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HIS MAJESTY'S MAIL PACKET-BOATS, MERCHANTS
SHIPS, IN CASE OF STORM,

AND
FISHING VESSELS TO SUPPLY DUBLIN MARKET

With Remarks on all the Plans for thg-,l'mprmc-
ment of the Harbour or Bay of Dublin for the
Shipping : No Plan foreither of thefe Purpofes

- having been fully recommended or approved of
as likely, if excLuted to impyove cither of them:

AND SHEWING,
That neither the Harbour or Bay ‘of Dublin are
capable of further Improvement for the Safety

or Convenience of the Shipping, excepr a little
Eaft of Dunleary Pier, where there thould be a

goud Pier.
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PLAN

FOR A COMPLETE HARBOUR AT

HOWTH-TOWN, &

THE orng;nal plan for the mail packet-boats
failing from a pier, to be built at the eaft of
Howth town, was by M Dawfon in February
1801, and was printed and given out in May fol-
lowmg, under 1he title of ¢ 'he Mail from Lon-~
don in Dublin, in the fhorteft poffible Time.”

Its contents are in the followmg paper, which
was printed and given out :

The Mail from London in Dublin in t&eﬂartqﬂ
. foffible Time! and the Mail from Dublin in
London in the flortefi poffible Time !

A Praw mentioned Dalkey Sound as a proper
place for the mail packet-boats to fail from and to,
inftead of Dublin. Dalkey Sound would not an-
fwer for this purpofe, as it is three miles fouth-eaft
of Dublm, and as far from Holyhead harbour as
Dublin is; it is, befides, feven miles from Dublin,
by land, to the common by it; and this Sound is
ﬂvqucntly very dangerous, on account of its deep
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%rcat current, and its being firaight open to the-

outh and north, and having a very dangerous
rock in the middle of it. :
Morcover, off Dalkey, €aft [fix miles, is the
Kith-bank, fivé miles lomg, tunning fouth to
near Bray-bank, two miles long, running to near
Codling-bank, four miles long, running eafterly,
and lying between Bray and Wicklow. - The two
firft- banks have only from one to three fathoms
water over them at low tide, and Cadling-bank
not fo muchs . o 0 s
However, if it fhould be required, that the
Dublin mail fhall fail from Ireland at a given hour,
eight o’clock in thie evening,-thus putting a ftop to
the mail waiting in Dublin, as it does at prefent,
from half paft {ix o’clock in the evening to, fre-
quently, half paft fix next morning, for the high
tide, and that it might arrive at Holyhead" before
twelve o’clock at noon mext day, when the mail
-€oach muft, at the latef}, fet off for Londen, ( g0=
mg the thorteft road by about thirteen miles, the
new Welch road by Capel Cerig, and through
Shrew{bury, Birmingham, and Coventry), let it
fail from and to the dheltered ealt harbour of
Howth town.  This harbour muft have a very
fhort pier (for if it was a long one, it would
greatly impede the going out and coming in of vef-
tels, and be ufelefs for fhelter, as all the veffels
will lie with their heads, fouth, to the thore) built
eaft of it, running north with a turn, at the end of
it, to the weft ; it moft have a wall from Howth-
hill, on the rocks, which are dry about half tide,
gnd an open piling from this wall to Carline-rock ;
thele rocks are weft and north-weft of this pro-
ofed pier ; and it muft alfo have an open piling
rom Irelands’ Eye, to inclofe with if Thullocﬁ
‘ ' an
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and Rellick Rock &y at low water, fouth of ity
and the fand with fonte funken rocks, weft of thefe
rocks.

[relands’ Eye and this inclofare would give coms
plete thelter to the chief part of Howth Sound
from the eaft and north-eaft winds ; and Irelands’
Eye having very deep water round it (except
- north-weft of it, where the water is only about

twelve feet deep at low water, fufficiently deep for
the mail packet-boats), wili afford good fheleer to
thips, which may feek for it there, againft all
winds. Howth Sound and this propofed harbour
have excellent anchorage., There is a conftant
ample {upply of excellent frefh water running
almoft clofe to this' propofed pier; _

When the mail packet-boats (hall ule this har-
bour, they will frequently crofs the channel in fix
hours: they will lic always afloat, and will fuffer
o delay from tide, bar; rock; or fand-bank, and
will befides have a"fhot:out from this propofed
pier, which will enable them, even in the moft
contrary winds, to go off to fea. |

Howth-town harbour is ten miles nigher to Ho-
lyhead” harbour than Dalkey Sound is, and has
much more favourable winds for thips to and from
it, and is befides as near. to Dublin as Dalkey
Sound is. " g ‘

Thus the traveHer; with the mail- from Dublin
to6 London, by going feven miles by land, will fave
ten miles by fea, generally’ the moft tedious and
difagreeable miles of the voyage to Holyhead,
avoid Dublin Bar, and fail ouly fifty inftead of
fixty ‘milés.
 Howth-hill is in about a ftraight line eaft from
College green, Dublin, to the entrance into Holy-
bead Bay. Howtk:-town-mount, the Danifh fort,
S A 3 commands
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eommands - completely this harbour; both at fea
and land fides; fo that it might be eafrly guarded
againft an enemy’s fhip ; and perhaps no part of
the coaft of Ireland could be fo eafily, or at {o
trifling an expenle, guarded againft an enemy as
this harbour and Howth-hill. Howth-hill could,
at a fmall expenfe, be infulated. In cafe of war
particularly this harbour would be extremely valu-
able for the mail packet-boats. Its fituation, with
refpect to Great Britain, refembles Dover, in Eng+
land, with refpect to the Continent of Europe ;
but Howth-town barbour is in a fheltered bay,
and Dover harbour on an expofed {traight coatt,
"The Irifh mail often meets with as much delay be-
tween Dublin and Holyhead, as the mail from
London would to the Continent, if it failed down
the river Thames to it, inftead of failing, as it
does, from Dover to it,

This propofed harbour will have fifieen feet
water within its pier at low water, at {pring tides,
and will be juflt by the {hip-courfe from Dublin to
Belfalt, north of Europe, Scotland, Ifle of Man,
Whitehaven, and Liverpool. ~Merchant fthips,
alfo, for Dublin, from the fouthward, could, in
cafe of not being able to make Dublin, fhelter
here.—It is well known, that thefe thips, in order
to avoid the chain of fand-banks, along by the
fhores of Wexford, Wicklow, and Dublin, and
the Kifh-bank eaft and fouth-eaft of Dublin har-
bour, run in about mid-channel, and make near
Howth-hill coming to Dublin. . Dublin market
would be, probably, as well again fupplied with -
fith as it is now, if this harbour was made com-
plete.  "There are great loofe ftones in abundance
about this ftation, proper for building this pier and
wall with.

The
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The prefent light-houfe on Howth-hill would

anfwer very well for this propofed harbour, which
will require alfo a fmall lantern on its pier head. .

The road from Dublin to Howth is in the pro-
per line, except from Raheny town to Kilbarrick
ruined church, on the ftrand, where it muft run
in a {traight line from the one place to the other.

The neceflary expenfe of ereCling this pier,
wall, and two pilings, which would anfwer here
better than wall, will be about twenty thoufand
pounds.— This fum will make it a complete har-
bour, of ineftimable value for the ‘mail -packet-
boats, the merchant fhip in a ftorm, and for the
fithing boats, which fupply Dublin market.

At Holyhead, a fmall pier/running eaft, on the
rocks, from the ifland is very much wanted for the
mail packet-boats to lie afloat at, and to enable
them to lie out {o far from the fhore, that they
could always in a contrary wind, fhoot out to fea.

Dublin, Feb. 1803. Wu, DAWWVSON.

Prevention of Shippwrecks 1u Dublin Bay : with
Remarks on all the Plans for the Impirovement
of the Harbour or Bay of Dublin for the Shifi-

fung.

THE propofed pier, at the eaft fide of the eaft
harbour of Howth-town, which fooner or later
muft be built, will be the greateft prefervative
againft {hipwrecks in Dublin Bay, that can pofli-
bly be adopted. - |

Thefe thipwrecks almoft all happen when it
blows a ftorm from the fouth-caft. Ships thus
wrecked are moftly bound to Dublin, fomc]to

other
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other places and taken by the ftorm in the channel,
eafl of the bay. The cafe is, that there is no fafe
ptace for {hips to refort to in the bay ‘of Dublin,
i cafe of {lorm from the eaftward ; when ‘the
tide is more than half in, they may rumrup to
Dublin. |

- Suppofe one of thefe two piers built in the bay
of Dublin, in almoft the only places they could
be ever of any ufe, one a little eaft'of Dunleary
(from whence, fome time ago, a canal for fhip-
ping, which never would be ufed, if made, and
which would be always a nuifance, to the docks
between Dublin and Ringfend, was thought of;
the coft of which' alone, exclufive of its port,
was eftimated at ahout £ .400,000)<—the other pier:
at Sandycove, about one mile and a half ealt of
Dunleary ; either of which would coft a great
fum of money, as they muft, to be of ufe againft
thipwrecks, have fifteen feet water within them, .
at.low waler {pring tide. |

" There is a fand bank, called the Kifh, about*
fix miles long, lying fouth-eaft of Dublin Bay,.
which fhips cannot pafs over, except fix hours:
every twelve, thatis; when the tide is at leaft half
in, and that in moderate weather: This bank.
would prevent fhips, to the eaft of it, from cam-
ing to a pier either at Dunleary or Sandy-ceve, at:
lealt fix hours every twelve. If they happened:
indeed to be, at the time of the ftorms' commenc-
ing, at the north eaft of the bay, then they might
get on toeither of thefe piers-and get fhelter: but
to a:.fhip in this exalt fituation, Howth-town har-
bour can be much eafier come aty and is clofe by
when either one or the other of thefe two piers
would bs about nine miles off,
k.

4
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It appears; in confequence of the Kith-bank,
that it would be attended with difficulty and delay,
to a fhip bound to Dublin, to go to either of thele
piers at any time; and for a fhip to get eafily
from either of thole piers, the muft have a wind
from the land, for the Kith-bank is eafleily of her -
here, and fhe is about one mile and a halt out of
the line of the current of the tide, which flows
from the fouth channel up to Dublin.

As to a pier in Dalkey Sound, or a wall from
Dalkey Ifland northward to Lamb Ifland, to break
off the eaft fea from wathing into the middle of
the Sound, either one or the otherof them would
coft a great fum of money; mneither of them
would be worth five pounds a year to the thip-
ping, nor even to the few open boats kept near it,
at Bullock. No fhip ever goes, or ever will go,
mto this found, on account of the Kith-bank fix
miles caft-fou eaft of it, the great current in ir,
the very dangsrous rock near the middle of it, the
want of anchorage.n it, the want of fhelter,
which no pier or piers could give it, and its dan~
gerous rocky coaft.

‘The mail packet-boats, not being able to make
Dublin in confequence of the. wind blowing
againft them, from the weftward, which it does
two-thirds of the year, and not able to make
Dublin except when the tide is at leaft half in,
wait commonly, if the tide ebbs, above one mile
off Dunleary, but never go to it, though they
fometimes might eafily ; for if they did go to i,
they would be above one mile beyond the line of
this current of the tide, which flows from the
fouth channel to Dublin, and flowing drives them
to their (tation, the pigeon-houfe. Ships cannot
calily - get out from Dunleary, except when it

e blows
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blows from the land; or when towed'out, back ta

this current, ' NERW TN

However Dunleary fhould have a good piet
more eaftwardly than it has, into deeper water,
as it is the only place at the fouth fide of the bay,

. wherea pier could be of any ufe for the fhipping
and as fhips go there with coal for the neighbour-
$ood, and fome fithing-boats' are fationed there.
If a fhip is much embayed and that it blows a-
ftorm fromt the eaftward, and that the has not wa-
ter fufhicient to enable her to crofs/the bar, Dun-
leary is the only place fhe could fhelier at or go
to, bemg the moft to leeward.- ‘

On the north fide of the Bay, ‘there cannot be a*
pier, by reafon of the NMorth Bull fand and Dub-
fin-bar, through neither of which a thip-paffage"
can be cut, or if cut, could not be maintained, as-
the fand would foon rife again-to its natural level,
The North Bull fand, after fpreading from the ealt
of the north Liffey wall to Howt]g.-hill, forms a
peninfula; about’ one mile and a half-long, runs

- ming fou-weft to a point near the South Buoy,
about half a mile fou-fou-salt of the light-houfes
The channel of the river’ Liffey after running eaft:
from Dublin and pafling the light-houfe, meets the
peninfula of the North Bull, eaft of it, whick
forces it to the fouth for upwaids of half a mile
and then off into the deep fea-water at the eaft.—=
T'bis channel, in its fouth courfe, has only, at low
walter, about nine feet water, though for about
one mile weft of the ight-houfe, it has about two -
fathoms, or twelve feet water; this thallow of nine
feet water only, in the bed of the river is its bar.
hyery river almoft, by nature, has, and muft have;

its bar or fhallow at ‘its mouth, it expofed to the

flow of the Sea, for the flowing tide-water. ftrikes

againft:
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againft a portion of fand, at the river’s mouth,
and the river-water flowing ftrikes againft an op-
pofite fide of the fame portion of fand, fo between
thofe two oppofite, contrary attions a thallow or
bar is formed.

The fand, brought into the ba by the flood=
tide and returned from the weft of the bay by the
ebb-tide, is not the caufe of the bar of the North
Bull, nor the caufe of the bar in the bed of the
river Liffey ; what has juft been mentioned js the
caufe of the bar in the bed of the Liffey. The
har of the North Bull, which forms part of this
inclined plane to the bottom of the bed of the
River-bar, is only the fou-weft end of the North
Bull, and formed a fhaped probably by the flow
‘and ebb of the tide only. The river Liffey, if the
prefent bar of it was removed, muft pofitively, by
nature, have another bar or fhallow inftead of ity
and no refervoir or refervoirs, weft of the light=
houfe, could poflibly be of ufe; either for {cour-
ing or deepening the channel of the river Liffey.
~-Every river has its banks from its fource to the

fea ; .thefe banks -dire®, twine, and confine its
.courfe. This peninfila of the North Bull is for
near a mile, the eaft bank of the river Liffey, and
the South ‘Bull, for near.the fame diftance, is the
weft bank. .Cut, if poffible, a channel for the
river ftraightout eaft, through the peninfila of the
-North Bull into the deep water and clofe up the
~natural fouth channel,—The fame caufe muft pro-
.duce the fame effe@, and a new bar muft be
formed at the junction of the river and great fea-
tide. Suppofe this artificial channel cut- through
the North Bull, three feet deep, as deep as the
natural channel, which is impofhible ; but fuppofe
this astificial channel made, and the natural {outh

channel
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channel ftopped up, by continuing, if pofiible,:
the fouth wall out eaft, over the Nowth Buils This:
removal of the channel, more to the north, . would
be a very great injury to the fhipping, as it weuld:
prevent them -from coming ftraight imite- the river
from the gredt amchorage off Dunleary, where
they li¢ waiting for the flow-tide to drive them in-:
to the river. -If this artificial chammel “was  the,
only one, the fhips bound in andsat ancher 'off
Dunleary, muft tack to the eaft fortwo miles, and
then: fuddenly due weft, up the river.. _.

This would always caunfe gieat delay to them;!
and, in cafe of ftrong eafterly wind, be impofiible:
for them to do. Befides, this artificial -channel
never could be kept fo deep as thé natural one, fo!
we fhould have a bad and frequently very incone
venient channel fubftituted for the prefent conveni-
ent one. This peninfula of the North Bull, which
is a bar between the due eaft fea and¥ubling has-
only one fathom water over it at low water, :{o
that fhips drawing twelve feet water cannot come
up to: the light-houfe from the due eaft except the
tide-water is at leaft half in. Keeping the chan-
nel, and coming up from the fou-eaft, they may
get to the light houfe at leaft an hour {ooner:than:
over this peninfula; This peninfula thusblocking
or baring wp the ftraight entrance fromtlie due
eaft fea for Aix hours in every twelye, is.certainly:
a great hurt to the trade of Dublin. - This penin-
fula is about three quarters of a mile broad, from -
welt to eaft, and near a mile long to the fou-weit,
and+is almofl flat and.very hard. Part of it might,
at low water, ‘poflibly be dredged and worked
down one foot ; but to maintain this one foot ad-
ditional depth, dredging all the year through would
be neceffary. ‘This dredging would' be attended:

with
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wwith great expenfe, would be very tedious, very
«dangerous to the men employed at it, and would
| ireatly impede the trading veffels in their courfe
{from’ and to ‘Dublin, and’ no advantage would be
derived from it to the fhipping, except that they
might go up tewards the Pigeon-houfe, from the
due eaft, perhaps a quarter .of an hour {ooner
than they do at prefent, for as to their going out .
{from Dublin or the Pi eon-houfe, that muit al-
avays be with the firft of the ebb. For every inch
of water that fhould, by dredging, be gained on
this peninfula of the North Bull, the natural chan-
el of the -river, which is fou-weft of it, would
become fo much the fhallower. - This natural
channel is preferved by the river-water running
down in it, particularly when it has great power,
for the two laft hours of the fea-ebb. In propor-
tion as you diveit or fpread.this run of the river,
by drawing it over the peninfula of the North
Bull, yoa.muft Jofe depth of water over the river-
bar. So that lowering the bar of the North Bull
is raifing the .bar -of the river, and confequently
{hallowing the water over it; and thips ceming
in early ou the flow-tide, or going out late on the
ebb, always run in this natural river -channel,—
Lhere is two feet more water now in the natural
channel of the river, fou-eaft of the Light-houfe,
;than could be had in an artificial one, by dredg-
Ing or working, -ftraight out, due eaft, over the
North Bull peninfula. .
- Rivers owe their depth, in a great meafure, to
their banks; take away the bank and the river
{preads_and confequently its depth is loft: take
away the fhallows or bars :in the bed of a river,
above ‘the influence of the tide water, and you
prefently drain it. The river Dodder carries a
) B \ great
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Ft deal of gravel and fand down into the river
iffey, and depofites it againft the Liffey’s North
Wall oppofite. - This ftuff, before the building of
the North Wall, was carried off. to ithe Nm};
Bull, and from that, by the ebb-tide, out /to fea.
This artificial bank is frequcntlz‘dredgtd,, ant]h'y
that means the river here is kept at irs matural
depth. Clofe to the eaft of this, oppofite Ringf-
end watch-houfe, the river has been dredged, for
ballaft, about 8o years paft, ftill the water here
is no deeper than it was before the dredging began.
A man may walk acrofs the river ere, at low
water ; the water and mud will only come up to
about his knees. ‘As there is, an aakWays-muﬂ:
be a want of -water “for ithe fhipping above the
bars, the removal of them, which is impofiible,
would be atiended with no advantage, except to
cnable fhips, an hour and an half fooner than
they do, to come up as far only as between the
Light-heufe and the Pigeon-houle. No perma-
nent depth of water, for thipping, éver was.ob-
tained; any where; below the low water-mark
and natural level of the fand, where the fea alg
tide had full power ; therefore it is vain to expeC
any additional confequential depth of water on the

peninfula orbar, ‘as fome call it, of the North
Ball as lopg s it fhall be fubject to a fimilar in=
fluence from the fea-tide,

The river-water, after pafling the Light-houfe,
now confined in its channel by its bank, the pen-
mfula of the North Bull, has full power of main-
taining its channel at its prefent original depth,
about two hours, the firft of the flow-tide, and
two hours the laft of ‘the ebb ; this power 1s ‘the
caufe and .prefervation ‘of the changel, “where it
@wiies > S0 21 A% A ieth (eI
15772 A wall,



’

1.1 ]

A wall, if poffible, from the fou-welt point of -
this peninfula to the land northward, would be
more likely to caufe a foot more water on the bar
i1i the bed’ of the river, than the greate(t quantity -
of water, that could poflibly be let down from any
refervoirs, which might beé made welt of the
Pigeon-heufe, to foour and decpen the channel,
for, by this wall; the flow and ebb of the fea of the
harbour mufk run with a very firong carrent, being
confined to the aGtual channel of the river at all
times of tide. This again would be very bad, as
it would eaufe a dificoley, very often, of comin
in and going out for the (hipping by the chanmﬁ
from the fou-ealt, and prevent them totally from
¢oming in from, and going out to, the due caft, as
they do when the tide-water is at leaft halt up.
"Fhis wall: woald run-from the north thore to near
the South' Buoy of the North Bull bar, coufe-
guently it would confing the {hipping going out
or in, to the river channel, which runs due ffou'th'
fiom the Light-houfe for above half a mile.
 This wall would bea Jec-wall, to the thipping,
for above half a mile; two-thirds of the year, as
the wind blows fome point from the weltward
two-thirds of the: year. Ships could fcarcely be
ifva more dangerous fituation than they wou be
in very frequently in this channel, thus walled in
from the eaft.:

This wall‘would be three miles long, could not
be built, except at an immenfe expente, and could
not probably be maintained in fuch an expolure,
if built. Suppofe it-bpilt ; it is impofhible but it
mufk éither foon fink mirdifappear, that part of it
Buile north of this peninfula, in the morafs; or be
completely covered by the fand, brought into the
bay by the tide from tge fouthward. ‘Fhe fat‘nd

Soae 2 NAS
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has accumulated and rifen-againft the fouth file
~of the fouth wall, fince ijts being finithed, about
twenty years, {ixteen feet, as high as it can g0, -
and formed a dry and daily increafing bank to the
fouth-eaft, ; |

A wall-from the north fide of the bay to the
river, in whatever courfe it might get, would be
much more likely to accumulate the fand than the
fouth wall, as it ‘would be directly oppofite to the
comigr in tide, which brings in the fand, and is
theltered from the eaft wind by Howth hill.

‘This wall would, indeed, fhelter about a mile
of the river, within the Light-houfe, from the
calt-north-eaft wind; but no wind js bad or dan-
gerous in the harbour or bay except a fouth-eaft
ftorm, which may drive veflels on the north Bull..
And as to an eaft-north-eaft wind, as there is ver
litde depth of water, and fhelter from Howth- hill
and the north coaft of the bay,.in this diretion, no
bad accident fearcely ever happens to the {hipping
from fuch a wind. ~ A. wall fram this point, or
an inclofure of any kind at it, would almoft block
up the ingrefs and egrefs, for veffels at the mouth.
of the harbour, for it 1s only for three hours now,.
at the firft of the flow tide, that they can come in,
and for three hours at the firft of the ebb, that
they can.go out, for they have not water fufficient
al any other time to enable them to erofs this.
peninfula or bar, or to go up or down the river,
and if the wind is fair, it is always over this
peninfula that they pafs,

Any wall from” the north fide of the bay, eaft
of Clontarf fheds, to the river Channel, Spit-Buoy,
muft {till leave the north Buyll open for fhips to
drift on, :

This wall would not prevent a fingle a Iilngh
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fhip-wreck on any part of the north Bull; nor
could an harbour or light-houfe, at the fouth-eaft
end of it, be of the fmalleft ufe. No veffel has
any bufinefs to ftay near it, except fometimes
waiting for water, where they have very conve-
nient, good anchorage in the river, and fhelter
againft the {outh eaft and fouth-weft ftorm, from
the fouth wall. This wall would be the greate(t
receptacle of fand that could be introduced here,
and an aecumulation-of fand would' immediately,
on its being finithed; enfue, and foon exclude the
fea altogether from the whole of the north Bull,
that is, from Howth-hill-to the north wall, oppo&
fite Ringfend, and after that continually drive the
ehannel of the river more and more- foutherly. —
And if this wall lafted thirty years; there would
be no main fea nigher to Dublin than the eaft bank
of the north Bull-bar, that is above a mile and
half eaft of the light-houfe. It may be faid, that
the exclufion of the fea altogether from the
niorth Bull would be''for the better ;. fo it would
except for the reafons juf¥ mentioned and that it
would prevent the fmall éraft from tacking in or
out over 1t reduce the navigation to the river
chaanel only; down, the whole way, to abovehaif a
mile beyond and fouth-ef the light-houfe, by keep-
ing off the nvain fea to the fame place and diftance.
The fand, which now is drove, by the tide, on
the north/'Bull and harbour, isagain, as from the
earlicft time, drove back again to the eaftward,
by thie ebb-tide and by the Liffey, Dodder and
‘Ballybough rivers ; this united power is ftronger
than that of the flow-tide, fo the original depth
of -water in 'the harbour and on, the north Bull is
maingined, except that the fouth wall may, by
BTN BINE B -~ fhelier;

v
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{lielter, have rifen the weft part of the north Bull
a little. :

But a wall, from the north of the bay to the
channel, would. prevent any {and, brought againft
this wall, from never going off again, as long as
this wall continued.

No wall eaft of the eaft end of the prefent
north wall, and at the north fide of. the rivexr
Liffey, whether run eaft, as a continuation of the
north wall, or run from the north fhore or neas
the north. thore, to the Spit-Buoy, which-is a littls
north of the light-houfe, or from the north fhore
to the fouth-weft point of the north Bull-bar could
poflibly be of ule either to fhelter, direct or deepen
the river. Such.a wall would.prevent. the fmallei
craft, bound in and out, to extend their tacks,
over the fand towards Clontasf and.over. the north
Bull, which is neceffary for them to do in cafe of
contrary winds ; fo it would be a great injury to-
the trade and to Dublin.

The river from the Pigeon-houfe to the Light.
houfe is three feet, by nature, deeper than it is, or
ever will be, at its mouth and bar, fouth-fouth-eaft
of the Light-houfe, therefore it is as deep as it
ought to be. And as to a referveir, caufed by
daming up the river Liffey, oppofite Ringfend, to
fcour out the channel of the river, fucha refervoir
would always be a nuifance, impedeat all times,
more or lefs the paffage of veffels up: and down
the river, flood a confiderable part of the city,
caufe a damp in moft of it, keep the fewers almoft
always clofed up, and confequently caufe horrid
ftench, fevers and the plague in the city..

In thort, neither the harbour or bay of Dublin
are capable of further improvement for the fafety
or convenience of the fhipping, except a little eaft

of
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c});f Dunleary Pier, where there fhould be a good
ier.
- Since neither Dublin bay nor Dublin harbous
ean offer, atall times, a fecure retreat for {Lips in,
or eaft of the bay, in ftorms, we are truly fortu-
nate in having: clofe to the'bay and:in the moft con-
venient fituation, the beft fmall’ harbour on tha
Irith coaft, viz. Howth town eaft harbour, want-
ing - little elfe but a fhort pier eaft of it, with
fifteen feet water always within it, and which
would coft not much more than twenty thoufand*
peunds.. |
This harbour could eafily be reforted to in all
winds and’ at all ftates of the tide, by fhips of all
fizes, in cafe of their meeting with a [torm off
Dublin' bay.  Thus (hipwrecks- in Dublin bay
would,. in a.great meafure, be prevented. .
Itis aftonithing, that theeaft.harbour of Howth-
town has not been the place for.the (hipping of the
Dublin mail.for Londen ever. fince the firlt con-
nection of England with Ireland,. as it is always
eafy to fail into it-or from it, and as.it is ten miles
nigher to- Holyhead.than Dublin.isy. The Dublin
mail would, from Howth-town, generally arrive
one day fooner in London than it does at prefent,
and the London mail, to Howth.town, generally
enc day fooner.in Dublin than itdoesat prefent.
This mail would go-by Holyhead. and by the
new: Wellh Capel. Cerig road, Shrewfbury, Bir-
mingham. and. Coventry, viz. fourteen miles the
thorteft road to London, and twenty miles lefs than
this mail goes-at prefent. '
It is alfo aftonithing, that this propofed pier,
eaft of the eaft harbour of Howth-town, has not
long fince been provided, for the accommodation
of the fithermen, who fupply Dublin market.-ﬁ_
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Tf this pier was built, Dublin would immediately:

become as good and cheap a fifhmarker as any
in Europe.  ‘Llis pier and harbour would more-
over be of very great value for convoys and reve~
Rue cutters,

Mr. Dawfon hada famall 775 DAWSON.

part of the above printed § s s imr—ommm-
in thenewfpaper, Januvary, § ~ Dusrmx,
1804. . 14 May, 1805,

LY

PLAN of Work to be Executed at Howth for
the complete Accommodation of the Dublin Mail:
from and to Lomdon.’ " ¥ @

Ary, that is neceflury for firengthenin Howth-
hill, whieh refembles, v many refpeéls, éibraltav’,.
as a [mall military pof¥, for the fecurity of his-
majefty’s mail, is, that it fbould have a fmall
battery and fall barrack ¢lofe eaft of the Danith
fort at Howth-town, juft above the propofed quays-
to commiand the harbour, which muft have a pier;
eaft of ir, for landing and embarking at, having
fifteen feet water always within it.—That it (heuld
have an eaft and weft fquare fignal tower with:
due fouth, north-eaft and weft fides and having
their welt {ide built the ftrongeft and grouted, the
eaft tower fifty yards high. Amd that it fheuld
be made an ifland and have a fort with a depofitory}
where there is fre(h water, at the Quarry, half
way between Howeh-town and Beldoyle, viz. one
mile fiom each place, to command the gaté going
Into and out of Hewtli-hill, and the ditcly or fofle,
“to be made from fea to fea. The fea, at high
water, would rum through this foffe, about one
“milelong, from Beldoyle channcl to Sutton Creek
| ' channely
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channel, and the water would be kept up:in it by

means of two fluices. No ground could commang
this for:, which fhould be large enough to accom-
modate a confiderable military force, which might

come from Dublin or England : Liverpool is op-
pofite to Howth-town. %?his fort, fix miles frop::
Dublin; would be the ftation for the mail-coach

horfe-guard, which would have occafion to.ride

with the coach all the way only between Bublin

and this fort, as from this fore to Howth:town-
" harbour would be in the fland of Howth, confe-
quently all would be fafe. The mail ‘eoach  wilk
run from Howth-town to the poft-officein Dublin,

feven miles, in one hour, when the road,- about a-
mile long, thall be made for it ftraight from- Kil-

barrick ruined charch, on. the Strand, to Raheny-

town, \

Howth hill could not be fortifed, with cannon,
along the fea-fide, clofe to the water, as Gibraltar
13, except at an immenfe and: ufelefs expence, nor
defended except with an immenfe body of men.—-
Gibraltar is fortified to prevent the enemy from
gewing into it; but what is here propofed for
Howth-hill would, if executed, prevent the enemy
from getting into it or out of ity except with the
L:ave of the fort and battery. _

"The above battery, foflé and fort are alluded to
in Mr. Dawfon’s publication with his map of
Howth-hill, dated January 1803.

A very important fa&t feems to have efcaped:
attention ; ‘itis, that the ifland of Anglefea is the
centre of the population, and of the kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, if that fmall angle of
Scotland, north of Murray Firth, is excluded,—
Dublin is only fixty miles fail from this centre, and
Howth-town only fifty.  Berwick-on-T weed,

which
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which lics, between Scotland and the county:of
Northumbesland, in England, is-about fifteen miles:
further from Londen than: Dablin'is.

If this pier, at tlie eaft of -Howth-town, was:
executed, the fifhery from it would be more lucras:
tive and ufeful than that from the Ile of Man,"
and fthipwrecks in Dublin-bay, agmuchias poffible,
prevented. . '_

If the mail packet-boat failed from Holyhead-
to Howth-town, and back,. inftead.of from Holy-
head to Dubliniand baek, fheweuld fave twelve
hours at fea in every twenty-four the tow pafies
there. 1f the London maid.come to Dublin thro™
Coventry, Birminghamy Shrewibury, Capel Cerig.
new Welfh road; Helyhead and H owth-town, 1n=
ficad of ¢coming. as it doesy it would be generally
one day fooner in Dublin than it is at prelent,, and
the Publin mail one day fooner: in Londos than
it is at prefent.

Tlhe above road avoids Conway-ferry,. 1s twenty
miles fhorter than that, which this mail goes at:
picient from London to Holyhead; and fourteen
miles the {horteft road from London to Holyhead;,
and as flatand eafy a road as any in Gieat Briwin,.
fer fuch a diflance.. ) 3%

| ' | Wu., DAWSON,
'DusuIN, June, 1804~ -

Tue Legiflative Union of Great Britain and
Treland imperioufly ecalls for the alleviation, as
much as poffible, of the delay and difficulty the fea:
between them caufes to the intercourie of their
inhabitants. When the mail packet-boats fhall
be ftationed at Howth-town, this delay and diff-
culty will be molktly removed.
1t Dublin fhould be ferioufly threatencd by an

| encmy
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enemy from the interior, we fhould have this foffe, - -

and its temporary fort, near Howth-hill, made in
three days, as it would make Howth-hill a f{ecure
-rallying place, and as it is the only place to which
.reinforcements to our army could come immedi-
ately to, from England, through Liverpoql.

No fituation in Ireland could poflibly be found
.to compare with Howth-hill for ftrength, conve-
nience and importance, as a military poft, in every
refpeét.  The particular plan of fort, for this
Aingular fituation, muft come from one converfant
in works of the kind

To fum up the whole matter—When there fhall
‘be at the eaft of Howth-town, a complete, fine,
{mall harbour, having a fmall battery clofe welt of
dt—and a fort, having a foffe from fea to fea, half
way between Howth-town and Beldoyle—and an
-caft and welt {quare fignal tower on Howth-hill,
—and alfo a good pier built a little ealt of Dun-
leary pjer, into deep water then every neceffary
defirable work+for the fafety and convenience of
-the (hipping in the harbour and bay of Dublin,
and adjoining to the bay, will have been accom=

plithed. A
| Waue DA/VSON.
DuBLIN, 17 May, 1805.
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