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OF THE

LORDS of the COMMITTEE of Cou NCIL,
=
CONSIDERATION OF ALL MATTERS

A}‘?OINTED FOR THE

RELATING TO

Trade and Foreign Plantations,

UPON THE

TWO QUESTIONS

Referred to them by His MajesTY’s Order in Councﬂ
of the 14th Fanuary laft, viz.

I Upon the ProprIETY of reducing the Duties payable in
Great. Britain on the Importation of Goods, the Growth
and Manufa&ureof Ireland, to the fame Rate as the Duties
payable in Ireland, on the Importation of the like Goods,
the Growth and ManufaGure of Great-Britain.

1I. What REFERENCES are now given to the Importation of
any Article, the Growth, Produce, or Manufa&ture of Ire-
land, by any Duty or Prohibition on the Importation, Ufe,
or Sale of the like Articles from Foreign Parts; and how
far it may be the Intereft of Great-Britain in ' future to
continue or alter the fame.
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G o (3 )
At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the
| it Day of March, 178s.

By the Right honourable the Lords of the Committee
of Council,appointed for the confideration of all
matters relating to Trade and Foreign Plantations.

OUR Majefty having been pleafed, by your order
in Council, of the 14th of January laft, to fignify
your Royal Pleafure to this Committee, that they fhould
confider and report upon the propriety of reducing the
duties payable in Great Britain, on the importation of
oods, the growth and manufacture of Ireland, to the
%ame rate as the duties payable in Ireland on the impor-
tation of the like goods, the growth and manufacture of
Great Britain ; and that they thould alfo confider and re-
port what preferences are now given to the importation
of any article, the growth, produce, or manufacture of
Ireland, by any duty or prohibition on the importation,
ufe or fale of the like articles from foreign parts; and
how far it may be the intereft of Great Britain in future
to continue or alter the fame.

The Committee have taken this extenfive fubjec un-
der their confideration ; and they firft called for the ac-
counts neceflary for their information, that they might
fee in what articles of growth and manufacture the trade
between the two kingdoms was carried on, and to what
amount in each refpective article.—Upon examining
the accounts of experts and imports, as ftated by the
proper officers of the cuftoms in each kingdom, they
tound the moft material difference, not only in the total
valuations by which the real balance of the trade be-
tween the two countries could alone be afcertained ; but
alfo very great differences in the quantities of the fe-
veral fpecific ‘articles, ftated as imported from Ireland
into Great Britain. It is true, that Great Britain and .
Ireland .make up their annual accounts to different

eriods in'each year, ; viz. Great Britain to the sth of
?anuary in each year, and Ireland to the 25th of March ;
but this eircumftance is not fufficient, in the judgment
of the Committe, to reconcile the very great difference,
as well in the totals of each year, as in the quantities of
fome of the articles ftated in the accounts.—If the com-
mittce



R ey ———

- e B i

B e i S,

A 7

mittee are to rely o the accounts ftated in Ireland, the
balance of trade between Great Britain and Ireland is
much againft Great Britain ;—If; on the contrary, they
are to rely on the accounts of the Britifh Cuftom Houfe,
the balance of trade between the two kingdoms'is great-
ly againft Ireland ;—and yet it" is fingular, that in"the
moft capital articles of Irith export, it'appears, by‘the
Britith accounts, that more has been imported from
Ireland into England, than appears by:the Inifh accounts
to have been exported from thence to Great Britain —
Thus, in the period 25th March 1732, to j25th March
1783, it is ftated by the Irifh accounts, that 114,029Cwt.
2qrs. 141b. of butter only were exportéd -from thence to
Great Britain; and by thé accounts of the Englith Cuf-
toms it appears, that from the sth of January 1782, to the
sth of January 1783, 145,612cwtsis1b.:. were imported
trom Ireland into England only. It alfo appearsiby:the
Englifh accounts, that in the {ame period, 45,995 barrels
of pork, and 41,044cwt. 241b. oftallow were imperted
into England ; and by the Irifh accounts ‘44,408 barrels
of pork, and 31,667cwt, 21lb. of tallow enly, were
expoerted from Ireland inte/GreatBritain.

‘The quantity of linen imported into England in the
above perind appears, by the Englifh accounts, to be
near 1,000,000 of yards:more than the quantity faid to
be exported from Ircland into Great Britain, between the
25th of March 17824 and 25th of March 1983.~And,
exclufive of the articies above mentioned, many others
are totally omitted-in the lrith accounts ot exports to
Great Britain, or appear to be much lefs in quantity
than the imports into England; fo that if the Com-
mittee are to rely on the truth of the Englifh accounts,
with refpect to the import of the foregoing -articles, the
gencral balance of the trade between Great Britain and
Ireland, would be much greater againft Great Britain,
than it is ftated to be in the Irith accounts ; though, as
before mentioned, upon the total of the Britith account,
the balance appears to be confiderably againft Ireland.—
{t is true, that the Committee have not yet been able to
procure complete accounts of the trade between Ire-
land and Scotland ; bat it is not probable that any thing
would appear from thofe accounts, {ufficient to reconcile
the great contraditions before mentioned.

It



It is further true, that many articles of import and
export, in the accounts of England, Scotland, aud Ire-
land, are all differently rated: Thus in England, linen,
which is by far the capital article imported from Ireland,
is rated at from 7d. to gd. per yard ; in Scotland, atfrom
8d. to 3s. 6d. per yard; and in Ireland, the whole is
rated 1s. 4d. which makes a difference between the Eng-
lith and Irifh accounts of near 50 per cent. againft Irc-
land : and in the Scotch accounts, a diffcrence of near
as much in favour of Ireland.

The article of butter, is alfo rated near g0 per cent.
lower in England than in Ireland ; being at4os per cwt. .
in the latter, and only 27s. 6d. in the fermer.----Hides
tanned, are rated at 47s. gd. in the Irifh accounts; and
untanned at 26s. 9d.  And in the Englith accounts, the
firft are only rated at from 8s. to 10s. and the laft at
from 6s. to gs.

The article of worfted, or bay yarn, is rated in Ire-
land at g0s. per ftone, and in England at 7s. 3d. only ;
and linen yarn, which 1s rated by the Irith accounts at
6l. per cwt. is by thofe in England rated at only from 4l.
4s. to sl. 12s. 1t a full inveftigation of this part of the
fubjeét was likely to reconeile the feveral accounts, the
time allowed the Committee is not fufficientfor that pur-
pofe ; but this labour would be ufelefs,- for it appears,
by what has been before ftated, that the guantities of
{everal capital articles exported from Ireland, and im-
-ported into England, during a period nearly fimilar, are
in the two accounts widely different.

Under thefe difficulties, and for want of fuflicient
time, the Committee find themf{elves obliged to leave this
{ubje&t. But that your Majefty may be informed of the
articles that principally conftitute the trade between the
two kingdoms; they will here infert the Irifh aceount
of their imports and exports, from and to Great Britain
for five.years, ending the 25thMarch, 1784 ; by which
your Majefty will fee, not only thearticles in which the
commeree between the two kingdoms confifts, but the
quantities and value, and the duties now payable there-
on, asdtated by your Majefty’s officers of the Cuftoms
iy Ireland.

An



An ACCOUNT of the DUTIES payable on
Goods, of the Growtl;, Produce, or Manufa&ure
of IRELAND, ImrorTED from thence into
GREAT-BRITAIN.

DENOMINATION. D IY X,
;R Ny
Ale - - — | — 11 = the Ton
Cuftoms.
and befides ‘ — 27 40 = per Ct. on Value
Excife on Ale imported - — | — 17 3 the Barrel of 32 Galls.
Apples — — V7 2 3353 the Bufhel
Arms, prohibited without Licence. |
fhes, viz. a
Pot and Pearl Afhes —Adrr 2 2:85  theiCwt.
Weed, Wood, or Soap Afhes | — — 6 12 the Cwt.
Bacon — Free.
12 Geo. IIL. 7 Bark, when the Price
eoh 5o b will allow the im-
o .19. J portation —.~— 1 35 the Cwt.
Beef — Free.
Beer — == 1L, ~—1h¢ T an
Cuftoms.
and befides 27 10 — per Cwt. on Value
Excife on Beer imported — 17- 3 the Barrel of 32 Galls.
Bladders —_— -~ =— 1 25 the Dozen
Books, bound —_— — 19 . 24EHe TN,
Pl 450

unbound —
Books, firft compofed and
printed here, and re-print-
ed in Ireland, are prohi-

9 z5 the Cwt. -

bited.
Bottles, of Glafs -- ~— 6 1114 the Dozen
Brafs Shruf  — - — 13 a'%5 the Cwr,
Bricks s -= 7 1 45 the Thoufand

Bullion



L o AR o

(%)

DENOMINATION. DU Ty
&1 5ol
Bullion Free
Bullocks and Cows  ~—  Free
Butter —_— Free
Candles, of Tallow — t 12 6 ;2% the Cwt.
muft be imported in
Packages qt. 224 Ib,
Nett.
Candles, of Wax, whiteor yellow | — 7 =5 the Pound
green — | — *© 5 %2the Pound
muft be imported in
Packages qt. 224 1b.
Nett.
Candlewick 27 10 — per Ct. on Value
Cotton Yarnis Duty-free.
Cards, viz.'Wool Cards — 2 2 3% the Doz. Pair
gzi}: ama — 27 1o — per Ct. on Valge
= "y -
Chosilise } prohibited.
Chaifes — 27 16 — perCt.on Value
Chariots —_— — 127 19 == Do.
Coaches — — 1| 27 10 — Do.
Coals — =z | 27 10 = Do.
and befides —— — 5 6 the Ton
and more, if imported into
London = — — 3 31%¢he Ton
Copper, in Plates or Bric — | = 10 542 the Cwr.
Copper Ore s — — 8 ; the Cwt
Cordage —_— =1 ™~ 8 5.%theCwrt.
Corn, viz.

When the Price will allow
the Importation

Barley e—
Bere, or Bigg _
Beans ——
Qats —
Peafe ————

Rye —_—
Wheat —_—
Wheat Flour, —

RERRERR
RERERRE

2 52 the Quartet
2 !g DOO
325 Do.
3 75 Do.
iz Do.
2 35 the Cwt

Drapery,
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DENOMINATION.

0 v £

Drapery,
All Manner of Woollen
Cloth
Sruffs of all Sorts, made
of, or mixed with Wool
Dying Stuffs, viz.
Allum
Copperas  — Free
Orchal — Free

et

p———(

Earthen Ware
Fans, of Paper e
Feathers for Beds

Fith, viz.

Frefh it
Flannel
Flax, undreft Free
Fuftians, if not particularly rated

e o

Free
e ]

P

Glafs Ware —
and befides, for every pound
Weight
Glue
Gloves, prohibited
Grocery
Refined Sugar
19 Geo. III.} But Goods, of the
Cap. 48. Growth or Produc-
tion of Afia, Africa,
or America, in any
degree manufactur-
ed, are prohibited,
unlefs manufa&tur-
ed in, and imported
from, the place of
their growth or Pro-
~ duce.

e

S ———

Haberdathery, viz. -
Gold and Silver )
Lace
Lacess —
Needles —

Pins — —
Thimbles o -—
Golfi and Silver Thread pro-

prohibited.

e e

1 17 443 the Yard,

— ¢ 6 theYard
— 7 135 the Ct.
41 16 —  per Ct. on Value
— 1 -5 %2 theDozen
1 6 4515 the Cwt.
. — = 642 the Yard
27 10 — per Cent. on Value
46 15 —  per Cent. on Value.r
we  y . ¢ §3thePound
— 4 4 13 the Cwt

4 18 7 33 the Cwt.

— 13 2y} the Doz, Thoufand
—_—11 — Do.
— 13 275 Do
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DENOMINATION. DU XN

e
Lo d.

Hats, of Beaver Wool, or Hair 2-6 2,5 each
Hides, raw and undreft, )

except Horfe, Mare, }Free

or Gelding —
Hogs — Free
Hogs Lard — Free
Hops — — 5 18 942
Horns, of Ox or Cow — =~ 1 10 the 100
Horn Tips — — — — 6 ;3 Do.

not

Iron, unwrought
Iron Wares manufaured,

particularly rated .
Ivory, wrought, prohibited

Kelp

Lace, viz.
Gold and Silver, prohibited
Thread-bone Lace

Lead, viz.
Pigs
Red
Sheet
White
Ore
Shot

Linen,
Irifh Linen, plain,

with Certificate

Linfeed

Millinery, of Silk,
Mill Stones

IIIIII
YARY .

} kFree
Free

prohibited

Oakum _—
Oil, viz.
Linfeed Qil
Train Qil, imported
in Ships belonging
to Great Britain or
Treland, and taken
by the Crews -of
fuch Ships.
Ox Guts

Free

-
i
|

i

27

27

2

H ag

27
B

10 95 the Ton

14 3 53 the Cwr.

16 6 the Ton

17 % %5 Doz. Yds.

1o — per Cent on Value
3 8 the Cwt.’

10 — pr.Cent. on Value
4 4 %% the Cwe.

17 7 z& the Ton

1o — pr. Cent. on Value

4 — each
2 2,5 the Cwt,

4 — per Ton

10 —"per Cwt. on Value
st
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DENOMINATION.

DTY 7T 1.

Painters Colours
Pafte Boards
and befides

S 2.

————

Pictures, above 4 Feet Square
above 2, and under 4

Feet Da.

under 2 Feet Square
Pork Free
Rabbits Fur e s

Rape Cakes, or Cakes ;
made of Fiape Seed Free
Rape Seed, when the Price 1s at

15 Geo. I1L } or above £.12 1o the
Ch. 34. Laft

Seed, viz.
Clover Seed
Garden Seeds

Pa——

Silk Manufa&ures, and Ribbands

prohibited

Skins, viz. .
Calf undreft Free
Goat Skins, ~ Dit. Dit.
Kid Skins, Dit, ——
Lamb Skins, Dit.: ——
Rabbit Skins, Dit. —

Soap, Hard —_

Soft — —

muft be imported in Pack-
ages of 2z241bs. Nett.
Starch
muft be imported in Pack-
ages of 224 tbs, Nett.
Stockings, viz.
Cotton
and befides
Silk,
Silk and Worfted ¢ prohibit.

Silk and Cotton
Thread
“Woollen
Worfted

—

[ 1]

i

-w 1

Wi -

27
27

1 13 the Pound
2 11 52 the Thoufand
9 10 1% the Cwt.

it 6 each
3 Dit.
3 10 Dit.

— 1 33 the Pound

1 1 5% theLaflt

the Cwt.

29
— 1 355 the Pound

19 3 the 100
2.9 the 120
— 3 »& the Doz.
4 —  the Cwt.
W § 155 Dk
5 725 Dt

9 % 42 the Doz, Pair
to — per Cent on Value

9 7 18 the Doz. Pair
10, = . per Centon Value:
iq s Dit.



Londen, 28 Feb. 1785,
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DENOMINATION. 8 S & e B A%
! YW 4
Stuffs. See Drapery
Syder, — Cuftoms | 6 3 235 the Ton
Excife | 17 17 6  Ditto
Tallow e Free
Tongues — — Do.
Toys — —_— — | 33 — — per Cent. on Value
T'wine, -_— — ~— 11 — the Cwt.
Tiles, viz. Pantiles - 2 12 g the Thoufand
Velvet, prohibited if Silk
Vinegar — —_— 32 18 1045 the Ton
Walnuts — —_ — 1§32 the Barrel
Small Nuts —.,.2 2 §5 the Barrel
Whalebone, cut, prohlblted
Wood, viz.
: Cafks, empty e — 8 the Ton:
Hoops for Coopers — | — 5 10 35 the Thoufand
Ok Plank: = — . . — — 16 6 the Load, qt. 50 Feet
QOak Timber —— —. 8 3 the Load, qt. 50 Feet
Wooden Ware, not particu=
cularly rated — 27 10 —  per Ct. on Value.
- Wool — Free
Woollen Cloth. See Drapery
Yarn, viz.
Cotton Yarn ]
Liinen Yarn Free
Worfted Yarn
Cuftem-Houfe, R. FREWIN,
Examr.
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They will next infert an account of the duties pay-
able upon goods, the growth or manufacture of Ireland,
imported from thence into Great Britain. ("See page6. )

And that your Majefty may have fome view of the

eneral trade of Ireland, they will add a general account
of the value of the imports and exports of that kingdom,
from and to all countries, as taken from the accounts
ftated by the officers of the cuftoms in Ireland, for a
period of nine years ; and the balance for and againft
- them with Great Britain, the Britith colonies and plaa-
tations, and foreign countries, as it can be collected
from thofe accounts.  (“See Tabley page 15.) vl 1"
The Committce next proceeded to enquire into the
trade between ;the two kingdoms, in.many of the ca-
pital articles before ftated : And to enable them to form
a judgment, how far it might be proper to admit the im-
portation of fuch articles from Ireland into Great Bri-
tain, {ubject to the fame duties as are now payable in
Ireland upon importation of the like articles fEr)O,m Great
Britain ; they have been attended by many eminent
merchants and manufa@urers concerned in thofe re-
pettive branches of trade: and as in a bufinefs of fo
much 1mportance to the intereft of Great Britain, the
information received from gentlemen of their experi-
ence and knowledge, ought to be ftated with the ut-
moft accuracy, the Committee have thought it right to
lay the whole of their evidence before your Majefty,
notwithftanding the length of it—Long as it is, they
would have wifhed to have entered into a like invefti-
gation of other articles, in which the commerce be-
tween the two kingdoms is carried on, if there had
been time fufficient ; they truft, however, that the ar-
ticles they have felected are the moft important, and
the meft deferving your Majefly’s confideration.

Before they ftate the evidence given by the Merchants
and Manufacturers, they think it proper to obferve,

‘ Firft, That they humbly conceive, that fuch goods as
| are prohibited by the laws of Great Britain to be export-
. ed from this kingdom into Ireland, do not come within
| the terms of your Majefty’s order, and cannot therefore
| be confidered as any object of the prefent enquiry.

- Sccongly,
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Secondly, That itis intended, that fuch goods as are
fubject to any duties of excife, or other internal duty,
by the laws of Great Britain, fhall be made fubject, on
their importation from Ireland inte Great Britain, to a
duty equal to fuch excife or internal duty, in addition
to the duties payable in Ireland on the importation of
the like goods there.

The evidence of the merchants and manufacturers
upon the {everal branches of commerce, diftinguithing
each particular head ; and the perfons whom the Com-
mittee have examined, isas follows, viz. :

b W el 6 ks N Y Gl gl

Robert Patridge, Elquire, Mayor,

. of Norwich,

Mr. Feremiah Ives, of St. Cle-
ments, And

Mr. Zho" Kett, Merchants,

"Deputed by the Ma-
nufacturers of the
City of Norwich ;

Examined.

Q. In your Manufactures at Norwich, do you make
ufe of Irith yarn ?

A. We do—of Irith worfted yarn—we ufe about
3,500 packs in value about £, 87,200 annually.

Q. What proportion does the Irifh yarn, ufed in your
Manufacture, bear to the Englith ?

A. Nearly one-fifth, that is to fay, four parts in
five are Englith, and one Irifh.

Q. Areyouable to purchafe this yarn brought to

- Norwich cheaper than any of the like fort fpun in Eng-
land ? -

A. We ean purchafe it in general at about fix per
cent. cheaper, including freight, carriage, and all ex-
pences ; fometimes (according to circumftances) it is at
equal prices.

- Q. Can you ftate to the Committee what the freight
androther charges you mention, amount to ?

A. The freight and port duties we fuppofe to be
about 7s5. 6d. per pack—the Lord Lieutenant’s licence
four fhillings and nine pence, being in the whole

twelve
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twelve fhillings and three pence per pack, or about
two and a half per cent. This is exclufive of com-
miilion and infurance paid by the feller, which may a-
mount to about four per cent. more.

'To what caufe do you impute that the Irlfh are
able to {pin this yarn cheaper than the like fbrt is made
m England ¢

A. ~ We impute it to the difference of labour in {pin-
ning, which is as three to two.

.Q. What proportion does the labour bear in Eng-
and and 1n Ireland to the raw material, ‘in working up
my giver quantity of worfted yarn?

A. 'The labour in working up a given quantity of

wool into worfted ftuffs isabout £. 85 per cent with us;
of the remaining £. 15 percent. £.10 only is raw ma-

terial, and £. 5 articles bought, vix. foap, coals, dying
ﬂuﬁ &c.—The Irith labour can by nomeans bear an
equal propoumn, the raw material or wool, being much
dearer.””

Q. Do you apprehend, that in workmg this yarnup
into their own ftuffs, their labour is in the fame pro-
portion as in {pinning their yarn ?

A. We qurchend it1s by no means in the fame pro-
portion ; if we can truft their own Report, the expence
of combing is equal, and we infer from thence, that

the other branches of labour are equal too.

What difference of price is there in general be-
tween Englith and Irith wool ?

A. Irifh wool is 10zd. per lb. as ftated in their own
Report—Englith 6d. per 1b.

What difference is there in the quality ?

A. The Englith wool ufed in the Norwich manufac-
tures, to the fame purpofe for which Irifth is ufed, is
brighter, ftronger, and longer in the ftaple—this re-
fzrs to our more ordinary manufactures only, as the Irifh
wool is not fit for the finer and more valuable branches
of them.

Q. Have you found, fince the Irith ports have been
opened for the exportation of their woollen and worft-

€d manufactures, that they have rivalled you in the
foreign markets ? |

A. Not
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A. Not to our knowledge, except in Portugal, and
there not to any confiderable degree that we know
of. .
~ Have you any reafon to apprehend that Ireland
will be ever able to rival England in the baize wade ?

A. Not being manufacturers of baize, we cannot
give a precife opinion on that point, but we conceive
not ; part of the material being much dearer there than
here, and the material conflituting a great part of the
value.

Q. Is any quantity of Norwich manufaltures ex-
ported at prefent to Ireland ?

A. We believe not to any confiderable amount, and
that chiefly through the London market.

If the trade between England and Ireland, for
the woollen and worfted manufactures when compleat-
ed, was to be opened on an equal footing, that is to
fay, that the like woollen and worited goods tmported
from Ireland fhall pay the fame duties which the Bri-
tith woollen and worfted goods pay on the importation
there, is there any reafon to apprehend the fale of our
manufactures will be diminithed at home ?

A. The Norwich manufactures being chiefly for ex-
portation to foreign countries, we do pot deem our-
felves proper judges of this queftion in all its extent ;
but we fuppofe the Irith would not be able to rival us
in the home market, if care were taken that no boun-
ties were granted in Ireland to counteract the Duties
that may be impofed in England ; we apprehend they
could come neareft to us in fome light kind of worited
ftuffs, or ftuffs mixed with filk.

My Ewverett, of the City of London,

Q. What is your profeffion ?
+A. wlama factor, or warehoufeman, principally con-
cepned,in the export of woollens to [reland, and foreign

countries.
Q. Has
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Q. Has the export of woollens to Ireland increafed
of late, or dimintthed ? |

A. Decreafed ; in fine cloths confiderably, owing
to their non-importation agreement ; before that agree-

ment, [ exported thither to the amount of £ 30,000
per annum ; fince that, not to the amount of 5,000 a
year.
"~ Q. If the non-importation agreement was to ceafe,
do you apprehend the trade would revive to the fame
extent as before ?

A. 1 have do doubt of it from my corre{pondents,
who have given me confiderable ‘conditional com-
miffions. ‘

In what manner do you fuppofe they have fup-
plied themfelves fince the faid agreement ? .

A. From their old flock of Englifh ‘cloth, and their
own manufacture.

Q. Do you apprehend they have large manufactories
of fine cloths ?

A. At this time they have not ; 1always underftood
their principal manufactures to be in coarfe cloths;
they have however lately imported {fome Spanifh wool.

Q. Are fine cloths wholly made of Spanifh wool ?

A. Superfine clothsought all to be made of Spanifh
wool, and I believe formerly they were ; but the price
has been fo high of late, that I apprehend the manufac-
turer is under a neceffity of mixing it with Englith
wool.

Have the Irith any quantity of wool fit to mix up
with Spanith wool, for the purpofe of making fuperfine
cloths ?

A. Asto thequantity, I cannot {peak ; but they muft '
have fome, becaufe they make cloths as high as 12s. per
vard; and the wool employed in thofe cloths muft be
fit to-mix with Spanith wool. _

Q. To what caufe do you impute the former impor-
tation of {o great quantities of Englifh fine cloths into
Ireland ? : ‘

A. Becaufe they have it not in their power to manu-
facture fufficient quantities for their own confumption ;

by
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by not having it in their power, I mean, that they have
not at prefent manufacturers enough.

Q. Do you apprehend they have wool enough ?

A. They can certainly import Spanifh wool as well as
we can; but I apprehend that their own wool is neither
fufficient in quantity, nor good enough in quality, to
injure the woollen manufacture of this country.

Q. Do you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity, and
tafte of the manufacturers of this country, are always
likely to give them a decided fuperiority over thofe of
Ireland ?

A. T have no doubt in the world they would have
fuch a fuperiority ; itis of the utmoft coufequence to
this country, to prevent the exportation of Englith”
wool or thecp—this being done, I fhould not have the
leaft apprehenfion of any competition, even if they were
at liberty to fend their woollen manufactures here.

Q. If the Irith were permitted to import their coarfe
cloths into this country, do you apprehend they would
be able to interfere with the like manufactures of Great
Britain ?

A. I apprehend not, provided our coarfe cloths are
allowed to be exported to Ireland on the fame terms—
I mean, on the {ame duties.

Mr. #illiam Smithfon,
Mr, Feremiab Di xofﬂ , } Merchants of Leeds. -
- M. Charles Clapham, Merchant and”)

Manufacturer,

Mr. Andrew Hollingworth, Mixed
Broad Cloth Manufa&urer ' From

Mark Thomas, Broad White Clo- { Saddleworth.
thier,

Mr. Fames Buckley, Manufacturer
of Broad and Narrow Cloth. N

Q. What is the nature of the manufactures princi-
pally carried on within the Weft Riding of Yorkthire?

A. In the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire, and parts of
Lancafhire, Chefhire, and Derbythire, woollen cloths

and worfted ftuffs; the woollen cloths, diftinguifhed int((i)
C broa
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broad and narrow, under which head are included
blankets and rugs—ftuffs of various forts—callimancoes
—ifhalloons—tammies and durants—figured everlaftjngs
~plain ditto--—-drawboys---ferge de fattins, &c¢.

Q. Are great quantities of thefe goods exported to
Ireland ? 108 : | )

A. There are great quantities, fubject to an Irifh
duty of about 6d. peryard; and ﬁuﬂ"s, fuqu& to a duty
of about 2d. per yard, or five fhillings per piece.

. Has the export of thefe goods to Ireland increafs
ed of late, or diminifhed ? _
A. Rather diminifhed of late, but not confiderably.

Q. To what caufe do you impute this diminution ?

A We impute it to the tronbles that have fubfifted
lately in that country, particularly at Dublin ;---at Cork,
and 1n the northern parts, the trade has been moreopen,

Q. Do you apprehend the Irifh have manufactured
of late greater quantities of thefe goods than formerly ?

A. We cannot anfwer exaltly ; but we have been
informed, that their manufac¢tures have increafed of late,
in fhalloons and durants. We have never heard that
their manufactures in cloth have increafed.

Q. Have the exports of your manufactures from
Great Britain to foreign countries increafed of late, or
diminifhed ? ‘

A. We cannot fpeak with certainty ; but we are all
of ‘opinion that they have increafed.

Q. Have you any reafon to fuppofe, that the Irifh
manufactures of the like forts have interfered with yours

in the foreign markets ?

A. We believe not in the fine goods. We wunder-
ftand they have fent fome of their coar{e ftuffs to Ame-
rica ; but we have not perceived that our trade has on
that account diminifhed. :

Q. Can you furnith the committee with any general
flate of your trade? '

By way of anfwer, the gentlemendelivered in the
annexed paper, intitled, eftimates of the York-
fthire woollen manufactures, including the Roch-
dale Bays, 1772; and an account of broad and

: b &1 w atty - i) b MR
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AccouNT No. L.——PFurticular Eftimate of the Yorkfbire Woollen Manufailures, including the Rochdale
Bays, 1772.

e : . iles he Eaft by Leeds, and on the
The Diftrict bounded on the Nerth by Settle, oa the South by Saddleworth, diftant from each other 40 Miles bounded on t y y A t
Weft by Haflingden, in Lancathire, diftant from each othcry35 Miles. The Space of Ground occupied by Manufaltures, equal to a Square of 30 Miles

about one half of which are Moors and wafte Grounds.
THE ANNUAL AMOUNT.

Picces. e e - PR
From Clothing, or fhort Wool =~ Broad Cloths, mixed and white, 112,370 or 3,232,913 Yards, at gs. per¥d., - 808,228 6 3
Do. made or milled in Lancathire, prefumed of value - - 50,000 © o

838,228 6 3h

503,222 9 4h

Narrow Cloths  — 93,539 Pieces, or 2,377,517 Yards, at 4s. 3d. per Yd.
Bays, and other Rochdale Woollens, 124,000 Pieces, at 50s. .

= 310,000 0 0O
Deduét, and carry to the Manufature of combed Wool, for worfted Yarn,

the Warp of broad Bays - - - > 30,008 O ©O
i 280,000 6 o
Kerfeys, 40,000 Pieces, at 2l. - - ~ - - 80,000 o0 o
Half thicks, 25,000 Pieces, at 25s. - - - - 35,250 o o
——— 111,280 0 o
Blankets, 20,000 Pieces, ftriped and plain, at 3l 1os, - - . 70,000 o o
% Hofe - - - - - - - 20,000 © o
A Coln-ferges and Plains, Penniftone Kerfeys, Hats, Horfe Sheetsand Coverlets - 25,000 o o
& ——— 45,000 o o
For combing, or long Wool == In this Branch are employed - -& 3;900 Combers. —
Whofe Labour, individually, produces weekly (allowing for 1,869,700 15 7h
Sicknefs, and other neceflary Avocations) - 36 Ibs. of Wool,
140,400

Allow 2 Weeks for Holidays, per Ann. and thea multiply by 50

7,920,000 Ibs. of Wool.

The average Value of 1lb. of combed Wool manufactured 4 Shillinge.

28,080,000 Shillings, or 1,404,000 0 ©

N. B. Befides this, are wrought up Quantities of Irifh, and other worfted Yarn, Total amount £ 3,273,700 15 7h
made in diftant Parts of England, y s AT

Rt
THE EXPORT AND HOME CONSUMPTION.
Exports. Home Confumption.
: £ ook G R

Of fhort-wool manufaures - Broad Cloth — 5 TIh40% © 7%— v5 85,822 16 75 858,228 6 3
: Narrow Cloaths — § 101,044 ‘9 105 % 404,177 19 6 505,222 Q 4%

Bays and other Rochdale woollens % 224,000 .0 o t 56,006 o o 280,000 0O

Keifeys, and Half Thicks — .2 100,128 © O . 11,125 O O 111,250 ® O

Blankets — — . 46,666 13 4 % 23,333 6 8 70,000 © O

Hefe, Coln Serges, &c. — X 4500 © 0 2. 40,500 O © 45,000 © o

Of long wool manufa@ures— —_— % 1,123,200 0 o 1 280,800 0 o 1,494,000 ©0 o
. A 2,371,941 12 10 901,759 2 9% 3,373,700 15 7%

AT IR —
THE MATERIALS AND LABOUR.
£ Materials. Labour,
’ it 5 Y
In the fhort-wool manufactures ! 62 S 1 2 i : ~ !
o g . 3,233 11 1ok 1,246,467 1,869,700 15 7%
In the long-wool manufactures* — — § 234,’00)0 o o 5 gj x,’x-;o,ooo 03 c? 1,404,000 (S) o
857,233 11 10f 2,416,467 3 9 3,273,700 15 7%
T LML R S

5 BE'C O 'N-D 5N C 0.0 N9,
Broap CroTHus, ending 25th March, 1784.

‘.\‘To. 138,023 I:gcces, containing 4,094,335 Yards, at gs. per Yard — £. 1,023,583 15 o
No. 115,500 Picces, containing 3,356,648 Yards, at 4s. 3d. per Yard —— 713,2 14
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narrow cloths made from the 25th of March 1484,
to 25th March 17845 and then proceeded as fol=
lows: -

We beg leave to obferve, that the fecond account,
ending 2s5th March 1784, contains a lefs quantity of
cloth t%xan was manufactured ; becaufe from the feverity
of the winter, we were not able to mill it all, and cons
fequently it will come into this year’s account. The
comparifon is' only between broad and narrow cloths ;
but we are’ of opinion, from the beft information we
have been able to obtain, that the manufacture of the
other articles mentioned' in the firft account has much

increafed. '
Q. Do you make ufe of Irifh wool'or Irifh worfted

yarn'in your manufactures ?
A. We make ufe of a good’ deal of Irith worfted

yarn in our ftuffs.

Q. Do you confider Irifh worfted: yarn asa neceffary
material'in your ftuffs? -

A.  Ttis neceffary, becaufe we cannot get enough of
our own, and it is cheaper. Wefhould prefer our own
if we could get enough of it.

Q: To what caufe do you impute that the Irith do
not.work up their.own worfted yarn ?

A. One reafon may be, that they are not fo well
fkilled in manufacturing their wool ; another reafon, as
we prefume, is, that they have found a better market
for their wool, by fending it to France. We con-
je€ture this, becaufe Irith wool is fold at double the
price in time of Ppeace that it bore during the war with
France.

Q. Is the quality of Irith wool as good in general
as Englifh ?

A. No; if we may judge by the Irith worfted yarn
imported ‘into this country, and ufed in our manufac-
tures; for it will not bind into fo ftrong a Thread for
the chain or warp, and cannot, confequently, fo well
bear the friction of the loom. _

Q. Is not Irifh wool of the like quality generally

dearer than the Englifh ?
C 2 A. We
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A. We believe in general it is. W

Q. Do you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity,and
tafte of the Irifh manufacturer, is equal to ours?

A. Clearly not, either in cloths or worfted ftuffs
{fimilar to thofe manufactured in Yorkfhire ; in whatare
called poplins, and other manufactures mixed with filk,
they are arrived at great perfection. ‘

Q. If the Irifh were allowed to import into Great
Britain their woollen cloths, or worfted ftuffs, fubjeét to
the fame duties at which Britifh cloths, and ftuffs, of
the like forts, are now imported into Ireland, would
you have any reafon to apprehend a competition in the
market of Great Britain ?

A. At prefent, we fhould not fear a competition.
We cannot {peak to futurity ; but.we hope the Englith
manufacturer will have too much liberality of fentiment,
to wifh to deprive the Irifh of any fair and equal advan-
tage in working up their own' materials, arifing from
their fkill and induftry ; but we truft the exclufive pri-
vilege of manufacturing of  their own wool, will always
be referved to ourfelves. -

Mr. Fobn Leefe, nufacturers of Ha-

Mr. Samuel Waterhoufe, ) Merchants and Ma-
Mr. #illiam Smith, lifax,

On the fame Head.

What is the nature of the manufactures carried
on at Halifax, and in the country round it ? _

A. Worfted ftuffs and woollen cloths, broad and nar-
row, from. three fhillings to nine fhillings and ten fhil-
lings per yard.-Blankets and carpeting, chiefly coarfe,
but. fome fine—calimancoes, fhalloons, tammies, and
durants ; and our manufactures differ from thofe of
Leedsin this, that the principal manufactures carried on
at Halifax and its neighbourhood, are worifted ftuffs.

Q. Are great quantities of thefe goods exported to
Ireland ?

A. Great

Lot b s b
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A. Great quantities of broad and narrow cloths, and
fome few ftufts, through the ports of Liverpool and
Chefter. The broad and narrow cloths are principally
rated as old drapery ; if they are what we call prefled
goods, they are generally rated as old drapery ; if not
prefled, as new.

Has the export of thefe goods to Ireland increaf-
ed of late or diminifhed ?

A. It has diminifthed, and of late confiderably.

To what caufe do you impute this'diminution ?

A. To the troubles that have lately exifted there,
particularly at Dublin. In the north, and at Cork, the
trade has been more open.

Q. Do you apprehend the Irith have of late manu-
factured greater quantities of thofe goods than formerly?

A. We cannot {peak with  certainty ; but we don’t
know that they have.
| % Can you fay in what manner the Irith were fup-
plied with thofe goods during their non-importation
agreement ?

A. They were confiderably overftocked, and con-
fumed what they had upon their hands.

Q. Have the exports.of your manufactures to fo-
reign countries increafed of late, or diminifhed ?

A. Confiderably. increafed.

Q. Have you any.reafon to fuppofe that the Irith
manufactures of the like forts have interfered with
yours at the foreign markets ?

A. We donot feel the effets of it.

Q. Can you furnifh this committee with a general
ftate of your trade ?

A. We have not aregifter of ftufis, which isour
principle manufacture ; but weare of opinion, tharall
our manufaétures -have increafed of late very confide-
rably ;. and particularly ftuffs.

Q.. Doyoumake ufe of Irith wool or Irifh worfted
yarn. in your manufactures ?

A. We make ufe of a great deal of Irith worited
yarn in our ftuffs,

- Q. Do
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Q. Do you confider Irith worfted yarn as a necef-
fary material in your ftuffs?

A. We don’t think it abfolutely neceffary, fo far as
relates to the quality of our manufactures ; but we could
not carry them on to their prefent extent without it—
we fhould prefer our own worfted yarn, if we could
get enough of 1t. !

"To what caufes do you impute, that the Irith do
not work up their own worfted. yarn ?

A. 'They have not yet made tlie fame progrefs in
their manufaGures—we obferve too, that Irith wool is
much dearer in time of peace, than'in time of war

- with France ; from whence we conjecture, that great

quantities are exported to that country,

Q. Is there the like difference intime of peace as
in time of war with France, in the price' of wool in
England ? )

A, Itis directly the reverfe, woolis generally dear-
erhere in timeof war than in the time of peace. This
was not the cale in the laft war, as it extended to
America and Spain, the ports.of both which countries
were in fome meafure fhut up : the obfervation holds
good more particularly with regard to a war with
France.

Is the quality of Irifh wool as good' in general
asthat of this country ? '

A. Asfar as we know, it is not fo good’; but we
cannot {peak to that point with precifion; not being ac-
quainted with all the different forts of wool they grow
in Ireland. '

Is not wool of the like forts in Ireland’ generally
dearer than in England ?

A. As faras we are informed itis generally dearer.

Do’ you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity,
and tafte of the Irtfh manufacturer, is equal to ours ?

A. No, not at prefent, fo far as relates to the ma-
nufactures of worfted ftuffs and woollen' goods—In
popling, and ftuffs mixed with filk they are arrived to
a great degree of perfection.

If the Irith were allowed to import into Great
Britain the woolten cloths and worfted ftuffs, fubje& to

the
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the fame duties at which Britith cloths and fluff of
the like forts are now imported into Ireland, would
you have any reafon to apprehend a competition in
the market of Great Britain ?

A. By no means, fo faras weare at prefent able to judge-

Mr. Jobn Ainfiie,
Chairman of the Committee
of manufa&turersinW iltthire,
and a principal clothier of the
Devizes ;

On the {fame head.

Q. What are the forts of cloths made at the Devi-
zes, and in the country thereabouts ?

A. Superfine cloth and cafemere are the principal
manufactures; but we make befides, fecond cloths,
ferges, beavers, &c. and of late a great variety of fancy
manufactures, fome of which are varn mixed with filk.

. Are thefe manufactures made principally of Spa-
nith wool, or Englith, or of both ?

A. The finer {orts entirely of Spanith.—In the coar-
fer forts we ufe the finer and the coarfer forts of Eng-
lith wool. |

Q_ Are any quantities of thefe goods fent to Ireland ?

A: There have been fome quantity of the finer
goods fent to Ireland, and I believe alfo of the fecond
cloths. .

Do you know whether the export of thefe goods
to Ireland has increafed of late, or diminifhed ?

A. It has decreafed of late fo much, as almoft to
amount to a ceffation. _

Q. To what caufes do you impute thisdiminution ?

A. Limputeit to the Irifh non-importation agree-
ment.

Q... Do you know how the Irifh fupplied themfelves
during the agreement ?

A. limputg it to the ftock they had in hand, wl;ich
they
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they had imported in greater quantities, with a view
to the non-importation agreement. |

Q. 1If the non-importation agreement was to ceafe,
do you imagine the trade would revive as before ?

A. Ido. _

Q. Do the Irith mauufacture any confiderable quan-
tity of fine cloths?

A. 1 do not apprehend they doany great.quanti-
ties. They have a confiderable manufacture near Dub-
lin, which, however, cannot fupply nearly enough for
the demand. | |

Q. Isthe quality of the Irith fuperfine cloths equal
to ours ?

A. I cannot fpeak with certainty, but I do not think
them equal in {uperfine cloths ;—inratteens I give them
the preference,

. Do you ufe in the manufactures near you any
Irith yarn? \
A, None is ufed inthe Devizes, or its neighbour-
hood. |

Q. Do you know whether any is ufed in the ma-
nufattures in Gloucefterfhire ?

A. 1 apprehend there is, but not in any great
quantity.

Q. Are you acquainted with the quality of Irifh
wool ? B %

A. I have no particular knowledge of it; in general
I fhould think it not equal to ours; but there are fome
forts which I fhould conceive to be equal to the Eng-~
lith, particularly that of the County of Kerry.

Q. Do you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity, and
tafte of the manufacurers of this country, are likely al-
wavs to give them a decided {uperiority over the ma-
nufactures of Ireland ?

A. 1 do conceive that, viewing the circumftances as
they are at prefent, there is a decided fuperiority in
thefe pointsin favour of the Englith manufacturer ; but
I cannot fpeak with regard to futurity, ;

Q. If the Irith were allowed to import into this
country their woollen cloths, fubjeét to the fame duties
at which Britifh cloths of the like forts are now im-

port-

i A
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ported into Ireland, would you have any reafon to ap-
prehend a competition in the market ot Great Britain?

A. With refpect to the fuperfine manufatures, I
thould think the advantage decidedly in favour of this
country ; but in the manufacture for which Irifh wool
is fit, there might be a danger, arifing from the cheap-

nefs of labour 1n that country.

fully.

I {peak this laft doubt-

The Committee will next lay before your Majefty,
the average price of Englith and Irith wool for fifteen
years, from 1770 to 1784, both inclufive.

ENGLISH PRJCES.

1770
1771

177 2]

1773
1774
1775
1776

17797

1778
1779
1780
1781
1782
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1777 . from17s. 6d. ‘to  18s. 6d.
1778 . from 8 6 to g 6
1779 .~ . from Io o g € g
1780 — fromio 6. to 11 6

1781 — from 11 e 12
1782 —  from 10 10 11
1789 — from1r 6 to 126
1784 — fromir 6 to 12 .6

OBSERVATIONS,

If the Irith woollen manufactures are to be imported
according to the plan fuggefted in the reference,

The duties will be as follows :

On old drapery, that is, broad and narrow cloths,
and all other fpecies that are called prefled goods,
6d. +5ths. Irifh money per yard.

On new drapery, being coarfe cloths and worfted
ftufts, not prefled, 2s. rod. per yard.

As this duty is laid on by the yard, itoperates princi-
pally on the coarfer and cheaper forts of the two de-
{criptions of drapery :—It is clear, therefore, that the
operation of thefe duties, as far as they go, will be
moft to the difcouragement of the importation of the
coarfer and cheaper ‘1%rts.

The Committee thought it right to enquire, what had
been the export of ‘woollen manufactures from Ireland,
before the prohibition which took place in 16g9.—As
the accounts of the Cuftom-Houfe of that kingdom go
back only to 1698, they could only obtain the account
for that year, which ftands as follows;

T'o England. Scotland. Elfwhere.
Old drapery 1:Ps 29% 2504 the P25 ¥4
New draperybor yards 2,128.D °20,566: D°
¥rize * 127,601 yards 1,355 D° 537,945 D°
To this account the Committee will add, that of the
imports of woollen manufactures into Ireland for that
year, and which was, %
Old drapery - 11,7841 yards.
New drapery - . 21,294: yards.
By
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By this ftate it appears, that the import of old drapery
was, in that year, as above,

11,7844 yards, and the export 281: pieces,
or, 7,597 yards; '

and of courfe that 4,187 yards were 'imported, more than
were export | ST ;

The committee will now proceed to ftate, the general
export of woollen goods from Ireland, for a period of
four years, from 25th March 1779, to 25th March
17%3 ; and the value. - ; :
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It appears to the Committee, by the Irifh accounts
of export to America, for the year 1783 and 1784,
in which they apprehended the United States are in-
cluded, as well as the remaining Britifh poflefiions,
that the export of new drapery to that country had
increafed from 125, 286 yards in the year 1783, to
239, 141% yards in the year 1784 ; the export of old
- drapery from 24,588 yards in the year 1783, to 28,450
yards in the year 1784 ; the export of flannels, from
g,609 yards, in the year 1783, to 36,067 yards in the
year 1784 ; and the export of Frize, from 84 yards in
the year 1783, to 2,738 yardsin the year,1784.

The increafein the export of Woollen Manufaétures
from Ireland, has not been confined to Britith America
and the United States only ; but has been equally con-
{iderable to other foreign markets, according to the fol-
lowing ftate of the exports from Ireland to foreign
parts, for four years ; viz.

o:  Old Drapery. New Drapery. Flannels,

Yards. * Yards. Yards.
1780 499 5,889 190
1781 1,292, 240,712 15,746

1782 — 772 306,178 4,728
1785 — 38,790 511,394 9,072

But the Committee apprehend, that the export to the
United States. is again included in this account of ex-
ports to foreign parts; though for want of proper ac-
counts, and officers of the Irifh revenue, from whom
they mi%ht have obtained particular information, itis
impoffible to ftaté, with accuracy, the difference this
circumftancé would make in the account: From the
export of the year 1783, which they have had anop-
portunity of examining, they conceive it would amount
to about one fifth of the new drapery, and one third of
the old drapery, and flannels.

During the years 1780, 1781, 1782, 1783, and 1784,
the import of Englith woollen manufactures into Ireland
was as follows :

Old



L 38e7) i
Old Drapery. New Drapéry.

1780 - 64,381 Ys. 150,428
1781 - 326,820 433,198
1782 — 563,787 547,330
1783 — 373,053 420,415
1764 — 354,139 323,217

By the diminution of the imports of new drapery in
the year 1784, compared with the great export of that
article to America, and to foreign countries in the fame
year, it appears probable, that the Irith manufacture of
woollens, under the defeription of new drapery, is in-
creafing conliderably. In the old drapery, or finer forts
of woollen goods, a like comparifon of their import
and export, does not mark any material increafe.

@Qiot © Lestad st Bz QP 15 D gele

Meflrs. Thomas W alker,?} |
and Manufatturers of Manchefter ;

Thomas Richardfon,
Meflrs. Tho. Phillips, Up

and Printers of that place ;
Thomas Kerfbaw, |

- Examined.

Q. Do you make ufe of any quantity of Irith wor-
fted bay yarn in the Manchefter manufaétures ?

A. Confiderable quantities are ufed in the fmall ware
trade, fuch as garters, &c. and in checks and ftripe
furniture ; but none at all in the cotton manufaéture.

Q. Ateyou able to purchafe Irith worfted bay yarn
cheaper than the like fort fpun in England ?

Manufaéturers.

A. We eannot fpeak to that fa®, as we are not
concerned in that bufinefs.

.. Is a confiderable trade carried on to Ireland in
the manufactures of Manchefter ?

Printers.
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' Printers. :

A. There has been a much more confiderable trade
than there is at prefent. In the year 1783, there wds
an export of about 130,000 fquare yards of printed cot-
tons and callicoes to Ireland, from the port of Chef-
ter only, from the month of July to December of that

ear ; but in the fix months from July to December
1784, only about 18,000 yards were exported from the
fame port.

Q. What quantity of fuftians is exported to Ireland ?

| Manufacturers.

A. The trade to Ireland in fuftians is very confider-
ably decreafed.—One houfe, which, from October 1783
to January 1784, fent £ 5,000 worth of goods there
has not, from October 1784 to January 14785, fent
a fingle piece, and has received no ‘order, but one
to the amount of about £ 6o ; and that houfe is by
far the firft houfe in Manchefter in the Irith trade.  An-
other houfe, which, from January 1983 to Auguft 1784,
fent £ 6,271 19s. worth of goods there, has, from that
time, fent none, and has received no commiflions but to
the amount of from £ 200 to £ 300.

. Is Chefter the only or the principal port from
which Manchefter goods are exported to Ireland ?
Printers.

A. It is the principal port. Manchefter goods are
alfo exported from Briftol, Liverpool, Whitehaven, and
London ; and the exports from London are probably
equal to thofe from Chefter. Confiderable quantities
ot cottons and callicoes go from Manchefter to Glafgow,
where they are printed, and from thence are exported
to Ireland. This anfwer refpects printed goods only.

‘ Manufacturers.

Very few fuftians go from any other port than Chefter

and Liverpool. B

. Youwhave {poken of the decline of the trade to
Ireland in printed goods and fuftians from the port of
Chefter:<can you {peak of the decline of it from other
orts ? ‘or do you infer from the decreafe of the exports
rom Chefter, that it has {o declined ?

Printers.
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| Printers. |

A. We cannot {peak to this as a certain fact, but
we infer 1t muft be fo. |

Q. You have al{o {poken to the decline of this trade
in the laft fix months.of the years 1783 and 1484: Can
vou inform this Committee of the ftate of the trade
auring the firft fix months of each of thofe years ?

Printers. |

A. With refpe@ to the printed manufactures, the
exports of the firft fix months of the year 1784, we
prefume, were equal to the exports of the latter fix
months of that year. In the firft {ix months of the year
1784, there was a larger export than in the latter fix
months, but the trade the whole year kept declining.

Manufacturers.

With refpe@ to the trade with Ireland in fuftians,
we can only {ay, that from the beginning of the year
1784 it has been confiderably on the decline ?

Q. Are fuftians and printed goods the principal
obje& of the Manchefter manufactures ?

Manufacturers.

A. They certainl1y are.

Q. To what caufes do you impute this decline ?

| Manufaéturers.

A. To the quantity of fuftians the Irith now manu-
facture themfelves ; and this muft be {o, becaufe there
was a confiderable reduction in the trade to ports of the
North of Ireland, where the non-importation agreement
had not taken place, as well as to the port of Dublin,
where it exifted inits full force : the Manchefter fuftian
trade, from the firt of O&ober 1784 to.the firft of
January 1785, laboured under the following difficulties
and difadvantages—1{t by an old duty of 10} per cent.
on.importation into Ircland: then by a bounty of
£ 5 per cent. lately given by the Irifh Parliament on
home confumption: by another bounty of £ 5 per cent.
given by the Linen Board, likewife on home confump-
tion, which was to expire on the 1ft of January 1783,
but may be renewed—by. freight, infurances, and. ex-
pences, about 2} per cent, more—by the late Englith
tax, which, on the average, is, upon the grofs amount

of
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of our fales, £.4 per cent. and though drawn back on ex+
portation, yet the goods exported will ftill be loaded with
£ 8. per cent. owing to the effe® of the tax. Befides
which, the Irith Linen Board gives great encotiragement
to the Irith manufacturer, by fuppl ying him with looms
and the Irith Parliament gives alfo a bounty of £. 8
Per .cent. on exportation, {o that we fhall meet them in
future at aforeign market at a diiadvantage of £. 16:
per cent. from our tax and their bounty ; and in Ireland
to the difadvantage of £. 26 per cent. exclufive of the
bounty given by the Linen Bogrd.
Printers.

With refpec to the printing manufacure, we likewifi
impute the decline of that trade tothe‘increafe of the
Irith manufaéture of cottons and callicoes, but prin-
cipally to a duty, impofed laft Seffion in Ireland, of 1s.
Pper yard onall printed callicoes imported from Great
Britain, and to the duty impofed in Great Britain, which
we eftimate at about £. 6% per cent. and though allow-
€d to be drawn back on exportation, in general it can-
not-be obtained, becaufe the marks put on by the ex-
eifemen are frequently defaced in bleaching. _

Q. ‘Can the Trith fupply themfelves with cottor wool
cheaper than our manufacturers can in England ?

Manufacturers.

A. We fuppofe they can have no advantage over
us, but upon a direct importation in freight and in-
furance.

Q. Is there any. other material ufed in the eottor
manufaCure, in which the Irith have an advantage
over our manufactures ?

Manufa&urers. _

A. Yes—very materially, in linen yarn, which is the
growth and manufadture of Ireland, and which of
courfe muft be much cheaper to them than to us, and
of ‘whichwe buy confiderable quantities from that
country. . Irith and German liven yarn (which s ge-
nerally dearer than Irith) is the warp of all our lower=
priced, and many of the middle-priced fuftians—in
‘tliqgmcks, ¢ of the material is linen yarn, which is wholly

rifh. :

E_ i Q: Have
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. Have the Irifh manufatures any advantage over
the Britifh, in the price of labour?
Manufacturers. |

A. We conceive that labour is much cheaper there
than here, but in what proportion we cannot fay :
the Irifh muft have a great advantage in the. cheapnefs
of provifions ; befides being exempt from land tax, and
excife on foap, candles, leather, and many other articles,
while we are burthened therewith; and in ftamp duties
upon bills, receipts, &c. &c.—We know they have
many of our machines already ; and we have no doubt
they will foon have them all.

Q. Do net you conceive: that the art of ingenuity
of the Britith manufacturer will fecure to him an ad-
vantage to him in thefe branches of trade ?

Manufacturers.

A. Undampted, unchecked, and untaxed, we have
not a doubt but he will be equal, if not {uperior, to
_any other manufacturer in the world.

Q. If the Irith and Britith manufacturers in the
cotton trade were putupon the fame footing with re-
fpect to taxes and bounties, as well internally as upon
export from one country: to the other, fhould you have
any reafon to apprehend a competition in the Britufh
or Irith market?

A. If we were put in all thefe refpects upon equal
terms, we thould not apprehend a competition at either
market. -

The Commiittee think it proper, in this place, to
inform your Majefty, that the above witnefles fent
the next day, and defired to correét their former an-
{wers in the following manner.

Manufacturers.

A. If we can, in all refpeéis, be put upon equal terms,
England and Ireland will naturally fupply them{felves
with cotton goods for their internal confumptions, and
in foreign markets we fhall meet upon equal terms—
except in America and the Weft Indies; where Ireland

| will certainly have an advantage in freight and infur-
| ance, exclufive of the very great faving the will enjoy
| in the viGualling of her fhips.

'\; Printers.
B



. 2 )

Printers.

If we were put, in all thefe refpects, upon equal
verms with refpet to internal as well as external taxes,
we fhould not apprehend a competition at either mar~
ket.

The Committee having tran{mitted to the above
gentlemen the following queftions, fubjoin the fame,
with their anfwers.

Q. Whether the exportation of cotton goods, print-
ed or otherwife, to other countries, except Ireland, has
increafed of late, or diminifhed ?

Manufacturers.

A. With refpect to the exportation of printed cottons
and callicoes, we 'conceive it may be accurately
known, by referring to the Cuftom-Houfe books, as
they were not only entitled to a'drawback of the duty,
but 1gas we are likewife informed) to a bounty of 2d.
per {quare yard upon exportation.—~The exportation of
fuftians previous to the year 1763, was not very con-
fiderable ; fince that time, to the firft of October laft,
it has upon the whole kept increafing, though not
without flutuations : notwithftanding that, we are
greatly underfold, and have almoft wholly loft fome
articles, for which we not long ago had a confiderable
demand ; but that ingenuity and invention which has
hitherto fo eminently. diftinguithed our manufactyres
and workmen, had, till that period fupplied the de-
ficiency. )

Printers to the fame Queftion.

The exportation of printed cotton goods did ver
confiderably increafe in the year 1784 ; but that increaie
will not continue, for the following reafons.

On the conclufion of the peace, a great number of
adventureérs ‘to America obtained very extenfive credit,
and fhipped large quantities of printed cottons and cal-
licoes for which no return has beea made.

From the beft information, the exports to America,
in the year 1784, exceeded the confumption of two
years.

The Quantity of Britith printed goods that will be
exported this prefent year, muft be very {mall: the Eaft

Ez India
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India white callicoes, which were fold at the laft fale,
aud are now {cliing, can be exportéd from 40 to 50 per
Cent. lower than Britifh callicoes.—There are 60,000
pieces of Eaft India printed goods now on fale, which
uiually fell fiom 8o to 100 per cent, lower than Britth
printed goods: from thefe caufes, we expect almoft a
total prohibition of our own manufacture.
~ The quantity of Britith printed cottons and callicoes
exported to other parts, is very inconfiderable.
Mefirs. ##alker and Richardfon were again examined
on the before mentioned amended anfwer.

Q. You have {aid, that if England and Ireland were
put upon equal terms with refpect to duties and bounties
upon their cotton manufactures, they will naturally fup-
ply themfelves with cotton goods for their internal con-
{umption; do you mean, that'the Irith manufacturer
will {fupply the Irifh market, and the Englith manufac-
turer the Englith market ¢

A. We apprehend the Irifh manufacturer will have
the advantage, and may in time even fupply the Englifh
market.

Q. If the cotton manufacturers of Ireland are made
fubject to a duty of ten and a half per cent. on impor-
tion into Great Britain, do ‘you apprehend the Irith
manufaGurer will be able to {upply the Englith market
to the detriment of the cotton trade of this country ?

A, 1f the cotton trade of this country was protected
by a duty of 10} per cent. upon the importation of cotton
goods from Ireland into this country, we apprehend it
womld be a fufficient fecurity to aur trade for the home
confumption. , ' |

- Mefirs. #alker and Richardfon having tran{mitted ta

the committee a paper, containing information re-
ceived by them {ince their former examination, re-
fpedting the purchale of Irith worfted bay yarn
. being cheaper than the like fort fpun in England,
1t 1s thought proper here to infert the fame, viz.
| A. The information which they have fince received
~ from Marchefter is, *“ at leaft 20 per cent. cheaper than
% the like fort fpun in England ; which is a ftriking
| ¥ ant % o Thoak et e e B
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proef of the very great advantage the Irifh have over
us in the price of labour.

“¢ That the number of packs of worfted bay yarn im-
ported te Manchefter from Ireland, for the laft four

‘¢ years, were as follows ;

it

e«
[ 44
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€
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¢

¢ In the year 1781 — — 1,022
“ Do. 1732 — — 1,359
™ Do. 783 — — 1,332
¢ Do. 1784 — — 2,088

5,831 Packs.

Each pack contains 270 1bs.

“ Total 1,574,370 1bs.
Average value is 15. 104. per lb.
Total amount is £. 144,317. 5. o. for the 4 years,
which averages annually £. 36,079. 6. 3.—Befides
the Irith worfted bay yarn imported to Manchefter,
they are well informed that a much greater value isim-

- ported into Yorkfhire and to Norwich; alfo confider-

able quantities to Exeter, Coventry, Kidderminfter,
Wilton, Kendal, and Glafgow, and feveral other
parts of Great Britain. -

-An account of the number of truffes of linen yarn
¢ imported to Manchefter from Ireland, for the four
¢ laft years, which is principally ufed in fheetings,
“ checks, fmall wares, printed cottons, printed and

¢¢ checkhandkerchiefs,low and middle-priced fuftians,

““
6
¢
«“

(29

‘¢ In the year = 1781

it 17 |
“ Do P10 & 55 4 Pt
¥ Do 1983 === 4 5002
*“Do. AIOR - T et

: ““ 15,562% truffes.

Which 18 upon an average, . 3,890: truffes annually.
Each tfufs is 33 heads, or 792 Ibs.—the average price
of which is 15. 132. per1b. which amounts to £ 196,
531.8. 9. yearly, and upon which a duty of id. per
Ib. s charged on being exported from Ireland, which
- : : ““ makes

P
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« makes f£.6,419. 6.6. per annum.—It is here to be
«« remarked, that this only includes the yarn imported
¢« into Manchefter ; that very confiderable quantities
¢¢ are ufed in Lancafhire, which do not come to Man-
«« chefter, befides what is imported into various other
¢ parts of this kingdom.

¢ Exclufive of the above duty, the Englifh Manu-
“ fa¢turer is loaded with at leaft 5 per cent. more than
«¢ the Irith Manufa&turer, in commiffion, infurance,
“ freight,&c.” '

Mr. #alker and Mr. Richardfon think it almoft need-
lefs to remark, that no non-importation agreement took
place in any part of Ireland, except in Dublin ; yet the
decline of the fuftian trade from Manchefter, has for
fome time paft been general throughout the whole of
that kingdom.

OB S EFR VAT IOR S

On Britifh callicoes imported into Ireland, the du-
ties are, if ftained, about 1s, the yard; if white, about
8d. the yard.

On cotton manufaétures, and on cotton mixed with
linen or filk, the duty is £. 10 10s. per cent. on the
value ; on fuftians, the duty is 1s5. 10d. the end. On
the importation of the foregoing articles into Great-
Britain, thefe duties ought, according to the propofed
plan, to be added to any excife or inland duties impof-
ed on fuch articles.

Whatever advantage the Irith Manufacturer may now
have on the commiffion, freight, and infurance, paid on
Englith cotton manufactures imported into  Ireland, as
flated by the evidence, the Englith Manufa@urer will
have a like advantage againft the Irifh, in the confump-
tion of the like goods at home. It appears by the Irith
accounts of imports before ftated, that the quantity of
Englifh printed callicoes imported into Ireland has rather.
increafed ; and that the cotton and mixed manufactures
have been, during the five years flated in the faid ac-.
count, nearly the fame. The quantity of fuftians import-
ed into Ireland from Great-Britain has, during the fame

period,
R
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period, rapidly decreafed ; while the export of fuftians
from Ireland to America has increafed as follows :

In the year 1781 — 1,108 yards.
1782 — None.
1783 —_ 24,296 yards.
1784 — 47,237 yards.

Theexport of cotton and mixed goods from Ireland to
_America, hasalfo increafed in the following manner :
In the year 1781 — 145 12, 4 Value.
1782 — 41497 6 D
1783 — 1,14816 — D
1784 — 8,319 18 2 D
- The export of cotton manufaétures trom Ireland to
foreign parts, although not toany great extent at pre-

{ent, appears to be increafing.
In the year 1781, the value of cotton and mixed goods

exported, was £. 11. 14. 8.; andiin the year 1783, it
* amounted to £. 427. I. O. _

It may not be improper to obferve here, although it
does not immediately apply to the manufacturing of cot-
ton, but rather to the printing branch, that the export of
coloured linen from lreland. to foreign parts, which, in
the year 1780, wasonly 5,771 yards, in the year 1783
was increafed to 119,628 yards, of which 80,253 yards
were exported to the United States of America.

By Ut Mg

Mr. Jobn Merrick, of London, Silk Manufacturer ;

T homas Tatlock, Silk Broker, of London; .

Stephen Barbett, of Spittal Square, Silk Manufactu-
rer ; And

Willam Fulton,  Manufacturer of Ribband and Silk,
in Scotland.
Examined. ,

. Has there been a confiderable export of filk ma-
nufactures from this country to Ireland ¢

A. 'There has.
5 . Q. In
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Q. In what articles? ' I .

A. Large quantities of ribbands—a-la-modes—{at-
tins—gauzes—perfians and farfenets—brocades of all
kinds—oplain and figured fattins, and‘a variety of other
articles. ' ,

Q. - Has the export of thefe articles increafed of late,
or diminifhed ? '

A. In general very much diminifhed, particularly
in plain and rich goods-~It hasnot diminifhed inthe ar-
ticles of gauzes and figured ribbands. ' |

Q. To what caufes doyou impute this diminution ?

A. Intirely to the non=tmportation agreement.

Can you fay in what manner the Irith have fup--
plied themfelves with goods of 'the like forts fince that
agreement ? |

A.  We cannot anfwer that queftion:

. Do you know whether the Trith have any confi-
derable {ilk manufactures ? '

A. They have about fifteen hundred manufa@urers
i Dublin.

Q. Do you know wheéther their manufa@ures are
increafed of late or diminifhed ? !

- A. Diminifhed laft year, but we think they are now
increafing again.

From ‘whence do the Trifh derive their raw and
thrown filk ufed in théir manufactures? - |

A. 'They have derived their raw and thrown filk in
part from Iraly, but - chiefly from this country ; and
while the prefent drawback “fubfifts upon thrown and
raw {ilk exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to
continue. '

Can you ftate to'the committee what duties and

| drawbacks are paid upon raw and thrown filk carried
from this country to Ireland, and upon -the like articles
imported from Italy into Ireland.

A.. The duty upon raw filk imported into this coun-
try from all foreign eountries is 4s5. 64, upon the great
Ib. of 240z. and upon the thrown filk, 75. 44. upon the
Ib. of 16 oz.—~There is drawn back upon raw filk ex-
ported from hence to Ireland, 3. 7% per 1b of 24 0Z.~-
There is drawn back upon thrown filk exported from
hence to Ireland, 65. 64. upon the Ib. of 16 0z.—raw filk

| imported
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imPorted into Ireland from England, pays a duty of
togd. per great 1b. ; thrown filk pays 15.” 9d. upon the
Ib. of 160z.---raw {ilk imported from foreign countries
into Ireland, pays a duty to 1s. per 1b. of 24 0z ; thrown
filk imported from foreign countries into Ireland, pays
2s. of per Ib. of 16 oz. "

As the duties upon raw and thrown filks import-
ed diretly from foreign couatries into Ircland, are
lower ¢han upon the like articles carried through this
country into Ireland, why do you think the Irifh will
come here for their raw and thrown filk, rather than
impoxt it direétly from foreign countries ?

A.  We apprehend it is principally owing to a cre-
dit they obtain here, which they could not fo eafily get
from Italy.

Do you apprehend that the Irith can work up
the raw material into the like manufactures cheaper
than we can in Great-Britain ?

A. - We apprehend in general they cannot,

Q. . Do you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity, and
tafte of the Englith manufa®urers, will always give
them a decided fuperiority over the Irith in the filk
manufacture ? ‘

A. We have no doubt of it; we do not believe they
have a fingle pattern drawer.

Q. If the filk manufattures imported from Ireland
into this country were made {ubject to the like duties as
are now paid upon the filk manufactures of the fame
forts exported from this country to Ireland, do you
think the manufaturers of this country would have any
reafon to apprehend a competition ?

A. We think the Englith manufaturer would have
great reafon to apprehend the competition, as the raw
materialis cheaper to the Irifh;--viz. as 2s. are to 7s. 4d.
upon thrown filk, and as 104d.is ta 4s5.64. on the raw filk.

Q. De you think the Britith Manufacturer would
have any reafon to apprehend a competition in the
Britifh market ? i

A." We apprehend there would bereafon to fear the
eompetition, even in the Britith market. We fear it the

y F more,
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more, becaufe the Trith give premiums and bounties to
their manutaéturers, and, the retailers, out of fumsof
monev voted by the Trith Parliament for that purpofe.
We fiill further apprehend that there would be great
quantities of foreign filk manufactures imported
through Ireland into Great Britain---French velvets, and
in general all filks, may be imported through Ireland
into Great Britain, under the duties intended to remain,
smuch cheaper than they can be wrought in Great Britain.

Mr. Tatlock, Silk Broker,

Mr. Fobn Phillips, of Manchefter, deputed by the ma-
' nufa@urers of that place,

*Yames Malo, of London,

Richard Lee, of Spital Fields, and

Thomas Tirqun, — of London ;

On the fame Head.

What is the nature of the filk goods you manu-
facture ?

A. Silk handkerchiefs of various kinds---handker-
chiefs of cotton and filk mixed, for women’s wear---
goods made of filk mixed with linen, and fometimes
with cotton, for waiftcoats ; thefe goods are made 1n
great quantities in Manchefter, and likewife in London.

Q, = Are large quantities of thefe goods exported to
Ireland ?

A. None, as we believe. |

Q. Are large quantities of thefe goods exported to
foreign countries ?
~A. Yes ; toFrance, Spain, Italy, Flanders, Holland,
and (e Weit Indies ; but full more to North America.

O, T, the export of thele goods increafed of late,
or dimgivithed ?

ANt 13 decreafed to foreign European countries,
but increafed to America. In confequence of the peace,
the trade upon the whole is increafed.

Q. Do you know whether the Irith have any con-
fiderable manufaltures of the goods before mentioned ?

¥ A | A. They

B L .
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B. They have fome, but they are notvery extenfive ;
their manufacures of handkerchiefs, we think, have of
late diminifhed.

Q. From whence do the Irifh derive their raw and
thrown filk ufed in their manufactures ?

A. They have derived their raw and thrown filk in
part from Italy, but chiefly from this country ; and while
the prefent drawback fubfifts upon thrown and raw filk
exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to continue.

~ Can you ftate to the Committee, what duties and
drawbacks are paid upon raw and thrown fik carried
from this country to Ireland ; and upon the like articles
imported from Italy into Ireland ¢

A. The duty uponraw filk imported-into this coun-~
try from all foreign countries, is 4s. 64. upon the great
ib. of 24 0z.; and upon the thrown filk, 7s. 44. upon
the 1b. of 16 0z.---There is a drawback upon raw filk
exported from hence to Ireland, 35. 73d. per Ib. of 24 oz.
there is drawn back upon thrown filk exported from
hence to Ireland, 6s. 6d. upon the Ib. of 16 oz. raw filk
imported into Irelapd from England, pays a duty of
roid- per great Ib.  Thrown filk pays 1s. gd. upon the
Ib. of 16 0z.---Raw filk imported from foreign coun-
tries into Ireland, pays.a duty of 1s. per 1b. of 24 oz.
---Thrown filk imported from foreign countries into
Ireland, pays 2s5.---3dx per lb. of 16 oz.

As the duties upon raw and thrown filks imported
directly from foreign countries into Ireland, are lower
than upon the like articles carried through this country
into Ireland, why do you think the Irith will come here
for their raw and thrown filk, rather than import 1t di-
rect from foreign countries?

A. We apprehend it is principally owing to a credit
they obtain here, which they could not fo eafily get
from Italy.
.. Do you apprehend there is any danger of the
Irith being able to work up the raw materials, into the
manufactures before mentioned, cheaper than we canin
Great Britain ?

A. It might be fome time before they can rival us;

but weapprehend the cheapnefs of labour, and their not
- F 2 paying,
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paying, as we believe, the fame duties on the dying
materials, might enable them, in a feries of years, o
become our competitors 1n this trade: and it is the
- more to be feared in Lancathire, becaufe the multitude
of manufactures eftablithed there, has of late ‘greatly
increafed the price of labour. We have great num-
bers of Irifh employed in our manufaétures, both in
Lancafhire and London, who, after having gained ex-
perience in the trade, return to their own country.

Do you not believe, that the fkill, ingenuity,
and tafte of the Englith manufacturers, will fecure to
them an advantage in the articles of trade before men-
tioned ? ' |

A. The manufacture we are concerned in is of fo
fimple a nature, that it depends more on labour than on
fkill. We are poffefled of the advantages arifing from
kill at prefent ; but we cannet fay how long thofe ad-
v.ntages may lal, s -

If the feveral artcles of ‘manufacure before
mentioned, when imported from Ireland into ‘this coun-
try, were made fubject to the like duties as are now
paid upon the manufactures of the fame forts exported
from this country to Ireland ; do you think the manu-
facturers of this country would have any reafon to ap-
prehend a competition ? -

A. We apprehend, that for feveral years there
‘would be no reafon to fear a competition in the home
market, provided the duties upon raw and thrown filk
were made equal in both countries, and provided fuch
goods as are fubject, when manufadtured here, to an
excife duty, were made alfo fubje@ to ‘a duty on im-
portation from Ireland, equivalent to fuch excife duty.
The duty alfo on dying materials thould be made
equal. ' | :

Q. “Should you apprehend a competition in: the fo-
reign market, particularly the American markét ?

As. We fhould not apprehend the competition, if the
duties ‘'on dying materials were made equal.

OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS.

The Committee, upon enquiry, find the manufactur-
ers are miftaken in fuppofing the materials for dying are
{ubject to any confiderable duties upon importation in-
to Great Britain—few of thofe articles being fubject
to a duty upon import, and that very trifling.

By comparing the general import of raw and thrown
filk into Ireland, as {pecified in the accounts nferted
in the appendix, with the import from Great Britain,
as before ftated, it appears, that the imports from for-
eign countries is very incenfiderable; but it appears at
the fame time, that the import from Great Britain, of
thofe articles, has very confiderably décreafed.—The
import ot wrought filks and ribbands from Great Bri-
tain, does not appear to have decreafed ; and that of
wrought filk mixed with worfted, cotton, and incle, ap-
pears to have increafed confiderably.

IRON, and IRON Manufaltures.

Mr. Richard Crawfbay,.and Merchants and Manu-
Mr. Fofeph Stanley, ot London, facturers of Iron.

Examined.

Is it poffible to carry on any iron manufature

with peat fire only ?

A. Not to ~any extent.

- Q. Havethe Irifh any confiderable manufacture
iron wares?

A. They have a very confiderable one inrods, hoops,
and nails, which are principal articles ; and avariety of
others, which it would be difficult to enumerate.

Q.. What fuel do the Irith ufe intheir manufacture ?

A. Pit coal imported from Great Britain, princi-
pally from Whitchaven,

Cile
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Q. If the iron manufactures of Great Britain and
Ireland were made fubject to the fame duties upon im-
portation into each country refpectively ; do you appre-
hend the manufaGurers of Great Britain would have
reafon to fear a competition ? |

A. We think they would have no reafon'to fear a
competition. |

Mr. Samuel Walker, of Rotherham, Iron Manufa&urer ;
| Upon the fame Head.

| Q. Do you know whether there are any confider-

| able manufaciories of iron in Ireland ?

| A. I believe they have {fome, but nothing very con-

| {iderable at prefent; we have lately made, according

| to order, iron werk and machinery for the purpofe of
flitting and rolling iron, to be employed in the con-
firuction of a mill, which we underftand is to be erect-
ed in the neighbourhood of Dublin.

Q. Do you know if they have any iron ftone of their
own ? o

A. 1 never heard that they had.

Q. Have they any coal mines?

A. T never heéard ; but they have lately fent for
tools and workmen to bore for them.

Q. Do you apprehend that any confiderable manu-
facture in iron could be carried on with peat fire?

A. 1apprehend not to any great extent.

Q. Has thetrade from Great Britain to Ireland, in
iron manufactures, increafed of late or diminithed ?

A. It hasrather diminithed, as I underftand from the
ne.ghbourhood of Sheffield.

Q. Iithe Irifh were allowed to export to Great Bri-
tain their iron manufadtures, fubject to the like duties
at which ours are now imported into Ireland, would
there be any reafon to apprehend a competition in the
market of Great Britain?

A. Provlded they are obliged to pay the fame duties
on the importation of bar iron from foreign.countries

which

J
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which are now paid in Great Britain, I fee no reafon"
to apprehend a competition.

Mr. Maithew Bolton of Birmingham,
Sobn Wilkinjon,  of Brofely,
Richard Reynolds, of Ketley,
William Gibbons, of Briftol, and
Fames White, of Birmingham ;

Upon the fame Head.

Q. Is there a confiderable export of iron, or iron
manufacture, to Ireland from this country?

A. The principal import of iron to_Ireland is from
 Ruffia; fome is taken from this kingdom—they import
from this country a great quantity of iron ware; as the
witnefs believes, the greateft part of what they confume.

Q. Has this export of iron, or iron manufacture,
increafed of late, or diminifthed ?

A. The demand of iron in bars has not of late dimi-
nifthed, but that of iron manufactured has diminifhed, I
believe, confiderably. Their import of iron from Ruffia
is rather increafing-

Q. To what caufes do you impute the diminution of
the import of iron manufactures from henceinto Ireland 2

A. They manufacture a great deal more themfelves;
and have it in their power, from the {mall duty on iron
imported into Ireland, to manufacture it cheaper for
themfelves. They have eftablifhed latedy at Lucan, near
Dublin, very confiderable mills, for rolling and {litting,
as well asforges; there are other mills in the neighbour-
hood of Dublin. The Irith appear at prefent to be giv-
ing great encouragement to their iron manufactures ;
and we undeérfland they laid, laft year, a heavy duty on
wire imported. i\

Q. Does not the comparative low price of fuel in
this ‘country give a confiderable advantage to our manu-
faCures in iron ?

A. At prefent it certainly does; but we have reafon
10 believe that there are veins of coal in various parts of

Treland particularly at Drumglafs ; that there are collier-
R . ies
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ies near Dungannon, Bally Caftle, and the neighbotir-
hood of Derry, and the neighbourhood of Kilkenny, and
at Lough Allen: and five engines, fent from this coun-
try, have been lately erected upon fome of thefe collier-
ies ; one, we know, at Dunnane, and another js erect-
ing at Drumglafs. |

Q. Do you know whether they have iron “ftene in
confiderable quantities ? o

A. We have never known any inftance of coal being
found witheut 1ron ore ; and, from good authority, we
underfland that there is iron ftone in Ireland. It appears
m the report of the engineer who was employed in the
{urvey of the great canal, that he had difcovered, in va-
rious places, various kinds of iron ore, fome of it of the
fame kind as the Sweedith iron ore, and as good in its
quality.---Offers have been made to fome of us, toen-
gage in making iron in Ireland, by a perfon gone there
trom England, well fkilled in collieries and iron works.

Q. Has the export of iron manufactures to foreign
parts of late increafed, or diminifhed ?

A. There has been a confiderable increafe for thefe
laft two years, fince the American trade has been again
opened to us; we do not increafe in the export of our
iron wares to for¢ign countries in Europe ; weapprehend
rather otherwife; we formerly had a very confidera-
ble export of nails to Lifbon, but we are totally deprived
of that, by the manufactures of Liege and other places,
which can furnifh them cheaper.

Q. Do you apprehend that the Irith have as yet inter-
fered with you in the American or foreign markets ?

A. I cannot fay they have not as yet done it, though
I have not yet heard that they have.  If they continue to
import bar iron at about £.2 6s. per ton cheaper than we
| can, they muft {foon rival us in the trade, if not deprive
| us of it. |

Q. If they can import Swedith and Ruffian iron into
Ircland cheaper than we can into Great Britain, how
comes 1t that they import bar iron in any confiderable
quantity from Great Britain ?

A. Though they pay a fomething higher duty upon
foreign iron imported from this country, together with

twa
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two freights, yet thefe difadvantages are fuppofed to be
counterbalanced by the credit they obtain here, which
they cannot have in Ruffia, or Sweden ;=--by our im-
porting iron frequently as ballaft, together with hemp,
timber, and other commodities, which enable us to {ell
it much cheaper ; -and, by the convenience the Irifh have
of purchafing it in {mall quantities as they want it, and
thereby carrying on their trade with a much lefs capital.

Will not the fkill and ingenuity of the Englith
manufacturer fecure to him great advantages in this
trade ?

A. We have great confidence in the fkill and inge-
nuity of our manufacturers, which  certainly give us
great advantages ; but the vicinity of the two countries
enables them very readily to adopt any improvements
we may make; and if they continue to import bar iron
cheaper than we can here, there is danger that our ma-
nufacturers of iron wares may go and eftablith themfelves
in Ireland.

. If the iron manufactures of Ireland were made
fubje¢t to the like duties upon importation into this
country, as the Englith manufactures of the like forts
now pay upon importation into lreland ; fhould you
have any reafon to apprehend a competition in the mar-
ket of Great Britain ?

A. We fhould have no reafon to apprehend the com-
petition, if the duties upon bar iron upon importation
into both countries were the fame; but, if the Irith are
to continue to pay lefs than we do upon the importation
of bar iron, we fhould have reafon to apprehend the
competition, _

Q. Will not the duties upon the importation of the
iron manufactures of Ireland into Great Britain, as be-
fore ftated, counterbalance the difference that now fub-
iifts in the duties on the importation of bar iron into
both countries, as far as refpeés the market of Great
Britain ?

A... If thefe goods come into Great Britain charged
with'the duty of £ 3. 3. 11. per ton, which was fettled
by compact in 1778, we fhould not fear a competition---

if they are charged with a lefs duty, they will have an
G advantage
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* advantage equal to fuch difference, and in fuch cafe we
thould apprehend a competition. The duty of £4.9.11.
“oughr now to be £ 3.16. 3. owing to two 5 per cents.
being added, and the reduction of the difcounts, which
is an additional burden to which the Britith manufactur-

“ers of iron are now fubject.

OBSERVATIONS.

The duty upon bar iron imported into Great Britain in
Britith thips, is £ 2. 16. 1. per ton, and in foreign fhips
£3. 17. 1, per ton ; of this duty is drawnback upon ex-
portation £ 2. 16.7. on iron imported in Britifh fhips,
and £ 2. 13. 7. on iron imported in foreign fhips :---Bar
iron goes therefore to Ireland from Great Britain with a
duty of 3s. 64. per ton, and is fubject to a duty on im-
portation into Ireland of 10s. 6d. per ton ; fo that Ire-
land may import bar iron from Great Britain at a duty of
14s. per ton, which is lefs than paid by the Britifh manu-
faGurer on iron imported.in Britifh thips, by £ 2. 2. 1.
per ton: And if Ireland imports iron direct from Ruffia
and other foreign countries, the duty on importation i
only 1os. 6d. per ton, which is £ 2. 5. 7. lels than paid
by the Britifh manufacturer on iron imported in Britith
fhips ; and no part of the duty paid on importation into
Great Britain is drawn back on exportation of iron when
manufactured.---Itdoes not appear, by the foregoing ac-
count of imports from Great Britain into Ireland, that
the importation of iron, either manufactured or in ore,
has much increafed or diminifhed for the laft five years.
‘The import of wire does not appear to have decreafed
during that period ; bntthe duty of 64. per Ib. impofed
by the Irith parliament during their laft feffion, had not
then taken place. |
. Notwithftanding the advantages which were ftated by
the manufacturers as likely to induce the people of Ire-
land to import bar iron through Great Britain, in prefe-
rence to a direét importation ; itappears that, in addition

to the quantity imported in that circuitous manner, Ire-
land
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land has imported directly from foreign countries, ‘on
a medium of feven years, ending the 2s5th March,
1783, 4,700 tons yearly.

C - OQumeReo aN.

Mefirs. Claude Scott,
and Corn Factors;
Fobn Vickrafs Taylor,

Examined.

Q. Have you read the bill that pafled in Ireland laft
year for regulating the corn trade of that kingdom 2

A, L Ees

Q. Do you apprehend that the propofal that ismade
in it, to admit Britith and Irith grain and flour to be im-
ported into each kingdom refpectively, when the prices
are lower than thofe at which a general importation of
{fuch grain and flour is admitted from foreign countries,
will be for the advantage or difadvantage of thiscountry ?

A. Very much to the advantage of this country, be-
caufe the Irifh more frequently want grain and flour from
this country, than we want it from that; and becaufe a
partial deficiency in our crops may be made up by a fuf-
ficient fupply from Ireland, when a general {upply from
foreign countries might be too much, and might difcou-
rage agriculture, The Irifh having prohibited the im-
portation of flour and ground corn from all countries but
Great Britain, for the encouragement of their mills, it
mightbe a juft return to them to prohibit in like manner
the importation of flour and ground corn fromany coun-
try but Ireland ; and this would likewife operate as an
encouragement to our mills; we having mills enough to
fupply the greateft poffible demand for flour.

The Committee then defired thefe gentlemen to pre-
pare fuch a plan for admitting Irith grain and flour into
this' country, as will correlpond with the regulations .

made in favour of Great Britain in the bill paffed laft
: {eflion

G2
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feflion 10 Ireland.—In comp]iaﬁce thereto, Mefirs. Scott.
and Taylor have made the following return.

London, 22d Feb. 178s.
May it pléafe your Lordfhips,

In obedience to your Lordfhips commands, we have
turned our attention to the claufesin the laft Irifh corn
act; and in confequence thereof, have the honour to {ub-
mit to your Lordfhips the inclofed account; wherein we
have ftated the refpetive prices, weights and meafures
which regulate the importation of corn, flour, and meal,
into each country, with the neceflary alterations for
proportioning the prices of England to thofe of Ireland,
as near as the different weights and meafures ufed in
each country can be brought to correfpond with the
{pirit of the faid claufes.

We have alfo prefumed to fubjoin our reafons for the
neceflity of extending the powers of the a& of 21ft of
his prefent Majefty, to afcertain, with more accuracy,
the average prices of grain ; which will govern the im-
portation into all the ports of this kingdom by one ge-
feral rule, and thereby give proper effet to the pro-
pofed reciprocal intercourfe with Ireland, in this article
of commerce. '

We have judged it unneceflary to add any obferva-
tions refpecting the exportation, that being regulated in
€ach country by prices and bounties already nearly
équal : The mode indeed of afcertaining thefe prices in
England (exceptin the port of London) 1s liable to much
abufe; but as this will foon be brought under the con-
fidétation of Parliament, in the bill referred to, which

1sabout to be prefented, we forbear to trouble your
Lordfhips farther on the fubjects. |

We have the honour to be

Your Lordfhips moft obedient fervants,

~ CLAUDE SCOTT,



A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Prices, ‘Weights, and Meafures, by which the Importati f i s
GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND yirs regulated ; e 'CORN and GRAIN into

With a PLAN for the Importation of IRISH GRAIN into ENGLAND, on the Principles of the laft Irith Corn Act.

Ireland admits Importation of Corn from all ForeignfIreland propofes to admit Britifh Corn, ground or un-|N. B. Ireland having dire€ted, that e Barrel of W
Parts, as well as_from Great Britain, when the ge-| ground, from Great Britain, when the Prices are as| and Beans, fhall v§eigh 20 Stones,voerryz82{;:.~ t(l)le (ﬁ::;erk gfea’llel?ef?é
neral Average Prices at Dublin, of the Six Weeks| under afcertained, in like Manner, and on Condi-| Articles is taken, in the following Calculation, at the Medium Weight
preceeding the Quarter Seffions, are as follows : tion, that Great Britain grants the like Preference| of En%)liﬁ: Wheat, viz. 4561b. or 571b. per Buthel ; Barley at 392g1b
1b. i

to Itk Clorn 3 or 49!b. per Buthel; and Oats at 3041b. or 38lb, per Bufhel :

s> i A lsb. e s. d. : s. A . b
Wheat FLN S a 30 o per Barrel of 280]Wheat — — az27o0 per Barrel. 3 Irifh per Barrel, or 4 6 En. pe £ 456
Rye el a 26 0 Do. — of 280Rye — — azjo Do. The Differences’in Fa- | 3 — 3 or 1 6 p_x:Quar. ‘:)f ﬁg
White Peafe et a 30 o Do, — of 280|Wheat Peafe — az7o0 Do. vour of Britith Corn
Grey Do, a 18 3 Do. — of 280Grey Do * — 216 3 Do. calculated at the) 2 — or 3 0 —_ of 456
Beans el a 18 3 Do. — of 280|Beans - —— 2163 Do. Par of Exchange, is | 1 — or 1.9 oy of 392
Juley (and Malt) ——— 2 14 6 Do. — of 224|Barley (and Malt) — a136 Do. 1 —_ or 1 g S of 304
Oats — a 11 o Do. — of 196{0ats ot — aioo Do. 3

* Grey Peas not being an Article either of Food or
Commerce in this Country, they are omitted in the
Calculation.

N. Ircland has prohihited the Importation of all Corn
or Grain ground into Meal or Flour, except from
Great Britain.

England admits Importation of Corn, ground or un-The Englifh Ports fhould therefore open to the Trifh,/By¢ as it appears inconfiftent for England to allow an Importation of

ground, from all Foreign Parts, as well as from Ire- according to the ftrit Conftrufion of their Corn
A&, at the Prices following; the Differences per
Quarter above ftated being deducted from the eftablifh-
ed Importation Prices :

land, when the Average Prices are afcertained, at
the Time of the Quarter Seffions, to be as under :

S.
at 48 per Quarter

Wheat — —

Rye e R — at 32
Peafe — e at 32
B 3

eans —_— - at 32
Barley and Malt) — at 24
afs s— s at l6

\. B. England allows Corn or Flour to be exported to

7

s, d.

Ireland whenever there is an Embargo on the Expor-

tation from thence.

As the Tmportation of Foreign Corn at the dilffer
poved, that the Ports have opened for Admiffion o

" Negle@t or Defign; the Parliament of 21ft of His prefent Majefty paffed an AG for fixing a more acc
Fent. This Regulation has proved fo falutary and effectua ) _
iended to all the Qut-Ports, A Bill for that Purpofe was brought into Parliamen
fEn-:vented its further Progrefs :

o
Aftuirs that Seflions, and the fubfequent Diffolution,
“that Bill, whereby her Ports are either all fhut again

1 Support of the Meafure, and therefore prefume to recommend it.

Grain, even from Ireland, below the Prices at which fhe gives a Bounty
on Exportation, and as Ireland has fixed the Importation of Britith Corn
precifely where the Bounties on Exportation ceafe, it would be proper
for England to a& upon the fame Principle, and by the fame Rule :—
In which Cafe the Scale of Prices to regulate the Importation of Corn
from Ireland will ftand thus: ‘

5

Wheat —_ —-= at 43 6 per Quarter. Wheat -— a 44 Subje& to a Duty of 3 per
R —_— 6 Ry 8 X a7
P'ver —- ari' 2% : P}ef - a 28 Quarter on Grain, and 2d
Bg:nes — — 2?: ;; o Bi‘ines : : 28 pei‘ Quarter. f"?(‘;u?:}v];ec?fptzncoyrlg?;o:é
Barley (and Malt) — at 22 § Barley and Malt a22 with the Duties upon Im-
Oats — - at 14 7 Qats — — al4 portation into Ireland,

ent Portsvof this Kingdom has been regulated by the Prices afcertained at the Quarter Seflions; and Experience having

1, that it would very much conduce to the lincouragement of Agriculture, :
t int783, read twice, and printed: It lay over for Confideration till the next Seflions, but public

it is now about to be renewed, and as Ireland has formed her laft Corn A& upon the Model

f Foreign Corn, when the real Market Prices were below the Import Limits, by falfe and imperfect Returns being made, either
urate Mode of afcertaining faid Prices for the Ports of London, Effex, and

if the Powers and Regulations thereof were

Foreign Grain, or all open for the Admiflion of it, according to the Prices afcertained at Dublin ; we think it a ftrong Reafon

London, 22d February 1783,

CLAUDE SCOTT,
V. TAYLOR
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Bk B W, 0E R.Y.

M. Robert Barclay, Brewer in Southwark ;
Mr. Jofeph Delafield; from Mr. Whitbread’s
: Brewery ;

Examined.

Q. Do you export from this country great quantities
of Beer to Ireland ?

A. We export Englifh Porter to the different Ports
of Ireland, but rio other Sort of Beer. The trade export
about £ 60,000 worth of it in value in the year; to this
1s to be added, the value of the cafk, which amounts to
about [ 20,000 per annum.---Our two houfes export
nedr 4-5th of the whole.

Has this export increafed of late, or diminithed ?

A. It has diminifhed in fome degree.

Q. To what caufe do you impute this diminution ?

A. The principal caufe wasowing to a law pafled in
Ireland in the year 1782, enating, *“ That from the
month of June in that year, no porter fhould be fold
higher than 3:d. per quart, though the retail price of
Englifh porter was known to be at 4d. per quart, by
which the retailers profit was reduced 105. 84. per hog-
fhead. 'This law was much refited by the Irifh; and
proved, as we are informed, in fome degree ineffectual.
The law was made to continue for three years, and will
expire next midfummer.—Another caufe was, that they
altered their duties in the laft Seffion of Parliament upon
Beer, and thereby impofed an additional duty of zs. per
hogthead ; ‘and by this, and other duties, they equalized
the duty on Englifh Beer imported to their own inland
excife on beer. This law is, we apprehend, an annual
law. 3

Q.. What is the charge of carrying an Englith barrel
of porter from hence to Ireland ?

X The charges from hence, confifting of freight,
infurance, and merchants commiffion, amount_to about

. 45. per
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4s. per barrel, or about 18 per cent. exclufive of the
drawback. ,

Is there any, or what drawback of' the duties on
beer exported to Ireland ? |

A.  We receive a drawback of the whole duty of 8.
per barrel on beer ; and occafionally a bounty of 1s. per
barrel, when the price of barley is at or under 24s. per
quarter.

Q. Have you any allowance for the duty on malt
made ufe of in the Beer exported to Ireland *

A. We have no allowance, but there remains a duty
of 6s. 6d. per quarter on all fuch malt; whilft malt ex-
ported to Ireland pays no duty, and even receives a
bounty of 2s. 6d. per quarter, when the price of barley
is under 22s5. per quarter : this bounty is equal to the
whole charge of freight of malt to Ireland, and thereby
affords the Irifh brewer a net profit of 6s. 64. per quar-
ter, or £ 20 per cent. on Englifh malt ufed in Ireland,
compared with the London price : and this may make a
difference of about 2s. 6d. per barrel on beer.—There is
a difference in the Englith and Irifh barrels ; the Irifh is
of 12 gallons, and the Englifh of 36 gallons.

Q. Whatadvantage has the Iri(h brewer by the draw-
back on hops exported from hence to Ireland ?

A. The Irith brewer has a drawback of the whole
duty paid here, being one penny per pound, with three
g per cents. upon it.

~ What advantage does that give him on the beer
brewed there?

A. The quantity of hops is in general in proportion

to the time the Beer is intended to be kept: It is on this
account impoffible precifely to anfwer that queftion ;
but they certainly have an advantage.
- Q. When the price of barley in this country is un-
der z2s. per quarter, fo as to receive a bounty upon ex-
port, do you find that your export of beer to Ireland
diminifhes ? .

A. We donot find that it makes any alteration in
the denmand for Ireland.

. If beer brewed in Ireland was allowed to be import-
ed into England, fubjectto duties equal to the excife du-

ties
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ties payable on fuch beer brewed in England, would the
Englith brewerhave any reafon to apprehend a compe-
tition in the market of England ? |

A. From the prefent ftate of the brewery inboth
countries, we apprehend there would be no material
competition, efpecially in the article of porter, Butif
-{kilful brewers fhould remove from hence to Ireland,
induced from the prefent advantages of procuring and
manufacturing Englifh malt and hops, free from thofe
duties paid by the Englith brewers, as well as from
the low price of labour in Ireland, it is very probable
a dangerous competition might in time arife, unlefs
Irith beer imported into this country fhould not only
pay our inland excife on beer, but alfo a further duty,
proportionable to the duties paid in England on malt
and hops ; on both of which, the duties are drawn back
on exportation to Ireland, and even a bounty given on
malt when barleyis under 22s..

OBSERVATION S.

The duty now payable on beer and ale imported into
Ireland, is 4s. 1d. per barrel of 32 gallons. Irifh beer
and ale imported into England, ought to be made fub-
jeét to a duty on the Engiifh barrel equal to the fore-
going, and to the Excife duties on beer and ale, and on
the materials ufed in making it ; and duties fhould be
impofed on Irifh beer or ale imported into Scotland,
equal to the foregoing Irith duty, and to the Excife du-
ties payable in Scotland on beer and ale brewed in that
country, and on the materials ufed in making it there.

It appears by the foregoing accounts of imports from
Great Britain into Ireland; that the quantity of beer
and ale imported from Great Britain into Ireland, has
not, during the laft four years, diminifhed ; it was
confiderably lefs in the year 148o.

PO T-
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B e e e
Mr. Thomas Byerley,

Examined.

Q. Are you a partner of Mr. Wedgwood’s?

A. No; but the fole director of Mr. Wedgwood’s
manufacture in town. '

Q. Isthere any quantity of earthen ware or pottery
exported from Great Britain to Ireland ?

A. There are great quantities, principally of the
ufeful kind.

Q. Do youmean of the white ware or the Queen’s
ware ?

A. Principally of the (%geen’s ware; the white
ware 1s a good deal out of ufe.

Has the exportation of earthen ware to Ireland
increafed of late, or diminifhed ? - |

A. T cannot {peak of my own knowledge ; but will
procure an anfwer, and an account of the caufe of fuch
increafe, or diminution, as it may happen to be.

Q. Has the export of Britith earthen ware to foreign
countries increafed of late, or diminifthed ?

A. It has confiderably increafed within thefe two
years, principally in the ufeful branches. I believe it
has increafed in all the earthen manufatures of the
Kingdom, as they make greater quantities than before—
I am fureit has in our own. .

Q. . Canyou fay to what countries it has increafed ?
- A. Principally to the Ports of the Mediterranean
and Spain ;—during the war, the freights were fo high
it could notbe fent there.

Q. To what countries is your greateft exportation 2

A.  To Germany.

Q. Do you know that there are any potteries efta-
blithed in Ireland ?

A. I never heard of any in Ireland till yefterday,
when a dealer in earthen ware told me they did make
fome earthen ware there. 01

7 is
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. Is not the cheapnefs of fuel one of the moft ef-
fential circumitances towards carrying on the pottery ?

A. Tt is one of the moft eflential. o)

Q. Is there any material furnithed from this country
effential for carrying on the pottery, which cannot{o well
be got in any foreign country, particularly in Ireland ?

A. The eflential articles are pipe clay and flints. I
never heard they had any pipe clay in Ireland ; but we
now import flint ftones from thence.

Q. To what caufe do you impute the fuperiority that
England has of late years obtained over every other
country in Europe, in her potteries ;---to the advantages
arifing from eheapnefs of fuel, or to the cheapnefs or ex-
cellence of materials, or to fkill ?

A. I apprehend it cannot be folely owing to the
cheapnefs of fuel, nor to the cheapnefs or excellence of
the material, though thefe are certainly importan: arti-
cles; I impute it principally to fkill.- We bring feveral of
the materials, at great expence, to Newcaftle-under-Line,
where our manufactures flourifh fo much.

Q. What are the duties and charges upon earthen
ware exported to Ireland ¢

A. Five per cent. in carrying it from our potteries to
Liverpool, and putting it on fhip-board ; to this muft be
added freight, infurance, port charges, landing in Ire-
land, and the duty there.

Q. If the pottery or earthen ware of Ireland was al-
lowed to be imported into Great Britain, fubject to the
fame duties as are paid on the like wares imported into
Ireland from hence, do you think that the Britith potteries
would have any reafon to apprehend a competition ?

A. T hope 1 fhall be excufed anfwering that queftion.

Mr. Fofiah W edgwood,
. Potter to Her Majefty ; de-
«legated by the Potters ot
Staffordfbire, to {peak in
their Names, aswell ashis

OWn. |
On the fame Head ;

H Examined.
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Examined.

Q. Is there any quantity of earthen ware or pottery
exported from Great Britain into Ireland ? |

A. There are great quantities, principally of the ufe-
ful kind.

Qi' Has the exportation of earthen ware to Ireland in-
crealed of late, or diminifhed ? : !
A. It hasincreafed very much.

Q. Whaj are the charges of fending earthen ware to
Ireland ? :

A. About 7z per cent. upon the value of common
ufeful ware, from our potteries to' Liverpool; and
freight from Liverpool to Ireland nearly the fame.

Q. At what do you eftimate the duty in Ireland upon
earthen ware imported from Great Britain, according to
‘the real value of {uch earthen ware ¥

A. The duty is 15 per cent. upon the value, two &
per cents. upon that 15 per cent. and one g per cent.
upen the two 5 per cents: this, together with the port
charges and Cuftom Houfe fees, we eftimate at nearly 20
per cent. upon the value of {uch earthen ware. Thisin-
formation I received from the perfon who has the largeft
concern in fending earthen ware from the potteries in
Staffordfhire into Ireland.

Q. Has the export of Britifh earthen ware to foreign
countries of late, increafed or diminifhed ?

A. It has lately greatly increafed, notwithftanding the
duties and prohibitions laid on it in foreign countries ;
and making its way into Turkey, for the ufe of Turkith
families, and into other new markets.

. Do you know whether any potteries are eftablithed

in Ireland?. e
A. They have none of any confequence. In the year
1784, apottery was begun at Dublin, in imitation of our
Queen’s.ware. They procured workmen from the pot-
tertes inStaffordthire, and patterns from Mr. Wedgwood’s
warchoufe in. Dublin: the Dublin fociety took this pot-
tery under their: patronage, giving, £.1zo. for the firft
table fervice made of it; and a premium of one-third ¢n
the value of'all goods 'made there. The undertaking,
however, ‘was foon given up, but from recent circum-
‘ : ; ftances,
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ftances, there is reafon to believe, that it will be revived
again, efpecially as they have been fo fuccefsful in rival-
ling this country in manufacturing of Glafs, having now
nine flourithing Glafs Houfes, every one of which has
been introduced and eftablifhed fince the duty laid here
upon glafs.

Q. Have the Irith materials neceffary for eftablifh+
ing potteries, or can they eafily procure them 2

A. They have, as I believe, moft of the materials
for that purpofe. | '

Q. To whatdo you particularly impute the prefent
{uperiority of the Britifh earthen ware?

A. The revolution in our favour-was brought about
by the invention of feveral new {pecies of earthen ware,
never made before in this or any other country ; and has
been greatly promoted fince, by the fkill and ingenuity
of thofe concerned in this bufinefs; co-operating with
the cheapnefs and excellenceof the ufeful torts; and
by the encouragement received fince the year 1763,
from the patronage of their majefties’and the public.

Q. If the pottery or earthen ware that may be made
in Ireland was allowed to be imported into Great Britain,
{ubject to the fame duties as are paid on the like wares
imported from hence into Ireland; do-you think the
Britith potteries would have any reafon to apprehend a
competition. .

A. I certainly apprehend, that there might be danger
of a competition in time, 1n their own and every foreign
market. I fhould think we were fafer if earthen
ware was allowed to be imported free of all duties into
both countries ; becaufe the Irith would not have then
fo much encouragement to begin to fet up potteries, or
to eftablifh them to any extent.

Q. Should you, in the cafe ftated in the laft queftion,
have reafon to apprehend a competition in the Britifh
market. w

A. If the Irith potteries thould once be eftablithed
to an extent, it is probable they may invent {fomething
new, which we are not in poffeflion of ; and in that,
and in other cafes which cannot now be forefeen, they
may fend their earthen ware to this market.

H a2 Q. Should
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Q Should you, 'in{fuch cafe, have reafon to appre-

hend a competition, in the fale of the ufeful ware, in
the Britith market ? peat g2 L

A. 1 fhould apprehend we fhould have leaft to fear
in the fale of the cheaper articles; ‘perhaps nothing at
all in the ufeful : if they fhould invent any thing, we
fhould have reafon to apprehend a competition.. .

Q. Are not the fkill and ingenuity which our manu-
facturers already pofiefs, great advantage in our favour ?

A. They are very great advantages, and would be
ftill greater, if they were not fo liable to be carried,
along with our workmen, into our own:

Mr. #edgwood tranfmitted to the Committee the an-
fwer to the following quettion, which he could not
take upon himielf to anfwer, till.he had confulted
the manufacturers in Staffordfhire.

What is the proportion of earthen ware export-
ed from Great Britain to foreign parts,'including Ireland,
compared to-the whole of the manufadtures ?

Ai'¢ From thebeft information 1. canobtain, at a ge-
neral meeting ‘of ‘the potters, a. proportion rot lefs than
five fixths of the wholeof our manufatture of earthen
ware 15 exported to foreign parts, including Ireland un-
der delcription.~The manufacturers were at this meet-
Ing unanimous im opinion, that it is not lefs than five-
fixths but fome thoughtitto be much more ; I was afraid
of over-rating this export when' the queftion was afked
me, and my bufinefs being fo much in the retail line, in
ferving Englith families, 1 could not be fo competent a
judge of it as thofe potters who are more in the export
bufinefs; but. I am convinced I under-rated it much,
and upon examining my own books, notwithftanding the
proportion of my whole confumption is fo much greater
than that of the other potters, 1 find that the goods I
fell for exportation exceeded thofe for home confumpti-
on 1n the proportion of 100 to 48.

OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS.

The duty on earthen ware imported from Great
Britain into Ireland, as ftated in the foreign account
of imports into that kingdom, is £. 15. 15. for every
£ - 100 value.---By the fame account it appears, that
there was a general increafe of the importation of ear-
then ware into Ireland from this kingdom, during the
years 1781, 1782, and 1783, which has declined in the

year 1784. .

SOAP and CANDLES.

Jobn Lees, E{quire,
the Accountant General,
and one of the Survey-
~ors of Excile;

Examined.

Q. « Isiit fuppofed, that any confiderable quantities
of foap and candles are.clandeftinely tmported from
Ireland into Great Britain ?

A. It is fuppofed,.that confiderable quantities are ;
particularly into Briftol and its neighbourhood and the
Welih coatt.

. What are_the excife duties on {foap, candles,
and {tarch ? -

A. The excife on hard foap are 2%d. per Ib. ; on
foft foap, 14 per 1b. ;- onftarch, 3d. per lb. and 173 per
cent. which, together, amount to about 3z per lb.
On candles--~tallow candles, 13d. per Ib. no per cent.
—on wax and {permaceti, 3d. per'1b. and 15 per cent.;

which; in the whole, amounts to nearly 3%z4. per Ib.
' Meflrs.
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Meflrs. George and Feffey. Ruffel,
¢ ?jh{ard g‘ld foft {foap makers,
Yofeph Fry, of Briftol, o
foap maker and tallow chandler,
Whitchurch and Skinney, T
_ ' foap maker ; and
Samuel Vere and Naihaniel (hild, '
tallow chandlers ; =

Upon the fame head.

Is there any great quantity of tallow imported
from Ireland into this country ?

A. Certainly, great quantities every year, and par-
ticularly to Briftol, Liverpool, and Lancafter ; very
little to the port of London ; the import of ‘tallow there
is chiefly from Rufiia.

Q. Do we export to Ireland {oap and candles ?

A. None.

Q. Is there any import of foap and candles from
Ireland into Great Britain ?

A. Nonethat pays duty; but great quantities are
certainly {muggled into all the weftern counties of Eng-
land and Wales ; and frem thence, by inland navigation
into other countries.

Q. If Trifh foap and candles were to be made fub-
je& to the fame duties upon importation into Great
Britain, as foap and candles manufactured in Great
Britain pay at prefent, and thofe duties were firiétly
colle¢ted ; fhould you have any reafon to apprehend a
competition in the market of Great Britain ?

A. With refpe¢t to hard foap, we fhould have no
reafon to apprehend a competition, if the manufactures
of the two countries were put on an equal footing in
all refpets ; we have no objection, therefore, to equal
duties upon importation of {uch foap.—But the Irifh
havea duty of 15. 64. per Cwt. on their tallow exported,
to which their manufacture of courfe will not be ﬁlbjef’.
—We have alfo a duty of gs. 2:d. per Cwt. on barilla,
which the Irith do not pay, for they import it duty
free, as anarticle ufed in bleaching their linen.—It1s

true,
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true, that in the country, wood afhes are fometimes
ufed inftead of barilla ; but then the duty on the fea
{alt, neceffarily ufed with fuch afhes, is equal to the
duty on barilla (when employed) and the Irith Fay
buta very fmall duty on fea falt ufed in this manufac-
ture.—We import alfo from other countries, and par-
ticularly from Ireland, great quanties of kelp, which
is a neceflary ingredient in the f{oap manufacture ;
and on this we pay, when imported from Ireland, a
. duty of about 16s. 6d. per ton; to which likewife the
Irith manufacturer cannot be liable. If we import it
from other countries, we pay ftill a higher duty. It
is true, however, that a great quantity of kelp is made
in Great Britain, particularly in Scotland, which paysno
duty. TheIrifh alfo have Britith coal upon a lower
duty than is paid here, when itis water borne to an
part of Great Britain, particularly to London. ~ All thefe
charges we confider as equal toan-additional duty of
at leaft 25. 64 per Cwt. upon hard foap.—When it is
made of olive o1l, which the fort ufed in the woollen
manufacture ‘principally is, the duty is ftill heavier, and
will add another 7s. per Cwt. in tavour of the Irifh,
if they pay no duty on elive'oil.—If therefore thefe bur-
thens are to remain on our trade, we do apprehend a
competition ?

With regard to foft foap ; none that we know of is
manufactured in Ireland (they importit from Holland ;)
but if there thould hereafter be any manufactured there,
the Irith would have an advantage in the price of pot
and pearl athes, as we pay a duty of 1s. 6d. per barrel,
or 8d. per cwt on thofe articles, which they import
duty free ; and if olive oil (hould be ufed, 1t will be a
further burthen upon us.

Mr. Naihaniel Child and Mr. Samuel Vere, Tallow

Charidlers, again attending, the queftion before

ut to them being repeated, as far as the fame
““relpetts Candles ; viz.

Q. If Trifh candles were to be made fubjet to the
fame duties upon importation into Great Britain, as can-
dles manufactured in Great Britain pay at prefent, and
thefe duties were ftrictly colleted ; fhould youhave “ny

| reafon
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reafon to apprehend a competition in the market of
Great Britain ¢ b

A. We think we fhould have reafon to apprehend a
competition, unlefs fuch an additional duty was laid on
the Irith, manufacture of candles on importation into
Great Britain, as will counterbalance the - difadvantage
the Englith manufacturer will in fuch cafe labour under,
viz. The Englith manufacturer pays his duty at the time
of making his candles, which is generally fix months
previous to the fale of them : The Irith will pay it only
on importation ; and this difadvantage we eftimate at a.
halfpenny per doz. or £. 2 % per cent.—the difference in
wages is 23d. per doz. upon the whole 3:d. per dozen.

Q. Are thi: Irifh candles as well manufactured as ours?

A. Not in general—they make very goed mould can-
dles for the fupply of Dublin and Cork.

Q. Has the trade from hence in candles and foap . to
North America and the Weft Indies increafed of late, or
diminifbed?

A. It has certainly very much decreafed fince the
compact in 1778, in both articles.

Q. To what caufes do you impute this decreafe ?

A. We impute it to the poflefiion the Irith have now

got of that trade—we export but very few candles now
to the Weft Indies.

OBSERVATIONS.

The duty ontallow candles imported into Ireland from
Great Britain, is not mentioned in the foregoing account
of imports : but from Eaton’s book of rates, it appears
to be nearly one half penny per 1b.-——The duty on foap
appears, by the foregoing account on importation from
Great Britain into Ireland, to be gs. 534. the hundred
weight. Thefe duties ought to be added to our excife du-
ties on foap and candles.—There can be nopretence to in-
fift on the Irifh takingoffany duty they may have impofed
on their tallow, when exported ; they have arighttoa pre-
ference in the manufa@ure of their own raw materials.—
The duty on kelp, except of France, is the fame from

' Ireland
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Ireland as from any other country. Pot and pearl afhes,
from the Britith colonies, and from the United States of
America (from whence large quantities are imported)
are at prefent duty free.

The export of candles and foap from Ireland to Ame-
rica, according to the account ot Irifth exports to Ame-
rica, appears to be a very increafing trade. The export
of foap and candles to foreign countrigs is confiderable,
but does not appear to have variccﬁfhuch in the laft
feven vears.

The Committee having thus laid before your Majefty,
the information they have received ; and having ftated
fuch obfervations asappeared to them to be neceflary, for
the purpofe of explaining the accounts, and pointing out
any miftakes in the evidence given ;-it istheir duty now,
in obedience to your Majefty’s commands, to offer their
opinion on the firft queftion referred to them ; that is,—
On the propriety of reducing the duties payable in Great
Britain on the importation of goods, the growth and ma-
nufacture of Ireland, to the {ame rate as the duties pay-
able in Ireland, on the importation of the like goods,
the growth and manufacture of Great Britain.—And the
Committee think it right to begin by obferving, that
{ince the conftitution of Ireland has been put on its pre-
fent footing, it is not probable that the people of that
~ kingdom will reft fatisfied with the fame {yftem of com-
merce that fubfifted before the alteration was made ; for
though the parliament of Ireland, in their laft {yftem,
rejeéted the duties that were propofed for the pro-
tection of their woollen manufactures, they impofed
duties on four other articles of Britith commerce ; viz,
on refined fugar, on beer, wire, and painted callicoes ;
for the exprels purpofe of encouraging their trade in
thefe feveral articles.

And it appears, that the Two Houfes of Parliament of
Great Britain, were of opinion, that in confequence of
the change made in the Irith conftitution, fome new ar-
rangement would be neceflary :—For, on the 17th of
May 14982, after having refolved, that an a¢t made in the
figth year of the reign of his late Majefty King George
the Firft, intitled ¢* An Act for the better fecuring :jhe

I u‘ e-
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« dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland, upon the

<« Crown of Great Britain,” ought to be repealed ; they
came immediately to the following refolution.

«“ RESOLVED,

¢« That it is indifpenfible to the interefts and hap-
<« pinefs of both kingdoms, that the connection between
¢« them fhould be eftablifhed by mutual confent, upon a
¢ folid and permanent bafis.”

The prefent queftion is not therefore, whether the
{yftem of commecrce on which your Majefty has required
the opinion of the Committee, is bétter or worfe than
that which exifted before the change made in the Irifh
conftitution ; but, whether it is better or worfe than
thar, which, if fome agreement is not made, is likely
now to take place.

It appears to the Committee, that in arranging the
commercial intercourfe in future between the two king-
doms, there are but three plans, that can poffibly be
adopted.

Firft, That the ports of each kingdom fhould be otpen
to goods, the growth and manufacture of the other, tree
from all duties, except thofe of excife, and other inter-
nal duties.

-As there are certainly articles of commerce, in which
each country has a'decided advantage, it is probable that
fuch a plan would occafion the ruin of many of your
Majefty’s fubjects in Great Britain and Ireland, and intro-
duce an immediate convulfion in the commerce of the
two kingdoms.

The Second plan is, thateach kingdom fhould tor the
future proceed in making {uch regulations, and impofing
fuch duties on theimportation of goods, thegrowth or ma-
nufacture of theother, as their refpective legiflatures fhall,
in'their wifdom,think neceffary for the protectionand im-
provement of their own commerce. This plan, which will
probably be followed, if fome agreement is not made,
will be the {ource of perpetual diffentions—will neceffa-
rily tend to feparate each country farther from the other;

and,
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and, in a courfe of years, will place them, in their com-
mercial relation to each other, in the ftate of foreign
countries. =

. The Third plan is, That the two kingdoms agree on
certain moderate duties, to be impofed on the importa-
tion of goods, the growth and manufacture of the other ;
fuch as will fecure a due preference in the home mar-
‘ket, to the like articles of its own growth and manu-
facture; and yet leave to the fifter kingdom, advantages,
though not equal to its own, yet fuperior to thofe grant-
ed toany foreign country.—The duties now payable on
Britifh goods imported into Ireland, feem, by their mo-
deration, as well adapted to anfwer this purpofe, as any
that could bedevifed; but to make this {yftem complete,
there fhould be added proper rc;gulations with refpeét to
bounties in future, and with refpect to the duties on raw
materials, imported into each kingdom.

It is, in the judgment of the Committee, a great re-
commendation of this plan, that if it fhould now be car-

ried into execution, and become the {yftem, to which
both countries thall be bound hereafter to conform, it
will fecure them in future from thofe unpleafant con-
tefts, to which, in purfuit of their refpective interefis,
they may otherwife be expofed ; and your Majeity, as
foverign of the two kingdoms, will be relieved from the
difagreeable fituation of having laws prefented to you,
by their refpective Houfes of Parliament, for your roy-
al aflent, which, theugh beneficial to one of your king-
doms, may in.their operation be highly detrimental to
the interefts of the other.

The Committee humbly take leave to refer your Ma-
jefty to the information given by the merchants and ma-
nufacturers for what relates to the particular branches of
commerce, 1 which they are refpectively engaged, and
to the ‘obfcrvations made thereon. They think it right
howeéver in gencral to obferve, that the duties intended te
be impofed, according to the propofed plan, on the im-
portation into Great Britain of goods, the growth and
manufacture of Ireland, appear to them to be a fufficient

. preference in the home market, which is the only object
avprefent to be confidered ; for Irelahd as well as Great
, I 2 Britain
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Britain has already a right to fupply itsown market, and"
the wnarkets of foreign countries, with any goods of its
growth and manufacture, {fubject only to chh dutiesand
reftrictions as its own legiflature fhall think preper to
impofe. . :

‘T'he dutiesimpofed by this plan on woollen goodsim-
ported from Ireland, will be lower than thofe on any
other article of Irifh growth or manufacture, beingabout
fix-pence per yard on old drapery, and two-pence on
new ; which is, on anaverage, not more than ﬁve per
cent. and yet the merchants and manufacturers in this
branch of commerce, whom the Committee have exa-
amined, appear by their evidence to have very little ap-
prehenfion of a competition. The duties on the impor-
tation of all other goods of the growth'and manufaéture
of Ireland into this kingdom, will, according to the
propofed plan, be at leaft £. 10 per cent. and on fome
articles confiderably more, which, with the charge of
freight, infurance, commiffion, and port charges, will,
in the judgment of the Committee, be amply fufficient
to fecure a due preference to the fubjeéts of Great Bri-
tain in their own market; efpecially if weadd, to what
has been already mentioned, the fkill of eftablithed ma-
nufactures, and the advantages arifing from long credit
and great capitals. ~And it ought to be confidered, that
if the Irith thould be able to extend their trade in fome
branches of manufature, which will probably at firft be
of the inferior kinds, where labour rather than fkill is
required, the Britifh trader will in return have his ad-
vantage in the fuperior articles of manufature; for
which, by his fkill and experience he may be better qua-
lified ; which advantage the propofed plan will fecure to
him againfinon-importation agreements, or any new laws
that might be otherwile made to his detriment. And as
the people of Ireland increafe in wealth, in confequence
of the extenfion thus given to their commerce, the fub-
jects of Great Britain will neceffarily derive advantages
from it, by the larger fale of thofe commodities in
which they particularly excel.

The Committee have alfo taken into confideration the
fecond queftion referred to them by your Majefty, viz.

—\What
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—What preferences are now given to the importation of
any article, the growth, produce, or manufacture of Ire-
land, by any duty on prohibition or the importation,
ufe, or {ale of the like articles from foreign parts ; and
how far it may be the intereft of Great Britain in future
to continue or to alter the {fame.

For ‘their information on this head, the Committee
called for the two following accounts, which have been

prefented to them by the Commiffioners of -your Ma-

jefty’s Cuftoms in England.
On confidering the. {everal articles of Irith growth and

manufacture, to which, according to the foregoing ac--

counts, preferences are given, 1t does not appear to the
Committee that there is any reafon at prefent for alter-
ing the fame : According to the true principle of reci-
procity, the Irith ought to grant the {fame bounty on
Britith linen exported from Ireland, as is now paid on
Irifh linen exported from Great Britain. It would be
very inconvenient, and even detrimental to the com-
merce of Great Britain, in its intercourfe with foreign
nations, to fay, that thefe preferences fhould at no time,
and in no refpect be altered ; but the Committee are of
opinion, that fome fufficient preference fhould always
be given to the foregoing articles, being the growth or
manufacture of Ireland, on their importation, ufe, or
fale in Great Britain.,

An

|
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duce, o7 Vioncfaélure of Ireland, which, on Expor-
tation fro ‘nce, have Pref..rences above thofe be-

ing the Gro wili or Manufacture of Foreign Countries.

Linen the Manufacture of Ireland, which fhall be ex-
ported from Great Britain to Afrlca, America, Spain,

Portugal, Gibraltar, thc Ifland of MLnorca, or the Eaft
Indies.

. Bounty,
For every Yard of Linen of the Breadth of

25 Inches, or more, and under value of

gd. per Yard - -
Of the Value of zd. and under the Value

of 6d. per Yard - B 1
Of the Value of 6d. and under the Value

of 1s. 6d. per Yard - - 1

J. MELLER, D. Col.
J. HUME, D. Comp.

N =

e

Cuftom Houfe, London,
3d Feb. 1755.
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AGE 3, Line 18. for confiderations, read, confideration, p-
4.1 13. f.are s were” p.6. 1. 17. £ that-Bwho pa.7.1.6.
f.himr. them fame p.l 12. f. wretched r. wicked p. 8. 1. 31.
f. ther. his p. 9.L 7. f. Whiggifms r. Whiggifm p. 11.]. 15.
f. confefles his r. confeffes that his fame p. 1. z4. f. remove r. re-
prove p. 12. 1 2-f. is r.as fame p.L 4. f. primer. Prince
fame p. 1. 8. f. purity r. parity p.15.1. 3. dele the firft and fame
p- 1. 27. f. might r. may p. 16.L 4. f. dire@ed r. dire@ing
fame p. 1. 22. f. favour r. favours p. 17.1. 13, f. the r.a fame
p. l. 19. f. portsr. parts p. 19.1. 28. f. particularly r. peculiarly
fame p.1. 33.f. heatr hate p.22.1. 26. f. our r. your p. 26.
1. 27. f. brought r. bought p. 35.1. 19. f. Treafury r. Treafurer
fame p. 1. 24. f. appeared r. appearing p. 40.1. 12. f. judged the
1. judged that the fame p. L. 2z. f. belongr. fall p. 46.1. 17. f.
Law, commons r. Law, the commons p.48. I, zo. f. andan r.
and asan p. §52.1. 13. £ afluming r. afpiring p. 55. 1. 7. f,
Naufon r. Nanfon famep. 1. 15. f. Naofon r. Nanfon p. 58.
1. 34.f. mightr.may p.61. L. 7.f orr. and famep. laft
Tefteem p. 63. 1 3. f. neceflary r. unneceflary ~p. 64. L.
andr.or p. 69.L.13. f. {oever) itr, foever) and it p. 71.
f. Countries; r. Counties; p. 72. L. 3. f. tacked r. tuned.

l."e.
g. £
L. 2.






