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~may admit. These, are most excelleat modes of relief! and
R
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Thaughts, &c.

OUR Protestant Charter Schools are perhaps one of our
greatest national concerns! and yet the writings of T.ord
Kaimes in particalar, should seem to contradictthe assertion.
—<¢ Chariry Schools (says hc) might have been proper,
when few could read, and fewer write : but these arts arc
now so common, that in most families children may be
taught at home, or to wtite in a private School at little
expence.” But surely if Lord Kaimes had for a moment
reflected on the number of families, who so far from
being able to afford the slightest education to their children,
that they might not even be in a condition to support them
in the common necessaties of life ; he would probably have
altered his opinion, and the Charter Schools accordingly,
are intended as a provision for such: as wellas to form
them into useful members of Society.

In some parishes in England where there are more
children than the parents can support by their industry,
and where the mother in particular from the number of
them, cannot add to the stock of income or livelihood ;
in that case, they are either provided for at home, out of
the poor rate, or the deficiency from labor, is otherwise

remedied, by binding one, two, or more children appren-

tices, or putting them to school, as age, or circumstances

our
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our present Charter Schools, go to the fulfilling of them.®
Lord Kaimes then, goes on thus—¢ Charity Schools in
general, are moie hurtful than beneficial ; young persons
who continue there so long as to read and write fluently,
become too delicate for bard labor, and too proud for ordi-
nary labor, Knowledge is a dangerous acquisition to the
laboring poor: the more of it that is possessed by a
shepherd, a ploughman or a drudge; the less fitted is he
to labor with content,” Now all this might be true, did
the education inthese Schools run either into the dead lan-
guages, or the more abstruse branches of mathematics, &ec.
but confined as they are to the ordinary course of reading,
writing, and casting up of accounts, such as might be
thought useful to them, either in the sphere of husband-
men, manufacturers, school masters, clerks of parish
~ churches; as also for the purpose of communicating at a
distance with their'friends or relations (with other import-
ant: uses in-life) their utility must be admitted: without
Lord Kaimes means to say, that a state of absolute igno-
rance among the peasantry or lower orders is to be pre~*
ferred ! if indeed, such education could be supposed to
pervert their judgment® from the duty they owe to them-
sclves, or society ; then might it become a species of
cruelty to draw them out of thein state of ignorance—but
so far from this being the case; that I believe it to be an
established idea, and that from ample experience; that
whether in mutinies on board, or rebellions on shore ; or
whatever in short, may be the nature of the commotions
of siates, yet, that the most ignorant, will be found not
only to be among the first to yun into these commotions ;
but among the last to perpetuate them likewise, and thar,
by the most tyrannical, atrocious, and merciless means.
This has been the case in 21l ages, has been the case in
France ; and the late disturhbances here, are a notable
ilustration of the fact; baving terminated in abandittii,
an

* Among the ®umber of national advantages resulting to
society from these, and similar chariuies may be menuoned one;
and that not among the least—important: which is—that they
tcnd to diminich the sum of Mendiciiy not orly in the metropolis,
but in the country througl.cut wherever they are established,
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and those among the dregs of the jeople, too contemptible
to excite any serious alarm. It is at the same time truc,
that the more ignorant poor may nct only be an usetul and
necessary part of the communiiy ; and equally the care of
that providence ¢ Who fills, who bounds, ccunects, and
equals all” but what I contend s, that the poisen ot sedi-
tion and immorality, will operate more viclently on thut
class of people than the others ; and v hich poison, though
they cannot read, may be variously communicated. Ang
here, we cannot too much extol, the caie and atention, cof
the Asscciation for promoting Religion and Virtue, in their
endeavours to counteract the baleiul inflnence arising from
those vulgar ballads, and papers, hawked 1n among the
lower orders; and not only unedifying, but too ofien
fraught with sedition 2nd vice. But as their mode of doing
which likewise, is no less praise worthy ; and cannct be
sufficiently made public, I shall add- that after sclecting
from among the number of works, whichall ages so abun=
dantly furnish them with, such as scem the best calculated
for the purpese, then afier compressing them, (and in a
stile fitied for the capacity of such) they are either sold at
the low rate of pencea piece, or distributed grats. Thig
admirable scheme must prove a considerable check upon
profligacy of manners: and I think, that when they come
to be rather more diveisified, and more extensively circu-
lated ; they will bavea stili better effect.  Fer rnot only
the Charter Schools, but those other institutions herein
cursorily mentioned should be liberally supplied with
them.

As to the Marine School, that admirable institution! I
think that the readings best suited to ir, should be selected
chiefly from among those various maritime occurrences,
which the grelations of voyages, courts-martials, for
contumacy, mutiny, &c. as also executiondock cases,
and biograpbical sketches of eminent men, so amply
afford: and which seem in a peculiar manner adapted to the

turn
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turn of thought of the foremast man, or youth intended

for the navy, or sca service*,

We once more return to the objections that Lord Kafmar
would throw in the way of these Schools. “-The":on]"
plausible argument I find for Charity Schools“is, that
children of the labo ing poor, are taught there, the princi-
ples of religion and morality, which they cannot acquire at
home. This argument would be invincible, “if without
education, we could have no knowledge of thoseprinciples ;
but providence has not left man in a staté so imperfect ; the
principles of theology and morality being stamped on his
heart: and none can be ignorant of them, who attend to
their own perceptions,” So far Lord Kaimes, and it will
be readily acceded, that mankind have this intuitive sense
of morals, and of the Deity : but how few attend to those
perceptions in an uncultivated, or uneducated state ? And, if
even the brute nature can be improved by edacation, and
that of vegetables by culture § how much more the rational ?
Education therefore, is to the human mind, what polish is
to a gewr ; it brings forward that lustre, which would other-
wise lie hid. Would we see the result of inattention to
these matters, we neéd ‘only penetrate those regions where

nature holds her primitiverreign ; where scarce a shadow of

government does seem to exist. Where a scene of con-
summate ignorance, and mere unaccommodated nature,
does every where present itself. 'Where the mind, like an
untilled piece of ‘ground, lies fallow. Where they must be
continuzily upen thewatch, not only against the incursions
of wild beasts ; but against those of their own species: in
their bodies naked, and defenceless. In their habitations
unsheltered, aud exposed to all vicissitudes: their passions
unstayed by reason, their vengeance untempered by mercyc,i
an

% It has been a practice with some of our naval commanders,
to get down packets of those books from the Society in London
and distribute them, particularly in the Sick rxrTH, for the
amusement of those poor fcllows! but it does not appear that
a selection of subjects to the above extent has been made. The
hint however may be useful.
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and their religion, if any, sanguinary, and superstitious:
Such the result, between which state, and a mind enlighs=
ened by education, and principles of virtue as taught in
these chools, there is as much difference caterts paribus,
as between the mole’s dim curtain, and the lynx's beam.

It is at the same time true, that if in these.Schools they
were taught, or inducted into a religion at once sanguinary,
uncharitable, intolerant 3 then might there beseme plea of
reason against them ; but the Protestant Religion as taught
there, being of a very different complexion, being not only
the best regulator of conscience, but the best calculated to
constitute a state of happiness in society ; that plea will not
hold. And that these impressions. may not be obscured by
vicious habits, some laudable employment, such as may be
best suited to the genius and inclination of the boy, should
be chosen for him ; labor being appointed the best guard
of virtue. And accordingly we find, that ata fit age, and
after having completcd their, education there ; they are
put out to apprenticeships. Haying premised thus much,
It becomes necessary according. to my original design, to
enter more minutely into the internal management of the
institution : and in doing so, the Nurseries, of which there
are three principal ones, do ciaim the first attention ; and
that in Charlemont-Street, shall be selected for remark.

| The period of admission here is from four to six years
l and the continuance till ten. All the supposed children of
| Roman Catholic parents*. The house appropriated to this
benevolent and national purpose, is situated in one of the
wholsomest outlets of the city ; and every way adapted tothe
convenience of its young inhabitants : the rooms being airy,
and so adjustedy as not to admit of many beds. And by
: which arrangement those inconveniences arising fiom large
_‘_ wards mot&ﬁated. The Rooms likewise, appear exact'y
: cleln;"ip: sanded, and the windows well adapted for the
purpase of vetilation : while the beds and bedding, I like-
wise with eQaal satisfaction observed, were in all respects

proper,

® And other orphans liable to be misled in principles of
edycation and loyalty.

R T =
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proper, and deeently supplied with skeets, and the ehildres
also who were dressed in brown uniform appeared in genera!
healthy. '

During one period of the disturbances, there was a pressure
upon the house, of numbers beyond a due accommadation -
but a returning state of tranquility has removed that pressure,
and the house at present is once more reduced to its usual
complement of ninety children of both sexes. And as it
appears by the books, that ten thousand children, have in
the space ot fifty years, passed through the house to the
respective schools: and those generally taken, either out of
the streets of Dublin, or from the Ia&of' indigence; the
importance of the institution, may be thence deduced.
And here it may be thought unnecessary to go into further
detail as if a part be found eligible, it isa presumptive
proof, that the whole is so also. " And some" writere,
contenting themselves with such superficial = inspection),
stopping thus as it were upon the threshold, have not seldom
from this idea, committed themselves. - It is-at’the'same
time true, that such accounts may have their use in attract=
ing the attention of strangers to our Charities: and may
consequently be well calculated for a place in a gazetteer
for the purpose of public encouragement: yet I should hold
it as departing from my design of givingatrue statement of
those institutions, with such improvements in the course of
my enquiry, as may occur to thought; and which in the
sequel, may. render them still more worthy the attention
of thelegislature and the public. To proceed then—from
the youth being sent up to the Nursery in Charlemont-
Stréet, from thé respective Schools for' the “purpose of
indenting ; or of being otherwise disposed of ; ‘it becomes
an object one would think, not only of daily, but hourly
attention. “And that the appointment of Physician, Surgeon
and Apothecary is not only necessary and accordingly thé
case, but in whose instructions also it should be made a part;,
that they attend once a day, or ofténer if the case reqmrecg

{ > L. 3 o M 2
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And though the nursery aforesaid, may be situated
in one of the wholesomest outlets of the city ; yer as popu-
lous cities, are the graves of the human species, from
contaminated air, &c. Ir accordingly appears, that
whatever might have been the case formerly ; a most re-
ligious care is at present taken, that no sick, or-disordered
youth of either sex, is sent to said nursery ; either from
the schools of Santry, the Strand, or elswhere. Every thing
which tends to weaken the spring of the fibres, will not
fail to aggravate the prevailing acrimony ; and the nuisery
likewise, from being more immediately in the city, how-
ever advantageously situated there, as also from its being a.
xeceptacle for children in a state of poverty, and consequently
on their commencement, often in a state of rags and filth
must necessarily retard the cure. That most disorders of the
nursery in question therefore; should on the other hand be
sent to the School on the strand seems meore congenial
with health. This much is certain, that the glandular swel-
lings, thetetters, the atrophy or Hectic of that age and the
debility after measles, &¢. would be bettered by such change :
the superior purity of the air, with the benefit of the salt
water ;. being chiefly indicated in such complaints.

_ In the Infirmary pertaining to the Nursery, was one
small-pox case of the natural kind, and the smell, as
might be expected, was highly offensive ! this however,
is not the only reason for a general inoculation from cow~
pock. It should likewise be adverted to, that many of
these young people, soon or late, find their way into the
army and: navy : and may of course, be thrown into situa-
tions where the small-pox, from its mortality is considered
as a B?E ge; and where ships, suspected of having it,
arc obliged to ride quarantine.
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Let us now suppose one of these to be seized with this
disorder in such a situation'; how fatal the effect |—Lect
the first question therefore, to the friend, or parent of
the child upon admissien, be, whether he has had the small
pox ? and 1if net, thatit be immediately inoculated with the
cow pox.* The children admitted here, being only such,
we are informed, as are of sound health and limbs ; it
would be a pity, that any disorders, should be superadded,
in consequence of any mismanagement, and though, under

every possible care, they will be liable to the complaints

menlioned, yet it is no less certain, that inattention to
combing their hair, and cleanliness, will render them still
more lizble to disorders of the head.: As want of due
recreation and exercise, will subject them to weakness and
glandular swellings: and that a thin vapid diet, will be
productive of declines, &c. I do not say, that this is
absolutely the case ; but assuredly too much attention can-
not be paid to these matters—the well being through life,
so very much depending upon them. And it should ever
be had in remembrance, that our soldiers, our sailers; our
manufacturers, and artizans ; are composed from these!

They should occasionly, as the weather permits, be
t2ken a mile or two, into the country ; andin summer time
fora, it their

# Which when genuine, (for there 15 a. spurious, or bastard
kind) 1s never accompanied withany other cruptmn,_-than.thaj;
occasioned by the inoculating matter at the place of insertion ;
creates no sickness: econsequently ‘requires mno. confinement—
and what 8 still more important in the history of this discovery
is, that the person so inoculated, may be throwa into the most
perilous sitwations, Wwhere small-pox rages with the greatest
virulence, without his catching the t.:hsor_delr-,—An‘d from which
superior-advantages redounding to saciety It 1sto be hoped, that

not only these seminaries under consideration, but all others of
whatever description;  will adopt this salutary practice !

~

Bats o o
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their walks should be directed tewards the Strand: where
sea bathing should be enjoined if nothing contra-
indicates. And such little works studied for them, as atthe
same time that they imparted vigour to their system ;
might be likewise productive.

__And here on the subject of labor may be mentioned
the case of a boy, as related by himself, who had come up
to Dublin from a country working school (not in the Socie-
ty’s care) for the purpose of being indented. This boy,
though otherwise healthful, had contracted a lameness in
the joint of his knee, in: consequence of spinning at the
Cotton Wheel. And as_there appeared no characteristic
wark of Ewil upon the joint; 1 had every reason to believe
the relation true, '

The attitude here, being nearly that of fencing, but
with thie difference, that there is in this case, an almost
constant strain upon the left ham : and there being only
half an hour in the day allotted for play, or recreation;
the employment at this work was protracted it should seem,
not only to the detriment of health ; but of education also.
This malady of the joint I was informed, nearly pervaded
the whole: of fifty boys at that School, few of them
escaping.

In order then, to obviate this malady, they should be
taught to spin with either hand alike ; by which the posture
would be changed oecasionally : and the strain on the left
joint, of course diminished. This mode of spinning,
together with a longer period of recreation, as likewise for
School hours ; would prevent this fatal error | for however
we might wish to see them inured tolaudable employment,
and that it should be made a part of their education, even
from the nursery ; yet should it have special reference to
health, in lieu of laying the foundation for a state of decre-
pitude for life.

" Notwithstanding the above case, and that some
masters of scheols from a principle of avidity will be

induced to push labor into fatigue, or even at the expen s;: gf
health.
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health. Yet I humbly conceive, that under proper ‘l"Cr
strictions a general establishment of Manufactures in our
Charter Schools, might be advantageous. :

As by such arrangement, the boys disposition would be
thereby consulted, and by being thus, early inducted into
the mystery of the art, he would consequently excel, while
the fee likewise, usually given to strangers, would be re-
tained under the guardianship of the house ; and the manu-
facture in process of time, be productive.*  Itis now time
to return to the nursery.—The person in care of the house,
has four pence per day each, allowed him for the mainten~
ance of the children or six pounds per annum How far this
sum is competent at the present timeto that purpose, Ishall
not § here determine. But with respect to the dietary ar~
rangement, I would inthe mean time submit, that whereas,
a breakfast of bread and milk is ordered for Sunday and
Stirabout the remainder ; that this latter, as not only more
wholesome and satisfactory, but during the present dimi-
nished state of the loaf, more easily procured: should,
without variation be given. Andthat for supper, and for
a like reason ; potatoes and milk should stand throughout
the whole. And that in lieu of water, as permitted to be
mixed with the milk ; that buttermilk, as more palatable
as well as salutary, should be substituted.

And here, the necessity of daily accurate snspection, is se
obvious, so connected with the prosperity of such an insti-
tution ; that I shall suppose it: the office of governor, or
inspector ; it is a solemn, a serious trust indeed ! for from
the moment he enters upon it, he puts himself into a state
of requisition for the due performance of it ; both to GOdé

an

# In the Maynooth School, when boys were in it, the business
of Shoe Making was carried on under the auspices of the Society ;
who indented the boys so to be employed to the Master : and the
fee of course centered there. And in speaking of this school it
is but justice to say, that whether as to Master, to Catechist, to
care inall respects : it is one of the best conducted Schools in the

Society’s care.

¥ See appendix, wherein likewise are some remarks as to dinney
atrangement.
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andtosociety : the prosperity or adyersity of the institution,
so very much depending on it. 1nthe one case, accompa-
nied with judgment and fidelity, it will flourish. 'In the
other, of neglect, or inattention, it will become the abode
of that pain and’ misery it was meant to relieve! The
duties too, are extensive. For whatever relates to dict, to
‘cleanliness in person, cloaths and bedding ; to labor and
recreation ; to health, as well as education &c; are all,
his concern, - :

And from these considetations it is, that I have often
thought the establishment of Govérnesses, in conjunction
with the governors, as at tlie Foundling Hospital ; might
be attended with the happiest cffect | = There are for in-
stance, many little attentions, which at this age, in the
nurseries more especially are more familiar to females, more
their province too, than men. They can make more mi-
nute erquiry into the state of cleanliness pertaining to
children than men.

The tenderness peculiar to the sex, will Tikewise often
fead them to the Infirmary, where the numerous little
wants of these young creatures, laboring under complaint ;
will not escape their scrutinizing eye; while their rank and
consequence, will secure attention to their representations.
They seem better calculated too than men, to pay 2 more

patient hearing to the progress of learning of this age, as
oo : also

® There a7z women it appears, in the local committees ; but
not to the extent as above mentioned ; and more particularly in
the country, where an establishment of them would be still more
necessary. 'The above remarks however, on the importance of
such an arrangement, with the honors attaching to the female
character from such humane attentions as theréin stated ; will not
be without their effect, where these papers may be read! And as
one step towards obviating the difficulties attendant on forming
local country committees in_general ; might not some eligible
person or persons be deputed from the Society, to make two annual
circuits among the Schools, for the purpose of inspecting, report-
ing, and otherwise by aiding and assisung, to be eventually
iastrumental in deing away sard difficulties ?
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also to the direction of it. And by being daily amongst
them, the manners of these young people, would be:bettet
formed: and that deference and subjection due to.their su-
periors, be thereby established for life. And this considera=
rionalone methinks, isworthy of all attention ; as it would
be striking at the root of that contumely and insurrection,
but too frequent of late among the lower orders. And the
ladies thus laudably employed, totake itso, thatthe returns
to cach, might not be more than one month in the year;
the duty would become easy.  And surely, there is no
sphere of ‘action, in which ladies of distinction can appear
to greater advantage than in such condescending attentions
to their inferiors | They become by such offices, the objects
of admiration and esteem among men: at the same time
that they entitle themselves to that superior rank hereafter,
the meed, of merit such as theirs! M Ay

And as to the idea of contagion, let them as the'best pre=
servative against it, reflect, that they are laudably endeas
vouring to-prevent, or dispel.it, by their attentions: to the
various means of health herein mentioned: and by impart-
ing a consequent serenity of mind, and chearfulness arising
from those comforts™*. ¥ ' vl bk

The Charter Scheels as yet, have only been the subject
of cursory remark. But from their great importance, there
being no fewer of them than forty throughout the kingdom's
and said, even so far back as the year 1796, to have con=
t2ined 1468 children in the societies care; demand a more

' AR  particular

® The author of these pages, might here observe with regard
to himself; that he has often been thrown into the most perilous
situations abread, from contagions of various kinds; and parti-
cularly at Bassora, on the banis of the Euphrates : where 1400 in
the d4y, have perished by the plague. nd where he has per-
sonally administered to the sick laboring under that complaint,
withcut having caught the infection. And this he ascribes under
providence, to a total absence of all apprehension,—~and to the
consideration, that if he had fallen a sacrifice to the disorder,
te would have fallen in the act of 2 relative duty: An the cause
of humanity. ’ ]
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particular notice here. Ithas been said that two boys ma
sleepin one bed provided they are sound in health. = But if
this should not be the case; if one should be disordered
and the other not, the most fatal effects may ensue! and
that, where they are least expected. As in the case of cvil
itself: instances of which having been known. Andwhich
should bea caution to Masters of Schools in general, how
they act in this important concern of health. And this only
serves to confirm my former opiniens on the force and
extent of contagion : and hence its application to almost all
the disorders to which they are subject, must be obvious.
On the subject of contagion therefore, to which these
schools are so liable, and in such a variety of shapes ;
we cannot betoo particular, too pointed in our remarks.

That fatal fever, which swept off the half of the children
at the Munster Haven School some few years back, is a
melancholy proof of its influence. What therefore has
been said on the regulations as toair, cleanliness, labor and
Tecreation, &c. forthe nurseries ; will equally hold here -
and are to be considered as among the chief preventitives of
infectious complaints®.

And here, as a corrector of infectious mizasm, may be
mentioned the fumigation arising from nitre with vitriolic
acid, as recommended by Dr. Carmichael Smyth, and which
proved so very successful in the jail of Winchester in checking
the progress of a most virulent fever, attended with great
mortality.

These things premised, the next important object of atten-
tion is education. Not that alone, which in the common
acceptation is confined to reading, writing, &c. but which

in

® Infection may be variously inbibed ; the /umgs may inhale i,
the stomack may receive it in the saliva, and it may be taken up bg
the absorbent pores by capillary attraction, and thence conveye
into the eirchating mass. And as to the variety of .mfections,
they are detailed at length in a work of the author entitled, «* A
Maritime State considered as to the Health of Seamen, &c.”
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in a broader sense of the word, comprehends asense of re-
ligion, moral conduct and mauners : and which last,.if not
really and literally morals; is something which bears great
affinity to them. They are at least, the guard, or mound
of wirtue, which when once broke down, a eorruption of
morals must soon follow: and what degree of guilt may
then enter the heart, is uncertain.

Secing then, that education is so extensive, the choice of
preceptor, is no less important than that of governor. All
these duties enumerated, béing submitted to his care. He
should not only be perfect in those things he professes to
teach ; but he should be possessed likewise, of a physical
acumen or precision of constitution, and disposition, as they
relate to aptitude for learning ; that he may know the mea-
sure of, or when and how, to apply coercien and reward ;
or censuve and applause. And if he believes with some
writers, that the principles of shame, and consciousness of
right and wrong in the breast, if properly applied to,
might be sufficient to keep, even the world itself in order
without coercion : and which should seem to derive sancti-
on, from the power of gentleness, over irrational natures,
in the degree of docility to which it can lead them, he will,
upon all possible occasions, lean to that side.

i :
This likewise, is the way, to impress a sense of grati-
tude on the boy through life, and which will express itself
after this manner——to Aim I owe infinitely more, than my
English grammar: it was he, who taught me the grammar
of wirtue! It was this most excellent person, who first in-
stilled into my mind, the principles of #eligion: and softened
down my nature, to that sympathy for another’s distress,
which my own, so abundantly required, and met with !

It has been said, that industry, or suitable employment
should constitute a part of the education of this class of
youth, and accordingly we find, that in Holland, it would be
a3 prodigy to see any thing above five years old, unemployﬁc‘;:l¢i
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And so Mr. Zoéke, in his treatise on education remarks,

¥ that its chief business consists, not only in settling la'the
minds of youth, good habits, and the principles of wvirtue,
‘and wisdom ; but by giving them by litle andllittle; aview

of mankind, and in working them into a loye of ‘what 1s
excellent, and praise worthy: and in the presecution of
which, to give them vigor, activity, and fndustry.” And

which mode of éducation, even in the most depraved natures,

{Jadmitting no defect in the organization or intellect) will
id fair to restore the balance of the mind ; and in theend,

_make it preponderate on the side of wiriue.

One thing yet remains to be mentioned, which is, that
previous to his leaving the School for his apprenticeship
something in the way of exkortation, should be openly read
to him : in which the obligations he lies under to his bene-
factors through life, for the care taken of him, should be

“stated. That had he not been so educated, so incorporated,

with the advantages, among other things, of going in
regular procession to diyineservice on Sundays: he might,
long before this, havébeen found, eithiey begging in the
streets, or in the det§ of swearing, pilfering, &c. And
bearing up with him at the same time, the seeds of diso-
bedience and réwok. That an apprentice fee being like-
wise given with him; he is still to consider himself as a
pensioner on the bounty of the state; as the child of its
adoption : and kéccial care of providence, which he
should be most sedulous, not to forfeit !

| - g ;
But 15 he is'mow about to enter upon a wider field of
action ; to Jgﬁ"h: 2 member of society on a broader scale :
those daties, would not only be more forcibly impressed,

but their necessity better undérstood, by imparting to him,
2 brig kdof man in a state of sociely*.

B 4
B

He

E "'l- L—.; H . 9 -
. " #8ge a pamphlet of the author on this subject, entitled, serious

'mﬂﬁltmz on the late, and continued disturbances in Ireland . ad-
dressed to the people at large, by a citizen of the world, from

which, the necessity of enforcing the above doctrine will appear.
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He should be told, that society being the ordination-of

fhature, inasmuch as men are drawn thereto for the pur~
pose of mutual wants and imbecilities, which could not
singly, or in a state of solitude be supplied ; that such
socicty is best supported, by mutual aets, of amity, and
good-will. | v

That the inequalities observable in life, aremo less of di-
vine origin: corporeal strength, beauty, and symmetry of
paits, wirth- mental abilities, being not shared.alike to all,
any more than property or riches. And for the wise pur-
pose of cementing mankind, or society, in mutual aid
and support. , :

And with regard to property, it may be observed to him,
that the occupier, proving his claim thereto, whether as
the first occupier, or as having succeeded thereto by pur-
chase, by services to society, &c; has a consequent title to
the free enjuyment of that property. And that hence, those
levellers, who would have all property in common ; would
not only violate the laws of nature and morals ; which in-
culcate the lesson, of doing as we would be done by: but
such procedure would be, in.the highest degree absurd too;
as dnequality In praperty, would be the almost immediate
result, of such equal diyision.

And hence, the origiz of laws, to restrain men from
infringing those rights. of men insociety ; and which rights,
do consequently include that of life and character. And
to which, @/l haye an equal right, save those enly, who
forfeit their claim thereto, by infractions on the laws, and
order of society.

With respect to property, it may likewise be still further
¢bserved to, him ; that it it could possibly remain equal
among all ; how would those natural virtues of the soul,
such as generosity, charity, sympathy, &c. have place ?
Or if there were notobjects upon whom to exercise them ;
what would become of the natural affections of gratitude,
or scuse of obligaiion, &e. Thatthese inequalities therefore,

in
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in propeity, are the order of the universe, and providenti-
ally so, for the general good! A dthat for the same reason,
the clay built cottage, the thread-bare coat, with other
symbols of poverty, must necessarily have place in all
states: but with this consolation, that by a diligent discharge
of their duty, in their respective spheres; by cbedience and
subjection to the laws ; they are equally entitled with the
most exalted, to the appellation, of the triend of man, the
approved of Heaven. '

. By setting things before him in this point of view ; he
will, in lien of being awakened to a sense of covetousness
or envy, at the effects of grandeur, ot turning pale at ano-
ther’s prosperity, reflect, that by honest industry, he may

| one day himself, succeed to a like good fortune. There
being daily instances of people, who without the smallest
prospect in their outset, having by their assiduity and merit
| rose high in office ; and even to grandeur. Or if they
should not be altogether so'successful, such reflections, will
beget at least contentment. . Tt will likewise occur to~him,
that while these men may be harrassed with cares and anxi-
eties attendant on the failure of events, of unsuccesstul
issues ; or tide of pepular discontent: that these storms,
while they barst over these men; are unfelt by, or pass
snoffensively, over the cottages of the poor! and so, ve-
ducing the various conditions of life, more upona levelthan
those disorganizers of society would have them think.

" The late attempts likewise, to annihilate talent 5 as well
‘as property : makes it equal'y necessary to observe to him.
That as in property, so in talent, is this diversity conspi-
cuous: and for the same gracious purpose of general good!
—Wereall for instance, possessed of the same talent, and
that talent leading to the same pursuit; sapposethe defence
of thtill"%ﬁntfy . what, in that case, would become of
rural employment ? Or were all directed to agriculture, what
w(:p:dﬁr_bét:ome of the various arts ; subservient to the various
parposes of life: from that which quarries the stone, or

“forms it, to that which erects a cathedral in honor of the
“deity, or a ship of war for the purpose of defsnce ? Or
should any one of these professions, or arts in life be extir-
tinguis hed

?._.
|
|
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guished from the highest professional walk to the lowest 3%

how must society suffer by such dereliction ? And hence

likewise the wickedness, 2s well as absurdity of those who-

would fly in the face of nature, under colour of asserting
the rights of man, by attempting to level superior talent.
And so, depriving the human mind, of one of its best Tights
and properties | : o

The necessity also of government, with the superiorjty of

his own over any other ; in affording to him a greater share
of protection; of freedom and happiness ; should be care-
fully impressed on his mind : that hislove and gratitude to

his country, may, upon any emergency, 'warm him to 2
sense of its defence,

And he should be no less forewarned of those seducers,
whose views in life being blasted by every other means ;
throw off their allegiance, their ties to their country ; in
order to eiect to themselves a ladder of the backs of the
people, by which to ascend to that power, their ambition
would lead them to: and ghen destroy those very engines
by which they had been sovaised. Men, on whose souls,
the ghosts of all those slain by their means must sit heavy!
A recital however of thosevevents falls not within the
precincts of these pages. Events- which in the recital,
““ would cleave the general ear with horrid speech ! make
mad the guilty, andeppal the free ”

Events, whose influence crept, evén into our nawal lines,

And by which, our trade and commerce were almost an-'

nihilated : the war. protracted, an accumulation of taxes

necessarily incurted, with a consequent rise on the articles
of life,

Events—which not stopping at life and private property,
went likewise to the demolition of publick works, of Charter
Schools, &, and from which, even mothers were compelied
to fly for protection, with their children in their arms, to
those similar Institutions in town, of which I am treating.

If

-
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If disaffection then was able to work to such ends; if
r it was sufficiently powerful to throw such a film over ‘the
minds of the lower orders, by setting off a republican furm
of Government, with all the lures of a golden 2ge, that
all remonstrance was shut out: insomuch that to, loose
their lives for the attainment of those fascinating lures,
these golden hopes, became a priaciple : how.necessary to
use every means, for preventing a iecavrence of such
scenes | He should therefore be further admonished ; thac
as the sum of happiness to the people, wéuld not be pro-
moted by any change whatsoever of Goyvernment ; so, they
are the enemies of the staze who would attempe it.

T p— -
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Every thing in short, should be sct “before hin, which

‘might tend to shew the superiority of his own country over

‘ others. Thus the Spartans, and other antient states, early
l' indacted their youth of every degiee, to a love of their
| country, their government, their laws; and consequent
abhorrence of rewolt! and thus in like manner has Irance
opened public schools for the same purpose. Shall we then
Be more remiss in this impostant desideratum than they ?
Or is our religion, governmeat and laws ; our /i erties also
less consequential, less worthy preservation # The beauty
likewise of that constitution; which can derive strength and
spirit, even from rewolt ; with the absurdity of supposing
success from similar attempts, should be established in his
| mind—with the equak absurdity of supposing, that govern-
: ment would suffer @ system of oppression te pervade the
' lower orders, ﬂr peasantry, or working poor, who, by
their industry, add strength to a state : and without whem,

it could not-possibly exist ! (and whose interests are conse-

quently inseparable from it) these are the means to bind

him to the existing government, to the true interest of his

country.
But it may be said, is not the decalogue before him, to teach

him.in the way of life ? tis true it is, and though heads of
i}%{@, teachers, and others capable of reflection, may

see all the causes for what is therein enjoined, or prohibit-

ed ; and to whom, the purity of it may be self evident:
) - yet
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yet, as all the effects of the moral principle do not ufifold
themselves insome, til! by fatal experience they are tanght :
or in others even to “ th” last syllable of recording time :
and who through life, may be said to be in a state of in-
fancy, in many matters, more particularly relating to the
secial compact  notas yet sufficiently broke into it ; (the com~
plexion ot the times li.ewise rendeiing every.auxiliary
necessary) the above exhiortation thereforve, cloathed ina
dress suited to his capacity, should be printed.on an half, or
within the compass of an whole sheet ;3 and delivered ta
him gratis upon his leaving the school.. "W hile it should
be made a part of his Indentures, that.he shall have the
benefit of apppearing at some stated cliurch on Sundays, in
order to keep alive his instructions? «So will those baleful
impressions be eradicated from the mindsof those who may

have imbibed them ; and the rising generation established.

in their principles, without fluctuation .or change, from
cvery puff of doctrine from the seditious —so would the
cscape the contagion of it.-+Tranquility would then be

assured ; and viitue and industiy perpetuate it. It has been

said, that previous to his leaving the school for his appren-
ticeship, this exhortationshould be openly read, and delivered
to him. Rut aiter all, whyskis mode of apprenticeship ?
though all possible care 1§ taken to investigate the character
of the master with whom the boy is to be put ; why this
mode of disposing of him ? Tsit, that a better cannot be
cevised ? if this is really whe case ; there the matter Tests,

and things go on'in their usual course.—If otherwise, it -

then becomes a matter of the most serious import, to dis-
cover it! and as tosay, that we have arived at the géms of
what relates tovmost of the affairs of life, is only to clog
the wheels of invention or improvement: so therefore,
it becomes a_question here, whether the youth of these
schools, cannot be disposed of more to their own welfare,
and the national advantage; than by the present mode of
indenting 2. In "order then to an enquiry of this kind, it
becomes: necessary in the first place, to state the obligations
to which the present mode of indenting is liable. The first
objection then, which presents itself heve is, that the boy is
Sentup.to town, it may be, fifty, sixty, or more miles from

' ' the
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the intevior of the Kingdom, with a florid countenance,
and stamen, a simplicity of manners too, to breathe the
vitiated, the tainted air of the metropolis ; and to be employ-
ed, perhapsin some sedentary avocation of life, which may
still further detereorate, still further operate to the under-
mining of his constitution and health.  But this is not all,
his morals, a far more weighty consideration, are also
liable to be vitiated. Neither is this, the whole of the evil,
Manufacturers in populous cities more es ecially, are,
from a variety of causes, liable to fail, ang become im-
poverished. They may fail from the increased number of
them-- they may fail, from the whims and fluctuations of
fashions, from intemperance, from 'sickness, from the
price of labor not keeping puce with the articles of life, or
subsistence. And lastly they may fail, from the failure of
their employers themselves, in consequence of bankrupt-
cies as the result of war, or intestine’commotions affecting
trade and commerce. One or all of these causes combined
may threw this class of people out of employment, = more
?pat:ial,ly, in populous cities ; as witness, the distress some
ew years back among our weavers, more particularly ; when
some hundreds of those poor people were compelledto turn
out in eur streets, in'the shape of mendicants. And when
their apprentices must, mone or less, have shared inthe ge-
neral calamity of the times !

.. But it may be alledged; that were it not for this perio-
dical recruit from the eountry by this means of the Charter
Scheols ; there wouldbe a probable deaith of hands in the
city. To this, it may be replied, that so long as the nu-
merous paroghtial schools, &c. in this metropolis and its
vicinage exist; this scarcity of hands, can hardly be sup-
posed.

Another objection to the sending up these boys thus ta
the metropolis may be adduced.— The masters of works
findingua veady fee with the boy, from the society ; will
consequently be induced to give it a preference, to the cx-
clusion of the numerous citizens: who having large {ami-
lies, and some of whom they would wish to put out to
grades, could they but command, as in the above case an

N immediate
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immediate fee : and hence these youths thus rejected, un~
able to dig, to beg ashamed, become idle and profligate,
to the detriment of themselves and the public, and this ¥
believe will be admitted as no uncommon case from the above
cause. And which, a cessation of it, would tend of course
to diminish. K

Secing then, that so many objections lie to the present
mode of apprenticing; it now only remainsto be shown,
what more eligible means can be adopted ; more consonant
with health, moral conduct, and public weal.

For the fulfilling then, of these important national inten-
tions, 1 would propoese ; that there should be an establish-
ment of four provincial schools, under the signature of,
the four provincial working academies, wherein the various
implements of husbandry and huswifry in general use,
should be deposited, where masters of respective works
should be appointed with adequate salaries (after having
been duly approved) and the fee usually given to strangers,
to center heve. :

And in order to make thisinstitution, as extensively use-
ful as possible: some acres.of land should be attached, and
augmented according to circumstances ; or in preportion as
ghese infant colonies matured : so as to render such exten-
sion expedient. ~Where all the arts subservient to life,
might, in process of time be exercised. Where the leather
grade in all its branches would there find place. 'Where the
linen manufacture through all the different stages of that
business as likewise those of the woollen and cotton, would
be there established.

But in an especial manner, should agriculture or husban-
dry, be there attended to : and that there may be scope for
improvement, in this valuable line; the land should consist
of variety of soil : whether for the purpose of reclaiming,
or otherwise, while the most approved modes of tillage,
with whatever relates to the naturve of composts, as suited to
the different soils ; as likewise planting, pruning, graffing,
draining, &c. should be there adopted. Care likewise

should
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should be taken, that the land should lie in the vicinity of
some navigable river. Or be intersected by canals, leadin
to some capital trading town, but more especially to the
metropclis, tor the more easy conveyance of the wvarious
products of the institution : as well as for the purpose of
returns, and other communications.

And that this last, or agricultural branch ; may become a
real, and national good: it should derive every aid and
assistance, and be more immediately under ‘the Society’s
-care., Who, by premiums, by imparting the latest im-
provements in every thing relating tothe art; and even by
lectures at stated times ; it might become a. model of perfec-
tion in’its way : diffusing its benign influence as from so
many central points not only throughout the kingdom ; but
to foreign marts. This salutary arrangement also, would
be instrumental in recovering this part of the British em-
pire, from that opprobrium which at present it labors under,
of want of due attention to this 1mportant concern of life.
Here, the boys, would be early.inducted into the mysteries
of this most useful of sciences: a science, almost coeval
with life itself. Here too, youth would acquire a robust-
ness of constitution; heére, in'process of time, they would
intermarvy®, and by that means, the Protestant religion,
with those moral séntiments which were early inculcated
among them ; would be extended to their offspring.

And lastly—they could be here trained to arms, also,
and from a love of ‘their country, in consequence of such
paternal care and attention ; they would with alacrity, turn
out upon any emergency, either against any hostile attempt
of the enemy from without: or when threatened with com-~
motions from within.

And as, a still further motive of encouragement to this
national undertaking ; and in order to obviate any difficul-
ties which might throw themselves inthe way of it; it
should ‘be held as an agricultural asium ; that there is no

N | spot
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& ﬁe marriage portion usual on such occasions would alsa

eeatze here.
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spot be it ever so sterile, so unpromising in itself; whick
may not admit of improvement from proper culture.

As witness the cape of Good Hope, which waslittle more
than abarren promoantory, 'till the Dutck made it what it is }
the garden of the world:.if aplace where exotics from every
part of the globe are made to flourish, as in their natural
soil, can be called so. " L

Not that the Dutch understand these matters better than
we. Nor that they are even more industriously inclin«
ed ; but that there 1san emulation among them in this way';
kept up, and supported by their government ; and impress-
ed upon them as the greatest national good - and that patient
and persevering industry, can accomplish it,

Aud can it be doubted but that I'reland which enjoys so
many superioradvantages overthe Cape, or overthe unw hole=
some fens of Amboyna ; where they have colonized: can ig
be doubted, but that by an equal‘sttention, it might become
still more productive? It surely might! And it is no exags
geration: to say, that in such case, that is, when' those
millions of acres, now either totally neglected, or but pcorly
caltivated, shall; by such' means have attained their due
degice of improvement: that then, the kingdom will pro-
portionably rise in the scale of importance, and in wealtl,
And sach might be the final result of an establishment of
the kind I have here proposed - but to return.— The boys,
aiter the term of their apprenticeship shall have expired here,
2nd who are supposed to remain in the academy or instita-
ton ; shouldbe duly supported, should Kave eertain rights
a2nd 1mmunities, ’till they -can support themselves, or by
their joint labor, in their respective spheres: of action nét
only to reimburse the state, for this last expence: but in
due time, even to add to' its support? Such, ‘1s* the outline
of a scheme, which professing as it does, t» embrace such
variety.of objects: the wisdom of the /legislature can best
consult the means for fulfilling— to' myself, it appears of
the utmost import! and if it should be considered in the
same point of view by government ; the next great question
then is,—whence the funds, which are to suppot it ?’-——T

| Prag Po
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~ To this I answer— that in the first stage of the business
more especially ; recourse must necessarily be had partly to'
patliamertary aid, and paitly to voluntary contribution.
And where can rhe public money be betrer applied; or
%rivate donaticn more happily, and judicicusly directed ?

ut in precess of time, as the institution grew into repute ;
and became productive, as with care and attention, it coul:d
not fail to do: then it might derive still fureher aid, from
the sale of debentu:es upon the creditof it. Each holder,
to receive a dividend in proportion to the sum paid: and
arising out. of the sale of the produce. A liberal price
having been first deducted for labor, or manufacture: toge-
ther with other contingent expences—this, if any thing,
would give the institution celebrity !

- Bat in order to its more full, and perfect establishment ;
there remains another source of support to be mentioned.

Jt is I Dbelieve, well understood, and a circumstance
much to be lamented ; thag there are at this day, many
institutions or seminaries with large endowments, and which
however well meant orsjudiciously intended in the com-
mencement ; yet, from the lapse of time since their esta-
blishment such variety of circumstances might have intsr-
vened, as to render them at the present time unprofitable,
or even useless. There are others again, whose originak
purity may have been so sullied by various abuses and
neglects ; as not only tocall aloud for re-establishment upon
the original design, or spirit with which they were insti~
tuted ; but foran account of thosesums, or revenues, broke
in upon and diminished, by those, through whose hands
they have been permitted to pass. And from such import-
ant investigation, pursued with zeal and judgment; such
new, and unexpected funds might arise, as would go, not
only to thereinstating of those institutions on their former
footing : butfiom the surplus, a funditself might be pro-
duced, towards the completion of others still more conge-
nial with the times and more useful ! -

But it may be alledged, that such alienation of lejuest,
which might have been made with the most pious design,
§ should
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should not be infringed, or altered. And yet, how often
do men through life, change their idea of the same subject ?
how often do the most eminent writers, in their various
editions of the same work, find it necessary to alter their
former statements which they had then held as 1ncontro-
vertible ? and so also of wills, testaments, and bequests —
how many revisions and alterations may they not have
undergone during the life of the testator ? and as in works
of criticism, the man who rescues such passages of a
respectable writer from that mistepresentation to which
from lapsc of time or otherwise they may be liable, and
sets them in the fairest point of ‘view ; is doing what the
author himself, would, most probably have accomplished
had he lived; and if alive, would have commanded his
best thanks; so likewise here— the donor, or institutor
would copsider such change, not so much in the light of
alienation, as an extension or improvement of it according
with the exigencies of the times: and which, the legisla-
ture is best qualified to effect. * In this case of emergency,
it officiates as Jesater and there can be no doubt of its com~-
petency so to do, forthe general good.
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APPENDIX.

THE Baggot-Street Charter School lately established,
is intended to contain sixty cirnrs, from thirteen to fifteen ;
"and even oecasionally, up to twenty—-in order as said, to
be perfected there. The house is most judiciously chosen,
having rather the appearance of a-nebleman’s residence :
and situated without the city on the Blackrock road, with
a most diversified and commanding prospect.

I found these girls, in generalhealthy, and with florid,
‘and chearful countenances.  QOne of them apprehensive
that I went there for the purpose of removing her from the
house, seemed much affected. The best criterion this, of
the treatment there.

This girl curtailed of her growth, andotherwise distorted
says, that she contracted the complaint at the school of
Inneschar county of Cork ; occasioned by the master having
sold her cloaths, and confined her in bed for the space of a
year under colour of sickness. And this relation only tends
further to confirm my foregoing remarks on the necessity
of accurate inspection.

The above school, it is to be observed, was broke up in
consequence of this, and other flagrant instances of
mismanagemert.

- The master and mistress however, of the school we are
now treating of ; seem on the other hand, a contrast to the
above : being apparently discreet, conscientious, and in all re-
igﬁcctj! adapted to the important charge they have undertake né
B . gk An
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And here it may be observed, that when the allowance
of four pence per diy was first established ; the price of
subsistence was then considerably below the present stand-
ard: and rendering it doubtful, whether at the present
time, it.iscompetent to farnish the articles ofilife,"in due
quantity and quality : according to the established dietary.
And if not, that the circumstance must bear hard, either
on the master, or on those working girls, grown up as

-many of them are, to state of womanhood. And there

being no ground annexed to this school, zoteven a garden,
the master must necessarily go to market for every vegeta-
ble required —where even a cabbage caanot be procured
under three pence ; and where is a proportionable rise on
every other article of the dictary. With regard to this
dietary, and in addition to what has.been said in a former
part of this work, it may be farther observed: that not «
few upon looking into it, andperceiving five Banian days
out of seven ; or in which, are only two meat days in the
week ; have thence concladed, ‘thatthis arrangement cannot
be altogether consistent with health. And that for the more
working, and grown up 'people of the institution more
especialiy, there should be t7ree meat days in lieu.

But however such a change in diet might be better re=
ceived by them ; or more conducive to hiealth : and that
consequently, we might wish the establishment of it: yet
as the faculty would term it, therc may be a contraindication
here, for would the funds of the society it may be asked
admit of an additional expence of the kind? As supposing
the difference between 2 meat dinner and one of bread and
milk, to be five shillings per week for every fifty : there
would be a econsequent increase of annwal demand on the
funds, of two hundied and fifty pounds.

All then perhaps which can be done fowards giving
telief fin this case is—1st, To adopt the alterations in the,
dietary-as formerly proposed ; and secondly, for girls of
ihe above description, &s likewise boys ; thrown too into
situations such as this, where is an increased advance om
the necessaries of life ; for such, I would submit, that an
Ox Head be allowed once a week in addition to the broth;

0
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" mends it to further notice is, t

of the day and when it is seriously ¢onsidered, that the

bones from thirty or forty pounds of meat, can butill afford
a substantial broth for sixty grown up persons; this amend-
ment, must beevery way sati- factory*. = And what recom-
hat the residue next day, will
o so far, to supply the infirmary while the annual expence
or all the schools, would not amount {0 More than one half
theabove sum.
And this, with the addition of garden, "would be some
compensation likewise, to the mastex, for the yariations in

the prices of things.

® As to the children of the respective mupseries. the above alteras
tions may not be altogether so necessary : bt Lne schools for the rea-
sons mentioned, would I think requirea diet smething more substanti=
al. And here may he mentioned a circumstance as to diet, which is
said to have happened some years’ back at the Bluecoat Hospital
from dispensing the same quantity indiscriminately where children
and grown up persons were, put: and which being below the
standard of sufficiency for these latter; the result was, that they
made up the deficiency from ‘the others at the expence of health

- and even life, before the cause was found out.
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