
/ / / , ' /  a

'tC * ^  ̂ /Ù£~~-.9 <—

f t ' 2  &
á  - > _y

n

y  ^  'û yy Y  <r*+ ✓*-*-» ,

y

O

J 2<^. (fi< ? 

A*y. //?<i>
w  î l  $ y ~ v  c- £ ~ -  .

^  Á -éL -^ lD  ~  y ‘ '

d ■ /: < -  Ç ? S .

Û7 ‘, A  ^
r  '  j U £ £ j ( ^ * r '* 5/ - -  ^  f a *

22-- ̂

<V /> ' S  ’

* Z  /  i r n m ,
/oè/fc ̂ Érr *-* y*<

*4rí̂ L

( I/ * /) / ï * * t v

f ie * / d r ifc z :  1 ~

'  ■/ *  w /  ✓ X  i

«-r 4* ^ ^ /

/ í L / .  / / / ?
/ 2 ^

x Ç ^ {,/72f .

‘Í V, Í



< v ,

' ' '

£ J :  //*A

y

t



S E A S O N A B L E
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Some Reflexions on the Advantages 
that might accrue to G R E A T  
B R I T  A I N, by a proper Regu
lation o f the Trade of IRELAND•

Wrote in London, but now firft Publiih’d 
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on the Trade and Manufactures of 
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To His E x c e l le n c y ,

J O H N

Lord CARTERET,
I* 1 * v# . I f Ij 1 • i rr«ri ry  c « . í  t  » c

Lord Lieutenant of I r e 
l a n d ,  and one of H is  
M a j e s t y ’s Moit Ho
nourable Privy-CounciL. *
M y  L d R b ,

H E  fteadyandun- 
ihaken Zeal with 
which You have 
been always at

tach’d to the Publick Good of
A 2 Your



D E D I C A T I O N .
Your own Country, and the 
mild and benign Influence of
Y our Government here, 
gives me Reafoxi to hope, that 
the following E  s s A y  on the 
Trade of thefe Nations may 
jneet with Your E x c e l le n 
cy  s Patronage and Protecti
on. ) folOsJ

T h e r e  have been Sea-
fons, M y  L o r  d ,  when it 
would be vain to publifh any 
thing, which did not fquare 
with the Opinion of thofe in 
Power : Seafons, when Truth 
it ielf, without the Wedding- 
Garment, would be turn’d 
out of Doors : But it is our 
peculiar Happineis, that we 
have a P r i n c e  on the

T hrone,



D E D I C A T I O N .
T h r o n e , whofe Royal 
Virtues have charm’d all the 
jarring Factions ; all the dif
ferent Intereft of His feveral 
Dominions into one unani
mous Joy, at His Acceflion: 
A Joy fo much the more Re
markable,iince in it theGreat- 
eft Lofs which a Loyal People 
could fuffer was io quickly
forgot, and to Him Truth in
any Drefs is welcome.

’T i s to His Care and Vigi
lance for our Welfare we 
owe, M y  L o r d ,  Your E x -  
c e l l e n c y ’s  Return to us; 
and the univerfal Acclamati
ons of a glad People, fuffici- 
ently teftify the Prudence of
His Choice: You are the Me

dium,



B E D  I  CAT ION.f _ ; JT*i

dium, M y  L o r d ,  through 
which He is to view all our 
Occafions and Neceflities. 
And the generous andhand- 
fome Reprefentation which
Y ou were pleafed to make to 
His Late M ajesty, on Y our 
Return from Your Govern
ment of I r e la n d , leaves this 
People no Room to doubt of 
Your Favour and Protection.

From thefe Confiderations 
I have, form'd to my felf, 
Hopes, M y L ord , that this
little Tract, howoppofite fo- 
ever to the Common Opini
on, may meet with Your E x 
c e l l e n c y ’s Protection.

I t  was wrote in L ondon, 
and defign’d to be publiih’d

, there,



D E D I C A T I O N .
+ T *  "V \ i  '  V  v > v V I  v i l  V  \

.there, till upon a more ferious 
Reflection*. 1 determin’d to 
inquire, what Improvement 
the Trade of I r e la n d  was ca-

?able of, before I expofed it to 
'ublick View; and I have 

ipent fo much Time therein, 
that now the following Pages 

_ throw themfelves at YourEx- 
c e l le n c y ’s F eet, as a Preface 

• only to other E s s A y  s on the 
Manufactures and Trade of 
I r e la n d ,  which I have pre
pared for the P r  e s s, if this 
ihould meet with Your Ap
probation.

T h e  SubjeCt, My L o rd , is 
that on which depends the 
Grandeur and Profperity of 
Two Nations; One Dear to 

........ .........  You



You as it is Y our nativeCoun-
tryvandthcOthcr as it isYours
by Adoption, and I flatter my 
felf, from the general Bent of
YourInclinations,which have
always led Y ou to promote 
ufeful Inquiries, that how im- 
perfeétly Ibever it is here 
handled, You will Counte
nance the Undertaking, to in
cite abler Hands to foNecef» 
fary an Inquiry. I am,

M y  L o r d ,  

Tour E x c e l l e n c y ’ .)-

"íí .■ r • I
moji Devoted,



S E A S O N A B L E

R E M A R K S
O N

TRADE. &c
Overnments that have 

depending upon them 
many leffer States, ought 
io to model their A f
fairs, that each may 

have its particular Occupation, and 
labour jointly with the reft for one 
great End : For the Wealth and 
Grandeur o f  the Whole, without 
incroaching upon the Buiinefs o f  each 
other, or impairing that of the Su- 
pream Kingdom ; and if we do but

B con-



confider our own Concerns, with any 
reafonable Attention we fhall find 
that it behoves us more particularly 
to apply to this Management, and 
by regulating, and improving the 
Trade of our Dependencies to recover 
thofe Branches o f  Commerce from 
Strangers, which we have long been 
obliged to let them run away with* 

Could any thing in its Appearance 
be more fortunate to the Trade of 
England than our Dif:overy o f  the 
Port o f  Archangel on the White Sea, 
and the many Encouragements which 
our Merchants on their firft coming 
thither had from the Czar, to fettle 
their Commerce with that Town : 
The PaiTage to it was incumbred 
with none o f thofe Difficulties which 
are ufually met in Voyages up the 
Baltick, and its Situation, io near 
the great River Duina, made the 
Commodities o f  the Ruffian Empire 
come io much cheaper to Market

than

[  2  ]
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than they formerly did. by Revel and 

'Narva ; that the entire Trade o f  that 
great Country was aJl at once de
volv’ d upon us, but the indefatigable 
Affiduity o f  the Dutch, foon led them 
our w ay, and by underfelling us in 
almoft all the Wants o f that Coun
try, they quickly get into our Place 
in the Czar’ s Favour, and furniih’ d 
all the reft of Europe with the Pro
duce o f  Ruffia, fo much cheaper than 
we Could afford them, that our Trade 
to thofe Parts, fell greatly to Decay ; 
and would entirely be loft, had it 
not been for the Native Commodities 
of England and its Dependencies, 
which they require, and can be fur- 
niihed with no way but through our 
Hands.

The Fifheries o f  Greenland and 
Newfoundland were fir(i difcoverM 
by us ; we were in the foie PoiTeffi- 
on o f them, and claimed a Right to 
monopolize thofe Seas and their Pro-

B 2 duct ;



çluce ; but the Dutch, the Hambour- 
ghçrs and the French  ̂ what by Fraud, 
what by Connivance, and what un
der Colour of Right to the open and 
free Seas, followed our Example, and 
notwithftanding the feveral Encou
ragements, which we from time to 
time gave, by A£ts o f  Parliament 
and otherways, to the Natives o f  
England, to profeçute that gainful 
Buiinefs ; we were however fo un
fortunate to fee it taken out o f  our 
Hands, and to be underfold by all 
the World, in the Produce thereof.

The Trade to the Coaft of Af- 
frick, we were very early in the Pof- 
ieffion o f ; and many Charters were 
granted, and at laft an A£t of Parlia
ment paifed for the Encouragement 
o f thoie, who from time to time un
dertook it ; but the Dutch, the Ham- 
bourghers, the French, and the Danes 
have incroached upon our Settle
ments and Trade in thofe Parts, and

fur-

[4]
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furnilh all Nations of the World 
(which are not by their Dépendance 
upon England confined to take them 
from us alone) with Elephants Teeth, 
W ax, Gumms, Dying Stuffs, Ne
groes, & c. cheaper than we can af
ford them.

We were the firft of any Nation 
this Side the Streigbts, that traded 
to Turkey, and we had Leifure e- 
nough to eftablilh our ielves in that 
Commerce, for we were not follow
ed by the Dutch,  till about thirteen 
Years after, nor by the French, till 
yet a longer time, and yet their Suc- 
cefs has been fo much better than 
ours, that at prefent, all the Advan
tage we reap from that Bufinefs, is 
the faving only on the Article o f  our 
home Confumption, o f  Silk M anu
factures ; for the Dutch, the French, 
and Italians underfel us at all foreign 
Markets, and leave us no room to 
gain by Re-exportation o f  Levant 
Commodities. M anv
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M any other Inftances,' might be 

given o f the great Decay o f ourTrade, 
and the Diiadvantages, under which 
we lye, whenever we come to difpute 
that Point with Strangers ; H i . alas, 
what need o f particular imlances ; 
for, in lhort, the French and Dutch 
underfel us in the Produce o f any 
Country, to which they can reiort, 
on the Level with us,—  But the 
Crown o f  England has depending 
upon it, feveral Kingdoms, Planta
tions and Settlements, in Europe, A -  
fia, Ajfrick,and America, which abound 
with Commodities much fought af
ter ; and to be had no way but 
through our Hands : We are ltored 
at home with a great natural Wealth, 
and our home Confumption o f fo
reign Commodities, is fo defended 
by our Naval and Commertial Laws, 
that we can import for our own Uie, 
and export our own Growth cheaper 
than any other People can for us :

Thefe



Thefe Regulations confine all thé 
N avigation  to and from England and 
its Dependencies to our ow n Hands, 
furnifli our Shipping w ith  confiant 
Imployment, and make our N a v i
gation feem to flouriih ; bu t when
ever we dip into any Branch of 
Trade that can be undertaken 011 
the L evel w ith  us by other C o u n 
tries, we are always unfuccefsful ; 
and this is a fure Symptom of fome 
lurking Difeafe w hich nz ay in time 
bring on the DiiTolution even o f that 
Trade w hich is left us ; it  is there
fore high time ' to enquire w hat the 
Caufe hereof may be, that w e may 
apply fuch Rem edies, as may be 
m oil likely to remove it.

Every C ountry, and every indi- , 
vidual of a Country w ill always buy 
their Neceííaries from thofe, w h o 
afford them the B eil and the Cheap- 
eft ; fo that whatever People can 
fell the beil Penny-worths at foreign

[ 7 ]



m
Markets, m uft neceilarily engrofs 
to themfelves, all thofe Branches of 
Trade, w hich they are fo enabled to 
maintain : B ut the feveral Exigen
cies of our State (arifing from a ge
neral Benevolence to Mankind, 
w hich  could not let us fit tamely 
by, w hilft the L iberty  o f our 
Neighbours was invaded) have from 
time to time called out for greater 
Sums o f Money than our Parlia
ments were w illing, or perhaps able, 
to give within the Year : T his 
brought about Loans and Debts, and 
thefe Taxes upon all the Confum p- 
tion of the People, whereby they 
were laid under aN eceflity to exaét 
greater Prices for A rt and Labour, 
in order to purchafe for themfelves 
the NeceiTaries of L ife , inhanfed 
as they were by Taxes ; and thisfud- 
den R aife in the Price of A rt and 
Labour has made the working up 
of all our Manufactures, vaftly

more



•

more expenfive than thofé o f  any d-: 
thér Country in Europe.

There are feveral Accidents w hich 
indear a Com m odity to the M er
chant, befides the firft C oft thereof; 
every Alteration of the FrirAum,  is 
at the Expence o f A rt and Labour ; 
Every Rem oval thereof from Place 
to Place is at the fame Expence, and 
thefe travel w ith  the Com m odity 
through all it ’ s Modifications and 
Voyages, t ill  they light at laft upon 
the Coniumer*

Bût the W ealth  and L u x u r y  of 
fome Countries, and the Poverty or 
Frugality of others, render the 
Means o f thefe Alterations and R e 
movals different in V a lu e  • where 
the Neceilaries o f  L ife  are cheap,’ 
there alfo w ill  Labour and A rt be 
cheap, and where they are dear there' 
alfo w ill Labour and A rt be dear ; 
for the Artizans and the Labourers 
mull: every where have fo m uch for

G  theip

[9 1



theu' Hire as w ill  maintain them % 
wherefore when a dear and a cheap 
working People undertake each of 
them the fame Buiinefs, the M anu
factures of the one go toMarket clog
ged w ith a lefs Expence than thofe 
of the other ; and can therefore be 
afforded at a lefs Price, and this is 
the Reafon why Hollandy France, and 
Italy, importing raw Silks from the 
Indies  ̂ and from Turkey7 can under- 
fel us in the Manufactures thereof* 
tho* the firil C o il o f the Frim um  
was the fame to all.

B ut there are feveral Branches of 
Trade that depend upon buying the 
Manufactures and G row th of one 
Country, to fell the lame in the 
fame Form to another j  thefe fuííer 
no Alterations, and yet tho’ we buy 
them in the Place of their G ro w th  
and Production on a Level w ith  the 
Dutch, &c. yet they can afford them 
cheaper in any Part of the W orld

(England

[ I ° ]
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{England and its Dependencies ex
cepted, where they are incumbred 
by the N avigation A f t ,  & c.)  than 
w e : Here the Carriage o f the Goods 
is the only thing that intervenes be
tween the Purchafe and the Sale ; 
wherefore we may reafonably con
clude, that our chief Difad vantage 
in this Bufinefs m uit lye in the N a 
vigation, and this w ill  more plainly 
appear if  we confider the Nature 
of N avigation itfe lf ,  and the Means 
by w hich it is executed.

In the firft Place, a Ship confifts 
o f many different Materials, fome 
o f w hich are o f our ow n G row th , 
and fome not, but they are all of 
them however to be purchafed by 
the particular Trader, and his Bril 
C o il ,  whether dear or cheap, travels 
w ith  the Ship a W eig h t upon all 
Commodities, exported or imported 
in her : In the fécond Place, all 
thefe Primums of Navigation m u il

C i  be
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be wrought up, and put together 
by the Craft and Labour of Men, 
w hich differ in V alu e  according to 
the Country wherein the W ork is 
executed, and according to the AÍU- 
duity and Application of thofe im- 
ployed in it ; infomuch that where 
Labour is dear, and where the L u x 
ury of the People renders them in
dolent and flo w  to work, the buil
ding and fitting out of a Ship m uft 
neceflarily require a greater Sum of 
Money, than it w ou ld  in a C ou n 
try where either the Poverty or F ru 
gality of the Inhabitants inure theiu 
from their Infancy, to bear the T o il  
•£nd fa tig u e  o f the Day upon {len
der Fare ; and this Difference of Ex
pence is another Burthen upon the 
Ship, and the Goods carried in her ; 
b u t  \vhen all this is done, there 
m uft he provided V ictu a lin g  for 
the Voyage, and Sailors to navigate 
the V ellel ; and this creates another



Expence, differing alfo according to 
the Dearnefs or Cheapnefs of the 
Place where the Ship is V ic tu a le d  
and Manned, and according as the 
People are more or lefs accuftomed 
to Labour, and hard Fare ; arçd this 
Difference alfo attends her in all the 
Voyages fhe performs, and is a 
C lo g  upon all Merchandizes carried 
in her ; nor do they only affect thofe 
ordinarily t,ra4ed w ith al, but even 
the Ptimums of our N avigation  
themfelves, fu ch  o f them efpecially 
as we are obliged to import, either 
from our own Dependencies or from 
foreign C o u n tie s , and this being the 
N atu re  of N avigation , it follow s, 
that as it is in a particular Manner 
influençed by the Price o f  Labour 
and A rt, fo it rnuft be greatly dearer 
to us, whofe Induftry isincumbred 
w ith  fo many Difficulties, th^a to 
our Neighbours who are fo m uch 
eafier in their Çircumftances.

{ Ï3 ]
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I have read (indeed) with a parti
cular Attention Mr. E— »5s V ie w  
of the Greenland Trade, and I5m 
forry that I can’ t fubmit to the A r
guments which he advances to prove 
that we may ftill on our own Bot
toms recover that Trade from the
Dutch : They are to this Efîeét-----
a  A ll  the Primttms o f  N avigation 
cc we have either within our own 
iC Country, or from our Plantati- 
<c ons ; fo that the Money payable 
*c for them is only a Commutation 
a  amongft our felves, and no Drain 
cc upon the N ation, but the Dutch 
“  (having none of their own) arc 
“  forc’d to fend out V alu e  for them, 
iC therefore we navigate cheaper than 
u  the Dutch y and the Navigation 
Cc being the principal Expence of 
cc that Bufineis, there is no Reafon 
a  to fear but we may with proper 
cc Encouragements recover it from

them.

[ 14  1
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*Tis true that England can have 

either within it felf, or from its De
pendencies moft of the neceffarÿ Ma
terials, for Ship-building, and ’ tis 
true that on that Account, we can 
fit out one or more VeiTels, at lefs 
Expence of Treafure to the Publick, 
than Holland ; but this is a very in- 
coniiderable ( if  any Eafe at all) to 
that Part of our Navigation which 
has Refpeit to Trade ; for by Na* 
vigation, in that Senfe, is understood 
the Carriage o f Goods only from 
one Place to another, and that too, 
as it i? dearer or cheaper, for tis this 
that influences the Sale o f  Com m o
dities fo carried : The Savings o f  the 
Publick are o f  no Account to the 
particular Builder, but infomuch as 
he is benefitted by them : He m uft 
pay for the G row th of England and 
its Dependencies as well as for thofe 
of foreign Countries : ’Tis what he a- 
lone is out o f  Pocket for either that 
............... ----------  Will



Will always be his Dire&ion in the 
Freight o f  his VeiTelj and he tnuft 
get the Intereft o f his Money* the 
fixpence o f the Voyage* and a rea- 
fonable Ware and Tare, or he will be 
a lofer, let the Ship be built o f  home 

_ produced Materials or not, fo like* 
w ife m u il the Merchant confider 
the Expence o f his Freight in the 
Sale o f his Goods) and not the N a 
tional Lofs or Gain in the Building 
o f  the Ship : 3Tis that he m u lt 
provide for over and above his firil 
C o il  the Intereil o f  his M oney, and 
a reafonâble Profit, and fo m uch as 
it Hands him in more than the Dutch 
Merchant, fo m uch m u il he fell 
dearer, than the Dutch Merchant, to 
gain only as m uch by the Sale as the 
other ; wherefore i f  the Dutch can 
import from Abroad all the M ate
rials of N avigation, cheaper than 
We can procure them at Hom e, they 
w ill  be able to let o u t their Ships

to

[ I 6  ] (



to Freight, fo m uch cheaper than 
w e can ours, and confequently all 
Goods carried on Board their Ships, 
tho’  bought at the fame firft C o lt, 
w ith  thei’e carried in our Bottoms, 
may be afforded at foreign Markets 
fo m uch cheaper than ours, as the 
Expence o f Carriage is lets ; and 
this Difference in the N avigation  
(that is the Carriage o f  Goods) is 
that w hich gives them the A dvan
tage of us in all thofe Branches of 
Trade w hich they can undertake on 
the Level w ith us.

This is indeed a very great M if- 
fortune, but however, w h ilft the 
Dutch are a more laborious and fru
gal People, w hilft they can live up
on cheaper Fare, and work harder, 
w hilft their Intereft-money is lower, 
and w hilft the Confum ptionof their 
labouring People is lefs loaded w ith  
Taxes than ours, fo long w ill 'it  con
tinue, and fo long w ill they be our

D  R i-
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■Rivals in Trade ; unleis fome other 
People rife up, cheaper to feed and 
more hardy to work, freer fromTaxes 
and more favoured by the Intereftof 
M oney, than they ; but whenfoever 
that happens in Europe, the States of 
Holland  ̂ who from poor Fiftier-men 
have extended their Trade over all 
the Ocean5 and unto all the King
doms o f the Earth, muft tumble 
down, and we ftiall no longer fuffer 
thofe Rivals in Trade, who have 
more than once difputed with us the 
Empire of the Sea.

The Ballance o f  Trade is as varia
ble as the Ballance of Power, and 
has as often ftiifted Sides : There 
have been as many univerfal Empires 
( if  I may fo call them) elfabliihed 
upon the Ocean as upon the Land ; 
but like thofe they have fallen to 
Decay, and given Place to others ; for 
as Induftry begets Trade and Wealth, 
fo whenever the Minds of a People

are

[ I 8 3
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are unbent by exceffive Riches into 
Indolence and L uxury, and the Price 
of their Labour and Navigation is 
thereby rendered dearer, than that 
o f  their Neighbours, they foon lee 
their Grandeur moulder away, and 
their flow acquired Riches, depart 
with haily Strides to their riling Sue- 
ceifors ; thefe by indefatigable L a 
bour and Induftry, by the Parfimo- 
ny o f Particulars, and the OEcono- 
m y and good Government o f the 
State for a while hold the Dominion 
of the Seas, till the fame Diftemper 
brings upon them the fame Fate, and 
they alio give away to others.

Such has been the fickle Temper 
o f  Trade iince her firft Appearance 
in the World under the Phenicians, to 
her preient Settlement amongft the 
Dutch ; thefe indeed have extended 
her Dominion farther than any o f 
their PredecelTors, but they feem at 
preient not far from that fatal Period,

D z when
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when they in their Turn muft yie Id 
to others that Province, which they 
with fo rapid a Courfe have over
run, and fo long ingrofs’ d to them- 
felves ; but who the fortunate Suc- 
ceifor is likely to be,: is not much in
quired, tho’  the Search might well 
deferve our Pains, iince, if we pur- 
fue Trade through all the various 
Turns which it has already taken, 
we ihall always behold it rendring 
Great and Coniiderable thofe People, 
who before it fmiled upon them 
were weak and unnoticed amongft 
us, but ftriking Terror into the reft 
of the World, whenever it added it 
le lf  to a State already Great and 
Powerful.

Trade, which through the perpe
tual Wars and Calamities that at
tended the Diifolution o f the Roman 
Empire was almoft loft in the World, 
begun to revive again amongft the J- 
talians in the } ith Century, and de-



vided, as they were, into ieveral 
petty Principalities and Common- 
^vealthsi we Ihall find them however 
grow very Coniiderable in general, 
from their Acquilitions by Trade, 
and courted by the Contenders for 
Empire ; tho'J they themfelves were 
in no Capacity by reafon o f their in
ward Diviiions, and the little native 
Power which they relpe&ively poi- 
feft to invade the General Liberty.

In the 12th Century another tra
ding People begun to appear in the 
“World, by the Name o f 0Efterlings, 
thefe were the Inhabitants o f  ieve
ral little Maritime Towns in Germa
ny, who to defend themfelves againft 
the frequent Pyracies, with which 
the Northern Seas were then infefted, 
affociated themfelves together, and 
in that Situation, became io  Conii
derable, that they continued to the 
latter End o f the i 5th Century the 
foie Arbiters o f  Peace and War in the

North,
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North, and were indeed greatly con- 
iidered by all the Princes of Europe ; 
tho’  their remote Situation, and their 
divided Interefts, rendered them but 
little Formidable however to the L i
berty of the World.

But about the latter End of the 
15th Cçntury the Trade of the Uni- 
verfe iuffered a greater Revolution, 
than perhaps it ever did before, and 
that Part thereof which was added 
to the Power o f Spain, made all Eu
rope tremble, the Portuguees having 
found out a W ay to the Eaft-lndies by 
the Gape of Good-hope, made Lisbon 
the Staple o f all thofe Eaftern Com
modities which the hither World was 
formerly fupplied with, through the 
Ports o f  the Mediterranean : The 
new World was difcovered by the 
Spaniards under Ferdinand ; and Gold 
and Silver (which till then was only 
to be acquired by long and painful 
Applications to Induftry) came in
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Ship-loads from the conquered K ing
doms of Peru and Mexico into Spain, 
and in the Year 1 500 the Hanjiorvnes 
or OEfterlings through exceiïive 
Riches and an unfortunate Divifion 
amongft themfelves, gave the Eng- 
lifj) and Dutch an O pportunity to 
furniih the W orld  w ith  thofe C om 
modities, w hich before came only 
through their Hands ; and here it 
mayn’ t be amifs to obferve, that fo 
fudden was their Fall, w ho for u p 
wards o f  20Q- Years irrgroffed to 
themfelves almoft a ll the Trade o f 
the W o rld , that in 150 6 they had 
fcarce any Bufinefs at all : A  fur- 
prifing Instance o f the fpeedy D e
parture of Trade from thofe w ho 
have once palled the Sum m it of 
good Fortune.

So confiderable an Addition as 
was made to the Power o f Spain by 
the Trade o f the Galleons to Jme- 
rica, changed the Face o f Affairs in

Europe ;
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Europe ; for Charles w ith all thofe 
Treafures at Command, could not 
fail of his Election to the German 
Empire ; by which he was all at 
once made an Over-ballance for the 
reft o f  Europe ; and had not fo many 
things conlpired to refcue Mankind 
from fuch an imoderate G row th  of 
Power3 it is m uch to be doubted 
whether all thofe Alliances w hich  
were formed againft him by his war
like Contemporaries could ever have 
kept him within Bounds.

Spain by the Expulfion of the 
Moors and Jews after a long Succef- 
fion o f inteftine W ars, was in a 
Manner exhaufted of People; its 
Conquefts in America were a perpe
tual Drain upon the Few  that were 
left, and the exceifive Plenty of 
Money, w hich all at once devolv’d 
upon the/a (for Trade begun w ith  
Spainy where it ends w ith  others) 
occafioned fuch an intire Diiufe of
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.tnduilry and M anufa& ùre, that 
they were quickly under a Necefli- 
ty  to fend out the W ealth  of the 
Indies as fail â  it came in : A l l  the 
Dominions o f Spain were but newly 
acquired, and the unweildly Fa- 
brick had not time to confillidate 
or cement it fe lf together, before it  
was on all Sides attack’d* T h e  Spa
niards and Flemmings were jealous o f  
each other, and the Get mans o f  
them both, w hich  made it for a 
w hile W ork iufficient for Charles the 
5th to reconcile the jarring Intereils 
of his feveral Dominions : but be
fore that could be done, the uneafy 
Jealoufy of his Subjeóts obliged 
him to have his Brother Ferdinand 
elected King o f the Romans, and 
that In titling him to the Succeilion 
of the Empire, devided the Power 
o f Spain before it was able to exert 
it felf againil her Neighbours.

E  T a
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T o  Philip the Second defcended 
(together w ith  Spain) the Belguk 
Provinces, the Principalities in Ita
ly, and the Kingdoms in America^ 
to which he added that of Portugal, 
a Place at that Tim e very Confide- 
derable for Trade, but the fame 
fundamental Evils ft ill  lurked 
within the Body of Spain, its want 
of People became a more fenfible 
Misfortune by the Lofs of Germany,  
w hich before in fome Meafure fup- 
ply’ d that Defeót, a univerfal D if- 
ufe of Induftry required ftilla n  E x 
pence of m oil Part of that Treafure 
w hich was brought in by Trade : 
T h e  Support of the League in 
Prance was a great Drain upon w hat 
remained ; the Defection of the 
Belgick Provinces, through the Se
verities o f the Duke of 4lva  ̂ put 
its Affairs into Confuiion ; and the 
intire Defeat of the invincible Arma
da (which not only took up the rea
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dy Money o f  Spain, but run the 
State alfo into Debts, from w hich 
they have not been able, even to 
this Day, to extricate themfelves) 
gave the finishing Stroke to its t o w 
er, A ll  thefe complicated Misfor
tunes o f State (I fay) were Caufe 
fufficient w hy Spain in thefe tw o 
Reigns, wherein their Power leemed 
at fo high a P itch , by the Acceili- 
on of Trade to their Poileifions by 
L an d , did however, fo little in- 
croach upon the L iberty  o f her 
N eighbours.

T h e  Defection o f  the Belgick 
Provinces ended in the States of 
Holland. Thefe Children o f O p- 
preilion (if I may fo call them) be
ing, under the fevered Penalties, 
forbid any Commerce w ith  Spain or 
Portugal (from whence they hitherto 
had all thofe Commodities of both 
the Indies, w ith  which they fur- 
n iih ’ d the relt of the W orld) open’ d

E  2 tor
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foi themfelves a W a y  to the Place 
o f  their Grow th ; and the Portugues 
after their Union w ith  Spain (being 
loft as it were) in fo great a King
dom (and no longer a People) forgot 
their former Spirit and Refolution^ 
and made fo poor a Refinance, that 
before they recovered their Liberties 
in the R eign of Philip the Third, 
the Dutch had poileiTed themfelves of 
m oil of their Settlements in both 
the Indies, and upon the C oail oi 
Affrick.

5Tis true, the Dutch, had in their 
Infancy feveral Difficulties to w reille 
w ith , but on the other Hand, fo 
many things confpired to encreafe 
their Power and Riches, that in a 
ihort T im e they furmounted them 
all : T h e  Misfortunes of Portugal3 
the Severity of the Inquiiition 
throughout all the Dominions of 
Spaitiy the Perfecution in France5 and 
the 1 roubles in England  ̂ made Hoir

land
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land (as it were) an A fylum  for all 
the trading and rich People of E u
rope ; thither they reforted w ith  
their W ealth  and their Families, fo 
that in a ihort time, Amfterdam be
came w hat Lisbon,  Bruges and An
twerp formerly were, the chief Sta
ple of all the Trade of Europe : 
T h ey  proceeded intent upon Trade 
only ; engaged in no W ars this Side 
of the W o rld , bu t fuch as were 
neceffary for their Prefervation, and 
even thofe w ithin their ow n C o u n 
try, w hich were therefore to them, 
rather an Inlet than a Drain o f Trea- 
fure ; they kept the Confumption o f 
their Poor free from exorbitant 
Taxes, at a T im e when m oil of 
their N eighbours were under heavy 
Debts, and by this Means continued 
the Price o f L abour at a moderate 
P itch  ; O E conom y and Tem pe
rance were the ufual Recomenda- 
tions to Places o f T r u i t  and Power
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in the State, this begot a univerfal 
Parfimony amongft the People, and 
fufpended for a Seafon the Evils o f 
an exceiTive Riches, which their 
Neighbours already began to feel in 
an encreaiing L u x u ry  and Profufi- 
qn ; all thefe Accidents and prudent 
Councils (I fay) have advanced them 
to a higher Station in Trade, than 
any other People, and (little as their 
Country is) i f  they have not extend
ed their Dominions in Europe, it 
feems to be not from any want o f  
Pow er, but from a Defed: in their 
Conftitution, w hich is fitted rather 
for Prefervation than Conqneft, 
fince one negative V oiçe  (a thing 
not hard to be purchafed amongft a 
People, who are rather fludious of 
W ealth  than o f Glory) is able to 
overthrow the beft concerted and 
the moft profperous Enterprize.

B u t the Parfimony, and other 
domeftick Virtues of the Dutch, by

which



which they were fo long enabled to 
traníaót almoft all the Trade of the 
W o rld , have w ith in  a few  Years 
greatly given W a y  to Expence and 
f ig u r e ,  they have already a T afte  
for elegant L iv in g , and fum ptuous 
Equipages, and they can indulge 
themielves in R io t  and L u x u ry ,  
w ith out becoming odious to their 
fe llow  Citizens ; but whenever they 
arrive to fuch  a P itch , that O E c o -  
nomy and Temperance fhall no long
er be the neccilary R ecom m endati
ons to Places o f  Power and Confi
dence in the State, when the A m b i
tious in the Com m on-wealth have 
found out the more agreeable Way 
to Popularity, by Expence and Pro- 
fufion, and when the People begin 
to tafle the Sweets of fuch  E n 
gagements, the States o f Holland 
(perhaps in as ihort a T im e as the 
Hanflowns) w ill ceafe to be H igh and 
M ighty ; their Power at Sea w ill  de

volve
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volve upon fome other People, and 
they may chance to be reduced to 
their primitive Fifhing-boats again.

T h e  Symtoms of this Decay are 
already upon them ; it is therefore 
highly proper for us to think of 
Means whereby to prevent fo great 
an Addition as their lofs of Trade 
w o u ’ d make to the Strength of any 
other State already Coniiderable in 
Europe, lead fuch a Union of Pow-* 
er and Riches might in time prove 
dangerous, not to ours alone, but: 
to the Liberty o f the W orld  in ge
neral*

5Tis plain3 that upon our ow n 
Bottoms, we are unequal to the U n
dertaking ; our Condition is already 
w hat that of Holland is about to be, 
our L u x u ry  devours more than our 
Induftry can provide ; and the E x 
pence o f our Manufactures is great
er than any Price which we can ex
pert for the Produce of them A -

broad !



broad ! but as melancholy a Reflec
tion as this feems to be, it is however 
no fmall Comfort to think that we 
have it ftill in our Power, by a pru
dent Regulation of our Dependen
cies, to lupply all thefe inward De
feats, and to recover from Strangers 
a great Part o f  the general Com 
mette- with the Hands o f thofa 
whofe ev’ ry Acquiiition by Trade and 
I.iduftry muft always flow in upon u?, 
to feed and fupply us with Money.

The  Crown of England has an
nex’ d to it many Dependencies^ 
where Labour is cheaper, the Peo
ple hardier, eafier to feed, and freer 
from Taxes, than any o f our Neigh
bours ; thefe like io many Spunges 
(if I may be allowed the Com pan
ion) mult be employed to fuck up 
Treafures from the Ocean in Order 
to fqueeze them out again into the 
grand Receptacle of all the Riches o f 
her Dependencies, Great Britain.

F Thefe
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Thefe muft, I iay, be employed to 
manage thofe Branches of Trade, 
which we, by reafon of an immenfe 
Wealth, an encreafmg Luxury, and 
an over-bearing Debt, are at prefent 
under a Neceffify to let Strangers run
away with.

Our Plantations in America are ve
ry Conliderable, as well for their 
Extent and the Numbers o f People 
already fettled there, as for the great 
natural Wealth which they produce. 
Labour is there univerfally cheap ; 
and all the Materials of Navigation 
at the eafieft Rates ; io that there is 
not in the World a Place better a- 
dapted for Ship-buiding, which how
ever is the only Article of the Plan
tation Bufinefs unprovided for. I f  
therefore the Importation o f Ships 
from thence ( if  I may be allowed 
the Expreffion) were encouragedj it 
\vou5d eafe our Navigation of a very 
great Burthen, and very much ailîft

our
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our Trade ; for there is no Difpute, 
but as the Primions o f  Navigation are 
there to be had in a manner for ta
king, fo they might be put together 
much cheaper than they can in Eng
land ; and when a Veifel is once fit
ted out, the ingredients of which it 
is compoied, and which come at pre- 
fent to us, incumbred with the Ex
pence of- a long and dangerous Voyage, 
a coftly Freight, & c. would then be
come cheaper in the Paifage, and 
might be afforded in England at a 
lower Price, by fo much as it had 
defray’ d the Expence o f  the Building 
by the Freight o f Goods carried in 
her ; but when this is faid the Plan
tation Trade is capable o f  very little 
other Improvement, for their remote 
Situation, and the Abundance o f  Im- 
ployment with which the People are 
already, in a manner, overcharged, 
and from which, it is by no means 
our Intereil to divert them, render?

F 2 them
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them unfit for fo extended a Trade 
as they were to be wifhed capable of.

Scotland by its Union with Eng
land, enjoys already all the A^van- 
.tages of a free Trade ; but,the Bar- 
rennefs of the Soil, and the Want of 
Communication between the inland 
and maritime Countries, through the 
aimoit inacceffable Mountains, which 
detain the Growth and Manufactures 
of the Country from Exportation, 
and the Commodities brought in by 
Trade, from a proper Diftri-bution 
amongfl the working People, leave 
us but little Room to hope for any 
great Affiftance from thence : But 
Ireland is under none of theie Incon- 
veniencies, its Situation for an exi 
tended Trade is more Advantagious 
than that of any other Nation in 
Europe ; its Harbours are many and 
commodious, its inhabitants nume
rous and hardy, inur’ d to Want and 
Labour, eafy to feed, and able up

on



on poor Fare to run through a great 
deal of Work : All the NeceiTaries 
of Life are in that Country at lower 
Prices than they are in any other this 
Side theiGloble ; the People are in- 
cumbred with very few Taxes, and 
their Labour is cheaper than that of: 
any of their Neighbours : Their 
near Situation renders the Inter- 
courfe between us very eafy, and 
enables us to prote£l their Trade, and 
to take fuch Care of our Intereft 
there as.would almoft be impoffible, 
had they been more remote. The 
Politenefs, the Gayety, and the 
Power of our Court allure all thofe 
who are ftudious, either o f Improve
ment, o f  Pleafure, or of Prefer
ment ; this drains from thence the 
Penny-rents o f moil of the great E- 
ftate o f that Kingdom, and every In- 
creafe of their Wealth will (by in- 
larging the Rent-rouls of thofe al
ready fettled here, and by enabling 

> others
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others to tafte the Delights o f  a 
Court, who by the Narrownefs of 
their prefent Fortunes are confined 
at home) greatly enlarge this Inlet o f 
their Money, and increafe our Drafts 
upon them ; which together with 
the Reilri&ions on the Exportation 
of their Wooll, and the other A d
vantages which we already have of 
them in Trade, will caufe to center 
in England,, all or the moft Part o f  
their Acquiiitions on the general Bal
lance.

I am feniible that the Proportion 
which I here advance, is a very bold 
one, as it is fo oppolite to the uni- 
verfaiiy received Opinion, that it 
were better for England i f  Ireland 
were no more, but i f  we coniider (a- 
part from Prejudices and particular 
Interefts) how greatly we are already 
Gainers by the Trade and Induftry of 
that Country, poor as it is, we iliall 
perhaps give into a Notion fo greatly

ex
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exploded, and begin to think, that 
the W ealth  and Profperity o f Ire
land is not only compatible w ith that 
of England, but highly conducing 
alio to its R iches, Grandeur arid 
Power.

Sir Will, Petty ( the m oil ingenious 
Obferver of the la il Age) in his po
litical Anatomy o f Ireland, com 
putes that at the T im e when the 
Landlords Rent o f the whole K in g
dom was but 432 ,ooo /. per Ann. 
there was remitted Yearly for the 
Support o f  Outliers in England 
200,000 /. Sterl. and this Article a- 
lone was lately, and I believe very 
ju ftly  eilimated in a Book, called 
the Defence o f  the C onduct o f  Ire- 
land, at 600,000 /. per Ann, but we 
had alfo (when Sir Will* made his 
Calculation) alm oil the entire Trade 
o f that Country in our Hands, we 
took of all their Commodities, and 
imported to them all or m oil of

their
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their foreign Confumption, io that 
it is more than probable that we had 
even then coming to us out of that 
Country one way or another a Sum 
equal to the Landlords Rent of the 
whole at prefent indeed they be
gin to manage their own Trade, and 
w ell for us it is that they!do fo, for 
elfe the Dutch and the French (w ho 
navigate fo much cheaper than we) 
wouM  do it for them, and by drain
ing away their W ealth wouM  leave 
the lefs thereof to liTue to us ; but 
however, it is more than probable* 
that they annually fend us at pre- 
fent, h iol
Tor Coals, 100,000
For Corn* 080,000
For Broad Cloaths, Eaft-In- j 
dla Goods, and Mercers > i 50,000 
Wares, Hops, Toys, fcfc, J

[ 40 ]
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Brought over 
W e  have all their W o o ll  
raw and unmanufactured, 
which as appears by the- 
R egifter thereof at the 
Cultom -H oufe, for the 
Year ending Alid/ummer 
1723,  amounts to (Yarn 

included 271291  Stone, 
w hich  becaufe o f the Mo- 
nopol. thereof we buy in 
Ireland at 6 s. per Stone, in 
all 81 3 82 — firft C o it  ; 
this by the A rt and Labour 
o f Englifhmen is converted 
into Cloaths^ Kerfies,
Stuffs, and other M anu
factures, and by a rea- 
fonable Computation is a 
Means of faving or gain
ing annually over and a- 
bove the firlt C o il
By the Expence o f Irijh Outliers amongft us-  ̂ ' 
ilttr Eftiriite }  600-006
So that weare Gainers or Savers by our Deal-7 g - .. 
ings w ith that Country fer Ann.&oui ° í° ° ?

G  v A n d
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And if the Gain of England on the 
general Ballance of her Trade w ith  
all the W orld, is no more than two 
Millions yearly, as is computed by 
the ingenious Doólor D avenant and 
others, how ihould we have been 
able to furniih our felves w ith  M at
ter for fuch an Excefs o f L u x u ry  
and Profufion as we have lately 
known, and at the fame time to have 
maintained fuch long and expenfive 
foreign W ars, w ithout fufíering the 
u tm o il Poverty, had not the 
W ealth  which that Country is a 
Means of bringing us from time to 
time, fed and fupported us w ith  
Money.

It is an infallible Maxim, that by 
what Means foever Money is brought 
into a Country, it is equal to the 
People in general, fo it be not in a 
W a y  injurious to their Liberties : 
It imports us but little, whether 
the Money of Ireland comes to us, 
,7': through
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through the Hands of Merchants, or 
through the Hands of Exchangers ; 
the/ indeed, by whofe Hands it 
comes, are likely to have fome on’ t 
flick  to their Fingers, and it is there
fore the Intereft of each o f them to 
have it  come their W a y  ; but when 
once it is introduced, whether by 
Trade, or by Exchange, it becomes 
equally the Property and W ealth  of 
the N ation  in general.

T ru e  it is, that particular Per- 
fons, and Societies, may be aíTeóted 
by the Succefsof Ireland inTrade,but 
if England in general is Gainer there
by, it w o u ’d be a thing o f fatal 
Confequence to be led by their Infi- 
nuations into fuch Councils as might 
cramp it in thofe Branches of Trade, 
w hich do not claih w ith  our own.

Every particular Member of a 
Society has (no doubt) an Intereft in 
the Grandeur and Profperity o f the 
whole ; but yet every particular

G  z Mem-



Member has at the fame time ano
ther Intereft feparate from that, 
w hich he purfues w ith a more ar
dent Inclination, and that is his own 
private intereft.

It is his Bufinefs to promote the 
Power and Riches of the Common
wealth, but it imports him much 
more, however, to add to his own 
private Fortune and Degree in the 
State ; and for that Reafon, when^ 
ever thefe tw o Interefts claíh onev /

w ith  another (as it too often hap
pens) the particular Members, w ith  
a perfeót Tranquillity,reap the Fruit 
of publick Mifmanagements ; or 
very unw illingly, and with great 
Murmurs fufïer anv Lois of their 
private Buûnefs, how neceiTary fo- 
ever it may be for the Health and 
W elfare of their Country ; and 
this perhaps is one great Reafon of 
the general O utcry againft the 
Trade and W ealth  of Ireland, w ith

which
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w hich our 'Ears are of late filled, 
but to reconcile thefe Interefts, and 
to take care, that whenever they 
clafh or jarr one w ith  the other, the 
Good of the whole fhall always be 
purfued, at whatever Expence or 
Lofs ol particular Perions or Socie- 
ties,is the Buiinefs of theLegiflature, 
w hich in our happy Conftitution is 
the Repreientative, not of a Parr, 
but of the entire Common-wealth, 
and m uft therefore confider the ge
neral Good o f the N ation , before 
that of Particulars.

It is true, that even in Parlia
ments, every Member may be fup- 
pofed to labour w ith  a more parti
cular Affiduity, the Advantage and 
Immolument o f that Corporation 
which fent him ; but every other 
Member does the fame ; and this 
Diftra&ion o f Affairs (as I may call 
it) brings the Matter quickly  to an 
Ifiue, and by the Majority of Y ° i ce5
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determines which is the Common 
Good But it fometimes however 
happens, that the Defigns of parti
cular Societies are fo gilt and var- 
nifhed over w ith fpecious Pretences 
and Infinuation?, that it is alm oil 
impoihble to diftinguiih the real 
from the fictitious Good, and they 
are led into Miftakes ; for alafs, no
thing but the divine Omnifcience 
can trace the Defigns of wicked 
M en, through all their Mazes and 
W indings : Am ongft the Children 
o f Men there is no Infalibillity ; 
and the greateft and w ifeít Aííem- 
bliesmay err in their Determinations 
o f what is, and what is not the Pub- 
lick Good : It might be inftanced in 
many Particulars, but I fhall only 
mention one, which has refpeót to 
our Trade with Ireland, and w hich 
occafion’d no fmall Lofs to us, I 
mean that which forbid the Impor
tation of Irifb Beef.
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Before the Reftoration we were 

in the foie PoíTeííion of the Beef 
Trade, all foreign Markets were 
through our Hands furniihed w ith  
that Com m odity, and thofe depend
ing upon it, which being bulky 
Commodities afforded no j'mall O c 
cupation to Ships and Sailors, and 
no inconfiderable Profit to the N a 
tion in general, on the Articles o f 
Trade and N avigation, but theJ- 
rifb Beef w h ich  was the principal 
Support o f  that gainful Bulinefs 
was afforded fo cheap, by reafon o f 
the Poverty of that Country, that 
our Graziers apprehended it w o u ld  
in fometime oblige them to lower 
their Prices here, and made that a 
Pretence to call to their Landlords 
for an Abatement o f their R en t : 
T he Intereft of the Landed Men is 
without doubt the fureft T e ft  o f 
the Publick Good -, could any thing 
be more artificially devifed in that

tender



tender Part, the Graziers attacked 
them* and by fpecious Arguments, 
pretended to demonftrate, that if 
the Importation of Beef from a 
Country wherein Land was fo m uch 
cheaper than ours was fuffered, it 
w ould lower the Price of Englijh 
Beef : This w ould affed: the Lands 
that reared and fed them, and by 
that means all the Lands of England 
w ould be in fome time reduced to 
a Level, or at leaft to fome Propor
tion w ith the Lands in Ireland : The 
Argum ent feemed feafible* and the 
Prohibition pailed : But what was 
the Confequenee ? the Irijb clogged 
w ith  a Commodity for w hich they 
loft the only V en t that they hither
to knew* were laid under a N ecef- 
fity to look out elfewherefor a Mar
ket ; and we found them more dan
gerous R ivals abroad than at home* 
they underfold us everywhere, and
nothing was left to fupport us in any

Pare
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Part of that Trade, which was fo 
lately all in our own Hands ; but 
the particular Excellency o f our 
Beef, above all others, from their 
rich Pafture* and the extraordinary 
Feeding which we beftowed on them, 
Advantages which without a Prohi
bition, would ever have intitled our 
Graziers to higher Prices than any o- 
thers.

Thus from the foie Dealers in Beef, 
Butter, Tallow and Hides (for which 
Commodities, we could as the Dutch 
do for their Spices, fix a Price at W ill) 
we all at once abdicated that advan* 
tagious Situation, deprived our felves 
o f  all the Gain thereon from Trade 
andNavigation,and become poor Sha
rers therein with another Country ; 
and all this by fuffering our felves to 
be led by the Iniiriuations o f a par
ticular Society ; whereas, if we did 
but look beyond the Surface o f  the 
Argument, we lhoutd find, that b-y 

b H what

C 49 1



what Means foever the publick Trea- 
iure is encreafed or exhaufted, by 
that iame Means the Rents of Lands 
will always riie or fall, and i f  we 
did but cooly coniider how much 
more Wealth mull: neceifarily be in
troduced by the whole Beef Trade 
than by a Part o f it, we fhould ne
ver be prevailed upon to lend a help
ing Hand to that Prohibition, which 
we then fo eameftly follicited for.

I lliould be glad to know with 
what Face a Petition from the Shep
herds o f England\ to prohibit the 
Importation o f lrijb Wooll, would 
at this Day be received in our Parlia
ment ; it is certain that it would 
greatly raife the Price of that pro
duced here ; and the fame Arguments 
might be framed for it, that were 
made ufe o f  to procure the Prohibi
tion of Beef, but I am fure a very 
indifferent Politician might however 
fee, that the Gain o f that particular

* So-
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Society could in no Aleaiure com* 
penfate the Injury it would do to 
our Woollen Trade, and to the Na
tion in general.

The Views o f  a trading People 
fhould extend themfelves far into 
Futurity, for there are many things 
which carry an Appearance o f an 
immediate Gain, and are nevertheleis 
highly detrimental in the End ; and 
there are alfo many others^ which 
at firft feem dangerous to the Wealth 
o f a Country, that in Procefs o f  
Time, bring to it great Power and 
Riches : The Husbandman conlider- 
ed in Spring, calling his choiceft 
Grain into the Furrows, would un
doubtedly feem mad, i f  we looked 
no further, but if we consider him 
in the Harveft, reaping the bountiful 
Reward o f his Profusion, how wife 
will he feem in foregoing a Part o f 
his prefent Hord for fo agreeable a 
Profpe£l in Futurity. The End is

H 2 tiie
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the furell P roof o f  the W ifd o m  or 
P o lly  o f  our A llio n s , ’ tis that w hich 
gives the iincereft C haracter of our 
Councils and Deliberations, and tis 
that alone that ought to be confidered

by a w iie  People» ' ■> ' •
Particular Societies tempted by a 

near Proipe£l o f  G ain5 are too apt to 
la y  Schemes for agrandifing and en
riching themfelves at the Expence ot 
the Publick ; but alafs, it is better e- 
ven for them  in the End, that the 
general W elfare fliould be purfued, 
fo r  tho5 they m a y  thrive for 2 Sea- 
fo n  on the M isfortunes o f  the C o m - 
m on-w ealth, y e t  w henever its V itals 
are touched, a livid Palenefs, and a 
general D ecay ipreads it fe l f  oveç all 
the Members, and th ey too late re
pent themfelves of thofe ielf-inte- 
refted Councils, w hich  brought on its 
R uin  : Les us therefore, apart from  
particular Interefts or Prejudices, con- 
iider the Q ueition before us, and w e
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fhall find, that the Wealth o f  Ire* 
land has for many Years flowed in 
upon us, and that the Method to 
encreafe that Inlet of: Treafure, is to 
put it in a W ay o f  getting more ; a 
Way, I fay, that without incroach- 
ing upon our own Buiinefs will en
creafe its Riches; for Ireland is to 
England ( if I may be allowed the 
Comparifon) a milch C ow , i f  we 
let it run into good Pailure it will 
overflow our Pails, but i f  we deny 
it that, and leave it to flarve in bar
ren Grounds, it will quickly run dry, 
and become rather a Burthen than a
Help to us. o;

But fome are o f  Opinion, that the 
Parliament o f  Ireland has o f late 
ihewn fuch a fturdy Spirit, that it 
won’t be fafe to make any Acceffion 
to their Wealth, leaft they ihould in 
Time be able to fhake off their De
pendency upon the Crown ot Eng
land. This ieem.s to be a very mate



rial Obje&ion, and it may not there
fore be improper, before we proceed 
any farther, to enquire a little into 
that, and into the Intereft of the 
People themfelves in refpedl thereto.

The Landed Intereft of Ireland has 
fufFered very confíderable Revoluti
ons iince Queen EH^abetPs Time. 
In the Beginning o f  King James the 
Firft’ s Reign, there was a very great 
Change o f Property in that King
dom, for that Prince led either by 
Pollicy or Affeftion, attainted feve- 
ral unfortunate People, whom his 
own Artifices and Emiifaries are faid 
to have ftirred up to a Rebellion in 
the preceding Reign, and gave all at 
once the entire Province o f the North 
to his own Countrymen ; but how 
injurious foever this at firft appeared, 
it was in the End highly advantagi- 
ous to the Country in general, for 
the induftrous Scotch Proteftants who 
fucceeded the lazy Irijh, introducing

La-
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Labour and Induftry into that King
dom, laid the Foundation o f  the 
Linnen Manufacture, which is at 
this Time their chiefeft Wealth, and 
made that Province, which was be
fore, the courfeft and thinneft inha
bited in the whole Kingdom, equal 
to any two o f  the reft in Numbers 
of Men* in the Acquiiition o f  na
tional Wealth, and in the Beauty o f  
Land Improvements.

The next great Change was in 
Oliver CromrvelPs Time, where the 
Irijb taking Advantage o f  our Com- 
motions^ in England, under Pretence 
o f  aflifting the King, took up Arms, 
but with that bad Succefs, that not
withstanding the Numbers o f  honeft 
Englijbmen who were fettled there 
and who affifted them with fincerê 
Intentions to reftore the Kind’ s A f 
fairs ; they were intirely ? outed, 
their Towns taken and fack’ d, their 
Wonaçn and Children put to the

Sword,
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Sword, their Eftates given to Eng- 
lijh P rot eft ants, and M ultitudes of 
thofe who efcaped the Fury of the 
W a r. and the R age o f th eP eili-  
lence (Evils which Sir William Petty 
computes to have wafted upwards 
of 500,000 Souls) were tranfported 
into foreign Countries, fo that in 
1652,  m oil Part o f the whole 
Kingdom was in Englijb Hands, and 
tho’  a confiderable N um ber o f  
Acres were after the Reiloration gi
ven back to thofé who proved their 
confiant good A í t ó io n s ,  yet 
there remained in the Hands of the 
Englijh and the Scotch, in the Year 
1672,  upwards of 5,220,000 Acres, 
and in the Hands of the lrijh not a-
bove 2,280*000 Acres.

B u t the lail and m oil remarkable 
Change of all, was upion the late Re
volution ; for King James theSecond, 
havinp an Inclination to ftrengthen 
himfelf by the Affe&ions of the

Irijbi



Irijh, incouraged and pa fled a cer
tain A<5t in chat Parliament, re
peating all former Forfeitures, and 
reftoring to the Proprietors the 
Lands which were tàken from them 
in 4 1, isV. under C olour of w hich 
L a w ,  all the old lriJJj w h o cou ld  
make out any T itle  to the Lands of 
Englijb, entered upon them, and 
turned the Owners out o f  Doors ; 
this occafioned an univerfal C onfu- 
fion and Diftrefs o f Affairs in Eng
lijh Families, till K ing William after 
fettling Affairs in England went in 
Perfon thither, and in lefs than 
three Years reduced that Kingdom  
to an entire Obedience, the A d : o f  
Repeal loft its Force, the difperfed 
Engliflj returned in Peace to their 
Habitations, and the Eftates o f all 
thofe w ho were concerned in the 
Rebellion were forfeited and fold , 
fo that this Day, there is fcarcely

I an i
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any Land in Ireland held by any other 
than an Englifb T itle  ; and how is 
it then poflible to imagin, that a 
People who derive all their Titles 
from their Dependence upon the 
Crow n of England, fhould ever be 
fo mad as to attempt or even to fuf- 
fer any thing that might impair that 
Dependence, which is their only 
Charter for all the Power and Pof- 
feffions w hich they have in Ire-

I f  we confider the Condudl of 
that People, fince the R evolution , 
w'e fhall find that we have no 
Grounds for fuch a Jealoufy of 
them, and we fhall be convinced) 
that nothing but the cruelleft A tts  
of Oppreifion from us, and in them 
the extreameil Mad nefs of Defpair^ 
can ever precipit te them into fuch

Eernicious Councils, for could there 
e in Appearance, a greater Hard- 
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I  5 « 3



[ 59 ]
(hip upon them, than by L aw s 
made in a Parliament, wherein 
they had no Reprefentative, to be 
reftrained from exporting a n y M a n u - 
faótures o f  W o o ll  (the m o il  aboun
ding and precious o f all their C o m 
modities) to any Part o f the W o rld , 
and from exporting the W o o ll  it 
felf, raw and unm anufactured, to 
any Place but England ? A  R e g u la 
tion w hich laid them under a N e -  
ceility to gain nothing on that A rti
cle o f  their G row th  from Labour 
and Induftry, and to become only 
Shepherds to us ; and yet they have 
fubm itted thereto, w ith  f u c h a n un
common Refignation, that no one 
Perfon has in fo many Years been 
çonvi&ed, or even accufed o f  a 
Tranfgreilion ; they acquiefce under 
our Law s, in Favour of the Eaft- 
India Company, w hich confine them  
to England alone, for feveral Com-
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modifies of the Eaft9 thpy perform 
the Requifites o f all our naval and 
commercial Laws, perhaps better 
than we our felves do, they have 
feen the Judicature oi their H oufe 
of Lords taken away, w ithout any 
other Oppofition, than an humble 
Remonitrance to his M ajeity to in
ter pofe in their Favour ; they fur- 
nifh their Q uota’ s w ith  Chearful- 
neis and Alacrity, and are ever 
foremoft in X ea l for the proteftant 
Succeflion, as may be inftanced in 
their unlimited V o te  o f Credit to 
his late M ajeity, when threatned 
by feveral Infurre£tions in Great 
Britain, and by the high Prices 
w hich  they offered for the Heads of 
his Enemies. T h ey fee their intire 
Church-livings, and all the civil 
and military Government o f the 
Kingdom given from them, to 
fuch of us as either in C hurch

or
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or State have cjeferved well o f  thç 
.Crown ; and i f  thele People have 
lifted up their Hands, not to re* 
fift, but petition againil a Project, 
whofe difmal Effects had fq lately 
thrown all England and France into 
the u tm o il Confufion and jPjftrefs, 
i f  they have addreffed and made 
Remonifcraoces againil a In ten t, 
w hich contained in it felf no coer
cive Clai^fe, and w hich  was judged 
by them pernicious to their B u fi-  
nefs. M u il  we from thefc tw o  
Circumilarççes conclude againil a 
Thoufand, that they w ou ld  if  
they had Power ihake off their 
Dependence upon us ?

Since then Ireland is iecured to 
us by the ilrongeil Tyes o f Inte- 
reil and Neceflity, finçe ev’ ry A d 
dition to the W e a lth  o f its Inha
bitants w il l ,  by enlarging their 
Stakes, confirm the Tyes of their

De-



Dependence upon us, and at the 
fame T im e enlarge the R em ittan
ces of their Money to England, 
iince every Ácquifition w hich they 
make by Trade is at laft to center 
amongft us, and iince it is evident, 
that w ithout imploying them, we 
can never recover the Trade w hich 
w e have loft, what ihould hinder" r • x '

us from making the proper U fe  of 
them, and fecting them up as In- 
ftruments to encreafe our W ealth , 
and to prevent the R ife  o f any o- 
thers, to whom  the Trade of the 
Univerfe m ight prove a fatal A c- 
ceflion of Power, m uch to be dread
ed by the reft o f the W orld , tho’  
more immediately by thefe K in g
doms, whofe ch ief Defence has 
ever been the Dominion o f the 
Sea. T h e  Means which I fhall 
propofe to. bring this about are but 
few , and fuch too as in n a  M an

ner
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ner claih w ith  our own Affairs, 
vhi*

firfhy T o  encourage the R e d u c 
tion of Intereft Money in that K in g
dom to a L eve l, or at leaft to fome 
Proportion, w ith  that in France 
and Holland, that as little  thereof 
as poifible may remain a Load upon 
their Induftry and Navigation^ and 
a Cancer in the Bowels o f their 
Commerce, to eat up all their other 
Advantages*

Setondly, T o  eafe their im porta
tion o f naval Stores from Scotland, 
or the Plantations, by taking of 
them all Manner of Duties, and by 
allowing thofe of the Plantations 
to be directly imported from thence 
w ithout touching in England, thac 
the building of Ships there may be 
ineumbred w ith  as fmall an E x -

pence
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peííee aspofíible, and thát they may 
be in that Artiele enabled to tfn- 
derfel Foreigners ; for it is furely 
better for us to have the carrying 
Trade in the Hands o f a People 
Who are our Subjects, and whofe 
every Acqüifition by Trade flows 
in daily upon us, to enereafe dur 
W e a lth  and Power, than to let it 
remain in the Hands of thofe 
whofe every Acquifltion by Trade 
helps to turn the Ballance againft 
us, and to make us lefs Conffdera* 
ble in Earopei

Thirdly,  T o  open to them thé 
fifheries o f  Greenland and New
foundland\ and to give them all rea- 
fonable Encouragement to profe- 
cute the Herring Fifhing, that Cor
ner Stone (if I may fo call it) o f 
the Dutch W ealth  and Gran
deur,

This



This is a Buiinefs in which we 
our felves m uft ever be unfuccefs- 
fu l, notwithstanding the many A f- 
guments of late advanced, by a 
certain ingenious Gentleman, to 
prove, that we can on our ow n  
Bottom  recover it from the Dutch 
and French, for tho’  as he fays very 
tru ly, Fijfh is taken out of the Sea, 
and no Money iiTues to buy it, yet 
w h ilft  the taking o f Fiih  o u t o f 
the Sea is more Expenfive to parti
cular Englifh Undertakers than to 
Dutch, io long w ill they be able to 
underfel us at foreign Markets, but 
i f  the IriJlj, w ho could be put in a 
W a y  to B uild , Man and V ic tu a l  
fo m uch cheaper than they, and 
whofe Situation and Harbours are 
io m uch more commodious than 
theirs, had once betaken them- 
felves to that Buiinefs, they w o u ld  
every where underfel them, and

K  in
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in a few Years make that Employ
ment of io little Account to F o
reigners, that they w o u ld  (as we 
have often been forced to do) give 
u p  and neglect it, and leave all the 
Profit of that gainful Trade to us 
and our Dependencies.

Fourthly, T o  encourage the Irijh 
to trade to the Coafts o f Jgrick , 
where we are fo much out-num 
bered in Settlements by Strangers, 
and in the Produce o f w hich we 
are fo fhamefully underfold at fo
reign Markets, for if the Irijh had 
once betaken themfelves to that 
Trade, they w ould quickly reco
ver it from the Dutch, the Frenchy 
the Hamhourghers and the Danes^ 
and fo coniiderable an Addition to 
ô ü r  Tracfè With thofe Parts, w o u ld  
not only encreafe our general 
W ealth , but greatly add alfo to
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the Riches and Power of the Roy
al African Company, by the A d di
tion of io  /. per Cent. D u ty  on fuch 
extraordinary Quantities o f  export
ed and imported Commodities as it 
w ou ld  occafion.

.Fifthly, T o  give the Turkey C o m 
pany leave to buy up, and export 
to the Levant, directly from Ireland, 
fuch Woollen Cloaths as the French 
fell in Turkey, and as w e, by rea- 
fon o f the exceiïive Price of our 
Labour, cannot aiford cheap e- 
nough to underfel them, in order 
if  polfible to recover from them 
that Branch of the Turkey Trade, 
w hich by the great N u m b er of 
Confumers is fo m uch better than 
that w hich we are at prcfent pof- 
feiied of.

T am fenfible that it may be ob-
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jeded  to this, that the Scarcity o f 
Wool], which the Exportation o f  
fuch Cloaths from Inland would oc- 
caiion here, might inhance the Price 
of thofe finer Pieces, which we at 
prefent fend to Turkey ; and by that 
Means endanger that Branch oi our 
own Trade ; but the Remedy is in 
our own Hands, for if we change 
our Management a little, and bury 
our Dead in home-fpun Linnen, it 
will at once ipare from our Con- 
fumption o f Wool! enough to fup- 
ply that Scarcity, and fave England 
the Expence of fo much as we bury 
annually in the (ground,

Laflly, To encourage the Jnter- 
courie and Correfpondence between 
the two Nations, by an equal Dif- 
penfation o f  the Laws, and a more 
favourable Reception o f thofe who 
come over ; thereby to draw to a

Set-
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Settlement here greater Numbers 
o f  the Men o f  Fortune o f that 
Kingdom, and by that Means to en- 
creafe our Drafts upon them for the 
Support o f  their Outliers amongft 
us, an Article which by proper M a
nagements, might be made to drain
away raoft part o f  their general Gain 
by Trade. «•

M any other Ways might be 
lliewn to encreafe the Trade o f  
Ireland, without damaging our own,' 
and to make the Wealth o f  that 
Country more uieful to us, but I  
have already exceeded the Limits 
which I  jfiril prefcribed to m y 
ielf, and I ihall therefore leave 
them to more accurate Obiervers, 
fubmitting always in what I  ad
vance to the Judgment of the Pub- 
lick, for whofe Welfare alone I 
have ventured to expofe to the

"  W orld_
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