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C O N S I D E R A T I O N S
o n  t h e  E F F E C T S  o f

P R O T E C T I N G  D U T I E S ,

I n  a  L E T T E R  t o  a  N E W L Y - E L E C T E D  

M E M B E R  o f  P A R L I A M E N T ,

. , S  I R ,

Y O  U  are now arrived at that period o f  your life, 
and at that ftation among your countrymen, in 
which the determinations o f  your mind, and the 
condudt which thofe determinations will lead you 
to adopt, muft neceflarily become of importance 
to t'hofe around you. I have been fufficiently 
acquainted with the courfe of your ftudy, to know 
that you are not deficient in capacity, and that 
the mode o f your education has in fome degree, 
fettled you into habits o f diligence. M y  appre- 
henfions for you are not built upon thefe foun­
dations ; they arife from m y knowledge of the 
nature o f  that tfock o f ideas which you have 
acquired, and o f the particular turn o f  thinking in 
which you have been trained. M y  fears are, that 
all which you have hitherto acquired, altho’ it may, 
and in truth I believe will, prove of fome ornament 
to you as a Gentleman, can have but fmall force 
in forwarding you as a man of bufinefs.
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T h e  hiftorians o f  R om e have not handed dow n '  
to. us any confiderable details of the commercial 

T y f t e m s  of the old world ; nor does the reafoning 
of Demofthene.s apply itfelf much to the policy o f  
trading nations. Yet it is fomething to have been 
in the habit of acquiring. A  mind accuftomed 
in this manner to furnifh itfelf with the ideas o f  
other men, will more readily gain upon any 
fubjeft however novel it may be, than one which 
has to acquire its materials for thought and its 
habits o f  thinking together.

O f  all the knowledge which you  can pofTefs, 
the knowledge of commerce in its general prin­
ciples and in its detail of fads, will prove o f moft 
honour to yourfelf, and o f moft profit to your 
country. T h e time at which this knowledge mud 
prove moft fingularly beneficial, will be during the 
prefent feilion of parliament. And during the 
prefent feilion of parliament, no queftion of com- 
merce can arife which will involve fo much of the 
rifing profperity of the kingdom, as that which 
will come in the firft inüance before you for deter­
mination-------—the quejmn of protecting duties. In
the decifion of this queftion will be laid the foun­
dation of the commercial fyflem of Ireland. You 
perceive then how you are preffed, fcarcely any 
thing as yet known, and almoft every thing to be 
inftantly decided ; this at once then (hews you my 
inducement, and conftitutes my apology.

T he fpirit of the ïrifh nation has been already 
tried;its wifdom muftfhortly be difcovered. T o  
pant after the poffeflion of liberty, is the effedt o f 
an univerfal feeling in human nature; it has fallen 
to the lot of few to enjoy it— but it has fallen 
to the lot of fewer ftill to enjoy it to its true purpofes ; 
to render that activity which it infpires fubfervient



to the fatisfadion o f  life, to the augmentation o f 
its enjoyments, and to the mitigation o f its fuf- 
.erings. T h e  moment o f the acquifition o f  liberty, 
is a moment o f  danger to any country. T h e 
people from that period will be a& ive; but the 
afhvity o f  unikilfulnefs may impoverifh and dif- 
grace a nation as well as an individual.

I g n o r a n c e  may preferve liberty--------- -but it
will be liberty in tatters : knowledge only can pre­
ferve and enjoy her in the complications and refine­
ments o f  civil fociety. For thr^e millions o f  peo­
ple to eftablifh their freedom, it is only neceifary 
that thev fhould unite in a determination to be free. 
T h e  dulleil head in fociety may contrive, and the 
weakeft hand affift the execution o f  fuch a purpofe. 
T o  overpower an union o f this nature would never 
pay for the exertion which it would require. But 
after the objed  of that union has been attained, a 
nation will require every aflifiance that natural 
fagacity and acquired information can afford. In 
proportion as a national fpirit has been roufed, it 
becomes neceifary for caution to ftep in to re­
gulate its progrefs.

T o  acquire the power o f being happy, and to 
apply that power to its objedt, demand' very dif­
ferent modifications o f  the paillons, and very 
different exertions o f the underftanding. Common 
place hiftory affords us examples, and common 
experience confirms the truth o f them, that to 
obtain a vi&ory, and to enjoy the profits o f that 
victory, are too often feparated.

W e have conquered. Let us now endeavour 
to be happy. T o  be nappy as anation, I mean 
to be induftrious and to be rich. I am not for the 
Spartan profits o f vidtory. Iron money, and black
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bread, could afford but fmall inducements to an 
Irifhrnin, who, in the moft deplorable moments of 
the depreffion and poverty of his country, has con­
trived to keep a pait of its beef for his own con- 
fumption, and to exchange another part of it with 
his neighbour for claret.

T h e  inftitutions of commerce are of all others, 
the moft pernicious, or the moft beneficial-, their 
effedts are always more extenfive, they penetrate 
farther into the general bufinefs of life, and mingle 
themfelves more completely in the general mafs 
o f  our tranfadtions, than any other branches ot 
political ceconomy. Other inftitutions are lefs fre­
quently called forth into adtion. T h e  rules of 
landed property, for inftance, cannot operate fo 
extenfively. It is not every hour that land changes 
its mafter. Every man in the community is not 
a land owner ; but every man in the community 
eats, drinks, and wears cloaths; and is hourly en­
gaged in the increafe, confumption, or exchange 
o f thofe neceffaries of his life. In proportion as 
commercial inftitutions extend in their ehedVs, 
thefe effedts become more minute and numerous. 
T o  afcertain therefore and arrange them, to trace 
them through their different ftages up to their true 
caufes, mixed and perverted as they are by the 
ingenuity o f pride and avarice, require a greater 
fhare of patience, and of ikill in the ordinary 
courtes of bufinefs, than can fall to the fhare of 
many.

T o  difcriminate and to arrange, require in fome 
degree a fcientific education. *1 o collect commer­
cial materials for fuch purpofes, requires long atten­
tion and a clofe infight into various branches ot 
bufinefs. T o  be a man of fcience, and at 
the fame time a man of bufinefs, requires a rare
combination of endowments. The ftudent feldom

treats



treats the workfhop with any civility. Experience, 
that fafeft guide in moft other relearches, tho’ it 
may be o f ibme ufe, yet certainly cannot afford us 
a view diffidently entenfive in this enquiry. T h is 
is a fubjedt on which experiment cannot well be 
hazarded : the expences to fociety are too great, 
the confequences not fucceeding, too fatal. Befides 

-that the length of a life will hardly afford time to 
draw a conclufion : we are born too late to fee 
the beginning, and we die too foon to fee the end 
o f  many things. Cautious as we ought to be, we 
mult however truft fomething to information. W e  
cannot col left all ourfelves, we muft therefore be 
content at fome time to make ufe o f the labours 
o f  others.

I t  is a circumftance to be lamented,.that in our 
own country, the place where we could be beft 
enabled to extend our enquiries, and to afcertain 
every circumftance with the higheft degree o f pre- 
cifion, fcarcely any fuch materials as we now want 
are to be found. T h e  hiftory o f  T o m  T h u m b 
and the hiftory o f Iriih Commerce, could be afford­
ed by the bookfeller at nearly the fame price. In 
every period of the hiftory o f  our country, we are 
prefented with misfortunes enough to have af­
forded us knowledge. But one peculiarity o f  our 
fituation has been, that we have fuftained the 
weight o f  mifery, without the benefit of that expe­
rience and caution which generally arife from dif- 
trefs. W e  have frequently received the ftroke o f 
poverty, but have not yet learned how to ward 
the blow. This is owing to our having been 
paiTive on the ftage o f  Europe.

I r e l a n d  has been a fufferer, but not an aftOr,
• Our misfortunes have not ârifen from the errors 

o f our own a&ivitv. T h e mother-country, as ihe
his
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has proudly termed herfelf, and our fifter king­
dom as we now affeft to ftile her, took upon her­
felf the aftive part as a kingdom. She never 
gave us any thing to do, but always fomething 
to bear -to fhare her misfortunes whenever 
ihe was miftaken ; but to be a fpeftator only, not 
a fharer of her advantages when fhe proved fuc- 
cefsful. Like the flaves in a Roman family, who 
were doomed to the general proicription, when 
the enemies of their mailer’s fadion were triumph­
ant, tho’ they had received little but whips and 
hard labour in the days o f  his profperity.

T h e  principal advantages arifing from a & i v i t y  
and atting for ourfelves, either as nations or indi­
viduals, are derived from the habits o f bufinefs in  
which particular men are trained, from the know- 
edge of fads which they acquire, and from th e  

details which they can afcertain in all the different 
parts of public or private intercourfe. W h e n  
thefe are fully known, their true forms as they 
ixand by themfelves, and their conne&ing parts 
p  they ftand related to each other, thoroughly 
inveftigated, and familiarly imprinted on the mind, 
lyitems of intercourfe become readily formed 
and the molt ignorant can take advantage of the 
labours of the moft fkilful in fociety. But fuch 
advantages our fituation unhappily precluded us
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T o  debafe us ftill more, the errors o f govern­
ment were fo palpable, the impreffions o f  thofe
errors were fo fevere, that to feel was to know___
inference or dedudbon became ufelefs, and being 
utelefs were not cultivated. Hence our men, fup 
pofed to be, and iuppofing themfelves to be men
o bufinefs, have ftudied_ modes of clamorous in- 
vedhve, rather than o f  ferious inveftigation ; and

particular



particular abufè has fupplied the place o f  general 
reafoning. T o  fuch a ftate o f  fubftantial and in- 
telleétual poverty has the domination o f  England 
reduced us. W hen I fpeak in fuch terms of what 
has paft, I do not mean to open again the fources 
o f  dilcontent, or to blame thofe tranfaflions as 
h a v i n g  exhibited on the part o f England any pecu­
liar marks of political depravity. T h ey  arole from 
a fdlfe fyjlem of commerce* from the ruinous fpirit
o f  M O N O P O L Y .

/
I f then we have fuffered fo long and fo feverely 

by  this fpirit of our fitter kingdom, (ball we as the 
firft a it  o f our own free-will, adopt and enforce 
the fame fyftem ourfelves ? Shall we prove to E n g ­
land that we are Englifhmen in e v e r y  h ing  but 
their power, their induftry, and their wealth ?

Y o u  will perhaps reply to what I have faid, o f  
the little information which can be obtained in 
the tranfa&ions of our country, or from the know­
ledge o f our countrymen, that although the 
traniaftions o f our country are as barren o f ma­
terials as I have afferted them to be, yet, that our 
men of bufinefs can hardly warrant the obferva- 
tion which has been made on them. Y ou  will 
perhaps urge againft me the examples o f our 
orators and our patriots. Believe me when I tell 
you, that you muft not look for examples o f ufeful 
knowledge, or o f true virtue among them. W e  
have had men, whofe formation has rendered it 
doubtful whether nature was a prodigal or a mifer
---------Ifo lavifh has (he been to them in the powers
of the underftanding, and fo niggardly in the 
virtues of the heart. W e  have feen fuch men de­
vote their youth, thé graceful and I believe the 
honeft part of life, to the indulgence of the moft 
lhameful and pernicious appetites. When the
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body has funk under this torrent o f  animal grati­
fication, the atrocious vigour o f  their genius has 
exerted itfelf, without diftraftion or interruption. 
A n unmixed feverity o f ftudy has fucceeded to 
an unreftrained licentioufnefs o f enjoyment. 
Gloomy and diftruftful even in the very lap 
of pleafure, it could not be expefted that they 
ihould have warmed into chearfulnefs, or relaxed 
into fociability by the intenfenefs o f application. 
From this retirement they have come forth adorn­
ed but not amiable, wife but not ufeful. T h e  
application of our acquittions determines the mo­
tive o f acquiring. Their induftry has been point­
ed only to difplay the rniferies o f  their country, 
but never to explain or enforce the methods of 
removing them. T h ey  have bent the powers o f 
their imagination to the miferable employment o f  
inventing combinations o f reproachful and abufive 
terms againft their antagonifts, until our language 
has funk under their exertions. T h ey  feem to 
have ranged the paths o f fcience, and colleded its 
materials together for no other purpofe than to 
gild the bitternefs o f perfonal invedtive, with thefe 
fplendid productions o f their labours. Clamor­
ous tribunes o f the people, when the people were 
without hope, raifmg a futile oppofition and pointing 
their exertions to little objeâs, becaufe thofe objefts 
were the favourites of government ; but fhrinking 
into and continuing the trickling adulatorsof a paltry 
court, when a lucky junfture of circumftances 
opened a way to the courfe of the folid profperity 
of their countrymen. After this when they have 
nckened at the applaufes which followed fome 
daring attempts in favour of liberty, we have feen 
them refign the profits o f venality, to the hopes o f  
regaining their loft charadçr : and we have feen 
that contented cuckold— the people, with open

arms
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arms again receive them , ího ’ reeking from the 
v e ry  bed o f  proftitution.*

T h is  is the general defcription o f  modern pa- 
triotifm, and modern patriotifm is to our political, 
what a modern difeafe is to our animal constitution. 
T h e y  are equally the children o f  licentioufnefs *: 
they equally faften upon the fources o f exiftence 
in their unhappy fubjeds ; equally manifeft their 
vigour by  their venom ; and nothing but the ap­
plication o f  a metallic poifon can ftcp the progrefs 
o f  either. Gold is to the political what mercury is 
to the animal infeftion. T h e minifter and the 
phyfician who apply them, are equally juftified b y  
dreadful neceility. T h e y  do, it is true, flop the kil- 
ling progrefs o f  the diftemper ; but the ftrength o f 
the patients wafte, and their beauties fade, under the 
malignant qualities o f thofe medicines which can on­
ly prolong exiftence. From a conne&ion with fuch 
men you cannot hope for advantage. It would be 
dangerous to follow, and they will not luffer you 
to lead them.

H a v i n g  given you thefe general cautions left 
you fhould be milled by the noife o f  party, or the 
glitter o f individuals, or left you fhould wafte your 
time in feeking for information where it is not to 
be found, I fhall now proceed to lay before you 
fome matters which I know you are candid and 
honeft enough to wiih for. T o  this end I fhall 
require from you a little more fobriety o f  attention 
than I believe you have found it neceflary yet to 
beftow.

T he

„  * p ? ° p le  o f  I re land  h av e  been to ld ,  t h a t  “  th e
a f f e â i o n s  of a poli t ic ian  a re  a lw a y s  m a t t e r  o f  (pecu la ­
t io n .  H is  judden reverfes o f  a f fe& io n  a re  llii l  m o re  

“  fufpieious.”
Smdercorabe’s letter in Lord Town&end’s time*
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T h f.  demand which I apprehend will be made 
from the wifdom of parliament, by fome of thofe 
gentlemen whofe opinions coincide with the prefcnt 
difpofitions of the people is, that certain duties ihaîî 
be laid on the importation from Great Britain, o f  
all goods of the various branches of the woollen and 

. cotton manufactures, fo as to prevent in the home 
market a poffibility of competition between thefe 
foreign fabrics and articles of the like nature, the pro­
duce of our own labour. Thefe duties fo intended to 
be demanded, are now called by the popular name 
o f ■protecting duties. The policy of thrs fyftem of 
protecting duties, I underftand to be by preferving 
the home market without any competition, to give 
to our own manufactures fuch an extenfion of 
demand, and fuch a certainty of profit as may 
enable us, by increafing the ikill of our manu­
facturers, and our capital employed in thofe parti­
cular branches o f bufineis, to vie hereafter in 
foreign markets with foreign artifts.

T hi s  I apprehend to be a plain and full ftate
of the queftion'---------of the means, and of the end
propofed to be attained by thofe means. From 
this itate I apprehend it appears, that they \yho in- 
fift upon the meafure of protecting duties, as an 
inftrument necetfary to the commercial profperity 
of this country, muft admit that we are underfold 
by foreign manufacturers in our own markets. 
It is not material to the prefent bufinefs from what 
circumftances this cheapnels of the articles 
arifes, if the faft be fo. I fcarcely think it ne- 
ceffary to anfwer the idle reproach thrown out 
againit the people of this country, of a partial fond- 
nefs for the productions of other countries, when 
they can get their own as good and as cheap.

Whoever



W hoever ihall go into a fair in the country 
or into the Houle of Commons in Dublin, which 
is, or we all know ought to be, the Reprefcntative 
of all thc fairs  in the country, will quickly perceivc 
that foppery is not the predominant vice o f the 
good people o f Ireland. I am ready to grant 
that a few perhaps may be found in both places
who are what their neighbours call Beaux - ___ 1
but thofe are very few ; and their cart o f  character 
is generally drawn into fome unpleafant notice, 
both in the honourable Houfe and in the fair, by 
the falutary wit o f a nick-name. It muft be ad­
mitted then, that the caufe o f  this demand upon 
our iegiflature is, that we are underfold at home.

r  B e f o r e  any legiflature ihould carry a propo- 
ution of this nature into a law : into a law likely to 
operate fo extensively as this neceffarily m „ft do, 
they ihould be fully fatisfied o f  the truth o f  this
aiTeilion—---------that it will be a law likely to ope-
raie to the good o f  the whole community. I f  it 
ihould operate immediately to the good o f any one 
particular part, without at the fame time operating 
to the injury o f  any other particular part, I appre­
hend it would be a law operating ultimately to 
the good o f the whole: inafmuch as the wealth o f  
one part muft neceliarily di'ffufe itfelf in a degree 
through the remainder. But if  it ihould be a la w  
operating to the profit o f  any one part o f the com­
munity, at an expence equivalent to that profit 

irown upon any other parts o f  the community, 
it could not be a law operating to the good o f the 
whole. I f  the profit o f  the one part were precife- 
Jy equal to the lofs fuftained bv the other part 
and fo there were no adual lofs fuftained, yet it 
would be a law not only not operating to the good
o t ie  who e, but a law adtually operating to the 
injury o f  the whole. For it would turn the tide
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o f induftry out of its natural and fixed channel, 
into an artificial, and confequently an uncertain

one.

A nd again, admitting the profits to be precifely 
equal to the lofs, yet ftill if the profit were given 
entirely to one part of the community, and if the 
Iofs were divided among many parts ot it, it 
would be a dangerous, and^confequently an inju­
rious law. For the profit which was given to one 
part, being heaped in one fpot, the increale would 
be eafily difcerned : but the lofs, although equal 
to the profit, yet being divided into many parts, 
the diminution could not be perceived ; and thus 
the community would be cheated into a beliet ot 
an increafe o f wealth, which it had actually never 
acquired------ a dangerous and injurious belief !

I h a v e  have ftated the matter in thefe various 
points of view, becaufe I am fully perfuaded that 
to afcertain whether the meafurc of protecting; 
duties, will operate ultimately to the good ot the 
whole community, it will be neceifary to examine 
it in every one of them. You may call me for­
mal if you pleafe, for the manner in which 1 have
done this------ but if by becoming more formal 1
fhall become more clear, if I can convince your 
undemanding, by affording you an opportunity 
to laugh a little at me, I fhall give you your jeit, 
and proceed with my argument.

T he  general fyftem of England in her com ­
merce, has been "this fyftem of reftraint and pro­
tection, with fome occafional deviations however 
from her general rule. T h e general fyftem of 
Holland, on the contrary, has been a fyftemof 
commerce free and unprotected, with fome occa­
fional deviations into the fyftem o f England--------- -
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into reftraint and protection. Both countries have 
in general purfued lyftems diredly ‘ oppofite, but 
they have occafionally adopted the maxims o f  each 
other. Both countries working under thefe op- 
pofite plans o f  commercial intercourfe, have ac­
quired a degree o f  wealth and power unknown to 
the other ftates o f  Europe. I have made thefe 
obfervations upon the different condudt o f  the tw o 
countries, not that I intend to apply them immedi­
ately, but that you may carry them in your recol­
lection until the application will be too obvious to 
eicape you.

H a v i n g  endeavoured to prepare your mind by 
the foregoing obfervations for this examination, I 
ihall trouble you to follow me while I examine a 
<jueftion which comes home to the “  bufinefs and 
bofom” of every Irifhman— whether the meafure of 
protecting duties, as I have before ftated it, is a 
meafure which it would be prudent in the legifla- 
ture o f Ireland to adopt : either circumftanced as 
Ireland is at prefent, or in any other circumftances 
in which we can conceive her to exift?

I r e l a n d  m u d  adopt it then, either as a principle 
univerfally ufeful, or as one which would be ufeful 
to her from her particular circumftances.

W e fhall prefently  fee how  far it can be confi- 
dered as a principle univerfally ufeful, b y  fuppo- 
l'mg it carried univerfally into execution.

T he  mifts o f  prejudice, and the clouds o f error 
which relaxed the induftry and defaced the morals 
o f  Europe, for fo many centuries after thedownfal 
o f  the Roman empire, have been for above 200 
years lad paft gradually evaporating and difperf- 
ing. T h e  different nations of Europe are now

beginning
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beginning clearly to perceive the advantages re- 
fulting from general commerce, of enabling each 
other to participate of the productions of different 
foils and climates, and of the different exertions 
o f human induftry and invention. With the eager- 
nefs natural to human nature upon the appearance 
o f a new objedt o f hope, they are now all running 
the ráce of commerce. If the Irifh ihould adopt 
thismeafure as a general principle, it is not probable 
that the falutary regimen will remain long a fecrtt. 
The wifdom of our Volunteers has already ap­
peared in the Amfterdam gazette------ and that is
a paper, as George Faulkner faid of the Dublin 
Journal, read in the coffee houfes of Conftanti- 
nople and Dunftable. The wifdom of Ireland
muft ftamp authority on it------ let us fuppofe it
then univerfally adopted. T o  a benevolent mind, 
no profpedt can be more delightful, than the con­
templation of the univerfal adoption o f a principle 
which, wherever it is received, muft give new 
hands to induftry, and new wings to invention. 
Let us indulge ourfelves in the pleafing hope of 
feeing England prohibit our linen and our beef, 
the wines and fruit of Portugal, Spain or France : 
Portugal, or Spain, prohibit the hardware and 
the woollens of England, the linen and the beef 
of Ireland ; and America prohibit every thing.

In' fhort let us fuppofe, in imitation o f the wif­
dom of Ireland, a complete and univerfal preven­
tion to take place in every country, of the importati­
on o f every article which could in any way be fabri­
cated at home, or for which any fuccedaneum could 
be difcovered. Alas ! what is become o f our bene­
volence now ? Shall fhe never drink punch again ? 
Every thing being prevented from being imported

every



r 1 5  3
every where,any thing cannot be exported anywhere. 
A fter fuch a conclufion, it would be ridiculous to 
dwell upon this part o f  the fubjeft any longer. But 
I ihall go farther. 1 ihall fuppofe fora little time, that 
the eagernefs of imitation, or the fweets o f  retali­
ation and revenge, would not in this cafe operate 
as they operate in moft cafes on mankind, and 
that no fuch univerfal adoption of this commercial 
principle, as I have mentioned, fhould take place. 
On the contrary, I will fuppofe the reft o f  Europe, 
particularly England, fo blind or fo tender-hearted 
as to permit Ireland to attempt to enrich herfeif at 
their expence. Y e t  I fhall not fcruple to aflert, 
that however freely fhe might be permitted to in­
dulge herfeif in her fchemes o f  aggrandifement, 
without danger o f retaliation from England or any 
other country, fhe could not enrich herfeif by any 
fuch meaiure.

T o  fave the inconvenience of contradi&ion, and 
perverfiorr, it is often necefl'ary to ftate that which is 
already known and admitted. That we may afcertain 
what the means are by which a nation may moft 
probably be enriched, it will be neceifary for us to 
afk in what the wealth o f a nation confifts ? For 
the fake of truth, we fhould be accurate even to 
enumeration in this particular. It is ealÿ for falfe, 
to wear the appearance o f true reafoning, when it 
travels through general and undefined terms, and 
gives us a comparifon where an inftance fhould 
be produced.

T he wealth o f  a nation then confifts in that 
flock of materials, whatever thofe materials may be, 
which are neçeffary or pleafing to the exiftence o f 
man— which conftitute his neceiTaries or his com­
forts. This ftock of materials may be faid to con- 
fift particularly of food, cloaths, houfes, • houihold
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furniture, buildings for the aflifiance o f labour or 
the prefervation of goods, money, improvements 
o f  land, of all the different articles, in whatever 
flage of preparation they may be of which thefe
are compounded-------—to thefe mufi be added, as
a part of the flock, the acquired and ufeful ikill o f 
all the inhabitants. I pretend not to be perfectly 
accurate in this enumeration. Something in the 
hurry in which I am obliged to call upon my 
memory, may have efcaped me. It will be fuffi- 
cient for me, if I fhall be able to point your at­
tention to the proper obje&s.

O f the whole quantity of thefe materials which 
are called flock, fome part o f it is neceffarily ap­
propriated to the immediate confumption of the 
people, and confequently cannot increafe. T h e  
other part, after having laid by all that is neceiTary 
for immediate confumption, is kept as a fubjeft 
o f the induftry of the people to work upon, and by 
working upon to increafe, and is called the capital. 
What is true of a nation in this particular, is true 
of every individual in it. Every man will find this 
divifion take place in his property. Although I 
have enumerated the fkill of the inhabitants among 
the different articles of flock, it is palpable that it 
is of a different nature from the reft. It is the vital 
principle of the whole capital. It is a collection o f 
iprings, by which all the various parts of the capital 
are moved. The five Dutchmen who were caft 
away on thecoaft of Greenland, had, I fuppofe, as 
much induftry and lkill as any of their countrymen 
who refided in Holland ; but for want of materials, 
that is, capital to work upon, they were neceifitated 
to fpend the half of their days in ileep, and the 
whole of them in poverty.

Hence



H e n c e  it follows, that any attempt to increafe 
the induftry of the fociety, without, at the Cims 
time, increafing the quantity o f  materials upon 
which that induftry is to work, muft fail o f fuccels. 
Thar, and that only, which adds to the wealth o f 
a nation, is the difference between thofe articles 
which are added to the capital o f the fociety, by 
the induftry of its members, and thofe which are 
taken from it within the fame fpace o f time for, 
their confumption. Now what regulation o f  com ­
merce, prohibiting the importation o f  any given 
commodity, can increafe that difference. ^You 
reply, that by invigorating the induftry of fociety, 
you will thereby increafe the quantity of materials 
for it to work upon. No. T h e  induftry o f  every 
fociety is proportioned to a certain increaie o f  its 
materials, and by that certain increafe o f  its 
materials, a foundation is laid for a new accelhon 
oi induftry. Eut if you would fuddenly increaie 
the induftry of any fociety, beyond what the former 
increafe o f its materials has laid a foundation for, 
you muft all'o fuddenly increafe the quantity o f  
materials beyond the former flock.

T h e  increafe of materials muft, by the inevitable 
relation of things, precede the increafe o f induftry. 
T h e  firft ftroke of the induftry of man was applied 
to materials, preyioufly provided by nature. Had 
thefe materials not been previyufly provided, his 
induftry j never could have had a. commencement. 
Having, I think, clearly proved, that an in­
creafe o f materials muft precede an increafe o f  in­
duftry, it remains to be fhewn. whether a protecting 
duty can prepare that increafe o f  the flock o f m a­
terials. It cannot. A  protecting duty when en­
abled, will not add an additional number of 
ploughfhares, to aiiift the hand of man in tilling 
the earth. It will not dive into the earth to procure
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the i'on to make that ploughfhare. It will not 
procure corn to be fown, nor leather to be tanned, 
nor wrol i be fpun. Is it expeded that the magic 
o f a proieding duty, will operate as powerfully as 
the agency of the Grecian deities, and' caufe a 
horfe and an olive tree to fpring at once from the 
earth, for the ufe o f  its favourite city ?

As it is obvious then, that a protecting duty can­
not, of ittelf, increafe the quantity of materials in 
any country ; and, as it is equally obvious, that in­
dustry cannot be maintained without a capital of 
materials to work upon, it follows inevitably, that 
an inftrument which cannot previoufly increafe the 
quantity of materials or capital, can never increafe 
the induftry o f any country.

B u t , after this reafoning, however convincing 
it may appear in theory, fome account muft be 
given to you of that appearance in other countries, 
which, as it has always followed the enading of 
proteding duties, has therefore been always con­
sidered as an effed of it. I mean the increafe o f 
that particular manufadure, in favour of which 
proteding duties have been enaded.

E x p e r i e n c e  here feems to be diredly againft 
the reafoning of which I have made ufe. I admit, 
that wherever aproteding duty has been enaded, an 
increafe o f the particular manufadure in favour of 
which it was enaded has followed. I admit, that 
this effed is apparently againfi: the reafoning which 
I have laid before you : but I fay, that it is only 
fo apparently. For although I admit, that where- 
ever a proteding duty has been enaded, an in­
creafe of the particular manufacture has followed; 
yet, I deny that thereby the wealth of the whole 
community has been increafed. This will be beft

explained
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explained by tracing the efFeCts o f  a protecting 
duty. Let me fuppofe then a protecting duty 
had actually taken place in favour o f  our woollen 
manufactures. T h e  effeCt o f this would be an 
immediate activity in that branch o f  buiinels. But 
b y  what means does the protecting duty produce 
this efteCt ? By obliging every confumer in the 
community to pay a price for goods; which other- 
wife he would not do. Remember, that the 
reafon for a protecting duty is, that the fame fort 
o f  g°°d s can be had eliewhere, better or cheaper. 
W hat then is the confumer compelied to? T o  
pay a greater price for the lame goods, or the fame 
price for worte goods than he could otherwife have 
obtained.

N o w  what is the price that the confumer pays ? 
M oney you will fay. No. M oney is the inftru- 
ment by which he facilitates the exchange; but 
the price which he actually pays, is fo much as he 
gave o f his labour and lkill, working upon his ca­
pital to acquire that money. W hat is the aCtual 
efFeCt then o f  a protecting duty upon the whole 
community? It compels every confumer to ^ive 
fo much more o f  his time, labour, and lkill, work- 
ing upon his capital, for the commodity o f  which 
he ftands in need, than he otherwife fhould have 
done.

T h e  revenue of every country is produced by 
the labour o f  the inhabitants, operating upon its 
capital. T h e  addition to the wealth o f any coun­
try, is made by the difference between its con- 
fumption and its revenue. If then the inhabitants 
fhall be compelled to give fo much more of their 
revenue, that is, their  ̂ labour, working upon their 
capital, for any part of,their confumption, than 
they otherwiie fhould have done, it is obvious

. C  2 that
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that they produce fo much lefs by their labour, and 
by c o n fe q u e n c e ,  the difference between the amount 
o f the c o n fu m p tio n ,  a n d  revenue of the country is 
lefiened, n o t  increafed.

T he policy of every legiilature fhould be, to 
enable its people to obtain the greateft poflible

• quantity of every kind of confumable commodity, 
by the fmalleft poflîble exertion of labour ; f o r  the 
lefs labour it is neceflary to exert in the acquifiti- 
on of any particular commodity, the more may be 
fpaied for the acquifition of others. Hence the 
advantages of all (orts of machines, in the abridg- 
nient of all forts of labour. Here then is a policy 
direôtïy oppcfite t o  that general rule. It obliges 
every confumer of woollen cloth, to give a greater 
exertion to his labour, for the acquifition of that 
which could have been obtained for a lefs. It 
operates upon every confumer, as if he were tranf- 
ported to a climate lefs friendly, and a foil lefs 
fertile than that in which he had lived. He is obli­
ged to exert himfelf more to live as well as he had 
before done. It operates as a tax upon every con- 
fumer in the country, the amount of which is put 
into the pockets of a few of the manufacturers. 
Now, as the number of confumers of any one ar­
ticle muit infinitely exceed that of the manufac­
turers, how can any legiflature juftify the taxation 
of a larger body of its fubjeds in favour of a fmall- 
er. But in a trading country moft of the conta­
iners of any particular commodity are themfelves 
manufadurers. In proportion as they are taxed 
for any article of confumption, they will raife the 
price of every article of their own manufadure 
upon other confumers. Hence the rife of every 
article of manufadure, in confequence of the rile 
Gf one------hence the unfitnefs, from the univerfal
dearnefs of commodities, to fupply foreign markets

.----- hencç
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*— 1— hence the verv manufacturers, in whofe fa­
vour a protecting duty ihould be en'aóted, would 
be themielves taxed to pay the price o f their own 
avarice.

E u t  it will be anfwered to this argument, that it 
proves too much. T hat it proves that no country 
could have fucceeded, where fuch a miferable policy 
had been adopted. That the initance o f  England 
where this policy Was adopted, proves the fallacy o f  
the argument. But I reply, that the infiance o f  E n g ­
land does not prove the fallacy o f  the argument. 
On the contrary, it illuftrates and enforces its 
truth. It is the want o f attention to the particulars 
o f  the progrefs o f England that deceives. England 
began very early to addidt herfelf to commerce. 
In this purfuit ihe had the advantage o f  moft of 
her prefent competitors, by having begun before 
them. England began very early to difplay the 
marks of her blundering avarice, her prohibitions 
both of export and import. Y e t with much in- 
dufiry, frugality, and a very arrogant fpirit o f  mo­
nopoly, her commercial fuccefs, until about the 
commencement o f  the prefent century, was but 
fmali.

If we compare the commercial advancement o f  
England with that o f Holland, we fhall find that 
ihe was infinitely outdone by Holland before 
this lait century ; yet England fet out with an infi­
nitely greater extent o f territory, and exceeded 
Holland in the numbers o f her people, in the 
fertility of her foil, and the quantity of her capital. 
Add to the diladvantages of Holland, that ihe be­
gan her courfe under the burthen o f a war carried 
on in her own country, againft a powerful and im­
placable mafter, who endeavoured with his whole 
force to harafs and opprefs her. She efcaped

from



from this ; but ihe efcaped with an unfettled go­
vernment, a fmall capital, and that capital in 
debt. Holland however had proceeded on a better 
plan than England had, and ihe fucceeded accord­
ingly. T h e firft confiderable advance which E n g ­
land made in her commerce,, did not proceed from 
any advantages which ihe produced in her own 
market.

T h e  wars with the Dutch in the time o f the 
Commonwealth, and in the reign of Charles the 
Second, difturbed their commerce fo much, that 
England was enabled to feize a part o f that body 
which ihe had féparated and fcattered. Her na­
tural ftrength enabled her to cope with the acquir­
ed power of her wifer adverfary. After thefe 
wars the firft confiderable addition to the com­
merce of England was obferved i but this was the 
plunder of a robber, not the profit o f a merchant. 
From this period, that is from the end of the war, 
which was concluded by the peace of Nimeguen, 
in 1678, to the year 1704., the increafe of the 
Engliih commerce was not of any extraordinary 
magnitude. Scarcely any thing but what will 
be added by every frugal nation to its capital, 
by the difference between the produce o f  its 
induftry and its confumption. Not fo much 
as would have been added to it, had every 
one of her ports been as open as St. Euftatia 
was at the time of its late capture. I take the 
year 1704 particularly, becaufe I am enabled from 
the papers which were laid upon the table in the 
Englifh Houfe of Commons, in the year 1 7 7 5 , to 
ftate the amount of the trade of England in 1 704. 
In the year 1704, the whole export of England to 
all the world, amounted to 6,509*0001. Immedi­
ately prior to the year 1775, the whole export 
trade to all the world, flood at about 16,000,00ol.

F r o m
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F r o m  the firft peopling o f  England down to the 
year 1704, the accumulated ioduftry o f  England, 
produced little more than 6,ooo,oool. But in 
little better than half a century nearly jO,ooo,oool. 
were added to this. T o  what was this alteration 
owing ? T o  the colony trade. O f  this laft fum o f  
nearly 1 o ,000,oool. the colony export amounted to
above 6,ooo,oool.------ and was fuppofed to have
been a caufe o f the increafe o f  the other parts o f  
the export. T h e  colony trade alone, in the latter 
period, was equal to the entire trade in the former.

A f t e r  this ihort ftate o f  the progrefs o f  Eng­
land, let me call your attention for a moment To 
the inference which may be drawn from it. I fay 
then, that from comparing the two different ftages 
into which I have divided the progrefs o f England, 
it appears, that during the firft period fhe had been 
ftruggling with a falfe policy, o f  which fhe felt the 
effeds, but was ignorant o f  the caufe. This is 
evident, by her having been outdone by Holland, 
in the fame attempt; but who, either by fuperior 
wifdom or better fortune, had taken another courfe. 
During this time however, accident and her own 
ambition, had led England into a fyftem o f  colo- 
nifmg. Under a variety o f  fortunes thefe colonies 
had increafed. In thefe colonies then ihe found a 
remedy for that difeafe which her own intemperance 
had brought upon her.

A s  the dearnefs o f her manufadures, occafioned 
by the (hackles which had been thrown upon her 
trade, had excluded lier from markets which ihe 
would have been obliged to court, (he was fortunate 
in having found thofe where fhe could dillate. She 
owed her profit to her power o f didatin'gto fo large an 
empire as fhe held in fubjedion. She barricaded 
her intercourfe with the colonies by every inftru-
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ment which enormous expence could enable her 
to colled— fhe ' precluded all other nations from 
competition, for (he knew it would have been 
fatal.

A g a i n , the revenue acquired by the colony 
exports, was not as the revenue acquired by the 
exports to independent kingdoms would have 
been, clear gain. England expended 200,000,0001. 
in the fupport and prefervation of this complicated 
fyftem of commerce. She did fo : and while fur- 
rounding nations fat, as in a theatre, the filent fpec- 
tators of this difplay of her power, the fpring of 
liberty is touched, the lights of her glory fink, and 
the fplendid machinery on which fo many millions 
had been lavifhed, vanifhes for ever !

B u t  I will not take advantage in argument, o f 
the miferable termination which has been put to 
the commercial grandeur of England ; I will fup- 
pole that grandeur to fubfill. What follows from 
the example ? That to fupport a fyftem of pro­
hibition:, a fyftem of monopoly is neceil’ary. That to 
fupport thefe fyftems io contrary to the interefts of 
mankind, a nation muft fight, (lie muft negotiate, 
ihe muft conquer or colonize. Therefore a fyftem 
of prohibition alone is not to be fupported. But can 
Ireland fight, negociate, conquer or colonize ? Has 
ihe 200,000,0001. to expend in thefe purfuits, or if 
fhe had, would fhe fo expend it ? But 1 will quit this 
view of England, from which it clearly appears, 
that her conduit affords no example againft the 
truth of that commercial theory, which 1 have en­
deavoured to eftabliíh. I will take a view of Eng­
land ftronger againft my own argument. Sepa­
rate the two periods into which the trade of Eng­
land has been divided, and take the latter. From 
the year 1704,England was all prohibition and mo­

nopoly
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nopoly; ihe \va6 at the fame time all activity, all 
power, and all wealth. W ere not the latter then the 
effects o f  the former ? I fhall admit they were ; but 
I will Hill fay, that even this view o f England af­
fords no example againft the general theory.

I f  we include the dominions o f England, in Eu­
rope, in the Eaft, and in the W eft, we (hall find that 
her empire, like that o f  ancient Rome, “  compre- 
“  hended the faireft part o f  the earth, and the moft 
“  civilized portion o f  mankind*.” She exceeded 
antient Rome in extent of territory, in infinite va­
riety o f foil and climate, and in the dexterity and 
ingenuity of her fubjeits. For an empire like this, 
who included within herfelf\ every production that 
could relieve the neceffities, or gratify the luxuries 
o f  mankind, to prohibit was hardly to exclude. 
She could fupply herfelf, within herfelf, with every 
thing. This example only proves, that in propor­
tion as empire extends over fertile foils, and vari­
ous climates, and in proportion as it can command 
the range o f human ingenuity, its wants of exter­
nal commerce are leffened. The effedts o f  a pro­
hibitory fyftem therefore, become only lefs pernici­
ous as this proportion increafes. T h e  empire of 
China may venture to defpife and to thwart foreign 
commerce ; but thefe examples, though exceptions, 
juftify the general theory— 'they fhew the variety 
o f  circumftances which are required by any ftate 
to juftify a deviation from it. But it will be (kid, 
that England owed her extent o f  dominion to the 
very fyftem which I oppofe. It is not fo. She 
fought for dominion, and the nation which fights, 
cannot be faid to owe her greatnefs to any fyftem. 
Her fuccelles will be determined by accidents, the 
rife of which cannot be foreleen or commanded.— .

Had
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Had Harry the Fourth of France fucceeded quiet- 
ly to his crown ; had France been able to purfue 
his politics after his death ; or in. a later period, had 
not the piojedts of Louis the Fourteenth directed in 
fome degree the French activity from commercial 
purluits, the flight of England muít have been low­
ered. The misfortunes which the charaéter of Phi­
lip the Second o f Spain entailed upon that country 
contributed not a little to elevate the fortune o f  
England. Thefe were circumftances which no pe­
netration could forefee, and which if forefeen, no 
fyftem could have controlled.

T HE example o f France, who purfued the fame 
fyftem as England, will, no doubt, be urged againft 
me— but it will be urged againft me in vain.

S u l l y ,  the wifeft politician, and the honefleft 
mini iter that ever ferved a grateful mafter, as foon 
as the fettlement o f the government enabled him 
encouraged the agriculture o f  France : not by mo- 
noplies or prohibitions, but by lightening as much 
as poliible the burthen of taxation on the huiband- 
man, and by encouraging him to exped a fleady 
poffeffion of his profits and o f his capital. Under this 
wile fyftem, the nation ipeedily recovered from the 
injuries o f a civil war. Under it Ihe would have 
nounfhed Eut Colbert, who came fome time af- 
ter him, lefs fagacious and more impatient, threw 
a greedy eye upon the gaudinefs o f manufacture. 
H e  prohibited from abroad, and he encouraged at 
home What was the confequence ? Manufactures 
nouriihed, but agriculture decayed.

T he French ever fince the time o f Colbert, tho’ 
the moft induftrious people in Europe, and poifef-

g  , e fertiIe territory, have been more fre* 
quently fubjeft to famine than any other nation.
■l he ihuttle flew, and the people flarved ! This is

the
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the confequence o f attempting to increafe the in­
duftry o f  a people, without having previouily in- 
creafed their capital. This is precifely taking from 
one body o f  fubjedts a quantity o f induftry and ca­
pital, and giving it to another— '■turning the tide of 
induflry out o f its natural and fixed channel, into an 
artificial, and confequently an uncertain one. France 
has been for fome years endeavouring to correct the 
miftakes o f  Colbert.

B u t  i f  what I have ftated o f  France were not 
true, her example would not juftify Ireland. 
France may be compared to one o f  thofe great 
empires which have been already mentioned. Her 
colonies were confiderable. She commanded above 
1 6,000,000 o f  people at home ; fhe poilefled above 
x 50,000 fquare miles o f  the moft fertile territory, 
fituated in the moft beneficent climate in Europe. 
Can Ireland, narrowed in her territory, lefs fertile 
in  her foil, with fomething under 3,000,000 o f peo­
ple, and under the influence o f  a more fullen cli­
mate, prefume to deviate into the policy o f France ? 
W hat then remains for her? T o  rejeft a fyftem 
contradicted by  theory, and unwarranted by ex­
ample.

I m a y  now, I think, venture to aflert, that the 
country which is enabled to exchange the fmalleft 
proportion o f  any commodity which it has, and 
which it does not want, for the greateft proportion 
o f  any commodity which it has not, and which it 
does want, is the moft likely to become rich. It 
is evident that this cannot be attained by any m e­
thod but by an open market. But as a market en­
tirely open cannot be. expected in any country 
which has the expences of its government to defray, a market as near to an open one as thofe expences 
will admit, is moít to be defired. T h e  advantage



of an open market has been as evident in pradbce 
as I hope it now appears in theory. From the tak­
ing of T yre  by Alexander, to the taking of St. 
Euftatia by Admiral Rodney,* there has not been 
a iingle inftance o f any place declaring, and 
preferving itlelf a free port, which has not riien into 
a degree of wealth, infinitely beyond any thing 
which has been acquired by other fyfiems o f  d o -  
licy.

I t  has been, I think, clearly fhewn, that the 
principle of fecuring the home market againft a fo­
reign inte'rcourfe, by protecting duties, would be 
generally injurious; but I will forego the advan­
tage of my own argument. I will for a moment 
iuppofe the clamours of our countrymen to be 
founded in found policy, and I will admit that a pro­
tecting duty, inftead of having been proved to be 
an injurious fyftem of policy, had appeared to have 
been a falutary  ̂ one. However found a general 
principle of policy may appear, it will fometimes 
happen, that a country may find fuch a combination 
of circumftances to arife from her connexions and 
lituat;on, as to warrant a deviation from it.

A d m i t t i n g  then, that the meafure of protecting 
duties, inftead of being a meafure injurious to com­
merce, was an encouragement and an afliftance 
to it ; I will venture to aflert, that there is now fuch 
a combination o f  circumftances in the connections 
and fituation of Ireland, as fhould induce her to 
deviate from it. It is natural to man to dwell with 
peculiar complacency upon the phantoms of his 
own imagination— he confiders them as real objeits

* I do not intend to fuggeft an y likenefs between the two 
heroes by placing them together. In three circumftances in­
fortune r<1 1‘kene fs— rapacity, infoler.ce, and good
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truly reprefented, nor once perceives the medium 
through which they are diftorted. What is true o f 
individuals, will be generally true o f  governments 
and o f nations*— the lame pallions excite, the lame 
fancies mifiead. T o  detect this propenfity in indi­
viduals and in ftates, may he ufeful on the prefent 
pccafion. It may teach them both to avoid hazard­
ing experiments, where want of fuccefs and total 
ruin ftand for each other.

Ir e l a n d  is at this inftant in poileflion of a branch 
o f  trade, in which ihe ftands confeiYedly fuperior 
to any nation in the world : it has long enriched the 
whole, and now a&ually employs a moiety of her 
people *. O f  this manufacture, the whole o f what 
has hitherto been exported, has been exported to 
Great Britain ; and nine tenths o f what has been fent 
there, has been confumed there. T h e  aótual fub- 
fiftence then o f one half, and the eafe and wealth 
of the whole o f the people o f  this kingdom depend 
not merely upon the general trade o f  Great Bi i- 
tain, but upon aftual confumption within that 
kingdom.

W e are now clamouring for duties, the avow­
ed purpofe of which is to prevent the introduction 
into this kingdom o f the ftaple commodity ot that 
country, whofe internal coniumption is the foie 
fource of our inJuitry and our wealth. Forbear­
ance and ‘ generofity have feldom been national 
charaóteri fries any where ; but if  they were, we 
could have little hope of their prevalence in Great 
Britain. The counfels o f  Great Britain have been 
more. influenced by pride and felfifhnefs, than thofe

* Befide the whole province o f  Uliter— the following counr 
lies have each o f  them a fhare o f  this trade more or lefs, viz. 
Lou th ,  King’s County ,  Q ueen’s County, Drogheda, Dublin, 
Sli^o, Mayo,  Rofcommon, Cork and Kildare.

perhaps
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perhaps of any other nation. T h e  general charac­
ter of nations, and the particular chara&er of Great 
Britain, therefore, warrant the opinion, that fhe will 
be as ready to retaliate the injury, as we are to in- 
ilidt it.

P e r m i t  me then, to date at once our gain 
and lofs upon this occafion, and let felf-intereft 
draw the conclufion. W e  gain a certainty o f  
fupplying ourfelves at home with particular articles 
o f  confumption, which we are now furniihed with 
from a foreign market. This is the only certain 
advantage (and were I difpofed to argue all that 
could be argued, it might perhaps be proved, that 
even this is problematical*) which can attend this 
meafure. W e  alfo open to ourfelves a probability, 
or rather a poflibiiity o f improving thofe manufac­
tures in whofe favour the duties are intended, fo 
far as to be able to vie with other nations in foreign 
markets : fo that we fee the whole extent o f  be­
nefit, which can, even by the moft fortunate iflue, 
accrue from the adoption of this meafure, confifts in 
advancing the woollen and cotton manufactories, 
to the fame degree of national advantage which 
arifes from the linen at prefent. Thus itands our 
account o f gain. T h e lofs which will attend it, 
confifts in a certain deftruCtion of our linen manu­
facture— a manufacture already matured, necelfary 
to all the purpofes o f home confumption and

* W hen  the encouragement given to Smuggling by ever? 
high duty, comes to be confidered, it will appear that this afc 
fertion is well founded— that  a high duty cannot always protect. 
T h is  will be particularly true, with regard to Great  Britain and 
Ireland ; from the neighbourhood of their coafts, and from the 
appointment of the officers of  revenue in Ireland, being in the 
hands of Engliihmen. From this lail circumftance it is not p ro­
bable, that a law, which is in -fad a h ib e  to our governors 
to  encourage fmuggling, will be carried very rigoroufly into 
execution.

foreign



foreign fupply, which affords an immenfe revenue 
to the kingdom, into which the genius o f the people 
hath been turned, from the firft dawn o f  induftry 
among them ; and for what ? For the chance o f  an 
event which fucceeding to our utmoft wifhes, can 
at laft only place us in the fame degree o f  confe- 
quence, as a trading nation, that we atprefeut en­
joy*

B u t  you  will fay, that I have been all this time 
arguing on a falfe fuppofition. T hat I have fup- 
pofed England to purfue a conduit which lhe will 
not. Let us examine this matter. You deny that 
England will prohibit the importation o f  our linens; 
you fay that it is not conliftent with the felfiflx 
charadter o f the Engliih, to fubjeCt themfelves to an 
inconvenience merely to revenge a lofs. T h e  
validity o f  the charge then againft me, depends 
upon England’s fuffering an inconvenience from the 
prohibition o f Irifh linen. If I ihew to you that E n g ­
land will gain confiderably by the prohibition o f  
our linens, you are no longer protected by their 
feififh character.

L o o k  then at the Englifh ftatutes relating to 
the importation o f linens, from the 10 A nn. c. 
19. downwards-, you will fee that the confumption 
o f  foreign linen in E ngland is fubjeCted to a weighty 
duty. How does that duty operate ? As a pre­
mium upon the confumption o f Irifh linen. T a k e  
away the duty, what will be the effeCt ? That the 
manufacturers o f  Ireland in the Bntifh markets 
could be underfold by the Germans, & c. from 
15 to 20 per cent. T h e  very circumftance o f  
relieving foreign linens from the duty which they 
are liable to pay at prefent, would operate as a pro­
hibition upon the importation o f  ours. I fay as a 
prohibition, for where there could be no demand,

there
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there would be no importation : And what individual 
in England would pay 20 per cent, more for a 
piece of linen, merely becaufe it was made in 
Ireland, than he could get a piece o f linen o f any 
other country for ? The induftry of England is by 
thefe laws taxed to fupport the induftry o f Ireland. 
T h e  difference of price is the fame thing as the dif­
ference of labour, in procuring any article ; and 
if a tax compels you to pay a higher priçe for any 
article than you could have procured it for if that 
tax had not exifted, that tax difables you from be­
ing able to produce fo much by your labour as you 
could have done without it. Add to this, that there 
is another tax upon the induftry of England to fup­
port the induftry of Ireland. I mean the bounties 
which are paid from one halfpenny to three 
halfpence, upon Irifh linens'exported from Great 
Britain ; the amount of that bounty paid upon the 
exportation of Iriih linen, muft be produced by the 
labour of England.

B u t  fuppofing that this advantage did not hold 
itfelf out as a temptation to England. Suppofmg 
that they could not eafe themfelves of a confider-* . Jr
able part of their burthens, by attacking the induf­
try of Ireland in this unfortified part  ̂ let us examine 
whether there be not fome other inducements 
to it.

I t  is much eafier after any art has arrived to any 
tolerable degree of perfection, to raife it up to the 
higheft degree of refinement of which it is capable, 
than to raife it from its firft rudiments up to that 
tolerable ftate. The firft awkward attempts of in­
duftry got over, the way becomes lefs difficult as 
\Ve afcend. Hence arts which have been travelling 
for centuries towards a middle ftate will gain the 
fummit of perfection in the courfe of a few years.

There
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There îs now, and has been for a confiderable 
time paft, a  linen manufacture exift'ng in Great 
Britain. It has gone beyond that middle Hate, to 
attain which, is the difficult part o f the progrefs. 
It has been computed, that this manufacture has 
employed not lefs than 800,000 perfons The 
necellity which England, from her late misfortunes, 
now labours under, of feeking for every refourceof 
wealth within herfelf, would fully juftify her policy 
in endeavouring to make her linen manufacture a 
fécond ftip le  o f  England. It has already become a 
pleafing objeCt o f national contemplation. In the 
laft feffion o f parliament, it engaged the attention 
of the country gentlemen ; and the eloquence o f  
fome of the fenators of England was employed in 
perfuading parliament to adopt fome method o f  en­
couraging i t , by protecting duties : And as among 
other good effeCts o f  our free trade, a cargo o f our 
oratory is, we underftand, intended to, be export­
ed, and offered for the fupply o f  the Englifh mar­
ket ; we may yet hear o f Irifh provincial founds 
being tuned to the meafure o f  Englifh protecting 
duties !

Y o u  perceive then, how the intereft of England 
is doubly tempted to ruin us. On the one hand, 
to relieve herfelf from the weighty tax o f taking 
our linens at a price of 15 or 20 per cent, dearer 
than fhe could fupply herlelf elfewhere ; or on the 
other, to affift the progrefs o f a rifing and a fa­
vourite manufacture o f her own. Refufe the ad- 
million o f  her manufactures into your ports, 
and you add the ftimulations o f revenge to the 
urgency o f  avarice. Y ou  can then have little to 
hope from the intereft, and furely nothing to ex- 
peCt from the benevolence o f  England. That trade 
which has been hitherto the fource o f employment 
and of wealth, will be loft to us for ever.

D  W *
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W e  caft off that full grown offspring which had 

long nourifhed and fupported us, and adopt a 
fickly infant, whofe arriving at maturity is at beft 
doubtful. W e give up a fair inheritance of ample 
revenue, for an uncertain reverfion, which can at 
laft but equal what we at prefent enjoy ; and for the 
chance of enabling generations yet unborn, to ar­
rive at the fame rank in the commercial fyftem 
which we now relinquifh, reduce ourfelves to in- 
ftant beggary ! Did we facrifice prefent advan­
tages to give an increafe of wealth and dignity to 
future ages, the refinement of patriotifm might 
applaud the deed : but here we have prefent po­
verty without future benefit— W e cannot even 
expeft the gratitude of pofterity, to reward us for 
our felf-denial. From this fingle inftance then, w e 
may colleót how big with deftrudtion to this country 
that meafure would prove, which is now preffed 
upon us for our approbation. Were it neceffary to 
extend our obfervation, it would be eafy to fhew, 
that this is not the only afpeCt in which the adop­
tion of this plan, would have a malignant influence 
upon the welfare of this kingdom— Not only that 
general jealoufy which would inftantly arife a- 
mong all nations, from a fyftem founded on a prin­
ciple of monopoly, fhould be avoided ; but the 
connection of this country with England, is fuch as 
would render the raifing fueh a fentiment there,
fraught with peculiar danger.------ Where the inte-
reft of governors and governed are fuppofed to be 
at variance, there never can be peace; it will be at 
the beft “  a Jlate offmother'd. war and though we 
may now, with a degree of pride due to our virtu­
ous efforts, fay, that we are not governed by E n g ­
land, we are yet governed by Englifhmen.----------
T h ey  will ever think it neceffary, to preferve the 
interefts of that kingdom from which they are fent \ 
and will certainly oppofe the adoption of meafures

that
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that will appear to them, to have no other object in 
view, than to diftrefs the people o f  that country.

I f  we examine into the fpirit which dictates this 
plan, we will find it to be the pride o f equality ; not 
an attention to profit— fhould we however purfue, 
it will be an equality o f wrong, not an equality o f  
right ; o f injury, not of benefit ; of folly, not o f wif- 
dom. W e  grow rich by the exchange of commo­
dities ; and as we extend our markets, we increafe 
the opportunities of acquiring. W e  have at prefent 
a market in fome degree extenfive ; but by the 
falfe policy o f our neighbours, not fo extenfive as 
we could wifh. In order to remedy this inconve* 
nience, we narrow that ftile more, which we com­
plain is already too fmall : we complain o f the 
felfifh jealoufy o f  England, and at the fame moment 
juftify her by following her example. W e  fee then, 
that in every point o f view, in which this meafure 
can be confidered, as we ftand connected with 
England, it is a meafure full of impolicy and ruin : 
and that even allowing the general principle o f 
a protecting duty to be A juft one, there are many 
circumftances in the prefent fituation o f  Ireland, 
with refpeCt to that country, which would not only 
warrant but demand a deviation.

E u t  it is not on ly  her relation to E ngland, which 
fho'old induce this deviation.

T h e  fyftem of commercial intercourfe now com ­
mencing between the old and the new world, 
feems likely to prove a fource o f  wealth and power, 
o f  the extent of which any intercourfe which has 
been hitherto carried on by mankind, can give but 
an inadequate idea. Ireland is fituate in a climate 
o f  fo even a temperature, that its ports are equally 
acceifible at all feafons. This is a bleifing to which

D  2 all
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the northern part of the continent of Europe, and 
almoft the whole northern part of the continent of 
America are entirely ftrangers. Thefe two dif- 
iinguifhed portions of the globe, ar? now peopled 
by the moft a£tive part of th human race. Be- 
fides its being fituated in a climate fo advantageous 
to commerce, the fhipping of both continents mult 
take their departure from, or make the land o f 
Ireland in their voyages. Ireland is the uniting 
fpot, where the inhabitants of both hemifphercs will 
hail each other.

T h e  peifons moft fkilled in the American trade 
admit, that they can make five voyages between 
any of the weftern ports of Ireland and America, 
in the fame fpace of time that they can make 
three to any of the trading ports o f  England. Ire­
land has the advantage of fituation therefore over 
the neareft parts of Europe, as five to three : her 
climate and her pofition then, are both pointing the 
way her to glory. What is that way which they are 
pointing at ? T o  make herfelf a general market 
for the commodities of two worlds.

B y  a general market, I mean a place provided 
with that general. affortment of goods, that ihips 
unlading the commodities of any one country, may 
find that variety of articles by which they can, in 
one fpot, procure a completely allorted cargo, to 
carry back whence they came.

Ins a commercial intercourfe between two coun­
tries of great extent, where one abounds in a va­
riety of fine manufactures, the eftablifhment of one 
fpot, as a general market, is an inftitution fo ufeful 
that it muft take place fomewhere. The reafon. is 
evident. The profit of frei ght is the great inftru- 
ment by which the particular channel of all com­

mercial



mercial intercourfe. is traced and determined.—  
Whatever mode of intercourfe will afford the great- 
eft profits o f freight, that mode will be followed. 
In whatever intercourfe a general market comes to 
be eftablifhed, the profits of freight are more than 
doubled. For this reafon, every perfon engaged 
in the carrying trade, will find it his intereft to 
make common caufe with all the reft of the body o f 
the people engaged in the fame bufmefs, to efta- 
biifh one general market. That general market 
will always be eftablifhed, where the laws o f  the 
country are moft favourable to the perfons and pro­
perty of individuals ; and where the reftraints up­
on export and import are the feweft and the leait 
burdenfome. If to thefe advantages fhould be 
added, in any one place, thofe o f climate and po- 
fition, the eltablifhm jnt o f a general market, in that 
place muft be inevitable. That the profits o f  
freight are increafed, that is, that intercourfe m fa­
cilitated, by the ufe o f a general market, let me il- 
luftrate by an inftance.

A  ship freighted from America with the rude 
commodities of that country, will make the greateft 
pofiible profit o f  the freight o f  that fingle cargo, i f  
fhc can difpofe of it all in one (pot, and return. 
Iffhe fhould, from a want o f demand in one, be 
obliged to break her bulk and go to manv places, her 
profit will be lelfened : in as much as it is the lame 
expence o f  labour and capital, in a veffel of, I fup- 
p o fe , i o o  tons burden, to carry 20 tons, as it is 
to carry jOD tons— but the profits on the carriage o f  
20 tuns can be but one fifth part of the profit on 
the carriage of 100. Rut her profit will be increafed 
beyond the greateit poilible profit upon afirft car­
go, i f  fhe can at the fame port, where ("he finds a 
demand for the wholeof' her rude cargo, find alfo 
a c o m p le te  aflbrtment o f  manufactured goods to

carry
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carry back. Being loaded both out and home*
her profits of freight are doubled. But if in order 
to load herfelf both out and home, fhe fhould be 
obliged to go to feveral ports, either to difpofe of 
her firft cargo, or to procure an affortment o f a fé­
cond cargo, her profits of freight muft be diminifh- 
ed. For veffels of bulk cannot, in the common 
courfe of demand, be leaded entirely with one kind 
of fine manufactured goods, as they can with one. 
kind of rude commodity. Á fmall bulk of the firft, 
will be of infinitely more value, than a great bulk 
o f the latter.

H e r e  then, confifts the advantage of one ge­
neral market. That by increafing the quantity o f 
demand in one fpot, fhipping can come fully laden 
with manufactured goods of one fort, which may 
afterwards be broken into aifortments, for the re­
turn cargoes of thofe veffels which brought the rude 
commodities : and thofe veflels which came with 
manufactured goods, may freight themfelves home­
ward, with fuch rude materials as they may want. 
T h e profits o f freight, are therefore, more than 
double to all the trading parties : for in being able 
to carry goods in large cargoes, and in being able 
to freight both out and home, is the great profit 
of the carrying trade. Hence it is, that articles 
of manufacture can frequently be had from a ge­
neral market, cheaper than from the very fpot 
where they were manufactured. The ports which 
are now in poiTeflion of this general market, prin­
cipally London, Amfterdam and Rotterdam, are 
in point of fituation, highly inconvenient. Th ey 
have iuperadded fome inconveniences alfo, by their 
laws. Ireland has the advantage of the world in 
fituation for this purpofe. She has this further ad­
vantage, that flie is not at prefent incumbered 
by any impolitic laws, which by intangling them-

felves
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felves in the whole bufinefs o f  com m erce, are found 
very difficult to be got rid of, even after the im ­
policy  o f  them  has been difcovered and ackn ow ­
ledged.

T h a t  this is the true fyftem then for Ireland to 
purfue, will, I believe, now hardly be denied.—  
L et us examine the effect which the new regulations 
o f  protecting duties, will have upon this fyftem.

B y  protecting duties, you hinder the admiflion 
o f  any manufactures into your Country : and 
you muft look to the induftry of your own people, 
and to the length of your own capital, for your be­
ing able to fupply any foreign demand, Am eri­
ca is fetting out at the fame time with Ireland. She 
is connected with Ireland by the fympathy which 
ftruggles, though different in their means, yet limi- 
lar in their end, naturally excite. She is conne&ed 
with her by the ties o f  private rélationíhip, by old 
habits o f intercourfe, and by fpeaking one common 
language. She has no refentments to alfuage a- 
gainft Ireland, as fhe has againft Great Britain.

F r o m  thefe circumftances it follows, that Ire­
land mult become the favourite market of America, 
i f  Ireland will fuffer herfelf to be made fo. But 
America is a great market, and her wants are im­
mediate. However Ireland might be favoured, yet 
i f  America cannot be lupplied here, and fupplied 
here immediately, fhe muft be fupplied elfewhere.

T he  means by which the people of Ireland ex­
pect to afford a fupply for foreign demand, is by 
protecting duties. But allowing this inftrument the 
full force which its admirers imagine it poifeiles, it 
will take many yeavs before it can raife up a fuf- 
ficient ftock of induftry, and a capital to enable it

to
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to fupply a foreign demand------ many years before
it can even equa' the home demand. Now what is to 
become of the American demand for all this time. 
The demands of America are immediate. Our hope 
of being able to fupply that demand by the means of 
protecting duties, is remote. Are the means then 
adequate to the end ? They are not : for while this 
wonderful machine of regulation is toiling to pro­
duce its effects, years will elapfe ; and during thofe 
years, the people of America muft wear coats, 
fhoes, hats, and ftockings. They muft g o to  thofe 
places where they can procure them. And while we 
are patiently waiting the effe&s of our admirable 
regulation, America will have formed all her cor- 
refpondences ; her markets will be eftablifhed, her 
connexions fixed, and the whole texture of her 
commerce will become fo interwoven with that 
o f_ other nations, that it will be impoflible to tear 
them afunder. W e are then difabling ourfelves 
from fupplying a market when we have one, that 
we may be able to fupply a market when we fhall 
not have one to fupply.

B u t  what policy ought we to purfue inftead of 
this? T o  open our ports as much as pofiible to 
every fpecies of foreign intercourie, inftead of clo- 
fing them againlt any. T o  encourage by every 
means in our power, every acceifion of foreign 
fupply, of foreign wealth, and foreign induftry a- 
mongft us, that: we may be enabled to fupport the 
demand in a foreign market, for which we have not 
ourfelves a fufficient ftock either o f induftry or
materials.--------- T o  learn as fpeedily as we can,
that to procure the greateft poilibie quantity of any 
commodity, for the fmalleil pofiible exertion of la­
bour, is the only pofition, the pra&ice of which can 
lead to folid wealth-r-that if you can procure from 
foreigners any commodity upon cheaper terms,

that



that is, for the produce o f  lefs labour than you can 
make it for yourfelf, always to take it— that fuch a 
dealing with a foreigner, always leads to as much 
induftry at home as if  you made the commodity, 
and produces more ; for that no foreigner will 
fupply you with goods, unlels you have fomething 
to give him in exchange for it ; and that to procure 
that fomething, you muft work— that every indivi­
dual is a better ju d ge  in his own place, o f  the 
method o f  turning his induftry to profit, than any 
legiflature upon earth can be— and tli»\ therefore 
the only found encouragement, which an r legifia- 
ture can give to induftry, is to proteCt it f.orn ex­
ternal interruption, and internal oppreilion, and thea 
let it work for itfelf.

T h e y  who will ftudy thefe important concln- 
fions, founded in the relations o f  nature, may be 
ufeful, if  they will be bufy. But if inftead of learn­
ing luch general and wholelome truths, they fhould 
give themfelves up to the fatal enthufiafms o f  their 
own uninformed imaginations, and yet be aCtive—  
they will be aCtive like Ravaillac. T h e  utmoft 
happinels which can attend them is, that they ihould 
continue undeceived— and like Ravaillac, die praif- 
ing God, for having conducted their dagger to the 
heart of their country’s glory !

P e r m i t  me now, before I quit you, to draw 
your attention to one or two local circumftances.

T he poor manufacturers o f Dublin have been ex­
ceedingly diftreifed : and it is fitting that fome caufe 
fhould be alligned for it— that fome remedy ihould 
be dii'covered. It is faid, that there have been 7000 
people out o f  employment. It is true, that fince 
the peace, above 100,000 people, by the reduction 
of the army and navy, have been alio deprived o f
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their employments : and it is equally true, that thefe 
ioo.ooo people have contrived to fubfift, by get­
ting fome other employments. But that is no rea- 
fon, that 7000 people, who, as they have been more 
clamorous, I fuppofe, mu it have been more dif- 
treffed, fhould be negleded.

I t  has been a cuftom With the generous nobility 
and gentry of this country, whenever they have 
heard of a flacknefs in the demand for the manu­
factures of Dublin, to enter into a fubfeription to 
fupport This pradice, which no doubt,
proceed- d from a very generous principle, has pro­
duced an effect diredly cppofite to that for which 
it was intended. The cuttorn of fubferibing upon 
any cry of diltrefs, has given the mafter manufac­
turer a very extraordinary intereft. It has given 
him a profit arifuig from the dijtrefs of the working 
people whom he employs : he therefore, takes eve­
ry method in his power to continue and promote 
it. From the knowledge which the mailer manu- 
fadurers have of the readinefs in the inhabitants of 
Dublin to fubferibe, whenever the profits of a re­
gular trade do not entirely anfwer their moft ava­
ricious expedations, they immediately ftop all their 
looms, turn off all their workmen, and fend them 
ftarving into the ftreets, that by their clamours 
they may produce a freih fublcription. The mis­
fortune of a manufadure being feated in a capital 
city, aids this iniquity exceedingly. As foon as 
the fubfeription has become tolerably full, they fet 
to work, and continue fo until the profits of the 
fubicription have been put into their pockets. Th ey 
then turn off their workmen again ; that by another 
clamour, another fubfeription may be raifed. Nay, 
to fuch a refinement has this bafenefs been carried, 
that upon an expedation of the city becoming full
towards winter, thefe matters have turned off ail
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their workmen ; tho’ there has not been the leait 
flacknefs o f  demand, to juftify fuch a proceed­
ing.

T h e  aggravation o f  this diftrefs being pointed 
out, the mitigation o f  it will become eafy. If a 
trade cannot be fupported without fubfcription, the 
fooner the induftry o f  the people can be turned 
into fome other channel the better. If it can fup- 
port itfelf without fubfcription, to be clamoured into 
lubfcriptions is to feed avarice and idlenefs, and to 
render the mafter manufacturers o f  Dublin the 
matters o f the kingdom.

M u c h  of this evil has arifen from the manufac­
ture having been feated in a capital city. It con­
tributes to whatever real evil may exift, by increa- 
fing the aCtual dearnefs o f the manufacture, from 
the aCtual dearnefs of fubfiftence in the capital. 
It contributes to whatever artificial evil may exift, 
by enabling a body o f  workmen almoft to over­
awe the legiflature ; which becomes a perpetual 
inducement to the mafter manufacturers to ftarve 
them.

L e t  the country gentlemen, particularly thofe 
who have eftates in the weft and in the fouth o f  
Ireland, recolleCt one effedt which muft neceifarily 
follow the granting o f  a protecting duty : It will be 
a duty to enable the manufacture to continue in 
Dublin, and to extend itfelf in Dublin. W hen 
once fuch a duty fhall come into force, it prevents 
for ever the removal or extenfion o f the manufac­
ture from Dublin. It will operate as a monopoly 
in favour of Dublin— and confequently againft all 
the reft o f the kingdom. T h e  particular internal 
circumftances of the kingdom, and its external 
connection, point out the fertile plains of the weft



and fouth of Ireland, as the proper flations of the
manufadture. There thé great cheapnefs of 
labour, and the vicinity to the harbours which opert 
the communication to America, might enable the 
manufacturers to contend with the length of capital, 
and Superior dexterity of a neighbouring kingdom : 
But a protecting duty will operate as a prohibition 
to every fpscies of improvement throughout the 
kingdom. The capital may fiourifh, but the nation 
will decay.

T h e r e  is a circumftance which fhould be men­
tioned here, as it may contribute to eafe the minds 
of the people. If ever there were an adminiftrati- 
on in any country, which deferved the confidence of 
the people, it is the adminiftration of this country. 
It deferves the confidence of the people, becaule it 
was made by the people. Upon a late change in 
England, a new Lord Lieutenant was fent over here, 
who chofe the men to advife government, who had 
been the conductors o f the people, and in their con­
fidence : thefe men have been continued. T h e  
prefent adminiftration therefore, is the adminiftration 
o f the people. This circumftance feems to have 
changed the nature of our conftitution, and made 
the people refponfible to government, not govern­
ment to the people.

\

I h a v e  now gene through the talk which I had 
impofed upon myfelf. It was rather to point out to 
you where you might acquire information, than to 
pretend to give it to you myielf. I know your de- 
iire to be aCtive and to be ufeful. I am apprehen- 
five however, that you look too eagerly to that po­
pular applaufe which is fo frequently the fource of 
activity among the gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons. But be careful. 1 o be uftful to the 
people is not always the way to gain their efteem  :
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and even if  you fhould be fortunate enough to gain 
it, a life o f  the molt unremitting induftry and the 
moft rigid integrity may not preferve it to you. Y o u  • 
may remember to have ieen a man in this country 
more highly graced by popular appl'aufe, than any 
o f  his cotemporaries. You ma y  remember that this 
man deferved it, by having found his countrymen 
in a ftate o f  the moft abjedt llavery, and having con­
d u c e d  them forward to the moft perfedt indepen­
dence-------— that by combining the exertions o f  a
daring genius, and a perfevering fpirit together, he
led them to the difcovery o f  unknown land__to a
land o f liberty, unthought of, and unfought before !

Y o u  have feen this man, as he ought to have 
been, exalted by the gratitude o f the people whom 
he had ferved. And you have again feen this man, 
for a paltry difference of opinion with that people 
whom he had fo ferved, flripped o f  the honours 
which he had fo well deferved at their hands, and 
loaded with all the bitternefs o f  abufe, which a ran­
corous difpofition could fuggeft !

T he  brilliancy o f  his former fervices remained 
unfullied * the com plexion o f  his integrity was un­
tainted : yet he was vilified ! T h o ’ this fhould 
teach you to fet a true value upon popular applaufe, 
let it not tem pt you to contem n your countrym en.
It is not the vice of Irifhmen ; it is the vice o f  
mankind. It is not Ireland ; it is the habitable 
globe. Columbus re-traced the Atlantic, loaded 
with chains, by the ingratitude o f companions, 
who owed a new -world to his fervices !

I have the honour to be, &c.

1  ^  F I N I  S.
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