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CONSIDERATIONS

oN Tae EFFECTS oF

PROTECTING DUTIES,

Ixn A LETTER 1o A NEWLY-ELECTED
MEMBER or PARLIAMENT,

.S IR,

YO U are now arrived at that period of your life,
and at that fiation among your countrymen, in
which the determinations of your mind, and the
conduct which thofe determinations will lead you
to adopt, muft neceflarily become of importance
to thofe around you. I have been {ufficiently
acquainted with the courfe of your fiudy, to know
that you are not deficient in capacity, and that
the mode of your education has in fome degree,
fettled you into habits of diligence. My appre-
henfions for you are not built upon thefe foun-
dations; they arife from my knowledge of the
nature of that ftock of ideas which you have
acquired, and of the particular turn of thinking in
which you have been trained. My fears are, that
all which you have hitherto acquired, altho’ it may,
and in truth I believe will, prove of fome ornament
to you as a Gentleman, can have but {mall force
in forwarding you as a man of bufine(s. -
HE
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T'uz hiftorians of Rome have not handed down ’

_to_us any confiderable details of the commercial
Tyftems of the ‘old world ; nor does the reafoning
of Demofthenes apply itfelf much to the poixcy of
trading nations. Yet it is fomething to have been
in the habit of acquiring. A mind accuftomed
in this manner to furnifh itfelf with the ideas of
other men, will more readily gain upon any
fubje@ however novel it may be, than one which
has to acquire its materials for thought and its
habits of thinking together.

Or all the knowledge which you can pofiefs,
the knowledge of commerce in its:general prin-
ciples and in its detail of facts, will prove of moft
honour to yourfelf, and of ¢ moft profit to your
country. The time at which this knowledge muft
prove moft fingularly beneficial, will be during the
prefent feflion of parliament. And durim the
prefent feflion of parliament, no queftion of com-
merce can arife which will involve fo much of the
rifing profperity of the kingdom, as that which
will come in the firft inftance before you for deter-
mination the quefiion of protecling duttes. In
the decifion of this queftion will be laid the foun-
dation of the commercial fyfiem of Ireland. You
perceive then how you are prefled, fcarcely any
thing as yet known, and almoft every thing to be
inflantly decided ; this at once then fhews you my
inducement, and conftitutes my apology.

Tux fpirit of the Irith nation has been already
tried ; its wifdom muftfhortly be difcovered. Tq
pant after the pofieflion of liberty, is the effect of
an univerfal feeling in human nature; it has fallen
to the lot of few to enjoy it—but it has fallen
to the lot of fewer flill to enjoy it to its true purpofes ;
torender that activity which it infpires fubfervient

1o
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to the fatisfaction of life, to the augmentation of
its enjoyments, and to the mitigation of its {uf-
ferings. The moment of the acquifition of liberty,
is a moment of danger to any country. The
people from that period will be a&ive: but the
activity ‘of unfkilfulnefs may impoverith and dif-
grace a nation as well as an individual,

IcNorANCE may preferve liberty but 1t
will be liberty in tatters : knowledge ‘only can pre-
ferve and enjoy her in the complications and refine-
ments of civil fociety. For three millions of peo-
ple to eftablith their freedom, it is orly neceffary
that they (hould unite in a determination to be frec.
The dulleft head in fociety may contrive, and the
weakeft hand aflift the execution of fuch a purpofe.
To overpower an union of this nature would never
pay for the exertion which it would require. But
after the obje@ of that union has been attained, a
nation will require every afliftance that natural
fagacity and acquired information can afford. In

- proportion as a national fpirit has been roufed, it
becomes neceffary for caution to ftep in to re-
gulate its progrefs,

To acquire the power of being happy, and to
apply that power to its objet, demand very dif-
ferent modifications of the paffions, and very
different exertions of the underftanding. Common
place hiftory affords us examples, and common
experience confirms the truth of them, that to
obtain a victory, and to enjoy the profits of that
viftoryy are too often feparated.

! . We have conquered. Let us now endeavour
,} to be happy.  To behappy as a nation, I mean
to-be induftrious and to be rich. I am not for the
Spartan profits of victory. Iron money, and black

. ey ¥ bread,
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bread, could afford but fmall inducements to an -
Trithman, who, in the moft deplorable moments of
the depreffion and poverty of his country, has con-
trived to keep a pait of its beef for "his'own con-
fumption, and to exchange another part of it with
his neighbour for claret. |

Tue inflitutions of commerce are of all others,
the moft pernicious, or the moft beneficial; their
effecks are always more extenfive, they penetrate
farther into the general bufinefs of life, and mingle
themfelves more completely in the genéral mafs
of our tranfactions, than any ‘other. branches of
political ceconomy. Other inflitutions are lefs fre-
quently called forth into action.  The rules of
landed property, for inftance, cannot operate fo
extenfively. It is not every hour that land changes
its mafter. Every man inthe community is not
a land owner; but every man in the community
eats, drinks, and wears cloaths ; and is hourly en-
gaged in the increafe, confumption, or exchange
of thofe neceflaries of his life. In proportion as
commercial inftitutions extend in their effeéts,
thefe effeCts become more minute and numerous.
To afcertain therefore and arrange them, to trace
them through their different flages'up to their true
caufes, mixed and perverted as: they are by the
ingenuity of pride and avarice, require a: greater
fhare of patience, and of fkill in the ordinary
courfes ‘of bufinefs, than can fall to the fhare of
many.

To difcriminate and to arrange, require in fome
degree a {cientific education. To collect commer-
cial materials for fuch purpofes, requires long atten-
tion'and a clofe infight into various branches of
bufines. To be a man of fcience, and at
the fame time 2 man of bufinef$, requires a rare

combination of endowments. ‘The fiudent feldom
treats
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sreats the workfhop with any civility. Experience,
that fafeft guide in moft other refearches, tho’ it
may be of fome ufe, yet certainly cannot afford us
a view fufficiently entenfive in this enquiry. This
is a fubject on’ which experiment cannot well be
hazarded: the expences to fociety are too great,
the confequences not fucceeding, too fatal. * Befides

that the length of a life will hardly afford time to

draw a conclufion : we are born too late to fee
the beginning, and we die too foon to fee the end
of many things. Cautious as we ought to be, we
muit however truft fomething to information. We
cannet collect all ourfelves, we muft therefore be
content at fome time to make ufe of the labours
of others.

It is a circumftance to be lamented, that in our
own country, the place where we could be beit
enabled to extend our erlquiries, and to afcertain
every circamitance with the higheft degree of pre-
cifion, fcarcely any fuch. materials as we now want
are to be found. ‘The hiftory of Tom Thumb
and the hiftory of trifh Commerce, could be afford-
ed by the bookfeller at nearly the fame price. In
every period of the hiftory of our country, we are
prefented with misfortunes enough to have af-
forded us knowledge. But one peculiarity of our
fituation has - been, that we have fuftained the
weight of mifery, without the benefit of that expe-
rience and caution which generally arife from dif-
trefs. W have frequently received the firoke of
poverty, but have not yet learned how to ward
the blow. This is owing to our having been
paflive on the ftage of Europe. ‘

© . Irevanp has been a fufferer, but not an actor.
» Our misfortunes have not arifen from the  errors
_ of our own alivity. The mother-country, as (he

has
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has proudly termed herfelf, and our fifter king-
dom as we now affect to flile her, took upon her~
felf the active part as a kingdom. She never.
gave us any thing to do, but always fomething
to bear to fhare her misfortunes whenever
fhe was miftaken ; but to be a fpeétator only, not
a2 fharer of her advantages when fhe proved fuc-
cefsful. Like the flaves in a Roman family, who
were doomed to the general profcription, when
the enemies of their mafter’s faGtion were triumph-
ant, tho’ they had received little but whips and
hard labour in the days of his profperity.

THe principal advantages arifing. from aétivity
and acting for ourfelves, either as nations or indi.
viduals, are derived from the habits of bufinefs in
- which particular men are trained, from the know.
ledge of fatts which- they acquire, and from the
details which they can afcertain in all the different -
parts of public or private intercourfe. When
thefe are fully known, their true forms as they
ftand by themfelves, and their connecting parts
as they fland related to each other, thoroughly
inveftigated, and familiarly imprinted on the mind,
fyftems of intercourfe become readily formed,
and the moft ignorant can take advantage of the
labours of the moft fkilful in fociety. But fuch

advantages our fituation unhappily precluded us
from.

To debafe us fiill more, the errors of govern-
ment were fo palpable, the impreflions of thofe
crrors were fo fevere, that to feel was to know
inference or deduétion became ulelefs, and being
ufelefs were not cultivated. Hence our men, fup-
pofed to be, and fuppofing themfelves to be men
-of bufinefs, have ftudied modes of clamorous in-
vective, rather than of {erious inveftigation ; and

particular
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particular abufe has fupplied the place of general
reafoning. To fuch a ftate of fubftantial and in=
telleétual poverty has the domination of England
reduced us. When I fpeak in fuch terms of what
has paft, I do not mean to open again the fources
of difcontent, or to blame thofe tranfaltions as
having exhibited on the part of England any peeu-
liar marks of political depravity. They arofe from
a falfe fyflem of commerce; from the ruirious fpirit

of MoNOPOLY.
/

Ir then we have fuffered fo long and fo feverely
by this {pirit of our fifter Kingdem, fhall we as the
firft a&t of our own free-will; adopt and enforce
the fame {yftem ourfelves ? Shall we prove to Eng-
land that we are Englithmen in every hing but
their power, their induftry, and their wealth ?

You will perhaps reply to what I have faid; of
the little information which cdn be obtained in
the tranfadions of our country, or from the know-
ledge of our countrymen, that although the
tranfactions of our country are as barren of ma-
terials as | have afferted them to be, yet, that our
men of bufinefs can hardly warrant the obferva-
tion which has been made on them:. You will
perhaps urge againft me the examples of - our
orators and-our patriots. Believe me when I tell
you, that you muft not look for examples of ufeful
knowledge, or of true virtue among them. We
have -had men, whole formation has rendered it
doubtful whether nature was a prodigal or a mifer
Z{o lavifh has (he been to them in the powers
of the underitanding, and fo niggardly in the
virtues of the heart, We have feen fuch men de-
vote their youth, thé graceful and 1 believe the

“honeft part of life, to the indulgence of the moft

fhameful and pernicious appetites, ~When the
body
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bedy has funk under this torrent of animal grati-
fication, the atrocious.vigour of their genius has
exerted itfelf, without diftraction or interruption.
An unmixed feverity of ftudy has fucceeded to
an “unreftrained  licentioufnefs of enjoyment.
Gloomy and difirufiful even in the very lap
of pleafure, it could not be expeéted that they
fhould have warmed into chearfulnefs, or relaxed
into {ociability by the intenfenefs of application.
From this retirement they have come forth adorn-
ed but not amiable, wife but not ufeful. “The
application of our acquifitions detesmines the mo-
tive of acquiring. Their induftry has been point-
ed only to difplay the miferies of their country,
but never to explain or enforce the methods of
removing them. They have bent the powers of
their imagination to the miferable employment of
inventing combinations of reproachful and abufive
terms againft their antagonifs, until our language
has funk under their exertions. They feem to
have ranged the paths of fcience, and colleéed its
materials together for no other purpofe than to
gild the bitternefs of perfonal inveétive, with thefe
iplendid produtions of their labours. Clamor-
ous tribunes of the people, when the people were
without hope, raifing a futile oppofition and pointing
their exertions to little objeéts, becaufe thofe objetts -
were the favourites of government’; but fhrinking
into and continuing the trickling adulatorsof a paltry
court, when a lucky junéture of circumftances
opened a way to the courfe of the folid profperity
of their countrymen. After this when they have
fickened ‘at the applaufes which followed fome
daring attempts in favour of liberty, we have feen
them refign the profits of venality, to the hopes of
- regaining their loft charader: and we have feen
that contented cuckold—the people, with open

arms
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arms again receive them, tho’ recking from thie
very bed of proftitution.* re -

Tais is the general defcription of modern pa- .
triotifin, and modern patrioti{m is to our political,
what a modern difeale is to our animal conf¥itution.
They are equally the children of licentioufnefs -
they equally faften upon' the fources of exiffence
in their unhappy fubjeds: equally manifeft their

-vigour by their venom ; and nothing but the ap-

plication of a metallic poifon can fop the progrefs
of either. Gold is to the political what mercury is
to the animal infe®tion. The minifter and the
phyfician who apply them, are equally juflified by
dreadful neceflity. They do, itis true, ftop the kil-
ling progrefs of the diftemper ; but the ftrength of
the patients wafte, and their beauties fade, under the
malignant qualities of thofe medicines which can on-
ly prolong exiftence. From a conneion with fuch
men you cannot hope for advantage, [t would be

dangerous-to follow, and they will not fuffer you
to lead them. |

Havine given.you thefe general cautions left
you fhould be mifled by the noife of party, or the
glitter of individuals, or left you fhould wafte your
time in {eeking for information where it is not to
be found, I fhall now proceed to lay before you -
fome matters which I know you are candid and
honeft enough to with for. To thisend I fhall
require from you a littie more fobriety of attention

than1 believe you have found it neceflary yet to
beftow.

THE
* Yet the people of Ireland have been told, that ““ the

“ affeions of a politician are always matter of {pecula-
*“ tion. His fudden reverfes of affe@ion are ftill more

. fufpicious."

Sindercombe’s letter in Lord Townfhend’s times

*
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-~ Tur demand which I apprehend will be made
from the wifdom of parliament, by fome of thofe
* gentlemen whofe pinions coincide with the prefent
difpofitions of the people is, that certain duties fhalt
be laid on the importation from Great Britaim, of
all goods of the various branches of the woollen and
_cotton manufattures, fo 2s to prevent in the home
market a poffibility of competition between thefe
foreign fabrics and articles of the like nature, the pro-
duce of our own labour. Thefe duties fo intended to
be demanded, are now called by the popular name
of proteting duties. ‘The policy of ths fyftem of
proteting duties, I underftand to be by preferving
the home market without any competition, to give
to our own manufaGtures fuch an extenfion of
demand, and fuch a certainty of profit as may
enable us, by increafing the fkill of our manu-
faGturers, and our capital employed in thofe parti-
cular branches of bufinefs, to vie hereafter in
foreign markets with foreign artifts.

Tuis I apprehend to be a plain and full flate
of the queftion————of the means, and of theend
propofed to be attained by thofe means. From
this flate I apprehend it appears, that they who in-
fift upon the meafure of proteting duties, as an
inftrument neceffary to the ‘commercial profperity
of this country, muft admit that we are underfold
by foreign manufatturers in our own markets.
Itis not material to the prefent bufinefs from what
circumflances this cheapnefs of the articles
arifes, ifthe fa&t be fo. I fcarcely think it ne-
ceffary to anfwer the idle reproach thrown out
againft the people of this country, of a partial fond-
nefs for the produions of other countries, when

~ they can get their own as good and as cheap.
Whoever
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Whoever fhall go into a fair in the country,
or into the Houfe of Commons in Dublin, which
| 1s, or e all know ought to be, the Reprefentative
) of all the fasrs in the country, will quickly perceive
| that foppery is not the predominant vice of the
" good people of Ireland. I am ready. to grant
that a few perhaps may be found in both places,
who are what their neighbours call Beaux
but thofe are very few ; and their caft of charaéter
is generally drawn into fome unpleafant notice,
both in the honourable Houfe and iq the fair, by
the falutary wit of a nick-name. [t muft be ad-
mitted then, that the caufe of this demand upon
our legiflature is, z4ar we are under/old at home.

Berore any legiflature fhould carry a propo-
fition of this nature into a law : into a Jaw likely to
operate fo extenfively as this neceffarily muft do,
they fhould be fully fatisfied of the truth of this
affertion that it will be a law likely to ope-
rate to the good of the whole community. If it
fhould operate immediately to the good of any one
Pparticular part, without at the fame time operating
to the injury of any other particular part, I appre-
hend it would be a law operating ultimately to
the good of the whole: inafmuch as the wealth of
one part muft neceffarily diffufe itfelf in a degree
through the remainder. “But if it thould be a Jaw
operating to the profit of any one part of the com-
munity, at an expence equivalent to that profit
thrown upon any other parts of the community,
it could not be a law operating to the good of the
whole. “If the profit of the one part were precife-
ly. equal to the lofs fuftained by the other part,
and fo there were no actual lofs {uftained, yet it
would be a law not only not operating to the good
of the whole, but a law atually operating to the
injury of the whole. For it would turn the tid;
o

|
4
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of induftry out of its natural and fixed channel,
into an artificial, and confequently an uncertain
one.

Awnp again, admitting the profits to be precifely
equal to the lofs, yet ftill if the profit were given
entirely to one part of the community, and if the
lofs were divided among many parts of ity " it
would be a dangerous, and, confequently an inju-
cious law. For the profit which was given.to on¢
part, being heaped in one fpot, the increafe would
be eafily difcerned : but the lofs, although equal
to the profit, yet being divided into many parts;
the diminution could not be perceived ; and thus
the community would be cheated into 2 belief of
an increafe of wealth, which it had actually never

acquired——a dangerous and injurious belief!

I uave have flated the matter in thefe various
points of view, becaufe I am fully perfuaded that -
to afcertain whether. the meafure of protecting
duties, will operate ultimately to the good of the
whole community, it will be neceffary to examine
it in every one of them. You may call me for-
mal if you pleafe, for the manner in which have
done this but if by becoming more formal I

thall become more clear, if I can convince your - -

underftanding, by affording you an opportunity
to laugh a little at me, I fhall give you your jeif,
and proceed with my argument.

Tue general fyftem of England in her com-
merce, has been this fyftem of reftraint and pro-
teéiion, with fome occafional deviations however
from her general rule. The general fyftem of
‘Holland, on the contrary, has been a {yftemof
commerce free and unprotefted, with fome occa-
fional deviationsinto the fyftem of England——

inte
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into reftraint and protetion. Both countries have
in general purfued fyftems direétly “oppofite, but
they have occafionally adepted the maxims of each
other. Both countries working under thefe op-
pofite plans of commercial intercourfe, have ac-
quired a degree of wealth and power unknown to
the other ftates of Europe. I have made thefe
obfervations upon the different conduét of the two
countries, not that I intend to apply them immedi-

ately, ‘bat that you may carry them ia your recol-

lection until the application will be tco obvious to

‘efcape you.

Havinc endeavoured to préepare your mind by
the foregoing obfervations for ‘this examination, I
fhall trouble you to-follow me while I examine a
queftion which comes home to the * bufirefs and
bofom” of every Irifhman~—whether the meafure of
protecting duties, as I have before fated it, isa
meafure which it would be prudent in the legifla-
ture of Ireland to ‘adopt': either circumftanced as
Ireland is at prefent, or in any other circumftances
in which we @an conceive her to exift?

IreLaxnp muit adopt it then, either as a principle
auniverfally ufeful, or as one which would ‘be uleful

to her from her particular circumfiances.

We fhall prefently fee how farit can be confi-
dered as' a principle univerfally ufeful, by fuppo-
fing it carried univerfally into execution.

Twae mifts of prejudice, and the clouds of error
‘which relaxed the induftry ‘and defaced the morals
of Europe, for fo many centuries after the downfal
of the Roman empire, have been for above 200
gears laft paft gradually evaporating and difper{-

ing. The different nations of Europe are now
: beginning
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beginning clearly to perceive the advantages re-
fulting from general commerce, of enabling each
other to participate of the productions of different
foils and climates, -and of the different exertions
of human induftry and invention. With the eager-
nefs natural to human nature upon the appearance
of a new object of hope, they are now all running
the rice of commerce. If the lrith fhould adopt
this meafure asa general principle, itis not probable
that the falutary regimen will remain long a fecret.
The wifdom of ‘our Volunteers has already ap-
peared in the Amflerdam gazette———and that is
a paper, as George Faulkner faid of the Dublin
Journal, read in the coffee houfes of Conftanti-
nople and Dunftable. - The wifdom of Ireland
muft flamp authority on it——Iet us fuppofe it
then univerfally adopted. To a benevolent mind,
no profpett can be more delightful, than the con-
templation of the univerfal adoption of a principle
which, - wherever it is received, muft give new
hands to induftry, and new wings to invention.
Let us indulge ourfelves in the pleafing hope of
feeing England prohibit our linen and our beef,
the wines and fruit of Portugal, Spain or France:
Portugal, or Spain, prohibit the hardware and
the woollens of England, the linen and the beef
of Ireland ; and America prohibit every thing.

In fhort let us fuppofle, in imitation of the wif-
dom of Ireland, a complete and univerfal preven-
tion to take place in every country, of the importati-
on of every article which couldinany way be fabri-
cated at home, or for which any fuccedaneum could
be difcovered. Alas! what is become of our bene-
volence now ? Shall the never drink punch again ?

Hvery thing being prevented from being imported
: | | every
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every where,any thing cannot be exported anywhere.
After fuch a conclufion, it would be ridiculous to
dwell upon this part of the fubjet any longer. But
I fhall go farther. 1 fhall fuppofe fora little time, that
the eagernefs of imitation, or the {weets of retali-
ation and revenge, would not in this cale operate
as they operate in moft cafes on mankind, and
that no fuch univerfal adoption of this commercial
principle, as 1 have mentioned, fhould take place,
On the contrary, I will fuppofe the reft of Europe,
particularly England, fo blind or fo tender-hearted
as to permit Ireland to attempt to enrich herfelf at
their expence. Yet I fhall not fcruple to affert,
' that however freely fhe might be ‘permitted to in-
dulge herfelf in her fchemes of aggrandifement,
without danger of retaliation from England or any
other country, the could not enrich herfelf by any
{uch meafure.

To fave the inconvenience of contradition, and
~perverfion, it is often necefiary to ftate that which is
already known and admitted. That we may afcertain
what the means are by which a nation may moft
probably be enriched, it will be neceffary for us to
afk in what the wealth of a nation confits? For
the fake of truth, we fhould be accurate even to
enumeration in this particular. It is eafy for falfe,
to wear the appearance of true reafoning, when it
travels through general and undefined terms, and
gives us a comparifon where an inttance fhould
be produced.

Tue wealth of a nation then confifts in that
{iock of materials, whatever thofe materials may be,
which are neceflary or pleafing to the exiftence of
man—which conftitute his neceffaries or his com-
forts. 'This ftock of ‘materials may be faid to con-
At particularly of food, cloaths, houfes, : houthold

furniture,



[ 16 ]

furniture, buildings for the affiftance of labout or
the prefervation of goods, money, improvements
of land, of all the different articles, in whatever
flage of preparation they may be of which thele
are compounded to thefe muft be added, as
a part of the ftock, the acquired and ufeful fkill of
all the inhabitants. I pretend not to be perfeétly
accurate in this enumeration. Something in ‘the
hurry in which [ am obliged to call upon my
memory, may have efcaped me. It will be fuffi-
cient for me, if I (hall be able to point your at-
tention to the proper objects.

Or the whole quantity of thefe materials which
are called ftock, fome part of it is neceffarily ap-
propriated to the immediate confumption of the
people, and confequently cannot increafe. 'The
other part, after having laid by all that is neceffary
for immediate confumption, is kept as a fubjet
of the indufiry of the people to work upon, and by
working upon to increafe, and is called the capital.
What is true of a mation in this particular, is true
of every individual in it. - Every man will find this
divifion take place in his property. Although I
have enumerated the fkill of the inhabitants among
the different articles of ftock, it is palpable that it
is of a different naturé from the reft. It is the vital
principle of the whole capital. It is'a collection of
fprings, by which all the various parts of the capital
are moved, “The five Dutchmen who were caft
away on the coaft of Greenland, had, I fuppofe, as
much induftry and {kill as any of their countrymen
* who refided in Holland ; but for want of materials,
that is, capital to work upon, they were neceflitated
tofpend the half of their days in fleep, and the
“‘whele of them in poverty.

Hence
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- Henxce it follows, that any attempt to increafs
the indufiry of the fociety, without, at the fame
time, increafing the quantity of materials upon
which that induftry is to work, muft fail of fucces.
‘That, and that only, which adds to the wealth of
a nation, is the difference between . thofe articles
which are added to the capital of the fociety, by
the indufiry of its members, and thofe which are
taken from it within the fame fpace of time for,
their confumption. Now what regulation of com-
merce, prohibiting the importation. of amy given
commodity, can increafe that  difference. You,
reply, that by invigorating the induftry of fociety,
you will thereby increafe the quantity of materials
for it to work upon. No. _The,indufiry of everyl,
fociety is proportioned to a certain increale of its
materials, and by that certain increale of its
materials, a foundation is laid for a new acceflion. -
of induftry. But if you would fuddenly increate
the indufiry of any fociety, beyond what the former
increale of its materials has laid a foundation for,
you muit alfo fuddenly increafe the quantity of
materials beyond the former flock.

THe increafe of materials muft, by the inevitable
relation of things, precede the increafe of induftry.
The firft firoke of the indufiry of man was applied
to matenals, previoufly provided by nature.  Had
thefe ‘materials, not been previpufly provided, his
indufiry; newver could have had A commencement.
Having, I think, clearly proved, that an .in-
creafe of materials muft precede an increafe of in-
duiiry, it remains to be fhewn whether a protecting
duty can prepare that increafe of the flock of ma-
terials. It cannot... A protedting duty when en-
adted,  will not.,add an . additional number of .
ploughthares, to affift the hand of man /in tilling
the carth.. It will not dive into the earth to procure

el Se C the
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the iron to make that ploughfhare. It will not
procure corn to be fown, nor leather to be tanned,
nor weol to be fpun. Isit expected that the magic
of a protecting duty, will operate as powerfully as
the agency of the Grecian deities, and caufe 2
horfe and an olive tree to {pring at once from the
carth, for the ufe of its favourite city ?

As it is obvious then, that a proteting duty can-
not, of itfelf, increafe the quantity of materials in
any country ; and, as it is equally obvious, that in-
dufiry cannot be maintained without a capital of
materials to work upon, it follows inevitably, that
an inftrument which cannot previoufly increafe the
quantity of .materials or capital, can never increafe
the induftry of any country.

BuT, after this reafoning, however convincing
it'may appear in theory, fome account muft- be
given to you of that appearance in other countries,
which, as it has always followed the enalting of
prote&ing duties, has therefore been always con-
fidered as an effe¢t of it: I mean the increafe of
that particular manufaéure, in favour of which
protecting duties have been enacted.

ExrerieENcE here feems to be directly againit
the reafoning of which I have made ufe. I admit,
that wherever aproteting duty has been enated, an
increafe of the particular manufacture in favour of
which it was enaéted has followed. 1 admit, that
this effe¢t is apparently againft the reafoning which
I have laid before you: but I fay, thatit isonly
{o apparently. For although I admit, that where-
ever a prote&ting duty has been enalted, an in-
creafe of the particular manufaflure has followed;
yet, I deny that thereby the wealth of the whole
community has been increafed. This will be beft

fro explained



[ 19 ]

explained by tracing the effedts of a proteting
duty. ' Let me fuppofe then a protecting duty
had altually taken place in favour of our woollen
manufactures. The effe®t of this would be an
immediate adtivity in that branch of bufines. Buf
by what means does the proteéting duty produce
this effet? By obliging every confumer in the
community to pay a price for goods; which other-
wife he would not do. Remember, that the.
reafon for a proteGing duty is, that the fame fort
of goods can be had elfewhere, better or cheaper,
What then is the confumer compelled to? To
pay a greater price for the fame goods, or the {fame
price for worfe goods than he could otherwife have
obtained.

Now what is the price that the confumer pays ?
Money you will fay. No. Money is the inftra-
ment by which he facilitates the exchange ; but
the price which he actually pays, is fo much as he
gave of his labour and fkill, working upon his ca-
pital to acquire that money. What is the actual
effect then of a prote@ting duty upon the whole
community ? Tt compels every confumer ‘to give
fo much more of his time, labour, and fkill, work-
ing upon his capital, for the commodity of which
he ftands in need, than he otherwife fhould have
done.

THE reyenue of every country is produced by
the labour of the inhabitants, operating upon its
capital. ‘The addition to the wealth of any coun-
try, 1s ' made by the difference between its con-
furnption and its revenue. If then the inhabitants
fhall be compelled to give fo much more of their
révenue, that is, their_labour, working upon their
capital, for any part of .their confumption, than
they otherwife fhould have done, it is obvious

Ca2 that
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that they produce fo much lefs by their labour, and
by confequence, the difference between the amount
of the confumption, and revenue of the country is
leflened, not increafed.

Tue policy of every legiflature fhould be, to
enable its people to obtain the greateft poffible
. quantity of every kind of confumable commodity,
by the {malleft poffible exertion of labour ; for the
lefs labour it is neceffary ‘to exert in the acquifiti-
on of any particular commodity, the more may be
fpared for the acquifition of others. Hence the
advantages of all forts of machines, in the abridg-
ment of all forts of labour. = Here then, is' a policy
direétly oppofite to that general rule. It obliges
every confumer of woollen cloth, to give a greater
exertion o his labour, for. the, acquifition of that
which could have been obtained for a lefs. It
operates upon every confumer, as if he were tranf-
orted to a climate lefs friendly; and a foil lefs
fertile than that in which be bad lived. : He is obli-
ged to exert himfelf more to live as well as he had
before done. It operates as a tax ppon every con-
{fumer in the country, the amount of which is put
into the pockets of .a few of the manufacturers.
Now, as the number, of confumers of any one ar-
ticle muit infinitely exceed that of the manufac-
turers, how can any legiflature juftify the taxation
of a larger bod¥ of its fubjects in favour of a (mall-
er:  But.in a trading country maft of the confu-
mers of any particular commodity are them{elves
manufaduurers. In proportion as they are taxed
for any article of confumption, they will raife the
price of every article of their own manufacture
upon other confumers. . Hence the rife of every
article of manufalture, in confequence of the rife
of one hence the unfitnefs, from the univerfal
dearnefs of commodities, to fupply foreign markets
| o hencg
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- ~=—hence the very manufatturers, in whofe fa-

vour a protecting duty fhould be enacted, would
be themfelves taxed to pay the price of their.own
avarice.

Bur it will be anfwered to this argument, that it
proves too.much. « That it proves that no country
could have fucceeded, where fuch a miferable policy
had been adopted. ' That the inftance of England
where this policy was adopted, proves the fallacy of
the argument. But I reply, that the inflance of Eng-
land does not prove the fallacy of the argument.
On the contrary, it illuftrates and enforces its
truth. It is the want of attention to the particulars
of the progrefs of England that deceives.  England
began very early to addi¢t herfelf to commerce.
In this purfuit fhe had the advantage of moft of
her prefent competitors, by having begun before
them. England began very early to difplay the
marks of her blundering avarice, her prohibitions
both of export and import. Yet with much in-
duftry, frugality, and a very arrogant fpirit of mo-
nopoly, her commercial fuccefs, until about the
commencement of the prefent century, was but
{mall.

Ir we compare the commercial advancement of
England with that of Holland, we fhall find that
fhe was infinitely outdone by Holland before
this lait century ; yet England fet out with an infi-
nitely greater extent of territory, and exceeded
Holland" in the numbers of her people, in the
fertility of her foil, and the quantity of her capital.
Add to the difadvantages of Holland, that fhe be-
gan her courfe under the burthen of a war carried
on'in her.own country, againft a powerful and im.-
placable mafter, who endeavoured with his whole
force to harafs and opprefs her. She efcaped

from
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from this ; but fhe efcaped with an unfettled go-
vernment, a {mall capital, and that capital in
debt. Holland however had proceeded on a better
plan than England had, and fhe fucceeded accord-
ingly. The firft confiderable advance which Eng-
land made in her commerce, did not proceed from
any advantages which fhe produced in her own
market.

Tue wars with the Dutch in the time of the
Commonwealth, and in the reign of Charles the
Second, difturbed their commerce fo much, that
England was enabled to feize a_part of that body
which fhe had feparated and fcattered. Her na-
tural firength enabled her to cope with the acquir-
ed power of her wifer adverfary.  After thefe
wars the firft confiderable addition to the com-
merce of England was obferved ; but this was the
plunder of a robber, not the profit of a merchant,
From this period, that is from the end of the war,
which was concluded by the peace of Nimeguen,
in 1678, to the year 1704, the increafe of the
Englith commerce was not of any extraordinary
magnitude.  Scarcely any thing but what will
be added by every frugal nation’to its capital,
by the difference between the produce of its
indufiry and its confumption. ~Not fo much
as would haye been added to it, had every
one of her ports been as open as St. Enfiatia
was at the time of its late capture. I take the
year 1404 particularly, becaufe I am enabled from
ihe papers which were laid upon the table in the
Englith Houfe of Commons, in the year 1775, to
ftate the amount of the trade of England in 1704.
In the year 1704, the whole export of England to
a1l the world, amounted to 6,509,000l. Immedi-
ately prior to the year 1775, the whole export

trade to all the world, ftood at about 16,000,000l
Frowm
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From the firft peopling of England down to tha
year 1794, the accumulated induitry of England,
produced little more than 6,000,00cl. But in
little better than half a century nearly 10,000,000,
were added to this. To what was this alteration
owing ? To the colony trade. OFf this laft fum of
nearly 10,000,000l the colony export amounted to
above 6,000,000l.——and was fuppofed to have
been a caufe of the increafe of the other parts of
the export. The colony trade alone, in the latter
period, was equal to the entire trade in the former.

AFTER this fhort flate of the progrefs of Eng-
land, let me call your attention frgr a moment to
the inference which may be drawn from it, I fay
then, that from comparing the two different ftages
into which I have divided the progre(s of England,
it appears, that during the firft period the had been
ftruggling with a falfe policy, of which fhe felt the
effefts, but was ignorant of the caufe. This is
evident, by her having been outdone by Holland,
in the fame attempt ; but who, either by fuperior
wifdom or better fortune, had taken another courfe.
During this time however, accident and her own
ambition, had led England into a fyftem of colo-
nifing. Under a variety of fortunes thefe colonies
had increafed. In thefe colonies then fhe found a
remedy for that difeafe which her own’intemperance
had brought upon her.

As the dearnefs of her manufactures, occafioned
by the fhackles which had been thrown upon her
trade, bad excluded her from markets which fhe
would have been obliged #0 court, fhe was fortunate
in having found thofe where the could diare. She
owed her profit to her powerof ditating to fo largean
erpire as fhe held in fubje@ion. She barricaded
her intercourfe with the colonies by every infiru-

" ment
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ment which enormous expence could enable her
to colle&t—ihe 'precluded all other nations from

competition, for fhe knew it would have been
fatal. |

Acain, the revenue acquired by the coleny
exports, was not as the revenue acquired by the
exports to independent kingdoms wouldhave
been, clear gain. England expended 200,000,000!.
1n the {fupport and prefervation of this complicated
{yftem of commerce. She did fo: and while fur-
rounding nations fat, as in a theatre, thefilent {pec-
tators of this difplay of her power, the fpring of
libertyis touched, the lights of her glory fink, and
the {plendid machinery on which fo many millions
had been lavifhed, vanifhes for ever !

Bur I will not take advantage in argument, of
the miferable termination which has been put to
the commercial grandeur'of England ; I will fup-
pofe that grandeur :to fubfilt. What follows from
the example? That to fupport afyftem of pro-
hibition, a {yftem of monopoly is neceflary. ‘That to
fupport thefe {yitems fo contrary to the interefts of
mankind, a nation mufl fight, the muft negotiate,
fhe muft conquer or colonize. Therefore a fyftem
of probibition alsme is not to be fuppotted. ' But can
- Ireland fight, negociate, conquer or colonize? Has
{he 200,000,000l. to expend in thefe purfuits, or if
fhe had, would fhe fo expend it ? But 1 will quit 2Aés
view of England, from which it clearly appears,
that ber conduét affords no example againft the
truth,of ‘that commercial theory, which I have en-
deavoured to eftablith. I will take a view of ,Eng-
land fironger againit my own argument. Sepa-
rate the two periods into which the trade of Eng-
land has been divided, and take the latter. From
the year 1904,England was all prohibition and mo-

nopoly
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nopoly; fhe was at the fame time all activity, 4ll
power, and all wealth. Were not the latter then the
effects of the former ? I fhall admit they were ; but
I will itill fay, that even this view of England af-
fords no example againit the general theory.

Ir we include the dominions of England, in Eu-
rope, in the Eaft, and in the Weft, we fhall find that
her empire, like that of ancient Rome, ““ compre-
¢ hended the faireft part of the earth, and the moft
“ civilized portion of mankind*.” = She exceeded
antient Rome in extent of territory, in infinite va-
riety of foil and climate, and in the dexterity and
ingenuity of her fubjets. Foran empire like this,
who included withm her/felf, every produétion that
could relieve the neceflities, or gratify the luxuries
of mankind, to prohibit was hardly to exclude.
She could {upply herfelf, within herfelf, with every
thing. This example only proves, that in propor-
tion as empire extends over fertile foils, and vari-
ous climates, and in proportion as it can command
the range of human.ingenuity, its wants of exter-
nal commerce are leflened, . The effects of a pro-
hibitory fyftem therefore, become only lefs pernici-
ous as this propertion increafes. . The empire of
China may venture to defpife and to thwart foreign
commerce ; but thefe examples, though exceptions,
juftify the general theory-——they fhew the variety
of circumftances which are required by apy {late
to juffify a deviation from it. But it will be faid,
that England owed her extent of dominion to the
very ‘fyftem which I oppofe. It is not fo. She
fought for dominion, and the nation which fights,
cannot be faid to owe her greatnefs to any fyltem.
Her fucceffes will be determined by accidents, the
rife of which cannot be forefeen or commanded.—

Had

“®* Gibbon.
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Had Harry the Fourth of France fucceeded quiet-
ly to his crown; had France been able to purfue
his politics after his death ; or in a later period, had
not the projects of Louis the Fourteenth direéted in
fome degree the French activity from commercial
purfuits, the flight of England muft have been low-
cred.  The misfortunes which the charater of Phi-
lip the Second of Spain entailed upon that country,
contributed not a little to elevate the fortune of
England. Thefe were circumftances which no pe-
netration could forefee, and which if forefeen, no
fyftem could have controlled.

TuEe example of France, who purfued the fame
fyftem as England, will, no doubt, be urged againft
me—but it will be urged againft me in vain,

SuLLy, the wifeft politician, and the honefleft
minifter that ever ferved a grateful mafter, as foon
as the fettlement of the government enabled him,
encouraged the agriculture of France™ not by mo-
noplies or prohibitions, but by lightening as much
as poffible the burthen of taxation on the hufband.-
man, and by encouraging him to expet a fteady
pofleflion of his profits and of his capital. Under this
wife fyftem, the nation fpeedily recovered from the
injuries of a civil war. Under it fhe would have
flourithed. But Colbert, who came fome time af-
ter him, lefs fagacious and more impatient, threw
a greedy eye upon the gaudinefs of manufacture.
He prohibited from abroad, and he encouraged at
home. = What was the confequence ? Manufactures
flourifhed, but agriculture decayed.

Tae French ever fince the time of Colbert, tho’
the moft induftrious people in Europe, and poffe(-
fing the moft fertile territory, have been more  fre-
quently fubje& to famine than any other nation.
The fhuttle flew, and the people flarved! ‘This is

the
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the confequence of attempting to increafe the in-
duftry of a people, without having previoufly in-
creafed their capital. This is precifely taking from
one body of fubjects a quantity of induftry and ca-
pital, and giving it to another—turning the tide of
indufry out of its watural and fixed channel, into an
artificial, and confequently an uncertam ome. France
has been for fome years endeavouring to correct the
miftakes of Colbert.

Bur if what I have ftated of France were not
true, her example would not juftify Ireland.
France may be compared to one of thofe great
empires which have been already mentioned. Her
colonies were confiderable. She commanded above
16,000,000 of people at home; fhe poflefled above
150,000 fquare miles of the moft fertile territory,
fituated in the moft beneficent climate in Europe.
Can Ireland, narrowed in her territory, lefs fertile
in her foil, with fomething under 3,000,000 of peo-
ple, and under  the influence of a more fullen cli-
mate, prefume to deviate into the policy of France?
What then remains for her? To reject a fyfiem
contradicted by theory, and unwarranted by ex-
ample.

I may now, I think, venture to gffert, that the
country which is enabled to exchange the {malleft
proportion of any commodity which it has, and
which it does not want, for the greateft proportion
of any commodity which it has not, and which it
does want, is the moit likely to become rich. It
is evident that this cannot be attained by any me-
thod but by an open market. But as a market en-
tirely open cannot be expected in any country
which has the expences of its government to defray,
a market as near to an open one as thofe expences

will admit, is moft to be defired. The advantage%
. 0
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of an open market has been as evident in practicé
as L hope it now appears in theory. From the tak-
ing of Tyre by Alexander, to the taking of St.
Euftatia by Admiral Rodney,* there has not-been
‘a fingle inftance of any place declaring,. and
preferving itlelf a free port, which has not rifen into
a degree of wealth, infinitely beyond any thing

which has been acquired by other fyfiems of po-
licy. |

It has been, I think, clearly {hewn, that the
principle of fecuring the home market againft a fo-
reign intercourfe, by protecting duties, would be
generally inpurious ; but I will forego the advan-
tage of my own argument.. I will for a moment,
fuppofe the clamours of our countrymen to be
founded in found policy, and I will admit that a pro-
te€ting duty, inftead of having been proved to be
an injurious (yftem of poliey, had appeared to have
been a falutary one. However found a general
principle of policy .may appear, it will fometimes
happen, that a country may find fuch a combination
of circumitances to arife from her connecions and
fituation, as to warrant a deviation from it, o

: S TR
ApMITTING then, that the meafure of proteting
duties, inflead of being a meafure injurious to com.
merce, was an encouragement and an afliftance.
to it ; I will venture to affert, that there is now fuch
a combination of circumftances in the connections
and {ituation of Ireland, as fhould induce her to-
deviate from it.  Itis natural to man to dwell with °
peculiar complacency upon the phantoms of his
own imagination—he confiders them as real objects

* 1 do not intend to fuggeft any likenefs between the two

. heroes by placing them together. ~In three circumftances in-

deed they afford fome likenefim—rapacity, infolence, and good
fortune.

truly
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truly f,eprefented nor once perceives the medium
through which they are difforted. What'is true of
mdmduals, will be generally true of governments
and of nanonsf—the fame paﬁions excite, the fame
fancies mlﬂead To deteét this propenfity in indi-
viduals and in ftates, may he ufeful on the prefent
pccaﬁon It may teach them both to avoid hazard-
ing experiments, where want of fucce(s and total
ruin ftand for each other,

IReLaND is at this inftant in-pofleffion of a brancl:
of trade, in which fhe ftands confefledly f{uperior
to any nation in the world : it has long enriched the
whole, and now aCtually employsa moiety of hes
people *. Of this manufacture; the whole of what
has hitherto been exported, has been exported -to
Great Britain ; and nine tenths of what has heen fent
there, has been confumed there. T'heactual fub-
fiftence then of one half, and the eafe and wealth
of the whole of the people of this kingdom depend
not merely upon the general trade of Great Bii-
tain, but upon altual confumption within that
kingdom,

We are now clamouring for duties, the avow-
€d purpole of which is to prevent the introduction

4nto this kmgdqm of the ftaple commodity of that

country, whofe internal confumption is the fole
ource of cour. induftry and our wealth. Forbear-
ance and ‘generofity have feldom been national
charalteriffies any where ; but if they were, we
could have little hope of their prevalence in Great
Britain. *» The counfels of Great Britain have been
mofe influenced by pride and felfithne(s, than thole

* . Befide the whole province of Ulfter—the following coun-
ties have each of them a fhare of this trade more or lefs, viz.
Louth, King’s County, Queen’s - County, Drogheda, Dubli in,
S!rfo, Mayo, Rofcommon, Cork and Kildare.

perhaps
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perhaps of any other nation. The general charac-
ter of nations, and the particular charafter of Great
Britain, therefore, warrant the opinion, that fhe will
be asready to retaliate the injury, as we are to in-
flict it. ‘

PerMiT me then, to flate at once our gain
and lofs upon this occafion, and let felf-intereft
draw the conclufion. We gain a certainty of
fupplying ourfelves at home with particular articles
of confumption, which we are now furnifhed with
from a foreign market. ‘This is the only cerrain
advantage (and were I difpofed to argue all that
could be argued, it might perhaps be proved, that
even this is problematical*) which can attend this
meafure. We alfo open to ourlelves a probability,
or rather a poflibility of improving thofe manufac-
tures in whofe favour the duties are intended, fo
far as to be able to vie with other nations in foreign
markets : fo that we fee the whole extent of be-
nefit, which can, even by the moft fortunate iffue,

accrue from the adoption of this meafure, confifts in

advancing the woollen and cotton manufacories,
to the fame degree of national advantage which
arifes from the linen at prefent.’ Thus ftands our
account of gain. The lofs which will attend it;
confifts in a certain deftruction of our linen manu-
facture—a manufacture already matured, neceffary
to all the purpofes of home confumption and

* When the ‘encouragement given to fmuggling by every
high duty, comes to be confidered, it will appear that" this af=
fertion is well founded<—that 2 high duty cannot always proteét.
This will be particularly true, with regard to Great Britain and
Treland ; froin: the neighbourbood of their coafts, and from the
appointinent of the officers of revenue in Ireland, being in the
handsof Englifhmen. - From this laft circumftance it is not pro-
bable, that a law, which is in fa¢t a bteibe to our governors
to encourage fmuggling, will be carried very rigoroufly into
execution, AP

' foreign
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foreign ﬁ:pgly, which affords an immenfe revenue
to the kingdom, into which the genius of the people
hath been turned, from the firft dawn of induftry
among them ; and for what ? For the chance of an
event which fucceeding to our utmoft withes, can
at laft only place us in the fame degree of confe-
quence, as 4 trading nation, that we at prefent en-

Joy.

Bur you will fay, that I have been all this time
arguing on a falfe fuppofition. That [ have {up-
po%ed England to purfue a conduct which the will
not. Let us examine this matter. You deny that
England will prohibit the importation of our linens;
you f{ay that it is not confiftent with the felfith
charalter of the Englifh, to fubje themfelves to an
inconvenience merely to revenge a lofs. The
validity of the charge then againft me, depends
upon England’s fuffering an inconvenience from the
probibition of Irifh linen. If I fhew to you that Eng-
land will gain confiderably by the prohibition of
our linens, you are no longer protected by their
felfith chara&er,

Look then at the Englith flatutes relating to
the importation .of "linens, from the 10 Ann. c.
19. downwards; you will fee that the confumption
of foreign linen in England is fubjetted to a weighty
duty. How does that duty operate? As a pre-
mium upon the confumption of Irith linen. Take
away the duty, what will be the effe¢t? That the
manufacturers of Ireland in the Britith markets
could ‘beunderfold by the Germans, &c. from
15 10 20 per cent. The very circumftance of
relieving foreign linens from the duty which they
are liable to pay at prefent, would operate as a pro-=
hibition upon the importation of ours. I fay as a
prohibition, for where there could be no dem?nd,
there



h b T ™ W g -

oA B

there would be no importation : And what individual
in England would pay 20 per cent. more (for a
piece of linen, merely becaufe it was made in
Ireland, than he could get a piece of linen ‘of any
other country for ? The induftry of England is by
thefe laws taxed to fupport the induftry of I_rcl'a-’n%
The difference of price is the fame thing as the'dif-
ference of labour, in procuring any article ; and
if a tax compels you to pay a higher price for any
article than you could have procured it for if that
tax had not exifted,  that tax difables you from be-
ing able to produce {o much by your labour as you
could have done without it. . Add to this, that there
is another tax upon the induftry'of England to fup-
port the indultry of Ireland, T mean the bounties
which” are 'paid from' on¢ halfpenny to three
halfpence, ‘upon Irith linens‘exported from Great
Britain ; the amount of that bounty paid upon the
exportation of Irifh linen, muft be produced by the
labour of England. Vo ol | '

“ Bur fuppefing that'this advantage did not hold
itfelf out as a teimptation to England.  Suppofing
that they counld not ealec themfelves of a confider-
able part of their ‘burthens, by attacking the indul-
try of Ireland in this unfortified part ; let us examine
whether ‘there “be not fome other inducements
to 1it. 3

- I1'is mucheafter after any art has arrived to any
tolerable degree of perfe&ion, to raile it up tothe
higheft degree of refinement of which it is capable,
than to raife it from its firft rudiments up to thar
tolerable ftate. 'The firft awkward attempts of in-
dufiry got over, the way becomes lefs difficult as
we afcend.. Hence arts which have been travelling
fér ‘centuries towards a middle ftate will gain the
fammit of perfeCtion in the courle of a few years.

There
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There is now, and has been for a confiderable
time paft, a linen manufacture exifting in Great
Britain. It has gone beyond that middle itate, 1o
attain which, is the difficult part of the progrefs.
It has been computed, that this manufalture has
employed not lefs than 800,000 perfons. The
neceflity which England, from her late misfortunes,
now labours under, of feeking for every refource of
wealth within herfelf, would fully juftify her policy
in_endeavouring to make her linen manufature a
Jecond fiaple of England. It has already become a
eafing objet of national contemplation. In the
laft feflion of ‘parliament, it engaged the attention
of the country gentlemen'; and"the eloquence of
fome of the fenators of England was employed in
perfuading parliament to adopt fome method of en-
couraging 1T, by protecling duttes: And as among
other good effets of our free trade, a cargo of our
‘oratory is, we underftand,” intended to be export-
ed, and offered for the {upply of the Englith mar-
ket ; we may yet hear of Irifh provincial founds
being tuned to the meafure of Englifh protecting
duties ! -
~ You percéive. then, how the intereft of England
is doubly tempted to ruin us. On the one hand,
to relieve herfélf from the weighty tax of taking
our linensat a price of 15 or 20 per cent. dearer
“ than fhe could {upply herfelf elfewhere ; or on the
other, to affift the progrefs of arifing and a fa-
- yvourite manufadture of her own. Refufe the ad-
miflion of her manufactures into -your ports,
and you add the flimulations of revenge to the
urgency of avarice. You can then have little to
hope from the intereft, and furely nothing to ex-
~ pect from the benevolence of England.  That trade
* which has been hitherto .the {ource of employment
- and of wealth, will be loft to us for ever.
, - D Wz
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Wn caft off that full grown offspring whlch had
long nourithed and  fupported us, and adopt g
fickly infant, whofe arriving at maturity is at be
doubtful. We give up. a fair inheritance of ample
revenue, for an uncertain reverfion, which can at
laft but equal what we at prefent enjoy ; and for the
chance of enabling generatlons yet unborn, to ar-
rive at the jame rank in the commereial {'yﬁcm
which we now relinquith, reduce ourfelves to in-
ftant beggary !' Did .we facrifice prefent advan-
tages to give an increafe of wealth and dignity to
future ages, the refinement of patriotiim might

applaud the deed: but here we have prefent po-

verty without future benefit—We cannot even
expet the gratitude of pofterity, to reward us for
our {elf-denial. From this fingle inftance then, we
may collect how big with deftruétion to this country
that meafure would prove, which is now prefled
upon us for our approbation.. Were it neceffary to
extend our obfervation, it would be eafy to fhew,
that this is not the only afpeét in which the adop-
tion of this plan, would have a malignant influence
upon the welfare of this kingdom—Not only that
general jealoufy which would inftantly arife a-
mong all nations, from a fyftem founded on a prin-
ciple of menopoly, fhould be avoided ; but the
conneétion of this country with England, is fuch as
would render the raifing fuch a fentiment there,
fraught with peculiar danger. Where the inte-
reft of governors and governed are fuppofed to be
at variance, there never can be peace; it will be at
the beft “ a flate of fmother'd war :” and though we
may; now, with a degree of pride due  to our virtu-
ous efforts, fay, that we are not governed by Eng-
land, we are yet govemed by Englithmen.
The will ever think it neceffary, to: preferve the
mteref’cs of that kingdom from which they are fent;
and will certainly oppofe the adoption of meafuln;cs

that
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that will appear to them, to have no other objett in
view, than to diftrefs the people of that country.

Ir we examine into the {pirit which diftates this
plan, we will findit to be the pride of equality ; not
an attention to profit—fhould we however purfue,
it will be an equality of wrong, not an equality of
right ; of injury, not of benefit ; of folly, not of wif
dom. We grow rich by the exchange of commo-
dities ; and as we extend our markets, we increafe
the opportunities of acquiring. We haveat prefent
a market in fome degree extenfive; but by the
falfe policy of our neighbours, mot fo extenfive as
we could with. In order to remedy. this inconve=
nience, we narrow that {tile more, which we com-

lain is already too {mall ;" we complain of the
felfith jealoufy of England, and at the fame moment
juftify her by following her example. We fee then,
that in every point of view; in which this meafure
can be confidered, as we ftand connected with
England, it is a meafure full of impolicy and ruin:
and that even allowing the general principle of
a protecting duty to be 4 juit one, there are many
circumftances in the prefent fituation of Ireland,
with refpect to that country, which iwould not only

warrant but demand a deviation. |

* Bur it isnot only her relation to England, which
fhould induce this deviation.

T ue {yitem of commercial intercourfe now com-
mencing between the old and the new world,
feems likely to prove a fource of wealth and power,
of the extent of which any intercourfe which has
been Hitherto carried on by mankind, can give but
an inadequate idéa. Ircland is fituate in a climate
of fo even a temperature, that its ports are equally
acceflible at all feafons. Thisis a bleffing to whicﬁ

' " Eh3 a
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the northern “part of the continent of Europe, and
almoft the whole northern part of the continent of
America are entirely ftrangers. Thefe two dif-
tinguifhed portions of the globe, are now peopled
by the moft active part of the human race.” Be-
fides its being fituated in 4 climate {o advantageous
to commerce, the fhipping of both continents muit
take their departure from, or make the land of
Ireland in their voyages. Irelard is the: uniting
fpot, where the inhabitants of both hemifpheres will
hail each other.

Tue perfons moft fkilled in the:American trade
admit, that they can make five voyages between
any of the weftern ports of Ireland and America,
in the fame fpace of time that they can make
three to any of the trading ports of England. Ire-
Jand has the advantage of: fituation therefore over
the neareft parts of Europe, as five to three: her
climate and her pofition then, are both pointing the
way her to glory. What is that way which they are
pointing at? To make herfelf a general market
tor the commodities of two worlds,

By a general #imarket, I mean a place provided
with that general .affortment of - goods, that fhips
unlading the commodities of any one country, may
find that variety of articles by which they can; in
one fpot, procure a completely aflorted cargo, to
carry back whence they came.

In a commercial intercourfe between two coun-
tries of great extent, where one abounds in a va-
riety of fine manufactures, the eftablithment of one
fpot; as a general market, is an inflitution {o ufeful
that it muft take place fomewhere. * The reafon. is
‘evident. 'The profit of freight is the great infiru-
‘ment by which the ‘particular channel of all com-

‘ mercial
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‘mercial intercourfe is traced and determined.—
‘Whatever mode of intercourfe will afford the great-
-eft profits of freight, that mode will be followed.
In whatever intercourfe a general market comes to
be eftablifhed, the profits of freight are more than
doubled. For this reafon, every perfon engaged
in the carrying trade, will find it his iatereft” to
make common caufe with all the reft of the body of -
the people engaged in the {ame bufinefs, to eita- -
blith one general market. That general market
will always be eftablithed, where the laws of the
country are moft favourable to the perfons and pro-
perty of individuals ; and where the reftraints up-

-on export and import are the feweft and the leatt

burdenfome. If to thefe ‘advantages fhould be
added, in any one place, thofe of climate and po-
fition, the effablithm=nt of a general market, in that
place muft be inevitable. That the profits of
freight are increafed, thatis, that intercourft ts fa-
cilitated, by the ufe of a.general market, let me il-
luftrate by an inftance.

A suir freighted from America with the rude
commodities of that country, will make the greateft
poflible profit of the freight of that fingle cargo, if
fthe can difpofe of it all in one fpot, and return.

“If fhe thould, from a want of demand in one, be
obliged to break her bulk and go to many places, her

- profit will be letfened : in as much asit is the fame

expence of labour and capital, in a veffel of, I fup-
pofe, 100_tons burden, to carry 20 tons, as it'is
to carry 100 tons—but the profits on the carriage of
20 tuns'can be but one fifth part of the profit on
the carriage of 100, But her profit will be increafed
beyond the greatelt poflible profit upon a firft caz-
g6, if fhe can at the{ame port, where (he finds a
“demand for the wholeof her rude cargo, find allo
‘a complete aflortment of manufactured goods to
' | - carry
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carry back. Being loaded both out and home,
her profits of fieight are doubled. But if in orde:

to load herfelf both out and home, {he fhould be
obliged to go to feveral ports, either to difpofe of
her firft cargo, or to procure an affortment of a fe-
cond cargo, her profits of freight muft be diminifh-
ed. For veflels of bulk cannot, in the common
courfe of demand, be loaded entirely with one kind
of fine manufactured goods, as they canwith one
kind of rude commodity. A fmall bulk of the firfi,
will be of infinitely more value, thana great bulk
of the latter. y

Here then, confifts the advantage of one ge-
neral market. That by increafing the quantity of
“demand in one fpot, fhipping can come fully laden
with manufactured goods of onme fort, which may
afterwards be broken into affortments, for the re-
turn cargoes of thofe veflels which brought the rude
commodities : and thofe wveflels which came with
manufatured goods, may freight themf{elves home-
ward, with fuch rude materials as they may want.
The profits of freight, are therefore, more than
double to all the trading parties : for in being able
to carry goods in large cargoes, and in being able
to freight both out and home, is the great profit
of the carrying trade. Hence it is, that articles
of manufaGure can frequently be had from a ge-
neral market, cheaper than from the very {pot
where they were manufactured. 'The ports which
are now in pofleflion of this general market, prin-
cipally London, Amfterdam and Rotterdam, are
in_point of fituation, highly inconvenient. They
have {uperadded fome inconveniences alfo, by their
laws, ~Ireland has the advantage of the world in
fituation for this purpofe. She has this further ad-
vantage, that fhe is not at prefent incumbered
by any impolitic laws, which by intangling them-

A | - felves
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{elves in the whole bufinefs of commerce, are found
i"éi‘} difficult'to be got rid of, even after the im-
policy of them has been dif¢overed and acknow-
lédgpd. 0 '

ThaT this'is the true fyftem then for Ireland to

im:ﬁai:, will, T believe, now ‘hardly be denied.—

.et us examine the effe&t which the new regulations
of prote@ing duties, will have upon this {yftem.

RY prote@ing duties, you hinder the ‘admiffion
of any manufaftures into your ' €ountry : and
you muft look to the induftry of 'your'own people,
and to the length of your own capital, for your be-
ing able to fupply any’ forcign demand. Ameri-
cais fetting out at the fame time with Ireland. She
is connetted with Ircland by the {ympathy which
ftruggles, though different in their means, yet fimi-
lar in their end, naturally excite. She is'conneted
with her by the ties of private relationfhip, by old
habits of intercourfe, and by {peaking one common
language., She has no refentments to affuage a-
gainft Ireland, as fhe has again{t Great Britain.

From thef@ circumftances it follows, that Tre-
land muft beeome the favourite market of America,
if Ireland will fuffer herfelf to be made fo. But
America is a gréat market, and her wants are im-
mediate, However Ireland might be favoured, yet
if America _cannot be fupplied here, and fupplied
here immediately, the muft be fapplied elfewhere.

T at means by which the people of Ireland ex-
pett to'afford a'fupply for foreign demand, is by
protecting duties.  But allowing this inftrument the

I force which its admirers imagine it poflefles, it
Wil take many years before it can raile up a fuf-
““ficient flock of induftry, and a capital to enable it

S e X to
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to fupply a forelgn demand——many years before.
it can even equa! the home demand. Now what is to
become of the American demand for all this time.
The demands of America are zmmediate. Our hope
of being able to {upply that demand by the meansof
proteéting duties, is remote. Are the meansthen
adequate to the end ? They are not : for while this
wonderful machine of regulation s toiling-to pro-
duce its effelts, years will” elapfe ; and during thofe
years, the people of America muft wear coats,

thoes, hats, and flockings. They muft goto thofe
places where they can procure them. And while we
are patiently waiting the effetts.of our admirable
regulation, America will have formed all her cor-
* re(pondences ; her markets will be'eftablithed, her
connexions fixed, and the whole texture of her
commerce will become fo interwoven with that

of , other nations, that it will. be impoflible to tear
them afunder. We are then difabling outfelves
from fnpplylng a market. when we have one, that
we may be able to fupply a market when we fhall
not have one to fupply,

By what policy ought we to purfue inftead of
this? To open our ports as much as poffible to
every fpecies of foreign intercourfe, inftead of clo-
fing them againit any. To encourage by every
means in our _power, every acceflion of foreign
{fupply, of foreign wealth, and foreign indufiry a-
mongit us, that we may be enabled to fupport the
demand in a foreign market, for which we have not
ourfelves .a fufficient fiock either of indufiry or
materials, To learn as fpeedily as we can,
that to procure the greateft poflible quantity of any
commodity, for the fmalleft pofiible exertion of la-
bour, is the only pofition, the practice of which can
lead 1o folid wealth~—that if you can procure from
foreigners any commodity upon cheaper terms,

that
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that is, for the produce of lefs labour than you can
make it for yourfelf, always to take it—that fuch a
dealing with a foreigner, always leads to as much
induftry at home as if you made the commaodity,
and produces more; for that no foreigner will
fupply you with goods, unle(s you have fomething
to-give him in exchange for it ; and that to procure
that fomething, you muft work—that every indivi-
dual is a better judge in his own place, of the
method of turning his indufiry to profit, than any
legiflature upon earth can be—and that therefore
the only found encouragement, -which. an r legifla-
ture can give to induftry, is to protect it #fom ex-
ternal interruption, and internal oppreflion, and then
let it work for itfelf.

Tuey who will ftudy thefe important conclu-
fions, founded in the relations of mnature, may be
ufeful, if they will be bufy. But if inftead of learn-
ing fuch general and wholefome truths, they fhould
give themfelves up to the fatal enthufiafms of their
own uninformed imaginations, and yet be aftive—
they will be active like Ravaillac.” The utmoft
happinels which can attend them is, that they fhould
continue undeceived—and like Ravaillac, die praif-
ing God, for having conducted their dagger to the
heart of their country’s glory |

PermiT me now, before I quit you, to draw
your attention to one or two local circumitances,

THE poor manufadurers of Dublin have been exe
ceedingly difirefled : and it is fitting that fome caufe
fhould be afligned for it—that fome remedy fhould
be difcovered. = It is faid, that there have been 7000
people out of employment. It is true, that fince
the peace,” above 100,000 people, by the reduction
of the army and navy, have been alfo c‘iepriv«ecll‘l of

: their
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their employments: and it is equally trye, that thefe
100.000 people have contrived fo {ubfift, by get-
ting fome other employments. But that is no rea-
fon, that 7000 people, who, as they have been mo
clamorous, 1 fuppofe, muft have been more dif-
trefled, fhould be neglected. ey @

It has been a cuftom with the generous nobility

and gentry of 'this country, whenever they, have
heard of 2 flacknefs in the demand for the'manu-
factures of Dublin, to enter into a fubfciption ta
fupport thein.  This practice, which no doubt,
proceedid from a very generous principle, has pro-
duced an effect direétly oppofite to that for which
it was intended. The cultom of {ubfcribing upon
any cry of diftrefs, has given the mafter manufac-
turer a very extraordinary intereft. It has given
him a profit arifing from the diffrefs of the working
people whom he employs: he therefore, takes eve-
ry method in his power to_continue and promote
it. From the knowledge which the mafter manu-
faQurers have of the readinefs in the inhabitants of
Dublin to fubfcribe, whenever the profits of a re-
gular trade do not entirely anfwer their moft ava-
ricious expectations, they immediately {top all their
looms, turn off all their workmen, and fend them
flarving into the fireets, that by their clamours
they may produce a frefh fublcription. - The mis-
forfune of amanufacture heing feated in 2 capital
city, aids this iniquity exceedingly. AS foon as
the fubfcription” has become tolerably full, they fet
to work, and continue fo until the profits of the
fubfeription have been putinto their pockets. They
then turn off their workmen again ; that by another
clamour, another fubfcription may be raifed. Nay,
to fuch a refinement has this bafenefs been carried,
that upon an expetation of the city becoming full
_towards winter, thefe mafters have turned off all

- thely
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their wg,rjg%lqn; tho’ there has not been the leaft
flacknefs of demand, to juftify fuch a proceed-
ng,. .. .

THE aggravation of this diftrefs being pointed
out, the mitigation of it will become eafy. If a
trade cannot be fupported without fubfcription, the
fooner the induftry of the people can be turned
into fome other channel the better, If it can fup-
port itfelf without fubfcription, to be clamoured into
fubfcriptions is to feed avarice and idlenefs, and to
render the mafter manufadturers of Dublin the
mafters of the kingdom.

Mucau of this evil has arifen from the manufac-
ture having been feated in a capital city. It con-
tributes to whatever real evil may exiit, by increa-
fing the attual dearnefs of the manufacture, from
the actual dearnefs of fubfiftence in the capital.
It contributes to whatever artificial evil may exift,
by enabling a body of workmen almoft to over-
awe the legiflature; which becomes a perpetual
inducement to the mafter manufaturers to ftarve

them.

- Ler the country gentlemen, particularly thofe
who have eftates. in the weft and in the fouth of
Ireland, recollet one effe&t which muft neceflarily
follow the granting of a protetting duty : It will be
a duty-to €nable the manufacture to continue in
Dublin, and to extend itfelf in Dublin. When
once fuch a duty fhall come into force, it prevents
for ever the removal or extenfion of the manufac-
ture from Dublin. It will operate as a monopoly
in.fayour of Dublin—and confequently againit all
the reft of the kingdom. The particular internal
circumftances of the kingdom, and its external
connection, point out the fertile plains of the weg:
an
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and fouth of Ireland, as the proper fiations of the
manufacture. ‘There the 'great cheapnefs of
labour, and the vicinity to the harbours which open
the communication to America, might enable the
manufacturers to contend with the length of capital,
and fuperior dexterity of -a neighbouring kingdom :
But a protecting duty will operate as a prohibition
to every {p=cies of improvement throughout the
kingdom.  The capital may flourifh, but the nation
will decay, ., T ¢ ' g

TuERE s a circumitance which fhould be men-
tioned here, as it may contribute to eafe the minds
of the people. _ If ever there were an adminiftrati-
on in any country, which deferved the confidence of
the people; it is the adminiftration of this country.
It deferves the confidence of the people, becaufe it
was made by the people. - Upon a late change in
England, anew Lord Lieutenant was fent over here,
who chofe the men to advife government, who had
heen the conduétors of the people, and in their con-
fidence: thefe men have been continued. The
prefent adminiftration therefore, is the adminiftration
of the people. This circumftance feems to have
changed the nature of our confiitution, and made
the people refponfible to government, not govern-
ment to the people. #

I mave now gone through the tafk which I had
impofed upon myfelf. It was rather to pomt out to
you where you might acquire information, than to
pretend to give it to youmyielf. I know your de-
fire to be active and to be ufeful. I am apprehen-
{ive however, that you look too eageily to that po-
pularapplaufe which is fo frequently the fource of
aflivity among the gentlemen of the Houfe of
Commons. But be careful. To be ufeful to the
people is not always the way to gain their efteem :

| and
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and even if you fhould be fortunate enough to gain
it, a life of the moft unremitting induftry and the
moft rigid integrity may not preferve it to you. You
may remember to have feen a man in this country
more highly graced by popular applaufe, than any
of his cotemporaries. You may remember that this
man deferved it, by having found his countrymen
in a ftate of the moft abject {lavery, and having con-
ducted them forward to the moft perfect indepen-
dence that by combining the exertions of a
daring genius, and a perfevering {pirit together, he
led them to the difcovery of wnkmown land—te a
land of Ziberty, unthought of, and unfought before !

You have feen this man, as he ought to have
been, exalted by the gratitude of the people whom
hehad ferved. And you have again feen this man,
for a paltry difference of opinion with that people
whom he had (o ferved, fripped of the honours
which he had fo well deferved _at their hands, and
loaded with all the bitternefs of abufe, which a ran-
corous difpofition could fuggeft !

TuE brilliancy .of his former fervices remained
unfullied ; the complexion of his integrity was un-
tainted : yet he was vilified! Tho this fhould .
teach you to fet a true value upon popular applaufe,
let it not tempt you to contemn your countrymen.
It is not the vice of Irithmen ; it is the vice of
mankind. It is not Ireland; it is the habitable
globe. " Columbus re-traced the Atlantic, Joaded
with chains, by the ingratitude of companions,
who owed a #ew world to his fervices !

1 have the honour to be, &c.

FI NS
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