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BEAN] Have often obferved,
&l that Authors who af-
fume to them{elves the
U ek greateflt Air of Gravi-
tyand Wifdom, are the moft apt to
{leep over their Paper ; whether in-
deed it be,  that Gravity and Solem-
nity are fo near a-kin to dofing, that
they incline all thofe who are over
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(iv)
much affe&ed with them, to afort
of Ravery or Dreaming ; or whe-
theritbe, that fuch Perfons aflume
to themfelves, a Privilege of fay-
ing little to the Purpofe, I'can’t ex-
actly tell, bnt fo indeed have I and
youtoo, no doubt (curious Reader)
often found it; but what a provp-
kipg thing it is; afterall, Sir; when
an’ honeft inquifitive’ and ‘curious
Perfon has lay’d out a whole Shilling
upon a Title Page, to find not one
Word in the Book relating toit?

I have confiderd this Matter
therefore, Reader; 1have ferioufly
weigh'd it, and find it all a moit
damnable Impofture, for which
Reafon T am determin’d not to fill
you unfairly with Expeftation, but
to tell you honeftly, that this little
Book isa little Book Jzzle to the Pur-
pofe, in Anfwer toa lefs Book Zefs to
ihe Purpofe . So keep your Money
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_or lay_-it out ’tis all one to me, forl
am determin’d not to cheat you of
your Six-pence. ‘

But now youwill fay, what a fur-

Iy Dog this is, not to giveus any one
Item of the Matter he intends to
treat of 2. Is aReader thusto be fory-
ed,wholays out his Money to fupport
aPack of poor Dogs that write from
their Garrets, and cannot live with-
outus? Why faith my Friend, the
Truth on’t is, you Readers are
grown moft damnable fancy, and
like the modern Epicures; never (it
down with any Satisfaction to 2 Ta-
ble, unlefs you have firft 2 Bjl] of
Fare. Butfuppofe I fhould bite you
for once now, and tell you, that
you were to be entertain’d with 2
Difth of Trade and Commerce, de-
licately fectened to your Palates
with doublerefin'd Politicks ? Oy
{uppofe 1 {hould promifeyou a whole

Tea-pot
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Tea-pot full of Scandal, or a Fri-
cafy of Love Adventures, tofs’d up
with Coxcombs and Palats 2 Could
“you be fo uncon{cionable toimagine
I thould debafe the Dignity of my
Fun&ion, and defcend fromthe high
Privilege and Prerogative of a mo-
dern Author, fo very much as to
perform miy Promife 2 No, no,
fuch things might do well enough a
Century or two ago, when Learning
was young and wanted to go to
School, butin thefe our Days, when
Men are grown toe wife to trouble
their Heads with Knowledge, and
when a good Title Pageand a gilt
Back is all that’s fought for, who
but a Mad-man or a Fool wowd put
himfelf to the Drudgery of keep-
ing up to his T'ext, OBE
. .Wherefore, gentle Reader, pray

excufe me : 1f you be aMan of Senfe,

read on and fee what Tam: If a
Fool,
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Fool, I feek neither your Money
nor your Praife ; for the Praifes of a
Fool like a foul Mop, dirty always

more than they clean, and{o fare-
wel,

P. §. Thad almoft forgot to tell
you, that this was wrote inDecessbesr
laft, but upon confidering how ill
the Almanack-makers manage their
Affairs, who might be very certain
in their Accounts of the Weather,
had they not publifhd their Alma-
nacks before their due time: I de-
termined to be warn’d by them, and
wvoid the Hazard of (o fhort-liv’d
L Falthood, by keeping my little
Book by me until the Event had
oroved its Truth,

V. B. Thave annex’d hereto the
Paper lefs tg the Purpofe, that you

may
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may the better judge of.theTA;éﬁ; :

T

—

ment , and if you be minded to -
take things in their proper Order, -
you muft read that fir{t: It begins

Page 57.




RefleGtions, &%

§ 1R,

ISRPEGIH EN you did me the Favour
@’@? O of your Obfervations on m[_y
;§ Sealonable Remarks, I was{o

N

2| fond to believe you a Perfon

WAL of tolerable Knowledge in

commertial Affairs, that I attributed the
many abfurdities of your Paper to anun-
inform’d, tho’ commendable Zeal for the
publick Good ; and in my Reply there-
fore, I not only cleared up thofc Points
which feem’d too intricate for your Com-
prehenfion, andthatin the gentleft man-
ner I could form to my {felf, butinvited

ou allo to a private Correfpondence
through the Hands of Mr. Ewing, the
Editor of thefe Papers ; and furely if you
had any Defignto hﬁvc the Truch honeft-

ly
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ly and fairly ftated, you could notwifh
for a better Opportunity than by canva-
{ing the doubtful Matters with the Au-

thor himfelf in a particular Converifation,
to conclude joyntly with him on what
was really the Sate of our Cafe, and the
Ncans fit to bepurfued by the Common-
wealtlf, in'ofder to the publick Good:
But you, Sir, were {o fond of fhewing
your Parts in Print, chat you wou'd not
accept of my Invitation, and taking to
your Affiftance theill grounded Jealoufy
Which was induftrioufly fomented againit
the fuppofed Author of myPapers, by the
‘reftlefs Malice ‘of his Enemies, you
endeavour’d in a moft difingenuous man-
per toinfinuate,  thatmy Endeéavours for
‘the Welfare of my Country were the re-
yesfe of what they feem’dtobe; thatmy
whole Drift and Defign was to bring Tax-
esuponmy Country, and to plunge it ftill
“deeper'in an Abyfsof Want and Mifery ;
“and this you did with an Air of Know-
‘ledge fo difproportion’d to your real Un-
derftanding and Ca‘%acity: an Airfo like
“that in which Mr. ‘Dryden is reprelented
“underthe Armour of Homer, by the in-
genious Author of the Battle of the
“Books, thatinftead of being provoked by

your inervate Malice, your Paper would
: have

—nw—q,i
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have liin fot ever ne%‘leéted, had I not
found in it foemething ridiculous enough to
recommend it asa Subje& for the Amufe-
ment of a Melancholy, which has tfor
{ome time been growing upon me. -
To begin therefore with your little
retty Paper, Sir, as youmoftingeniouf-
fy obferve ¢ Thdt you may be a Mer-
«¢ chant or 4 landed Gentleman, orboth,
¢ and yet thar you maybeneither the one
““ northeother.” Soindeed youmay be
an Enemy to Speculative or Book Know-
ledge, ortoboth, and yet you may per-
Haps be an Enemy neither to the onenor
the other; but if my Opinion upon the
Matter, may be of any Weight, I really
believe you have a moft implacable Aver-
fionto every thing thatrelates toBooks
for I have often made it my Obfervation,
that Meh have been veryapt to conceive
Prejudices againft things, for no other
Reafon, than that they were Strangers
to them, andignorantof their Virtues.

I'have heard a Story that has made me
very merry, and yetitmay not have the
fame Effect upoti you, - tho’ you fhall have
it every bit «s cheap. -

You know, Sir, it is very common,
for People who have no Merit of their
own, totake Advantage of fome general

' B & Calamity,
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Calamity, and by feigning themfelves fel--
low Sufferers with the Publick, to ingage
the AffeGtions of a whole Party. Thus
the Beggars of our Country in France
(let the Caufe of their Abfence be what it
will) make Reprizals upon the Abfentees
of that Country, by attributing their.
Misfortunes to religious Grievances ; thus
all the modern Bankrupts lay the Fault of
their Mifcarriages on the South Sea, tho’
perhaps they never ventuted aPenny init :
And thus a certain Perfon who has truft
himfelf intoa Debate, thinksto carry off
his Ignorance, by hisappearance of Zeal
for the Welfare of Ireland, tho’ he
knows nothing at all of the matter, and
isunable to jué’ge of a Point of much lefs
Importance: Pardon all thofe out of the
way Similes, dear Sir, But to conclude
them for this time, even juft{o it was with
a certain ingenious E#glifbman, foon af--
ter the Revolution : Heitfeems, had by
a vaft deal of Affiduity and Pains, bred
upa littleMareto do {everal ingenious out-
of-the-way Tricks; fhe could play feve-
ral Gamesat Cards, tell what a Clock it
was with her Hoof, and without Difpa-
ragement to any oody, could on view of
an Account tell on which fide the Bal-
lance lay, as well as a certain Perfon has
done,

- —— .i
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done, inthe Article of the French Trade,
with feveral other Curiofitiesstoo tedious
to be here inferted. But all this was not
enough : on his arrival ar Rome he judged
it intirely neceffary, in his Application
to a certain [7#/b Father of fome Note, to
{ay in a merry manner, that his lictle Mare
and he were Jacobites, forc’d to feek their
Bread in foreign Parts, in order to avoid
thefeverity of the Conquerors at home ;
adding withal a Requeft, that he might
obtain Leave from the College of Cardi-
nals to fhew. The good natur’d Father
with all his Eloquence, pleaded for his
banifht Fellow-fufferer, and that with {o
much Succefs, that he obtained the Leave
hedefired. The little Engli/b Mare per-
form’d ro the Admiration of all BeEol-;
ders, and to the great Gain and Emolu-
ment of her Mafter ; but Sights of this
kind have all of them their Run, Sir; and
the time was come when fhe was no longer
a Curiofity at Rome.

My poor Englifoman having proved
the Succefs of the Father’s R ecommenda-
tion at Rome, made Application to him
for others, to fome of ﬁis Acquaintance
in Portugal, whicher he nextintended ta
fteer his Courfe: The Father complied,
and interefting himfelf very much in his

B 3 Affairs,
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Affairs, gave him LetterstohisF riendsat
Lisbon s andthe Englifoman not doubt-
ing of awarm Reception, on the Recom-
mendation of fo good a Man, went off
with as much Satisfaction, as if he.werea
Sharer in the Plate Fleet, and was jufk
going to take his Dividend. But Fortune
is ever varying : That which wasa Diver-
fion at Rome was a grave Matterat Lis-
bon ; and the poor Man had no fooner de-
jivered his Credentials, ‘but the Marc and
he were examined; and baving taken
much Pains during the Journey to inftruct
her, fhe unforrunately perform’d to a
Wonder. Ignoranceis a firange thing,
Sir! thefe People not able to conceive
how aBrute could act in a manner fo pecu-
liar to rational'Beings, concluded imme-
diately fhe was a Witch; the betrer fhe

performed the worle fhe was thought of,

and the Matter making a great Noife in
the Town, the Officers of the Inquifiti-
on were foon apprifed of it: The Mare
was fummon’d before them, ‘where after
a long Hearing, infpight of all the Vows
and Execrations of the Owner, fhe was
condemned to be burntfora Witch, and
the poor Englifbmanhad the Mortificati-
on tofee himfelfin oneMoment robbed by
their Ignorance of that which it was per-

j | haps,
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haps, the Bufinefs of. his whole Life to
bring to Perfe¢tion. The Story is much
longer, but however (begging you to call
to mind Rochfaucor’s Story of the Pup-
pets in Switzerland) 1 ihall only add,
that it was the Opinion of all difcreet Peo-

le, who have confidered at all of the
R/Iat_-ter, that had the wife Officers of the
Inquifition known the Mare tobereall
what fhe was, that s, apoor little Engli/p
Mare, and no Witch, they never would
have condemned her to be burnt; and
now, Sir, to make the Application, I
can’t for my part help thinking, but that
all your Rants againft Speculative, or
Book Knowledge (to ufe a Phrale you
your {elf are fo very fond of) proceeds
from the fame Principle, and thatif you
had been a lictle better acquainted with
Books, you would not haverun into half
thofe Paffions againft them ; for which
Reafon I will makebold, with your leave,
Sir, togive youmy Seatiments upon the
Macter. ,

You muft know then, Sir, that Specu-
lative and Book Knowledge, are two very
different Things ; a Man may be fpecula-

_tively knowing withour the Affiftance of
Books, as you bave greatly Jhewn your
felf nthefe elaborate ﬂgzﬁourfe.r of

B 4 YOUrS ;
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yours s and a Man may write Books with-
out any Speculative Knowledge, as you
“have alfo fhewnin thevery fame elaborate
Difeourfes; bur as youmoft ingenioufly
oblerve, to make the proper ufe of cither, a
found Judgment isavery neceffary thing,

and 1 could wifh you had one witg allmy
Heart, for then you would have faved
me the Trouble of turning Plagiary, and
telling youin your own Words, ¢ You
¢ know, Sir, there have been Men who
¢ have wrote on Subjeéts which they
‘¢ themlielves did not fully comprehend.”
As for the ingenious Author of the
Defenceof the Conduét of Ireland, whom
I muft ftill callfo, tho’ you make free with
him under the familiar Appellations of
Doctor, and Chymift : 1 muft reckon it
amongft my Misfortunes, that I have not
the Pleafure of his Acquaintance; and
much more, that he did not condefcend
to obferve upon my Papers ; for fo difcern-
ing a Judgment as his, andfo extendeda
Knowledge in Commerce, would eafily
{eparate the Tares from the Wheat, and
giving a Sanéion to what was ufeful,
would leave no room to doubt of thofe
Faults which he condemned ; for howe-
ver you may unfairly infinuaté to the con-
trary, I affure you, Sir, I c}eﬁre no Fa-
" 1 vour
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vour, for my Papers, they are defigned
for the Improvement and Welfare of my
Country ; in which I fhall always reckon
my felf fo greatly interefted, that any
 Favourthewn to them, inMatters where-
in I may be erroneouns, fhall always be ac-
counted rather Injuries, than Favours to
me, for I fhould not pretend to write on
the Affairs of my Country, had I not
made truth the End of myEnquiry : Go-
ing by any other Rule, would not be to
ferve, but to injure my Country, and
‘thatis far from me to defign; {o I pray,
good Sir, you may be pleafed to rake
_bzck the ‘¢ fantorInepte,” fora Perfon

‘whom it will fit much better.
You are pleafed, Sir, to compare
*¢ Speculative or Book Knowledge, to
‘“ the Theory of Navagation, in which
¢ one (youfay) may acquire a perfect
¢¢ SKkill, but without pra&tice he will be
““ at a Lofs to know, what happens
¢¢ inthe Deep” : Indeed, Sir, youmay be
‘avery honeftandayvery good Dealer, for
ought I know, butI affure you that go-
ing to Sea. is one thing, and judging of
Waysand Meanswhereby a Nation may
grow rich in Trade is another: The
firft may be done without any Specula-
tve or Book Knowledge, but the laft
| ' - re-
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requires a found Judgment, and a dii-
cerning Reafon, together with a Specu-
larive and Book Knowledge, ‘much
more than a Knowledge of what happens
in the Deep, which I always ‘thought
Diving was the fureft Way to attain. '

But if the Truth were known, Sir,
there may be a more dangerous Ar-
tifice in all thisrant of yoursagainft Book
Knowledge and Political Arithmetick,
than occurs at firft Sight, - andlike a Con-
juror that makesuife of hard Words, and
aukward Geftures, “to amufe the other
Senfes, whilft he imp oles on the under-
ftanding ; It is poffible, that you only
cry up the Poverty of Ireland to per-
{wadeus, thattheDrain for Qutliers can-
not befo greatasI make it; and then cry
down Books and Political Arithmetick,

1eft by their Affiftance we fhould be able

to difcover how grofly you would im-
pofe upon us. ' " .5 0k
Now, Sir, Truth is-drawn naked, be-
caufe really the naked Truth iscbeft ; and
itis perhaps from hence, that People who

fay “‘more Prayers than is common, arc

fa
by thofe merrily difpofed, faid tobe, the
moft likely to defign upon their Neigh-

bours; Ihave my felf been affured by

Lady of great Credit, that whilft he
was rapped up in afecret admiration of the
_ Piety
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Picty and Zeal of aPerlon, that kneel’d
juft by her in Church at Paris, he was
at the fame time picking her Pockets ; for
heit feems had two pair of Hands, one
Artificial, which were conftantly Lf
ted up to Heaven, and the other Natu-
ral, which were funk down to the very
Bortom of her Pockets : And indeed,Sir,
this isthe pratticeof all Political, as
wellas natural Juglers and Pick-pock-
erLs.

" Now.,Sir, I am for none of thele fincffes
or fhams, T think our Cafe fo miiera-
ble, that we may very fairly own it,
without -becoming the Object of any
ones Envy; for if ourGain in the Year
1725 was, aslftateitin my Reply, 440-
110/. on the Article of Trade, and if
welent out annually 600,000 . for Out-
liers, that made usLofers annually 159-
890/ this Lofs on our accounts muft
every Day throw us farther back; and
jthas had that Effe& already, if we may
rely on your account of the Cuftom-
Houfe Books for 1727, which makes us
at ourHome-fellingPrices 12000 /. Lofers
For that Year ; for thatis 146,021 /. worle
than we were in 1725, and confequent-
Iv 405,911 /. inthe whole account, but
you,Sir, weuld amufe us by {aying thatwe

arc
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are poor, and could not furvive fuch a
Drain; Itcertainly follows well enough,
thatif wehave nothing, our Neighbours
can get nothing from us ; but does it
not follow every bitas well, that if Ex-
gland gets very confiderably, by every
Increale of our Trade and Induftry, it
isthe Intereft of Eugland, tofupportand
cherilh us in thofe Branches, which
don’t clath with their own? It certainly
does; and pray now, Sir,whichReprefenta-
tion of our Affairsis moft likely to ferve
us, that whichfhews that no Indulgence
in Trade can make England the better
for us, or that which demonftrates the
Advantages that might arife to E:ggland
from inlarging our Commerce and che-
rifhing our Induﬁr;' ¢ We have made ufe
of the former for iome Ages, andareno-
thing the better; for I don’t think ir
is common with our Neighbours to part
with much on the icore of Compa(i?on,
withouta little mixture of felf Intereft:
I amfure it is at leaft, a Virtue that we
in Ireland, don’textol them over much
for ; pray then why may we not try
what the truth will do, and thew them
that the only Method they have left, to
%{.lin any thing by us, is to inlarge our

rade, and incourage our Induftry, i"ea{l‘;

uc
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{fuch a dead Lofs, upon the Ballance of
our Accountsas we now fuffer, thould in
a fhort time reduce us, to theé circumftan-
ces we were fome Years ago in, when the
Revenues of Ireland were not fufficient
todefray its own Eftablifhment,and when
England was forc’d annually to fend o-
ver Sums of Money to make it out 2 You
can’t cafily imagine, perhaps what a
Change it would make, in the Complex-

ion of our Neighbours, if we were re-
duced to fuch aSrate of Poverty : But I
hope they will timely refle&t upon it, and
confider that if their Gain by Ireland
is truely ftated, in my Seafonable Re-
marks, and hasbeen {0 great an Ingredi-
ent to {upport their Grandure,andPort in
Ewrope, asl have there endeavoured to
demontftrate; the confequence of reducing
us to Poverty will be, thatwe can no lon-
ger contribute to their Grandure and -
Wealth, but muft become a Load, a Bur-
then, and a Blemifh to both: Let them
think of the Farmer, that over loaded
his beft Afs till he broke its Back, and
rendered it intirely ufelefs; and let them
think alfo of the Houfe-wife, who not
content with the daily Tribute of one
Egg from her Hen, but endeayouring to

make
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make it lay more, loft even the daily ‘T'ri
bute which{he wasufed topay. .- .

But to return, Sir, from what has been
faid, it followsIthink pretty plainly. that
you could not be {o grofsly out in your
way of Realoning, as I at firft fuppofed
you; andl have all this while been ex-
pofing y our.Underftanding; tohide your
Infincerity - For alas! what need was
there to infinuate, that1 agrandifed the
capital Value of ourStocks and to run into
fuch immoderate Paffions at my Papers;
onno orher Account, « than becdufel fay
welofe by Outliers annually 600,000 }?
are we not really more miferable,who are
nor able to live on fo largea capital Stock;
“and fo great an application to Induftry,
but who by an unfortunate IfTue of ont
Money, arein {pight of allour Induftry
reduced to Beggary ? Are we not morc
unfortunate,” 1 fay, on this view of our
Affairs thanupon yours which réprefents
usasa flothful unadive People, neither
éndeavouring to grow rich, ner capable
by any Indulgence; to be made uictul to
thefe, who claim a Power over us, and
have it in their Hands either to cramp Or
inlarge our Commerce ¢ In {hort the Que-
tion is, which is really the greaterObject

of our Compaflion: He that is {lothful,
uaac-

k4
t-
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unactive, poor, and out of Debt; or he
who tho’ poflefsed of a large and fair Ei-
tate, cuﬁivated_ and improved by the
careful Pains and Induftry of its Poffei-
for, is yet under fuch a heavy Load
of Debt which was heaped upon him,
by no mifmanagements of Eis own,
but by the Cruelty and ngrcfﬁon of his
Neighbours, thatheis reduced to thefad
Neceflity of begging, for the Affiftance
of thofe hard hearted Neighbours; to
make up the Ballance of the Debt he owes
them 2 It is eafy fure to tell who is the
greater Obje& of Compaffion, the firft
‘orthe laft; andhow wasitthen pofiible
you couldfo greatly err in your way of
Reafoning, astodiiguife ourtrue Circum-
ftances, for others much lefs moving, had
you notintended fomething befides the
good of poor Ireland ? *Tistoo true,Sir,
your whole Sketch ' muft have been to
lull us afleep, fromieeing or thinking of
the great and heavy Drain under which
we labounr’d, that the laft drop of ourBlood
might iffue before-we had Notice to ftop
it: But I hope the good People of Zre-
¢tand will not be charm’d by your In-
cantations, to ‘neglect a matter {o eflen-
tial to their very being, unlefs they be

gran-
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granted fome Inlargement to their Trade,
that may make them able ro fupportit.

Andnow, Sir, havihgfo happily dete-
&ed your wholeScheme,and laid your de-
form’d Infide before the Spectators,I will
be o free as to give youoné Word of Ad-
vicc: Whenever you would impofe upon
your Reader, never fall into {uch a vio-
lent Paffion ; a Part over acted is never
good ; I'havefeen a Thef detected, that
might have probably paffed well enough,
hag he not taken fo much more pains to af-
fert his Honefty , than he had occafion :
Whenever a Woman {ets up for an uncom-
mon fhare of Virtué, and envies with Se-
verity againft the Condu¢t of others, fhe
gives a violent occafion to fufpect her
own; evenfoit is with Writers, when-
ever they rail againft an Author, or a-
- ny Propofition in an Author, without
affigning a very good Reafon for{o doing,
‘Whenever without Regard to the Rules
of Decency, good Senfe or good Man-
ners, they arraign bis Integrity, and dog-
matically impongotionS oftheir own up-

on their Readers, it is immediately con-
cluded, thatthereisfomewhat at the Bot-
tom, fome Point to-be gained, which is
injurious to the Publick, and the reverle

of what is pretended to be aimed at.
Indeed
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Indeedlwon’tfay but it may fome-time
happen,thatan Author who meanswell,
may be {o unhappy asto be over-born
by his Paffion; but whenever that hap-
pensto be the Cafe, fuch an Author will
always be like a Boatfwain, who while
he looks one way, and tuggs ar his Oar
with all his might, is yet carryed the quite
Contrary 5 or like a Wedver dt his Beam,
who keeps liis Legs in conftant Motion,
and never ftirs out of the Place, ot (to
fteala Comparifon from a very ingenious
Gentleman) like the flyingHorfe at Tem-
ple-Bar, that is always capering, and
hever goes forward, or like a Taylors
Goole, hotand heavy.

— Mutato nomine, de te
Fabula naratur. .

Now Sir, be pleafed to let us ktiow,
upon what Account you with {o muchVe-
hemence difwade the Gentry of Ireland,
from 4 Speculative or Book-Knowledge,
in matters of Trade s and I will vénture to
fay; that if there be one Grain of good
Senfe, or publickSpirit on yourSide of the
Queftion; Iwillburn all my Books ; bur
till then excufe me if 1ledvein this Place,
the following Fragment, <¢ Laret An-
guisin terba” And o1 proceed, Sir, ta
the next Propofition in your Book, which

(' bk is,
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“is, thatthc Increafe of the Value of our
Capital from 9, to 56,000,000 * is
<« three times more, than the moft fan-
« guin Computers ever afferted the
¢« Wealth of the moft flourifhing Country
< in Europe, havebeen increaledin that
time,” (viz.) 52 Years, which (to let the
beauty and juftnefs of the Phrafe, pafs un-
reprov’d) in other Words is, that no
Country has doubled its ca ital Value in
s2Years.IsitnotSir?Tobe ﬁne itis; fora
third part of fix, is two as] takeit, confe-
quently your meaning muft be, to dou-
bleirsValue.

Now, Sir, giveme leave to treat you
for the prefent, asyouappear to be on firft
View, (thatisawell meaning, but igno-
rant Perfon) that I may be the more par-
ticular in my Demonftrations; for to iay
the truth, T am much fonder to believe
youfuch aPerfon than aWizard of any
Sort; and I affure you, when ever you
arepleafed to acknowledge your {elffuch,
I {hall be very willing to retract all that I
have fuppoled to the contrary.

" We muft firft then confider, that the
Increafe of the Value of our Capital, is
not cnly owing to our own Induftry and
Riches, but to that of our Neighboursal-

fo; forasa large uncultivated Common,
which
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which is the fame this Day, that it was
100 Years ago, mightfell however this
Day for ten rimes more Money, than it
would then, and that not from any ad-
ditional good Quality, which it acquired
in that tract of time, but from thelncreafe
of Wealth and Induftry in the adjacent
Countries ;3 So our Capital is not only
improved, by our own Induftry and La-
bour, butby that of our Neighbours al-
{o, which has brought a plenty of Mo-
ney into thefe Parts of the World, and
conlcquently raifed the Value of our
Lands in fome proportion with their own.
I confefs indeed, that this Rule won’t
holdinall Cafes: For a Man that fuffers
hisBrain torun-fallow, and negle&ts to
cultivate and improve it by the affiftance
of Books and Converfation, will be a
Foolaslong as he lives: Nay, every in-
creafe of Knowledge and Learning, a-
mongf{t his Neighbours, will throw him
yet further back ; {fo that tho’ he fhould
remain in the fame Degree of Senfibizliry,
in which he firfk fet outr, with relpect to
himfelf; yetinrefpe to the Learned a-
bout him, he will be much a greater Block-
head thanever. Andthis, Sir, isacon-
Sfideration, I would advife fome Men ta
Ponder well, before they undertake to
s S run

b
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run down the Credit of Speculative or
Lock Knowledge in the W orld.

An. having premifed this, I proceed to
thow how it gomes to pafs, that a Coun-
trv doubles irs value fafter, in the firft
Vears of its Induftry, than it can after.
Suppnie therefore a Millionof People li-
vine idly, on the fimple produce of the
Farch with only one induftrious Perfon a-
moncft them, and {uppofe that the good
Example of rhis finglePerfon, in the Com-
pals of oneY ear,induces ten of his Neigh-
bours to become like himfelf induftrious ;
there will then be amongft thefe Peo-
plc the fecond Year, eleven Examples, as
ailuring to Induftry as the firft, and if
thele work onthe Minds of their Neigh-
bours, with the fame proportion of Effi-
¢acy as he didon theirs, there will be the
third Y ear 121,{o that allowingthe fameE-
thcacy to goodExample ; in the following
Y cars, the whole People will be at Work,
in lefs than fix Years; But when all Hands
are imployed, the Increafe of Induf-
try can bear no propertion to that of the
foregoing Years, whenit washelped for-
ward by a daily Acceflfion of Hands; for
when all thePeople are at work, itis only
by aprudent Application of their Induftry
to iuch Branches of Bufinefs as are moft be-
-2 neficial,
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neficial, by becoming more affiduous in
their Bufinefs, and by a proper Regulation
of their Trade, that they can increafe
their Gain. i k' %
But you ma aps {ay, that this is
but a geer ﬁap%ffﬁioz?, th};t it is highly
improbable fuch an increafe of Induftry
could be, and fo proceed to find as many
Faults with this Suppofition, as youdid
with my Calculations in your former Pa-
pers; but I fhall only defire the Favour
ot‘rou, to take a Survey of our own parti-
cular Affairs, even from Sir #illiam Pet-
?y, and you will find by the flow In-
creafe of the Value of our Stock, from
1676. to 1728. when compared to its ra-
pid Increafe from 1653. ro 1676. that
there is fome Truth in the Account I give
of that Matterin my Reply.
It may perhaps clear the Point a little,
to let you know, thatin 1676. the whole
Manufa@ure beftow’d upon theE xports of
Ireland, did not exceafgn 000 /.in Value,
videPage9o. Political Anatomy, where-
as the exported Linen Manufa®ures of
1728.alone, exceeds in Value 300,000 Z
which is thircy feven times more; and
pray now,Sir, what wonder is it, if theCa-
pital which produces fuch an Increafe of
Gain on oneBranch only ofits Induftry,is
| | fix-
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{ix-fold more valuable than it was when it
produced on the Whole 37. times lefs.

- But you are pleafed to fay, << This is
¢ three times more than the moft fanguin
¢« Computer ever aflerted the Riches of
¢« the moft flourithing Country in Europe
*« have been increafed in that time.” In-
deed, Sir, youthew avaft deal of Pene-
tration and Judgment in ‘this matter, for
by your Quortations it appears plainly,
that you have read Sir Wzlliam Petty’s
Pob. Ar. and it appears plainly too, that
you have underftood and digefted him to
great Advantage; for Sir #illiam lays,
that in 1653. the whole Territory of /7e-
dand was worth to be purchafed 1000,0c0.
but that in 1676. it was worth to be pur-
chafed go00,000. vide/ Page21.and Page
113. of the{econd London Edition: This
was butin a Space of 23. Years, and yet
inmy Way of Calculation, hereis a Ca-
pital increas’d nine fold in that time: I
fear my Reader will be inclined to think
as I do, but you, Sir, will particularly
oblige us, if youlendusthe Rule where-
by you reduce it below a. two-fold In-
creafe, for it may be of fingular Service
tous, when we come to confider of our

Drain by Outlyers.

4

But
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- But you may perhaps fay, thar what
you mgltioned):)fl?ethe Ix)noﬂ:}i:anguin Com-
puters, was only in relation to the moft
flourifhing Countries, and not at all to the
purpofe of poor Countries; and indeed 1
muft do you the Juftice tofay, Ibelieve
you; forinboth your Papers, you have
faid many Things very little o the pur-
pole, and this may well be allow’d for
one of them.

You know, Sir, itis much eafjer to
make 1000 000. nine Millions, than to
make §6000000. §04 000 000. which is
but nine-fold 56 000 000. and the Reafon
is, that to double one Million requires a
Gain only of one Million; butto double
56000 000. requires §6. times a greater
Gain than the double of 1 660 000 which
is confequently §6. times harder to be
done, {o that your Sophiftry was extream-
ly cunning, in fixing upon the moft flou-
rifhing Countries as {low Doublers of their

- Value; but as we-have no manner of Ti-
tle to come within that Defcription, o1
think we are intirely out of the Cafe.

I'am fure I have wearied my Reader with
this long Difpute about nothing : This

ana Caprina Matter, tho’ I can’t really
venture to think I have yetiatisfied you,
for next to one that can’t hear, he is cer-

- tainly
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tainly deafeft that won’t hear, dnd this
Rule will hold for Underftanding every
bit as well. | |

Bur you fay that 1 defign to agrandife
the Riches of our Country, in order to
bring Taxes upon us. Good new, Sir,
how does that follow from any ThingI
havefaid ? if youhave a Million of Mo-
ney andowe two, I'll uphold it that you
are a Beggar {till, notwithftdanding your
Million, unlefs indeed youintend to plead
the Starute of Bankrupey ; and pray may
not this Rule holdof a Country as well as
of afingle Perfon ? tho’ we have this fair
Capital, tho’ we have Lands, and Indu-
ftry, and Manufactures, do we not owe
more than all our Earnings by 150000 /.
per Annum, vide Reply, andare we not
therefore Beggars ¢ poor miferable needy
Beggars! theFate of the Danaids alasis
ours!| weare continually labouring to fill
our Veflel, butitleaks fafter than we can
fill it: Thefe ill-natured cruel Outlyers;
thefeVipers thatdeftroy theMotherwhich
gave them Being, have pierced it with{o
many Holes, that it is now a meer Sive,
and leaks even our very Vitals through it.

This is the beft ofy our Cafe, even if
you condelcend ro allow my Calculation

in its whele extent, even to that very §6
Million
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Million which you hayefo greatly Quat-
relled with; forif we be in the Stare de-
{cribedin my Reply (to which I refer) a
few Years will bring us tonothing; and
is not this bad cnougE, without making us
Bankruptall at once ? S

Queft. Pray, good Sir, will not youal-
low us.one poor Year more to expirein 7
. Anfw. No, not one ; ¢ For we are
*“ Lofers by the Cuftom-houfe Books
““ forthe Year x727. 12000 /. our circuld-
‘¢ ting Cafhis but 500 ooo /. vide Obfer~
““ vations : Wepay annually to Outlyers

600000 /. and the Confequence from
thefe Premifes muft neceffarily be, that
¢ by Lady-day 1728. there will not one
““ Penny of Gold, Silver, or Brafs be
¢ left tocirculate in I7eland : All Rents
*“ muft be paid in Kind, all Dealings muft
““ be reduced to Barter, and we muft
¢ ¢ mortgage 112 000 /2. worthof our Ca-
¢« pital Stock to pay the Ballance of thefe
““ intolerable Outlyers. .

I muft confefs, Sir, you are very fe-
vere, and yet this muft be the Confe-
quence if youftate the Cafearight, butl
am in great hopes your Paffion made you
overlook a Figure or two in that Calcula-
tion, andthatthis vanifhing of our little
‘Stock will be put off for two or three

D

Years,
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Yeats, in which time it may pleafe God
to open either the Eyes of our Neigh-
bours, that they mgr {ec their own Inte-
reft, and inlarge our Commerce, to enable
us to fupport fo great a Drainin their Fa-
vour, or elle our own Eyes, that we may
in time. devife fome Means to allure thele
Fugitives back, or make them pay to-
wards the Support of their poor Country,
which they have reduced to Beggary, if
they, obitinately refiife our Calls.
Now, Sir, a very fhort time will fhew
if your Calculation be right or not, for if
‘you be right, all the Miferies above de-
cribed will be upon us in lefs than nine
Months : I fhall therefore omit any far-
ther Diquifition of the Matter, and leave
it to fo fthort a Time to determine of the
Truth of your Affertion; but before 1
have done with this Capital Matter, I
‘muft beg your Patience, till we confides
‘a liccle about the Value per Acre, which
you would impofc upon me as 6 5. 4 d. in
2 moft obliging Manner, and that with
a moft agreeable Compliment, in thefe
Words, viz. ¢ The Error (that is of
"« affesting the contrary) will appear to
¢ lye on your fide, in not comprehend-
« ing what you yeur fclf have wrote. 2
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T am afraid, Sir, you are not muchu-
fed to Rent-rolls, or you would readily
underftand what is meant by ‘a Valuation
of Land at four and fix pence per Acre,
Landlords Rent; and I will therefore ex-
plain it to yon in as few Wordsas I can.
TheWords of my Effay arc, < atprefent

‘“ (confidering the great Improvement of
¢« Lands, and the very favourable Sur-
¢ yey in gencral) the nine Millions of
¢« Acres, good arable Pafture and Mea-
¢ dow, may be worth at a Medium
‘¢ 4. 64d. per Acre, or2 025 Qo0 /. per
‘“ Annum, and his Majefty’s Quit-rents,
¢¢ the Tythes, and Tenants Improve-
‘“ ments, at a modeft Computation,
¢ 790870, per Aunum; Yo that with-
‘“ out making any Allowance for 1500-
* 000. Acresof Bogs, Woods, ©c. the
‘¢ Rents publick and privare arifing from
¢« the RG:E;1 is2 824870 L per Annum.

- Wegenerally value our Rents, Sir, as
they come clear to us. - There are but few
1 believe, thatr add to their Rent-rolls ; the
Quit-rent, Tythes, and Tenants Im-
provements, theleare other People’s Pro-
perties, and a Multitude are ro befupport-
edby them. It is known, Ibelicve, toal-
moft every Body that knowsany thing at
all of Ireland, that our Landiords Rent

S gl is
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ishigher, inproportion to our grofs Rent,
than that of any other of our Neigh-
bours, becaufe our Tenants are the moft
rack’d, and the moft miferable Wretches
in Europe: Do we not even begrudge
them their Potatoes and Water, and give
them the fhorteft Leafeswe can, thatwe
may every Day have it in our Power to
rack them clofer and clofer 2 Andisnot
this bad enough, Sir, but you would fain
robthem even of that, and add it to the
Landlords Rent 2 you may do what you
pleafewiththefe poor Wretchestobe fure,
Sir; but I canfcarcebelieve, that cither
the Crown or the Clergy will ever fubmit
to your Regulation; the former is every
Day incroaching more and more upon us :
SomePeople talk of Taxes extraordinary,
{0 that tisnot to be hoped, that theCrown
which is daily defiring, will readily
part with what it has already in its Hands ;
and as for the Clergy, every one knows
who has heard of the famous Statute of
Mortman, that they never part with
what they have once got into their
Clutches ; T am therefore very much afraid
Sir, yourProject will fallto the Ground,
and we muft be content with 4 5.6 4.perA-
cre, out of the 6 5. 4 4. notwithftanding all

your friendly Endeavours toferve us ; butl
| muft
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muft not omit however, in the Name of
all the Lay-Landlords of Ireland, as
well foreign as domeftick, to return you
our humble and hearty thanks, for a
Scheme{o greatly to our Advantage.
. But to return for the laft time, to this
felf fame Matter, and to do you Juftice
in all things, I freely and o;;ynly confels,
that my Quotation of Sir /#7/l1am Pet-
ty, inthe matter youpointat, wasnot in
the Words of Sir #zlliam Petty ; for he
fays as you do, that the nine Millions
confifted of 1500000. Acres of very
coarle Land, commonly call’d unprofita,
ble, and 7 §00 0o0. Acres good Meadow,
Arable, and Pafture; but does he not
alfo make an Allowance of 1500 000.
Acresover andabove for Highways, Ri-
vers, Loughs, Bogs, ®¢? Does that not
imply, that the 1 500000. Acres were
Pafture Lands, tho’ not good Pafture
Lands ? for if they were abfolutely un-
profitable, he would have added themto
the tother 1 500 0oo. and leaving out the
Word Good, would have faid, there was
but 7 00 000. Acres of Meadow, Arable
and Pafture. -
- Conformable to thisare his ownWords,
Page 5. whenhefays, ¢ thefaid 7 so0-
*¢ 000. AcresofgoodLand,and 1 00 000
2 * eof
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¢t of courfe, makingin all 9 0OQO0G.

¢ are worth per Annam 9oo coo,
~ But fince we have turn’d to this Page,
be pleas’d te go on a little, and you will
find he alfo, asI havedone, has made fe-
parate Articles of the feveral Rents, of
which his goocoQ /. confifted, for he
fays, outof which the King’s Quit-rents,
Ge. 90000/
R efts ( 810000 7

The Tythes thereof are] . _
one fifth, viz. } 1620007,
~ Refts — 648 7
+ The benefit of Leafes and T ,.
Tenants Improvements, one>216 000 7.
third, vzz. bt o b
- Refts for the Landlords 4320007
And by the by, Sir, begging Pardon
for the Digreffion, bepleafed to take No-
tice, how well we Landlords look to our
{elves; the LandlordsRent, as valued by
me, Page 37. of my General Ljjay on
Trade,at 4 5.6 4. per Acre, is 2025 Q00 4.
which is more than four times and a half
as much as it was then; whereas the
Crown-rents, Tythes, and Tenants Im-
provements, as rated by me in the {fame
Place, amount at prefent, only to 799-
8202 which is not near double the Al-
towance made by Sir #zlliam Petty on

the fame Articlesin his time: So, Sir, if
you
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you are inclin’d to be angry, Jetme beg
1t may be with the Landlords. for not mia-
king Freehold Leafes, and incwrat%irzg
the Tenants thereby to improve their
Holdings, and raife the Article on Leafes,
and Tenants Improvements to {fome Pro-
portion with the clear Landlords Rent.

But, Sir, what have yougained by this
Confeffion of mine ? even juft nothing;
you are but where you were, and have
only given me anOpportunity to thew rhat
I have followed very clofely a very good
Example, and computed the 9 000000
Acres in a Lump, as Sir W illiam Petty
has done, with this Difference, that I
have made the Rents Publick and Private
now arifing out of them, 2824870/
per Annum, whereas he eftimates them
only at goo00o/. and T fubmit to my
Reader, whether I have doncunrealona-
bly, in making the general Rental of Ire-
land three times more in 1728. than it was
in 1676. when Sir /#'2//:am made his Cal-
culation. ' |

Tamvery forry, Sir, ro find youupon
all Occafgns, ryfo fond of unervaluI?r)lg
our Numbers; I reall thought that I
made that.-Matter {o plain in my Reply,
that theré was no room to doubt of our
being 2500000. Seuls; and whatever

you
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you may intend by fupporting your felf in-this
Matters with the Authority of a certain unknown
Perfon, I mutftinfift uponit, that I have not ve-
ry much exceeded ; But I muft own youdid wife-
ly, to call in that felf fame unknown Perfon to fup-
port you----forefeeing well that it would never pafs
'upon your own Authority, after the many Etrors
you have been guilty of, through the Courfe of
our two little Books. NS '

I believe it can’tbe contradiéted but that at 6.
Perfons to a Houfe, and 416,667. Houles to the
whole Kingdom ; the Number of Souls in Ireland,
maft neceflarily be about 2,500,000.but at Lady-
Day 1727, there were returned 386,000, Houfes
payingHearth-money ; Exclufive of Barracks,Hof-
pitals,Colleges, Certifyed and Beggars Houfes, and
the Hearth-money 1sin the two following Years
increafed 70: L. which ata Medium of 2. Hearths
tothe Houfe, isan Increafe of 3,500 Houfes; {o
that theremuft now be in /reland 389,500 Houfes,
Exclufive of Barracks, Hofpitals, ¢7¢. and there

“remains to compleat the above number of 416,667
Houlfes, only 27,167.andif we allow that there
“may be as many Souls in all the Barracks, Hofpitals,
Colleges, Certified and Beggars Houfes of the
whole Kingdom as divided by fix, may be equal to
27 167 Houles, then my Eftimateof 2,500,200
Souls muft be right, if indeed the allowance of 6.
‘toa Houfe be a moderate Allowance.

Butasto the Allowanceot 6. to a Houfe, Sir
WilliamPetty,Page 114.Pol. An.fays,the faid 1 100-
000. People do live in about 200 oeo. Houfes, fo

~ that hecomputes even then five and a half to a
Houfe, but by his Calculation, Page75. he feems
YL incligable
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inclinable to think itrather fix, and I am
very confident, what ever it was then it
cannot now be lef§ than fix, becaufe Lux-
ury and Induftry Which are apparently
increas’d in this Kingdom, Have this in
common with each other i that they
croud many Perfons ifito a Houfe ; the firft
for Pomp and Grandure, the laft in or-
der to have a fufficiency of Hands for
their Bufinefs ; and as for the poor and i-
dle Part of our Country, they areto be
fure fonder thin eyer of Kecping roge-
ther, toavoid the increafiig Expence of
building new Houfes upon uncertain Lea-.
fes, aswellas to fave upon the Article of
Hearth-money ; for. which Reafons' it
muft follow, thatif 54 was a reafonable
Medium in 1667, fix may not beextra-
vagant in 1729 ; and if this befo, there.
remains no Objection to my eftimate of
our Numbers, fave only, in the allow-
ance at the rate of 27, 167 Houfes for
Barracks, Colleges, Hofpitals, Certifi-
cd, Infolvent and Beggars Houfes,, €5c.
Andnow, Sir, after confidering the Num-

bers of Certificates, granted to Widows
at the.(_ﬁite:-fefﬁons all over the Coun-
try, purfuant to the Statute, and the
Numbers of Beggars, or infolvent Poor,
that abound every where, and after ad-

E ding
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ding them to the Numbers that live in Ba-
racks, Colleges, Hofpitals, ¢, you
think I have been too El_’rge in this Arti-
cle, you may refind what to. you fhall
feem proper, and the temainder muft be
the Number of Soulsin this Kingdom.
~ But you think your felf very happy,
Sir, inan Argument which you have hit
tpon. Tt may indeed, Sir, pafs with
thofe, who are too indolent fot a purfuic
after Truth, and who to fave themielyes
that Labour, takeall things for granted,,
which they find pofitively afferted by an-
Author: The grgunicnt is this. *¢ Siz.
“ Will.Petrylays, that the whole Ter-
< ritory of Ireland,contains but 9,000,-.
¢ 000 c;‘res;and;fff‘che.z,;do,coo?Pch
¢ {ons, that is, but: 3 Acres and :of an,
“ Acreper bead;and this is lefs than isal-
“ low’dinany of out neiglbouringCoun-,
¢ tries, which are fo mm% more populous.
“ thanfreland. v '

This Argument could not poflibly be
withftood, Sir, had it been certain that
the whole Territory of Zreandcontain’d-
no more than 9,000,000 Acres, ftrick.
Mealure ; but as this might have led you .
aftray, in your Opinion of our Numbers, -
I'ihall beg leave to be fomething particu~
lar in mngeﬂe&ior;s upon it. Th |
=)

-~
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. The ingenious Mr. Davenant, in the
2d. Vol. of his Effays upon trade, p.367
computes, that thereare in England 7 A-
cresand £ per every Soul, and'in France
9 +; fothatif we, (asthere isvery good
realon to li)’clieve) are 2,509,000 Souls,
then fuppofing our Country, as populous
as Englzgnd, gw'e muft ha)\r?c IBEZP;:O@O
Englifb Acres to inhabit ; but we are not
near {o populous , ‘as even France idfelf,
and get at 9 ; Acres per head, we muft
have 23,725,000 Acres of the fame Ex-
71/h Meafure, which is near double whar
Sir Will. Perry {eems to eftimate them
at. . j :

You will perhaps, Sir, think it arro-
gance in me, to atrempt you under the
cover of fogreat a Name, but as truch s
the end of all my enquiry, and as there
is very good Reafon to believe, thatthe
Gentleman, whofe Words you have
wreftedtoa purpofe fo dithonourable and
difparaging to our Country, never meant
them in the literal {fenfe, to which you
éndeavour to confine them, T1fhall make
bold to attempt you even there, and to
thow youunwort y of his proteion.

Our Author inhis Verg;m Japienti,
computes England and Wales at a medi-

e 4 E 2 um
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um of 24,000,000 of Acres, worth6 4.
15. 8d. per Acre, not that he thoughy
they were; but fo many Acres ftrict mea-
fure, or that every Acrein Englandand
Wales was worth 6 /. 1s. 84, but be,
caufe he addrefles his difcourfe to the wife
to whoma hint might be fufficient ; and
indeed in this particular, I muftown, Sir,
you difcover a virtue, whichthrough the
whole courfe of your Works, you have
taken much care to conceal ; I mean
-your Humility, in as much as you feem
to believe, thatthe very Title of this lit-
tle Work, gave you no rightto infpect
Jhois o oli 820 : 0
If you pleafe, Sir, to look into the
prefent State of Esgland, orinto any o-
ther Author, which givesits contents at
the Acre, you will find it computed by
fomething more than 40,000,000 of A-
cres 3 and you can’t imagine fure, that a
Perfon who entred{o deeply into the Po-
liticks of a Country, as Sir Will. Perty
did into that of £xgland, couldfogreat-
ly err in a Matter of the chiefeft confe-
quence, astoimaginejt not much above
half whatitreally was? He muft have
known it, Sir, “and his intent was, to
reducethe whole territory tofo many fe-

veral parcels of Land, equivalent to an
| | Acre

>
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Acre of Ground worth 6 /. 15. 84. and
if you read his Chapter on the Coelum
ang Sollum of Ireland, you will eafily
underftand, that heappliesthe fame way
of Reafoningtq oyr Lands in Ire/and al-
fo, and means by thenumberof Acres,
not {o many f{trict Acres, but fo many

arcels of Ground equal in Value to a
Ftriét Acre, which gives 192 Gallons of
Milk,and which is worth 2 5. 6 Z.Rent per
Ann. And indeed it is but realonable to
take him ip this Senfe, for if we thould
rake him ftri¢tly, our Hearth-money
Books alone, would charge him with a
grofs Ignorance of the Extent of our
Country, and rob him of the Chara-
Cter he l}:aslb long, and perhaps {o juftly
borninthe W(')rlg.

How much more reafonable would it
be then, Sir, when we can’t reconcile
him to the prefent Situation of Affairs in
aliteral Senfe ; to giveg ourfelves the trou,
ble of accounting, for his meaning in a
Political way, and to conclude, thatfince
there muft be inZrelandtwice the number
of Acreswhich he mentions, hisCalcula-
tion was notof {trict Acres, but of parcels
of Ground, equal inValue to each other.

Perhaps, Sir, you may be inclinable
to take him in this Senfe, if 'you confi-
der that the feveral furveys of Ireland,

; were
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were made for the better and more equal
apportionment of the Crown Rents, on
ftEe {everal occafions when they were re-
lerved; for wou'd it notbe highly unrea-
{fonable,that an Acre of courleLand, which
might not perhaps be ofa tenth part of the
‘Value of anotherAcre, fhould however be
loaded with as great aTax ¢ To be fure,
Sir, it muft, and this in my humble O-
pinion, was what that ingenious Gentle-
man fhould be underftood to mean, when
he fays that there were but g oco ooo I-
rifb, or 14 coooco Englifb Acres in
Ireland, wherefore I hope you will no
longer advance his valuation per Acre,
as an Argument againft our Numbers,
nor quarrel with the Sumof 4 5. 6 4. dper.
Acre, which1have taken, as a medium
of the Landlords Rent, forthe g9 ooc oooe
which he has foeftimated. = * ~
I fhall proceed in the next Place to con-
fider, what Sum may reafonably be fixt
upon, as a medium of the Freight, Ex-
pence and Profit, on the French Trade:
Burt in order thereto, Imuft pray you to,
confider, that all Duties or Cuftoms paid,
on Exportations or Importations in {re-
land, though they areindeed an Expence.
to the Merchant, are however none ar all
to the Nation: They arc a Commurati-
' on
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on onl{ amongft our felves, and fall véry
properly under the general head of Mer-

chants Expence ; with this difference,-

that whethér the Merchant be a Natiye

~ oraForeigner,it makes no variation ; for

the Duties; Cuftoms, ©¢. ate always 1o
be added to the home rates of ourExports
and to be deducted from the fclling Price!
of impotts in our Markets. .
"1 find therefore, that in the Cuftom+
Houfe Books for the Year ending March,
1724, ourBeef israted at 18 5. per Bar-
rel, of which ¢ight Barrels make a Tun,*
andat what Rate, the Tun isworth7 /.-
45. od. fo that 100/ Stock laid out”
in Beef;, would at that Rate buy clofeup-
on 14 Tuns; andIfind by the Book of
Rates, thatthe Duty npon” eéxported Beef"
is 8 5. per Tun, for which Reafons T’
ftate the Freight, Expénceand Profit on’
that Article as follows, viz.
For the Duty of fourteeny
Tunsof Beef, exportedar8s.(05 12 o,

per Tun— e
For the Freight of _‘_Z)ilftO,}zs S0 @

at4os. per Tun— _—

|
|
|

For Intereft of 100/. im-

ploy’d in the Stock for Infu-gn o ‘

rance, Incident Charges, and

Profituponthe fame per. Cent.
Wherefore the Merchants Freight, Expence

p

#ect Trade o

and Profitupon thewhole1oo /. Stockin the{ 4§ I2 @

.

T
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I ﬁnd alfo, thatButter is ra-
ted in the fame Account at 18 /.
per Tun,‘ and the Duty on
Butter is 105. od. per Tun,
wherefore theFreight, Expence
andPro{i‘t on Butter as fo lows

For the Duty of 5+ Tun of} E Tl
Butter, purchajired for Toos g PE 15 4

For the Freight of 5 ; Tuns
Ditto, at 40 5. per Tun,———{ 1T 00 o

ForIntereft of Money, In-)
furance, incident Charges‘ and }1,, 0o o
Proﬁtupon the fame.—~

WhereforeFreight, Expence!
and Profit on thlS Artlcle pery2§ s 4
CCTlE isomnn ,
- T find Tallow rated in t’hc, |
fame Account, at 1 /. 105, per
C.andtheDuty is1s. 6 4. per
C.or3os per Tun, wherefore
Iftate thefame Artlcles on this’
Branch, as foilows ’

_For theDuty on 33 Tun o
Tallow bouggt for 100 4. __-_..} o5 o5 8

For Freight of‘thto at40ys.

per Tun }
For Intereft of Money, g

em———

furance, incident Charges an 12 00 O

Profit upon the fame
Wherefore Freight.Expence Wi
§2,4. o5 O

and Profit on this Artlcle per
KR 3iionns
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I find in* Dirto Account,
that Raw -hides are rated at
12 5. per.Hide, and Iluppoie,
that 3 Hides nfay weighar a
Medium 1C. weight, and I find.
that Raw-hides- pa-y aDuty of
6 d. per Hide,or 1 /. 10,5. per
Tun, and I ctherefore {’catc the
Account for Raw-hideés thﬂs-

For the Duty of 3 Tu‘nOf
Hides, purchas’d for IOQ_f

For the Freight of Ditto._. 08 050"

For Intereft' ofMoney Irr-g

I12°00 Q

04! Io o

furance incident Cha.rges and
Profit upon the{ame:._ s
WhereforeFreight, Expence )

g 22 10 'O

and 'Profiton’ th'is Artrcle per
Cerprsiain s -
Thefe'ate the g;and Arugles of ourEx-
port.S toF rance, the reﬂi‘n()t amountmﬂ-
to above 9350 /! Valucm the Year, ens:
ding Lady-day. 17255 and‘if’ we ftrike a
Medium on thefe; it will give us abou 29 4.
10 5:-7 d. per Cfnt' for the Flughf Ex-
pence and Profit,  on the firlk Cofts of
our Exportsin the F rench Tride.

I proceed then to confiden
our Imports ; and I find that
thatthe iellmgpnce of French
Wines onourKey, inthe fame
Year, ishi Ighly ratedata medi-| .
nmof 40 /. per Tun i) B

~40 00 ©
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 Broughtover 40 oo o
Butwe muft de- :
du¢t thereout for the .
Duty and Key-char-%l3 ¥ A
ges per Tun='="=%
For Freight - - - 02 00 ©
For Intereft of
Money imploy’d in
the Stock, for Infu-\ 08 ©0 ©
rance,incidentChar-
gesand Profit about
Wherefore to be deduéted
1{'_lor Freight, Expenceand Pro-gz 3 00 @
t- -~ - w - - = - ES

Remains for the firft Coft 17 co o
Butif webuya Tun of French Wine
for 17 /. wefhall buy for 100 /. clofe upon
fix Tuns, wherefore the Freight, Ex-
pence and Profit upon 100/ worth of
Wine, isabout 138 2. per Cent.
A Tun of Brandy contains
252 Gallons, and might be
bought on theKey inthatYear, »54 12 ©
forgs. 4d. per Gallonor per
Tun, for« + - « « = =«

But
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Broughtover §4 12 @
But Brandy pays
the Crown per Gal- %
28 o1 9

lon 25 2d. % or
per i Tilyon ¢ = »
For Freight of a} .
Tunof Brandy - - o Yo O}
For Intereft, Infu- A Y 70 4
rance, incidentChar-
ges, andProfit on theéz38 o Og
fame - - - -

In all to be dedulted for

Freight, Expenceand Profit- - 38 o1 9

Remains for the firft Coft of }-TS Y
aTunofBrandy - - - - -f°° Ly
- Wherefore a 1oo/.imploy’d in theBrandy
trade,may buy fixTuns and ; ofaTun,and
the Freight, Expence and Profit thereon,
muft canfequently be about 2 38/.perCenz.
Thefe two are the grand Articles of our
Imports from France, all the reft of our
whole Importation in the forementioned
Y ear, not amounting to above 42 762, on
whichwemay by thefame way of account-
ing, eftimate theFreight, Expence andPro-
fit,at about 35 £ perCent.and if weftrike
a Medium on thefe three general Heads of
our Imports, we fhall find that the Freight,
Expence and Profit on the Inwards of the
French Trade, may reafonably be efti-
mated at a Medium of 137/ per Cent.
F 2 where-




(44 )
wherefore if we ftrike another Medium
between the Exports and Imports, “we
fhall find it come out atabout 834 5 5.3 4.

- per Cent. which we may therefore very

reafonably fix upon as a general Medium,
for the Freight, Expence and Profit on
that Branch of our Bufinefs : /By what
fort of Arithmetick .you have freduced
itto 12 per Cent. 1 can’t tell, butlihall
be much obliged to you, and fo no doubt
will the Nation in general, if -you let us
into a Secret{o greatly'to -our Advantage.

Now you willnodoubr, Sir, ftare with
Amazement, and perhaps frown too,
when you hear that this Article is like to
tun{o much higher on the d7ifh.Com-
merce, thanon'the £xglifh, which you
{ay has the Eaft-dndia, the Afvican, and
the Levant Tradesannex’d to-it: Bue if
youwilllet your-Paffion fubfide a lictle,
you will findthatany addition to be made
to this Article, on account of thefe
T'rades will appear but very .inconfidera-
ble, ‘when the Profit arifing from them
how great{oeverit maybe, isthrown in-
to an Average withall thereft of the £#.

¥ 4

glifb Commerce.

_ I fhall inftance this, Sir, in the Eaff-

IndiaTrade, the moft beneficial and flou-

rithing
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rithing of themall; M. Davenant com-
putesthat in the Year 1695, when that
Bufinefswasinavery thriving Condition,
the whole Exporttothe'Aaff, didnorex-
ceed in Value 500000 /. but he tells us
that the Returns on-account of the fame,
were fold at ‘the Company’s firft Sales
for 1000000 /. wide Vol.24. of his Ef-
fays, page 384,10 that'the whole Profit
on that T'rade out and home after deduét-
ing the firft Colt of the Export was but
§00000 /- 'burif we divide this between
thefirft exported 500 000, and the firft
Coftof theImport, which I will fuppofe
to'be 5000007. alfo, then the ‘Gain on
that whole Branch will be but 5o Z per
Cent. -out.of which, if we deduc 25 Z
perCent. for the ordinary Medium of
Freight, Expenceand Profit onthe whole
Commerce of England ; there will then
remainan extraordinary fum of 250000/,
to'be divided between 10,000,000 at
whichthe whole £#g/sfh Commerce was
inthat Year eftimated, and then the Pro-
fitontheEaff-IndiaTrade, will caufe but
a Difference of 2 ¢ per Cent. in this Arti-
cle ; by which youmay fee, Sir, that thefe
particular Branches of Trade, with which
you make o great a Buftle in your for-
mer Paper, tofwell the Expence of the
‘ - Eng-
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Englifb Trade above ours, a pears upon
Examinationto bea very trifle when di-
vided amongft the thorter Voyages, the
CoaftingTrade, and all the reft ofthe £#-
g/i/b Commerce.

There are many things, Sir, which
fwell this Medium on the %rijbCommercc
above that on the £nglifb; forinthe firft
Place, a great Part of the Englifb Bufi-
nefs confifts,in coaftingV oyages,on which
thereisnoDury,and on which theFreighr,
Expence andProfit muft be very inconfi-
derable, whereas there is in Ireland very
lirtle,if any at all of that {ort of Bufinefs, to
fwallow up the thePrfit on the more coftly
Branches.

Secondly. The moft confiderable and
bulky Articles of their Imports are free,
whereas oursat a Medium, pay clofe up-
ong /. per Cent. |

Thirdly. Our Bufinefs is more imba-
rafled, and confequently loaded in the
Hands of the Merchant, with a greater
Expence than theirs, as may be particu-
larlg)r inftanc’d in the W efl-India Trade.

But Fourthly, And above all, the perpe-
tual and heavy Drain which we fuﬂ%r %y
Qutlyers has caus’d fuch an univerfal
fcarcity of Money, and confequently

fuch a high Price, or Intereft for the lilt-
tle
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tle which isleft, tharicliesadead Weight
on every Article of our Bufinefs, even
from the Importation of our Flax Seed,
to the Sale of the finithed Linen in the
Wefl-Indies.

-1t is not ealy to conceive whata Load,
‘ahigh Intereft of Money isupon the Bufi-
nefsof any People; and yer, though our
legal Intereft is at {o great a Difproportion
with that of any of our Neighbours,
tho’ it is double the Price for which Mo-

ney may be had on goodSecurities in Eng-

land, yet even this Misfortune isincon-
fiderable, when compared to the greater

Calamity of wanting even at that, ora-

ny other Price a Sufficiency of Money to

manage our Affairs: and thar this is our

Cafe, Iappeal to all the Traders of this

great City : our ftately Metropolis, in
which three Partsin five of the whole na-
tional Expence is made : I appeal to them

Ifay, if Money be not {o {carce inthis
our unfortunate, forlorn Country, that

no Premium, no Intereft can procure a

Sufficiency of itto carry on our Bufinefs;

the intire Ballance of our Trade, and a

great part of the honeft acquired Gain of

Years, iffues annually to fupport our
‘Profligates abroad, and there is nothing
leftat home toworkupon. The Bulk of
- our

L s g
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our Bufinefs is carried on by {mall andin-
confrderable'Stocks, and the Merchants
are forc’d to exact highPrices per Cent.

in order. to {upport themfelves on fuch’
flender Capitals; whereas, had this un:

fortunate Drain been ftopp’d, ot even re-

duced ro any Proportion with' our Bafi--
nefs, Money wou'dgrow pletity amongft
us, the Merchants might inlarge: their:
Stocks in Trade, and confequently con=
tentthemlielves with alefs Gain per Ceizz:
than they can at prefent ; and of how’
much Advantage that wou’d proveto the:

Bufinels of our poorCountry in general, ¥

hope I need not hererelate.” It ihall fuf:

fice therefore, only toobferve, thatcon:-

fidering all thefe Matters; it is mo Wonder:

if: the Freight; Expeénce, and Profit upon -

the I7z/h T'rade, incumber’dasitis; with
innumerable Difficulties; . may be eftima--

‘ted at as high a Medium' as that on' the

Lnglifh Commerce. o

I thould have now proceeded, Sir, to
frate  the Account of our Trade with'
France, but that I fear you'may think-
I have already dwelt too long on the Sub-
jectof your little Paper ; I{halltherefore
defer that Matrer, till I can'be able at:
more Leifure, to furnifh the Publick with*
a Scheme of their: Lofs and - Gain by

' | Trade
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Trade in general,  for thefe laft twenty
Y ears, andof their Drain by Outliers in
the fame Space of Time: But I can’t
however, pals by your ingenious Manner
of accounting for the Difadvantage,
which the Ef;g_li/b lieunder, in their Ex-
change with £
Ballance, to France. By
. Youare plealed toallow, , that the Ex-

changesis a&tuall againlt Kngland inall

Remittances to France : Thisindeed you
could not conceal from us, becaule we
{ee asmuch every Packet, by the courfe

of Exchange in the publick Papers ; but
- youfay ’tisuniverfally allow’d, however,.
Lngland is gainer on the Ballance of

‘that
its Dealings with France: Now I muft
‘beg leave to deny your minor Propofition,
for I will yenture tofay it with as pofitive
an Airasyou have afferted the contrary,
that England never was Gainer on.the

Ballance of . Trade with £ rance, {ince

were firft debauch’d with their Lux-

ury . This is notorious, Sir, any onc

that has infpected the Englifb Accounts
will tell you, that infpight of all their
Prudence and Care, they are flill Lofers
to France, and thatin.more than the dif-,
ference in Exchange difcovers; for the
Ballance of our Dealings with France,

G - (which’

rance, by ourLofs, onthe
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{which at'a medium of any ‘reafonablé

Number of Years; isnotinconfiderable,)

is always pay’d us in London where ‘we

have a Debt to pay, and where the

French Trader knows that he can pay us

with Advantage : This Sum therefore,

whatever it be; whichis pay’dusby the

French in London, is a Eraw-ba-ck on

the Money payable from England to

France, and keeps the Exchange be-

tween France and Englandio much low-

er than it wou’d be, had the whole Bal-
lance beeh annually drawn off. o
- Now,; Sir, T would not be underftood’
tomean; that the French Tradeis{o per-.
feétly ‘well regulated, thar it can’t be
made moreadvantagious, by properExcifes
on the Luxuries imported from thence,
and by pradent Incouragements to fuch
Branches of our Bufinefs, as furnifh our
Exports to that Country : No, Sir, on
the contrary, I would have it knewn to
all thofe who are in a Station to prore¥
and incourage Trade, that fuch 2Manage- -
ment is much wantine ; but I muft how-
cver, fay, that the French Tradeisone
of ‘the moft valuable Branches of our Bu-
finefs, in as much asittakesoff from us;
imra Medium of a few Years, clofe upon
200 000 4 worth per Annumof- the Pro-

o . duce

-
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duce of eur Black-Cattle, and inables us

topay foranimmoderate Confumption of

Wines and Brandies, for which wethould
never be able to make an Equivalent, had
‘we loft fo commodious a Vent for thofe
Goods. WS -
Thereisnothing, Sir, more dangecrous
to a trading People, than to be led inte
wrong ways of judging of their Com-
merce : and I fhall make bold to inftance
it to you, in the very Matter which is
now the Subject of our Conteft. Sup-
pofe therefore, that your Reprefentation
-of our Trade with Framnce were taken for
granted, and that the Legiflature, mifled
%y you, fhould prohibit the Importation
of all forts of French Goods: This
would no doubt difoblige the French, and
they would nort fail to return the Compli-
ment, by prohibiting the Importation of
Irifb Beef, Butter, Tallow, 8¢. But
what wou’d the Confequence be ? Why
truly all thofe Commodities wou’d remain
aDri?upon our Hands : 200000 /. worth
per Annum, of thole Lands which are ar
Erei'ent imployed in that Bufinefs, wou’d
become ulelefs, and of no Value to-us,
~andy ,I-vgry much fear, goodSir, thar
; L = we

-
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we fhould flill drink Claret, though we
mortgag’d the Remainder to pay the

Reck’ning. | | e
All Matters, Sir, that relate to Trade,
ought to be cautioufly handled; the un-
rofitable Branches ought rather to be
prun’d than lop’d intirely off, for the
T'ree often bleeds to Death by fo cruel an
Amputation, which under the hand of a
skilful Gard’ner, might be madeto yield a
Flentiﬁ;l Increafe, by gentle prunings on-

- It was this Confideration, Sir, that
made me ingage {o warmly in defence of
the French Trade; for I found all Peo-
ple difpofed to receive abad impreffion of
it; and when I confider’d, how eafily 4
Branch of Tradeisloft, when once it is
undervalued, or opprefs’d, and of how
fatal a Confequence the lofs of this wou’d
be to all the Proprietors of Rearing, Fat-
tening, or Dairy Grounds, and indeed to
the Nation in general: I thoughtI could
not domy Country abetter Service, than
to fet them right on {o important an Ar-
Ry v o : '
Butto conclude, Sir, after all our Dif-
ﬁutes, give me leave to obferve to you,
ow little Grounds you had to raife your
{elf up againft my Papers ? The principal
il T Betsy - "thing

"
N
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thing you quarrel with, is my Srate of
the French Trade, for the Year ending
Lady-day1725: you have objected very
little to any other part of my Papers, not-
withftanding the violent Tll-will which
Kou difcover againft the Author of them3;

ut this Account which you objeét to,
happens to be declared by me at the very
time of my giving it to be no exact Ac-
count.

- My Words are: ¢¢ But as my prefent
“« Intent, is not fo much to be exatin
« 5 tl}c'Accbunt it felf, as in the Manner
<« of ftatingir, that the Reader may un-
¢« derftand the Method which I propofe,
“« for the more exac Dilcovery of the
¢« Ballance. | WL

’Tis true indeed, the Ballance in the
Cuftom-houfe Books was juflt for that
Year what T mention it to be, 2ixz.

72 772 /. butas for the Freight, Expence,
and Profit, and the Divifion thereof, be-
tween Natives and Foreigners, thacwas
intirely Suppofitious, and intended not
for an exact State of that Account, but
foraScheme only, whereby to ftate fuch
Accounts, “in order to the difcovery of
the Ballance on our Dealings, with cach
patticular Country.
e Y But
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But if -the. Truth were known, Sir,
you were otfended, not that the Account
was cither right or wrong, but that any
| Perfon fhould meddle with T'rade but your
! {elf; and yon were refolv’d therefore,
| like a Bully, when youhadno Provoca-
tion, to fhow what you woulddoif you
had a Provocation; and this puts me in
mind of an Accident which diverted me
much whenI wasa Roy : It isthis, Sir;

- Having a Curiofity to fee a Country
Fair, I happen’d to amufe my felf upona
Bridge, where the Barron of the Fair
ftood, to take his Toll, or Cuftom.
There came up to him afurly Fellow, who
feem’d prepared for Milchief, ( for
great Fairs as in grear Towns, Sir,
shere are many that have no other way
2o be talk’d of, but by picking Quarrels
with the [ober part of Mankind) he
ask’d the Barron why he ftood{olongin.
one Place.  The Barron reply’d very ci-
villy, that he kept.that Pafs, in order to,
take the Cuftoms for all Cattle which
pals’d that way . ButFriend, faystother,
how: can you pretend to take Cuftoms
from {uch a Multitude of People, when
I my felf, that am but a ﬁngfe Perfon,
could drive an hundred Sheep through in .
fpight of your Teeth. Nay, reply'd Bthe 4
ar-
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Barron, that would be impoffible, Sir,
for Sheep are very fearful Animals, and -
when you had done all you could todrive
them through, I would only takeoffmy*
Hatthus, and fright them back again.
Why then, faystother, F-would take off
my Har too, and fright them back upon
you, in this manner. But in fhort, the
two Heroes proceeded to fhow how
‘they  would drive the Sheep,” and
approdach’d each other very regularly,’
with a thoufand Clamours and frightful
Geftures, as if they had the Sheepreally
between them, till at laft coming up to
each other, they began firft to joitle,
then to kick and cuff, crying out all the
while, thus wow'd I drivemy Sheep, and
thus wenld I fright themback again, till
all theidle part of the Eair gather’d about
them to behold the Sporr, and all che
Buyers taking Advantage of their Difpure, -
droveoff their Cattlein earneft, without
péﬁng any Toll or Cuftom atall.
ow, Sir, 1 fearitmay thushappento -
us, we are ingaging our felves ina Paper
Qluafrcl, and employing that time inbat= -
teling’ with Shadows, which might be
much better imploy’dingarding the Pafs, -
and looking that nothing fhould be con-
o ¢ 'L cealed

MWt -2 e e T _———
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cealed from the Publick which. is _qdémic;
mental to its Health and Weifare, for,

which Reafon 1 fhall hére drop the Con-
teft, and conclude,

8§ IR;
Tour bumble Servant.

P. §. I had almoft forgot, Sir, tolet
you know, that the Scheme which I gave
ih my EffayonTrade;, of the National
Export andImport for theY ear ending La-
dy-day 1715. waserroneous; and I think
proper to acknowledge it to the Publick,
though it pals’d your curious, Obfervati-
on: For though I have ftiled it 4» A4b-
firaét of the Exportations and Importa-
zions of Treland; for the Year ending
25thof March1725. eftimated at a Me-
dium of the felling Price in our Mar-
kets, It really oughttobeftiled An Ab-
ftract of the Exportations of the Year.
ending 2.5 March 1725. at a Medium of
their {gelling Pricesin our Markets, and of
the Importation at a Medium of their fel-
ling Prices, in the feveral Placesof their
Growth and Production.

FINIS:




