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INTRODUCTION.

THE Letters which compofe the following
pages, were meant originally for a public paper ;
and the two firft were inferted in the MorNiNG
Post, early in the month of January. The
Editor of that print having thought. proper to
fupprefs the third, for reafons beft known to him-
felf, the Author offers them, in their prefent
form, to Lord Fitzwilliam, and the Public, whom
they were meant to ferve.

He is fenfible that many inaccuracies and lite-
rary defects muft neceffarily abound in a work
written upon the fpur of the occafion, and under
the preflure of various avocations :—the lapfe of
time likewife, fince fome of them were firft writ.
ten, in many inftances, has rendered the fubjects
that compofe them ftale. All periodical publi-
cations are too evanefcent in their natures, and
generally of too trifling and particular a tendency,
to claim revifion, or merit ; being colleed into
one regular work ; but the author of them feels,
that he muft have appeared to have fhrunk from
the duty of a good citizen, if he had {upprefled
glaring truths, which, though operating againft
the interefts of a few individuals, feemed to him
neceflary to be known and inveftigated, and tend-
ing to general benefit—Thefe are no times for
fqueamifh delicacy,—and the man who looks
tamely on his country’s wrongs, is unworthy of
thename fhe beftows upon him.

A2 If
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if the moft flagrant corruption—if thé moft
barefaced and fcandalous mifapplication of the
public money—if proftitution and venalit/y go
hand in hand for a number of years,—can that
man be called a traducer, who expofes profligacy,
and drags the offenders forth to public notice ?
The PoriTicaL PorTrRATTS, which appear in the
following fheets, though the colouring may ap-
pear high to fome, are, neverthelels, real effigies.
If the painter has been fortunate:enough, to
¢ catch the living manners as they rofe,” the
critic will excufe the incorre@nefs of the dauber,
for the merit of the likenefs, and the connoiffeur
perhaps afford them a corner in his cabinet.

The Fifth and Sixth Letters, which weré writ-
ten on the fubje& of the WaRr, were meant to'be
followed up by others on the fame fubje&, as
affairs abroad, or circumﬂances at home, required
it.—This. was a wide field for argument and fpe-
culation to range through,—and in attempting to
touch a fubje@ of fuch momentous magnitude
as the FrREncu RrvoLurion, and the progrefs
of the prefent unhappy WaRr, the Author, he
hopes, felt as he thould do,—like a man, and the
citizen of a free ftate. The rejection of his Third
Letter, put a ftop to this his original intention ;
and he now, after a hurried and incorreét abridge-
ment of that important fubjedt, in his Fifth and
Sixth Letters, fubmits the whole to the judgment
and feeling of his countrymen, under the fig-
nature of

BOLINGBROKE,
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TO

EARL FITZWILLIAM.

HEEAT TR Rl
. MY LORD,

N O Viceroy ever undertook the government of

‘this country at fo critical a period as the prefent,

nor was there ever fo much amendment and con-
troul hoped for and wanted; in the adminiftration

of it, from any, as is now expeted from your
Lordfhip.

Harrafled by a long and ruinous war, unexam-
pled.in the annals of mankind, the people here, as
well as in Great-Britain, anxioufly expe& its ter-
mination; when they may breathe a little from the
accumulated oppreflions under which they have
groaned, and recover thofe energies which are
nearly exbaufted. Drained of men and money as
this country has been, not only during the Ame-
rican conteft, but in the progrefs of this deftruive
crufade, tho’ lavifh of both, and ready as it has
2 Stiad . : B Cver



ever been “ to ftand and fall with the Britith *
Empire,” the difeafes that it has engendered with-
in, are f{till more feverely felt and impatiently
{uffered than even the fcourge of a foreign war, im-
pofed upon her by a union of interefts, implied by
this tacit compact. Her treafury and her blood
have flowed freely in fupport of her Imperial Con-
federate : but, when ‘the temple of Janus was
clofed, Britain forgot her part of the covenant,
and, in every ftruggle for power, which took place
in the Sifter Kingdom, during thofe foreign trou.
bles, and at every change in her Miniftry, Ireland
was {ure to be the fufferer ;—if we except one
aufpicious period, during the government of the
Duke of Portland, when, by a native exertion of
ftrength fhe fhook off the ‘chains that manacled

her cominerce.

Since that period, my Lord, a party has {prung
up here that has governed with a rod of iron, and
a confederacy has taken place that has monopolized
almoft every place of truft and emolument, from
the Frlt Law Officer of the Crown to the Guager
on the quay of our Cuftom-houfe ;~—while the
people have been opprefled and the treafury ex-

haufted, to fupport a w retched fyflem' of ‘oppref-
fion.

Your coming has beén looked to-like that of
onie who was to regenerate the Iand and cleanfe it

- from its impurities, and the nation expe&s largely

at your hands.—The- reputation you poffefs ot
honou¥
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honour and integrity will be now put to the telt,
and the charaéer you bear for found fenfe and
good difcretion, will be beft illuftrated by the
meafures you adopt.—I entertain no doubt of
cither ; and tho’ perhaps you may, at firft, find it
difficult to remove every vice in the Conftitution,
each effort to refirain the inordinate growth of
corruption, that has of late years become intole-
rable, will haveits effet and in the end prove
fuccefsful, . -

The crafty and concealed meafures which before
the time of Lord Buckingham were thought ne-
ceffary for fecurity, if not for decency, to corrupt
the national reprefentation, were then laid afide as
ufelefs, and a fyftem of venality openly avowed by
the runners of his adminiftration, as the principle
and expedient by which they governed.—Then firft
was heard of that Back-fair influence, which has
fince uniformly ftrove to counteraé the good in-
tentions of the fovereign ;—that bloated incubus
which had lain on the bofom of Royalty and op-
prefled it with its weight ;—the phantom of that
power which, in the days of Lord Chatham, had
crept and lay concealed behind the Throne, and
which, to ufe his emphatic expreflion, ¢ was
greater than the Throne itfelf ;”—a clumly heap
of vague fyftems of exploded controul ;—an in-
flated mafs of Algebraical chimeras, puffed up by
fclf-fufficiency and adapting iuelf to the folving
of every political problem—where vulgar arith-
metic and the learning of the compting-houfe was

"t made
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made the {tandard for every department, and by-a’
mifapplication of it, divifion was the rule by which
abufes were multiplied. Furnithed with CocKer
Arithmetic and armed with a dipping-rule, this
political Hercules, who was to cleanfe the Augean
ftable, made his way into every office; 'as if keep-
ing a ledger was the fure guide to héconéiny.-dk’
Splendid, tho’ mean, his oftentatious difplay of
mock majefty ferved only to degrade him ; nor
could the troop of horfe which attended his ex-
curfions protect him from the contempt he me-
rited.—Profufe without being generous, his ftate
was the triumph of an overweening arrogance,
where an empty importance and a filly ftrat re-
called to mind a true picture of the Squire of
Cervantes.—IJt was this prevailing propenfity to
thrift and that fedulous “attention to trifles in
ccconomy which ‘degraded the Reprefentative of
Royalty into the Steward of an Holpital and Chief
Infpe&tor of Pots and Porringers;* an office for
which Nature feemed to have intended him, and
better adapted to his genius and talents than the
government of a great kingdom. Aftride this
hobby-horfe, he loft fight of confiftency ; and tho?
he profefled to drag defaulters into day, by the
energy of his adminiftration, he it was who firlt
introduced that corrupt mode of influencing the
Houfe of Commons, by the aid of a profligate

* He removed from the Caftle, to the royal Hofpital at
Kilmairham, for the purpofe of retrenching the expenditure
and robbing the old Men of half their coals and candles.

junto
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junto which has fince grown into a formidable
oligarchy.

By invefting, with the firlt offices of the State,
men of one principle and one family, he wran{-
ferred to them a degree of patronage and power
which has “overawed and deprefled the “people.
Then firft appeared that many-headed monfter
which has increafed and fattened on the fpoils of
the public, to the difgrace of the national jurif-
prudence and the embezzlement of the public
revenue.—Such monfters muft ever exift in Go-
vernments conducted by fuch means, and fimilar
excrefcences muft ever be produced from a con-
junétion of proftitution and profligacy ; but their
devaftations muft ceale when men are found wife
and honeft enough to oppofe them, and fuch, I
truft, will compole your Lordfhip’s adminiftra-
tion ;j—men more indebted  to induftry and a vir-
tuous education than the good fortune whichalone
raifed their predeceflors. Fer, to ufe the language
of that great Statefman, whofe fignature I have
ventured to adopt —“ Fortune maintains a kind of
rivalthip with wifdom, and picques herfelf often in
favour of foolssas well as knaves. Socrates ufed
to fay, that althe” no man undertakes a trade he
has not learned, even the meaneft, yet every one
thinks himfelf [ufficiently qualified for the hardeft
of all trades, that of Government.”” And he fup-
pofes fuch a man to be ¢ Imprudent, prefumptuous,
ungracious, infolent, and proflizate in fpeculation as
ds wtll as pradice !
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Is this a fititious chara&er ? Or would not
one {uppofe that Bolingbroke had looked forward
to the prefent day and, with a happy pre-
fcience, had depicted the charader of a great law
officer, who, having wandered from the direét
path of profeffional duty, intothe labyrinths of.
politics,—intoxicated with fudden elevation ‘and.
giddy with authority, had miftaken the high road:
that led to reputation ?

Since the fhameful retreat of Lord Buckingham,
his place has been fupplied by perhaps the only
man of rank in Great-Britain, who would have
been mean enough to accept. the government on
ihe like terms, and whofe only objett in fubmit-
ting to the controul and guidance of his worthy
predeceflor was the income annexed to the Lord
Lieutenancy. The fame filthy fyftem of jobbing,
the fame coercive meafures, and a fimilar routine
of political manceuvre, which difgraced the one,
and rendered him obnoxious, has been practiced by
the othber, under the kind tutelage of his legal pre-
ceptor. - And here, my Lord, let me call your at-
tention to thole glaring abufes which have crept
wto the adminiftration of the country over which
you are now called te prefide ; not as your prede-
ceffors were, by fecret intrigue and the influence of
a backsftair interfer cnce, but by the voice of an in-
dependent intereflt, and your own high charalter
for tncorruptible integrity and enlightened under-
tanding.  Nor are you-the miferable automaton,
which was'moved about by the hand of a mini-

terial
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~xerial juggler, who, concealed behind the fereen,
made his puppet play the part he had defigned for
~him; but a redeeming power, fent not ‘only to go-
vern, but to guide a people labouring under heavy
and accumulating evils, and left to chufe your own
council and advifers. Reje& therefore with fcorn
the infinuations of thofe men who have herétofore
dabbled in politics, and rendered the government
fufpeéted ‘and’ defpifed; ‘who have inflamed the
animofity of this nation by a fyftem of ‘oppreffion,
and the coercion’ of laws too arbitraty for a free
people.

If a perfonal requeft from an‘highand impofing
authority has been acceded to, let it be qualified as
it fhould ;—by confining the object of it within his
proper fphere of a&tion. They furely are unfit to
conciliate, who have been the foremoft to coerce,
the people,—and times like the prefent demand a
mild and lenient government. -

The firlt judieial ftation in the kingdom has
been held by a man who has conftantly endea-
voured to blend the politics of the Caftle with
his judicial charadter ; thereby uniting the exercife
of two duties which fhould ever be diftinét, and
that are incompatible with one another. I fhall
not impute, to the noble perfon here alluded to,
either want of integrity or legal knowledge. But
this I will fay, that to participate in the manage-
ment.of a country at any time, but more particu-
larly at a time like the prefent, when a total
ALLTI] revolution
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revolution in human opinions has takem place,
and where the political {torm, raifed in a neigh-
bouring kingdom, has conveyed to this an electric
fhock, which has quickened its languid pulfe,
promoted a freer circulation of opinions, and
roufed, from its paralyfis, the enfeebled body of
the nation, fuch a man is radically unfit.—Unlfit,
from a want of temper to forbear, and manners
to conciliate;—unfit, from his well known contempt
of, and diflike to, that body of the people from
whence he rofe, and which he bas too often dared
to calumniate; and finally unfit, becaufe he has
neither native nor hereditary dignity to counter-
balance thofe wants in that affembly where he
prefides, and to which he has become obnoxious,
by the moft indecents and unprovoked attacks
levelled againft its moft venerable and dignified
charalters—men revered by that public which he
affe@s to defpife, and efleemed by that nation
which he has called ¢ befotted.”

I am, rhy Lord, &c.

LETTER
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LEYTER I

MY LORD,

THE ftate finefle which prorogued the Parlia-
ment and fent you over, Lord Lieutenant, was too
rank even for John Bull to {wallow; and there is
‘not a thinking man in England, or Ireland, who
does not believe thatthe divifion of Mr. Pitt’s
friends in the Cabinet upon both thefe queftions, it
I am well informed, was conceived by Pitt himfelf,
and meant, impofingly, to mafk over his fears and
his defigns. This was an argument which cur
young Machiavel had before more fuccefsfully
pra&tifed on the queftion of Parliamentary Re-
form, to which he had been pledged, when a can-
didate for popularity, but on which, at his accel-
fion to power, he found it both prudent and con-
venient to be left in a minority. Itis true he
brought forward the meafure: but how cameit that
his friends voted againft it? A Minifter joining
with the oppofition to promote a Reform, to
which he was folemnly pledged, when perfonal ag-
grandizement was his object, and yet his political

adherents oppofing it = Rifum tencatis amici
C The
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~ The Goddels of Chaftity transformed Atton
into a flag for his temerity, that he might be de:
voured by his own hoands. Happily, our imma-

culate Minilter is of a lefs inquifitive temper in
matters that concern the fair fex’; and, probably, it
might have beén in refentment for fome of her
negletted or abufed rights that a divinity, lefs cere-
monious, fo changed our young lulus that his
friends’knew him not and oppofed him. I fhould
here beg pardon of Mr. Burke for the allafion I
have made to A&zon and his hounds ; his fancifil
imagination, that gives ¢ to airy nothings local

habitation and a name,” firft adopted* the ¢ompa-
rifon ; no doubt from fome ftriking fimilitude to

his friends on the Treafury Bench. He has fince

had an opportunity, by joining in the ery and

hunting-after Court favours, to afcertain more ful ly
the juftnefs of that application, and know that to

cringe and fawn, to howl and to double, are the

chara&eriftics of the fpecies he has been fo fond of
appropriating on all occafions to his prefent affoci-

ates; and that men, by aping the properties of
brutes, may well be made the fubje&ts of fuck
comparifons. It was a cunning ca/ of this forc
that fent us a new Viceroy, and the Minifter, find-
ing his popularity on the decline, and that the hour
of danger and retribution was approaching, adopt-
ed an-artifice that he had before fo happily avail-
¢d himfelf of.—He appeared in a minority once

* Flide his Speeches on the Regency, ¢ pafint.”’

nore
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more, that he might transfer, if poflibie, a portion
of popular odium on the new coalition, by link-
ing men of worth and integrity with fome old
ftaunch hounds of the pack and letting them run
in couplcs, :

Avoid the fnare, myLord, and let not your ho-
norable mind, unfulpicious of fuch low cunning,
be made the dupe of a paltry artifice; take for
your friends and advifers men like yourfelf, and
leave the broken fquad of Pitt and Buckingham
their places as long as they can keep them. Under
the lath of honeft and indignant virtue, they muft
fhrink abafhed, and, in the end, confcious of their
own infignificance and the diminution of their
former power, they will leave the ftage to better
a&tors; for, « they who affe& to head an oppofi-
tion, or to make any confiderable figure init, muft
(fays Lord Bolingbroke) be equal at feaft to thole
whom they oppofe; not enly in parts, but in in-
duftry, and the fruits of both, information, know-
ledge, and a certain preparednefs for all the events
that may arife.” ' Select fuch men, my Lord, and
let them be the pillars of your Admiaiftration.
You will find'them not on the Treafury Bench or
in office. Their mtegrity, added to other high
qualities, rendered them unfit for any place of
troft or confidence under the two laft Aminiftra-
iions. Their talents were hid in the gloom and their
virtues withered under the blait of a malign influ-
ence; lhey could only mourn in fecret, and in
iﬂence, overa wounded Conflitution, now about to

ke
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be renovated under your aufpicious rule.—Such

characters are not likely to obtrude; and your pe-
litical fagacity muft be exerted to difcover them.

You may, perhaps, find a man of this deferip-
tion, whole integrity has been proof againfl the
fecret machinations of one party, and whofe pru-
dence has ftood aloof from the injudicious and in-
temperate zeal of the other. ¢ One of thefe fierce
and indomitable f{pirits, even mow upon the
Bench, whofe rugged and eclumify attachment to
his duty would be proof againft the arts of that
mighty necromancer Pitt himfelf.*”” You may find
him, like Cincinnatus, cultivating his farm and
adding fo a vigorous-and improved underftanding
a frefh ftore of ufeful knowledge and claflic tafte;
—confuming the fire of his genius and the ener-
gies of his mindin the purfuit of attainments
which can only be ufeful to himlelf, or, at moft,
but feebly reflected on his friends and the public,
{rom that partial elevation to which his merits
alone have raifed him, and where his integrity and
wifdom have daily exercifed themfelves,—when
the Councils of the nation might be informed and
guided by the {pirit of his patriotifm, and the tu-
mults of contending factions ftilled by the thunder
of his eloquence.—Men of this defcription will not
be eaﬁl)} brought to coalefce with the charaéers I
have already defcribed; and, to obtain their

* Vide ¢ Gleam of Comfort,” s

afliftance
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affiftance and advice, other meafures, than thofe the
country has hitherto groaned under, muft be
adopred.

At a time like the prefent, when all Europe is
in arms, and revolutions which occurred once or
twicein a century, nowarile every day ;— when the
ancient {yftem of politics, and the tadics of for-
mer ages, have yielded to modern principles of re-
form and the undifciplined valour of men deter-
mined to be free ;—when confederated fovereigns
have beheld their armies routed and difperfed by a
rabble whom they affected to defpife, and the na-
tural ardour of the humau mind overcome every
obftacle raifed by difcipline and art—fuch a time
is not calculated for coercive meafures, and the truc
wildom is to conciliate before it be too late.

The public mind has been kept in a ftate of fer.
mentation by the meafures adopted in England for
the maintenance of the government, as it is mifcall-
ed; but, in truth, for the fuppreflion of particular
opinions and particular men. The policy of the mi-
nifter has failed him in both, and the Trial by jury
has rifen like a Pheenix from the flames that have
been kindled. to deftroy it. Mr Pitt has thewn

himfelf not only a miferable war-minifter, but an
injudicious ftatefman in the home department.

He has uniformly blundered every meafure fince
the commencement of the war, both at home and

abroad~— liacos intra muros peccatur, ot extra’ ==
By
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By each fucceeding failure he hag evinced the fies
ceflity of a total and radical reform :—yet he {tili
clings relu@ant to his former power, and reling
quilhes, one by one, the partners and privileges of
his former greatngfs. Some honeft minds have
been carried down in the vortex which the bulk and
magnitude of him and his finking adherents have
occaficned. They will however, 1 truft, rife
buoyant from the gulph into which miftaken fym-
pathy has plunged them; but they muﬂ; attach
themfelves to other men and to other meafures, if
they hope to regain their former popularity and
the high character they held in the Common
Wealth. For the hour of trml muit come, when
that warning voice that long fince deprecated thefe
PHIS, and whofe pnophecms, like thofe of Caflan-
dra, were unheard or defpifed, until their final ac»
complithment, muft prevail, and the MAN OF THE
ProyLe interpo& fqu tjle falyatipn of his coungry.

CuarLes Foxisa name that grateful Britain wil}
one day hand down to pofterity with the firft and
greateft of her deliverers ; whofe undeviating con.
filtency was reviled as obftinate infanity, but whofe
jound and judicious difcernment of events, and
prognoftication of the catalirophe they have led to,
falls little fhort of infpiration.—Oh, blind and
fenfelefs nation! that could miftake wifdom for
folly, and compare the cunning of a ftate juggles
to the.divine workings of a ¢ Heaven-born minifter! ™.

The French revolution, the point of difunion
-between Mr. Fox and his' friends, has formed an
: @xra



(25 3

eerd it human “affairs heretofore unexampled; not
only in the variety and novelty of its circumitances,
but in the magnitude and importance of its confe-
quences ;—forming, as it were, a grand dramaona
valt theatre, where a great portion of the human
race were the actors ;—exhibiting to an aftonifhed
and admiring world the ftruggles of a great people
fhaking off.their chains, and breaking in pieces the
manacles of their former bondage;—prefenting to
our view every virtue and every vice that can exalt
or debafe human nature ;—painting, with the lively
energy of enthufiaftic genius, the triumphs of li-
berty and the bleffings tobe enjoyed by a free peo-
ple—waving garlands for the brave, and firewing
laurels over the tombs of thofe who had died tor
their country;—and, finally, exulting, with an clo-
quence commanding and energetic, over the new
birth of a new conftitution; yet prefenting, i
peripective, and often undiminithed and in full
view, the riot of intoxicated fuccefs, and the ruth-
lefs barbarifm of private revenge and public retri-
bution ;j—man, favaged by his former fufferings
and divefted of mercy, and woman, the confoler
of his fate, difrobed of her faireft ornaments, in-
terceflion and humanity, ftriding over the flain,
and infulting the falling vi&tim. Thefe are the
fcenes that have agitated and furprifed all Europe ;
and, as the wvarying ads, or roufed difdain, or
raifed its admiration, have drawn from that great
anditory. a condemnatipn or applaufe that has
divided the theatre.

-
—
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This fympathy, my Lord, (to carry the allufiont
a little further) has fpread fo univerfally, that thofe
who fhould have fat filent and ¢ looked tamely
on” became partifans of this or that fide of the
queftion, and have efpoufed the caufe of the French
or of the Allies with ten times more rancour than
ever agitated the Imperial refidence of the great
Conitantine, during the difputes between the Green
and Blue fations. Nay, fo bigotted are men in
their opinions, that fome, forgetting their own
pertinacity, perfecute their opponents with rancour
and animofity ; and the governments of Europe are
fo vigilant or fo fufpicious, that.to deliver an ab-
{tra&t opinion, or difcufs a general dotrine that
may vary in a point from their eftablifhed fyftem,
incurs a penalty to the author little fhort of trea-
fon or the pillory.

Weak and foolifh men ! who fuppofe that perfe-
cution can deftroy a fe&t ;—who do not refle&
that, by fmothering a flame, we make it blaze the
ftronger, and that the perverfenefs of human na-
ture is fuch, that the more we refift the current of
opinion, the higher it rifes, and the more force it
acquires till its waves overtop their feeble barriers,
and we are overwhelmed in the inundation.— No,
my Lord, your adminiftration will not, I truft, be
ftained with {tate profecutions, but a fyftem of
union promoted that fhall render them unneceffary.
Thefe mafly pillars that fupport the conftitution,
the LiserTY of the PrEss, the TriAL BY JUry,
and the Ricurs orF REPRESENTATION, Which,

undermined
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undermined and ftripped of their capitals, ftand,
difimantled monuments of an edifice finking to
decay, will be reftored to their juft proportions
and long loft ornaments. Again let them rife ma-
jeftic, and let there be infcribed on their entabli-
tures the names of Ruflel, Sidney, and of Somers ;—
thofe illuftrious ftatefman who combated for free-
dom, or died for their country. The friends of
the people will guard the rifing edifice committed
to your care, for it is they alonecan conciliate. But,
my Lord, balf meafures will be of no avail towards
reftoring the people to their long loft confidence in
their rulers. A fofal change of men and meafures
muft fooner or later be adopted, and I fincerely
hope the glory may be referved for you and your
friends, finally, to effect it. It muft caft a radiance
round your chara&er, and will not difcredit the

confidence your Sovereign has repofed in you.

I am, my Lord, &c.

D LETTER
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MY LORD;

I[ HAD entertained the fond hope that in all my
communications with your Lordthip, I fhould have
had only to point out meafures that called for re-
drefs, and reprobate abules which you could re-
medy ;—that my tatk would be that merely of a
concealed friend and advifer, who wifhed well to
your perfon and to thofe who were moft likely to
aét with you ; and my knowledge of your character,
corroborated by what report fpoke of you, inclined
me to believe that your mind was of too elevated
a caft, to endure any bonds but thofe impofed by
affection or duty. But when I hear of concef-
fions made to fome, and compenfations to
others, tending to place you in an unworthy point
of view, can I be filent?>—Can I ftoop with un-
becoming adulation to applaud an a& which muft
tend to tarnith the luftre of a chara&er fo deferv-
cdly efteemed, and calculated to call down on your
adminiftration the fufpicions of the people ¢
What! my Lord,—~was there no other mode te
get 1id of old and hardened offenders, but by

offers
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offers of compenfation and reverfionary grants?
If compenfations of this fort were preconcerted
in England by the Minifter, to remunerate his
friends here ; and that their removal from office was
only to be purchafed at fuch a price;—I can but
regret that unhappy ftate of politics which made
it neceflary for you to accept the government of
this country upon fuch terms. Butif, on the
contrary, it was an at of free-agency, and a libe-
rality of your own, that fent thofe men out of
office, rejoicing in the profpect of future titles and
emoluments, I am conftrained to fay 1t was an
a& highly reprehenfible. The perfons, who
are likely to fucceed them, I muft admit, are de-
fervedly dear to this country, and well entitled to
the beft employments it can furnith. But, much
as they are refpetted, I fhould hefitate to
provide even for them, through the means of 3
pratice fo fatal to the profpeéts of others, and
deflruétive of thofe refources which future Chiefs
governors fhould poflefs for the maintenance and
reward of the rifing generation, '

That critical and coy moment that waits for na
man, and whigh, once loft, fo feldom returns, pafled
away inaufpicious to this country, when the Parent
and the Patriot {trove together, and the interefts of
the Land fuccumbed to_maternal tendernefs.*—
Had your Lordfhip accepted the Government

* This alludes to the circnmitance {perhaps not generally
known) of Lord Fitzwilliam’s declining the Government of
Ireland, in Augutt laft, through the folicitude of his Countefs
for her Son’s education in England.

on
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on that eventful day, when Fame announced youy
appointment here,—when N ature and the Seafons
invited you, and Expe&tation ftood on our fhores
with anxious gaze awaiting your arrival-—all-had
been well.—The enemies to freedom had fallen,~—
Their reeling fquadrons had nor had time to rally,
—their ranks would have been broken—their
adherents difperfed—and your triumph, and that
of your friends, had been compleat——But the

demon of Difcord was bufy and the Genius of
Ireland had fled.

By the difmiflal of thofe perfons, fome of
whom I have alluded to, a fyftem of oppreffion,
that threatened the fubverfion of all focial order,
has received its death blow.—That High.prieft of
Prerogative, who has heretofore rode triumphant
on the necks of the people, curtailed in his privi-
leges, no more can_hope for incenfe from his fol-
lowers. The legal benefits he conferred on thofe
vaflals who upheld his maxims of fubjugation and
tyranny are no more within his reach.—The black
train of {pies and informers, which fupplied pabu-
lam to the favourites: whom he foftered, have
flunk away in hopelefs dejeion.—

That prompt officioufnefs which fprang forward .
with jejune alacrity, in the purfuit of fiage profecu-
tions, where prerogative was to be upheld and
liberty laid proflrate, muft now refume its former
habits nor flippant folly again prefume with glib
Qarrulity to prate of Privileges,

That
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That haughty faftidioufnefs which marked the
upftart in authority, and made him brow-beat his
inferiors in ftation, but which could, occafionally,
be foftened and mellowed down, by. his fears, into
the femblance of referve and the affe@ation of
dignity, muft now be checked with prudent pre-
caution, left clients fhould forfuke the pedant out
of office, and the tkill of the technical convey-
ancer be exerted to redeem the errors of the mi-
ferable crown-lawyer.—In fine, that fit and ready
inftrument of oppreflion in every fhape—that
clumfy and common-place advocate for defpotifm,
who could ape the Bathaw while in office, and yet
fawn and crouch with abje& fervility on his more
contemptible patron—the flave of his caprices
and the aukward imitator of his loofe levities—
muft now content himfelf with every legal offal,
and the profeflional drudge, chained down to his
writing defk, no longer be permitted, like an
hungry woLr, to prowl at large, and prey upon
the public. |

The abolition of the infamous and inefficient
eftablithment of POLICE, calculated more for pa-
tronage than prote@ion, I am bappy to find, is to
be the firft peace-offering made to the city, and
thofe falutary meafures of reform, to which oppo-
fiion were pledged, unconditionally granted,—
This leading object accomplithed, the people
look to_others, of perhaps no inferior magnitude,

and
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and a few more fplendid viftims remain to be

facrificed, as a propitiatory offering, on the altar of
offended juftice. In every change one or more muft

be made unbappy ;—and it will be for your Lordthip
to dcténning,_ into which fcale you will throw the
weight to make it preponderate ;—that,  which
contains the hopes and the happinefs of the
nation, or this, to which the repinings and
regrets of an cfficial junto cling reluétant..

The ConstiruTioN or THE REvenuE, that
great channel of Commercial wealth has been
made the vehicle of corruption, and in the
hands of an unprincipled tuler, the patronage
annexedto it was a fatal inftrument of fraud.—
In the language of true W higgifm*, < the
¢ Board has been diyided, and finecure offices {plit
¢ for the fame unconf’utuuonal and venal purpofes,
¢ to multiply the number of commiflioners, for
¢ no other purpofe than to encreafe the influence
¢ of the miniiter, and gra_ufy the individual ;”’ and
in many offices the receipts have not amounted to
the falaries.—Palaces were reared and afligned to

the firlt and fecond Commiffioners ; ; and furnithed

witha magnificence, and atan expence, unheard of
aud unparalelled : —yet no Parliamentary inquiry
took place, and thefe luxunous embezzlements

* Vide Refolutions and Declarations of the Whig Club.

were
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were ranked under the head of Secrer-Services
money, and Extraordinaries !!!

Let me indulge the hope, my Lord, that in
time thefe abufes will be inquired into and reéii-
fied, and that the Treafury Bench may be no
longer incumbered with clumfy financiers; and
fimpering Commiflioners ;—Let us imitate at leaft
one virtue attatched to the Conftitation of our
Sifter Kingdom, and, by ineapacitating Commiffi-
oners of the Revenue from holding Seats in
Parliament and their fubalterns from voting at
eletions, gain one ftep towards a Reform of the
Commons-Houfe.

The fpawn dropped by each retiring Lord
Lieutenant has encreafed beyond all endurance,
and the refources of the country are inadequate
to fuftain the fwarm that infefts every depart-
ment. They cling together, ¢ knot, and engen-
der,” and, having filled themfelves with the good
things of the land, fall off, and are fucceeded by
others as foul and ravenous, Ireland refembles
the fox in the fable; who, having a fore fpot upon
him, and being tormented by flies, was content
to let them remain, left others, more greedy
might fucceed, and fuck out all the blood that
was left. The vermin we are plagued with are
not only glutted, but they have depofited their
eggs where they are moft likely to become pro-
duttive, and they have burfowed in the confli-

tution
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tution of the ftate till they have reduced it to
a mafs of rottennefs.

One of thefe foreign pefts, imported by Lord
"Townthend, has proved as great a curfe to this
country as any that ever fell upon it. ' Recom-
smended to that nobleman by a fawning fubmif-
fion, the charaleriftic of his countrymen, he
« wormed” himfelf into his good graces, and, as
Scotchmen feldom overlook the main-chance, this
forry adventurer whofe obfequioufnefs firit intro-
duced him to notice, was thought a fit perfon
to reprefent * Fack Robinfon in this country, and
the rRep-BoOK having been once committed to
his cuftody—no one fooner learned the art of
his myftery. Placed in his nitch in the Houfe of
Commons, this § « living image of corruption,”
night after night, fat calculating the odd- of
the ftate game of hazard, till at léngth he fet up
for himfelf, and by a lucky throw was eftablithed
in office. A villa was now purchafed, with a
true Caledonian forecaft, for theconvenience and
repofe of each new Lord Lieutenant ; and, by the
tender of accommodation and refrefhment at this
his little Baiee and a fhrewd management of time
and circumfitances, he fo contrived it, as to be the

* This was the perfonage through whom Jenkinfon, and
afterwards Pitt, difpenfed the bounties of the treafury to in-
digent members of Parliament.

+ Nou meus hic fermo :—This portrait was drawn by the
late Henry Tlood, and the likenefs is a ftriking one.

humble
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humble fervant of each in his turn. By a judi-
cious adaptation of trifles to their humours and
inclinations, he flattered the vices and lulled
the fufpicions of all;—even of the chafle and
wary Buckingham, who could not be prevailed
on to difmifs his kind hoft and friendly enter-
tainer : and, in order to rivet this attachment
the ftronger, his children received in fucceflion
the name of each new patron of their father’s
wirtues ; and Townfhend, Harcourt and Buck-
ingham, by an happy climax, ftand the family-
nomenclature*.

This is the minion who has crouched to every
viceroy, and whom every viceroy has rewarded :—
who has felt the pulfe of each needy fenator,
and, if indignant virtue fpurned at the proffered
bribe, has pafled off the affront with the fem-
blance of wine and the affe@lation of inebriated
jocularity. Not content.with accumulating wealth,

and enriching himfelf by new loans and new
lotteries, he has called, from the bleak and barren

mountains of the North, his brawny and bare-
legged kinsfolk ;—for whom alfo he has amply

provided.

That a fellow of this delcription fhould bave
enjoyed the fruits of his accommodating pliability,
for a number of years, without enquiry or molef-
tation, has been the difgrace of your predecefiors,
and has defervedly rendered them odious. The

* Has Mrs. * * * proved no longer prolific, or fhall .
the name of Wentworth grace another bantling ?

E cup
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cup of iniquity Whiclﬁ was nearly emptied before,
and of which others had drank largely, it was
relerved for this man to exhauft :—I/e impiger

haufit [pumantem pateram—He has drained the
chalice to the loweft and the fouleft—/ezy,

But the period is, I hope, arrived, when fuch
chara&ers will be fcrutinized, and a vigilant en-
quiry take place in a department which, being the
depofitory of national correfpondence, ought to
be guarded as the fanttuary of private opinion
and public confidence. If any thing in a com-
mercial country fhould be more facred than
another, it is the department where both repofe
fecure in the good faith of government and the
fafeguard of the laws." A violation of that truft
is a ftab infliGted not only on the interefts of the
ftate, but on the liberty of the fubje&, and an
inquifition is eftablithed in the very bofom of the
conftitution.

But, my Lord, if there are abufes exifting in
public offices that demand redrefs—the manners
of the court itfelf call not lefs loudly for reform-
ation. The caftle, inftead of being the refort of
the firft and faireft chara@ers in the land, has
been deferted, as a place impure, where no
ftaid foot fhould enter, and our late <irtuous
Viceroy has been made the dupe of meretricious

ariifices.  You, my ILord, have no depraved

appetites to indulge, no concealed vices to gratify ;
thenug and convenient rendezvous, fo commo.
dious to another, is ufelefs to you. Surrounded by

bleffings
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bleflings, as you are, the plealures of domeftic
enjoyments will relieve the labours and the cares
of office. The maternal fondnefs of your truly
amiable and affe€tionate Countefs will incline
her to withdraw herfelf from the foul air engen-
dered in thofe apartments, fo lately dedicated
to the moft fhamelefs abandonment, and induce
her to confign a portion of her time and tender-
nefs on the moral education of a fon, on whom
the hopes of his illuftrious family repofe. But,
if the dignity of her ftation demands a facrifice
to fathion and the fplendour of Court etiquette,
(the bane alike of domeftic happinefs and the
tranquil enjoyments of the hear) the pride of con-
{cious worth muft fupport her in the exercife of
fo fevere a duty, and the dignified demeanour of
the modeft matron will repel the bold obtrufion
of the fafhionable demirep.

My Lord, the filthy and obfcene vermin that
have clung to, and defiled, the robe of office,
mu/t be bruthed off, nor the purity of your houf-
hold be profaned by pimps and panders.—That
licentioufnefs, fo difgraceful to female charadier,
banithed far, thould now retire, at leaft frem the
Caftle, and the reprefentative of hig Sovercign
appear as he ought, the protettor of religion
and the laws—the patron of merit, and himfelf
the ‘example of chafte manners and corrett

niorals.

I am, my Lord, &c.

» ' LETTER
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MY LORD,

I[ CANNOT too frequently inculeate the necef-
fity of a ToraL aAND RaprCAL REFORM ; nor
fhould the man who wifhes well to his country,
and feels the preflure of impending danger,
fhrink from a duty impofed on every citizen in
the ftate, « to cry aloud and fpare not,”—when
he fees the welfare of the whole put in jeo-
pardy.—He affords himfelf at leaft this confola-
tion in the hour of calamity—that he has done
his duty. Believe me, my Lord, the friends of
the people are the only peace-makers, and in
order to obtain their entire confidence, the facri.
fice expetted thould be unqualified—an ENTIRE
CHANGE OF MEN AND MEASURES,

It hasbeen held an eftablithed maxim in phyficks
as well asethicks—that “ a part fhould be facrificed
for the prefervation of the whole;” the rule applies
equally to politics, and the axe fhould be laid
vigoroufly to the root of the evil. A corrupt
portion has been divided—but the whole has not
been eradicated, and while a fingle fucker from

the
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the old ftock remains, new fhoots may be ex.
pected to fpring forth and impede the progrefs
of cultivation. This facrifice, if it can be called
one, is due, my Lord, to your own dignity, and
the confiftency of your meafures,

If thofe placemen and penfioners, created by
the breath of the plaftic Buckingham, are not
difmifled—your adminiftration will be blown
upon.—If the regency jobs are to remain in
Jtatu quo, the MAN oF THE PropLE will never
coalefce:—that man who has monopolized almoft
the whole of my admiration and elteem, and hag
left but a fecond place in my heart, for your
Lordihip and a few others,

Muft I then fee you for ever divided r—Shall
‘the dereli&tion of a few contemptible individuals,
foilted on your bounty, make you hefitate in
the adoption of this homourable cartel >—Will not
your kindred mind expand to meet a difinterefted
propofition, if fuch propofition has yet been con.
veyed to you,—from the man who has been
the friend of your youth, and the affociate in
your principles, and from whom an unhappys
difference in opinion has politically fevered you :—
Unhappy to you, my Lord—but glorious for him,—
Unhappy !—becaufe you have loft the pariicipa-
tion in fo great a portion of his heroic {ufter-
ings ;—calumniated and reviled as he has been
through the moft infamous agency, and by the
diffemination of the moft atrocious calumnies,

to
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to excite and inflame the public mind againft
him.—Has he not faid, you fhall have his. belt
fupport, provided you break in picces the. idol
af incivifm, demolifh the fhrine erected by the
REGENCY BILL, and difperfe the prielts of Baal?
1s this difficult to accede to, or muft the temple of
the conftitution be defiled by frefh idolatriesf—The
ingenuous mind which fhines apparent through
his manly vifage is in this moft luminous ;—he
can forget and forgive the friends who have
forfaken him ;—afford him an opportunity of ami-
cable adjuftment, and he will return to their
embraces ;— but cherifh thofe fanged adders, the

progeny of Buckingham, and he cannot approach

you. Regenerate the land to which you have
been fent, on an apoftolic miflion, by the expulfion
of that reptile race it has fo long nourifhed,
and war fhall no longer divide you,

Suffer me, therefore, to point your attention ta

thofe of the old leaven, who having fupported his
adminiftration and been the avowed abettors of
the Regency Bill, have either by addrefs, through
family connection, or the interceflion of friend.
fhip, ftill retained their ftations.—They bave been
the firlt to hail your arrival, and levee your
fecretary—but believe me, my Lord, when I fay
fuch men are not to be confided 1n.

If a {puttering and confequential prater, a prime
mover in ftate mechanifm—the coy and covert
partifan of that meafure which aimed at the fub-

verfion

R



, e pa——

£ I8 %)

verfion of the Sovereignty of Ireland, fhould
obtrude with a tender of his fupport, and feigned
congratulations—repel him with difdain ;—he poi-
fefled not the confidence of the party he wounld
have ferved, and he can neither be true, or
neceflary, to your adminiftration.— Let him there-
fore be difmiffed ;—his removal will make a va-
cancy for fome, more congenial to your principles
and the public at large—leave him to ruminatc,
at leifure, his legal quiddities, and exercife his faga-
city in the deteétion of a flaw, or the dexterous
management of a notice, a fpecies of legerdemain
no juggler can be more expert in.

Private regards have often been the bane of
public benefits, and every human creature has
been in his turn the dupe or vi&im of his predi-
leGtions. It is perhaps thie unfortunate, though
not unamiable, infirmity, that has f{ultained in
office men unfit to fit on the fame bench, or par_
ticipate in the fame councils, with their patrons
and proteflors, and ‘that has induced an inter-
ference which, though to be lamented, I cannot
condemn with afperity.—It refleéts honor on the
friend, while it difcredits the Patriot.

It cannot but embarrafs the fupporters of your ad-
miniltration to confer with a man whofe clymfy faf-
tidioufnefs was irkfome to his former friends, and
muft prove offenfive to his prefent affociates.—
This his. atfe@ed roughnefs is not, believe me, the
homely garb in which honeft worth arrays itfelf ;
it isuthe impofing femblance of manners which

' have
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has been accounted by the world,—tlie external
fign of ftubborn and unaffailable integrity, but
which, neverthelefs, conceals a threwd and crafty
knowledge of man’s weaknefs, and a promptnefs
- and alacrity to profit by them.~=A

L ‘ fellow,

¢ Who, having been praifed for bluntnefs, doth affe@
¢ A faucy roughnefs ; and conftrainsthe garb,

¢ Quite from his nature :—he cannot flatter,—he !—=
¢t An heneft mind and plain : —Ae muft fpeak truth,

¢ And they will take it, fo s—if not, he’s plain.

Thefe kind of knaves I know, which in this plainnefs
«¢ Harbour more craft, and more corrupter ends,

¢¢ Than twenty filly ducking obfervants,

¢ That firetch their duties nicely.”

The exception made in favour of this man, has
been convenient, I admit, towards obtaining in-
formation ; ands as thechief of the gang was ready
to peach, it was prudent to refpite him;—but,
having extended that mercy——through neceflity
alone—you fhould a& towards him as I could
with all informers to be a&ed by ;—{ufpend him

{peedily.

The enormous deficit in the public Revenues,
which remains unexplained and unaccounted for, in
a very few years, demands immediate Parliament-
ary enquiry ; and the Trealury-accounts bave been
fo negligently kept, or are fo wilfully defective,
that no light has been thrown on the expenditure
of the public money; nor have there been any
documents brought forward, tending to explain, or

elucidate the moft flagrant defalcations ; a purfuit
' which
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which even the financiering Buckingham, with all
his arithmetical fkill and accuracy, was forced to
relinquifhas hopelefs.—Let me afk, my Lord, in the
name of juftice, what has become of the default-
ers ?—Will no public fun&ionary impeach ?—Has
no official charater come forward to give evidence?
—Are the whole gang faithful to each other #—
Has confcience, or felf-prefervation, di&tated to no
one of them the neceflity of an open and imme-
diate confeffion?

Their uniform and total filence on a robbery of
fuch monftrous magnitude, and daring depravity,
evinces that they all were more, or lefs,  participes
in crimine,”—and to a man they fhould be cut off.

The Board of Treafury wasa .novel inftitution
inthis country; and, like moft modernimprovements,
was calculated for patronage alone.—What re-
formation, give me leave toatk, was made in the
appropriation, or ifluing, of the public money by
thofe noble Lords, fo wife and difinterefted ¢—
Did they fill up the chalms,—or even expofe to
view that immenfe Aiafus that threatens to fwal-
low up national credit >—No !—they fat and were
filent.—They were occupied, like the crafiy
Calonne, with inventing expedients to procraftinate
the calamity, or divert the public attention from
the impending bankruptcy; they received their
falaries, and paid their compliments to the Lord
Lientepant—and that was doing fufficient., I

blafh, with indignation, when I contemplate the
F hardened
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hardened and incorrigible effrontery of fuch cha-
racters;—and the pen almoft drops from my hand,
when I come to flate the amount of this. defieit,
which in the courfe of fifteen or fixteen years
has arifen—to— £.600,000—unaccounted for.—
£.606,000 iflued outr of the Treafury without a
King’s letter |l—Sometimes unknown to the Lord
Lieutenant, and without even his warrant—for
what #—for nothing ;—no {pecific or appropriate
object or purpofe afligned or fpecified; and now
after the lapfe of fifteen or fixteen years impoffible to
1dentify.—Great God!—Where has juftice flept all
this time ?~~How was patriotifin and public virtue
occupied f—and is it only #ew, that the people are
to be told the dreadful truth?—Even the head of
the Exchequer had not nerve enough, with all his
boifterous and clumfy materialifm, to expofe to
public view the naked and impoverithed ftate of
national credity and flunk to England to negociate
a new loan—for what? Shall I fpeak out ?—

To pay the intereft of Government fecurities, fallen

near 3o pereent.in their value l—

If fomething be not done, and that fpeedily, I
know not-where this enormity will end.—We have
been borrowing money, and contraéting loans at a
vaft premium, to pay the interelt of former debts ;
and, having mortgaged the laft acre of the nati-
onal demefne, Ireland muft fend her harp to the
pawn-broker, if juftice does not interpole be-
tween her and her creditors. Yet we are

plaufibly
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- plaufibly told, ¢ there is money enough in the

¢ Treafury to anfwer all poflible demands—that
‘ England owes £100,000 for military payments,
“ and therefore— Ireland is in Credit!’—
¢ tho’ 1,600,000, is propofed to be raifed "by
“ loan, exclufive of taxes, at 5 per cent. intereft
¢ and an annuity.”*-And this is the way in which
Ireland is proved to be in creEpir! This is
demonftration with a yengeance ;—and appears to
me a fingular mode of proving the profperity of
the country,—becaufe a few Jew.brokers and
money-lenders have been induced, by the offer
of an annuity, to redeem the nation from imme-
diate bankruptcy.

If that powcr and patronage, which I am in.
clined to think you poffefs, has been granted
unconditionally, how happens it, my Lord, that
the perfons I have defcribed are continued in
office—and that many others of inferior note
keep their places, and enjoy their falaries, while
fome of the fteadiclt and moft uniform oppofers
of their corrupt influence, remain unprovided
for >—I {peak not of thofe hungry mendicants,
who clufter round every new viceroy, in hopes
of ftate fcraps-and the fweepings of office ; nor
vet of thofe importunate retainers who croud
the ant-chamber ;—an hireling band, the fcum

* Vide Chancellor of the Exchequer’s Statement on opening

the Budgct. .

and
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and refufe of former adminiftrations —But of

thofe men who have heretofore inveighed with
honeft indignation againft profligacy and pecula.
tion ;—who are too independent to crouch—too
proud to folicit.—Such men fhould not be repelled
by coldnefs or neglet, nor their fervices loft to
the public, through any fqueamifh qualm, or
dubious procraftination, The defperate effort of
a dying junto, goaded by rafhnefs and led on
by folly, muft be oppofed with fteadinefs and
ftrength, and this forlorn hope, cut off from all
intelleftual fuccour,can make but a feeble refiftance
againft the united powers of reafon and elo-
quence.—The lofs of & true friend is irreparable ;
negle& may alienate the beft intentioned ; let it not

therefore, be faid, that like Brutus, friendfhip gavé
the blow,

I know your Lordfhip’s intentions are the beft
and pureft ;—virtue and honor it is true may
hefitate; but when Jecrecy and celerity fhould be
made the order of the day, neither preference
fhould be permitted to plead, nor execution be
procraftinated.—Strike the vitims while they are
yet reeking from their abominations, and taken
with the manner upon them ; nor by an irrefolute
poftponement of the fentence—fuffer themto me-
ditate and contrive additional enormities.—

My Lord, the length of this letter warns me
1 - - - .
Too- Tt is time to conclude, before I exhauft
Firm: your

i
1
1
]
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your patience, or weaken my own refources; the
hints I have given may help to guide you through
the devious paths of this political wildernefs.—
You will, I am convinced, a& with the fame tem-
perate and fteady condud, that has marked. you

out, in troublous times like the prefent, as a
fic perfon to govern this country; and we may

hope to fee the fun of your adminiftration fet
 ferene and unclouded by the lowerings of dif-
content and diffatisfaction,

I am, my L_o;d, &c.

LETTER



LETTER V. b

MY LORD,

. 4
f‘}[ HE unpromifing afpe&gof affairs on the
Continent, and the late difaftrous turn they have
taken, force me, however relu@ant, to addrefs
to you a few obfervations on that fubje&t ;—a
fubject of the laft importance to this country,
and on which I but flightly touched in a former
letter, aware of your Lordfhip’s opinions on that
head, and fearful to wound a fenfibility, which,
T knew, was as prompt to acknowledge an error, as
it was ready to punifh the violation of humanity,
by which it had ‘been occafioned. It was that ex_-;
treme delicacy of mental fibre, that hurried you
into the app'roba_t‘i'on of a War, I-admit, waged
againit a people, ferocious and fanguinary in the
firlt paroxyfims of their refentment, and polluted by
the blood of their unhappy Sovereign. It was
fympathy at the fate of his unfortunate Queen,
and the amiable Elizabeth, that kept alive the
vengeance which was hurled againft their execu-

tteners ; and in the cortemplation of #heir fuffer-

ngs, you forgot, my Lord, thofe of your country :
but
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but ¢ what was Hecuba to us, or we to Hecuba,
that we fhould bked for her ?” And where was
reafon and humanity, when the deftroying angel
was let loofe, and the minifter pronounced it
a war, ad internecionem ?——A war that has
laid walte the faireft provinces of the earth, and
fwept away with unrelenting fury, a large pot-
tion of the human race, amongit which was the
flower of your countrymen.—A war of opini-
ons.—A war that has changed its alpe& with the
event of every fkirmifth, and of which minifters
know not, at this day, the objec or the motive :
though our armies have been beaten and are
melted away, and our commeree has has been
injured, nay, almoft annihilated ;—though our
country has been menaced with, hoftile invafion,
and each Gazette is the chronicle of foreign loffes
and defeats, and of demeftic forrows and private
bankruptcies ;—in fine, a war, which has over-
turned eltablifhed principles and eftablifhed go-
vernments ; and in which fate and the elements
feem to have fought "againft us. In fuch
a perplexing uncertainty, the mind of the
devout, unable to unravel {o novel and compli-
cated a chainvof . circumftances, cuts the Gordian
knot—Dby recurring to the myfterious defignations
of an all-ruling providence, and the chaftifements
of the Almighty!!!—But the eye of philofophy,
not filled with myftic reveries, applies its powers
to inveitigate the natural order of events, by
recurning to fir/? principles ; coolly analyzes the
heterogencous mafs,—contemplates from an ele-

‘ ’ vated
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vated diftance, the jarring opinions of mankind ;——
furveys the heaving chaos, ftruggling into form,
and unimpaflioned views the moral change,—as
far as man can view difpaflionately, a feries of

‘events, each day ftart forth fo interefting té

humanity.

But, my Lord, the firft imprefion of indig-
nation having fubfided; let me hope that the
interefts of your native country, as well as the
welfare of that to which you are now affianced,
will prevail over human frailty ;—Ilet me hope
that the man and the chriftian having done their
duty, and a tear being wiped from the eye of
compaflion, that the veil may be withdrawn,
which obfcured the vifion of the mourner.—For
the period is now arrived, when neither human
pity, nor human effort to relieve, can aught
avail. The vitims are flain,—and the grave can,
not give up its dead.—Let us therefore, look to
ourfelves, and contemplate, with a' cool and un-
prejudiced mind, what part we are now called
upon to act,

The divifion of parties in England, I do not
hefitate to declare, procraftinated the war; and
the pretext fet up to glofs over its continuance,
namely, the navigation of the Scheldt, not only loft
Holland and the Netherlands, but has beftowed
on Great-Britain, by a reciprocation of civilities,

the honor of maintaining the Houfe of Orange,

which fhe before gave to France, in the perfon
of
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of James when a voluntary exile—and we too
may participate with her in generofity, by having
the Stadtholder a penfioner on the Irifh eftablifh-
ment. |

This war whofe uncertain fource and devious
progrefs, like the waters of Nile, have heretofore
baffled our refearch, * occuluitque caput quod
adbuc latet ’ like her coy fountains, took its
rife from an humble origin, and, as the traveller
who aftounded by its catarats, his mind raifed to
admiration by she expanfion of its bofom, ex-
pedts to view it iffuing in foaming torrents from
fome ruptured mountain,—or {welling in majeitic
fulnefs from fome mighty lake, fees, with furprize,
a fhallow opening, and a fcanty rill cover the land
and fru&ify all Egypt. So we, contemplating
the devaftations of this war, and the importance
of its termination—look in vain, to broken trea-
ties and the interefts of great empires for its
origin.—For its confequences—alas! have we
felt them too feverely already.—In vain, have we
fcanned the valt map of partition ;=—in vain have
we contemplated the Balance of Power ;—in that
we could find no encroachment of limits,—in
this, the beam ftands horizontal and unfhaken.—

‘No,—it originated with one man j—an enthufi-
aftic declaimer for chivalry, who, like Peter the
hermit, concealed under a Jefuit’s cowl a ran-
corous and unforgiving temper; and a pertina-
cious adherence to opinions engendered in the

recefles of a cloifter, and brought to matutity by
G the
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the heat of a fanciful and difordered imagination.
Hence this modern Crufade, that has ftained with _
blood and carnage all Europe, and immolated on
the altar of female beauty, depicted by the hand of
our modern Apelles, myriads of humanvilims—
an offering at the fhrine of his favoutite faint—
the beauteous and unhappy Marie Antoinette! !~

In fpeaking of this unfoftunate princefs,
who has called forth all Mr. Burke’s elo-
quence, and made him forget his years,~Ilet
me not be fappofed to ridicule or infult the
memory of fallen greatiefs; or, by abrutal far-
cafm, violate the afhes of her, who once had
cvery requifite to charm and whofe misfortunes
mult awaken all our fympathy. No! unhappy
Antoinette, your beauties and your fufferings,

“which once called forth my admiration and my

tears, live impreffed on my memory, and yous
crrors are obliterated from my recolletion, when
I refle&t on the fevere expiation you have made.

But the furious and fanguinary atonement de-
manded by Mr. Burke, argues a mind difeafed,
and adds to the number of his political inconfiften-
cies*—~What !—~the humane philanthropift—the

* “Theauthor of the celebrated Letter on the Trench Re-
volation—and the advocate of Monarchy, 1 the debate on
the addrefs to the Prince of Wales during the King’s incapa-
city, 27th January 1789,—ufed thefe memorable expreflions,
charadteriftic of his loyalty aud highly illuftrative of his fubfe-
quent conduct—< If he were atked did he hate a Republican
Sheculation, he could anfwer io~phe loved, he revered,~le adored

ihe
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Indian interceflor! whofe a@ive and unwearied
humanity neither flumbered —nor flept when
offended juflice demanded his aflitance ; who
exhaufted the midnight lamp in framing charges
and compofing Phillipics, againlt a modern
Verres, that were to fend him down to pol-
terity, ranked with Demotithenes and Cicero e
The friend of Afric and emancipation—exhauit-
ing his powers in the purfuit of one ‘daring
offender, yet forgetful of the fufferings of his
country ;—labouring to bring ore victim to juftice
by a lingering and painful examination, and in-
fliting on his haraffed mind the tortures of a
State-Inquifitor ;—while the rights of Magna
Charta were violated, to ftretch him on the rack.
Yet fending, in cold blood, and difpafﬁonately,
thoufands of his country-men, to bleed in the
caufe of a Sovereign to whom ¢ had fworn no
allegiance; and enlifting himfelf under the ban.
ners of 2 man whom he had been accuftomed
to revile, for the fole purpofe of fubduing French-
men ! |- Throwing off the companions of
his youth, and the friends of his political for-
tunes, to fupport a minifler wheo had uniformly

the true principles of @ Republict()) Republic 1 exclaimed Mr.
Burke, ¢ how artthon libelled—hor art thou proftituted, buffooned
and burlefqued I=~QOh ! fabric, built after fo many ages, and
cemented by the blood of patriots, how art thou degraded,
&e, ! '

treated
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treated Aim with * derifion and contempt, and
held him up as a maniac and a dotard to the
world; and, finally, receiving the reward of his
duplicity, by accepting a penfion from his Sove-
reign, whom he had formerly attempted to ftarve, }
in his rage for economy; and whom he pro-
nounced to have been * hurled by God from his
throne,” '{ while fuffering an incapacity that
interefted the feelings of all Europe.—Yet that
Sovercign has been infulted by the introduétion
of this man into his cabinet, whofe madnefs, or
whofe folly, recommended a war of extermma-

tion againft human reafon and the human
race.

‘Though I lament the domeftic loffes and difap-
pointments of an individual, perhaps amiable in
private life; and though it may appear ungene-
rous to goad the heart already ftricken by pro-
vidence in the lofs of an only child; yet when
1 confider the fathers that have loft zheir fons,
and the mothers that have wept over their firfi-
born, in the progrefs of this accurfed war, and
look back on the advifers of it, the forrows of

# In the debate on the King’s fpeech, when the Marquis
of Lanfdown was Minifter, and Pitt Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, the latter declared that he g pyéd Burke, and
that expreffion became the fignal for a general and unre-
mitting abufe.—Yet Burke coalefces in 1794, with the man
who had declared pnhllckly his contempt of him.

+ Alluding to Burke’s bill for retrenchment and econcmy
in the houfhold.

+ This memorable expreflion on the Regency bill needs
1o comment,

the
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the individual arc obliterated from my mind by
the tears of thoufands, and, in the univerfal exe-
cration of mankind, I no longer hear the broken
{ighs of the hoary politician, who loft fight of
fuch accumulated horrors, in the purfuit of a
ruling paffion, or the vanity of upholding an
opinion. Trained up from his youth in the
do@rines of infallibility, and bred and educated
in the fchool of rigid and ftri&k difcipline,—3
Church-militant, from his cradle, and accuftomed
to obey the general of his order;—his reveries
ran on difcipline and military taltics, and his

firft effay has proved the deftruction of thoufands
of his fellow creatures ! !!

Mr. Burke has been accounted a man of read-
g ;—where did he find examples to warrant the
commencement of fueh a war, or authorities to
fupport it ? I will call to his recollection, if 1t
be not too much broken and enfeebled, like his
wit, the opinions of fome ftatefmen and philofo-
fphers, on this important queftion.

Permit -me, therefore, my Lord, to ftate
a few authorities, which feem to have been
negle&ted, or forgotten, in the general and un-
refleCting enthufiafm of the times, and which
Mr. Pitt, ftatefman as he is, appears never to
have perufed or heard of, againft the political ¥ #
- prinoirLE, that fthould ever deter a commercial Fetd T A
country, being an infulated maritime flate, from
entering inte a continental swar, like the prefent.

Great-



( 46 )
*“ Great-Britain is an ifland : and whilft nationg
* on the continent are at an immenfe charge in
* maintaining their barriers, and perpetually on
“ their guard, and frequently embroiled to ex-
*“ tend or flrengthen them, Great-Britain  may,
“ if her governors pleafc, accumulate wealth in
* maintaining her’s ; make herfelf fecure from
invafions, and be ready to invade others, when
her own immediate intereft or the general intereft
“ of Europe requires it; of all which Queen
“ Elizabeth’s reign is a memorable example and
¢ undeniable proof,”*

(11

(44

Where, my Lord, wags the general intereft of
Europe concerned ?  Or what principle of" policy
called on us to rifque ouir commercial advantages
in the profecution of fuch a crufade P—If our wifz
governors bad pleafed, we might have been the
carriers to all the relt of Europe ; England, as
the great depot of military ftores and provifions,
might have maintained an_armed neutrality, and
after having {lrengthened and enriched herfelf a¢
the expenee of the belligerent powers,—might have
afferted her fuperiority-—wielded her trident over
the ocean and commanded peace.—This would
have elevated her in the eyes of furrounding na-
tions, ri_.xad_e her the emporium of Commerce
and arbitrefs to all Furope. . If the balance of
power, 1o much talked of and fo little underftood,
was:to be preferved at any rifk, why did not the

* Ideaof a Patriot K.ing.

Britifh
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Britith Flag wave triumphant on the fhotes of
the Baltic ?—A naval force might have apalled
the Semiramis of the North, and obliged her to
check her ambitious progrefs. Why were not
our fleets and armies employed in a better caufe ?
—Poland, fnatched from the talons of the Black
Eagle, had then gratefully acknowledged her obli-
gations to Great-Britain. ]

While Catharine invaded the Crimea, with an
army of Coflacks, and Oczakow was taken by
affault, while the Ottoman Porte trembled for the
fate of Conftantinople,~—and her erelcent wus
died in blood ;—~England remained an uncon.
cerned fpe@tator, and faw that vaft empire expand
itfelf from the Frozen oceanto the Black fea.—_

We negociated, itis trug; with Pruflia, and affem.
bled a fleet at S[-)i'th'f.:ad, which was to awe the
northern defpot at Peterfburgh; but this HnPo-
tent armament ended in galconade, and has af.
fixed on Pitt—the epithet beftowed on him by the

dying Mirabeau.——* Miniftre preparitif.”

‘This balance of power then, which has coft England
fo much Elood vand treafure to preferve, is at an
end, and expetience has fthewn, that a fyftem
founded on, the vague fpeculations of wild theo-
rifls, is as little calculated to maintain tranquillity
among nations, as the Cartefian vortices were to
account for the phenomena of Nature, and the
revolutions of the Planets. A great volcano had
exploded, and, inflead of removing from the
eruption and the {moak,—«ill its fury was fpent,

1
etsd
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and the torrents of Lava, that had threatened
devaftation, began to fubfide and fertilize the
{oil they had covered,—we rufh to the very
mduth of the crater, through a prying curiofity,
or an experimental rage; and, by a frantic pre-
cipitation or a foolifl philofophy, have incapaci-
tated ourfelves from enjoying the advantages of
our own local fituation, or aflifting and fupport-
ing the caufe of our allies.

Tt was our own intereft—< to advife and warny

to abet and oppofe ;” and not, “ officioufly, to enter

¢ into altion, much lefs into engagements that im-
< plied action and expence.”’~—We fhould have left
other nations,  likethe Velites or light-armed troops,

« to ftand foremoft in the field and fkirmifh per-
<« petually; but when a great war began, we
¢ fhould have looked on, dilee-the powers of the
« continent, to whom we incline, like the two
« firft lines, the Principes and Halftati of a Ro_
¢ man army: and on ourfelves like the Triarii,
¢ that are not to charge with thefe Legions on
« every occafion, but to be ready for the conflit
«« whenever the fortune of the day, be it focner
¢« or later, called us to it, or the fum of things,
<« or the general interelt, made it neceflary.*”

Thismy Lord, was the true policy which fhould

have been adopted.—Had the difpaffionate and cool -

authority been confulted, which I have juft now
quoted in the abfiraét, and applied to the

* Idea of a Patriot King. )
prefent
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prefent fyftem of politicks, Chauvelin had not been
difmiffed with hauteur ; nor the treaty of Pi/nitz
been the zra from which we are to date all our
calamities.—That accurfed treaty, fo fecretly
negociated, and which, like a meditated affaili-
nation, fhunned the day, was the fatal rock on
which the policy of the minifter firuck, and the
interefts of the nation were wrecked,upon.—
¢ That minifter ¢ who, as a politician is
¢ too wvain to think coolly ; too impetuous to deli-
¢ perate, and whole cafe will one day prove (pray
¢ Heaven the application may not be prophetic)
¢ that the fummit of Fortune’s wheel is moft dan-
¢ gerous, whilft thofe who fit mear its axis are
¢ fecure and eafy.”’*—That wheel, whofe revolu-
tions, for three years paft, has brought nothing
but misfortune and defeat, may now be expeted
to take another turn, if we will but open our
eyes to furrounding dangers, and, before it be
too late, impede “its rapid progrefs. The hand
which gave it thefirlt dire&lion and impetus,
you, my Lord, cannot remove ; but it is, never-
theléfs, in your pewer to weaken its force, by
the wifdom of your councils and the energy
of your adminiftration. It can never be too late

to retrat an etror, ‘and I am fure it will never

be your intereft orinclination, by increafing the

diforder, to impede the cure, and, by adding ob-

{tinacy to.mpolicy, bar the door againft reconci.
e ' * Burton’s chara@er of the Ancients,

H liation.
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liation.—For, reconciliation is yet within our
reach, if we ufe thofe means towards obtaining
peace, upon honorable terms, for ourfelves, which
we might have exerted in mediating for others.
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That was the poft of advantage and honor,
which our fingular fituarion smong the powers
of Europe fhould have determined us to take,
in all difputes that happened on the continent.
If we negleét and diflipate our ftrength, on
occafions that touch it remotely or indireétly,
we are governed by men: who do not know
the true interefts of thele iflands, or who have
fome other intereff more at heart. If we ad-
here to it, fo, at leaft, as-to deviate little and
feldom from it, as we fhall do when we are
wifely and honeftly governed, #hen will this
nation make her proper figure ;—and a great
one 1t will be. By a continual attention to
improve her natural, that is, her maritime
ftrength, by colleCting all her forces within
herfelf, and referving them to be laid out on
great occafions, {fuch as regard her immediate
interefts and her power, aor fuch as are truly
important to the general fyftem of power in
Europe; fhe may be the arbiter of differences,
the guardian of liberty, and the preferver of
that balance fo much talked of, and fo little
underftood.”*

* ldea of a Patriot King.

* This
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This my Lord, would .indeed have been the
true policy;—how Burke and Pitt overlooked
it I cannot divine. They had perhaps—* other
“ interefts more at heart.”” What they might

. have been I fhall treat of hereafter, and relin-
quithing the confideration of thofe remote caufes
which led to this deteftable war, for the pre-
fent, refume the fubjet in another letter.—"T1ill
when, I remain—

My Lord, &c.

LETTER
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MY LORD,

JIN the conclufion of my laft letter, I was led to
fuppole that thofe perfons who were moft zealous
for the continuance of the war, had ¢ other inte-
“ refts more at heart,” than the commercial ad-
vantages and general welfare of the nation. And
I was fortified in the fuppofition, not only by the
abftra& policy that /bould govern a maritime ftate,
in avoiding a continental war ; fortified as I was by
a current of authorities:—but by the difafters
and defeats which happened during its continu-
ance, that have, in my mind, eftablifhed the
general maxim, beyond the poffibility of a doubt,
or the danger of a contradittion.—Nay, the
authorities I have alluded to fupport me {lill
farther, and I feel myfelf warranted by them in
faying, that had England fucceededin her efforts
againft France, the wounds fhe had received
during the confli&, in her finances and commerce,
had fcarcely been healed in a century;—as was
the cafe during all. her wars on the continent, and
Jately in that with America. 4

Though
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Though the pride of the nation might have
been gratified, and a few individuals enriched by
her conquefts and their contralts, the general
mafs of citizens muft have participated in the
ruin occafioned by fo fevere.a thock on public
credit. >

 England,” fays an ingenious and. philofo-
phic French writer, “ is always impcverilked by
¢ war,—even when fhe is moft fuccefsful againft
¢ the naval armies of France; and owes all her
¢ grandeur to her commerce.” And he fup-
ports his pofition by this inevitable conclufion :
¢ That among the European nations, war, after
“¢ acertain term of years, reduces the conqueror
“ to the fame diftrefs as the conquered. Itis a
¢ gulph that fwallows up all the chaonels of
¢ plenty. Ready money,—that principle of all
“ goodand all evil, levied with fo much difficulty
“ (in the provinces) flows into the coffers of an
¢ hundred ftock-jobbers and farmers of the
¢ revenue, who advance the fums demanded
by the State, and by thefe advances gain the
¢t privilege of plundering the nation, in the name
“ of the Sovereign. The people, in confequence of
“_this, regarding the government as their enemy,
¢ conceal their wealth, and want of circu-
‘ latiop throws the nation into a languilhing
“ condition.”*

L)

-~

*Voltaire’s Age of Louis x1v. Book 11.

-
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This, my Lord, muft ever be the cafe, and we,
alas! have too fatally experienced it. Our funds
have fallen below any thing known in former
wars; and emigration and bankruptcy have been
the confequences.—* We muft ftand or fall with
Great-Britain ;’—a fevere maxim of recipro-
city! which, fhould blindnefs or infanity ftill
urge the confli®, mult eventuallyiprove our
ruin.—

The finews of war have been ftrengthened and
fupplied, by drafts from this countryand fo prolific
has fhe been in this particular, that I confider
myfelf moderate in the computation, when I fay
above .120,000 men have been fupplied by her,
during the laft three years, to affift Great-
Britain. . Yet, when a French fleet appeared
but five leagues off our coaft, and a fupply was{oli-
cited—we were defired to ¢ raife men on our own
eftablilhment;”—at a moment too, when, by an
additional a& of imprudent generofity, we voted
£.200,000 as a fupply to man her Navy, without
any ftipulation for a return of protection.— This
then, is the Nation for whom we have combated,
and this the recompence for our profufion of
expenditure.—Ought not this frefh inftance of
negle€, or imbecility, roufe us to a fenfe of
our prefent danger, and {timulate our exertions
towards averting the moft dire of all cala-
mities,—

13 As
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“ As war is the laft of remedies,—cunia prius

“ tentanda,” fays the illaftrious Dr. Johnfon,  all
“ lawful expedients thould be ufed to avoid it. As
“ war isthe extremity of evil, it is furely the duty of

“
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thofe whofe ftation intrufts them with the eare
of Nations, to avert it from their charge.
There are difeafes of animal nature which
nothing but amputation can remove : fo there
may, by the depravation of human paffions, be
fometimes a gangrene in colleétive life, for
which fire and fword are the neceflary reme-
dies; but in what can {kill oF caution be
better fhewn, than preventing fuch dreadfu
operations, while there is yet room for gentler
methods ?  The wars of civilized nations
make very flow changes in the fyftem of em.
pire. The public perceives fcarcely any altera-
tion but an encreafe ‘of debt; and the few
individuals who are Dencfited, are not fu ppofed
to,have the cleareft right to thefe advantages.
If he that fhared the danger, enjoyed the
profit, and, after bleeding in the battle, grew
rich by the victory’; he might thew his gains
without envy. Bat at the conclufion of a ten
years: war,-how are we recompenfed for the
death of ‘multitudes, and the expence of mil.
lions, but by contemplating the fudden glories
of paymafters and agents, contradtors and
commiffaries, whofe equipages fhine like mete-
ors, and ‘whofe palaces rife like exhalations.—

Q J y y Th € rﬁ
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¢« Thefe are the men, who, without virme; .
“ labour, or hazard, are growing rich asitheir
“ country is impoverifhed ; they rejoice when
“ olftinacy or ambition adds another year tO
“ {eughter and devaftation ; and laugh from
¢ their defks at bravery and feience, while they .
« are adding figure to figure, and ‘cypher to
« cypher, hoping for-a new contradt from a new
¢ armament, and computing the profits of a
« fiege or of atempeft.”*

I have tranfcribed this entire paffage, for the
edification of Meffrs. Burke and Pitt, they cam,
no doubt, purge themfelves from the foul charge
of ebftinacy or ambitign ;—and their condu& has
proved, that they could Liave no interefls more as
beart than the profperity of the country. You,
my Lord, fiand acquitted ¢ in foro confeientia’
and I believe, from my foul, that you forelaw not
the conlequences which were likely to follow the
£t fatal miftake. The difniffal of Chauvelin, 1
repeat, was that falfe ftep, which, like the firfk
indifcretiomof a female chara&er, was not to.be
retricved. —Since that period, biunder has followed
Llunder, and miftake been added to miftake.
Wisiea milerable predicament has that one error
plugged us in l—We mauaft either be inconfiftent
with our former declarations,—* not to:treat with
the prefent exifting government of France,”—or

* Johafon’s Falkland's Iflands T': 106-7.

£ _be
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be driven to the neceflity of rifking our laft
guinea, and our laft life.

It was the reje@ion of an authorifed Envoy
from the NationaL ConvenTION oF FRANCE,
fpeaking the fenfe of its conftituents ;—it was
that haughty contempt of his perfon and miffion,
that inflamed the refentments of an high-minded
people, whofe [pirits were kindled into enthu-
fialm by recent fuccefles, and who confidered
the nation infulted in the perfon of its minifter.
Yes,—it was the difmiffal of Chauvelin that
brought Louis to the fcaffold j—it was our re-
fufal to treat, that flirred up the Gallic fpirit to
refift.

They came, fubmiflive, to court our friendthip
and alliance ; and fought the fraternity of a free
nation, whofe example had led them to inde-
pendence and whofe conftitution they had, in
part, adopted.—We rejeted the fuitor with dif~
dain, and proudly arrogated to ourfelves the
right of diGtating the form of government
to be adopted by a nation cempofed of TwENTY
FIVE MILLIONS OF FREEMEN !!

France beheld herfelf hemmed in, as it were,
and furrounded by a formidable confederacy,
eager to rufth forward, in hopes of certain con-
queft, and anxious to divide the fpoil. Already
had her faireft provinces been partitioned ; and
England, - Auftria, Spain, and Pruffia had their
dividends' affigned.—The proje&t failed :—We
mif-calculated their refources,—and, though am-
bitious to interfere with their internal govern-
ment, we knew not their internal ftrength. " The

I efforts
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efforts of a great nation, furrounded by enemies
and menaced with captivity and chains, are like
thofe of a lion in the toils, formidable, and often
fatal to his hunters:—and France, had her
capital been invaded, would, probably, like. the
captive Danite, have brought ruin on the heads
of her fpoilers.

The retreat of the Duke of Brunfwick fhould
have opened our eyes and convinced us of our
error. Deceived by falfe rumours, and the mif-
reprefentations of men who had abandoned their
country, who had by that abdication loft their
all ; and who, therefore, were interefted in the
removal of every obftacle that lay in the way
of a refumption of their property, which could
only be atchieved by the conqueft of France,—
Brunfwick incautioufly = entered Champaigne,
and found, too late, that he had been deceived.—
His army were attacked by famine and difeale,
and the Yrench levies, which he expeéted to
have flocked to his ftandard, exifted only in
the imaginations of the Emigrant Chiefs.

That moment was fatal to the caufe of the
Allies, and the precipitate retreat of the fineft
body of troops in the world, which the Great
Frederick had himfelf difciplined, and which
he had {o often led on to conqueft and to glory,
infufed frefth courage into the forces of the Re-
public. Dumourier advanced towards the
Netherlands, and the memorable battle of
Jaihappe, fhewed us what fort of enemies we
had to contend with. The « jorenx emtre”’ into

Paris, was put off to another Campaign ; and the
: avowed
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avowed obje& of the war—changed for. the pro-
tection of Holland, and our faithful allies, the
Dutch.

Dumourier, in the zenith of conquelt, and
in the midft of his career—turned trajtor
and fled; his genius, like that of Brutus,
forfook him; and the bright halo, which
glory had wreathed around his brow, vanifthed
at the touch of go/d;—it could atchieve no more :
his army continued true to the caufe in which
they bad embarked, and their leader efcaped
with  difficulty.—This too was a2 moment for
refleftion; and here we fhould have made a
paule.—But < obinacy and ambition” were anxious
to “add.another year to flaughter and devafta-
tion.”-—— Jvarice recolle@ed that fhe had large
fums in the Dutch funds, her principal was
there, and the intereft of her money, was the
“intereft the had moft at heart.”—In this {pecula-
tion the minifter was alfo deceived.

The authority of the Stadtholder had been de-
clining from the period in which the Duke of
Brunfwick began his march into Holland ;—the
people were averfe to his government, and only
waited for an opportunity of freeing themfelves
from the yoke of the Houfe of Orange. Their dif-
contents were more than ufually exprefled, upon
the queftion of opening the navigation of the
Scheldt, and nothing could have maintained the
dominion of the reigning family at that period, but
the interpofition of the Duke of Brunfwick and
an alliance with Pruffia.—The refiftance of their

Belgic neighbours, to the controul of the Empire,
' | and
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and the ambitions views of Jofeph; infufed,
likewife, amongft them a fpirit of independence,
and they anxioufly expeéted the arrival of the
French as their deliverers.——The flight of
Hope from Amfterdam fpoke emphatically the
fentiments of the people, and minifters fhould
have had fagacity enough to have made the moft
of that circumitance, by withdrawing our forces
from a quarter where they wete confidered as
officious interlopers, and in which, when occa-
fion offered, we might expeét thofe whom we
profeffed to protect, moft indignant at our inter-
ference, and ready to turn their arms againt us.

The abdication of the Stadtholder, and the
union of the two Republics, have formed a
bloodlefs epoch in times of fanguinary revolu-
tion, and evince that the profedtion held out to
the Dutch, with fuch barefaced and oftenta-
tious knight-errantry, was nothing more than
a pretext to afford it to the Houfe of Naffau.
Here too, the fame blundering inconfiftency—
the fame crooked policy that ditated an offen-
five war to oblige TWENTY FIVE MILLIONS OF
$REEMEN to alter their govérnment and refume
their chains, failed; when the protefion of an
ally became the oftenfible motive, and we ftood,
as'it were, on the defenfive !

We muft therefore turn back to the other alledg-
¢d motives, thisone having failed us, and confider
what probability there is of attaining any one of

‘the obje@s of the prelent conteft,—namely, The

RESTORATION OF ROYALTY in France, after the
death
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death of the unfortunate King ;—REsSIsTaNcE 70
THE PROGRESSOF REPURLICANISM ;—PREVENTION
OF DISSEMINATION OF JACOBIN PRINCIPLES AT
Homk—and the fulfilment of fecrer engagements
entered into abroad with foreign powers, by the
TREATY OF Prinirz. That thefe were the
profeffed objeéls of the war,” we may collet
from the avowal of the minifter.—Why he tound
it neceflary, fo often, to. change his ground,
or how he had been fo baffled in every one of
them, remains for inveftigation.—For the prefent,
I fhall confine myfelf to A owr ftatement, and
fee how far s own objefts and inferences bear
him out.

In the debate on the King’s Speech, in January
1794, the minifter declared—that * the fyftem
adopted by the French had developed princi-
ples deftructive to the general order of Society,
and fubverfive of all regular governments.”—
‘That— the French themfelves, with a view of
extending their fyftem, bhad been guilty of
ufurpation on the territories of other States.”—That
“ they had difcovered hoffi/e intentions againft
Holland,”—and * had difclofed views of ag-
grandifement and ambition entirely new, in
extent and importance; and menacing, in their
progrefs, mnot only the 7ndependence of Great-
Britain, but the fecurity of Europe.”—
~ To.fubdue a country like France, fo extenfive
and._populous, for the purpofe of refloring the
famﬂy of Bourbon to the throne, of which they
hg*gl___,_"been deprived by the voice of an armed

Nation,
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Nation, was as wild and chimerical a notion
as ever entered into the mind of man.~For,
relinquifhing the argument of abftra& policy
and general commercial intereft, as operating
againft it,—[ cannot but look on it in the light
I do, when I confider that by effe@uating that
purpofe, fuppofing it probable, “Great-Britain
had embarked in a war, not tending to territorial
acquifition, which fhould never be her objeét, .
or the advancement of her commercial concerns,
but to reftore a line of fucceflion which had ever
been the avowed and natural enemies of her
empire, and through whofe interference fhe
had loft America. A family whofe ambiti-
ous views,-and infatiable avidity, had involved us
1n a feries of continental wars and loaded and
opprefled us with accumulated debts and diffi-
culties.

But the progrefs of Republicanifin was to be
checked, ~at .all hazards, and Facobin principles
eradicated ;—becaufe they might find their way
into thefe countries, and endanger the fafety of
the Britith Conflitution!!—Can any thinking
man' fuppefe for a moment, that a people newly
re-generated, and feeling the firft rays of freedom
pervade their minds, grown torpid through op-
preflion,—fhould, relinquithing the great con-
cerns they were engaged in, prepare to diftra&t
and annoy a free government, whofe example
they were ambitious of following, till refiftance
and contempt had alienared their hearts from us ?—
Was there no other mode of repelling Yacobin
principles and preventing their baleful influence,—

| but
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but by fending off the flower of our armies to
invade France, inftead off keeping them at home
to protet England? Why did we become the-
aflailants, and rathly enter into an -offenfive war
with an armed nation, when we had fo litle to
fear from a defcent on our coafts, had they been
kept at home ?

But, we had entered into fecret negociations,
and the honor of the ftate was pledged.—What !
enter into treaties with arbitrary ftates, to protect
the purity of the Britith Conftitution, and, by
annexing territory to their domains, fecure the
independence of Great-Britain !

Where my Lord, give me leave toafk, was the evi-
dence of any ferious attempt to introduce thofe
execrated principles | Are the records of the Old-
Baily filled with the black catalogue of thefe appre.
hended confpiracies? Could the adminiltration
in England, after the moft fedulous induitry,
convit one glaring offénder, or even produce a
particle of evidence to charge any individual
with trealonable: pradtices ?—No |—Complaints
made againft exifting grievances, and mealures
propoled for the redrefs of them, were the only .
fpecies of rebellion againft the exifting govern-
ment. Yet.we are ‘gravely told,—* peace cannot
be negotiated while thefe principles are propa-
gated ;”=and the minilter moft unequivocally
declared that ¢ the moment would never arrive,
““ when bhe would not think any aliernative pre-
*“ ferablefo that of peace with I'rance, upon the
“ fyltem of its then rulers!”—Since the period
of that bumane declaration, the exifling govern-

ment
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ment in France has been changed, the {yftem'o -
terror has yielded to moderati/m, and the Jacobin
club is no more.~The enemy have, indeed,

evacuated the territory of France, and the door of
reconciliation is flill open.  Yet, inftead of
feizing this turn of events, as a favourable

‘moment in which to treat, while there is yet

no decree of the Convention in force to prevent

negociation,—we prepare to fubfidize the Em-
peror, and invade France, once more, with
an army of 200,000 Auftrians!

Thus, in purfuit of a chimera, as wild and as
diftant as the former,~England is drained of Two
miLLions of money, not paid by inftalments, as
was the cafe with our difinterefled and bonorable
Ally of Pruffia, inorder to fecure the perfor-
mance of the flipulation j; —but handed over at
once, and in one grofs fum,—to abide every
rifque, without any guarantec™ whatever for the
due performance of the covenant.

This, I confefs, appears rather a fingular mode
of fecuring the independence of Great-Britain
and repelling invafion from her coaits, by preparing
to fend a freth armament abroad, and negociating
a loan of 200,0c0 foreign mercenaries,—not
to prote& ourfelves, butto attempt the recovery
of loft territories, and the dominions of other
ftates. '

Though the Gallic empire has fpread and
expanded itfelf from the banks of the Rhine
to the Britith Channel and the German Ccean,—
and we poflefs not one maritime fpot on her
coafts to effetuate a landing ;—yet we threaten

to-
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to raNe France from her foundations—had we
But a fpot whereon to place our lever!

Are we then, ferioufly, never to have peace,
while France is governed by her prefent rulers?
Shall an obftinate adherence to a di¢fum, as cruel

~as it is untenable in found argument, forbid wus

to tranfplant the olive >—Becaule the minifter has
faid, we * can have no jfecurity from the govern-
ing powers there”—are we to be for ever preclud-
ed from negociating ?—No dodirine can be more
fallacious ; for, to borrow the argument of Mr.
Fox,—that objettion muft hold « {o long as am-
bition and the defire of interfering with the in-
ternal policy of other kingdoms exifts among
Princes.”. The attempt of Louis the XIV. to
eftablifh the houfe of Stewart on the throne of
thefe kingdoms, was as violent an attack upen
our liberties, as could well be made; yet we
never refufed to make peace with France—under
cover of the pretext that no jecurity could be
hoped for, or attained, from a government fo
hoftile to the libertyy: and the principles of the
Britith Contftitution.—

To invade an armed nation, therefore, by car-
rying on an offenfive war, inftead of treating
with her, is madne/s* in the extreme;—and the
diftinQion made by Mr. Pitt is hoftile to his de-
claration: for, it is not an army we have to
engage, but an armed nation.”’—Such a nation mult
be invincible, while fhe afts on the defenfive,
and England would refemble her, if driven to the

fame neceflity, by becoming an * armed nation.”
K But

* « Ouos Deus oylt perdere prius dementat.”
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But, fuppofing, for argument’s fake, that acqui.
fiion of territory was the objett,~~Good " God !
what profpect could we have of retaining foreign
acquifitions, and, at the fame time, proeuring a
lalling peace>~On what fide foever J turn, I
perceive nothing but rathnefs, and a perfonal and
felfilh dread of lofing power. —A congert and
confederacy of foreign and defpotic - princes,
which threaten the fubverfion of independent
ftates, and an overthrow of the Balance of Power
in Europe.  What hope can then remain of fub.
duing France, and forcing on her another form
of government than that fhe has thought proper
to adopt, when we are compleatly beaten from
her frontiers,—and that part of our allies has
deferted us?—If during the two laft campaigns,
we were unable to fubdue her fpirit, and controul
her fentiments and opinions, by the force of
united armies,—what profpec prefents itfelf that
€an warrant us to hope, that with an handful of
Auftrians, (to {fpeak com paratively) we fhall reach
Paris, and diffolve the Convention?

Though Valenciennes, Conde, Quefnoy and Lan-
drecy have been furrendered, and we have not a
fingle fortrefs in our poffeflion on her frontiers ;
we prepare for another continental campaign !—
"Thongh the capture of Guadaloupe, and the pro-
bable {urrender of Martinique, and perhaps Ja-
maica,— points out to us the neceflity of with-
drawing the remainder of our troops from the
continent, and fending them to defend our own
Weflt-India iflands, we go on.—Though fubfidized
Prufia has betrayed and forfaken us, weproceed

to .
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to fubfidize Auftria alfo, that fhe may betray us
likewife.—— -

To ftarve France into compliance, is as prob-
lematical as to fubdue her by any military force
we can raife or purchafe. What! ftarve Twex-
TY-FIVE MILLIONs—the inhabitants of a country
the moft fruitful on the globe |—Diftrefs may prefs
them for a feafon, but diftrefs muft ftimulate their
exertions ;—famine will encreafe their - military
force, and want at home mult drive them to feek
fubfiftence abroad. Itis from the common enemy
they will procure fupport.—It is a fyftem of in-
humanity and bafenefs that human nature revolts
againft ;—a fyfltem of barbarous policy, which
Henry the 4th of France rejetted with indigna-
tion, when befieging his own capital ;—a fyftem of
defperate and unrelenting rigour, which even the
outcalls from that coyntry.execrate.  What!”
faythey, ““ can we rejoice at-a fyflem which though
calculated to reftore us to our country, muft yet
deprive us of our families >—We cannot forget
that we have wives, children and relations in
France; and can we rejoice at a fyftem that is to
fend famine to their dwellings 7

No, my Lord! You are not of a nature to fup.
port fuch afyftem, nor are the materials you are
made of,.capable of fuftaining a part in fuch a
proceeding. = You are too much -of the man and
the chriftian, to be an acceffary in an aét of bafe-
nefs and barbarity which can prove of no avail.

Become therefore, before it is too late, an in-
terceflor with your Sovereign, to avert the cala-
mities that threaten his empire. He, like you,

X has
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has a tear for pity, and will not rejek the petitions
of his fubjeéts for PEACE ! Your councils ‘wil}
have weight and authority, for your integrity is
unimpeached—and fuch men are beft “fitted for
the advifers of princes, in lieu of thofe who look
only to perfonal aggrandizement.*—¢ The fcene
“ that opens before you, is great, and the part
“ that you have to a&t difficult.—It is difficult,
“ indeed, to bring men from firong habits of
“ corruption, to prefer honor to profit, and liber-
“ ty to luxury; as it is hard to teach princes the
“ great art of governing alt by all, or to prevail
“ on them to pralile it. But if it be difficult, it
“is a glorious attempt j;—an attempt worthy to
“ exert the greateft talents, and to fill the moft
« extended life. Purfue it, my Lord, with
¢ courage, nor defpair of fuccefs.”t

““ Deus hac fortafle benigna
““ Reducet in fedem vice.”

I am, My Lord, &c.

BOLINGBROKE.

% The Minifter is in the annual receipt of upwards of
£.1@,000 per annum, under Government, and his relatives
veceive annually by penfions and places £.71,000 more—mak-
ing in the whole, upwards of £ 80,000 a year, befides patron-
age, &c. !!1—This is a proof of his difintereftednefs.—

4+ Letter on the Spirit of Parties.



