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T H E

REFORM MINISTRY

AND T H E

RE FO RM ED PA R LIA M E N T .

“ I s h o u l d  wish to ask the Noble Lord (said the Duke of W elling­
ton to Earl Grey, in a  speech on the Reform Bill), how any Ministry 
will hereafter be able to conduct the K ings Government, with a Par­
liament such as will be returned by this Bill.”

W ell,— the experiment lias been tried. The first Session of the 
Reformed Parliament has closed.— That Parliament which, accord­
ing to the prophecies of one side, was to bring with it little else than 
anarchy which, according to the hopes of the other, was at once to 
relieve all our burthens, and redress every abuse.

Of course, the fears and the hopes of both sides were exaggerated. 
I t  must, nevertheless, be adm itted, that those who feared had more 
reasonable foundation for their alarm, than those who hoped had for 
their expectations. Any Parliament, reformed or unreformed, might 
have gone far to corrupt or destroy the institutions of the country ; 
they might have brought about that anarchy which was prophesied 
or affected to be feared; but no Parliament could have done all that 
was pretended to be hoped. No Parliament would have done all 
this, even if we suppose the whole body to have had the clearest 
views as to what was expedient, and to have been unanimous in the 
pursuit of their objects.

That there is a nearer approach to wisdom and honesty in the pre­
sent Parliament than in any of its predecessors, we think is shewn 
b j the e\en ts of the Session; but still it is on'ly an approach; and 
highly as we estimate the merits of the Reformed House, we still 
m ust admit, that if it gave peculiar advantages to a public-spirited 
Ministry, it exposed such a Ministry to peculiar difficulties.

Previous administrations have usually had but one set of oppo­
nents : opponents united in their principles, and all actuated by com­
mon motives. The battles they had to fight, and the questions they 
had to debate, were circumscribed within limits, adm itted by both
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sides.—It is the fortune of the present Government to be encoun­
tered by two hostile factions, the Tories and the Radicals, who ap­
pear to agree in no principle either of preservation or destruction, 
and have no object common to both, except that of endeavouring to 
persuade the people of the imbecility of the Ministers.

W hat has been done ? is their cry.
I t  is obvious that the parties opposed to the Ministers would give 

different answers to this question. The Tories, if compelled to em­
ploy some definite terms, would probably assert that too much had 
been done ; and the Radicals, too little.

But it must be remembered that the present Ministers are invested 
with the highest trust which it ever fell to the lot of men to execute. 
Their junction with either of the adverse parties must be fatal to the 
quiet of the country, and defeat, for a long period, all the good we 
have obtained or may expect.

They must trust to the good sense of the great body of their fellow- 
eitizens to permit them gradually and steadily to repair the injuries 
which the country has sustained by a misgovernment of nearly fifty 
years, and claim a confidence for integrity for the future, by an im­
partial review of what has already passed.

The present M inistry wisely commenced the work of general re­
form by a reform in the constituency of the House of Commons. 
And surely in effecting this great measure, no party can accuse them 
of want of integrity, or courage. They demolished by this blow the 
groundwork which had supported all preceding administrations ;— 
all that, for which former parties contended, and for which they 
sought to be in place.—W ith this reform, patronage, the main lever 
of former politicians, inevitably perished, and has left the present 
Ministers, as it will leave all future administrations, dependent solely 
on the support of the people. Their enemies did not then accuse 
them of doing nothing. The Tories announced the value of the 
measure by their terror, and the Radicals by  their joy. As compared 
with the great measure of Reform, all others appear subordinate. 
The impression it created, the excitement it produced, still agitates 
the public mind. Its magnitude conceals the importance of all other 
political measures. Every step which has followed it appears dimi­
nutive, when compared with this mighty stride. I t  renders men dis­
satisfied with the delay required for the details o f inferior changes, 
with which the welfare of large masses of the community is inter­
woven, and which cannot be carried into execution w ithout either 
great precaution or great injustice.

The subjects which have principally occupied the attention of the 
Ministers and of Parliament, during the past Session, may be divided 
under the following heads :— ___ _
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I r e l a n d . L a w .

S l a v e r y .  C o r p o r a t i o n s .

F i n a n c e . S c o t l a n d .

B a n k  C h a r t e r . P o o r  L a w s .

E a s t  I n d i a  C h a r t e r . F o r e i g n  P o l i c y .
T r a d e .

On each of these subjects we shall make a few observations, and 
shall conclude by a short estimate of the conduct and character of 
the Members of the N ew  Parliament. These details m ay be dry, 
but it is only by facts that either the Ministers or the Parliament can 
be judged ; it is only by a detailed consideration of what has been 
done, that men can judge whether Lord Grey was sincere when he 
proclaimed that Reform should be “  the means to an end," and whe­
ther the new constituency deserved to rouse the suspicions expressed 
by the Duke of W ellington, or the terrors of Mr Croker.

IR E L A N D .

T he state of Ireland was th e  first great question brought before Par- 
liam ent ; and in fact was the most prom inent subject of the Session. I t  
is tru e  th a t there were other questions of g reat m om ent and urgency, 
but the state of Ireland adm itted no delay.

W hen the present G overnm ent took office, the storm  which had been 
gathering tor the previous half century  had burst. T h e  first remedies 
which they  applied were such as, i f  they  had been adopted by the ir pre­
decessors, might have been sufficient. M easures were adopted for re ­
moving the collision between the tenan try  and the clergy as to tithes, 
and tor throwing the m aintenance of the Establishm ent upon the Land- 
lord ; Public Education was made equally accessible to the Catholic and 
to the P ro testan t *f* ; A griculture and M anufactures were encouraged ± • 
a large fund was appropriated for the promotion of public works §; the road 
to prosperity was opened, if  the peaceful and industrious portion of the 
com m unity could only obtain protection while treading it. B u t th a t 
protection they  had not, nor did it  appear th a t in the existing sta te  of 
the law they ccnild have it. W e are wrong, perhaps, in using the word 
law, tor law, in its usual acceptation, th a t is, an instrum ent by which the 
persons and properties of the innocent are secured, had almost ceased to 
exist ; and the question was, Shall Ireland be suffered to fall into the

* 2d and 3d W m . IV . c. 119.
*f- The system of public education introduced by Mr Stanley.
+ 1T !ie repeal of the duty on coal (all the coal used in Ireland being neces­

sarily imported) was a great boon both to the manufacturers and agricultu­
rists. 1 here were many other measures tha t gave ample evidence of the dis­
position oi the Government to relieve the productive classes of the country—
I a w m * C' í ’ 24 W m - IV * c- 17 5 2 Wm. IV. c. 21 ; 2d Wm. IV. c. 17 ; 
2d W m. IV . c. 31 ; 2d and 3d Wm. IV . c. 52 ; 2d and 3d W m. IV. c. 77.

§ 1st and 2d Wm. IV. c. 33. Under this act not less than L.230,000 have
been already advanced for making bridges, docks, harbours, canals, roads,
ana other works for the internal improvement of Ireland. Applications for
loans to the amount of L.297,000 for similar objects are now under conside 
ration.
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sanguinary barbarism of Abyssinia, or, whatever be the difficulty, what­
ever be the risk, w hatever "even be the certain sacrifice, shall she, at 
that risk, or at th a t sacrifice, be restored to civilization ? Read Lord 
Àlthorp’s catalogue of one year’s crimes for Leinster—m urders and a t­
tempts to m urder, 103—robberies, 387—burglaries, 182—burnings, 194 
—houghing cattle, 70—other wilful and malicious injuries to property, 
407—serious assaults, 744—illegal notices, 913.

T he M inistry  saw that, unless they  could at once devise some remedy, 
all was lost. Ó f what avail would it have been th a t they had attem pted 
palliations ? No remedy, no relief, could be applied, till the moral state 
of society was renovated ; till some political as well as personal liberty  
was restored. M inisters did not disguise from them selves or th e  H ouse 
th a t the Coercion B ill was an infringem ent of th e  Constitution. T hey  
p u t it  forward expressly as an infringem ent, b u t as a necessary infringe­
m ent. I t  was thus referred to by Lord G rey, in his speech on the Irish  
Church Reform  Bill, when he said : “ I  feel more strongly in reference 
to th e  immediate question of Ireland, in consequence of the necessity,— 
th e  unfortunate necessity,—under which we found ourselves, a t the be­
ginning of this Session, of proposing a law which, as we did not conceal 
from ourselves or from the public, was a m easure of ex trem e severity, a 
departure from the spirit of the Constitution, only to be justified in a 
case of extrem ity . God forbid, my Lords, th a t the m easure should be­
come perm anent ; since its continuance can only be rendered expedient 
by the continuance of evils, which ought to  be remedied in th e  in terval 
of tranquillity  which i t  affords.”— T he m easure passed both Houses by 
large majorities ; the country as well as Parliam ent adm itted its neces­
sity. I ts  success has been the very  highest of which a preventive mea­
sure is capable. I t  has succeeded, not only w ithout having been abused, 
b u t almost w ithout having been employed. Only one county (K ilkenny) 
has been proclaimed ; this was done on the 10th of A pril ; and the follow­
ing is the resu lt__ T h e  outrages in th a t county in  the year 1833, were
January , 196*—February , 178— M arch, 144— April, 47— M ay, 15.

T he measure n ex t in importance was the Irish  Church B ill ; one of a 
series of measures intended to remove those causes of complaint, and dis­
turbance, which rendered the Coercive Law necessary. T he provisions 
of this bill have been so recently discussed, th a t i t  would be useless to 
en ter into any detail. I ts  most im portant features were, th e  abolition 
of Church Rates, or as they  are called in Ireland V estry  Cess, the sup­
pression of 10 bishopricks out of 22, and the application of the ir revenues 
to purposes of religious instruction.

Those wTho look forward w ith eagerness to reform  in th e  English 
Church establishm ent, hailed the measure not only as an act of ju stice  
to Ireland, bu t as affording some clue to what may be the feelings and 
conduct of M inisters, when they  shall redeem the ir promise, by entering 
on the arduous task of Church Reform in England.

T he G rand Ju ry , and the J u ry  bills, also were subjects of vast im port­
ance in the affairs of Ire land  ; a great part, of th e  business of G rand J u ­
ries, in Ireland, is the making presentm ents for public works, chiefly 
roads. These were usually made by persons most in terested  in  th e  work 
to  be done, often the G rand Ju ro rs  themselves, and often for making 
roads, from which the public derived no benefit. None bu t those ac­
quainted w ith the jobbing, and the malversation of an Irish  G rand J u ry , 
could conceive the abuses attending  and incidental to the ir presentm ents. 
A few years ago, the evil was partially remedied ; bu t enough rem ained 
to make th e  existence of these presentm ents a grievous burthen  on the 
country.
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T he Act passed provides, th a t a certain num ber of persons, paying the 

highest am ount of county rate , shall be associated w ith the m agistrates 
a t Sessions, to judge of their presentm ents, and th a t all works to be exe­
cuted shall be done by open contract, and a certain portion of the ra te ­
payers are vested w ith a control over th e  expenditure.

T he object of the J u ry  B ill was to promote the b e tte r  adm inistration 
of justice, bv securing the im partial selection of Ju ries , and preventing 
the intim idation of witnesses, which was done by assimilating the law of 
Ire land  as far as possible to th a t of England, under Sir R. P eel’s J u ry  
Act ; th is was aided by th e  change of V enue Bill, which gave an oppor­
tu n ity  of removing the tr ia l of offences beyond the reach of local heats 
and animosities.

Two Commissions have been issued, from which much good may be 
expected—one for inquiring into the Corporations of Ireland, and the 
other for inquiring into the state of the labouring classes in Ireland. 
M r Sergeant Perin  is a t the head of the former, th e  Archbishop of D ub­
lin and the Catholic P rim ate are members of the la tte r. Such names are 
a security to the public th a t the inquiries will be efficiently conducted.

One of the last Acts of the Session was for the re lief o f the Clergy in 
Ireland, and to afford tim e for settling  the term s upon which an equitable 
commutation of tithe  m ight eventually  be effected.

As we can say no good, so we shall not say any th ing  o f the conduct of 
the Opposition Lords on some of these measures ; w hether they  became, 
in the eleventh hour, convinced of the ir necessity, or w hether they  a t last 
found it was not expedient to place them selves in direct opposition to the 
Commons, need not here be discussed. W h a t, however, can be said for 
the sincerity of those, who, opposing th e  Irish  Church Reform  B ill solely 
on religious grounds, could choose no more appropriate a leader than  the 
Duke of Cum berland ! !

T H E  A B O L IT IO N  O F  W E S T  IN D IA  S L A V E R Y .

On this subject, at the commencement of the Session, the minds of re . 
fleeting men were fixed with intense and anxious expectation. T h a t it 
would—th a t it m ust—be brought under the consideration of the R e­
formed Parliam ent, in th e ir  first Session, no one could doubt who had 
noted the zeal of its  promoters, and the hold which i t  had evidently ta ­
ken upon the public mind. T he excited hopes, and growing intelligence, 
of the Slave population rendered its  final settlem ent at no distant period 
inevitable, and every day of its  postponem ent was fraught w ith aggra­
vated danger. Y e t the gigantic ex ten t of the subject, the vast commer­
cial interests involved in  its development, the conflicting principles and 
prejudices which were to be encountered, the great moral and political 
problems which were to be discussed and solved, m ight well ju s tify  th e  
apprehensions of those who felt that, while the crisis was inevitable and 
the danger im m inent, the difficulties which were to be encountered were 
hardly less than insuperable. On the other hand, to allow such a ques­
tion to be thrown loosely before Parliam ent, the Country, and the Colo­
nies ; to furnish the mere assertion of a principle, independently of the 
practical details by which it would be carried into effect ; to have left the 
subject in the hands of those who were not responsible for the working of 
the great experim ent, w’ould m anifestly have been a dereliction of du ty  
on th e  part of M inisters, a shrinking from the high and arduous task 
which they had to perform, which would in itse lf  have ensured failure,
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and realised the most disastrous anticipations of the most timid. U nap­
palled, therefore, by the m agnitude of the difficulties, increased, as those 
difficulties were, by the excitem ent under which the subject m ust be 
brought forward, and the exorbitant demands of the W est Indians and 
the Abolitionists, M inisters boldly and wisely determined to grapple 
with the question ; and, in the name of his colleagues, L ord A lthorp pro­
mised tha t it  should be done.

T he performance of th a t promise is the A ct for the Abolition of Sla­
very ; and a b rief examination of its th ree principal features—the E x ­
tinction of Slavery, the Compensation to the Proprietors, and the Ap­
prenticeship of the emancipated Negroes— will shew th a t M inisters have 
faithfully redeemed the ir pledge : and th a t Parliam ent has honestly, 
prudently , and fearlessly performed its part.

T he Act provides for the entire extinction of Slavery in the B ritish 
Colonies on the 1st of A ugust 1834.

From  th a t day, Slavery becomes altogether illegal ; i t  is no longer pro­
tected, nor even recognised, by the law ; it  is denounced, proscribed, abo­
lished for ever, throughout all the dominions which own the B ritish 
sway.

Can we hesitate in pronouncing th a t this early period fixed for this 
g reat act of justice, is completely satisfactory to  every friend of liberty  
and hum anity. Is  i t  not immediate Emancipation ?

W ith  regard to the compensation, the sum of L . 20,000,000, which the 
A ct provides to be distributed among the Proprietors of Slaves, has been 
considered by the proprietors resident in this country  sufficiently satis­
factory to induce them  to promise their co-operation here, and the ir in ­
fluence in the Colonies, in carrying into effect the in tentions of the Go­
vernm ent, and the enactm ents of the Im perial L egislature ; and there  is 
no risk of the liberality  of the C ountry being abused, since it is provided 
tha t no part of the Compensation is to be paid to  any Colony unless it 
has adopted and conformed to the hum ane views of th e  m other country.

W hen it is considered th a t in the early part of th e  discussions on this 
branch of the subject the Abolitionists denied in toto the righ t of the 
Proprietors to th e  services of the ir Slaves, or to any compensation for 
the loss of those services, and tha t, on the other hand, th e  W est India 
Proprietors valued the ir Slaves alone at L . 44,000,000 ; and further, th a t 
during the whole Session the public mind has been more than usually 
sensitive to the burden of taxation, and more than ever alive to  the ne­
cessity of every practicable economy and retrenchm ent—it m ust be ad­
m itted th a t to produce a satisfactory result has required great firmness 
as well as discretion on the p art of M inisters.

H ad  the A ct m erely granted emancipation to the Slave, and compen­
sation to the Proprietor, i t  m ight have been satisfactory to those whose 
personal and pecuniary in terests were directly affected, but i t  certainlv 
would not have been safe.

I t  was absolutely necessary th a t some plan should be devised which 
should prevent the emancipated slave from relapsing into the condition 
of the savage ; which should afford opportunity for adapting the laws and 
institutions of the Colonies to the entirely  altered condition of society, and 
which m ight p reven t the loss to the W est Ind ia Proprietors, and to the 
trade and revenues of this country, which would necessarily ensue from 
an immediate and total cessation of the cultivation of Colonial produce.

F or these purposes, th e  A ct provides th a t every N egro shall, im m e­
diately upon his emancipation, become an apprentice to his present mas­
te r  for a period not exceeding six years.
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D uring this interval, the Slaves who are engaged in the cultivation 

and m anufacture of sugar and other agricultural produce, are to work for 
their masters, as apprentices, for forty-five hours per week, in considera­
tion of being provided w ith all the necessaries of life in the same m anner 
as at present.

B y  this arrangem ent, a supply of labour to a m oderate ex ten t is in­
sured to the proprietors : they are protected from the incalculable incon­
venience and danger which would accrue from the uncontrolled vagrancy 
and indolence of the N egroes; and they will be able, in  th is interval, 
not only to make such laws and police regulations as the communities 
may require, bu t also to tra in  up the Negro in habits of voluntary in­
dustry, and to fit him for the duties of a free citizen, which he will 
eventually have to perform.

T he certain supply of labour which the apprenticeship provides, al­
though insufficient for the production of the am ount of produce now ex­
ported from the Colonies, will probably be sufficient to prevent the ne­
cessity of resorting to the Slave Colonies of other nations for th e  supply 
of th a t produce, which would be a direct encouragem ent to th a t very  
system we are in the act of abolishing.

T he principal advantage of the apprenticeship, however, accrues to the 
Negroes themselves. T hey  are, in fact, placed in  a condition of greater 
comfort than th a t of the peasantry of any civilized nation.

For a very  m oderate am ount of labour, leaving a large reserve of un­
restricted leisure, not only are th e  effective Negroes, bu t the whole slave 
population, to be m aintained by the Proprietors during the apprentice­
ship. At' ♦  '

T he du ty  imposed upon them  of working forty-five hours per week for 
their employer, secures them  from the evils and vices o f a vagrant and 
idle life ; and, a t the same tim e, the m utual dependence of the em ployer 
and the apprentice, arising out of this lim itation of the hours of compul­
sory labour, will lead necessarily to a system of voluntary  contracts to 
work for wages.

Those who objected to the system of apprenticeship, described i t  as 
enforcing work w ithout wages, bu t overlooked or suppressed the fact— 
that wages, and those by no means inadequate, will be given to the ap­
prenticed labourer in the form of m aintenance and lodging, and other ne­
cessaries for himself, and also for those whom he would otherwise be 
bound to support.

Nor m ust it be overlooked, tha t, in a state of slavery, th e  m aster is 
bound to furnish his Slaves w ith houses and provision grounds, to which 
they in  general become much attached, and which, from long habit, they 
have learn t to consider as their own individual property. T he natu re 
of rent, or the very idea of making any paym ent for leave to occupy 
these premises, has never entered into the imagination of a Negro : yet 
it is equally clear tha t, when he ceases to be a slave, the m aster is no 
longer bound to furnish him w ith a lodging and land gratuitously ; and 
that, on the other hand, any attem pt to eject the Negro population would 
be not only hazardous bu t impracticable. I t  seems, therefore, a wise pro­
vision, th a t by an interm ediate state of attachm ent to the soil, the Negro 
should, for a time, retain  possession of his present habitation, and during 
the term  of his contract pay for it, and for the annual supplies of clothing 
which, on the present system of trade, are regularly supplied from G reat 
B ritain according to the demand, by a reasonable proportion of labour in 
lieu of money.

Nor were those who opposed this part of the G overnm ent plan, pre.
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pared to agree in the substitution of any expedient to m eet the various 
evils which i t  was intended to prevent.

Such are the principal features of the measure, by means of which 
M inisters have attem pted to solve the great problem which was sub­
m itted  to them. T he details of the plan they have properly left to the 
local experience of the various Colonial legislatures.

To those legislatures also, they have wisely afforded th e  opportunity 
of anticipating, by laws of their own, the enactm ents of th e  B ritish  P ar­
liam ent, and of acquiring the gratitude and confidence of th e  Slave Po­
pulation, by spontaneously conferring upon them  the blessings and p ri­
vileges of freedom.

On one subject alone, the M inisters have fe lt th a t its  peculiar nature, 
and the circumstances of some particular Colonies, have made i t  neces­
sary to legislate im m ediately and decisively. A ll restrictions upon the 
teachers of the Christian religion in the B ritish  Colonies are removed by 
this Act, except such as exist in the M other Country.

I t  would be foreign to our purpose, and would exceed the lim its to 
which we are restricted, to en ter more into the details o f this im portant 
change in the condition of W est Indian Society ; bu t i t  may be added, 
as a m aterial feature in  the case, th a t to superintend the due execution 
of the proposed system, and to ensure to the m asters and apprentices a 
fair and im partial adm inistration of the laws which regulate the ir m utual 
relations, a body of gentlem en will be sent from th is country, to act as 
special magistrates, unconnected w ith local prejudices, independent of 
colonial influence, whose presence, dispersed as they  will be throughout 
th e  Islands, cannot b u t give confidence to all classes, inspire a feeling of 
increased connection w ith the M other Country, and of secure participa­
tion in the im partial adm inistration o f  the law. M uch, no doubt, re ­
mains to be done, for th e  purposes of police, of religious instruction, and 
of general education : bu t we doubt not th a t these im portant provisions 
will be m atured in a spirit o f wise and liberal policy, and we tru s t th a t 
in promoting those great objects, the Colonial Legislatures will cordially 
adopt the views, and co-operate with the exertions, of the B ritish  P a r­
liament, the G overnm ent, and the Nation.

F IN A N C E .

To carry retrenchm ent into our public establishm ents, so far as can 
possibly be done w ithout im pairing their efficiency ; and to apply the 
surplus revenue, w hether arising from increased consumption, or "dimi­
nished expenditure, to the re lie f of those branches of industry  on which 
taxation most severely and injuriously presses, are th e  principles of finan­
cial policy professed by the present Government.

W e shall endeavour to give a brief outline of the m easures adopted in 
pursuance of these objects—shewing, on the one hand, the reductions ef­
fected in the Public E xpenditure, and, on the other, th e  re lie f afforded 
by taxes repealed or reduced.
. *n 1830, when the present G overnm ent came into office., th e  to ta l net 
income of the country was, in  round numbers, L . 50,000,000. O f this 
sum, L . .35,000,000 were absorbed in the paym ent of the D ebt, Civil 
L ist, Half-pay of the A rm y and N avy, Superannuated and lle tired  Al- 
owance to Civil Officers, and other fixed charges ; leaving about 

L . 15,000,000 susceptible of reduction, exclusive of any dim inution which 
might be effected in the expenses of collection.
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I t  is im portant th a t this distinction should be borne in m ind ; because, 

either from ignorance or malevolence, or from both, it  is repeatedly and 
pertinaciously asserted— H ow  paltry  the reduction of a million or two 011 
fifty millions ! W e respectfully  beg our readers to hold fast by the 
fifteen millions, and to dismiss the fifty millions altogether from  the ir 
imaginations ; for, although the  country, unhappily, has to raise the 
larger sum, the G overnm ent can only effect reduction on th e  smaller 
sum. T o confound two things so essentially d istinct, is a financial delu­
sion— to be carefully avoided by those who desire to form a ju s t  estim ate 
of the value and m erit of the reductions which have been made, and of 
the probable ex ten t to which they  may eventually  be carried.
The E xpenditure of the year ending the 5th A pril 1832, was L . 47,858,000 
The Expenditure of the year ending the 5th of A pril 1833, 45,365,000

A ctual diminution of expenditure in 1833, . . . .  L. 2,493,000 
The estim ated expenditure of the present year, ending 5th A pril

1 ^ 3 4 , ........................................................................................... 44,922,000

F arth er reduction of Expenditure, . . L. 443,000

T otal estimated diminution of E xpenditure between A pril 1832,
and A pril 1 8 3 4 , ................................................................L. 2,936,000

A reduction will thus have been effected, during the  years 1831, 1832, 
and 1833, to the  ex ten t of about th ree  millions upon th a t portion of the  
expenditure which adm its of reduction, viz. about fifteen millions.

A comparison of the Estim ates of the  present w ith those of the  pre­
ceding years, leads to the  same satisfactory result. In  1817, the  Com­
m ittee of F inance, afte r a laborious investigation, gave an estim ate of the  
am ount to which they  thought it possible to reduce the  charge for the  
A rm y, N avy, Ordnance, and M iscellaneous Service. T h a t estim ate was 
L. 17,350,000.

!  rom th a t period to the  present, th e  following have been the  E stim ates 
annually voted.

A m ount voted.
1818, . . . .  L. 18,970,95a
1819 , .......................................  18,488,447
1820 , ......................19,«73,717
1821 , .......................................  18,358,651
1822 , .......................................  16,679,633
1823 , .......................................  15,878,313
1824 , .......................................  16,734,713
1825 , .......................................  17,593,252

A m ount votecb
1826, . . .  . L . 17,942,963
1827 , ........................................  18,745,360
1828 , ........................................  17,776,999
1829 , ........................................  17,626,855
1830 , ........................................  16,648,762
1831 , ........................................  17,782,487
1832 , .................. 15,411,571
1833 , ........................................  14,622,219

T he estim ates of the present year are, therefore, L . 2,720,513 below 
the am ount which the  Com m ittee of 1817 thought it possible to reach. 
They are, L. 3,102,000 less than the estim ates of 1831, and L . 2,730,835 
less than the average of 1828, 1829, and 1830, being the three years of 
the preceding Governm ent.

T he Duke of W ellington, during these th ree years, carried into ef­
fect many vigorous measures of economy. In  this respect we are ready 
to admit the m erit of his G overnm ent, bu t on the same ground we claim 
still higher praise for those who followed ; their task was more difficult ; 
superfluous offices had been already greatly  diminished, and farther re ­
duction was to be effected on a diminished expenditure. a W e have 
reaped the harvest of reduction,” said a member of the  late governm ent, 
“ and left only the gleanings to our successors — these, then, are the
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gleanings— they  equal the harvest in amount, and far exceed it in the 
difficulty of the gathering.

T he reductions which have been made in the Estim ates for the Army, 
N avy, Ordnance, and Miscellaneous Services, will be shewn by the an­
nual charge for the last th ree years__

Navy. Army. Ordnance.
1831, . L . 5,842,835 7,551,000 1,478,900
1832, . L . 4,505,000 7,006,000 1,634,800
1833, . L . 4,658,000 6,673,000 1,455,200

Miscellaneous.
2,900,400
2,133,900
1,835,000

W e insert a most im portant account, shewing some of the diminutions 
made in the Salaries of the principal Officers of S tate, of the Judges, 
Commissioners, and others, whose allowances exceed h .  1000 per annum, 
and also the reduction in the Diplomatic D epartm ent.

Amount of Reductions in Salaries of L . 1000 and upwards, since 1830.

Emoluments Emoluments Saving.in 1829. in 1830.

£ £ £
T r e a s u r y ..................................
Hom e, Foreign, and Colonial

20,900 14,800 6,100

D e p a r tm e n ts ....................... 52,828 36,100 16,728
A d m ira lty ................................. 19,940 7,500 12,440
A rm y - - ............................ 17,876 8,455 9,421
K ing’s Household, &c. - - 11,286 . 2,000 9,286
C u s t o m s ............................  - 64,520 18,400 46,120
E x c i s e ............................  _ _ 14,300 7,200 -7,100
Judges and Courts of Law - 52,492 38,000 14,492
Ireland . .................................. 49,903 32,989 16,914
Colonial A gents, &c. - - - 5,305 1,300 4,005
M iscellaneous _ _ .  _ _ 6,298 6,298

D ip l o m a t ic  and  Consular
O f f ic e s .

Ambassadors ...................... 55,300 45,900 9,400
Envoys E xtraordinary, and

Ministers Plenipotentiary 50,300 38,900 11,400
Ministers resident abroad 14,200 10,750 3,450
S e c r e t a r i e s ........................... 15,000 11,375 3,625
Consuls, &c. - ....................... 44,450 21,800 22,650

General Total, 494,898 295,469 199,429

D uring the years 1831 and 1832, the total num ber o f Offices reduced 
on the several establishments amounted to 1265, and their Salaries to 
L . 220,000. From  the retired  list 50ü persons have also been brought 
into active employment, as vacancies occurred. T his sacrifice of their 
patronage proves the sincere desire of the G overnm ent to effect everv 
possible saving.

B u t it is not only in the E xpenditure of the public income th a t great 
saving has been effected ; the expense of collecting it has also been 
greatly diminished ; indeed, to such an ex ten t has this been carried in 
some D epartm ents, tha t it may reasonably be doubted, w hether such re-



I ductions, in ju stice  to the  fair trader, and w ithout risk to the  revenue, 
j can be carried fu rther.

In the Customs, during the years 1831 and 1832, not less than 414 of­
fices have been abolished, and a saving of L. 29,000 effected.

In the Excise, during the years 1830, 1831, and 1832, the
number of persons reduced w a s , ....................................  507

Am ount of Reduction in salaries . . . .  L. 68,000
Official expenses r e d u c e d ....................................................... 72,500
Superannuation and Retiring Allowances diminished . 4,750

—-_________
T otal A nnual Reduction . . . L . 145,250

T he same spirit o f economy has been carried into the  Colonial E s ta ­
blishments. T he salaries and em olum ents of Governors, Judges, Col­
lectors, and Superintendents, have all been subm itted  to a most rigorous 
examination, and the ir respective offices and establishm ents have been 
more or less reduced.

1. In  the establishm ents a t M alta , G ibraltar, Cape of Good H ope,
Barbary Consuls, Fernando Po, Gold Coast, Ceylon, New South W ales. 
Van D iem en’s Land, Swan R iver, and M auritius,__

T he total charge, when the reduction commenced,
amounted was . . . . , . . l . 411 745

T he immediate saving . . . . . . 72 703
And the prospective saving to .....................................6 l’318
Making a to tal saving o f .......................................................134’o21

2. In  the establishm ents a t Low er and U pper Canada, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Berm uda, «See__

The charge at commencement of reduction was . . L. 5.9,890
T he im m ediate saving w a s ..............................................17,752
T he prospective s a v i n g ....................................................... 21,549
T otal saving .................................................................... 39,301

3. In  Trinidad, B ritish  Guiana, Bahamas, and S t Lucia,—
T he charge at commencement of reduction was . . L. 101,082
Im m ediate saving was . . . . .  43,877
Prospective saving . . . . . .  7’41fi
Total s a v i n g .................................................................51’o93

T he to ta l am ount of reduction, therefore, in the Colonies, is as follows :
Charge when reduction commenced . . . L. 57^ 717

Im m ediate saving . . . L . 134,332
Prospective saving . . . .  90,283
T otal s a v i n g ................................................  224,615

Charge as it will eventually stand L. 348,102
B u t there are persons who, in the genuine spirit o f detraction, beiiur 

compelled to adm it the  am ount of reduction, contend th a t it has been ef­
fected by the sacrifice of the  inferior officers. T h e  answer to this charge 
is, th a t 6

The average salary of persons reduced under the late Government
tt / m ° u n t s  t o   ................................................................................... L . 117 16 1Under the present Government to . . .  226 7 8

B u t an answer still more trium phant can be given. T he first experi­
ment of reduction made b y  the present G overnm ent was upon them - 
sen es ; and on the salaries of the higher political offices of the  sta te  
am ounting to L . 143,617, a saving of .L. 21,894 has been effected, being 
an actual deduction of 15 per cent.

[ 13
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W e have now alluded to the different departm ents in which reductions 

have been made, and the ex ten t to which they have been carried ; the 
vast num ber of offices and establishments abolished or reduced, will give 
some idea of the labour required to carry them  into effect. T heir aggre­
gate am ount may, in round numbers, be stated a t L . 3,000,000 ; redu­
cing the expenditure susceptible of reduction from L . 15,000,000 tr 
L . 12,000,000. T he whole of this sum of L . 3,000,000 has been applied 
to give re lief from Taxation, and the following statem ent w ill show, that 
in  adm inistering this relief, the object which the G overnm ent had in view 
was to stim ulate industry, and to augm ent the resources of the country 
by promoting the interests of T rade, M anufactures, and Commerce. ï i  
this object they  have persevered at the risk, and almost a t the expense 
of their own popularity.

R elief from Taxation in 1831 and 1832.
Printed G o o d s , ............................................. . . .  h . 550,00(
Coals and Slates, . . . . . . . . .  900,00(
C a n d l e s , .................................................................................  500,00(
Hemp, Drugs, &c........................................................................... 140,00(

L.2,090,00(
Deduct Impost on Cotton Wool, . 300,00Í

Total Relief, . L . 1,790,00< 
F u rth e r relief, effected during the present Session :__

T i l e s , ..........................................................................................L . 37,C0(
M arine I n s u r a n c e s , .................................... ........  100,00(
A d v e r t i s e m e n ts , ........................................................................  75,00(
Assessed Taxes and Farming S t o c k , ....................................  440,00(
Cotton W o o l , ........................................................................  300,00(
S o a p , .......................................................................................... 593,00(

In  1833, . . L. 1,545,00(
In  1831-32, . . 1,790,00(

L. 3,335,00(
T he various duties repealed or reduced by Lord Althorp, are as follow :
P rin ted  Cottons, Coals and Slates, Candles, Tiles, Small Receipt 

Stamps, Land T ax  on Personal Estates, D u ty  on Pam phlets, on Travel* 
lers or Riders, on Clerks, Book-keepers, and Óffice-men, Overseers, M a­
nagers, Shopmen, W arehousemen, and Cellarmen, D u ty  on T ax  Carts, 
and H orse T ax  payable by M arket Gardeners—repealed.

A dvertisem ent duty, Soap duty , H ouse T ax  on Shops, and H ouse Tax 
payable by Licensed V ictuallers,—reduced one-half.

H em p, Drugs, M arine Insurances, C ottonW ool,—reduced.
T ax  on Houses of L . 10 value,—reduced one-third.
T ax  on Houses from L . 10 to L . 18,—reduced progressively.
T he G overnm ent m ight have gained more applause, i f  they had grati­

fied the counties by a reduction of the M alt D uty , or the  towns by a re ­
peal of the H ouse and W indow D uty  ; bu t we beg the most clamorous 
advocates for the repeal of the H ouse D uty  to rem em ber this fact, that 
the total number of houses in Great Britain is 2,840,179, ami the number as­
sessed to the House Tax 430,017, leaving six-sevenths of the whole totally 
exem pt : then  le t him te ll us w hether this T ax  can be considered as one 
which presses exclusively, or even mainly, on the industrious poor. The 
repeal of the D uties on Coals, Candles, Soap, and L eather, is felt even
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in the lowly tenem ent where Assessed Taxes are unknown ; a t the same 
time we admit, th a t where distress from other causes exists, as in some 
districts in London, the pressure of these taxes is severe, and in all their 
irregularity  is objectionable.

A nother objection has been made to the repeal of such duties as those 
upon Tax-C arts, Tiles, &c. In  reply to this argum ent, we may appeal 
to the farm ers of Essex and Norfolk, whose petitions loaded the table of 
the H ouse of Commons, and to the tile-m anufacturers of Stafford and 
M iddlesex, whose applications were before the T reasury. T he fact is, 
the supposed insignificance of these taxes is only the discovery of those 
who wish to undervalue the reduction.

I n  th e  public accounts, i t  has been adm itted, th a t sim plicity has been 
introduced ; no mystification is attem pted, no deception practised ; and 
as the value of th is can be best appreciated by one who has waded through 
masses of accounts, which almost seem designed to perplex and deceive, 
we may conclude by quoting the honourable testim ony which M r H um e 
has borne to the m erit of the G overnm ent in this respect :— “ I  have al­
ways said, th a t one great advantage has been derived from the accession
of the present M inisters to  Office. T hey  have simplified the Civil L is t 
charges, and brought them  under the proper heads. I  also give them  
every credit for laying open to inquiry  every branch of expenditure, and 
there is now no departm ent into which M em bers of the H ouse cannot 
inquire, and no accounts connected w ith the Finances of the C ountry 
have been refused by the Noble Lord. T h e  H ouse, then, is now placed 
in a situation in which, w ith a little  trouble, it  can have any statem ent 
of the N ational Finances th a t any H onourable M em ber can wish for.”

N a v y  a n d  A r m y — T here is no departm ent of the G overnm ent in 
which more effectual reductions have taken place than in the expenses 
of the Navy. T he same rigid economy which marked th e  E stim ates of
1832, marks the E stim ates of this year.

In  1829 the sum voted w a s , ............................................. L . 5,878,794
— 1830 —  ............................................  5,594,955
~ 1831 _  .............................................  5,870,551
„  1832 _  _  ............................................  4,878,634
~ 1833 .............................................  4,658,134

As regards the Estim ates of 1831, these m ust be in some measure taken 
as those of the former G overnm ent, as, when the present M inisters suc­
ceeded to  office, they were, in  fact, in a g reat measure prepared. The 
Estim ates for th is year are nearly a million below those of 1830 ; and as 
regards the last year, are less by L . 220,000.

I t  is im portant to observe, th a t this reduction of nearly a million, was 
made entirely  on what is term ed the Effective Establishm ent ; the non- 
Effective, viz. the half-pay, superannuation, &c. (amounting to nearly  a 
third of the whole expenses) being a fixed charge.

A reduction of L . 74,078 per annum, in the Civil Establishm ent of the 
Navy, has been made since the present M inisters came into office, of 
which L . 10,800 was in respect of Salaries above L . 800 a-year *.

* 12 Commissioners, L. 14,200
1 Paymaster of Marines, - 1,000

61 Superior Officers of Yards, - - 19,712
37 Inferior ditto, - 3,885

102 Clerks, . . . .  33,276

213 L. 74,073
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T he debt of the Navy, which in 1830 was L . 1,314,000, is now reduced 

to L. 977,000.
T h a t these reductions have not been made a t the expense of the efficiency 

of the service is shown by the fact, th a t two ships of 120 guns have been 
launched in the present year, one of 92 guns, and several frigates, and 
th a t there is more tim ber, &c. in the Dock Y ard, ready for use, than 
when the Duke of W ellington quitted  office *.

Again, i t  may be observed, th a t the services performed by the N avy 
in the last year (almost as considerable as would be requisite in a tim e 
of war), afford ample proof th a t those extensive reductions have in no­
wise diminished its efficiency.

T he ports of H olland were blockaded during a northern  winter, and 
not a ship of the blockading force was lost. T h e  whole Indian  trade of 
H olland was arrested, and scarcely a ship escaped. In  the Tagus and 
the Douro, a large N aval force was required for the protection of the 
property and persons of British subjects, and to command the reluctant 
neu tra lity  of Spain. A large squadron is a t present at the m outh of the 
Dardanelles, for the purpose of upholding our influence in a quarter in ­
tim ately connected with our m aritim e in terests. T he agitated sta te  of 
the Slave Colonies, has made an increased N aval force necessary in the 
W est Indies, and the M auritius. If, therefore, th e  reductions already 
stated have been made at a tim e when such im portant services have been 
required, i t  may fairly be inferred, th a t g reat as the reductions have been, 
a more settled state of our foreign relations w ill adm it of a fu rth e r re ­
duction of the force itself, and consequently a still g reater dim inution of 
expenditure in this departm ent.

In  addition to the reduction in the departm ents of th e  N avy, the 
whole subject of Arm y and N avy appointm ents was referred to a Com­
m ittee, and the names of the persons selected gave a full w arrant tha t 
the inquiry  would be searching, and the reduction as unsparing as was 
consistent w ith the efficiency of the service.

T he Committee, have come to certain resolutions, whereby the prin­
ciple of the abolition of all sinecures is announced, and they  propose to 
abolish prospectively all sinecure garrison appointm ents, and to substi­
tu te  a scale of rewards for distinguished services, th e  am ount of which 
is fixed a t L . 8000 a-year. To ensure as far as possible th e  best distri­
bution of this fund ; to p revent its misapplication, by being lavished on 
favourites, instead of being the reward of veterans, the names of those 
on whom it is to be conferred, are to be laid annually before Parliam ent, 
so th a t th e  responsibility for the due distribution rests w ith  the M in is­
ter, and will be open to public animadversion.

A ll Civilians are im m ediately to vacate garrison appointm ents, except 
where special grounds for their not doing so can be shewn. T h e  large 
income derived by the G overnor of G ibraltar from local revenues, and 
Lord ltosslyn’s sinecure, are prospectively abolished.

* A n Account of the Q uantities of Hemp, Cordage, and Tim ber, in 
store on the 31st December 1830, and 30th June  1833 :—.

IN  STORE.

31 st December 1830. 
Hemp, - 7,394 Tons.
Cordage, - 3,500

10,894
Timber, - 56,633 Loads.

30 th Ju n e  1833. 
11,446 Tons. 
3,435

14,881
60,717 Loads.
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Some savings are also proposed to arise from the mode of paying for 

the clothing, and in the pay of colonels of regiments. T he cases of manv 
general officers, who attained in 1814 the unattached pay, w ithout hav­
ing performed services which entitled  them  to it, are to be reconsidered, 
and the staff at head-quarters is recommended to be reduced.

O f the sinecures in the Navy, only those of the Vice and R ear Admi­
ral of England are to be retained. T he L ieu tenan t and M ajor General, 
and Colonels of M arines, are to be abolished, and an annual sum equal 
to their pay is proposed, (as in the case of the Army), to be substituted 
as a reward for distinguished services. A strong opinion is expressed 
against Brevets, or the creation of F lag  Officers, unless urgently  called 
ior by public necessity. T he to ta l am ount of present saving will be 
about L . 16*,800, and the prospective saving about L . 47,800 ; to which 
may be added th e  saving to be deduced from the appropriation of the re­
venues of the Crown in G uernsey and Jersey , and tha t arising from a 
réduction of the staff a t head-quarters. T he am ount either of the pre­
sent or fu tu re  savings is small, bu t the principle thus established by the 
Com mittee is most im portant, and will go far towards reconciling the 
Country to expenses which henceforward cannot be misapplied.

T here is one branch of the Finance of the country  which the hand of 
Reform has never reached ; for amidst all the various inquiries which 
have of late years been directed into the Public Expenditure, the E x ­
cise * has been by much ingenuity  kept untouched, as a kind of preserve 
for the breeding of patronage. Y ear after year has heaped vexatious 
statu tes upon sta tu tes till, a t last, th e ir  provisions, for the ir very  ab­
surdity  and complexity, became almost a dead le tte r  ; and the officers 
have, in m any instances, ceased to regard them  ; bu t the staff has been 
kept up, notw ithstanding; from the very institu tion  of the Excise, its 
vexatious and oppressive regulations have been a source o f constant re ­
proach. Even the T ory Johnson, defines Excise, as “  a hateful tax, 
levied upon commodities, and adjudged not by the common judges of 
property, bu t by wretches hired by those to whom the Excise is paid.”

In  the beginning of this Session, the M inistry  proceeded to break in 
on this hallowed ground of patronage ; and to search in to  the vexations 
and evils of a system  th a t all had deprecated, bu t which seemed to be 
doomed to perpetual continuance. No hope, of course, could be held out 
for the removal of one of the powerful sources of taxation : yet, much 
might be done in the repealing of unnecessary and vexatious3regulations, 
ana in the abolition of useless offices. In  A pril last, a Commission was 
appointed to inquire into the M anagem ent and Collection of the Excise 
Revenue, with a view, not only of diminishing the expense of the diffe­
ren t departm ents, bu t of relieving, as much as possible, th e  public, and 
the different trades, from the interference of the Excise. T he placing 
Sir H en ry  Parnell a t the head of this Commission, was, a t once, a gua­
rantee, th a t the inquiry would be searching and effectual ; and a proof 
th a t the G overnm ent were inclined to select the fittest person for the 
examination, even though he m ight be found in the ranks of their oppo­
nents. T his Commission has already made one R eport, in which they 
recommend the Abolition of all Excise Supervision on Tea. T he advan­
tage and re lief to be derived from this, the first-fruits of the labours of 
the Commission, may be judged of, when i t  is stated, th a t the num ber of 
dealers who will thus be relieved from a harassing, useless, and oppres­
sive inquisition, am ounts to above one hundred thousand.

* The Commission which issued at the suggestion of Sir H. Parnell some 
years ago, was confined to Scotland and Ireland.

B
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A Second Report, respecting Wine, is in  great forwardness ; which, it  

is understood, will be to  the same effect as th a t on Tea. T he Survey 
on Beer, which is still kept up to the inconvenience of the Trade, and, 
one should almost suppose, for no other purpose, as the duties have been 
repealed, m ust share the same fate. T he savings, it is understood, which 
will resu lt from the removal of this heap of vexatious and useless in te r­
ference, including some minor reductions in contemplation, will am ount 
to little  less than L . 100,000 per annum.

Besides this, it  is understood th a t the Commissioners w ill recommend 
the to ta l reduction of D u ty  on m any small articles, in which the expense 
of collection comes to nearly the am ount of the D u ty  collected.

B A N K  C H A R T E R .

T o the measures we have already described, is to be added, the renewal 
of the Bank of England Charter, and the measures proposed for th e  regu­
lation of Jo in t Stock Banking Companies.

A Com mittee of Secrecy had been appointed during the preceding 
Session, to report on the expediency of renewing the exclusive privileges 
of the Bank : the inquiry continued from th e  end of M ay till the close 
of the Session ; bu t though much valuable evidence was obtained, no re ­
port was agreed to, by which G overnm ent m ight have been assisted in 
the settlem ent of a question involving many in terests, and surrounded 
by many difficulties.

T he privileges of the Bank of England have been assailed on the one 
hand, as an odious monopoly ; and on th e  other, they  have been defended 
as a necessary protection to the public against fluctuations in the am ount 
of paper money.

W e are justified in asserting, th a t this la tte r opinion is th a t which is 
entertained by m en whose attention to the subject, experience, and talent, 
en title  them  to be received as the best authorities, on a question requir­
ing very  a tten tive  consideration. I t  has been clearly shewn, th a t com­
petition, however generally beneficial, m ust in  such cases lead to perni­
cious results ; th a t i t  has a tendency in periods of increasing prices, u n ­
duly to expand the currency, thus stim ulating im provident speculation ; 
which in its tu rn , is followed by panic, sudden contraction, and distress
__tha t one Bank of Issue is enabled to control and regulate th e  issues
according to the Foreign Exchanges, w ith not only th e  least, bu t also the 
most gradual fluctuation ; and th a t the mode which the Bank of England 
has recently  adopted for effecting this object, is a t once simple and effi­
cacious. r  f

A fter m uch b itte r experience, the tru th  of some principles, a t least, 
has been recognised. Enactm ents against the exportation of gold coin 
are no longer heard of, and a system has a t length been established, which, 
under th e  control of publicity, promises to secure to the country a sound 
currency, and to  afford every legitim ate facility to m ercantile transactions. 
O n these grounds Lord A lthorp vindicated the propriety of calling on the 
Legislature to renew, under certain conditions, th e  most im portant p ri­
vileges of the Bank of England.

O ur lim its necessarily confine us to the statem ent of the principles 
which appear to have guided the G overnm ent in  conducting a negotia­
tion, involving many details of intricacy and difficulty, and the subject 
of long and repeated discussion.

These were



T he m onthly publication of the ir accounts.
T he repaym ent of a portion of the capital.
T he partia l repeal of the U sury Laws, which now impede the action 

of the Bank, and of all o ther similar establishm ents.
T he annual paym ent by the Bank of L . 120,000, in re tu rn  for the p ri­

vileges continued to it.
R endering the Bank of England Notes a legal tender, except a t the 

Bank itse lf or its branches.
T h e  quarterly  re tu rn  of the am ount of circulation of all other Banks ; 

—and
C ertain provisions, to which we shall presently  allude, for the im ­

provem ent of Joint-S tock Bank —are all of them , more or less,import­
an t measures, the object and advantages of which were distinctly ex ­
plained and enforced by Lord A lthorp on introducing the subject to 
Parliam ent. T hey  have received the sanction of the highest authority.

W ith  respect to one of the provisions of the Bill, it  m ust be adm itted 
th a t much diversity of opinion has been expressed, and much good, as 
well as much evil, predicted.

Defended by Tooke, Baring, Smith, and H orselv  Palm er, opposed by 
Peel, H erries, and others, whose opinions have equal claims to conside­
ration, the u Legal T ender” may be regarded by m any writh  doubt, not 
unm ixed with apprehension. Depreciation of Bank o f England paper 
will, it  is affirmed, be the consequence of this measure : and it is proba­
ble tha t it was supported bv some because they hoped such would be the 
result ; while it  was opposed by others, w’ho, acknowledging its m any ad­
vantages, dreaded th is effect. I t  is not easy to imagine on what founda­
tion they  rested their hopes and the ir fears, unless it  were on some vague 
notion of a connection between th is measure and th a t of rendering paper 
absolutely inconvertible. No two measures can be more essentially 
distinct. W hile im m ediately convertible in London, depreciation there 
will, we presume, be adm itted to be impossible ; and tha t, while its value 
is maintained in London, the centre of the money transactions of the 
kingdom— the m arket to which the C ountry Banker m ust resort, i t  can 
become depreciated in the country, is not only inexplicable by any pro­
cess of reasoning, bu t at variance w ith every fact tha t bears on the subject.

On the other hand, the advantages of the measure are manifest ; it  
enables the C ountry Banker to m eet a sudden run , w ithout incurring 
the expense and delay of transporting the precious metals ; and affords 
to th e  Bank of England, th a t protection so essential to its  security under 
the most try ing  of all circumstances—the occurrence of a sudden in te r­
nal demand, th e  consequence of commercial panic afte r a long continued 
drain for exportation.

I t  will be borne in mind, th a t such a panic is most likely to occur 
when th e  Foreign Exchanges having been for a considerable period ad­
verse to the C ountry, an unnatural contraction of the Currency, too fre­
quently  attended with commercial em barrassment, has been produced. 
T he demand of th e  C ountry Banker at such a m om ent is regulated, not 
by the am ount of his w^ants, bu t by the ex ten t of his fears.

T he treasure of the Bank being then at its lowest ebb, such a demand 
is so peculiarly dangerous, th a t i t  may be doubted w hether a single Bank 
of issue, notw ithstanding its decided advantages, would be desirable, un­
less it received th a t effectual protection which this measure affords.

T he allowance retained by the Bank has been censured by some as too 
great ; b u t those who take an enlarged view of the im portant functions 
of the Bank of England, as the great centre and source of the circulation



of the kingdom, charged with m aintaining its value, w ith supporting it 
in tim es of discredit, and w ith distributing free of expense the requisite 
supply of gold, by means of its Branches, establishm ents of great public 
u tility , bu t to the Bank sources of expense ra th e r than of profit, will not 
be disposed to censure the G overnm ent for not w ringing from the Bank 
th e  utm ost concession which it was possible to exact.

Some doubt having arisen with respect to the ex ten t of the existing 
privileges which G overnm ent had agreed to confer on the Bank, i t  was 
ascertained th a t they had no right to prevent the establishm ent in  Lon­
don of Joint-Stock Banks of Deposit, and a declaratory clause to this ef­
fect was introduced into the new Act.

T he renewal of the Bank C harter offered a favourable opportunity for 
introducing certain regulations for the im provem ent of Joint-Stock 
Banks. Established after the panic of 1825, at a tim e when all the evils 
of Banking were a ttribu ted  to one single cause, the lim itation of the 
num ber of partners, the sole rem edy was sought for in  withdrawing tha t 
restriction. T he formation of large Companies was encouraged, on whom, 
as on private Bankers, the privilege of issuing Bank-N otes was conferred, 
w ithout any other security to the public than th a t which was derived 
from the increased num ber of partners. M any highly respectable esta­
blishments were formed, others of an equivocal na tu re  sprang up. To 
secure to the country the advantages which Joint-S tock Banking Com­
panies are capable of conferring, and to give them  higher claims to pub­
lic confidence, was the object of the G overnm ent.

I t  was proposed by Lord A lthorp to relieve them  from certain  restric­
tions to which they are a t present subject, and to empower the Crown to 
g ran t them  Charters on complying w ith certain conditions, of which the 
most im portant was to pay up their capitals, and lodge a portion, as se­
curity, in the public funds. These were conditions which i t  was con­
ceived no respectable establishm ent could have any difficulty in acceding 
to ; which several had applied for as a protection, and which were calcu­
lated to restrain the proceedings of those whose hopes of profit are de­
rived from encouraging a spirit o f reckless speculation, and who impose 
on the public by appealing to the m agnitude of a capital which exists 
only on paper.

Such were the measures proposed by the G overnm ent—such the ob­
jects which they  had in view ; and it  is not saying too m uch to assert, 
tha t the plan, when announced, received, as to its  essential provisions, 
very  general approbation. To tha t part of th e  measure affecting the 
Joint-Stock Banks, opposition, however, began to m anifest itself. T he 
Country Bankers took the alarm. T he im m ediate substitu tion of Bank 
of England paper was declared to be the necessary consequence of lim ited 
liability, and the extinction of th e  C ountry B anker the inevitable result. 
T he G overnm ent, desirous th a t no unnecessary alarm  should be excited, 
and th a t a complete conviction of the u tility  and necessity of these pro­
visions should be felt, consented to postpone them  till another Session, 
leaving the subject before the public, th a t a more decided opinion m ight 
be pronounced on its  m erits. In  the mean tim e an A ct has been passed, 
by which Joint-Stock Banks are perm itted to render the ir notes payable 
in London, and to draw Bills on London under L . 50.

A lthough an im portant p a rt of the measure as first introduced into 
Parliam ent has thus been deferred, th a t which affects the Bank of E ng­
land has been brought to a successful term ination, and the principles on 
which a sound and safe system of paper circulation may be conducted, 
have been distinctly recognised and confirmed by Parliam ent.



Connected, however, w ith this subject, and of for g reater importance 
than any law which has been passed upon it, is an Act of the House of 
Commons itself, em anating not from the G overnm ent, or from any poli­
tical party, bu t supported by men of all political creeds, and upon other 
topics of all shades of opinions— we allude to the resolution against any 
depreciation of the standard of value as by law established. W hoever 
recollects the language held in and out of Parliam ent a t the beginning 
of the Session ; the meetings in Birm ingham  and Richmond T errace! 
the manifestos of the Currency Club ; the rum ours which were circu­
lated ; the highly raised hopes and loud boastings of a certain partv  ; will 
admit this event to have been as im portant in its consequences "to the 
country, as honourable to the Reformed H ouse. T he immense m ajoritv 
by which the resolution was carried, the trium ph in argum ent achieved 
by its supporters, has crushed for ever the expectations of those who 
would unsettle  all the m onetary transactions of the Em pire, and has gi­
ven a degree of confidence to the industrious and productive classes of 
the com m unity, which no other circumstance could have inspired. H ad 
the H ouse of Commons performed no other act bu t this, it would have 
sufficiently shewn itse lf w orthy of its  high mission.

E A S T  IN D IA  C H A R T E R .

T he settlem ent of the question as to the Renew al of the C harter of 
the E ast India Company, and the China Trade, was one of the most im ­
portant measures subm itted to Parliam ent ; and none, except perhaps 
the Slave T rade Question, was surrounded by greater difficulties.

W hether th e  M onopoly enjoyed by the Company should be abolished ? 
—and how, if  th a t M onopoly were abolished, the assets and liabilities of 
the Company were to be distributed between Commerce and T errito ry  ? 
—w hether a share in the Adm inistration of our Indian Em pire should 
still be confided to the Court of D irectors ?—and how, if  th a t course were 
idopted, the interests of the ru lers could be made to coincide with the 
nterests of the subjects ?— w hether Europeans should be allowed to set­
tle in In d ia?—and how, if  so adm itted, they should be restrained from 
excesses injurious to the N atives, and dishonourable to our Govern- 
n e n t? —it  w ill be adm itted, were questions of g reat moment, and of no 
nconsiderable difficulty.

T he m easure introduced by the M inisters for the solution of the ques­
tions, with some slight modifications, was adopted by Parliam ent__ T he
Trade w ith China has been thrown open.

T h e  long and complicated account between Commerce and T erritory  
das been settled by a compromise, the advantage of which is shewn by 
its having been approved of by m oderate men on both sides.

A litigation, which m ust have lasted for years, and which never could 
tiave ended in a satisfactory adjudication, and during the pendency of 
which it  would have been impossible to have entrusted the Comp*anv 
with any political functions, has thus been averted. T he Proprietors of 
india Stock have become creditors of the N ation which is placed under 
their care. T hey  will henceforth have a strong in terest to improve its 
revenues : they can improve its revenues only by exerting  their power 
for the maintenance of order, and the encouragement of industry.

T he anomalous and pernicious union of imperial and economical func­
tions in one body is a t an end.

India is thrown open to  European enterprise, and European capital.



T he legislative power of the Supreme G overnm ent has been strength­
ened. A Commission has been established for the purpose of ascertain­
ing, digesting, and, as far as i t  may be, assimilating those conflicting and 
undefined laws ; the diversity and vagueness of which are among the 
heaviest grievances of India. T he patronage, which has been bestowed 
by favour, is henceforward to be placed under restrictions which will en­
sure to India a constant supply of the most intelligent servants.

In  the constitution of the Board of Control, changes have been 
made which, whilst they increase the efficiency of th a t departm ent, di­
minish the Parliam entary influence of th e  M inisters ; and finally, every 
office under the Company has been thrown open to every B ritish sub­
ject, w ithout distinction of colour, descent, caste, or religion.

Sir R obert Peel remarked, th a t it had been discussed in very  thin 
houses, and a ttribu ted  this to the general approbation w ith which its 
provisions were regarded by public men of all parties, M r O’Connell 
designated it as the G reat C harter of the Indian people.

T R A D E .

D uring no Session of any preceding Parliam ent have the in terests of 
Commerce received greater attention, or have measures more im portant 
to the M anufacturing and Trading Population of the C ountry been sub­
m itted to its consideration. I t  is with pleasure, too, th a t we find the 
Reformed H ouse of Commons adopting and even extending the en­
lightened principles of Commercial policy, which for some years have 
prevailed in our Legislature. W hen we recollect th e  often repeated 
statem ent of th e  sticklers for monopolies and restrictions, th a t these are 
the opinions of visionaries and theorists, discountenanced by all practical 
men, i t  is something to find the vast m ajority of th e  R epresentatives of 
the M anufacturing and Commercial Towns, practical men themselves, 
adhering to these principles, and loudly disclaiming any advocacy of the 
old system.

T he fluctuations of Commerce are, to this ex ten t, under the control 
of G overnm ent. T he wisest governm ent cannot raise it to imm ediate 
prosperity, bu t the weakest has power to in jure or destroy it. I t  may 
suffer under good governm ent, bu t cannot long prosper under bad ; and, 
in the absence of governm ent, m ust perish. Though this, perhaps, is 
not often distinctly stated by commercial men, i t  is felt by them  ; and 
hence arises the sensibility of commerce to the conduct of governm ent, 
even when not directly affected by it. T he m anufacturers of L ille were 
not directly affected by the Revolution of 1830, bu t th e ir  works ceased 
w ithin four days after the news arrived. L ille was perfectly tranquil, 
bu t their confidence, in  the fu tu re  prevalence of law over violence, was 
impaired. And thus, i t  will always be found tha t, w henever men’s re ­
liance on the stability of the institutions of their country is shaken, the 
first proof of its being shaken is the depression of trade. Some of the 
most alarming periods of English history have occurred during the last 
three years. T he most formidable, perhaps, was the period when the 
Tories, frightened at the evils which they had perm itted, or occasioned, 
abandoned their posts : and this was the period of great em barrassm ent 
in trade. Confidence was inspired by the accession of their successors, 
and trade revived. I t  was felt, however, th a t the perm anent stability  of 
the institutions of the country, depended on the ir being reformed ; "and 
under our balanced Constitution, the enemies of Reform  m ight resist its 
peaceful accomplishment. T he fear either of th e  loss of the lieform



Jill, or of Reform being carried by means of R evolution, occasioned 
nother period of commercial distress, which gradually wore away after 
he passing of the Bill. W ith  the present prospect of the permanence 
f  the G overnm ent, trade appears to be steadily increasing *. T he in- 
ustry  of the country is in full activ ity , and though the profits of ca- 
ita l m ay be less than during the feverish period of the la te war, their 
eneral am ount is larger, and the ir benefit is spread over a broader surface.

W e have elsewhere treated of the renewal of the Bank and E ast India

* The following Table is some evidence tha t trade has not suffered by 
he substitution of a reformed for an unreformed Parliam ent :
in Account o f the Quantities o f the under-mentioned Articles entered fo r  

Home Consumption in the United Kingdom in the month ended 5th July
1833, compared with the corresponding month of the preceding Year__
Also a similar Account fo r  the H alf-year ended oth July  1832 and 1833; 
together with a Statement of the Declared Value of some of the principal 
Articles o f British Produce and M anufactures eæported during the same 
period, and the Gross and N e t Produce of the Customs' Duties.

ARTICLES.

Q U A N T I T I E S  E N T E R E D  F O R  H O M E  C O N S U M P T I O N

In  the M onth ended 
5th July

In  Half-Year ended 
5th July

^  1832. 1833. 1832. | 1833.

Bark for Tanners use Cwts.
C o f f e e ..........................lbs.
I n d i g o .....................lbs.
Silk, Raw . . . .  lbs.
------W aste . . . lbs.

Thrown . . lbs. 
Skins . . . .  Number 
W ine . . . .  Gallons 
W ool, Cotton . . lbs. 

~ Sheep &  Lambs lbs.

51,475
1,808,357

159,2.%
210,886

76,005
26,891

151,890
504,030

20,600,598
1,485,740

75,694
2,003,503

207,790
282,309

30,558
24,520

325,352
520,329

62,201,879
2,987,419

251,020
11,269,594
1,099,000
1,304,270

409,341
149,077
925,109

2,990,789
133,950,051

8,488,912

303,308
12,058,982
1,354,722
1,448,490

308,194
149,935

1,309,428
3,138,191

181,405,443
13,275,907

A RTICLES OF B R IT ISH  
PRODUCE AXD MANU­
FACTURES.

D E C L A R E D  V A L U E  O F  T H E  E X P O R T S

r
In  the Month ended 

5th Ju ly
In the Half-Year ended 

5th July

1832. 1833. " 1832. 1833.

C 'O als . . . . . . . .
Cotton M anufactures . . 

\  arn . . . . . .
Linen Manufactures . . . 
Silk M anufactures . . . 
W oollen M anufactures . .

Total Customs’ D uties, 
Gross Receipt of Duties . . 
N e tt Receipt of D itto . .

25,570
977,537
372,407
140,505
41,030

021,091

£
30,048

2,009,748
487,710
107,310
09,491

7G7,433

£
113,510 

0,589,877 
2,244,031 

888,424 
298,155 

2,900,000

£
108,810

7,952,523
2,289,472
1,102,040

395,002
3,392,929

1,580,070
1,482,329

1,553,002
1,500,988

9,180,008
8,505,738

9,081,207
8,061,522



Charters__both, however, measures so im portant to the interests of
Trade, th a t they m ust be considered as bearing on our Commercial pro­
sperity in a far g reater degree than any Legislative enactm ents which 
have for a long series of years come before Parliam ent.

T he settlem ent of the E ast India Company’s Charter, as we have be­
fore stated, destroys the monopoly of the China trade, and opens to our 
m anufacturers and our m erchants th a t rich field for their en terprize and 
the ir industry. Facilities for conducting this branch of commerce, as

A n Account of the Number and Tonnage o f Vessels which entered Inwards 
and cleared Outwards in the Ports o f the United Kingdom in the month 
ended 5th July  1833, compared with the corresponding month of the pre
ceding year__Also a similar Account fo r  the H alf-year ended 5th July
183*2 and 1833, distinguishing British from  Foreign Ships, and the Coast­
ing Vessels from  those employed in the Foreign Trade, ana exclusive of  
Vessels in Ballast.

British 
Foreign .

E N T E R E D  I N W A R D S

In  the Month ended 
5th July

In  the H alf-Y ear ended 
5th July

^  1832. 1833. ^ 1832. 1833.

Vessels

808
350

Tons

146,173
53,294

Vessels

995
448

Tons

179,180
67,026

Vessels

3,954
1,963

Tons

659,839
276,820

Vessels

4,229
2,300

Tons

714,685
327,564

T o t a l , . 1158 199,467 1,443 246,206 5,917 936,659 6,529 1042,253

COASTING VESSELS.

E N T E R E D  I N W A R D S E N T E R E D  I N W A R D S

In  th e  Month ended 5th July In  the H alf-Y ear ended 5th Ju ly

1832 1833 1832 1833

Employed \  
between / 
G reat Bri- 
tain and J 
Ireland J

Vessels.

813

Tons.

81,687

Vessels.

900

Tons.

91,989

Vessels.

4,988

Tons.

519,071

Vessels.

4,818

To?is.

523,562

O ther 1 
Coasting > 
Vessels J

9,754 716,810 9,583 745,677 54,813 4,063,047 53,506 4,161,109

T o t a l 10,567 798,497 10,483 837,366 59,801 4,582,118 58,324 4,684,671



well as considerable re lie f from taxation, upon what has become a neces­
sary o f life to the population of this country, we mean Tea, have been

fiven by a subsequent Bill for regulating  th e  im portation of this article, 
lith e rto  the sale of T ea has læen con lined to one place, the port of 

London. U nder this Bill, the im portation will be perm itted  at every 
port of any importance, throughout the U nited Kingdom. T h e  m er­
chant of Liverpool, of H u ll, o f Glasgow, or of Cork, will, in fu ture, im ­
port his cargo, or his parcel of T ea, at his own wharf, and lodge it in his 
own warehouse. T h e  dealers of M anchester, and Leeds, and Paisley, may 
supply them selves at the nearest port, and have no longer occasion to 
resort to London to await the periodical sales of the Leadenhall S treet 
Company. On the other hand, the duties from ad valorem sums of I,. 10:) 
per cent, have been changed to m oderate rated duties, according to the 
quality  of the T ea, which is divided into th ree classes, paying respective­
ly, Is. Gd., 2s. 2d., and 3s., affording, according to the sale prices of the 
last year, a reduction in duty , upon this im portant article, of from fifteen 
to twenty-five per cent.

A variety  of other m easures mark equally the atten tion  they have re­
ceived a t the hands of th e  Reform ed H ouse and of the G overnm ent. 
Acting upon the principles avowed last Session, a t the very opening of 
the present, the G overnm ent resolved on devoting all th a t could be saved 
by economy, or spared from th e  exigencies of th e  S tate, to the re lief of 
prostrated industry  ; to give additional facilities to our m anufacturing 
establishments, and rem ove restrictions which fe ttered  the development 
of our skill and ingenuity.

T h e  duties on Soap, on Raw Cotton, on M arine Insurances, and o:i 
A dvertisem ents, were greatly  reduced ; and as this appropriation of a 
Large portion of surplus revenue of the country precluded the possibility 
of relieving other g reat branches of commerce, th a t are oppressed by high 
duties, the G overnm ent applied the small additional re lief thev  were 
able to afford, to the repeal or reduction of the duties on a large num ber 
of articles, the sale of which was m aterially  prejudiced bv a system  of 
taxation which greatly  increased th e  price of th e  article, w ithout any 
proportionate advantage to the Revenue. U pon the principles pursued 
last Session, when the duties upon upwards of 300 articles, of apparently 
small importance, bu t really of th e  greatest to the m anufactures of the 
country, were reduced,—more than  150 different kinds of gums, dyes, 
semi-metals, and o ther articles, consumed in the Laboratory of Com­
merce, have been e ither adm itted free of duty , or a t a greatiy  reduced 
charge.

T h e  result of these reductions has been most successful, and it  has 
shewn w hat may be done bv th e  judicious application of small means. 
T he consumption of m any of the articles has more than doubled *, and

* Return fo r  H alf-Y ear ending A p ril 5. 1832, and A p ril 5. 1833.
1832. 1 »33.

A natto , . . . 50,451 lb. 124,188 lb.
Balsam Copaiba . . 24,938 59,937
Boracic Acid . . 21 (>,181 308,890
Cocoa Nuts . . 313,074 666,516 •
Gum Animi . . ' 43,535 70,651
India Rubber . . 29,958 178,676
31 anna . . . 8,296 20,797
Mastic . . . 8,106 30,594
Sena . . . .  55,678 99,938
Sponge . . . 15,483 25,006
Valeria . . . 57,071 75,622
Vermicelli & Macaroni 41,012 79,864



they have been applied to a variety  of purposes, from which the ir former 
high prices had excluded them.

T he whole Commercial Laws of the Em pire, its Navigation Law s, its 
W arehousing System, the Laws relating to its  Colonial Possessions, the 
R egistry  of Shipping, the Regulation of the Customs, and the duties 
spread over one hundred Acts of Parliam ent, have been consolidated and 
brought into one volume, to the great convenience both of the m erchant 
and the revenue-officer. In  spite of the clamour of some ignorant and 
in terested individuals, a law has been introduced and passed, applying the 
principles of bonding to the great m anufacture of sugar. T he produce 
of all the world can now be im ported into this country for refining, and 
the skill and capital of our m anufacturers in this branch of industry  are 
no longer confined to the produce of our own Colonies, for the prepara­
tion of the supply of refined sugar for the European m arkets, w ithout, 
however, any interference w ith the monopoly of the Colonists in the m ar­
ket for consumption a t home. W hilst these measures, too, have been car­
ried on a t home, no efforts have been w anting, on the part of the G o­
vernm ent, to extend and promote our Foreign T rade, by influencing 
other States to adopt the same liberal policy which has been found so ad­
vantageous here. A Commercial M ission to France has already had the 
happiest effects. T he rem oval of the prohibition on the export of Raw 
Silk from th a t country,— an object declared last year, before a Com m ittee 
of th e  H ouse of Commons, to be of v ital im portance to our Silk M anu­
factories, has been already carried into effect ; bu t w hat is of far greater 
consequence, a change of public opinion, throughout the whole of the 
F rench  Em pire, upon th is great subject has arisen, which promises the 
most beneficial results to both countries. Freedom  of Commerce has 
been the universal cry, and the m anufacturing and commercial bodies 
take the lead in advocating th e  adoption of a sound and liberal system  o f 
commercial policy towards England.

N or has Parliam ent been less active or less zealous in its  endeavours 
to ascertain the actual condition of th e  m anufacturing and commercial 
interests, than  in its efforts to improve them . A Com m ittee was ap ­
pointed for this purpose, a t the suggestion of the declaimers about dis­
tress, and a laborious and lengthy investigation in to  all the principal 
branches of our national industry has been carried on. T h e  evidence has 
been laid before th e  public ; and although no report, owing to the alleged 
w ant of tim e, has accompanied it, sufficient proof will be found in the tes­
tim ony of the principal witnesses, of the sound and healthy condition of 
all the great in terests which were inquired into. Indeed, the greatest of 
all, perhaps, consists in the absence of any R eport, which, it  is under­
stood, was m ainly caused by those M em bers of th e  Com m ittee who were 
the loudest in  the ir complaints of the distressed condition of th e  country. 
W hilst those M em bers who entertained a different opinion of the condi­
tion of the industrial sta te  of the country, were m ost anxious to give an 
exposition of the resu lts to which inquiry led ; those who demanded it, 
shrank from any Report, conscious tha t, if  founded on the evidence, it 
could not support th e ir  own views, and were thus glad to shelter them ­
selves under silence, from the exposure of the rea l t ru th — T his speaks 
for itself.

T h e  atten tion  of Parliam ent has not been confined to  th e  in terests of 
the higher or even of the m iddling classes of th e  Commercial commu­
n ity  ; i t  has heard the complaints oi;' th e  workman as readily as those of 
his m aster.—T he F actory  B ill was elaborately discussed, and there has 
been no question which has drawn forth more ta len t or information. T he



M em bers for the M anufacturing Tow ns took the most distinguished part 
in the debate. T h e  H ouse would probably have yielded to the dictates of 
its feelings, if  G overnm ent had not interposed, at the risk of some unpo­
pularity  : the average labour of the working-classes in the agricultural 
and m anufacturing districts being tw elve hours a day, the reduction of it 
to ten, which m ust have been the inevitable resu lt of Lord Ashley’s bill, 
would have proportionally  affected the productive powers of th e  country’ 
and the G overnm ent would not consent to this w ithout inquiring into 
the facts on which the m easure was held necessary. A Commission of 
Inqu iry  was accordingly appointed, and although some of the questions 
of the Commissioners were injudiciously framed, a vast body of inform a­
tion on the sta te  of the M anufacturing  D istricts was collected, and a Bill 
substituted for Lord A shley’s, not only less dangerous to the commercial 
prosperity of the country, bu t even b e tte r calculated to answer the bene­
volent purposes of those who conscientiously supported the original m ea­
sure. T his B ill reduces the daily labour of children ; and what is of equal 
importance, provision is made in  it tor the education of the children of 
the m anufacturing classes, and this, too, in a form which invites and ad­
mits of the co-operation of benevolent persons 01* all religious sects. I n ­
spectors will be appointed to give effect to th e  measure, and the ir exer­
tions, if  successful, will procure for the nex t generation the advantage of 
a m anufacturing com m unity of increased intelligence and m orality.

L A W  ltE F O U M S .

I x  enum erating the different labours of the Session, those re la ting  to 
the Reform  of the Law  and the Law  Courts, are amongst the most im ­
portant. W hat has been completed, and what is in progress, gives ample 
íeason to expect th a t nearly the whole of th a t m asterly  outline chalked 
out by th e  present Lord Chancellor, in his Law  lieform  speech in the 
House of Commons, will ere long be tilled up and perfected. T he Courts 
of Common Law, the C ourt of Chancery, and the P rivy  Council, the C ri­
minal Law , and the Law s of Ilea l P roperty, have all experienced the be­
nefit of the in terference of Parliam ent ; a Commission has issued for a r­
ranging the S ta tu te  Law ; and it may be said, w ithout exaggeration, th a t 
more has been done for our jurisprudence during the Session, than during 
tne whole of the preceding century.

T he adm inistration of ju stice  in the Courts of Common Law, has been 
placed on an improved footing, by an A ct for the A m endm ent of the Law. 
which removes m any of the abuses which it is difficult to conceive should 
have been allowed to ex ist in the jurisprudence of an enlightened coun­
try. I t  authorises the Judges to make regulations as to pleadings, so 
tha t the parties may know the exact question at issue, instead of bein^ 
left to search for i t  in the m aze of the record, and then obliged to bring 
up witnesses a t a vast expense, to prove facts which are not intended to 
be disputed. A security  is given against un just demands, by reducing 
from tw enty  years to ten, the period in which an action m ight be brought 
upon a bond, except the creditor be under a legal disability, or there 
should have been a w ritten  acknowledgment or part-paym ent of the debt 
during the interval. M any legal fictions and scholastic sophisms, which 
have survived the ends for which they  were introduced, are destroyed. 
Pleas in abatem ent are lim ited and regu la ted ; the executors and adm i­
nistrators of a deceased person are no longer protected from actions by 
those whose real or personal property he may have injured. Ju rie s  are
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allowed to give in te rest in actions for goods or money : and what is far 
above all, variances in pleading are to be judged by their real importance, 
and not to condemn the unfortunate suitor to pay th e  penalty  ot an erroi
w h ic h  i s  wholly im m aterial, by the loss of his action. . . .

T he arbitration of suits is facilitated, by making the submission of the 
parties to the A rbitrator final, w hatever may be their disposition to re ­
voke it, and the attendance of witnesses before the A rbitra tor is enforced,
__so th a t proceedings in arbitration are relieved from the objections
which have been held to counterbalance their cheapness and convenience.

T he spirit of Reform has also intruded into the C ourt ot Chancery, and 
shaken the prescriptive right which th a t Court seemed to possess to an 
im m unity from the improvements which tim e had introduced into the 
adm inistration of the other branches of the law. T he  Lord Chancellor 
brought a B ill for the Reform of his Court into the  H ouse of Lords, 
early in the Session. Such a B ill could not fail to call forth the opposi­
tion not only of all the officers whose in terests were to be atlected by it, 
bu t also th a t of former Lord Chancellors, who having themselves sutfer- 
ed the existence of the  evils w ithout an a ttem pt to correct them, could 
not look w ithout jealousy on a proceeding of their successor calculated to 
afford to the suitors tha t benefit which, under the  auspices of his prede­
cessors, had been so long withheld from them. ^

T he B ill was accordingly referred to a Select Committee, where the 
examination of witnesses lasted several weeks, and would probably have 
been continued to the end of the Session, as the  only means of defeating 
the measure, had not the Lord Chancellor, to avoid this evil, entered in­
to  a compromise with his opponents by postponing part of his plan to the 
nex t Session. T hus m utilated, the Bill descended to the Commons, and 
after it had undergone the ordeal of another Committee there, was passed 
amidst the clieers^of the whole House. T his approbation had been well 
earned, for the  measure, shorn as it is of its due proportions, is still most 
im portant. I t  strikes a heavy blow at the root of two of the worst evils 
in the proceedings of the Court, the delay and the expense. These are 
necessarily to be found in the  offices where the details of the business ot 
the  Court are carried on,—the Six Clerks’ Office, the  R egistrars Office, 
and the M asters’ Office, and all were comprised in the B ill as i t  was 
brought forward by the  Chancellor ; bu t the Six Clerks were wrenched 
from his grasp by their friends in the H ouse of Lords, a t least thev  saved 
the  Office, w ith all its abuses, at the expense of four of the Six Clerks*; 
and the Bill was confined to the Registrars and the M asters. Both these 
offices have undergone an entire revision. T he  R egistrars derived their 
em olument from drawing up the Decrees of the Court, and were paid ac­
cording to the  length of the Decree. No one doubted th a t five-sixths ot 
the Decree, in the  form in which it was drawn, was superfluous ; b u t the 
suitor was obliged to take it, at the call of the  Registrar, who derived from 
it  the rem uneration for his labour. T he  tim e ot the R egistrar and the  
money of the suitor were thus sacrificed to a wretched system, ^ h e  
length  of the decree caused great delay to take place before it could be 
com pleted; and u n til i t  was completed i t  was of no use to the  suitor.

* By the ‘28th section of 3 and 4 W m. IV. c. 94, four of the Six C lerks 
are abolished as they fall in, the remaining two being left to do all the du­
ties without any increase of salary. The 29th section suspends, till 1st 
May 1834, the filling up of any places in the Sworn Clerks department ot 
the Office, thus enabling Parliam ent to deal with the whole Othce in the 
interval, when it is to be hoped tha t the Lord Chancellor s plan will e
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T he shortening of the Decrees and Orders, and the consequent reduc­
tion of fees, have at once removed these grounds of complaint. T h e  con­
cise forms in which th e  Decrees will be hereafter prepared, ensure expe­
dition, and the reduced scale of fees will allow them  to be given a t a very  
m oderate cost. T he saving to the public w ill am ount to no less than 
L  17,050 per annum.*

T he M asters’ Office was in a s till worse condition than the Registrars. 
T he cost and delay of the proceedings there were intolerable, owing to a 
rule, th a t no docum ent could be read before the M aster, u n til it  had 
been copied in his office ; the charge for such cony being paid to the 
M aster. T h e  parties in vain protested against taking copies of what was 
of no use to them , or any one else *f- : the ru le was inflexible, and, in the 
case of poor suitors, very  often operated as a total denial of justice. No 
wonder th a t the word copy-money is so odious to the suitors of the Court. 
Nothing, perhaps, could be more objectionable, except th e  other great 
abuse term ed “  gratu ities,” which formed a great source of the income of 
the M aster’s Clerk. T his was a consideration paid him by th e  parties 
for expedition, so th a t the rich man had thus th e  means of securing for 
him self the precedence. One of the M asters, to his honour be it  spo­
ken, shocked a t a strik ing instance of venality  which occurred in his own 
office, abolished these g ratu ities w ithout waiting for a compulsory clause 
in an A ct of Parliam ent. Both copy-money and gratu ities are now abo­
lished ; and the M asters and the ir Clerks are paid by salaries, which will 
reduce the expense o f the office from L . 52,000 to L . 35,000, being a sa­
ving to the public of L . 17,000 per annum .

Present Income. Future. Saving.
10 Masters, averaging L.3900 a-year

each, . . . . ‘ . L .39,000 L.25,000 L. 14,000
10 Chief Clerks, averaging L.1300

per annum each, . . . 13,000 10,000 3,(KM»

B u t the savings to th e  suitors will be the whole L . 30,000, inasmuch 
as the whole of their fu tu re  salaries are to come from the Suitor’s Fund, 
which is in a sta te  to adm it of this contribution, w ithout any in ju ry  to 
the public.

T he reduction of four of the Six Clerks will make a saving of L . 48(H) 
per annum , and the two Exam iners of the C ourt of Chancery are re ­
duced to L. 700 per annum  each, which makes an additional saving of
I.. 1000 per annum .

A nother stain upon the C ourt of Chancery has been the num ber o f of­
fices to which light duties and large em olum ents were attached, to the 
cost of the suitor, out of whose purse these em olum ents are paid. These 
and other offices, in the gift of the Lord Chancellor, being all executed 
by deputy, were usually filled by the members o f his family, or his im ­
mediate dependants. T he fru its  of one of them , yielding I.. 7,500 per an­
num, are now enjoyed by a clergyman, who had th e  good fortune to be 
nephew to a deceased Chancellor, and another of them  was for m any 
years held by the th ree daughters of Lord Chancellor N orthington.— 
T he to ta l am ount received by these officers was L . 24,470 per annum . 
A lthough this grievance has existed tim e out of mind, th e  present L ord

Present Income. Future. Saving.
* M aster of the Report Office L.4,300 L .1,000 L .3,300

Registrars and their Clerks - 27,800 14,050 13,750
■f- In some instances, by agreement between the Solicitor and the Mas­

ter's clerk, the copies were not made, though the charge fo r them wan.
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Chancellor is the only one who has had th e  courage to apply the rem edy, 
and the disinterestedness to make the sacrifice. B y th e  Lord Chancel­
lor’s Act, introduced bv the Solicitor-General, th e  salaries of these offices 
are made proportionate to the duties to be performed, ari l they  will 
henceforth cost the public 110 more than L  2,800 per annum , being a sa­
ving of L . 2l,C70.* I t  should be remarked, also, th a t two of these offices, 
producing together the net income of L -2,600, becoming vacant before 
the passing of the Act, and it  being necessary a t once to appoint some per­
son to discharge the ir duties, th e  Lord Chancellor appointed his brother, 
bu t by the regulations of this Act, th a t appointm ent is a t once cancelled, 
and the saving to the public accrues im m ediately ; all the other holders 
of these offices, insisting on the benefit of their vested rights, the public 
are debarred from the advantages ot the arrangem ent as to them  during 
their lives. T h u s the suitors in Chancery will be relieved by a reduc­
tion of cost to th e  am ount of L . 03,070 per an n u m ; and i t  m ust not be 
forgotten, tha t this is in addition to th e  reduction of L . 2tf,000 effected 
in the cost of proceedings in Bankruptcy, by the B ill introduced by the 
Lord Chancellor in 1831.

A nother subject of com plaint against th e  C ourt of Chancery has been 
removed, by a B ill to amend the practice in cases of L unacy f — Com­
missions of Lunacy may henceforward be directed to the persons best 
qualified to execute them , and all the unfortunate individuals against, 
whom Commissions are in force are secured from im proper trea tm en t, by 
the constant superintendance of a Board appointed for th a t purpose, the

* Savings in Offices in the gift of the Lord Chancellor, as now regulated :
Present gross Income Do. of Deputy F u tu re  Income

o f Principal. and expenses. and expenses.
Clerk of H anaper, 
Clerk of the Crown,

L.3350
2100

1205Clerk of the Patents,

Registrar of the Affidavits, 2800

Clerk of the Custodies, 1722

Clerk of the Presentations, 143

Clerk of the Dispensations, 316 
P a ten tee  of Subpoena,
Chaff W ax,

Sealer,
Prothonotary,
Clerk of Enrolm ents in 

Bankruptcy 
Paten tee in Bankruptcy

L.550
1000

395

1000

375

100

}

1244
1700

1000
100

682
400

L.200 
f income 400 
\  expenses 400 
J  incom e 250 \ 
( expenses 150 j 
f  incom e 500 
-< clerk 150 
texpenses 350 
f expenses 200 
(. no income 
f no income 
X expenses 
J no income 
I expenses

}
\
)

}
}

50 } 

50 }

1

200

f no income 
( expenses 50 J 
( no income )
\  expenses 50 J 

abolished
This Office was revived under a Bill 

brought in by M r Fresh tie hi.
9000 ' 1500

L .24680 L.6202 L.2800

Saving.
L.3150

1300

805

1800

1522

93

266
1034
1650

950
100

9000 

L .21670

An Act to diminish the inconvenience and expense of Commissions 
iu the nature of writs de lunatico inquirendo, and to provide for the better 
care and treatm ent of Lunatics, and persons of unsound mind, found such 
by Inquisition.—3 and 4 W m. IV . c. 36.
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expenses of which will be defrayed by a trifling per-centage on the clear 
annual incomes of the Lunatics, the more w ealthy portion of whom will 
thus be made to assist tlieir companions in m isfortune, in procuring a 
benefit common to them  all.

T he last of the L ord Chancellor’s legal Reforms this Session was a Bill 
for the separation of the judicial from the political functions of th e  G reat 
Seal, for the appointm ent of a C hief Judge , and the establishm ent of a 
C ourt of Appeal in Chancery. T h e  salary o f the Lord Chancellor was 
proposed to be reduced from I,. 14,000 to L. 8,000 a-vear. T he great 
pressure of business caused the B ill to be postponed to nex t year.

T he substitution of an efficient C ourt, composed at least of four Judges, 
for the old mode of hearing Appeals a t th e  P rivy  Council, is another of 
the im portant changes effected this Session.

I t  m ust be adm itted th a t a single Judge hearing and deciding on ques­
tions of g reat mom ent, was not a very good specimen o f a C ourt o f A p­
p ea l; particu larly  when i t  is considered th a t the questions brought before 
the P rivy  Council are generally questions involving some of the most ab­
struse points of foreign law : questions in which the in terests of millions 
of people (as in the case of India) are involved. T h e  repeated complaints 
of our Colonists who suffered under the infliction o f this mode of try ing  
appeals, to  say nothing of the uncertain ty  and delay, it m ust be adm itted, 
were anv th ing  bu t ill-founded.• O

B y the present arrangem ent, first the expensive anomaly of the ap­
peal to the delegates (requiring in each case a separate commission), 
has been removed : and an efficient C ourt constituted ; powers have been 
given for the exam ination of evidence, and enforcing the determ inations, 
as finally pronounced by the K ing in Council, on the recommendation of 
the Court. Some technical difficulties had for a quarte r of a century  
prevented the hearing of from fifty to one hundred Appeals from the 
N ative Courts of India, involving property in dispute to  the am ount of 
nearly a million o f money, and entailing, by this delay and suspense, an 
incalculable mass of misery and injustice. These, th e  present law has 
removed ; and the N atives of India w ill no longer suppose th a t th e  power 
of Appeal has been bestowed on them  in  m ere mockery !

B u t there is another, and a far more im portant, question connected 
w ith this subject : nam ely, th e  promise which this Reform  holds out, 
that, ere long, the constitution o f the highest C ourt of Appeal will re ­
ceive tha t consideration, and undergo th a t im provem ent, which its p re ­
sent constitution so urgently  demands. I t  is bu t reasonable to suppose 
tha t the same views, and the same sp irit which induced the present 
M in istry  to propose and perfect this am endm ent, will not be backward 
in giving efficiency and perfection to th e  C ourt which is th e  highest 
known to the constitution, and th a t this Reform  of the Appellate Ju r is ­
diction o f the P rivy  Council will lead to the establishm ent of a well or­
ganized and efficient C ourt of Appeal, instead of th a t now existing ; 
which is, in fact, in nine cases out of ten, an Appeal to a single Judge, 
(and not seldom from his own decisions), assisted only by a Bishop and a 
lay Lord, attending  under penalty, and according to a rota.

T he severity of our crim inal code has been m itigated by an Act abolish­
ing the punishm ent of death upon persons en tering  and stealing in a 
dwelling-house *. H eretofore the simple fact of en tering  a dwelling-house, 
e ither by day or night, and stealing “ any article of any value w hatever,”

•  This Act was introduced by Mr Lennard, M. P. for Malden, with the 
support of Government,
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subjected the offender to the highest penalty of the law. Transportation 
and imprisonm ent are substituted for this sanguinary provision.

T he Acts for the am endm ent of the Laws of Heal P roperty  will form 
a memorable epoch in our civil history. T h a t which is the most general 
and practical, the Lim itations of Actions Bill, may be designated as a 
salutary and long demanded law for the quieting men in the possession 
of their estates. No single change in the Law so sweeping or so im port­
an t has been made within the last century. I t  is one of the soundest 
and the most v ita l principles of the law of property, th a t he who has a 
right shall pursue it  w ithin a reasonable time, or be at once shut out. 
As the law stood, in some cases, claims m ight be made at almost an inde­
finite period, when all chance of defence was gone, witnesses dead, &e. 
T he length  of tim e allowed for prosecuting suits gave rise to the rule, 
th a t no one could be considered as having a good title  to  land unless he 
could shew an undisputed possession of a t  least six ty  years ; nay, from 
particular circumstances, he was often compelled to trace it  through the 
course of a whole century  or more. H ence the expense and difficulty 
relating to the sale of lands. By the new law, the tim e for claim is redu­
ced to tw enty  years, w ith a saving of ten years more in cases of disability. 
All the old uncertain and fantastic remedies are a t once swept away, and 
with it the profits and pickings of lawyers ; the rem edy for the recovery 
of property reduced to one uniform and simple standard, and the S ta tu te  
Books and the Digests are at once relieved of a mass of rubbish. One of 
the advantages nex t in importance to thus shu tting  out stale claims, is, 
th a t henceforth, the ru le which makes a six ty  years’ tit le  necessary, m ust 
be m aterially abridged by the Courts, say at least one half, and thus one 
ha lf of the expense of tracing titles will be removed.

T he Act for abolishing fines and recoveries is another im portant change. 
T ill now, in  the nineteenth  century  ! (laymen will scarcely believe it), 
whoever wished to bar an entail, m ust suffer a recovery, as it  is term ed ; 
th a t is, m ust actually' have a su it commenced before he could acquire any 
power of dealing w ith th a t property which in effect was his own. T he 
whole m atter, as regarded the forms and the fees, was proceeded in pure 
earnestness. T h e  rest was a fiction, and put money in the pockets of 
the attornies. T h is farrago of rubbish, inflicted grievous and two-fold 
evil. F irst, the expense, n ex t the risk which attended this ticklish pro­
ceeding ; bu t expense was nothing to the risk. F o r though the su it was 
fictitious, y e t the C ourt ŵ as so far in earnest, tha t a single slip, an accU 
dental misapplication of some principle of law, (and the laws relating to 
these proceedings were amongst the most difficult and recondite relating 
to property), the leaving out a word perhaps, v itiated  the whole pro­
ceeding.

I t  was no uncommon th ing  to see a person who had purchased an estate 
tu rned  out of the possession by a claim ant under an old entail, on the 
ground of some technical error in the recovery. T h e  levying a fine was 
a proceeding somewhat similar, and accompanied by the same absurd 
formalities, w ith the like expense, and often w ith the like results. T he 
new law has at last annihilated these anomalies. Volum es upon volumes 
have been w ritten  on the operation and effects of F ines and Recoveries, 
and on the various acts for the lim itations of actions which, by these 
two S tatu tes ju s t  past, are converted into harmless lum ber, only to be 
looked into in fu tu re  tim es by the antiquarian. Can it  be believed, that 
i t  was on the introduction of such measures as these, th a t Lord Eldon, 
groaning over the change, weeping a t the loss of those forms and subtle­
ties, in which he had delighted for more than h a lf  a century, tried  to
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sound the alarm, and cried out, tha t if  they passed, if  fines and recoveries 
were made a dead le tter, every country gentlem an ought to hire a young 
barrister, and take him w ith him into the country  as a sort of legal garde 
cham pêtre ?

T here are two other measures connected w ith real property, for the 
am endm ent of the law of Inheritance and the laws relating  to Dower, 
removing several anomalies and inconveniencies. Amongst the rest, the 
absurd dogma of the law of Inheritance which prevented a father or mo­
ther from inheriting  the lands of a child. As the law stood, the estate 
of the child went to the rem otest collateral relation, nay, even escheated 
to the king for w ant of heirs, ra th e r than ascend to a parent. T h is ab­
surdity, and some others, such as th a t law which prevented a b ro ther or 
sister of the h a lf blood from inheriting, have been removed. One, how­
ever, im portant measure suggested by the Commissioners, th e  bill for 
establishing a G eneral R egistry , and which was brought forward after 
very considerable care and preparation, has been rejected by the H ouse 
of Commons. Though this is to be regretted , y e t it is impossible bu t 
th a t when th a t general atten tion  has been given to the subject, and its 
v ital im portance, as regards the title  and possession of all landed proper­
ty  ascertained, the hasty decision ot the last Session will be recalled.
’ I t  is not the H ouse of Commons alone which has rejected an im portant 

law im provem ent. T he H ouse ot Lords threw  out the Local Courts 
Bill, a rejection far more to be regretted  than th e  loss of the R egistry  
Bill. W ith  care and good counsel a man had a fair chance of m aintain­
ing a title  to Lis property, bu t according to the existing state of the law, 
as i t  regards debts and suits not involving property to a large am ount, 
the verv  existence of justice is practically denied. O n w hat evidence 
was the* Local C ourts B ill founded ? W hy , on the testim ony of whole 
classes of those most in terested  in the change of the law ; of those who 
had suffered grievously from i t  in pocket. Did not witness after witness 
sta te  to th e  Common Law Commissioners th a t the rem edy, as it now 
stands, is worse than  the evil ? Did not whole firms say, we never sue 
for small debts ? Is  it  not proverbial th a t an a ttem p t to recover a debt for 
a small am ount is little  else than throwing good money after bad Does 
any man, w ithout a long purse, a ttem p t to seek redress for in jury  ? A re 
not people constantly ru ined by a successful law-suit ? H ow was this 
measure introduced ? W as it  a hasty, crude, theoretical scheme, seek­
ing change for the sake of change, making judges and places m erely foi 
patronage ? or was i t  one th a t the public have been, w ith one accord, 
calling for as a r ig h t?  one th a t has been recommended and supported by 
all parties a t various tim es, when th e  subject was discussed."— ih e  
bringing ju stice  to every man’s door,— a following up, or ra ther restoring, 
the judicial constitution of the Country. T he m easure came recommend­
ed by the united voices of the Common Law Commissioners, all prac­
tising lawyers of eminence. N either was there any fear of bias on the 
score of politics, for, w ith one exception, every one of those was known, 
more or less, to be opposed to the views of the present governm ent. Is 
it likely th a t, w ith what may be considered the prejudices of such men 
against a change, they should have been induced hastily, and w ithout re­
ference to consequences, to recommend so im portant a measure, w ithout
cautiously balancing the evil against the good ?

W hat in reality  were the principal argum ents against the m easu re . 
that cheap justice  was a nuisance, and th a t the Judges (not ha \in g
I,. 5000 a-year), and who lived in the country, would become at once bad 
lawyers and corrupt judges. T h is is not the place to discuss such points ,
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to  balance between th a t justice which is cheap and attainable, and tha t 
which from its price is practically beyond the reach of the m any ; or to 
consider the pay necessary to make a judge capable of deciding on a L . 20 
debt, a p e tty  action of slander, or of assault and battery . Coupled with 
the Local Courts Bill, is the measure for the Abolition of Im prisonm ent 
for Debt,—another great stride in lieform — one long called for by every 
philosopher and statesman who has considered the subject. A B ill for 
this purpose was introduced by the Solicitor-General, bu t owing to the 
necessity of making changes in its provisions, in consequence of th e  re­
jection of the Local Courts Bill, it  was withdrawn, not, however, w ithout 
full promise of its  being renewed in the n ex t Session.

Before qu itting  the head of Legal lieform , the Bill brought in for the 
Consolidation of the Ecclesiastical Jurisdictions m ust be noticed, though 
i t  has not been carried through. T h e  m easure has been prepared, and 
this, like those reform s before noticed, is made in consequence o f the re ­
commendations of a Commission which was issued for consideration of the 
best mode of rem oving m any of the anomalies, and m any of the cum­
brous processes, which exist in the num erous Ecclesiastical C ourts spread 
over this country. B y the recommendation of th e  Commissioners, the 
whole testam entary  jurisdiction of the different Ecclesiastical Courts 
(some hundreds in num ber), will be abolished, and th e  long and incon­
ven ien t proceedings in the Ecclesiastical C ourts reformed. Power is 
given to the judges to try  the causes, as other causes are tried , to hear 
evidence viva voce. T he absurd and obsolete powers of punishing in the 
Ecclesiastical Courts for brawling, defamation, incest, adultery , fornica­
tion, &c. are to be swept away. T hese changes, w ith m any other im port­
an t provisions relating to the jurisdiction of the Ecclesiastical Courts, 
and the discipline of the Church, will, when completed, form p art of an 
im portant and widely extended lieform .

A ll these im provem ents, g iea t as they  unquestionably are, w ill pro­
bably be far surpassed by the good tha t we may expect from th e  Com­
mission to arrange the S tatu tes relating to the Crim inal Law. Inde­
pendent of the usefulness of the immediate object of th e  Commission, 
the m easure is most im portant as the first approach th a t has been made 
by any G overnm ent in th is country towards a N ational Code. O ur 
S tatu tes have gone on from }^ear to year progressively increasing, till, 
from one volume, they  have spread into fifty, whilst the ir inconsistency, 
verbosity, and tautology, have become no less alarm ing than the ir bulk. 
T h e ir necessary companions and in terpreters, the R eports of the Deci­
sions in  the Courts of Justice , actually reach 300 volumes, being about 
ten  tim es the num ber known to Lord Coke. T hus, between the law­
giver and his in terpreter, our laws may soon be such “ as no fortune can 
purchase and no capacity can digest —and it is only by adopting the 
course Avhich rescued the Roman Jurisprudence out o f this unhappy con­
dition, th a t we can hope to avert our impending danger.

e have entered at some length into a detail of th e  Law  Reforms, 
seeing the ir g reat practical im portance to the well-being of the country, 
and how much these im provem ents tend to restore the tone of content to 
m en’s minds, and as affording a convincing proof of th e  labours of the 
Session, more especially when the particular difficulties of effecting these 
Reform s are considered. Difficulties which, arising first from th e  com­
p lex ity  of the subject, the variety  of aspects under which every point 
m ust be considered, the mass of detail to be attended to ; and, lastly , the 
in terested  and endless hostility arising from A ttornies, B arristers, Clerks, 
and holders of offices, w ith large isos and small duties. A re seventy
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Commissioners of B ankrupts to be swept away ; seventy, nay, seventy 
tim es seventy enemies are a t once raised up, those who have been qu iet­
ly living in the enjoym ent of the fees in decent obscurity, come forth 
open-mouthed ready for the fight— fathers, mothers, uncles, aunts, friends ; 
nay, the very expectants of these places, the loss of the mere potentiality  
of th e  possession of which a t a fu tu re  period is considered a robbery, all, 
in one loud cry, denounce the injustice and im pugn the system which 
brings l i e  form in this departm ent. Professional men, wedded to forms 
and ancient practices, seek to alarm the public by m ysterious warnings ot 
the approaching dissolution of all the bonds which hold property toge­
ther : compensation for overgrown salaries, down to the smallest contin­
gent fee, is clamoured for, or hum bly begged. And before the Iieform  
can be effected, the assertions and the argum ents of the one class are to 
be contradicted and refuted, th e  claims of the other are to be estim ated 
with care, and reasonably satisfied, in addition to all the labours and 
knowledge requisite to render the m easure entirely  perfect and complete. 
Those only, we suspect, who have traced the progress of such a m easure 
of Reform  as we have alluded to, through all its mazes, can be really 
aware o f the difficulty w ith which such a m easure is achieved, or the 
patience and tem per which are required for its  accomplishment.

C O R P O R A T IO N S .

Amongst the most im portan t of th e  Commissions appointed by the 
G overnm ent is th a t for inqu iry  into Corporations—a measure, of perhaps 
the most importance of any which was originated during th is Session ; 
one, and only inferior in value to the Reform  A ct itself. I t  is the grand 
assault on the last hold of T ory  corruption, and abused patronage. No 
evil called more loudly for reform —no abuse weighed more heavily on 
the general mass of the inhabitants of Corporate Towns, than  the adm i­
nistration of th e  Corporate P roperty , and the undue exercise of powers, 
originally designed for th e  benefit of th e  people.

I f  the representation of the country required reform, i f  th a t had be­
come corrupt from age, misuse, and change of th e  times, surely all m ust 
adm it th a t every argum ent which was used in furtherance of a Reform  in 
Parliam ent, may, w ith  a t least equal ju stice  and like force, be urged for 
a com plete revision and reform of Corporations.

T h e  Commission which has been appointed, and the names of those to 
whom it is directed, w ill ensure searching and complete inquiry, and it 
is only by such previous inquiry, by an accurate and detailed statem ent 
of the circumstances which relate to each town, and to the mode in which 
the powers confided has been exercised, th a t real and substantial justice  
can be done, or th e  means of sound legislation obtained.

I t  may be fairly assumed, th a t where malversation has existed, where 
privileges ex ist inconsistent w ith the good governm ent of the people, 
neither the one nor the other will be allowed to remain.

A guide, indeed, to the views of the M inisters, on this subject, may, 
in some respects be found in the B ill brought into the H ouse of Lords 
this Session, though not as y e t proceeded w ith : th is makes provision for 
the incorporation of the new boroughs; the voters for the borough are to 
become burgesses of the corporation. T h e  burgesses of each ward are to 
elect the common-councilmen, who are to elect the mayor and aldermen, 
town-clerk, and other officers.

One main feature of this m easure is, th a t no property can be acquired
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by the corporation ; and hence their poverty will be the best guarantee 
for their honesty* And as there will be no patronage, there can be no 
jobbing.

T he mayor and aldermen are to be the m agistrates for the town, and 
by the ir frequent m eeting in petty  sessions to insure speedy justice ; and 
they, w ith a given num ber of the common-council, are to form a com­
m ittee, for the sole purpose of regulating an efficient police, which, in 
fact, may be considered the m ost im portant object of the ir incorpora­
tion.

SC O T LA N D .

Connected w ith Corporation Reform is the m aterial change which has 
been made, th is Session, by which the whole system  of self-election in 
the Scotch B urghs has been entirely  abolished.

T his flagrant abuse, which was introduced nearly  four centuries ago, 
under pretence of avoiding the tum ults incidental to popular election, 
had long ago produced its natu ra l fruits, in the u tte r  dilapidation of the 
revenues of most of th e ir  communities, in an almost unbroken series of 
corruption and em bezzlem ent, and, a t last, in  the general discontent and 
indignation of all who were exposed to its influence.

 ̂ I t  was in vain th a t the atten tion  of Parliam ent and. Parliam entary 
Committees had been called to the system ; the power of corruption was 
too great to adm it of its being destroyed, till the voice of th e  people pre­
vailed in a Reformed House of Commons.

 ̂A liberal constitution, in most respects similar to th a t conferred by th e  
English Corporation Bill, has been given to these boroughs, and, in like 
m anner, Scotch Commissioners have been appointed to search in to  and 
apply a complete rem edy to past municipal abuses.

In  addition to this im portant measure, a Commission has issued fo» a 
general inquiry into the sta te  of the laws, and courts of justice, w ith the 
view of introducing an extensive reform in both ; and, from what passed 
in Parliam ent, i t  appears, th a t measures for preventing the mal-admi- 
nistration of C hurch Patronage are under the consideration of th e  G o­
vernm ent.

 ̂ In  the last Session, an A ct passed, by which th e  judicial duties of the 
Court of E xchequer were so regulated, as eventually  to be executed at 
a charge of only L . 600 a-year instead of L . 8000 per annum , which la tte r 
sum, be it  observed, was a reduction from L . 70,000 per annum , th e  ori­
ginal cost.

I  he most considerable duties of the Barons of the E xchequer, were, as 
Lords ot the T reasury  of Scotland, acting under the direction of the 
tre a su ry  in London. M uch abuse, and no advantage, was derived from 
this : and this Session an A ct was passed, transferring  to the Board of 
ia x e s  in London, the whole duties of th e  Barons in respect to  th e  re ­
venue of taxes. I  his measure, and one in progress for the consolidat­
ing the collection ot the revenue of Stamps and Taxes, will effect a con­
siderable saving.

H itherto , the revenue of Scotland, am ounting to about five millions, 
has been brought to a general fund of collection in E dinburgh, and trans­
m itted  thence, a t a ra te  of exchange disadvantageous to the public. An 
arrangem ent is nearly completed, by which the rem ittances will be ef­
fected directly from the points of collection, and on term s more advanta­
geous. Besides this saving, the arrangem ent will p u t an end to the office 
of Receiver-G eneral and Paym aster.
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POOR LAW AM ENDM ENT.

T he last of the domestic questions which we proposed to consider is 
Poor Law  Am endm ent ; and, as it is th e  subject in which the least ap­
parent progress has been made, it may be advisable to state, a t some 
length, not only what has been done, bu t also the obstacles which have 
prevented more from being effected. T h e  mode in which th a t subject 
was dealt w ith, during the forty-five years for which M r P i t t  and his 
followers held office, is a most instructive exam ple of the wisdom, public 
spirit, diligence, and courage of th a t party . W hen, in th e  year 1795* 
the question, long after it  had engaged the atten tion  of all thinking indi­
viduals, a t last was taken up by public m en, the popular party , the party  
on whose side most sym pathy was enlisted, was th a t of the receivers ot 
relief. M r P itt, therefore, after a speech, in which he expressly pro­
posed to apply every possible stim ulus to population, and was ready, it 
he followed out his own principles, to remove, as far as he could, all in­
ducem ent to industry , or providence, brought in a l>ill quite w orthy ot 
such a preface ; a B ill to  legalise Parish allowance in aid of wages, to 
those who had families ; or, were unable, or unwilling, to earn the ir whole 
subsistence by labour ; to  enable persons possessed of property  to claim 
public charity, and even to demand a cow, or, in the words of th e  Rill, 
“ anv other domestic anim al,” to be supplied a t the expense ot the pub­
lic. T h is B ill, indeed, failed ; bu t the Act which M r P it t  actually in­
troduced, the 3iith Geo. I I I .  cap. 23,—th e  A ct which, for th e  avowed 
purpose of preventing Parish Relief from being adm inistered in a mode 
“ injurious to the comfort, domestic situation, and happiness ’ of paupers, 
gave to the M agistrates th e ir  present, and, indeed, more than  th e ir  p re­
sent discretionary power over the parochial funds, was, perhaps, more 
mischievous than  the B ill which was rejected. U nder the sanction of 
tha t Act, the m onstrous system under which we are now suffering,—the 
system  which proclaims tha t indigence, w hatever be its  cause, whatever 
be th e  idleness, or improvidence, or profligacy of th e  applicant, gives a 
righ t to comfortable subsistence ou t of the property of others, wras fostered 
and extended, u n til it  forced itself on the attention even of a lo r y  A d­
m inistration. Com m ittees of th e  Lords and of the Commons were ap­
pointed in 1817, and reported tha t, u unless some efficacious check were 
interposed, there was every reason to expect the neglect and ru in  of the 
land, and the waste and rem oval of other property, to the u tte r  subver­
sion of the happy order of society so long upheld in these kingdoms. ’

T he check which the Legislature interposed to m eet these evils was 
characteristic. T h e  59tli George I I I .  cap. 12. was passed,—an Act, con­
sisting of th irty-seven salutary provisions, almost every one of which is 
carefully and effectually neutralized by an exception or a qualification, 
T he enacting clauses are, w ithout doubt, to be a ttribu ted  to the em inent 
person whose name the Act usually bears. T he exceptions and qualifi­
cations were the wisdom of the Lords and of the unreform ed Commons. 
W ho can wonder th a t such an A ct did not interpose the efficacious check 
demanded by the report, or th a t the evil thus tenderly handled by the 
L egislature pursued its  appointed course ?

The public, however, are not to blame for this. W riter after writer 
proclaimed the approaching ruin. Committee after committee examined 
evidence, and reported the necessity of amendment. Bill alter bill was 
introduced, read a first time, and dropped. All parties felt their danger ;
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all, except the G overnm ent, endeavoured to avert it  ; b u t the task was 
difficult, unpopular, and dangerous. T he G overnm ent was wise in its 
generation ; and so the m atter rested till, in th e  autum n of 1830, the 
mine exploded. I t  was a t this calamitous period, when, in half the coun­
ties of England, the agricultural population were in arms, when barns 
and corn-ricks and thrashing machines were blazing, the clergy flying 
the ir homes, the m agistrates capitulating w ith the rioters, and the farmers 
secretly, or even openly urging them  on ; it was in the m idst of this storm 
th a t the Tories abandoned the helm, and having run  th e  vessel among 
the breakers, called on the W higs to tack and preserve her.

Among the innum erable subjects of Reform , which forty years of inde­
cision and procrastination had accum ulated, it  was unhappily some tim e 
before Poor Law  Reform  could be attended to. An Emigration Bill, as 
a means of facilitating such Reform, was among the first measures of the 
new G overnm ent. I t  was abandoned, however, from  a fear tha t, as an 
insulated measure, it  m ight be worse than useless ; and the more urgent 
business of Parliam entary Reform, bv absorbing the atten tion  of the Pub­
lic, and in a great measure th a t of the G overnm ent, made it impossible, 
during its pendency, to  consider the whole question of Poor L aw  Im ­
provem ent ; bu t th e in s ta n tth e  Reform  B ill had passed, th a t question was 
taken up. I t  was then  supposed by m any persons, perhaps by almost all, 
th a t the facts of the case were generally understood, and th a t a G overn­
m ent m easure m ight be founded on the existing evidence. T he A dm inis­
tration, however, thought otherwise ; they  distrusted the ex-parte evi­
dence obtained by Com mittees, from an exam ination of not more than for­
ty  or fifty witnesses, all of whom came full of their own views, and anxious 
to supply testim ony in their favour. T hey  believed th a t the inquiry  m ust 
be local, th a t witnesses m ust not be summoned, bu t sought fo r; th a t the 
pauper, the overseer, and the farm er m ust be seen in situ ; th a t work­
houses m ust be visited ; vestry  m eetings and p e tty  sessions attended, 
and the story of the independent labourer, the small proprietor, and the 
overseer, heard and considered, as well as th a t of the great farm er and the 
country m agistrate : and th a t instead of a chairman and four or five other 
persons listening two or th ree hours a day for two 01* three weeks to vo­
lun tary  witnesses, tw en ty  or th irty  persons ought to be employed for 
months in inspecting the actual workings of the system . B u t as the 
body of persons who were to make th a t inspection m ust be too num erous 
to  be able to prescribe any one mode of proceeding, or to agree in any re ­
port, it  was determ ined to appoint a C entral Commission, whose business 
i t  should be to direct the mode of inquiry, to appoint the itineran t Com­
missioners who were to make the actual inspection of th e  country, and 
after having received their separate reports to fram e one final report, 
summ ing up th e  evidence, and proposing the m easures which it  should 
show to be desirable and practicable.

T he C entral Commissioners were accordingly appointed in the begin­
ning of the year 1832.

Scarcely any of them  could be considered adherents of th e  present 
G overnm ent. O f the th ree  principal Commissioners, the Bishops of 
London and Chester, and M r Sturges Bourne, the two form er had been 
raised to the Bench by previous adm inistrations, and the th ird  m ight be 
considered a political adversary.

I t  was hoped th a t a R eport m ight be obtained which would enable 
Parliam ent to take up the question in tha t, or a t least th e  succeeding 
Session.

T h e  first proceeding of the Commissioners was to circulate prin ted
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from their actual importance, or from the ir being subjects on which little  
information was in print.

W hile the replies to these questions were coming in, several of the 
Commissioners visited different parts of the Country, in order to ascer- 
tain th e  mode of inquiry  to be pointed out to th e ir  itineran t, or, as they 
have been usually called, A ssistant Commissioners. T h e  experience de­
rived from these journeys, the practical knowledge possessed by some of 
the Commissioners, and th e  inform ation derived from the answers to 
about two or th ree hundred sets of prin ted  questions, enabled the Com­
missioners to frame Instructions for the ir A ssistant Commissioners. W hen 
these had been framed, a business which necessarily took much tim e, the 
A ssistant Commissioners were appointed. To appoint them  previously 
would have been useless, as no person could be expected to take an im ­
portant and responsible office w ithout the means of knowing what was 
expected from him. T he choice was by no means easy : much know­
ledge, activity, good sense, and diligence were required, joined to the 
power of composition and arrangem ent ; and though th e  m ere expenses 
of the A ssistant Commissioners were paid, they  received no rem uneration 
for the ir tim e and labour. Several candidates for A ssistant Commissioner- 
ships declined the office when informed of the term s ; others withdrew 
their applications after they  had considered the Instructions, and some, 
afte r having accepted it, were prevented by illness or o ther unforeseen 
causes, and some attem pted  and gave it up.

A t length, however, a num ber of A ssistant Commissioners were obtain­
ed, and set in motion, sufficient, no t to give a full account of the Poor 
Law A dm inistration of th e  whole of England, or even of a considerable 
portion of it ; bu t to give such a sample of its  adm inistration as m ight 
enable the public to infer its general state. T h e  A ssistant Commissioners 
were directed to make the ir R eports before the end of N ovem ber 1832. 
I f  the C entral Commissioners hoped th a t this direction would be com­
plied w ith, they  either under-rated the difficulty of the inquiry, or over­
rated the diligence of the ir Assistants. I t  is believed, th a t no Reports 
were deliveied before the end of the year 1832, and th a t m any were not 
received un til the Jan u ary  following. As they  were received, they were 
sent to the House of Commons’ prin ters to be prin ted, in anticipation of 
the order of the House.

In  the mean tim e, re tu rn s  to the prin ted  Questions were received to 
an ex ten t far beyond what could have been anticipated. I t  is under­
stood, th a t nearly  2000 Parishes, in fact about one-seventh of England, 
have sent re tu rns. These, as they were received, were digested, and 
their substance was, in like manner, sent to the Parliam entary printers.

A th ird  branch of the Evidence collected by the C entral Commissioners, 
consists of communications voluntarily  made to them  by different indivi­
duals ; m any of them  of considerable length and im portance ; particularly 
those on the subject of Labour R ates and Education, a poition of which 
has been already prin ted  and distributed by order of Parliam ent.

T h e  difficulty of getting  prin ted th is enormous mass of evidence, and 
the impossibility of making full use of it, while in m anuscript, for the 
purposes of the final R eport, is understood to be the sole cause which 
prevented the C entral Commissioners from presenting a R eport before 
the term ination of the Session.

In  the mean tim e, some benefit has been derived from th e  labours of 
the Commission, not only by the publication of the paper on Labour 
Rates, to which we have already adverted, bu t by the appearance of
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some E x trac ts  from the ir Evidence. These E x trac ts  were published in 
compliance with a requisition from the H om e Office, and are believed to 
contain, not a selection of striking passages and extraordinary  statem ents, 
bu t a mere fair average of the contents of the Reports from the Assist­
an t Commissioners. Such as they are, they fully  shew the wisdom of 
G overnm ent in not resting satisfied with the existing information on the 
subject of Poor Law Adm inistration. I f  we compare the num ber, the 
variety , and the importance of the facts, and of the inferences contained 
in th a t small volume, with all the folios th a t have proceeded from P a r­
liam ent on the same subject, how far do the powers of individual research 
appear to exceed those of a Parliam entary Com mittee ?

T here  is every reason to expect, th a t before the commencement of the 
n ex t Session, the Commissioners, having taken such ample tim e for de­
liberation, will be able to propose, not perhaps th e  best conceivable 
measure, bu t the best tha t, in th e  present state of political knowledge, 
public opinion will sanction, or a prudent M in istry  introduce : a mea­
sure which, if  it  do not a ttem pt a t once to destroy the abuses which have 
been the growth of half a century , will im m ediately check the ir increase, 
and ensure the ir gradual extirpation. And i t  may be added, th a t the 
possibility of such a result, a result on which the fu tu re  welfare of E ng­
land depends, appears to be due solely to the present Adm inistration. 
T heir predecessors seem never to have contem plated such an under­
taking, or to have had the least notion of the means by which i t  could be 
effected.

In  the mean tim e, there was passed silently, and w ithout the sugges­
tion or assistance, or even the commendation of those who talk so loudly 
of their exclusive concern for the welfare of “ the people” who assume to 
be th e  sole guardians of the working classes— a m easure which promises 
more substantial benefits to those classes than any which has succeeded 
the establishm ent of F riendly  Societies and Savings Banks.

Persons acquainted w ith those Institu tions, are aware tha t, o f the 
F riend ly  Societies, a large proportion are based on erroneous principles, 
involving th e ir  u ltim ate ruin , and th a t in the m ajority of them , the hard 
earnings of the contributors are exposed to partia l or en tire  loss, from 
the rapacity  or the ignorance of the managers. To avoid these disasters, 
a labouring man may have deposited in a Savings Bank th e  surplus earn­
ings of his labour from childhood ; bu t when in the decline of life he 
wishes to relax his toils, he may lose his deposit, from wTan t either of 
knowledge or of means to invest it  productively and securely. These 
calamities are  dreadfully frequent, and not only throw  an independent 
and noble-minded labourer into the wrork-house, to avoid which he has 
been abstinent through life, bu t produce more general m ischief by the 
discouragement of provident habits. One such instance may crush the 
frugality  of a whole village. From  fourteen to sixteen millions of the 
earnings of the labouring classes are exposed to these casualties. Again, 
a seaman or a labourer in a d istan t service wishes to have his surplus 
wages sent home and applied to the paym ent of a weekly stipend to his 
aged -father or m other ; bu t there  is no tru s ty  person who will take 
care of the deposit, or trouble him self w ith the apportionm ent and pav- 
m ent of the instalm ents. I n  a thousand instances the labouring classes 
have not the opportunities of giving effect to family affections or friend­
ly  sym pathies, possessed by those who have guardians and executors at 
th e ir  command, and can claim th e  services of the highest officer of the state.

B y  the M inisteria l m easure of th e  3d W ill. IV . c. 14, G overnm ent 
has taken upon itse lf the guardianship of these cases. By th a t Act, the
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Depositors in Savings Banks, and others, are enabled to purchase G o­
vernm ent A nnuities, for life or for years, and either im m ediate or de­
ferred. E xperience may enable the G overnm ent to extend the am ount 
beyond its present lim it of I,. 20 a year. Tables of Insurance have al­
ready been framed, and have been sanctioned by th e  T reasury . T h e  
whole of the money advanced is re turnable  in case the contracting party  
does not live to the age a t which the annu ity  is to become payable, or is 
unable to continue the m onthly or annual instalm ents. T h is measure 
will secure th e  beneficial application of a vast am ount of savings most 
m eritoriously accum ulated, and in innum erable ways contribute1 to the 
comforts, and th e  advancem ent of the social condition of the great mass 
of the people.

F O R E IG N  P O L IC Y .

In  order to take a ju s t  view of our foreign relations, we m ust carrv 
our eyes back for a moment to the condition of things when the present 
G overnm ent first took the helm. T hree im portant questions were then 
pending, in all of which G rea t B ritain  either had taken a prom inent 
part, or had a param ount in terest. T h e  affairs of Greece, Belgium, and 
Portugal.

T he G reek question, as far as England was concerned, began with the 
protocol of A pril 182G, which was signed at Petersburgh by the D uke of 
W ellington, and which was followed by the trea ty  of J u ly  1827, signed in 
London by Lord Dudley. T h e  object of these instrum ents was to sepa­
rate Greece from T urkey, and to  place the G reek nation, within & te r ­
ritory to be specially defined, in a sta te  of independence and self-govern­
ment.

W hen the present Adm inistration succeeded to office, they  found an 
agreement entered into by their predecessors w ith the Porte , by which 
limits were to be imposed upon Greece, so narrow and so ill-chosen, tha t, 
while im portant districts of Greece would have been left to T urkey , the 
Greeks would have had no defensible frontier, and perpetual collision 
would have taken place between the T urk ish  and G reek population. 
Such a se ttlem ent could only have laid the foundation for fu tu re  
quarrels.

T he present G overnm ent despatched Sir Stratford Canning to Con­
stantinople, to endeavour to make a more rational arrangem ent. T h a t 
lble ambassador was com pletely successful ; and he obtained the consent 
si the Porte to an amended boundary, as excellent, in every respect, as 
the former one had been defective.

Prince O tho of Bavaria, selected as K ing of G reece by the th ree  me- 
lia ting  powers, in v irtue  of an authority  from the Greeks themselves, 
las since arrived in his dominions, where he was enthusiastically re­
ceived ; and Greece, reviving from the tomb, and awakening from the 
leath-like torpor of ages, takes her place among th e  Christian and civi­
lized nations of Europe.

M ay we not hope th a t th is country, once the peculiar seat of the arts, 
rf science, and of civil liberty, may prove itse lf not unw orthy  of the for­
tunate condition to which it has now been raised !

T he Belgian question, like th e  G reek, had its origin in events ante- 
sedent to  the formation of th e  present G overnm ent. T hey  found on 
this subject a course chalked out to them  by th e ir  predecessors. T hey
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m ight modify it as they advanced, bu t could not, even if  they  had wished
to do so, retrace steps already taken.

T he revolution in Belgium  broke out in A ugust 1830. The R u 
the N etherlands, in October, called upon his anies and G r e ^  l in te in  
among the rest, to  send him troops to  quell the revolt ; th e  B ritish  G  - 
vernm ent, under the D uke of W ellington refused to  do so , the l)u tch  
were almost entirely  expelled from th e  Belgian
of the N etherlands, unable to pu t down the rebels by i l s  " n “ s’ 
or to get succour from his allies, en treated  th a t a Conference m ight b  ̂
assembled, and th a t an armistice m ight be imposed on the two partie. ,
h im self and his revolted subjects. . , . . n

H is request was complied w ith ; and in the beginning of K o v e m te r ,
the Conference m et in L ondon; and its f i r s t a ^  to 
two parties th a t they should fight 110 more, and th a t th e  line of dema - 
cation between them , during an armistice unlim ited as io t ^  shou 
be the line which, before the union m  1814, separated the old D utch p - 
vinces from the provinces of Belgium. T h is decree a t once establiMieci 
the principle of separation. F o r the Belgians had declared themselves 
independent, and th e  K ing of H olland was told, the w ar m ust cease. 
H e  could not therefore recover his lost te rrito ry , except b;, the consent 
of th e  Belgians, and th a t consent it  was evident he never couid obtain.

T he task, then , of th e  present G overnm ent was so to se ttle  the teim * 
on which separation should take place, as to provide for th e  in terests and
security of all parties concerned. #

T h e  arrangem ent is not v e t completed, bu t i t  is supposed to be veig- 
inff towards its close ; and if  Belgium finally becomes an independent, con­
stitutional, commercial, and neu tra l state, i t  will contribute more to pre­
serve th e  peace of Europe in such a condition of existence, than 111 any
other which could have been assigned to it.

T h e  difficulties which have been encountered, have arisen from the 
obstinacy of the K ing of the N etherlands; an obstinacy which during the 
last two years has burdened the D utch w ith expenses, the perm anent 
charges arising from which, will almost counterbalance the relief aflord­
ed them  by the division of the debt between them  and the Belgians.

T he citadel of A ntw erp was to be evacuated m  fifteen days, by the 
armistice which the K ing of the N etherlands him self had invoked in 
Novem ber 1830 ; b u t the possession of th a t fortress enabled him to 
harass the Belgians, and to in tercept the ir trade on the Scheldt, l i e  
therefore refu sld  to give it up. E ngland and F rance proposed to the 
other th ree Powers to declare, th a t Belgium should strike oft from her 
debt to H olland, a million of florins for every week during which, after 
a certain tim e, th e  D utch  should continue to occupy any p a rt ot the 
Belgian 'te r r ito ry . T h e  three Powers refused to  agree to th is proposal ; 
E ngland and F rance therefore were obliged to resort to force : lienee the 
sie ie  of A ntw erp, and hence the D utch  embargo. T hese v ig o ^ u s  m ea­
sures disconcerted all the calculations of the D utch  K ing and his p arti­
sans, w hether English Tories, or C ontinental Absolutists. Baffled in 
their schemes, they  vented the ir anger in  predictions. T h e  Citadel 
would never be taken ; the Prussians would march to  relieve it  ; tne 
Russians would pour down from P oland; A ustria would take th e  held  ; 
and the tide of a general war would sweep th e  F rench  back to th e ir  own 
frontier. B u t Prussia only grum bled, and coquetted about V enloo ; 
A ustria never s tirred ; and R ussia contented herself w ith some angiy 
boasts of what she would have done, if  she had been nearer to the scene



of action. T h e  prophets then  foretold * th a t Chassé, sooner than su r­
render, would blow up him self and his garrison, and bury all under the 
ruins of the place. B u t old Chassé went on quietly  smoking his pipe ; 
re tiring  from one cellar to another, as the bom bardm ent advanced ; and, 
at length, when the breach was practicable, and he had got to his last 
casemate, he surrendered, as people in such situations generally do.

T hen  the embargo was said to be an u tte r  failure ; harmless to the 
D utch, ruinous only to ourselves ; it  was unheard of to continue it so 
long ; we ought to go to war, or else release the D utch ships ; the mea 
sure was illegal, and, a t the same tim e, ridiculous. T hese were the ar­
gum ents and assertions by which the Tories tried  to persuade Parlia­
m ent to  force th e  G overnm ent to take th e  embargo off. B u t P arlia­
m ent turned a deaf ear to them  ; the embargo continued ; and the con­
sequence was, the Convention of the 21st o f M ay. B y th a t Conven­
tion the character of the Belgian question was entirely  changed. T he 
D utch agreed to an unlim ited arm istice ; and E urope was secured 
against any danger o f a general war, resulting  from th e  difference be­
tween H olland and Belgium. T h e  question o f peace or war was from 
th a t m oment settled : w hat rem ained to be arranged, was a m atte r of 
florins, of tolls, and of duties ;— questions, im portant, indeed, to the two 
parties, bu t not threatening  th e  peace o f the rest of Europe. T h is was 
the fru it of the siege of A ntw erp and o f the embargo ; and thus has the 
result fully justified  the wisdom of those measures.

T he affairs of Portugal are drawing to a conclusion. T h e  tyranny , 
which for five years has weighed down th a t wretched country, has been 
dashed to the ground. M iguel’s fleet has been captured ; th e  siege of 
Oporto has been raised ; 2.500 brave Portuguese have marched in t r i ­
umph from the Guadiana to the T agus ; Donna M aria has been pro­
claimed in Lisbon, and a B ritish  M in ister has again presented him self 
a t the C ourt of the R igh tfu l Sovereign of Portugal. B ritish  valour 
has, as usual, been associated w ith Portuguese freedom, and Cape St 
V incent has again witnessed the exploits of naval heroism, T he E n g ­
lish G overnm ent has, with respect to these affairs, steadily adhered to 
the course which it had chalked out for itself. I t  has been rigidly 
neu tra l in the contest ; bu t then i t  has required ofher Powers to be so 
too.

W hen Don Pedro’s expedition sailed from T erceira, a Spanish army 
assembled 0:1 the coniines of Portugal, under pretence of observation, 
but obviously ready to strike a blow in support of Don M iguel, if  an 
opportunity should offer. B u t th e  events o f 1820 had not been forgot­
ten, and the experience of the conduct o f Spain in  th a t year was not 
thrown away.

T he B ritish G overnm ent did not tru s t solely to  the assurances of the 
Cabinet of M adrid, bu t prepared itse lf for all events. A powerful 
squadron under Admiral Parker was sent to the Tagus, w ith orders, as 
was stated in Parliam ent, to take active p art for Don Pedro, th e  mo­
m ent a Spanish force should en ter Portugal to assist Don M iguel. Spain 
and England have kept faith with each other ; and though openly avow-

* The Tories appear on this as on other occasions, to have been in­
fluenced by their wishes rather than inspired by the spirit of prophecy. 
Mr Alexander Baring, the chief of the prophets, was thus led to pay an in­
voluntary compliment to the ta lent of our Foreign M inister, when he ob­
served, “  I f  the Noble Lord can get the army of Marshal Gerard out of 
Belgium, which I adm it would be a great act—almost a masterpiece of di­
plomacy,” &c.—Aug. 18. 1831,



mg their opposite wishes as to the resu lt of the war, both have stood 
aloof, leaving the contending parties to fight th e  m atte r out unaided, 
'l'lie part which England took in this struggle was, to keep the ring, and 
see fair play ; and victory has remained w ith the cause of ju stice  and 
of right. T here can be no doubt tha t, i f  a T ory  G overnm ent had been 
established in England, some pretence or other would have been found, 
to let the Spanish arm y loose, and Portugal would have been still doom­
ed to languish under the ty ranny  of M iguel.

T he resu lt of this conquest is most im portant, and will be extensively 
felt. T he struggle was not simply between Pedro and M aria on one 
side, and M iguel on the other ; Portugal was the arena on which the 
great European battle  was to be fought by appointed champions. T he 
Tories of England, the Carlists of F rance and Spain, th e  H oly  Alliance, 
and the enemies of liberty  all over Europe, were th e  backers of M iguel ; 
the friends of justice  and of rational governm ent were the partisans of 
M a ria ; and if  the cause of th e  Q ueen should continue victorious, the 
moral effect of her success will be felt throughout the whole of Europe.

W hile the atten tion  of Europe was absorbed by events in the W est, 
a sudden storm  arose in the East, which threatened the destruction of 
the T urkish  Em pire. T he throne of the Sultan was first menaced by 
his rebellious vassal, and then endangered by his protecting ally. T h e  
P orte  has, for the present, escaped from both perils ; th e  E gyptians 
have retired  from Asia M inor, and the llussians have left Constantinople. 
I t  is the business of th e  B ritish G overnm ent to take care th a t neither 
shall re tu rn  again.

T h e  war between M ahom et A li and the Sultan was not an ordinary 
case of civil war between a sovereign and his subjects, w ith which other 
S tates ought not to interfere. T h a t contest threatened so m aterially to 
affect the distribution of power in the East, th a t the G overnm ents of 
Europe were entitled  to look upon it  as a m atte r in which the ir own in­
terests were directly involved. T urkey  may be a barbarous and u n ­
civilized S tate ; bu t if  i t  were dismembered, w hat would become of its 
fragm ents ? AYould E urope gain by substitu ting , a t Constantinople, 
Russian civilization for T urkish  barbarism ? W ould the benefit to  hu ­
m anity make up for the political evil ? Could the crim e of another parti­
tion be thus atoned for ? Could we say

----- Scelera ipsa nefasque
H ac mercede p la ce n t----- ?

U ndoubtedly not. T he Russian em pire is large enough for the purposes 
of good governm ent, and for the safety of the rest of E urope ; and Con­
stantinople m ust never be added to the dominions of the T zar.

To name Russia, is to th ink  of Poland ; but, alas, w hat have we to say 
about th a t ill-fated and devoted country ! I t  lies p rostrate a t the feet 
of its conqueror, enduring all the miseries which exu lting  revenge can 
inflict upon a subdued, and no longer resisting antagonist. A re the 
statem ents which have been made on this m atter exaggerated ? F o r  the 
honour of hum anity we wish they  may prove so ; bu t if  they  are, why 
have they not been refuted ? B u t indeed the published acts of the R u s­
sian governm ent speak for themselves. H ave not those acts been calcu­
lated to crush national sp irit and extinguish national feeling ; to wound 
th e  hearts of individuals, and to add private affliction to public calam ity? 
Could England have prevented all this ? T h a t is the question which be­
longs to our present inquiry. W e fear we m ust answer in th e  negative ; 
a t least we believe th a t if  England and F rance had attem pted  to throw



their shield over Poland, the certain and im m ediate consequence would 
have been a general war in Europe, while Polish deliverance would have 
been a doubtful result.

T h e  kingdom of Poland has no sea-port with which England can com­
m unicate; and it is separated from France by the interposition of h a lf of 
G erm any. A ustria and Prussia were ready to have supported Russia, 
and each had an arm y of 100,000 men on the Polish frontier, ready to 
march at a m om ent’s notice. I f  we had declared war against Russia, on 
behalf of Poland, we should have had to wage th a t war against A ustria 
and Prussia also. B u t what would those three powers have done ? T hey  
would all have united  to crush the Poles, which, as the ir armies were 
placed, would have been bu t the work of a fortn ight ; and then we should 
have had to wage a general war in Europe, not to save the Poles, but 
only to avenge the ir fall. T he war, too, would necessarily have been a 
war of political principle, a t a m om ent when th e  recent events in France 
and Belgium  had excited, to the highest pitch, the passions of mankind, 
and had brought into active conflict the m ost ex trem e opinions. We be­
lieve our governm ent judged wisely. B u t the Polish nation sleeps, and 
is not dead. Some day or other it  may still awake : we tru s t th a t the 
brighter day which m ust await it, will be prepared iirst by a milder and 
ju s te r, and therefore wiser policy on the p art of Russia, and will not be 
preceded by a renewal of violence and bloodshed. B u t no adm inistrative 
ingenuity  can extinguish a g rea t people, and no physical force can per­
m anently keep such a people down in misery and bondage.

VY’ith  respect to the atïairs of I ta ly  and G erm any, the B ritish  govern­
m ent appear not to have taken a prom inent p a rt ; bu t the correspondence 
of M r Seymour, which was published some tim e since in the newspapers, 
shows what the ir course has been as to the former. T he counsels given 
by the English governm ent seem to have been such as it became the 
governm ent of a free country to give, and those counsels appear not to 
have been pressed fu rther than  was consistent w ith a respect for the in ­
dependence of other states.

W ith  France, our relations continue to afford a striking contrast to 
former periods of our history. T im e was, when England and F rance 
fancied themselves natural enemies ; when the foes of the one became of 
course the friends of th e  other. T hese days are passed away ; may they  
never re tu rn  ; long may two great and in telligent nations reap from the 
friendly intercourse of peace, advantages far beyond anv which the most 
successful war could afford to either. T h e  union o f England and F rance 
has, during a period of unexam pled difficulty, preserved the peace of 
Europe ; and we may safely predict tha t, while th is union subsists, th a t 
peace will not be broken. A general war would now be a contest, in 
which England, France, and the people of every country in Europe 
would be ranged on one side, and th e  despotic governm ents, with their 
armies, would stand on the other. T h e  immediate issue could not be 
doubtful, the u lterio r results m ight be tremendous. T he English go­
vernm ent, we are convinced, will never court such a conflict ; th e  arbi­
tra ry  governm ents of the C ontinent will be too wise to provoke it. 
England, then, never had a clearer course before her, and never held a 
more dignified, or more honourable station. She stands um pire between 
hostile and excited parties ; she holds the balance between extrem e and 
opposing principles ; her task is “  Pacis imponere morem ;” and this task 
she may continue to perform  no less to her own advantage, than for the 
benefit of the rest of th e  civilized world.



W e have now given a brief and imperfect outline of the principal 
transactions of the Session. W e have shown that in no Session w ith­
in living memory, so much has been undertaken or so much accom­
plished. In  politics as in war, fame depends on success, and it is by 
the future success of their measures, not by  their good intentions, 
that the Ministry will be judged by posterity. The best exposition 
of tlieir intentions is, perhaps, to be found in the speecli to which 
we have already referred, delivered by Lord Grey on the second 
reading of the Irish Church Reform Bill.* W e will add, however, 
a few remarks of our own on the general tone of the administration, 
and on the temper in which they liave carried on the government. 
They have been reproached for want of firmness and decision ; for 
having been too ready to modify, or even abandon tlieir own views ; 
in fact, for having been too ready to be guided by public opinion. I t 
certainly is conceivable that an administration might deserve such 
a reproach, but it must be adm itted to be rather an unusual one. 
The ordinary fault of governors is just the reverse. Conceit, indif­
ference to the advice of others, and presum ptuous confidence in one’s

* “ W e had arrived at th a t situation in which one of two principles of 
government must prevail. W e must either have taken the bold, hazard­
ous, and, I  think, the fatal determ ination of depressing all spirit of Reform 
by severe coercive measures -, or we must, conforming to the spirit and feel­
ing of the times, endeavour to correct those abuses which affect the Consti­
tution, and the various institutions of the country. The first is a line of 
policy which every government ought to repudiate, and we never could be 
parties to a system which must lead, in the first instance, to the establish­
m ent of another 4 Holy Alliance,’ for the purpose of extinguishing the spi­
r it of liberty throughout Europe. I t  would be a vain and futile attem pt ;

ending in a war of opinion, and perhaps, for a time, in the destruction of 
th a t liberty and independence for the m aintenance of which this country 
has made so many sacrifices. The other alternative, therefore, only was 
left to us ; and we have endeavoured to bring forward those measures of 
Reform which have been submitted to your Lordships, and to the other 
House of Parliam ent, strictly, I  repeat, upon Conservative principles— 
wishing to cover the weak parts of the Government, and strengthen it 
against the attacks of its enemies, and to secure the confidence of its friends 
—to remove what even its friends deplore, and to oppose those wild and ex­
travagant projects which, while they promise peace and freedom, must end 
in despotism or anarchy. This, my Lords, is the line of policy we have 
adopted ; we have pursued a straight and steady course ; and having only 
the perm anent good of our country at heart, we have thrown ourselves with 
confidence on the generosity of our countrymen.”
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own knowledge and sagacity, are the usual concomitants of power. 
They have belonged even to the weakest administrations, and are the 
besetting sins of a strong one. That the present is a strong adminis­
tration no one can doubt who looks a t its overwhelming majorities : 
if it have been too humble in the exercise of its strength, if it have 
paid an undue degree of attention to the suggestions of friends or 
even of enemies, it has been guilty of an error which may be easily 
pardoned, since experience shews that it is one not likely to be re­
peated. But we do not believe that anv such error has been com­
m itted. W e believe that such a reproach can be made only by those 
who do not understand the times in which they live, and who apply 
to the present constitution the traditions of one that has ceased to 
exist. W hen the House of Commons consisted of partisans, when 
every speech and vote was part of a system, when measures were in ­
troduced not because they were useful but because they  were plau­
sible, and opposed not because they were likely to do harm to the 
country, bu t lest they should do good to their proposers,—it might 
be the duty  of a Government living in such an atmosphere of selfish­
ness and insincerity, to form its plans in silence, and to carry them 
through w ith obstinacy, well knowing that w hat was good would be 
most likely to be attacked, and that whatever was proposed as an 
amendment was probably designed to be mischievous.

To get rid of this w retched system was the great object of the Re­
form Bill ; and it has been got rid  of. A m ajority of the Members of 
the House of Commons are partisans not of the M inistry or of the 
Opposition, bu t of good government.— And ought their warnings to 
be disregarded ? Ought the voice of those who speak in the name 
of the whole people, to have no more weight than if they were a body 
of mere nominees ? Or laying aside what ought to be done, can this 
be done ? W ho doubts that it cannot ? W ho can doubt that the 
willingness w ith which the present adm inistration has listened to 
suggestions, the earnestness with which it has sought, in every quar­
ter, and by every means, for information, the frankness with which 
it has not only allowed but forw arded every inquiry, ‘ m ust be imi­
tated, and it cannot well be surpassed, by all who succeed them in 
the high office of presiding over the deliberations of a Reformed
House of Commons?

The character which we have thought it our duty  to give to the 
Reformed House, is certainly opposed to the anticipations of the ene­
mies, and some o f the friends of Parliam entary Reform. W e will

* W itness the Committees granted, as soon as asked for, on the M etro­
politan Police, Army and Navy Appointments, Cold Bath Fields Meeting, 
Land Revenues, &c.



own that, in some respects, it differs from our own anticipations. 
W e expected, indeed, diligence from that House, and diligence far 
exceeding that of any public assembly it has bestowed. I t  has sat, 
upon an average, nine hours each day during a Session of 142 days, 
making altogether 1270 hours ; whilst even the last Parliament, under 
the excitement of the Reform Question, did not sit, in w hat is term ­
ed their long Session, above 918 hours. The Committees exceed in 
number, in regularity of attendance, and, as m ay be perceived from 
the extract given in the annexed list *, in variety of subjects, those 
<>f any former Session.

W e expected much from the Members for the new constituencies 
in these Committees, bu t our hopes have been surpassed. They have 
shewn an attention and im partiality, with an am ount of knowledge 
and business-like talent, such as is not usually found even in those 
who have enjoyed the benefit of long Parliam entary experience. I t 
must, however, be adm itted, that the merits of the Reformed House, 
in these respects, are less generally known than they ought to be. 
Though almost all the real business of the House is done in Commit­
tees, the absence of reporters leaves the public in ignorance of the 
persons and the labour by which it has been effected. And though 
the debates on the Factory Bill, and on the other practical questions 
in which the new Members principally distinguished themselves., were 
reported, yet, in compliance w ith the general indifference of readers 
to the details of such measures, their speeches were so briefly stated, 
as to give a most inadequate representation of their merits.

One of the threats of 1832 was, that a Reformed House would not 
consist of Gentlemen. Never was there a more unfortunate prophesy. 
I f  the exhibition of manly and generous feeling, if the dctermina-

Days.
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* M unicipal C o r p o r a t io n s ............................................. 28
Scottish E n t a i l s ...................................................... f>
Royal Burghs in S c o t l a n d .................................... 18
Fines and R e c o v e r i e s ............................................. 6
Sale of B e e r ............................................................... *20
Grand Juries in I r e l a n d ............................................. 10
M etropolitan Police ............................................. 27
Army and Navy Appointments . . . .  28
A g r i c u l t u r e ............................................................... 25
T r a d e ........................................................................ 3 6
L etters P a t e n t ...............................................................12
Land R e v e n u e s ...................................................... 25
Stafford B o r o u g h ...................................................... 11
Adm iralty C o u r t s ...................................................... 11
Dramatic P e r fo r m a n c e s .............................................G
Irish S p i r i t s ............................................................... 11
Cold B ath  Fields M eeting . . . . 12
Chancery Offices Regulation . . . .  13

I t must be observed tha t all this business was transacted after Easter, 
us up to that tim e the House was occupied by Election Committees.



tion to see ftir  play, the disapprobation of any unjust, or unprovoked 
attack, the abhorrence of shuffling, or disingenuous proceeding , tfie 
reliance on personal integrity, the marked attention shewn, to those 
who preferred the general welfare of the country to the real or sup­
posed interests of their constituents, a n d th e  contempt o f those who 
ventured to  profess themselves the mere mouth-pieces of the rapacity 
or prejudices of those who sent them,—if these are characteristics Of 
Gentlemen, where shall we look for an assembly better deserving that 
title ? N ot, certainly, among the nominees of Peers, or the delegates 
from Corporations. The Members of the Reformed Parliament have 
sometimes displayed impatience, but it has been impatience of vanity 
or presumption. Some persons have incurred ridicule ; but not those 
who in a homely manner, or a provincial dialect, tendered sincerely 
th e  results of their inquiries or experience. Some have even been 
refused a hearing ; but only those from whom nothing would have 
been heard but declamation, for the purposes of display or agitation. 
The fault found, and perhaps not unjustly found, with the House, has 
been its toleration and indulgence, a  fault the least likely to increase.

In the most im portant of all merits of a legislative body, sincere 
public spirit, the superiority of the present House is still more strik­
ing. This again we expected ; bu t our expectation was mixed with 
fear, that so large a body, no longer under the strict discipline of pri­
vate interest and party  feeling, might be wanting in that general con­
fidence in the Executive, which is essential to steady government. 
W e were apprehensive, that by rashly interfering with the proceed­
ings of the administration, where all the grounds for those proceed­
ings could not be shewn, as is the case, for instance, in matters of 
foreign policy, or where the subject is too vast to be mastered by 
any but those who have made a business of it, as is the case in many 
questions of finance, and commercial and manufacturing regulation, 
they might force the Ministry either on mischievous measures, or on 
resignation.

Apprehensions, far exceeding these, were felt, or pretended to be 
felt, by the opponents of the Reform Bill. N ight after night we were 
told, that a reformed House would acknowledge no leaders ; or, a t 
least, no leaders on the ministerial benches ; that it would use the 
services of the present, or any future Ministers, bu t only as its ser­
vants, only so far as they would implicitly follow the dictates of its 
fraud, or violence, or caprice* Has this been so ? Is there any re­
proach which has been more profusely heaped on the present House, 
by its enemies, than that of subservience to Ministers ? Has any 
former House shewn itself more conservative, not of the abuses, but 
of the blessings, of the Constitution ? And if there is any portion of
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the House which less deserves this praise, if there is any portion, 
which has been more inclined than the rest to sacrifice the substan­
tial interests of the Country to popular clamour, or popular sym­
pathy, has this portion belonged to the Independent, or to the Mi­
nisterial, or to the Tory part of the House? In spite of the oppo­
sition, sometimes separate, but more frequently combined, of Tories 
and Radicals, there never, so far as the House of Commons is con­
cerned, has been a stronger Administration. It is true, that their 
strength has not been founded on the basis which formed the strength 
of their predecessors, so far as their predecessors were strong. It 
has not been derived from a body of mercenaries, blindly adhe­
rent while adherence seemed their interest, and violently hostile as 
soon as hostility appeared profitable. The present Ministry are 
powerful ; but it is the power of a Leader, not of a Master. It will 
last as long as they deserve it, and they ought to wish that it should 
last no longer.
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APPENDIX.

P O S T -O F F IC E .

T h e  following Statem ent, compiled from Official R eturns, will not be 
unacceptable to those who duly estim ate the advantages of increasing the 
means of communication throughout the kingdom. I t  furnishes the best 
answer to the complaints which some individuals have made, of a want 
o f energy in this departm ent.

These improvem ents have been effected during the tim e the D uke of 
Richmond has been Postm aster-General.

Four new cross Mail Coaches established in G reat Britain.
; J S f nt^ tW0 th?  En8UTs]}  and Scotch Mail Coaches accelerated, includ­
ing those from London to Liverpool, M anchester, Leeds, Glasgow, and M il­
ford, and on the principal cross-road lines.

N ineteen entirely new Horse Posts established.
Eleven old Communications improved.
Fourteen places made Post Towns.
Letter-Carriers appointed at Thirty-five Towns ; and the gratuities pre­

viously charged on the delivery of letters discontinued.
m im ??011 L etter-C‘7rf.iers added a t large Towns to m eet the increased de­mand for accommodation. , uc

Seventy-five Penny Posts established, including, in an official arrange­
ment, many hundred villages and hamlets, which had previously little or 
Î “ eans communication by Post, and producing considerable additional
v  V  c I l U c .

Miscellaneous improvements effected a t twenty-four different Towns.

SCOTLAND.

Ten new Post Communications opened.
Fourteen old Communications improved.
Letter-Carriers appointed a t twenty-five Towns.

w enty-five_ Penny Posts established upon the same principles, and with 
he same results, as in England. 1 P ’
Miscellaneous improvements effected at nine different Towns.

IRELA N D .

Seven new Mail Coaches established.
Twelve of the Mail Coaches accelerated and improved.
Ihirty-tw o new 1 ost Communications opened, 
rortv-tw o old Communications much improved.
Une hundred and twenty-eight Penny Posts established..

>oting. venee “ d Receiving Houses in Dublin placed on an improved



Six new Twopenny Post Rides established.
Thirty-six additional Letter-Carriers appointed.
Additional Deliveries granted at upwards of forty different villages in the 

neighbourhood of the Metropolis.
An additional Collection of Letters daily established in seven districts.
The Town Delivery extended to a  circle of three miles from the G eneral 

Post-Office -, reducing the Postage w ithim that distance to ‘2d, and affording 
many advantages to the Correspondence.

Tlie General Post Delivery extended to a circle of three miles from the 
Post-Office, exempting a large portion of the correspondence from the Two­
penny Postage, and accelerating the receipt of the Letters-in many cases.

A Receiving-House opened at the Eastern, and another a t the Western 
extremity of the New Boundary, for the deposit of the General Post Let­
ters, affording much more time for putting in Letters.

Two ad d itio n a lA cce le ra to rs”  employed.
The Foreign Mails delivered by the  Inland Letter-Carriers, instead of 

waiting until 10 o’clock. # *
Foreign Mails arriving after the morning delivery, and before 4 o’clock, 

sent out by the Twopenny Post despatches, according to the hour of ar­
rival, and bn Post Nights,’by the 7 o’clock evening despatches ; the former 
practice being to  retain any'Mails arriving after 2 o’clock, for delivery next 
morning.

The Mails to Lisbon and the M editerranean, forwarded by Steam Vessels, 
and bags made up for Cadiz, Zante, and Patras.

The Mails to Holland and Hamburgh sent by Steam Vessels.
A Daily Post established to and from France.

N. B .—The above account only shows the improvements for which the 
special authority óf the Postmaster-General has been obtained— There are; 
other very numerous improvements connected with the acceleration of Mail 
Coaches, and the establishment or alteration of Horse Posts, which the 
Surveyors are enabled to effect without increased expense, and which do 
not, therefore, appear in the Official Records.
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