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T  O

M a t t h e w  M c. N a m a r a ,

O f  L I M E R I C K ,  E f q ;  

C o u n s e l l o r  a t  L A W .

U S T L Y  fen fib je , Sir, h o w  
iin cere ly  Y o u  h ave  th e  C h a r a c -  
ter and E fte e m  o f  our N a t iv e  
C o u n tr y  at H e a rt ,  I  tak e  L e a v e  
tQ o -̂er tQ Y ou r P eru fa l, and

c o m m e n d  to  Y o u r  favou rab le  A c c e p ta n c e ,

th e  fo l lo w in g  Sheets.
W h a t  gave  th e m  R ife ,  w a s  m y  h a p p e n ­

in g ,  fom e T i m e  fin ce , to  h a ve  fallen into 
C o m p a n y  w ith  tw o  or th ree  fp righ tly  y o u n g  
G e n tle m e n , th en  ju f t  returned fro m  their 
C on tin en ta l R a m b le s ,— w h o  —  a lth o ’ little 
b u rth en ed  w ith  th e  R e lig io n , L a w s ,  L e a rn ­
in g ,  P o licy , C u fto m s, H ab its , M a n n e rs , or 
L a n g u a g e s  o f  a n y , or the feveral C ou n tries  
th e y  had fcam p ered  th ro ’ , a fte ited , n ever-  
thelefs, an h ig h  C o n te m p t for th is,— their 

N ativ e .
A  2 I liftencd



d e d i c a t i o n .
I  liftened w ith  filent Indignation, and 

determ ined to contribute m y  Mite* (2 : 
w ards g iv in g  fuch  unattentive, u n i n f o r * ®  
Y o u th s ,  a m ore adequate Idea o f  this K i n g ­
d o m , under its ancient and under its pre- 
fent h app y E ila b liih m e n t.

T h e  c o m m o n  A ccid en ts  o f  T i m e  m u ft 
lead th em  b y  better A u th o r ity  to clearer 
K n o w le d g e  : In  th e  m ean w h ile , I  profcfs 
m y  O bligations to th e m , as th ey  h ave  g iv e n  
m e  this O pportun ity  o f  declaring m y  R e ­
gard  to m y  C o u n try  in  general, and th e  
particular A ttach m en ts  that ever bind m e , 
in  the  ilridleft Senfe o f  F id e lity  and E -  
ile e m , to a F rie n d  fo  w o rth y  as Y o u  h ave  
been  to,

S I R ,

Y o u r  very obliged, and 

M o i l  obedient Servant.
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I



A  N

e s s a y

O N  T H E

Antient and Modern S t a t e

o F

I  R E L A  N  D.
♦

f a N a f ï î î  a Nation, where áímoft every 
* *  j  Gentleman is better acquainted, and
*fy% more converfant, with the Nature

d f n Circumftances o f  ocher Coun-

P nU ,V «- tri Sr ° f hi9  OWIV  tiie
fn n tri í ^ lnts as may iomewhat
ndu í r  rt0/ Cr Ve f°  ° dd an Inattention, and
nduce thofe far better qualified to render a S u b -

hooe h I T  ;g  Tme JuftÍCe’  wil1 not’ 1 
T S l r u de^me,d. an Impertinence ; in one efpe-
nothmo- h’ r J  t^,'S how ever feeble, hath
nothing befidc the H on ou r and A dvan tage o f

Ireland



Ireland in View, a Kingdom whereof he is, with­
out Vanity, proud o f  being a Native. _

A s  the Story o f  Savages and Barbarians can 
contain nothing inftru&ive, or entertaining, t e 
Antemilefian Inhabitants o f  this Land having 
been moftly fuch, and all furvivmg Accounts 
o f  them almoft totally overcaft with Fable, we 
are therefore, in treating o f  the antient Scoha^r 
modern Ireland, to refer principally to tthree 
diftinguifhed Æras, whereof the firft is,  i ts  

being peopled by an Iberian or Spamjh Ç o lo n y . 
T h e  fécond, truly glorious, the A r r i v a l  o f S t .  

Patrick, in his moft falutary Miffion : T h e  third 
and la ft, its Ceffion to Henry the Second, K i 0 
o f  England, (the firft o f the Royal R a c e o f  P t o -  
tagenet) partly from a pretended Title o f  Adrian 
the Fourth, Pope o f Rome -, partly from the 
reftlefs and infatiable Delires o f Henry.; more 
from the manifold Infirmities o f  the then reign­
ing Iriih Chiefs— but above all, from the pecu­
liarly adverfe Fate o f  Roderick, the laft ot our

T^ie afiiduous, exaft, and candid Author o f  
the * Dijfertaticns, lately publiihed, on the O ri­
gin, Government, Letters, Sciences, Religion, 
Manners and Cuftoms o f  the antient Inhabitants 
o f this Country, hath put all t h o f e  Matters in 
fo clear and happy, and, at the fame Tim e, in
ftrong a L ight, by the Powers o f  various fo­
reign Teftimonies, o f  undeniable Authenticity, 
coincident with our own, that fcarce any T h in g  
new can be offered on the fame Subject.

It may, however, in general be obferved 
that Miltfms. a Spani/h Pr.nce, fo far b“ k  
as the Reign o f  Sclcmon (mitigated by Ne- 
ccffity, or induced by Ambition; with a confi-
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derable N um ber o f  Aflbciates and Followers, 
landed from the W eftern Parts o f  Spain, on the 
Southern Coafts o f  this Iiland, where it is pro­
bable they met little, or but faint Oppofition, 
from wild and undifciplined Inhabitants.

T h o fe  People, from their early Knowledge 
o f  the Phoenician A rts  and Letters, imported 
fuch Rudiments o f  Government and Learning, 
as thofe primitive T im es admitted a T ru th  
vifible from the Similarity or rather Identity o f  
the Phoenician and Scotic Alphabet.

T h is  antient C olony quietly fettled here, re­
mote from the Storms and Revolutions o f  the 
greater W o rld , and fecured by Situation from 
its hoftile Incurfions, there is no D oubt but the 
Cultivation o f  R eligion, Philofophy, Politicks, 
P oetry, and M u fick , became the chief Objefts 
o f  popular Study and Application : T h e  Spirit 
o f  Am bition  in fucceeding A ges, with its u n ­
happy concomitant Train  o f  Sedition, Faótion, 
and Violence, the foreign Invaiions, and often 
the inteftine Oppreffions and Calamities, to 
which our neighbouring Nations were fubjeét, 
calling forth the proteftive or conciliating A ids 
o f  thofe ancient Heroes, made them great M af- 
ters alfo in the A r t  military.

T h e  Pentarchy originally formed by thofe 
Iberian or Celtic Spaniards, with a popular R ight 
o f  Election, was certainly a Kind o f  Govern­
ment extremely confiftent with the Effence and 
Genius o f  true Liberty, and a Syftem derived 
From the Patriarchs themfelves. F or when the 
various Neceffities of Society required a Subor­
dination, together with fome ftated M axim s to 
g o  by, to avoid the confufed and promifcuous 
Intercourfe in a State o f  N atu re; then did the 
People eledft the molt Virtuous and "Wife, to lead

and
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and conduit them in Tim es o f  W a r and T r o u ­
ble ; to govern, inform, and protect them; in 
milder and more aufpicious Seafons. Then was 
the M otto o f  the Crown, or o f  the chief Enfign 
o f  Pre-eminence, Digniori detur, and fo conti­
nued till the Degeneracy o f  T im e, and the 
baneful Growth o f  Avarice and Pride, with the 
feveriih L uft o f Power, perverted it to— Rapiat 
Fortior !

Such, thro’ a long Succeifion o f  A g es , was 
the Condition, and fuch at length the Fate o f  
this Kingdom, deftroyed after a longer Conti­
nuance than any other can boaft, by the Abuie 
o f  its own Powers -, a fure Argument that all 
created Beings, all fublunary Inllitutions, how­
ever wifely compofed, in the very ElTence o f  
their Creation, and in the very Rudiments o f  
their Formation, comprehend, at the fame T im e, 
the Seeds o f  DilTolution: Y e t  it is not more re­
markable than true, that in the molt boiiterous 
Periods o f  this Kingdom ’ s antient Eftablifh- 
ment, the Arts and Sciences, with the funda­
mental Principles o f  Conilitution, were pre­
ferred and cherifhed with inviolable Afiiduity. 
T h e  Priefts, Philoiophers, Advocates, Annalifts, 
Poets and Muficians, were obliged to preferve 
Religion, political W ifdom , L aw , Hiftory, & c. 
hereditarily in their refpedtive Tribes, and to 
educate in thefe different Branches the Chiefs 
and Nobles of the Land, for which they were: 
graciouily maintained in fecure and fplendid 
Tranquillity : Thole Sages attended the National 
Conventions, where all publick A fts  were reli- 
gioufly recorded, and all Abufes o f Power and 
Government retrenched or reformed ; nor were 
they permitted, except in Cafe o f  extraordinary
Neceifity, or uncommon Merit, to deviate from

their
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their proper and primitive Spheres o f  A ftion  : 
Since, where an harmonious Subordination o f  
R ank and Order hath not been duly preferved, 
even in free Eftates, Liberty itfelf ( wifely at­
tempered, the greateft o f  all focial Bleffings) 
hath often, from Abufe and Negleót, fickened 
into Licentioufnefs, the immediate lewd Mother 
o f  Anarchy ! in the vifible Creation, the direft 
Refult of infinite W ifdom, the leifer Planets do 
not interfere with, much lefs ihock or oppofe 
the Motions and Revolutions o f  the greater ; 
they constantly keep the Diftances firft pre­
fe rre d  them, and all move regularly to their 
refpeftive Ends. T h e  m oil verdant and fra­
grant Meadows may, from the too frequent Ir­
ruption o f  muddy W aters, degenerate into 
noxious Marfhes, i f  fome Care was not taken 
to divert thofe impure G uihings into their pro­
per Channels. H ence it may be inferred, that 
laying open the moft honorary, as well as im ­
portant and ufeful Proiefljons o f  Society, to the 
Intrufion, or rather pyratical Invafions, o f  the 
Scum and Dregs o f  the People, cannot, how­
ever varniihed over with the fiftitious Colour­
ings of pretended Liberty, conflit with true P o ­
litical Wifdom.

X hofe ancient Sophi and Literati enjoyed 
their Places with the grearer Security, that they 
were uninvadable by the inferior Claifes o f  M a n ­
kind ; with the greater Content and Chearful- 
nefs, that much tfteem  and Em olum ent weré 
connefted with them : T h e  Pried and Advocate 
informed and direfted the Confcience and C o n ­
d u i t ;  the Hiitorian and Annalift recorded the 
Inftitutions ; the Poet and M ufirian celeb, .ittd 
and fung the Exploits ol their Kings and L ea d ­
ers ; N o  Wonder then this K ingd om  lhouid

B have
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have been revered at Hom e, and admired A -  
broad ; when Religion formed, Erudition nur­
tured, Philofophy itrengthened, Hiftory pre- 
ferved, Rhetorick adorned, M ufick foftened, 
and Poefy refined, the National Wifdom and 
Accomplilhments ; to all which was added, a 
thorough Knowledge o f  Taótics, and great 
Skill and Agility in all the athletick Arts, and 
bodily Exercifes.

In the Verfions o f fome original Codes ex­
ported by our Countryman, the learned and 
pious St. Fiecbry, itill extant in the Navarre 
Library at Parisy the Conftitutional Wifdom o f  
Ireland appears in a clear and hàppy L igh t : 
Perfons, Things, Actions, and Expreffions, 
were caudouily attended to, by the Laws ; Per­
fons, in their Minority, Y outh , and Manhood, 
according to their different Ranks in the State, 
fo as by Care, Education, and Difcipline, to 
render them, fome fubfervient, others ufeful, 
fome beneficial, and others ornamental there­
unto. things, fo carefully, as to prevent, by 
prohibatory Laws, Waites o f  whatfoever Kind, 
and to afcertain to each Individual, as well as 
Society, their proper and difund: Rights. Ac­
tions, by directing thofe in general, and parti­
cular, to the Honour o f  the Deity and Welfare 
o f  the Community : Exprejfion, by the penal 
Interdiction or prophane Curfing and Swearing, 
Obfcenity, Scurrility, Calumny, and Detrac­
tion, yet with a full Indulgence o f  proper S a ­
tire againit fuch as merited popular Reprehen- 
fion, or Contempt ; the Satirist’s Pen in thofe 
Days being as much dreaded, or rather more 
fo, than the Magiftrate’s Rod, and confequently 
as düigently avoided by a Demeanour abl'o- 
lutely irreproachable.

It
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It appeareth that, under the antient Govern­
ment o f  Ireland, the Education of the landed 
Gentry, when Luxury, with its wafteful Cata­
logue o f  Vices, had not rendered Property fo 
mutable and wavering as in modern Age?, 
was provided for ; whether by the immediate 
Care o f  Parents, or effential Attention o f  Guar­
dians, by the Laws o f  the Land ; in order that 
Gentlemen ihould, to the Antiquity o f  Birth 
and PoiTeiTion, add the important Dignity o f 
Learning, and focial Refinement o f  Arts : Since 
a Man at the Head o f  an original Eft ate, who 
lhould want the necefiary Cultivation of L et­
ters, was confidered only as a Peafant in Dif- 
guife, and not more refpefted than a Hewer o f 
W ood, or Drawer o f  Water.

In thefe Writings of St. Fiechry, the legifla- 
tive Wifdom o f  Olam-Fcdla ; the philoibphi- 
cally-rcligious Capacity o f  Cormac-0 §>uin, who, 
from the pure Light o f  Nature, in a great Mea- 
fure defeated the abfurd Polythcifm o f  the Druids ; 
the confummate Integrity and Impartiality o f 
Fcderach the Juft, and Moran his Chief juflice ; 
the Magnanimity ot Co?î-Ked-Cathagh ; the Con- 
quefts o f  Kineth Mac Alpin -, the long, g lo­
rious, and peaceful Reign of Canary the Great, 
coœval with the Birth o f  our Bleilèd Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrijl, (undoubtedly the happieft, 
brighteft, and moft blifsful Period the World 
ever faw ;) are all difplayed in a copious maf- 
terly Style, yet with itrict chronological Ex- 
aft nefs.

This learned St. Fiechry was Founder o f  the 
Univerfity in Parisy in the Beginning o f  the 
8th Century. The betrer to enable him to carry 
on that noble W ork, he obtained of Charles the 
Great a T ax  on all Wheel-Carriages, within
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the Barriers of that City : Whence, a Hackney- 
Coach is at this Day technically term’cl Fiacre.

Charles the Great, in order to repair the cruel 
and truly lamentable literary Dilapidations of 
the ferocious North-men, invited Numbers o f 
the learned and pious lrifh to the Continent, 
where he eftabliihed and entertained them with 
Dignity, Tendernefs, and Refped. In a cu­
rious Manufcript o f  Nicholaus Gurtleruj,  (now 
in the French K ing’s Pari/ian Library) Author 
o f  the Origines Mundi, where he alludes to thefe 
Times, you find the following favourable, but 
true Account o f  Ireland.— Temporibus illis, bar- 
baris Normannorum Cohortibus undequaque irrum- 
pentibu:, Religio, Fides, Philojophia, Virtus, Hof- 
pitalitas, Fcrtitudo, Cajlitas, necnon et Amceniores 
omnium generum Artes, Hibernia [olummodo na­
tal:, veluti Solo, viguerunt -, little Wonder that 
Ireland ihould have been efteemed the h r  ne, or 
facred (île of the Greeks, the Infula Sanctorum, 
or Iiland o f  Saints o f  the Romans.— W ould to 
Heaven our Countrymen had, upon all confi- 
derable Occafions, recolle&ed thofe d.ierved E n ­
comiums, thereby to approve them worthy their 
applauded Origin, and native Soil !

W e now proceed to confider Ireland in her 
happieft and brighteft V iew, after the \dmiffion 
and Propagation o f  Chrilfianity. It is certain 
there were many Chritfians in Ireland, before 
the Arriva! o f  Palladius in 431, or o f  St. P a ­
trick the Year following : St. liter an, St. Ailbe, 
St. Declan, and St lbar, whom XJsJher calls the 
Precurfors, or Forerunners of St. Patrick, are 
pregnant Proofs o f  this ; they were o f  the Birth 
o f  Ireland, from whence they travelled to Rome, 
in Search of Education and Learning, where

they
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they lived fome Years, were ordained, and re­
turned Home ahout the Yçar 40a.

It feems th^t thofe early Preachers confined 
their Labours to particular Places, in which Uiey 
had coniiderable Succefs, but fell very ihort o f  
converting the Body of the Nation : However, 
they iowed the Seed which St. Patrick came 
after to watçr : And it is certain that St. Patrick 
was fo well fatis^ed with the progrefs they 
made, in their particular Diftricts in Mn7\jhrx 
that thi$ was the laft Province in Ireland he 
thought proper to vifit. That there were many 
Chriftians in Ireland, at this Period, feems to 
be confirmed by Profper> who, in giving an 
Account o f  the Miffion of Palladius, fays, that 
he was ordained by Pope Cclcftin  ̂ and fent the 
firfl Biíhop to the Scots believing in Chrift. 
This Pafiage can mean nothing çjiè, but that 
PaLfadiuSy born in Britain y was fent to the Scats, 
[i. e> the Irifh] who had already formed Churches 
under Kierariy A ilb e y  Declan and I  bar ; and f<> 
the Biihop o f  St. A[apb expounds it. T his then 
was the next Attempt that was made for the 
Converfion o f  the Irijb : Palladins engaged in a 
more ample and extenfivç Defign than his Pre- 
decefïors, yet he failed in the Execution of it* 
ftay’d but a ihort finie  in Ireland, and did little 
wort;h remembring; he converted, however, a 
few, and is faid to have founded three Churches -, 
but he had neither Courage to withftand the 
Fiercenefs of the heathen Irijh> nor Abilities, 
for Want of the Language.* proper for the 
W ork.

Nathiy the Son of Garcon, an Irifh Prince, 
oppofed his preaching -, upon which Palladius 
left the Kingdom, and died in the Land of the 
Piïïjy. on the 15th q î December y 431. This

glo-
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1

glorious W o rk  was referved for St. Patrick, to 
whofe holy Life, divine Miffion, and extraor­
dinary Succefs, Ï refer the Header. This great 
Apoitie o f the Irifh founded and built the C a­
thedral Church o f  Ardmagb, about the Year 
444, or 45, which, from that early Period to 
this, hath continued the Metropolitan Church 
of all Ireland. So that 1194 Years paiTed away 
from the Founding of the City o f  Rome, to that 
o f  Ardmagh.

T h e  various and moil fignal Blefiings derived 
to this Nation, from the faiutary iVli-ffion of this 
illuibious Saint, require, in Gratitude, our 
giving the Reader yet a further Account o f  the 
Author o f  fuch Happinel's and Glory to Ireland.

H e was born in the extreme Bounds of Bri­
tain, (in that Part thereof which is. now com­
prehended within the Limits of the modern 
Scot and) at a Village called Banaven, in the 
Territory o f  !Tabernia, fas he him'elf faith in 
his Confeffion) in Vico Banaven Taberniœ, & c . 
H e  tells us that he was born ot a good Family. 
Ingennms fu i ftcundum Carnem. His Father 
was Calpburrius, a Deacon, who was the Son 
o f  Potitus, a Prieft ; from whence may be 
clearly inferred that the Clergy were not re- 
ili« ;*."d nota Matrimony in that A ge. H e  was 
juft advanced into his fixteenth Year, when he 
was taken C aptive, the Manner o f  which is thus 
related by St. Evin  and others : H is Father, 
Mother, Brother, and five Sifters, undertook a 
Voyage to Aremorick Gaul, (now called Bafs Bre­
tagne) to vifit the Relations o f  his Mother Cou­
chera, It happened about this T im e, that the 
feven Sons o f  battmude, a Britijh Prince, were 
banifhed, and took to the Sea ; that, making 
an Inroad into A^s^orick Gaul, they took Pa­

trick
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trick and his Sifter, Lupita, (foine fay ÏÏgrida 
alfo) Prifoners. They brought their Captives 
to the North o f  Ireland, and fold Patrick to 
Milcho Mac Huamn> a Prince o f  Dalaradia: 
Others tell the Story in a different Manner, and 
with a ftronger Degree o f  Probability. That 
the Romans having deferted Britain, to prefervc 
their own Country from the barbarous Incurfions 
o f  the Northern Hive, the Irijh made frequent 
Conquefts, in North Britain efpecially, whence 
returning victorious, in one o f  thofe Expeditions 
among others brought Patrick Captive. But in 
this they all agree, and he himfelf confirms it, 
that he continued Prifoner in Ireland fix Years; 
he was fold to Milcho and his three Brothers, 
which gave Occafion o f  his changing his Name 
into Cathraigh3 or rather Ceathir-Tight; becaufe 
he ferved four Matters ; Ceathir figmfying four, 
and Tigb a Houfe or Family. Milcho obferving 
the Care and Diligence o f  his new Servant, 
bought out the Shares of his Brothers, and made 
him his own Property. H e  fent him to feed his 
Hogs on Sliev-Mis. And St. Patrick himfelf 
tells us his Behaviour in this Office.

“  M y confiant Bufinefs was to feed the Hogs.
I was frequent in Prayer ; the Love and Fear 
o f  God more and more inflamed my Heart ; 
my Faith was enlarged, and my Spirit aug­
mented, fo that I faid an hundred Prayers by 
Day, and almoil as many by Night. 1 aroie 
before Day to my Prayers, in the Snow, in the 
Froft, and in the Rain, and yet I received no 
Damage*, nor was I affefted with Slothfulnefs ; 
tor then the Spirit o f  God was warm within 
me.”  It was here he perfefted himfelf in the 
Irijh Language, the wonderful Providence o f  
God vifibly appearing in this Inftance o f his

Captivity,
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Captivity, that he fhould have the Opportunity 
in his tender Years o f  becoming well acquainted 
with the Language, Manners, and Difpofitions 
o f  that People, to whom he was intended as a 
future Apoftle. H e continued fix whole Years 
in Servitude, and in the feventh was releafed. 
There feems to have been a L a w  in Ireland for 
this Purpofe, agreeable to the Inftitution o f  
Mofes, that a Servant fliould be releafed the 
feventh Year.

H aving parted from his Mailer, after a great 
Variety o f  DiftreiTes, he at length arrived to his 
Parents, who received him with extraordinary 
Joy \ with thefe he remained tw o'¥ ears* and 
probably would much longer, had he not by a 
Vifion been quickened to a more aftive and g lo ­
rious Life. In this he thought he faw a Man 
coming to him from Ireland, whofe Name was 
ViiïoricuSi with a great Number o f  Letters ; that 
he gave him one o f  them to read, in the Be­
ginning o f  which were contained thefe Words, 
Fox-Hiberionacum, the Voice o f  the Irijh : W hile 
he was reading this Letter, he thought the fame 
Moment, that he heard the Voice o f  the Inha­
bitants who lived near the W ood o f  Foclut, in 
the Barony o f  Tyr-Awley, and County o f  Mayoy 
hard by the Weftern Sea, crying to him with an 
audible and diftindt Voice, 44 W e intreat thee, 
holy Youth, to come and walk among us.35 H e  
was greatly amazed at this Vifion, and awoke j 
it animated him, however, to h:s futuré Studies 
and heavenly Progrefs -, fo far even, that he 
tells us himfelf, he thanked God, that after many 
Years he had dealt with the Irijh, according to 
their cryins; out.

Ih e fe  early Scenes o f this great Saint’s Life, 
fliouid, among many others, ierve as Lcilbns o f

Charity,
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Charity, Ccnfideration, and Humility, to the 
Rich, the Great, the Proud, and the Wanton ; 
who may recolleót that, altho* he was well born, 
he was neverthelefs, in the moil vigorous Seafon 
o f  Life, a Slave and a Swine-Herd: Happy, 
though wretched Servitude! In which, his lei - 
fure Hours, moftly employed in Chriftian Con­
fidence and Prayer, made him lb fignally the 
Favourite o f  Heaven, that from thole cloudy 
Dawnings, he in Procefs o f  T im e became a 
learned üodtor, a tanftified Miflioner, a venerable 
Prelate, an eminent Primate, a national Apoflle* 
and the bright InftruAor o f  Kings ! Such were 
the fruitful Rewards o f  uninterrupted unihaken 
Devotion, Piety, and Zeal ! From this T im e 
he formed the ileady Refolution of converting 
the Irijh ; and, the better to accomplifn the hea­
venly T a ik , he undertook a laborious Journey 
to foreign Countries, to enrich his Mind with 
Learning and Experience.

H e continued abroad thirty-five Years, pur- 
fuing his Studies under the Direction principally 
o f  his Mother’s Uncle, St. Martin, Bifhop of 
*Tours, who had ordained him Deacon ; and after 
his Death, partly with St. German, Biihop o f  
Auxerre  ̂ (who ordained him a Prieft, and called 
his Name Magonius  ̂ which was the third Name 
he was known by,) partly among a Colony o f  
Hermits and Monks, in fome Iflandsof the Tuf* 
can Sea ; and he employed a good Part of the 
Tim e in the City of Rome, among the Canons 
Regular of the Lateran Church : A t  length, 
having his Soul thoroughly tempered with 
religious Virtue, enlightened with the true 
Evangelical Faith, and his Underftanding en­
larged by the moil profitable and editying 
Studies, he arrived in Ireland about the 60th
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Year o f  his A ge -, and in the Year o f  our Lord 
432, landed in the County o f  Wicklow, where 
he began his Miniftry, by the Converfion o f  
Sinel, a great Man in that Country, the Grand- 
fon of linchad, who ought to be remembered, 
as he was the firil Fruits o f  St. Patrick’s Million 
in Ireland-, he was the 8th in lineal Defcentfrom 
Cormac, King o f  Leinjler, and came afterwards 
to be enumerated among the Saints o f  Ireland.

From this Country he failed to an liland on 
the Coail o f the County o f Dublin, called after 
him h is  Phadring, and by- the Englifh, Holm 
Patrick at this Day, where he and his faithful 
Companions reiled after their Fatigues. From 
Inis Phadring, he failed Northward to that Part 
o f  Uljler called Ulidia, and put in at Inbherjlay- 
ing Bay. W hen he and his Fellow Labourers 
landed, Dichu, the Son o f  Trickem, Lord  o f  
the County, being informed that they were Pi- 
rates, came out with armed Men in order to 
kill them : But being ilruck with the venerable 
Appearance o f  St. Patrick, he gave him A u ­
dience, and liilened attentively to the W ord  o f  
L ife  preached by him -, he changed his wicked 
Purpofe,believed,and was baptized, and brought 
over all his Family to the Faith : It is further 
obferved o f  him, that he was the firil Perfon in 
Uljler, who embraced Chriilianity. H e  dedi­
cated the Land whereon his Converfion was 
wrought to the Service o f  God, where a Church 
was ere&ed, changed after to an eminent M o- 
naftery. H e  travelled hence by L an d  to Clune- 
iois in Dalaradia, to endeavour the Converfion 
o f  his old Mailer Milcho, whofe Service he had 
left thirty-eight Years before ; but this obilinate 
Prince, hearing o f the great Succefs o f  St. Pa- 
trick’i  preaching, and aihamed to be perfuaded
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in his old Age, to for fake the Religion o f  his 
Anceftors, (by one efpecially who had been his 
Servant, in a moft inferior Station,) made a 
funeral Pile o f his Houfe and Goods, and by 
the Inftigation o f  the Enemy o f  Mankind, 
burned himfelf therein : Thus ended Milcbo M e- 
fiuanan.

Hcnce St. Patrick returned to Inis, the H abi­
tation o f  Dicbu, and in his Journey converted 
greatT Numbers to the true Faith o f  Chrijl. 
In fome time, he took his Leave o f  Dicbu, and 
bent his courfe Southward by Sea, keeping the 
Coaft on his Right-hand, and arrived at Port 
Colbdi, where he landed, and committed the 
Care o f his Veflel to his Nephew human, 
defiring him to wait for him there forty Days, 
while he and his Difciples were travelling in the 
inner Parts of the Country to preach the Gofpel. 
His Intention in this Journey was, to celebrate 
the Feftival o f  Eajter in the Plains or Bregia, and 
to be in the Neighbourhood of the Great Trien­
nial Convention at Tarah, which at this Sealon 
was held by King hiogair, and all his Tributary 
Princes, Nobles, Druids, Annattfts, and Fileas. 
St. Patrick wilely forefeeing that whatever 1m- 
prefiions he ihould make on this auguft AiTem- 
bly muit have an Influence on the whole King­
dom, and therefore, being fupported wi;h in­
vincible Chriftian Fortitude, refolved not to be 
abfent from a Place where his Prefence wás fo 
conducive to the Ends o f  his Holy Miniitry.

Never did the Spirit o f  popular Freedom 
exert itfelf more powerfully or harmonioufly, 
than in thofe truly parliamentaryTriennial Con­
ventions o f Ireland, where the fupreme M o ­
narch, the Provincial Kings,the feudatoryLords, 
ihe Nobles, landed Men, Druids, &c. by the

C  2 u nbiafled

a n i Modern State ^ I R E L A N D .  19



tinbiailed Suffrages o f  the People, convened for 
the Peace, good Government and Security o f  
each particular Province, as well as thofe of the 
whole Kingdom. Many Centuries had this 
wife Conílitution fubfiited here, before our 
Neighbours, even o f  South Britain, knew any 
thing relative to Houfes, or Raiment ; it being 
notorious that fo late as the Arrival o f  'Julius 
Cœfar among them, they painted their Bodies, 
to render them terrible, and lived in the open 
Fields. It is really fomewhat iurprzing that 
People fo near in Situtation, ibould differ fo 
effentially in Difpofition, as the Inhabitants o f  
thofe Iflands have in all Ages ; Hofpitality hav­
ing been the diftinguifhing Attribute o f  the 
Irijh,and it’s oppofite Defeft,that o f  the Britons ; 
the Account given o f  them by Horace 1700 and 
oc ü̂ Years ago, Vtfam Britanwis Hofpitibus feros, 
being as literally applicable to them at this Day, 
where the Force o f  Education doth not operate 
to mitigate their natural Ferocity.

But to return : St. Patrick in his W ay to Ta- 
rah, took up his Lodgings at the Houfe o f the 
hofpitable Sefgnen in Meath, who kindly received 
and welcomed him. St. Patrick preach’d Chrift 
and his Gofpel to him ; he believed, and was 
baptized with his whole Family.

From the Houfe o f  Sefgnen, he moved Weft- 
ward, and arrived on Eajler Eve at Fierta-fir-feic, 
on the Northern Banks of the River Boyne, where 
he refted, refolving there to prepare for the next 
D ay ’ s Solemnity. It was penal for any Perfon 
at the Tim e o f  the Celebration o f  this folemn 
Convention at Tarah, to kindle a Fire in the 
Province, before the K in g ’s Bonfire firft appear­
ed. I am o f  Opinion this was a religious Cere­
mony, as the chief Deity o f  the antient Inha­

bitants,
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bitants, in exterior Worfliip efpecially, was Bel, 
or Belus ; whence Apcllo or Ap-haul  ̂ the Son o f  
the Sun, whom they emblematically worihipped, 
by thofe fiery Offerings ; whence the firft Day 
o f  Mayy peculiarly dedicated to this Bel, is even 
now in Irijhy called Lha-Bel-Thinih, and proba­
bly from the fame Source may be derived the 
Cuflom of lighting up Bonfires, and Sops, on the 
E ve of the 24th Day of June. St. Patrick how­
ever, either not knowing or not minding this 
Ceremony, lighted up a Fire before his Booth, 
which altho* eight Miles diftant from cTarahy 
was very vifible. It was feen with Aftonifhment 
from Court, and the Druids informed the King, 
that i f  he did not immediately extinguifh the 
Fire, he who kindled it, and his SuccefTors, 
Ihould for ever hold the Principality o f  Ireland ; 
which hath hitherto turned out a true Prediction 
o f  thofe Heathen Priefts, in a Primatial and 
Spiritual Principality.

The King difpatched MeiTengers to bring. 
Patrick before him, and gave his pofitive Orders, 
that nobody ihould prefume to rife out o f  his 
Seat, or pay him the lead Honour : But Erey 
the Son o f Degoy ventured to difobey this Com­
mand ; he arofe, and offered the Holy Father his 
Seat. St. Patrick preached to him and converted 
him. H e became a Perfon o f  eminent Sanctity, 
and after fome Tim e was confecrated by St. 
Patrick, Biihop o f Slain.

The Day following, when St. Patrick and two 
o f his Difciples appeared unexpeftedly at Court, 
and preached to the King and his Nobles, Dub- 
tach  ̂ the King’s Poet Lauréat, payed Honour 
and Refpeét to the Saint, and was converted 
by his Preaching. Fiecb, a young Poet, who 
was under the Tuition of Dubtacb, was alfo con­

verted,
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verted, and afterwards made Bifhop o f  Sletty, 
and is faid to have been the Author o f  a cele­
brated Poem, compofed in Praife o f  St. Patrick. 
Anfelm, Arch-Bifhop o f  Canterbury, relates the 
Converfion o f  T'ingar, the Son o f  Clito, (one o f  
the Nobles in this Aflembly,) in the fame M an­
ner. T h e  Queen alfo, and many others o f the 
Court, became Chriftians -, and altho’ the King 
held out for a long Tim e with great Obftinacy, 
yet at laft he fubmitted to be baptized. St. P a ­
trick is faid here to have wrought many M ira­
cles : There could not truly, even according to 
the Purpofes o f  human Wil'dom, have happened 
a more folemn or weighty Occafion, foi God 
A lm ighty ’s fupporting this H oly Preacher by 
Miracles, than when the collective Body o f  the 
whole Nation was affembled together -, from 
whofe Report and Convidtion, the Influences o f 
his bleiTed W orks and Doftrine muft o f  Courfe 
Jpread through the whole Kingdom.

H is Conduft and Proceedings here, with a 
particular Detail o f  the Miracles wrought by 
him, may be had at large in the Hiftory o f  his 
Life, publifhed by John Colgan.

From Tar ah, the Saint proceeded next to Tal- 
ten> not far from thence, at the Seafon of the 
Royal Diverfions : Here he preached to Cairbre, 
and Conall, the two Brothers o f  King Leogin ; 
the former received him with great Indignity, 
and perverfely ihut his Ears againft his Doótrine ; 
but Conall believed, and was baptized, and gave 
St. Patrick a Place to build a Church on.

This Conall was Great-Grajid-Father to Co- 
lumb-Kill. He fpent the Remainder o f  this Year 
in Meath and Louth, and the Diftri&s adjoin­
ing, preaching, and converting great Numbers 
o f  People. T h e  faltenian Sports above-men­

tioned
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tioned, have been much celebrated by the Irijh 
Hiftorians, and Antiquaries. They were a kind 
o f  warlike Exerrifes, fomewhat refembling the 
Olympick Games, confiding o f  Racing, Tilts, 
Tournaments, Wreftling, Leaping, Vaulting, 
and all other manly and martial Exercifet* 
which gave Rife to the many hyperbolical 
Tales, formerly related ofthofe Taltenian Sports. 
They were exhibited every Year at Taken, a 
Mountain in Meath, for fifteen Days before, 
and fifteen Days after the Firft o f  Augitft. Their 
firft Inftitution is afcribed to Lughaid-lam-fadhq,, 
the twelfth King o f Ireland, who began his 
Reign A. M . 2764 (a fufficient Proof o f Ire­
land's Antiquity as a Kingdom). They were 
ordained by Lughaid, in Gratitude to the Memory 
o f  Tailte, the Daughter o f  Magh-More, (a Prince 
o f  fome Part o f  Spain) who having been mar­
ried to Eochaid, King o f  Ireland, took the fame 
Lughaid under her Proteftion, and had the Care 
of his Education in his Minority. From this 
Princefs both the Sports, and the Place where 
they were celebrated, took their Names : From 
Lughaid, the Firft o f  Augujl was called Lugnafa, 
or the Memory of Lughaid, Naja fignifying 
Memory, in the Irijh Language.

In the Year o f the World 2700, Gideon then 
reigning fourth Judge o f  the Hebrews, appear’d 
many Heroes, as Hercules, Orpheus, Çafior, Pol­
lux,, the Argonauts, Jafon, Laomedon, TheJ^tts, 
Ledalus, &c. The Amazones, Heroines o f Scy- 
thic Extraction, having loft their Hufbands in 
Battle, took up Arms themfelves, with a manly 
Spirit of Refentment, and (infpired with Love 
of their deceafed flufbands, and Grief for fo 
great and irretrievable a Lofs ! ) fubdued Afia, 
3°d built Epbefus. Hercules and Ikejœus waged
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W a r  againft thofe Heroines, and defeated them, 
more to the Glory o f  the Vanquifhed than their 
own, thofe Matrons having defended themfelves 
with furprizing Refolution. They cut off the 
Guards fet over them, and efcaped the Severity 
and Pride o f their Conquerors. Hercules, in
Honour of fuch extraordinary heroick Females, 
inftituted the Olympick Games ; as likewife did 
2"hefœus, the IJihmian, in the Year o f  the W orld, 
about 2700, the Taltenian Sports, the very fame 
with the Olympick, brought fixty-four Y  ears after 
from Spain into Ireland, by ^iailte, and her F ol­
lowers. N o w  this ïailte , Queen o f  Ireland, was 
the Grand-daughter o f  an Amazone Princefs, 
thofe immortal Females having, with their Pro­
geny, Friends and Followers, to avoid the ru­
inous Hoftilities o f  Hercules and “Thefœus, fought 
Shelter in Spain, whither they imported the 
Learning o f  ïrifmegijlus, the Grandfon o f  Mer­
cury, and G lory o f  Æ gypt, together with all 
the literary Arts derived into Greece, from Phce- 
nicia, by Cadmus, the Brother o f  Europa, about 
the Y ear  o f  the W orld  253©, Othoniel then 
reigning the firft Judge o f  the Hebrews. T h e  
Pofterity o f  this ancient and illuftrious Colony, 
about the Y ear o f  the W orld  3000, (Solomon then 
reigning with great Splendour, third King o f  
the Hebrews)  fettled in this Kingdom, as before 
obferved : So that, by an impartial Eftimate o f  
Dates, Periods, and F a d s , our Origin is well 
afcertained, our early PoiTefiion o f  Letters, wife 
Policy, and the politer Arts, proved, and the 
Rem ark o f  an Italian M onk in the 7th Century, 
from the Univerfity o f  Mengret, in an Epiftle 
to his Correfpondent at Rome, juftified, N il mi- 
rum Populum hune Celtico Scythicum è prœclarâ 
Amazonidum Jïirpê oriundum, verâ Religions et
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incorruptâ Fide illuminât umy fapientia Do fir in a 
cptimifque Moribus crnatumy viros fortes et Fœ- 
minas caftas plcrumque procreare. A  Refcript o f 
this Original Epiftle ftill extant, in the Vatican 
Lihrary, Tome Years ago in the Hands o f  Fa­
ther Don Leivy, may therefore, 1 believe, be 
found in the College o f  Lombard at Paris.

In this lliining Period were Cathedrals and 
Churches ereóted, Univerfities founded and 
eftablifhed, Colleges, Seminaries, and Schools 
propagated in many Parts o f  this Kingdom, 
which, at the fame Tim e, became a peaceful 
and hofpitable Retreat to religious and learned 
Men, difturbed on the Continent o f  Europe, by 
the frequent Invafions, and cruel Hoililities o f 
the North-men, whofe Piracies and Barbarity, 
even Ireland cou'd not always efcape ! For, 
from the Tim e of Artigrlus, Archbiíhop of 
Ardmagb in 822, for near 200 Tears the cruel 
Danes miferably ravaged this Kingdom, deilroy- 
ing, by Fire and Sword, every Eftabliihment, 
as well o f  Piety as Learning, (to both which, 
and to all religious Maxims of civilized Society, 
they had been avowed implacable Enemies; till 
they were themfelves, in 1014, totally defeated 
at Clontarf, by the invincible Arms of the Great 
Monarch, Bryan Borou, from whom defcended 
a Race confpicuous for exemplary Prelates, he- 
roick Leaders, and fteady Patriots.

The learned Author o f  the Differ tations before­
mentioned, charges this Hero with a Violation 
of the Conftitution o f  his Country: Y et the 
Violation leems of far earlier Date, when the 
fupremc Monarchy was, by the Hugonian L aw , 
inalienably united to one Familv, whofe Sove­
reignty, however founded originally, whether 
by Birth, or Eledtion, was effential to the pub-
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i6  A  E S S A Y  Antient
lie Welfare : For we muft allow that the Pre- 
fcrvation o f  the People is the principal Law to 
which all others are iubordinate. Salus Populi 
fuprema Lex-, and equally, that not only the 
Necefiities, but the Safety alfo o f  the People, at 
that l ime o f Danger and Diftra&ion, eagerly 
called iorth the Conduct and Valour, the pro- 
teftive and reftorative Abilities o f  that great and 
virtuous Man, o f  whom a faithful Hiftorian, 
in his Detail o f  the Battle o f  Clontarf, fays ; 
Integra fn u s adepta Victoria rebus humanis eodem 
Die exccffit vir Bello ac Pace fitmmus, Jufiitia , 
Religionis, Literarum, Cultor eximius, et cum Ca- 
rolo Magno utique comparandus.

In the 239th Page of the Differtations, the ex­
cellent Author exprefieth himielf as follows :

“  I now proceed to give fome Account o f  the 
fécond Royal Houfe o f  Scots, the oldeft o f  the 
Milefian Race, and the Pofterity o f Eber.’”  T his 
Race then being avowed the oldeft, in Refpedt 
o f  Primogeniture, rouft, o f  Courfe, have been 
prior in Point o f  Dignity and Sway, or at leaft, 
equally entitled to the Eleftion o f  the People 
to fuch Ranks ; were not thoiè by violent Mea- 
iures annexed to the Heremonian Line: Y et, how­
ever this might have been, certain it is, that no 
Houfes that we read of, ancient or modern, 
have produced a greater Number o f  truly he- 
roick Princes, or o f  longer Continuance, than 
thofe o f  the North and South Hy-Nial -, from 
whom alfo ifiued many noble Families o f  real 
W orth, and equal Renown. W ith Bryan, the 
happy Genius o f  Ireland, in a great Meafure, 
expired : For the cruel Danes had, for near 200 
Years before, fo wofully overturned the Uni- 
verfities of Ardmagh, Dondaleith-Glafs, Mongret, 
and Lifmore, with all other Seminaries o f  Piety
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and Learning, (the only genuine Sources o f  na­
tional Greatnefs, Concord, good Difcipline, and 
Happinefs) had obliged, in the ÍSrh Ce tury, 
fo many learned Men to feek that Shelter aiid 
Security on the Continent, which the barbarous 
Hoftiliries, and impious Manners of thofe N onh- 
erns, denied them at Home ; had made l'uch 
frequent lamentable Breaches in the antient, wile 
Conllitution o f  the Kingdom ; had, by the fatal 
Example o f  their profligate diflolute Lives, fo 
vitiated the national Morality ; and finally, had 
left behind them fo many noxious Seeds of Fac­
tion and Anarchy, as, in lefs than two Centu­
ries, gave up a Kingdom, o f  above 2000 Years 
Eftabliihment, the unaccountable Prey ot a 
few adventurous Normans !

Patrick governed the See o f  Publin about 
ten Years, and, in a Voyage to England, pe- 
rilhed by Shipwreck, in the Briiijh Sea, on the 
16th of Oflober, 1084; having been fent to 
Lanfranc, Archbilhop o f  Canterbury, by King 
Ttrdelvac.

Donat, or Dongus O ’ Haingly, having fpent 
fome Time in the Study o f  ufeful Learning in 
Ireland, went over into England, and became a 
Benedi&ine M onk at Canterbury. He was after­
wards, (by the Confent o f  King Tirdelvac, and 
the Clergy of Dublin) confecrated, A. D. 1085, 
in the Cathedral o f  Canterbury, by the before- 
mentioned Lanfranc, to whom he made the fol­
lowing ProfelTion of Obedience :

“  1, Donat, Biihop of the See of Dublin in 
Ireland, do promife Canonical Obedicnce to you. 
O ’ Lanfranc, Archbilhop of the holy Church of 
Canterbury, and to your Succelfors ”
^ It is evident that the Title o f  the Kings o f  
England to this Kingdom, by Papal Donation,
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or Appointment, was very infufficient, i f  not 
abfolutely trifling : N or could a Right o f  Con- 
queft be urged in any Period o f  the Reign, o f 
Henry the Second, or his Defcendants. But 
the Great and Royal Families o f  Ireland, long 
the Prey o f  Faftion, deliberately preferred a 
limitted and ilipulated Submiffion to foreign 
Authority, to the various Evils arifing from 
inteftine Feuds and Animofities -, and this, had 
the wife Conditions thereof been conilantly at­
tended to, with mutual Obfervance, had been 
a found Title, well and judicioufly founded.

True it is, that after the Surrender o f  the 
Crown by K ing John to the See o f  Rome, the 
Pope exerted fome temporal Authority in this 
Kingdom, inftanced in his having created * M e . 
Con More M e. Namaras D uke o f  Klan Cullane, 
a M an o f  great Valour and Piety, fupported by 
ample Poiîèiïions in the Baronies o f  Tulla and 
Bunratty, in the County o f  Clare ; which €X- 

tenfive Diftrids entirely belonged to that an­
tient, hofpitable, martial, and religious Race, 
o f  which Me. Con More was Chief : T h e  M e . 
Na?naras, more or [efs, have in all Ages made, 
and ftill continue to make, a diftinguiihed F i­
gure, as well in theFiçld, as in the learned Pro- 
feffions; and were formerly fo warlike a People, 
that o f  themfelves they formed an heroic C a ­
valry, juftly ftiled the Phalanx o f  that Part o f  
Ireland wherein they refided.

H ow  our Neighbours came’ to call us waild 
Ayrijht I am a Lofs to conje&ure -, it being evi-.

dent

*  T h is  Mac Con More Macnamara> D u k e  o f  Klan Cullane % 
founded, ere&ed, and amply endowed the beautiful A b b e y  
©f Quin ; as did other Chieftains o f  his N am e and Family, 
feveral Parochial Churches, with a great Number o f  m ag­
nificent Cailles.
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dent we have been a thoufand Years, at leail, 
in Poifefiion o f Letters, Laws, and Civility, 
before the Arrival of Julius Cœjar in Britain.

I am equally at a Lois to know why a Man 
ihould become a ftanding Jeft for his Ignorance 
in an alien Tongue, almoil the confiant Fate o f  
our Countrymen in Britain, where, whoever is 
not fmartly expert in the Englijh Language, is 
immediately denominated a Teague, a Paddy, or
I know not what, in the Stile o f  Derifion : A t  
the fame Time that the moil awkward-tongued 
Irijhman in London fpeaks Englijh with far more 
Propriety, and a better Accent, than the fmart- 
eil Britijh Petit Maitre in Paris doth French.

Some dramatick Scriblers, (probably of our 
own degenerate Growth) the better to qualify 
them for eleemofinary Dinners, gave" Rife to this 
impertinent Treatment o f  a Nation, which, from 
the concurrent Teilimonies o f  all the Difpafiion- 
ate and Learned, can, in Reality, be as little the 
O bjed  o f  Scurrility, as any other.

W h y ihould even poor Teague prove fo con­
fiant a Butt, to Farce-wrights, and Hackney 
Laughers ; when, upon Examination, he is, by 
a thoufand Degrees, preferable to the Britijh 
Hobbinol, or French Gregoire ? For Teague is 
a very Pattern o f  Hoipitality -, fo much fo, that 
if  a Gentleman fnould happen to mifs his Road, 
and be neifitated to feek the Shelter of Teague's 
Cabbin, or H ut, was poor Teague truding to 
two Sheep for his worldly Subfillance, he would 
kill one, and fell the other, at the next Village 
or Inn, for the better Entertainment o f  his 
Gueil, and think himfelf happy in fuch an 
Occaiion of approving his Generofuy and Re- 
fpeft : He would the next Norning abandon his 
Spade, and chearfully trot ten Miles to fhew

luch
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fuch bewilder’d Gentleman the right Road. H e 
is naturally civil, generous, and hofpitable, (for 
fcarce a Night paifeth that poor Travellers are 
not entertained in his Cottage,) extremely re- 
fpedful to his Superiors, and to his Lord and 
M ailer faithful to Death. T h e  military Annals 
o f  Europe proclaim his Capacity and T aile  for 
Fighting ; then if  you fhould take this identi­
cal Teague's infant Son, and give him a regular 
liberal Education, it is one hundred to one, 
but he turns out a Gentleman o f  Merit, Learn­
ing, W orth, and Politenefs j whereas it would 
would certainly require more than Herculean 
Labour to chiffel a French Paifan, a primitive 
JVejhnoreland, or Devonjhire Boor, not only in­
to the Form o f  an elegant, but even into that 
o f  a fociable Creature.

T h e  Infignificancy o f  thofe Jefters and Spat- 
terers, will more clearly appear, i f  we look 
back to the wife, free, and truly parliamentary 
Conftitution o f  this Kingdom ; i f  we recoiled: 
the vail Length o f  its Duration, as a free and 
independant State ; the military Prowefs o f  its 
Inhabitants in all A ges •, their viótorious Con- 
fliils with the Romans, and with the French un­
der Henry the V th, and the Black Prince-, their 
having founded a Monarchy in North Britain, 
whence, by a R ight o f  Defcent, in Addition to 
every other, his prefent M ajeily, (whom God 
long preíerve,) by the fpecial Providence and 
infinite Mercy o f  Heaven, ruleth over us : I f  
we confider the Number o f  our Univerfities, 
Colleges, and Academies, religious Monafte- 
ries and pious Seminaries, reforted to from all 
civilized Parts o f Europe, our Metropolitical 
and Diocefan Cathedrals -, on fuch impartial R e ­
view, furely, the foregoing Tribe o f Sneerers
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and Flouters muft dwindle into deferved Con­
tempt.

I ihall clofe this feeble Attempt on the an- 
tient State o f  Ireland, whith the Defcription there­
o f  by Donat, Biihop o f  FefuU, near Florence, in 
the 7th or 8th Century; referring, at the fame 
Tim e, to the moil authentick Britifh Antiqua­
ries, Campden, Giraldus Cambrenfis, Buchanan, 
Ware, &c. for Confirmation o f  what hath been 
previoufly obferved on the fame Subjedt.

Finibus Occiduis defcribitur optima Tellus,
Nomine et Anti quis S c o t i a  fcripta Libris----
Infula dives Opum, Gemmarum, Vejlis et Auri, 
Commoda Corporibus, Aere foie Solo -,
Mellefluit pulchris et lacleis S c o t i a  Campis 
Veftibus atque Armis, frugibus, arte viris.
Urforum Rabies, nulla eft ibi ; fava Leonum 
Semina, nec nnquam S c o t i c a  Terra tulit 
Nulla Venena no cent, nec Serpens ferpit in Her bd, 
Nec cenquefla canit Garula Rana Lacu ;
In qua S c o t o r u m  Gentes babitare merentur 
Inclita Gens Hominum Milite, Pace, Fide.

Thus Englifhed by the Ingenius and Reverend
M r. Dunkin :

“  Far Weflward, lies an Iile o f  antient Fame, 
By Nature blefs’d, and S c o t i a  is her Name ; 

“  Enroll’d in Books: Exhauillefs is her Store 
“  O f  veiny Silver, and o f  Golden Ore :
“  Her fruitful Soil for ever teams with Wealth, 

With Gems her Waters, and her A ir  with 
Health :

H er verdant Fields with M ilk  and Honey 
flow ;

'*[ Her woolly Fleeces vie with Virgin Snow :
“  Her
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“  H er waving Furrows float with bearded Corn, 
“  A n d  Arms and Arts her envy’d Sons adorn.
“  N o  favage Bear, with lawlels Fury, roves j 
“  N o  rav’ nous Lion, thro’ her peaceful Groves -, 
“ N o  Poifon there infefts ; no fcaly Snake 
“  Creeps thro’ the Grafs, nor Frog annoys the 

Lake :
** A n Ifland worthy o f its pious Race,
“  InW ar triumphant, and unmatch’d inPeace.”

This Donat, Biihop o f  Fefula, was an Irijh- 
man, of the antient and hofpitable Fami'y, after­
wards 0 Hogan ; a Family which held ample and 
fair PoiTeiTions in the Province of Munjter, and 
which, in former Times, adorned the See of 
Killaloe, with four very learned and exemplary 
Prelates ; namely, with Matthew O Hogan, who 
fucceeded to this Bifhoprick, in the Reign o f  
Henry the IIId, and in the Year of our Lord  
1267 ; and who, having much enlarged his Dio- 
cefe, and done many fignal A d tso f popular C h a ­
rity, died in the Year, 1281, and was buried 
in Limerick, in a Convent o f  Dominican Friars. 
T o  this Bifhop fucceeded Maurice 0  Hogan, 
who governed this See with peculiar Zeal and 
Charity, upwards o f  fixteen Years, and died in 
1298, or the Year following, and was buried 
in his tiwn Church. ‘Thomas O Hogan, Canon 
o f  Killaloe, was confecrated in 1343, and died 
on the 30th o f  Oiïober, 13 54 ; five Days after 
which, he was buried among his worthy A n - 
ceftors at Nenagh ; as may be feen in the A n ­
nals o f  that Place.

Richard O Hogan fucceeded to the See o f  
Killaloe, in 15*5 , and was in 1539 tranflated to 
Cion Mac Nois : H e  was a Prelate o f  great

Learning
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Learning and Capacity, in all fpiritual and ec- 
clefiaftical Matters.

This antient Family is, at this Time, repre- 
fented by Edmund O Hogan, Efq* High Sheriff 
o f  the County o f Clare, a Gentleman, who, 
by the whole Tenor o f  his Life, hath proved 
Generofity o f Heart, Charity, and Hofpitality, 
to be Qualities inherent.

Dermod Mac Murchad, fovereign Prince o f  
Hy-Kinfellagh, baniihed by Roderick O Connor, 
King o f  Ireland, for his various and high State 
Crimes, fought Sandtuary and Redrefs in the 
Court o f  England -, where, in the Abfence of 
Henry, then in Normandy, diverfe adventurous 
Normansy Flemings, Saxons, and old Britons, (be­
ing themfelves unfettled, and uneflablifhed) ac­
ceded to the Fate and Fortunes o f  DerniGd, un­
der the Condudl o f  Strongbow, Earl o f Pembroke ; 
whofe cafual Succefs in Ireland, agaipft Roderick 
(owing to the general Defection, at that 
fatal Period, o f  the Irijh Chiefs againft their 
lawful Sovereign, than to any fuperior Valour or 
Addrefs of thofe Adventurers) induced Henry to 
a deliberate and grand Invaiion of a Kingdom, 
to which he could lay no Claim on the Score o f  
Nature, Reafon, or Right, and whither his 
pretended Mifîion, on the Score o f colle&ing 
St. Peter's Dues, (which St. Peter himleif never 
once thought of, or imagined) was as ridiculous 
as groundlefs. The Summa Dies, however, ar­
rived : and the People o f  Ireland, wearied out 
with inteftine Strife, acknowledged Henry for 
their Sovereign Lord -, and a grand Charter o f  
Rights and Covenants, mutual Protection and 
Allegiance, was entered into, anteriorly to that 
o f England. How well this v harter was obferved 
on the proteflive Side, the abLlute Anarchy of

E  near
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s »  An  E S S A Y  on the Antient
near four Centuries, from its original Date and 
Perfection, to the Reign o f  ‘Queen Elizabeth, 
demonftrates : A  whole Nation, that fought 
Protection, and that agreed for quiet, regular, 
and lawful Government, upon r2tionableTerms, 
deprived of the Power o f  ordaining Laws for 
its own Security and Well-being, and precluded 
(all to four or five great and favourite Families,) 
from the Benefits and Advantages accruing from 
thofe o f that Kingdom, to which it had volun­
tarily united itfelf ; expofed, through fuch a 
Length of Tim e, to arbitary Depredations, and 
unpuniihed, unredreiTed, uncenfured Rapine, 
Quis talia fando temper et a Lachrymis !

King Henry called back into England, to lay 
the Storms raifed by his rebellious Sons, with 
whom and Thomas Becket, Archbifhop of Can­
terbury, he was fo conftantiy embroiled to the 
End o f  his Life, that he could little attend to 
the Settlement o f  the Affairs o f  this new ac­
quired Sovereignty.

Richard the Firft, his immediate Succeflbr, 
called away to the Floly W  ars againft the Sara­
cens, had as little Leifure as his PredecefTor to 
promote the Quiet, or Happinefs o f  Ireland.

From the ufurped Authority o f  King John, a 
continued Series o f  Papal Animofity, Blood- 
ihed, Calamities and Piracies, clofed at laft by 
Poifon ; little befide political Difafters o f  all 
Sorts, could be expe&ed.

Henry the Third, through a Reign o f  Fifty- 
fix Years, was continually involved in Troubles 
and Hoftilities, with his inflexible Er.glijh Ba­
rons.

Edward the Firft, a great and warlike Prince, 
was, throughout his whole Reign, engaged in 
the Reduction o f  the Welch and Scots, and fo

intent
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intent thereon, that he could turn his Thoughts
to no other Objeft.

Edward the Second, indeed, fent Gavefton hi­
ther, more to fcreen him from the implacable 
Refentments o f the ftubborn Englijh Nobility, 
than to render any good Offices to the Inhabi­
tants of this Country ; who, indifcriminately, 
(Strongbownians as well as Irijh) felt the Severity 
o f  that infolent Favourite’s Meafures.

Richard the Second vifited this Kingdom in 
Perfon, with the good Intentions of eftablilhing 
Peace, Order, and Harmony, in a valuable but 
long negleited Eftate: Y et his own adyerfe 
Fate, confpiring with that of this Land, called 
him back, before he could carry his favourable 
Refolutions into Execution, to defend his Eng­
lijh Dominions from the hoftile Attacks of Henry, 
Earl o f Hereford, who, with the Duke o f Nor­
folk, Son to John o f  Gaunt, had fome Years be­
fore been banifhed by Richard, to prevent a 
perfonal Combat: This King, worthy more 
propitious Stars, long agitated and affli&ed by 
the Turbulence and irreconcilable Obitinacy of 
his Britijh Subje&s, periflied at lad under the 
impious Hands o f  Sir Pierce o f  Exton, who, at 
the Head o f  eight barbarous armed AfíaíTins, 
ruihed into his Chamber, and murdered him.

The Reign o f  Henry the Fourth was ihort, 
tumultuous, and bloody ; Deluges of noble Blood 
having been fhed by the bate Hands of the 
common Executioner, to confirm a Throne ac­
quired by abominable Crimes, and Violence ! 
A nd no fooner had thefe dreadful Storms begun 
to abate, than Henry was forced to depart from 
a Scene he had more adorned, (for he was, 
without Queftion, a great and valiant Man)
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had not his Ambition blindly hurried him be­
yond the Bounds o f Juftice and Nature.

Henry the Fifth, his Son and Succefior, and 
truly Inheritor o f  his Ambition and warlike 
Genius, imagining himfelf aggrieved by the 
Salique Law , which excluded his Great Great- 
Grandmother, lfabel, from the Monarchy o f  
Ft ance, turned his elevated Thoughts intirely 
to the Conqueft o f  that K ingdom : Wherein, 
by his own vaft Merit in martial Affairs, and 
the Co-operation of the Queen o f  Fravce, (Con­
fort o f  Charles the Sixth, then frantick,) and that 
o f  the Duke o f  Burgundy, a great and powerful 
Prince, he fo far fucceeded, as, after his M ar­
riage with Catharine de Valois, Daughter o f  
Chat les the Sixth, to be crowned, and acknow­
ledged King o f  France.

T o  this great and victorious Monarch fucceed­
ed Henry the Sixth, who, through a long, 
various, and conftantly clouded Reign, feemed 
the very Play o f  Fortune ! This D ay a King, 
the next a Prifoner ! One D ay acknowleged by 
his Parliament, the next attainted! One>D a y a  
Conqueror, and the next a Captive !

Fierce, frequent, and bloody, were the Con­
f l i t s  between the Houfes of York and Lancajier, 
the White and Red Rofes ; the former endeavour­
ing to rccover its Lofs, the latter to maintain 
its uiurped Authority. In this dreadful Quarrel 
periihed two hundred thoufand of private Sol­
diers-, ten thoufand o f  the Nobility, Gentry, 
and Perlons o f  Diftinition ; three Kings ; and’, 
at lait, the entire Race o f  Plantagenet.

Edward the Fourth foon fell, by his natural 
Intemperance, or rather by the infatiable Cruel­
ty o f  Gloucejler ; who had already facrificed his 
Brother Clarence, to pave his W ay to the Throne.

N or
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Nor better fared it with Edward the Fifth who
by all the Arts o f  Seduftion and DeíuJIon’
which his unnatural Uncle and Guardian*
Richard, praftifed on the Fears and Weaknefs
o f  the Queen Dowager ; was, with his Brother
the Duke o f  Tirk, conveyed with great Pom»
to the Tower ; where the bloody Tyrant, aided
by the Duke o f  Buckingham, foon facrificed
thole young, innocent and hopeful Princes to
his wicked and boundlefs Ambition. But he
foon after loft his own flagitious Life, and a
moft cruelly-acquired Crown, on the Plains o f  
Befworth.

T o  him fucceeded Henry the Seventh, and the 
firft o f  the Race o f  Tudor, a great, wife and 
valiant Prince, but rather too much inclined to 
Kigour and Avarice ; Imperfe&ions which ex­
tremely blemiihed his other great Qualities.

In the tenth Year of this Keign, the Parlia­
mentary Conftitution of Ireland received a 
deeper Stab than had ever before, or iince, been 
in fixed  thereon by a Statute Law , commonly 
called Poymn's A f t  ; by which a new, and till 
that wretched Period, an unheard o f  Order was 
added to the three eftabliflied Ranks o f  the 
State. By th1S Law , the Englifh Privy-Councd 
may impofe a Negative on the free and unanimous 
Parliamentary Ordinances of the reprefentative
Body of the Kingdom o f  Ireland -, a manifeft 
Injury to the Authority and Dignity o f Parlia­
ment i and an equal Dimunution o f  the Roval 
Prerogative, that only fhould include, and 
fliould abne exert, a Power fo important.

w  j  dafk’ tumultuat^  and dangerous, 
no Wonder extraordinary Laws lhould pals:
V peray Dlf eaf es require defperate Remedies : But 

lhe tever ls removed, it certainly is a
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horrid Management to leave the bliftering 
PÍaifter Jiill Jticking to the recovered P aten t’s 
Back.

T h e  Diftempers o f this Nation were heavy, 
complicated and chronic  ̂ and finaliy curable, 
only by the falutary all-healing Hands o f our 
prefent King, and prefent Parliament.

T o  Henry the Seventh fucceeded Henry the 
Eighth, as confummate a Tyrant, in every 
Senfe, as ever fwayed the Britijh, or any other 
Sceptre ; whofe whole L ife  was fo continued a 
Scene o f  wanton Difllpation, L u  ft, Cruelty, 
Rapine, Bloodihed and Sacrilege, that it muft 
have been a peculiar Happinefs, to any Part o f 
his Dominions, to have been neglected or forgot­
ten by him : N or could the two fucceedmg 
Reigns o f  Edward the Sixth, and Queen Mary, 
lhort, various, cloudy, and vaitly agitated on 
the Score o f  Religion, (which, in thofe two 
Reigns, took Faces almoft diametrically op- 
pofite3>) afford this Kingdom much refleóted 
Suníhine.

T o  thofe enfued that o f Queen Elizabeth, a 
Princefs o f  powerful Abilities, who, truly intent 
on the Peace and Welfare o f  her Subjects, 
caufed her Laws to operate, and juftice to cir­
culate in this Kingdom , abandoned, as hath 
been obferved, to a State almoft o f  Anarchy, 
thro* a difmal Series o f  feventeen Reigns : But 
the Reformation in Religion, which ihe efta- 
blifhed in England, and introduced in Ireland, 
much obviated her Purpofes for the latter K ing­
dom : For, the Irifh> more tenacious o f  their 
Altars, than o f  their Fire-places, could not 
eafily reconcile themfelves to the Exchange ol a 
Religion they deemed a new one, for that they 
had been in PoffeiTion o f from the fourth, to
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the fifteenth Century : W hich produced a re­
bellious Defeition, in a few of the principal 
Chieftains of this Land, and gave Occafion to 
the greedy Provincial Precedents, o f  trumping 
up imaginary Rebellions, to pave the W ay to real 
Forfeitures -, thereby to aggrandize their own 
Houles -, what fome o f  them effectually ac- 
compliihed, to the Ruin and Extirpation o f  
many honeft Families.

This great and illuftrious Princefs, (whofe 
Reign had remained untarnifhed, had it not 
been for the Death o f  the ill-fated Queen o f  
Scotland) was fucceeded by James the Sixth o f  
Scotland, and the firft o f  the Stuart Race that 
governed England: From this Prince, d efen d ­
ed o f  Irijh Kings, the People o f  Ireland might 
have expefted many Favours and Immunities ; 
wherein, however, they were miferably difap- 
pointed : Which, with a Train of other Hard- 
ihips and antiparental Severities, (particularly 
liis alienating, at one Stroke, fix o f  the beft 
Counties in the Kingdom, on the procured Tefti- 
mony o f  an obfcure wretched Individual, one 
Teige Lenane,) is too fufficient and too lading a 
Proof of: Heu ! tot Conquefta Annorum, haujerit 
una Dies ! T he Pofieifion o f  at leait twenty 
Centuries, of the great and good, the heroic 
and hofpitable O Neils, O Donnels, Mac Guires, 
Mac Gennifes, O Reilly s, O Cahanes, & c. raviihed 
away to gratify hungry Favourites, and indigent 
Relatives ! the fix Counties, however, as the 
Law  Term has it, cfcheated. Had the Highlands 
of Scotland, at that unhappy Period, been more 
populated, propably fix or eight Counties more 
had been procured to rfcheat, and there had been 
a bi aa Clutch of bonny Traitors -, the O Connors, 
Mac Carthys, O Briens, 0  Dcnncls, O Haras,

O Malones,
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O  Malones, & c. had been all in the fame Bottom 
with the Families above mentioned -, elpeciâlly, 
as they could not, according to James the Firft’s 
own Phrafe, look to the Pope, and rcist with 
him.

T o  James the 6th o f  Scotland, and firft o f  
England, fucceeded Charles the Firft ; who, not- 
withftanding his eminent Poflefiion o f  all the 
Virtues that adorn and illuftrate human Nature, 
could neither divert the adverfe Fate o f  Subjects, 
or prevent his own.

T he Diiïèifin o f  many honeft Families in the 
County of Kilkenny, and elfewhere, by thé Earl 
o f  Strafford, on ftale Pretences o f  Non Perform­
ance of Covenants on their Part} his Attempt of 
confifcating twenty-five Parts in thirty of the 
whole Province of Connaught, on a Claim of 
Defcent, dormant 300 Years, and originally ill 
founded, with the arbitrary Steps by him taken to 
the Accomplifhment o f  this wafteful Purpofe; 
too clearly proved that Nobleman a fécond 
Verres. T he cruel and intoxicated Adminitlra- 
tion o f  the Rum p Parliament ; the infolent, li­
centious, and riotous Controul o f  the military 
Independents-, the abjeit Tyranny of Oliver 
Cromwell, who proftrated Conftitution, Church 
and State, will always be recollected with the 
Contempt, Horror, and Deteftation o f every 
good Subje£t.

T h e  Calamities from 1641, to the happy Re-
ftoration of K ing  Charles the Second, in 1660,
being common to all good Subjects, were the
more tolerable, ferre quam fortem patiuntur omnes,
nemo recufat: But now or never, furely, might
his ever loyal, ever faithful Irifh Subjeds have,
with the molt reafonable Affurance, hoped, if
not for publick and lailing Rewards, the com­

mon
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mon Wages of uncommon Fidelity; at Ieaft, 
for a Reftitution of what had been their own, 
through Ages immemorial.

Will late Pofterity believe, that, in Favour o f 
mercenary Adventurers, who advanced Money 
to provide for a defperate regicide Arm y ; in 
Favour o f the Officers o f  this fame A im y, whom 
their Ringleader Cromwell, feared as his Con- 
fcience was, indulged with no more than tem­
porary Grants o f  the Eftates belonging to the 
K ing’s moll faithful Subjeóts : W ill Polterity,
1 fay, believe, that, in fpecial Favour o f  fuch 
Men, thofe identical Subjects, the braveit A d v o ­
cates, as well as the moft affeélionate undeviat- 
ing Friends o f  the Monarchy and Conftitution, 
were for ever deprived o f  their Properties ! T o  
remunerate the others, the moft inveterate and 
implacable Enemies o f e i t h e r  ! Doing Good for  
E v il is a Divine Precept, and certainly includes 
a moft fublime Moral ; but rendering Evil for  
Goid, is fuch a Principle as mull carry Horror 
with it, among favage Nations!

The King o f  Frajice's immediate Letter, on 
this Subjeft, to King Charles the Second, as it 
refleóls Honour on the Memory of thole illullri- 
ous Sufferers, I therefore take Leave to tranfcribe 
in this Place.

His Mod Chrijiian Majefiy's Letter to the King of 
Great Britain, in havour of the Roman Ca- 
tholicks of Ireland.

“  M od H igh, M od Excellent, and Moft 
“  Potent Prince, our dear and well-beloved Bro- 
“  ther and Coufin! A t  the fame Time that we 
“  have been told o f your Mnjedy’s great Good- 
“  nefs towards your Subjedts, and the Prece -̂

F  “  dent
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“  dent you have given o f  an extraordinary Cle- 
“  mency, in granting them your general A m - 
“  nefty (fome few only excepted, o f  thofe 
“  whom the Blood o f  their King, and that o f  
“  his People, cry aloud to Heaven for Revenge 
“  againft). W e could not but let your Majefty 
“  know, that we were extremely furprized to 
“  hear, that the Catholicks of Ireland were ex- 
tc eluded from that A ét o f Oblivion, and, by 
“  that Means, put into the Number of the mojl 
“  criminal ! This News has fo much the more 
“  excited our Companion towards them, that 
“  we have been informed, that, in all the 
“  Changes which have hitherto happened in your 
“  Dominions, and in the almoft general Defec- 
“  tion of your Subjects, none flood more confiant 
“  to their lawful Sovereign, even in the greateil 
“  Streights, than the Catholicks: So that, if  
“  they are now branded for their Religion, it 
“  may be faid, for their Honour, that, in 
“  Times pail, none could be found readier, or 
“  more chemfully dtfpofed, than they, to ferve 
“  and aifift their Prince; and that with fo 
“  much Ardour, that their Zeal then for the 
“  Royal Family was reckoned a certain M ark 
“  o f  their true Religion. It is for that Reafon 
“  that we now become their Interceffors to you : 
“  For, otherwife, had they failed in the Fidelity 
“  they owe you, inilead o f  interceding for 
“  them, we would join with you in ufing them 
“  with all imaginaole R igo u r; and it would 
“  never come into our 1  houghts to concern 
“  ourlelves, as we do, for the Catholicks o f  Ire- 
“  land ; though we were obliged to it, by the lail 
“  Treaty o f  Peace made with the Marquefs o f  
“  Ormond, and which was granted them by our 
“  Médiation. A nd, as we are well aiTured,

“  that,
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44 that, fince the Conclufion o f  that Peace, they 
44 have done Nothing which can be called a 
44 Failure of their Duty to you, we find ourfelves 
44 under fo much the greater Obligation to con- 
4< jure you, to make good that Treaty to them, 
44 in that they religioujly obferved it on their 
44 Side, in all its Parts : And to befeech you 
44 not to fuffer, that either the Hatred, which 
44 an immoderate Zeal fwells fome bigotted Sec- 
44 taries with, nor the unlucky Spoils o f  thefe 
44 poor People, render criminal or miferable the 
44 mojl faithful o f your Subje&s ; to whom their 
46 lawful King, as you are, is not the lefs dear,
44 nor lefs refpe£Ied> becaufe o f  a different Belief 
44 from theirs. W e propofe Nothing to our- 
44 felves in this, nor afk any Thing, but what 
44 we daily prailife (as you may know) towards 
4C thofe o f  our Subjeóts who are o f  the reformed 
44 Religion. And, as we have commanded the 
4C Sieur Marquis de Rouvigny to explain our 
44 Sentiments more amply on this Subjeit to 
44 you, be pleafed to give him a favourable Au- 
4C dience : And, above all Things, be perfwa- 
44 ded, that, in this Affair, we have no lefs your 
44 own true Interest in View, than what natural 
44 Reafon and Equity requires ; and that our fin- 
44 cere Friendihip for you is the principal Mo- 
44 tive o f  this Requeft. Dated at Paris, the 7th 
44 of Septembery 1660.”

T h t  good King Charles, regardlefs o f  this im­
portant Solicitation, unattentive to the plain Sug- 
geftions of common Right, and unaccountably 
forgetful of ail their paft fignal Services and in­
violate Zeal -, obferved indeed that thole faithful 
Irifh Subjefts had no Stock -, consequently, that 
difpofleiTing the Adherents o f  Oliver, who, with

F 2 the
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44 ’dn  E S S A Y  on the Antient
the Land, had pirated the national Stock, would 
caufe much Confufion. As for the former, he 
hoped fome Settlement might in T im e be found 
for them *, (in Truth, I believe, for aught his 
Majefty in Reality concerned himfelf, this might 
have been in Terra Auflralis Incognita). Their 
W an t o f Stock is the lefs to be admired at, it, 
being well known, that, with their Pay in fo­
reign Service, chiefly expended to contribute all 
in their Power to the Royal Support, they even 
went fo far as to fell their Plate, and valuable 
Moveables, to anfwer the fame generous Pur- 
pofe: But, when every known Acre in the K in g ­
dom, that could be difpofed of, was given away 
by Wholefale to the Duke o f York> the Heir- 
apparent o f  the Crown, (partial Diftribution!) 
to new-fangled Favourites, and the (launch old 
Enemies o f  Church and Crown- ; it was hoped 
fome Lands might be yet difcovered, to fatisfy 
and compenfate thofe Irifh Worthies, who had 
Nothing left for their Support, befide an inalie­
nable Senfe o f  Honour and Loyalty, and a Cha- 
railer o f invincible Fidelity (which all Nations 
admired and applauded]. N o  fuch Difcovery, 
however, was made, nor any relative to the 
Irifh  ̂ under that Adminiftration, but what 
tended to convince them, by the famous A f t  
of Settlement, &V. o f  the extraordinary fevere 
Peculiarity o f  their Fate! Y e t, ordained to 
ihew Poflerity unprecedented Specimens o f  L o y ­
alty and Zeal, they ftill adhered, with inflexible 
Conftancy, to the Fortunes o f  K ing  fames the 
Second, not mindful o f  their Injuries by James 
the Firft, their unexampled Sufferings by the 
pxceilive harih Meafures o f  K ing Charles the 
Firft, his Minifters, and Deputies, or their un­
heard-of Treatment (I won’ t fay Wrongs, it

being



being a Maxim the King of England can do none) 
by King Charles II. Little Wonder, a Houfe, 
conftantly Tapping it’s own belt Pillars, ihould 
at length fall.

King James the Second, conftrained to abdi­
cate the Throne o f  England, endeavoured the 
Prefervation o f  this his Kingdom o f Ireland, 
where his faithful Subjects, (a Remnant o f  the 
various and manifold Waites ot foregoing 
Reigns) confidering the thouland Difadvantages 
they laboured under, made fuch a Stand as later 
Ages will look up to with Aftonilhment ! A  
Parcel of Men, congregated in the utmoft Hurry 
and Confufion, undifciplin’d, unarm’d, un- 
cloathed, unpaid! Yet did thofe very Men, 
animated by the Example o f  their heroick Lead­
ers, (1 mean their immediate Lords and Coun­
trymen) on the Plains o f  Aughrim, convince 
the belt veteran Army that Day in Europe, fu- 
perior in Numbers, excellently provided for in 
every Refpeót, and conducted by a Prince of 
fingular Valour and Addrels, that Irifhmen were 
deferving o f  more aufpicious Stars.

Never was a more gallant Defence than they, 
after this, made in Limerick -, where, although 
abandoned by the Prince, (whofe Cauie they 
had fo remarkably efpoufed) and his auxiliary 
French, they obtained an honourable C a p i t u -  
l a t i o n  from thofe in Commiffion under King 
William the Third, whofe ítriét Obfervance 
thereof, to the End o f  his glorious Life, re­
flects, among many other his great Atchieve- 
ments, deferved Honour on his Memory.

The diftinguilhed Figure made by thole 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, who, regardlefs o f 
Property or Eafe, followed the Deftïny of that 
hard-lated Prince, King James the Second,

(namely,
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(namely, the I ords Mount-Cajhel, Tyrcornel, Clare 
and Lucan, the Billons, Nugents, Rooths, Burkes, 
Lees, hitz-Geralds, Cooks, Lacys, Browns, IVo- 
ga;ts, Baggots, Sheridans, Creaghs, Plunkets, 
Barnewals, Neagles, Lallys, -Mît Carthys, Mac 
Fennels, Mac Guires, Mac Namarras, Mac M a­
li its, Mac Gennis's, 0  Neils, 0  Connors, 0 Dsk-

0 'riens, 0  Dwyers, 0  ShaghnuJJys, O M a- 
honys, O Sullivans, 0  Kellys, O Ferralls, O Reil­
ly s, O Haras, O Hogans, O Byrnes, O Do.es, & c . 
& c. & c .  the military Annals o f  Germany, 
France, Spain, Flanders, Italy, Naples, and 
Rujfia, muit bear ample and authentic Tefti- 
mony of, to future Ages.

T hofe were they, o f  whom Dr. Mac en Crow 
gives the following concife, but ju il  and happy 
Character.

Genus acre Bello, Studiis Genus acre Minervæ,
Devetuinque mori pro Rege, Fidêque tuendis.

A m ong thofe who followed the Fortunes o f  
K ing  James the Second, were Sir Richard Nea- 
gle, his Attorney-General, and Dr. Moore, Pro- 
voft ol Trinity-college, near Dublin ; two Gentle­
men very juftly diftinguiihed in their refpeftive 
Spheres -, the former, a Gentleman o f  unihaken 
Integrity, and great Capacity in the Profeilion 
o f  the Laws ; the latter, o f  exemplary Piety, 
univerfal Learning, and fine Accomplifhments. 
Louis the Fourteenth, then King o f France, pro­
tected thofe worthy deferving Men, with fingu- 
lar Tendernefs and Attention -, and was inftrufted 
and guided folely by Dr. Moore, in the refto- 
ring, eftablilhing, and modelling the Univer- 
fity o f  Paris, at that gloomy Period ! quite 
buried in perplexed, unintelligible, peripatetic
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Philofophy, and disfigured with romantic L e ­
gends, and Gothic Jingle! But, at the Doc­
tor’s Appearance, Ent ries, Quiddities, Sym ­
pathies, Antipathies, occult Qualities, fubftantial 
Forms, meta; hyfical Degrees. Categories, and 
all this unideal wordy Stuff, vanifhed -, and 
were (ucceeded by a clear, concile Method o f  
Reafoning, and found, ufeful, and experimen­
tal Philofophy. Greek, Hebr, w, Syriac, Lbaldaic, 
and Arabic, were Langu tges untaught, unknown, 
in the Univerfity o f  Paris, before Ur. M,ore ; 
for whom particularly, Louis the Fourteenth 
founded, eftablifhed, and endowed the Royal 
College, now called College du Cambray : \nd
how well our Doétor fucceeded therein, may be 
inferred from the Character and Writings o f 
his Pupils and Flearers, Boileau, Fontineile, Po­
tée, Montefquieu, Fleuri, Lauguet, with many 
otheis, and Rcllin, his peculiar Favourite and 
immediate Succefior, all great Genius’s, ap­
plauded Writers, and celebrated Wits. So 
that, as Irelanu had the Honour o f  founding, it 
had alio that of eftoring and reviving rhe great 
Univerfity o f  Paris, in the Perfons oi two o f  
its learned Natives.

The Reign of her Majefty Queen Attni (g lo­
rious to her Arms, under the Conduót o f  John, 
Duke o f  Marlborough, and her other Generals, 
and juftly diftinguifhed by the Number o f  great 
Genius’s and Wits, who enlightened that P e­
riod) was in this Kingdom chiefly employed in 
additional A its  againlt the further Growth of 
Popery : And many there were, who deemed it 
an unpa allel’d Severity in her Majeity, to give 
her Royal A fient to them particular Laws ; by 
which the Reman Catholicks of Ireland (already 
ruined by their inimitable Allegiance to her

Royal
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Royal Father, Uncle, and Grandfather) were 
precluded from availing themfelves, by a tolerable 
eafy Leafe9 o f  any Part or Parcel o f  thefe E - 
ilates, forfeited by their Anceftors, thro* their 
unremitting Endeavours, to fupport and main­
tain that Stem, o f  which ilie was herfelf an im­
mediate Branch.

So late even as this Reign, the whole K in g ­
dom o f  Ireland was a defolate diffufive Scene of 
total Decay! covered with all the ghaftlySym p­
toms o f  the Confumption o f  Centuries! But, 
at length, on the happy Acceffion o f  his late 
Majefly o f  glorious Memory, theblifsful M orn­
ing o f  Peace and Concord began its aufpicicus 
D aw n! Y et, as T im e, publick Spirit, Patri- 
otifm (in its higheit Conception) and unwearied 
Diligence, were all colleitively eiTential to the 
giving Life, Vigour, and A itiv ity , to national 
Induftry and Improvement, fo very long in a 
melancholy State o f  Languor and Oppreffion : 
N o t before the prefent truly glorious Reign, did 
Hibernia tune her old Harp, now newly itrung 
to univerfal Harmony and Elegance, and rear 
her awful Head from the ftupid difmal Dozes 
o f  Ages ; where comes the literal Applicatioa 
o f  my third Motto, R e n a s c im u r .

Hinc prifeœ rede tint Art es, felicibus inde
Ingeniis apcritur iter> defpeiïaque Mufæ
Colla levant.— -

H aving travelled through a tedious N ight, 
thick-let with Horrors o f  various Hues ! and 
thus come to the End o f  a painful Journey -, 
give me Leave, kind Reader, to indulge awhile 
with admiring the beautiful Variety o f Objects, 
which now furround me, to the ferene Delight
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o f  the Mind, and refined Gratification o f  Senfe; 
before I attempt that Difplay o f them to which 
I have no Occafion of profeifing my Inequality.

In this Reign, and not before, our Linen 
Manufacture, in many Kefpefts one of the moft 
profitable Branches o f  our national Commerce, 
received all the Encouragement from Royal 
Bounty, and Parliamentary Santtion, that could 
be reasonably hoped for.

Perlons o f  the higheft Rank, Dignity, and 
Fortune, were appointed Trujlees for the Propa­
gation, Encouragement, and Diffufion, o f  this 
beneficial Trade, throughout the refpeétivc Pro­
vinces.

The Linen-Hall was erefted in Dublin, under 
as juft and nice Regulations as any commercial 
Houfe in Europe.

The North of Ireland began to wear an Af- 
peft entirely new ; and, from being (through 
W ant o f  Indultry, Bufinels, and Tillage) the 
almofl: exhaufted Nurfery o f our Amtrican Plan­
tations, foon became a populous Scene o f  Im ­
provement, Traffic, Wealth, and Plenty ; and 
is, ac this Day, a well-planted Diftridb, confi- 
derable for Numbers o f well-affeded, ufeful, 
and induftrious Subjects.

Now arofe, now ihone forth, the ever H o­
nourable D u b l i n  S o c i e t y ;  a Society equalled 
by none. It is true, we read o f  Patriarchs, Phi- 
lofophers, Warriors, Orators, and Poets ; of 
Senates, Parliaments, Councils, lie . but we no 
where, abítraéted from our own Country, meet

Set of pious Patriots, from their -private 
Funds, adorning their Country in general, in 
every Degree and Branch o f  Induftry, and Im­
provement -, and, infpired with Sentiments truly 
public and locial, munificently rewarding their

G  Country^
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Countrymen, ofwhatfoever Denomination, with­
out Favour or Diftinftion ; for meliorating their 
proper Eftates, or Farms ; for excelling in any 
Production of Nature, or A rt ; for any Difco- 
very, or Invention, uieful to M ankind: A  Set 
o f  truly honourable, and generous Perfonages, in- 
ílruéting their Countrymen with clear, yet phi- 
lofophical Precepts, encouraging them by their 
Exam ple, and rewarding them from their inex- 
hauftible Bounty ! Such, and fuch unrivalled,
is the I l l u s t b  ious D u e l i n  S o c i e t y  ! W hat 
P ity , the ample Diftributions, and inftructive 
W ritings o f  this learned and mupifkent Body, 
are not regularly publiihed, in Latin , Englifh., 
and French, for the peculiar Honour of this 
N  ation, the Edification o f  Pofterity, and as a 
bright Pattern of Imitation to all other civiliz’dCP
Countries !

N ow  likewife appeared the Philharmonic So­
ciety, that, (from a few Gentlemen, who ufed 
cccafionally to meet, (in order to while away an 
H o u r  with a gentle Tune, and chearful Glafs) 
grew into an harmonious Body, not alone for 
the Improvement o f  the charming A rt o f  M u- 
fic, but for the effe5lual Relief alfo o f  fucceflive 
Thoufands, from Mifery, Famine, and Con­
finement : Concordiâ res parvœ crefcunt. O r ­
p h e u s ,  we are told, built the W alls o f  Thebes, 
by the irrefiftible Powers o f  Harmony : Be this 
true or fabulous ; how many Iron Gates have 
we not feen open, to the perfuafive Charities o f  
this tuneful Society ! how many gloomy Cells 
vacated by their Charms ! This elegant Society, 
by moderate Loans, Intereft-free, to the induf- 
trious Poor, prevents many fuch from getting 
into the Diilrefs of Prifons, or following often- 
five Courfes ; and, by enabling them t<? obtain

an
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an honeft Livelihood, rendcreth them ufeful 
Members to the i.ommunity : So that, or this 
Society, it might have been juftly faid,

Omne tulit Punftum que mifcuit utile dulci.

In this happy Reign was incorporated, under 
the protective SarCtion o f  Royal Bounty, a 
Society, truly Chrit'tian, for the pious Efta- 
blifhment o f  Proteftant C h a r t e r  - S c k o o i s  

throughout the Kingdom: A n Inftitution far 
more productive o f  national Morality, and R e ­
formation, than excommunicative Difcipline, or 
reftriCtive penal Statutes ; fince Perfuafion and 
Rewards have ever been, and muft ever continue 
to be, more confiftent with the meek and be? 
nevolent Temper o f  true Chriftianity, more ef­
fectual, Apoitolic, and Catholic, than Pmifb- 
ments, Persecution, or Sequefirations.

In this Reign ihines out a Chriftian Divine, 
who, in the inetfimable, individual Dr. Madden» 
coilefts a whole Society of Patriots \ a venerable 
Man, not alone the Guide o f  his particular 
Congregation, but a pure, alfo clear and laiting 
L igh t o f  Perfection, and noble Imitation, to 
his Countrymen in general.

On Madden, kindred Angels fmile !
Bright Mirrour to his native Ifle !
T o  whom old .Age lhall fay, and Youth,
W ith grateful and prophetic Truth,

Semper Honos, Nomenq-, tuum, Laudefe\ manebunt,

St. Patrick’ s Kofpital, for the Reception o f 
Lunaticks and Ideots, a laiting Monument of 
the late Dean Swift’s Chaiity, as are his various

£? ? Writings?
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Writings, o f  his great Genius and W it : M er­
cer’s charitable Hofpitable in Stephen Jlreet : T h e  
noble Hofpital for the Relief o f  poor Lying- 
inn-Women, o f  the Projection of our late ex­
cellent Countryman, Dr. Bartholomew Mcjj'e -, 
by which a great Number o f  Women and Chil­
dren are preferved from miferable and untimely 
Ends : T h e  Charitable Infirmary on the Inns* 
Quay : T h e  New Hofpital for Incurables, on La­
ser's-H ill: St. Nicholas's Hofpital, in Francis- 

fireet : T h e  Meath Hofpital, in Skinner's Alley: 
T h e  Lock Hofpital, in George's-Lane, for haplefs 
W om en and Children, tainted with the Venereal 
Infection : A nd the Charitable Hofpital in King- 
Jlreet, Oxmantown, are all the humane and pious 
Growth o f  this tranfcendent Reign.

Thofe Hofpitals are duly and .regularly at­
tended, by the moil eminent Phyficians, and 
fkilful Surgeons, without Fee or Reward : So 
that, from this obvious Confideration, the fre­
quent and large Collections in our Churches, for 
the comfortable Support, and Chriilian Educa­
tion, o f  indigent Boys ; the ftated Diftributions 
o f  our Chief Magiftrates, to the Helplefs and 
N e e d y ; and, in Truth, from the general Dif- 
pofition o f  its worthy Inhabitants ; we may, 
without any Rifque o f  incurring the leaft Cenfure 
o f  Adulation, or Vanity, pronounce D u b l i n  

as charitable a Metropolis as any in the known 
W orld. In the beautiful new Garden, plann’ d 
by D r .  Moffe, breathing in all the natural Fra­
grance o f  the Spring, adorned with all the Ele­
gancies o f  A rt, all the Splendor of Illumina­
tion, and infpired with the moil foothing 
Charms o f delightful H arm on y; to behold 
Crowds o f  young Ladies, in the full Glow o f  
Beauty, and Bloom o f  Youth, finely habited,
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and elegantly decorated in the Manufactures o f  
our own Country, (and finiihed in the m ofiex- 
quifite Tafle, by cur own Artizans) ; to behold 
them, I fay, converting their very Amufements 
and Recreations to the heavenly Purpoies o f  re­
lieving the Diftreffed, mud, to every thinking 
Irijh Spectator, afford a Profpeft o f the utmod 
rational Joy !

A s all Men, who render their Country didin- 
guiflied Honour, or Angular Service, deferve, 
therefore, lading Monuments o f  public grateful 
Acknowledgment to their Memories -, it is 
hoped that, in this Refpedt, Dr. Mojfc will not 
be forgotten by thofe who are evidently fond o f  
encouraging and rewarding public Zeal :

Eternal Joys to Mcjfe kind Heaven give,
B y  whom, 011 Earth, fo many Thoufands live !

T h e  Marine Society, o f  recent Inditution alfo, 
difpofeth many poor young Men into a Condi­
tion o f  acquiring an honeft, and praife-worthy 
Livelihood, and o f  becoming ufeful Members 
o f  the Community -, by ferving on Board of his 
Majefty’s Fleets in War-time, and ferving our 
Merchants in Times o f  Peace -, and, in this 
double Capacity, o f  contributing to the general 
Welfare o f  their Mother-Country, to which 
they may otherwife prove a Burden.

Our publick Entertainments o f various Kindi 
are, for the moil Part, conducted with drift 
Propriety, and real Politenefs ; thofe efpecially 
o f  the Theatre, which ihould, by no Means, 
pafs for Matter of flight or cafual Confideration ; 
feeing the Remans, the greateft of all People, 
çfteemed the Theatre worthy the Attention of 
particular Laws, liofcia Lex Theatralis, ike. Mr-
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Sheridan's general Merit as a Player ftands con- 
feffed ; but as a Manager, that Gentleman’s fall­
ing frequently under the heavy Difpleafure o f 
the Public, (whether from an haughty Diftafte 
to his Profeifion, or indulged Arrogance o f  
Tem per) with his violent Introdu&ion o f  antir 
dramatick Rope and Wire-dancing, Tum bling, 
and Fire-eating, to the vifible Degradation o f  a 
liberal Stage, whereon nothing mean, fhocking, 
or monftrous, ihould ever appear ; he hath not 
fucceeded fo well : Then, his Scheme o f  Uni­
ting an Academy, for the fober regular Educa­
tion o f  Youth, with a publick Theatre, feemed 
rather the feveriih Delufion o f  a diftempered 
Brain, and heated Imagination, than the cool 
deliberate Refult o f  rational Judgment ; from 
which fermented Source, alfo feem’d diredtly to 
flow his avowed Concern for the long loft Art of 
Oratory among us : H ad M r. Sheridan attended 
fo the Debates o f  our H igh  Court o f  Parlia­
ment ; been frequent in our different Churches, 
and at the Bars o f  our Courts o f  Judicature ; 
and had, in this Cafe, formed a comparative 
Judgment, from the W ritings of Demofthenes, 
Plato, lfocrates, Cicero, and Pliny the Younger ; 
from the Rule» and Precepts o f  Ariftotle, Lon­
ginus, Horace, QuinEîilian, Scaliger, Rapin, Porée, 
and Rollin ; he had been then convinced how 
little Occafion there was for his lamenting the 
Lofs o f  an A rt in this Kingdom , which breathes 
there in full Maturity o f  all it’s perfuafive 
Charms. This his dogmatical Affertion o f  the 
long-loft Art of Oratory, his wild Academical Pro­
jects, with the foregoing theatrical Inconfiilen-* 
cies, too much fubject that Gentleman to the 
Character given, by the Roman Satirift, o f  an 
aifuming fharp-fet Grcckling ;

Crtgr
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Cramaticus, Rhetor, Geometres, Picior, AlipUs, 
Augur, Scccnobatts, Medicus, Magus, omnia novit-

U pon the W hole, I will readily grant Mr. 
Sheridan a Rofcius, if  the Name can footh him j 
a Critic -, nay, an Orator -, but I lhall be bold 
ro aiïèrt, that we have many, very many, in 
this Kingdom, o f  far greater Powers than that 
Gentleman, whereof fome o f his Orations, fo 
called, aie incontrovertible Teitimonies.

This Kingdom hath o f  late Years exhibited 
as juftly celebrated Male and Female Piayers, 
as any other ; evinced in the Characters of 
Mefiieuis %z'«, Ryan, Delane, Sheridan, Barry, 
Mcfj'op, Dexter, Sparks, Mrs. IVoffington, the 
inimitable Mrs. Fitz-Henry, and lèverai others, 
of either Sex.

M r, Bany’ s Capacity, as a Manager, ap- 
peareth equal to his eminently-affeéting Powers 
in Tragedy, (fo generally known, and io unex- 
ceptionably cor.teiFedj froth the magnificent 
Theatre, erefted by that Gentleman, with ama­
zing Expedition, in Grandeur, Convenience, 
and Elegance, preferable to any in London, or 
Paris : From the obliging Deccncy the refpeói ive 
Performances thereof are conducted with, and 
evidently from the furpaffing theatrical Abilities 
o f  the Company, that, with the molt engaging 
Variety, entertains the Publick in Crowftreet 
Play-houfe. I have fometimes feen, and have 
been av often delighted, with Performances o f  
the Gentlemen juft mentioned, as with thofe o f  
the admired Mr. Garrick, and the famous Mef- 
fieurs Dufréfne, Coffin, and Quinault -, and, if  1 
may take Leave to declare my Opinion, am 
therein clear that Mr. Barry, in the exquifitely
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pathetick Strokes o f  deep Tragedy, touches the 
Soul with as much delicate Senfibility, and, in 
the irrefrainable Sallies o f  the more boifterous ' 
Paflions, foars with as majeftick W ings, as any 
one o f  them, I will not fay higher. T o  behold 
M r. Barry, fubiimely ftruggling in a Storm o f  
Adverfity, with the fudden Shocks, and unex­
pected Blows of Fortune j tben9 (when all hu­
man Efforts mud yield to inevitable Necefïity) 
finking in the irretrievable Plunge o f  Sorrow 
and Calamities, with that calm Refignation ever 
attendant on true Heroifm ; muft convince any 
judicious Spectator o f  his being born a T rage­
dian. I mud here declare, that what I have 
advanced on this Subjeót neither arifeth from 
PrepoiTeffion on one Side, or Prejudice on the 
other ; having no Manner o f  Connection, nay, 
not even a perfonal Acquaintance, with M r. 
Barry ; nor any Objection to M r. Sheridan, but 
fuch as muft naturally iflue from my juit Re- 
fentment againil any Individual, o f  whatfoever 
Rank, Character, or Denomination, who fhould 
prove fo ignorant, and yet fo hardy, as to declare 
Elocution loft in our native Country ; an illiberal 
Cenfure, which, i f  true, had neceffarily wrapped 
our H igh Court o f  Parliament, the whole Body 
o f  our Clergy, our Univerfity, Bench and Bar, 
in Shades that, I am certain, had been never 
difpell’d by the Approach o f  L ight, fo dim and 
glimmering as that Gentleman’s.

L et us now take a lummary View o f  the In­
habitants o f  Ireland, in their refpe&ive Ranks: 
A n d  to begin with the Peers : A re they not fuch 
Perfonages, as, by their Munificence, Affabi­
lity o f  Manners, Eafinefc o f  Comportment, 
Propriety o f  Appearance, and Generofity in 
dealing, reflect true Honour on Nobility , and,

in
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Reality, derive their fuperior Rank, as much 
from the Pi e eminence o f  their Virtues, as from 
the conftitutional Dignity o f  their Titles ?

The Encreafe o f our People, Wealth, Com­
merce, Induftry, A rts, Inventions; the extra­
ordinary additional Number, in this happy 
Reign, o f  our beautiful Seats, elegant Improve­
ments, ufeful and ornamental Plantations, ex- 
tenfive Inclofures, excellent high Roads, (for­
merly almoft impaifable,) with the vifible R e­
formation in national Harmony, and Allegiance, 
will beft fuggeft an Idea o f  the Honourable the 
Houfe o f Commons o f  Ireland, compofed o f  
fuch candid Spirits, as, neither the Smiles or 
Frowns o f  fuperior Influence, popular Views, 
or private C*nneftions, can bend from the va­
rious effential Duties due to their King, their 
Country, and themfelves •, conilant in their 
Attendance; careful in their Proceótion ; and 
zealous in their Promotion o f  publick Felicity ; 
not more extenfive in their noble Proje£ts for 
this great Purpofe, than expeditious in carrying 
thofe into Execution.

Our Conftitution, partly o f Gothic, partly o f 
Norman Inftitution, t̂he firft H igh Court o f  
Parliament on the prefent Eftabliihment, having 
been ordained in the Reign o f  Henry the Firft, 
Son o f William the Conquerer) avoiding the 
turbulent Licentioufnefs o f  a Democracy, the 
factious domineering Temper o f  Ariftotracy, and 
the variable oppreflive Sway of Arbitary Mo­
narchy ; but including- by an harmonious A f-  
femblage, the eficntial Virtues o f thofe different 
Syftems of Government ; is unqueftionably the 
left digefted and wifeft in the known World : 
Under which, the K in g  and die Nobles, with 
the Commons, unite, to extend the Commerce,

H  promote
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promote the Happinefs, guard over the Safety, 
pfeferve the L ives, defend the Characters, fup- 
port the Liberties, and proted the Property o f  
the People. Blefs’d Conftitution ! O  ! may it 
ever flouriih ! under whofe mild and preferva- 
tive Influence, a few only feel Reftraint -, ex­
cept from the Commiffion o f  private E vil,  or
focial Injury-

I have faid a Few only ; becaufe there arefome 
among us, who, on the Score o f  Religion, are 
fecluded from permanent Property : A n d  even 
Thofe, it is hoped, will, in Confideration o f  the 
invariable Tenor o f  their humble and pacific 
Conduót, from the Capitulation o f  Limerick, to 
this Day -, and from their unanimous and chear- 
ful Obedience to our Civil Government, e’re 
long obtain fome Mitigation o f  their Affairs ; 
fuch the benevolent Temper and Difpofition o f  
the prefent incomparable Reign ! Some late e x ­
cellent * Pamphlets, wherein thefe Gentlemen’s 
political Principles are fully and clearly explain­
ed, ihew o f  what fignal Advantage it had been 
to the Numbers, lnduftry, Health, W ealth, 
and Beauty o f  this Kingdom , to indulge them 
a Property, even in our uncultivated -Moun­
tains, dreary Waftes, and noxious Marfhes : 
W h ich  Meafure,fhould it appear in a true L ig h t  
to our worthy Reprefentaiives, we may in a 
few Years more, hope to fee Ireland one o f  the 
m oil beautiful, beft-improved, beil-conditioned 
Iflands in the Univerfe. Our Bench is adorned 
with Honourable Perfonages, confpicuous for 
Learning, Integrity, Humanity, and Impar-

-, tiality-,

*  Siafor.ablt ’Jbnughn, &C.  publiihed by George Faulkm r ; 
the Cafe o f the Roman Catholics, and the Principles o f she 
Roman Catholics, the iWo laft p u b li& e d b y  P . Lord, in Ceoi* 

jlreet, Dublin,
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tiality j o f whom, it may be boldly affirmed, 
and with the ftridteft Truth, that they are not 
Favourers o f  Perfons. The prefent Lord Chief 
Juftice o f  tht King-Bench, the late Mailer *.of 
the Rolls, and Chancellor o f  the Exchequer, 
Natives o f  Ireland, formed a Triumvirate, whofe 
Learning, Worth, and diftinguiflied Abilities, 
had rendered them eminently refpe&able in the 
brighteft Æras, either o f  the Roman Common­
wealth, or Empire.

Our Attorney and Solicitor General, our Ser­
jeants at Law , and King’s Council, with many 
eminent Barrifters, and a Set o f  learned eloquent 
young Gentlemen, all lhinirfgflput together ; 
fuch as Tully, Horlenjius, and Pliny, had with 
fond Tendernefs cherilhed, and with pleafing 
Pride, avowed for their Pupils -, form as diftin­
guiihed a Body of Advocates and Orators, as 
adorn any Courts o f  Judicature in Europe.

In the Diocefe o f  Dublin exifteth a truly 
pious Society for the Relief and Support of the 
Widows and Children o f  the inferior Clergy 
thereof. It is, indeed, furprizing in a K in g­
dom, fuch (thank Heaven) as Ireland is, that 
the Example o f this charitable Society, hath 
not been univerfally followed. In hath often 
affeited me to the Quick, to have feen a learned 
Divine, after a tedious and painful Free-School 
Inftitution, and expenfive Univeriity Education, 
ftruggling, upon a poor Penfion or Salary o f 
forty Pounds a Year, to maintain an honeil 
Gentlewoman, Children, and Servants, (and 
really with fome Decency o f  Hofpitality) fedu- 
loufly difcharging, at the fame Tim e, the dif­
ferent Duties o f  the paftoral Function ; when a 
foreign Fidler ihall run away with tripple that 
Sum, or more, for one N ight’ s Performance.

H 2 I would
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I  would by no Means be underftood to derogate 
from the Merits of fine Performers in the dif­
ferent Parts o f  Mufick, or endeavour to dimi- 
niih their reafonable Perquifites : But, furely, 
fuch M en and fuch 7 hings are not to be thought 
of, in Competition with thofe, who, by Teach­
in g  and Preaching, refine our Morals, inftruft 
our Underftandings, inform our Lives, and en­
lighten our Souls with the celeftial Spirit o f  the 
Chriftian Faith ; and thereby happily lead us, 
through this tranfient and precarious State, to 
eternal Tranquility and Blifs. I am not a 
Preacher; but thus far ihall venture: A s  the 
Fear o f  the L(fr^ s  the Beginning o f  W ifdom , 
our generally following the heavenly Example 
o f  this venerable Society, muft be a great T eft  
as well o f  the one, as the other. I f  the Biihops, 
the temporal Lords, and great eftated Men o f  
each Diocefe, would but gracioufly lead the 
W ay, it is not unlikely they had been attended 
by Crowds o f  zealous Followers : A n d , in Fadt, 
a fmall Matter annually Jet apart, from even the 
fuperfluous Outgoings of the W ealthy and 
Opulent, o f  different Ranks, would very hap­
pily anfwer the generous noble End o f  preferv- 
ing, from an anxious State o f  particular Dépen­
dance, Numbers o f  virtuous, well-educated 
Gentlewomen, and their Children, from the va­
rious Miferies, which the untimely Death o f  a 
Father, and narrow Circumftances, but too fre­
quently expofe them to ; an End fo every W ay 
worthy the natural Difpofition, the benevolent 
Temper, the inherent Hofpitality, and the efien- 
tially-charitable Character of Ireland.

O ur Iroteftant Brethren, the Dijfenters, by a 
prudent and pious Regulation of fecreting one 
Pound a Year, each parochial Minifter, for this

religiouily



religiouily humane Purpofe, have conftantly a 
Fund fufficient to allow the Relidb o f  each 
Clergyman twenty bounds a Year, (which pre- 
fervcs her from the Miferies o f  Want and Dé­
pendance) and have, at fome Periods, where­
with to fet their Children up, in an honeft and 
creditable W ay o f  living. As we are emulouily 
fond o f  adopting the Wifdom and Virtues o f  
each Chriftian Sedt and Society, it is fervently 
hoped we will alfo this tender and pious Scheme ; 
a Scheme fo comprehenfive o f  true Charity, and 
fo productive of focial and happy EfFedh ! How 
difficult is it for Minds, crowded with Cares, 
and beiet with the preiling Calls o f  Family-pre- 
fervaticn, to attend, with 'due Compofure and 
Inclination, to the various indifpenfible Duties 
of the paftoral Office ? But how chearfully would 
thofe Reverend Gentlemen proceed in their 
divine Miiiion, when, by fome vifibie Provifion 
for the proper Objects of their prefent Cares and 
future Concern, they fhould, in a great Meafure, 
be releafed from domeftick Anxiety, from 
gloomy Apprehenfions, and alarming Profpefts, 
into the temporal Futurity o f thole, for whom 
they muft be neceffarily affeóted with the moil 
tender Feelings !

The moil convincing and decifive Method of 
adjudging Caufes, being by a comprehenfive 
View and critical Examination o f  their Effedts i 
of Sireams, by a nice Scrutiny and Inveftig^,- 
tion oi their sources ; hence may we, from the 
ihining Characters, and extenfivc Abilities o f  
our Divines and Barrifters, frame a juft Idea o f  
the Univerfity o f  Dublin, which, for Compafs 
and Extent of the Sciences, Variety o f elegant 
Arts, found Erudition, and polite Literature 
therein taught, in the moil regular and perfpicu-

ous
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ous Methods, is equalled by few, excelled by 
none.

T h e Students are carefully inftrufted in the 
more refined Parts o f  claifical Learning ; orien­
tal, antient, and modern Languages ; Criticifm, 
facred and profane Hiftory, Oratory, L ogick , 
Ethicks, and Metaphyficks -, in natural and ex­
perimental Philofophy ; Anatomy, Botany and 
Chymiftry -, the Mathematicks, in Theory and 
Pradtice ; Civil and Canon Laws ; Theology,' 
Controverfy, and Ecclefiaftical Hiftory : So
that, with a good Capacity, and regular A p ­
plication, one may depart this Univerfity, as 
completely and happily inftituted for the hono­
rary Profeffions o f  Life, as may be reafonably 
expected from any Nurfery o f  Learning extant. 
T h e  obtaining a Fellowfhip in this Univerfity, 
is a demonftrative T e ft  o f  comprehenfive -na­
tive Talents, thorough intellectual Cultivation, 
deep and various learned Acquirements.

T h e  Newtonian Philofophy ; the excellent Boyle’s 
experimental Philofophy, and M r. Locke’s M e­
taphyficks, prevail much in the College o f  Dub­
lin : W hich, for Extent, Convenience, M agni­
ficence, and a molt fumptuous elegant Library, 
exceeds any one College in Europe. The beau­
tiful Parks belonging to it, feem aftually, on a 
ferene Evening,., the delightful Vale o f  Tempe, 
or enchanting ReceiTes of Parnajjus, inhabited 
by all the Mufes, all the Graces, with their 
charming Train.

The Trade o f  Ireland, however in former 
Tim es miferably reftrained and limited, hath in 
this happy Reign received confiderable Enlarge­
ments; fuch as, the opening feveral W ooll- 
Ports ; the Bounty on Irijh Linens, now our 
ftaple Commodity, imported into Great-Britain ;
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and the Immunity lately granted o f  importing 
thither Beef, Butter, Tallow, Candles, Pork^ 
Hides, live Cattle, 6?c. a Privilege that, in its 
Confequences, mud prove o f  fignal Advantage 
to both Nations; to this efpecially, as we ihall 
hereby be enabled, upon any occasional Exigen­
cy, to fupply our protecting Friends, and pro- 
portionably flint the Hands o f  our Enemies, 
who, (by the Profufion o f  Wines and fpirituous 
Liquors, annually exported from France to 
Ireland, in Exchange for our Beef, Butter, & c. 
to pafs over the Gluts o f  Teas and Spirits, & c. 
fmuggled thence by the weftern Runners) have 
conflantly the Balance on their Side. Our E x ­
ports, with thofe already mentioned, confifl in 
a few Cheefes, Salmon and Kelp: But, as our 
Linens are, without Queflion, become the vital 
Spring o f  Irijh Commerce, it is Matter o f  great 
Concern and equal Surprize, that the other Pro­
vinces do not more univerfally and effequally fol­
low the lucrative Example o f  the North ! fince, 
it is evident, nothing but equal lndufiry can be 
wanting to render them equally flcurifhing, The 
Over-growth o f  Graziers and Srockmafters, is 
the ftrongeft Indication that can be o f  national 
W aite and Decay, in refpeft o f Inhabitants. 
W hat could a Foreigner, travelling among us, 
particularly in the wejlern Counties, fome Sum­
mers pail, judge o f  our national Wifdom and 
Oeconomy ? W ould he not flart even at our 
Humanity, on feeing the beft arable Grounds 
in the Kingdom, in immenfe Tra&s, wantonly 
enjoyed by the Cattle o f a few petulant Indi­
viduals ; and at the fame Junóture, our high 
Ways and Streets crowded with Shoals o f  men­
dicant i'ellow-creatures ! reduced, through Want 
o f  proper Suitenance, to the utmoft Diftrefs ?

W  on Id
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"Would not a Frenchman, for Example, give a 
Shrug extraordinary, at finding, in every little 
Inn, Bourdeaux Claret and Nantz Brandy, 
though, in all Likelihood, not a Morfel o f  Irijh 
Bread ?

It is much to be hoped, T hat, when the Spi­
rit o f  Tillage ihould become more general and 
a&ive, our Farmers more attentive to the 
Growth o f  the beft Kinds o f  Grain, and our 
Brewers more attentive to the Rules and Pre­
cepts for that Purpofe laid down by the H o ­
nourable the D u b l i n  S o c i e t y -, we ihall have 
little or no Occafion for that Inundation o f  Lon­
don Porter ; (an heavy, cloudy, intoxicating, 
ill-fhvoured Liquor) that annually overflows 
this City and other Parts o f  the Kingdom -, as, 
in the above Cafe, we may have a fufficient 
Plenty and Variety o f  M alt Liquors* our own 
native Produce, far better than any imported ; 
and, in Cafe o f  a Redundancy o f  Grain, (a 
Matter not very likely to happen) may, with 
moderate Care, have Spirituous Liquors o f far 
a more wholefome Nature, exquifice Tafte, and 
delicate Flavour, than thofe imported at an ex­
traordinary Expence •, and but too often adul­
terated, in the firil Concoftion.

W e have, in feveral Parts o f  this Kingdom, 
(in the Province o f  Munfter efpecially) a recy, 
fpirituous, fine-flavoured Cyder, very litt e, i f  
at all, inferior to the beft imported W hite 
W ines -, and a moderate Plenty o f  grateful 
H oney-Liquors, which, with our prime Beef, 
M utton, Pork, Veal, Lam b, Variety o f  Fowls, 
tame and wild ; red and fallow Deer ; Hares, 
Rabbits, Pidgeons, Pheafants, Groufe, and, 
Partridge; wild Duck, Plover, Snipe, &V. 
L ?ke, River, Shell and Sea Fiih, o f  all Kinds t



the Produce o f  the Garden, (Horticulture hav­
ing o f  late Years fo vaftly improved among us, 
that we now have many curious Plants, Fruits, 
and Flowers, not only not known, but never 
even heard o f  in former TimesJ and all in fuch 
Plenty and Perfection, as demonftrate Ireland 
happier than molt other Countries, in regard 
o f  the NecefTaries and even o f  the Delicacies o f  
Life ; to which may be added, the great N um - • 
her o f  our beautiful Lakes, noble Rivers, pure 
1-ountains, limpid Streams, and Health-reftor- 
ing mineral Wells In this Country are bred 
valuable Horfes, for the Draught, Road, and 
Chace ; and for the Courfe, as high-formed 
ones, as in any Part o f  Europe ; and large horned 
Cattle, and Sheep in Abundance.

It mult afford real Satisfaction to confider the 
univerfal and vifible Reformation in the Lives 
and Morals even o f  our common iPeople, clear­
ly evinced in this, that (thank Heaven) fewer 
legal Puniihmentsfucceed an entire Circuit, inour 
happy Days, than did a fingle Affize in former 
Reigns: And, without Queftion, this Reform­
ation muft ftill rife higher, in Proportion to the 
Lenity o f  our worthy i^egiflature, and wile In­
dulgence o f  our landed Men, who muil certain­
ly find it more conducive to the Welfare o f  the 
State, and to their own Strength, Honour, and 
Intereft, to have their Eitates farmed and inha­
bited by a great Number o f  honeft, laborious 
improving Families, than wafted by a few Purfe- 
proud Bui lock-Brokers, who rarely allow the 
wretched Herd of an hundred, as much Ground

I for

* To .all the above Productions o f  Ireland, may be juitly 
added, our ineíliinable Híheries, and plentiful Mines, which, ^  
under due national Encouragement, would raife immense 
Treafures.
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for his own and poor Family’ s Support, as is
equal to that of two Bullocks.

Suppofe a Gentleman was to let two thoufand 
Acres o f arable Ground to farm ; were it not 
demonftrably more conducive to all the forego­
ing M otives,to difpofe ofthefe to twenty honeft, 
induftrious Families, at an hundred Acres each, 
than to any one Beau-Grazier whatever? From 
the twenty Tenures, the Landlord may, in any 
national Shock, raife a confiderable Number o f  
effeftive Hands, and zealous Hearts, foi the 
Service o f  the Crown, or Defence o f  his Coun­
try ; and reap many fignal Advantages to the 
public and private Concernments o f  L ife ,  not 
pofiibly derivable from the anti-focial M onopo­
lizers and Foreftallers o f  Farms ; who ever fond­
ly attribute their Growth to their own Sagacity 
and Clevernefs, without any the leail Gratitude 
or Obligation to the Land-owner. Thefe Sen­
timents, it is hoped, will every Day gain more 
and more Confideration with our wife and bene­
ficent Legiflature, Nobility and Gentry.

Many intelligent Perfons, o f all Ranks, com­
plain much o f  the W ant o f  fome Eftablifhment 
in the W ay o f  a national Bank, to fecure popu­
lar Credit, and the Kingdom from the various 
alarming Shocks it is fo frequently incident to, 
on Account o f  the Failure o f  particular Banks.

T he Nobility and Gentry o f  Ireland, are 
Loyaliits and Patriots by Principle and Educa­
tion : T h ey are brave, without Arrogance -, gay, 
without Levity  ; polite, without Affe&ation ; 
charitable, without Oftentation ; religious, with­
out Formality -, affable, without Meannefs ; 
generous, without View ; and hofpitable, with­
out Refeive: In their Converie, eafy ; in their
Dealings juft ; placable in their Refentments, in 

® their
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their Friendihip Heady:------ They have neither
the volatile Airynefs o f  the Frenchman, the ftated 
Gravity o f  the Spaniard ; the fupicious Jealoufy 
o f  the Italian-, the forbidding Haughtinefs o f 
the German ; the faturnine Gloominefs o f  the 
Flandrican, nor the fordid Parfimony o f  the 
Dutchman : In ihort, they are neither whimfical,
fplenetic, fallen or capricious :---- And, as for
Cunning, Craft, or Dillimulation, thefe are fuch 
forry Guefts as never found Shelter in the gene­
rous Breaft o f  an Irijh Noble or Gentleman ; fo 
that, i f  we confider this Country, with regard 
to its military Fame, conftitutional Wifdom, 
Learning, Arts, Improvements, and natural 
Advantages-, and above all, the benevolent 
Temper, charitable and hofpitable Difpofition 
of its Inhabitants -, it is true, we may find many 
of more popular Buftle and Eclat, more exten- 
five Commerce, greater Opulence and Pomp ; 
but none of more general, folid, and intrinfick 
Worth, than Ireland.

I ihall conclude with the following Propofi- 
tion to any one, who may arrogate to himfelf 
Praife or W it, by ridiculing Ireland.

Si quid Novifii re it ins ijiis----
Candidus imperii ; Si non, his utere mecum.
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T H E

F A R M E R ’ S C A S E

O F  T H E

R O MA N- CA TH OL ICS

O F

I R E L A N D .

In a L e t t e r  from a M e m b e r  o f the 
P r o t e s t a n t  C h u r c h .

D e a r  S i r ,

T h in k  m yfelf indebted to any Oc- 
cafion that reftores you to a Friend, 
whom I feared you had long for­
gotten. But I confefs, at the fame 
Tim e, that the Plealure o f  hearing 

from you, after a Silence o f  fcveral Years, is, 
in fome Meafure, damped by the Cenfure that 
feems to conftitute the chief Intent o f  your 
Letter.

You



You tell me that you lately happened upon 
íbme Papers that were entitled T he F A R M E R ’S 
L E T T E R S ,  & c. which were imputed to me 
as the Author. And, after fome Compliments 
on Spirit, and Genius, and fo forth, in order to 
palliate, as I fuppofe, what you purpofe to ad- 
minifter, you charge me, by Implication, with 
Crimes, whofe fmalleft Tendency I Ihould ab­
hor in myfelf, as in any Man breathing.

You lay, favourably enough for your own 
Difpofition, that you have long looked on the 
Roman-Catholics o f  thefe Kingdoms as a dif- 
countenanced and pitiable People. That you 
would choofe to allow to others the fame L ati­
tude o f  Confcience that you like for yourfelf. 
That it is not a Part o f  Humanity to break a 
Reed already bruifed. That fuch a Treatment 
would be blameable refpeding any Individual ; 
how much more fo, in Prejudice o f  a whole 
People. That thofe Papers are pointed with a 
Keennefs o f  Enmity, for which the Talents, 
which you are pleafed to afcribe, cannot fuffi- 
ciently apologize. And, that you did not think 
me capable o f exafperating Government and 
Power againft a Set o f  Men who were already 
under the Difpleafure and Depreffion of the 
Law.

Thefe, my dear Friend, are home and heavy 
Accusations, however tempered by Expreffions

Kindnefs and AfTe<5bon from the ^Æan whom 
I  fincerely love and refpeft.

But, i f  I know any-thing o f  myfelf, the Qua­
lity, called Ill-nature, is not my Charaóteriftic.
I would not exchange one Grain o f Good-heart 
for all the W it o f  a C- ■ -d or Comprehen- 
iion o f  a P — /2, independent o f  their Virtue. 
And I may fay, with great Truth, that an E x-

cefs
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cefs o f  Humanity hath occafioned all the Mif- 
fortunes and Diftreifes o f  my Life.

I moft folemnly alfure you, that when I wrote 
thofe Letters I was in perfect Love and Charity 
with every Roman Catholic in the Kingdom of 
Ireland. 1 knew that they were a depreifed Peo­
ple I had long pitied them as fuch. I was 
fenfible that the Laws, under which they fut- 
fered, had been enafted by our Anceftors, when 
the Impreffions o f  Hoftility were frefh and 
warm, and when Paflîon, if I may venture to 
fay fo, co-operated, in fome Meafure, with 
Utility and Reafon. I will go a Step further. 
1 thought thofe Law s not fevere enough to fup- 
prel's them as Enemies, nor yet fufiiciently fa­
vourable to attach them to us as Friends. T h ey  
were not fo cruel as, wholly, to ferve for quell­
ing ; and yet they had a Poignancy that might 
tend to provoke. A nd all this I imputed to the 
Refentment that was blended with the Humanity 
o f  our Anceftors. Their Humanity left to Pa- 
pifts a Power o f  hurting, while their Refent­
ment abridged the Inducements that might en­
gage them to ferve us.

Believe me, Sir, I never was o f  a cruel or 
perfecuting Difpofition. 1 was grieved to fee 
the Difcouragements under which the Roman 
Catholics o f  this Kingdom laboured, but thefe 
very Difcouragements made me fear them the 
more.

Previous to the Letters, which you cenfure fo 
warmly, a dangerous Rebellion had broken out 
in Scotland, in confequence o f  a French Invafion, 
that was headed by a Popifh Pretender to the 
Throne. Be pleafed to remember, (if it is not 
too mortifying a Recolleilion for a free-born 
Briton) the Pannic into which all England was

ftruck
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ftruck by a few Scotch VaiTals, undifciplined, and 
una&uated by any Motive o f  Liberty or V ir­
tue, fave the Virtue of being attached to their 
Laird or their Leader. Millions o f  Englijh, at 
that Tim e, funk in the Down o f  a long Peace, 
and enervated by minifterial Corruption and V e ­
nality, feared that a Handful o f  Highlanders 
would win their W ay to London, and, at one 
Stroke, put a Period to the boafted Strength and 
Grandeur of the Britijh Conftitution.

I was ailonilhed at the Apprehenfions that 
England was under from fo contemptible an A r ­
mament. But I deemed the Cafe o f  Ireland to 
be highiy alarming. The Roman-Catholicj, at 
that T im e, outnumbered us Five to One. They 
were difarmed, it is true, but I was not equally 
fure that they had Reafon to be reconciled. A s 
they were not admitted to realize their Fortune, 
it confifted o f  ready Money, and that gave 
ready Power. A s they were not permitted to 
purchafe, or accept a Tenure of any valuable 
Length, Loyalty, perhaps, might induce them 
to fight for their K ing -, but where was the Stake 
to impel them to fight for a Country in which 
they had no Inheritance ? Without an Intereft 
in Lands, they had little to lofe by any Change 
of Eftate. Without a Loan lodged with Govern­
ment, they had the lefs to lofe by a Change of 
Conftitution.

I cannot conceive how Religion, or mere D if­
ference o f Opinion, fhould prove a real Caufe 
o f  Quarrel among Men ; though it often ferves 
as a Word of War, or a Term whereby to give 
Notice for Onfet. On the contrary, I hadob- 
ferved that wherever People are united by In- 
terett, though of a thouf-ind oppofite Se&s, Per-

fuafions
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iuafions and Profeflions, they never Fail to join  
in the Maintenance and Defence o f  common 
Rights.

I, therefore, did not fear the Roman Catho­
lics, as having a different Religion, but as having 
an Inter eft that was different from the Intereft 
o f  Proteflants. W ere they a Compound o f  ail 
the Follies, Abfurdities, and Contradictions that 
ever were generated by Monfter-bearing Super- 
ftition, had their Intereft bound them ro us, I 
ihould not have feared their Fealty.

But this was not the Cafe. T h e  French In- 
vafion o f  Great Britain was headed by a Perfon 
who was, by Birth,. Education, Principle, and 
Intereft, an Enemy to the  Freedom and Rights 
o f  a Conftitution that was eftablifhed on the Dif- 
poiTeilion o f  his Anceftors ; and he was, confe- 
quently, an Enem y to the general Change o f  
Privilege and Property, that enfued on the faid 
Eftabliihment. T h e  faid Change, as we all 
know, was to the Difadvantage o f  Roman Ca­
tholics. H ad the Invader prevailed, a Change 
would again have enfued, in their Favour. 
M en naturally wifh Succefs to an Event from 
whence they propofe Benefit ; and it is as natu­
ral for them to aft conformable to thofe Wiihes.

H ad Roman Catholics been poiTeffed o f  an un- 
reftrained Property, along with the other L i ­
berties, Bleflings, and Enjoyments, which they 
derived, in common with us, from the Efta­
bliihment at the Revolution, no fpiritual or 
temporal Power on Earth could have tempted 
them to permit, much lefs to wiili, a Change 
o f  a Conftitution whofe Equal they could not 
find upon Earth.

But as this was very far from being the Faft,
I feared that Interejl might prove an Incentive

to
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to Deftre ; and Defire equally prove an Incentive 
to Afiion ; and, I am not alhamed to confefs, 
that my Expectations were greatly, though hap­
pily, difappointed, by the Steadinefs o f  their 
peaceful and loyal Demeanour on that trvino- 
Occafion. ' 0

Believe me, my Friend, at the Tim e that I 
wrote thofe Papers, which have given you fo 
much Offence, I looked upon the Papijls o f  this 
Kingdom, by the Patronage o f  France and Spr.iny 
by their Numbers, by their W ea’th, and by 
their Union with each other, to be vaftiy fupe'- 
rior to Irijh Protejlants, in Power ; and my Spirit 
o f  Oppofition rofe, in Proportion to my Idea 
o f  their Ability. But neither then, b-fore, nor 
fince, did I ever mean to excite any Adtion, or 
Intention, againft the W eak, or the Oppreifed, 
the Fallen, or the Afflided.

When Brutus uniheathed the reludant Sword 
o f Freedom againft his Friend, Humanity muft 
iuppofe that his Heart was wrung with Com ­
punction, while his Country enjoined and in>- 
pelled the Blow.

But further, Sir, there is a very wide Diffe­
rence between a Popijh Regency and a Popijb 
People. The whole Intent and Virulence, as 
you call it, of my Papers, is pointed and level­
led againft the One, but not a Syllable uttered, 
from End to End, againft the Other. A  Popijh 
Regency, in Temporals alike as in Spirituals, I 
held to be, by Principle, an arbitrary and op- 
preffive Government -, but I- held a Popijh People
r°L ’rr°^ a'̂  **eoPk> the moft amenable and 
iubmifiive to Rulers, whatever the Form or 
Nature o f  that State may be, under which thev

b‘aPPen to be fubjefted. And, on this 
very Account, I dreaded them the more, ihould

K  they
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they become paffive Inftruments in the Hand of 
a Papal Dictator.

T o  apply a fure T e il  to the Propriety, or Im ­
propriety, o f my Apprehenfions, at the Period 
when I wrote the Farmer's Letters, let us fup- 
pofe that no one o f  the Penal Laws, which 
were inftituted during the Reign o f  her Ma- 
jefty Queen Anne, had yet pafied into Form, 
but that Matters had remained in the fame Situ­
ation, in which the Monarch, o f  humane, as well 
as glorious Memory, had left this unhappy Peo­
ple. W ell, what would have been the Confe- 
quence ? W ould Papijls, in that Cafe, have 
been lefs amenable to the Government, by 
which they had been favoured, fupported, and 
cherifhed ? W ould  they have been the forwarder 
to bring Damage and DeftruCtion on a Coun­
try, becaufe their own Intereft was connected 
therewith, and the Fortunes o f  their Pofterity 
depofited therein ? W ould they have been the 
readier to attempt the Overthrow of our benefi­
cent Conftitution, becaufe they enjoyed the P r i­
vileges and Advantages thereof? NTo, Sir, no. 
T h e  Abfurdity o f  the Suppofition is inclufive o f 
the Anfwer. H ad this been the Cafe, the Far­
mer's Letters would not have exifted to have 
caufed the Renewal o f  our Acquaintance.

I have read and noted many In fiances, in free 
States and Commonwealths, where Liberty, when 
fermented into Licentioufnefs, hath occafioned 
many partial Struggles for Power, many Broils 
and Faftions, and much Difturbance to the 
Community. But very few are the lnitances of 
the InfurreCtion o f  any People, who have not 
been goaded thereto by Severity andOppreilion. 
T h e  inoffenfive Stag grows formidable when at

Bay.
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Bay. The Worm rurneth not, till it receiveth 
a Crulh.

I forget the Book, though I remember the 
PaiTage, where a Prince demanded o f  his fa­
vourite Minilter, what he ihould do with a 
Number o f  the Commons and Nobility, whom 
he had fuppreiTed and taken Captive in the A f t  
of Rebellion ? The Minifter anfwered, Put 
them, and their Adherents, inflantly to Death. N  o, 
replied the Prince, that were an A f t  of fuch 
Bloodlhcd and Barbarity, as neither Fear nor 
Revenge fhall periuade me to perpetrate. Then, 
grant them all free Pardon, rejoined the M ini­
fter. H o w ! laid the Prince, muft Rebellion 
go altogether unpuniihed ? There is no M e ­
dium that can affure your Safety, anlwered the 
Minifter ; you muft either pull this Party wholly 
up by the Root, fo as to leave no Fibre from 
whence future Enmity may grow ; or elfe, you 
muft change that Enmity into Friendihip, by 
binding their Gratitude to your Perfon and In- 
tereft, with the kindlieft o f  all Connections, 
that of your Goodnefs and Favour. A  partial 
Punifhment will be too little for your Safety ; a par­
tial Pardon will not be enough. You muft either 
wholly annihilate their Power, by their Death ; 
or derive Strength to yourfelf, from that Power, 
by their Friendjhip.

By dilarming our Enemies, the utmoft we 
cun hope, is, to render them impotent. The 
Diminution o f  their Power adds nothing to our 
own. Repentance is never fo permanent or fin- 
cere, as when preceded by Pardon ; and Favour 
is, as the polar Attraction, to Inclination. Is 
there a Man whofe Love and Gratirude you 
defire to engage ? Common Senfe will direft 
you to do him a Benefit. Would you bind him

K  2 to
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to your Service with Hoops o f  Steel ? Y o u  
myit make it his Intcreif, as well as his Duty,
to befriend you.

It is, by no means, my Intention to arraign 
either the Wifdom or good Policy o f  our Fore­
fathers. But all Men arê, in fome Degree, 
fallible, as well in the congregate, as in the in­
dividual; and the Shrewd may err as much, 
by over-reaching their Aim , as the Ignorant, 
by falling ihort, or deviating from it.

But, had a hundred Pitts , and a hundred Ce­
cils, compofed the Senate o f  our Anceftors, at 
the Tim e that thofe Penal Laws were enacted ; 
had thofe Laws been ever fo wife and fo ju ft, 
fo wholefome and neceifary, and well fuited to 
the Seafon ; is that a Reafon that they fhould 
continue fo to the End o f  Tim e ? In a W orld  
where nothing is permanent-, where Modes, 
Manners, Principles, and Practice are at a Flux ; 
where Life is uncertain, and all it contains 
changeable; Nature a n d  Reafon will conform to 
Situation and Circumftance -, and where Caufes 
have ceafed, in any Degree, the Conferences 
ought to ceafe in the fame Proportion.

It is not now with Rome as it was in the Days 
when Princes held her Steed, and Emperors 
her Stirrup. T h e  Kings o f  the Earth have, 
pretty clearly, refumed her Ufurpations and 
Acquifitions o f  temporal Dominion. It is not 
now, as it was when Ihe cried Peace ! and it be­
came Peace; or when the Breath o f  her M an­
date kindled the Nations to Battle. Even his 
Holinefs is, now, but a poor limited Prince, pent 
up within his little Italian Demefne. If fome few 
ftill acknowledge to hold o f  his Authority, it 
is a Homage o f  Words, and not of F a ils ;  
they will not acknowledge to hold o f  his Power.
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H e is reftored to the quiet and unenvied Poflef- 
fion o f  all the Lordfhip and Interefl he can ac­
quire in Heaven. But the Sceptre, even o f  his 
fpiritual Dominion upon Earth, is, o f  late, as 
I take it, moil wonderfully ihortened.

Matters are much altered with the ecclefiafti- 
cal W orld, even fince I wrote the Letters that 
have roufed your Spleen. Whether it be through 
a Decline o f  the Romifh Religion, in particular ; 
or, poffibly, through a Decline o f  all Religion, 
in general ; the pontifical andepifcopal Diólator- 
ihip and Authority are wofully fallen, from the 
Chair o f  Infallibility, where they had been feat- 
ed by Opinion. T h e  Sons o f  the moil bigotted 
Anceftors do now perceive, that Piety and Im­
morality are not rightly confident. And even 
the vulgar and ignorant, among the Roman L a i­
ty, would grumble at departing from an Inch 
o f  their Property, though the Prieil Ihould 
advife, and the Pope, himfelf, lhould enjoin 
it.

But, Sir, i f  the Change o f  Times, and Prin­
ciples, Situation, and Circumftances; i f  the 
Change o f every Caufe that produced thofe 
penal Laws, have not availed for a Change o f  
Conferences *, for fome Mitigation or Abatement 
o f  their Rigour, toward thefe my unhappy Bre­
thren, the Roman Catholics o f  Ireland: I f  no 
Argument, I fay, that is taken from Changes, 
may avail for the Purpofe, 1 will take one from 
Permanence and Duration itfelf, that lhall ftrike 
Light and Conviftion to the Eye o f every Be­
holder ; that Power may gainfay, but cannot 
refute ; that Malevolence may difpute, but never 
can anfwer.

About fix Generations have nowpaifed away, 
according to the Rates o f  Purchafe and Eftimate

of
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of the Life o f  Man, fince thefe People have of­
fended in Word or in Deed. N o Riotings have 
been heard in their Houfes, no Complainings 
in their Streets ; they have been filent and harm- 
lefs as Sheep before their Sheerers. Our Parties,
i  aftions, and Infurreótions, as they are merrily 
ftiled in England, have been all among our- 
felves -, this People were neither A6lors nor 
Partakers therein. They have offered themfelves 
to our fleets, and to our Armies ; to tend our 
Perfons, to till our Grounds, to hew our W ood, 
and to draw our Water. Where we admit them 
to fight for us, they have ever proved valiant ; 
where we admit them to ferve us, they are found 
loving, obfervant, and faithful. Temptations 
have come to their Doors and called them forth -, 
the Contagion o f  Rebellion hath broken out 
among their Neighbours ; they have’ yet re­
mained quiet, and continued untainted; ftill 
loyal to their Sovereign, amenable to Govern­
ment, and fubmiffive to Law, through a long 
and trying Succeffion o f  about feventy Years, 
they hare fcarce appeared to repine in the midit
oi their Calamities.

W hen I look back on the querulous and reft- 
lefs Nature o f  Man : When 1 trace the human 
Propenfities through the Records o f  Ages and 
Nations : In all the Hiftories o f  thofe States 
who had leaft Cauie o f  Complaint : Through­
out the Commonwealths o f Afia Minor, the A r­
chipelago the Grecian Continent, Italy, the Iflands 
o f  the Mediterranean, & c. where the R I G H T S  
O F  N A T U R E ,  under Forms o f  various Infti- 
tution, were A S S E R T E D B Y  L I B E R T Y  A N D  
G U A R D E D  B Y  L A W : Where the A S S U ­
R A N C E  O F  P R O P E R T Y  gave molt R E A ­
S O N  F O R  C O N T E N T :  I can find but few

Inftances



Jnftances o f  any People who, through fuch a 
Length of Time, have continued firm and un- 
ihaken, in an uninterrupted Loyalty and Sub- 
iniflion to Government.

What then, do we look for further ? W hat 
Proofs do ye yet require, of Peacefulnefs and 
Attachment at the Hands o f  thefe our Bre­
thren ? Is no Period to be put to their State 
o f  Probation ? Mu it they for ever keep out 
upon Quarantine, without Harbour or Hopes 
o f  Reft or Reconciliation ? That were hard, 
indeed.

I f  it is Revenge that we feek, they have, 
already, fuffered enough, not for their own 
Faults, but for the Holhlity o f their Forefathers. 
I f  we feek our Safety, alone ; let us chace them, 
at once, from Country and Community -, or put 
an End to our domejlic Fears, by giving them 
Caufe to defend us.

Indeed, Sir, neither common Senfe, nor Senic 
o f  any Kind, can poffibly fuppofe, That A£ts 
o f  Kindnefs which have been, from the Begin­
ning of the W orld, the Cement o f  Friendlhip 
to all other People, fliould prove the reverfe to 
ihefe People alone.

Had they been to us, as the Swallow, in A u­
tumn, who forfakes all Connections on the A p ­
proach o f  Inclemency, I fhould never have 
pleaded for any Confidence in them. But a Peo­
ple, who, through a Winter o f  feventy Years 
Continuance, have never failed, or forfaken, or 
given us Caufe o f  Offence, furely merit fome 
Confideration, fome grateful and chearing Ray 
to warm them to a Senfe that Proteflants are not, 
by Choice, of a cruel, unforgiving, and male­
volent Nature.

Laftly,
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So The F A R M E R ’ S C A S E ,  tfc .

Laftly, Sir, as I know you to be a Gentleman 
o f  a communicative Difpoiition, and that you 
were, formerly, fond o f  exhibiting the Senti­
ments o f  fome o f  your i'riends; Ihould you 
impart this Letter to any o f  your popiib A c ­
quaintance, I ^ouot they might be apt to give 
me more "  . anks than I am confcious I deferve. 
It is, t)1 icrore, but commonly honeit, to ad - 
vertife you, and them, that while I write in thj: 
Favour c f  P a p i j l tlie Inrereft o f  Protejiants is 
never out ot my HyC.

When I thought your Favourites moil for­
midable, I íhewcd I did not iear them ; and 
now, that I think them impètfent, let them not 
think I flatter.

W hat I have hitherto hinted ís but a narrow 
opening to the Concerns and Interefts o f an 
unhappy Coantry, whereof I have the Misfor­
tune to be a helplefs, though loving, Member. 
T o  promote the Advantage *of Ireland, in any 
Refpeft, would be, to me, the cardinal Point 
o f  the whole Compafs o f  my Am bition; and 
a fubfequent Letter may ihew how far my Ob- 
fervations relate to the Decline, or Profperity, o f  
my Country, whenever you confer the Pleafure 
o f  an Anfwer on,

Bear S I R ,

Tour truly affectionate, &c .


