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, TO THE
Revd DEAN SWIFT.

S.I.R, |
HE gréat Figure which
you have made, as well in
_ . your elaborate Difcourfes
on Trade, as inall Parts of polite
Learning; encourages me to trouble
you with this publick Addrefs on the
prefent Scituation of our Affairss
and I hope the ‘Importance of the
Subject;, and the publick Spirit which
you never. declined to fthew wlen
your Country call’d; will plead my
Excufe; ., | 2 -
- I amone of thofe, Siry who think
it a Debt due to their Country;for the
e Y 2 ~ Being
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Being which they receive from it, to
be ftudious of its Welfare, and to
{lip no Opportunity of ferving it ;
and this has put me upon an Enquiry
into the Trade of our Country and
the Intereft of England, with refpect
thereto ; the Refult of which, I have
ventured to Publifh. i, two ligtle
Pamphlets, one uader the Name of
Seafonable Remarks, and the other un-
der that of an Effay on Trade ; the
firflt was intended to clear 'a Point,
which has hithertobeen {trongly dii-
puted, wiz. that itisthe Intereft of
England to promote and. encourage
our Commerce in thofe Branches 'of
Trade, ‘which don’t clath with theif
own,  ‘being fully convinced, that
without{uch a Poflulatum we muft
in/vain apply for any Eale ‘or
Advantage that way; and the fe-
cond was rather a Scheme of the
Scituation of our Trade under all the
Incumbrances of Englifb Lawsy with

plioJ | {fome
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fome general Obfervations for the
better Regulation of Trade ingeneral,
than any particular Difquifition of
the Branches of our own inland or
foreign Bulinefs, thefe being referved
for other Effays : Butas a juft Senfe
of your Ability and Inclination to
promote the true Intereft of your
Country on the one hand, and on
the other, a grateful Acknowledg-
ment of our Obligations to you, have
fo fixed the Hearts and FEyes of
every Irifbmar upon you, that with
all imaginable good Reafon, nothing
on that Subjet can obtain a Cur-
rency amongft us, till your Appro-
bation has firft ffampt a Value upon
it,and made itSterling ; {o I hope you
will yield to the Importunities of a
Fellow Labourer in the Vineyard,
(who tho? below any Comparifon,
inferior to you in Strength and A-
bility, s yet equal to any in the De-
fige to ferve his Country) and do him

| SRR the




DEDICATION,

the Honour to revife, amend or altgg
any thing you find amifs therein.

I have nothmﬂ in View, Siry but
the Publick Goc,d ; and I fhall with
equal Refignation hear you. approve
ar condemn, for I am confcious of
my Own Infvﬂ%mency and fhall be
much better pleafed to {ee the true -
Intereft of my Country purfued than
to hearany particular Notions of my
oW, applauded or extolled : The
Deﬁgn if happily executed, wou’d
no doubt be of ufe to the Pubhck 3
and ’tis that obliges me to make this
Sort of Application toyou,. fince my
Refolution not to be known for an
Author, wou’d notallow:tm any or
ther Manner.

>Tis true we are much cramp’d in -
our Trade, and under heavy Incon-
vemenaes, but that is no Reafon
fure, why we thould negle& thelittle
'whxch remains, and by 1o domsr owe
3 great Part of ouy Misfortunes to

our
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our lelves ; that would beas if a Man
{hould go naked, becaufe he can’t af-
ford to buy Lace or Embroidery, and
that wou’d certainly be looked on as
a very odd way of thinking : Butl
will take up no more of your Time
on this Head, and I leaye the little
Tralls (which wait on you) to {peak

{or themfelves,

But there {lill remains fogreat a
Blank on my Paper, that I can’t for-

bear begging your Sentiments for the
Publick, on a Point or two more,

Knowledge and Leatning, are to be
confidered in twoLaghts; firft,as they
are ufeful to the Common-wealth,
and {fecondly, as they render the Pof-
feflors of them agreeable and enter-
tamning 1 Converfation : The firft,
without doubt, onght principally to
be aimed ar; but it is highly proba-
ble however, that few wou’d arrive
to PerfeCtion therein, had not the

| De-
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Defireof the latter prompted ‘to the
Enquiry.

We enter on the Stage of ‘the
World vain, fond of FPraife, and
warm with Emulation ; when we are
Children (tis true) we thinf' as Chil-
dren, thatis, our Thoughts are ex-
ercifed about thofe little Sports and
Pleafures, with which others of the
fame Age generally entertain thems
felves ; but even here, a ftrong k-
mulation and a Defire toexcel,is moft
confpicuous in thofe, who promlfc
any future Figure in the World. Cy-
rus (it wemay believe Herodotus znd
others) is {aid in this Station of Life
to have play’d the King amongft his
Fellows, thereby giving a Specimen
of that glorlous Scene, which he was
afterwards to alt in reftoring Liberty
and Empire to his Country. Many
other Inftances there are alfo, of

- this alpiring Condu& in Chzldren :

but I muft confefs, Ican’t think with
the
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the Croud, that thefe Things were
fo ordered by Providence, as a fort
of Prophecy (if I may fo callit) of
~what was yet to come ; for that wou’d
be to invert the Order of Things,
-and make the At of a Child, the
Conlequence of what was to happen
in his old Age ; I am rather inclined
to think, that the great Actions of
Cyrusy and the glorious Revolution
which he brought about, was the
EffeCt of that ftrong Emulation and
Ambition, which in him {o early dif-
covered themielyes, prompting him
{till forward from one great Action to
another ; for thereis {till a plus ultra
to Ambition : Our Defires are bound-
lels, and there is no Satiety this fide
of the Grave. E
If then Learning, Knowledge,
and indeed every other {ocial Virtue,
1s indebted to. Emulation,and if there
is 2 Gradation in the Miod of Men,
from lower to higher Degrees of Vis-
gy
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tue, (for -as.Nemo repente turpiffimus;
fo neither can we of afudden with-
out Infpiration become perfe& in Vit-
tue) then {fure it muft bBe neceflary
in order to ftir up that Emulation,to
furnith it with frequerit Obje@s ; and
this leads mie to confider the prefent
State of Convet{ation in our Coffee-
Houfes, and the Advantage which
might arife to the Common-wealtH,
from making the proper Ufe of thefe
publick Meeting-places. o
At prefentindeed, as foon as the
laft Night’s Debauch, and the La-
bour of the Drefling-Roomi “permits;
we refort to the Coffee-Houfe, call
for a Difh of Coffee or 2 Dram, per-
haps we fit down to Piquet, or more
likely, ftrut about the Room, tb
fhow a Silver Clock, a Topee per-
te&ly well powder’d, fine Flanders-
Lace, or a new Suit of Cloaths,whilft
our Converfation is perfe@ly well a-
dapted to the Humourof thie Place

: S S L e " e
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¢ who fells the beft Orange-Bucter
€ or Pomatum ? whofe Topee was
¢ beft powder’d ac laft Night’s
€ Ball? who 1s the clevereft Girl
€ in Town, and who the beft nd-
€ turd ? ” Dogs and Horfes, make
a part of the Difcourfe, and among
the graver Perfons, our Wivesand
“Children; and it may be owing to
this kind of Living and Talking,
or to the Emulation, which the Suc-
cefs of fuch a gay Drefs and polite
Converfation infpires, that we are
become fo fantaftical in our Dyefs,
and fo effeminate in our whole Con-
dut, whilft the Improvement of
the Mind is fo little looked after.

~ But if at chefe publick Meetings,
the Converfation had turned upon
the Scate of the Nation, or of Ex-
rope in general, War and Peace, and
the Means by which they are to be

overned, Hiftory, Polite Learning,
§'rade’ and Commerce, and fuch o-

—
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ther Subjects, as might at.once.im:

prove and delight the Hearers ; if,

I fay, they had made this cheir Rule,

and poftpon’d their Family Affaixs
to their private Interviews,then our
Coftee-Houfes wou’d be as fo many
Academies for our Youth, where
they might be ed.fied by the Conyer-
fation of learned and knowing Men,
or perhaps by mixing in the Debate,
get the better of thatShynef-, which
1s {o-natural to ingenious Minds,and
for want of being early furmounted
by publick Converfations, very often
deprive the Nation in its Senate of
their Sentiments, who under{tand
the State of our Affairs better than
many, that, with a greater Aflu-
rance to fet themfelves forward in

Debate, have much lefs Knowledge

to fupport them 1n it.

Alas, Sir, with what Succefs,
can a2 young Gentleman go from his
Clofet to the Senate-Houfe ? let hil;n

¢
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be learned in the crue Intereft of his
Country, lec him underftand Trade
and Commerce, let him have a poli-
tical curn of Thought, yet without
a Habit of exprefling his Mind in
Publick, how can.he ind Affurance
to deliver himfelf in a full Houf,
where his firft Actempt muft occafi-
on 2 univerfal Silence, and Fxpect-
ation dreadful toche firft Efforts of
an unpractifed ingenious Youth? or
fhould he be able to break through
this Form,how fhall he recover him-
felf from the Confufion, intowhich
the Reply of perhaps an impertinent
Opponent has thrown him?

A Habit of Speaking, is therefore
as neceflary far che Delivery of our
Knowledge in Publick, as Emula-
tion 1s 1n the Purfuic of it ; apd if
the Learned in all Branches of
Knowledge wou’d refolve to entei-
tain one another at Coffee-Houfeson
ufeful Subjects, T cannot doubr but

b 2 15



it wou’d be of fingular Ufe towards
the Attainment of the one and of
the other. Bjpeiy A
I fhall conclude this Medley with
an Animadverfion upon the prefent
regulation of our Bread. There 1s
fcarce a fecond Week wherein the
Meafure and Weight of our Bread
1s not greatly varied ; what Propor-
tion the Lord Mayor may think pro-
per to keep between the currentFrice
of Grain, and the Weightof Bread,
or whether he troubles himfelf a-
bout that Matter atall I know not ;
But I know for certain that I go ofs
ten to {ee a Cruftyold Gentlemanin
this City, and I always find him ei-
ther quarelling with his Baker, and
Servants, or curfing his Lordfhip for
conjuring, as he calls 1t; with his
Bread ; and indeed I can’t but fay
thag thismannerof fhifting the Size
of the Bread, 1s a great nufance to
the Toor, and gives great Opportu-
 Ditigs
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nities to the Bakers (who dre feldom
honefter than their Neighbours) to
impofe upon their Cuftomers, |
‘When the Size of Bread is in g
conftantFluctuation,it is almoft im3
poflible to tell by the Eye, whether
it be under {iz’d or not : And a poor
Man, who buys, muft therefore be
under the Neceflity, either to weigh
his Bread or takeit on the Bakers
Word ; the laft may not perhaps be
{o fafe, and the weighing is expen-
five; fothat he muft either pay to
have his Bread weighed, or lofe for
want on’t ;: In the next Place, tho?
Families are precty regular in their
Confumption of  Bread, in this City,
it isalmoft smpoflible under the pre-
fent Regulation, forone to know
whether he is well ufed by his Baker
and Servants or not ; and tho’ they
fhould be all honeft, yet the fame
Number of Loaves that ferves this
Week; - may ecicher be too many or
{00
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too few the nexty and you cannot
therefore fix you Confumption to
any certain Number of Loaves, nor
for the fame Reafon toany certain
Sum of Money ; fo that there is no
Standard in this Cafe to go by, un-
Tefs the good Woman  {tands con-
ftantly at the Door, likethe Em-
blem of Juftice, with a Pair of
Scales 1n one Hand, and my Lord
Mayor?s Bill in the other.

This perplex’d Methiod of Pro-
ceeding in the Matcter of the greateft
Concernment in Life, our Daily
Bread, looks too much likea preme-
ditated Defign, to puzzle the Pub-
lick, inorder for private Ends ; for
it muft be own’d, that every Man
at Liberty to chufe for himfelf, will
take the eafieft way he canto go
chrough his Bufinefs, unlefs he finds
his Account in doing otherwife ; and
it is as certain, that the Method
which isufed 1n London, of continu-

lﬂg
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ing the Bread always of one Size,
and varying the Price only, accord-
ing to the Rifeor Fall of Wheat at
Market, is theeafteft and lefs intri-
cate way, and the Conclufion from
thefe Premifes muft neceflarily be.
“¢ Therefore the Lord Mayor wou’d
¢ do as they doin London, had he
“ not found his Account in the o-
¢ ther Method. ” But I am far from
charging the worthy Gentleman
who at prefent fills that Office, or
indeed many of his Predeceflors with
fo foul an Imputation ; and I muft
do them the Juftice, to fay that,
tho> the Conclufion is natural, yet
there is a great deal of Difference
between the firft Infticucor of 2 bad
Regulation, and one who finds it
eftablithed at his Acceflion: The
firftis (nodoubt) blameable, either
for his Ignorance, or his evil Inclina-
tions 3 and fuch of his Succeflors as
have been applyed to, and refufed

| to
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to reformm (if any fuch have beer)
are at leaft as blameable as he; but
his prefent Lordfhip is known to
have all the Inclinations in theWorld
to do good in his Station ; and I hope
the Honour of reforming fogreat an
Abufe; in fo important an Article,
is referved for him.  If indeed it be
‘an Abufe, which I refer to you, Sir,
but in all Things I fubmit to your

udgment. And rather than injure
the Publick; by taking up more of
your Time in Apologies for this
Trouble, Iconclude

§ IR,

Yowr conflans Admirer.

——— —— —



REPLY, &,

S IR,

Have {een your Obfervations on
my Papers, and I am {o far from
being offended at the candid and

free Manner, in which you treat
them, that I acknowledge the Fa-
vour, as I fhall alfoany future Ani-
madverfions on them, with which
you oblige the Publick.

My Defign in the Undertaking, is
to {erve my Country, and tho’ I
fhould expofe my felf by the At-

- tempt, yetaf the Enquiry is {et on

footy and the Truth laid open, ei-
ther by You or Me, or any other
| 2 | Pern
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Perfon, my Ends are anfwered ; fo
that for the futurc, Sir, you w111 0=
blige me if you {pare your {elf the
Trouble of Apolog121ng ; and fince
for fome Reafons I can’t determine
to dilcover my felt, I hope you wil!
communicatg, from time. to cime,
what occurs to you ot 'that Subjeét,
in the manner you did this ; I mean
in Print, that your Sentiments may
be diffufed through the Land, and
our Countrymen thereby led into the
Confideration of a' Sub ject, whizh

erhaps they may other\wfe be incli-
ned to overlook and neglect.

I fhall not, Sir, cavd at any part
of your licele Book ; it was moft wel-
come tome 3 and if I attempt to an-
{wer your Ob]ecfhons, tis not, I af-
{ureyou, from any Fondnefs of my
own Opinion, butinorder to clear
up thofe Paflages in my Effays,which -
I was not fo happy to exprefs in 3
Manner to be underftood by you,that
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my Countrymen may be Judge of
the Argument, and approve or con-
demn on a full Hearing,

- And firft as to the Increafc of
Wealth in Ireland, fince the Era laid
down, which was Ithink 16-6.

- The firft of my Papers was defign®d -
to thew how much it was the Intereft
of England to promote and encourage
our. Trade, fince it got by us annu-
ally on the Article of Out-lyers,near
600,000/, for which Drain, I quoted
the ingenious Anthor of the Defence
of the Condu&t of Ireland, a Gen-
tleman to whom next to the immor-
tal Draper, we owe our Deliverance
from MWoods’s Half-pence ; and {ure
no one will doubt {o credible a Per-
fon.

And as to my Eftimate of our Ca-
pital, whichis what I wou’d be un-
derflood to mean in thar Compura-
tion ; ‘alas, Sir, T am far from boaf}-
ing of “eur Wealth thereby : the In-

| duﬂr_y’
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duftry of our Country is no doubt
encrealed, our People are multiply’d,
our Capital is greatly enlarged, and
our Gain on the Exchange of Com-
modities, has been (I will again ven-
ture to fay it) confiderable ; but
what avails all this, whilft an un-
profitable Ifflue of Money for the
Support of Outlyers, eats up all our
Gains, and leaves us ftill ftruggling
with Want and Poverty at home ?
Infomuch that had Virgil been an I-
rifpman, and in our Circumflances,
he might have added another Line to
his Hymuftick, and {aid fic #os non
nobis---accumulamus opes. But that
the Reader may judge of the Que-
ftion, I will give him an Abftralt of
the Matter objelted to.

I'have faid our Trade was incum-
bred, that we were under heavy
Drains, and we had but a very con-
fin’”d Commerce,but that I eould not
therefore eome into their way of

thinking,
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thinking, who wou’d infinuate that
becaufe we had all thefe Difhiculties
to wreftle with, we fhould not there-
fore mind Trade or Commerce at all,
but let that little which was yet left
go to wreck ; and as I believe, Sir,
you will agree with me, that half a
Loaf is better than no Bread, I fhall
therefore take up rione of your Time
in a farther Explanation of what is
fo obvious to eyery Capacity, nei-
ther do I think there is Occafion for
many Words toconvince you thatthe
prelent Value of our Capital, is
pretty mear 65,000,000, fince you
have fo greatly miftaken the Manner
in Which I calculated to bring it to
that Sum ; for tho’ you are pleas®d
to {ay, that in my Calculation I va-
luethe Landsat 65. 44. per Acre, yet
if you pleafe to look it over once
more, you will find that I only rate
them at 4. 6d. per Acre old Mea-
fure, which Ican’t think by any

- S means
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fneans an unreafonable Valuatidfg
{ince the old Plantation Méalure an
Serafford Survey, by which 1 “p"ﬁoéég;-
ded, is almoft every where very fa-
vourable, as ‘T have ‘Hinted in my
Effay, towhich for Brevity, I refer
you. Butl muft (however) acknow-
Yedge my Obligation to yoﬂﬁ‘fof ma-
King the Obje&ion, left the Enemies
of ‘our Country might otherwife pes-
haps miftake my Meaning and con-
tlude as you do, That therefore we
may aﬁ'drglfd“ pﬁy greate_ij ‘Taxes than
we have hitherto done ; but let them
confider, Sir, that Iwrite to.a Peo-
ple whom' I wou’d allure to engage
‘more vigoroufly in Trade and Coms
trierce; by fetting before .them the
Acquifitions 'we have made, thereby
ithin the Time mentioned : et
them confider, Sir, that tho” the ge-
neral Wealth of Ireland is {o encrea-
fed, yétche Particulars are little the
‘better, ’tis England only reapsthe flo(i-
; il
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[id Benefit thereof : we pay thema
Tribute greater than perhaps any Na-
tion 1n the World ever paid, even in
the Times of univer{al Monarchy ;
for if. the Money which iffues on ac-
count of Outliers be, juftly eftimated
at 60050004 Sterl. and if the Gain
which they make on the Monopoly of
our Wooll, and the Profit which ace
crues to them. on the ReftriGtions on
our Plantation,; Eaft-Indias African;
and Levan: Trades, amount only to
asmuch more (which I am fure is g
very modeft. Computation) what Nas
tion in, the  World; . even of twice
our Extent has ever paid {o great a
Tribute over and above Taxes ? | -
- But it feems odd to you, Sir; that -
the Value of out Capital Stock fhould
encreafe fo much fafter than that.of
England ; \and I think it will be pro=
- pet therefofe .to lay the State of the
Cale; inthat refpety in a full Light;
before you., ‘

B Sy
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’Tis true, by my Calculation, the
Capital of Ireland is encreafed fix-
fold, whilft that of England is not
encreafed above four ; for Mr. Da-
vewant computes, thac in the Begin-
ning of the laft Century, the Ren-
tal of Bngland was but 6,000,000/
and that it might be purchafed at
12 Years Purchafe, or 72,000,000L
But the ingenious Mr. Philips, I bce
lieve juftly too, thinks it may now
amount to 16,000,000/ per Ann«
and fell for 20 Years Purchafe, or
the Sum 3 20,000,0004 fo' that the
Capital of England has encreafed but
four-fold and a half, whilft oursen-
creafed fix-fold 3 and indeed to one
that looks no further, that may feem
very odd. g7

But we are to confider, that when
the Capital of England, was compu-
ted at 72,000,000% England wasin 2
very flourifhing Condition. Henry
the Seventh, who died 1509. _lcfc}'i_n |

IS
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his Coffers near a Million of Money,
and the Nation enjoyed a flourifh-
ing and almoft uninterrupeed Peace
at home for near 130 Years, v/g.
from the Acceflion of Henry che Se-
venth, which was in 1485 to 1603,
when Queen Elizabeth the Darling
of her own, and the Wonder of all
fucceeding Ages left this World,

In that Time England was fully
pe?led, the Englifp Navy was for-
midable, Trade flourithed, and the
ManufaCtures were applied to ; in
fhort, they had made a confiderable
Progrefs 1n the way to Riches, their
Hands were almoft full of Buflinefs,
and confequently could not in the
fucceeding Time make a Progrefs
proportionable to that of the prece-
ding Age ; for there isa Seafon when
a Country encreafes in Wealth more
flowly, nay when a Country ceafes
to increafe in Wealch at all, and at
laft returns to Poverry and Indig-nce

B2 - apain,
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again, (as you may obfervein, the
fhore Account I have given of the
Revolutions of Trade in my Seafo-
nable Re’mm'kf) and perhaps had not
Ireland been in a Condition to fur-
nifh England with her annual Tri-
bute, our Friends the tother fide the
Water, might have long fince expe-
rienced this Truth ; 'we muft there-
fore conclude that Engl‘:md at the Era
fixed upon by Mr. Davenant, had al-
ready runa greac pait of its Courfe,
and was (if I may be allowed the
Expreﬂion) almoft out of Breath ;

{o that its Pace was {low,and its Mo-
tion heavy and folemn ; but if you
confider the Cncum{ -ances of Ire-
land in 1676, as they are beautifully
- defcribed by Sir William Petty, you
will find thac we were then but juft
awaking fo m "a Lethargy of Sloch
and Idlenefs there were few or no
5Manufa5tu=03 at all, and but here
and there an odd I—’ﬁnon in an auk-

‘ward
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ward Manner endeavouring to fet
themon foot : The People lived on
the Preduce of their Farms, and
paid their Rents in Kind ; there
were but few Sharers in the Money,
becaufe but few took Pains to ace
quirea Matter of which they fcarce
knew the Ufe, and even then in this
Infancy of ours; he computes that
600,000/ Was the Sum neceflary to
drive the Trade we were poflefled of,
See P. 73. Polis Anatomy : In this
Time, I fay, we were but juft fec-
ting out, our Wind was untainted,
our Sinews f{trong, and our Courfe
therefore fwift. The Example of
one thriving Craftfman induced a
hundred perhaps to Induftry ; for
there were Hands enough idle, and
this is the Reafon why the Increafe
of the Value of our Capital, was
fwifter than that of England inthe
faxne 41aft of Time 3 but now our
Hands are employed, ’cis only by
pru-
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prudent ' Regulations of our Trade
and Induftry, by a watchful Eyeto
our Exports and Imports, that no-
thing noxious fhould be received,
and nothing iflue ‘which detained,
is yet capable of greatér Improve-
ments from Art and Labeur : ’tis on-
ly from thefe and the Encreafe of
our Inhabitants, that we have any
Reafon to expe€t an Enereafe of
Wealch far the future.

But as toour Capacity of bearing
greater Taxes from {uch an Encreafe
of our Capital Stock, I muft obferve
(as I have already done in one of my
former Papers) that whenever a Na-
tion in general has loft the Ballance
of Trade, or (to fpeak more 1n the
common Phrafe) whenever their
Expence exceeds their Income, from
that Minute they begin to return to
Poverty and Indigence, and that,
(in the Cafe of a People in general)
not in the flow Manner they acqug

red



(85

red their Riches, butallof a {ud-
den ; the Ballance of our Lofs muft
be paid 1n Money ; and if 2 Million
of Money circulating in our Coun-
try, is what gives a high Price to
Land, and all our other Commodi-
ties, what wou’d be the Cafe if we
fhou’d ceafe to gain by Trade even
for one Year? the very Rents of
our Outliers for that Year, paid ouc
of our circulating Cafh, wou’d fur-
prifingly. reduce the Value of our
Capital ; Buc to put the. Queftion
in Figures, | If 1,000,000L circula-
ting Cafh, raifes, the Value of Zre-
land to 56,000,000/ " what will the
Lofs of 500,000% reduce it to ? and
if vice verfa 500,000/ of that Sum;;
which'is now annually dfain’d away
by Outlyers, were fpent at jhome,
and fuffer’d to circulate‘and diffufe
it {elf amongft our Manufactures
and working People ; then indeed ¥
wont fay buc wemight be able (more

S
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effectually than ‘we can at prefeht)
to thow that Zeal with which our
Hearts have long glowed for the Ho-
nour ' of 'His facred Majefty, for
His illuftrious and Royal Famlly _
and for the Safery and Welfare of
Grmt-Bntmm 1n general 3 but tlll
then, ‘we have only our Withes to
add to 2Load of Taxes tunder which
nothing' buc fuch aglowmg Zeal
could fupport us. " -

And fow; Sir, it will be; pro;)er
to confider what oiir Scituation, in
tefpect” to’ the general Ballance of
Trade may be and this leads me to
an Anticipation of your ‘laft Ob]e-
¢tion, which falls I think more pro-
perly here, ‘than ] in Order as_you
haveput'ic.” .

And firft, Sir; Tmuft explam to
you a lictle Tab}e which is at the
End of ‘my Effay which I fear I
did not do before or at-leaft did

not do in fo fulla Manner asI ought.
That
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Thit “Table, Sir, is an Abftract
from the Cuﬂom-Houfe Books, of the
Exportatlons and Imporcasions. of
Ireland, for the Year ending Lady-day
1725, accérdmg to che felling Price
in our Markets, and you may rely

upon the Authontyof 1f,
By that Table our Exportations
are 1,053, 782/ and our Imporraci-
ons 819,76 14, which makes the Bal-
lance in our Favour at the felling
Pricein ouf Markets, only 23 4,02 A
and you may fay cherefore, by what
kmd of Anthmcuck €21 500,000
bepzud by : 234,02 (0? Tthue&xo,
1S unaniwcr ble, unIe[s you  wiil
havc Re pur e t0 the Rules, fetdown
in the Beginning of my Effay, fox
the ﬁatmgof our. publick Accouuts.
You w.tl'l be Ppleafed. to obferve
then, Sir,:that the aboye 234,021/,
is the Ballance only at the, felling,
Price mol{i’r‘Ma:ket and thac fome.

Sum or other muft be fixed upon as
C | 2
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a reafonable Medium,, at, which to
eftimace the Meichants Freight, Ex-
pence and Profit; or elfe we Ihafl ne-
ver truly ftate the Account. 1 have
faid that in England that Sumi’ is ge-
nerally eftimated at 257 per Cent.
but Tam far from fixing dogmatical-
ly upon that Sum ; 1 only faid, per-
haps it may be pretcy near thar Sum
here 5 and tho” what you® have ob-
ferved rtouching the Eaft-India, Af-
rican, and Levan: Trddes, which we
fhare bur lictle in, feems to be a very
great Weight in the Account ;3  yet
if we confider the Difference in our
Intereft of Money (which is an E-
vilof the firlt Concoétion) and the
Cheapnefs of our Navigation, the
fow Price at homeof the Commodi-
ties exported by usy and che Price had
for them at Market ; and if you will
confider at the fame time how {mall
a Proportion the Sums employ’d in
thofe Trades, are 1n refpect to che

eX~
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extended Com'mcrcc" of England in
general, ‘T can’t think we have Rea-
fon to dedu&t any thing from the 2§
per Cent. for as to our Weft-India Trade,
it 1s quite out of the Cafe, and ru-
ther makes againft,than for your Ob-
fervation, becaufe the Difficulties
under which we lic in that Trade,
muft neceffarily raife our Merchants
Expence above the Englifh Mer-
chants ; but fuppofe however, thue
22 per Cent. may be a reafonable Mc,
dium, at which to eftimate the Mer-
chants Freight, Expence and Profi,
and fuppofe that one half of the
whole Trade is managed by Natives,
then the Account will {tand chuns,

2 Exported
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Exported at the feling}, | & .
Price in our. Marketq, 1,055,78;
to the Value of of e
To which we muf’c add Yeag
“ 22l perCent for the|]
| Frelghr, Expence and} i
Profic, of that half > 115,916
thereof, ‘which 1s tran-}
falled by our felves, |
or about | ek syl
And then our ExPorts'{
*will fefl for > e 369 8
But our Imports {ell at
our Markets for ¢ 8 99761
‘And from rhis we muﬁJ
s dedu& 22 per Cent, for
the Freight, Expence,| .
and Proﬁr, of {fo much ¥R RS
as we tranfall our
L‘;lvcs,' or about
Then our Imports will)
: ﬁani us in \ J?' 729’588
Which leaves for ourl
‘\Iarvcnal CJamYearly > 4409“0

‘But

4.6
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But if ' we pay ourOutlyers annu-
ally 6005000. then ourcirculating
Cath muft be Yearly diminithed
159,890, which 1s a very melancholy
Story, and far from inviting our
Neighbours to a new Taxation,ought
to be a Warning to our Nobility and
Gentry to {pend a Part of their Rents
at Home, before an unavoidable Ne-
ceflity obliges them to a conftant Re-
fidence. | ‘

. Thas, Sir, was a Secret I did not
care to difclofe till a fitcter Opportus-
nity, had not your Obfervations on
-amy Papers, made it neceffary in my
own Defence ;and I hope our Friends
t’other fide the Water will take the
proper Notice of it; and in Time
procure us an Eafein thofe Branches
of Trade, which don’t clath with
their own,in order to furnith us with
‘an Opportunity to labour {uccefsful-
ly for them, and be fhill infcrpmeni
o tal
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~tal 'in the Grandeurand Profperity
of Great Brittain, rIONGI

I muftday, Sir, that there is fcarce
any one Article of our Bufinefs, re-
quires fo micea Scrutiny as'the very
Matter we havebeen treating of ; for
it the Freight, Expence and - Profit,
is rated at too high a Medium, we
then greatly deceive our{elves, and
(by imagining a greater Treafure than
we really poflefs) run perhaps, either
into a {upine Neglett of our Affairs,
or an Expence which our Trade is
not able to bear ; whilft the ftriking
too low a Medium on the t’other
hand, either in the general Trade of
the Nation, or in that of particular
Branches thereof, may) throw usin-
to a Defpair as dangerous, or lead us
into wrong Judgments, with Relation
to our particular Trades ; {o that,
Sir, the Matter requires a very ferious
Difcuflion, and it will be proper {in
order to form a right Judgment there-

on}—
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on) carefully to infpe: the Cufformss
houfe Books, = to know how much of
our Trade is manag’d by Natives,
and how much by Foreigners, what
Irifb Built Shipping and what Fos
reign, or even Engli/b Shipping, . are
employ’d in each particular Branch
of Trade; ‘what Freight, ' Expence;
and Profit, may reafonably, be al-
low’d en each Branch ; and. when
that is done, a Medium may foon
be ftruck, on which we may fafely
rely ; and in this, Sir, as well as in
_all other Branches of our Trade and
Induftry, your Afliftance, and thag
of all the Gentlemen of my Coun-
try, 1s earneftly defired, by a Line
to be left at Mr. George Ewing’,
Bookieller in Dame’s- reety for the
Author of Seafonable Remarks ; and
{uch Advice.and Afliftance fhall grate-
fully be acknowledg’d to the Publick,
As to that Parc of your Paper,
which refle€is on my Calculation of
the
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the French Trade, give me leave, déd
Sir, to advife youto a better Confi-
deration of it : our Cuftom-houfe Books
are the beft Informatlon we can have
of our Exports and I ports ; ’tis by
them I govern’d my'felf; nd until
Smuglers are p}ea{ed to give us an E-

mne runmng
of Goods, ‘thete ‘can 'bet 1o better
Gtiide ; but éverr in that cafe, pra
'conﬁder on what fide the Ballanf”e
would fill bes
' T believe it will be proper before I
conclude 'this Paper, to explain the
Miftake, into which the Courie of
Exchange has'led you, ~ -

In the Dealings between oneCoun-
try and anothery fo long as their
Trade is on an equal Ballance, that is
to fay, whilft the Commodities ex-
changed are of equal Value, {0 long
will the Exchange of Money be on

the Par ; becaule Men may always
. e ‘be
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be found who wou’d maké the Ex-
change for their own Conveniency.

But when one Country requires
imore Wares froni the ocher, than is
{ufficient to pay the Ballance of cheit
Dealings,their Surplus muft be paid
for in Money, and the Receiver of
the Money having no Occafion to
lay ouc this Surplusy is under a Ne-
ceflicy to draw it home ; buc being
loath to rifque the Dangers and
Troubles of the Carriage, he pet-
haps looks out fora Perfon; who has
fo much at Home in his own Couns
try, and makes ad Exchange with
him, and the Difference exacted on
the Exchange is what we call Ex-
change. _

Now, Sit, thé mutual Lofs and
Gain of Nations, has for the above
Reafon made the Exchange of Mo-
fiey a diftiné€t Trade ; and the Ex-
changer therefore makes ic his Bufi-
- nefs todifcover the Difadvantage or
' D Gan




(26)

Gainof all Countries, with refpect
to each other, and accordingly fends
out his Money to cne Parc of the
World, from thence to amother,
where perhaps ’tis as much wanted,
and fo travels 1t in-a Cirele of ; Gainy
till he draws ic Home from fome
Country, to which his 1s Lofer, in
order to fend it out on other Expe-
ditions.. - 5 @ |

And the Merchant often taking
Example by him' (when his Occafi-
ons require a ; Sum of Monéy ina
Country, to which, the direct Exs
¢hange from his,wou’d be at a great
Difadvantage) orders his Affairs {o,
as to conyey it to a fitting Station,
from whence to remit it with Gain
to the Place where his Occafions re-
quire it, | |

But the French Merchant finding
that Ireland is Lofer by noneof its
Dealings, or at leaft not in fo great
a Degiee as in that with Englandy |
Ta) _When-. :
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“whenever he has Occalion for our
"Comﬁ'rbdmes takes care to have
provided 1n London fo'much as will
anfwer our Demands for them, and
from thence remits us our Debt with
confiderable'Advantage to himfelf ;
and this"' is" the R éafon, Siry why
there is'fcarce any Remittances made
directly frem France to Ireland,

Give me leave, er to wonder
that ‘a’ Perfon fo well verfed in the
Affairs of ‘our Country, and fo fan-
guine in its Caufe, fhould difgunife
our Number of Inhhbltants that
is'2a Wealch which our Nexghboms
the tother fide of the Water wont
- willingly take from us’; for we who
{tay at home are poor, and not worth
the feeking after 3’ but as it may be
impoffible to make any tolerable po-
litical Computation, " either of our
Strength to repel Injuries, or to af-
{ift our Friends ; andas'no certain
Eftimate can be made either of our

¥ S Ex-
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Expence or Superlucration, withoue
firft arriving at fome tolerableKnow-
ledge of our N umberc I thall make
bo]d to give you the be[t LightsIcan

;herexn
There were returned by the
Hearch-money Collectors in the Year
ending Lady-Day 17265 374,286
Houfes, paying Quitt-rent over and
above Cerufy’d Houfes, Colleges,
Hofpirals and Barracks, which at an
Allowance of fix Souls to a Houfe,
may be equivalent in this Calcplati-
on to 42,381 Houfes, and that
makes the Number of Houfes inall
416,667, towhich if we allow a
Medium of fix Souls to the Houfe,
our Inhabitants muft be about
24500,000, and conﬁdermg the pro-
hhck Conftitutions of our Country
Folks, and the early Age at which
they intermarry, Iam very {ure, Sir,
you will agree with me, that 81x to
a

4



"
¥

(29)

a Houfe is net an extravagant Al-

lowance. |
I confefs,  Sir, I am indebted to
Books as well as to Converfation, for
a great Parc of my Knowledge in
Trade, neither do I think it 2 Re-
proach to me, toown, that I have
tor fome Years turned my Thoughts
that way, 1n order to be of Service
to my Country ; andIown, alfo,
that my chief Defign in the lictle
Papers, which you have animadver-
ted upon, was to lead the landed
Gentlemen of my Country into an
Enquiry after that fort of Know-
ledge : But I hope in all I have faid
on the Subject, I havenot in any
meafure derogated from the Honour
and Regard which I know is due
to Merchants ; I have indeed faid,
that it would be well for the landed
Men if they could judge for them-
felves, without giving up to the Di-
pectiops of particular Traders,whofe
| In-
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Incereft” might ‘probably be'a Bidfs
upon their Judgments, but far ffom
-m]ul'ng the: Science‘o or rVOCﬁtfon of
a Merchant in general. '~ Would ‘not
‘my Rxhortation ‘to'gn’ Enquiry into
thc Knowledge of Trade," if it were
followed,’ foon' let thelanded Men
underf’cand how great 4 Part of their
‘Wealth “anid fwelling'R ent-folls is
due to 'them'? Would it'not '{foon
convince them, ‘thata greater Share
of ‘Honour and Acknowledgment is
due'‘to’ Merchants,  than' to many,
‘who " boafting-a lon ‘Sticceflion of
titled" Aneefors, ‘are’ themfelves a
Load ‘apon'the Land ‘whieh they

poflefs,”and 2 dead Draity upon that
Wealth ‘which the others labour to
fupply and encreafe, "

- ‘Upon'the whole Matter, Slr,
whether you be a Merchant ora lan-
ded Gentleman, T can’t but fay,your
Obfervations have given me a fenfi-
ble Pleafure, and Fam not athamed
, (0
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to own the Satisfaction I have, to.
think that nocwichftanding all the
Offence you took to a Speculative or
Book Knowledge, you did not. how-
ever, make onc Objection againft
any of the Axioms or Rules, which.
I have fet down in my Effay, for the
Government of Trade, or the fta-
ting our Accounts ; neither againit
any other Part of my lictle Tracts,,
but thofe which I have hereby en-
deavoured to explain to you : But
however pleafed I may beat this
your Silence, I give you my Word,
Sir, I fhall be much more fo, when-
ever you convince me of any Error
or Miftake, that I have committed ;
for I am a fincere Loverof Truth,
and of my Country, and always, Sir,

Your moft obedient Servant.

EINLIS
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