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EMOTE as[am from all the Bufinefs
R of the World, the Scenes of Ambition,
: and the Struggles of the Great, I am
not infenfible to the Good or Evil that may befal
my Country, or ungrateful to thofe, who, in Pur-
fuance of their Truft, fhall promote the one, or
prevent the other. In the prefent Crifis of our
~ Country’s Affairs, he muit not only be obicure,
but dead, who can be uninform’d of the Defigns
againft it, or unfollicitous about the Events may
happen. When the Mafk. is taken off, which
has long been kept on, and Projects fct on Foot,
whieh were uniformly diown’d ; when, after
having been long fufpetted, and folemnly dif-
claim’d, they are openly pufh’d on by all the Arts
of Corruption and the Weight of Power, Men
can no longer hope to impofe on our Credulity,
or difguife, by their Words, what their Actions
make evident.

As one of your Conftituents I acquaint you
with my Sentiments, and the Senfe of all thofe
you reprefent, (as far as my Knowledge of them
reaches) both with regard to your pait Behaviour,
and what they expet from you hereafter. We
confider you, of late, in the double Capacity of
4 Setvant to the King, and a Guardian to the
People, which, till very lately, were the fame n
this Kingdom ; and how they became divided
let them anfwer who occafion’d it.  Asa Servant
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to the King, we leave you to your Mafters ; and
as we have made you our Reprefentative, we

require your Conurrence, and moft ftrenuous °
Endeavours to oppofe every Thing that thall be

fpecioufly recommended for the Service of the
King, but is obvioufly deftructive to the Welfare
of your Country. Governors and Minifters may
be as fallible as other Men ; and even a Multitude
of Counfellors may be unacquainted with Safety.
They may, poflibly, refolve on the moft pernici-
ous Meafures, and with the greateft Sincerity
purfue them to our Undoing, unlefs check’d by
that Power which the Conftitution has form’d, as
the laft Refource againft Injury and Oppreflion.

Should you differ in Opinion from any, or all,
the King has intrufted with Power, you muft
purfue your own Judgment, be the Confequence
as it will. If you incur their Difpleafure, itis no
Fault of ours; but a Compliance with their Au-
thority will be a Fault of yours, and an infamous
Breach of the Truft you took upon you.

We have the Happinefs to obferve you have -

hitherto remain’d uninfluenced by Authority, and
uncontroul’d by Power : As you fet out, you have
continued ; and we make no doubt you will per-
fevere to the laft. You have not been content
barely to give your Voice as your Opinion led ;
but, if we are rightly inform’d by numerous Tef-
timonies, have exerted an Induftry equal to your
Abilities, and labour’d for your Country with the
fame Zeal and Diligence that others have ufed to
encreafe their private Fortunes. They, who di-
vide from you, may plead the fame, think they
are right, and make the Good of their Country
the Motive of their A¢tions; but I would afk
them one Queftion, Are they paid for their think-
ing fo? Were they loud in Oppofition, till they
were filenced by Penfions? And then let them
afk one Queftion of you, What do you expect —
I leave the Anfwer to yourfelf; but, in our ordi-
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nary Thinking, you have nothing to expe, and
nothing to fear. |
It is the Artifice of all who are in Favour, or
. expect it, to clamour againft fuch as fufpect a
f Miniftry of any evil Defigns. For two Years paft
‘ we have heard of nothing but the Wickednefs of
A vile Incendiaries, and malignant Oppofers to the
beft of Governors! defperate Wretches! who
~would imbroil the State by infinuating Mifchief,
and alarming the People with pretended Fears!
Have they not told us they have nothing to afk,
and can we poflibly fufpect the Purity of their In-
entions? To whom, inmy Opinion, the An{wer
ould be pertinent, that the Dutch Burgomafter
ave to Lewis XIV. ¢ I know all you can do,
¢ and you know what you intend to do.”
Is it nothing to afk us to alter the Conftitution ?
p make Conceflions that will be eternal Prece-
lents? that we not only affent to Alterations made
br us, and the Urgency of Affairs may render
leceflary once to comply with, but, to compleat
tie Rule, that we begin it ourfelves, and eftablifh
i into Law and Right for ever? Is this no At-
tmpt that ought to put us on our Guard, make
4 deaf to Affurances; and give their Promiles to
3e Wind? '
In a Conftitution like ours, all Concellions muft
fatal, and. every Right that is wunafferted, or
gven up, muftbe, and will be, irrecoverably loft.
“Tae Principles of our Conflitution are not origially
inourfelves, and it never can be mended, by re-
foving to them again. Whatever we a//ow, and
cofent, we fhould be made, in that Condition we
mft remain for ever, without Hope or Poffibility
ofRemedy. We have no Root of our own, and
aréonly grafted on another Stock ; and if left to
‘abile where at firft we took Growth, may live
‘anc flourith ; but will languifh and die, if our
Sitution be changed. ZIreland is now no longer

a Stcor that drains the Moifture from the Parens
Root,
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Root, without Increafe or producing Fruit, but a
thriving Branch if duly cultured, and profitable as
any that the Tree can boaft ; but ftill it is a Branch,
and, if once it withers, will not revive again. & =

England, {prung from a natrve Rot, has, withire
tierfelf, all the Prénciples of her Confliturion, and,
i all the Changes and Injuries fhe has fuffer’d,
return’d to them again, when her Effate grew del-
perate. She rofe like a Phanix, wher the was
thought to be confumed ; and the Expertence of
more than twenty Centuries has fhewn, that nek-
ther foreign Invafions, or domeftick Oppreflion:,
the Knavery of Minifters, or the Tyranny of Prir-
ces, are able to fupprefs that Spirit of Liberty by
which fhe originally was founded, and which has
preferved her to be the laft of all the Kingdoms 1
Europe where any Freedom remains.

One Part of her Liberty, and one only, ha
been granted to Ireland, viz. to give the King
Supplies by a Reprefentative chofen by the People;
for on that depends, and from that follows, evey
other Right and Property we enjoy : If that Rigit
be given up, and We voluntarily diveft ourfelvis
of it, how do we differ from the moft de/potik
State ? or with what Propriety can we be faid o
poffefs any thing ¢ if, inftead of the People gras-
ing to the Kings We acquiefce in the King’s grantug-
to the Peaple, then the People, and their Propery,
are his for ever. They are in the fame Conditpn
with the Subjects of Morocco, and may be legly
converted to the fame Ufes. And, in my /p-
prehenfion, if fuch an Attempt had fucceedecin
this Country, it had been our Happinefs to hve
been born Blacks, and have a Sancho for our 3o~
wernor, to fell us Wholefale to the Indies ; we culd
lofe nothing by Tranfportation, and fhould sain
a better Climate to comfort our Spirits.
~ Whether any fuch Attempt has been mde,
you beft know ; and whether likely to be nade

again, can beft guefs.
- You
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You were one of the firft, I remember, to dif-
cover the deep-laid Defign that was form’d for the
Reduction of the Kingdom ; and, by a well-judged
Oppafition, in a Point which feem’d to moft
People no Way connected with the Publick, foreed
a Difcovery of unripen’d Schemes, and [prung the
Mine before it was ready for Execution.

What a Train of defperate Councils and odiows
Meafures have been purfued for the Space of three
Years, to botch the bungling Mifchief they had
made, and cram down a Dofe that muft work our
Diffolution? Thanks be to Heaven they have
fail’d as yet ; and the Soundnefs of our Conflrtution
has eminently appear’d, and mafter’d the Poilon
they adminifter’d.

A national Strength is never known till try'd;
and the Struggle you have had will convince our
Enemies, that Property, united with Honefly, will
be too ftrong for the venal Eftorts of Poverzy, and
the Influence of exbaufied Corruption.  Corruption
{feems now to have dowe ber wor/ft among us ; €00
weak to proceed, and too barefaced to lie hid.
Expofed, detected, and defeated, fhe can hardly
hope to raife her Head again, or recover Credit
with her moft deveted Friends. Bankrupt, can
{he hope for Credit? and, pennylefs, can fhe give
Security? Will Promifes pals for current Cosit,
when given without Autherity, and received with-
out Confidence ?

Men, at fuch a Jun&ure, muft not only be
without Honefly, but without Semfe, to be made
again the Tools of undone Ambition, and do
the #ork of Iniquity without the Wages of Profti-
tution,

. With what Face thefe Gentlemen can mect
their Conflituents, on another Occafion, muft be
to themfelves ; but one would think it muft
be an aukward Mecting, and with an ill Grace
will they afk for Favours after Confidence abufed,

and Truft betray’d: I
n
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In all Debates have ever happen’d in this King-
dom, till this laft Feriod of defperate Ambition,
there was fome Pretence, or colourable Evafion, -
for Apoftacy and Infidelity; and to fay Truth,
for thirty Years paft, the Occafions were not
equal for defending or plundering with Alacrity.

When the Duke of Grafton came here, as' Lord
Lieutenant, Sir Robsrt W alpole had but juft efta-
blith’d his fole Dominion; and tho’ the Banifh-
ment of Rochefler had convinced his Enemies, that
he had Spirit to undertake, as well as Strength
to execute, whatever he judged would be condu-
cive to his Purpofes : Yet he found an Oppofition
to every Meafure he propofed, and that the even-
eft, and moft firmly conducted, that ever any
Englifb Minifter had to cope with, as it was found-
ed on general and popular Principles, and carry’d
on by Men of fingular Induftry, great Abilities,
and powerful Fortunes,

But his Genius rofe fuperior to every Difficulty
that lay in his Way, and he always carry’d the
Point he had in View, without {pending any
Power, or temporizing with Parties. He was
afraid of no Parties, and defpifed the Refent-
ments of their greateft Leaders. Stairs and Argyle,
the Patrons of a confiderable Body. Cobbam,
B—n, C—r—d, B—d, and C—¢, with the Pro-
teCtors of the whole Body of Diflenters, and a
hundred others, when they would not ply, he
Jaid afide, with as much Eafe, as difcharge his
Coachman. Thus, at Liberty to purfue his own
Dictates, he was neither to be threatened 1nto
Meafures, or faddled with Favourites; or ever
obliged to employ Men be did not like, by Court
Intrigues, or Country Clamour. He was com-
pell'd in one Inftance only, and thatin a Kind of
Under-Plot in the State Drama, to make an At-
tempt in freland, which had been of infinite 11l
Confequence if purfued, but which he dropp’d

when he faw its Tendency; and probably had
never
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never fet it on Foot, if any other Method, than
giving a Patent to #wd, could, at that Time,
have been thought of there, to geta round Sum
at once for a Friend at Court, who loved nothing
belonging to the Brizfb Dominions, but their
Gold and their Operas. His Succeflors in the
Adminiftration have not been fo fortunate, as, for
a fingle Hour, to find themfelves free, either from
fecret Influence, or popular Oppofition : They can
have no Will of their own, becaufe they have no
Power of their own, but what is fhared with many,
and avoid publick Oppofition only by complying
with every private Sollicitation. They muft flatter
their Conftituents, as their Conftituents do their
Eletors, and fhare a precarious Power with any
one who has a Burrough at Command, as much
as he muft bribe and flatter his mercenary Pot-
wallopers. If it be afk’d, what can occafion this
Difference between theirs and Sir Robert 7 alpole’s
Adminiftration, when it 1s a Faét undeniable,
that he built his Power on the fame Foundations,
on popular Venality, and Court Protection? the
Anfwer is, That (fetting afide fuperior T'alents)
he was true to the Conftitution, though he prac-
tifed every Art of Bribery and Corruption. = He
faw no other Way, whien Oppofition was fo ftrong,
to preferve his Power, which he refolved to pofiefs
for Life. But, without facrificing the united Con-
ftitution of Church and State, and being, as Lord
Bacon favs of Cefar, his own Centre, he drew
every Thingtoit; but did not, like the other, to
effect his Purpofe, weaken, much lefs overturn,
the Foundation on which he ftood ; or, what is
next. to overturning, refign the Supports of it.
If he left his Country in a lefs flourithing Condition,
and lefs refpectable Figure i the Efteem of our
Neighbours than might have been expected from a
peaceable and profufe Adminiftration, he left it
the Means of recovering both, when any f{ucceed-

ing Minifter, in more happy Conjunctures, or,
at

N .
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at leaft, more favourable to his own Suppol‘t,

fhould have Ability and Courage to undertake it. -

The Conftitution remained in all Effentials ashe
found it, and, Ibelieve, no Inftance can be given
of his varying once from fundamental Laws,

through all the Inftances of his Mifmanagement.

He knew he was not exerting, but refolved not
to impair, the Strength of the Conftitution.” The
Britifb Oak may be pruned and lopp’d, have her
Branches ftunted, and her Growth fupprefs’d,
may be riven by Blafts, or defaced by Storms; but,
whilft the Root remains untouch’d and found, will,
one Time or other, make a vigorous Shoo?, erect
her Head, and overfpread the Foreft. But this
will never happen, till a Minifter fhall arife, both
with great Abilities, and concurring Advantages,
or from the Security of his own Power at home,
fhall be able to make, inftead of waiting for, a
Crifis. . When this will fall out I fhall not pretend
to guefs, or what might have hinder’d it during
#¥ alpole’s laft Years of Power, or in the Interval
{ince that expired ; but, fure I am, itisnot to be
expefted under any precarious or pufilanimous
Adminiftration which may hereafter arife. Itis
not to be expeted from them if they prove fo
fhort-fighted as to weaken their Hands at home,
in order to ftrengthen them abroad ; if they flatter
one Part of his Majefty’s Dominions at the Ex-
pence of another 5 if they beggar one Part to en-
rich another, and look no farther than the Prox-

< Jmity of the Danger they remove, and neglect a
‘greater, becaufe more diftant.  Sir #illiam Tem-

ple compares the Genius of fuch a Mimiftry to a
feanty Blanket, if you cover your Shoulders you
expofe your Feet; which, though it may be pre-
ferable to being uncover'd above, is ftill uncom-
fortable, and will not fail, if we lie long a-bed,
to bring on painful Cramps, and make us walk
very aukwardly when we rife.

I defire, Sir, I may not be mifunderftood, or
| fuppofed,
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fuppofed, by you, to glance at the prefent Minifs
ters, or refle¢t on any Thing they have hitherto
done. I think, in general, they have done more
than could well be hoped for in many Circum-
ftances we remember them befet with; but 1
argue on fuppofed Events,which we are told muft
foon fall out, but which, Ihope and believe, are
not prefaged on any certain Knowledge of new De-
figns, or that any Thing is defign’d without a free
Deliberation firft had, and the Utility of all Mea-
fures well weigh’d and agreed to. It were anInjury
done our Governors to fuppofe otherwife ; and,
I again repeat, I fuppofe nothing of this, asl
hope you will plainly obferve in the enfuing Part
of this Letter, wherein I beg leave to remind you
of what, perhaps, you knew better than I do, but
did not, in our laft talking together, think ma-
terial to be confider’d.

Whatever then may have been the Reafons, it
is certain that, in all the fucceflive Adminiftrations
we can remember, nothing was ever projected
materially diftrefsful of /—d,or tending tolnnovation
in the Government of it, unlefs where we were
reftrained in certain Articles of Trade, which no
Right to, but Caftom and Indulgence, was ever
pretended, and which manifeftly interfered
with that of England . And altho’ the Miniftry for-
bore many Things they knew would prove bene-
ficial to England as well as Jreland, {uch asletting
us into lower Branches of the Woolen Manu-
fature, traffick from the Plantations in the un-
enumerated Goods, and fundry other Articles,
in compliance with the general, tho’ wrong Appre-
henfion of feveral trading Towns,and Wool-grow-
ing Countries, of England; yetitis but of late that
a Petition from any fingle manufacturing Town,
attended with obvious Advantages to our Enemies,
and noBenefit to more than two or three leading
Tradefmen there, fhould prevail againft the In-
tereft of a whole Kingdom, and a lang continued

B 2 and
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and encouraged Induftry. I defire, Sir, if you
can, you will give me a better Reafon for it than
this, (viz.) that a Burrough-Intereft, and not
a national Intereft, has brought it to pafs.
Burroughs make it aPoint with their Reprefenta-
tives, the Reprefentatives with their Friends, and
2llin a body with the Minifter, who, I am afraid,
cannot help complying, without impairing his
Strength, and lofing Friends at a Pinch ; and the
Example being fet, other Reprefentatives have a
Call, in their Turn, on the Friends they have o-
bliged, to humour their Conftituents, and get
them a Market for their Wares. +Thus, Sir, it
will, probably, go round, ’till a Minifter be
proud enough to refufe, as well as too proud to afk.
But tho’ this feems to mea clear Account of
fome Things tranfacted on t'other Side, I think it
would be impoffible to account, on any other
Principles than thofe of Caprice, or Corruption,
for any Innovation in the Forms of Government
here, or any Attempt to take Power out of the
accuftomed Channel.. Things have gone on in
the fame Track ever fince we can remember.
When the Duke of Grafton came here, he afk’d
nothing but the ordinary Supplies, recommended
little more than a Care of the Linen Manufacture,
and the Speaker of the H—e of C—s carry’d every
thing quietly, and to general Satisfaction. Lord
t,1t 1s well known, was made Lord Lieu-
tenant, with no other View but to get him out of
his Office, where, it feems, he was not agreeable to
the Minifter ; and tho’ the A&ivity of his Genius,
and his Difpofition to Levity, made him affeét In-
trigue, and put on a Face of Myftery and Bufinefs,
yet it foon appear’d to be but a Copy of his Coun-
tenance, and that he had nothing in charge more
than what was ufual : And to fpeak T'ruth, Jreland,
at that Time, was hardly worth undoing, and
forced to run in Debt to maintain her Lifts, which
may be an Apology for that Nobleman’s Condutft(i
an
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and Indemnify him in the Opinion of his Friends,
who might otherwife be inclined to think meanly
of his Parts, as one who did not know what be-
long’d to his Bufinefs, or deferve the great Cha-
raéter he had acquired, tho’ very unjuftly, ofdo-
ing well for himfelf.

His Excellency.. however, let Things run on
in the ufual Channel, and the Feint he made of
fubftituting the Chancellor and Primate in the
Room of the Speaker, and adminiftring his Go-
vernment by them, turn’d out to be no more than
a Piece of State Waggery, and feem’d only de-
fign'd to teftify the Contempt in which he had
both them and the Kingdom.

His Succeflor, it is certain, gave no Offence,
or any Caufe of Sufpicion in the firft Years of his
Adminiftration ; and the Attempt made to get
granted fome Revenue for Twenty-one Years,
was not of his promoting ; nor was it rightly un-
derftood without Doors, where it was generally
thought to include all the Revenue granted to his
Majefty, and raifed a groundics Clamour of a
Defign to lay Parliaments afide for th¢ T'erm 1n-
tended. -His G—’s prefent Adminiftration need
not be mention’d. To write a Panegyrick on it,
would be like praifing one to his Face; and to
fay any thing fhort of the Teftimony his M—y

has borne and zeflify’d of his G—’s Conduct in

every high Station he has occupy’d, were Pre-
fumption ip any private Perfon (however refpect-
able,) much more in a Plebeian; and, in effect,

were to contradict the united Senfe of all, whom

his M=y has thought fit to honour with his Con-
fidence, and truft with bis Commands.

Our late Vicegerent may alfo be pafs’d by for
Reafons, tho’ not fo cogent, yet, in fome De-

grce, refpeable, as he not only carry’d with him

the Approbation of the People whom he govern’d,
but was remember’d with Honour when he quit-
ted Power, and his M—y’s Choice moft gratefully

acknowledged
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_acknowledged by thofe, from whom only his
M—y expected a Reprefentation to be made. = |
fhall, therefore, only fay of his Excellency, that
he attempted no Change in the Plan of Power
deliver’d down to him.

His immediate Predeceffor (for I obferve no
Order of Succeflion in this Letscr) came to us at
a Juncture when Innovations might be dangerous,
and when great Abilities might be thought necef-
fary to keep his Ground, and acquit himfelf with
Safety to the State, and Credit to himfelf. He
did both ; and tho’ I am far from doubting the
Integrity and Candor, Penetration and Judgment
of that beloved Nobleman, yet I muft have leave
to fay, that his Lot was not unfortunate, when
he fell on troubled Times, or his Government the
lefs likely to be eafy, that the People were uneafy
and alarm’d, and juftly apprehenfive of Dangers.
He had a Certainty of finding an unanimous Con-
currence with him in Parliament in every Point
that concern’d the Publick Weal, and a particular
Attention to it then, from fix’d Principles of Loy-
alty, as well as occafional Confiderations of Dan-
ger: And for any Attempts out of Parliament,
they depended on Succefles elfewhere, which his
well-timed Courtefy to the Papifts, and the benign
Sentiments he exprefled towards them, had but
little influenced one Way or other, if Occafion
had ferved to their Expectation.  But tho his Ex-
cellency made no Changes in the ufual Courfe of
the Adminiftration, he {ufficiently fhew’d his At-
tention to Men, without much Confideration of
their Fitnefs for any Office, or any Employment
to which he deftin’d them; and, in quieter
Times, had probably given farther Proofs of that
gentle Difpofition of Mind, and Eafinefs of Tem-
per, as well as Manners, which ever guided him,
in his moft important Tranfaétions, to prefer thofe
‘who could divert him, before fuch as could ferve

either himfelf or the Publick,
I have
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[ have pafs’d by the D—e of D——e, as the
leaft has been faid of his Adminiftration of any
we have known ; tho’ this muft be faid by all,
that an honefter Gentleman never appear’d in fo
high a Station, or one more refolved to act in pub-
lick, without any Confiderations of private Fa-
your. As he came into Power unwillingly, he
teftify’d, by his Conduct, that he had neither

~promifed, or would be perfuaded, to concur in

any Jobs, that might be recommended to him
here or ellewhere.

After this View of the Courfe which has been
fteer’d by fo many of our Governors, in fuch dif-
ferent Situations, I believe, Sir, you will think it
pretty natural to enquire, what can be the Motives
that fhould induce any fucceeding Governor to
fhape another Courfe, which we are told (but, I
hope, without Authority,) is intended. Is it on
publick or private Confiderations, that Power
muft be diverted from a Channel where it ran
{moothly on for many Years paft ¢ Has the pub-
lick Welfare declined, or his Majefty’s Revenue
been leflen’d,under the ufual Adminiftration here?
No fuch Thing. The Kingdom has profper’d,
in a few Years, beyond Expectation, and beyond
Example. Has his Majefty’s hereditary Revenue,
and which may be call’d his Privy Purfe, been
{traitened, or his Aflignments on it refufed? On
the contrary, itis much greater by the Increafe of
Inhabitants, and, confequently, of Hearth-money ;
and all Over-drawings are chearfully comply’d
with. Has our Profperity been a Detriment to
our Mother-Country ? Impoflible ; as we go on
different Trade, and our Wealth is pour’d into
her as faft as the will receive it.

It feems then, however ridiculous in the-Sup-
pofition, that Motives, altogether per/onal and
private, muft be the leading Caufes of the ftrange
Refolutions we hear of ; but where to fix them is
difficult : It can hardly be intended to gratify a

you ng
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young Gentleman here, only to fhew his Friends
how well he can become every Station, from the
loweft to the bigheft : It cannot be defign’d to -
humour another young Gentleman, only to gratify
his Parents with the Plealure of feeing . him in a
venerable Drefs. It cannot be defign’d to make
a Fortune for a third young Gentleman, who, un-
happily being a younger Brother, muft be made
equal to his elder in Point of Fortune.  Much
lefs can I imagine that any Defign is on Foot to
make the C——s of /——4d {o dependent on the
Government, as to take the Law from the Coun-
cil-board, as 1sidly fuggefted ; becaufe this De-
pendency can no Way be fecured but by cne of
their own Body, whofe Regards for this Country
they muft be well affured of : And without fuch
an one, it has already been found, no Bufinefs
there can be done, or proceed with Satisfaction
both to King and People ; and fuch a Man will
not anfwer other Purpofes of the Scheme. :
But tho’ the Secret is not eafily found out, and
the Defign, as well as Motives may be hid among
the Arcana Imperit 5 yet the mighty Preparations
that are openly making, the infinite Induftry, Ar-
tifice, and Intereft employ’d to fecure Friends,
and intimidate, by Authority, thofe they cannot
gain, plainly difcovers a Defign, in fome Perfons,
of compafiing fomething they are {ufficiently
aware will be difagrecable to the People. Ihave
feen, Sir,; in another Kingdom, an Attack on
Power, where the Scene was to be fhifted ; and
tho’ the Stage was larger, and-the Plot more
interefting, yet the Actors, tho’ more numerous,
were not bufier, or more attentive to their Parts,
than ours are. The leaft curious muft obferve
this ; and to want Curiofity, at fuch a Time, is
to want Senfe, or to want Honefty : In the firft
Cafe we are the Dupes, and in the fecond the
Tools of Ambution,
Shall we, Sir, be amufed, intimidated, or
banter’d,
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banter’d, by the Favourites of Favourites, by the
Dependents or Expettants of Men in Power, to be-
lieve, that nothing is meant by all this Stir, but
the national true Intereft and Glory, as fome of
thefe fubaltern Schemers abfurdly phrafe it? We
have nothing to do with Glory, the Glory of Eug-
land is ours, which we have a Right to (hare in,
as we principally promote it; and enjoy more
fincerely than even Brizfh Subjects the Succefles
of our great and glorious Monarch. e

If, laying afide Glory, thefe Gentlemen would
prove, that the joint Interefts of England and Ire-
Jand are intended by the Meafures they are pur-
fuing, we might think more favourably of their
Intentions, than we are difpofed to at prefent,
whatever be . our Opinion of -the Meafures. The
laft they may fay ; and, plaufibly, it is not prudent
to difclofe prematurely, but it is both prudent and
neceflary, for their Scheme, to fhew the Poflibility
of bettering this Country by any Change in the
Forms of Adminiftration, that they will ferve more
to enrich the Subjeét; and, at the fame Time,
enlarge his Majefty’s Power of rewarding the Merit
of his Servants. That a Change 1s intended, at
leaft; by fome here, they will not have the Front
to deny; and if they fhould, every Declaration
they make, and every Step they take, fufficiently
evinces the Defign. Every Promife to {ooth, and
Menace to terrify, muft leave on the Mind a deep
Senfe of premeditated Malice, and the hopelefs
Condition of their defperate Enterprize.

They fay, in Cafe of Oppofition, England will
cramp our Irade, and withdraw the valuable Ir-
dulgences and Favours they have heap’d upen
us, &e. Jiown, Sir, it does not feem poffible to
me, that we can provide for our civil apd military
Lifts, if we are farther reftrain’d in the main Ar-
ticles of our Commerce. The overplus Revenues,
which have beén growing for a few Years, are

plainly owing to the Encreale of our Wealth during
C the
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the War, and the prodigious Imports we. made in
every Article of Luxury, when we could find no"
other Employment but to {quander away what we
had gdined by fo unexpected a Chance. It is na-.
tural for all poor Countries, (as well as poor Per-
fons) to judge, like young Gamefters, that every
Spurt of Succefs they meet, will prove a fettled
Irheritance ; and, in this fanguine Hope, fquan-
der more in a Week, than, with proper ‘OEco-
nomy and Frugality, might be a fufficient Fund
for Induftry to work on the Remainder of their
Lives. Nothing therefore can be fairly concluded
from this Menace.

It is further urged, that {uch an Oppofitior
will cut off every Zri/bman from any Hope of Pre-
ferment to Places of Truft and Eminence. For
my own Part, or rather, according to my own
Senfe, I anfwer, Let them faddle us with as many
Englifb as they pleafe, provided they have fome
Regard to the Quality as well as Quantity they are
pleafed to import ; though, I confefs, I fhould be
better pleafed to fee fome of their curious Imports
m every Station re-fhipp’d, fuch as, Coxcomb
Fadges, who know in Law, nor Text, nor Margent ;
Tradefmen Bifbops, who come to improve us in
Frugality and Book-keeping, calculating Expences
by wife Maxims, and Peafant Obfervations.

But of all the Infinuations which they daily
throw out to amufe fome Men and intimidate
others, the tweakeft, and the leaft founded on
Reafon and Experience, feems to me to make the
ftrcngeft Impreflion. Are we not, fay they, in
the Power of England ? fhall we offend them by
an ill-timed Oppofition? fhall we provoke them,
by refufing Demands, to exert their Power, make
Laws without our Confent, and perhaps lay afide
all Parliaments in Zreland ? Pray, in fuch a Cale,
what can we do, or how can we refift ?

We neither can, or intend to do any Thing,

and none but Foeols or Madmen can ever think of
Refiftance :
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Refiftance : But happy is it, and happy has it been
for the Liberty of /reland, ‘that they who love us
leaft, have always been, and always will be, the”
Prote@ors of our Liberty, till they have loft their
own ; and, whatever Steps any Miniftry has taken
to c{tabllfh or even enlarge, a difcretionary Power
among us, have been {o foft and gradual, asto be
almoft 1mperceptible, to ‘give no Alarm to tlie
Jealouly of England, or the Apprehenfions of the
people there for their own Safety; or elfe when
their Defigns of governing s without Law have
been vifible and avowed, they have never failed
to end in the Ruin of the Projectors here, over-
turn the Miniftry, and even fhake the Throne.
In how many Inftances has this been verify’'d in
the Courfe of one Century, from the Times of
Strafford to Tyrconnel, to pafs by other lefs diftin-
guifhed Events ?

The Manner of conniving at, or encouraging
an arbitrary Power in Ire/and, was fo well under-
ftood in King William's Reign, that there was
hardly a anrter Seflion held in any Part of Eng-
land, but the Chairman took Notice of it in his
Charge to the Inqueft. T could produce enough
to make a Volume, 'but will only mention to this
Purpofe, the Charge of Lord Delamer, afterwards
Earl of Warrington, at the Seftions of Warrington,
1689, when he was Member in Parliament for
Cbefbire, and”is printed under the Title of, Ob/ir-
vations on the" Prince of Orange's Declaration. His
Words are ‘thefe. ¢ He 'that would fet up ar-
¢ bitrary Power in England, muft firft try his
¢ Hand upon /reland, it having been obferved,
“¢ that whatever arbierary Thing has been done in
A England it has firft been practifed in /Jreland ;
“¢ fo that whenever Things go irregularly in 7re-
¢ land, England cannot think berfelf fofe; for there
.15 nothmg more certain in human Affairs, than
¢ that, when a King mifapplies his Power in one
* Kingdom, it is not for Want of Inclination,

_ C 2 e L‘_lr
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< but Means and Opportunity, ‘that he does not
¢ {o in all other Places of his Dominion ; as, for
« Example, if a King keepone of bis Kingdoms
<« awithout Parliaments;; he would do fo in another,
¢« if not compelled by Neceflity to do otherwife.”
—And again. ¢ The Irregularities of Adminil-
< tration in Zrelafid-will fooner or later affect Eng-
¢ Jand.” ‘Thus far,, and much farther, proceeds
this good Patriot, and brave Stickler for the Liber-
ties of England, againtt the arbitrary Meafures of
two popifh and tyrannick Princes. . .

This, Sir, with your own Refleftions on the
Nature of the Conftitution, as well as'the Temper
and Difpofition of the People of England, will be
enough to convince 'you, that thefe Gentlemen only
threaten us with a Power they will not be permitted
-to exert, and which no King of England ever yet
exerted, without raifing the Jealoufy of his Subjeéts
at home, and which, -in " two Inftances, proved fa-
tal to two Kings; and for which one-Lieutenant
loft his Head, and another went into Exile with
‘the unhappy Prince; whom he, and other evil
Counfellors, had confpired to throw headlong from
his Throne. « , 1/, 3 .

It is pleafant to-obferve the Grimace of fome.
and the fagacious Fears of others when-thefe Sub-
jeis are talked of -—— they fhould be forry the Lord
Licutenant were oppofed in doing the King’s Bu-
finefs—featal to Zr¢land to give Offence—God knows
what they will do if provoked——Ilet-us keep well
with  England——with -4 String of other Sayings
equally Senfelefs, or ‘calculated to deceive. Pray
does the Britfh Houfe of Commons. comply with
all. the King’s Demands? Don’t they every Day
debate and oppofe the: Meafures he propofes ? and
fhall it be Difaffection in the Commons of Ireland
o oppofe the Defigns of his Vice-Roy ?

W hatever fhall -be the Fate of the Sp r and
his Friends, he has fhew'd the World an Inftance
of Roman Spirjt, not equall’d in the Hiftory eith;,rzqf'

this
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this or our Parent Country; nor were the Circum-
ftances of any Minifler in either, fo glorious to
bimfelf, or fo fhameful to his Opponents. In all
popular Oppofitions we read of, and in every
Stand made againft any Minifter from the Earl of
Kent, to the Fall of Walpole, (Mortimer only ex-
cepted) it was a Struggle of the People againft
the real or fuppofed Encroachments of the Crown.
It was Privilege againft Prerogative, and publick
Property againft privare Right. But, in his Cafe
(as fingular as the Virtues that diftinguith him)
it is a Struggle of the People to add Power to the
Crown, to enlarge Prerogative, and break every
Fence againft /27// and Pleafisre, when ever we are
fo unhappy as to have a Prince on the Throne lefs

ood and gracious than the prefent.  He is not
defending either the People againft the Crown, ar
the Crown againft the People, (for thank God, in
this Joyal Country the laft is needlefs) but he has
fpent his Life, foregone all Hopes of #ealth and
Titles, Reward to himfelf, or ‘Grandeur to his Fa-
mily, todefend and protect fome infatuated People
againft themfelves. A People mot worth undeing
till he made them what they are, by convincing
every Governor of his Time, that any Endeavours
to fupprels their growrng Fortunes, if attempted,
fhould not fucceed, or find the leaft Concurrence
either 1n Aim, or his Friends.

- From a late Auempt we may judge and forefee
what we aré toexpect when that Power fhall be re-
moved, which ‘has hitherto withftood a/f Attempts
to makes us! furrender up ourfelves, and difclaim
all Right and Property in our nberitance ; to ac-
knowledge.ourfelves but Poffe/fors in Truft, and in-
debted to our Owners for the Money we earn, and
the Bread'we eat.

How long we fhall be orberwife, depends folely

on ourfelves. Weak as we are, we have it ftill
in our Power to preferve our Righis and Liberty

entire ; and happy is it for us, that they, thO
ove
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Yove us leaft, will protect us in them till they have
loft their own, and not {uffer any ambitious Minifter
to take one arbitrary Step to our Undoing. But
if a People will confpire againft themfelves, and
legally make over their Property to another, there
1s no Remedy againft their own 48 and Deed.
They are Fels de /¢, and Goods and Chattles muft
be forfeited of Courfe. If they will mfe the fame
Induftry to ruin themfelves, that all other Nations
have done for Prefervation, they'may," probably, -
fucceed, and enjoy the Happinefs of having un-
done their Country. They may have the fame
Pleafure on fecing a Great Man fall, that Children
have on being fet free from the Power that con-
troul’d them, at the fame Time it preferved them,
and reftrain’d their Follies whilft it fecured their
Happinefs. : -

A little Time will thew, whether Madnefs or
Reafon fhall prevail, and whether the - Endeavours
of the Needy and Profligate fhall be able to reduce
to a State of Wretchednefs and abjet Depen-
dence, a People juft emerging from Poverty to
Wealth, and from Contempt to Veneration ; or
whether the righteous Guardians of their Property,
and every Thing valuable, to whom they have
entrufted themfelves and their Pofterity, fhall be
able to refift the: Zorrent of Corruption has been
breaking in upon them, and referve their Country
for better Times and a happier Fate. "

But whatever be the Event, one Thing is fure,
that they and their Delcendants, who fhall betray
their ‘Truft, will be mark’d with Infamy to the
lateft Generation.  Their Numbers will not prote&
them from prefent Deteftation, or their unhappy
Yamilies from everlafting Abhorrence.

And that they who have been faithful, and par-
ticularly they, who have rifR’d their Fortunes to ferve
their Country, and exerted their fuperior Abilities
and Floquence to influence a defperate and felf~-devoted
Reprefentative, fhall draw upon themfelves, anc;

entai
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entail on their Families the Efteern and Love of all
good Men, and the lafting Bleflings of the People.
And that our great Parriot and Proteffor {hall be
had in. Remembrance whilft Virtue and Integrity
fhall remain among Men, or the Contftitution laft,
he has o nobly defended. Stand, or fall, his Me-
rit 1s the fame, and his Felicity will be either Way
fecure ; be may fay with Brutus, Sifecuta fuerit que
debet fortuna, Gaudebimus omnes, fin minus, Ego ta-
men gaudebo. And whether 7oy or Grief is doom’d
for his Country, his good Name will abound. And
(as the beft of Writers * {peaks of the beft Gover-
nor of Britain, whom he remarkably refembles in
the Plainnefs of his Manners, the Modefty of
his Pretenfions and the Firmnefs of his Mind.)
¢ Whatever we have loved in B—e, whatever we
¢ have admired, {till continues, and will continue
“ in the Memories of Men, the Fame of Deeds,
“ and the Annals of Time; many will die inglo-
¢ rious, and be bury’d in Oblivion, but B—e
¢ fhall furvive, be deliver'd down to Pofterity,
¢ and commemorated in After-Ages.”

* Tacirus in the Life of AGRICOLA,

N LN J &
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