
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" ““fn'the bloom of life, * poﬁ'tﬁ‘c& of a fortung;
fufficiently ample to adminifter to“every luxury
" of thetimes, Ke feems to foar above the diffipation
and depravity of the age. In his political courle
" he adts ‘with a incerity, unimpeached by the re-
“moteft Tufpicion : He ftands the pillar of oppo-
fition, and ‘is delervedly ranked, from fortune,
p ability, and integrity, at ‘the head of the friends
" of Treland, in the Houfe of Comimons.
- There is an air of elegance and majeftic beau-
ty thrown over the Herculean fymmetry of Mr.
Daly’s perion. His voice is deep; perfualive,
" and manly. ' He pofleffes a pecular quality of
placing his moft ‘interefting arguments in' a.va-
riety of the moft ftriking and unexpected lights.
M. Dalydoes not argue with the logical ex-
“altnefs of a tawyer;” but he warms the’ mind—
roules the imagination—and flafhes conviftion
on his auditors.
It has been afirmed, that government has not
“dverlookéd this formidable opponent : but it is
not in the net of ambition or venality this young
man will ever be enthralleds When ' virtue,

aided by wifdom, prefides at the helm of go-
~ | ‘ yernment,

# He'is about thitty or thirty-two: yeats, of ‘age ; and his for-

_ tuiie, which is expeéted to increafe very. confiderablys is about

Bjocel. per year. M. Daly, like the Duke of -Richmond,
* dreffes very plain, and never appearsin @ carriages
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vernment, Mr. Dal'y, I wxllrngly believe, will
require no allurement to diicharge his duty.

Mr. Grattan,

.[TH[S gentleman came into Parliament laft
" feffion, under the aufpices of Lord Char-
lemont. A few years ago he praltifed as a
barrifter ; but from fome unaccountable fatality,
which frequently “attends orcmus, he was almoft
entirely overlooked.

In the political line, if. it has produced him
no emolument hitherto, he has eftablithed the
reputation of a fenfible, lively, fpeaker, and an
altive opponent to government.  The patriotifimn
of a lawyer ¥ is become rather problematical in
Ireland. The obfervation is general, and is
not meant to convey any fingular imputation
on the zeal which animates Mr. Grattan.

- If Nature has been liberal in her mental en-
dowments to this gentleman, fhe has been un«
commonly parfimonious in the qualities of his
perfon. Perhaps, for fo young a man, a more
ungraceful parliamentary orator has fcarcely ever
been exhibited, Mr. Grattan is of a low fize,
crooked and diftorted in his fhape—his vifage

R long

“* There are upwards of eighty lawyers in the Irifh Houfe of
Commons, . i
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long and unmeaning—his head ‘placed on the
back ‘of his neck, whiltt his projecting chin
forms a large obtufe angle with his breaft, - His
voice is fbrill and inharmonious, With all thefe
natural defets, Mr. Grattan, by the force of
a good and prompt underftanding, united with
a pleafing fubtilty of wit and occalional repar-
tee, makes one of the moft confiderable ﬁcures
amongft thofe who lately oppoled the mcafures
of govcmment in Ireland,

G éor,ge Ogle, Ef.

A Judicious and rational ceconomy gives vi

gor to a fpmt of wirtuous mdependance '
and is frequently -ic’s bafis, Diffipation may.
make her claims to the poffeffion of this quality,
but will feldom, ‘with men of difcernment, find,
credit for her affertions.  She is as infatiable,
almoft, as ambition, and is equally neglectful
about the means by which her defires are to be
gratified.

In the political world, when extravagance
and indifcretion difcharge the thunder of decla-
mation at minifters, we are apt tq confider fuch
men as aftors, who perform their affumed cha-
ratters with cxtraorlinary force and lively co-
louring., We are often obliged to have recourfe
to ‘the habits and conduét of private life, w

conduét
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conduct us through the mazes of political exer-
tion. The generous difdain of every fordid and
mercenary confideration, is urged with equal
force by the dupe of -a ufurious -contract, the
undone and ruined rake, as by the accumulat.
ing mifer. The profufion of government may
be held up with infiaite ability by fome unfor-
tunate fpendthrift; but our indignation at na-
tional indifcretion is frequently arrefted and ful-
pended, by our admiration of the unfeeling te-
merity of the orator.

Thefe obfervations do not meet the charatter
of Mr, Ogle in every point of contact. This
gentleman, pofiefled of a large eftate, plunged
into the excefles of the gay world, with fuch
unhappy fuccefs, that he found it expedient to
difpofe of all his eftate, referving a conﬁderable
life annuity.
~ His conduct in Parliament has been uniformly
an honourable, fpirited, and eloquent oppoli-
‘tion to government. Few gentlemen deliver
more zealous, lively, and entertaining {peeches
in the Irith Parliament. He 1s fometimes, n-
deed, hurtied through the flock of ideas in-
ftantly in poﬁ‘eﬁion, and a momentary paufc is
required, to recruit the vigour of ' his imagina-
‘tion. It is much to be rcgretted that Mr.

Ogle’s nmpoven[hed fortune has made him lefs

mfpc&ablc in oppofition, and gives a certain
. diftruft
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diftruft to the otherwife folid rock of his pa-

triotifim,

S Edward Newnham.

-I‘N the beginning of Lord Townfhend’s ad-
: miniftration in Ireland, Sir Edward poffef~
“fed the place of colletor of excife for the county
of Dublin; the duties of this office he dif-
“charged with an activity, zeal and-ability, that
received many flattering encomiums.

 The general difguft which that nobleman’s
meafyres excited in Treland, gave birth to a vio-
lent and incenfed oppoﬁtlon unfortunately Sir
Edward fignalized himfelf upon this occafien..
He did not appear infenfible to the inevitable
“danger, to which«his conduét would expole his-
employment ; he feemed even to provoke the
refentment of government, by daring them to
“deprive him of his office, for performing his
parliamentary duty with i mteonty Unfortunate-
1y for Sir Edward, thefe intimations were not ex-
“tended to a miniﬂry, whofe fouls were fufficient-
"1y capacious to overlook the ebulitions of party
“or p&trlotrfm inthe neceflities and wantsof the
man,

“They ungeneroufly difpoflfefied him of an

“office, which he had purchafed with aloioft the.

whole




( 125 )

whole of his fortune. Sir Edward by this illj-
beral and unworthy revenge, was thrown, with
alarge family, on the bounty of a lady, to whom
he is heir, for fupport, * |

This facrifice to Sir Edward’s principles, al-
tho’ it met with the contempt of cold hearted

-prudence, procured him a large fhare of popu.
farity. He has, ar” this time, the honor of
being one of the reprefentatives of the county of
Dublin, in parliament, His oppofition to thofe
acts, which he has deemed 1Ljurious to the trye
interefts of his country, has been uniform and

‘vehement, ' y ~

Sir Edward has been confidered rather as a
zealous than an able fpeaker ; he is attended to
by one fide of the houfe as a friend, and by the
other, regarded with an indifference approacha
ng to contempt.

Animated by private injury, and public calq.
mity, he is fometimes betrayed into an intem-
perance in parliament, which moderation anc
prudence muft condemn. OFf this a late in-
ftance occurred on' the debate in the Irith houfe
of commons, to addre(s the King for a free
trade ; when he made ufe of the unguarded ex-
preflion: “ that there was force ¢nough in the

* kingdom to dethrone any tyrant,”
- Sie
* Mrs. O Callagan, who is pollefled of an eftate worth aboug
fix theufand pounds per year,
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SirEdw.d-R:lﬁﬁE two defects which- muft. be ¢ “
deemed - confiderable obftacles to the acquire-

AU T R . et ) o v
ment O .p'aﬁ.)amenta‘ry reputation ; thefe are, an

: ah'jitg\'ggffc'& Rearing, and a voice uniformly in-
flateds in order to render it audible. :

.+ N. B! There are many other charalers ‘of
impor'tancé 1 the Irifh houfe of commons, but
the defign of this pamphlet. will not permit me

* toenter, further upon this fubject. »
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