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ATTHEW M. NAMARA,

§Of LIMERICK, Efg;

CouNsELLOR at L AW.

Wet O\ U STL Y fenfible, Sir, how
£ % fincerely You have the Charac-
%

e ter and Efteem of our Native
QN2 Country at Heart, I take Leave
b x to offg to Your Perufal, and
commend to Your favourable Acceptance,
the following Sheets.

What gave them Rife, was my happen-
ing, fome Time fince, to have tallen into
Company with twoor three {prightly young
Gentlemen, then juft returned from their
Continental Rambles,—who—altho’ little
burthened with the Religion, Laws, Learn-

' tg, Policy, Cuftoms, Habits, Manners, or
Jan

guages of any, or the feveral Countries
they had fcampered thro’, affected, never-
thelefs, an high Contempt for this,—their
Native.
‘ 8 | A 2 I liftencd




i abulion, . o dii e — - e, ST Sl I
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DEDICATION. |

I liftened with filent Ilidigné_"_
determined to contribute my. Mite .
wards giving fuch unattentive, uninfor
Youths, 2 more adequate Idea of this Kinee
dom, under its ancient and under its pree
fent happy Eftablithment,

The common Accidents of Time uft
lead them by better Authority to_cleares
Knowledge : In the mean while; I profefs
my Obligations to them, as they have given
me this Opportunity of daplaxjipgt*lf-
gard to my Country in general, and"

e
particular Attachments that ever bind *me,

in the ftriGeft Senfe of Fidelity and E-
fteem, to a Friend fo worthy as You have
been to, 2 i

S IR,

Your very obliged, and

b ]

Mot obidient Servants
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- Antient and‘-Modern STATE
oot | O-F
IREL 4 N D.

( / {ma
FORSSH N a Nation, where almoft every
K K3 Gentleman is better acquainted, and
I & more converfant, with the Nature
kﬁ"‘\i 'y 2nd Circumftances of . other Coun-
. 7" tries than thofe of his own,..the
Publication of fuch Hints as may fomewhat
contribute to remove fo odd an Inattention, and
-induce thofe far better qualified to render a Sub-
o interefting fome Juftice, - will' not, I
hope, be deemed an Impertinence ; in one efpe-
cially whe, by this Effay, however fecble, hath
nothing befide the Honour and Advantage of
Iréland
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Ireland in View, a Kingdom wheredf he is, with-
out Vanity, proud of being a Native. :

As the Story of Savages and Barbarians can
contain nothing inftructive, or entertaining, the
Antemilefian Inhabitants of this Land having
been moftly fuch, and all furviving Accounts
of them almoft totally overcat with F able, we
are therefore, in treating of the antient Scotia, OF
modern Ireland, to refer principally to three
diftinguithed ZEras, whereof the firff is, its
being peopled by an Jberian or Spanifb Colony :
The [econd, truly glorious, the Arrival of St
Patrick, in his moft falutary Miffion : The #hird
and laft, its Ceflion to Henry the Second, King
of England, (the firft of the Royal Race of Plan-
tagenet) partly from a pretended Title of Adrian
the Fourth, Pope of Rome; partly from the
reftlefs and infatiable Defires of Henry 5 more
from the manifold Infirmities of the then reign-
ing Irifb Chiefs—but above all, from the pecu-
liarly adverfe Fate of Roderick, the laft of our
Kings.

T he affiduous, exact, and candid Author of
~the * Differtations, lately publitbed, on the Ori-
gin, Government, Letters, Sciences, Religion,
Manners and Cuftoms of the antient Inhabitants
of this Country, hath put all thofe Matters in
{o clear and happy, and, at the fame Time, in fo
firong a Light, by the Powers of various fo-
reign Teftimonies, of undeniable Authenticity,
coincident with our own, that {carce any Thing
new can be offered on the fame Subjett.

It may, however, in general be obferved,
that Milefius, 2 Spanifb Prince, fo far back
as the Reign of Solemon (inftigated by Ne-

ceffity, or induced by Ambition) with a confi-
derable

* Dublin, 1753, M. Reilly, Editor.



and Modern State of IRELAND. 4
derable Number of Affociates and Followers,
landed from the Weftern Parts of Spain, on the
Southern Coafts of this Ifland, where it is pro-
bable they met little, or but faint Oppofition,
from wild and undifciplined Inhabitants.

Thofe People, from their early Knowledge
of the Phenician Arts and Letters, imported
fuch Rudiments of Government and Learning,
as thofe primitive Times admitted ;s a Truth
vifible from the Similarity or rather Identity of
the Phanician and Scotic Alphabet.

This antient Colony quietly {fettled here, re-
mote from the Storms and Revolutions of the
greater World, and fecured by Situation from
its hoftile Incurfions, there is no Doubt but the
Cultivation of Religion, Philofophy, Politicks,
Poetry, and Mulfick, became the chief Objets
of popular Study and Applicatien : The Spirit
of Ambition in fucceeding Ages, with its un-
happy concomitant Train of Sedition, Faction,
and Violence, the foreign Invafions, and often
the inteftine Oppreflions and Calamities, to
which our neighbouring Nations were fubje,

- calling forth the protective or conciliating Aids

of thofe ancient Heroes, made them great Maf-
ters alfo in the Art military.

The Pentarchy originally formed by thofe
Iberian or Celtic Spaniards, with a popular Right
of Election, was certainly a Kind of Govern-
ment extremely confiftent with the Effence and
Genius of trtie Liberty, and a Syftem derived
from the Patriarchs themfelves. For when the
various Neceffities of Society required a Subor-
dination, together with fome ftated Maxims to
§o' by, to avoid the confufed and promifcuous

ntercourfe in a State of Nature; then did the
People elect the moft Virtuous and Wife, to lead
and
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and conduct them in Times of War and Trou-
ble ; to govern, inform, and protect them; in
milder and more aufpicious Seafons. Then was
the Motto of the Crown, or of the chief Enfign
of Pré-eminence, Digmiori detur, and fo conti-
nued till the Degeneracy of Time, and the
baneful Growth of Avarice and Pride, with the
feverith Luft of Power, perverted it to—Rapia#
Fortior!

Such, thro’ a long Succeflion of Ages, was
the Condition, and fuch at length the Fate of
this Kingdom, deftroyed after a longer Conti-
nuance than any other can boaft, by the Abufe
of its own Powers; a fure Argument that all
created Beings, all fublunary Inftitutions, how-
ever wifely compofed, in the very Effence of
their Creation, and in the very Rudiments of
their Formation, comprehend, at the fame Time,
the Seeds of Diffolution: Yetit is not more re-
markable than true, thatin the moft boifterous
Periods of this Kingdom’s antient Eftablith-
ment, the Arts and Sciences, with the funda-
mental Principles of = Conftitution, were pre-
ferved and cherifhed with inviolable Affiduity.
The Priefts, Philofophers, Advocates, Annalifts,
Poets and Muficians, were obliged to preferve
Religion, political Wifdom, Law, Hittory, &.
hereditarily in their refpective Tribes, and to
educate in thefe different Branches the Chiefs
and Nobles of the Land, for which they were
gracioufly maintained in fecure and {plendid
Tranquillity : Thofe Sages attended the National
Conventions, where all publick Acts were reli-
gioufly recorded, and all Abufes of Power and
Government retrenched or reformed ; nor were
they permitted, exceptin Calfe of extraordinary

Neceffity, or uncommon Merit, to deviate fr;‘ax.n
their
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their proper and primitive Spheres of Ation :
Since, where an harmonious Subord:nation of
Rank and Order hath not been duly preferved,
even in free Eftates, Liberty itfelf (wifely ac-
tempered, the greateft of all focial Bleffings)
hath often; from Abufe and Negle&, fickened
into Licentioufnefs, the immediate lewd Mothet
of Anarchy ! In the vifible Creation, the dire@
Refult of infinite Wifdom, the lefler Planets do
not interfere with, much lefs fhock or oppofe
the Motions and Revolutions of the greiter;
they conitantly keep the Diftances firft pre-
feribed them, and all move regularly to their
refpective Ends. The moft verdant. and fra-
grant Meadows may, from thé too frequent Ir-
ruption of muddy Waters, dégenerite into
noxious Marfhes, if fome Care was not taken
to divert thofe impure Gufhings into their pro-
per Channels.  Hence it may be inferred, that

P #
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laying open the moft honoraty; as well as im-

portant and ufeful Profeffions of Society, to the
Intrufion, or rather pyratical Invafions, of the
Scum and Dregs of the People, cannot, how-
ever varnifhed over with thé fiGitious Colour-
ings of pretended Liberty, confift with true Po-
litical Wifdom. |

Thofe ancient Sgphi and Literati enjoyed
their Places with the greater Security, that they
were uninvadable by the inferior Clafles of Man-
kind ; with the greater Content and Chearful-
nefs, that much Efteem and Emolument weré
connected withthem : The Prieft and Advocace
informed and direfted the Confcience and Con-
duct; the Hiftorian and Annalit recorded the
Inftitutions; the Poet and Mufician celebraced
and fungrthe Exploits of their Kings and Lead-
ers; No  Wonder then this Kingdom fhould

. B have
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have been revered at Home, and admired A-
broad ; when Religion formed, Erudition nur-
tured, Philofophy ftrengthened, Hiftory pre-
ferved, Rhetorick adorned, Mufick foftened,
and Poefy refined, the National ‘Wifdom and
Accomplifhments ; to all which was added, a
thorough Knowledge of Taétics, and great

Skill and Agility in all the athletick Arts, and
bodily Exercifes.

In the Verfions of fome original-Codes ex-

ported by our Countryman, the learned and
pious St. Fiechry, ftill extant in-the Naverre

Library at Paris, the Conftitutional Wifdom of

Ireland appears in a clear and happy Light:
Perfons, Things, Actions, and Exprefﬁons,
were cautioufly attended to, by the Laws; Per-
Jons, in their Minority, Youth, and Manhood,
according to their different Ranks in the State,
fo as by Care, Education, and Difcipline, to
render them, fome fubfervient, others ufeful,
fome beneficial, and others ornamental there-
unto, Zhings, fo carefully, as to prevent, by
prohibatory Laws, Waftes of whatfoever Kind,
and to afcertain to each Individual, as well as
Society, their proper and diftinét Rights. Ac-
tions, by direCting thofe in general, and parti-
cular, to the Honour of the Deity and Welfare
of the Community : Exprefion, by the penal

Interdiction of prophane Curfing and Swearing,

Obfcenity, Scurrility, Calumny, and Detrac-
tion, yet with a full Indulgence of proper Sa-
tire againit fuch as merited popular Reprehen-
fion, or Contempt ; the Satirifi’s Pen in thofe
Days being as much dreaded, or rather more
fo, than the Magiftrate’s Rod, and confequently
as_dihigently avoided by a Demeanour abfo-
lutely irreproachable. | :

t
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It appeareth that, under the antient Govern-
ment okP Ireland, the Education of the landed
Gentry, when Luxury, with its wafteful Cata-
logue of Vices, had not rendered Property fo
mutable and wavering as in modern Ages,
was provided for; whether by the immediate
" Care of Parents, or eflential Attention of Guar-
dians, by the Laws of the Land ; in order that
Gentlemen fhould, to the Antiquity of Birth
and Pofifeffion, add the important Dignity of
Learning, and focial Refinement of Arts : Since
a Man at the Head of an original Eftate; who
fhould want the neceffary Cultivation of Let-
ters, was confidered only as a Peafant in Dif-
guife, and not more refpected than a Hewer of
Wood, or Drawer of Water.

In thefe Writings of St. Fiechry, the legifla-
tive Wifdom of Olam-Fodla; the philofophi-
cally-religious Capacity of Cormac-O Quin, who,
from the pure Light of Nature, in a great Mea-
fure defeated the abfurd Polyzbeifin of the Druids ;
the confummate Integrity and Impartiality of
Federach the Juft, and Moran his Chief jufiice ;
the Magnanimity of Con-Ked-Cathagh 5 the Con-
quefts of Kimeth Mac Alpin; the long, glo-
rious, and peaceful Reign of Conary the Great,
cozval with the Birth of our Bleffed Lord and
Saviour Fefus Chriff, (undoubtedly the happieft,
brighteft, and moft blifsful Period the World
ever faw ;) are all difplayed in a copious maf-
terly Style,»yet wich {trit chronological Ex-
attneisiy 7 3 -

This learned St. Fiechry was Founder of the
Univerfity in Paris, in the Beginning of the
8th Century, The better to enable him to carry
on that noble Work, he obtained of Char/es the
Great a Tax on all Wheel-Carriages, within

B 2 the
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the Barriers of that City: Whence, a Hackney-
Coach is ar this Day technically term’d Fiacre.

Charles the Great, in order to repair the cruel
and truly lamentable literary Dilapidations of
the ferocious North-men, invited Numbers. of
the learned and pious Zrifb to the Continent,
where he eftablifbed and entertained them with
Dignity, Tendernefs, and Refpeét. In a cu-
rious Manufcript of Nicholaus Gurtlerys, (now,
in the French King’s Parifian Library) Author
of the Origines Mundi, where he alludes to thefe
Times, you find the following favourable, but
true Account of Ireland.—Temporibus illis, bar-
baris Normannorum Cobortibus undequaque irrums
pentibus, Religio, Fides, Philofaphia, Virtus, Hof-
pitalitas, Fortitudo, Caftitas, necnon et Ameniores
omnium generum Artes, Hibernia folummodo na-
taliy, veluti Solo, vignerunt; little. Wonder that
Jreland fhould have been efteemed the Zerse, or
facred fle of the Greeks, the Infulz Sanitorum,
or lfland of Saints. of the Romaus.— Would 1o
FHeaven our Countrymen had, upon all confi-
derable Occafions, recolleéted thofe deferved En-
comiums, thereby toapprove them worthy theit
applauded Origin, and native Soil !

We now_proceed to confider Ireland in her
happieft and brighteft View, after the Admiffion
and Propagation of Chrittianity. It is certain
there were many Chrittians in, Jfreland, before
the Argrival of Palladius in 431, or of St. Pg-
srick the Year following: St. Kieran, St. Ailke,
St. Declan, and St. Ibar, whom Usfber calls the
Precurfors, or Forerunners of St. Patrick, are
pregnant Proofs of this ; they were of the Birth
of Ireland, from whence they travelled to Rome,
in Search of Education and Learning, where

Ty they
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they lived fome Years, were ordained, and re-
turned Hame abeut the Year 40a.

It feems that thofe early Preachers confined
their Labours tg particular Places, in which they
had confiderable Succefs, but fell very fhort of
converting the Body of the Nation : - However,

“they fowed the Seed which St. Parrick came
after to, water : And it is certain that St. Pasrick
was {o well fatisfied with the Progrels: they
made, in their particular Diftricts in Aden/er,
that this was the laft Province in frelond he
thought proper to vifit. That there were many
Chriftians. in frelgnd, at this Period, feems to
be confirmed by Profper, who, in giving an

Account of the Miflion of Palladius, fays, that

he was ordained by Pope Celeftin, and fent the
firlt Bifhop to the Scets believing in Chrift.
This Paflage can mean nothing elie, but that
Palladius, born in Britain, was fent to the Scofs,
[1. eithe Lrift} who had already formed Churches
under Kieran, Ailbe, Declan and Ibar 3 and fo
the Bithop of St. 4/aph expounds it. This then
was the ‘next Attempt that was made for the
Converfion of the Jrifb : Palladius engaged in a
more ample and: extenfive Defign than his Pre-
deceflors, yet he-failed in the Fxecution of it,
ftay’d but a fhont Time in Jreland, and did lictle
worth. remembring; he copvented, however, 2
few, and is faid to have founded three Churches ;
but he had neither Courage to withftand the
Fiercenefs of the heathen frifb, nor Abilities,
for Want/ of the Language, proper for the
Woslkew %%

Nathi, ﬁhc Son . of Garcoms-an Irifh Prince,
oppofed his preaching ; upon which Paladius
lefe the Kingdom, -and died in the Land of the
Pidts, “on. the 15th. of December, 431, Tiﬁs
vy glo-

o
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glorious Work was referved for St. Patrick, to
whole holy Life, divine Miffion, and extraor-
dinary Succefs, 1refer the Reader. This great
Apotile of the Irifb founded and built the Ca-
thedral Church of Ardmagh, about the Year
444, or 45, which, from that early Period to
this, hath continued the Metropolitan ‘Church
of all Ireland. -So that 1194 Years paffed away
from the Founding of the City of Reme, to that
of Ardmagh. ' .
The various and moft fignal Blefflings derived
to this Nation, from the falutary Miffion of this
illuftrious Saint, require, in*Gratitude, our
giving the Reader yet a further: Account of the
Author of fuch Happinefs and Glory to Ireland.
He was born in the extreme Bounds of Bri-
tain, (in that Part thereof which is, now com-
prehended within the Limits of the modern
Scot'and) at a Village called Banaven, in' the
Territory of Tabernia, (as he him'elf faith in
his Confeflion) in #ico Banaven Tabernie, 8&c.
He tells us that he was born of a good Family.
Ingennuus fui [ecundym Carmem. His Father
was Calpburnius, a Deacon, who was the Son
of Potitus, a' Prieflt ; from whence may- be
clearly inferred that the Clergy were not re-
flrained iroin Matrimony in that Age. He was

juft advanced ‘into his fixteenth Year, when he

was taken Captive, the Manner of which is thus
related by 'St. ‘Evin and others: His Father,
other, Brother, and five Sifters, undertook a
Voyage to Aremorick Gauly (now called Bafs Bre-
tapnc) to vifit the Relations of his Mother Coz-
cheflz, It happened about this Time, that the
feven Sons of Faéimude, a Britifb Prince, were
banithed, and took to the Sea; that, making
an Inroad into . dremorick Gaul, they took Pag

Ik
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trick and his Sifter, Lupita, (fome fay Tigride
alfo) Prifoners. They brought their Captives
to the North of Ireland, and fold Patrick to
Milcho Mac Huanan, a Prince of Dalaradia :
Others tell the Story in a different Manner, and
with a ftronger Degree of Probability. That
the Romans having deferted Britain, 1o preferve
- their own Country from the barbarous Incurfions
of the Northern Hive, the Irifb made frequent
Conquefts, in North Britain efpecially, whence
returning victorious, in one of thofe Expeditions
among others brought Parrick Captive. But in
this they all agree, and he himfelf confirms it,
that he contirued Prifoner in Irelend {ix Years;
he was fold to Milcho and his three Brothers,
which gave Occafion of his changing his Name
into Catbraigh, or rather Ceathir-Tigh; becaule
he ferved four Mafters ; Ceathir fignifying four,
and 77gh a Houfe or Family. Milcho oblerving
the Care and Diligence of his new Servant,
bought out the Shares of his Brothers, and made
him his own Property. - He fent him to feed his
Hogs on Slhiev-Mis.  And St. Patrick himfelf
tells us his Behaviour in this Office.

*¢ My conftant Bufinefs was to feed the Hogs.
I was frequent in Prayer; the Love and Fear
of God more and more inflamed my Heart;
my Faith was enlarged, and my Spirit aug-
mented, fo that I faid an hundred Prayers by
Day, and almoft as many by Night. 1 arofe
before Day to my Prayers, in the Snow, in the
Froft, and in the Rain, and yet I received no
Damage; nor was I affected with Slothfulnefs ;
for then the Spirit of God was warm within
me.” It was here he perfected himfelf in the
Irifhy Language, the wonderful Providence of
God vifibly appearing in this Inftance of his

Captivity,
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Captivity, that he thould have the Opportunity
in his tender Years of becoming well acquainted
with the Language, Manners; and Difpofitions
of that People, to whom he was intended as a
future Apoftle. He continued fix whole Yeats
in Servitude, and in the feventh was releafed.
There feems to have been a Law in Irelawd for
this Purpofe, agreeable to the Inftitusion eof
Mofes, that a Servant {hould be releafed  the
feventh Year. vl g i1 R TR0
Having parted from his Mafter, aftarh;,gf_eat
Variety of Diftrefles, he at length arrived to his
Parents, who received him with extraerdinary
Joy 3 with thefe he remained two'Yearsy and
%robably would much longet, had he not by 4
ifion been quickened to a more active and glo-
vious Life. - In this he thought he faw a Man
coming to him from Ireland; whofe Name was
Vitlericus, with a great Number of Luettérs 3 that
he gave him one of them to read; in the Be-
ginning of which were contained thefe Words,
Vox-Hiberionacum, the Voice of the Irifb: While
he was reading this Letter, he thought the famé
Moment, that he heard the Voice of the Inha-
bitants who lived near the Wood of Foclut, in
the Barony of 7yr-4wiey; and County of Mayo,
hard by the Weftern Sea, crying to him with an
audible and diftinét Voicey ¢¢ We intreat thee,
holy Youth, to come and walk among us.” He
was greatly amazed at this Vifion, and awoke ;
it animated him, however, to his futuré Studies
and heavenly Progrefs; fo far even, that hé
tells us himfelf, he thanked God, that after many
Years he had dealt with the Jrifh, according to
their crying out.
Thefe early Scenes of this great Saint’s Life,
fhould, among many others, ferve as Leflons of
Charity,
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Charity, Cenfideration, and Humility, to the
Rich, the Great, the Proud, and the Wanton ;
who may recolleét that, altho’ he was well born,
he was neverthelefs, in the molt vigorous Seafon
of Life, a Slave and a Swine-Herd: Happy,
though wretched Servitude! In which, his lei-
fure Hours, moftly employed in Chriftian Con-
fidence and Prayer, made him fo fignally the
Favourite of Heaven, that from thofe cloudy
Dawnings, he in Procefs of Time became a
learned Do&or, afan&ified Miffioner, a venerable
Prelate, an eminent Primate, a national Apoftle,
and the bright loftructor of Kings! Such were
the fruitful Rewards of uninterrupted unfhaken
Devotion, Piety, and Zeal! From this Time
he formed the fteady Refolution of converting
the 7rifb; and, the better to accomplifh the hea-
venly Tafk, he undertook a laborious Journey
to foreign Countries, to enrich his Mind with
Learning and Experience.

He continued abroad thirty-five Years, pur-
fuing his Studies under the Direétion principally
of his Mother’s Uncle, St. Martin, Bifhop of
Tours, whohad ordained him Deacon; and after
his Death, partly with St. G#&man, Bithop of
Auxerre, (who ordained him a Prieft, and called
his Name Magonius, which was the third Name
he was known by,) partly among a Colony of
Hermits and Monks, in {gme Iflands of the T#/~
can Sea 3 and he employed a good Part of the
Time in the City of Kome, among the Canons
Regular of the Larergn Church: At length,
having his_Soul thoroughly tempered with
religious Virtue, enlightened with the true
Evanfclicaf Faith, and his Underftanding en-
larged by the moft profitable and editying
Studics, he arrived in freland about the %oth

[+ C ear
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Year of his Age; and in the Year of our Lord
432, landed in the County of Wicklow, where
he began his Miniftry, by the Converfion of
Sinel, a great Man in that Country, the Grand-
fon of Finchad, who ought to be remembered,
as he was the firft Fruits of St. Pafrick’s Miflion
in lreland ; he was the 8th in lineal Defcent from
Cormac, King of Lemnfier, and came afterwards
to be enumerated among the Saints of Ireland.
From this Country he failed to an Ifland on
the Coaft of the County of Dublin, called after
him Inis Phadring, and. 'by. the Englifh, Holm
Pairick at this Day, where he and his faithful
Companions refted after théir Fatigues. From
Inis Phadring, he failed Northward to that Part
of Ulfter called Ulidia, and put in at Inbberflay-
ing Bay. When he and his Fellow Labourers
landed, Dichus; the Son of Trickem, Lord of
the County, being informed that they were Pi-
rates, came out with armed Men in order to
kill them : But being ftruck with the venerable
Appearance of St. Patrick, he gave him Au-
dience, and liftened attentively to the Word of
Life preached by him; he changed his wicked
Purpofe,believed,and was baptized, and brought
over all his Family to the Faith : It is further
obferved of him, that he was the firft Perfon in
Ulper, who embraced Chriftianity. He dedi-
cated the Land whereon his Converfion was
wrought to the Service of God, where a Church
was eretted, changed after to an eminent Mo-
naftery. He travelled hence by Land to Cluze-
tois in Dalaradia, to endeavour the Converfion
of hisold Mafter Milche, whofe Service he had
left thirty-eight Years before ; but this obitinate
Prince, hearing of the great Succefs of St. Pa-
trick’s préaching, and athamed to be perfuaded
' n
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in his old Age, to forfake the Religion of his
Anceftors, (by one efpecially who had been his
Servant, in a moft inferior Station,) made a
funeral Pile of his Houfe and Goods, and by
the Inftigation of the Enemy of Mankind,
burned himfelf therein : Thus ended Milcho M.
Fuanan.

Hence St. Patrick returned to Inis, the Habi-
tation of Dichu, and in his Journey converted
great Numbers to the true Faith of Chrif.
In fome time, he took his Leave of Dichu, and
bent his courfe Southward by Sea, keeping the
Coaft on his Right-hand, and arrived at Port
Colbdi, where he landed, and committed the
Care of his Veffel to his Nephew Luman,
defiring him to wait for him there forty Days,
while he and his Difciples were travelling in the
inner Parts of the Country to preach the Gofpel.
His Intention in this Journey was, to cclebrate
the Feftival of Eafler in the Plainsof Bregia, and
to be in the Neighbourhood of the Great Trien-
nial Convention at Tarab, which at this Sealon
was held by King Léogair, and all'his Tributary
Princes, Nobles, Druids, Annalifts, and Fileas.
St. Patrick wifely forefeeing that whatever Im-
preflions he thould make on this augult Aflem-
bly muft have an Influence'on the whole King-
dom, and thercfore, being fupported with in-
vincible Chriftian Fortitude, refolved not to be
abfent from a Place where his Prefence wis {o
conducive to the Ends of his Holy Miniftry.

Never did the Spirit of popular Freedom
exert itfelf more powerfully or harmonioully,
than in thofe truly parliamentaryTriennial Con-
ventions oﬂ,‘g’ejpnd, where the fupreme Mo-
narch, the Provincial Kings,the feudatoryLords,
the Nobles, landed Men, Druids, &c. by the

> C2 unbiafled
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unbiafled Suffrages of the People, convened for
the Peace, good Government and Security of
each particular Province, as well as thofe of the
whole Kingdom. Many Centuries had this
wife Conftitution fubfifted here, before our
Neighbours, even of South Britain, knew any
thing relative to Houfes, or Raiment ; it being
notorious that fo late as the Arrival of Fulius
Cz/ar among them, they painted their Bodies,
to render them terrible, and Jived in the open
Fields. It is really fomewhat furprzing that
People fo near in Situtation, fhould differ fo
effentially in Difpofition, as the Inhabitants of
thofe Iflands have in all Ages 3 Hofpitality hav-
ing been the diftinguifhing Attribute of the
Irifb,and it’s oppofite Defeét, that of the Britons:
the Account given of them by Horace 1700 and
odd Years ago, Vifam Britannas Hofpitibus feros,
being as literally applicable to them at this Day,
where the Force of Education doth not operate
to mitigate their natural Ferocity.

But to return: St. Patrick in his Way toTa-
rab, took up his Lodgings at the Houfe of the
hofpitable Sefenen in Meath, who kindly received
and welcomed him. St. Patrick preach’d Chrift
and his Gofpel to him; he believed, and was
baptized with his whole Family.

From the Houfe of Sefgnen, he moved Wefl-
ward, and arrived on Eafter Eve at Fierta-fir- feicy
on the Northern Banks of the River Boyne, where
he refted, refolving there to prepare for the next
Day’s Solemnity. It was penal for any Perfon
at the Time of the Celebration of this folemn
Convention at Taragb, to kindle a Fire in the
Province, before the King’s Bonfire firft appear-
ed. Iam of Opinion this was a religious Cere-
mony, as the chief Deity of the antient Inha-

bitants,
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bitants, in exterior Worfhip efpecially, was Be/,
or Belus 3 whence Apollo or Ap-haul, the Son of
the Sun, whom they emblematically worfhipped,
by thole fiery Offerings ; whence the firft Day
of May, peculiarly dedicated to this Be/, is even
now in Ir#fb, called Lba-Bel-Thinib, and proba-
bly from the fame Source may be derived the
Cuftom of lighting up Bonfires, and Sops, on the
Eve of the 24th Day of Fume. St. Patrick how-
ever, either not knowing or not minding this
Ceremony, lighted up a Fire before his Booth,
which altho’ eight Miles diftant from Zarab,
was very vifible. It was feen with Aftonifhment
from Court, and the Druids informed the King,
that if he did not immediately extinguifth the
Fire, he who kindled it, and his Succeflors,
thould for ever hold the Principality of Jreland ;
which hath hitherto turned out a true Prediction
of thofe Heathen Priefts, in a Primatial and
Spiritual Principality.

The King difpatched Meflengers to bring
Patrick before him, and gave his pofitive Orders,
that nobody fhould prefume to rife out of his
- Seat, or pay him the leaft Honour: But Ere,
the Son of Dego, ventured to difobey this Com-
mand ; he arofe,and offered the Holy Father his
Seat, St. Patrick preached to him and converted
him. He became a Perfon of eminent Sanctity,
and after fome Time was confecrated by St
Patrick, Bithop of Slain.

The Day following, when St. Patrick and two
of his Difciples appeared unexpectedly at Courr,
and preached to the King and his Nobles, Dus-
tach, the King’s Poet Laureat, payed Honour
and Ref) to the Saint, and was converted
by his Preaching, ZFiech, a young Poet, who
was under the Tuition of Dubrack, was alfo con-

verted,
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verted, and afterwards made Bifhop of Skrty,
and is faid to have been the Author of a cele-
brated Poem, compofed in Praife of St. Patrick.
Anfelm, Arch-Bithop of Canterbury, relates the
Converfion of Tingar, the Son of Clito, (one of
the Nobles in this Affembly,) in the fame Man-
ner. The Queen alfo, and many others of the
Court, became Chriftians; and altho’ the King
held out for a long Time with great Obftinacy,

yet at laft he fubmitted to be baptized. St. Pa-

trick is {aid here to have wrought many Mira-
cles: There could not truly, even according to
the Purpofes of human Wifdom, have happened

a more folemn or weighty Occafion, for God

Almighty’s fupporting this Holy Preacher by
Miracles, than when the colle&ive Body of the
whole Nation was affembled together ; from
whofe Report and Conviction, the Influences of
his blefled Works and Do&rine muft of Courfe
ipread through the whole Kingdom,

His Conduét and Proceedings here, with a
particular Petail of the Miracles wrought by
him, may be had at large in the Hiftory of his
Life, publithed by Fobu Colgan.

From Tarab, the Saint proceeded next to Tal-
ten, not far from thence, at the Seafon of the
Royal Diverfions : Here he preached to Cairdre,
and Conall, the two Brothers of King Leogin;
the former received him with great Indignity,
and perverfely fhut his Ears againft his Doctrine ;
but Conall believed, and was baptized, and gave
St. Patrick a Place to build a Church on.

This Conall was Great-Grand-Father to Co-
lumb-Kill. He {pent the Remainder of this Year
in Meath and Louth, and the Diftricts adjoin-
ing, preaching, and converting great Numbers
of People. The Taltenian Sports above-me:é

' tion
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tioned, have been much celebrated by the Zrigp
Hiftorians, and Antiquaries. They were a kind
of warlike Exercifes, fomewhat refembling the
Ofympick Games, confifting of Racing, Tilts,
Tournaments, Wreftling, Leaping, Vaulting,
and all other manly and martial Exercifes,
which gave Rife to the many hyperbolical
Tales, formerly related of thofe Ta/tenian Sports.
They were exhibited every Year at Talzen, a
Mountain in Meath, for fifteen Days before,
and fifteen Days after the Firft of Auguff. Their
firft Inftitution is afcribed to Lugbaid-lam-fadha,
the twelfth King of Freland,” who began his
Reign 4. M. 2764 (a fufficient Proof of Zre-
land’s Antiquity as a Kingdom). They were
ordained by Lughaid, in Gratitude to the Memory
of Tailte, the Daughter of "Magh-Mare, (a Prince
of fome Part of Spain) who having been mar-
ried to Eochaid, King of Freland, took the fame
Lughaid under her Prote®ion, and had the Care
of his Education 'in* his Minority. From this
Princefs both, the'Sports, and the Place where
they were celebrated, took their Names : From
Lughaid, the Firft of Auguft was called Lugnafa,
or the Memory of Lughaid, Nafz fignifying
Memory, ‘in‘the Irifb Language. :
In the Year of the World 2y00, Gideon then
reigning fourth Judge of the Hebrews, appear'd
many Heroes, as Hercules, Orpheus, Caftor, Ppl-
lux, the Argonauts; Fafon, Laomedon, Theficrs,
Dedalus, 8c. ~ The Amazones, Heroines of Scy-
thic Extraction, having loft their Hufbands in
-'Bgt't]e, took up Arms themfelves, with a manly
'S?i_tit of Refentment, and (infpired with Love
of their deceafed Hufbands, and Grief for fo
reat and ‘irretrievable a Lofs!) fubdued 4/,
‘and built Epbefus.  Hercules and Thefeus waged
‘ War
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‘War againft thofe Heroines, and defeated them,
more to the Glory of the Vanquifhed than their
own, thofe Matrons having defended themf{elves
with furprizing Refolution. They cut off the
Guards fet over them, and efcaped the Severity
and Pride of their Conquerors. Hercules, in
Honour of fuch extraordinary heroick Females,
inftituted the Olympick Games ; as likewife did
Thefeus, the Itbmian, in the Year of the World,
about 2700, the Taltenian Sports, the very fame
with the Qlympick, brought fixty-four Years after
from Spain into Ireland, by 7 ailte, and her Fol-
lowers. Now this Zaslte, Queen of freland, was
the Grand-daughter of an mazone Princefs,
thofe immortal Females having, with their Pro-
geny, Friends and Followers, to avoid the ru-
inous Hoftilities of Hercules and Thefeus, fought
Shelter in Spain, whither they imported the
Learning of 7rifmegifius, the Grandion of Mer-
cury, and Glory of Zgypt, together with all
the literary Arts derived into Greece, from Phe-
wicia, by Cadmus, the Brother of Europa, about
the Year of the World 2530, Othonicl then
reigning the firft Judge of the Hebrews. The
Pofterity of this ancient and illuftrious Colony,
about the Year of the World 3000, (So/omoen then
reigning with great Splendour, third King of
the Hebrews) fettled in this Kingdom, as before
obferved : So that, by an impartial Eftimate of
Dates, Periods, and Fats, our Origin is well
afcertained, our early Poffeflion of Letters, wife
Policy, and the politer Arts, proved, and the
Remark of an Ifalian Monk in the 7th Century,
from the Univerfity of Mangret, in an Epiftle

to his Correfpondent at Rome, juftified, Ni/ mi-

rum Populum bunc Celtico Scythicum ¢ preclard
Amazonidum flirpé ariundum, verd Religiont ¢t
BT in-
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incorruptd  Fide illuminatum, [apientia DoSrina
optimqgm Moribus ernatum, viros fortes et Fe-
minas caftas plerumque procreare, A Refcript of
this Original Epiftle ftill extant, in the Vartican
Library, fome Years ago in the Hands of Fa-
ther Don Levy, may therefore, 1 believe, be
found in the College of Lombard at Paris.

In this fhining Period were Cathedrals and
Churches ereéted, Univerfities founded and

- eftablithed, Colleges, Seminaries, and Schools

propagated in many Parts of this Kingdom,
which, at the fame Time, becanie a peaceful
and hofpitable Retreat to religious and learned
Men, difturbed on the Continent of Zurope, by
the frequent Invafions, and cruel Hoftilities of
the North-men, whofe Piracies and Barbarity,
even [reland cou’d not always efcape! For,
from the Time of Artigrius, Archbithop of
Ardmagh in 822, for near 200 Yecars the cruel
Danes miferably ravaged this Kingdom, deftroy-
ing, by Fire and Sword, every Eitablifhment,
as well of Piety as Learning, (to both which,
and to all religious Maxims of. civilized Society,
they had been avowed implacable Enemies) till
they were themfelves, in 1014, totally defeated
at Clontarf, by the invincible Arms of the Great
Monarch,. Bryan Berous from whom defcended
a Race confpicuous for exemplary Prelates, he-
roick Leaders, and fteady Patriots.

The learned Author of the Differtations before-
mentioned, charges this Hero with a Violation

- of the Conflitution of his Country: Yet the

Violation {eems of far earlier Date, when the

fupreme Menarchy was, by the Hugonian Law,

inalienably united to one Family, whofe Sove-

reignty, however founded originally, whether

by Birth,: or Elettion, was effential tothe pub-
. W
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lic Welfare : For we muft allow that the Pre-

fervation of the People is the principal Law to
which all others are fubordinate. Salus Populi
Juprema Lex ; and equally, that not only the
Neceflities, but the Safety alfo of the People, at
that Time of Danger and Diftration, eagerly
called forth the Conduct and Valour, the pro-
tective and reftorative Abilities of that great and
virtuous Man, of whom a faithful Hiftorian,
in his Detail of the Battle of Clontarf, fays ;
Integra prius adepta Viclorid rebus bumanis codem
Dié exceffit vir Belle ac Pacé' fummus, Fuftitie,
Religionis, Literarum, Cultor eximius, et cum Ca-
rolo Magno utique comparandus.-. -

In the 239th Page of the Differtations, the ex-
cellent Author exprefleth himfelf as follows :

““ Inow proreed to give fome Account of the
fecond Royal Houfe of Scots, the oldeft of the
Milefian Race, and the Pofterity of Eber.”” This
Race then being avowed the oldeft, in Refpet
of Primogeniture, muft, of Courfe, have been
prior in Point of Dignity and Sway, or at leaft,
equally entitled to the Ele€tion of the People
to fuch Ranks; were not thofe by violent Mea-
tures annexed to the Heremonian Line: Yet, how-
ever this might have been, certain it is, that no
Houfes that we read of, ancient or modern,
have produced a greater Number of truly he-
roick Princes, or of longer Continuance, than
thofe of the North and South Hy-Nszl; from
whom-alfo iffued many noble Families of real
Worth, and equal Renown. With Bryan, the
happy Genius of Ireland, in a great Meafure,
expired : For the cruel Danes had, for near 200
Years before, fo wofully overturned the Uni-
verfities of Ardmagh, Dondaleith-Glafs, Mongret,
and Lifmore, with all other Seminaries of Piety

and
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and Learning, (the only genuine Sources of na-
tional Greatnefs, Concord, good Difcipline, and
Happinefs) had obliged, in the §th Certury,
fo many learned Men to feek that Shelter and
Security on the Continent, which the barbarous
Hoftiliries, and impious Manners of thofe Norh-
erns, denied them at Home; had made fuch
frequent lamentable Breaches in the antient, wile
Conltitution of the Kingdom ; had, by the faral

-~ Example of their profiigate diffolute Lives, fo
vitiated the national Morality ; and finally. had
left behind them fo many noxious Seeds of Fac-
tion and Anarchy, as, in lefs than two Centu-
ries, gave up a Kingdom, of above 2000 Years
Eftablithment, the unaccountable Prey of a
few adventurous Normans !

Patrick governed the See of Dublin about
ten Years, and, in a Voyage to England, pe-
rifhed by Shipwreck, in the Brisih Sea, on the
16th of Offober, 1084; having been fent to
Lanfranc, Archbithop of Canterbury, by King
Tirdelvac. ]

Donat, or Dongus O’ Haingly, having {pent
fome Time in the Study of wfeful Learning in
Ireland, went over into England, and became a
Benedictine Monk at Canmterbury. He was after-
wards, (by the Confent of King 7irdelvac, and
the Clergy of Dublin) confecrated, 4. D. 1085,
in the Cathedral of Camterbury, by the betgre-
mentioned Laafrane, to whom he made the fol-
lowing Profeflion of Obedience :

. *“1, Donat; Bifthop of the See of Dublin in

Jreland; do ‘promife Canonical Obedience to you.

O’ Lai 5 Archbifhop of the holy Church of
and to your Succeflors.”

It“is‘;." fident that the Title of the Kings of
England_to this Kingdom, by Papal Donation,
2 or

hﬁsm‘x.} e
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or Appointment, was very infufficient, if not
abfolutely trifling : Nor could a Right of Con-
queft be urged in any Period of the Reign of
Henry the Second, or his Defcendants.  But
the Great and Royal Families of Ireland, long
the Prey of Faltion, deliberately preferred a.
limitted and ftipulated Submifiion to foreign
Authority, to the various Evils arifing from
inteftine Feuds and Animofities ; and this, had
the wife Conditions thereof been conftantly at-
tended to, with mutual Obfervance, had been
a found Title, well and judicioufly founded.
True it is, that after the Surrender of the
Crown by King Fobn to the See of Rome, the
Pope exerted fome temporal Authority in this
Kingdom, inftanced in his having created * M.
Con More Mc. Namaras Duke of Klan Cullane,
a Man of great Valour and Piety, fupported by
ample Pofleflions in- the Baronies of Z#/la and
Bunratty, in the County of Clare; which ex-
tenfive Diftri¢ts entirely belonged to that an-
tient, hofpitable, martial, and religious Race,
of which Me. Con More was Chief: The Me.
Namaras, more or lefs, have in all Ages made,
and ftill continue to make, a diftinguifhed Fi-
gure, as well in the Field, as in the learned Pro-
feflions ; and were formerly fo warlike a People,
that of themfelves they formed an heroic Ca-
-valry, juftly ftiled the Pbalanx of that Part of
Ireland wherein they refided.
How our Neighbours came'to call us waild
Ayrifb, 1 am a Lofs to conjecture ; it being evi-
dent

* This Mac Con More Macnamara, Duke of Klan Culiane,
founded, ereted, and amply endowed the beautiful Abbey
of Quin ; as did other Chieftains of his Name and Family,

feveral Parochial Churches, with a great Number of mag-
nificent Caftles. : i
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dent we have been a thoufand Years, at leaft,
in Poffeffion of Letters, Laws, and Civility,
before the Arrival of Fulius Cafar in Britain.

I am equally at a Lofs to know why a Man
fhould become a ftanding Jeft for his Ignorance
in an alien Tongue, almoft the conftant Fate of
our Countrymen in Britain, where, whoever is
not {martly expert in the Englyh Language, is
immediately denominated a Teague, a Paddy, or
1 know not what, in the Stile of Derifion: At
the fame Time that the moft awkward-tongued
Irifoman in London {peaks Englifp with far more
Propriety, and a better Accent, than the fmart-
eft Britifb Petit Maitre in Paris doth French.

- Some dramatick Scriblers, (probably of our
own degenerate Growth) the better to qualify
them for eleemofinary Dinners, gave' Rife to this
impertinent Treatment of a Nation, which, from
the concurrent Teftimonies of all the Difpafiion-

- ate and Learned, can, in Reality, be as little the

Objett of Scurrility, as any other.

Why thould even poor Teague prove fo con-
ftant a Butt, to. Farce-wrights, and Hackney
Laughers ; when, upon Examination, he is, by
a_thoufand Degrees, preferable to the Britifh
Hobbinol, or Freach Gregoire? For Teague is
a very Pattern of Hofpitality ; fo much fo, that
if 2 Gentleman fhould happen to mifs his Road,
and be neffitated to feek the Shelter of Teague’s
Cabbin, or Hut, was poor Teagae trufling to
two Sheep for his worldly Subfiftance, he would
kiil one, and fell the other, at the next Village
or Inn, for the better Entertainment of his
Gueft, and think himfelf happy in fuch an
Occalion of approving his Generofity and Re-
ipect : He would the next Norning abandon his
Spade, and chearfully trot ten Miles to ﬂ_ncvls;
l fuc
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fuch bewilder’d Gentleman the right Road. He
1s naturally civil, generous, and hofpitatle, (for
fcarce a Night paffeth that poor Travellers are
not entertained in his Cottage,) extremely re-
{pectful to his Superiors, and to his Lord and
Mafter faithful to Death. The military Annals
of Europe proclaim his Capacity and Tafte for
Fighting ; then if you fhould take this identi-
cal Teague’s infant Son, and give him a regular
liberal Education, it is one hundred to one,

but he turns out a Gentleman of Merit, Learn-

ing, Worth, and Politenefs ; whereas it would
would certainly require more than Herculean
Labour to chiffel a French Paifan, a primitive
Weftmoreland, or Devonfbire Boor, not only in-
to the Form of an elegant, but even into that
of a fociable Creature. |

The Infignificancy of thofe Jefters and Spat-
terers, will more clearly appear, if we look
back to the wife, free, and truly parliamentary
Conftitution of this Kingdom ; it we recollect
the vaft Length of its Duration, as a free and
independant State ; the military Prowefs of its
Inhabitants in all Ages; their vitorious Con-
flicts with the Romans, and with the French un-
der Henry the Vth, and the Black Prince; their
having founded a Monarchy in North Britain,
whence, by a Right of Defcent, in Addition to
every other, his prefent Majefty, (whom God
long preferve,) by the fpecial Providence and
infinite Mercy of Heaven, ruleth over us: If
we confider the Number of our Univerfities,
Colleges, and Academies, religious Monafte-
ries and pious Seminaries, reforted to from all
civilized Parts of Europe, our Metropolitical
and Diocefan Cathedrals ; on fuch impartial Re-

view, furely, the foregoing Tribe of Sneere.rds
an
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and Flouters muft dwindle into deferved Con-
tempt. _

I fhall clofe this feeble Attempt on the an-
tient State of Ireland, whith the Delcription there- -
of by Donat, Bithop of Fefule, near Florence, in

_ the 7th or 8th Century; referring, at the fame
* Time, to the moft authentick Brizifp Antiqua-
ries, Campden, Giraldus Cambrenfis, Buchanan,
Ware, &c. for Confirmation of what hath been
previoufly obferved on the fame Subjett.

Finibus Occiduis deferibitur optima Tellus,
Nomine et Antiquis Scoria feripta Libris—
Infula dives Opum, Gemmarum, Peflis et Auri,
Commoda Corporibus, Aere fale Sola

Melle fluit pulchris et latieis Scotia Campis
Veflibus atque Armis, frugibus, arte viris.
Urforum Rabies, nulla eff ibi , Jeva Leonum
Semina, nec unguam Scovica Terra tulir

- Nulla Venena nocent, nec Serpens Jerpit in Herbd,
Nec conquefia canit Garula Rona Lacu

In qua ScotoruMm Gentes babitare merentur
Inclita Gens Hominum Milite, Pace, Fide.

Thus Englifhed by the Ingenius and Reverend
Mr. Dunkin :

¢ Far Weftward, lies an Ifle of antient Fame,
¢ By Natureblefs’d, and Scor1a is her Name ;
““ Enroll’d in Books: Exhauftlefs is her Store
“ Of veiny Silver, and of Golden Ore :
““ Her fruitful Soil for ever teams with Wealth,
“ With Gems her Waters, and her Air with
 Health :
€ ng"verdant Fields with Milk and Honey
oW 3
£ "Her woally Fleeces vie with Virgin SnowI {
fc er
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« Her waving Furrows float with bearded Corn, -

“ And Arms and Arts her envy’d Sons adorn.

<« No favage Bear, with lawlefs Fury, roves ;

< No rav’nous Lion, thro’ her peaceful Grovess

¢« No Poifon there infets ; no fcaly Snake

¢« Creeps thro’ the Grafs, nor Frog annoys the
Lake:

“ An Ifland worthy of its pious Race,

¢ ITnWar triumphant, and unmatch’d inPeace.”

This Donat, Bithop of Fefula, was an Irifb- -

man, of the antient and hofpitable Family, after-
wards O Hogan; a Family which held ample and
fair Poffeffions in the Province of Mun/fter, and
which, in former Times, adorned the See of
Killaloe, with four very learned and exemplary
Prelates ; namely, with Masthew O Hogan, who
fucceeded to this Bifhoprick, in the”Reign of
Henry the 111d, and in the Year of our Lord
1267 5 and who, having much enlarged his Dio-
cefe, and done many fignal Aéts of popular Cha-
rity, died in the Year, 1281, and was buried
in Limerick, in a Convent of Dominican Friars.
To this Bithop fucceeded Maurice O Hogan,
who governed this See with peculiar Zeal and
Charity, upwards of fixteen Years, and died in
1298, or the Year following, and was buried
in "his own Church. Tbomas O Hogan, Canon
of Killaloe, was confecrated in 1343, and died
on the 3oth of Odber, 1354; five Days after
which, he was buried among his worthy An-
celtors at Nemagh ; as may be feen in the An-

nals of that Place. |
Rickard O Hogan fucceeded to the See of
Killalee, in 1525, and was in 1539 tranflated to
Clon Mae Nois: He was a Prelate of great
L earning
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Learning and Capacity, in all fpiritual and ec-
clefiaftical Matters.

This antient Family is, at this Time, repre -
fented by Edmund O Hogan, Efq; High Sheriff
of the (.ount of Clare, a Gentlf:man, who,
by the whole Tcnor of his Life, hath proved
Gencroﬁty of Heart, Charity, and Hofpitality,

to be Qualities inherent.

Dermod Mac Murchad, favereign Prince of
Hy-Kinfellagh, banithed by Rederick O Connor,
King of Ireland, for his various and high State
Crimes, fought Sanctuary and Redrefs in the
Court of England ; where, in the Abfence of
Henry, then in Normandy, diverfe adventurous
Normm, Elemings, Saxons, and old Briteus, (be-
ing themlfelves unfettled, and uneftablithed) aca
ceded to the Fate and F ortunes of Dermod, un-
der the Condudt of Strangbaw, Earl of Pembroke,
whofe cafual Syccefs in Ireland, againtt Roderick
(owing more to the general Defeftion, at that
“fatal Period, of the Irifb. Chiefs againft their
lawful Sovereign, than to any fuperior Valour or
Addrefs of thofe Adventurers) induced Henry to
a deliberate and grand Invafion of a Kingdom,
to which he could lay no Claim oa the Score ¢f
Nature, Reafon, or Rwht, and whither his
pretended Miflion, on the Score of colle@ing
St. Peter’s Dues, (which St. Peter himleif never
once thought of, or imagined) was as ridiculons
as groundlef: The Summa Dics, however, ar-
rived : and the People of /reland, wearied out
with intefline Strife, acknowicdged Hewry for
their Sovereign Lord ; and a grand Charter cf
Rights and Covenants mutual Protection and
Allegiance, was entered into, anteriorly to thac
of England. How well this « harter was ob/erved
on the protedive Side, Ethe ablolute Anarchy of

near
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fear four Centuries, from its original Date and
Perfection, to the Reign of ‘Queen Elizabeth,
demonftrates: A ‘whole Nation, that fought
Protection, and that agreed for quiet, regular,
and lawful Government, upon rationableTerms,
deprived of the Power of ordaining Laws for
its own Security and Well-being, and precluded
(all to four or five great and favourite Families)
from.the Benefits and Advantages accruing from
thole of that Kingdom, to which it had volun-
tarily united itfelf; expofed, through fuch a
Length of Time, to arbitary Depredations, and
unpunifthed, unredrefied, uncenfured Rapine,
Quis talia fando temperet a Lachrymis !

King Henry called back into England, to lay
the Storms raifed by his rebellious Sons, with
whom and Thomas Becket, Archbifhop of Can-
terbury, he was fo conftantly embroiled to the
End of his Life, that he could little attend to
the ' Settlement of the Affairs of this new ac-
quired Sovereignty.

Richard the Firft, his immediate Succeffor,
called away to the Holy Wars againft the Sara-
cens, had as little Leifure as his Predeceffor to
promote the Quiet, or Happinefs of Ireland.

From the ufurped Authority of King Fobu, a
continued Series of Papal Animofity, Blood-
thed, Calamities and Piracies, clofed at laft by
Poifon; little befide political Difafters of all
Sorts, could be expected.

Henry the Third, through a Reign of Fifty-
fix Years, was continually involved in Troubles
and Hoftilities, with his inflexible Exgl/ifb Ba-
rons.
- Edward the Firft, a great and warlike Prince,
was, throughout his whole Reign, engaged in

¢the Reduction of the #elch and Scors, and fo
" intent
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tntent thereon, that he could turn his Thoughts
to no other Object. |

Edward the Second, indeed, fent Gaveflon hi-
ther, more to fcreen him from the implacable
Refentments of the ftubborn Engli/b Nobility,
than to render any good Offices to the Inhabi-
tants of this Country ; who, indifcriminately,
(Strongbownians as well as Irifb) felt the Severity
of that infolent Favourite’s Meafures.

" Richard the Second vifited this Kingdom in
Perfon, with the good Intentions of eftablifhing
Peace, Order, and Harmony, in a valuable but

long negleted Eftate: Yet his own adverfe
Fate, confpiring with that of this Land, called
him back, before he could carry his favourable
Refolutions into Execution, to defend his £ng-
Ji/b Dominions from the hoftile Attacks of Henry,
Earl of Hereford, who, with the Duke of  Nor-
folk, Son to Yoba of Gaunt, had fome Years be-
fore been banifhed by Ricbard, to prevent a
perfonal Combat: This King, worthy more
propitious Stars, long agitated and affliCted by
the Turbulence and irreconcilable Obitinacy of

“his Britifb Subjeéts, perithed. at laft under the

impious Hands of Sir Prerce of Exton, who, at
the Head of eight barbarous armed Aflaflins,
rufhed into his Chamber; and- murdered him.
The Reign of Hemry the Fourth was fhort,
tumultuous, and bloody ; Deluges of noble Blood
having been fhed by the bale Hands of the
common Executioner, to confirm a Throne ac-
quired by abominable Crimes, and Violence!!
And no fooner had thefe dreadful Storms begun
to abate, than Henry was forced to depart from
a Scene he had more adorned, (for he was,

without Queftion, a great and valiant Man)
K2 had

A
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had not his Ambition blindly hurried him be-
yond the Bounds of Juftice and Nature. |

Henry the Fifth, his Son and Succeffor, and
truly Inheritor of his Ambition and watlike
Genius, imagining himfelf aggrieved by the
Saligue Law, which excluded his Great Great-
Grandmother, Ifabel, from the Monarchy of
France, turned his elevated Thoughts intirely
to the Conqueft of that Kingdom : Wherein,
by his own vaft Merit in martial Affairs, and
the Co-operation of the Queen of Frasnce, (Con-
H{ort of Charles the Sixth, then frantick,) and thar
of the Duke of Burgundy, great and powerful
‘Prince, he fo far fucceeded, as, after his Mar-
riage with Catharine de - Valsis, Daughter of
‘Charles the Sixth, to be erowned, and acknow-
ledged King of France.

‘F'o this great and vi€torious Monarch fucceed-
ed Hemy the Sixth, who, through a long,
various, and conftantly clouded Reign, feemed
the very Play of Fortune! This Day a King,
the next a Prifoner ! One Day acknowleged by
his Parliament, the next attainted! One Daya
Conqueror, and the next a Captive !

Fierce, frequent, and bloody, were the Con-
flicts between the Houfes of 2urk and Lancafter,
the White and Red Rofes;, the former endeavour-
ing to recover its Lofs, the latter to maintain
its ufurped Authority. In this dreadful Quarrel
perifhed two hundred thoufand of private Sol-
diers; ten thoufand of the Nobility, Gentry,
and Perfons of Diftinétion ; three Kings; and,
at laft, the entire Race of Plantagenct.

£dward the Fourth foon fell, by his natural
Intemperance, or rather by the infatiable Cruel-
ty of Gloucefler ; who had already facrificed his
Brother Clarence, to pave his Way to the Throne.

Nor

..*.f 4
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“Nor better fared it with Edward the Fifth, who,

by all the Arts of Sedu&@ion and Delufion,
which his unpatural Uncle and Guardian,
Richard, prattifed on the Fears and Weaknefs
of the Queen Dowager ; was, with his Brother

‘the Duke of 2urk, conveyed with great Pomp

to the Tower ; where the bloody Tyrant, aideq
by the Duke of Buckingbam, foon" facrificed

- thofe young, innocent and hopeful Princes ¢o

his wicked and boundlefs Ambition. But he
foon after loft his own flagitious Life, and a
moft cruelly-acquired Crown, on the Plajps of
Béfworth,

To him fucceeded Henry the Seventh,and the
firft of the Race of Tudor, a great, wife and
valiant Prince, but rather too much inclined to
Rigour, and Avarice ; Imperfections which ex-

tremely blemithed his other great Qualities.

In the tenth Year of this Reéign, the Parlig-
‘mentary Conftitution of Ireland received ga

‘deeper Stab than had-ever before, or fince, been

inflicted thereon, by a Statute Law, commonly
called Poynin’s A& ; by which a new, and, tijl

- ‘that wretched Period, an unheard of Order, wag

added to the three eftablifhed Ranks of the
State. By this Law, the Englifp Privy-Council
may impofe a Negative on the free and URanimoLs
Parliamentary Ordinances of the reprefentative
Body of the Kingdom of freland ; a manifeft
Injury to ‘the Authority and Dignity of Parlja-
ment; and an equal Dimunution of the Royal
Prerogative, that only thould include, and
Thould ‘alone exert, a Power fo important,
_In Times dark, tumultuated and dangerous,
no- Wonder extraordinary Laws thould pafs :
Defperate Difeafes require defperate Remedies : But
when the Fever is removed, it certainly is a
horrid
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horrid Management to leave the bliftering
‘Plaitter ftill fticking to the recovered Patient’s
Back. - : :

The Diftempers of this Nation were heavy,
complicated and chronic; and finally curable,
only by the falutary all-hcaling Hands of our
prefent King, and prefent Parliament. 2

To Henry the Seventh fucceeded Henry the
Eighth, as confummate a Tyrant, in every
Senfe, as ever fwayed the Britifb, or any other
Sceptre ; whofe whole Life was fo continued a.
Scene of wanton Diffipation, Luft, Cruelty,
Rapine, Bloodthed and Sacrilege, that 1t mult
have been a peculiar Happinefs, to any Part of
his Pominions, to have been negleéZed or forgot-
ten by him: Nor could the two fucceeding
Reigns of Edward the Sixth, and Queen Mary,
thort, various, cloudy, and vaftly agitated on
the Score of Religion, (which, in thofe two
Reigns, took Faces almoft diametrically op-
pofite,) afford this Kingdom much refleCted
Sunfhine.

To thofe enfued that of Queen Elizabeth, a
Princefs of powerful Abilities, who, truly intent
on the Peace and Welfare of her Subjects,
caufed her Laws to operate, and Juftice to cir-
culate in this Kingdom, abandoned, as hath
been obferved, to. a State almoft of Anarchy,
thro’ a difmal Series of feventeen Reigns: But
the Reformation in Religion, which fhe efta-
blithed in England, and introduced in Ireland,
much obviated her Purpofes for the latter King-
dom: For, the Iri/h, more tenacious of their
Altars, than of their Fire-places, could not
eafily reconcile themfelves to the Exchange of a
Religion they deemed a mew ome, for that they -
had been in Poffeffion of from the fourth, Lo

| the
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the fifteenth Century: Which produced a re-
bellious Defetion, in"a few of the principal
Chieftains of this Land, and gave Occafion to
the greedy Provincial Precedents, of trumping
up simaginary Rebellions, to pave the Way (o real
Forfeitures ; thereby to aggrandize their own
Houfes ; what fome of them effectually ac-
complifhed, to the Ruin and Extirpation of
many honeft Families.

This great and illuftrious Princefs, (whofe
Reign had remained untarnithed; had it not
been for the Death of the ill-fated Queen of
Scotland) was fucceeded by Fames the Sixth of
Scotland, and the firft of the St#ar: Race that
governed England: Fromvthis Prince, defcend-
ed of Irifh Kings, the People of Ireland might
have expected many Favours and Immunities ;
wherein, however, they were miferably difap-
pointed : Which, with-a Train of other Hard-
fhips and antiparental Severities, ( particularly

_ his alienating, at ome Stroke, fix of the beft

Counties in the Kingdom, on the procured Tefti-
mony of an obfcure: wretched Individual, one

- Teige Lenane,) is too fufficient and too lafting a

Proof of: ‘Heu! tot Conquefia Annorum, baujerit
una Dies! The Pofleflion of at leaft twenty’
Centuries, of the great and good, the heroic
and hofpitable O Neils, O Donnels, Mac Guires,
Mac Gennifes, O Reillys, O Cabanes, &c. ravithed
away to gratify hungry Favourites, and indigent
Relatives ! the fix Counties, however, as the
Law Term has it, ¢ftheated. Had the Highlands
of Seotland, at that unhappy Period, been more
Edpulated, propably fix or eight Counties more
ad.been procured to ¢ftbeat, and there had been
3 braa Clutch of bonny Traitorsy the O Connars,
Mac Carthys, O Brigns, Q Donnels, O Haras,
Q Maloues,
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O Malones, &c. had been all in the fame Botiom
with the Families above mentioned ; efpecidlly,
as they could not, according to Femes the Firft’s
own Phrafe, leek to the Popée, and rbw with
bim. ' -
To Fames the 6th of Seotland, and firft of
England, fucceeded Charles the Firft 5 who, nots
withftanding his ‘eminent Poffeflion of all the
Virtues that adorn and illuftrate human Nature,
could neither divert the adverfe Fate of Subjefts,
or prevent his own. | :
The Difleifin of many honeft Families in the
County of Kilkenny, and elfewhere, by theEarl
of Strafford, on ftale Pretences of New Perform-
ance of Covenants on their Part; his Atcempt of
confifcating twenty-five Parts in thirty of the
whole Province of Comnaught, on a Claim of
Defcent, dormant 300 Years, and originally ill
founded, with the arbitrary Steps by him takento
the Accomplithment of this wafteful Purpofe;
too clearly proved that Nobleman a fecond
Verres. The cruel and intoxicated Adminiitra-
tion of the Rump Parliament ; the infolent, li-
centious, and riotous Controul of the military
Independenss ; the abje& Tyranny of Oliver
Cromwell, who proftrated Conftitution, Church
and State, will always be recollected with the
Contempt, Horror, and Deteftation of every
good Subject, A
‘The Calamities from 1641, to the happy Re-
itoration of King Cbarles the Second, in 1660,
being common to all good Subjeéts, were the
more tolerable, ferre quam f[ortem patiuntur omnes,
nemo recufat : But now or never, furely, might
his ever loyal, ever faithful Irifb Subjets have,
with the moit reafonable Affurance, hoped, if -

not for publick and lafting Rewards, the com-
mon
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mon Wages of uncommon Fidelity; at leaft,
for a Reftitution of what had been their own,
" through Ages immemorial. ' ;

Will late Pofterity believe, that, in Favour of
mercenary Adventurers, who advanced Money
to provide for a defperate regicide Army ; in
Favour of the Officers of this fame Army, whom
theit Ringleader Cromwell, feared as his Con-
fcience was, indulged with no more than tem-
porary Grants of the Eftates belonging to the
King’s moft faithful Subjects : Will Pofterity,
1 fay, believe, that, in fpecial Favour of fuch
Men, thofe identical Subjeéis, the braveft Advo.
cates, as well as the moft affe@ionate undeviar-
ing Friends of the Monarchy and Conftitution,
were for ever deprived of their Properties! To
remunerate the others, the moft inveterete and
implacable Enemies of ertuer ! Doing Good for
Evil is a Divine Precept, and certainly includes
a moft fublime Moral; but rendering Evil for
Goed, is fuch a Principle as mait carry Horror
with it, among favage Nations!

The King of France’s immediate Letter, on
this Subject, to King Charles the Second, as it
refleCts Honour on the Memory of thofe illuftri-

ous Sufferers, I therefore take Leave to tranfcribe
in this Place.

His Mol Chrifiian Majefty’s Letter to the King of
Great Britain, ix Favour of the Roman Ca-

tholicks of Ireland.

<« Moft High, Moft Excellent, and Moft
‘ Potent Prince; our dear and well-beloved Bro-
“ ther and Coufin! At the fame Time that we
“ have been ‘told of your Majefty’s great Good-
“ nefs. towards your Subjeéts, and the Prece-
o *¢ dent
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« dent you have given of an extraordinary Cle-

mency, in granting them your general Am-
nelty (fome few only excepted, of thofe
whom the Blood of their King, and that of
his People, cry aloud to Heaven for Revenge
againft). We could not but let your Majefty
know, that we were extremely farprized to
hear, that the Carbolicks of Ireland were ex-
cluded from that Aé of Oblivion, and, by
that Means, put into the Number of the mofe
criminal!  'This News has fo much the more
excited our Compaflion towards them, that
we have been informed, that, in a/l the
Changes which have hitherto happened in your
Dominions, and in the almoft general Defec-
tion of your Subjelts, mone ftood more conflant
to their lawful Severeign, even in the greateft
Streights, than the Catholicks: S