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P L A N

F O R  a  C O M P L E T E  H A R B O Ü R  A T

H  0  Î V  T H -  T O W N ,  Qf c .

T H E  original plan for the mail packet-boats 
failing from a pier, to be built at the eaft of 

H o w th  town, w as by Mr* D a w fo n  in February 
1801, and was printed and given out in M a y  fol­
lo w in g ,  under the title o f  “  The Mail from Lon~ 
don in Dublin, in the ihorteft polïible T i m e .”

Its contents are in the following paper, w h ich  
w as printed and given out :

The M a i l  fro m  London in D u b lin  in the JhortcJl 
[lojfible Time ! and the M a i l  fro m  D u b lin  in  
London in the JhorteJipojfible Time !

A  P l a n  mentioned D alkey  Sound as a proper 
place for the mail packet-boats to fail from and to, 
inftead o f  Dublin. D alkey  Sound would not an- 
lw e r  for this purpofe, as it is three miles fouth-eaft 
o f  Dublin, and as far from Holyhead harbour as 
D ublin  is ; it is, betides, feven miles from D u b l i n ,% 
by land, to the com m on by it ; and this Sound is 
frequently very dangerous, 011 account o f  its dtfep
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Î;reat current, and its being ftraight open to the- 
outh and north, and having a very dangerous 

rock in the middle o f  it.
Moreover, o f f  D alkey,  eali f ix  miles, is the 

K iib-bank, five mites lûrrg, running foath to 
near Bray-bank, two miles long, running to near 
Codling-bank, four miles long, running eailerly, 
and. lying'bet ween Bray and W i c k lo w ;  T h e  two 
firft banks have only from one to three fathoms 
water over them at low  tide, and Çodling-bank 
not fo much.

H ow ever,  if  it fhould be required, that the 
Dublin mail (hall fail from Ireland at a given hour, 
eight o ’clock in the evening, thus putting a flop to 
the mail waiting in Dublin, as it does at prefent, 
from half pail: fix o ’clock in the evening to, fre­
quently, half  pail f ix  next morning, for the high 
title, and that it might arrive at Holyhead'before 
twelve o ’clock at noon next day, when the mail 
coach muft, at the lateft, fet o ff  for London, (go­
ing the fliortefl road by about thirteen miles, die 
n e w  W elch  road by fcapel Cerig, and through 
Shrewlbury, Birmingham, and Coventry), let it 
fail from and to the f h  el te red eaft harbour o f  
H o w t h  town. T h is  harbour mufl have a very 
iliort pier (for i f  it was a long one, it w?ould 
greatly impede the going out and coming in o f  vef- 
iels, and be ufelefs for ilielter, as all the veffels 
will lie with their heads, fouth, to the ihore) built 
call o f  it, running north with a turn, at the end o f  
it, to the w e il  : it mufl have a wall from H o w th -  
•faill, on the rocks, which are dry about half tide, 
$nd an open piling from this wall to Carline-rock ; 
thefe rocks* are weft and north-weil o f  this pro- 
pofed pier ; and it mufl alfo have an open piling 
iioiu  Irelands’ E ye, to inclofe with it Th ullock
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and Rellick R ock  t t y  at low  water, fouth o f  it,
and the fand with fom'e funken rocks, weft o f  thefc 
rocks.

Irelands Eye  and this inclôfure would give coin» 
plete ihelter to the chief part o f  H o w th  Sound 
from the eaft and north-eaft winds ; and Irelands’ 
E y e  having very deep water round it, (except 
nonh-w eft  o f  it, where the water is only about 
twelve feet deep at ló w  water, fufficiently deep for 
the mail packet-boats), will afford good ilielter tr> 
fhips, which may’ feek for it there, againft all 
winds. H o w th  Sound and this propofed harbour 
have excellent anchorage. T h ere  is a confiant 
ample fupply  o f  excellent freih water running 
almoft clofe to this propofed pier!"

W h e n  the mail packet-boats Íhalí ufe this har­
bour, they will freçüently crofs the channel in f ix  
hours : they will  lie always afloat, and will fuffer 
no delay from tide, bar, rock'; or fand-bank, anil 
will  befides have a [hot out from this propofed 
pier, which will enable them, even in the m oil  
contrary winds, to go off* to fea.

H o w th -to w n  harbour is ten miles nigher to H o ­
lyhead harbour than Dalkey Sound is, and has 
m uch more favourable winds for fhips to and from 
it, and is befides as near to Dublin as D a lk e y  
Sound iá.

T h u s  the traveller, with the mail from D ublin  
tó London, by going feven miles by land, will  fave 
ten miles by fea, generally the m o d  tedious and 
dilagreeable miles o f  the voyage to Holyhead, 
avoid Dublin Bar, and fail ouly fifty initead o f  
f ixty  miles.

Howth-hii! is in about a ftraight line eaft from 
College green, Dublin, to the entrance into H o l y ­
head B ay.  H ow th-town-m ount, the Daniih  fort,
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commands completely this harbour, both at fea 
and land fides; fo that it might he eafrlv guarded 
againil an enemy’s ihip ; and perhaps no part o f  
the coaft o f  Ireland could be fo eaiily, or at fo 
trifling an expenfe, guarded again ft an enemy as 
this harbour and Howth-hill.  Howth-hill  could, 
at a fmall expenfe, be infulated. In cafe o f  w a r  
particularly this harbour would be extremely valu­
able for the mail packet-boats. Its Gtuation, with 
refpeit to Great Britain, refembles Dover, in E ng­
land, with refpeót to the Continent o f  Europe ; 
but H o w th -to w n  harbour is in a (hehered bay, 
and D o ver  harbour on an expofed ftraight coart:» 
T h e  Iriili mail often meets with as much delay be­
tween Dublin and Holyhead, as the mail from 
London would to the Continent, i f  it failed down 
rhe river T h am es to it, inftcUd o f  failing, as it 
does* from D over to it.

T h is  propofed harbour will  have fifteen feet 
water within its pier at lo w  water, at fpring tides, 
and will be juft by the fhip-courfe from Dublin to 
Belfait, north o f  Europe, Scotland, Ifle o f  M an, 
W hitehaven, and Liverpool. Merchant ihips, 
alfo, for Dublin, from the fouthward, could, in 
cafe o f  not being able to make Dublin, ihelter 
here.— It is well k n o w n , that thefe ihips, in order 
to avoid the chain o f  fand-banks, along by the 
iliores o f  W exford, W ic k lo w ,  and Dublin, and 
the K i ih 'b a n k  eaft and fouth-eaft of Dublin har­
bour, run in about mid-channel, and make near 
Howth-hill  coming to Dublin. , Dublin market 
would be, probably, as well again fupplied with 
fiih as it is now , i f  this harbour was made com ­
plete. 'There arc great loofe ílones in abundance 
about this dation, proper for building this pier and 
wall with.

T h e
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T h e  prefent light-houfe on Howth-hill would 
anfw er very well for this propofed harbour, which 
will require alio a (mall lantern on its pier head. •

T h e  road from Dublin to H ow th  is in the pro­
per line, except from Raheny town to Kilbarrick 
ruined church, on the (Irand, where it mud run 
in a ftraight line from the one place to the other.

T h e  neceiTary expenfe o f  erecting this pier, 
wall, and two pilings, which would anfwer here 
better than wall, will be about twenty thoufand 
pounds.— T h is  fum will make it a complete har­
bour, o f  ineftimable value for the mail packet- 
boats, the merchant illip in a ftorm, and for the 
f iihing boats, which fupply Dublin market.

A t  Holyhead, a fmall pier running eaft, on the 
rocks, from the ifland is very much wanted for the 
mail packet-boats to lie afloat at, and to enable 
them to lie out fo far from the ihore, that they 
could always in a contrary wind, fhoot out to fea.

D u b lin , Feb. 1803. W u . D A W S O N :

Prevention o f  Shi/iw recks iu D u blin  Bay : w ith  
Remarks on a ll the Plans for the Improvement 
o f  the Harbour or Bay o f  D u b lin  fo r  the Shift- 

/ling.

T H E  propofed pier, at the eaft fide o f  the eaft 
harbour o f  H ow th -tow n, which fooner or later 
muft be built, wil l  be the greateft prefervative 
againft fliipwrecks in Dublin B a y ,  that can pofli- 
bly be adopted. •

T h e fe  ihipwrecks almoft all happen when it 
blows a ftorm from the fouth-eaft. Ships thus 
wrecked are moftly bound to Dublin, fome to

other
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oilier places and taken by the ftorm in the channel, 
caft of  the bay, T h e  cafe is, that there is no fafe 
place for fhips to re fort to in the bay of Dublin, 
in cafe o f  ftorm from the. eaft ward ; when the 
tide is more than half in, they may run up to 
Dublin.

• Suppofe one o f  thefe two piers built in the bay 
o f  Dublin, in almoft the only places they could 
be ever o f  any ufe, one a little eaft o f  Dunleary 
(from whence, fome time ago, a canal for (hip­
ping, which never would be uled, if  made, and 
which would be always a nuifance, to the docks 
between Dublin and Ringfend, was thought of, 
the coil o f  which alone, exclu five of its port», 
w as efiimated at about £.400,000)-*—the- other pier 
at Sandycove, about one mile and* a half eaft o f  
Dunleary ; either o f  which would coft a great 
fum o f  money, as they muil, to be of ufe again ft 
■ih ip wrecks, have fifteen feet water within t h e n v  
at-low water fpring tide.

There is a fand bank, called the Kifh ,  about' 
f ix miles long, lying fouth-eaft o f  Dublin Bay, • 
which ihips cannot pafs over, except fix hours 
every twelve, that is> when the tkle is at leaft half 
in, and that in moderate weather : This  bank 
would prevent ihips, to the eaft o f  it, from com­
ing to a pier either at Dunleary or Sandy-cover at 
jeaft fix hours every twelve. I f  they happened 
indeed to be, at the time o f  the ftorms commenc­
ing, at the north eaft o f  the bay, then they might 
get on to either o f  thefe piers and get Ihelter : but 
to a fliip in this exa6t fituation, Howth-town har­
bour can be much eaiier come at, and is clofe by* 
when either one or the other o f  thefe two piers 
would bs about nine miles off.

I t
* ■ - ✓
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It appears', in confecjucnce o f  the K ifh -b an k,  

that it would be attended with difficulty and delay, 
to a ihip bound to Dublin, to go to either o f  theie 
piers at any time ; and for a ihip to get eafily 
from either o f  thole piers, flie m u d  have a wind 
from the land, for the Kith-bank is eaileily o f  her 
here, and ihe is about one mile and a half  out o f  
the line o f  the current o f  the tide, w hich  flow6 
from the fouth channel up to Dublin.

A s  to a pier in D a lk ey  Sound, or a wall from 
D a lk ey  Iiland northward to Lamb Iiland, to break 
o f f  the eaft fea from w aihing  into the middle o f  
the Sound, either one or the other o f  them would 
c o i l  a great fum o f  money ; neither o f  them 
would be worth five pounds a year to the iliip- 
ping, nor even to the few  open boats kept near it, 
at Bullock. N o  fliip ever goes, or ever will go, 
into this found, on account o f  the Kii l l-bank i ix  
miles eaft-fou eail o f  it, the great current in it, 
the very dangerous rock near the middle o f  it, the 
want o f  anchorage in it, the want o f  ihelter, 
which no pier or piers could give it, and its dan­
gerous rocky coait.

rl  he mail packet-boats, not being able to make 
D ublin  in confequence o f  the. wind blowing 
againft them, from the weihvard, w hich  it does 
two-thirds o f  the year, and not able to make 
D u b lin  except when the tide is at leaft half in, 
w âit commonly, i f  the tide ebbs, above one mile 
o i f  Dunleary, but never go to it, though they 
fometimes might eafily ; for i f  they did go to ir, 
they would be above one mile beyond the line o f  
this current of the tide, which flows from the 
fouth channel to Dublin, and flowing drives them 
to their ftation, the pigeon-houfe. Ships cannot 
eafily get out from Dunleary, except when it

blows
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blows from the land, or' when towed out, back tô 
this currents

H ow ever  Dunleary fhould have a good piei* 
more eaftwardly than it has, into deeper water, 
as it is the only place at the fouth fide o f  the bay, 
where a pier could be of any life for the fhipping 
and as fhips go there with coal for the neighbour­
hood, and fome fifiling-boats1 are Rationed there. .» 
It a fhip is much embayed and that it blows a 
ftorrn from the eaft ward, and*that (he has not w a ­
ter fufficient to enable her to crofs- the bar, D u n ­
leary is the only place (he could ihelter at or gô 
to, being the moft to leeward. -

O n  the north fide o f  the bay, there cannot be 
piei, by reafon of the North Bull fand and D u b - ’ 
iin-bar, through neither o f  which a Ibip-paflage * 
can be cut, or if cur, could not be maintained, a s r 
the land would foon rife again tô its natural levcK 
1 he North Bull fand, after fpreading from the eaft 
o f  the north'Liffey wall to Howth-hill ,  forms a 
peniniula, about one mile and a h a l f  long, run­
ning iou-w-eft to a point near the South Buoy', 
about half a mile fou-lou-eaft o f  the light-houfe# 
-The channel of the r iver Liffey Sfter running eaft 

from Dublin and paffing the light-houfè, meets the 
peninluia o f  the North Bull,, eaft o f  it, w hich  
forces it to the fouth for upwards o f  half  a mile 
and then o f f  into the deep fea-water at the eaft.—-  
*1 his channel, in its fouth courfe, has only, at low  
water, about nine ieet water, though for about \ 
one mile weft o f  the light-houfe, it has about two 
fathoms, or twelve feet water; this ihaliow o f  nine 
feet water only, in the bed of the river is its bar. 
l ivery river almoft, by nature, has, and muft have, 
its bar or ihaliow at its mouth, i f  expofed to the 
flow oi the Sea, for the flowing tide-water ftrikes

againft-
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«garnit a portion o f  fand, at the river’s mouth, 
and the river-water flowing ftrikes againft an op- 
pofite fide of the fame portion o f  fand, fo between 
thofe two oppofite, contrary a&ions a fliallow or 
bar is formed.

T h e  fand, brought into the bay by the flood- 
tide and returned from the weft o f  the bay bv the 
ebb-tide, is not the caufe o f  the bar o f  the North 
Bull, nor the caufe o f  the bar in the bed o f  the 
river Liffey  ; what has juft been mentioned is the 
caufe o f  the bar in the bed o f  the Liffey. T h e  
har o f  th« N orth  Bull, w hich  forms part o f  this 
inclined plane to the bottom o f  the bed o f  the 
River-bar, is only the fou-weft end o f  the North 
Bull, and formed a fhaped probably by the flow 
and ebb o f  the tide only. T h e  river Liffey, i f  the 
prefent bar o f  it was removed, mull pofitivelv, by 
nature, have another bar or ibaUow inftead o f  ir, 
and no refervoir or refervoirs, weft o f  the light* 
houfe, could poflibly be o f  ufe, either for fcour- 
ing or deepening the channel o f  thç river Liffey.

Every river has its banks from its fource to the 
,iea , thefe banks dire&, twine, and confine its 
.courfe. T h i s  peninfila o f  the North Bull is for 
near a mile, the eaft bank o f  the river Liffey, and 
the South Bull, for near the fame diftance, is the 
weft  bank. C u t ,  i f  poflible, a channel for the 
river ftraight out eaft, through thepeninfila o f  the 
N o rth  Bull into the deep water and clofe up the 
natural fouth channel,— T h e  fame caufe muft pro­

d u c e  the fame effeft,  and a new bar muft be 
formed at the jundtion o f  the river and great fea- 
tide. Suppofe this artificial channel cut through 
the North Bull, three feet deep, as deep as the 
natural channel, which is impoflible ; but fuppofe 
this artificial channel made, and the natural fouth

channel
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qiannel topped up, b y  continuing, i f  pofilble,- 
the fouth wall out eaft, over the North Bull. T h is  
removal o f  the channel, more to the north, would 
be a very great injury to the (hipping, as it. would 
prevent them from coming ftraight into the riv^r 
from the gredt anchorage o f f  Durtlçary, where 
they lie waiting for the flow-tide to drive them in­
to the river. I f  this artificial channel was the< 
only one, the fliips bound in and at anchor o ff  
Du'nleary, m ud tack to the eaft for two miles, and 
then.fuddenly due weft, up the iiver.

T h is  would always caufe great delay to them,; 
and, in cafe o f  ftrong eafterly wind, be impofiible 
for them to do. Befules, this artificial channel 
never could be kept fo deep as the natural one, fo 
w e  iliould have a bad and. frequently very incon­
venient channel fubftituted for the prefent conveni­
ent one. T h is  peninfula o f  the North Bull, which 
is a bar between the due eaft fea and «Dublin, has 
only one fathom water over it at low  water, .fo 
that fhips drawing twelve feet water cannot come 
up to the light-houfe from the due eaft except the 
tide-water is at leaft half  in. .Keeping the .chan­
nel, and coming up from the fou-eaft, .they may 
get to the light houfe at leaft an hour .foonei\than: 
over this peninfula. T h is  peninfula thus blocking 
or baring up the ftraight entrance from the due 
eaft lea for -fix hours in everv twelve, is certainly 
a great hurt to the trade o f  Dublin. T h is  penin- 
fula is about three quarters o f  a mile broad, from 
weft  to eaft, and near a mile long to the fou-weft, 
and is almofl flat and.very hard. Part o f  it might, 
at low water, vpoffibly be dredged and worked 
down one foot ; but to maintain this one foot ad­
ditional depth, dredging all the year through would 
be neccffary. T h is  dredging would be attended

with
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“with great expenfe, would be very tedious, very 
-dangerous to the men employed at it, and would 
greatly impede the trading veflels in their courfe 
from and to Dublin, and no advantage would be 
derived from it to the (hipping, except that they 
might go up towards the Pigeon-houfe, from the 
due eaft, perhaps a quarter .o f  an hour fooner 
than they do at prefent, for as to their going out 

-from Dublin or the Pigeon-houfe, that muft al­
w a y s  be with the firft of the ebb. For every inch 
of water that ihould, by dredging, be gained on 
this pen inful a o f  the North Bull, the natural chan­
nel of t̂he river, which is fou-weft o f  it, would 
become fo much the (hallo wer- T h is  natural 
.channel is preferved by the river-water running 
down in it, particularly when it has great pow er,  
/or the two laft hours o f  the fea-ebb. In propor­
tion as you diveit or fpread this run o f  the river, 
b y  drawing it over the peninfula o f  the N orth  
Bull,  you muft lofe depth o f  water over the river- 
bar. So that lowering the bar o f  the North Bull 
is raifing the bar o f  the river, and confequentlÿ 
(hallowing the water over it ; and (hips coming 
in- early ou the flow-tide, or going out late on the 
ebb, a lw ays  run in this natural river-channel.—  
T h e r e  is two feet more water n ow  in the natural 
channel o f  the river, foureaft o f  the Light-houfe, 

.than could be had in an artificial one, by dredg­
ing or working, ftraight out, due eaft, over the 
N orth  Bull peninfula.

Rivers o w e  their depth, in a great meafure, to 
their bauks ; take a w a y  the bank and die river 
fpreads and confequentlÿ its depth is loft:  take 

•away the (hallows or bars -in the bed o f  a river# 
*bove the influence o f  .the tide water, and you 
piefentljf drain it* T h e  river Dodder carries a

'B great
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great deal o f  gravel and fand down into the river 
L iffey ,  and depoiites it againft the Liffey ’s North 
W a l l  oppofite. T h is  fluff, before the building o f  
the North W a ll ,  was carried o f f  to the North 
Bull, and from that, by the ebb-tide, out to fea. 
T h is  artificial bank is frequently dredged, and by 
that means the river here is kept at its natural 
depth. . G  lofe to the eaft o f  this, oppofite Ringf- 
end watch-houfe, the river has b e e n  dredged, for 
hallaft, about 80 years paft, ftill the water here 
is no deeper than it was before the dredging began. 
A  man may w alk  acrofs the river here, at low 
-water ; the water and mud will only come up to 
about his knçes. A s  there is, and always mufl 
be a want o f  water for the (hipping above the 
«bars, the removal o f  them, which is impoffible, 
would be attended with n o . advantage, except to 
enable (hips, an hour and an half iooner than 
they do, to come up as far only as between the 
-Light-houfe and the Pigeon-houfe. N o  perma­
nent depth o f  water, for (hipping, ever was ob­
tained, any where, below the lo w  water-mark 
and natural level o f  the fand, wherç the fea anti 
tide had full power ; therefore it is vain to expe6t 
any additional confequential depth o f  water on the 
peninfula or,.bar, as fome call it, of the North 
Bull as long as it ihall be fubjedt to a fimilar irj- 
ilucnce from the fea-tide.

T h e  rivcr-water, after paffing the Light-houfe, 
n o w  confined in its channel by its bank, the pen­
infula o f  the North Bull, has full power o f  main­
taining its channel at its .prêtent original depth, 
about tw o hours, the firft o f  the flovv-tide, and 
tw o hours the laft o f  the ebb ; this power is the 
caufe and prefervation o f  the channel, where it 
p o w  is. * . .

U A  wall,



A  wall, if  poflible, from the fou-weil point o f  
this pcninfula to the land northward, would he 
more likely to cauic a foot more water on the bar 
in the bed o f  the liver, than the greateft quantity 
o f  water, that could poflibly be let down trom any 
refervotrs, which might he made weft ot the 
Pigoon-lwufc, to fcour and deepen the channel, 
for, bv this wall, the flow and ebb o f  the fea o f  the 
harbour mufti run with a very ftrong current, being 
confined to the a&u>l channel o f  the nver Ut alt 
times o f  tide. T h is  again would be very bad, as 
it would caufe a difficulty, very often, ot coming 
in and going out for the' (hipping by the channel 
from the fou-eaft, and prevent them totally from 
coming in from, and going out to, the due eaft, *'* 
they do when the tide-water is at leaft halt up. 
T h i s  wall would run from the north (hore to near 
the South Buoy o f  the North Bull bar, coute- 
uuenily it would Confina the (hipping going out 
or in, to the river channel, which runs due fouth 
fîirtn the Light-houfe for above halt a mite. 
T h is  wall woiikl be a tec-wall, to the (hipping, 
for above half  a mile, two-thirds o f  the year, as 
tfee wind blows fome point from the weftward 
two-thirds o f  the year. Ships could fcarcely be 
ih a more dangerous lituation than they would De 
in very frequently in this channel, thus walled in
from the eul\.

T h i s  wall would be three miles long, could not
be built, except at an immenfe expente, and could 
not probably be maintained in tuch a n  expoiure, 
i f  built. Suppofe it built  ; it is impoffible but it 
mull either toon fink »n‘difappear, that part ot it 
built north o f  this peninfula, in tlve morals, or be 
completely covered b y  the land, b r o u g h t  into the 
bay by the tide from the f o u t h  ward, t h e  fe n d  

1 1 ]3 2 lUS
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l a s  accumulated and rifen againft the fouth fide
ot the fouth wall, fince its being finilhed, about 
twenty years, fixteen feet, as high as it can go,

fo u th  ™ ft  3  y  3nd d a ‘ Iy in c r e a f in Ê b a n k  t0  th e

A  wall, from the north fide o f  the bay to the 
river in whatever courfe it might get, would be 
much more likely to accumulate the fand than the 
fouth wall, as it would be direÛly oppofite to the 
co m '^jçmtKle, which brings in the fand, and is 
liieltered fiom the cart wind by H o w th  hill.

i  his wall would, indeed, flicker about a mile

eaft no r ? T r « W • Jn L iS ht-ho^  from the 
ealt-north-eaft wind ; but no wind is bad or dan-

ftn r°m S i hai bou.r . or bay except a fouth-eaft 
itorm, which may drive veffels on the north Bull,

h t Î  t?Kanf eaft-north-eaft w ind, as there is very 
ttle depth o f  water, and fhelter from Howth-hill

bad arrV?0r rC0aft,0f  the ba}VÍn this diredion, no
from A 1  ? ly r eP ha^ ens to the dipping
f .om  fuch a wind. A: wall from this poi.it, or
an inclofure of any kind at it, would almoft block.
u p h e i n g r e f s  and egrefs, for veffds at the mouth

r  bai.borur> « is only for three hour, n o w ,

and f o f f h  i? tlde’ that they can c °me in, and foi three hours at the firft of the ebb, that

at L Can 1 °  ° Ut’  ° r they have not water fufficient 
at any other time to enable them to crofs this

a n d " ! ?  tb °/  a 01 V °-g °  UP ° r d 0 w n  th e  r iv e 1 ’ and i f  the wind is fair, it is always over this,
pemnfuia that they pafs-

A n y  wall from the north fide o f  the bay, eaft.

inu ftft !  í  I i r t°  river Channel, Spit-Buoy,

S o n .  1 Bul‘ open for tQ

"I his wall would not prevent a fingle a fingla

flljp-
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ih ip-w reck on any part o f  the north Bull ; nor 
could an harbour or light-houfe, at the fouth-eaft 
end o f  it, he o f  the final left ufe. N o  veiTeî has 
any hufinefs to ftay near it, except fometimea 
waiting for water, where they have very conve­
nient, good anchorage in the river, and /helter 
againft the fouth eaft and fouth weft ftorm, from 
the fouth wall.  T  his wall would be the greateft 
reccptacle o f  fand that could be introduced he re* 
and un accumulation o f  fand would immediately, 
on its being finiihed, enfue, and foon exclude the 
fea altogether from the whole o f  the north Bull* 
that is, from Howth-hill  to the north wall, oppo- 
flte Ring fend, and after that continually drive the 
channel o f  the river more and more foutherlv.—  
A nd  it this wall lafted thirty years* there would 
be no main fea nigher to Dublin than the eaft bank 
o f  the north Bull-bar, that is above a mile and 
h a lf  eaft o f  the fight-honfe. It may be faid, that 
the exc lu fion o f  the fea altogether from the 
north Bull would be for the better ; fo it would 
except for the reafons juft mentioned and that it 
would prevent the fmall craft from tacking in or 
out over ir, reduce the navigation to the river 
channel only, down, the whole w a y ,  to above half a 
mile beyond and fouth o f  the light houfe, by keep­
ing o t f  the main tea to the fame place and diftance. 
T h e  fand, which n o w  is drove, by- the tide, on 
the north Bull and harbour, is again, as from the 
earlieft time, drove back again to the eaft ward, 
by the ebb-tide and by the Liffey, Dodder and 
•Ballybough rivers ; this united power is ftronger 
than that o f  the flow-tides fo the original depth 
o f  water in the harbour and on the north Bull is 
mamtained; except rliat the foutb wall  may, by

B  3  iheher*,
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ili el ter, have rifen the weft part o f  the north Butt 
a little.

But a wall,  from the north o f  the bay to the 
channel* would prevent any fand, brought againft 
this wall, from, never going o f f  again, as long as 
this wall continued.

N o  wall caft o f  the eaft end o f  the prefent 
north wall, and at the north fide o f  the rive? 
Liffey,- whether run eaft, as a continuation o f  the 
north walU or run from the north fliore or neas 
the north iliore, to the Spit-Buoy, which is a little 
north o f  the light-houfe, or from the north ihore 
to the fouth-weft point o f  the north Bull-bar could 
poffibly be o f  ufe either to íhelter, direót or deepen 
the river. Such a wall would prevent the fmalldt 
craft, bound in and out, to extend their tacks, 
over the fand towards Clontarf and over the north 
Bull,  which is neceffary for them to do in cafe o f  
contrary winds; fo it would be a great injury to 
the trade and to Dublin.

T h e  river from the Pigeon-houfe to the Light- 
houfe is three feet, by nature, deeper than it is, or 
ever will be, at its mouth and bar, fouth-fouth-eaft 
o f  the Light-houfe, therefore it is as deep as it 
ought to be. A n d  as to a refervoir, caufed by 
darning up the river Liffey, oppofite Ringfend, to 
fcour out the channel o f  the river, fu c h a  refervoir 
would always be a nuifance, impede at all times, 
more or lcfs the paffage o f  veffels up* and down 
the river, flood a confiderable part of the city, 
caufe a damp in m od o f  it, keep the fewers almoft 
always clofed up, and confequentlÿ caufe horrid 
flench, fevers and the plague in the city..

In fhort, neither the harbour or bay o f  Dublin 
are capable o f  further improvement for the fafety 
©r convenience o f  the fhipping, ex cep ta  little eaft

o f
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o f  Dunleary Pier, where there iliouhl be a rood 
Pier.

Since neither Dublin bay nor Dublin harbour 
can offer, at all times, a feoure retreat for {hips in, 
or eaft o f  the bay, in florms, w e  are truly fortu­
nate in having clofe to the bay anti in the m od con­
venient fituation, the bed fmall haibour on tho 
Jnlli co a d ,  viz. H o w th  to w n e a d  harbour, want­
ing little elfe but a fhort pier eafl o f  it, witli 
fifteen feet water a lw ays within it, and which 
would cod  not much more than twenty thoufand' 
pounds.- . % .

I  his harbour could eafily be reforted'to in all 
winds and at all {bates o f  the tide by (hips o f  all 
fizes, in cale o f  their meeting with a ftorm off  
D ublin bay. T h u s  (h ip w reck s  in Dublin bay 
would,, in a-great meafure, be prevented.

It is aftonilhing, that the eaft,harbour o f  H ow th- 
town has not been the place for the fhippi-ng o f  the 
D ublin  mail* for London ever- fin ce the firft con­
n e x io n  o f  England with Ireland,, as it is always 
eafy to fail into it or from it, and as it is ten miles
nigher to-Holyhead.than Dublin isfc. T h e  Dublin
mail would, fiom H ow di-tow n, generally arrive 
one day fooner in London than it does at prefent, 
and the London mail, to H o w th -to w n ,  generally 
one day- fooner in Dublin than it does at prefent.

T h is  mail would go by Holyhead and by the 
new- W  elih Capel Cerig  road, Shrewfbury, Bir­
mingham and Coventry, viz. fourteen miles the 
ihorteft road to London, and twenty miles lefsthan 
this mail goes-at prefent.

It is alfo aftoniihing, that this propofed pier, 
eaft o f  the eaft harbour o f  H ow th-tow n,.  has not 
long fince been provided, for the accommodation 
o f  the fiihermçn, w h o  fupply Dublin m arket.—

; * I f
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I f  this-pier was built, Dublin would immediately- 
become'as good and cheap a fifhmarkeî as any 
in  Europe. T h is  pier and harbour would more­
over be o f  very great value for convoys and leve- 
eue: cutters, .

kyf. r\n«..r/\n lio/1 K irYtoll D A IV S O N .

P L A N  o f  W ork to be Executed at H oaX'th f o r
the complete Accommodation o f  the D ublin  Adail- 

fro m  and to Lofidon*'.

A l l ,  that is neceffkry for ftrengthening H ow th- 
hill, which refembles, iiymany refpeóls, Gibraltar, 
as a (mall military poft, for the iecurity o f  his 
majefty’s mail, is, that it ihould have a fmali 
battery and fmall barrack clofe eaft o f  the Danifh 
tort at B o w th -to w n ,  juft above the propofed quay,- 
to command the harbour, which muft have a pier, 
eaft o f  it> for landing and embarking at, having 
fifteen feet water alwayswithiti  it.»— T h a t  it íhould 
have an éaft and weft fquare fignal tower with 
due fouth, north e a ft and weft iides and having 
their weft fide built the ftrongeft and grouted, the 
eaft tower fifty yards high. And that it fhould 
be made an iflánd and have a fort with a depofitory, 
where there is freih water, at the Q u a rry ,  half 
w a y  between M owth-iown and BeWoyle, viz. one 
mile from each place, to command the gate going 
Into and out of Hcwth-hill ,  and the ditch or foffe, 
to be made from fèa fo feá. rl  he fea, at high 
water, would run through this' foffe, about one 

‘ znilelong, from Betdoyte channel to Sutton C reek

D u b l i n ,  
if t  M ay> 1^05.

channel,



channel, and the water woutd be kept un-in if Sv

; ; ; r x °  X h t e**i f ^ ° , groumi c ° u,d«ms ton, which fhould be large enough to arrnm

c e m e tfrom°Dribírdb,e force’ which mightcom e from Dublin or England : Livemool is 1

D ublm , would be the flation for the mail-coach 
hoife-guard, which would have occalion to.ride 
with the coach all the w a y  only between Dublin

'  hafh : n S irom this fort to Howth-town
harbour would be in- the ifland o f  H ow th, confe- 
quently all would be fafe. T h e  mail coaeh will

feven t0r n t0 the püil- üffice'in Dub!inkleven miles, in one hour, when the road,- about a
mile long, (hall be made for it ftraight from- K il-  

town ™ K  011 the Strand'  t0 Kaheily-

H o w th  hiir could, not Bp fortified, with cannon
along the fea-fide, clofe to the water, as Gibraltar

£ f peXd T at ai> Ímr nfe a ‘Kl ufelefs expence, nor 
defended except with an nnmenle body o f  m en__
Oibialrar is fortified to prevent the enemy from
g e t t .n g  into it ; but what is here propofed  for

from rr- ^ exccuted> prevent the enemy

in JM r a n VC ratt^ y ’  fur e and fort are alluded to 
k V n j  A  Publication  with his map o f  

Howth-hill ,  dated January 1803. P
A  very important f a d  feems to have efcapeci 

cen e ' T f ' t l '  l lknd ° f  A n g Iefea is the
centre o f  the population, and o f  the kingdom o f  
G reat Britain and Ireland, i f  that fmall angle o f  
Scotland, north o f  Murray Firth, is excluded__

i owíh 'L Y V  mJk$ fail fr0,U tl,is ce” tre> ^>'1U o w th -to w n  only filcy. B erw ick -o n -T w eed ,

which
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winch Kg» between Scotland and the county o f  
Northumberland, in England, is about fifteen miles 
further from London than Dublin is.

I f  this pier, at the eaft o f  H owth-town, w as 
executed, the fifherv from it would.be move lucra­
tive and ufeful than that from the Ifle o f  Man, 
a»id ihipwrecks in Dublin-bayv as much as poffible, 
prevented.

I f  the mail packet-boat failed from Holyhead* 
to Howth-town and back,, inilead o f  from H oly­
head to Dublin and back, would lave twelve 
hours at fea in every twenty, four live now pafles 
there. I f  the London mail come to Dublin thro 
Coventry, Birmingham? Shrewfbury, Capel C e n g  
new WeWh road,- Holyhead and Howth-town, in»- 
ftead o f  coming, as it does, it would be geneially 
one day lconer in Dublin than it is at pi t ient,, and 
the Dublin mail one day fooner in London than
it is at prefent.'

T h e  above road avoids Conw ay-ferry,  is twenty 
miles i t  or ter than that, which this mail goes at* 
present from London to Holyhead, and fourteen 
miles the fhorteil road from London to H oly  heady 
and as flat and eafy a road as any in Gioat Britain-,'
for fuch a diitan.ee.. rr_.r „  r

W u . D A W S O N *

D u e  BLN, Juney 1804.
■ --------***

T h e  Legiflativ-ç Union o f  Great Britain and 
Ireland impel ioufly calls for the ai deviation, as 
much as pof&ble, o f  the delay and difficulty the fea 
between them caufes to the intercourle Ot their 
inhabitants. W hen the mail packet-boats fhali 
be ftationed at H o w th -to w n , this delay and diffi­
culty will be moftly removed.

It Dublin fhould be ferioufly threatened by an
enemy

[ 21 ]
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enemy from the interior, w e  fhould have this fofle, 
and its temporary fort, near Howth-hill,  made in 
three days, as it would make Howth-hill a fecure 
rallying place, and as it is the only place to which 

, reinforcements to our army could come immedi­
ately to, from England, through Liverpool.

N o  fituation in Ireland could poflibly be found 
.to compare with Howth-hill  for ftrength, conve­
nience and importance, as a military poft, in every 
rcfpeóh T h e  particular plan o f  fort, for this 
iingular fituation, muit come from one converfant 

.in w orks o f  the kind
T o  fum up the whole matter— W h e n  there /hall 

be at the. eaft o f  H ow th-tow n, a complete, fine, 
rfmall harbour, having a fmall battery clofe weft o f  
.it— and a fort, having a foiTe from fea to fea, half 
w a y  between H ow th-tow n and Beldoyle— and an 

.eaft and weft fquare fignal tower on ’Howth-hill ,  
—  and ajfo a good pier built a little eaft o f  D u n -  

Jeary pier, into deep water—— then every neceflary 
defirable w o r k  «for the fafety and convenience o f  

•the (hipping in the harbour and bay o f  Dublin, 
and adjoining to the bay, will have been accom­
pli (lied.

H m. D A IY S O N .
D u b l i n ,  i j i  J lfa y , 1 8 0 5 ,

F I N I S .


