
A  N

A C C O U N T
O F  T H E

R E V E N U E

A N D

N A T I O N A L  D E B T

O  F

I R E L A N D .





A C C O U N T

N A T I O N A L  D E B T

I R E L A N D .

Som e O b s e r v a t i o n s  on th e late B I L L  
for Paying o f f  the N a t i o n a l  D e b t .

A  S P E E C H  to the Parliament of H E N R Y  
Lord Vifcount S I D N E Y ,  L ord  Lieutenant 
in the Year 1692, as alio an Order of Coun
cil, and feveral Refolutions o f the Houfe o f 
Commons, extra&ed from their Journals, 
parallel to the prefent Juncture o f Affairs in 
that Kingdom . .

^  L O N D O N :
Printed for H. C a r p e n t e r , in Fleet Sired. 1754.

O F  T H E

R E V E N
A N D

W I T H

In which is contained,

( Price O n e  S h illin g  )





( fii )

R È

T O  T H E
° V

A D E Rà

IT  well becomes the D ignity of Govern
ment to deipife the R evilings o f a difap- 
pointed Party, and to fet at N aught the 

W ritings o f thole who invent and propagate 
Stories, in order to give iome Colour to the 
Attem pts o f their Patrons, for obtaining that 
Afcendency in the State, which they atpire at* 
But there are fome Things, in which it will be 
always proper for the Friends o f a good G o 
vernment to take Pains, to reflify the Notions 
ot a mifinformed and deluded People.

T he W riter o f the following Paper, how
ever unequal he be to the T a ik , has, with 
dutiful Loyalty to the beft o f Kings, with the 
higheft Refpeft for his Grace, who doth with
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ío much Candour and Benignity, reprefent his 
M ajefty’s moft facred Perfon in this K ingdom , 
and with the fincereft Affedtion for his Coun
try, undertaken fome Part o f this W o rk .

T he Quotations from the Journals o f  the 
H oufe o f  Commons, and the Abftra& s from 
the Public Accounts, with the Obfervations on 
fome oi: them, may, perhaps, appear fomewhat 
tedious j but they have been thought ufeful, if  
not neceflary to the givin g  a true State o f the 
main Queftion.

Tf the W riter o f this Paper hath as fully fuc- 
ceeded, as he has fairly, and with Candour, at
tempted to fet thefe Matters in a true L ig h t be
fore his Countrym en, he doth not grudge the 
Pains he has taken on this Occafion.
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O B S E R V A T I O N S
Relative to the L ate

B I L L, &c.

I
N  order to fet the M atter now intended to 
be obferved upon, in a full L ig h t, it may 
not be improper to give a fummary State 
o f the Hereditary Revenue, and additional 

unappropriated Duties ; as alfo o f the O iigin  
and Increafe o f the Debt o f  this Nation, and 
of the Means whereby it was in Part paid off, 
and how the Refidue was intended to be dif- 
charged, by the late Bill. A nd as, in dating 
Matters, preparatory to the Queftion on that 
Bill, it will be thought proper to quote fome 
Parts o f our Parliamentary H iftory, which ex- 
pofe the feeble Condition o f  our Conflitution, 
Endeavours will be ufed to point out the pru
dent Maxims o f P olicy, eftablifhed by the true 
Friends o f Ireland, loon after the late happy 

I L  i  Revolution, and which have ever fince been
fteadily

.  . . .  *  . . . ^



( 6 ) ,, 
fteadily purfusd, to the great Benefit o f  tljjif
K ingdom , by a M ajority at leaft o f  the H oufe
o f  Com m ons, until this Seflion o f  Parliament,
which will fhew the miftaken Notions o f thoie
who proceed upon different Principles.

T h e  hereditary Revenue o f  Ireland is ac
counted for under the following Heads ; and 
the grofs Produce o f  them was, at a M edium 
for twelve Years ended at Lady-Bay 17 4 1, 
3^ 2,755/. a Year, and at a M edium , for the 
twelve Years ended at Lad'-D ay 1J53,  they 
produced 4 4 3 ,0 7 31, a Year.

Cuftom s Inwards, îb y  14  and 15 Car. II.
Cuftom s Outwards, S Cap. 9.

Imported Excifé, J by 14  and 15 Car. II.
Inland E xcife, JCap. 8.

A le  and Beer Licences,{  ^ ‘ 4 ^ d  1 5 C ar.II.

W ine and S tro n g -î by 17  and 18 Car. II. 
W ater Licences, iC a p . 19.

Crown-Rents, are 
Rents referved to 
the Crown on 
Grants, Charters, 
fcfi.

Compofition-



Compofîtion-Rents 
confift o f  Rents 
accepted by the 
Crown, in lieu of 
Services,&V.— re- 
ferved on lèverai 
antient Tenures. 
A n d  where the 
Crown has reduced 
Q uit-R ents, thefe 
reduced Rents are 
commonly called 
Compofition- 
Rents,

C 7 )

f b y  14 and 15 Car. II.
H earth - M oney,-Î Cap. 17. and 17  and 18

L Car. II. Cap. 18.

J?ines, Seizures and 1 arife from the Revenue 
Forfeitures, \L a w s and Forfeitures.

jprizage on W ines. A n  antient D uty to the
Crown, but it was 
granted to the H oufe 
of Ormond, and is now 
rented by the Crown 
at 40C0/. a Year, clear 
of Fees, altho’ it doth

ymL *  r  • n0t y ieId much'
Light- H oule Duties. By Prefcription, for the

Maintenance o f  L ig h t 
Houfes, and is at the 
Rate of Four-pence 
per T on  on foreign 
Ships.

Caiual
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Cafual Revenues, conflits o f  Fines in Courts

o f L a w , Amerciaments^ 
Treafure-trove, & c.

T h u s we fee that feveral Branches o f the He^ 
reditary Revenue, are Parts o f  the antient In
heritance o f  the Crown. A n d  it appears in the 
Journals of the H oufe o f Commons, that not 
one o f  the Aóts o f  Parliament, whereby the o- 
ther Branches are granted, or confirmed to the 
Crow n for ever, took its R ife in the H oufe o f  
Com m ons. T h ey  were every one o f them 
framed in the Council here, lent to England, 
from thence tranfmitted into Ireland, under the 
G reat Seal o f  England, according to Poyning’s 
L aw , received, and paffed by the Com m ons, 
without any M urm uring, much lefs Com plaint, 
o f  Encroachm ent on their R ig h t or Privilege.

T h e  Crown having by thefe L aw s, obtained 
a Revenue, fufficient to anfwer the Expences o f 
the State, the Parliament was diffolved on the 
7th D ay o f  Augujl 1666, and no other Parlia
ment was called during the remaining Part o f 
the R eign  o f  K in g  Charles the Second.

It is not neceflary to our prefent Subjeft, to 
point out the Diftrefles brought upon this Coun
try, the Oppreffions o f  its Inhabitants, the N e-

- gleet o f encouraging Induitry, A rts, and S ci
ences am ong them, even the M ifmanagement 
o f  the Public Revenue, which attended the 
W an t o f  Parliaments. E very  Peifon acquaint
ed with the H iitory o f thole T im es, muft be 
convinced,,that Ireland was in a m oit wretched

Condition
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Condition for want o f  a Parliament. That this 
was the Senfe of the Nation, appears from the 
following Refolution, reported on the 19th o f 
September 1695, from the Committee o f  the 
whole Houfe, for taking into Confideratiora the 
State o f the Nation, and which was agreed to 
by the Houfe neinine contra die ente,

“  Rcfolvcd, that it is the Opinion o f  this 
“  Committee, that the long IncermiiTion o f 
“  Parliaments in this Kingdom , has been one 
“  principal Caule o f the many Grievances this 
“  Nation has hitherto lain under/3

It was therefore with the greateil Joy ima
ginable, that the Friends of Ireland faw this 
Country reitored to the Blefling o f  having a 
free Parliament called, foon after the happy 
Revolution, by King V/illiam (their great D e
liverer) and Queen Mary.

This Parliament met on the 5th D ay o f  
Oftober 1692. Henry L ord  Vifcount Sidney, 
being then Lord Lieutenant o f  Ireland, and 
Sir Richard Levinge, their Majefties Soliicitor 
General, was choien Speaker of the H oufe o f 
Commons.

It may be prefumed, that many Perfons re
turned as Members o f  the Houfe o f  Commons, 
fo foon after the Rebellion, were not very well 
afteóted to the Englijh and Proteftant Intereft ot 
Ireland. It is certain, that two Members were 
expelled for their noted Delinquency herein.

£  Oq



O n  the 1 2d Day o f October 1692, Copies of 
tw o Bills tranfmitted under the Great Seal o f 
England, were delivered to the H oufe o f  C o m 
mons, by Order o f  the L o rd  Lieutenant.

One Bill whereof was entitled, “  A n  A f t  
“  for an Additional D u ty o f E xcife  upon 
“  Beer, A le , and other L iquors.”

T h e  other Bill was entitled, “  A n  A£t for 
“  granting to their Majefties certain Duties for 
“  one Y e a r.”

W  hich Bills were received, and ordered to 
lie on the T able.

t

On the 27th D ay o f  October 1692, the fo l
low ing Refolutions are entered in the Journals 
o f  the H oufe o f Commons.

“  R efolved, that it was and is,.the undoubt- 
“  ed R igh t o f  the Commons of Ireland in P a r-  
“  liament affembled, to prepare and refolve 
“  the W ays and Means o f raifing M oney.

“  R efoived, that it was and is, the foie and 
“  undoubted R ig h t o f i^e Com m ons to pre- 
“  pare H eads o f Bills for raifing M oney.

“  Refolved, that notwkhftanding the afore- 
“  laid R ights o f the Commons, this H oufe 
“  doth think fit, upon Confideration o f  the 
“  prefent Exigency o f Affairs, and the public 
“  N eceiîity o t fpeedily raifing a Supply tor 
M their M aieities to order a B ill, tranlmit-

« ted
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ted out o f England, entitled, A n  A f t  for 

cc an additional D uty o f  Excife upon Beer, 
“  A le , and other Liquors, be now read. 
“  Whereupon the faid Bill was read the firil 
“  Tim e, and ordered a fécond Reading T o - 
“  morrow M orning at ten o f the Clock.

“  Refolved, nem. con. T h at the receiving or 
cc reading o f  the faid Bill, fo tranfmitted as 
14 aforefaid, be not drawn into Precedent here- 
“  after/* Í • »

On the 28th D ay o f  Oftoler 1692, “  A  M o- 
“  tion being made, and the Queftion being 
“  put, that a Bill now on the Table, entitled, 
“  A n  A f t  for granting to their Majefties cer- 
“  tain Duties for one Year, m ight be read, it 
u paffed in the Negative.

“  Refolved, that the faid Bill be rejefted by 
<c this Houfe.

“  Refolved, that it be entered in the Journal 
“  o f this H oule, that the Reafon why the faid 
<c Bill was rejefted, is, that the fame had not 
“  its Rife in this H oufe.”

The EilJ, entitled, A n  A f t  for an additional 
Duty o f  Excife upon Beer, A le , and other L i 
quors, was this D ay read a fécond T im e, and 
ordered to be engrofled. A n d  on the 29th o f  
October it was read the third T im e, and pafied 
nem. con.

O n the 3d D ay o f  November 1692, the L ord  
Lieutenant gave the R oyal AfTent to the faid

B 2 Bill,



B ill, and his Speech to both H oufes o f P ar
liam ent is as followeth.

“  M y  L ords  and G e n t l ï m e n ,

“  Upon the opening o f this Seffion, I did 
<£ acquaint you with the M otives which in- 
“  duced their Majefties to call this Parliament, 

which were no other, than what entirely re- 
garded a happy Settlement o f this Kingdom , 

“  upon fuch Foundations, as m ight not only 
“  fecure the Peace, but bring you into a prol- 
“  perous and flouriihing Condition.

“  I am forty I cannot fay, there hatli been 
£‘ fuch a Progrefs made by you Gentlemen of 
“  the Houfe o f Commons, towards thefe Ends, 
“  as their M ajefties had juft Reafons to ex- 
“  peft -, and I am the more troubled, that 
“  you, who had fo many, and fo great O bli- 
cc gâtions to be loyal, and dutifully affected to 
“  their Majefties, ihould fo far miftake your- 
“  felves, as to intrench upon their Majefties 
“  Prerogative, and the R ights o f the Crown 
“  o f  England, as you did on the 27th of QEio- 
“  her laft, when, by a declaratory Vote, you 
“  affirmed, that it is the foie and undoubted 
“  R ig h t o f  the Commons of Ireland, to pre- 
“  pare Heads o f Bills for raifmg Money ; and 
“  alfo again, on the 28th o f  the fame M onth, 
“  when you rejeéted a Biii fent over in the 
“  ufual Form , entitled, A n  A6t for granting 
“  to their Majefties certain Duties for one 
“  Y ear, you voted, that it Ihould be entered 
“  in vour journals ; that the Reafon why the

“  faid
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“  faid Bill was reje&ed, was, that the fame had 
“  not its Rife in your Houfe.

“  Thefe Votes o f  yours being contrary to 
“  the Statutes o f  the Tenth o f  Henry the Se- 
“  venth, and the T hird  and Fourth o f Philip  
“  and Mary, and the continued Practice ever 
“  íince ; I find m yfelf obliged to aiTert their 
“  Majefties Prerogative and the Rights of the 
“  Crown o f England in thefe Particulars, in 
“  fuch a Manner, as may be moft public and 
“  permanent : A nd therefore I do here, in full 
“  Parliament, make my public Proteft againft 
“  thofe Votes, and the Entries o f them in the 
“  Journal o f  the Houfe o f Commons, which 
“  Proteft I require the Clerk o f  this H oufe to 
“  read, and afterwards to enter it in the Jour- 
“  nals o f this H oufe, that it may remain, as a 
“  Vindication o f their Majefties Prerogative, 
“  and the R igh t o f the Crown o f England, in

thefe Particulars, to future A g e s .”

A fter which his Excellency the L o rd  L ieu 
tenant delivered the Proteftation to the Lord  
Chancellor, who delivered it to the Clerk o f  
the Houfe, and he read it, and the fame is en
tered in the Journal of the H oufe o f Lords.

Then the Parliament was prorogued to the 
6th o f  A pril: and notwithftanding" the L ord  
Lieutenant had, by his M eiîage, delivered to 
the Houfe o f  Commons on the 2 2d o f  OSiober 
(when he fent Copies of the faid Bills to the 
Houfe) declared that their Majefties intended, 
ihat the Parliament ihould meet again fomc 
time the next Spring, yet it never afterwards 
met, but was on the 5th D ay o f  September 
1693, diiTolved. The
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T h e  next Parliament met on the 27th D ay

.of Auguft 1695, Henry L o rd  Capell, being then 
L o rd  Deputy o f Ireland, and Robert Rochfort, 
E fq ; his M ajefty’s Attorney General, was cho- 
fen Speaker o f the H oufe o f  Commons.

T h e  L o rd  D ep u ty, in his Speech to both 
Houfes, on the 29th o f  Auguft, declared, 
“  T h a t for raifing fome Part o f the Supplies 
“  neceiTary for the Difcharge o f  the Debts due 
“  from  the Crown, his M ajefty had fent to the 
“  Com m ons, a Bill for an additional D uty o f 
“  E xcife, and that he expected from them, 
“  that they would confider o f  W ays and Means 
“  for raifing filch other Sums as are neceilary 
“  for his Service.”

T h is  B ill was received and read, the firft 
T im e, on the 2d D ay o f  September, and it was 
read a fécond T im e on the 4th, and it was the 
fame D ay  committed, and ordered, on the R e 
port, nem. con. to be engroiièd. W h ich  being 
done, it was on the 6th D ay read a third T im e 
and paiïed by the Com m ons, and lent to the 
Lords, and on the 7th D ay the R oyal Aflent 
was given to it. A n d  all this was done before 
the Committee o f  Supply was clofed, for the 
Supply was not voted, until the 9th D ay o f  
Sett ember,- fo defirous was this H oufe o f C om 
mons; “  to apply them/elves”  according to what 
they had promifed in their Addrefs to the L o rd  
D eputy, “  to what Jhould be agreeable to his 
“  Majefty’s Expefiation, and for the Service of 
“  the Public,”  and fo careful were they to 
avoid any Imputation o f intrenching upon his

M ajefty’s



M ajefty’s Prerogative, and the Rights o f the 
Crown of Eng!and.

M any other Inilances may be quoted from 
the Journals o f  this Seilion (which continued 
by feveral Adjournments, from the 27th D ay 
o f  Augujl 1695, when it was opened by the 
Lord "Deputy Capell, to the 3d D ay o f  December 
1697, when it was prorogued by the Lords Ju- 

ftices, the Marquis o f Wincbefter, and the Earl 
o f Galway) to prove this moderate and prudent 
Behaviour o f this Houfe o f Commons.

Votes for continuing o f  Duties. Refolutions 
o f the Committee o f W ays and Means for im- 
pofing new Duties, when agreed to by the 
H oule, were ordered to be laid before the L ord  
Deputy, with the humble Dcfire o f the H oufe, 
that they m ight be drawn up in Form , and 
tranfmitted into England. So that it evidently 
appears, that the M ethod now praftifed o f 
drawing up and fettling Heads o f Money Bills, 
before they are fent to the C h ief Governor, was 
not praftifed by the H oufe o f  Commons in the 
Year 1695. A n d  that H oufe was fo fenfible 
o f  the Benefits received during the Adm iniftra- 
tion o f  the L o rd  Capell, that in their Addrcfe 
to his M ajefty they exprcfled themlelves thus.

“  W e muft ever acknowledge the great Bé- 
u nefits we do. and our Poilerity ihall, receive

by thefe ineilimable L aw s, given us by your 
“  Majefty in this Seffion o f Parliament, held 
“  under your M ajefty’s Deputy, and our ex- 
“  cellent Governor, the L o rd  CapelU whereby

“  net
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“  not only our Religion and legal Rights are 
“  confirmed to us, but this Kingdom  o f Ire- 
“  land is firmly fecured to the imperial Crown 
“  o f  England

It was by a Behaviour o f  this Kind, in cheer
fully granting M oney to anfwer the Exigencies 
o f  the State, that this Parliament prudently ac
quired and cherifhed the Favour and P rotec
tion o f  their Prince. H ow ever, it muft not be 
forgotten, that there were, even then, fome 
Members o f  the H oufe o f  Commons who did 
not relifh the g iv in g  to the C hief Governor, a 
T eftim ony o f their grateful Acknowledgem ents, 
for his prudent Adm iniftration -, for we find, 
that when the above-mentioned Addrefs was re
ported to the H oufe, a Queftion was put, that 
the W ords, held under your Majefty’s Deputy, 
arid our excellent Governor the Lord Capell, do 
Hand Part o f  the Addrefs ; but it was carried 
in the Affirm ative, for there was not at that 
T im e an Intereft formed in the H oule o f  C om 
mons, by Connexions, & c. for private V iew s, 
fufficient to weigh down the true Intereft o f this 
Kingdom , which was, is, and ever w ill be, to 
cultivate the Favour and Proteftion o f  the 
Crow n, by fupporting its R ights and Preroga
tives, and by treating its Vicegerents with G ra
titude and Decency at leaft.

T h e  next Sefllon o f  Parliament began on the 
27th D ay o f September 1658, under the fame 
Lords Juftices.

T h e  H oufe o f  Commons continued in the
fame moderate and prudent Difpofitions they

were
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were in laft Seifion. T h e y  purfued the fame 
Methods in granting M oney. T h eir Refolu- 
tions were carried to the Lords Juftices, with 
the humble Defire o f  the Houfe, that their E x 
cellencies would be pleafed to order that the 
fame ihould be put into Form , and tranfmitted 
into England according to Poyning*s Law . A n d , 
it is obfervable, that all the Refolutions in this 
Seilions for railing M oney, were defired to be 
put into Form , and tranfmitted into England, 
according to Poyning*s Law , which ihews how 
much this Houfe o f Commons had the A f t  o f 
the ioth  o f K ing Henry the V llth  (mentioned 
in L ord  Sydneys Proteft) in their Thoughts.

There is alfo an Inftance during this Sefilon 
o f  Parliament, ot a M oney Bill tranfmitted 
from England, that was received by the H oule 
ot Commons and palled, altho’ it had not its 
Rife in that Houfe.

T h e next Parliament was called in the fécond 
Year of the Reign o f Queen Anne, and met on 
the 2 id  Day ot September 1703, the D uke o f  
Ormond being L ord  Lieutenant-, and Allan 
Brodrick, Efq; her Majefty’s Sollicitor General, 
whs chofen Speaker o f the Houfe o f  Commons. 
T h e following remarkable Paragraphs are in 
their Addrefs to her Majefty.

“  W e cannot, but with the deepeft Con- 
“  cern, take Notice to your M ajefty, that our 

Enemies have, by many groundless and 
malicious Calumnies, mifreprefented us (the 

“  lad and fevere Effects whereof we too fen-
C  « fibly



fibly feel) and efpecially, as i f  we thought 
“  ourfelves, or deiired to be, independent of 
“  the Crown of England.

“  In Duty therefore to your M ajeily, and 
“  to vindicate ourfelves from fuch foul and 
“  unworthy Afperfions, we here declare and 
ce acknowledge, that the Kingdom o f Ireland 
“  is annexed and united to the Imperial Crown 
“  of bmgland -, and by the Laws and Statutes 
«  of this Kingdom, is declared to be juftly and 
“  and rightfully depending upon, and belong- 
“  ins, and for ever united to the fame j and 
4i that it never entered into our Thoughts to 
“  wiih the contrary -, the Happinefs o f this 
“  Kingdom entirely depending on a fteady 
“  Duty paid to the Crown of England, and a 
“  good Correfpondence with your Majefty’s 
“  Subjefts o f that Kingdom .”

T h e Behaviour o f this Houfe o f Commons 
was agreeable to their Sentiments expreifed in 
this Addrefs.

On the i il o f Oiïober a Bill, entitled, “  A n 
“  A ft  for an addition Duty o f Excife upon

Beer, A le, and other Liquors,”  was received 
and read, and afterwards paffed in a Law. 
And it is worthy o f Obfervation, that not only 
then, but in the firit SeiTion o f every new Par
liament fince that Tim e, even in this now 
fitting, a Money Bill tranfmitted from England 
was received and pailed into a Law , without 
any Objedlion to it by the Commons, for its 
hot having taken its R:fe in their Houie. So

careful
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careful has the Reprefentative o f  the Natici> 
been, ever fince the Year 1692, to avoid pre
tending to the R igh t which the Houfe o f 
Commons in that Year ailèrted they had, of 
having all Money-Bills take their Rife in their 
Hotife. A nd, it is not altogether foreign to 
our Subjedt to obferve, that-the Benefits which 
this Nation has obtained, and daily receives, 
by having Parliaments frequently held in this 
Kingdom , have been, and are o f too ineftima- 
ble a Value, to permit any true Friend o f  this 
Country to think that they have been purchafed 
at too dear a Rate, by the fmall additional 
Taxes levied on the People.

It fully appears by the foregoing Abftracts 
From the Journals, that the l'ole R igh t claimed 
by the H oule o f  Commons in the Year 1692, 
o f  preparing Heads o f  Bills for raifing M oney, 
was not only protefted againft, as an Intrench- 
ment on their Majefties Prerogative, and the 
Rights o f  the Crown o f  England, and as being 
contrary to the Statutes o f the 10th K in g  Henry 
V II. and the 3d and 4th o f  K in g Philip  and 
Queen Mary, and the continued Practice to 
that T im e, but that all fucceeding Parliaments 
have behaved themfelves in a manner diredtly 
contrary to this Claim.

T h e maintaining a {landing A rm y in Ireland 
ynce the R evolution; the building of Barracks 
for the Eafe o f the Country and Reception o f  
the Army -, the fupporting o f thofe Barracks. 
The Increafe o f  the C ivil L ift, and feveral 

Cther Exigencies o f the State, having exceeded
c  2 thç
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the Produce o f the hereditary Revenue o f  the 
Crow n, it became neceffary to have frequent 
Parliaments in this Kingdom , in order to ob
tain A ids by additional Duties, w hich are ge
nerally granted for two Years, and therefore 
the Parliament affembles every iecond Y ear. 
A n d  it has always been thought prudent, by 
the true Friends o f Ireland, not to be over- 
fparing o f the Grants made by Parliament tor 
the Encouragement o f T rad e and Induftry, 
and for the Improvement o f the Country -, nor 
to look with fo grudging an E ye on the In- 
creafe o f  the M ilitary Eftabliihm ent, C iv il 
L ift , and other Expences o f  the State, iince 
they all contributed to make it neceifary to call 
frequent Parliaments, which, perhaps, a m o.e 
prudent CEconom y, and, a more careful A t 
tention to the Improvement o f  the H ereditary 
Revenue would have rendered unneceiTary for 
the Service o f the Crown.

A ccounts are flated in every Sefiion, o f  the 
Expences o f the Government, and o f  the Pro
duce o f the Revenue, as well Hereditary as 
Tem porary or Additional. A n d  M r. Buvgh, 
the then Accountant-General, having in the 
Y ear 1 709, laid the public Accounts before the 
H oufe o f  Com m ons, in a M ethod which ap
peared to the Committee o f Accounts to be 
plain, juft, and regular, and to their Satisfac
tion : T h e fame M ethod has been ever fince 
purfúed, with very little Variation, altho’ it 
is believed that fome further Alterations, which 
are very prooer, m ight be made in the M ethod 
eftakliihed by. M r. Burgh.

( 20 )
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It \Vere to be wifhed that thefe Accounts had 
been all publilhed in the printed Journals o f the 
H oufe o f Commons, but none o f  them are in 
thofe Journals before the Seffion held in theYear 
1731 ; and this is not the only material Omif- 
fion in that very expenfive W ork.

The Produce o f  the feveral additional Funck 
granted by Parliament, was fo fufficient to an- 
fwer the Debts of the Crown, and the Expences 
o f the State, that the Debt due o f the Nation at 
Michaelmas 17 15 , was only about 16,000/. 
But the unnatural Rebellion at that T im e in 
Great Britain, animating the noted Zeal o f the 
Commons o f Ireland for the illuftrious Houfe o f 
Hanover, they on the 28th D ay o f  January, 
1 7 1 5, pafled a Vote o f Credit, to enable his 
M ajefty to put the Kingdom  into a Pofture o f 
Defence againft the Invafion it was then threat
ened with ; upon whichVote o f Credit the Sum 
o f  50,000 /. was raifed, and this was the O rigin 
o f the national Debt o f  Ireland.

T h e Debt o f the Nation at Midfummer 1 7 1 7 , 
was 91,537 I- 1 7 i d. including therein 
the 50,000 I. raifed on the Vote o f Credit pafièd 
in the laft Seffion o f Parliament, and in the 
A f t  paiîëd this Seffion o f Parliament, whereby 
the additional Duties were continued to the 25th 
Day o f  December 1719 , there are Çlaufes for 
fecuring the Repayment o f  the faid 50,000 I. 
with Intereft.

T h e Debt due o f  the Nation at Lady-day 
1729, was increafed to 220,730 I. 15 s. %d. i ,

J  o f
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o f  which 200,0001, was converted into a Loan 
and for paying Intereft for the fame at the Rate 
o f  61. per Cent, per Ann. and towards the Dif- 
charge o f  the faid principal Sum, the following 
Duties were granted, to continue from the 25th 
D ay o f December 1J29,  to the 25th D ay o f  
December 1 7 3 1 .

s. d.
F or every T u n  o f  Portugal W ine >

imported -------. j  13 4
F or every T u n  o f all other Sorts > 

o f  W ine imported —  j 4 °  o
F or every Gallon o f  Spirits im- 7

ported ------- 5 00 4
F or every Pound W eight o f S ilkT  

Manufactures, except o f Great I 
Britain, China, Perfia or the Ç02 ^
Eafi-Indies, imported J

O f  all Salaries, Em ploym ents, Fees, or Pen- 
fions o f  Abfentees, four Shillings in the 
Pound.

A n d  by another A ft ,  the old additional D u 
ties were granted to his M ajefty from the 25th 
D ay o f  December 1729, to the 25th Day o f De~
c ember 17 3 1 .

T h e  Duties which are diftinguifhed in the 
late public Accounts, under the T itle  o f old 
additional Duties, are on,

Tobacco imported, 3 d .\  per Pound W eight, 
W ine imported, 4/. per T u n .
Spirits imported, 8 d. per Gallon.
M uilin imported, 6 d. per Yard,

E a jt'
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Eaft-India Goods, Silks, 1 s. 6d. per Yard.
UnftatutableYarn, one Half-penny per Pound 

W eight.
Molofics, 20 s. per Hundred W eight.
Cambrick, 3 d. per Yard.
Inland Excife, on A le 2 s. on the Barrel, 

containing 32 Gallons.
On Small-Beer, 4  d. per Barrel.
On Strong Waters, 4 d. per Gallon.

A nd there is granted to his M ajefty, as a 
further A id , the Fees of Six-pence a Pound, 
payable to the Vice-Treafurers, out o f  the ad
ditional Duties.

The grofs Produce o f the old additional, un
appropriated Dutifis, without including the S ix
pence a Pound payable to the Vice-Treafurers, 
was, ar a M edium for twelve Years, ended at 
Lady-Day 17 4 1, 130,393 /. a Year, and, at a 
Medium for the twelve Years ended at Lady- 
D ty *753’ they produced 149,865/. a Year, 
and this, with many Deduétions thereout, for 
Parliamentary Grants, & c. is all the Nation 
pays for having the Benefit o f frequent Parlia
ments.

The Debt due at Lady-day 17 3 1 , was, includ
ing the 200,000 /. Loan 335,466 /. y s. 4 d. 
T h e old additional Duties were continued to the 
25th o f December 1733, and the Loan was in- 
creafed to 300,000 /. and towards Payment 
thereof, with Intereft, at the Rate o f 5 per 
Cent, per Ann. the followingDuties were granted 
for two Years from the 25th D ay o f 'December
Î 73Ï*/ .. T*»
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t. s. d.

F o r every T un o f W ine o f the 7 
Growth o f Portugal imported J 1 13 

For every T u n  o f  all other Sorts o f  7
W ine imported ------  5 á

For every Pound W eigh t o f SilkT
Manufadtures, except o f Great- I ^
Britain, China, Perfidy or the f °  
Eajî-Indies imported j

For every Pound W eigh t o f H ops imported, 
half a Penny.

F or all China, japaned or laquered W are 5 ■per 
Cent, o f the Value.

A n d  o f  all Salaries, Fees, Penfions, and E m 
ployments o f Ablentes, 4  Shillings in the 
Pound.

A s  there is very little Material to our Pur- 
pofe, to be obferved on the State o f the Debt 
o f  the N ation, from this T im e to the Year 
1 7 4 1, we ihall pafs over the intermediate Years.

T h e  D ebt o f the Nation at Lady-day 17 4 1 , 
is reported by the Committee o f Accounts to 
have ftood thus :

D u e on the Loan after all"] /. s. d. 
Dedudtions, on the A pp lica
tion o f  the Surplus o f  the 
L o an  Duties towards P a y - >218758 9 9^
ment o f the Principal ; as di
rected by the Adts o f Par- J
iiament ------- —  J

A n d  exclufive of the Loan 1178 50  17 21-

T otal Debt o f  the Nation 
at Lady-Day 1741

6 i i £
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It appears by the Report from the Com 

mittee o f Accounts in this SeJTion o f  Parlia
ment, that there were Savings to the Nation ill 
the two Years ended at Lcidy-day 17 4 1, v iz.

I. s. d.
On the M ilitary Eftablilhment 178130 ix  04.
On the C ivil L ift  ------  1202 1 2

In all 179332 12 2~

W hich was a very great Eafe to the Nation.

The old Additional Duties were granted to 
his Majefty by one A d: paiTed in this Seflion, to 
continue to the 25th o f  "December 1743. A nd 
the Loan Duties were, by another A ft ,  conti
nued for' the lame Term . A nd by die laft m o 
tioned 4 -ftj ^ is direfted, that Intereft upon 
125,000/. Part o f  the Sum which fhall remain 
unpaid of the Loan on the 25th o f  December 
1 74 1, fhall be reduced to an Intereft o f 4 per Ct. 
and to continue the Remainder o f the Loan at the 
Rate o f 5 per Cent, till paid. A nd alfo to pay 
an Intereft at the Rate o f 4 per Cent, for the 
Sum o f 125,000/. to fuch Perlons as fhall ad
vance the fame, in order, it is fuppofed, to pay 
off the Arrear due on the Eftablifhments. A n d  
to apply the Surplus o f  the Loan Duties, after 
Payment o f  Intereft, in the firft place, to dif- 
charge the Principal o f the Sum which is to 
remain at an Intereft o f  5 per Cent.

T h e Debt o f the Nation at Lady day 1 743^ 
ftood thus :
L .  D  T h e
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T h e  L oan , including the"| /. s. d.
£ . 125000 borrowed in !
Purfuance o f die laftm en- V327590 iB Ii-£
tioned A f t  o f Parliament, I
amounted to —  -1
A n d  exclufive o f  the L oan  3849 13 6^

T o ta l D ebt o f the Nation î  c ,
at Lçây-day Í 743 {331440 12 6 ,-

It appears by the Report from the Com m it
tee o f A ccounts this Seifion o f  Parliament, that 
the Savings to the Nation, in the two Years, 
ended at Lady-day 174 3 , were,

I t  S t  d m

On the M ilitary Eftablifhm ent 1 1 1 3 7 4  11 84- 
O n the C iv il L ift  ——  —  2 18 7  15 7^

■ '■ 1 .■ 1 ■ ■ *
In all 1 13562 7 4

W hich  was a great Eafe to this Nation.

T h e  L oan  Duties were, by  one A f t  o f  P ar
liament, continued to the 25th o f  December 
1 745. A n d  the old additional Duties were, 
by another A£t, granted to his M ajefty for the 
fame T erm .

T h e  D ebt o f  the N ation at Lady-day, 174 5 , 
ftood thus :

O n the Loan Duties there ) g ^
was reported due — —  S

But



But the Report fays, that 
the Hereditary Revenue, and 
the Produce o f the addi
tional Duties, exceeded the 
Payments made purfuant to 
A f t  o f  Parliament and K ing s
Letters, the C ivil L ift and 7 19 47 
M ilitary Eftabliihment, the 
Exceedings on theConcorda- 
tum , M ilitary Contingen
cies, Barracks, Prizage,Boun- 
ty  to the Linen Manufacture, »
& c. by the Sum o f J

( 27 )

4  3-?

W hich being deduced from"! . 
the Debt due on the Loan, L 25S /517 10 6^
leaves the Debt ot the N a- Í 
tion at Lady-day 1745, to be J

But it appears, that the Nation paid Intereft 

For 335,000 /.

It alfo appears by the Report from the C om 
mittee o f Accounts this Seflion o f Parliament, 
that the Savings to the Nation, in the wo
Years ended at Lady-day x 745» werf> ,

I. s, (*•
On the M ilitary Eftabliihment 7 *4 3 2 IO|
On the C ivil L ift  ------- *5 5 * 18 ° ° *

In all 73984  6 1 1

W hich was a further Eafe to the Nation.

T h e



T h e  old additional Duties were, by one A f t  
o f  Parliament palled in this SeiTion, granted to 
his M ajefty for two Years from the 25th D av 
of December 1745, and the Loan Duties were, 
by another A ft ,  continued for the fame T erm , 
and the Loan D uty on W ine was raifed to 40.?’ 
for every T u n  of Portugal WÍne, and to 4/. for 
every I un ol all other W ine to be imported.

A n d  by the laft mentioned A f t  it is direfted, 
that Interefl: fhall be paid, upon a further Sum 
of M oney not exceeding 70,00.0/. to be. bor
rowed for providing A rm s for the U fe o f  the 
M ilitia  o f  this Kingdom , and for erefting a 
Battery, or Batteries, for the Security o f  the 
H arbour o f  Cork. -

, It: maY be here obferved, that it was fome- 
what extraordinary, .that an additional L o a n  
m ould be made o f  70,000/. at this T im e , when 
10 large a Sum  o f  M o n ey  as 71,947/. w as al
lowed to be due to the Nation (abftrafted from  
the former Loans) after anftvermg'all the D e 
mands on account o f  the Eftablilhipents, and' 
ad other Charges whatfoever to the 25 th o t  '  
M arch 1 745, and that it is well known that 
a confiderable A rre a r  is conllantly due on thefe 
Articles. '

T h e Debt p f the Nation at L.ady-day 1 7 Ay,
ilo o d th u s : ' '  J  / 4 / ’

T’’* S* (I,
Due on all the Loans 33198 7 8 1

From
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From which d educing a"|
Sum o f Money remaining in 
Credit to the Nation atter an- !  ̂ g g 2
fwermg all Demands on the f  
Eftablfihments, i f c .  as be- . 
fore mentioned J

( 29 )

The Debt due o f the N a- î  j 8 „
tion at Lady-day 174 7 , was i 0

It appears by the Report from the C o m 
mittee o f Accounts this Seffion ot Parliament, 
that the Savings to the Nation in the two Years 
ended at Lady-day 1747» were>

I. s. d. 
O n  the M ilitary Eftabliihment 30385 11 2'-
O n  the C ivil L ift  ------  929 12 6'r

In all 3 I 3 I5 3 9

W hich was a yet further Eafe to the Nation.

T h e  Loan Duties were, by one A f t  o f  P ar
liament, continued to the 25th D ay o f  Decem
ber 1 749, and the additional Duties were, by 
another A ft ,  granted to his M ajefty for the 
fame Term .

T h e  Debt o f the Nation at Lady-day 1749» 
ftood thus :

/. s. d.
Due on the Loans, as b y i  

the Report from the C o m -?  383321 18 o  
mitce o f Accounts ^

From
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From which deducing a')

Sum o f Money reported to | 
remain in Credit to the Na- i 
tion, after anfwering all De- 178203 .19 0 
mands on the Eftabliih- ' 
ments, & c. as before men
tioned, amounting to

T h e Debt o f the Nation 7 „ ,
zt Lady-day 1749 ------  { 2 0 5 1 1 7 , 8  6

And yet the Nation paid Intereft, at this 
Tim e, for at leaft the Sum o f 385,000/. And 
at Lady-day 1749 the Balance in the Hands o f 
the Vice-Treaiurers was £. 220999 3 I0i

A nd the Balances in the'J 
Colledtors Hands, and .the j 
Arrears on the Hereditary >136455 3 io*
Revenue, and the old addi- I 
tional Duties, were J

M aking in the whole, in }
Caih, and in the Courfe of >357454 7 9
fpeedy Payment, the Sum of J

It appears by the Report from the Com 
mittee of Accounts this Seffion o f Parliament, 
that the Savings to the Nation in the two Years 
ended at Lady-day 1749, were,

/. s. d.
Qn the Military Eftablilhment 55,858 13 8̂ - 
On the Civil L ift ------  3,202 00 3Î-

In all 59,060 14 o
The



T h e  old additional Duties were, by one A ft  
pafíed in  this Seffion, granted to his Majefty 
for two Years, from the 25th D ay o f December 
1749, and the Loan Duties were by another 
A f t  continued for the fame Term .

There are Claufes in the laft mentioned A f t  
for paying out o f the M oney in his M ajefty’s 
Treafury the Sum o f 70,000/. remaining due 
o f  the old Loan, at 5 per Cent. Intereft, and 
58,500/. Part of the new Loan, at 4 /. per Cent. 
Intereft.

Wherefore there is the following Paragraph 
in this A f t ,  by way o f Preamble to the enaft- 
ing Claufes, for paying oft' thofe two Sums of 
M oney.

“  A n d  whereas, on the 25th D ay of March 
“  laft, a confiderable Balance remained in the 
« Hands of the Vice-Treafurers, or Receivers- 
« General o f this Kingdom , or their Deputy 
“  or Deputies, unapplied, and it will be for 
“  your M ajefty’s Service, and for the Eafe o f  
“  your faithful Subjefts of this Kingdom , that 
“  fo much thereof as can be conveniently fpared, 
“  ihould be paid, agreeably to your Majefty's 
“  mofi gracious Intentions, in difcharge o f Part 
“  o f the aforefaid National Debts : W e pray 
“  it may be enafted.”

W e do not find in the Journals, after what 
Manner his Majejly’s mcjl gracious Intentions were 
fignified to the Houfe o f Commons. But, it 
muft be prefumed, that they were iome W ay

made
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made known to, at leaft, fome o f the leading 
Perfons in that Aflem bly, or thofe Expreifions 
would not have been inferted in the A f t  o f Par
liament. It may be well remembered, that, 
when his M ajeity’ s Attorney-General moved 
the Houfe, for this Application o f  Part o f the 
Money in the Treafury, towards difcharging 
the Debt of theNation, the M otion was received 
as a fingular Inftance o f his M ajefty’s Attention 
to the Eafe and Happinefs of his faithful Subjects, 
who, at that T im e, had it frefh in their M e
mory, that the great Redundancy o f M oney in 
the Treafury, was occafioned by the large Sav
ings on the M ilitary Eftabliihm ent, and C ivil 
L ift. And it is fubmitted to the Judgment o f  
every impartial Reader, whether thofe W ords, 
agreeably to his Majefly’s moft gracious Intentions 
do not fully imply his M ajefty’s previous Con- 
fenty obtained.

T h e  nextSefTion o f  Parliament was opened on 
the 8th D ay o f  October 1 751, by a Speech made 
by the L ord  Lieutenant, his Grace the D uke o f  
Dorfet, to both H oufes, and we find, in the 
Part thereof addreiTed to the Houfe o f C om 
mons, the following Paragraph :

“  I am commanded by the K in g  to acquaint 
“  you, that his M ajefty, ever attentive to the 
“  F.afe and Happinefs o f  his Subjefts, w illgra- 
“  cioujly confent, and recommends it to you, 
“  tliat fuch a Part o f  the M oney now remain- 
“  ing in his Treafury, as fhall be thought con- 
cc filtent with the Public Service, be applied 
“  towards the further Reduótion Of the N a- 
<c tional D ebt.”

T h e
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T h e  National Account at Lady-day 175 1, is 
thus ftated by the Committee o f Accounts.

"  \  J *  ( 33 )'

There remained in Credit to the Nation, after 
paying off the 128,^00/. mentioned in t!ie A vt 
palTed in the lait Seffion o f Parliament, and 
after anfwering all Demands on the EfU biiik- 
ments, and all the other Expences 
and Exigencies ot the State, /. s. d. 
the Sum o f ------  253,044 17 S»

From  which deducting"! 
the Sum o f M oney reported (_  ̂ g J
to be due on the Loan at ( “ J ’ 1
Lady-day 1751 ---------- J

There remained in C red it! 
to the Nation, befides having ( «.
a fufficient Sum of Money f  “ ’37 
to difcharge all the Loans J

It appears by the Report from the Committee 
of Accounts, this Sefllon of Parliament, that 
the Savings to the Nation, in the two Years 
ended at Lady-day 1751» were,

/. s. d.
On the M ilitary Eftabliihment 7,827 8 0^
On the .ift ----------  4>4J9 2 5t

It is to be obferved, that the Balance in the 
Treafury at Lady-day 1 7 5 1 ,

In all 12,246 10 6

was, by the Deputy Receiver- /. 
General’s Account, ------  248,

/. s. d.
248,366 17 4 1-

E A nd
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o  o

So that the whole SurrO 
o f M oney in the Treafury, I 
and under the Command o f  j 
the Vice-Treafurers, or their >352,266 18 6 
D eputy, and in a Courfe Í 
o f  ipeedy Payment was not j 
lefs than -------  J

A n d  yet the Nation paid Intereft on T w o  
Hundred and Forty-tw o Thoufand F ive H u n 
dred Pounds, due on the Loans from Lady-day 
1 75 X, until fome Part thereof was difchargcd 
by the Surplus Produce o f the L oan  D uties, 
and 120,000 /. was paid, by applying fo much 
o f the M oney remaining in his M ajefty’s T rea- 
fury, purfuant to the A f t  pafíed in this Seffion 
of Parliament.

^The old additional Duties were by one A f t  
o f  Parliament, paiTed in this Seffion, granted 
to his M ajefty for two Years from the 25th o f  
December 1 7 5 1 , and the Loan Duties were, by 
another A f t ,  continued for the fame T erm .

B y the laft-mentioned A f t  120,000/. Part 
o f  the Loan was direfted to be paid out o f  the

M oney

C 34 )
A n d  it appears by the A c- 

comptant - General’s A b -1 
ftraft, N o. I. that the B a -V  40,160 
lances in the Colleftors \
Hands at Lady-day 1 7 5 1 , was 

That the Arrears on the i 
Hearth-money was J 32j3 10 

On the Q u it & c . Rents 31,431
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M oney in the Treafury ; and it is allo^ e? l  
• the Heads o f the Bill, drawn up in the í Ioulv.

e ?  mnns for this Purpofe, the Preamble to
° l 'C Z Í  Part for the Payment of the

n o o l did not contain W ords expreisly 
acknowledging his M ajefty’s’ previous Contint, 

a  thp Rill tranfmitted into Great Bn.am  Irom 
S c o US !  î,™  was agreeable t.—  t e  
when the BUI was confidered in Great Britain,
Û was 'h o u g h , proper to fubfti.ute another >re- 
amble, agreeably to the L ord  Lieutenant 
Speech, in the W ords following .

«  And whereas on the 25th o f *
“  confiderable Balance remained in the Hands 
“  of the Vice-Treafurers, or Receivers-General
“  o f this Kingdom , or their Deputy or Depu

-  ties. And your M . j f ,  n * f a,% T l  Z , f s 
Eaie and Happinefs of your fa ith fu l i>..t>jectsy
has been graciotijly pleafed to fignify tt. at you
m „U il, cuiu  nmmtnd a a  us, tM
Hub Part th em ! «s jb d l U  H m gU  

«  with the public be applied “ wards the
«  further Reduffion o f the National Debt .
“  W e pray it may be ena&ed.

W hen this Bill was re-tranfmitted in to  Ire
land., fome Objections were made, widiout 
Doors, to this Alteration, fo r  a b o u t this T im e 
JealmJîes had fprung up, and been fomented 
amon* fome great Men in the Kingdom  But 
what was faid about this A lte r a t io n ,  was looked 
X  to proceed, rather from a Defire to make 
a Difplay o f  Power, than as an Intent tc. e ftr t  
it, by rejefting the Bill. For, as the W orda

4C
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in the Preamble in the Bill paiTed in the laft

- Y  O bjeélion ín ad ^ to 'th e B iü £  t ? l Z u ( Z  
Commons, it foon palled into a L aw .

t ^ w ° ng ° ther St0ries 0f th*Day,  it has been 
k tCr’ rePorted> that the L ord  Lieute* 

nant had promifed that i f  the B ill, altered as

no ^  ° re;mentIonecJ? were permitted to pais 
no Alteration o f  the fame Nature Ihould £
made in any future Bill o f  this Kind And
however improbable this Story was, yet i f w Í

ob2 ingr  HW lth^UCh A n  and Induftl7  «  to obtain Credit with many. B u t thePerfons
whom this Promife «vas faid to have been m àd7
having been called upon, and they h a v l i ï  d e ’

the Charge, it has not now any Credit bur 
among the uninformed People.

A s  it is not our Intent to treat o f  ContrUt 
^jiich are purely Party, we lhall only obferve

&  laft t i t ; ?  W  “ P .
great Perfrnao- u arxlament> am ong fome great erlcnages, about engroffing or dividin»
«TPower, were afterwards fomentld wid area!

eared With S Were invmttd 2nd Pr°Pa-
Licence l r d ° mm0n' and indeed’ ind« ™
Peopie ? T ( ï  "Ü CapnV"Ú the Minds c f  ̂- eoí  'C. It m ull however be obferved, that



X ( 37 )
feme o f the Ferions who m od warmly intereft- 
cd  themfelves in thefe Contefts, often took O c- 
cafion to declare, that the Bufinefs ot the King 
Ihould not be thereby delayed, nor the Rights 
o f  the Crown, or his M ajefty’s Prerogative, be 
at all intrenched upon. A nd, it were to be 
wifhed, for the Service of this poor, diftrefled 
Country, that they had adhered to thefe D e
clarations. W e are indeed inclined to believe, 
that fome o f thofe Gentlemen intended to a it 
conformably to them, but when Men give up 
the U fe o f their Judgments, in order to follow  
the Di&ates o f Party, they are too often hurried 
into Meafures, which, i f  confidered coolly, 
according to the Rules o f Reafon, they would 
deteft and abhor.

T h e prefent Sefiion o f Parliament was opened 
on the 9th D ay o f  Oftcbcr 17 5 3 : A n d  his 
Grace the L o rd  Lieutenant, has, in that 
Part o f his Speech to both Houfes, which is 
particularly addreffed to the H oufe o f  C om 
mons, the W ords following.

cc I am commanded by his M ajefty to ac- 
cc quaint you, that f?e w ill gracioujly confcnt, 
“  and he recommends it to you, that fo much 

of the M oney remaining in his Treafury as 
“  (hall be neceffary, be applied to the D if- 
c< charge ot the National Debt, or o f fuch 

Part thereof as you fhall think expedient.”

W e purpofely omit mentioning what was 
meditated to be performed, even in the firft

Days



D ays o f this Seffion -, want o f Power, not want 
o f  Inclination, put a Stop thereunto.

C 38 )

W e  fhall alfo om it taking N otice o f any 
other Tranfaftions, than what may conduce to 
the clear K nowledge o f  the Operation propofed 
for our prefent Obiervations.

It appears by a general State o f the National 
A ccount laid before the H oufe o f Commons, 
for two Years ended at Lady-day 175 3 , that af
ter anfwering all the Charge o f  the C ivil L ift, 
and o f the M ilitary Eilablifhm ent, and the P a y 
ments made purfuant to A£t o f  Parliament, 
K in g ’s Letters, & c. there remained in Credit to 
the Nation the Sum o f  —  £ -2 0 5 ,17 3  19 1

O u t o f  which deducting w haO

T here remained in Credit to 
the Nation over and above 
what was fufficient to pay 
all its Debts, the Sum o f
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Ic is to be obferved that the ] 4

M oney in the Treafury at S315822 13 io*- 
Lady day 1753 , was J 

That the Balances in the Col- J 
Jeftors Hands at Lady-day !
1753, on the Hereditary > 48036 u  10

W hich may be looked upon as M oney in 
the Treafury, the Arrears being in a Courfe o f 
fpeedy Paym ent, out o f which the Arrears due 
on the Eilabliihm ents and on the other Charges 
o f Government at Lady-day 17 5 3 , and the 
Debt due o f  the Loan m ight be difcharged.

T h e  old additional Duties are, by an A i t  
paffed in this Seffion o f  Parliament, continued 
to the 25th D ay o f December 1755. but it be
ing intended to difcharge the Refidue o f  the 
Loan, as recommended from the Throne, the 
Duties appropriated thereunto were fuffered to 
drop, from the 25th D ay o f December 1753. 
A nd thus the Creditors o f  the N  ation are de - 
prived o f  the Fund, out o f  which the Intereil 
o f the M oney due to them was to arife.

Leave having been given by the H oufe o f 
Commons, to bring in Heads o f  one or more 
Bill or Bills, upon the Refolutions reported

from

Revenue and old addi- I 
tional Duties, amounted to J

T h at the Arrear o f Hearth
M oney was ------

O f  Q uit, & c. Rents ------

}  34410  o  o

31300 o  o

In all 429569 5 8̂ .



from  the Committee o f  W ays and Means, and 
agreed to by the H oufe, the Right' H on. the 
M ailer o f the R olls, M r. Prime Serjeant, M r. 
Attorney General, M r. Sollicitor General, Col. 
John Bourke and M r. John Gore, were appoint
ed to prepare and bring in the fame. B ut it 
feems, they could not readily agree in the M an 
ner o f  purfuing the Inftruction, given to them 
by the H eufe, to infert a Claufe or Claufes in 
the faid Heads o f  a B ill or Bills, for apply
ing fo much o f  the Balance remaining in 
the Vice-Treafurers H ands at Lady-day laft, as 
ihould be, for that Purpofe, necefiary to pay 
o ff and difcharge the Sum o f  77,500/. remain
ing due o f  the feveral Sums heretofore bor
rowed by the P ublic at Intereil, with fuch In
tereft as fhould accrue due for the fame, until 
the 25th D ay o f  March next. For, although 
thefe Gentlemen agreed to purfue that In- 
ftruftion, by drawing up Heads o f  a feparate 
B ill for that Purpofe ; yet three o f  them were 
for having the Preamble thereunto, without 
W ord s importing his M ajefty’ s previous Con- 
fent, and the other three were for inferting 
W ords, agreeably to the A f t ,  which paflèd in 
the laft Seffion o f Parliament, and conformable 
to his M ajefty’s mojl gracious Intentions, iignified 
from the Throne, to the whole Houfe. T o  
prevent therefore the D elay, which it was ap
prehended m ight be given to the M oney B ill, 
as well as to this B ill, it was thought proper to 
fubm it to the drawing up o f  the H eads o f  this 
B ill, in the former Manner ; and the fame being 
tranfmitted into Great Britain in due Form , the 
Bill was re-tranfmitted from thence, with a

Letter

( 40 )
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L etter  From his M ajefty’s m od Honourable 
P rivy  Council there, figned by eighteen M em 
bers thereof, to his Grace the L ord  Lieutenant, 
and his M ajefty’s m oil Honourable P rivy 
Council o f this Kingdom* wherein Notice is 
taken “  that the W ords inferred in the Pre- 

‘ amble to the Bill, paiTed laft SelTion ot P ar
liament, for payment o f Part o f the N a 
tional Debt, relating to his M ajefty’s pre
vious Confent, for the Application ot I  art of 

“ .the M oney then remaining in theTreafury,
“  are omitted in the Bill now transmitted for 
“  the Payment o f the Refidue of the faid Debt j 
“  which having been laid before his M ajefty, 
“  and taken into mature Confederation, his 

M ajefty, with the A dvice o f  his P rivy  Coun
cil, has judged it necefTary to caufe W oids 
o f the like import to be inferted in the pre- 

“  fent B ill.”

Their Lordihips ei do therefore, by his M a- 
“  jefty’s Command, and in his Nam e, fignify 
“  the fame to his Grace, and to their Lordihips

of the Privy Council here, that the taking 
Notice o f his M ajefty’s previous Confent, in 
a Cafe o f this Nature and Importance, is 
abfolutely neceftary for the Support o f  his 
M ajefty’s Prerogative and Dignity, and for 
the preferving the Regularity o f the Proceed
ings o f the Parliament o f Ireland, wbofejufi  
Rights and Privileges his Majefly is determined

4‘ to maintain

A nd their Lordfhips declared, “  tnat tney
are further to fignify his M ajefty’s Pleafure,

p  “  that

4C
(6
4C

4C
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Ci that their Letter be entered in the Books o f

done6 here‘”  W h i°h iS according 1y

This folemn Declaration of his Majefty’s 
Judgment on this important Cafe was, one 
would have thought, fufficient to have opened 
the Eyes o f  all the true Friends o f this Coun
try, and have made them cheerfully accept this 
Declaration, that his Majefty was determined 
to maintain the juft Rights and Privileges of 
his Parliament of Ireland. But alas ! fuch was 
the Infatuation (let the Expreffion be pardoned) 
or fome Gentlemen, even of fome who are of 
his Majefty^ moft Honourable Privy Council 
heie, and 01 others, who hold Employments 
under the King, thfit, .laying afide the prudent 
M axims 0i Policy, which ought always to be 
purfued, for maintaining the Favour and P ro 
tection of the Crown, they reiolved to employ 
all the Influence they had, in order to rejedt the 
Bill on account o f  the Alteration in ;he Pream
ble.

Innumerable Stories were raifed, and pro
pagated through the Kingdom , o f  intended In
novations in the State, and o f  .intended In- 
eroacnments on the Rights, Liberties, and Pro
perties of the Nation, and the Fate o f  this Bill, 
w ;is prqpoied as the Criterion for diftinguifhing 
Wi*Q ihpuld be deemed the Afferters and D e
fenders of the Liberties o f the People, and who 
the Betrayers of them. Thofe who intended to 
>ejffát the Bill aüumed to themfelves the firft 
I jtfCs, and alcribsd to tnofe who inouid oppofe

( 4* )



them, thé other T itle , with many opprobrious 
Epithets, to render them odious to their Fellow- ■
Citizens. . . * *

TheArgumentsemployecl for rejecting the Bill
were raifed on the Pretence o f th& foie Right ot 
having Money-Bills take their Rife in the H oufe 
o f Commons, and that no Alteration ihould be 
made in thofe Bills after they are prepared by 
the Houfe. A nd they pretended to believe, 
that the Manner o f inferting his M ajefty’s pre
vious Confent in the Preamble to this Bill, was 
an Admiffion, that his M ajeily had àn abfolute 
R ig h t over all Money that ihould come into 
his Treafury, and that he could, by virtue o f 
this new acquired R ight, difpofe thereof, as he 
ihould think proper, to other Uies than lor the 
Service and Benefit o f this Kingdom . On thefe 
Affertions, the Preamble to the Bill was, on 
the 17th D ay o f December, difagreed to in the 
Committee o f the whole H oufe, to whom the 
Bill was referred, by 122 againft 1 17 , befides 
two Tellers o f  each Side, and upon the Report, 
on the fame D ay, the Bill was rejefted by the 
Houfe.

It is not denied, that the Houfe o f Commons 
hath a Power to rejedt Bills. It was not againft 
the Exercife o f that Power in the Year 1692, 
but againft the Refolutions entered in the Jour
nals o f the Houfe of Commons, declaring the. 
Foundations on which they claimed that Power, 
that the then L ord  Lieutenant entered his Pro- 
teftation. T h e late Operation is not perfectly, 
although it is nearly fimilar to the Tranfaclion 
in the Year 1692. T h e  Reafons given for re-

F  2 jetting
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jechng tne late Bill are very near the fame- and 
the pompous tumultuary Oftentations, upon its 

g  reJeited> very much aggravate this Cafe.

The Quotations herein before given, from 
the Journals of the Houfe of Commons, fuffi- 
ciently expofe the Weaknefs o f  the AiTertion, 
that the Commons of Ireland have the foie Ri?hi 
o f  drawing up Heads o f Money Bills, and that 
when they are drawn up, the Privy Council in 
this K-ngdom, or in Great Britain, have not 
any R ight to make Alterations in them. And 
ir there were Occafion o f  more Evidence to 
prove the Weaknefs o f this AiTertion. many 
other Inftances could be produced for that Pur- 
pofe, out of the Journals o f the Houfe o f Com 
mons. Nay, Inftances could be given o f more 
material Alterations than was in this Bill, which 
were made in real Money Bills, and were fub-
nntted to, by even the prefent Houfe o f  Com- 
mons.

( 44 )

We may be allowed to obferve, that we think
Î - Ï  Í !S E'U canVl0t be properly called a Monev 
■bill, for there is not one Claufe therein for 
granting _ Money to the Crown. The Bill 
paired, with the Alteration before taken Notice 
or, in the Year 1751,  was really a Money Bill ; 
or by that Biil the Loan Duties were continued 

tor two Years, and yet it was then paifed, with
out any Objection made to it, in the H oufe o f  
Commons.

A s to the Pretence, that the King would ac
quire a new R ight to difpofe o f  the Money in

his



his Treafury by inferring the previous Confent o f 
his Majefty, as it is, in the Preamble, we have 
already oblerved, that thofe who made ufe o f 
this Argument, pretend to believe what they 
laid on this Occafion. But, to pay a ju ft D e
ference to their confummate W ifdom , we can
not think that they did really believe what they 
faid to be L aw  ; and it is hoped, that every in
telligent impartial Perfon, who calmly confiders 
this Matter, will be o f our Opinion.

I f  the pafiing o f the Bill in this Sefllon would 
give his Majefty the new Right they lay it would, 
why has not the palling o f the Bill in the laft 
Seffion o f Parliament done fo ? and why was it 
not then oppofed, i f  the true Reafon for op- 
pofing it now proceeded from the Spirit o f  Pa- 
triotilm, and the L o ve  o f their Country ?

But it is an ungrateful Return to his M ajefty, 
for the paternal Indulgence he has on all Occa- 
fions ihewn to his Subjetts in this Kingdom , to 
fuppofe that he would make ufe o f  his Prero
gative, to difpofe o f the Money in his Treafury 
to improper Ules. Can any Inftance o f  this 
Kind be given ? On the contrary, it appears, 
by what has been extraded from the Reports to 
ùhe Houie ot Commons from their Committee 
of Accounts, that his M ajefty has greatly eafed 
his Siibjeóts of Ireland, when the Debt o f  the 
Nation lay heavy upon them.
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Thus we find that the Savings to the N a
tion on the Military Eftablifh- 
ment, and Civil L ift, in the 
two Years ended at Lady-day £ . s. d.
1 74 1, amounts to the Sum of 179332 12 24-

And in the two Years 
ended at Lady-day 1743, they ^.113562 7 4
were —  —  J

And in the two Years"!
ended at Lady-day 1745, they y 73984 6 11
♦were —  —  J

And in the two Y earsl
ended at Lady-day 1747, they 31315 3 9
were —  —  ‘

And in the two Years")
ended at Lady-day 1749, they K 59060 14 o 
were —  —  J

And in the two Years^l
ended 2XLady-day 175 1, they v 12246 10 6
were —  —  J

W hat they amounted to, 
in the two Years, ended at 
Lady-day 1753, we cannot 
let forth, as we have not feen > 
the Report from the Com 
mittee of Accounts, in this 
Seffion o f Parliament.
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But, the above-mentioned 
Savings to the Nation, with
out taking Notice ot feveral 
intermediate Savings, which ^469501 14 8
i f  added together, would 
make a very confiderabie 
Sum of Money, amount to

W hich

hi 
-



W hich by much exceeds the largeft Debt 
ever due of this Nation, and has been all faved 
by the gracious Favour o f  his M ajefty towards 
this Country. T h is, one would imagine, ought 
to have received from his faithful Subjects the 
warmeft Acknowledgments oi D uty and G rati
tude, initead o f ill-grounded Sufpicions and 
Infinuations.

Can it be denied that his M ajefty, i f  he be 
gracioufly pleafed fo to do, may, in Com pal- 
iion to the Creditors ot the Nation, who are now 
without a Fund for paying the Intereft o f  the 
M oney remaining due to them on the Loans, 
and in Eafe o f  his Subjefts, order, by his L e t
ter, and give public Notice thereof, that fuch 
o f  the Creditors as are willing to receive their 
M oney, ihall be paid out o f the M oney re
maining in his Treafury ? ■ I f  this can be done, 
doth it not prove his M ajefty’s foie R ight to 
the applying o f M oney in the Receipt o f  his 
Treafury, to pubiic Üfes ? A n d  i f  this fhould 
be done, how can thofe, who piead fo much 
M erit by this Operation o f rejecting the B ill, 
anfwer to their Country, for having obliged 
his M ajefty, to this Exercife o f  his Prerogative, 
whereby the Lords and Commons o f Ireland 
are deprived o f the Share they would have had 
therein, i f  the Bill had paffed into a L aw ?

Upon the W hole, it appears, that the re
dundant M oney in the Treafury, did not arife, 
as l'ome have vainly imagined, from Exceedings 
in the Aids granted to the Grown. It arofe 
from Savings on the M ilitary Eftabliihment, 
and Civil L ift, which amounted to above

1003000/.
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100,000/. more than the higheft Loan, and 
other Debt o f the Nation, ever was at. When 
Part o f this redundant Money was to be ap
plied in Difcharge o f the Refidue o f the Loan, 
and that, by his Majefty’s Command, it was 
declared from the Throne, that he would gra- 
cioujly confent thereunto, can there be any Rea- 
fon affigned, on the Principles o f true Patri- 
otifm, and Love of this Country, confidered in 
the feeble Condition o f her Conftitution, for 
rejefting the Bill for having thofe Words in- 
ferted in the Preamble efpecially, when a Bill, 
with the fame W ords, was paiTed, without Op- 
pofition, in the SeiTion o f Parliament, imme
diately preceding, and another A ft  was pafîed 
in the Seffion before that again, with Words 
implying more itrongly, his Majefty’s previous 
Confent.

T h e Writer o f this Paper hath confined his 
Obfervations to Fafts, that cannot be contro
verted. H e has avoided fetting forth, or guefs- 
ing at, the Motives for this moft extraordi
nary, and moft impolitic Operation. And he 
believes, that the unprejudiced Reader will find 
fufficient Reafon to judge, that the Fomenters 
o f  it do not deferve the much refpefted Names 
o f P A T R I O T S , and D E F E N D E R S  O F  
T H E  L IB E R T IE S  O F  T H E IR  C O U N 
T R Y ,
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lJ u J î PublijJSd, by H . C a r p e n t e r  ta

Fleet-Street.

Í. M E M O R I A L  by the E — I 0f  
K — ld— e to his M — j — y, the 26th 

of May 1 753, containing an A ccount and 
Keaions o f the Difcontents and Divifions that 
?  F e[ent iubfift among your M — j — y ’s moft 
dutiful, faithful, loyal H — e o f C — mm— ns 
and devoted Proteftant S— bj— fts o f  I— l— d  
H um bly offered to your M — j — y ’s Confidera- 
tion ; with the E - I  o f  H - l d - f s ’s Letter, by

— y S Command> to ^ e  L — d C h_n-
u  °.f  in anfwer to the E — I of

K — Id— e s Memorial. '

, ,n u A  the Members o f  the H onour
able Houfe o f Commons o f  I D , who voted
on the Quefhon previous to the Expujfion o f  
A rth u rJon esN ev.il, E %  late Engineer and 
Surveyor General o f that Kingdom .

j . , 111' Inf ul?  Sf cra &  Libera. A  L ift  o f  the 
Members o f  the Honourable Houfe o f Com -

Ihr"a h 7 ^7 ° ’ Wh°  Voted for and aS ainil
e Altered M oney Bill, which was rejected on 

Monday the 1 ;th  D ay o f December 1753.

L f ter t0 3 iMember o f  the H — e o f
A ft,™ • S °. 1 ------*■> on the prefent Crifis o f
Affairs in that Kingdom.
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