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S O M E

A U T H E N T I C  M I N U T E S

O F  T H E

P R O C E E D I N G S ,  à fc .

Monday, December 20.

H E  follow ing Refolutions were introduced 

by M r. F o s t e r ,  and agreed to unanimoully :

Refolved, nem. con. T h a t the exportation 

from this kingdom  o f  its woollen, and other 

manufactures, to all foreign places, w ill mate

rially tend to relieve its diftreifes, increafe its 

wealth, promote its profperity, and thereby ad

vance the welfare o f  G reat Britain, and the 

common ftrength, wealth, and commerce o f  

the Britiih empire.

R efolved, nem. con. T h a t  a liberty for this 

kingdom  to trade with the Britiih Colonies in 

Am erica, and the W eft Indies, and the Britiih

A  2 Settlements



[  4  ]

Settlements on the coaft o f  A frica, in like 

manner as trade is carried on between Great 

Britain and the faid Colonies and Settlements, 

w ill be produ&ive o f  very great commercial 

benefits, w ill be a m oil affe&ionate mark o f 

the regard and attention o f Great Britain to our 

diftreffes, and will give new vigour to the zeal 

o f  his M ajefty’s brave and loyal people o f  

Ireland, to ftand forward in fupport o f  his 
M ajefty’s perfon and government, and the in- 

tereft, the honour, and the dignity o f  the 

Britifh empire.

T h e  debate upon them was a very interefting 

one to this country : T h e following is a ihort 

account o f  it, which can only be fatisfaftory 

from its being authentic as far as it goes. It 

contains but a very fmall part o f fome o f  the 

fpeeches, the publiiher having only here and 

there taken down a few fentiments for his par

ticular recolle&ion, having omitted to take 

down all the fpeeches at large, which he has 

fometimes done.

M r. F o s t e r  faid, T h at no man could be 

unacquainted with the refolutions ot the Bri- 

tifh H oufe o f  Commons refpefting the trade o f 

Ireland— that too much could not be faid in
the



the praife o f  the M inifter who has boldly flood 

forth in the fupport o f  them— that agreeing to 

the refolutions he intended to propoie, would 

ftrengihen the hands o f  that M inifter, and that 

it was with a view to that, that he thought this 

Houfe ought to exprefs their fenfe, to ihew 

the M iniftry, and the Parliament o f  Great Bri

tain, that the ends they aimed at, would be at

tained by a completion o f  their plan, and that 

it would quiet the minds o f  the people — that 

he had two propofitions to make, but before 

he made them, he faid, he wifhed to wipe o ff 

fome miftak.es : that it had been induftrioufly 

reported, that only two o f  the reiblutions had 

been agreed to in the Britiih H oufe o f  C om 

mons, and that we ihould continue to be re- 

ftrained in the article o f  cotton -, whereas the 

three were agreed to, and the article o f  cotton 

was as free as any other manufacture under 

the refolutions, and that there was not a manu

facture, that the ingenuity o f  man could in

vent, that m ight not be exported to any part 

o f, the globe. H e  then ftated the purport o f  

the fécond refolution he intended to propofe, 

and moved the firft.

W hen M r. Fofter had delivered the refolu

tion into the hands o f  the Speaker, feveral

members
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members called out read it, read it; upon which 

the fpeaker faid, I cannot read the refolution 

till it has been feconded.

M r. B u sh e  faid, H e  had not the leaft objec

tion to fécond the refolution. T h a t  fome days 

ago he thought we ihould be premature in g iv

ing any opinion upon this great fubjett, as 

L o rd  North’s refolutions had not then paifed, 

and as we had not time to coniider fo com plicat

ed a bufinefs ; but that now we had leifure to 

confider them fu lly , and fince the refolutions 

had pafied in England without a divifion, he 

had formed a clear, and decided opinion upon 

the fubjett. T h a t in a commercial view, every 

thing is promifed that can reafonably be expeét- 

ed. T h a t the people waited with filence till this 

H oufe fhould take it into their confideration, 

and that we ought not to keep back the general 

jo y  that ought, and would be felt throughout this 

country ; a jo y  to which their own conduft fo 

eminently contributed. T h a t the formidable 

difcretion o f  an armed people, he would not 

fay ,  had impelled the minifter, but that a Parlia

ment in which faction, and corruption had both 

been forgotten, had enabled him to carry thofe 

meafures. T h at it was neceffary for Parliam ent 

to g i v e  our friends in England the fupport o f
their
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their opinion, and that any coldnefs on our parts 

m ight freeze the current o f  their liberal policy. 

T h a t the two firft refolutions o f  L ord  N orth 

were to reftore the Irifh to their natural rights. 

T h a t he has pointed out other things that w ill 

make this bufinefs complete. T h a t he has not 

mixed any thing conftitutional, but only com 

mercial. H e  hinted, that there were indeed 

fome other reftraints upon our trade by the E n 

glish laws, but that they did not affeét our prof- 

perity, and that it w ould be proper for us to 

adopt them by laws o f  our own, which would 

take away all grounds o f  future jealoufy be

tween the two countries. T h a t it was unjuft to 

blame L o rd  N orth for not having meddled with 

conftitutional topicks ; that he had done wifely ; 

that i f  he had done otherwife, we ihould have 

fufpeéted fome duplicity in his condutt, as i f  

he intended to have armed the pride, the paf- 

fions, and the prejudices o f  England againft us. 

H e  faid, he did not know  a fingle reftraint that 

"would militate againft our profperity, i f  thofe re

folutions ihould pafs into laws. T h a t it m ight 

be proper in this country to prevent the exporta

tion o f  wool, & c. but that he Ihould not fay 

any thing further upon fo delicate a point : 

T h a t  it was better for us to be filent upon that 

part o f  the fubjedt. T h a t  with regard to the

«thcr
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o-her refolution refpefting the trade to the W eft 

Indies, he would not fay, it was precifely the 

natural right o f  Ireland ; that it was a very libe

ral policy, and beneficial to England. It is, he 

faid, as' the reiblution liâtes, a mark ot her af

fectionate regard. T h e mimfter nas a£ted wiiely 

in poftponing it, as it is a v e r y  complicated fub- 

jed l. and required time for arrangement. I have 

no apprehenfion any thing w ill be retraced ; i f  

I had, I would i l i l l  agree with the refolutions ;

4 it would bind the bargain ; it would be adopt

ing a meafure, that by giving us a claim, would 

make our temper a-little more fullen. T h a t 

fome perfons were apprehenfive that we fhould 

be on worfe ground refpe&ing the article o f fu- 

gars, than what we were at preient, but that it 

was better to import them direftly under higher 

duties, than circuitouOy under low ones-, and 

as -Lord N orth had faid, that our trade was to 

be carried on in like- manner as the Britilh, he 

underftood that each country ihould be equally 

protected from a circuitous trade through the 

medium o f the other, and we could not com 

plain o f  the terms which the proprietors o f the 

fugar iilands had choien for themlelves -, yet he 

thought an arrangement better for both coun

tries might be negociated : and that if Ireland

were not to pay quite fo high a duty as England,
on
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on fugars for her own confumption, it would be 

more fuited to our condition, and no injury to 

Britain. W e  ihould be better cuftomers to the 

Britiih iflands, and the confumption o f  fugars, 

and o f teas would be greater, i f  the tax on fu

gars were more moderate ; fo that revenue 

would not be a gainer by our laying it too high. 

But that as to re-exportation, we Ihould be on a 

better foundation than Britain, i f  under thefe 

circumftances we ihould draw back the whole 

o f  the duty : for as the Britiih merchant would 

advance a larger fum on importation than the 

Iriih, he would be out o f  the intereil o f  more 

money during the interval, which would be un- 

reafonable : but that this could be compenfated, 

by m aking an allowance for that lofs o f  intereft 

in a proportionate difference in the drawback. 

H e  faid, that \\£ had contributed to the defence 

and conqueft o f  the Britiih fettlements, but that 

we were receiving a benefit beyond our contri

bution. Blake had fought for us as well as 

W o lfe . Britain had liberally ihared with us all 

her conquefts. H e read in L o rd  N orth ’s refolu

tions, the induftry, the wealth, the profperity o f  

his native country -, the confequence o f  their , 

refpedl for this kingdom , the confirmation o f  

that refpeâ: to our pofterity. H e  read in them a 

cordial union, and the animated exertions o f

B this
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this country-, and that the new councils o f  

Britain would be to her as a new territory, and 

worth perhaps that which {he has loft.

M r. D e n i s  D a l y . Agreeing to thefe re- 

folutions, I ftand upon the fame ground as 

when I agreed to the addrefs the firft day o f  the 

feffion. I do not look upon a free trade as be

ing free from all reftriftions, but as free from 

fuch reftri&ions as are injurious, or ufelefs ; 

what we are to receive from England will give 

it to us completely. I had fome objection to 

any fpecific refolutions, till I heard o f the de

bates in England, and fome publications in this 

country. It is now incumbent upon us to de

clare to the world we are fatisfied, not fo much 

to England as to Ireland, to filence thofe cla

mours fome people feem ready to make ufe of. 
W h o can tell what will be the confequence. I 

know  the faihion has been to cry up the loyalty 

o f  the Volunteers, and it is what they merit ; 

but any man that will take upon him to anfwer 

for coniequences, or to fay what effefl; interefted 

men may have upon forty thoufand men in 

-arms, is a much bolder man than I pretend 

to be.

M r.
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M r. O g l e . N o man anticipates with warmer 

zeal than I do the future greatnefs o f  this coun

try ; no man will feel the completion with 
ftronger fenfibility. I do not hefitate, Sir, to 

declare, that when I was informed o f  the refo

lutions which the R igh t H on. Gentleman has 

offered to the confideration o f  the H oufe, I 

had fome objections, not to the fpirit o f  them, 

but to the time o f  their introduction. I did 

conceive it might have been premature. I did 

not efteem it prudent in us to have pledged 

ourfelves before the propofitions o f  the Britiih 

M inifter had pafied through every ftage o f  

parliamentry courfe, and had become a perfett 

law. N or did the condudt o f  fome gentlemen 

o f  the oppofition in England fail to raife fome 

doubts in my breaft ; but from the critical fitu- 

ation o f  the times, and from fomp recent con- 

fiderations, I am now highly ienfible, that it 

has become abfolutely necefîùry for the Iriih 

Parliament to declare their approbation o f  them, 

in as ample and explicit a manner as pofiible. 

T h e  expeditions o f  the people have been raifed 

to a very high degree ; any apprehenfions, 

which they may have formed, ihould be ap- 

peafed ; they ihould be fatisfied, that they will 

not meet with any difappointment in their 

hopes ; a moment ihould not be loft to gratify

B 2 them.



them. T h e  wifdom, the virtue, the fteadinefs 

o f  their reprefentatives have co-operated with 

their fpirit, and obtained for them a redrefs o f  

thofe grievances, under which this country has 

groaned for a long feries o f  years. T h e y  

ihould know it in the inftant.

It has often been the caufe o f  complaint in 

this H oufe, that the Minifter o f  Great Britain 

has paid very little attention to the intereft o f 

Ireland ; and he has frequently been arraigned 

for that negleft. I f  it was j lift to blame when 

cenfure was founded, is it not equally fo, to 

give praife where praife is ju ftly  due ? His 

condufl; on the prefent occafion deferves our 

applaufe, and it would be the higheft injuftice 

not to give it ; as it would be the greateft mad- 

nefs not to fupport him in our own caufe

T h e  oppofition o f  this kingdom have a£led 

on the nobleft principles : no party rage, no 

faftion, no perfonal pique-, no defire o f  en

joying the places or the emoluments o f  gentle

men in office, have drawn them from their 

fteady courfe. T hey wiihed to ferve their 

country. T h ey  have oppofed meafures, not 

men. A n d here, Sir, I muft draw a line be

tween the oppofition o f England, and the op
pofition
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pofition of Ireland. W h at has the conduit at" 

the former been ? W h at treatment has this coun

try met with from the gentlemen o f  that pre

dicament in the E nglifh  Parliament ? So long 

as Ireland could forward their measures, fo 

long they ftiled us their friends -, but when 

their affiftance and fupport would have been o f  

the laft confequence to us -, when the firft fair 

opportunity invited them to prove the fincerity 

o f  their friendfliip, they coldly withdrew them- 

felves from the occafion. • T h ey  acquiefced, 

but they did not approve ; they feceded, they 

referved themfelves. H ad  they wiihed well, 

Sir, to the common intereil o f  theie kingdom s, 

they w ould have flood forth like men ; they 

would have taken an a<5tive and a decifive 

part i they would have given the M inifter every 

fupport, and they w ould have fhared with him 

the merits o f  a meafure, which, I hope, will 

form the cement o f  an indilfoluble union. 

H ow ever, Sir, let us a ft confidently -, let us 

agree to the refolutions o f  the R igh t H on. 

Gentleman, and manifeft to the world, that the 

welfare o f  our country, and the glory o f  the 

Britifh empire, have been the ingenuous mo

tives o f  our condudt.

[ r 3 J
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M r .  M e-t g e  faid, that though it was always 

' painful to him to rife in that H oiife, yet upon 

that joyful occafion it would be more painful to 

him to fit filent. Gratitude, he faid, prompted 

every man to make honourable mention o f thofe 

refpe&able characters, who participated largely 

in the merit o f  emancipating this country from 

the oppreiiion o f  laws which were enaóted by ar

bitrary power, and continued by blind policy, 

and illiberal prejudices, for a century— conti

nued, he faid, until an irrefiftable fpirit had 

been difleminated through all ranks o f  men in * 

this country, which could no longer tolerate 

the unwieldy burden— he faid, the Lords N orth, 

H illiborough, and Buckingham , (the chara&ers 

to whom he had alluded) would be o f  glorious 

and immortal memory in this kingdom , and pof- 

terity, till time fhould be no more, would found 

their praifes. H e obferved, that when pofte- 

rity fhould look back into the hiftory o f  thofe 

days, and read, that in one part o f  the world 

the richeft blood o f England was fpilt, and her 

treafures almoft exhaufted, in the impotent at

tempt to fubdue a manly and brave people, and 

make them bend to the yoke ; and at the fame 

period o f time, that Great Britain yielded to 

the ju ft demands of Ireland, which had been 

fo long withheld : W hen pofterity ihould read
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in one page, the profufion o f  E nglifli blood 

and treafure fpent in A m erica, and in the other 

Britain’s immediate compliance with the de

mands ot Ireland -, that pofterity would expreis 

great lurprife, upon a comparitive view  o f 

the conduft o f  Great Britain, with refpeft to 

Am erica and Ireland ; they m uft revere the 

ju ftice  and wifdom o f  thofe reípeótable perfons, 

who have concurred in effe& ing the falutary 

meafure. N o doubt, he faid, the reprefenta- 

tions L o rd  Buckingham fhire was pleafed to 

make, o f  the good difpoiitions o f  this country, 

the ability and falutary counfels o f  Lords H illf- 

borough and N orth, confpired to obtain for 

Ireland the objeft o f  her wiihes * but, added, 

though he wifhed to give every ju ft  tribute to 

the refpedlable c h a r t e r s ,  whom the fudden 

warmth o f  his affections had compelled him to 

name, yet he doubted whether the unconftituti- 

onal evils, which we complained of, would be yet 

removed, were it not for the laudable and well 

tempered fpirit o f  the people j and he trufted, 

he faid, that the wifdom o f  L o rd  N orth  was 

ftrongly evinced, by his benign interpofition 

in favour o f  this kingdom .

Ireland, he faid, was ever remarked to be a 

brave nation— Is fhe brave ? faid he, Ihe is ge

nerous,
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nerous, ihe is affcftionate. W h o  is new the 

object o f  her bounty, o f her affections ? H er 

fifter kingdom in ditirefs, Great Britain. W ere 

there, faid he, in this kingdom 50,000 men in 

arms ready to affert their conftitutional rights, 

prompt to ihed their laft drop o f  blood in 

maintaining and fupporting thole rights ? by one 

act o f  liberality and juftiee, he beheld, he faid, 

thofe arms in an inftant turned againft our com

mon foe. H e  was fure, he faid, he fpoke the 

language o f  every Iriihman ; that Ireland, 

when gratified in the completion o f  her wiihes, 

(and, obierved, he confidered the aft as done, 

jhe at leaft had received a large earneft) would 

lend her credit, for money (he lamented) ihe had 

none-, ihe would lend her heroes to co-operate 

with Great Britain, in humMing the pride and am- 
b itionof our inveterate enemies,France andSpain. 

L ord  North, he obierved, had peculiar merit for 

the handfome manner in which he complied 

with our requeft. His affeftions, he laid, were 

roufed by the grace o f  L ord  N orth— he had 

acknowledged our rights— he had almoft up

braided us, for tamely and paflively fubmitting 

fo long to laws, by which we ought not to be 
bound— he had ihewed his wiidom in diftin- 

guithing his propofitions for this country— he 

did  not hefitate to pronounce about the repeal
o f
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o f  the odious laws-, t h e ju i l ic e o f  that meafure 

lhone in the inftant i witli refpeft to our trade 

with the colonies, it required many regulations ; 

he had Ihewn his wifaom  in poftponing it for 

the deliberation o f  the Parliament o f  both 

kingdoms.

r 4 *

Sir H e r c u l e s  L a n c r i s h e . T h e  ordinary 

importation o f  fugars is 200,000 cwt. in the 

year-, the duty upon importation is is. 8d. the 

cwt. the beft merchants aver, that the expence 

makes it 3s. 2d. the duty in E ngland is 6s. 8d. 

the cwt. N o w , Sir, itating the inconvenience 

o f  the circuitous trade at 3s. 2d. i f  we were 

to lay a duty to  the fu ll extent paid in E n g 

land we fhould lay an additional charge o f  

3s. 6d. One fingle halfpenny in the pound ad

vance to the confumer w ould produce to the 

Revenue 4s. 8d. the importer would pay 3s. 6d. 

the profit is . 2d. I f  the confumption were 

the fame the Revenue w ould receive 50,0001. a 

year -, they would receive the whole o f  the d if

ference between the E n gliih  and Iriih duties. 

I queftion whether an exprefs bargain would 

not be the m oil advantageous circum ftance that 

could be made.

[ *7 ]
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L ord  W E S t P O R T .  I defire to add my tribute 

o f  congratulation to the general jo y  upon the 

prefent happy occafion ; it may indeed be al

ledged, that nothing yet is completed for us* 

but the profpeils are moft favourable, and 

there can be little doubt, that the greateft and 

moft important advantages muft quickly refult 

from them, both to England and to this coun

try. T h e  infancy o f Ireland w ill be cheriihed 

by the foftering hand o f E n gliih  maturity» 

while England itfelf will derive freih ftrength 

and fpirit from the youth and vigour o f  her 

Irilh children. H app y for England that the 

weaknefs o f  her adverfity has pointed out to 

her her own intereft 5 thrice happy for Ireland 

th at the fpirit and virtue o f  the people have 

affifted to obtain for us advantages, that I fear 

we m ight long, very long have fought for, i f  

the juftice o f  our own caufe had been our only 

claim to thetm T h e  M inifter o f  England de- 

ferves every acknowledgment from us ; he has 

a iled  wifely by fupporting u s; he has ailed 

wifely by himfelf, by Great Britain ; he has 

ailed wifely and kindly by Ireland. There is 

no refolution or acknowledgment that we ihould 

not readily enter into that he could defire from 

Vs -, he has deferved much from us, and, as 

/ar as we are able ihould receive it. There are

other



other men too that ihould not be forgot by us -, 

there are men that ihould ever be mentioned 

with what is neareft and deareft to this country. 

W e  muft not forget thofe men that fupported 

us when the M inifter dared not venture to do 

it, though well he m ight be inclined to us, 

when the very mention o f  our diftrefles were 

odious and unpopular, and a hint at relieving 

them worfe than treafon : thofe men ihould ever 

be revered by their country : the names o f  

R ockingham , Beauchamp, B urke, and N u gen t, 

delerved to be recorded in charafters o f  gold , in 

the annals o f  Irifh hiftory.

M r. T o l e r . A t a time when the conduit o f  

this H oufe is looked up to with refpeit by every 

country in Europe, our refolutions m ult hare 

confiderable weight on fubjeits o f  fuch high 

concern as are contained in the propofitions at 

prefent before you. W e  have authentick infor

mation that refolutions o f  a fimilar nature have 

been adopted in the H oufe o f  Com m ons o f  

England. T h e y  involve matters o f  the greateft 

importance to each country, and m uft tend to 

conlolidate the interefts o f  both. Should this 

H oufe remain filent on the prefent occafion, it 

w ould be a derogation from  our dignity, and a 

dereliction o f  our duty. W h en  fo great a fub-

C  2 je ft
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je í l  is in agitation, we ihould exercife a concur*, 
rence o f  jurifdi&ion, by an explicit avowal o f  

our fentiments, how far the intended arrange

ment may be confidered as eligible. For my 

part I am free to declare, that I think the refolu- 

tions propounded, are adequate to the purpofe, 

and expreffive o f  the general fenfe. T h e y  con

tain the great outlines o f  a meafure, that i f  car

ried into effeét, may give the fairefl affurance o f  

attaining the wifhed-for end o f  uniting England 

and Ireland, by indiiToluble ties o f  mutual be

nefits and affeélion, and o f  renovating the v i

gour and dignity o f  the empire o f  Great Britain. 

A lthough Sir, the bulinefs is not yet before you 

in detail, yet furely the principle on which it is 

founded, deferves the earlieft fan&ion o f  the 

Parliament o f  Ireland. O u r ftepping forward 

at the prefent jundture will anfwer the two impor

tant purpofes o f  aiding the endeavours o f  the 

Engliih  M inifter, and o f  conciliating the minds 

o f  the people at home. T h e  conduft o f  Lord 

N orth deferves our warm acknowledgments ; 

he has in defiance o f  the prejudices o f  fome, 

and o f  embarraffments from others, not only 

opened to our view an enlargement o f  commer

cial advantages, but has done what I value more, 

he has propounded a well judged repeal, and 

.made a liberal recognition to an high fpirited

people*
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people, r f  their natural and conftitutional 

righto, i own that in the hight o f  the exulta

tion oi the day, I have fe lt not a little mortified, 

to read in the public prints, that expreffions had 

fallen from  fome refpeitable jSerfons in the oppo- 
fition o f  another country, which by mifrepre- 

fenting the con d u d  o f  Ireland, feemed calculat

ed to impede the benefits which it  defired. 

T h a t the manly, and temperate wifdom o f  our 

parliamentary counfels fnould be reprobated, as 

inconfiftent with the dependence o f  a fubordi- 

nate country ; that non im port agreements origi

nating from ncceffity, and that taking up arms 

tt> provide for our fafety, ihould be reptefented 

as a<5b  o f  avowed hoftility, and conflrudtive re

bellion, were imputations we had little reafon to 

expedt from an Iriihm an, who in this country, 

had been hitherto ccnfidered as an idol, and a 

firm afiertoro f our rights. B ut i f  it be poffible 

that fuch are the political tenets o f  that gentle

man’s connexions, i f  fuch be the language o f  

the great L o rd  o f  Shilelah, I truit that there is 

not a plant in his wood, that is not ready to of

fer itfelf to other hands to corredt the afperfion- 

Sir, I cannot give credit to fo improbable a pub

lication. News-papers are not always faithful 

vehicles ; and I will not fuppofe, that a man whofe 

fervices we have been proud to  acknowledge,

could
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could  be fo agitated b y  the phrenzy o f  party, as 

to forget all feelings for the country w hich gave 

him  b irth ; to m ake a facrifice o f  its natural 

rights, and to forfeit all title to its future re

gards : I  w ill not believe i:------

“  N o n  detrahere vellem  hærentem  fronti
* 1 ' J .

m ulta cum  laude coro&am.”

'I th in k, Sir, that it is our duty to  take every 

ftep that can fatisfy the minds o f  our country

men ; we ihould always a i l  as fa ith fu l centinels ; 

w hen the p u blic fafety is endangered we ihould  

g iv e  the alarm ; but when k in d  offices are intend

ed, we ou ght not to ih u t the gates againft fair 

offers o f  accom m odation : w e ihould rather be 

the harbingers o f  good tidings, the meffengers 

o f  com fort to the people. T h e y  m uft be per* 

fuaded that a ju ft  representation has been made 

o f  their diftrefs. T h e y  have feen the lo yal, 

and firm deportm ent o f  their reprefentatives in 

Parliam ent ; not lo okin g u p  w ith an aw ful blaf* 

phem y to others, as to an om nipotence, that 

know eth our neceflities before we a ik , nor are we 

to be reproached for an ignorance in aiking. 

P a r l i a m e n t  has paid a proper attention to the 

quiet fenfibility o f  an enlightened people, w ho 

have arrived to that ftage o f  hum an perfection,
between
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between native hardihood which others have for

got, and enervating refinement which we never, 

knew. Such a people has been emphatically 

itamped with a character which is vigorous, but 

not barbarous ; poliihed, but not emafculatcd. 

Such are the people o f  this country, and as fuch 

they w ill be treated with refpeit. T h e y  are too 

llrong to be trifled with ; too fenfible to be de

ceived. T h ey are too brave not to be generous ; 

and too generous not to be grateful,

M r. C . H . C o o t e  rofe to exprefs the pleafure, 
he faid, he felt in an hour when every heart 

feemed to vibrate with jo y , and every tongue 

met in uniion, that it was happy for Ireland to 

be at length emancipated from  the cruel and 

oppreffive reftri&ions o f  England, and there

fore every man who had felt an anxious and 

animated zeal for that great objedt, was called 

upon to declare his warmeft approbation. The- 

piefent conduit o f  England he lopked upon as 

a prelude to future, and more extenfive indulg. 

ence* H e  exprefled his wiihes that the parlia

ment o f  Ireland would continue to preferve the 

dignity o f  the people, as alfo to maintain its 

own, and not to fuffer the voice o f  panegyric 

to outweigh the credit o f  the kingdom . T h a t 

the great queition in which Ireland was fo much

inrerefted,
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• interefted, did not take its rife from  party or

.fa itio n , but had lprung forth from the united 

voice o f  the people ; from thence it found its 

way into both Houfes o f Parliament, where 

Unanim ity  finally fanitified the meafure, and 

made it a national queftion ; as iuch he thought 

it ought to be confidered, in whatever form it 

makes its appearance ; it became the Parlia

ment o f  Ireland to treat with England as a na

tion, an d  not  with individuals in England. 

T h a t however high the credit or abilities o f  

thofe who were the adminiftration o f  England, 

the echoing their praifes could produce no ad

vantage to Ireland, whofe intereft it was to keep 

herfelf clear o f  all party connexions, which 

conduit alone could give us refpeit from every 

party ; and while we were determined to co-ope- 

rate together, and were a&uated by the nobleft 

o f  all principles, a genuine love o f  our country, 

Ireland could not fail to be refpeited by every 

■nation in Europe. There were men o f  all 

ranks, both in and out o f  adminiflration, who 

deferved well o f  Ireland ; he added, that L o rd  

Buckingham  had the ftrongeft claim on the ef- 

teem o f  Ireland, for the very ftrong and forci

ble manner with which he repreiented our fitua- 

tion, to which Ireland was to confidçr herfelf



in a large degree indebted for her prefent fair 
profpedts.

M r. C o n o l l y  faid, H e  w ould mention one 

circumftance which had not been touched upon 

by any member, and which was peculiarly inte- 

reiling to the city o f  D ublin  : we have, he faid, 

got an abfolute certainty o f  avoiding the chance 

o f  an union with Great Britain ; we ihall owe 

next Lady-day two millions -, Great Britain w ill 

owe two hundred millions. T h e  end o f  Great 

Britain muft be bankruptcy. Ireland has haul

ed its wind in time, and we lhall now get more 

than I ever expeéted to fee. T h ere are many 

W h ig  families on the other fide o f  the water who 

w ould have been happy to reftore you to what 

they thought was your right. H e  then went 

into a ihort confideration o f  the ftate o f  parties 

in this country, and faid, i f  I were fufpicious, 

I might fay the poverty o f  the country has 

made us honeft. T h e  dear-bought experience 

o f the M inifter probably w ill ever intimidate 

him from attempting to take away the liberty o f  

a great nation. T h is Parliament ought to be 
characterized by the firft name that any Parlia

ment for two centuries paft has deferved ; it is 

entitled to every com plim ent from  the country.

D  Mrs
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M r. O g l e ,  tó explain. I ihould not by any 

means have troubled the H oufe again upon the 

occafion ; but what fell from the R ight H on. 

Gentleman made it neceffary for me to explain 

myfelf. I do not wiih that any words o f  mine 

ihould be mifinterpreted, or mifapplied. I 

mentioned neither W h ig  nor T o ry . N o  afler- 

tion can fatisfy me. I mentioned a faót, that 

when the propofitions in favour o f  Ireland were 

introduced, gentlemen in oppofition did not fay 

one word in favour o f  Ireland. T h e y  faid they 

did not approve. Affereions are weak againft 

fa ils , let them come from what authority they 

w ill, however refpeótable. I look upon thofe 

men alone to be our friends, who will ftand 

forth in the hour o f  necefiity to relieve us. I 

repeat, they declared, they did not approve -, 

they feceded ; they referved themfelves. W hat 

did that referve mean ? what but this ; that i f  

the Iriih Parliament lhould not be fatisfied with 

the propofitions o f  L o rd  N orth, the E ngliih  

oppofition to the M inifter might then reproach 

him with having given too little -, but i f  well 

received by this H oufe, he might be cenfured 

for his extravagance ; he might be told, he had 

been too laviih, and might have made a better 

bargain for Britain.
M r.
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M r. C o n o l l y . I only meant to refcue the 

character o f  a part o f  the minority o f  Great 
Britain.

Sir B o y l e  R o c h e  paid a very ju ft com pli

ment to L o rd  Buckingham fhire’s adminiftra- 

tion.

T h e  P r o v o s t  faid, T h a t from the particular 

circumftances o f  his fituation, he thought him- 

iê lf  called upon to deliver his fentiments ; that 

for many years o f  his life he had turned over 

the ftatute books o f  both kingdom s, and con- 

fequently muft have had the mortification fre

quently to perufe the reftraints on the trade o f 

Ireland. H avin g  had the honour to ferve in 

feveral parliaments for a great trading city , it 

became his duty to give particular attention to 

all queftions relating to the commerce o f  this 

country. H e thought it neceffary that the re- 
prefentatives o f  the people ihould now give 

their opinions on this great íubjeát, becaufe 

there had been now fufficient time to confider 

it ; but he was happy it had not been brought 

before them fooner. T h a t he ihould have been 

very unwilling to have delivered a hafty opinion 

on matters fo com plicated in their nature, and 

o f  fuch great importance to this kingdom .
D  2 T h a t



T h a t the public would have had reafon to be 

difpleafed with men of experience, i f  they were 

precipitate in declaring their opinions on occa- 

fions where the deareft rights o f  the people were 

concerned. H e  had now given this fubjeCt the 

moft mature confideration, and could fa y with 

confidence, that when the refolutions propofed 

by Lord N orth were paflfed into laws, we fhould 

have the fu ll liberty o f  exporting all our manu

factures, and the free and diredt import ô f  

every article o f  any value to our commerce or 

manufactures. T h at i f  he had not a ju ft con

fidence in the honourable intentions o f the noble 

L o rd  who introduced into the Britiih H oufe o f  

Commons the propofitions in favour o f  Ireland, 

he fhould have moved an amendment to the fé

cond motion now before the H oufe, that after 

the word “  iêttlements,”  thofe words Ihould be 

added, “  and with liberty to export the goods 

“  and produce imported from thence, either 

“  manufactured or unmanufactured, with equal 

“  drawbacks, bounties, and premiums as in 

n Great Britain ■”  without which he thought 

the import under duties çqual to the Britiih, 

would not be beneficial to this kingdom -, but 

that it was the general opinion in which he con- 

curred •, that this idea was exprefied by the ge

neral
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neral words ufed in his Lordfliip’ s third propo- 
fition.

I f  he was defired to make one principal claim 

for the commerce and manufactures o f  Ireland, 

he fhould have mentioned, that the reilraints o a  

our woollen manufactures fhould be refcinded. 

I f  he wasdefired to m ake a requeft on the fame 

fubjeót, it would have been that we ihould have 

liberty to export our manufactures to the Britiih 

Colonies and Settlements in A frica  and A m e

rica, and to im port direCtly from  thence into 

Ireland, the produce and manufactures o f  thofe 

countries. I f  he was anfwered, that we ihould 

not only export all our own manufactures, but 

that Great Britain w ould operr her foreign mar

kets for their reception, and that we ihould 

have the trade with her Colonies and Settle

ments equally in all refpeCts with herfelf— juf- 

tice, he faid, would enforce from him this re

p ly  :— Y o u r anceitors, and not you, deprived 

Ireland o f  thofe benefits which N ature had given 

her, but you not only reftore her to the full 

pofleiïion o f  all her own natural advantages, 

but at the fame time, with a liberal hand be

llow  the m oil important o f  your own, and give 

her all thofe means o f  acquiring which every 

part o f  your empirç in A frica  or A.merica can

fupply.
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fupply. H e  took notice o f  other favours con

ferred o f late years by Great Britain on this 

kingdom  ; the bounties on Irifh linens exported 

from  Great Britain, now extended to perfons rej  

fident in Ireland ; the bounties lately given on 

flax-feed imported into Ire and, and thofe on 

our fiiheries equal to their own— and all paid by 

Great Britain. It is true that the loyalty, me

rits, and fufferings o f  this country had entitled 

her to every thing that our fifter kingdom  could 

beftow, but what the conduct o f  England at 

former periods had given us little reafon to ex

pert -, what former Princes would not have re

commended, and former minifters would not 

have propofed, it has been the glory o f the 

prefent reign to accompliih.

— “  Q u od D ivum  promittere nemo auderet,

“  Volvenda dies en attulit.”

V'
H e knew o f no articles o f import in which 

we ihould be reftrained, when the propoied laws 

pafied, except glafs and hops, which were o f 

little or no value to our commerce ; in the latter 

i t  was underitood we were to be relieved, and 

he hoped in the former. I f  he had the honour to 
offer his humble opinion to t h e  B r i t i i h  Miniiters, 

he would recommend the repeal o f  thofe aits, and
would
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would then propofe to this H oufe, that we 

ihould pafs a bill never to import thofe articles 

from any country but Great Britain. T h a t this 

would not be inconfiltent with the idea o f  a 

“  Free T rad e,”  for “  law jars not with liberty, 

but well confifts that we ihould owe fuch a 

return to Great Britain for the favous we were 

now in the courfe o f  obtaining from her. H e  

obferved that ihe fupported armies for the de

fence o f  thofe Colonies and Settlements, and 

fleets for the protection o f  the trade with them ; 

and that íhe intended to give us a fu ll partici

pation o f  the whole o f  this trade, without our 

iharing any part o f  the burden, which we were 

not able to bear. H e  declared his entire appro

bation o f  the two motions now made.

H e  commended the great and noble exertions 

o f  L o rd  N orth in favour o f  this country ; call

ed his fpeech a m oil mafterly performance, and 
faid, his lordfhip went through ths feveral adts 

o f  parliament as clearly as i f  they had been the 

ftudy o f  his life ; that the m oil experienced 

lawyer could not have done it better, and he 

was happy in thinking that the great advocate 

for Ireland was not only one o f  the ableit, but 

one o f  the honeileit and m oil amiable men in 

Britain. T h a t while he dwelt with pleafure on

the
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f r*

• . M 2 i "
the merits, o f  the Britifti.M inifter, he mult do 

juftice. to the Min,ifter o f  Ireland ; that the ex- • 

ertions o f thç former muft be acknowledged to 

have proceeded .from the ftrong ^ re fu ta tio n s '.: 

in our favour,>tn%|e by our prelent: cU éf , G ôr; 

vector, to whom; he thought this, .kingdom . 

ought ever to t£&fjder.itfelf as highly, indebted.

, M r. O ’H a r a  obferved, that*%e had nor re-  ̂

ceived our information from the proper channel,

and that to fay they h a v e  given us niore than
.. .  »  » .

we expedted, was not prudent. -, '

* ’■ *
M r. C o n o l l y . I f a i d ,  that w eh ad  ïêceived 

more than I  ever expe&ed to fee.
. - ■■r : - ■ -■ " ,

>  ,  \  • - • -

M r. O ’H a r a . I  alluded, in general, ttfAÿh.at 

had paiTed. •

T h e  P r o v o s t .  I  aiTure him, I  never meant 

to fay this country hád got more than I  had rea- 

fon t o  expedl. I t  might have a bad effe£t if  it
w e n t ’ t o  England that fuch expreiïions had been

made ufe of.
~ c «<* " -5- 

r * ; ' ... 4
Captain W i l s o n  concurred In th(* refolutioa 

propofed, at the fame time in thofe alluded to.

Mr.



M r. F i t z o i b b o n  f ignified his approbation o f  

the resolutions, as, h e f a i d ,  it w o u l d  fru f tra te  the  

def ig ns  o f  interefted m e n ,  w h o  feem ed defirous 

o f  d i f t u r b in g  the  p e a c e  o f  fociety .

M r. Y elverto jj  faid, H e  m oil cheerfully 

gave his aiTertt to t ie  refolutions ; they appeared 

to him to be founded in wifdom ; he therefore 

hoped, they would pafs without a diffentient 

voice ; and that the unanimity o f  the H ou lè  on 

this occafion w ould quiet the apprehenfions o f  

die multitude, and difappoint the views o f  

wicked incendiaries ( if  any there were) who 

would diredl the fpirit o f  the people to an im 

proper objeft. I am happy, he faid, at the 

idea, that the 1 words o f  the Volunteers o f  Irer 
land are never to be drawn againft any, but the 

common enemies o f  the empire. O u r fituation 

is fo much im proved that an intemperate exul

tation is one o f  the greateft evils this country 

has to fear. But though I approve heartiiy o f  

the refolutions, I muft exprefs my concern that

I cannot follow  feveral o f  my honourable friends 

to the end o f  their career. I think the jo y  o f  

Parliament ought not to be lefs correct than the 

meafures that have brought about that refolu- 

tion, which is the fubjedt o f  it. T h e  M inifter 

o f  E ngland has him felf informed us, that he

E  has



has not yet completed that fyftem which is de- 

figned for our relief. I own therefore, Sir, 

that I do not think it wife in gentlemen to rife in 

their places and fay, that we have got every 

thing to which this country is entitled, or which 

it has any reafon to expeft. W hat have we 

aiked unanimoufly the firft day o f  the feffion ?

A  Free Trade. T h e  idea I always entertained 

o f  a free trade was this : a trade fubjeft to no 

controul but that o f our own Parliament. A s  the 

condition o f  a fu b jed  is faid to be free, when 

he is governed only by laws to which either by 

himfelf, or by his reprefentative, he gave his 

confent -, fo the trade o f any country is faid to 

be free when it is regulated only by the legiila- 

ture o f  that country. Ireland had a free trade 

before the legiilature o f  Great Britain interfered; 

let that interference be withdrawn, and the 

trade o f Ireland will be free again. W hile 

then, Sir, there remains a fingle reftriftion upon 

the trade of this country, impofed by another 

Parliament, I w ill fay the trade o f this country 

cannot be faid to be completely emancipated ; 

but at the fame time I fay this, I would not be 

tinderftood to exprefs the leaft apprehenfion 

that the trade o f  this country will not be com

pletely emancipated. I am periuaded, from

this extraordinary illumination o f  Britiih conn-
Icis*
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fels, which has taught them what is due to 

this country, and falutary to themfelves, that 

we ihall get every thing we have a right to ex- 

pedt, in point either o f  juftice or policy. T h e  

Britiih M inifter has fpoken fuch a language 

that one would imagine, the m oil ianguine 

friends o f  this country had di&ated to him the 

terms. I have in this H oufe, upon former oc- 

cafions, diftinguiihed between what I conceived 

to be the right o f  this country, and matter o f  

conceifion in England ; between a trade to fo 

reign parts, and a trade to the Colonies. I m uil 

therefore be very much flattered indeed, when 

I find the M inifter in England has expreiTed 

him felf in almoft the fame words, in which I 

had expreifed m yfelf in this Houfe. I f  the re- 

folutions in England fhould be carried into a 

law, I am happy in ikying, there is hardly a 

reftraint remaining that can be confidered as a 

commercial grievance, though it may as a con- 

ftitutional affront. I w ill mention a few o f  

them : one is the reftraint 5 George III. upon 

the exportation o f  raw filk. I acknowledge, 

that in the prefent condition o f  Ireland fhe has 

no great reafon to com plain o f  it ;  but when 

our woollen trade is extended, we ihall have the 

trade to the L evan t, and ihall bring back filk 

in exchange for our cloth > it w ill be injurious

E  z  to
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to this country, i f  the re-exportation o f  that filk 

is not allowed -, another is the articles o f  hops -, 

a third is the 1 9 George II. the reftraint upon 

the importation o f  glafs : here I muft obferve, 

at the lame time, that it would be a wife thing 

in Ireland to impofe a reftraint upon the impor

tation o f  glafs, now that we have got a right 

to  export it. T h e  laft, and only remaining 

reftriction that I can recolleót is, that on 

the exportation o f  tobacco to any country 

but Great Britain : this, as an article o f  com 

merce, would not be deferving o f  notice, but 

as it affedts the conftitution, calls aloud for ani- 

madverfion. Indeed they are all rather confti- 

tutional than commercial grievances ; for i f  a 

négociation were fet on foot between us and 

Great Britain, and that we impofed thofe re- 

ftraints by our own authority, by way o f  bar

ter for the Colony trade, I doubt whether Ire

land would not have the beft o f  the bargain. 

B u t why ihould we furniih fa£tious men, i f  any 
fuch there are, in the oppofition in Great Bri

tain, with an opportunity o f  faying, you fee 

how intemperate their exultation was.— Speak

ing to the M inifter they will fay, you outran 

their willies— you might have conciliated Ire

land upon cheàper terms. M y  whole objeft is 

to correct the intemperance o f  that jo y , which

has
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has efcaped from gentlemen in the qpennefs o f  

their hearts, and to difarm oppoiition in another 

place o f  a very dangerous argument. There are 

many fituations in which even filence is wildom.

M r. G r e e n . I congratulate the H oufe, and 

kingdom  at large, upon being foon one o f  the 

greateil commercial kingdom s in the world.

Sir H e n r y  C a v e n d i s h . I rife only to a  

fingle fa d , which I think at this time particu

larly neceifary to be know n, becaufe I would 

not have the fmaileft fufpicion remain upon the 

mind o f  any man, refpeding the con d u d  o f  

L o rd  N orth in this bufinefs ; and though I be

lieve no gentleman fufpeds that he has aded 

merely upon the fpur o f  the prefent occafion, or 

through fear, yet our debates are fo grolsly and 

m alicioufly reprefented, that it is poiTible fome- 

thing that has paifed to-night may tend to de

ceive lbme people. T h e  name o f  Lord N orth, 

and the armed focieties o f  this country, have 

been named fo nearly together, that I am ap- 

prehenfive left any individual ihould fuppofe, 

that his con d u d  has been aduated by fear o f  

thofe armed focieties, and that what he has done 

has been merely upon the fpur o f  the occafion.

I rile therefore to ftate to the houfe, that near
fix
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fix  years ago, when an application was made to 

the B ritiih  Parliam ent from  this cou ntry, from  

Scotland, and from  fome m anufacturing cou n 

ties in E nglan d , refpeiting the linen trade, I 

had the honour o f  being nom inated w ith G ene

ral C on w ay to wait upon L o rd  N o rth , refpeit- 

ing the linen trade o f  this country ; I then had 

repeated opportunities o f  kn o w in g  the fentiments 

o f  that noble L ord , refpeitin g the trade o f  

this country -, they were fuch as gave  me great 

fatisfaition ; fo r I was perfuaded, from  the 

principles upon w hich he argued, that w hene

ver he had an opportunity o f  doing eiTential 

fervice to this country, he w ould  do it. Seve

ral a its o f  Parliam ent have paffed fincp that 

tim e, beneficial to  this country, under his ad- 

m iniftration ; b u t finding thofe a its o f  P arlia

m ent have not been fo beneficial to us, as were 

exp eited , he has taken this op portunity o f  

gratifyin g his own w iihes, founded in ju d g 

m ent, in the m utual interefts o f  both kingdom s, 

and has com pleted that fyftem  o f  trade w hich 

w ill do him infinite honour, and be an advan

tage to this country never to be forgotten.

M r. G r a t t a n .  A s I was the perfon who 

firft preffed the H ou fe this feffion to fpeak defi

n itively upon the fubjedt o f  trade, I ihall trou
ble
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ble you a few moments, by declaring how far 

that objedt is obtained. I did at firft think the 

time rather premature, but I do conceive the 

three refolutions alluded to, in fubftance to be 

adequate to the wifhes, and adequate to the dif- 

treifes o f  the kingdom . I conceive the repeal 

o f  the prohibitions on our exports, a reparation 

to an injured conftitution ; as I conceive the 

plantation trade an adt o f  kindnefs, and juftice 

on the part of England, to a country that has 

bled in her caufe, and contributed by an heavy 

military eftabliihment, to the maintaining thofe 

fettlements with which hitherto we were forbid

den to trade. I confider both together, the ex

port o f  manufadtures, and the plantation trade, 

to be a caufe o f  immediate fatisfadtion, a foun

dation o f  future profperity, and o f  indiffoluble 

affedtion. I am guarded, however, in the praife 

o f  minifters •, a diflolution o f  jo y  is always un

dignified, and generally infincere. But let me 

remind gentlemen, as this country has by public 

fpirit, and public pride placed herielf high in 

Europe, and by her own virtue recovered her 

own rights, an adherence to the fame fpirit is 

the beft way to guarantee them. I do remember 

the time, when confidence in every adminiftrati- 

on, diffidence in Parliament, and diffidence in

the people were the creed o f  political wifdom ;
I do
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I  do recoiled  the time when a confidence in die 

exertion o f  Parliament, when an application to 

the people, and reliance upon their fpirit was 

thought the hight o f  immoderate oppoficion. 

I  have feen m y country reduced to impending 

ruin b y  the former opinions ; I have feen that 

ruin averted b y  the latter. W h en  therefore 

gentlemen praife fo lavifhly a miniiter, who is, I 

allow, h ig h ly  defçrving, I mean the L o r d  L ie u 

tenant, Í hope they  will not forget themfelves 5 

th a t they themfelves, returning at la f t  to confti- 

tutional and national fentiments, are the princi

pal o b jed s o f  approbation, and the efficient 

caufes o f  a free trade ; and i f  ever th,is country 

ihall aga in  approach that ftate o f  impending ru

in, they  will depart from  fuch councils as pre

vailed during former feiîions o f  Parliament, and 

recur to our counfels, which they once called 

immoderate, b u t  b y  which that ruin has been 

averted. ' i think; it the duty o f  every member, 

as m u ch  as poilible, to m ake the people under- 

ftand the benefit they have received. T h e  peo

ple o f  Ireland are no t difpoied to licentjo.ufn.efs, 

or to fa d io n  ; they are e x a d ly  in the ftate o f  

true h cg kh  w hich has departed from political tor

por, and has no; proceeded to political violence ; 

they are ever ready to believe well o f  every mi- 

nifter who fee/us to in tend  well by them ; they

h ave
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have not only done honour to themfelves, their 
late conduit will be a prodigy in hiftory. 

W o u ld  it have been believed, that in a country 

where there have been fo many apprehenfions 
about entrufting the fubjefts with a militia, that 

thefe very fubjeits ihould array, accoutre and 

difcipline themfelves to the number o f  perhaps 

forty thoufand, and from that popular arma

ment, that no CQnfufion, no diforder, but an 

unknown tranquillity ihould have proceeded. 

T h e  law feems to have waited upon the arms o f  

the people, for it was never fo well executed be-

-  fore. There feems to have been in the deport

ment o f  thefe forty thoufand men, in the arm

ed majefty o f  the people, I fay there feems to 

have been fomething providential. W e  ftand 

now in point o f  conftitution reftored, or certain

ly very near a full reftoration ; capable o f  de

fending our Country and K in g  without any ad

dition to the military eftabliihment : capable 

Sir, o f  defending both without any increafe o f  

public expence. Sir, I might add another won

der; the iiland feems to have changed its place 

on the globe, and inftead o f  being a corner o f  

the earth, it is now the centre o f  things ; the 

medium o f  communication between the old 

world and the new. I rather have dwelt upon 

the advantages this country w ill derive from

F  thofe
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thófe new laws, than on the perfonal merit o f  the 

men who have obtained them ; becaufe the for

mer are neareil my heart : for I am more gratifi

ed b y  the contemplation o f  public benefits than 

o f  perfonal fervices. I ihall be ever ready to ac

know ledge great merit in the M inifter o f  E n g 

land, great merit in the prefent adminiftration o f  

Ireland, retaining always a profound and confti- 

tutional refpedt for the dignity o f  this country, 

and a recolledtion o f  that public fpirit which has 

prompted three millions o f  men to exert more 

than human fortitude, and more than human 

difcretion.

M r. P o k s o n b y  fpoke next for the refolu- 

tions.

Sir H e n r y  H a r t s t o n g u e  expreiTed his ap 

probation o f  the refolutions, and faid, he m uil 

profefs him felf a courtier upon this occafion.

M r. B u r g h . A fte r  the very handfome and 

very able manner, in w hich fome o f  the 

m oil diil-inguiihed charadters o f  this, or perhaps 

any other country, have teftified their approba

tion o f what has been done, I ihould think it 

utterly unnecefiary for mte to fay any thing u p 

on the fubjedl, i f  I did not apprehend, that

filence
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filence itfelf might feem to fpeak; might be 

thought to intimate a difference o f  opinion from 

thofe gentlemen who have gone before me, in 

whofe fentiments I moil heartily concur.

I have never, in public or in private life, had 

a wiih in which my heart was more ardently en

gaged, than in that o f  eilabliihing t h e  trade of 

Ireland. T h at being accomplilhed, the next 

great objeft is to fecure the peace o f  Ireland.

T h is  country, Sir, is now in that ftate in 

which V irg il defcribes the huibandmen, happy 

indeed i f  they but know their happinefs. No.- 

thing can defeat our profperity, but our being 

infenfible o f  the bleifings we enjoy. I f  a fpirit 

o f  fa&ion or dilcontent ihould creep abroad, a 

free trade is given in vain ; there is an end o f  

that induftry, which alone can make it profita

ble : the infancy o f  commerce muft be nurfed 

in the lap o f  peace.

Sir, I fay this, hoping that people without 

doors will pay fome little attention to the voice 

o f  a man, that I think they are affured is their 

friend. I have promifed to fcrutinize thofe pro- 

pofitions with a jealous eye : I have done fo -, I
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have íifted them to the bottom ; I  think them
fatisfaitory.

I  would not however be underftood to fay, 

that every thing that is to be done is included 

in thofe refolutions. I agree that there areTomé 

articles omitted, which have been particularized 

b y  m y honourable friend on the fecorid bench* 

I  m ay add one to thofe that he has mentioned i 

F u lle r ’s earth. A n d  perhaps I m ight enume

rate a few other initanCes, but from  the lan

gu age  that accompanied the- introdu&ion' o f  

thofe refolutions in another place, I am fa- 

tisfied that thefe omiffions are to  b e ’ imputed 

to  error, and not to intention. W h e n  they 

ihall be ftated by the Mirtifter o f  this Country, 

I  am perfuaded they will be reâified. I confi- 

der m yfelf  therefore as g iv in g  niy approbation 

to an entire plan, (fuppofing it to be com plete, 

as I m ake no doubt it w ill be) o f  which thefe 

refolutions are no more than the outline. A n d  

how , Sir, as almoft every body has faid fome- 

thing on the fubje£t o f  gratitude, let me call 

gentlemen’s attention to one objeft o f  it, that 

I am certain is in every man’s breaft : it now 

appears, that our m oft gracious Sovereign has 

turned his thoughts, not in vain, to the dif-
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trefles o f  his faithful fubje&s o f  this king
dom.

Sir, I am as willing as any man to give cre

dit to the Britiih Minifter ; I am perfuaded he 

deferves it. But let us not make' enemies o f  

any body o f  men ; let us not give partial praifes, 

which amount to partial cenfure. W e  owe thefe 

benefits to his M ajefty ; to his Majefty’s Minif- 

ters; to the Parliament o f  England, to the 

people o f  England ; to the Parliament o f  Ire

land---------- to the people o f  Ireland.

I muft not, Sir, pafs over in illence another 

objeft o f  our gratitude, to whom great praife is 

certainly due : I think, I may declare without a 

breach o f  confidence, that I have feen repre- 

fentations fent over to England, under the 

hand o f  our chief Governor, that almoft de- 

ferved to be called remonftrances, on behalf o f  

Ireland. Sir, I think m yfelf bound in juftice, 
to give his Excellency this praife, becaufe I had 

a particular opportunity o f  knowing, that he 

deferves it. I am in a fituation, in which I may 

praife him thus far without meannefs ; it is the 

teftimony o f  a man, who never wiihes to be
obliged to him,
é

If,
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If, Sir, the people o f  this k ingd om  ihall view 

thefe benefits in their true light ; i f  they w ill al

low  themfelves, with peace and induftry to en

jo y  thofe advantages, this will be a happy coun

try indeed. L e t  us not, at leaft for the prefent, 

bufy ourfelves with mere points o f  fpeculation, 

with dormant claims that may never be revived. 

L e t  us, Sir, be wife enough to refled , that as we 

grow  in ilrength and opulence, our conftitution 

m u d  invigorate o f  itfelf. T h e  chimerical idea 

o f  binding us by foreign laws w ill drop b y  its 

own weaknefs. Sir, this k ingdom  has lately 

been very emphatically called “  Y o u n g  Ireland.”  

L e t  our young Ireland be like yo u n g  H ercu les; 

L e t  her content herfelf during her infancy with 

itrangling thofe ferpents that threaten her exift- 

ence, it is time enough to think o f  encountering 

the chimaera.

M r . F l o o d . I have liftened thus long, Sir, 

to hear whether any perfon rofe to exprefs any 

thing like diffatisfaftion, determined, i f  any body 

had, to endeavour to remove it to the beft o f  m y 

power. I need not fay that nothing o f  that fort 

has been exprelTed, and therefore I ihould not 

rife now, i f  fo m any gentlemen in every partia l*  

lar fuperiour to me had not done fo without oc- 

cafion, as I am obliged to do alfo. Indeed, Sir,

I am
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I am led to it by two things that have happened ; 

one on the one fide o f  the Water, and one on the 

other; that is to fay, by the conduct o f  a great 

body o f  men in England, who have often iuf- 

tained the character o f  friends to this country', 

and to all the connexions o f  Great Britain, but 

who upon this occafion, feem a little to have de- 

ferted the caufe o f  this country. I will not call 

it an unhappy country notwithftanding, flickered 

as it is, under the favour and juftice o f  its Sove

reign» proteéled by the integrity o f  its miniilers, 

fupported by the wifdom o f  the Britiih Parlia

ment, founded upon the broad bafis at home o f  

pdpular virtue -, that virtue ju ftly  reprefented by 

the integrity o f  this Houfe, and defended by men 
armed in the caufe o f  their K in g  and Country» 

and who, I am perfuaded, never once thought 

o f  ufing thofe arms in any other caufe, but a* 

gainft a foreign enemy. T h a t  defperate mini- 

fters by iniquity and oppreflion, could not have 

roufed a great, a magnanimous nation to refift- 
ance, I will not fay, but nothing was before me 

to make me think that we were verging to fuch 

extremities. W e  have feen the fetters o f  our 

commerce for fome years falling off gradually. 

In L ord  H arcourt’s adminiftration, many have 

been taken o ff ;  our fiiheries were extended; a 

bounty was given in England upon flax-feed im

ported
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p orted  into this kingdom , and we were encou

raged in exporting cloths and accoutrements for 

the army in our ferviee abroad. In the lait fef- 

fion o f  parliament you obtained many further 

advantages in the trade to A frica j and the W e ft  

Indies. W oollen , cotton, coals, glafs, hops, and 

gun powder only were excepted -, I think except 

coals and gun powder, you may confider thefe as 

now obtained. T h e  M inifter has expreiïèd him- 

fe lf  pofitively with regard to glafs j he has ex- 

preiièd him felf pofitively with regard to hops-, 

he has concluded with faying, it there is any 

thing more any man can name that Ireland can 

defire, that is not an immediate, and eflential in

ju ry  to G reat Britain, that Ireland fhall have that 

alfo. B u t, Sir, it is not merely the ikeleton o f  

thefe refolutions to which I advert, it is the great 

and noble principles upon which they are 

founded. T h e  M iniiter o f  G reat Britain, in the 

face o f  the Parliament o f  Great Britain, in the 

faire o f  the clamour o f  the manufacturers o f  

Great Britain, in the face o f  the interefted preju

dices that have been eftabliihed for above a cen

tury in that country, he has dared to tell them, 

and that man is a great miniiter who dares to 

tell great truths to a great nation -, it is the true 

charafter o f  a great minifter to do fo -, he dared 

to tell that great people, that Ireland had a right
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to an unlimited trade with all foreign countries ; 

what Irifhman could have exprefied himfelf in 

larger terms ? I will pay every compliment that 

is due to minifters, though under no particular 

obligation to them; but I will flatter no man with 

underftating the pretenfions o f  this country. 

W h at is a free trade ? I was one o f  the firft, and 

the moil decided in ufing the term: It is a trade 

to all the countries in the world, fubjedl only to 

the reilraint o f  your own legiflature, or that o f  

the country with which you trade ; confequently 

in Britain, and the Britilh Colonies, fubjett to the 

reilridtions o f  the legiflature o f  Great Britain. 

T h is  is a principle as clear as that fun which I 

hope ihines on our reviving Empire, and as 

wide as the univerfe itfelf, i f  the univerfe were 

wider than it is ; it was in that fenfe I ufed it, ̂ *. * *  ̂ ..tv* ». V» : c *  * ' *
and in that fenfe it is in effedl admitted and ob- 

rained. I mentioned, Sir, that a circumftance 

on this fide o f  the water made me think it ne-
1 .III* ' « ». i I I U  • j f .. i - k L  . *• *»

cçfiary to fay one word, and that was, Sir, the 

ungenerous, and miftaken reception that feemed 

to have circulated for twenty-four hours about 

this metropolis, which required to be corre&ed, 

and it flands now corredled. It is the bufinefs
* ■ 

o f  this H oufe to favour the rights, and to correil 

the prejudices o f  the people. T h is  H oufe has 

flood a monument o f  mighty virtue. N o  aflfem-

!G  ; bly
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bly o f  men that I have ever read of, have ever 

appeared with more majefty, becaufe none with 

more reftitude. T h e  voice o f  this H ou fe  has 

been truly the voice o f  the nation -, not o f  this 

man, or that man, however refpéítable ; there 

was not qne man, or one fet o f  men in this 

country, that could have made, or unmade that 

w hich you have done -, it was the voice o f  the 

nation, it was the voice o f  the people. Y o u  have 

been treated as that conduót deferved* not as 

mercenary individuals, but the nation o f  Great 

Britain has fpoken to the nation o f  Ireland, and 

it has fpoken fatisfaftorily. T h a n k  G o d  it has ! 

M y  heart is fu ll o f  the fubjeft, and i f  I were not 

fenfible how m uch too m uch I have trefpaffed 

Upon you  already, I ihould endeavour to fay 

fomething more ; I ihould, amidit all the calami

ties that impend over this natron ; I ihould con

gratulate you, that you have a K in g  w ho has 

effeôtually interpofed in favour o f  this Country, 

that you have á M inifter that has dared to ftate 

a truth as bold as any minifter has fpoken to the 

people o f  England. I remember a great mini

fter, now in his grave, who was often depreciated 

while he lived, though we wifh for him now that 

he is dead. H e faid, he never heard any man 

b u t Sir John Bernard fpeak difpaffionately o f  the 

trade o f  thefe countries, and he has known him

when
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when he fpoke o f  our claims, to be thought al- 

moft a madman, when he fpoke o f  what that mi- 

nifter thought to be oracles o f  truth. Minifters 

are obliged often to g ive  way to the interefted 

thoufands that fwarm about them, and are driven 

from  the great principles b y  which nations 

o u gh t to be governed. O ne o f  the greateft caules 

o f  the misfortunes that have happened to great 

nations is, that they have not had minifters who 

w ould adopt liberal, avowed, noble fyftems -, who 

would appeal to the convi& ion o f  the people, 

and govern by the good w ill, and b y  the conft 

dence o f  the governed. A t  the fame time, that 

1 ju ft ly  pay, am ong his M ajefty ’s minifters, the 

principal tribute on this fu b jeft  to that M inifter 

who holds the firft ftatiop in the Britifh cabinet ; 

w ho m oved thefe refolutions, and who anticipa

ted an objection that m igh t be made b y  narrow 

minds only to condemn it, namely, that the 

E n g liih  bounties on linen m ight be tarien off, as 

what has been called the com p aft about woollens 

was given u p — do not dream o f  fuch a thing, 

faid the noble L o rd  -, the people o f  Ireland have 

a right to a continuance of the participation o f  

that bounty. I beg pardon for having diver

ged  into this circum ftance -, but as a m ark o f  

liberal fentiment, it deferves commemoration 

though I have, I fay, paid the principal honour to

G  2  h i m >
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him, amongft his M ajefty’s minifters on this 

fubjeift, I do not by any means wifh to 

pafs over many great and deferving men in 

the adminiftration o f  England, or amongft the 

principal peers and commons o f  E ngland ; one 

o f  the minifters, a native o f  this country, who 

profefied that he took employment upon condi

tion that this country Ihould be relieved, cannot 

be forgotten;-— here give me leave alfo to pay a 

tribute o f  private friendihip.' In the ranks o f  

oppoiition (lands an honourable gentleman, who 

b y  honour, by ability, by many focial and 

p u blic  virtues, is loved and efteemed by thofe 

who kn ow  him : H is  words in the E ngliili 

Parliam ent, as reprefented in the papers fent 

over here, have been fo reprefented as to 

difpleafe fome o f  his beft wiihers, and beft 

friends. I think it an aft  o f  friendihip to fay, 

that he has contradi&ed them, and has begged his 

friends to fay, thofe fentiments have not fallen 

from  his lips. I feel m yfelf  involved in a m ul

tiplicity o f  things, and fearful o f  trefpafling 

upon you ; yet I will not take m y leave with

ou t faying one word, one valedictory word to 

the Volunteer Corps o f  this kingdom . W h en  

the veiTel o f  the ftate was driving before the 

wind, when the defence o f  it was avowedly left 

to itfelf, inftead o f  ftooping under a mean def- 

pohdency, they covered the country with mili-

tary
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tary bodies, felf arrayed, felf accoutred, felf 

paid— paid by the dignified reflection upon their 

own virtue, and by the anticipated veneration o f  

an applauding pofterity. T h e  fober energy o f  

their military ardour exhibited a fpeftacle which 

Lycu rgu s, amidft the feverity o f  Sparta, might 

hâve fmiled to look on. Forty thoufand men 

have afiembled cafually to every neighbouring 

ftandard -, and yet in a country once blemiíhed' 
by levity and riot, from the Eaft to the W eft, and 

from the Southern to the Northern boundary 

o f  it, you have not heard the accent o f  riot, 

■fym'idft all this civil and military virtue— amidft: 

all this integrity in the reprefentatives, and in 

the body o f  the people, what have you to fear ? 

It is impoflible but you muft fucceed in every 

thing that is right, and in every thing that is 

moderate ; — and nothing that is wrong, and no

thing that is immoderate can dwell within your 
breafts.

M r. P a r n a l l . T h e  higheft compliment I 

can pay to Englifh government, is to fay that 

their preiênt conduft is the reverfe o f  their fo r 

mer. I hope their conduct may be ominous for 

thé good o f  the whole empire. T h e  proof they 

have given o f  their juftice and integrity in this 

inftance, will be o f  more fervice to them in their 

future negotiations with America, than any thing

they
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they can derive from the difappointed efforts o f  

their unfortunate army.

M r. F l o o d .  Juft as I fat down, I recolleft- 

ed I had been gu ilty  o f  a great omiifion j 1 had 

paid a due compliment to m y fovereign, 1 did 

not pay a compliment due to his reprelentative : 

that, amongft many other things, elcaped m y 

memory.

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l . I rife to return thanks, 

not only to perfons who have received p articu 

lar compliments from  men, the ableft in this, 

or  any part o f  the Britiih empire, but to return 

m y thanks to gentlemen who have diftinguiihed 

themfelves in c o n f lu e n c e  o f  a converlation I 

had the honour to promote on a former day. 

W h ilf t  we are lookin g upon what has been done, 

let us confider whether fome advantage may not 

be derived from what we are doing. I confider 

thefe refolutions, as refolutions in aid o f  o u r  

friends in Great Britain. It is impofiible for 

our friends on the other fide o f  the water to re

cede ; becaufe they know now to a demonftrati- 

on, that they are acceptable to the people in 

Ireland. W e  have now put the great feal o f  the 

people to fanftify  what has been done. L e t  me 

mention one word more ; I think it will be o f

ufe : there are a fet o f  gentlemen in another
country,
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country, individually very relpectable, loved and 

honoured in this country, admired all over E u

rope, much further. I fear, for the firft time, 

they have brought their characters in this coun

try into hazard. L e t  them ihew what they 

meant by that filence ; let them ihew that they 

wiih to fee every thing done for Ireland ; leç 

them from this day ihew not a difientient voice 

in Great Britain ; then, Sir, the very refpeitable 

gentlemen in this country, who pay a tribute to 

private friendihip, will have an opportunity in 

the fame language, to applaud their conduit. 

I f  they fhall perfevere, i f  they ihall mark their 

difcontent by a conduit inimical to this coun

try, let them beware o f  their vengeance: let 

them beware o f  the vengeance o f  Heaven.

I have been fortunate enough to forefee, (for 

I am no prophet) that Great Britain would, and 

muft do, becaufe it ought, what it has been do

ing. I have, and I am fure it will not be an un- 

pleafant circumftance to the recollection o f  a fin- 

cere friend o f  mine ; I have long fince faid, 

•when thofe Volunteers were in their infancy, 

they would be one time or other the falvation o f  

this country. I know not whether what pro

ceeded from me had the efFeít I wifhed it to 

have. I have lived to fee this great truth eftab- 

liihed, that Great Britain has done every thing
we
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we thought it ought t o d o ;  that the Volunteers, 

as far as they have gone, have been the falvation 

o f  this country. L et me defcend from  the de

gree o f  grandeur this debate has been carried on 

with, to offer a piece o f  advice : to what pur- 

pofe is it, that men fpeak fentiments in this 

H o u fe  equal to any o f  the ableft orators, i f  that 

voice is to be conveyed contaminated, mifrepre- 

fented and abufed ? i f  it be in the power o f  any 

man to convey thefe fentiments, he w ill deferve 

ten-fold penalty, i f  the fentiments fhall come 

diftorted, or mifreprefented either to the p u blic  

o f  this country, or any other. It is o f  great 

value that your fentiments ihould be faithfully  

reprefented, becaufe they have been honourably 

cxpreffed. I f  the debate o f  this day ihould be 

fo  foully belied as I have feen m any, it cannot be 

done but by the emiflary hireling o f  the com 

m on enemy, hired to mifreprefent our fenti

ments in this country. I love the prefs ; I al

ways ftood up for it. I hope it will be under- 

ftood that the mifreprefentation o f  this debate 

ihall call for parliamentary cenfure, i f  ever it 

{hall be called for.

M r. G e o r g e  P o n s o n b y  then fpoke ; and M r. 

F l o o d  faid a few words in anfwer to him : to 

which M r. G e o r g e  P o n s o n b y  replied. T h e  fé

cond refolution then paffed, nem. con.
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P R O C E E D I N G S

I N T  H E

H O U S E  of L O R D S ,

Tuefday 2 1 f t  o f  December, on L o rd  S h a n n o n ’ s

Motions.

J L l> O R D  S H A N N O N ,  after a fhort pre

face, moved the H oufe to agree to the two 

following Refolutions :

Refolved, T h a t  the exportation from this 

kingdom  o f  its woollen and other manufactures, 

to all foreign places, will materially tend to 

relieve its diftrefies, encreafe its wealth, promote 

its profperity, and thereby advance the welfare 

o f  Great Britain, and the common ftrength, 

wealth and commerce o f  the Britifh empire.

Refolved, T h a t  a liberty for this kingdom to 

trade with the Britiih Colonies in America, the

H  W eft



W e ft  Indies, and the Britiih Settlements on 
the coaft o f  A fr ic a ,  in like  manner as trade is 

carried on between Great Britain and the faid 

Colonies and Settlements, will be productive o f  

very  great com m ercial benefits, w ill  be a m oft 

affectionate m ark o f  the regard and attention o f  

G reat Britain to our diltreifes, and w ill g iv e  

new v ig o u r  to the zeal o f  his M ajefty ’s brave 

and loyal people o f  Ireland, to ftand forward in 

fupport o f  his M ajefty ’s perfon and governm ent, 

and the intereft, the honour, and the d ignity 

o f  the Britiih empire.

T h e  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  C a s h e l l . H a v in g  

very lately expreifed m y fentiments upon a fub- 

jeCt fimilar to that now under confideration, I 

fhall trouble your L o rd ih ip s  with a few words 

only, on the preient occafion.

A n y  man w ho know s the commercial ftate 

o f  this country, m uft have often lamented and 

condemned thofe cruel reftriCtions, w hich  igno

rance fuggefted, and prejudice impofed upon the 

induftry and the ingenuity o f  this country ; re- 

ftridtions which have almoft rendered defolation 

familiar to us. T h e  Genius o f  T ra d e  fickened 

under their baneful influence ; and the arm o f

Induftry
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Induftry grew weak through difufe. B ut the 

memorable day is at length come, when we have 

obtained in the E nglifh  Minifter (Lord North) 

an advocate as able as he is ju ft, and as wife as 

he is generous. H e  has ftood forth an advocate 

for the diftreifed ; an ;1 as juftice, reafon and li
berality were his theme, when he pleaded the 

caufe o f  this country, we found (what we might 

have expetted) a friend in every man, whom 

prejudice had not marked for her own. I f  

juftice as well as favour had been delayed, we 

ihould remember, that infurmountable difficul

ties often retard the execution o f  fchemes, which 

in themfelves are obviouily right. T h e  private 

intereft o f  fome men, and the prejudices o f  

many, too often obftruft the way. N o r  is it 

always in the power o f  a Minifter to defeat the 

meannefs o f  the one, or to conquer the obfti- 

nacy o f  the orûer. B ut in the prefent inftance, 

the propofitions o f  the E ngliih  Minifter were 

received by the Commons o f  Great Britain, 

with a concurrence fuited to their juftice, and 

to our merits ; a concurrence which is as ho

nourable, and will be as advantageous to them, 

as it is beneficial and grateful to this nation. 

A  concurrence which will give to this country 

every thing which poverty can defire, loyalty 

deferve, and liberality beftow. A  concurrence

H  2 which
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which m uft remove every ihade o f  diifatisfattion, 

and eilabliih the m oil perfect union and harmo

ny between G reat Britain and Ireland. A  har

m ony w hich ( i f  im proved) will be the bails o f  

our m utual ilrength, wealth, and happinefs.

B u t to preferve this harmony, we m u il re

probate the con d u ft o f  thofe who would diffufe 

through this kingdom  jealoufy and difcontent, 

in the m om ent when public fafety and public 

gratitude require unanimity and vigour.

W h ile  the heads and the hands o f  G reat 

Britain and Ireland co-operate, our fituati- 

on cannot be defperate. B u t i f  we would 

be fafe, we m u il be upon oiir guard, as well 

againft d om eilick  enemies, w ho w ould fow dif- 

fatisfaélion in our minds, as againil foreign foes, 

.who would invade our property.

I f  we wiih to promote either the particular 

intereft o f  our own country, or the general 

welfare o f  the Britiih empire -, i f  we wiih to 

g ive  efficacy to the councils o f  thofe who plan, 

or vigour to the arms o f  thofe who execute for  

the fafety o f  the ilate, unanimity ihould be the 

p ro o f o f  our fincerity : A n d  our only conteil 

from  this moment ihould be to promote, as far

as



as we are able, the honour, the glory, and the 

welfare o f  his M ajefty’s dominions in general.

For this purpofe our wiilies and our wants 

ihould no more be concealed from Great Bri

tain than from ourfelves. But the fenfe o f  

the nation ihould be fpoken by the Parliament 

o f  the nation, and not by fa&ious and defign- 
ing men.

A n d  that as the refolutions, which have been 

moved, contain every thing which is necefiary to 

gratify our wiihes, and to fupply our wants— to 

remove jealoufy and eftabliih confidence between 

Great Britain and Ireland— to excite our induf

try— to promote our commerce— and to diffufe 

through this nation wealth and happinefs, they 

have m y hearty concurrence.

L o r d  I r n h a m . E very  praife is due to the 

Britiih Minifter, and the chief Governor o f  

this kingdom j but the perfons itiled the oppo- 

fition, in another country, have deferted us ; 

and ihewed, that their enmity to the Minifter 

was alone the motive o f  their adlions, for they 

have denied their fupport to this country when 

moft wanted. H ow ever, as the prefent refolu

tions are merely g iving an opinion o f  our fenfe

o f
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o f  what is doing for us, and not praifing mi

nifters, or thanking them, they have m y con

currence.

L o r d  D y s a r t . T h e  addrefs o f  the firft: 

day o f  the feffion w ould be imperfedt b u t for  

thefe refolutions ; and the natural enemies o f  

thefe kingdom s w ill be appalled, when they 

hear the unanimity and loyalty o f  the Irifh 

Parliament.

L o r d  A n n a l y . T h a n k s  are due, firft to  

Providence, in the fécond place, to ourfelves, 

and laftly, to  our gracious Sovereign, who had 

bent his royal ear to the voice o f  his faithful 

people. T h e  people o f  E ngland are likewife 

entitled to our thanks, in that they have con

curred w ith us ; and though the con d u it o f  our 

fitter nation has lately been illiberal, in regard to 

us, yet their prejudices feem to be difolving, 

and we are not to forget, that we have long 

fince been under fingular obligations to thato o
kin gd om  ; they firft refcued us from  barbarity, 

and next, delivered us from popery and arbitra

ry power ; for, on that very chair, (pointing to 

the throne) a pageant o f  a M onarch, an abdi

cated bigot, fat, and with one dafli o f  a pen at

tainted moft o f  your L o rd fh ip ’s aneeftors -, fo

that
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that it is to England, and its deliverer, you 

owe your feats in this houfe ; and i f  Britain, 

fince that time, has not behaved with all that 

affeition we could wifli, lhe has now done it 

away, and all jealoufies and animofities inuit be 
buried in oblivion.

T h e  E a r l  o f  B e l l a m o n t . T h e  merit o f  

our prefent emancipation, is principally to be al'- 

cribed to the father o f  his people.

H e  then made fome very fevere obfervations 

on the conduit o f  the perfons ftiled the oppofi- 

tion in England, many o f  them he faid, he 

knew, and refpeited in their private capacity, but 

in their public one, they merited not the confi

dence either o f  the people o f  this kingdom  or 

the other : their only view and foie aim bein°-
D

merely to cry down the miniftry, in order to get 

into their places ; meafures indeed was the pre

tence o f  their oppofition, but it was evident the 

removal o f  the men alone was their objeit. I f  

(continued his Lordihip) the public papers have 

rightly informed me, their late conduit in the 

H ou le  ot Commons, when the affairs o f  this 

kingdom  came on, deferves the fevered repro

bation and contempt -, while they thought the 

Minifter did not mean to go into the bufinefs o f

Ireland,
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Ireland, they called loudly for  cenfure againft 

him, for  not doing it-, but when they found him 

fincerely inclined to enter upon this bufinefsr  

they forfook us, and bafely feceded. N o  future 

condudt o f  theirs, can do away this, not even i f  

they ihould crouch to us for favour and confi

dence, though like ferpents they ihould l ic k  the 

duft, we are bound to fpurn the reptiles from  

our feet !

L o r d  F a r n h a m . T h e fe  refolutions have my 

hearty concurrence. I have for many years 

taken an a& ive part in the affairs o f  this k in g 

dom , but never expeóted they w ould  have taken 

the favourable turn they have now ; I never ex

pected to live to fee this happy d?y, when the 

name o f  E ngliihm an and Iriihman ihall no 

longer be diftinguiihed -, we are em barked in 

one bottom , and our voyage m uft be alike pro

fitable or unfuccefsful ; and though fome lo w 

ering clouds and gathering ftorms may now 

threaten us, i f  we are unanimous, we muft fafe- 

]y arrive into port. E nglan d and Ireland united, 

can never be fubdued. I thank G o d , I have 

lived to fee the day, when the M inifter o f  Bri

tain advances towards us, the meffenger o f  our 

K in g ,  with the Scales o f  Juftice in one hand, 

and the Cornu C op ia  o f  L iberality  in the other.

L ord
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L o r d  M o u n t m o r r e s . M y  Lords, when firft 

it was intimated to me, that refolutions were to 

be propofed in Parliament, in confequence o f  

the proceedings relative to our trade in the 

Englifh  legiílature, I was againil that meafure, 

becaufe I was aware o f  the extreme difficulty o f  

framing them ; but I have fince changed m y 

mind, in confequence o f  the complexion o f  the 

public prints laft M onday, alluded to by the 

learned lord who fpoke laft; I ihall therefore 

begin now with an aphorifm, with which I con

cluded my fpeech when laft I had the honour o f  

addrefiing m yfelf to your lordihips, and which, 

it feems, was not heard below the bar, T h a t  I 

did not think it the part o f  an inconfiftent man, 

to  vary his opinion, as the pilot does the navi

gation o f  his velTel, according to the tempeft 

and fituation o f  the ftate.

T h e  learned Lord has alluded to the various 

obligations we have been under to England 

from time to time, and more particularly at the 

Revolution. I f  it was neceiiary or expedient to 

thank them now, precedents are not wanting, 

your Lordihips anceftors, in 1692, returned 

thanks by letter to the two Houfes o f  the E n g 

lifh Parliament, for refcuing this country from 

popery and arbitrary fway-, but thefe propofi- 

tions o f  the noble Earl do not want precedents,

I - for



for they reft upon their own merits, and are a 

far more dignified proceeding.

T h efe  propofitions, i f  carried into effeft, w ill 

afiift the intentions o f  our friends in E n glan d ; 

they will make our condutt appear in the m oft 

refpedtable light ; co-operating and vying with 

the Parliam ent o f  England, in g iv in g  life, v i 

gour, and efficacy to the requifition o f  a Free 

T r a d e ;  m aking that propofition p r a t i c a b l e ;  

realizing and carrying into effeét a great truth, 

for the benefit and advantage o f  this country.

I am well pleafed, m y L ord s, that Parliament 

have taken this matter into their confideration ; 

i f  they made ufe o f  an indefinite expreffion at 

the com m encem ent o f  this feiTion, they are now 

called upon to define it, otherwife the ill-inten

tioned to this country m ay put us in the w rong; 

licentious tribunes m ay put their own conftruc- 

tion upon it ; they m ay p u t their veto upon 

meafures evidently calculated for the benefit o f  

Ireland. I f  they fucceed in this, things may 

be thrown into anarchy and confufion, and the 

next thing they may propofe, perhaps, will be

- an Agrarian la w ; Parliament are therefore called 

upon to be explicit, and to take the lead ; and 

this meafure is ftill wanting, to round and to 

accom pliih their proceedings.

W ith
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W ith regard to the propoiitions themfelves, 

indenting with, and corroborating the refolu rions 

propofed in the Britiih Parliament, I conceh e 

the firft to give us freedom o f  trade in the ful- 

left fenfe (for I will not differ about trifles, the 

efientials are given up). T h e  ports o f  this 

country are now open, manufaftures o f  the 

growth and product o f  this country may foon 

be carried to the remoteft parts o f  the earth, as 

far as winds can waft, or fails can carry them -, 

our trade is as free as that o f  the freeft nations ; 

for England and H olland have their monopo

lies and their Eaft India companies, i'ubjtçt to 

no regulations but what we ourfelves, or the 

nations in amity with Great Britain may impoie 

upon them. T h u s the claim o f  right is iatis- 

fied, and juftice at length is done to this coun

t y -  , -

B y the fécond, my Lords, a treaty o f  the 

moft friendly nature is held forth by Great Bri

tain, a trade with her Colonies upon equal terms 

with herfelf ; a commerce is offered to you with 

all the dignity o f  com pait and negotiation, a 

treaty o f  equal with equal, and friend with friend. 

A n d  here, my Lords, though 1 do not intend 

to go out o f  my own province, thus much I will 

fay, that i f  the principal produce o f  the W eft 

India iflands, that o f  fugar, will come dearer to

I 2 us,
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us, when die duties are equalized upon direét
r *\ f 4 % * . . y , f *, f1 t # 99 • ’

importation, than through the circuitous im 

portation through E ngland ; yet I fubmit it to 

the abld and intelligent, whether the back car

riage w ill not m ake us amends? whether our 

fhips going and returning with merchandife, 

inftead o f  returning em pty, as they do at pre- 

fertt, will not remedy that inconvenience ? if, 

m y L o rd s, thefe propofitions pafled into a law 

will not amount to a Free T ra d e , fatisfying our 

claim o f  right, and exceeding our demands, fure 

I am T kn ow  not what w ill;  let fophifts define 

what a F ree  T ra d e  is, for plain and ordinary 

men are unequal to the talk.

So m uch has already been faid on a former 

occafion, o f  our particular obligations for the ad

vantages which open to our view, that 1 ihould 

gladly  pafs that fubjedt b y  for the prelent ; 

fomething I m uft fay, however, though not 

much.

In the firft place, then, I conceive we are 

indebted to ourfelves. E v e r y  man in private 

life is his beft friend or worft foe ; the fame 

principle is applicable to the public. Nations, 

like  individuals, are the principal fabricators o f  

their own fortunes. T o  talk, however, m y 

L o rd s , o f  com pulfive neceffity operating upon

the
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the Parliament o f  Great Britain, would be un

worthy and unwife ; unworthy------ becaufe we

ihould fpeak vauntingly o f  pur own prowefs i 

unwife— becaufe i f  force has gained us thefe 

advantages, the fame principle may operate 

againft their continuance, i f  in the vicifiifu.de 

o f  human affairs Great Britain ihould regain her 

wonted afcendant ; whereas, founded on the 

claims o f  right and equity, they will be lafting; 

their duration will be commealurate to the prin

ciple from which they flow, and endure and be 
perpetuated to this country.

I  adhere to the opinion o f  a former day, that 

we are indebted to a noble Marquis and his 

friends, for opening our caufe. I will not be

lieve what I fee in the pubiic prints, from what 

I daily obferve here ; the eloquence which one 

day charms your ears, is -reprefented to your 

eyes the next as mutilated nonfenfe. I cannot 

fuppofe that able men, candidates for that power 

and office to which their rank and abilities may 

lead them, will unwifely forego the fruits o f  a 

well-earned popularity, by either oppofition or 

tame acquiefcence to meafures originating from 

themfelves, and thereby lofe the affections o f  

three millions o f  their fellow fubjefts.
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I freely acknowledge, m y L o rd s, that I think 

we are indebted to the noble L o r d ,  the leader 

o f  adminiftration, though I (till think earlier 

relief m ight have been given to this country, at 

the clofe o f  the laft feffion o f  Parliament * but 

the late merit o f  the M inifter has done away 

that confederation, for i f  the proportions them- 

ielves gave a free trade, the mode o f  introduc

ing them fecures and entails them upon this 

country ; they were not founded on the fandy 

foundation o f  expedient or neceffity, but upon 

the folid rock  o f  equity and juftice.

M y  L o rd s , I do not mean to pronounce a 

panegyric, but to render fevere juitice. I will 

not compare him to a Xim enes or a Chatham  ; 

I will not profane the tombs o f  the dead to raife 

up flattering altars to the living. I m u ll ftop here, 

though I will not go  farther, or enter into a 

detail o f  Am erican affairs, left it ihould appear 

invidious, and intended as an abatement and 

draw -back o f  acknow ledged merit. I fpeak as 

a member o f  the Iriih Parliament ; his merit 

with regard to us is finiihed and complete.

M y  L o rd s , it is recorded o f  one o f  the great 

miniiters that I alluded to, (cardinal Ximenes) 

that when Ferdinand the Catholic had pafied a 

grant o f  the filk works at Grenada, founded in

m onopoly,



monopoly, vexation and injuftice, and when it 

was brought to him to ratify, he took it in his 

hands and tore it to pieces, in the prefence o f  
the whole court, but made fuch a itrong repre- 

fentation againil it as at once gained him the 

approbation o f  his prince, and endeared him to 

the people. T h e  hiitorian o f  his life further 
tells you, that the friends o f  their country, ga

thered up the torn fragments, and depofited 

them among the archives o f  the kingdom at 

Alcala, where they remain to this day, a

laiting monument o f  his firmnefs and iflexible 
integrity.

W hen pofterity lhall read thofe laws, my 

Lords, which fo long have kept this country in 

commercial fubjedtion and fervility, let thofe 

cancelled and abrogated laws remain upon the 

code, but let them remain there as a monument 
o f  the conduct o f  the miniiter, who has dif- 

fipated the prejudices o f  a centu ry, let the 

fame ju ilice  be done to that Miniiter who firit 

told great truths to a great people, and who 

dared to appeal from the prejudices o f  his coun

trymen, and from the mortals that periíh, to 

that juftice which is eternal, and to that truth 
which never dies.
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T h e  D ih ce  o f  L e i n s t e r . W h e n  I mention

ed to your L ordihips the con d u it o f  the noble 

E arl lately come into high office in another 

country, a near relation o f  m y own -, when I 

fpoke o f  his intentions, I Was apprehenfive o f  

w hat I knew  to be his darling fcheme— the idea 

o f  an U nion  with G reat Britain. I confider 

that meafure as deftru£tive to this city and to 

this country, and I íháll' ever oppofe it, let who 

w ill  adopt i f ;  but now that thefe propofitions 

are not embarráíTed with that condition, and it 

feems out o f  the quéftion entirely, I liiuft do 

juftice  to his declarations, I believe them fair 

and honourable to this country.

M y  L o rd s, I fupported the motion for a free 

trade at the beginning o f  this feffion, and I am 

glad to find the intention o f  the friends o f  this 

country crowned with fuccefs ; I withheld m y 

approbation till there was a certainty o f  fucceed- 

ing, 1 Pnall now give m y confent to the feveral 

proportions, to enable our well-wiftiers in E n g 

land to carry it through, and when thefe pro

pofitions o f  the M inifter are paífed into a law,

I ihall m ove your Lordih ips to agree to an ad- 

drefs to his Majeft'y, for his paternal care and 

attention to our interefts. I ihould be forry 

m y country was unreafonable in its demands or
expectations,



expeditions, and I think i f  thefe propofitions 

pafs into a law, they ought to be content.

í  73 '1

M y  Lords, I cannot help thinking the noble 

Lords who have fpoke lately here, have been 

fevere upon fome friends o f  mine in the oppo

fition in England, who were the firft to propofe 

relief for Ireland, and who deferve better o f  

your Lord/hips.

A  noble D u k e ,  my Lords, a near relation o f  

mine, I have ever refpe<5ted and adored, and 

think his conduft in public moft praile worthy 

and unexceptionble ; another friend o f  mine in 

the Houfe o f  Commons o f  England, has the 

beft wiihes to this country, and I am fure his 

intentions are not lefs fincere in the public caufe, 

than his abilities to defend it are known and 

acknowledged.

T h e  L o r d  C h a n c e l l o r  rofe from  the wool- 

fack and declared, that i f  he had been filent the 

laft day, when bufinefs fimilar to this was m en ti

oned, it was not becaufe it had not his fu ll  ap
probation, b u t that he k n ew  it w ou ld  com e on 

again, when their L o rd fh ip s  ihould  have had 

tim e to turn it in their minds -, that he approved 

o f  the refolutions propofed b y  the noble E arl,

both as an E n gliih m an  and as an Irifhman. H e
K  faid,



faid, that before he came to this k ingd om  he was 

m uch prejudiced in its favour, from  the accounts 

he received o f  it ; but that he really had not 

been fix months here when he found that the 

true intereils and importance o f  this country 

were but ill underftood in E nglan d ; in ihort, 

they knew  nothing about it. T h a t  he exulted 

in the thought that this kingdom  had now form 

ed a real and commercial union with E ngland, 

which m uft have the beft effefts, by lhewing the 

natural enemies o f  thefe kingdom s, that they 

were not to be conquered, becaufe they were 

united in interefcs.— T h a t  on the other fide the 

A tlan tic  it would have the bell effect, by m e w 

ing them that G reat Britain ftill poffeifed libera

lity  o f  fentiment ; that the idea would roufe the 

long-loft affeftions to the parent ftate, and be a 

m otive ftronger than the force o f  arms to bring 

them back to their duty.

L o r d  M o u n t m o r r e s . M y  L o rd s, I am 

afhamed to trefpafs again upon your patience, 

and to raife m y voice again within thoi'e walls. 

M y  Lords, the noble D u k e  has filed an amicable 

bill againft: mè ; I truft the prom pt difcovery o f  

m y intentions, and the ratification o f  my words, 

w ill be as acceptable to the noble D u k e , as they 

are to me when 1 repeat them.

I faid
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I faid that the motions in our favour, originat

ed with a noble M arquis and his connexions in 

the Parliament o f  England ; that I would not be

lieve the mifreprefentations o f  the public prints, 

from my daily oblervations here ; that I could 

not fuppofe wife and able men, candidates for the 

firit offices in the itate, would forego a well-earn

ed popularity, and would by oppofing, or tamely 

acquielcing in meafures tor the relief o f  Ireland, 

-difoblige three millions o f  their fellow fubjedts.

T n e  leauer o f  opposition in England, the 

near kinfman o f  the noble D u k e, is indeed a 
pillar of confidence to his country, ** Par neo"o- 

tiis neque fupra.”  E qual to bufinefs, but not 

above it ; qualified as an able and a practicable 

ftateiman, equal to any ftation which his king 
and country may call him to.

W ith  regard to the honourable gentleman a l

luded to, “  T h e  pride and flower o f  the itate, 
the obferved o f  all obfervers,”  I muft do equal 

juitice to him, and truft that he means well to 

our interefl. T h e  honourable gentleman is pof- 

fefied of every qualification o f  the public man, 

the eloquence of the Rom an orator without his 

timidity. M y  lords, I ihould not follow the 

graveft example, even that o f  the noble Lord 

on the woolfack, in quoting a poet upon a leri-

ous
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ous fubjeét, unlefs it was a poet that adheres to 

hiftorical truth, I mean t»hakeípeare. I wifh to 

fee the honourable gentleman compleat in ever\ 

refpedt -, I  ihould be forry he had that defect 

which Shakefpeare afcribes to Cicero, “  T h a t  

he would ne’er purfue what other men begun.”

W h ile  I do ju ftice  to the authors o f  the 

meafures which are the objects o f  your L o rd - 

ihips approbation, I m uft not forget to  do ju f

t ice  to his M ajefty ’s reprefentative in this coun

try. T h e  claims o f  this country to a freedom 

o f  trade , made formerly by the integrity o f  an 

O rm o n d , and defended by the ability and e lo 

quence  o f  a N ottingham , b u t  in vain, the noble 

L o r d  has reprefented, and with com plete fuc- 

cefs ; to his rep-refentations, or rather remon- 

flran ces in  our behalf, we are m uch indebted. I 

t ru f t  we fh a ll no t be unm indful o f  them — In

g ra t itu d e  is not a plant o f  the grow th or pro- 

du  f t  io n  o f  Ireland.

T h e  refolutions paffed nem. con.
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