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GENTLEMEN,

'LEST, when you are told this Advice is pen-
ned by a Layman, you thould turn away from it
as offered by adukewarm friend, or an infidious
enemy, I have declared myfelf a Layman of the
Church of England, and further declared with
Swift, ¢ That whoever profefleth himfelf a mem-
““ ber of that church ought to believe in God and
““ his providence, together with revealed religion
‘¢ and the divinity of Jefus Chrift.”

This declaration will, T know, make the men

of wit.and pleafure about town'; the men of bufi-
| Az ‘ nefs
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refs and politenefs about court; and the men of
deep reading and free thinking among the country
gentlemen, throw me by as an old fellow, full of
obfolete’ notions, tand abfurd prejudices : but as
this advice was not meant fer their perufal; I think
it would be unfair, by concealing my fentimeats,
to induce them to wafte their precious ume in a
ftudy which has no connection with their feveral
important and praife-worthy purfuits.

Having thus, Gentlemen, aflured you I am your
friend, and told you why I am fo, and having by
1o doing forfeited alt chanceof attention from every
other order of men, (a facrifice which, from an
author, may be taken as a {ufficient proof of {in-
cerity) I hope you will think me worthy of yours.

I think there is a neceflity of addreffing you to
roufe your attention to the moft important of your
temporal interefts. My reafops for this opinion
are derived from plain facts, too ftrong 1 fear to
be refuted, and are briefly, becaufe there have
been attempts made through above two-thirds of
the kingdom, to deftroy the only fubfiftence of
your order, which, though in the higheft degree
tumultaous, ‘illegal, and cruel, have raifed little
public alarm;- have been feldom oppofed, and ftill
mote rarely defeated, and will certainly afford-a
pretext to attémpt unfettling the whole ecclefiafti-
¢al eftablihment in this kingdom; a fhock which
inay poflibly deftroy the only foundation on which
that cftablithment refts; or at leaft overturn all
the fupports that give it dignity or ftrength. While
I/have not heard that you, Gentlemen, have unit-
ied, or even thought of uniting, to employ any in-
flaence you may ftill retain, to adopt any plan, or
concert any meafures that may lefien or retard fo
great-a calainity ; or that you have, as private gen-
#lemen or public magiftrates, exerted yourfelves
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individually (where it was not abfolutel y neceflary
for your perfonal fafety) to check or even d ifcoun-
tenance proceedings tending- to your ‘immediate
deftruction ; the firft ftep to roufe you to exertion
Is to convince you, that you are in danger: for
which a brief and unexaggerated ftatement of the
late tranfa&ions will, I fuppofe, fuffice.

It is not neceflary, for this purpofe, to dwell
JAapon particuiars, to ftate how many gallow{es have
been erected and graves dug for the punithment
of thofe worft of traitors, proctors and tithe-far-
mers: how many have fuffered by fire and by
water, on foot and on horfeback: how man y have
been cropped, and flead, and thot, for foolithly
imagining their ground ftill contained an acre,
though the omnipotence of the white-boys had #
changed it, while men flept, into a rood, or for
contradicting thofe mafters of arithmetic, who had
fully proved that the value of a barrel at home
was not greater than that of a peck at the next mar-
ket; and that a fhilling given to a parfon was as
-much as a guinea to another man: How they have
faid in fome places, + “ We offer you parfons
“ fuch and fuch rates for our tithes, and if you
““ confent to thefe rates, we will give you no-
“ thing.” 'And in others I, ¢ Hear all'ye peo-
“ ple, you muft give no more than fuch and fuch

* This happened in one of the moft fouthern counties, where
the white-boys would fuffer the acres of potatoes to be meafured
only by the ridges, as all farmers know the trenches are ufe-
lefs.

+ This happened to many clergymen in the fouth; in fome
places the right-boys afligned a very fatisfactory reafon for this
proceeding, wiz. that their head arithmetician, captain and legif-
tttor_, was drunk when he drew up the rates, and that the parions
ought not to be allowed fuch an unfair advantage,

& This happened in feveral parts of the foutl,

; “ rates
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« rates for your tifles, and if yb%ivé"tbefc, we
e« will bury you." @8 Thefe things dre, {o familiar,
that, like the deatld§ and marriages in'a magazine,
they are read by none but the writer and printer

of the paragraph; or like the accounts of the

plagtie at Conftantinople, or earthquakes in Itaty,

f1id to be very fad things, but of no concern to
us. . p |

Mot to be tedious, thefc few facté' are univer-
verfally acknowledged. That the moft poor and
defperate parts of the rabble, whom it is-abfolutely
neceffary for the exiftence of every government
to prevent from MEETING, TAKING UP ARMS,
+PBLING THEIR OWN STRENGTH, AND INTER-
FERING IN THE LrGisLATURE; and who are in
this country PROHIBITED from affembling and
carrying arms, by exprefs ats of parliament, under
the fevereft penalties, have in different parts of the
country, the moft thickly inhabited, and immedi-
ately neat the two fecond greateft cities in the
kingdom, affembled by night and by day, not on-
1y carrying arms of their own making, but {trip-
ping the proteftant inhabitants of theirs by force;
and this for the purpofe of {wearing themfelves,
and ebliging others to fwear, that they would obey
ihe orders of their refpective leaders, and obferve
fuch regualations as they fhould prefcribe ; and to
punith by albameans fort of murder | except in
{ome inftances where their temper failed) ail who
refufed to comply with or dared to violate fuch

reguiationss

“| hat thomgh itis generally acknowledged the fe-
enrfty ofiproperty 18 the chief purpofe of political
aaion,and therefore the laws diftributing it are
conbGdered as of the higheft importance in every

flate, and it is confefled that the right of the eccle~
fithucs to their fhare in the property of the king-
| dom
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dom is as old and as clear as that of any land-helder
tohis eftate ; yet the exprefs purpofe of thefe mect-
ing, and the regulations eftablifhed at them, has been
to deprive the whole body of ecclefiaflics of tise
prefent difpofal and enjoyment of this property, or
the greater part of it, and diminifh it future as
feemeth good to thefe legiflators.

It has been generally allowed by all writers on
government, and indeed by all men of common
fenfe, that the bad exccution of eftablithed laws is
more contrary to the public good than any detfect of
laws can be, and that there is no furer {ymptom of
a weak government, and 2 corrupted flate, than
when a Fpirit of difobedience 1o laws and open defi-
ance of them, amongft the lower ranks of {ubje@s,
and of indifference for their obfervance among the
higher, generally and notorioufly prevails.  And
when all the ufual exertions of the executive power
are ineffectual, either to detedt the perpetrators of
the moft atrecious offences, or when dete¢ted to
inflict any punifhments on them, powerful enough
to deter others from the repetition of the fame of-
fences, or procure any attention to, or reverence
for the eftablifhed laws of the land.

Now that this is an exa® portrait of the prefent
ftate of this kingdom is a truth which, however me-
lancholy, cannot be denied. The government has
iffued proclamations and offered rewards, fent cir-
cular letters to roufe the fleeping magiftrates 1o
their duty, almoft doubled the phalanx of circuit
judges and king’s counfellors, and even employed a
confiderable military force to curb and punifh the
infurgents ; but alasi all to no purpole ! the people
have been deaf to their proclamations and blind to
their rewards. The magiftrates have flept oz, una-
wakened by the circular letters, the judges have had
no opportunity of exerting their authority, an]d_ _rh'e

: ing’s
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Ling’s connfellorshave beenas if ftruck dumb; only
cwo offenders were capitally convicted in the whole

circuit, and thofe few who were condemned to fligh="

ter punifhments almoft every where efcaped, be-
caufe the ufual executioners were not hardy enough
to perform their office. And what was the caufe of
this? Not that there were no offences committed or no
laws provided againtt them, but becaufe the perpe-
trators were fo linked together by their common zeal
and common intereft, that nothing could inducethem
todefert fo good a caufe, or fo much more in awe of
the body of offenders, than confident of the protec-
tion of the law, that they dare not dete& each other ;
or becaufe the offenders were condué@ed by men of
fuch deliberate coolnefs or dangerous cunning, that
they violated the {pirit withoutexpofing them/felves
¢o the letter of the law ; or, (what was the moft ge-
neral caufe of all) becaufe the country gentlemen
were more inclined to fhelter than profecute the de-
linquents, to conceal rather than produce evidence,
to {mother rather than attend to accufation; and be-
caufe the country magiftrates wanted either the will
or the power to imprifon offenders, and in fome 1n-
fances, however extraordinary it may feem, had
not courage enough, though {upported by the milt-
tary, toretain them when re-demanded by their af-
fociates in guilt. Of the military, the very beft that
can be faid is, that though they certainly did no
good, yet pofiibly they have done no harm to the
interefts of the clergy. The infurre@ions indeed
were lefs violently and tumultuoufly carried on in
thofe parts of the country where they were {tation-
ed. while they remained there; but to make up
for. the lofs of time, they are now renewed with
double clamour and violence, and the right boys
are proceeding to levy contributions where they
“fore lovied arms, acting with the expertnefs of
veterans,
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veterans, in firft taking away the meansof refiftance
from thofe whom they defigned afterwards o plun-
der.

Such, Gentlemen, have been the meafures,
and fuch the fuccefs of your more open ene-
mies ; yet, much I fear, there are {ymptoms too
convincing that the evil has taken root deeper, and
is likely to raife its head higher, that you have
many formidable enemies of greater authority and
more extenfive influence—Indeed the facts already
itated are {ufficient to prove that your epemies are
not among the rabble alone; fuch might have mur-
mured and threatened, burft intoa few {fuddenaés
of violence, and raifed a momentary terror; but
had they been unfupported by men of property, or
ferioufly and feafonably oppofed.by the magiftrates,
-they never-could have publifhed their laws in open
day, fanétioned them by denouncing the fevereft

unifhments, and enforced their oblervance by con-
ttantly nflicting the punifhments they held out;
tliey would not have dared to proceed in a regu-
lar {yftem, difturbing the public peace, violating

the moft exprefs laws, infulting the government,.

and fubverting the conflitution of the land ; and all
this not only withaimpunity, but almoft without
reprehenfion, gaining no harfher appellation than
that of deluded wretchies, and reprefented in no
more formidable light than as an infignificant ban-
ditti—And thisin a country where, for {ome, ycars
paft, there has been fuch a general and noble emu-
lation to fecurg.to every man the benefits of our
tree conftitution. Where in other cafes the mili-
_tary were pever called on to aflift the executive
. power, becaufe the people were the voluntary guar-
- dians of the laws—W here the legiflature has reject-
ed the propofals, known to be {fupported by fome ot

- the moft- powerful and refpe@able men in the na-
B tion,
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tion, becaufe offered in what feemed a difrefpedifil
and unconftituttonal manner. In a word, a na-
tion where every man’s eye feemed to watch'the
public good, and every man’s arm fecmed raif-
ed to defend public liberty and private rights—
It is impofhible the {cene thould be fo foon and
{o dreadfully changed, that in this very nation
men (hould be fo inattentive to thé common courfe
of events, fodeaf to the voice of reafon and experi-
ence, as to forget all ofa {fudden, that law, and or-

“der, and peace are valuable bleflings, that inan efta-

blifhed fate, each order of men is interefted in pre-

ferving the rights of every eother, and that where

property is fearlefsly attacked, laws violated with
unpunity, and the fupreme executive authority def-
pifed and deleated, no man’s poffeffions, liberty,
or life are for a moment fecure. I fay, it is impof-
fible men thould negle@ thefe obvious conclufions

“if fome deep rooted prejudice did not blind and mif-

Tead them; and thatean be no other than a gene-
ral indifference for, or I much fear, a general difaf-

feétion to the clerical order.

But it is not merely on negative or prefump-
tive evidence that I found my aflertion, that the
clergy are mot enly calumniated and attacked by
the lower ¢laffes, but that their rights are view-
ed with jealoufy, and their cauie heard with

‘unfavourable prejudices by the higher. Unhap-
‘pily there are numbers in every company ready
‘to profefs their compaffion at the unheard-of op-
‘preffions® that have been exercifed on the quiet,

meek, unrefifting populace, by the turbulent, ra-

“pacious, and tyrannic clergy; to receive with im-
pligit belief, and propagate with unwearied dili-
.yehce ftories of the diflortions of law, and peryer-

fion of juftice practifed by their deputiesand emif-
faries, fo numerous and untverfal, that it is unrea-
fonable to defire them to relate or g vove any partt-

' | culag
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cular inftance, or point out any particular place,
while the enterprifes of the right boys are repre-
fented as praife-worthy exertions, not expreisiy
commanded by law, but certainly agrecable to the
{pirit of the confutution, fometimes perhaps ill-
directed, but always well meant.  Vhat their legif-
lators rulesare drawn, not indeed with the accuracy
and refinement of regular ftatutes, but with what
15 more valuable, the uncorrupted {pirit of natural
equity, exprefling their meaning bricfly indeed, but
with a laconic and commanding brevity, and co-
forcing their obfcrvance, not with fuch tedious
forms as we daily complain of in our courts of ju-
dicature, but with the happy expedition of fammary
juflice ; ina word, that if theirrules arc not laws,
they are fomething better than law, fomething
ABOVE law,

As a further proof of the general temper of the
public, at leaft of thofe perfoas who are mott lif-
tened to, becaufe they talk moft, and therefore muit
determine the voice of public fame, and who con-
vey the news of the country to the polite circles in
town—it may be obflerved, that as you approach
the capital the crimes committed by the white boys
diminifh gradually in numbers and magpitude, lole
the rough and favage features they bore in the coun-
try, and are gradually refined away, till in the me-
tropolis itfzlf they become mere unfubflanual no-
things, whofe exiftence is fcarcely difcerned or be-
lieved, or if believed, thought too infignificaut to
merit attention.. While, on the contrary, the op-
preflions of prottors, &c. fwell to a gigantic mag-
nitude, and aflume a terrific form, diftort every
face with horror, and employ every tongue in exe-
cration. The reafon of this is obvious:—The
country folks who fee graves dug, gallow{es raifed,
and men flead and cropped, &c. &c. &e. by thofc

B2 deluded
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deluded wretches, and whofe reft is difturbed by
their yellings and trumpets, have not philofophy
enough to difbelieve their fenfes, but flill, unwil-
ling to load the opprefled with the imputation of
fuch indifcretions, or give the tyrannic parfons an
opportunity of calumniating thefe well meaning
men, they report thefe things as matters ‘which
they had indeed heard to have happened, but pro-
bably were not half fo bad as they are reprefented.
"The polite townfmen, knowing how apt prejudice
and partiality are to miflead ruflic and uncultivated
minds, how neceffary it isto deduct from what they
hear on account of the exaggerations it muft have
received by the way, and how liable men’s fenfes
are to be deceived about things generally related to

ave beendone in the night, which therefore may -
have been infinitely increafed, or even entirely
created by timid and fuperflitious minds {efpecially
where priefteraft is {o much to be apprehended) T
fay, making due allowance for all thefe circumftan-
ces, they wifely eenclude that thofe malicious re-
ports fhould have little or no credit given them.
While, on the contrary, every charge againft the
pricfthood muft neceffarily be tfue; becaufe in an
age whofe diftinguifhing chara@ertftic is a blind ve-
neration for'the’ fuppofed fanéity of the prieflly
character, it were impoffible thatany charge thould
be made againft perfens fo exceflively revered, if
there were mot greater grievances exifting than
thofe charges ftated, as in former days of a fimilar
character, the profligacy and debauchery which was
detected on burfting open the cloifters of the monks,
&c. were greater than any they had been charg-
cdwith, efpecially as the priefthood of the prefent
day, are exactly of the fame fufpicious charadler
as thole of that period, of an hypocritical fan@ity
aned auflerity of mammers, immuring themfelves in
cloiflers,

Sk y . LBl ua oo ool e
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cloifters; and avoiding all thofe innocent employ-’
ments and conneétions which are ufeful to focicty,
fuch as fupporting and educating families, &c.

If thefe proofs are not {ufficient to convince you
how favourably your enemies, and how uafavoura-
bly your caufcisviewed by the public, other proofs
ftill more firong remain ; for it appears that even
the chief magiitrates of different places have con-
defeended to meet thofe peaceable and refpectable
fubjeéts, the deluded white-boys, to acknowledge
the exiftence of their grievances, to beg of them to
moderate for a while their juft refentments, and in
the abundance of their zeal pledged themielves, that
the legiflature would interpofe and redrefs their
grievanc2s ; and that their promifes may take cf-
tect, have held county meetings, where the petiti-
ons of thofe creditable and faithful citizens have
been received as a fufficient evidence that fuch
grievances did really exift, (though fome ecclefi-
aftics of dignity called for proofs of any {pecific
charge. or partieular inftance of opprefiion, to no
purpofe) and in econfcquence have addrefled their
reprefentatives to bring thefe matters before par-
liament, and procure as {peedy redrefs as the forms
of the conftitution will aimit. Thus you will be
prefented tothe'legiflature at the next meeting, as
o' many public nuifances, loaded with the charges
of injuftice, rapacity and oppreflion—Where every
young, and humble, and pathetic fpeaker may have
an opportunity of fecuring popularity by the eaficlt
of all poffible means, even declaimiog on the fup-
pofed hardfhips of the poor, and the neceffity of re-
lievifig them ; with a new and witty ftrainof irony,
paying due reverence to the facred ecclefiaftical pro-
feflion, but lamenting that the ecclefiaftics are {litl
but men, whence it muft be neceflary for the legil-
lature to interpofe, and prevent their abufing thofe
: | teinporal
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temporal trufts which fpiritual men can {o il ma-
nage ; difplaying his freedom from bigotry and pre-
judice, by decrying thofe frivolous diftinétions in
creeds and ceremontes, which prevent Chriftians of
every denomination, whether Papifts, or Proteftants,
or Prefbyterians, or Deifls, or dtbeifts, from uniting
in one faith and forming one-body. Others, of
- deeper information, and more indignant {pirits, re-
counting, in ftrains of vehement and defcriptive elo-
quence, the evils that fuperftition and prieftcraft
have in every age given rife to ; proving the am-
bition and avarice of churchmen, and warning the
legiflature, in this fuperftitious and prieft-ridden
age and country, to guard againft the return of fuch
dreadful evils from the prefent afpiring and crafty
race of ecclefiaftics ; and finally, difplaying his
own compaflionate and generous temper, by pro-
pofing to beftow the property of the church to
relieve the diftrefles of the poor.

To fum up all the circumftances, which prove
how generally a fpirit of difaffection to, or at leaft
indifference for your eorder is diffufed, it appears
that when the clergy are attacked, the great body
of the public has feen, without alarm, the moft
dangerous part of the community affluming arms
themfelves, and difarming the proteftants, with
hardly any refiftance on the part of the latter—
laws violated—order tampled on—property attack-
ed—cruelties in many inflances—murders in fome
committed—the {fupreme executive authority de-
fied and overcome; and this not only without. in-
dignation at the perpetrators of fuch offences, but
with commiferation for them as unhappy wretches,
driven to defperate meafures by your extortion
and rapacity : the charges of which are every
where echoed againft you, believed without proof,
and exaggerated beyond meafure, while every

charge
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charge againft your enemies is fmothered, exte-
nuated and denied, or thought of too little impor-
tance to be attended to. That you will probably
be reprefented to the legiflature in a mott difadvan-
tageous light ; and finally, that your avowed ene-
mies are numerous, violent and fuccefstul, your
friends few, lukewarm and inactive; though the
- meafures adopted for your deftruction are {uch as,

if experience and found policy had been at all
attended to, muft have united in your defence every
man who has any wifh to {fecure the property, li-
berty and life of the fubjects, or defend the laws
and conftitution of the land, independent of any
regard for religion, or any reverence for the cfta-
blifhed church. ‘

The next ftep to fhew you the extent of your
dan%er, and lead to the means of guarding againft
it, feems to be, to enquire into the pretended and
real caufes, which in a country where you are the
minifters of the eftablithed religion, could have
produced fo general and extraordinary a difaffet-
tion.

‘The chief caufe alledged by your en¢mies, as a
fufficient juftification for their violence in attacking
you, and by your lukewarm friends, for declining
your defencs, is, that you and your deputies have
abufed the right vefted in you by law, of colle&ing
tithes, tothe great hardthip and opprefiion of the
poor, tofo great a degree, that this fingle circum-
ftance is faid to be the chief caufe of that poverty

‘and diftrefs by which the peafantry of this country
arg certainly opprefled ; or, to ufe the elegant lan-
guage. of the manifeflo figned William O’Drifcoll,
fecretary to the Munfter peafantry, ““you are the
. decimating leeches that fatten on the vitals of the
“« poor ;” or the equally forcible expreffions of the
addrefs to his Majefty, from the fame Munfter pea-
{antry,
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fantry ;¢ it is the relentlefs rigidity of proctots,
““ the agents of unpitying ecclefiaftics, who fre-
“ quently farm the tithes through as many degrees
““ as the lands themf{elves pafs through hands, that
“ 1s the accumulation of thetr fufferings; thefe are
‘¢ demands exorbitant in'themf{elves, and extorted
““with minute rapacity.” ‘And in a pamphlet,
figned a beneficed clergyman, where he attributes
the miferies of the people to the fatal operati-
on of tithes—*¢ hinc ille lachryme—Ifrom hence
““ iffue the {warms of beggars with which every
‘“ road 1s overipread; from hence (iffue’ rioters,
‘‘ robbers and white-boys, with, which every
‘““ county 1s infefted.” And herel cannot but ac-
knowledge and lament that the peafantry of Ireland
1 general, and pdrticularly the fouthern parts of it,
are opprefled with poverty to a degree fcarcely
equalled in any civilized country, and fcarely to be
credited 1in fuch a one as this, where we fhould
{fuppofe the protection our.admirable conftitution
Mas, 11/l very lately, afforded for the liberty and
property of ecach individual in every clafs of citi-
zens, would give every man the power of employ-
ing himfelf as his fituation and abilities thould point
out were moft to his advantage, and flimulate him

1o activity, by {eecuring to him the fraits of his ex-

ertions. The chief caufes of this lamentable ef-
ject icem to be few and obvious, and it appears to

-me are adequate to that effect, withput attributing

fuch dreadful confequences to the operation of the
tithe laws. They are; as well as I can judge,
briefly thefe :—The infancy or almoft total want
of trade and manufacures in the fouth of Ireland ;

the high rents of lands, which produces a-proporti-

onable high price ot provifions, yet is #ot accompa-
nied by a proportionably high price for labour.

-1t weuld {well this treatife to an exceflive length if

I were
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1 were minutely to enquire into the caufes of {uch
a combination of diftrefles; but it may help to {a-
tisfy the 'minds of thofe who have been accuftomed
to confider tithes as the original and chief caufe of
all the grievances by which the poor are oppreflcd,
very briefly to fketch out the fituation of the lower
tenantry in the fouth of Ireland. -

The want of trade and manufactures precludes
the peafant from any means of {upport but fuch as
his labour in agriculture affords. Now for fuch
labour there is little demand, becaufebeef, butter,
and raw wool, are the chief exportsiof the fouth of
Ireland, which are all raifed by grazing, not tillage,
and require little afliftance from the labour of the
peafantry in any ftage of their progrefs, yet afford
a high rent to the landlord, as well as confiderable
profit to the head tenant. But though the peafantry
fhare not in the profit of the ground, by receiving
high wages for their labour,they bedr even more than
their duc proportion of the burthen of rent, firice the
- landlords choofe to let their ground in large lots ra-

ther than parcel it out in {mall ones, as their income
is thus more eafily colleted, as well as more fecure.
The head farmers who rent thefe large lots are
unwilling to encumber their ground with men, ex-
cept fuch few as are neceflary to herd their. cattle,
and as unwilling to encourage tillage to any extent,
becaufe the unfkilful mode of tilling ufually prac-
tifed by the Irifh peafantry, injures ground for its
chief purpofe, ‘grazing ; they theretore let to fuch
peafants as they cannot do without, asmuch ground
for tillage ‘as’barely fupplies them with fubfiftence,
affigning Tuch rent for the ground, and fuch price
for labour, that the whole year’s labour of the pea-
fant barely pays for the cottage and potatoe garden
he eccupies ; fo that no induftry, however aclive,
‘can provide a fund that will fuftain the lofs of an

unfavourable feafon, afudden fit of illnefs, or fu.r}-1
- C nif
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nith 2 fupply when old age and: infirmities put a2
flop to exertion. - Thefe obfervations are confirmed
by facts, fince it is well known that in the rich
‘grazing counties in'the fouth of ¥reland, thepea-
tants are more deprefled by poverty, confined 1o the
poorer trats, and obliged to pay the higheft rents
tor them ; while in the poorer, whofe {oil-1s fuch
as to make it fit-for tillage only, they live.comfort-
ably, though the rent of the ground issmot lefs in
proportion to its value, and the quantity of tithe is
much greater. | " !

It cannot be denied. but tithe has {ome tendency
to encreafe thefe evils, by encouraging grazing and
‘difcouraging tillage ; but that it.contributes very
mconfiderably to this effet, will be evident tor
every man who confiders what is certainly fact,
that in thofe grounds which agetirhe free tillage is
very little, if at all, more extenfively .carried on
than in thofe which are not : for this obvious rea-
fon, that the landlord requires a higher rent for
them ; and as freedom from tithe does not alter the
nature of the ground, it will, if rich and beft
adapted to grazing, be- applied to that purpofe,
and not to tillage, |

To conclude, wemneed not, T think, attribute the
poverty of the poor entirely to the operation of
tithes, when weknow lands are dear, labour cheap,
and the neceflaries of life from day to day the
higheft reward the incuftsy of the peafantry can
kope fer.
¢ In addition to thefe caufes, it were eafy to paint,
in the pathetic phrafeology of unaderned fimpli-
city, and the humble flrains of ruftic eloquence,
bew the people are denuded of their hard earned
pittance, by the® ¢ relentlefs rigidy of agents,

- “ bailiffs,

* Vid. Addrefs of the white-boys to the King; of which this pa=

ragraplh is an humble imitation.~—T'ke addeefs may be had frum
biyrna, . ’ :

-
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“ bailiffs, and drivers, the emiflaries of unpitying
“ jandlords™—and even the fcanty gleanings that
“ might fill fall to their fhare are fwept away by
¢ the exuberant ramifications of {ubordinate mono-
¢ polifts. - To declaim with tiie zecal of hoaeft in-
¢ dignation, at that infidious emulation, which at
¢ the conclufion of every leafe collects croids of
¢ aliens, each eager to fupplant the veteran occu-
¢ pter, while advertifements proclaim that all of-
¢ fers fhall be kept fecret till the day. of “decifion,
“and that no preference will be given but 1o the
¢ higheft bidder, for what is this, buf® to ftimulate
‘ contention to the utmoft extremity by the con-
- tinued hopes of {uccefs, andvield to the all-gra{p-
¢ ing hand of unfatiated avarice, what is dented to
“ the prior right of long poffeflion, and the equi-
“table claims of the acive improver. ‘Hence the
‘ tranfition were eafy to the dire effe@s of abfen-
‘ tees, led by ambition, luxury, or oftentation to
¢ foreign climes, wherethey abforb the wealth of
¢ the nation never more to return, while their de-
¢ folate tenants are no_longer cheered by the en-
¢ livening beams of their diffufed bounty, or fhel-
* tered by the guardian fhade of their domeflic vir-
¢ tues, but pinesaway, blafted by the rapacity of
¢ unfeeling deputies, and fink into indolence by the
¢ fufpenfion of thefe improvements, which ought
“ at once tofupply heneft pleafure to elegance of
¢ tafte, and eertain {upport to the activity ot indui-
 trv; nor were it difficult to lament that paflion for
‘ tumifiedimagoificence which exhaufts the reve-
¢ nuesy andrenders callous the feelings of the great
“ ones, ‘who remain the unaiding {pe@ators of the
¢ peafam-r-ies de-reflion, fur profufus, is incic‘::d al-
¢ wayswnited with-the alieni appetens, and thole who
‘ after confuming the abundance of their own
¢ wealth, remain unfatisfied, can ill attend to the
*C 2 - ¢ cravings
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¢ cravings of their dependents.’ But thefe, and
other equally fertile topics I decline, becaufe 1t
feems to be generally agreed that fuch complaints
have mo meaning, except when urged againft the
clergy, and 1 with to obferve propriety of language,
and render myfclf intelligible to readers of, the
prefent day, aswell as becaufe fome of thofe grie-
vances have caught the attention of the MuNsTER
rarLiAMENT, and therefore will probably be re-
dreffed with the di{patch and energy which charac-
terife the proceedings of thofe active and fuccefstul
legiflators. - It is confequently unneceflary to paint
them in ftronger colours.

I now proceed to confider the various pretexts
of clamour againft tithes, and here let me not be
underfiood to maintain, that in no inftances oppref-
fion is exercifed, or juft ground of complaint af-
forded by the proprietors of tithes; this would be
rath indeed, when it is coniidered that this fort of
property is diffufed through fo many hands, as well
laymen as clergy, fome few of whom may pofiibly
be urged by neceffity to exaction, and befides 1s to be
levied chiefly on the pooreft part of the communi-
ty, on whom a ftri¢t enforcement of even legal right
" 1s often extreme oppreflion. But I affert, and un-
dertake to prove, that the circumftances and limi-
tations of this property are fuch, that it is at leaft®
as little liable to be difpofed of at exorbitant rates,
and colle&ed oppreflively, as any other poffible def-
cription of property ; #nd that the clergy are, and
ever have been, as little able or willing to abufe
the rights granted them by law as any other fet of
men; and confequently that the laws relating to
tithes fhould not be more complained of, or more
readily repealed, than any of the codes of law which
regulate the levying of taxes, the recovery of debts,
or the colletion of rents in this country.

- Here
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Here I cannot avoid premifing, that though tithes
are generally exclaimed againft as a grievance, the
meaning of that word is not fo generally or precife-
ly underftood as it is fuppofed to be. Lawyers
would perhaps define it an “‘ encrcachment on
“¢ the natural rights of any man, not juftified by
““ his due confent or the exprefs letter of the law.”
In a more enlarged fenfe it {eems to mean, ¢ any
¢ fuch encroachment, whether juitified by the let-
¢ ter of the law or not, which is contrary to the
“¢ {pirit of our laws and conftitution,” but in com-
mon ufage men are often’/aid to be aggrieved when
they fuffer any thing that it is grievous to fuffer;
thus a debtor when he is forced to pay his debts, by
being thrown into gaol is aggrieved, and a forger or
highway man, when a judge is unreafonable
enough to condemn him for having perhaps only
once miffaken another man’s name or property for
his own, though he may have lived ever fo long,
ufing his own property, or writingin his own name. -
In which of thefe fenies but the Jaft tithes are a
grievance, it feems hard tothew. Not in the fir/,
I imagine, becaufe no man denies tithes are ap-.
pointed by law, or prefcription equivalent to law,
and they are certainly purchafed in the ufual way
of other bargains, with- the free confent of the pur-
chafer ; and as to the {ecoad fenfe, it has not been
yet clearly thewn, (at leaft within my knowledge)
‘that the payment of tithes is abfolutely contrary to
any natural right of man, or any eftablifhed prin-
ciple of the Britith conftitution. But [ fuppofe
your adverfaries, gentlemen, will call this a mere
verbal diftin¢tion, and thcrcfore I lay no weight on
it.

The circumftance in the collection of tithes which
is moft generally confidered as highly unjuft, op-
preflive, and indefenfible, is the practice of ap-

poiniing
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pointing tithe farmers and pro&ars, and it feems
to be fuppofed, that any profit fuch perfons res
12in as a compenfation for their trouble, is fo much
wreffed unjuftly from the poor, asifa clergyman

could, in his leafe, grant a power of levyingafifib;

inftead of 1he tenth, or conjure away the fenfes of
the parithoners, and thusdelude them to, give more
to the deputy than they would have done tohim-
felf; now.if thisis not the cafe, in what ‘does the
grievance confift? why, merely in this, ‘that the
deputy is ufually more expert in making bargains
and enforcing payment, and thus fecures what
more nearly approaches to the real value, than the
parfon can do; and the complaint of oppreflion
proceeds, notfrom theopprefled paying more than
the real value of their tithes, but that their neigh-
bours pay lefs, as dealing with clergymen them-
felves, who ufually makerlefs profit of the fame
property than any deputies they can appoint ; a
clear proof of their infatiable avarice and relentlefs
yigidity. : |

But perhaps I have wholly miftaken this mat-
ter, and that the people complain, not of the quan-
tity they are obliged to pay, but becaufe it is not
their fpiritual paflorwho receives the benefit of it ;
they cannot bear to think that he fhould give up
any part of his income to avoid the trouble of
dealing with them{elves, which fo far from fufter-
ing to be a trouble, they would make a fource of
conftant pleafure, by taking every opportunity of

difplaying their own difintereftedvefs and honetty,

and poinung out his miftake wherever he might

eflimate the quantity of produce below the truth,
or demand too {mall a price for it; errors which
clergyaen are very fubject to, from the defective
education they receive at the univerfity, where I
do not find there are any profeflors appointed, or

leCtures,
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lectures read, to inflruét the ftudents defigned for
the church in the value of barley,, potatoes, tusf,
¢ec. or explain and inculcate with due precaution,
that maxim of as ancient and certainly as wife a
{age as any of the Grecian or Roman fchools, that
““ a penny faved in a bargain is a penny got.”—A ne-
glect arifing probably from the conftant esperience
of the readinefs with which the people remedy it,
and therefore eafily excufable.

I next proceed to the exorbitance of the demands
for tithes, fo pathetically lamented by the white-
boy orator cited before. A demand is then exorbi-
tant when it claims for any thing more than the com-
mon market price for which it may be purchafed
in the neighbourhood of equal goodnefs ; and there
feem to be but three poflible means which could
produce acquiefcence in fuch a.demand—Ignorance
of the value of what is performed—neceflity, which
capnot brook delay, butobliges the purchafer to
take it at any price—or fear of him who offers it
to fale. Ignorance cannot furely be pleaded by the
peafantry, who muit know exaclly the expences
of cultivation, the quantity of the produce, and
the market price it bears.  As to fear, I do not fee
how a clergyman or his deputy can terrify the
peafantry ‘into exorbitant prices for their tithes:;
he cannot, like a landlord, and tenant at will, turn
out him and his family at a moment’s warning ro
beggary and ftarving; or without any previous
procels in a civil court, drive for any tithe already
due, if Be, hefitates complying with his prefenr
demand. Neceflity 1s ofteneft pleaded ; and it is
faid thatthe peafant having cultivated barely enough
for his fubfiftence, cannot {pare any o the tithe-
proprictor, who. therefore takes advantage of this
neeelfity, and extorts an exorbitant price. To this
it may be amffwered, that if he is involved in this
;. Sy & - necefinty,
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neceflity, it muft have been caufed by his own
“imprudence, fince, as he muft have known that he
was by law obliged to pay tithe, ang be fuffictently
acquainted with the fevere temper of the tithe-
proprietor, he fhould have provided fufficient. to
pay his demand in kind, which, from the‘{mall
additional quantity of tillage requifite, he mightin
general eafity do. And further, if he has money
to pay for his tithe at the time of fale he may
(fhould an exorbifant price be required) pay it in
kind, and fupply himfelf at the next market. If
he has ne money, let us fuppofe for argument fake
(though no cafe has ever beer adduced to my
knowledge of fuch a bargain) that he pafles his
note for more than the tithe is worth at the timeof
fale ; thatis, he gives his promife for an extraor-
dinary fum of money, to recompence the indul-
genee in time, not being able to procure money at
theprefent, or find any other perfon in the whole
country who will run the hazard of accepting his
fecurity, and fupply his wants at a lefs premium.
If this is a grievance, I"{uppofe numberdefs laws
‘about intereft and tranfactions of credit,” which’
have been hitherto thought highly beneficial to alt
the parties concerned; muft be ranked among grie-
vances.

There remains a ftill {tronger proof that thereis
no fort of property materially requifite for the fup-
port of the peafant, in which he is lefs expofed to
fuch a necellity as might oblige him to purchafe
it at an exorbitant rate, than tithes.. The cottage
which thelters him, ard the potatoe-garden which
fupplies him with fubfftence, he cannot for a mo-
ment do without ; he muft tale them at the rent
fet on them, or fubmit to be turned out deftitute
of any fupply, to beg ‘or ftarve. Not fo wdh/
tithes ; his having this neceffarily fuppofes that h{ct

. - .mu
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muft have the other nine parts for his immediate

- {uftenance, ‘and may therefore wait for the chnce

of a more favourable market or indulgent creditor.
But how wholly improbable is it, that any tithe-
proprictor fhould treat a parith with fuch fevérity

fince probably the confequence will be, thatthey .

will unite to pay him in kind, which is {6 incon-
venient to him that a general notice from a parith
“to that purpofe is almoft as terrible as a combina-
tion totally to fubtract the tithe would be, elpe-
cially fince if he has demanded an exorbitant price,
he may be fure he will undergo great lofs, as weil
as great trouble, fince he cannowexpect fuch price
at market.« It is therefore his iatereft to give it ar
the market value; and if he refufes to do fo, the
parifbioners have always the temedy of paying it
in kind, which will punifh his extortion :—And on
the contrary; if foid at that-value, it is from its
vicinity cheaper to the'farmer than any ke could
purchafe. Now it is very difficult to point out anv
fort of property in which the felier has fo few
temptations to attempt extortion, and the buyer
fuch effectual means to refift it.

But the belt anfwer to this, and indeed every
fimilar objection, .is.a candid appeal to general ex-
perience. . It is well known that tithes are valued
i that feafon of the year when provifions are
cheapeft, and#at. the price they then bear ;—that
in many parifhes the modus fixes their price at
- much below"the market price, and certainly it ne-
ver can eflablifli one above it ;—that there fcarcely
ever is an dnftance where a fingle tithe is paid ia
‘kind that*it 'does not more than'double the valua-

tion, though it may be impra&icable, and there-

fore unprofitable, to draw the tithe of a whole
parifh.y .
W D _ it lﬂ(.‘xt
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I next proceed to confider the minute rapacitys
with which tthes (more than any other {peciesof ™
property) are colleéted : this 1s charged more direct-
ly on the proctors, but it alfo refleéts on the clergy 5 -
for if the emiffaries are ¢ relemtleftly rigid” theec-
clefiaftics befure are < piteonfly unpitying.” %5 The:
chiet facts 1 have been able 1o learn as .to the col~
lecting of them are thefe :—That it is never-eufto~ -
mary to demand pavmeat for the rithes'of ‘ene yeart
till thofe of the next are ready torbe. fet,sand that
not unfrequently two years income are conitantly
due by the parifh ;—that if a parifhiis-to be leafed
to a tithe farmer, one-third of*th¢ avarage value at
which it lets is generaliy allowed for thetrouble of
colle@ing, and the proportion of | bad debts ;—that:
there are no debtsdivided ioto fuch fmall and unfa-
tisfaCtory payments as thole for tithes, which does
not thew any great. terrorfrom the rapacity of the:
colle@ors ; an<t in confequence there are more fuits
for the recovery of tithedebts than any other equal
quantity of ‘property:. from whence: it has been in-
ferred the clergy are more litigious than any other
fet of men ; it'certainly proves they are oftener
tlainsiffs, that is,e0ftener complain of being injured
than others ; the fuccefs of fuch fuits-alone can de-
termine whether they are litigious, 7. e. whether
they generally complain or frivolous or unjuft grounds ;
and T have hever heard that their claims are oftener
rejected on'thefe accounts than thofe of other men.

But it feems unneceflary to enter into a tedious
detail of particulars, fince on the firft glance itis
improbable the clergy fhould be more rapacious in
colleéting their debts than others, except they were
cither'worfe paid, or more neceffitous, which may
poffibly be both true, and certainly {fupply a fair
and convincing proof that they ought; with the

utmoft |
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utmoft expedition, be reduced to gréater poverty,
and left more uuprotected.

Laft comes the heaviet charge of all againft the
nature of tithes themfelves, this tax on induftry,
this reftraint on population, by which the poor are
ftarved, and ecclefiaflics pampered—dreadful de-
feription, indeed ! confirmed by the experience of
ages, from Abraham to the prefent day ; for was it
not this that {o remarkably thinned thé tribes of
Judea, and now makes England (wheve tithe is

aid for an infinitude of articles which are ot
ﬁbjeﬂ to it in Ircland) a continued fcene of defola-
tion.  But hear the proofs of thefe affertions, if in-
deed any are fo dull as to think .they require proof.
Tithes are a tax on induflry, becaufe the more
ground a man tills, and the more pains he takes in
doing fo, the greater the produce; and therefore the
greater the tithe'; and, as theiithes exceed the value of
the other nine parts, the greater is the lofs on the in-
tire. Hence the poverty of the peafantry in the fouth
of Ireland is fully accounted'for, by their exceffive
indufiry, combined with the eperation of tithe. Thus
a man may be truly faid to jave by every acre he
does not till ; and “hence city merchants fave fo
rapidly, efpecially as the taxes they pay are no re-
Jiraimt on induilry, their profits conflantly increa-
fing in a much greater proportion, the contrary of
awbhich I bave proved as to tithe.

Tithes are befides a tax on the induftrious far-
mer, and noton_the landlord or confumer, becaufe
being an impofiiion of yeflerday, and illegal. DNo
allowance has been made or demanded in any leafe
formerly ‘made, and lands untitheable do rot fet
dearer onrthat account ; and the confumer will nor
believe the countryrman who tells him hé pays tithe,
or {uffér the price of provifions to be enhanced on

thatdcore, though he cannot help paying for the
i D 2 taxes
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taxes that are laid on different objecls of confump= -
icn by the Houfe of Commons every year.. o
To be ferious, though many of the pretexts of
clameur againft tithes are too trivolous to be grave«
ly argued againft, and which nothing could have
precured attention to, but great prejudice in favour
of any argument tending to make the eftablifhed
mode of fupporting the clergy offenfivéy though
it is certain tithes have never been able.to check
induftry and population, where the caufes which
really effect this amengft us did mot exift ; that they
muft always be allowed for in the rent of land, and
the price of provifions, and thence be paid chiefly
by the landlord and confumer s though they can
never increafz except as the increafe of profit ena-
bles the proprietor to bear them, and therefore
cannot with propriety be termed a tax on induftry
more than any other tax; yet fome circumftance
there muft be which has given occafion of fo much
complaint amengft the poor. In their collection E
have endeavouredswto fhew it canneot be, it muft
therefore originate in the manner of their diftzibu~
tion ; let us fee what'it is, whether it is imputable
to the clergy, and how it has been remedied by the
white-boy legiflators. .
As far as 1 have been able to learn it 1s this :—
'} hat the immediate payment of tithes is confined
to tillage,~while the grazier is exempt from it, ex-.
cept as Hespays tithe of meadow.  This inequality
arofe from the abolition of the tithe of agifiment,
(or tenth of the gain on the fale of black cattle) by
a refolution of the perfons chiefly affected by that
tithe, the landed gentlemen in the Houfe of Com-
mons—a refolution arbitrary in itfelf, unconfirmed
by. the other parts of the legiflature, and enforced
by a tyrannic fanclion ; and certainly not charge-
able on the clergy whom it deprived of a conﬁdc{-
- ble
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- able portion of their legal revenues. I do not how-
ever find that the Houfe of Commons, to compen-
~ fate the clergy, pafied a vote empowering them
~~ todemand more for the tithes gracioufly left them
than before. Now, as this was not done, Ido not
{e€ how the poor (except the poor parjons) were in-
- jured, unlefs the clergy, prefuming onsthe fricrd-
JEip and fupport of the Houfe of Commons, Decame
more exorbitant in their demands, or the peple,
commiferating their lofs, more liberal'in iheir prices,
{uitably to the fpirit which prevails fo much among t
their defcendants at prefent. .

But though it may not be mathematically de-
monfitrable, that the crown the poor cottager paid,
for his tithe was increafed merely by his landlord’s
ceaiing to pay a guinea for tithe of a quite different
kmd, yet it is not furprifing-if the poor, arguing
from their feelings more than firi® mathematics,
fhould think tllenniblvcs,-‘tlgifgricvcd at being obliged
to pay any thing, whenthe rich paid little or no-
thing. How thenhaverthey proceeded to redrefs
this injuftice, and equalize the payment of tithes ?
Why, briefly thus—by diminifhing very confider-
ably the ratés for tillage: but at the fame time,
cither entirely annibilating or proportionally re-
ducing the rates for meadow ; thus taking care in-

- deed to remedy.the grievance they themfclves la-
bour under, wviz. that of paying money to the
clergy, but alfo taking care to fecure, as they
hope, theaflitance of the richer farmers and gra-
ziers, hy diminifhing with equitable impartiality
their fhare of the {fame grievance.

Thus, Gentlemen, have I confidered the chief
circamftances of thofe charges which are moft uni-
verfally and loudly urged againft you—the griev-
auegs of proctors and_tithes—the exorbitance of
youp demands, and the rapacity with which you

collect
s
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colle@® them—the nature of the claim itfelf—the

inequality of its diftribution, and how this has been ™

remedied by the fagacity and equity of the white-
boy legiflators.  And now let me afk you, as men
of good fenfe, hiftoric knowledge and experienee
in the world, are thefe grievances of fuch magiii-
tude, and thefe charges fo fupported, thart they aré
fufficient to produce fuch general difcontenit and
hoftility 2 No—others there muft be more exten-
five and more powerful, which, however invidious,
it is neceffary to point out, that you may:be able
to guard againft their effects. : \ -

It appears then to me, that the real caufe of
thefe effeéts 15, that not only therévare numbers
who, from their oppofite religious principles, muft
be enemies to your order; but that among thofe

who profels themfclves Proteftants, a fpirii of ir- .

religion is widely diffufed, manifefting itfelf as it
is natural it fhould, in a neglectot the interefts of
that order whofe bufinefs is to fupport a faith no
longer believed, or at lealt litile attended to—who
therefore contentedly fit fisll, while your avowed
enemies ftrip you of your property, in hopes that,
ithout fharing in the trouble or {candal of the
attack, they will yet enjoy a portion of the {poils,
and be freed from contributing as much as they
now do (pittance as" it is) to your fupport.- You
will, [ fuppofe; at firft fight think this cenfure too
fevere and toogeneral, but it is impoffible for you
ro judge aceurately of the fentiments of men about
religion and the nterefis of the church, becaufe
vou never-can hear them undifguifed, fince the
eflablithed forms of politenefs and rules of con-
verfation muft always fecure you an appearance of
refpe@y-and prevent men from difclofing, while in
vour prefence, their real fentiments if offenfive to
you, ~kere then my (ituation enables me to judfge.
or
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for you better than you can do for yourfelyes;.
but of facts you can judge; and if you confider the
mealuyres and fuccels of your enemies, and the
mactivity of your friends, notwithﬁanding the pow-
erful motives which fthould have united them in
your defence, all which | have before flated, you
will, T fuppofe, think my opinion of the difpofi-
tions of your fuppofed triends not entirely 1ll-
founded ; for furely he who, by remaining inac-
tive, knowingly acquiefces in that dcfiruction he
might have prevented, is little lef$ an enemy than
the immediate invader.,

A confirmation of this opinion, which you can-
noet {o readily difcover as Lecan, is derived from
‘the common caufes and fubjects of outcry againft
the clergy; one againft your extortion aud rapa-
city, how well-founded [ have before confidered ;
another equally general caufe of complaint is, the
excefiive wealth of the clergy, which is exaggerat-
ed beyond meafure, and pointed at with {urprife.
We are every whereutold of the immenfe revenues
of bifhops, the number of fat rectories, &c. The
clergy are reprefented as an order of men always
atientive io their ewn itterefts, and refolving to pro-
fit by their trades, and other fimilar defcriptions,
which if a foreigner were to hear, without know-
ing who they wére meant for, he mufl fuppofe
they could apply only to a fet of ufurers, remark-
able for accumulating fortunes from the neceTities
of the diftrefled, by odious jor illegal means, with-
eut baving received any education that could ea-
title them to poflefs or teach them to en joy weaith,
hoarding it during their own lives, and tran{mit-
tng itito be wafted by a vulgar, ignorant, and
purfe-proud pofterity. "How would he be {furprif-
ed tovfind that the revenues of all théfe men were
appointed them by the law of the land, and f_:lpc-i--

s ' tine:
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tified by having originated in ‘religion, and being
handed down without interruption for ages ;—that
they were obliged every one 1o receive an exXpen-
five and liberal education, which in any other pro=
efiion 1s fuppofed to entitle a man to obtain ‘for
any exertion a reward more than adequate toits
prefent trouble, ‘as a recompence for his paft pre-
paration ;—that the majority of them had but mo-
derate incomes, périfhable with ‘themielves; and
accompanied by fuch a neceffity of preferving a
refpectable and liberal appearance as generally ex-
haufted thefe incomes, and left the children of the
pofiefiors with no other inheritance ‘than a good
education, depending entirely ontheir.own virtues
and exertions for future {upport;—that indeed
there are fome confiderable revenues and dignities
appropriated 1o thofe at the head of the proteffion,
which are generally beftowed on men whofe dig-
nified birth and powerful connections would raifc
them, in the general courfe of things, to equal dig-
nity and wealthin any other profeffion, without ex=
citing wonder or -indigpation ;—or on men wha
have ditinguithéd themfelves by literary exertions,”
requiring fuch application and abilities as if di-
reéted 1o other purfuits' would have procured
equal emolument and eminence. 1f he were be-
_fides to be told that this defeription of men were
excluded from all ways of acquiring wealth, except
by their profefiion, fuperintending the education
of youth, of &ngaging ifr-the innocent and ufeful
employment of agriculture ;—that they were {o
littie expert in making money, Of eminent in world-
ly wifdom, that it was generally thought more caly
' deal with them on cheap terms than any deputy
they could appoint. 1f he were to be told thele
things, and find them true, he would certainly con-
fidér the ufual pretexts of clamous againft the

' ~ wealth
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wealth of fuch men as evidently vifionary and ill-
founded, and enquire for the real caufe as fome-
thing very'different indeed. Nor would this en-
~quiry be tedious or difficult, he would eafily ob-
erve that in other profeffions more money was given
without reluctance to men, not more liberally edu-
cated or fuperior in honefty, piety, or contempt of
wealth to clergymen ; What then can be the caule
of this difference? Solely this, that in the former
cafe it is believed fome benefit is received from
thofe exertions which are rewarded, in the latter
not, or in other words, that men think clergymen
are the /aft perfons from whom any benefit can be
received in this world. And T acknowledge the
man who thinks it is a fufficient excufe for not pay-
ing the clergy, that novalue is received from them,
and produces his own experience as a proof of the
latter, cannot be refuted. As 1 have never known
any (I {peak only from outward appearances) who
afferted they never had received any advantages
from the minifters of religion, and that it was
probable they never fhould, whomin this inftance,
I could reafonably fufpect of miftaking or diftort-
ing the truth.
To this coNTEMPT oF RELIGION, and the con-
- {equent opinion thatits minifters are ufelefs, and
therefore ought not to be paid, may be attributed
. the tumults and outcry every where raifed againtt
the clergy, rather than to the fatal operation of
tithes—** binc ilie Jachryme. Hence proceed rio-
‘“ TERS, ROBBERS, and wHITE Boys with which
““ every county is infefted.” And as this caufe is
entirely.adequate, fo I do not think any other at
all adequate can be affigned: The charafter of the
clergy has been much abufed by many, on this I
will only fay, that I have not found, nor do I be-
lieve there are any faéts which prove the prefent
E race
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race of clergy are fo much more ignorant or profli-

gate than any of their predeceflors, that a fudden.

and general difaffection towards them fhould ne-
ceffarily arife, or be evidently juftified by this
fingle caufe, and for the reft reply in'the words
of Swift, ¢ That we have no better materials to com-
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pound the prieftbood of than the mafs of mau-
kind, which corrupted as it is, thofe who re-
ceive orders muft have fome vices to leave be-.
bind them when they enter into the church,
and if a few do ftill adhere, it is.no wonder, but
rather a great one that they are no worfe ; there-
fore I cannot think ambition or love of power
(I may add love of pleafure or Jove of wealth)

more juftly laid to their charge, than that of

other ‘men, becaufe this would be to make re-
ligion itfelf, or at leaft the beft conftitution of
church government, anfwerable for the errors
and depravities of human nature.” *

I cannot help remarking here, how very widely

the fentiments of thofe who cry out againft the cler-
gy at prefent, differ from thofe which Swiftafcribes
to his cotemporaries in thefe words— ¢ within
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thefe laft two hundred years all forts of tempo-
ral power have been wrefted from the clergy,
and much of their ecclefiaftical, the reafon or
juftice_of which I fhall not examine, but that
the remedies were a little too violent with re-
{pec totheir poffeffions, the legiflature hath late-
ly confefled, by the remiffion of their firft fruits,
neither do the common libellers deny this, who
in their inve&ives only tax the church with an
infatiable defire of wealth or power, (equally
common to all bodies of men as well as indivi-
duals) but THANK Gop that the laws have de-
prived them of both.”

* Vid. Swift’s fentiments of a Church of England manyy *
t Ibid. :

“ The
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The prefent pious fucceflors of thefe devout
~then, feem to think their thank[ziving in this in-
ftance {fome what premature, as the clergy have ftill
much greater pofiefions than they are willing to
allow them; but imagining perhaps, that it was
delivered in the prophetic manner, a type of what
was to happen at the prefent day, are refolved to
employ every exertion in their power to fulfill {o
defirable and happy a prediction, by compleatly
ftripping the clergy of what wealthand power they
ftill retain.

*Other caufes have been afligned for the fudden
and general attack on the clergy, which may per-
haps have haftenedor encouraged it; fuch as the
encouragement the Roman Catholics have received
from the repeal of {o great a part of the penal laws
againft them, their expectation of acquiring fpee-
dily a confiderable influence. in the reprefentative
body—the number of them lately embodied and
difciplined as volunteers—the debates on a bill in-
troduced laft feflion forthe protection of the clergy.
But it muft be evident to every confiderate man,
that thefe caufes could not operate confiderably or
univerfally had not mens minds been prepared, by
a general indifference to the interefts of the cler-
gy, amongft thofe who profefs themfelves of the
cftablifhed church, and a confcioufnefs of that in-
difference amongft thofe who do not. Thus had
the Roman Catholics imagined, that by invading
the rights of the church, they would have offended
the legiflature, and the landed intereft of the na-
tion, they mever would hazard their newly acquir-
ed privileges by betraying a {pirit of hettility in re-
turn for kindnefs, of turbulence, lawleffhefs, and
riot, in‘requital for freeing them from refiraint;

_* Vid, addrefs to the nobility ahd gentry, figned  Theophilus.
) ¥ A E 2 they
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they would at leaft have waited till the gradual tranf--
fer of property and operation of time, had increafed

their weight in the legiflature, {o far as to fecure
the fuccels of their meafures, and procure forvio-
lence the fan@ion of law. And if they were pre-
pared and emboldened to attack by their having
been embodied as volunteers, the proteftants would
have been much more prepared and emboldened to
refift by the fame caufe, it equally zealouson their
fide of the queftion. As to the laft caufe, it onl

fhews that the reception given to that bill in the
Houfe of Commons gave your enemi¢sgood grounds
(as they {uppofe) to believe that houle was inclin-
ed to liften toall the fuggeflions againft you, with
at beft notan unfavourable ear, whether their pre-
{fumption was well foundedor not, the future con-

~duét of thathoule towards you canonly decide.

Hitherto, gentlemen, I-have been engaged in the
unpleafant tafk of proving the danger which threa-
tens your eftablithment. The violence and fuc-
cefs of your enemies, and the indifference of thofe
who ought to be your friends. 1 now proceed to
point out fuch:meafures as feem moft expedient in
{uch a fituation, and encourage you to engage in
them, by proving that you cannot but meet with
powerful fupport, as your caufe is united with the
iemporal intercfls of numbers, as well as recom-
mended by every motive that can engage the aflif-
tance of the virtuous and the wife.

The firft thing obvioufly neceflary is, that you
fhould roufe and refolve to defend yourlelves, and
all unite your influence to give your meafures re-
{pe@ability ard fuccels. Every thing already ftat-
ed combines to prove the urgent neceflity of fuch
union and fuch aéivity. If your enemies are nu-
merous and powerful, it is the more neceflary to
unite the {riends you have in your {fupport. Ifhyo'u

» ‘ ave
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have been attacked with violence you fhould be vi-
gorous and refolute in refiftance. In a word, if
the confequence of ina@ivity hitherto has been de-
feat, nothing but ceafing to be inactive can fecure
you from deftruction.

I can eafily account for your paft inadivity.
You perhaps withed to give the public time and
opportunity to judge fully of the intentions-of your
enemies. Men of a peaceable profeflion, “you
would not, as magiftrates, be remarkably acive in
repelling force by force, but rather choofe to wait
until the civil power fhould be roufed to repel and
punifh their violence. Unwilling.to be fufpeéted
of mercenary motives, you would not be forward to
enforce your own claims, or judge in your own
caufe;; and confcious of the innocence of the
charges urged againft you, you could hardly believe
you would be fo implacably attached, or fo weakly
protected.  Hitherto, 'then, your ina&iyity may
have been excufeable, perhaps praife-worthy; but
further, it would beculpable, becaufe deftrutive to
you. The intentions of your enemies are eviden:-
ly to reduce your whole order to poverty and con-
tempt ;—the civil power has not becn able to pro-
tect you—the charges againft you are believed—
you are loaded with the ignominy, and fuffer the
punifhment of guilt. 1t behoves you, therefore, not
only for your own fafety, but for that of the
church and-your fucceflors, whofe truftees you are,
to ftand forward and unite—vindicate your inno-
cence—reprefent your grievances to the legiflatire
with humility, and claim redrefs with firmnefs ;—
and bappily you can look up at.this jéncture to
thofe'at the head of your profeflion, with a weli-
founded confidence that they muft have both the

willand the power to give you effectual {upport—

poflefled of votes in the legiflature—firengthened
N by
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by numerous friends and powerful connections—

experienced in public affairs, they muft be able to

give your union refpectability and ftrength ; they
muft alfo be confcious that they are engaged 1 a
common caufe. That though not directly attacked,
your downfall muft involve theirs: their dignity
and fecurity is infeparably connected with that of
the parochial clergy ; if thefe are reduced topo-
verty and contempt, the bifhops cannot hope long
to enjoy their riches unenvied or undiminifhed, or
preferve their dignity undebafed. But were their
interefts wholly unconneéted with yours, -the con-
fcioufnefs of what is due to religion, to virtue, 1o
confiftency of character, muft make them active
in your defence; they muft feel themfelves placed
m a high fituation, entrufted with an important
charge, and anfwerable to Gop and the world for
the welfare of the facred order over which they
prefide, and the eftablithment of true Chriftianity
in this nation. In fuch awerifis they muft be well
aflured that to-be inalive is to betray that truit,
that he who now retires from the council of the na-
tion, under whateyer pretext he may endeavour to
hide his fhame from himfelf, cannot hide it from
the world : No—Hhe  cannot but be loaded with
well-merited ignominy now, and fupply a name to
be handed down with infamy to poiterity. ¢ He
who is not with us is againft wus,” was the lan-
guage of your divine founder, and may now be
vours. But I have better hopes—it cannot be but

they will aé the part that becames them ; they will .
appear in their true dignity, as the fupreme guar- -

dians of, and acing in concert with the whole or-
der, for the common advantage ; they will collect
from you exact information to lay before parlia-
ment, and have their reprefentations to one houfe
wiupported by your petitions to both ; they wli{li
. faKe
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take the lead in every meafure, urge vour claims
with vigour, and guard your interefts with vigilance,
Trufting, therefore, that you will all unite in cat-
rying into execution fuch meafures as are moft re-
quifite to redrefs your loffes and fecure your rights,
allow me to fuggeft fome which feem likely to con-
duce to thofe purpofes.

I obferved before what fuch of you as are re-
mote from the metropolis may hardly believe, and
fuch as inhabit it conftantly could not fully per-
ceive, that the crimes committed by the white-
boys in the remote parts of the kingdom, are in
this place {carcely believed, or extremcly palliated,
" or {uppofed to have been entirely caufed, and al-
moft enttrely juftified, by your extortion and rapa-
city ; which are painted in the ftrongeft colours,
and received with implicit belief: and that the
innocence of thofe well-meaning, but deluded
wretches, receives ftrong confirmation from their
having almoft every where efcaped legal punifh-
ment, which is more eafily and readily accounted
for, by fuppofing they did not deferve it, than by
enquiring into the real caufes which protected them,
though they did.. Such a prepofleflion cannot but
have dangerous influence, in determining the voice
ot the public, as well as biaffing the opinion of the
legiflature itfelf, many of whole members have it
not always in their power, however well-inclined,
to enter into a minute examination of fats, and
correct the errors of public fame by their own ac-
curate information. It is, therefore, ablolutely
neceflary for you to remove thefe prejudices ; which
will be-eafily done, by appoeinting fome of the moft
- refpeétable of - your body in each county, to pub-
li(h a brief, but authentic journal of the violences
~which it is morally certain were committed by the

white-boys in that county, fpcczf ying the time and
place
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place, and the perfons to whom they were offered.
"[his it will be ealy to do, though it might have
been difficult to point out the particular individuals
who committed thofe violences, or procure fuch
proof as could legally convict them.

For fimilar reafons it is abfolutely neceflary for
you to publifh an account of the modus of {etting
tithe in each parifh, and the average rates at which
it {ets, compared with thofe eftablithed for the
fame produce at the adjacent market towns, for a
certain time paft—{uppofe feven years. Thus you
will thew the public the real extent of the violences
which your enemies have committed, and how
little real caufe there was to juftify them. And if
vou refufé or neglect to do this, it may even with
the moft candid men produce fome fufpicions un-
favourable-to you, for though innocence may fome-
times difdain condefcending to confute calumny,
the fame apparent effe¢t may proceed from con-
{cious guilt or ftubborn fullennefs, and it is feldom
either a wife or a fafe meafure, becaufe the public
will certainly pafs a decifive {entence, though the
accufed may contumacioufly refufe to plead at its
bar ; it therefore expofes, unproteted to the
greateft hazard, what is moft obnoxious to irrepa-
rable injury, our good name, which it is furely
worth while to fecure, when it can be done by ‘the
cafy means of fpeaking truth. Nor think that be-
caufe thefe things are known in every part to fome
one or other, it is therefore ufelefs to collet and
unite them, {0 as to put it in every ofie’s power to
acquire the knowledge of all. The proceedings of
the right-boys feem to be fo uniform, regular, and
confiftent, that their beauty, utility, and impor- |
tance muit needs be imperfe¢tly known, till they

are conneéted in one fyftem and contemplated in ‘
one view. And as it is poffible there may in fome h
few f
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few inftances have been abufes in the management
of tithes, and you all know how apt men are 1o
argue from particulars to generals, and that onec
inttance of injuftice muft be more talked of, and
therefore more attended to, than fifty of meodera-
tion ; the only poflible way to open the eyes of the
public, and coavince them of the general“equity
and moderation of your conduét, is, 1o exhibit that
conduct in one view to their infpecliond” I there-
- fore call on you, as you vaiue your own interefts,
or the regard due to your facred profeflion, *“ not
“ TO LET YOUR GCOD BE EVIL SPOKEN or,” to
ftand forward and fpeak the truth—that your ad-
verfaries thould not be rewarded for their violencs,
nor you punithed for having fuffered it. Thefethings
are the firft, the eafieft, and the moft neceflary to
be done—neceflary to filence and fhame your ene-
mies, to make thofe who have been hitherto doubt-
ful and neutral your friends, and f{upply your
friends with new motives of zeal in your fupport,
_ and new topics of argument in your defence.

The meafures I have now recommended would
certainly come with more refpeétability and effe&,
authorifed by the folemn fan&ion of a public af-
fembly, bur yet theyuare in the power of any in-
divideal amongft you, for any man may draw up
a brief journal of'the proceedings of your enemies,
or a comparifon of -the rates of tithes, with thofe
of the adjacent'markets, and prefent them to the
public ; and furely jome one may be found in each
county willing to take fo much trouble for the
common.caufe. But what I thall next recommend,
“as it islabfolutely neceflary for the prefervation of
your tommon rights, fo it requires ftill more firong-
ly arggneral co-operation.—You cannot but know
there are many who fay, and feem to believe, that
the iz‘i;tf'(;’la(:!:;s which have beea made on you have,
. el (517 SO 4
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in moft places, done you no real injury—that they
have indeed obliged you to take your property out
of the hands ot thofe common plunderers, the
proctors anud tithe-farmers, but bave not diminifhed
it; as the rates allowed you by the generofity of
your white-boy friends yield even more than you
before received. And it is faid, that as.you have
in general chofe to acquiefce in the terms offered
you by thofe delegates of the people, rather than
wait for an appeal to the legiflature, the injury you
have fuffered is either none at all, or very trifling,
and requires no public, interpofition ; for that
though thefe ruflic reformers proceeded in rather
a rough manner, yet their intentions were kind,
and it muft be wholly unneceffary to take your af-
fairs out of the hands of agents at once {o judici-
ous, fo a&ive, and {o honeft.

Whether you have as good reafon to be con-
tented as this ftatement fuppofes you, yourfglves
beft know ; but certainly it will be fuppofed you
are not materially aggricved, while you offer no
complaint, and that your loffes are not worth re-
compenfing, while you think them not worth ftat-
ing. It is thercfore abfolutely neceflary that you
fhould unite in cach county, ftate the lofles you
have each fuftained, whether by the entire fub-
firaétion of your tithes, or the dimunition of .the
ufual rates, dictated by violence and confented to
trom terrors if you do this fairly and boldly, and
call on the legiflature to redrefs you, your claim
cannot be rejected.  Some regard to order, jufiice,
and religion, muit actuate the legiflature, and the
executive power muft be anxiops to redrefs inju-
ries, which it was its duty, and feems to have
been its inclination to prevent, though unhappily
it had not the power. 1 am told a great law autho-

ity has declared, it will be the duty of parliament
to
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to levy your lofles on each country, as they could
not have been fuftained had thofe who pofleffed
the power and property in that county fet them-
felves to oppofe your enemies with activity and
firmnefs. This opinion feems founded on truth
and juftice, and fhould it be carried into execu-
tion, would effectuaily fecure you againft being
again attacked, and left again unproteéted. This
then is the only way in which you can eonvince

“the public you have been really injured, @ Procure

redrefs for what you have futfered direadv, and
fecurity againft {uffering the fame every returning
year ;—a meafure not more necefliry for your
fafety than confiftent with your charaéter and pro-
feflion, fince it requires you to do nothing more
than to {peak the truth, and be ready to prove your
allegations. .

The reafonablenefs ard necefiity of the meafures
I have now propofed feem fo obvious, that I think
they can fcarcely raife any difference of opinion

about their espediency. The laft and moft im-

portant of all you will, T fear, be more divided in
your opinions on ; thatis, whether it will be wife
to confent to, or exprefs your with for.a commuta-

-tion of tithes, or rather infift on preferving your

antient rights, and ¢laim the affiftance of govern-
ment to fecure and enforce them. To confider
this point as briefly, and at the {ame time as fully
and clearly as I cam, [ will examine, whether any
equitable commutation is practicable ; next, whe-
ther, if praticable, it would be likely to filence
difcontents for the prefent, and prevent their re-
turn ; and finally, whether the reafons which feem
to recommend your confenting to fuch a ftep are

- ftrong enough to balance the inconveniencies which

muft a;f;end it.
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To elfe@t any equitable commutation, it is ac-
Lnowledged on all hands to be neceffary, that the
value of ihe different livings fhould be preferved
unaltered, fince tt 1 d()ublé‘l[ whether the legifla-
ture has conflitutionally a power, and ccrtairﬁy it
15 no right in equity, to deprive fome elergymen
of their prefent incomes, and increafe thofe of
others, when the former have not acted {o as juftly |
to {ubject them to fuch a punifhment, or the lat- |
ter {o as to merit fuch a reward :—And the only
reafon why a commutation is at all neceflary, is
to relieve thofe engaged in tillage, who are gene-
rally the moft poor and induftrious, by transferring
the burthen on the more wealthy and lefs induf-
wious graziers. For I douwbt whether the parlia-
ment will have fagacity enough to difcern the prac-
tability and equity of the plan adopted by the
white-boy legiflators, which would relieve both--
poor and rich equally from all burthens.

To unite thele tworobjedts, viz. to preferve the
prefent value of livings, and at the fame time Fro-
portion what each man fhall contribute to the lup-
port of the clergy in fome degree to his landed pro-
perty, will, 1 beligve, prove a complicated tafk.

Let us examine ityparticutarly. -

'} he property to be thusaliered is {pread through
every part of the kingdom, however remote or
unculiyated, but its average quantity in each parifh
depends on circumftances almoft peculiar to that
parifh itfeli—fuch as the ufual quantity of tillage
—ihe different articles tithable—the eftablithed
modes of valuing tithe, in fome by the acre, in
others by the quantity of produce—the proportion
of the-average rate of tithes to the average market
prices, in fome places atmoft equal to them, in
inoft very much lefs—and various other circumftan- i
¢es, which muft be all confidered by a legiflator,

| who
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who would preferve the value of livings unaltereds
So that no a& of parliament appointing the rate
whicheach man fhould pay, could with equity éx+
tend beyond one parith, or at moft two or three ad-
joining ; and as a preparation for thefe ads, it feems
neceflary that every parifth be accurately furveyed —
the different rent rolls of every landlord examined,
to afcertain the value of his ground and'the propor-
tion of rent and tithe paid by each parifh, in order
. to determine what rates fhall be fubftituted for
tithes in each parifh, and precautions taken to pre-
ferve the proportion of thefe rates 1o the rents un-

varied. | ,
__In determining thefe rates, it will be indifpen-
fibly neccflary to adjuft the regulations of the gene-
ral laws, fo as to preferve an equitable diftribution
of the new impoft, according to a variety of local and
obfcure diftinctions, whether it is to be paid by the
landlord or tenant ; thus, if to be paid by the tenant,
lands which are tithe free and thence have been et
at confiderable advanced rents tholud be exempt,
left the tenant fhodld thus be doubly burthened.
The impoft alfo fhould be proportioned, not to the
rent, but to the profit of the land, fo that fome
grounds let atdmall rents fhould yet pay moft of .
the new impoft, bBecaufle they yield mott profir, as
being let on oM™ leafes. Others, not becaufe
though thesrent is fmall, the profit is alfo {mall.
Similar difficulties would occur as to landlords;
thus, thofe who let their lands at advanced rents
becaule e free, (hould now pay morein propor-
tion 10 thele rents than others, and care thould be
takennot to diminifh flill more the value of lands
lc_t‘ﬁlﬁgady too, cheap, or make one landlord pay
~ more than another, merely becaufe his eflate was
of ‘poorer ground, and-thercfore let at lower rents.
8 10 avoid thefe inconveéniencies, every rent roli
\ | ' . is
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is indifcriminately taxed in proportion to its quar-
tity, we fhall have indeed a general rule fufficiently
clear, and which will compleatly redrefs all grie-
vances, if totally and violently altering the prefent.
flate of things can do {o, fince thofe rich grazing
counties which now contribute very little in pro-
portion to the clergy would then have almoft the
entire burthen of {upporting them, but perhaps
this is the very thing withed, as the gentlemen
of thofe counties have fuch zeal for the church,
that they wifh to fupport not only their own par-
{fons, but all thofe of the poor counties adjacent.
Befides all this, care muft be taken'to infert in the
new laws clear and ftrong claufes to_prevent the
Jandlord at the expiration of every leaic from de- |
manding an additional rent to recompence himfelf, i
and the tenants from confenting to pay it, except )
perhaps that the caution is unneceflary, as it is {o ‘
unufual among?t Irifh landlords to raife their rents,
or irifh tenants to outbid each-other.

Tithes are divided amongft great multitudes in
very unequal fhares; handed down in fome lay
families, from generation to generation for ages
paft, leafed out and purchafed, and fettled with
a1l the variety of legal forms, and it is required to
{ubftitute a new {pecies of property on different
principles, to be paid in a different manner, and
by different perfons, and yet preferve all thefe
fhares diftinét,’and of equal value, without any
poflibility of producing confufion or altercation.

As tithes now ftand, they are {o calculated that
every man is well aware of what he muft pay—
cannot be fubje& to pay more but by his own vo-
Juntary act, and when his increafe of profit muft
cnable him to bear it without lofs ; and itis requir-
ed 10 find out a _new mode of levying the f{ame
{ums  which muft fubje&t every man to different |
impofts )

|
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impofts independent of his own acls, freeing fome
who have hitherto paid much, and loading others
who have hitherto paid little, and this with fuch
evident equity and exact confideration, as to filence
all murmurs and leave no room for tuture difcon-
tents.

The property to be removed is fuch, that it
muft neceflarily fall and rife with the value of mo-
ney, and which cannot be raifed to an exorbitant
price, without the exprefs confent of the purchd-
{er ; and for this is to be fubftituted another of' a
determinate kind, and yet not land, fo as that it
fhall vary conftantly with thevalue of money, ne-
ver opprefling him who is to pay, nor failing the
expectation of him who is to receive it.

All thefe things are to be.done ; and to do thofe
things, it is neceflary to repeal the prefent code of
tithe laws, which are as old as any others in the
realm, to erafe all the reports and records of the
different cafes about tithes, which have been al-
ready decided as a burthen toour law books, and to
draw up a new code on different principles, with-
out any precedents to guide or affift their formation,
{o equitable in their arrangement of property as to
preclude difcontent, and fo free from ambiguity as
to leave no room for debate abaut their meaning,
and no poflibility of eluding their commaods.—But
let me correct myfelf, 1 have miftated this matter.
The old cede of laws is to be retained, I fuppofe,
for thofe parts of the kingdom which have not ex-
prefled any difcontent, and the reforming code
will extend for the prefent no farther than the fa-
gacityof the white boy legiflators has difcovered
the exiftence of grievances, and /ed the way for
parliament, ready however to extend itfelf to other
"Farts, as the fame fagacity fhall enlarge its re-

fearches. o '
' - All
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All thefe things are to be done. I have beard
much of the omnipoTeENCE ©of parliament, and
therefore do not deny but it may have all power to
do all thofe things ; and indeed would be happy to
find the experiment executed to the fatisfaction ofall
parties, as it would, I think, afford a comipleat
proof, not only of the omnipotence of parliaivent,
but of its infinite patience, and perfect infallibi-
lity—attributes which muft banifh ail ‘anxiety
about the nature and confequences of the mealures
of the legiflature, and produce fuch implicit faith
in them as would neceflarily iecure publictranquil-
lity, the conftant wifh of every true patriot.

"Fhe circumftances already confidered may help
us to decide, whether any plan of cemmutation can
be propofed likely to filence diicontents for the

prefent, and remove all grounds for their revival.

If each parifh is to pay hereatter the fame propor-
tion it does at prefent tothe clergy, let us fuppofe
a commutaticn fo wifely planned, that {uch propor-
tion is fixed in each parith, and fo diftributed, that
every man fhould paya fhare of the entire, exactly
proportioned toshis landed property. Were the
whole kingdom one parifh, perhaps the rich might
be dilnterefted enough to bear every additional
burthen without a murmur or firuggle, from thetr
zeal to relieve the poor; but as different panfhes
would pay very different proportions, they muft be
taxed unequally, i e. not in the fame proportion to
their rents 3 fo that.a man flepping from one parifh
to another would find himfelf placed ander a dif-
ferent] fcheme of laxes, witbout. any apparent ma-
iural reafon ; and itis hard to fay why the poor man
in onewparith, who found himfelf taxed as much
-as hisaich neignbour 1n another, would not have
‘as much reafon to complain of his induftry being
taxed, and his property loaded with unreafonable
iy FRerat .. burthens,
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burthens, as in the prefent fituation of things;
with this difference, that at prefent his tithe de-
pends on the quantity he chogfes to till, and .in-
creafes only when his profit alfo increafes. But on
the new fcheme, if obliged to pafs into another
parifh, his contribution to the fupport'of the
clergy would increafe without any increafe of his
profit, or diminution ot his induftry. Thus it ap-
pears a commutation is not {fuch a certain mode
of ftopping even prefent difcontents. . But what
would be the more remote confequences of fuch a
diftribution ? It is probable men would, as they
found opportunity, flock into thofe parithes where,
ceeteris paribus, the proportion contributed to the
fupport of the clergy was leat, which would
therefore become more populous, and require clofer
attention from the clergyman than before ; and yert,
from the fixed proportion of tithes to rent, would
pay lefs than tracts growing every day lefs popu-
- lous, which would probably in fome years produce
as much, and as well-grounded, difcontent as at
prefent, and afford as juft a pretext of unfettling
and new modelling the ecclefiaftical eftablithment.
~_Another objection arifes from the fame princi-
ples. At prelent there are parithes fo little tilled,
and {o thialy inhabited by Proteftants, as only to
afford fuftenance to one clergyman, and to require
the attendance of no more. Now, if the income
of fuch parith was fixed even, fuppofe it of fuch a
kind as to fall and rife with the value of money,
yet it could never maintain more than one clergy-
man, though by the alteration of circumiiances it
might, if the prefent tithe laws continued, be able
to maintain two or three, and require them; in
which cafe a bifhop could divide it as expediency
fhould direct. . |

- G The
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The objections now ftated apply foms or all of
them to every plan of commutation (not of land *)
I have ever heard or conceived, which may all be
reduced to three heads :—Some fixed proportion of
the new impoft to the rent of each acre, varying
with the quality of the ground, and prefent rate
paid by the parith, which muft vary as 1 have
ftated, and afford ground for all the difcontents
which I have thewn muft proceed from it. Thus
theffame portion of the acreable rent which might
double the income of the clergymen in the rich
- grazing counties in the fouth, would ftarve them in
the poor ones.—Or fecondly, fome certain quantity
of a particular produce of the earth, to be paid by
each parith annually, or its price, which muft vary

in the fame way, and give rife fo the fame com- -

plaints.—Or fome fixed portion of the acreable
reats, or fixed land tax, to be paid indilcrimi-
natcly every where, and the fum total diftributed
in due proportions amongft the clergy.

But T am weary of proving the uleleffnefs and
folly of plans, every one inconfiftent with the
other, and all with reafon and equity.  Of provin
that men who are diffatisfied with the prefent fyI%
tem for fupporting the clergy, for fcarce any reafon
but becaute it is a fyftem for fupporiing the clergy.
will quarrel with any that can be fubftituted
for the fame caufe. Of fhewing that plans will
not extend to the whole kingdom, or any confide-
rable part of it, which were rafhly formed, by
fhort-fighted’men, from a curfory view of the fup-
poled grievances exifting in their own particular
parifh or eftate. Tt were eafy to go on, tor abfur-
dity is a wide field ; but I will clofe all my objec-

tioris with this fhort one ; that every plan of com-

. # Vid. Poflfeript,
; mutation
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mutation is to be objected to, becaufe it is a p/ an nf
commutation—becaule it changes an old and efta-
blifhed, and known {yftem, for we know not.whar:
for, to the inconveniencies which the dulleft man
may forefee will attend a commutation, may be
added, a great fum, indeed, for yet unforefcen evils;
fince it has been ever found that any total altera-
tion of an extenfive fyflem of laws or property,
brings with it numberlels inconveniencies which no
- fagacity could forefee : this I leave to be confi-
dered by thofe who think the flighteft inconveni-
. encies juftify the moft extenfive changes, and that

all grievances muft ceafe if the circumitance com-

lained of is altered, whatever confequences may
attend fuch an alteration.

I am now to confider whether you, Gentlemen,
ought, in prudence or the regard due to the in-
tereft of your {ucceflors, as well as your own, to
confent to a commutation. It would feem unne-
. ceflary to add much to what has been faid already,
- in order to prove that you ought not; for if no
equitable commutation is praé‘ncable, and-no poffible
commutation would effettually remove difcontent,
or filence complaint, you certainly ought not, and
“both thefe things have, 1 think, been already

roved ; but I vnfh to leave as little doubt as polii-
gle on any man’s mind, and therefore will compare,
as accurately as I can, the reafons oa both fides.

I know there are many amongft you fo tired out
with the difpufting minutice of b'lrg:umng and en-
forcing payment fromevery petty cottager, as tobe
ready to throw up your prefent incomes, and take
| chance for recelvmg any other, though much lefs,
1f fccure of having it paid regularly, and without

uble ‘to you. Others, fo alarmed with the late
(ﬁur ances, and o apprehenfive of their continu-

Q,Ree ?md return, as to be réady tormake any facri-
G fice
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fice that would effe@ually reflore. and preferve
peace. But you fhould remember that thefe are
but temporary and local inconveniencies, not to be
put into competition with any univerfal and lafting
eviis, which would afc(t the eftablithment of your
whole order, and the general interefts of religion.

As to the firft, you might perhaps i many
places find fome expedient which would leflen the
burthen on you, without oppreffing the poor.—
Thus you might leafe to the feveral head landlords
the tithes of their whole eftates for” feven years,
provided your incumbency lafted fo long, at their
average value for an®equal perfbd paft. They
might eafily incorporate thefe with their rent, and
levy then iu the manper leaft difirefiing to their
tenantry ;—cncourage tillage, by diminithing the
rates for each acre as the number of acres increal-
ed ;—while you would preierve your juft rights,
by makiog rzgular valuaton eacli year during the
leafe, never fetting for a longer period, and at the
end of cach period repewing your bargain, as the °
intervering valuatiens "apd other circumftances
fhould paint out was moft equitable and -advan-
tageous to all part'es ;—avoiding, by the {hortnefs
ot the leales and theconflant valuation, any modus
or limitation to a fixed fum of money being efla-
blithed againft you. This Icheme, or fome fuch
as this, might in many places relieve you imme-
diately ; buteertainly if you wait with a little pa-
tience, you,muft be relieved in time every where.
As induftry and commerce, which are daily in-
creafing, diffule wealth and knowledge through the
kingdem, the clergy as well as every other order
of men would partake in the benefits of fuch a
chapge—the people, more enlarged and liberal in |
their fentiments, would acknowledge your claims |
more readily, and pay them with l-?:’%s relu&ancel—-__

: ' the
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the increafe of population and agriculture would
increafe your property, and the diffufion of pleaty
and riches would caufe it to be paid more certainly
and fatisfactorily : all which advantages you would
probably foifeit, by rafhly: coufenting to an.ill-
planned and inadequate commutation, to get rid
of your prefent diftrefs.  Asto the alarm from the
late difturbances, he muft have little confidence in-
deed in the juflice of pasliament, and the vigour of
government, who fhould fuppofe that if the final
refolution of the legiflature be to preferve the pre-
fent mode of lgvying tithes, there will. not be fuf-
ficient care taken to form fuch“legal provifions,
where wanting, ‘as may enable you,to recover your
rights with certainty and eafe, and fecure to you
{uch affittance as may effectually execute fueh pro-
vifions. And whether you were concerned or not,
it is indifpenfably neceflary for government to adopt
the moft fpeedy and decifive meafures to reftore
the peace of the country, and punith and reftrain
offenders, who are now emboldened by paft impu-
nity, to proceed to fiill, greater outrages. lhis
once effected, the people will feel the neceffity of
acquielcing in your juft claims; and as an uniuc-
- cedsful attack alwaysweakens and difpirits the in-
vaders, and lequses the power it was intended to
deftroy, fo you will be more fecure than ever.~—
That if the late attack on your rights is once com-
pletely deféated, no fuch will be again ventured.
You oughttherefore to ednfider the expediency of
a commutation, unbiafled by terror from the late
difturbances.

‘1o emable you to do this, let us apply the com-
mon priciples of dealing between man and man
to this fubject. "Any man of fenfe, propofing an
exchange, would confider, firft, whether his own
property was circuinftanced fo as that he would
pro’gably' difpofe of it to advantage, and recéive in

s A exchange
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exchange what it was intrinfically worth. Next,
whether the property offered him was of as per-
manent a nature, and as likely to retain its pre-
{ent eftimation as that to be refigned. And laftly,
whether the legal title to it would be equally fe-
cure, |

Now, as to the firlt point, your warmeft friends
promife no more than that you fhall receive an
equivalent, and how is this to be eftimated ?» why,
by the averagerate at which your livings have let
for a T certain period paft. inow it is certain that
this average rate never could in-any parifh exceed
the real value of the living, and there 1s a moral
certainty that in numbers it has fallea very confi-
derably (hort of it, from the abfence or iﬂa&ivity
of the incumbents, from the poverty of the peo-
ple, and the temper of the times, which has made
them unwilling to pay the full value, and reduced .
the prices of uthes for fome time paft very confi-
derably, from the bad execution of the laws, which
has had the fame effc& in many places in the fouth
of Ireland. Thus I know, that fince the acts in-
tended to facilitate the colletion of fmall dues
were paft, the clergymen who were by thefe acts
to obtain redrefs-from the neighbouring juftices of
peace, as final judges, have never been able to re-
cover them at all, or at leaft to a very inconfider-
able amount: Such has bgen the equity and acti-
vity of thefejudges. Now ail thefecaufes are tem-
porary and local, {uch as muft vanifh if the king-
dom grows rich and indufirious, and the laws are
effectually executed, which furely it is to be fup-
pofed will be dane fome time or other. No pro-
perty therefore could be expofed to fale under
greaterdifadvantages. You would be as imprudent

3 1 here funps[= the average rate is known, as the Bifhop of
Cloyne has fufliciently thewn that itis almott impafiible equit=
ably to detetmine this rate.—Vid, page 65, &c. - - .




Bt RS el

( 55 )

in offering tithes to be exchanged now, as a centle-
man would be in offering his eflate to fale at a
time when the improvements were in a rainous
ftate, the farms let to bad tenants, and the title
fuppofed to be difputed, though he were morally
certain that in a few years the legality of his title
would be univerfally acknowledged, theimprove-
ments repaired, and the farms let to fecure and.
rich tenants. But is it /o certain that you would
receive an equivalent even for the prefent value of
tithes ? Is the {pirit of equity and confideration
for your order /o general and firong, that you have
no reafon to fear any diminution of your property,
elpecially when it 13 thought you will be glad to
take any thing rather than keep what you have ?
And men will think they do you no injury by di-
minifhing your incomes, provided they free you

from your prefent unpleafant fituation ; only this

is certainly in your favour, that as the purpofe of
a commutation is to transfer the burthen from the
poor to the rich, and the rich are to be the regula-
tors of fuch commutation, they will not have either
the will or the power to diminifh thefe burthens, by
leflening your incomes. To thefe circamftances
you fhould add, that if an adequate commuration
fhould once be effected, if it originated at your
own defire, or was {an&tioned by your own confent,
you would find it very difficult indeed to effect any
change in it; and would probably be not a little
cenfured, fhould you even attempt it. Much
therefore is hazarded by confenting to any plan of
commutation ; and it does not appear that any pre-
fent gain is at all to be expeted. Whether it is
wile to put yourfelves in this fituation, you can

beft judge.
- We are next to confider the kind of property to
be.refigned, and whether you may expect in its
Place any as little liable to diminution, by af:ci-
dent
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dents, by timé, or luctuatien of value. Itisevident
that tithe muft always be equally and readily fale-
able, except illegal combinations preveat it, that
1t mufl fall and rife exactly in the fame proportion
with the value of money, the quantity of produce,
and the number of confumers, and that if your
right to tithes was fecured, the value of them muft
rile as the indufiry and commerce of the kingdom
increafes. ivow what other kind of property could
you expect {o advantageoufly circumftanced—=it is
acknowledged by every one that a fiated fum of
money would be wholly unjuft, figce its compara-
tive value might in time be fo leffenedasto be entire-
ly inadequate to the fupport of ite poffeflor, as has
happened 1n many parts of England and Wales.
If a particular kind of produce; as potatoes or -
wheat, were fubftituted, yetthe value of that par-

ticular produce compared with the other neceflaries

of lite might be very much diminithed by circum-

ftances ; thus, if the pedfantry grew rich enough

or [ufficiently fkilful in tillage, to afford living on

corn as in England, potatoes would fink in value ;

and probably people would eadeavour to fubftitute

fome other kind of provifion in place “of that affign-

ed for the fupport of the clergy, in order to lower

1sprice, and thusleficn their own burthens.

A certzain proportion of the new impoft to rent
would not be liabie to thefe objections, but whe-
ther paid by the landlords or tenants would be fuch |
an obvious diminution of their incomes as would |
render fuch a mode of fupporting the clergy more
generally orfenfive, and more an object of conftant
cavit and depredation, than any other.

Laft of all, the {ecurity of the title on which you ]
would fiold any new kind of property is to be con-
fidered T.and here it is that 4 commutation appears
to be little lefs than a {urrender of your prefent

property,
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property, without any certain equivalent. For
what certainty will there be in the pofleflioni of 4
property, totally of a new kind, for which there
muft be as many acts of parliament as there are pa-
rithes, afcertaining exactly the fums to be raifed—
the articles on which they are to be levied—the
mode of colleéting—an omiflion or ambiguity in
any one of which circumftances may deprive a cler-
gyman at once of perhaps half hisincome; orleave
Him deftitute of legal means to enforce payment,
and efpecially when there are no precedents that
could either regulate the formation of thefe adts,
or determine their conftruction. The anfwer to
this it will be faid is obvious ; whea thefe ambigui-
ties in the words or deficiencies in the provifions
of the a&ts are difcovered, it will be ealy for par-
liament to explain the one and fupply the other; or
in other words, the clergy may fafely make the
experiment, have their property placed on a new
foundation and fubjeét to new reguiations; if itis
badly done now, why, it will be better ‘managed
another time? It will be but to wait fome few feore
years, and have a fuficient number of alts paffed
to amend acts, ‘explaining acts entitled aéls to re-
peal the prefent tithe Jaws; it is but to fee afew
lawyers and have a fufficient number of {uits car-’
ried on and cafes decided, and then you will have
precedents enough in your favour, and be almo/t
as fecure as at prefent, when you have the moft
fecure title of auy men in the nation to your pro-
perty, guardedabout by common law and flatute
lIaw, from thevery firft dawnings of law amongit
us, in which no pofiible doubt can arife, either
about the quantity of your claim or the mode of
recovering it, not already decided. = Where the
ingenuity of lawyers can hunt out no new amagui-
ty, and the fpirit of litigioufnefs feeks 1n vain for
SN : H | 1) TEW:
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new pretexts of legal contention. This will be &

commutation indeed, a commutation of tranquillity

for law fuits, certainly for uncertainty, of a pro-,

perty venerable for its origin and antiquity, fecuy-
ed by law and prefeription, which every man
knows the extent of, for one newly created, which
the pofleflors will {carcely know how much or what
it s intended to be, where you will probably pur-
chafe every additional {ecurity by feme diminution
in the quantum of your right, which atits com-
mencement will be defigned only to equal what
you at prefent poflefs. 38 |

Thus, in every pofhible view, in which a com-
mutation can be confidered; it appears entirely
inadmiflible, or at leaft highly inexpedient, imprac-
ticable at leaft on equitable prineiples. If practi-
cable, illicalculated to remove complaints er grie-
vances for the prefent,  or prevent their return,
offering nothing to be gained at the prefent, and
attended with the hazard of lofing much and.irre-
parably, exchanging a property of a known extent
and permanent pature for one you know not what,
and (your title/ to which is ancient, fecure, and
undifputed, for a new iunfecure and difputable
title.

And what are the pretexts on which your confent
to fuch a ftep is required ¢ The oppreflive nature
of tithes, or their great abufe from the exorbitance
of your demands and the rapacity of your exactions,
pretexts which, though poflibly well founded ¥
fome few inftances, muft, as it feems, be in the
general merely chimerical. Now, who would calk
for the repeal of any body of laws merely becaufe
they -‘were in fome few inftances rigoroufly execut
ed, or ill applied? Who would repeal the laws
againft debtors, or call for tabule nove, becaufe
fome creditors are relenilgfsly rigid¢ Who would

deprive
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deprive landlords of their rights becaufe fome
few may require exerbitant rents, or extort them
with minute rapacity. And why fhould reafoning
that would not apply to any thing elfe in the
world apply to tithes.

But it is faid tithes are the chief caufe of“the

miferies of the poor: if this were true, it would,
indeed, bea decifive argument with every humane
clergyman to confent to an exchange; but] think
‘it muft be evident to every man who confiders the
ftate of the fouth of Ireland, that thisis a grofs
mifreprefentation—that the miferies of the poor
are owing to very different caufes, and can only be
removed by the gradual increafe of commerce, 1n-
duftry and wealth, the relaxation of rents, and
increafe of the price of labour. "Let no clergy-
man then fuppofe, that by {acrificing his rights
he would refcue the people ‘from diftrefs ; he
might, like the widow in the gofpel, throw in his
mite with equal good inteation, but with the fame
effe@ ; his whole living would, indeed, be loft, but
“thofe on whom it was beftowed would be Tittle re-
lieved. _

[ have now ftated all the meafures I have been
able to think of, that feem moft neceflary, at the
prefent very critical juncture, to redrefs your paft
injuries, and fecure your rights in future, viz.
that you fhould immediately and demonftratively
‘convince the public of the violence and enormity
‘of your enemics, by publifhing a brief, but au-
‘thentic jourmal of their proceedings, and how
little real caufe they had for fuch violences, by
ftating the rates you have generally received for
_your property ;—to demand reflitution for your

aft loffes, and proteétion in future, with that con-
fidence which your innocence apd a due reliance
on the juftice of the legifiature, and the vigour of

? ek | 6 it govern=
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government, ought to infpire ;——and fipally, to ins-
{ift on preferving your ancient rights, asany com-
mutation would be ufelefs to the public, and highly
injurious to you. Nothing now remains but to en-
courage you to thefe exertions, by thewing. that
you muft be firongly and effctually fupported,
not only by the power and influence of thofe who
are the heads and guardians of your order, but alfo -
by numbers ot the moft relpectable and powerful
laymen, bound by intereft, and engaged by the
Atrongeft ties of duty, to fupport your juft de-
mands, and defend you againfl every enemy.

And here a ftrong defence of the clerical order
arifes, from the fame canfe that ence impoverithed
and weakened 1t, even the great fhare of the tithe
of the kingdom, which is placed in lay hands, and
forms part of their regular-eftates. Such men
muft be bound to {upport your juft rights, becaufe
by deferting them they abandon their own; they
muft clearly fee, that (0 exchange an old and de-
terminate property, of a permanent nature, and
held by a fecure title, for another of they know -
not what nature and extent, and on a new and in-
fecure title, muft be ill policy indeed : they muft
al{o think themielves bound in honour to prote&
you, as they/cannot but be conicious that much of
the clamours againft tithes, though indifcriminately
Jevelled againtt the clergy, has originated from
the mannerlay impropriators have managed theirs,
who, concetving they ought to difpofe of tithe at
the fame rates with any other property of the fame
value, have demanded fo much more for it than
- clergymen have ufually prefumed to do, as afford-
ed a pretext to complain of grievance and exaction ;
the lay impropriators are therefore bound by ho-
«mour, as well as intereft, by a regard for their re-
_putation, as well as their purfe, to vindicate the
| charac-
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charaéter of the clergy from calumny, and defend
their rights againft ufurpation. But befides thefc,
all who have the patronage of livings vefted in their
families, muft be anxious to prelerve their value
unimpaired, which, though no immediate addition
to their own incomes, enables them to gratify the

«calls of friendfhip, reward the claims of merit, or

provide for the younger branches of thetr families ;
thefe are particularly interefted in your prefervati- -
on. And fince on the death of every clergyman,
his livings revert to the public, and every man
who has merit or intereft enough has a chance of
enjoying them ; and as men of obicure birth often
raife themielves by their hiterary exertions and
{ervices to a high rank in your order, every pro-
teftant is interefted in preferving thofe rights, and
that property, the reverfionof which his family
and defcendants have {o fair a chance of enjoying,
even if we confider pecuniary motives alone.
111, however, would it fare with you if there were
no more powerful motives than thefc to intereft
the laiety in your fupport. No; your claims are
much more ttrong, and more univerfal, extending

to every man of whatever religion, who has

any regard for law, any reverence for the con-
ftitution, any anxiety to prelerve peace, or
any property to fecure from depredation; and
conformably to this, one-of your moft active de--
fenders, who has received the public thanks of
your order for his exertions in your fupport,
is a * Roman Catholic nobleman, who had
good fenfe enough to fee, that he who fuffers laws
to be violated with impunity, and property attack-
ed without refiftance, fuffers the only protection
which fecures himfelf to be deftroyed—and virtue

* Lord Vifcount Kenmare, at Killarney.
enough
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cnough to refolye, to punifh guilt and defend in-
nocence, whatever may be the religious profefiions
of thofe to whom thefe characters apply. Surely
the {ame motives, when duly weighed, muft unite
in the {ame caufe multitudes who have hitherto
not {ufficiently attended to the real ftate of things.
The country gentlemen have probably: in_many
places been influenced by the loud and genéral
clamours againft the clergy, to believe there-muft
be more caules for them than they could them-
felves difcover, and therefore may have refolved to
lie ftill till the ‘people fhould fully difcover and
prove their grievances, and point out the'means of
redrefling them; but fufficient titie has now clapt-
ed, and no fpecific charges of exerBitance or ex-
tortion have been any where advanced, much lefs
proved, though the clamours have continued un-
abated.—Nor have the pealantry or yeomanry any ‘
where been able to ftate their grievances, or point
cut in what circumftance theéy ought to be redref-
fed. ,

Others who have good. inclinations, though but
little clofenefs of obferyation, have not been yet |
- {ufficiently fenfibl€ of the danger with which every |
man is thréatened, ‘when law and order is violated
with impunity, andthe rabble {uffered to extend:
theri outrages without controul; and they feem to
have fuppoled that the right-boys would never ex- |
tend their reforming hand beyond the grievances ;
they at firft complained of, or ever attempt an _!

encroachment on the rights of fo powerful a body -;
as the landholders of Ireland. But the refolutions of |
the * MuNsTEr ParLIAMENT may at length con-

vince them of their miflake, and roufe them from

* Vide the proclimation in the Freeman’s Journal, December
oth, 1780, :
| ‘ their

3
s b o
4,98
¢




BT O o SRR T e Ay e TR - - - T —

061

their lethargy. That affembly has refolved fo ek
tend their REFORM to the GRIEVANcES of RENT:.
and it is eafy to forefee, that if they do not mieet
with vigorous and immediate oppofition, this ge*
‘rorM will be carried on with double rapidity and
double zeal, as the grievance of paying rent is {o
much more opprefive and wniverfal than’ that of
tithe. . The country gentlemen may therefore now
judge with certainty whether they may fuffer your
rights to be wrefted from you by a lawlefs multi-
tude, perfedly fecure, that they will be able by 2
word to curb the rapacity of fuccefsful violence,
and calm turbulence into peace, whenever their
own repofe is difturbed, or their own property at-
tacked. |

" Nor have your enemies been lefs indaftrious to
roufe government 1n your defence, than to convince
the men of landed property that their former le-
aity was miftaken, and their acquiefcence impoli-
tic. Their proceedings have been a coutinued iti-
fult on the executive power, as if they were cer-
tain their caufe was favoured and their meafures
approved by government, and the fteps taken
againft them a mere mockery—forms requifite to
preferve the -appearances of decency ; they have
econtinued their outrages uninterrupted by judges
and courts of law, unterrified by the military
force, in contempt of the commands and defiance
of the power of government, only roufed by op-

ofitien/te’ carry on their depredations more vio-
Eemly and univerfally—to levy contributions ia

fupportsof their good caufe with more rigour—-

and difcover new ingenuity in the invention, and

new *.adlivity in ihe praétice of cruelty—thewing
* For a proof of this I refer to the 103d and 1o4th pages of

the Bilhop of Cloyne’s pa'mphlet.‘- d
their
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thcir veneration for the {upreme authority, _by. imi{ _

tating its language and affuming its privileges.— -

They too have their commiffions, and their laws,
and their parliaments; and to evince ftill mote
that they value his Majefty’s rights and privileges
as much as their own, they have refolved to ufe them
as their own top, to diminifh and modify them as
their legiflative wifdom dictates. Thus they have
refolved to DIMINISH HEARTH-MONEY, as (o0 Op-
preflive, By oNE HALF ; and I have been affured
by a very refpectable collector of a fouthern coun-
~ty, that his Majefty’s officers were obliged to fuf-
pend the collection till the arrival of force to fup-

port them. o) |
It is therefore neceflary for government either. to
crufh at once your enemies, who are alfo theirs,
or give up their authority, and yield the fceptre to
thefe more able legiflators. And this is as necef~
fary for their honour as theirfafety. Many are
not athamed to fay, that the infurgents had good
grounds to rely on, the acquiefcence of govern-
ment, and that the 11l {uccefs of the meafures taken
to defeat their violence arofe from the want, not
of power, but of will, to a&t with vigour and’ ef-
fect. To me this appears d libel, too fcandalous
to be credible :—No, it is impoflible but govern=
ment muit have wifhed to protet you, and failed
in doing fo only becaufe they were not fufficiently
aware of the cunning and the firength of your ene-
mies: they muft therefore réfolve to vindicate
their charater from every fuch impuatation, and
prove that the guardianfhip of the laws and confti-
tution is entrufted to men able and willing to re-
{train violence, punifh guilt, and maintain religion
and virtue. This they muft do, or ceafe to be a
government. . Your caufe then is theirs; you are
| ’ | attacked,

%
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attacked, ‘but through you their dignity and autha-
rity is alfo attacked :—All muft be fecured, or all
overturned together.

But it is not only thofe who are united with you
by the profpect of pecuniary advantage, or roufed
by the indignation every honeft man muft feel
at lawlefs violence and wanton cruelty, and the
intereft every confiderate man muft take in' the
prefervation of public order and public peace; who
muft neceflarily unite in your defence., Reafon
and juftice, law and the conftitution, are indeed
your advocates, and fure their voice will be liften-
ed to; but a ftill more venerable advocate remains
that pleads aloud in your behalf, and will not,
cannot be defpifed—even true religion and pure
chrifianity—which muft fink into obfcurity and
oblivion, 1f its teachers are reduced firft to pover-
ty, and next, what muft neceflarily follow, de-
graded into ignorance and contempt, Hence it is
your fure defence muft be derived, for it cannot
be but there muft be multitudes of the moft honeft
and indufirious among the lower, and the moft
powerful and refpectable among the higher clafles,
fincere believers of Chriftianity, and therefore firm
friends to you, who have hitherto been inactive
becaufe judging ‘of others by themfelves, they
were not fenfible of your danger, or becaufe they
waited till the fit time to enterpofe fhould come,
and with the retired medefty of virtue, and the
amiable meeknefls of religion, were unwilling to
blazon forth profefifions of friendfhip among crouds,
or prematurely and oftentatioufly difplay their re~
folutions of future firmnefs in your fupport; but
the time is now arrived when it becomes all fuch
to ftep forward with an honeft indignation, and
avow they are not athamed of the faith they pro-
fefs, nor flow to prote&t the minifters who teach
I it,
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it, to protect them not with violence and perfe-
cution, but againft lawlefs violence and unmerited
perfecution. Men of fucha character, and united
in fuch a caufe, will not, cannot be refifted ; wice
and infidelity will fly appalled before them, and
after fkulking for a while beneath the falfe pretext
of fome temporary gricvance, when driven from
that defpicable refuge will fink without a- ftruggle
into filence and difgrace. '@a

FUPHRANOR.
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_ TWO days before the preceeding fheets were
fent to prefs, the Bithop of Cloyne’s ‘pamphlet
appeared ; had their author forefcen that fuch a
writer would have laid this fubject {0 clearly and
fully before the public, he never would have at-
tempted writing them, and on fecing this had been
done; he deliberated whether he fhould not fup-
prefs them, but on finding his conclufions as to the
mexpediency of a commutation agreed with thofe
of the Bifhop, the fanction of fo great an authority
confirmed him in believing their publication could
do mo injury to the caufe of the clergy, and bLe
could not refrain from grautying the earneft with
he had long felt to make fome effort, however
fecble, in their fupport. - He, however, refolved to
erafe fome obfervations relative to the inexpedi-
ency of commutation for land, which has been fo
fully proved by the Bifhop, that it muft be pre-
fumptuous and ufelefs to add any thing further
on it.

For the fame reafon he has not touched on the
mode of proceeding in {uits for tithes in the eccle-
fiaftical courts, fo ably defended, firft by Theophi-
lus, and next by the Bithop’s pamphlet. In other
things his reafonings and plan are fomewhat differ-
ent from thefe writers, but ftill he fears he hu:
too often, “though undefignedly, been led by the
naturg of -his plan to repeat arguments ftated be-
fore. with more ability, yeu trufis the goodnefs of

his intention will be accepted as an excufe.
I2 The
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The author begs leave to fuggelt to the clergy-"
men in the fouthern parts of lreland, whether 1t

would not be expedient that a committee {hould be
formed by the moft refpectable clergymen inand
about the capital of each county, to-carry the
meafures recommended in the preceding fheets, or
any others-they fhould judge expedient, intorexs
ecution. Each of thefe might collect thie accounts
of the outrages of the white-boys, and the average
rates of tithes compared with the. prices ia the
adjacent markets in their county, compile and lay
them before the public.  Butabove all, they might
procure exact ftatements of the lofles each tithe
proprietor, whether laymaniorelergyman, had {uf-
tained, and prepare a petition praying redrefs from
parliament, to be handed abeut and figned by every
perfon fo injured. This meafure is ealy, can be
carried into execution without lofs of time, is at-
tended with none ot the ingonveniencies and liable
to none of the objeétions which I have been n-
formed prevented 2 general meeting of delegates
from the clergy of.cach county in Dublim; can
give no offence to any rank or defcriptiotr of mem,
and fome {uch feems abfolutely neceflary to redrefs
the lofles and preferve the rights of the clergy. 1
alfo call on the clergy of ‘the north of Ireland,
to wnite with thole of the fouth, in praying
parliament to admit of no commutation; if this
ftep is judged ufelefs to the public, and incon-
fiftent with the intercft of the whole order, I
there were no danger attending themfelves, the
clergy in the north would not {urely defert the fup-
port of their diftrefled brethren.  But this is cer-
dainly not the cafe, it is eafy 10 forefee, thatif the
white-boys in the fouth are fuccefstul in their vio-
lent and lawlefs endeavours to deftroy the property

of the clergy, and thus free themfelves from the -

*
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grievance of paying them, the example will be
too inviting not to be followed by the peafantry in
}28 north, however peacable they may be at pre-
nt ) '

The author believes he will be eafily exéufed for
adding the following paflage out of the celebrated
Bithop Berkley’s Minute Philofopher, as it feems
very applieable to the prefent times, and the book
is fomewhat fcarce. The {peakers are Lyficles
and Alciphron, minute philofophers or free-think-
ers, [i. e. gentlemen <white-boys| together with Crito
and Euphranor, Chriftians. .

Lyf——=This 1s certainly good. policy, that we
fhould be frugal of our money, and referve it for
better ufes, than to expend on the church and reli«
gion.

Cri. Surely the old apologue of the belly and
members need not be repeated to fuch kno ving
men. It fhould feem as needlefs to obferve, that
all other ftates, which ever made any figure in
the world for wifdem and politenefs, have thought
learning deferved encouragement as well as the
fword ; that grants for religfous uies were as fitting
as for knights fervice ; and foundations for propa-
gating piety, as:peceflary to the public welfare and
defence, as either civil or miiitary eftablithments.
But I afk who are at this expence, and what is this
expence fo much complained of ?

Lyf. Asif you had never heard of church lands
and tithes.

Cri.'But I would fain know how they can be
charged.as an ‘expence, either upon the nation or
private men. Where nothing is exported the nati-
on lofeth nothing : and it is all one to the gubhc,
whether money circulates at home through the
hands of a vicar or a{quire. Then as for private
anen, who, for want of thought, are full of com~

plaint
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plaint about'the payment of tithes; can any man
juitly complain ot it as a tax, that he pays what
never belonged to him 2 The tenantry rents his
farm with this condition, and pays his landlord
proportionably lefs than if his tarm had been ex-
empt from it : {o he lofeth nothing; it being all
one to him whether he pays his paftor or his land-
lord. The landlord cannot complain that hevhas
not what he hath no right to, either by grant,
purchafe, or inheritance: I his is the cafe of tithes ;
and as for the church lands; he furely can be no
free-thinker, nor any thinker at all, whodoth not
fee that no man whether noble, gentle, or plebeian,
hath any fort of right or claim to-them; which he
may not with equal juftice pretend to all the lands
in the kingdom. ' 013

Ly/. At prefent indeed we have no right, and
thdt 1s our complaint.

Cri: You would have then what you have no
pehibtes ogeiy ; i
.~ Lyf. Not fo neither : what we would have is
firft a right conveyed by law, and in the next
place, the lands by viftue of fuch right.

Cri. In order to this; 1t might be expedient in
the firft place, to get an act pafled for excommu-
nicating from all civil rights every man that is a
Chriftian, a fcholar, and wears a black coat, as
guilty of three capttal offences againft the public
weal of the realm:

Lyf. To deal frankly, 1 thinkit would be an ex-
cellent good act. It would provide at once for fe-
veral deferving men, rare artificers in wit and ar-
gument and ridicule, who have, too many of them,
but {mall fortunes with a great arrear of merit to-
wards their country,; which they have fo long en-

lightened and adorned gratis. ‘
: . Euph.
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Euph. Pray tell me, Lyficles, are not the clergy
legally poflefled of their lands and emoluments ?

‘Lyf. No body denies it.

Euph. Have they not been poflefled of them
from time immemorial ?

- Ly/. This too I grant.

Euph. They claim them by law and ancient pre-
{cription. |
~ Lyf. They do.

Zupb. Have the oldeft families of the nobility a
better title ? "

Ly/. I believe not. 1t grieves me to fee fo ma-
ny overgrown eftates in the hands of ancient fa-
milies, on account of no other merit;, but what
they brought with them into the world. '

Euph. May you not then as well take their lands
too, and beftow them on the minute philofophers,
as perfons of more merit ?

Ly/. So much the better. This enlarges our
view, and opens a new {cene : It is very delightful
in the contemplation of truth, to behold how one
theory grows out of another.

Ale. Old Patys ufed to By, that if the clergy
were deprived of their hire, we fhould lofe the
moft popular argument againft them.

7y/. But fo long as men live by religion, there
will never be wanting teachers and writers in de-
fence of it.

Cri. And how can you be fure they would be
wanting though they did not live By it; fince it is
well known Chriftianity had its defenders even
when 'men died by it? =

Lyf. One thing I know, there is a rare nurfery of
young plants growing up, who have been carefully
§uarded againft every air of prejudice, and {prink-

ed with the dew of our choiceft principles ; mean
while, wifhes are wearifome, and to our infinite
R | regret
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