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R E M A R K S

O  N  A

P a m p h l e t ,  &c .

A
 Pamphlet having appeared lately, 

intitled, Confiderations, & c .  and pro- 
feflîng to ftate impartially the A r ­
guments in fupport o f  a Right 

claim ed by the Crown, which intimately affeits 
the fundamental Rights o f  this Country, where­
in thefe Argum ents and the F a d s  fupporting 
them  are yet in reality, ftated with evident Par­
tiality, D eceit, and Subtilty ; it is a D u ty  due to 
the Public, to expofe this unfair Dealing, as fpee- 
dily as poffible ; and therefore are thefe few  
Remarks thus haftily fent after it, to prevent 
unwary honeft M en  from being beguiled out o f  
their native Senfe o f  T ru th  and Juftice, and o f  
thofe eflential Rights, which no human L a w  be­
llow ed, and which therefore, though Force or 
Fraud may bear down and deftroy, yet no
human Power nor A rt, can poilibly m ake void.

In
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In order to this, it may be proper, fir jl, to 

makefome Obfervations on this Author’s Manner 
o f  ftating the feveral F ad s, upon the true State of 
which the Force o f  his fubfequent Arguments 
eiTentially depends.

Next, to give an Account of thefe fame Fads, 
didated by Candor, and warranted by Circum- 
itances which cannot deceive.

And laft o f  all, to point out fuch o f  the grofler 
Miftakes in the Courfe o f his Argument as may 
be fufficient to anfwer the Defign o f  this Paper.

In p. 4. the Author profeiies, that his Pam­
phlet is an bonejl Attempt to endeavour to quiet the 
Fears and Apprehenfions o f the People ; which Fears 
and Apprehenfions He tells us had been raifed, 
‘  by Occafion having been taken without Doors, 
‘  from the Rejecting of the late Bill, to fpread 
‘ Infinuations injurious to Government, and tend- 
‘ ing to alienate the AfFedions o f  his Majefty’s 
‘  Subjeds.’ T h a t the AfFedions o f  his Majeity’s 
Subjeds are greatly alienated one from another, 
is a fad and undoubted Truth, (tho’ God be 
thanked, none o f  them from his Majefty ; ) and 
at whofe Door this Mifchief is chargeable may be 
made fo evident, that he who runs may read ; 
but diis is not the Place : It is to be feared how­
ever, that the Author has, by his very manner o f  
exprefling himfelf in this his firil fetting out, but 
too plainly betrayed, that fomething elfe than this 
honefl Attempt to quiet the Fears and Apprehenfions o f 
the People was the Intention of this Pamphlet. 
T h e  Fears and Apprehenfions o f  the People are, 
thanks be to God, and to the Fortitude o f  our 
Hundred and twenty-four Reprefentatives, on the 
ever-memorable 17th o f  December 17 53, already 
pretty well quieted, and have been fo, from the 
Conclufion of that Day ; fo far was the rejeding 
o f  that Bill from being the Occafion o f  thefe Fears 
and Apprehenfions, that thefe Fears were created,

while



while the Fate o f  this Bill was in fufpenfe, UJl 
it Jhould not be rejefled-, the Moment the Fate o f 
the Bill was determined to their W iih es, that 
M oment their Fears vanifhed, and an univerfal 
Joy took place, and ftill fubfifts in their itead -, 
their Deliverance was accomplilhed by rejeElmg 
the B ill ; nor is it eafy to guefs what fhould make 
the Author infinuate that they at prefent Hand in 
need o f  his A id , for quieting their Fears : For 
what is there now fubfifting, that they need to be 
apprehenfive about, unlef's it be the Sufferings o f 
fome gallant Patriots who could not be made to 
fwerve from their D uty to their Country, by any 
Apprehenfions o f  Severity in regard to them- 
felves ?

In p. 5. the Author tells us, that the ‘  only 
‘  Operation o f  th eC la u fe ,’ (by which is meant 
the now well known Preamble) ‘ would have 
‘  been a Parliamentary Acknow ledgm ent o f  the 
‘  K in g ’s antient Right to thz Application o f  the 
‘  M oney in the adual Receipt o f  the Treafury ;
* as had been made upon the like Occafion in the 
‘  Bill o f  the former Seflion.’

W  hat Unfairnefs and want o f  Candor difcover 
themfelves in thefe few Lines ! Doth this Author 
really believe, that the Parliament, in the former 
Sefiîon, ever m e a n t  to m ake fuch an A ckn ow ­
ledgm ent as is here referred to ? Doth he not 
know in bis Confcience, that fuch an Acknow ledg­
ment was the fartheft from their Thoughts ? A nd 
upon what Principles o f  T ru th  and Honefty, can 
he reprefent to the unfufpeding Public, that the 
Parliament made this Acknow ledgm ent, when he 
is confcious to him felf that the very Reverie was 
as itrongly, and much more univerfally their Senfe 
then, as when the Bill was rejedted this prefent 
Seifion ? Shameful Prevarication ! ------

Farther, would not a plain M an be led by the 
Beginning o f  this Paragraph to imagine, that all

that
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that was wanted, was only that the Pailiament 
fliould comply with the harmlefs Form o f acknow­
ledging what they themfelves could not but contels 
to be an unqueftioned, well-defined, as well as 
antient Right in the King, relative to the Appli­
cation of the publick Money remaining at any 
T im e  in the public Treafury ; and that there 
never was fo much as a Sufpicion in any Perfon’s 
Mind, that the complying with this Form, would 
be veiling any new or greater Power in the Crown 
in regard to the Public-Money, than it was clearly 
poffefied of before ? and yet doth not every Man, 
at all converfant in thefe Matters, and this A u ­
thor among the reft, ailuredly know, that the. 
contrary o f all this was the Faót ; and that there 
never would have been one M om ent’s Conteft 
about the Matter, had not the new Language, 
introduced in the Duke of Dorset s firft Speech in 
17 5 1 , created a general Apprehenfion, ‘ that 
‘ greater Powers were about to be claimed over 
‘ the public Money o f  this Kingdom, than were
* hitherto underftood to be warranted by any of 
c the Principles o f  our Conftitution.’

It is not now inquired whether fuch an Appre­
henfion was well-founded or not, this will fall 
under Examination in its proper Place, but that 
this was in fait the Apprehenfion which occafioned 
the Debate, in Confequence of which the Bill 
was rejected, this Author cannot but perfectly 
remember ; tho’ doubtlefs, it mult for ever give 
him, as well as the principal Leaders of his 
Party, Confufion to recoiled what, at that T im e, 
was fo exprefsly declared, by one Gentleman 
particularly, then pofleiTed of the higheft nominal 
Diftinftion, and then, and now, inconteftably 
poiTeiledof far the higheft Authority, in his Pro- 
feflion ; who after lamenting, in the moil gentle 
Term s, fome undefirable Circumftances in the 
Conftitution of this Country, pronounced it as an

invariable
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invariable Purpofe, in Regard to his own Conduit, 
to maintain this Conftitution, in the State in 
which he found it : W hether this was not faid with 
more M odefty, and Deference to prefent Autho­
rity, than ftridtly confifted with that fupreme 
Reipeft which is indifpeniibly due, by every M an, 
to the eiTential R ights o f  his Country, let other 
Folks determine : But fo it was, that after making 
this Declaration, the whole Courfe o f  his A rgu ­
ment was confined to this fingle T o p ic  ; and 
folely direfted to demonftrate the Propriety and 
Neceffity o f  rejecting this Preamble, if the Houfe 
did not mean to give up a very eiTential Article, 
in xht prefent Conftitution, o f  this Country. T h o ’ 
this be notorioufly the whole T ru th  o f  this Matter, 
yet it is eafy to be accounted for, that fo different 
a Reprefentation is attempted to be impofed upon 
the Public. N o  one can believe that a Prince 
diitinguiihed for his invariable Regard to Juftice, 
in the whole Courfè o f  his A&ions, and o f  fo 
much native Goodnefs and Generofity o f  Heart, 
could have been prevailed on to difgrace a N u m ­
ber o f  his Servants, (all of them o f  unqueftioned 
Loyalty, and zealous in their Attachment to his 
Majefty’s Family and Governm ent, and fome o f  
them , o f  fuch exalted Qualities, as eminently to 
adorn the Adminiftration in which they were em ­
ployed) and to do this with peculiar M arks o f  
Severity, m erely for endeavouring to prevent an 
Innovation, which they apprehended to be hurt­
ful to the effential conftitutional Rights o f  their 
Country ; F a l s h o o d s  m u s t  have been conveyed 
to the T h ron e -, and Falfe Reprefentations may, 
in confequence, be ju d g e d  neceflary to be exhi­
bited to the People ; all this, fome F o lk ’s Spirits 
m ay allow them  to pradtife ; but it were to be 
wifhed that they would at leaft abftain from ta­
king the facred W ord Honefty, and boneft Attempt,
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into their Lips ; ------ fo far, however, is but a
fmall Sample o f the Licence of this Author.

W ith a View, as he profeiïes, to fet this M at­
ter in a clear Light, he takes it up at the Year 
1749. W h y he chufes the W ord Year inftead 
of the more ufual W ord Seffion, it may not be 
worth while to inquire; but certainly, Men not 
acquainted with the real Nature of fuch Tranf- 
adtions, may be led to apprehend from his man­
ner of expreiling himfelf in that, and the following 
Paragraph, p. 6. that there were no other Com- 
miflîoners appointed, but thofe by the Govern­
ment, to ftate the public Accounts : ------ His
Words are thefe :

4 T o  fet this Matter in a clear Light it muft 
4 be taken up at the Year One thoufand feven 
4 hundred and forty-nine : W hen, upon ftating 
4 of the public Accounts by the CommiiTioners 
4 appointed for that Purpofe, it appeared, • that
* on the twenty-fifth Day of March, there was in 
4 the Hands of the Vice Treafurers or their De- 
4 puties, a Ballance o f  about T w o  hundred and 
4 twenty thoufand Pounds.

4 T h e  Amount o f  this Sum rendered it an 
4 Objeft o f  public Confideration ; and perhaps 
1 it was the firil Inftance o f  a Ballance in 
4 the Treafury that deferved any great Atten- 
4 tion : It therefore well became thofe in Autho- 
4 rity to confider in what W a y  the W hole, or 
4 Part, might be beft applied for the Eafe o f  the 
4 People, and for public Service.’

Surely, it was the Author’s Evil Genius that 
didated this Language ; not the leail mention of 
Parliament, tho’ the whole of this Matter was 
fully tranfafted in Parliament, without the fmall- 
eft Deviation from the ufual Courfe o f  Proceed­
ing praitifed by the Houfe o f  Commons, the 
Beginning of every Seftion ; but, telling the 
Matter limply might naturally have caufed ibme
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fuch unlucky Reflection, to ftart into ordinary 
Minds ; for what Purpole all this Labour and 
T ro u b le , in dating Accounts and ftriking a Bal­
lance, taken by the Houfe o f  Commons ? efpe- 
cially when it is known before-hand that fome 
Ballance there certainly is remaining in the T rea- 
fury ; and o f  what Significancy can the Know­
ledge o f  the exadt Am ount o f  this Ballance be to 
them, when, be it what it will, they it fecms 
can have no R igh t fo much as to interpofe their 
A d vice  concerning the Application o f  it, nor any 
Part o f  it, unlefs previously permitted to do fo, 
by an Intimation from his M ajefty, that he 
would coyifent to their taking this Liberty ; not a 
general Liberty neither, but only in regard to 
fuch Ufes as h e  fhall point out ? Indeed when 
th e T rea fu ry  is empty, and the Funds prove de­
ficient, the Com m ons are then at full L iberty 
to become the firfl M overs for fupplying this 
Deficiency, by taking more M oney out o f  the 
Pockets o f  the People : T h eir  U fe  in the Con-
ftitution, in .regard  to the fundamental Article 
o f M oney, according to our Author, being only 
to devife, and to be the original M overs for im- 
pofing, new T a x e s  on their Country -, but to have 
no fliare, in virtue o f  any Right o f  their own, or 
o f  their Condiments, to interpofe the lead A d ­
vice in regard to the Application o f  thofe T a x e s ,  
after they are raifed ; for according to this new 
D oftrine, claim ing any Share o f  this Sort, would 
be no lefs than invading his M ajed y ’s edabliihed 
and antient Right.

W e ll  ! But thó’ the Parliament has no Right 
jo  interfere in this M atter, our Author readily 
admits, and in very d ron g T erm s aflerts, that 
other Folks have : W h en  the M oney in the T rea- 
fury amounts to any confiderable Sum , then it 
becomes an Objetfk o f  public Conjideration : It 
would have contributed not a little to that clear

B L igh t
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Light which our Author promifcd us, had he 
vouchfafed to have told his Readers what they 
were to underftand by publick Confideration ; but 
as he has left us pretty much in the Dark in re­
gard to this Article, we muil endeavour to find 
out his Meaning as well as the Rules o f fair Cri- 
ticifm will permit : And fo far it is to be pre­
fumed we may venture to proceed, without any 
great hazard o f injuring or miftaking him, that 
by publick Confideration we are to underitand 
the ‘ Confideration of the Publick T h is  how­
ever is advancing but a very fmall length ; the 
arduous Article remains ftill upon Hand, how to 
rnveftigate what or whom this Publick conflits of, 
which has thus acquired an undoubted Right 
to make the Money in the Treaiury, efpecially if  
the Sum be large, the Objedt o f  their Confidera­
tion ? It would feem probable, from the Words 
immediately following, that be they what or 
whom they will, or be the Sum in the Treafury 
either large or fmall, their Right is the fame ; 
tho’ in the latter Cafe, the Author pronounces, 
that the Objeft becomes unworthy o f  any great 
Attention. Here then we have got one Step 
farther ; for tho’ we are ftill at a Lofs concerning 
this Publick, what it really is, yet we feem pretty 
well warranted to conclude, that according to our 
iUithor the Houfe of Commons- o f  this Kingdom, 
and conièquently the Parliament o f  this Kingdom, 
is not this Public, nor fo much as make any Part 
of it ; —  moil infignificant Parliament !

A  third Step we feem likewife warranted to 
take, by the Sentence that immediately follows, 
in the Pafiage already recited ; but when we have 
taken it, inftead o f  obtaining more Light we fhall 
but find ourfelves involved in greater Obicurities ; 
Language will not allow that the W ords, 
‘  Thofe in Authority,’ ihould comprehend in 
their Meaning the Whole o f this Public > yet, by



the Office that this Author here affigns to, ‘ Tbofc
* in Authority, ’ it cannot be doubted that T h e y  at 
leait conftitute a very eifential Part o f  it : But 
here we are again as much at a Lofs for a deter­
minate M eaning o f  the W o rd s now under Con- 
fideration as we were in the Inftance before ; 
whether we are to underitand by them, the 
K in g  and Council in England, and the Lord L ie u ­
tenant and Council o f  Ireland, together with the 
principal L aw  Servants o f  the Crown in both 
Kingdom s -, whether all thefe, or more, or fewer 
than thefe ; but though our Author may be fhy, 
for pretty obvious Reafons, o f  being more expli­
cit and determinate, in a Matter o f  this Sort, yet 
furely it can be no Difficulty on him to declare, in 
his next Edition, whether he doth not find hina- 
felf ftrongly inclined to think, when at any time 
his Judgm ent infenfibly gets into a compofed and 
impartial M ood, that the O f f i c e ,  which he has 
here affigned to tbofe in Authority, would full as 
well fuit the P a r l i a m e n t  o f  Ireland, as it doth 
any Part, or the whole o f  the above Enumeration ; 
the Sentence however, as it ftands, is fo Angularly 
curious, that it cannot be unacceptable to repeat 
it  by  itfelf. “  It therefore well became T h o fe  in 
“  Authority to confider in what W a y  the W h o le , 
“  or Part m ight be beft applied for the Eafe of 
“  the People, and for public Service.”  Pleafe 
now to m ake but the following Alteration, and 
fee whether this Sentence, thus varied, muft not 
inftantly approve itfelf to the Heart and Judgm ent 
o f  every M an o f  Candour, connected with this 
C ou n try; “  It therefore well, became the P a r ­
l i a m e n t  o f  Ireland, by w h o s e  A u t h o r i t y  

t h i s  M o n e y  w a s  r a i s e d ,  to confider in what 
W a y  the W h o le  or Part m ight be beit applied 
for the Eafe o f the People, and for the public 
Service o f  this K in gd om .”  Is it in Nature, that 
common Senfe can devife an Objection againit

B  2 fuch
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fuch a Proportion as this? And did not the 
whole o f  the Tranfaótion, in the Seffion 1749, 
under Lord Harrington's Adminiilration, moll 
perfedlly correfpond with it ? And had this origi­
nal Method been fuffered to go on, is there a 
fair minded Man, who underilands the Rights of 
M en, and the Principles o f  civil Government, 
that will undertake to fhew even a Poffibility o f 
any Injury arifmg from this Method, either to 
the Community in general, or to any real con- 
ftitutional Interefl, or ufeful Claim o f  Right o f  
his Majeily in particular ? And beyond thefe, is 
there any Pretenfion to Prerogative which the 
King of Great-Britain and Ireland would wifh to 
maintain ; or that any King at the Head o f  a 
legal Government can have a Right to claim ?

Here, though it may have the Appearance o f 
a Digreifion, it may be o f  fome U fe to obferve, 
that the Author, by the whole Strain o f  his 
Pamphlet, would feem to have it underilood, 
that thefe is no other Meafure o f human and 
iocial Rights but what depends upon Precedents, 
and pofitive Afts, which, at any T im e, and in 
any Circumilances, have happened to be made 
by the commanding Powers in the refpedtive civil 
Communities o f Mankind ; the very Reverfe o f  
which is the T ruth  : So far are human Laws, all 
o f  them liable to Error and Perverfion, and M ul­
titudes o f them, God knows, in moil o f  the 
States upon Earth, no other than fo many Inilan- 
ces and Engines o f infolent Oppreifion and Outrage 
o f the few , again# thofe Rights o f the many which 
they ought to maintain ; fo far are Decrees o f  
this Sort from conftituting the principal Rights of 
M en, that the Purpofe of fecuring, more effec­
tually, the Enjoyment o f  thofe natural, original, 
inherent Rights is the principal, legitimate, and 
righteous Foundation o f  all the Powers, Preroga­
tives, and Rights in civil Governments.

Life,

[ 12 ]



Life, Liberty, and the Power o f  acquiring and 
difpofing of Property, are original Gifts o f  God 
to Man ; and the Exercife o f  that unalienable 
Right o f  doing H om age to his M aker in fuch 
manner, as from his own inward Perfuafion, he 
expeóts will render him moft acceptable, bound 
upon him as his indifpenfable Duty-, all o f  them 
ascertained to every Individual, prior to all human 
Contrails, by that moral Perception inherent and 
efTential in every M a n ’s Breaft, caufing him at all 
T im es to difcern an unalterable Difference be­
twixt Good and Evil, Juft and Unjuft, Right 
and W ro n g , and all the various Species o f  Inte­
grity, Humanity, Fidelity, and Benevolence o f  
Heart, on the one H a n d ; and o f  Iniquity, Per­
fidy, Violence, and Depravity, on the other; 
together with an infeparably concomitant Senfe o f  
Obligation to pra&ife the former, and to avoid 
and abftain from the latter : A  due Confideration 
o f  this, and likewife, that the feveral Powers in 
civil Government are no other than the Effefts 
o f  voluntary Contracts, entered into by M en, 
antecedently independent, primarily for the Pur- 
pofe o f  more effectually preferving thofe original 
R ights to which God has given every Individual 
o f  M ankind an equal and inviolable T it le  ; and 
afterwards for carrying the Interefts o f  the C om ­
munity, and the Profperity and perfonal Happi- 
neis o f  the Individuals to all that Extent, which 
the Nature and Circumftances of their Condition 
and Situation will permit, always having a moil 
facred Regard to thofe original Rights common 
to them and all other M en  : W h en  thefe T h in g s  
are a little attended to, every.M an o f  ordinary 
Underitanding m ull be immediately fenfible, 
that when at any tim e a Queflion, intimately 
affe& ing the Liberties and Property o f  a C o m ­
munity, comes to be the Subjed  o f  D ebate, it 
cannot be enough, m erely to aflign a Precedent
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<>fFad, (which yet in the prefent Cafe cannot in 
any one Inftance be fairly  affigned) nor even a 
Iegiflative A d ,  without any Refped being had 
to the T im e and Circumftances in which it was 
made ; but in all Cafes of this Sort, refort ought, 
in Reafon and Juftice, to be at all Times had to 
the primary and fundamental Purpofes o f that 
original Contract which conftituted the various 
Powers and delegated Rights o f the Legiilative, 
and executive Governors o f the refpedive Com­
munity ; and if, upon a fair Appeal, the Subjed 
in Queftion fhall be found clearly inconfiftent 
with, and repugnant to this original fupreme Lav), 
and truly divine Tt'ftimony, it ought inftantly to be 
given up, as having r.o Truth nor Righteoufnefs 
in it.

T h e  W riter of thefe Remarks finding that 
the W hole cannot be got printed in fuch T im e as 
to anfwer his Defign, chufes to interrupt the pre­
fent Courfe o f  his Examination, in order to con­
clude this firil Number with one or two fhort Ob- 
fervations on p. 18. wherein the Author profeifes 
to ilate the fingle Queftion, the Deerfion o f  which 
muft, according to him, neceffarily determine 
the whole Debate —  T h e  Queflion, as he ftates 
it, is in thefe W ords, * W hether the T ruft o f ap- 
‘  plying the M oney given by Parliament to the 
‘ Crown without any fpecial Appropriation, and 
4 in the adual Receipt o f  his M ajeily’s Treafury,
* is by the Laws and Conftitution of this Kingdom 
4 veiled in the Crown for public Services.’ Now 
if  our Author had not flopp’d here, but gone on
in W ords to the following Purpofe,------ ‘ And fo
4 folely, and abfqlutely vefted in the Crown as 
4 neither to leave the Parliament at Liberty, at 
‘ any time, to inquire whether this Money has 
‘ been by the Officers o f the Crown honeftly ap- 
‘ plied to the public Services o f  this Country or 
4 not; nor are they to prefume to point out any Pur-
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4 pofès to which this M o n e y ’might be ufefully erri- 
4 ployed for anfwering future publicServices; even 
4 in Cafes where the Parliament on their M eeting 
4 fhall find a large Redundancy o f  the M oney 
4 given by themfelves, remaining i n t h e T r e a -  
4 fury, after all the public Services, or Exigen- 
4 cies o f  Government, to th at 'T im e  had a&ually 
4 been anfwered ; no, nor even to propoie the 
4 Application o f  any Part o f  it towards the Dif- 
4 charge o f  a D ebt, which they themfelves had 
4 brought upon the Nation, for anfwering public 
4 Services, when the Funds provided for that 
4 Purpofe had proved d efic ient:’ Had the Q u es­
tion been dated by this Author in this fair, and 
the only fair and honed Manner ; no Body proba­
bly would have had any Difficulty in joining Iflue 
upon it ;  for, as the Juftice, W ifdom , and Rea- 
fon o f  the T h in g  m ull be eternally and unaltera­
bly againfl his Side o f  the Quedion, when thus 
fully and candidly dated, fo whenever he ihall 
think proper to produce this Conjlitutional Deed o f  
*Trujl, to which he would feern to refer, he will 
m od afluredly find, not by implication, but in 
exprefs T e rm s, in the Body o f  this D eed, that 
the Parliament, who gave this Money, have for 
ever referved the Right, as often as they fhali 
meet, to inquire whether the Applications a&ually 
made, have been agreeable to the Purpofes for 
which the M oney was g iven ; and likewife, as 
the fird and great Council o f  the Crown, to point 
out fuch Ufes o f the public M oney yet unapplied, 
as they fhall judge m od  conducive to thefe public
Services in tim e to c o m e -------But more upon
this Subjeft when it fhall come in its regular 
Courfe.

[ 15 3
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expo/e the Blunders o f a W riter, who, from the 
Specimen already produced, mujl but too plainly 
appear to be fomewhat defe£live in thofe Qualities 
which are abfolutely requifite for meriting the Credit 
and Attention o f the Public -, and it is readily con- 
fejfed, that it would be no lefs fo  in reality, than what 
it may thus feem, were it not that the Performance is 
already gloried in, as a valid Defence o f a Meafure, 
which, had it fucceededy or. were it ever to fucceed, 
mu ft infallibly iffue in rendering the Property and L i­
berties o f this Country for the future precarious ; re­
lied on likewife as a fuccefsful Effort for Jlifling the 
Gratitude, and abating the Efteem o f the Public, 
towards tbofe worthy and gallant fpirited Men, who, 
in refolutely vindicating the Rightj  o f this Kingdom, 
were very well aware, that they were putting it into 
the Power o f Malice and Falfehood to bring upon 
them a Refentment, which, o f a ll E vils, but thofe 
o f injuring their Countryand o f wounding their own 
Spirits and Honour, they had always been mojl fo li- 
(itous to avoid.

■\
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T
H E  Author having told us, (p. 6.) 
‘  T h a t  it well becam e thofe in Au- 
‘ thority,’ (and them  only, i f  he 
meant any thing to his Purpofe) « to

* confider in what way the W h ole , or Part, of 
‘  this M o n e y ,’ (then in the Treafury) ‘ rnight be 
‘ beft applied for the Eafe o f  the People, and for 
‘  public Service,’ proceeds to tell us in the 
next Paragraph, that, ‘  W h eth er the Propofal
* m oved from the then L ord  Lieutenant, or 
« from fome other Perfon, that Part o f  this Bal-
* lance ihould be applied to the Difcharge o f  fo 
‘  much o f  the national D eb t, he could not take 
‘  upon him to lay -, nor, in his Judgment, is 
‘  the Enquiry material :* N o w , to a plain M an, 
fiiçh a M anner p f writing as this muft neceflarily 
appear not a little extraordinary * it is the whole 
Burthen o f  the Pamphlet to prove, ‘ that the King 
*■ himfelf bas the foie and exclufive Right o f  being 
‘  the firil M over, in regard to the Application of
* alifuch Redundancies i’ yet he would feem here to 
fay, that it is no way material who was the M o ver : 
i f  to get clear o f this untoward Appearance, a 
DiftinCtion fhall be taken betwixt the original 
M over on the other Side o f  the-W ater, and the

Perfon
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Pcríon moving it on this, in Purfuance of his Di­
rection ; it is much to be doubted, that this 
Diftinétion will turn out very little to our Au- 
thor’s 'R elief : T h e  Lord Lieutenant, when he is 
in this Kingdom, has the foie Right o f declaring 
what are his M ajeily’s Diredtions, and, in fiis 
Abfence, thisRight devolves to the Lords Juitices ; 
now, in order to ferve the Purpofe o f  his grand 
Doétrine, it is abfolutely necefiary for him to 
prove • to a Certainty, that one or other o f  thefe 
was, in Faót, the firft M over in declaring his 
M ajefty’s Confent, that fuch an Application of 
Part o f  this redundant Money fhould be made to­
wards the Difcharge o f  the national Debt ; yet he 
now tells us, that inftead o f  being neceffary, it is no 
way material, whether it was the Lord Lieutenant, 
or whether it was fome otherPerfon who was the 
firft M over concerning thisApplication. Surely, i f  
this Author was to be taken at his W ord, and that 
his W ord  was to be decifive o f  the Queftion in 
Debate, the Caufe fo ftrenuoully contended for, 
is, in the moft explicite T erm s, here clearly given 
up ; for, i f  a Perfon not authorized by the King, 
may yet have a very good Right to become the 
firft M over in this Kingdom , in regard to the 
Application o f  Money lying ih the Treafury, it 
will be pretty difficult to aiiign a Reafon, why the 
Houfe o f  Commons, or any one o f their Members, 
may not have as good a Claim to the Exercife o f 
this Right, as any other Perfon or Perlons refident; 
or not refident in.this Kingdom.

T h e  Author next goes on in p. 7. to acquaint 
us, ‘ that whoever was the fitfi Mover, it was the
* Attorney-General who movedforthisApplication 
‘ in the H oufe,’ and, T h a t he made this Motion 
without m aking any Mention o f  his M ajefty’s 
having notified his previous Confent, may be 
fafely taken for granted, not merely from this 
Author’s Silence cn that Head, but from the

A  z ingenious
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ingenious Apology which immediately comes after ; 
not for the Attorney alone,, but 4 for all theGen-
* tlemen who conducted the Affair on this Side o f
* the W ater the Autfior’s W ords are thefe, 
p. 7. 4 As the Occafion was new, it is not to be 
4 wondered at,' that the Gentlemen who con-
* du&ed the Affair, on this Side the W ater,
* fhould not be exaft as to the Form in which
* his Majefty’s Confent ought to appear : And,
* probably, they apprehended that the Return 
‘  o f  a Bill for that Purpofe, under the Great Seal
* o f  Great Britain, would be 3 fufficient Notifi-
* cation o f his Majefty’s previous Confent to fuch 
-f Application

T h is  Gentleman has not thought proper , to 
give us his Name ; but, it is to be feared, that 
he has, in this Paragraph, fet a very ftrong 
M ark, or what, at leaft, will be called fo, of 
the Country he lives in. T h e  Attorney-General 
is here introduced as reafoning with himfelf, and 
with thofe in Authority, in good round Irifh, to 
the following Purpofe : ‘ Though I know very 
V well, and all o f  us muft be fenfible, that an A c- 
4 knowledgment ought to be made by Parliament,
* of its being an unqueftionable Article o f his Ma- 
4 jefty ’s Prerogative, that no Heads o f  a Bill o f
* this Sort, can be brought into Parliament with- 
4 out a fufficient Notification o f his Majefty’s pre-

. 4 vious Confent ; and though we have not had
* any fuch Notification, nor do the Heads o f the 
4 Bill, which I have now in tpy Hand, contain 
t any fuch parliamentary Acknowledgment,

yet ihall we be very proper in bringing it in 
4 notwithftanding, becaufe the paflîng it in Eng- 
4 land, about fix W eeks hence, and fending it 

' f back, under the Great Seal, in the very 
4 Words in which it is now exprefled, will be a
* fufficient Notification of his Majefty’s previous

iff», hnt . v d . i í j j í í i  : \ Content
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4 Confent to the ApplicationÏ1 o f  the Money,
4 which we are this D ay going to propofe j tho*
4 it is confelTed that we can have no Right to 
4 meddle with it, without having had this (uf- 
‘ cficient Notification iome T im e  before.’ Rifum  
teneatis ? —  But Nonfenie is too harmlels a T h in g  
to be made, merely on its own Account, the Sub­
je ct  o f  thefe Remarks. T h is  wonderful Paragraph, 
though it may be utterly void o f  any real and 
determinate M eaning, yet it is not, for that Rea- 
fon, incapable o f having iome very real and lig- 
nificant EfFeóts ; it is not, indeed, eafy to guefs 
w hy th ej.W ord  Notification is thus introduced 
towards the End o f  it. Notification to whom ? 
N o t to the Houfe o f Com m ons, for they had 
done all that was material for them to do, fix  
W e e k s  before this Nojification was given ; and, 
furely, a Notification now, or even at any T iit ie  
before, could be, in no Senle, an Evidence o f  
a Parliamentary A c k n o w l e d g m e n t  o f the King's 
ant tent Right to the Application o f the Money in the 
aftual Receipt o f  the Treafury, which yet this A u ­
thor wants to have it understood, was an efiential 
Article in the Intention o f  this Bill, though the 
Folks, then in Authority, being Novices, did 
not well know how to exprefs it : T h e re  is one 
Senfe, indeed, and it would leem the only one, in 
which this W ord Notification might be underftood 
with great Propriety, as well as T ruth  ; as no 
Perfon, whether ordinary or extraordinary, could 
poflibly avoid confidering the palling o f  this Bill, 
wherein no fuch parliamentary Acknowledgm ent 
was made, under the Great Seal in England, as a 
very fufficient Notification to the Parliament o f  
this Kingdom , and, indeed, to all thec;WorId, 
that, in the Judgm ent o f  the K ing, and o f  the 
Council in England, n o  s u c h  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

A c k n o w l e d g m e n t  w a s , a t  t h a t  T i m e , 

t h o u g h t  n e c e s s a r y  j and that, in bringing in
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this Bill in the Manner they did, the Houfe o f  
Commons of Ireland had done no more than what 
they were well intitled to do in Affirmance of their 
inherent conftitutional and antient Rights.

But, no Matter, with our Author, whether 
any, or what, Senfe can be put upon his W riting, 
provided he can, by any Means, beguile his 
Readers into an Opinion that, in this laft SeiTion, 
under Lord Harrington s Adminiftration, it was 
univerfally underftood, that the Houfe of Com* 
mons neither had, nor claimed to have, any 
Right, in Regard to the Publick M oney redun­
dant in the Treafury, but what was given them 
in Virtue o f  his M ajeily ’s previous and notified 
Confent. T h e  contrary o f  which, in every Cir- 
cumftance, is not only notorioufly the Truth, 
but there are the ftrongeft Prefumptions that the 
Author muft have known it to be the T ruth, 
though he thus writes.

Our Author goes on, in p. 8. to cite Part o f  
the Preamble to this Bill, as it was then brought 
in, wherein are thefe Words, ‘ W hereas a con- 
‘  fiderable Ballance remained in the Hands o f  the 
‘  Vice-Treafurers unapplied, and it will be for 
‘ your Majefty’s Service, and for the Eaiè o f  
‘ your faithful Subjedts o f  this Kingdom, that 
‘ fo much thereof, as can be conveniently
* fparied, fhould be paid, agreeably to your Ma- 
4 je fty ’s moft gracious Intentions, in Difcharge o f 
‘  Part o f  the faid D e b t; ’ to wit, the national 
D e b t;  and then immediately proceeds to make 
the following Rem ark ; ‘  From hence an ordi- 
‘ nary l erfon would certainly have underftood,
‘ that his Majefty’s Intentions (which,’ (accord­
ing to him) ‘ amount to Confent) had been 
‘ fignified previous to the Recital Now, fair- 
minded Reader, pleafe to judge o f  the Candour 
o f  this Author’s Procedure ; In the former Page 
he: acknowledges, that, In the Judgment o f  the

Attorney-



Attorney-General, and the reft o f  the Folks in 
Authority, a fufficient Notification o f  his Majef­
ty’s Confent had n o t  been fignified previous to 
the Recital ; and here he tells us, that, 4 in the 
4 Judgment o f  an ordinary Perfon,* which muft 
be underftood as fynonimous with a Perlbn o f  
common and ordinary Senfe, fuch a Notification 
o f  4 his M ajefty’s Confent h a d  been fignified 
4 previous to the Recital : And that his Majefty 
4 was allowed thereby to be ju d g e  o f  what could 
4 be conveniently /pared' T h a t  his Majefty is 
allowed to be a Judge o f  all Applications o f  the 
publick M oney, has never been difputed; nor can 
this A uthor pofTibly point to any one Inftance, or 
Circumftance, in which-there is the leaft Appear­
ance o f  this Right in his Majefty, having ever been 
brought into Queftion. In the prefent Cafe, the 
W o rd s  are exprefs ; his faithful Com m ons ac­
quaint his M ajefty, 4 that it will be for his Majef- 
4 t y ’s Service, and for the Eafe o f  his faithful Sub- 
4 jetts o f  this Kingdom , that io much o f  the Bal- 
4 lance, then remaining in the Treafury, as can be 
4 conveniently Jpared, fhould be paid agreeably to 
4 his M ajefty ’s moft gracious Intentions, in D if- 
4 charge o f  Part o f  the national D eb t,’ and then 
proceed to point out to his Majefty the Sum 
which, according to their Judgment, m ight, for 
the prefent, be conveniently applied for this Pur­
pofe.

All this is juft as it fhould be ; his Majefty 
may, doubtlefs, at any T im e declare his graci­
ous Intentions in Regard to the Eafe o f his Sub­
jects, and the Benefit o f publick Service; and, in 
a Caie o f  fo obvious a Nature as the doing an 
A ft of common Juftice, in paying the national 
D ebt, fo far as the publick M oney can, from  
T im e to T im e, be conveniently fpared for that 
Purpofe, the Intentions o f fo juft and excellen t*  
Prince as his prefent Majefty may moft aifuredly

be
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be taken for granted, without any formal or 
explicit Declaration ; whether the former, or the 
latter, was in Fa£t the Cafe, in the Inftance 
at prefent under Confideration, cannot be now 
determined with Certainty, from any o f  the 
general and publickly known Circumftances 
which attended that M atter; though the latter 
would feem the more probable o f  the two, as 
there was not the leaft Intimation o f  thefe royal 
and gracious Intentions in the Speech, which at 
the Beginning o f  that Seffion, was delivered from 
the Throne. But, be this Matter as it will, 
can any Man iniift, that the Mention here made 
o f  his Majefty’s Intentions, in the Recital o f  
thefe Heads o f  a Bill, is equivalent to a P a r l i a ­

m e n t a r y  A c k n o w l e d g m e n t  that his M ajeP 
ty ’s previous Confent is n e c e s s a r y ,  before the 
Houfe could have a Right to bring in fuch Heads 
o f  a Bill ? M ight not his Majefty declare his 
gracious Intentions, without its being necejfary 
that he fhould have done fo? A nd might not 
the Houfe o f  Commons have made that Mention 
o f  thefe Intentions which they have done, with­
out having the leaft Conception, that, by this 
Manner o f expreiTing themfelves, they were 
making a parliamentary Acknowledgment, both o f  
his Majefty’s antient Right to iniift, that no Heads 
o f  a Bill o f  this Sort fhould be brought in, with­
out a fufficient Notification beforehand o f  his 
Majefty’s previous Confent ; and likewife o f  their 
having actually received this fufficient Notifi­
cation ? On the contrary, when the Form, here 
made ufe o f in this Recital, comes to be care­
fully looked into, it muft appear highly impro­
bable, or rather, indeed, altogether impoffible, 
that they either could have received this fufficient 
Notification, or, that they ever intended to make 
this parliamentary Acknowledgment. It is un­

doubtedly
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^oubtedly true, In that R egard-to  the Appli* 
ÇâJiQO o f  the public M oney, the King has a lain-, 
tajÿ conftitutional R ight to ju d ge  o f  ibeOccafion^ 
t'fo Time, and the Sum ; not meerly in Conjunctions 
with the other Branches o f  the Legiilature, but 
lik^wife feparately, efpecially in the Intervals o f  
Parliament ; and this for the very Reafons which ; 
orur Author, towards the Bottom of p. 34. hath.:, 
ajíigned; 4 Tli?; Furiiiit'nem has uncertain-Tim es*
4 o f  meeting, but the Exigencies o f  Govern- .,- 
c ment are daily and hourly. In many Inflances'.t 
4 they cannot admit o f  D elay, and would be 2 
‘ -defeated, i f  diiclofed ; and yet all thefe m u f t - 
€ be unprovided for, unleis fuch a Triift-be ad- . 
E m itted  in the Crown.’ N ow , though .thefe 
Reafons, as they. Hand connected in the Pam - ? 
phlet, are evidently intended to fupport a Doc-.:, 
trine abiolutely fubveriive o f  all L iberty, yet this.-;, 
doth not hinder but, in the M anner-in  which ? 
they actually itand qualified by their Connection ; 
and Relation to the real Conftitution and legal 
Government o f  this Country, that they ought to  
be acknowledged truly cogent and weighty * and 7 
furely, no M a n , o f  common Senfe and M odefty* .. 
will contend, that taking them  in this only fair 
and conftitutional L igh t, fuch Confcquences as 
the following can, by any candid and legitimate ; 
Reafoning, be juilly deduced from them: , W il l  G- 
it Follow, for Inftance, that becaufe th e aK ing, /j 
during the Intervals o f Parliament, m ay, and [ 
m u s t ,  have a R ight to ju d ge  o f  what will be moit 
conducive to the Eafe o f  his People, and for pub- y? 
lie Service,, and, in confequence, to ju d ge  ‘ .upon ,1 
c whatOccafion, at what; T im e ,  and in w hatSum ,’ d 
the public M oney, fo abfolutclyrequifiteforaofwer- ij 
ing thefe benign and neceflary Purpofes, is to be A  
applied, therefore, the Parliament, who raifed 
this public Tyloney, and are now m et, and aifu-

B ally
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ally fitting in order to raife more, cannot con- 
fiftently have likewife a Right to judge what 
will be moil conducive to the Eafe o f the People, 
and for public Service ? W ill it follow, that 
becaufe the King, in the Interval o f Parliament, 
had applied the" public M oney, in all iuch In- 
ilances as he faw neceffary for anfwering theie 
ineitimable and alone falutary Purpofes, there­
fore the Houfe o f  Commons, tho’ poffeffed of 
the bejl Opportunities of knowing what would 
be moil conducive to the Eafe o f his M ajeily’s 
Subjects, and, likewife, in many Inftances, o f 
what would be moil ufeful for the public Ser­
vice, may not fo much as prefume of them- 
felves, to point out any Ufes to which Part 
o f this Money may ftill further be applied, 
however highly productive o f thofe excel­
lent Ends, without incurring the Imputa­
tion of invading his Majefty’s Prerogative 
and his ancient Right ? O r, will it follow, 
becaufe more Money is now to be levied 
o ff  the People by Parliament, for anfwering thefe 
indifpenfible Purpofes, for the two Years to com e, 
that, therefore, they can have no Right to con- 
fider, or propofe, the unapplied Redundancy, 
which had been, in the Courfe o f  the two Years 
before, railed off' the People, in Virtue o f  their 
Authority, and occafioned, principally, by an 
extravagant Importation o f  Luxuries, (a moll 

‘ impoverfhing, and, o f courte, the more likely 
to be, a quickly tranfient Cauië,) as jit  to be taken 
in for part o f the Supply which would be 
wanted for anfwering the Purpofes o f  E a s e  t o  

t h e  P e o p l e , and the public Service, for the 
entiling two Years ? Or, can it pollibly follow, 
from the K in g ’s having a Right to apply the 
public Money for the Eafe o f  the People, and 
for the public Service o f this Kingdom, and for

thefe
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thefe Purpofes only, that, therefore, the Parlia­
ment can have no Right to inquire, whether this 
public M oney, folely granted for thefe two Ufes, 
has been, by his M ajefty ’s Servants, faithfully 
applied, in Difcharge o f  this facred and inviolable 
T ru ft,.repofed  in his Majefty, or not ?

Doth not every one fee, who hath Eyes to fee, 
that, i f  any one of thefe Confequences, and much 
more, if  the whole o f  them, were to be admitted, 
which yet is the governing Intention o f  this P am ­
phlet, from one End to the other, this Country 
can no longer be faid to enjoy the Protection of 
Law s, But to live wholly at M ercy ; bereft o f  all 
thofe natural Guards which other Countries have 
ever eileem ed the only valid Securities for the 
permanent Enjoyment o f  their Property and L i ­
berties ? W h a t  doth it avail to lay, that the 
public M oney is granted to the King, only in 
order to be applied for the Eafe o f  the People, 
and for public Service, i f  no Inquiry is to be 
made in regard to this M oney, whether the Offi­
cers o f  the Crown have been faithful to their 
T r u it ,  in confining the Application o f  it to thofe 
Ufes, or not ? ' «•-, v

W h a t  can fuch Toothing, and well-founding, 
W ords avail, (unlefs to beguile the unwary) if  
the Parliament, who have hitherto been account­
ed his M ajefty’s  fupreme Council, are no longer 
to have the Right, fo much as, o f  advifing his 
Majefty, in regard to the Application o f  any 
part o f that M oney which was wholly raifed in 
Virtue o f  their Authority -, though they nuift, o f  
Neceifitv, in many Jnftances, be allowed the 
very beft Judges o f  what will be moft conducive 
to the Eafe o f the People, and to the public 
Service ; Purpoles, to which, alone, the 
vjkole o f the Application ought to be confined ? I f  
the public Accounts cannot be called for by the 
Houfe o f  Commons, o f  Rights but only deftred,

B 2 as
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as a DireElion, wherein doth fuch a Defcription 
differ, even in Language, from what is to be 
given of the moft defpotic State upon Earth ? 
Whatever their PraCtice may be, no Power, how­
ever abfolute, will yet publickly avow any other 
Purpofe in taxing the People, but the Proteftion 
oftheCom m unity, and for the more effectually an­
fwering all the other Exigencies of Government : 
So thaï: in thefe beguiling Words of this Author’s 
W ifdom , which, withfome little Variation, he has 
artfully fcatter’d through the whole of this W o rk , 
the attentive Reader muft quickly be fenfible, 
that all he has got is a Mouthful of Moon-fhine ; 
and, as often as he takes up this Pamphlet in his 
Hand, muft naturally call to mind the Allufion 
o f  the Sepulchre, whited without, but when you 
come to look into it, nothing is to be found but 
Emptinefs at the T o p , and Rottennefs at the 
Bottom ; fome few dilperfed and broken Linea­
ments o f  Liberty may here and there be found, 
but the lovely and well-proportioned Form is 
totally diffolved, and the animating Spirit vaniih- 
ed ; never, if  the DoCtrine o f  this-Author fhould 
fatally take Place, never more to be reftored.

Can any T h in g  be more evident, than if our 
prefent, good King, may not, a bad King, if 
any fuch Curfe fhould ever befall thefe Kingdoms, 
inoft certainly w i l l  n o t  fuffer his Tax-gatherers, 
and Keepers o f  the Treafury, to be accountable 
to the Reprefentatives o f the People for the A p ­
plication of the public Money after it is collected ; 
and if deviling o f  Taxes, and putting them into 
a W ay of being raifed under the Colour o f  Law, 
be: all the Right which the Reprefentatives o f the 
People are qualified to exerciit, in regard to the 
fundamental Article of the Supplies o f Govern­
ment, it would feem much more for the Advan­
tage o f  their Conftituents, ‘ the People them-

f i lv é ,
*
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/elves, that thole Tax-gatherers ihould be left to 
gather in the T a x e s  without any fuch Sanction.

But it will be high T im e  to proceed to the 
fécond Purpofe o f  thefe Remarks, namely, to 
give an Account o f thofe F a d s , which it is eiïen- 
tial to know, in order to form a right Judgment 
o f  the Merits o f  this important Queftion which the 
Author has ventured to bring into Debate ; an A c ­
count dictated by Candor, and warranted by Cir- 
cumilances which cannot deceive ; after it has been 
(hewn, in a few W ord s, * that the Preamble to 
‘ the Bill, in the Year 1749, is fo far from be- 
« in g a n  Evidence, that the Parliament, at that 
‘ .1 ime, meant to acknowledge a Notification 
‘ o f  his M ajefty’s previous Confent,’ or that 
they had fo much as the leaft Apprehenfion o f  
fuch a Confent being neceiTary, that, i f  care­
fully attended to, it would feem to demon- 
ftrate the contrary o f  both ; for however igno­
rant or aukward they m ight have been in m aking 
their Acknow ledgm ents, a Suppofition, which 
merely the Circumftance o f  the Occafion being 
new, is far from juftifying in regard to an Af- 
fembly, diitinguifhed by "Members o f  as great 
Abilities, as, perhaps, are to be found in^any 
AiTembly in Great Britain  or Ireland, yet it would 
have been impoflible, had there been any fuch 
Intention in their T h o u g h ts , that they could 
have expreiTed themfelves in W ords which fo 
evidently imply the very Reverfe : After having 
obferved to h isM ajeily , that there was a confider- 
able Ballance in the T reafury on the 25th o f  
M arch, which remained unapplied, they proceed 
thus, ‘ And it will be for your M ajefty’s Ser- 
‘  vice, and for the Eafe o f  your faithful Subjects 
‘ o f  this Kingdom, that fo much thereof as can 
‘ be conveniently fpared, fhould be paid, agree- 
‘  ably to your M ajefty ’s Intentions, in Difcharge 
‘ of Part o f  the faid D e b t.’ H ere every Body

m ull



muft fee, that, inftead of acknowledging to have 
received any Notification from his ^diyefty o f  
his Confent, or even Recommendation, to make 
fuch an Application, the Houfe o f Commons, 
as his Majefty’s great Council, take upon them 
to inform his Majefty, that ‘ luch an Application 
‘  will be for the E ife  of his Subiefts, and for his 
‘  Majefty’s Service:’ Had they meant to have vin­
dicated their Right, not an exclufive, but a co­
ordinate Right o f being the firft Movers in regard 
to fuch Applications, could they have expreiled 
themfelves in ftronger T. ertfis ? Indeed, the 
T ru th  would feem to be, that they thus ex- 
prefled themfelves, becaufê it was the natural 
Manner upon fuch an Occafion ; not having, at 
that T im e, the leaft Apprehenfion that fuch a 
Right could ever be called into Queftion : And 
that the Manner o f Expreffion here ufed was not 
W ord s o f  Courfe, or Form , which would have 
been the fame had his Majefty been ever fo incon- 
teftably the firft Mover, happens to be made ex­
tremely evident, from the remarkable Variation 
in the Preamble to Heads o f  a Bill o f  the fame 
Intention in the fubfequent Seffion under the pre- 
fent Lord Lieutenant. A t  the Opening of the 
Seilion, 1 7 5 1, his Grace, in his Speech, having 
acquainted the Houfe, ‘ T h a t he was command- 
‘  ed by the King to acquaint them, that his M a- 
‘ jefty, ever attentive to the Eafe and Happinefs 
‘  o f his Subjeds, would gracioufly confent, and 
‘ recommended it to them that fuch Part o f the 
‘ Money then remaining in h i s  Treafury, 
<■ as fhould be thought coniîftent with the public 
<• Service, be applied towards the further Reduc- 
<■ tion of the national Debt ;’ the Houfe o f Com- 
,fsons, in the Preamble to the Heads of the Bill 
brought in that Sellion, inftead of faying, ‘ that 
‘  it wi/i he for p u r  Maje/iy s Service, and for thê
f  Eafe o f your faithful Sub je lls  o f this Kingdom, 

'  >,!îl make
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make ‘ thankfulAcknowledgmentsofhisM ajefty’s
‘ .gracious Attention to the Eafe and Happinels o f  
1 hisSubjeds, in recommendingthe Application o f  
‘ the M oney remaining in t h e  Treafury, fo far as 
‘  it m ight be con l i f t e n t  w i t h  the p u b l i c k  Service 
‘  towards the further R edudion o f  the national 
‘  D ebt, £5? tr. ’ T h e  Form s o f  t h e  twoPrearnbles are 
totally different, b t c a u i e  t h e  Circuinftances were 
different; in the fivft, it was the Houfe o f  Com ­
mons that recommended to his Majefty fuch an 
Application o f  the redundant M oney ; and, in this, 
it is his Majefty who recommends fuch an A ppli­
cation to the Houfe o f  Commons ; both Forms 
alike conftitutional, and perfectly correfpondent 
to the real F a ils  they reprefent ; but both o f  
them utterly repugnant to the D o d rin e  and F a d  
which this Author wants the Public to believe, 
t o .  “ T h a t  a Notification of h isM ajefty ’sprevious 
Confent was abiolutely requisite, according to the 
Conftitution, before the Houfe o f  Commons could 
bring in any Bill relative tothis redundant M oney, 
and that the Houfe o f  Commons were fenfible o f  
the T ru th  o f  this D o d rin e , though they did not 
know the proper Form  in which they were to ex- 
prefs it.”  T h e  former Precedent, in L ord  Har­
ringtons T im e , ihews moft evidently, that they 
did not wait for any fuch Notification, or were at 
all apprehenfive that any k i n d  o f  Notification was 
requilite ; and the other demonftrably proves, 
that fo far from being fenfibld o f  the T ru th  o f  the 
above D o d rin e , they purpofely withheld m aking 
any Acknowledgm ent for his M ajefty’s fignifying 
his Confent ; and thereby as clearly fhew, as the 
Nature o f  the T h in g  would permit, that they 
were alarmed at the Introdudion o f  a Language 
perfedly  new, and confequently could not be 
thankful for what they apprehended m ight poifi- 
bly be conftrued, fome T im e  or other, to the 
Injury o f  their Country.

After
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After this, there can be no farther Ufe in 
pointing out Inilances of this Author’s Mifrepre- 
fentation and Deiign to miflead, and thcrefoie 
before putting an End to this firft Part of the 
Remarks, it is only defired o f  the Reader to take 
a Review o f  the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 
12th, and 13th Pages o f his Pamplet, and then 
to judge, whether it is not his evident Purpofe to 
lead the Publick into the Belief o f two Fafts 
which he as affuredly knew to be falfe, as that he 
knows any one Circumftance of the Matter.

T h e  firft is, that, in Lord Harrington s Admi- 
niftration, the Houfe o f  Commons did adually 
intend to make their Acknowledgments o f  his 
Majefty’s priion s Conjent and the Intimation 
thereof, being necejfary, before they could think 
themfelves at Liberty to bring in any Heads of 
a Bill relative to the Application o f  the redundant 
Money, while yet the whole o f  their Procedure 
demonftrated the contrary. T h e  other is, that 
the Houfe of Commons, in the firft Seilion under 
the prefent Adminiftration, did voluntarily and 
thankfully make their Acknowledgments for his 
Majefty’s being gracioufly pleafed to iigmfy 
that he 'would confent, & c. though every Cir­
cumftance attending that Tranfadtion, as well 
after the Return o f  the Bill from England, as 
before it went over, excepting the fingle Article 
o f  not rejecting it, did as clearly demonftrate, as 
W ords and'Adions could demonftrate, that they 
were in reality, far from being fatisfied with any 
fuch Language as had, on the other Side of the 
W ater, been put into their Lips.

[  i 6  ]
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R E M A R K S
O  N  A

P a m p h l e t , Ê5V.

H
A V  I N  G  pointed out in the pre­

ceding Part o f  thefe Rem arks, what 
may be more than fufficient tofatisfy 
every plain-hearted M an, that, in 

the Reprefentation which our Author has given 
o f  the F a d s  on which his Argum ents were to 
be founded, he could have no other Intention 
but to deceive  ̂ what is next to be done, is, 
4 to give an Account o f  all fuc-h Faóts as are
* naturally connected with the Subject in 
4 D ebate, diftated by Candor, and warranted
1 b y Circumitances which cannot m iílead/ 
T h is  is a T a l k  which is now become necelTary ; 
not o f  itfelf, and from the Nature o f  the S u b ­
ject, but becaufe great Subtilry and worfe Arts 
have been ufed, to puzzle and confound the 
Public in forming their Judgment on the Merits 
o f  a Queftion, which otherwife might fafely 
have been left to the immediate Reafon and 
Feelings o f  every fair-minded Man.

But, before defcending into Particulars, it may 
be o f  fome Ufe to m ake the following general 
Obfervation  ̂ T h a t  as this is a Queition which

reaches



reachcs to the very Root o f  our Liberties, and 
ftands moil intimately conne&ed with the ejfential 
Rights of the Community under every legitimate 
Form o f civil Government, the Parliament o f 
Ireland ought, in all Juilice, to be allowed, in its 
full Extent, the Benefit o f the fame Maxim, in 
Behalf of the inherent Rights of the People, 
which is claimed by our Author (Page 44.) in 
Behalf of the Prerogative o f  the Crown : i f  the 
latter, which is at beil only an artificial Right, 
having no higher Origin than Cuilom or Com­
pact, and fo vague and undefined in its Nature, 
as not only to vary in the various Forms o f  civil 
Confti tut ions, but to be fubjeft to many Fluctu­
ations in the fame Conftitution, if  this artificial 
Right ‘ cannot be affedled by Implication, or 
f taken away but by clear W ords in an A i l  o f 
‘  Parliament, or exprefs Conceflions from the 
‘ Crown,’ much lefs fhould any o f  thofe Rights 
of Parliament, eilentially conne&ed with the natu­
ral and original Rights o f M en, Rights con­
ferred on them by their Maker, and which, con- 
fequently, cannot be taken from them without 
their own Confent, furely much lefs ihould any 
fuch Rights o f Parliament be thought capable o f 
being affefled by Implication, or taken «way but by 
clear IVords in an A ft o f Parliament, or exprefs 
Coneefiions from the Reprefentatives o f the People, or 

from the People themfelves.
If this Obfervation has any Foundation in Juf- 

tice and Senfe, one would be apt to imagine that 
the Right, and of Courfe, the Neceffity, Propriety, 
Fidelity and Dignity o f the late Condudl of the 
Houfe o f  Commons in Vindication and Affirm­
ance o f this Right, muil vifibly iland confeiied ; 
at leail till thefe ‘ clear Words in an A ft of
* Parliament,'1 or a Deed o f  Conveyance, ‘ or o f
* Concevions from the' P e o p l e ,  o r  the R e p r e s e n ­

t a t i v e s  of the People, fhall come to be pro­
duced.
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duccd. Indeed, i f  fuch Authorities as feipc 
had at prefent any Exiftence, though even then 
they could not make any Alteration in the N a­
ture of T h in gs, and confequently could not 
make void the everlafting m oil righteous T itle  
o f  the Community to a valid  Security for their 
eflential Rights and Liberties ; yet they would 
certainly make a material Alteration in Regard 
to the Merits o f  the Queition, which was in 
F a it  the Subjeit o f the Debate in the Houfe j 
namely, W hether the Houfe o f Commons, in 
themfelves, have not a conftitutional Right to pro- 
pofe and recommend to his Majejly fuch Appli­
cations o f the redundant Money which they, on 
their Meeting, happen to find  in the Treafury 
unapplied, and after the ufuah Exigencies o f Go­
vernment had been anfwered, as they jh a ll judge 
moji conducive to the Eafe o f  the People, and for 
public Service ; and to make this Propofal, whether 
they had, or had not received any previous N oti­
fication from  his Maje/ly, that he would confent 
to thefe Applications ?  A nd likewife in Inflan- 
ces where they had received fuch Notification, 
infiead o f being obliged to make a parliamen­
tary Acknowledgment, that it was o n l y  in Con-  

fequence o f his Majejly s having been gracioujly 
pleafed beforehand to fignify his Confentf  they had 
thus taken the Liberty o f offering fuch a Propofal7 
whether they were not, on the contrary, neceffa- 
rily obliged, by their Regard to Truths and 
by that inviolable Fidelity and Refpeft which 
every Alan owes to the conjlitutional Rights o f  
this Country, refolutely to with-bold a ll fuch  
Acknowledgment ? A nd laftly, whether the E x-  
ercife o f this Right in a ll the Extent to which 
they in the prefent lnjlance claim to exercife 
it , is not perfectly confident with his Majefly s 
fu ll  Enjoyment o f thofe royal Rights and Prero­
gative o f which he is at prefent poffeffed in Re-

gartf
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fard to this Kingdom? not merely his parlia­
mentary Right, common to the Canfiitution of 
Britain and o f Ireland, of refufing/;» royal Aiient, 
and thereby preventing the Applications propofed, 
a , often as they happened to appear to him not 
falutary for his People, or inexpedient, for the 
public Service -, but alfo his conft.tutlonal Right 
peculiar to this Country, a Right o f oppyuig 
this redundant Money in fuch Manner as he /ball 
judge moft conducive to the Eafe of the Peop e 
and the Exigencies o f Government in this ing- 
dom, after having dfxpproved o f the Applica­
tions propofed by his Commons ; Jli l  however 
with this e s s e n t i a l . L i m i t a t i o n , that bis ser­
vants muft, at all Times, s t a n d  a c c o u n t a b l e  

t o  P a r l i a m e n t ,  not merely for the Manner,  but 
for the Nature o f thefe Applications ; and, in gene­
ral, of all Applications o f Money raifed off the 
People, and brought into the Treafury, in I irtue 
o f the Authority o f Parliament. T h a t thete 
and thefc only, were the material Topics which 
were urged on the memorable i-jth o ï Decembert 
for ihewing the Propriety and Neceflity of reject­
ing the Bill, every M an, who was prefent, and 
attentive on that D ay’s Debate, can readily tef- 
tify ; and,that thefe T opics, if properly fupport- 
ed by F ad s and Circumftances, are unanfwerable 
Arguments for rejecting this Bill, an Appeal is 
now made to the Jleafon and Feelings of every 
plain honeft Man who ihall think himfelt con- 
cerned to inquire into the Merits o f  this Qyel- 
tion : W h at was urged on the other Side, in De­
fence o f the Alteration, and in Oppofition to 
thefe Topics, it is not fo eafy to reprefent -, nor 
can it now be material, as this Author s Per­
formance feems to be at prefent relied on, for 
a valid and mafterly Defence o f  this Alteration ; 
and therefore containing every T h in g  that is 
m ejfary, in order to prove ‘  T h a t the Heads
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4 o f  this Bill, as they were fent into Great Bri- 
4 tain, were an anticonftitutional and manifeft 
4 Invaiion o f  his M ajefty’s Prerogative, and con- 
4 fequently the Alteration became abfolutely un- 
4 avoidable in Vindication o f  his M ajefty’s anti- 
4 ent and conftitutional R ight It is certain, the 
Minority on the Q u eft ion o f  that D ay feemed 
very little agreed, or, fome o f  them, even fatisfied 
in their own M inds, in Regard to the Ground 
on which the Defence o f  this Alteration was to 
be refted ; nor is it to be wondered at, when a 
folid R ock is not to be had, that there ftiould be 
great Variety and Perplexity in regard to the 
artificial Foundation to be devifed in its ftead. 
Some feemed willing to have it underftood, that 
the W h o le  o f  the Redundancy, though, in the 
Grofs, confiding o f  M oney, which, a few Month» 
before, had been the Property o f  the People, 
and paid into the Treafury for the Benefit o f  the 
Public, yet, by happening to have a fmall Quan­
tity o f  what was alledged to be his M ajefty ’s 
Property m ixed along with it, had, by that 
M eans, its whole Nature totally altered ; an Opera­
tion fo incomprehenfible, that fome Folks may be 
apt to refemble it to a Tranfmutation o f  M etals : 
But though this M ixture fhouid not be allowed 
fully to come up to the Philofopher’s Stone, yet 
it muft be confeffed to have all the Efficacy o f a 
real and well-known chimical Preparation called 
Aqua Regia, at leaft in regard to the People, in 
diffolving o f  G old : Diflolving it in fuch a M an ­
ner, as that none but the Hand or Inftrudion o f  
the Royal Chem ift can be capable o f  reftoring it 
or any Part o f  it to its former State o f  public Utility : 
Others very readily allowed that his Majefty was 
only to be confidered in the L ig h t of a Royal Truf- 
tee, but aTrufteefofolelypoifeiTedoffuchabfolute 
and exclufive Powers over the fübjeét o f  th isT ru ft, 
that the Parliament cannot fo much as claim the

Liberty
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Liberty of intermeddling fo far as giving Advise 
in regard to the Execution of this Truft without 
his previous Leave ; and ibme who, in their firft 
fetting out, feemed zealous for afferting his 
M ajefty’s perfonal Property in all fuch Redun­
dancies, before they came to a Conclufion, were 
wanting the Houfe to believe, that his Majefty, 
by the prefent Alteration which had then been 
fent over to them, inftead of claiming any Pro­
perty for himfelf, had now very clearly declared 
to his faithful Commons, that the Right o f dil- 
pofing o f this Money was in them.

Thus, not being able to find out any one fohd  
Foundation, thefe new Mafter-Builders found 
themfelves reduced to the Neceffity o f  erecting 
this Tower o f unheard-of Prerogative on a N u m ­
ber o f feparate Pillars -, which, after having been 
thoroughly fhaken by feveral very ftrong Cur­
rents, o f Precedents, Law , and Sen/e, were, in 
Virtue of all thefe coming to be united in one 
irrefiftible Torrent, fwept at length clean away, 
without leaving any Stead ; and an infinite deal 
o f  Mifchief which imminently threatened this 
Country ; to the inexprelïible Joy o f  its Inhabi­
tants, carried off along with it.

But not to take up any more o f the Reader’s 
T im e  with Matters of this Sort, as it may now 
fafely be taken for granted, that the Reprefenta- 
tion which is given by this Author, o f  the M e­
rits o f the Queftion, is acknowledged by the 
Leaders o f  the Minority, in that D ay ’s Debate, 
to contain what they would have underftood to be 
the real Merits, Ifîue remains now to be joined,

Firjl, W hether the Merits o f the Queftion, 
as this Author hath ftated them ; or as they 
have been juft now ftated above, are the real 
Merits ?

N ext, W hether the Fadls and Circumftances 
which are going to be produced, do not iuffici-

ently
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erttly íupport, in every Article, the Merits o f  
the Queftion as above ftated ; and confequently 
demonftrate, 4 T h a t  the Houfe o f  Commons,
4 in bringing in the Heads of the Bill which 
4 occasioned this Debate, in the Manner they 
4 did, a iled , not only in conformity to that ori- 
4 ginal, falutary, and neceiTary Right which, in 
4 all Reafon and Confcience, they ought to pof- 
4 fefs, but likewife in purfuance o f  a Right o f  
4 which they are in fa d  poiTeiTed, in Virtue o f 
4 the prefent conftitutional Rights o f  this King- 
4 dom ?’ T h is  IiTue is the more chearfully 

joined with our Author, becaufe, by this means, 
the Queftion is kept clear o f  Abundance o f  
Rubbifh, which had been thrown out, in Di- 
ftin&ions between Rights arifing from the here­
ditary Revenue, and thofe from the additional 
Duties : And again, in farther Diftinftions o f
R ights refpedting the various Articles which con- 
ftitute this hereditary Revenue, i$c. our Author 
exprefly acknowledging, that the Redundance 
o f  the M oney in the Treafury amounting to a 
large Sum , it then, and 4 therefore very well 
4 became thofe in Authority to confider in what 
4 W a y ,  the W h o l e , or Part, might be beft 
4 applied, f o r  t h e  E a s e  o f  h i s  P e o p l e , a n d  

4 f o r  p u b l i c  S e r v i c e , ’ v iz . for the Eafe ot 
his M ajefty ’ s People o f  Ireland, and for the pub­
lic Service o f  this Kingdom.

Some N otice has already been taken o f  this 
A u th or’s M anner o f  ftating the Queftion, but it 
is ftill highly proper in this Place to repeat his 
State o f  it ,£ in  his own W ords, (Page 18.)
* ------ W h ich  brings the W h o le  to this fingle
4 Queftion, W hether the Ÿrufl o f applying the 
4 Money çiven by Parliament to the Crown, without 
4 any fpecial A p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  and in the aftual 
4 Receipt o f his Majefty s Ÿreafury, is by the Laws 
4 and Conftitution o f this Kingdom, vefied in the

4 Crown
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‘ Crown for public Services ? ’ Again, in p. 22.
4 I fhall therefore fubmit to the Reader’s Confi-
* deration, fuch Reafons as feem to me conclu- 
‘  five to prove, that the 'Truft o f applying the Mo- 
‘  ney given by Parliament to the Crown, without 
‘  any fpecial A p p r o p r i a t i o n , is, by the Laws 
‘  and Conflitution o f this Kingdom, vefted in the
* Crown for'public Services’ Surely a more infi- 
dious Defign than what is here difclofed by this 
Author, can hardly be found in any Writer ; a 
Defign to make the W orld  believe that the Houfc 
o f Commons of Ireland had refufed to acknow­
ledge, that the T ru ft o f  applying the Money 
given by Parliament to the Crown, without any 
fpecial Appropriation, was vejledinthe Crown for  
public Service, but on the contrary had obfti- 
nately perfiiled in afferting that this T ru ft  was 
N o t  vefted in the Crown for public Service. T o  
what a miferable State muft this Advocate have 
found himfelf reduced, and how wretched muft 
the Caufe have been which, in his Opinion, 
would not admit o f  any other Support than 
roundly to aifert, that, what has juft now been 
quoted was the Whole o f the Quejlion ? W h en he 
and his Clients could not but perfe&ly know, that 
it was neither the Whole, nor fo much as any 
the very leaft Part o f  it ; unlefs that can be 
called the W hole or Part o f  a Queftion, which 
the other Side never difputed, and in which both 
Parties expreily profefs to agree ; in the prefent 
Inftance fully agreed to, at leaft, by every M em ­
ber of the Body oppofke to his Clients, and it is 
to be prefumed, agreed to now pretty univer- 
fally likewife by them ; though fome o f  them, 
on a certain Occafion, feemed unwilling to own 
that the W hole o f the Money was vefted for pub­
lic Service.

T h at the Articles which have been reprefented 
in this Paper as containing the real Merits o f this

Queftion,
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Queftion, do, in T ru th , contain them, muft 
be evident to all the W orld , as well as it was 
to thofe who were prefent at the Debate ; from 
this fingle Circumftance, a Circumftance o f  
which every Man may be a Judge ; ‘  T h a t,  in 
‘ Cafe thefe Articles can be well fupported by 
‘  Faóts and Circumftances, then muft the Houfe 
‘  o f  Commons have had a conftituttonal T itle  and 
‘  Right to fend over the late Heads o f  a Bill in the 
‘ Manner they did and then likewife muft they 
have found themfelves under an indifpenlîble 
Obligation to rejeét this Bill as it came back, on 
Account o f  its containing Acknowledgments 
from them , which they could not m ake, with­
out totally g iving up this moft efiential, falu- 
tary, and conftitutional Right. T h e  Reader 
will obferve, that under this Head the Cauie 
appears to the W riter  o f  thefe Remarks fo full 
o f  A rgum ent as to carry him far beyond what is 
neceffary, or could be juftly required of him on 
fuch an Occafion : It has always been allowed 
an inconteftible M ax im  that no M an can be 
obliged to prove a N egative, and therefore, as 
the Houfe o f  Commons, in the SeiTion 1749, 
had not only claimed, but proceeded, as having 
been in long and quiet Poffeffion o f  an un­
doubted Right to bring in Heads o f  a Bill for the 
Application of M oney, remaining in the T rea- 
fury at the T im e  o f  their M eeting, and that 
this Bill paifed into a L a w  without the leaft appa­
rent Oppofition from any of the other Branches 
o f  the Legiüature o f  this Kingdom  ; this R ight 
and PoOeffion ought, in all Reafon, to be now 
taken for granted till the contrary is proved v 
efpecially when this R ig h t is fupported by the 
ftrongeft Prefumptions, that it muft have been 
conftitutional, otherwife this Country could 
hardly be faid to have any legal Conftitution at
all ; moft certainly none that contained any

valid



valid Security for the permanent Enjoyment o f  
their Property and Liberties : W aving however at 
prefent the Benefit o f this well-known M axim , 
what is now undertaken to be fhewn, is, ‘  T h a t  
‘  there are to be found fuch F a d s  and Circum- 
‘  fiances in the Records of this Country, Re- 
« cords to which every Man may have an eafy 
« Refort, and are in many Perfons Hands, as are 
« fufficient to fupport the feveral Articles men- 
4 tioned above and in order to fave the Reader 
all the Trouble of Recolledion which the Na­
ture o f the T h in g  will permit, it may not be 
amifs to repeat, in a few Words, the Heads of 
thofe Articles which thefe F a d s  and Circum- 
ilances are brought to fupport.

Fir»  T h a t  the Houfe of Commons have, in 
them/elves, a truly conftitutional Right to propofe 
and recommend to his Majefty fuch Applicati­
ons o f  whatever Money they, on their Meet­
ing, find redundant in the Treafury, as they 
fhall judge moil conducive to the Eafe of the 
People, and for public Service ; and, Secondly, 
T h a t to make any parliamentary Acknowledge­
ment o f  its being only in confequence o f  having 
had previous Leave, that they thus prefume to pro­
pofe any fuch Applications ; would be a diredt R e­
nunciation of this conilitutional and moil falutary 
Right. Thirdly, T h a t the Ufe they, in the pre­
fent Inilance, made o f  this Right, is, in every 
Circumilance, moil perfedly confiilent with his 
Majefty’s full Enjoyment, not only o f  his parlia­
mentary Right to refufe the royal AfTent, but 
likewife of his conilitutional Right, o f which he 
is at prefent poifefled in regard to this Country, 
of going on, after he has refufed this AiTent, to 
make fuch Applications o f this Money as he 
fhall judge moil conducive to the Eafe o f the 
People and for public Service.

[ 12 ]
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Laftly, T h a t  this Right is however qualified 
with this eiTential Limitation, that his M ajeily ’s 
Servants muft be anfwerable to Parliament for 
all fuch Applications; and, in general, for all 
Applications o f public M oney raifed off the Sub­
ject, and brought into the Treafury by Autho­
rity o f  Parliament, fclely to be applied to the 
Ufes o f the above-mentioned conflitutional T ru it ,  
namely, for the Eafe o f his M ayfly s Subjefts, and 

fo r  the public Service o f this Kingdom.
In proving thefe Articles, it will be necefiary 

to take up the M atter much earlier than the
Y e a r  1749, where our Author thought fit to
begin ; for tho’ it may poflibly be true that this 
was the firft T im e  that a Bill had been brought 
in for applying a redundant Sum o f M oney, 
lying dead in the T reafury, in difcharge o f  the 
national D ebt, yet it will by no Means follow 
from thence, that this was likewife the firft T im e  
that any T races  can be found in the A its  and
Journals o f  Parliament, o f the Houfe o f  C o m ­
mons exercifing a R igh t o f  propofing and re­
com m ending to the Crown, without any pre­
vious L ea v e , Applications o f  M oney antece­
dently veited in the Crown under the general 
T r u f t  o f  public Services : T h o u g h  far from 
im agining that T ra ce s  o f this Nature cannot 
be found a great deal farther back, on the con­
trary fully fatisfied that they muit have had their 
Origin very foon after the M oney o f  the People 
began to be given by Parliament to the Crown, 
for the Ufes o f  Governm ent ; yet it- will be 
needlefs to carry .the Search higher than the 
Reign o f  Charles the Second : A nd, indeed, if 
Evidence o f  the Exercife o f  fuch a parliamen­
tary R ight can be found under that Prince, it 
m ay reafonably be taken for granted that the 
R igh t m uil have appeared fo evident and effen- 
tial as no M an would venture to difpute evçn
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[ H  3
at a T im e when all Orders Teemed much readier 
to exalt Prerogative than to aflert their own 
Rights ; this was in Truth fo extravagantly the 
Cafe, as almoft to have deprived this Country 
even of the Chance of any future Traces o f  a 
legal Government in all T im e  to come : Under 
all thefe Difadvantages, in regard to a faithful 
Attention to conftitutional Rights, we yet find 
the Houfe of Commons, in the Year 1662,
* firft appointing a Committee to prepare a Bill 
‘  for the Repeal o f fuch Clayifes in the Bill for 
4 eftablifhing an additional Revenue upon his 
4 Majefty, his Heirs and Succefïbrs, & c. as im- 
‘ pair his Majefty’s Revenue thereby intended 
4 to be granted, and next directing this Com- 
4 mittee to confider and prepare a Claufe to be
* inferted in the faid Bill for giving Satisfaction 
4 unto Sir Henry Ticbborn, Knight, in Lieu of 
4 a Wardfhip granted unto him by his Majefty, 
4 in fuch W a y  and Manner as they fhall think 
4 fit.’ Here we would feem to have as direCt 
Evidence as could well be wifhed for, that the 
Houfe o f  Commons thought themfelves at L i­
berty, and poiTeifed o f  a Right to point out £0 
his Majefty an Application of M oney antece­
dently granted to his Majefty, yes, and granted to 
him, and his Heirs and Succeffors, in perpetuity ; 
for it is to be obferved that the Bill for eftabliih- 
ing an additional Revenue, £f?c. had been before 
paffed, by them, and became a Law that SeiTion 
o f  Parliament ; the Journals make no farther 
Mention o f  this Bill in the Courfe o f  this Sef- 
iion ; but we find in the Seffion, 1665, a Bill 
brought into the Houfe, intitled, an additional 
A  Ct for the better ordering and collecting o f the 
Revenue arifing by Hearth-money, which re­
pealed feveral Claufes in the A i t  above-menti­
oned, and that Seifion paifed into a Law , in 
which laft ACt we find ari exprefs Claufe in regard



X *5 1
to Sir Henry Vichborn, where, after m aking men­
tion o f  his Sufferings and Services during the 
Rebellion o f  16 4 1, we have thefe W ords,
4 W h ich  Services, as they were performed at 
4 the Hazard o f  his Life, fo it is agreeable to 
4 Honour and Juftice that an extraordinary 
4 M ark o f  Favour be placed upon him, both to 
4 deliver over to Pofterity the gracious Senfe 
4 which his Majefty hath o f  his Sufferings and 
4 Services, and the grateful M em ory which this 
4 Kingdom  retains thereof T h e n , after taking 
Notice that he had likewife been deprived of 
the Benefit o f  a W ardfhip, it enadts, 4 T h a t 
4 in Satisfaction o f  his Services and Loffes, he 
4 fhall receive T w o  Thoufand Pounds out of 
4 fuch o f  the M oneys as are or fhall be payable 
4 or levied out o f  the Hearths, & c.*  Is there 
not, in this Adt, an appropriating Claufe, ftridtly 
fb called, in every Senfe o f  the W ord  ? Is there 
the leaft T ra c e  o f any parliamentary A ckn o w ­
ledgm ent o f  his M ajefty ’ s previous Confent ? 
A n d  is not this an Appropriation o f  M on ey  
granted to his M ajefty, f£<* in Perpetuity, three 
Years before ? Granted, in fuch abiolute 
T e rm s, as apparently to exclude all Intermed- 
ling, had it not been a Do&rine too grofs and 
abfurd even for thofe D ays o f  riotous and intoxi­
cated Z ea l for Prerogative, That any Thing could 
preclude a Parliament from  offering their Advice, 
in regard to the Application o f Money granted by 
îbemfelves fo r  the Ufes o f  Government ? But 
though it was an Imagination too grofly difgrace- 
fu lto  Parliament, and too openly deftrudtive o f  all 
L iberty, to have entered into the T h ou gh ts o f  the 
M iniftry o f  this Prince, 4 T h a t  the Parliament, 
4 his M ajefly ’s fupreme Council, had not, as 
4 often as they m et, an unqueftionable R ight to 
4 offer their Advice to his Majefty in regard to 
4 the Application o f  M oney which, in Virtue o f

4 their



‘  their Authority, had been levied off the Com- 
‘  munity yet, as thefe Advices might come 
to be t r o u b l e f o m e ,  and this improvident Houte 
o f  Commons, by granting in Perpetuity fuch 
abundant Supplies, had rendered themfelves no 
longer neceffary, it is no great Wonder that we 
have no farther Hiftory of the Proceedings of 
Parliament, during the laft eighteen Years ot 
that Prince’s R eign; a Difcontinuance, which, 
for ought that can be affirmed with Certainty to 
the contrary, might have lafted till now, had not 
the increafing Exigencies o f  Government, and 
the decreafing Value o f  Money, brought Parlia­
ments again into Requeft.

But let this have been as it would, it mult here 
be a c k n o w l e d g e d  to be plainly demonftratecj, 
that the Houfe of Commons we have been here 
fpeaking of, did, in the very ftrongeft Manner,
‘ exercife their Right o f  advifing the King in re- 
« gard to the Application o f  Money already given
* to him, without having received any previous 
‘  Leave from his Majefty ; and far from the leatt
* Appearance o f  their judging a parliamentary
« Acknowledgment o f  any fuchLeave or previous
1 Confent being requifite And now fhall it ever 
be faid, that greater Privileges were readily ad­
mitted to be the Right, o f  the Parliament o f  Ire­
land under the Domination o f  Charles the Second, 
than they are now to have Liberty to exercife, 
under the righteous and aufpicious Reign o f  his 
prefent Majefty ? G o d  f o r b i d  !____________

The Fourth and L a ft N um b er, containing fem e farther  
Inftances o f  the Senfe and Prailice o f  the Houfe o f  Com­
mons in regard to this grand Article under the fucceeding 
Reigns in which any « njiitutional Parliament was held ; 
and concluding w ith  a fe w  general Obfervaltons on our 
Author's Argument, fhall be publifh’d next W eek .

E r r a t u m  in Part o f the Impreflion o f N u m b e r  II.

PA G E  4 Line 24. for Acknowledgment made by Parlia­
ment, read Acknowledgment ought to be made by rar-

Rament.
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R E M A R K S
*

O  N  A

P a m p h l e t ,  &c .

T H E  Meafures taken by K ing Charles the 
Second’s Parliament, from 1662 to 1666, 
in granting fuch ample Funds in Perpe­

tuity, having rendered future Parliaments ufe- 
lefs, and no conftitutional Parliament being held 
under K ing  James ; what next comes in Order, 
is, to trace down the Rights claimed by the 
Houfe o f  Com m ons in regard to public M oney 
during the R eign  o f  K in g  W illiam .

T h e  firft Seffion o f  Parliament in this K i n g ­
dom , after the Revolution, was held under Lord 
Sidney in the Year 1692, and as our Author 
attempts to build a very extraordinary Doctrine 
on a fingle ihort Paflfage in the Journals o f  that 
Seifion, it may not be amifs, in this Place, to 
fpend a few M inutes in examining into the 
T r u t h , and fome other Circumflances, o f his Re- 
prefentation o f  this Paifage ; for as to the Dodtrine 
itfelf, perhaps the moft fatal in its Confequences to 
parliamentary Rights and Liberties o f any that has 
been broached fince the moft tyrannical Part of 
the Reign o f  K ing Charles the Firft, this will 
fall more properly under Confideration when

A  2 fome



fomc few of the groffer Errors in this Author's 
Reaioning, fhall, agreeably to the Plan laid down 
n the Beginning o f  thefe Remarks, come in 

courfe to be expofed : T h e  Manner and Occa- 
ion o f  his Reprefentation o f  this Paifage you 

will find in his own Words, (p. 40.) where he 
ells his Reader, ‘ T h e  principal Objeftion againil 

the King’s Claim o f  previous Confent is this, 
That the Produce o f  thefe feveral Funds is 
accounted for to Parliament ; and from thence 
it has been inferred, that it is public Mo­
ney, fubjeft to parliamentary Application, with­
out other Confent, than what is given by the 
Royal AiTent to the Bill when paffed into a 
Law. T h is  feems founded on a Miftake, as 
to the Reafon and Manner o f laying the public 
Accounts before the Houfe of Commons, as 
will appear from a fhort Hiftory of this Ufage, 
and an Account o f  the Effects of it.
‘  N o Account o f the Difpofition o f  the K ing’» 

Revenue in this Kingdom was laid before Par­
liament till the Year One Thoufand fix Hun­
dred and Ninety-two, when the Crown wanted 
further Supplies. T h en  indeed, a Motion was 
made, that iuch Accounts might be brought 
in : But the Reafon of the Motion appears on 
the Journal, viz. “  T h a t it might be the bet- 

‘ ter known what Supplies were neceifary to be 
‘ given to their Majefties,”  ‘ fo that they were 

not called for as a R i g h t ,  but defxred as a 
D i r e c t i o n  for their Difcretion in the Grants 
they were making : And for the fame Reafon, 
they have been, every Seifion fince, brought 
into Parliament : So that, in Truth, were not 
Supplies demanded, fuch Accounts would not 
have been tendered : And the going through 
the Accounts, is only to enable the Houfe to 
judge, what may be the Meafure for the Sup­
ply ; not to a p p r o p r i a t e  the Ballance, i f  any

‘ there
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* there fliould be ; for that remains as Money 
‘  already veiled in the Crown, for public Ser- 
‘  vices : And I do not know o f  any Inftance, 
‘  where iuch Ballance has ever been a p p r o p r i - 

‘  A T E D  by Parliament, without the previous 
‘  Confent o f the Crown.’

T h e  only Ufe intended to be made, at prefent, 
o f  this long Quotation is to obferve, that unlefs 
the Author can iupport the F a d  herein laid down, 
namely, that the Parliament in 1692, and all 
other fubfequent Parliaments, in applying for the 
public Accounts to be laid before them, far from 
intending to c a l l  f o r  fuch Accounts as t h e i r  

R i g h t ,  meant only to defire them as a Direfiion ; it 
would feem to be acknowledged by himfelf that 
theCaufe he had been contendingfor m uftbegiven 
up : N ow , if, inftead o f  the Author’s being able 
to fupport this F aft, the true F a ft  fhould, on the 
contrary, turn out, that the Accounts are, in reali­
ty, called for, as the Parliament’s R i g h t ,  and not 
merely defired as a Direflion for their Di fcretion, and 
that their calling for them in this L igh t is a fuf­
ficient Proof, that ‘ the Produce o f  thefe Funds 
‘  is a c c o u n t e d  f o r  to Parliament,’ which latter 
the Author feems readily to admit ; then muft he 
o f  Neceflity confefs, that this principal Objeftion 
to his D oftrine remains ftill in its original Force ; 
and the Inference, that therefore ‘ this Produce 
‘ is public Money, fubjeft to parliamentary A p- 
‘  plication, without other Confent than what is
* given by the royal AfTent to the Bill, when 
‘ paiTed into a L a w , ’ m ud likewife be confelTed 
by him a legitimate Inference ; to the total O ver­
throw o f all that he has been pleading for, in 
Support o f his Clients.

T h e  only Proof he adduces in Support o f 
his Aifertion, ‘ that the Accounts are not 
‘  called for as a parliamentary R igh t,’ is the 
fhort Article in the Journal o f  1692, juft now

quoted,
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quoted, viz. that the Reafon affigned for the 
Motion for the Accounts was, “  T h at it might 
“  be the better known what Supplies were necef- 
“  fary to be given to their Majefties and will 
any Man, who knows the very firft Principles o f  
Reafoning, admit, that fo equivocal a Circum- 
ftance as this, in a Matter o f  fuch exteniive Con- 
fequence to the Rights o f  the Nation, ought to 
be taken as a fufficient Warrant for the Author, 
firft to afliime, “  That the Parliament in 1692, 
“  and all fubfequent Parliaments, were fenfible 
“  that they had no parliamentary Right to call 
“  for the public Accounts;”  and then, to draw this 
moil deftru&ive Conclufion, “  That the public 
“  Money, once it is veiled in the Crown for 
“  public Services, is no longer to be accounted 
“  for to Parliament might not the Parliament, 
though ever fo fenfible o f its being their Right to 
call for the public Accounts, yet give a Reafon 
for their calling for them ; and can it poflibly be 
thought to follow, that becaufe they gave the 
Reafon mentioned above for their calling for them 
at that T im e, therefore they, and all iubfequent 
Parliaments, meant to confine themièlves folely 
to that Reafon, and never to call for them for 
any other ? On the contrary, do not we find, in 
this very Parliament, a Committee appointed to 
inquire how the Committee o f  Grievances might 
come by Papers and Records in the Hands o f  the 
Commiifioners o f  the Revenue, and other their 
Majefties Officers ; and afterwards, on having 
fearched for Precedents, reporting in the follow­
ing Manner: ‘ And from the faid Precedents,
‘ we are humbly o f Opinion, that the Committee 
‘ o f Grievances may come at Records, Accompts,
‘ and Papers, in the Hands of any o f their Majef- 
‘ ties Officers o f the Revenue, or others, by the 
‘  O k d e r s  of the faid Committee, fent to the

‘ refpe&ive
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4 refpeótive Perfons in whofe Cuftody the fame 
4 remain.’ Here then we have an Inftance o f the 
Houfe o f  Commons thinking themfelves qualified 
in their own Right to call for public Accounts, 
for a very different Reafon from what the Houfe 
gives immediately after, for ordering the State o f  
the Revenue of the Nation, and the Eftablifh- 
ment, both civil and military, to be brought the 
next D ay into the Houfe, namely, the Reafon 
juft above-mentioned in the Author’s Quotation ; 
and it is too material to be here overlooked,
4 that in Coniequence o f  the Application o f  this 
4 Committee o f  Grievances, a feleft Committee 
4 was appointed by the Houfe to ftate the Ac- 
4 counts from the Papers brought in by the Com- 
4 miflioners o f  the R evenue, and to prepare a 
4 Charge againft any Perfon or Perfons they 
4 fhould lee occafion to charge, as to any forfeited  
4 Lands, Goods or Chatties embezzled or con- 
4 verted to private U fe , & c .’ W h e n  the Houfe 
o f  Commons thought themfelves at Liberty in 
their own Right, and not in Virtue o f  any Con­
fent or Direftion, to inquire into the Application 
o f  Forfeitures, a Fund which they had not created, 
can there remain any Poflibijiiy o f  D oubt, that 
they m ull look upon themfelves as moft unquef- 
tionably poifeifed o f  the R igh t o f  inquiring into 
the Application o f  all M oney granted by themfelves, 
for the Ufès o f  Governm ent in this Kingdom  ? 
and when we find them exerciiing a Right o f 
calling fo r  Accounts in relation to Forfeitures, 
furely, no one can difpute but that their imme­
diately afterwards ordering the State o f  the R e ­
venue to be brought in, was, likewife, exercifing 
a Power in Virtue o f their own Right, though they 
thought fit to mention the Purpofe for which this 
ÍState o f  the Revenue was then called for.

But though more than enough may have been 
faid in Prop? o f  the Houfe o f  C om m ons at this

T im e
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T im e looking on it as their inherent Right to call 
for the public Accounts, yet would it he inexcu- 
fable to pafs over this fhort Seffion without 
taking Notice of a very remarkable Incident that 
happened in the Courfe o f  it : It had been, with­
out all Doubt, a Praftice in former Reigns to fend 
over, from England, Bills ready drawn, lome o f 
them Money-Bills, to be paffed into Laws by the 
two Houfes o f Parliament of this Kingdom ; 
and in Purfuance o f  this Pra&ice, two Money- 
Bills o f  this Sort were by Order o f  the Lord 
Lieutenant prefented to this Houfe ; foon after 
which we find the Houfe o f  Commons came to 
the following Refolutions :

‘ Refolved, T h at it was, and is, the undoubted 
4 Right o f  the Houfe o f Commons o f  Ireland,
* in Parliament affembled, to prepare and refolve 
‘  the W ays and Means o f  raifing Money.

‘  Refolved, T h a t it was, and is, the foie and
* undoubted Right o f  the Commons, to prepare 
‘  Heads o f  Bills for raifing Money.

‘ Refolved, T h at notwithilanding the afore-
* faid Rights o f the Commons, this Houfe doth 
‘ think fit, upon Confideration o f the preientExi- 
4 gençies o f Affair^, and the public Neceffity o f
* fpeedily raifing% Supply for their Majefties, to
* order a Bill tranfmitted out o f  England, inti- 
4 tuled, an Adi for an additional D uty o f  Excife
* upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors, be now 
4 read :

‘ Reiolved, Nemine Contradicente, T h at the 
4 receiving or reading of the faid Bill, fo tranC- 
4 mitted as aforefaid, be not drawn into Prefi- 
4 dent hereafter.’

T h e  next Day, a Motion being made that the 
other Bill, intituled, an Adt for granting to their 
Majefties certain Duties for one Year, might be 
read, it pafled in the Negative.

[ 8 ]
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‘  Refolved, T h a t  the faid Bill be reieded bv 
‘ this Houiè.

‘ Refolved, T hat it be entered in the Journal 
c o f  this Houfe, that the Reafon why the faid 
‘ Bill was rejeded, is, that the fame had not its 
‘ Rife in this Houfe. ’

In a few Days after, we find the Lord Lieute­
nant putting an End to the Seflion ; and ju i l  be­
fore the Prorogation, in an Article o f  his Speech, 
expreffing himfelf to the following E ffe d  :

I  am troubled that you Gentlemen o f the Houfe o f  
Commons fhould fo  fa r  mijlake yourfelves as to in­
trench on their Majejlies Prerogative, and the Rights 
o f the Crown o f  England, as you did on the 27th 
o f  October lajl, when, by a declaratory Vote, you 
affirmed, T h a t  it is the foie and undoubted R ight 
o f  the Com m ons o f  Ireland to prepare Heads o f 
Bills for raifing M o n e y ;  and alfo again, on the 
twenty-eighth o f the fam e Month, when you rejected 
a B ill fen t over in the ufual Form, intituled an A ft  
fo r  granting jo  their Majejlies certain Duties fo r  one 
Tear, you voted, T h a t  it ihould be entered in 
your Journals, that the Reafon why the faid Bill 
was rejefted, was, that the fame had not its Rife 
in your Houfe.

Thefe Votes o f  yours being contrary to the Statutes 
o f the Tenth o f  Henry the Seventh, and the Third 
and Fourth o f  Philip and M ary, and the continued 
Praftice ever fm ce ; I  fin d  myfelf obliged to affert 
their Majefties Prerogative and the Rights o f the 
Crown o f  England, in thefe Particulars, in fu ch  a 
Manner as may be mojl public and permanent ; and 
therefore I  do here, in f u l l  Parliament, make my 
Protefl again ft thofe Votes, and the Entry o f them 
in the Journal o f the Houfe o f Commons : IVhich  
Protejl I  require the Clerk o f this Houfe to read, and 
afterwards to enter it in the Journals o f this Houfe, 
that it may remain as a Vindication o f their Majejlies

B Prerogative,
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Prerogative, and the Right o f the Crown of Eng­
land in thefe Particulars, to future Ages

Here let it be obferved, that though the Lord 
Lieutenant appears to be not a little in bad Hu­
mour, yet no Part of his Refentment is occafi- 
oned by the Houfe o f Commons having called 
for the public Accounts, in the Manner it has 
Suit now been fhewn they did, nor occafioned by 
their inquiring, in Virtue of their own Right, 
into the Manner o f  their Majefties Officers apply­
ing of Forfeitures : T h e  Doftrine, ‘ T h at the 
‘  King is pofleffed o f Powers and Prerogatives 
‘ over the Properties of the People, for the Ex- 
‘  ercife o f which he is accountable only to G od ,’ 
and the Practice confequent upon it, being a- 
mongft the word of the Evils from which we 
w e r e  delivered by King W illiam , of ever glorious 
M emory ; it was not in Nature, that fo recently, 
under a Revolution Government, this m.oft poi- 
fonous Doftrine ihould be attempted to be re­
vived ; it is plain, that the foie apparent Caufe 
of his Difpleafure was, not even the rejecting 
of the Bill, but the Reafon that had been given 
for reje&ing it, “  Becaufe the fame had not its 
«  Rife in their Houfe-,”  this he aflerts to be 
fuch a Violation of their Majefty’s Prerogative, 
and the Right o f the Crown of England, that he 
finds himfelf obliged to enter his Protejl ; at the 
fame T im e, founding this Right o f the Crown 
folely on the Statutes o f Henry the Seventh, and 
o f  Philip and Mary, when this Country bore no 
other Refemblance to what it is now, than an help- 
lefs Infant bears to a well-grown Man ; but be this 
as it will, no Part o f the prefent Debate can be 
in the leaft affected by the Dodrine o f  this 
Speech ; the contrary being univerfally, at this 
Day, acknowledged to be an effential Article
in ouf conilitutional parliamentary Rights ; nay,

even
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even our Author admits 4 T h a t  the Right o f 
4 granting Money is in the Commons From the 
W hole  we may learn, that it is no impoflible 
T h in g  for a C h ie f Governor o f  this Country to 
wax wroth, and to charge, and reprefent the 
faithful, and thoroughly well-afFeóted C om ­
mons o f  Ireland as guilty o f  a violent Invafion o f  
the Prerogative o f  the beft o f  Kings, when, all 
the while, thofe zealoufly loyal Subjeds were do­
ing no more than what, our Author him felf be­
ing Judge, they might reafonably think them- 
felves necejjarily obliged to do, in Vindication of 
their own Rights, and the effential Rights o f  
their Country. T h is  Parliament never after got 
L eave  to meet, but, after two or three Proroga­
tions, were, fome time before September, 1693, 
in the Iffue diffolved.

A  new Parliament was called in the Y ear  1695, 
in which the Pra&ice was continued o f  fending 
a M oney-Bill from England ; which was received, 
and paifed by the Houfe, without any Objedlion 
appearing in their Journals : But will any M an , 
at this T im e  o f  D ay, alledge, that ‘ that is a Pre- 
4 cedent o f the greatejlPVfight, to prove a parliamen- 
4 tary Acknow ledgm ent o f  this Praótice being no 
4 more than an Affir mance of his Majejly s Prerogative 
c and Right o f the Crown * ? H ad not a very 
large N um ber of the Parliament o f  1695 been like- 
wife M em bers o f  the Parliament o f 1692, and 
do not we fee above, that it was unaninwufly re- 
folved, that even the receiving and reading o f  a 
M oney-Bill, brought into the Houfe according 
to this Praftice, fhould not be brought into Pre­
cedent hereafter ? A n d  fhould this Praftice 
have continued ever fo long,, what could it have 
proved ? It might, indeed, poflibly prove, that, 
in fome Inftances, R ight had been overborn by

Power,
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Power, and that in others, an incautious or over­
cautious Houfe o f Commons had, from Confide- 
rations o f Prudence, been induced to wave the 
Claiming, or Exertion, of this Right ; nay, it 
might pol'libly have proved, that a Majority o f a 
Houfe of Commons might have been fo wretch­
edly corrupted and feduced, as bafely to give up 
what they knew to be the undoubted and eiTential 
Right o f their own Body, and from the nature 
o f the thing, neceflarily inherent at all Tim es 
in the Reprefentatives o f  the People ; one or 
other, or all of thefe at different Tim es, fuch 
a Practice might poffibly have proved ; but 
furely it is mpojfibie it ever fhould prove, that 
the real Right o f  granting Money is not in the 
Commons -, this Right had been, in the ftrongeft 
T erm s, afferted by the Houfe of Commons, a few 
Years before, and is now univerfally acknow­
ledged to be their undoubted, inherent, and con­
ftitutional Right.

T h is  however demonftrably fhews, that in 
determining Queftions concerning conftitutio­
nal Rights, Refort muft o f  Neceflity be had 
to much more invariable Principles than Prac­
tice and Precedents : God and Nature have
conferred certain inherent Rights on Men ; Rea- 
fon and Senfe, for the more effectual Confervation 
o f thefe Rights, and for this Purpofe principally, 
have conferred certain delegated Rights on the 
various Orders or Powers of civil Government ; 
whatever Claims of Rights therefore, in anyofthofe 
Orders, fhall be found eiTential for this original 
■and unchangeable Purpofe, muft o f  Neceffity be 
allowed ftridly conftitutional, whether Practice 
and Precedent have been for, or againft them : 
And for the fame Reafon, whatever Precedents 
or Pracftices fhall be found deftruCtive or injurious 
to thofe effential Rights, let them be ever fo 
ancient, or o f  long Continuance, they muft of 
courfe be acknowledged anticonftitutional, and

therefore
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therefore to be abrogated as loon as the Nature 
and Circumftances o f  the Cafe, according to the 
Judgment o f  Reafon and Senfe, will permit : It 
is true, that the prefent Article o f  Inquiry doth 
not ftand in immediate need o f  the A id  o f  this 
Obfervation, as it fortunately happens, that Prac­
tice and Precedent are on the fame Side with 
R ight ; but there may be great Propriety in keep­
ing it in the R eader’s M ind notwithftanding, as 
neither the Nature nor the Importance o f  the 
Queftion now under Debate can poffibly be un- 
derftood without it.

But though thisParliament waved theclaim ingof 
aRight,to which, it is now univerfally acknowleged, 
they had an unqueftionable conftitutionalTitle ; yet 
w eihailfind them, in very exprefsTerm s, exercifing 
that R ight, which our Author would have us be­
lieve neither the former or any fubfequent Par­
liament had ever claimed, namely, the R ight o f  
calling for the public Accounts, and calling for 
th em  for a quite different Furpofe, than only to 
‘  ju d g e  what m ight be the Meafwrc fo r  the Supply.* 
T h e r e  are many Palfages in the Journal o f  that 
Parliament, which are direft to this Purpofe -, 
but it will be fufficient, for the Satisfaction o f  
the Reader, to point out the few following, in 
the fécond V olum e o f  the printed Journals -, 
where he will find the Houfe, p. 655. applying 
for a diftinit yearly A ccount o f  all Receipts and 
Payments of his M ajefty ’s Revenue, from 1689 
to 1695, to be laid before the Houfe, and like- 
wife o f  all Arrears ftanding out; which was 
accordingly laid before them. Surely this 
could not be for a Direction o f their Difcretion in 
the Grants they were making. P . 657. T h e  A c ­
counts o f  his M ajefty ’s certain and cafual R eve­
nue were likewife laid before them, from 1689 
to 1695. P . 660. T h e y  grant a Supply to his 
M ajefty, not exceeding 163,325/. A n d  after­

wards,
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[ H  3
wards, order a Committee to examine the feve- 
ral public Accounts, which had been laid before 
them by the feveral Officers o f  the Revenue. As 
this was done posterior to their granting the Sup­
ply, mod evident it is, that the Defign o f  it 
muft be fomething very different from a Direc­
tion what Quantity to grant. And in p. 666. 
we find Papers called for relating to the Mifcar- 
riages of the Revenue. P. 6 8o. T h e  Committee, 
appointed to examine the publicAccounts, make a 
long Report, after having perufed thofe feveral 
Papers, in which the Reader will find, that not- 
withftanding that the King’s Letter had been pro­
duced, authorizing the Commiffioners o f  the 
Revenue to difpole of the Product o f his Majef­
ty’s Revenue, in a certain Manner ; and notwith- 
ftanding this related whoJJy to his M ajefly’s here­
ditary Revenue ; and notwithftanding, likewife, 
that this Manner had been laid before the Com­
miffioners o f  Accounts in England, and approved 
o f  by them ; yet we find here the Committee 
cenfuring this Manner, as an Inlet to Fraud and 
Deceit in the Accounts o f  his Majefty’s Revenue, 
and cenfuring, likewife, the Pay-mafter-General, 
for his Manner of accounting, though it had 
been warranted by theCommiflloners ofAccompts 
in England, and Vouchers fent over by him 
thither purfuant to theirWarrant ; and the Reafon 
they give, is, that Vouchers ihould appear here 
for the feveral Payments made in this Kingdom ; 
And to mention no more from this Parliament, 
the laft in K. W illiam  s Reign. (P . 847.) W e  
find the Committee defiring, that the Houfe might 
order, that a Particular o f  the Debt due by his 
Majefty, and the particular Years and T im es 
when it became due, and alfo an Account of 
the Forfeitures, and the Receiver-General’s R e ­
ceipts and Payments fince January 1691, might 
be laid before the Houfe ; which the Houfe

ordered



ordered accordingly. T h u s  far it would feem 
very evident that theHoufe of Commons, through­
out King W illiam  s Reign, had no Kind of 
Doubt o f  their Right, not only to call for Accounts 
o f  Money given by themfelves, but Accounts 
likewife o f  the hereditary Revenue, and alio o f the 
cafital, fuch as Forfeitures, & c .  in direft Contra­
diction to the Doótrine o f  our Author. It can 
hardly be neceiTary to obferve, that the chief 
Governor, in this Reign, gave the itrongeft Af- 
furances from the T h ron e, 4 that whatever 
4 Monies the Houfe o f  Commons gave, fhould 
4 be applied to the Ufes for which they were 
4 g iv e n ; and that, in all thefe T h in g s , the K ing  
4 expected nothing from them, but what was 
4 neceffary for their own Eftablifhment and 
4 Safety.’

In the R eign  of Queen Anne, we have not 
only numerous and unqueftionable Inftances o f  
the Houfe o f  Commons calling for the public 
Accounts, in their own Right, but likewife, 
moft evident P roof o f  the hereditary Revenue 
being coniidered as public M oney, to be ac­
counted for to Parliament ; and, in one or two 
Inilances, redundant Money remaining in the 
T reafu ry , after the Purpoles o f Governm ent for 
the preceding Years had been anfwered, applied 
to the Credit o f  the Nation, and afterwards ac­
counted for to Parliament ; which laft, will not 
only be an unanfwerable Refutation of every ma­
terial Article alledged by our Author, but an 
Inftance, bearing a very ftrong Refemblance o f 
the principal Subject at prefent in Debate, namely, 
that the Houfe o f  Commons confiders it as their 
conftitutional Right,to  apply any redundantMoney 
which they fhall happen to find in theTreafury, to 
the Credit and future Exigencies o f  the Nation, 
without any Imagination o f  a previous L eave  from 
the Crown, in any Senfe, being neceflary. O f  the

numerous
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numerousInftances in regard to the firft Article, it 
will be needlefs, after what has already been pointed 
out under the former Reign, to mention more than 
the few following. Printed Journals, Vol. III.

P- 2$-
4 Ordered, an Account o f the additional Funds, o f

1 the Produce or Value o f the prefent Branches of 
4 the Revenue, and the prefent Eftablifhment, and 
4 all former EJlabtijbments, fince 1692, to be laid be- 
c fore the Houfe by the proper Officers Can there 
be a more direft Evidence o f the Commons 
calling for the public Accounts in their own 
Right? (P . 54.) W e  find the Houfe came to the 
two following remarkable Resolutions ; firft, 
Refolved, 4 that the Funds granted by Parliament,
1 and the Revenue o f the Kingdom, were fufficient 
4 to ilipport the Government, and difcharge the
1 public Debts to and for Michaelmas, 1703.’ 
Here it is carefully to be remarked, that, the 
Funds granted by Parliament, which are now 
generally known by the Name o f  the additional 
Duties, and which were granted by the lail Par­
liament o f  K. William , had all o f  them expired 
before Michaelmas 1703 ; confequently, that 
there muft have been, according to their Manner 
o f  ftating the public Accounts, a Redundance o f  
Money in theTreafury, at theTim e they expired ; 
and that this Redundance, together with the 
growing Produce o f  the Revenue o f the Kingdom, 
(confifting fo materially o f  the hereditary Duties, 
that the whole is now generally expreffed by that 
Phrafe) was all o f it Money which ought, in Jus­
tice, to be applied to the Support o f Government, 
and the Difcharge o f the public Debts : A nd that 
they infifted, as far as in them lay, on its being 
all o f it public Money, and fubjeft to no other 
Application, is evident, from their fécond Reib- 
lution, in thefe W ords, 4 Refolved, that the 
4 Supply to be granted to her Majefty, be a Sum 
4 fufficient, to make up the Deficiency o f  the

4 Revenue
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6 Revenue to fupport » the neceifary Branches 
c o f  the Eftablifhment for two Years ending 
‘ at Michaelmas 1705/ Here we fee, that 
whatever the State o f the Accounts, given in by 
the Officers o f  the Crown, might reprefent to the 
contrary, the Houfe o f  Commons infilled that 
there had> or foon muft, fo much M oney come 
into the Treafury, from die Funds formerly 
granted by Parliament, and from the {landing 
Revenue o f  the ^ingdorn, as fully to anfwer all 
the Exigencies o f  Governm ent, and the Dif- 
charge o f  the public Debts, down to Michaelmas 
1 7 0 3 ;  and that no other Proviiion fhould be 
made by them for thefe Purpofes : Doth not this 
look very like the claiming and a&ually exer- 
cifing a Power over all M oney brought into the 
Treafur.y, whether from the hereditary Duties, 
or the ' temporary Funds? ] W e  fee it here like- 
wife infifted on, in as ilrong T e rm s as W ord s 
can exprefs, that all the ftanding R evenue o f  
the Kingdom  mu ft be applied in Support o f  the 
neceflary Branches o f  the Edablifhment ; and 
that the temporary parliamentary Supplies are 
only to com e in A id , and to m ake up the D efi­
ciency o f  this edablifhed Revenue. T h e  Houfe 
afterwards proceed to return T h an ks to their 
Com m ittee, for faving to the Nation, by their 
Care in dating the Accounts, the Sum o f  
1 ° 3 ,3 88 /. 8 s. 4 d. which, by Mifreprefentation, 
was charged as a D e b t  on the Nation ; and in 
fome T im e  after, on finding that the then A u d i­
tor-General had been the Author o f  that Mifre- 
prefentation, they did not indeed expel him, 
for this was carried in the Negative,, but they 
refblved, that he was unfit for any public E m ­
ploym ent in this Kingdom , and that he fhould 
be com m itted to the TCondable o f  the C ad le , 
during the Pleafure o f  the H oufe, for fuch Mif- 
reprefentation. , oi

C  T h e
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T h e  Supply granted for the two Years to 
come, by this Seflion, was the Sum of 1 50,000/. 
and, on the Opening of the next Seflion, we do 
not find, in the Speech from the Throne, that 
there was any Difguft conceived againft the 
Conduéï o f the Houfe o f  Commons, in the Sef­
fion preceding, as having invaded the Queen’s 
Prerogative, in meddling with her hereditary 
Revenue without her previous Conlent ; very 
much otherwife : T h e  utrnoft which at that T im e  
the Court feemed to think thèmfelves intitled, 
not fo properly'to claim, as to point out, as rea- 
fonable Mealures to the Commons, in dating 
the public Accounts, were, ‘ T hat the Arrears, 
‘ not any Money in the aflual Receipt o f the 
‘ Treafury, but the Arrears ftill ftanding out, 
‘  uncolleded, o f the preceding Year, muft
* always be applied to make good the Payments 
‘  o f  tlie prefent Year ; and that in a Time^ of 
‘  W ar and Danger, there is a Neceflîty o f  having 
‘ Money in the Treafury, to anfwer fudden 
‘ Em ergencies:’ And it is remarkable that, not- 
withftandiflg what had been faid from the Throne, 
the Supply/granted that Seilion for the two fuc- 
ceeding Years-, was no more than what had been 
granted,the Seilion before.

In t h e ’ next Seflion, held in the Year 1707, 
we find the Committee o f  Accounts moving the 
Houfe, that a proper Officer be appointed, who 
may (land obliged to balltince the Accounts o f the 
Nation, and lay them before the Houfe in a juft and 
proper Method : Could our Author have known 
any T h in g  o f  this, and yet allow himfelf to fay, 
that 'Accounts were not called for, as a Right, 
‘  but defined as a Direction, & c. and that for
* thé fame Reafon, they havç, every Seflion 
‘ fince, been brought into Parliament ?’ If 
he did not know how fo material a Fa<it 
Hood, how came he to reft his Anfwer to what



lie calls the principal Objection, folely upon an 
Affertion, without m aking any Inquiry whether 
it was true or falfe ? I f  he did know, can that 
be thought an honeil Caufe, which requires fuch 
Arts to fupport it? But be it as it will, in re- 
ipe£t to the Advocate, m od certain it is, that 
feveral o f  his Clients, who have been zealous in 
propagating this Production, could not but 
know that this grand Article, on which io much 
depends, was utterly falfe. T h e  Supply granted 
in this Seflion was for one Y ear  and three Quar­
ters, ending the 24th o f  June, 1709, and the 
Sum 135,000/.

In the next SeiTion, held in May, 1 709, Lord  
IVharton, in his Speech from the T h ron e, ac­
quaints the Houfe o f  Commons, 4 that in order 
4 to their having no Caufe to doubt or to com- 
4 plain in any Particular, her Majefty had com- 
4 manded him to direót the proper Officers, that 
4 a perfeét State be laid before them o f the Re- 
4 venue, and o f  all Accounts relating to the Pub- 
4 lie, which he had Reafon to hope and believe 
4 would be done in fuch a Manner, as fhould be 
4 to every Gentlem an’s Satisfaction : A nd after- 
4 wards, in the fame Speech, aiTuring them, 
4 that whatever Money fhould be paid by them, 
4 would be laid out am ong themfelves, and em- 
4 ployed wholly for their own Service, and for 
‘ their own Security.’

In this Seflion, we find, on ftating the national 
Accounts, a Report from the Com m ittee, in 
thefe W ords, 4 So that upon the W h o le , ’ (a 
Quarter o f  a Y e a r ’s Quit Rent being included) 
4 there will remain, in Credit to the Nation, ’ 
mark the W ords, it is not faid 4 to the Crow n,' 
but, 4 in Credit to the Nation, at M idfumm er 
4 1709, over and above all Charges, the Sum o f  
4 7 1 ,0 19 / . i s. 5̂ /. which Report was refer­
red by the Houfe to the Committee o f  Supply :

And
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And next Seflîon held in 1710, the Committee 
o f Accounts report to the Houfe, c that the Bal-
* lance due to the N a t i o n  at Midfummer 1709, 
4 amounting to 71,0 19/. is .  5 d. has been 
4 duely credited to the Public.’ Is not this a 
direit Proof, that Redundancies were underilood 
by the Adminiftration, as well as the Houfe o f  
Commons, to be alike fubje&ed to Account, with 
the current Supplies? Doth not this ft ill farther 
appear, from the State o f the Accounts in that 
Seflîon, on which the Committee reported, that a 
Ballance would remain at Midfummer, due to the 
Nation, o f  1 1,547/. 7 s. 11 d .\ .  which Sum, in 
the fucceeding Seflion 1 7 1 1 ,  is reported to have 
been duely credited to the Public, and that on 
ftating the Accounts, there remained at Midiiim- 
mer 1 7 1 1 ,  in Credit to the N a t i o n ,  a Ballance o f  
6433/. l 7s* 7^-t- which Sum, together .with the 
growing Revenue, and new Accounts, were carried 
forward to Chriftmas 1711  ; and the Charge o f  the 
Public happening fo far to exceed its Credit, that 
they computed there would be then a Deficiency 
of 34,010/. i^s. $d. 4 ; doth it not clearly ap­
pear, that the above redundant Sum o f  6433/. 
£5?c. was liquidated with the growing Revenue, 
and new Aids, and confidered by the Houfe o f  
Commons as íubjeóted to the iame Appointment 
and Application with the ufual Supplies ? And is 
not that redundant Sum, by this Report, to which 
the Houfe agreed, taken and applied towards 
difcharging a Debt which they forefaw would be 
incurred by the Nation, at the ChnHmas following?

From thefe feveral Articles above recited, 
during the Reign o f  Queen Anne> doth it not 
moil evidently appear,

Firjl, T hat the Houfe o f Commons uniformly 
claimed, in their own Right, a Power to order 
the public Accounts to be laid before them ; and 
that, not merely to enable them to judge what

may
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may be the Meafure for the Supply, as our A u­
thor would have us believe, p. 42. but for va­
rious other Purpofes, and particularly to prevent 
the Officers o f  the Crown from defrauding the Nation. 
Indeed, if  the Author meant any thing that is 
fair and honeft, by the W ords he makes ufe of, 
namely, 4 to enable them to judge what may be 
‘  the Meafure for the Supply,’ a plain M an m ull 
imagine that he has him felf well nigh^iww #^>thc 
whole o f his Caufe^ for if, on findingaRedundancy 
in the Treafury, the Houfe ought to diminifh the 
Supply, in Proportion, for the enfuing two Years, 
the Expenees o f  the Eilablifhment continuing the 
fame ; what is this lefs, than admitting, to all 
Intents and Purpofes, that the Houfe has a con- 
ftitutional Right to apply all this Redundancy to 
the Credit of the Nation, and for anfwering the 
ordinary Exigencies o f  Governm ent, for the en­
fuing two Y ears?  I f  this Author means, that 
it is only when the T reafury is empty, and 
the Funds have proved deficient, that the 
Houfe o f  Com m ons fhould have any thing to 
do with the public Accounts ; that is, that 
their Buiineis is only to increafe, and never to 
diminifh the national T a x e s ,  he is now to 
fpeak out, and not referve this unpalatable Part 
o f  his Doótrine till a more feafonable Opportu­
nity : A n  Opportunity, for Inftance, when the 
G entlem en of this Country fhall come to be more 
thoroughly diiciplined, and more generally re­
conciled to the wholefome Do&rine o f  c ceafing 
4 to ju d g e  for them felves,’ or pretend to diftin- 
guifh betwixt material and not material, R igh t and 
W ro n g , in the Tranfa&ions o f  Parliament.

T h efe  are M atters, m uch too arduous for 
Irifh Underftandings ; and not only fo, but 
Matters which they fhall find, to their C oil, 
are not to be meddled with, without ex- 
pofing themfelves to much perfonal Evil ;

forewarned,



forewarned, as fome o f  them may think them­
felves already to be, ‘  that every Gentleman of
* the Houfe o f  Commons, who fhall fcruple to
* follow implicitly, wherefoever a chief Gover- 
‘ nor’s Secretary, or any other Perfon in whom 
‘ he happens to place his Confidence, fhall think
* proper to lead ; or fhall refufeplacidly toregifter, 
‘  without further Examination, whatever Edids 
‘ this Perfon of Confidence fhall bring into the 
‘ Houfe ; muft lay his Account to be treated as 
‘ difaffeded to his Majefty, and deferving all 
‘  the Severity which the Plenitude o f the chief
* Governor’s Power, for fupporting what he may 
‘ efteem the Dignity of Government, enables 
‘ him to ufe ; qualified by nothing but his own 
‘ perfonal Humanity.’ But,

zdly,The  uniform Pradice o f theHoufe o f Com­
mons, in the Courfe of the Reign of Q ^Amie, muft 
abundantly ihew, « that all Money brought into 
‘ the Treafury, was counted by them as the Mo- 
‘ ney of the N a t i o n  ; and all Money found in 
‘  the Treafury, or (landing out in folvent Ar-
* rears, at the T im e of their inquiry into the pub- 
‘  lie Accounts, was c.onfidered as fo much M oney 
‘ applicable by them, towards difcharging any 
‘ national Debt which might happen to be in- 
‘  curred, before the growing Supplies could be 
‘ brought in, and at all times to be applied to the 
‘ Credit of the Nation.' Thefe Rights, it is un­
deniable, were claimed-, thefe Rights, it is un­
deniable, were exercifed by the Commons o f  
Ireland, and never once called into Queftion by 
the Adminiftration under the Queen : And laftly, 
thefe Rights muft be fufficient to juftify the 
whole of the late Procedure in the Houfe o f Com­
mons, which is now the Subjed in Debate, unlefs 
fomeReafon can be fhewn why theHoufe o f  Com­
mons, under the prefent Royal Family, fhould

not
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not enjoy the fame Rights which they had done 
under the late Qeeen.

Sorrow and Confufion m ud be the una­
voidable Portion o f  every honeft W h ig , i f  Pre­
rogative fhould be found, in any Inftance, under 
their Angularly favourite Succeflion o f  the pre- 
fent royal Family, to be fet up in Oppofition to 
fuch Rights o f  the zealouily loyal Houle o f C om ­
mons of Ireland, as they were left in the full 
Enjoyment of, at the Demife o f  that Princefs : But 
happily for all, in purfuing the prefent Method 
o f  Inquiry, it will evidently turn out, that not 
the lealt Symptom o f  this fort is to be found, till 
the Search is brought down to the Com m ence­
ment o f  the prefent Adminiftration in the Year

1751-
In the firftSeffion o f  Parliament o f  KmgGeorgel. 

his Majefty, in his Anfwer to the A d d rd s  o f  the 
H ouièof Commons, thanks the Houfe for their Pro- 
mife ofSupplies, and gives them his AiTurance, that 
they fhall be employed for the W elfare o f  fo faith­
ful, and obedient aPeople* and in p. 64. ofthejour- 
nals, Vol. 4th, the Houfe orders Accounts to be 
laid before them, o f the hereditary Revenue, as 
well as the additional Duties, ever lince the 
Y ear 1698 : A n d, in p. 73. the Committee takes 
Notice o f  Accounts, £5fc. having been laid 
before them, 4 both by Direction o f  the Houfe, 
4 and by the refpeétive Officers, from whom the 
4 fame was required\ they next proceed to acquaint 
the Houfe, 4 that due Credit had been given to 
4 the Public, for the Sum which the Com m ittee 
4 o f  1 7 11 had reported to be due to the Nation,* 
as mentioned above : In this Report they take 
N otice 4 that the Accounts had been ftated to 
4 their Satisfaction, by the Accountant-General, 
4 the Officer to that Service appointed tip on former 
4 Orders o f  P a r l i a m e n t After this, there furely 
j^eed be no more P ro of that the Houfe exerciièd
ikii n the
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the Power o f  calling for Accounts, l£c, in their 
own Right.

T h e  Committee of Supply, after having had the 
Report of the Committee o f  Accounts laid 
before them, came to the following Refolutions, 
that Credit ought to be given to the Kingdom for
7 14-21- 3 s. being fo much iMoney umifued of the 
Barrack Fund. Is not this Claim of Power over 
the Redundancy of a Fund fet apart by his Majefty, 
a Circumftance peculiarly ftrong in Favour of the 
Right of the Houfe of Commons over public M o ­
ney remaining unapplied ? '

T h e y  next refolve, ‘ T h a t 161061. u s .  v- 
‘ is the Sum due at Michaelmas 1715 , to 
‘ difcharge the Debt o f  the Nation. Thirdly 
1 that a Supply be granted to his Majefty, for the 
4 Payment of faid Debt, and towards the fup-
* porting o f the neceffary Branches of the Efta- 
‘ blifhment for two Years, from Michaelmas 17 15 ,
* to Michaelmas 17 17  ; and fourthly, that by the 
‘ Death and Promotion of feveral-half-pay Officers 
1 on the Eftablifhment, there will be a Sum iuf- 
1 ficient to make up the Pay of the half-pay Offi-
* cers now remaining on the faid Eftablifhment,
* full half-pay for themfelves and Servants.’ Is 
not this laft likewife an Inftance o f  the Houie 
claiming a Right to point out an Application o f  
M oney already granted by them ?

In the laft Place, they refolve that the Supply 
granted to his Majefty be a Sum not exceeding 
18 7 ,5 8 71. 1 2 s 4 d. to all which Refolutions the 
Houie did agree. It may not be amifs juft to re­
mark, that though the fhort Money-Bill, granting 
his Majefty feveral Duties for fix Months, was paf- 
fed into a Law  before the Houfe had fixed on the 
above Sum for the Quantum o f the Supply, yet 
they make no Difficulty o f  applying the Produce 
of thofe Duties towards making good the faid 
Supply : Some T im e  farther on in this Seffion,
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the Houfe, upon Notice given them, from the 
Government, o f  a threatened Invafion o f  thisKing- 
dom, came to the following Relblution, which 
laid the Foundation o f  the Loan D e b t; the R e ­
mainder o f  which, the late Bill, which gave O c- 
cafion to the prefent Debate, was meant to dif- 
charge ; ‘  Reiolved, nemine contradicente, that 
‘ whatever Sums o f  M oney fhall be advanced 
‘ and paid into the Treafury, by any Peribn or 
‘ Perfons, & c.  for the Defence o f  the Kingdom ,

fhall be made good by this Houfe, with legal 
‘ Intereft for the fame, out o f  fuch Aids, as fljall

be granted to his Majefly the next Seffion n f Par lia- 
‘  ment.'

Here we have the Faith o f  the Houfe o f  Com ­
mons folemnly pledged to the Public in Behalf 
o f  the Governm ent, and pledged without any 
Limitation o f  Sum ; with this further extraor­
dinary Circumftance attending it, that this un­
bounded Vote o f  Credit was palled in the Houfe, 
without one contradiding Voice : So true it is, 
that the Prince who rules in the Hearts o f  his 
faithful Commons and Subjects, m ay always be 
fure o f  their Purfes, for fupplying every E x igen cy  
o f  Government, to the Extrem ity o f their Power ! 
M u ft it not then be an evil Office, to attempt 
raifing Jealoufies refpe&ing Prerogative, in the 
Breaft o f  fuch a Prince, to the exquifite Diftrefs, 
and, perhaps, irreparable Injury o f  fuch a People ?

T h e  Sum borrowed by the G overnm ent, in 
confequence o f  this Vote o f  the Commons, was 
50,000/. and thus was laid the Foundation o f  
the national D ebt : A nd by tracing our parlia­
mentary Proceedings, in regard to this Article, 
down to the prefent T im e ,  the Reader will 
quick ly  be qualified to judge concerning the 
Merits o f  the Queftion now in D eb a te ; a -Ques­
tion the moft intereftmg o f  any that has arifen 
in this Country, at leaft fince die latter End o f

D  the
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the Reign of Queen Anne, when it was made 
a Matter of Debate, whether this Country ought 
t o  concur in fuch miniiterial Meafures, as muft 
neceflarily have iffued in bringing themfelves 
under the Domination of a Popilb Pretender ; or 
gallantly to withftand them, by a vigorous E x ­
ertion of their conftitutional Rights -, animated 
by the Profpedl o f foon living free, and having 
their Property and Liberties effectually fecured 
to them, in confequence o f the Succeffion of the 
prefent royal Family ; which may God, from 
Generation to Generation, preferve at the Head 
of a free Britijb Empire !

In the next Seffion o f  Parliament, 17 17 , we 
find that the national Debt, including this 
50,000/. and the Intereft, amounted, at M i­
chaelmas, 17 1 7 ,  to 94,544/- 13 a" d
a Supply, granted for the Payment o f faid Debt, 
and towards fupporting the neceiTary Branches 
o f  the Eftablifhment for two Years, ending 
Michaelmas, 1719 , not exceeding 279,648 /. i i j .  
•a d. In 1 7 19, the national Debt, including 
the Loan, amounted to 8 7 ,5 11/ . 4 s. 7 d. i-  
for Payment o f which, and towards fupporting 
the Eftablifhment for two Years, ending M i­
chaelmas, 17 21, a Supply was granted, not ex­
ceeding 312,663/. 18 s. 6 d. In 1721, the 
Accounts were carried on to Chrijlmas, and then 
the national Debt, including the Loan, amount­
ed to 77,261/. 6 s. 7 d. \. and for Payment of 
faid Debt, aud fupporting the Eftablifhment for 
two Years, ending Chrijlmas, 1723,  a Supply was 
granted, not exceeding 331,880/. 14*. 8 d. i .  
In the feveral A d s  of Parliament correfponding 
to thefe Refolutions, particular Care was taken 
to infert a Claufe to fecure the Payment o f the 
50,0001. Loan, together with Intereft for the 
fame, during the T im e  it fhall continue unpaid :
In 1723, at Chrijlmas, the whole Debt of the

Nation
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Nation was computed to 66,318/. 8 s. 3d . 
and for Payment o f  this Debt, and fupporting 
the Eftablifhment for two Years, ending Chnft- 
mas, 1 725, a Supply was granted, not exceed­
ing 339?368 /. 6 s. 6 d. Hitherto we fee, 
that the Intention o f  the Houfe was, to make 
Provifion for the B ifcharge o f  the whole Debt, 
as well as for anfwering the ordinary Exigencies 
o f  Government, in the Courfe o f  the enfuing 
two Years, for which the refpe£tive Supplies 
were granted ; for it is to be obferved, that, in 
the Seilion o f  1 7 1 5 ,  the Supply granted for an- 
fwering thefe Exigencies, £5fc. was only 1 87,587 /. 
J2 s. 4 d. and here, in the Seflion of 1723, 
no lefs than the above Sum o f  339.,368/. 6 s. 
6 d. i .  was granted. But though the Supplies, 
through various Accidents, always fell fo far 
fhort o f  anfwering this Intention, as to leave the 
50,000/. Loan ftill undifcharged, yet from two 
Y ears, to two Years, they exceeded the current 
Expences o f  the Eftablifhment ; and this Sur­
plus was always applied towards reducing the 
national D eb t, which, at Michaelmas, 1 7 1 7 ,  ex- 
clufive o f  the Loan, amounted to 44,544 /. and 
in 1723, to no more than 16 ,318 /. fo that an 
Application does plainly appear here to have 
been m ade for difcharging the national D ebt 
without any previous Leave from his Majefty.

T h e  Money-Bill, in 1723, reduces the Intereft 
o f  the 50,000 /. Loan from 8 to 7 per Cent. 
and in cafe the Creditors, or any o f  them, fhail 
be unwilling to accept o f  fuch reduced Intereft, 
it direóts that they fhall be paid their principal 
M oney and Intereft, on their a lign in g  their Sub- 
Icription to the Vice-Treaturer, or his D eputy : 
W h a t  can be an Evidence o f  the Houfe o f  
Com m ons claiming and exercifing the Power o f  
Application over the public M oney, i f  this be 
not ? Parliamentary Faith had been given, and

D  2 muft
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fruit be facredly maintained v therefore Provifion 
is hereby made, that none who trufted to it, and 
lent their M oney, fhould run the fmalleft Ha­
zard, or have the leaft Reafon to complain : 
T h is  Law likewife enads, for the farther Se­
curity o f the Creditors, that the Principal and 
Interefl of this Loan, or whatever Part o f it 
fhall remain unpaid at the 25th of December, 
1725, fhall then be paid without any Deduc­
tions whatfoever.

T h e  national Debt, in the SeiTion 17 25, is ftatea 
at 118,844/. 5 s. n d .  Ï  -, the Supply for the 
enfuing two Years is fixed at 292,181 /. 7 s. 3 d. 
from Chrijlmas, 1725, to Chrijitnas, 1727 ; the 
Claufe of paying the Principal and Intereil o f  the 
Loan, at the End of thefe two Years, is the 
fame with what has juft now been mentioned. In 
1727, the firft of his prefent Maiefty, the prefent 
Houfe o f  Commons ftated the national Debt at 
127,371 /■ 15 s. 6d. and granted a Supply oi 
398,011/. 3 s. 6 d. t .  and the Money-Bill o f 
that SeiTion continues all the Claufes o f the Adt 
o f  1725, relating to the Loan. In 172g,  the 
national Debt, on ftating the Accounts, was 
found by the Houfe o f Commons to amount to 
220,730/. 15 j. 3 d. i ;  for the Payment o f 
which, and for anfwering the growing Exigen­
c i e s  of Government to 1 7 3 1, they voted a Sup­
ply o f  510,238/. 16 j. l o d .  and the fameSeffion 
reduced the Intereft o f  the Loan of the 50,0001. 
to 6 per Cent, in the fame Manner, and on the 
fame Term s, with the former Reduction ; and, 
likewife, directed that Debentures fhould be 
ftruck for 150,000/. more, to be borrowed at 
the fame Intereft, and payable in the fame Man­
ner ; thus the Loan was now increafed to 
200,000 /.

On ftating the Accounts in the Seilion 173 1, 
the Houfe found the national Debt increafed to

335>466 /.
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335,466/. T s. 4 d. i .  and towards the Pay­
ment o f  this D ebt, as well as towards iiipport- 
ing the Eilabliibment for two Years, ending De­
cember, 1733, they grant a Supply o f  a Sum not 
exceeding 624,323 /.

Am ongft the Accounts given in by the Offi­
cers o f  the Crown this Selííon, there is an Ab- 
ftrad  o f  Receipts and Payments in the T rea- 
fury-Office, from Lady-day, 1729, to Lady-day, 
1 7 3 1 ,  and this A b ftra d  begins with a Ballance 
remaining in the Treafury at Lady-day, 1729. 
o f  2 ,7 15 / .  i s. 6d. i .  T ru e , the Ballance, at 
this T im e , is not very confiderable ; but this 
alters not the Café ; it is as plain, as F a d s  can 
m ake it, that there was no Imagination in thofc 
D ays, nor, indeed, at any T im e  before or fince, 
till our Author, and his Clients, have taken 
very ftrange T h in g s , and full o f  malignant T e n ­
dency, into their Head ; no Imagination but that 
all M oney brought into the Treaiu ry, ought to be 
accounted for to Parliament ; and accordingly, 
this Ballance is the firft Article in that A b ftra d  
now mentioned, brought, by the Officer o f  the 
Crown, to the Credit o f  the Nation * to this 
is added the Produce o f  all the Branches o f  
his M ajefty’s R evenue, hereditary, cafual, 
and biennial Supplies ; and to the total o f  
thefe, are fet in Oppofition all the Payments 
m ade out o f  the Treafury, and from thence a 
Ballance is ftruck either to the Credit or Debit of 
the Nation ; juft as on totting up the feveral A r ­
ticles o f  the two oppofite Columns, the M atter 
fhall happen to turn out.

In this Seffion, we find the national D ebt in- 
creafed to fuch a Sum , that the Houfe o f  C om ­
mons, defpairing o f  being able to raife Supplies 
within the two Y ears, fuch as would be fufficient 
to fupport the Eftablifhment, and, at the fame 
T im e ,  difcharge this D ebt, d ire d  Debentures 
to be ftruck for the Loan o f  another hundred

thoufand
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thoufand Pounds, and, at the fame T im e , they 
reduce the Intereft of the whole three hundred 
thoufand Pounds to five per Cent, with the fame 
Provifos in Favour of the Creditors, as were 
above-mentioned, when the former Redudtion 
was made.

In the Seffion 1733, we find the Accounts 
carried on in the fame Manner with that o f the 
former Seffion ; the Ballance in the Treafury 
being the firft Article brought to the Credit o f  
the Nation -, we find likewife a Saving of 1,335  ̂
i s .  gd. t* on the civil Eftablifhment, occaiioned 
by Vacancies on the Benches o f the Exchequer 
and CommonPleas, and a farther Sa ving o f  5,090/. 
45. i .  claimed by the Committee to be applied to 
the Credit of the Nation ; and, accordingly thefe 
two Sums were placed to Credit by the Houfe, 
and the Debt of the Nation voted to be a Sum not 
exceeding 371,312/. 12 s. 2 d .\ . and to diicharge 
this Debt, and anfwer the current Exigencies o f  
the next two Years, they grant a Supply not ex­
ceeding 658,727/. 4 s. 8 d. f .  T h e  Committee ob­
serve farther, that there is a Ballance o f  the Loan 
Duties, after paying the Intereft, amounting to the 
Sum of 26,006/. g s. 2d. which being ap­
plied as the A ft directs, thefe are their own Words, 
it will reduce the principal Loan of 300,000 /. to 
the Sum o f 273,993 /. 1 0 s. gd. ^.

It appears, from the Accounts in 1735, that 
24,700/. was applied to the Reduftion o f  faid 
principal Sum, and that a Ballance of 1,424/. 17 s.
10 d. ftill remained in the Treafurer’s Hands, to 
to be applied to the fame Purpofe : Is there the 
leaft Trace o f  previous Leave for this Applica­
tion ? Poflibly, fome Folks may think to get rid 
o f  this Inftance, by faying, that this Redundan­
cy arofe from impropriated Duties, and therefore, 
there could be no Occalion for his Majefty’s pre­
vious Confent -, but before they rely upon this
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as an Anfwer, they will do well to look back into 
the Origin o f  this D ebt, and o f  the parliamen­
tary Proceedings that were relative to, and con- 
fequent upon it.

W h en  the Houfe o f  Commons paiTed their 
Vote o f  Credit in 1 7 1 5 ,  did they not pledge their 
Faith, that whatever M oney fhould be advanced 
to the Government, in conlequence o f  this Vote, 
they would take care to repay, together with the 
legal Intereft, that fbould be due, out o f  the 
Funds which fhould be granted to his Majefty next 
Seffion o f  Parliament ? And do we not find them, 
in the Year 1 7 1 7 ,  m aking exprefs Provifion for 
the Re-paym ent o f  this D ebt, by granting Funds, 
which, according to their Computation, were to 
produce upwards o f  ninety-two thoufand Pounds 
more than the former ? And in the A f t  where 
thefe Funds are firft granted, is it not exprefiy 
declared, that they were intended for Re-pay­
ment o f this Debt, as well as for fupporting the 
Eftablifhment for the two enfuing Years ? And is 
there not an exprefs Claufe in this Ac>, to make 

fure  to the Creditors the M oney they had lent, 
whether the Funds hereby granted, fhould prove 
fufficient or n ot; enaóting, that whatever Part 
o f  the faid principal Sum and Intereft fhall be 
due and unpaid at November 1 7 19 , (when the 
Funds were to expire) the fame Jhall be well and 
truly fatisfied and paid  to the refpedive Creditors, 
to whom the fame fhall be then due, without any 
Deductions whatioever ? T h is  laft Clanfe, which 
runs through all the A d s  relative to our national 
D ebt, even down to the prefent Adminiftration, 
muft furely cover the Advocates for previous Con­
fent with nofm all Confufion : But the Purpofe o f  
what is now mentioned, is only to fhew, that, at 
the T im e  we are now {peaking of, there were no 
appropriated Funds ; and, confequently, all the 
Funds, from Year to Y ear, paid into the T rea -
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fury, were fubjedted to this Debt, and this M e ­
thod continued to the fécond Seffion o f  the prefent 
Parliament -, then the Debt was become fo large, 
notwithstanding all former Attempts to difcharge 
or reduce it, that it was found convenient to take 
fome o f  the Funds formerly granted at large, 
and to appropriate them, together with fome new 
ones, to pay the Intereft, and reduce the Princi­
pal o f the national Debt, then increafed to up wards 
o f two hundred thoufand Pounds : But will any 
one pretend to fay, that by taking this Mealiire, 
either his Majefty, or his Parliament, intended < 
to weaken the Security given to the Creditors, to 
whom this national Debt was due, and given by 
his Majefty and the Parliament, the very Seffion 
before ? And if  not, then muft they o f Neceffity 
own, that the whole Revenue o f  the Kingdom, 
whether appropriated, or unappropriated, con­
tinued ftill a Security for the faithful Re-payment 
o f this Debt.

In 1739, the Debt o f  the Nation was ftated at 
296,988/ 17 s. i d. i .  and the Supply for dif- 
charging this Debt and fupporting the Govern­
ment for two Yeàrs, ending Cbriftmas 17 4 1 , was 
fixed at 559,599/- là .  4. the Ballance in the 
Treafury at Lady-Day 1737, and brought by the 
Officer to the Credit o f  the Nation, amounted to
15,070/. 17 s. i d . r -

In 1 741, the national Debt was ftated at 
353,856/. 2d. | .  and the Supply for the two 
Purpofes juft now mentioned, fixed at 601,144/. 
18 j. 3 d. -j-. the Ballance remaining in the T rea­
fury at Lady-Day 1739, and brought by the Officer 
of the Crown to the Credit o f  the Nation, amount­
ed to 13,636/. 17 i. 10 d. T h e  Intereft o f the 
Loan was, in this Seffion, reduced to four per 
Cent.

In 1743, the Debt of the Nation, at Lady-Day
preceding, was ftated at 331,440/. \ i s .  6 d. f .

and
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and the Supply granted for anfwering the Pur­
pofes, as above, to Cbrijlmas, 1745, fixed at 
521,90 6/. 1 0 1  6 d. f .  the Ballance in the 
Prcalliry at L a d y - D a y 174 1, amounted to 
13,786/. 35. 9 d. f .

In 1745» the D ebt o f  the Nation, at Lady-Day 
17 45, was fta ted a f 258 ,517/. i OJ. 6rf. and the 
Supply not only for the two Ules above ipecified 
but likewife for buying Arms for the Militia, and 
for ere& m g Batteries for the Harbour at Cork, was
a Sum not exceeding 607,080/. i s .  5 d. and
for the more fpeedy and certain execution o f  the 
lall two Purpofes, D e b e n t u r e s  were ordered to be 
iti uck for a further Loan o f  70,000/. at 4  per 
Cent, the Ballance, returned by the Officer, as 
lying in the Treafury at Lady-Day, 1 7 3 3 , to be 
applied to the Credit o f  the Nation, came to 
14 ,858/. 6s. 2d. f .

In 1747, the D eb t o f  the Nation, at Lady-Day 
preceding, is ftated, by the Com m ittee, at 
3I4>3° 4 ^ 3 d. and, by the Officer o f  the
Crown, at 3 17 ,8 78 /. and the Supply for the 
ufual P u rp o fe , for two Years, ending Cbriftmas, 
*749» fixed at 575,027/• i s .  l o d .  the Ballance 
in the T reafury at Lady-Day, 1745, as returned 
by the K in g ’s Officer, amounted, to the Credit 
o f the Nation, to 33 ,619/. 7 s. 10 d. f .

A nd now w e are com e to the Seffion which, in 
regard to the Article in Debate, very well de- 
ferves the R ead er’s clofeft Attention ; the C o m ­
mittee o f  the Hob te drew up a State o f  the nati­
onal A ccount in the following Manner.

Firft, T h e y  take Credit to the Nation for the 
net Produce o f  the hereditary Revenue, and next, 
of the additional Duties, for the two Years laft 
paft, ending the 25th of M arch , 1749, amount­
ing to 1,007,994/. i s. 2 d. 4-. to which they 
add the Sum 0^58,500/. being fuch Part o f  the 
laft Loan o f  70,000 /. as had at that T im e  been

E  paid
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paid into the Treafury ; they farther add J e  Sum 
nf T-7 682 / Qs. I od. which was the Eallance 
remaining in 'the Treafury, in Credit to the N a ­
tion, at Lady-Day i 7 4 7 ,  making m the whole 
1,084,1761. 11 s . i .  T h en  the Committee pro­
ceed to deduft out of the above Sum, the foil 
Charge for Support of the civil and military Efta­
blifhment for the laft two Years, and hkewife 
feveral Payments made by the Treafury, pur- 
fuant to A ft  o f Parliament, K ing’s Letters, u .  
making in all the Sum of 905,972 /. 11 s. 6d.  i .  
and when this is deduced, the Remainder being 
178 2 0 a/. 19*. 6 d. is the exaâ: Ballance due to 
the Nation, at Lady-Day 1749, o u t  o f  the Produce 
of the hereditary Revenue and additional Duties ; 
for the Reader will here obferve, that there is no 
Diftin&ion made between the one and the other, 
or even between them and the Loan, but 
all are alike confidered, and claimed, as the 
M oney o f  the Nation-, and claimed, in fuch an 
artlefs, obvious Manner, as plainly to fhew, that 
the Houfe o f Commons had not the leaft Sufpicion 
or Imagination, that any Perfon could call their 
Right o f doing fo, into Queftion, upon any Pre­
tence whatfoever.

T h e  Committe next proceeds to lay before the 
Houfe the State o f the national Debt. And firft, 
T h e y  bring to charge the Sum which had been 
reported to be due, on the Loan, at Lady-Day 
1 7 4 7 , amounting to 331,987/. 8 j. 1 d. to which
they add the M oney which had been paid into the 
Treafury, on Account o f the laft Loan o f  70,000/. 
and likewife the Intereft due on the whole o f the 
Loan, to Lady-Day 1749» amounting in all to 
the Sum o f 422,072/. 85. id .  and then they 
deduft from this Sum, firjt, the whole Produce 
o f  the feveral Duties appropriated to pay the In­
tereft of the Loan, to Lady-Day 1749» amounting

8 7C0/. l o i .  id .  which Deduction leaves a
Remainder,
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Remainder, amounting to 383,321/. 18 s. from 
which laft Sum deducting the Ballance already 
mentioned, o f  the M oney remaining in the T r e a ­
fury at Lady-Day in Credit to the Nation, a- 
mounting to 178,203/. 1 g s. 6 d. the whole
D ebt o f  the Nation at Lady-Day 1749, was a 
Sum , fo the Committee pronounce, not exceed­
ing the Sum o f  2 0 5 ,117 / . i s .  6d. and agree­
ably to this State, the Houfe reiolved, that this, 
and no larger Sum, was the D ebt o f  the Nation 
at Lady-Day 1749.

T h u s  the Houfe o f  Commons confidered M o ­
ney redundant in the Treafury, as equivalent to 
M oney already applied to the Credit o f  the N a­
tion, in the aftual Difcharge o f  national D ebt : 
T h e y  very well knew, that his M ajefty was not 
only a royal, but a m oil righteous T ru ite e  ; and 
therefore, as his Majefty had, at the Opening of 
the Seffion, acquainted them by his Lord  L ieu­
tenant, that H e had nothing to aik but the ufual 
Supplies, they thought themfelves lure, that no­
thing would be more acceptable to his Majefty 
than to eafe bis fa ith fu l Subjects, by relieving them 
of Part o f  the Burthen they had fo long lain under, 
o f  national D ebt ; indeed, they were not only 
warranted to think in this Manner, from that 
paternal Regard which his Majefty had always 
gracioufly teftified towards his truly dutiful and 
well-deierving Subjects o f  this K ingdom , but 
now the T im e  was come, when parliamentary 
Faith abfolutely required it, as an A f t  o f  Juftice, 
that fuch an Application fhould be made o f  this 
redundant M on ey ; the Creditors had, in every 
A f t  o f  Parliament, relative to this D ebt, been 
made fecure o f  the punftual Payment o f  their In ­
tereft, and alfo o f  their Principal, as foon as they 
refpeftively fhould think fit to call for i t ;  not 
only io, but in every A f t ,  the Nation likewife were 
aflured, that as foon as the Nature and Circurq-
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ftances o f  Things would admit,1 they fhould be 
relieved of this Burthen, and confequently of the 
Taxes which were relative t o i t ;  this was done 
by enadting, that the Principal, as well as Intereft 
o f this Debt, ibould be paid off, at the End of the 
enfuing two Years.

T h e  Nature and Circumftances of the prefent 
Situation, did not only obvioufly admit, but 
plainly point out, that this Stipulation fhould now 
be carried into actual fpecific Execution, in re­
gard to a large Portion o f  this Debt ; nor would it 
have been confiftent with Truth, with Juftice, or 
with any Principle o f  honeft Policy, to have 
omitted it : W ell then might the Houle o f Com ­
mons take it for granted, that fuch an Applica­
tion of public M oney, as every Principle which 
can bind honeil Men required to be made, muft 
of Necefiity be highly pleafing to his Maj'efty, 
who had, as exprefly as Words and Actions 
could do it, fignified this to be invariably his royal 
Intention by paffing the feveral former Adts.

It was not in Nature, that theH oufe o f  Com ­
mons could have the leaft Doubt o f  fuch a Meafure 
being at prefent highly approved by his Majefty ; 
as the only conceivable, or poflible Circumftance 
of Helitation had been already obviated by the 
Declaration from the Throne, ‘  that the K ing 
‘ had1* nothing to afk from his People but the 
‘ ufual Supplies.’ Should it be fuggefted, that 
ftill Emergencies might intervene, which would 
require a different and inftantaneous Application 
of the whole or a large Part o f this M oney, 
let it be recolledted, that thefe Emergencies 
might juft as well happen after his Majefty 
had intimated that he would confent, as at 
any other T im e  ; and i f  this Suggeftion is to 
have any W eight, it is plainly in Oppoiition to 
this new Form of a previous Intimation of Confent; 
becalife it certainly would be more uncouth to

Majefty,
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Majefty, to be laid under a Neceflity o f  refilling 
the royal Aflent to an Application o f  M oney, 
which had been recommended from the Throne’ 
and declared before-hand that the Crown would 
conlent to it, than i f  the King had not brought 
hinjielt into any fuch Intanglement ; and yet, 
whatever Necellity would juftify his with-holding 
his Allent in one Cafe, muft be cogent enough to 
compel his vvith-holding it in the other.

Be this as it will, Heads o f  a Bill were or­
dered, in the very fame Manner that all o- 
ther Money-Bills had been ordered ; in which 
the Houfe direi l  a Claufe to be inferted, for 
applying Co much o f  the Ballance remaining 
in the Vice-Treafurer’s Hands, at Lady-Bay 
laft, as fhall be neceiïary to difcharge a Sum 
o f  7 0 ,0 0 01, remaining of the old Loan at five 
per Cent, and likewife, to pay o ff  the Sum o f 
58,500/. Part o f  the new L o a n ;  amounting 
in the whole to 128,500 /. Purfuant to this o í  
der, the Claufe in the Heads o f  the Bill which 
foon after palled, and was fent to the L ord  L ieu ­
tenant to be tranfmitted to England, is to the 
following E ffeft ; after many Recitals, and par­
ticularly, after taking Notice, that the Aids and 
Duties, granted in the former Sellion, had not 
proved fufficient to pay off the feveral Loan-Debts, 
the Bill goes on in thefe W ords ; ‘ A nd whereas,
‘ on the 25th D ay o f  March laft, a coniiderable 
1 Ballance remained in the Hands o f  the Vice- 
‘ Treafurers or Receivers-General o f  this King- 
‘ dom , or their D eputy or Deputies, unapplied,
‘ and it will be for your M ajefty ’s Service, and 

for the Eafe o f  your faithful Subje&s o f  this 
‘  Kingdom , that io much thereof as can be con­

veniently fpared, fhould be paid, agreeably to 
‘  your M ajefty ’s moft gracious Intentions, in 
‘  Difcharge o f  Part o f  the aforefaid national 
‘  Debts, we pray it m ayb e  enafted, & c . ’ and then

goes
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«oes on, firjl, to diredt the Payment o f  70,000 /. 
remaining at five per Cent, and next, the Pay­
ment o f a further Sum o f 58,500/. at fourrer 
Cent, with the Intereft for the faid Sums, to March 
1 7 50 ; which Intereft was to be paid out o f the 
growing appropriated Funds of the prefent Year ; 
a n d  then, in the Manner of former A d s ,  makes 
Provifion for the Payment of Principal and Intereft 
o f the remaining Debt at Chriflmas 1 7 5 1 -

Thefe Heads o f  a Bill were prepared and 
brought into the Houfe by his Majefty’s principal 
Lawyers, and paffed by the Houfe without any 
Oppofition, and without one contradicting Voice ; 
pafled, likewife, without the leaft Symptom or 

'  Appearance o f  any Intention or Senfe of Duty in 
his Majefty’s Servants, or in any other Perfon, to 
acknowledge, in any Manner, an Intimation of his 
Majefty’s previous Confent; indeed the T h in g  
was impoffible, unlefs they were to think it their 
Duty to have acknowledged a Falfhood ; for no 
fuch Intimation had been given, either from the 
Throne, or by MeiTage from the Lord Lieute­
nant, or in any other Manner, i f  there be any 
other pra&ifed in Parliament; though if  there 
had been ever fo formal and exprefs Intimation, 
this would not, in any Sort, have altered the 
C afe; for it is always to be remembered, that it

• is not’his Majefty’s fignifying his previous Confent, 
but the Houfe of Commons, making a parlia­
mentary Acknowledgment, that his previous 
Confent, and an Intimation thereof to the Houfe, 
was neceflary before they could bring in any luch 
Heads of a Bill, which can be of the leaft Ser­
vice to the Caufe o f this Advocate, or to that 
of his Clients : W ould not his Clients then do 
well to advife him to cancel in his next Edition, 
the chimerical, and evidently difhoneft, Repre- 
fentation of this Proceeding, contained in the 
7th, 8th, and 9th Pages of his Confiderations ?

More
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More than enough has already been faid in 
regard totheStrefs this Author wants to have laid 
on the W ords ‘ agreeably to your Majefty's lnten- 
‘  tionsy making Part o f  the above Claufe ; ftrange 
indeed, if  doing Juftice, and keeping his royal 
W o rd , might not, with the utmoft Propriety, 
andTruth,at all times,be pronounced conformable 
to the gracious Intentions of his Majefty ! But 
it may not be amifs ju ft  to remark, in regard to 
his Obfervation, o f  his M ajefty ’s ‘  beinej al- 
‘  lowed to be Judge o f  what can conveniently be
* fpared  that furely it never entered into any 
M a n ’s Imagination, that the K in g  was not a 
Judge o f  this, and o f  every Article, in every 
Bill that is to be pafled into a L a w  ; but is it 
not, at the fame T im e ,  moft evident, that the 
H oufe o f  Commons took upon them likewife 
to be Judges o f  what could conveniently be 
ipared, when they immediately proceed to fpe- 
cify the Sum ? On the whole, it is hardly to be 
conceived, that any one plain-hearted M an can be 
found in this Kingdom , who will not find him- 
fe l f  forced to confefs, that the whole Procedure 
o f  the Houfe o f  Com m ons, in regard to this 
Bill, teftifies as ftrong a Senfe o f  their Right o f 
applying redundant M oney, brought into the 
T reafu ry  in virtue o f  the Authority o f  Parlia­
ment, towards the Difcharge of the national 
D e b t, as their Procedure in regard to raifing 
the Loan, teftified o f  their R ight o f  fubjedting 
the Nation to D eb t and to T a x e s ,  for the Sup­
port o f  Government.

In the above M anner and W ords, the Heads 
o f  this Bill were carried to m y Lord Lieutenant, 
and by him, and the Privy Council o f  Inland, 
put into Form , paiTed unanimoufly by the Coun­
cil, who are, at all times, prefumed to be fuffi- 
ciently careful o f  his M ajefty ’s Prerogative -, trans­
mitted next to the Council o f  England, where it

was
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was likewife unanimoufly paifed,* and after an­
nexing the Great Seal, returned back again to 
Ireland, in the W ords in which it went over ; 
paífed unanimoufly by the Houfe o f  Lords, and 
then received the' Royal Aifent, and thus be­
came a Law  ; a Law evidently accompanied 
with every Circumftance of Advantage which 
can give W eight to an Adt of Parliament ; found­
ed in Reafon and Juftice ; warranted by the 
ftrongeft and moft undeniable Precedents ; every 
Article, throughout the whole o f its Procefs, 
fair, open, and avowed, void -of all Symptom 
o f Art, Conftraint, or clandeftine Management, 
from beginning to ending ; and, at length, 
enadted by the unanimous Confent o f  all the 
feveral Branches of our Legiflature.

By this Adt of Parliament, the Right o f  the 
Houfe o f  Commons in pointing out to his M a­
jefty, a s  original Movers, and in Virtue o f  the 
Conftitution o f  this Country, fuch Applications 
o f M oney, already brought into the Treafury, 
as to them fhall appear moft conducive to his 
M ajefty’s Service, and the Eafe o f  his Subjedts 
o f  this Kingdom, is in the fulleft Manner ad­
mitted and recognized ; a Right, fully proved 
to be claimed and exercifed by the Houfe o f 
Commons, as inherent in themfelves, by a long 
Indudtion o f  Fadts and Precedents, from the 
Reign o f  Charles II. without one Inftance or Sym p­
tom o f its having ever been called into Queftion, 
down to the Year 1 7 5 1 ; when his Grace the 
D uke of Dorfet was appointed Lord Lieutenant 
o f  Ireland, and his Son, Lord George Sackville, 
was appointed his Secretary.

And here, let it juft be obferved, that if the 
conftitutional Rights o f  the Houfe o f  Commons 
of this Kingdom, were not the fame in this laft 
Seffion 1753, that they were in the Seihon we 
have been fpeakihg of, in 1749, and for near a
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Century before, they rauft have been altered 
during this Adminiftration ; i f  they are the fame, 
then muft it be acknowledged, that the Tranfac- 
tion on the ever memorable 17th o f  December, 
1 753) was no other than what, in D uty, the Houfe 
o f  Com m ons were obliged to go through with, in 
Vindication o f  an eflential conftitutional Right, 
which they, o f  all others, were under the ftrong- 
eft T ieS o f  D uty to preferve, and tranfmit un­
violated to the utmoft o f  their Power.

I f  the Rights are not . the fame, then m ull it 
be maintained, that one fingle Precedent, i f  fuch 
can be produced, whether queftionable or not, 
is fufficient, o f  itfelf, to alter our Conftitution, 
in Oppofition to Senfe and Juftice, and to the 
unqueftionable Authority of A its  o f  Parliament, 
and Precedents almoft innumerable ; in which 
Cafe, it is fondly to be hoped, that future Par­
liaments will religioufly adhere to the Precedent 
which has laft o f  all been fet to them, in reib- 
Jutely vindicating that R ight, which has, this 
Seilion at leaft, been reclaimed, to the everlafting 
Honour o f  thofe who reclaimed it, and which, 
it is demonftrated, was the unqueftionable con­
ftitutional Right o f  the Com m ons, for near one 
hundred Years.

T h e  Supply granted to his Majefty towards 
paying o ff  the Rem ainder o f the national D ebt, 
and for the Support o f  Government, for two 
Years, ending Chnjlmas 1 7 5 1 ,  was a Sum not 
exceeding 5 5 3 ,2 6 7 1 1 2 s. id .

In opening the Seflion 1 7 5 1 ,  his Grace takes 
N otice, in his Speech from the T h ron e, that it 
gave  him great Satisfaction to obferve the ex­
traordinary Produce o f  the Funds which the C o m ­
mons had formerly granted, and that he had 
nothing then to alk  but the ufual Supplies ; and 
then goes on in thefe W ords, ‘ I am command-
* ed by the K ing to acquaint you, that his M a-
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‘ jefty, ever attentive to the Eàfe and Happinels
‘  o f  his Subjects, will gracioufly confent, and 
‘ r e c o m m e n d s  it t o  you, that iuch aPart o f  the 
‘  Money now remaining in his Treafury, as (hall 
‘ be thought confident with the public Service,
‘ be applied towards the further Reduction of the
c national Debt.’

N o Body, can difpute that this was a Language 
altogether new, fuch as never had been fpoken 
from that Place before ; and may it not be law­
ful, modeftly to afk, what Occafion could there 
beVor it? Surely it could not mean that, in all 
Events, whether urgent Emergencies happened 
or not, his Majeily would ftill perfevere in his 
Purpofe o f applying this Money to difcharge the 
national D ebt; a n d if  not, 'had not the Houfe o f  
Commons the flrongefl Affurances already, which 
could poifibly be given them, o f  his M ajeily ’s 
gracious Intentions to p a y o f f  this Debt, by his 
paflîng the Adi o f Parliament o f  laft Seffion, 
wherein it is exprefly enaCted, that it ihould be 
paid off, at this very T im e  ? It is certainly no 
great W onder, that a Language capable at leaft 
o f  being conilrued into a Senfe very unfriendly to 
the Rights, to the effential Rights, o f  this Coun­
try, proved a little alarming ; but, without pre­
tending to examine critically into their Meaning, 
the Houfe o f  Commons fatisfied themfelves in 
their Addrefs, with palling over the W ords 
‘ w ill gracioufly confent, ’ and only ‘ acknow- 
‘ ledge, with all Thankfulnefs, his M ajefty’s 
‘ gracious Attention to our Eafe and Happinefs, 
‘ in recommending the Application of the M oney 
‘ remaining in the Treafury towaids the farther 
‘ Reduction o f  the national D ebt.’ Already then 
there plainly appears a remarkable Difference be­
tween the TranfaCtion of this Seilion, and that o f  
the lad ; in the former, there was no Notice taken 
in the Speech o f  applying this redundant M oney,
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and yet the Houfe o f  Commons proceeded to 
apply it without any Hefitation; in the prefent, 
there is abundant Notice taken in the Speech, 
but taken in fuch a Manner, as in Part ot it 
proves very alarming, inftead of being, as ufual, 
Matter o f  Thankfulnefs to theHoufe ; and puts them 
upon a Caution always diftrefsful to right-hearted 
faithful Subjects, when addrefling their Prince.

In ftating the Accounts, the Committee pro­
ceed in the very fame Manner with that already 
mentioned under the Year 1749, and fuch was 
the Increafe o f the Funds, arifing principally 
from -the moft pernicious, impoverifhing Caute 
o f  monftrous Importation o f  Luxuries for fome 
T im e  before, that, on ballancing the national 
Accounts at Lady-Day 1 7 5 1 ,  after m aking Pro- 
vifion for the Difcharge o f  the whole Loan, there 
remained in Credit to the Nation a Sum not lefs 
than 22,370/. is .  11 d there remained how­
ever, at the T im e  o f  ftating the Accounts, due 
to the Creditors, the Sum o f  237,500/. and out 
o f  the large Ballance remaining in th eT reafu ry , 
at Lady-Day 1 7 5 1 ,  the Houfe inftrutt their Com ­
mittee, who were to bring in the Heads o f the 
M oney-Bills, to infert a Claufe for applying fo 
m uch as fhould be neceifary for paying off and 
difcharging the principal Sum o f 1 20,000. Heads 
o f  a Bill were accordingly drawn up, by the 
Prime-Serjeant, the Attorney and Sollicitor-Ge- 
neral, the Chairman o f  the Committee of A c ­
counts, and the Sollicitor to the Commiffioners, 
and read and paffcd by the Houfe ; the Purpofes 
o f which Heads o f  a Bill were, fir fi, to pay o ff  
the principal Sum above-mentioned, and then to 
grant his Majefty certain Duties, to be applied to 
the Difcharge o f  the Intereft o f  the (aid principal 
Sum , till it fhould be paid off, and to pay the 
Intereft o f  the remaining Sum of 117,500/. and 
towards the Difcharge o f  faid Sum. In the
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Preamble to thefe Heads o f  a Bill, the Houfc 
made ufe of the W ords in their own Addrefs ; 
exprefling, 4 thankful Acknowldgements o f  his 
4 Majefty’s gracious Attention to the Eafe and 
4 Happinefs of his Subjects, in recommending 
4 the Application o f  the M oney remaining in the 
4 Treaiury, fo far as it might be confiftent with 
4 the public Service, towards the further Re- 
4 duftion o f  the national D ebt.’

In this Manner, thefe Heads o f a Bill were 
fent to the Lord Lieutenant, and after being 
put into Form, and paflfed through the Privy- 
Council o f  Ireland, without any Alteration, were 
tranfmitted to England ; doth not every Step 
hitherto taken, in regard to this Bill, moft clear­
ly evince, that not only in the Judgement o f  the 
Houfe o f  Commons, but o f  his M ajefty’s princi­
pal Lawyers, chief Jtidges, and his other privy 
CounfeJlors in this Kingdom, his Majefty’s pre­
vious Confent ŵ as fo far from being necejjary, 
that their m aking any Acknowledgment o f  it, 
might poifibly not even be harmlefs\ for i f  they had 
beenfure, particularly hisM ajefty’sLawyers in the 
Houfe o f  Commons, that an Acknowledgment o f  
4 Confent’ might be made with equal Safety, with 
that o f  4 recommending,’ no poflible Reafon can 
be affigned why they fhould omit, and purpofely 
omit the one, and yet infert the other, when, 
according to the ufual Form, o f repeating in the 
Addreis the Words of the Speech, both ought to 
have been inferted : Our Author, when fpeaking 
on this Head, (p. 12.) io far acknowledges, as 
that leaving out the W ord 4 Confent,’ implied, 
that it was imagined, that fucb Confent was not 
necejjary ; but with what Grace he makes this 
Acknowledgement, after having fb recently as in 
p. 7. reprefented his Majefty’s Law yers'as all 
looking on it as a clear and undoubted Point that

his
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t u  5 1
his M ajefty’s Confent was neceiTary, and only 
that as the Cafe was new, the Gentlemen found 
themfelves a little at a Lofs in refped to the Form 
in which this Confent o u g h t  to appear, let other 
Folks judge.

T h is  Bill was altered in England, and fent 
back hither under the great Seal,' with the W ords 
o f  the Speech inferted in Place o f  the W ord s 
o f  the Addrefs : T h e  general Uneafinefs that was 
occafioned by this Alteration, and, in particular, 
to a confiderable N um ber o f  Gentlemen in the 
Houfe o f  Com m ons, who have fince become 
zealous Advocates for the D o d rin e  o f  the A lte­
ration, need not now to be remembered, farther 
than ju ft  to obferve, that had the fame Queftion 
been put upon this Bill which was put upon the 
laft, inftead of a Majority o f  five, there would, 
according to all Appearances at that T im e ,  have 
been a Majority o f  upwards o f  fifty : W h y  this 
Queftion was not then put, and why the Meafure 
o f  paffing the Bill fu b  filentio, as it is phrafed, 
and without the Houfe appearing to be apprized 
o f  any fuch Alteration, why this Meafure was, 
at that T im e , preferred to rejefting the Bill, are 
Matters much eafier afked, than it would be to 
refolve them : M any Caufes and Circumftances, 
it is faid, concurred ; and am ong them, it has 
been alledged, that the Friends of this Country 
found themfelves under a Kind o f  temporary 
Neceflity, inftead o f  marching ftraight forward 
in the plain, open, conftitutional Road, to de­
viate for once into this political W in d in g , in 
order to avoid a Snare, which, they conceived, 
fome Folks had been laying for them , with a 
V iew  to entangle them with the Miniftry o ï Eng­
land, and o f  obtaining an Opportunity o f  covering 
their own perfonal and petulant Am bition with 
the fpecious Pretext o f  fingular Zeal for his Majef- 
t y ’s Prerogative : If  this was their M otive, or
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Part o f their Motive for paifing the Bill, it is plain, 
the Event has difappointed them ; and it is to be 
hoped, that future Parliaments will be inftrudted 
from this Example, as, moft happily for Ireland, 
the prefent has been already, never to venture on 
fuch a dangerous and unjuftifiable an Experiment 
o f  Shifts and Expedients, from Conceits and 
Conjectures o f  Policy and Forefight for the 
T im e  to come.

Still it muft be allowed, that the Temptation 
was a great one ; no W onder that/ the very Ap- 
preheniion o f being fet in the Light of Froward- 
nefs to his Majefty, and o f  calling in Queftion 
any o f  his antient Rights, fhould be fhocking to 
Subjedts always diftinguifhed for their zealous 
and moft faithful Attachment to his M ajefty’s 
Perfon, his Family and Government ; and con- 
fcious, that the leaft Intention o f  encroaching on 
his Majefty’s Prerogative was abhorrent to their 
Thoughts : But bitter as this Cup was, they pro­
bably have, by this T im e , been convinced, that 
they would have done well, rather than fuffer 
themfelves to deviate from the ftraight Rule o f 
parliamentary Conduit, to have been contented 
to drink-of it, and left it to T im e  and future Op­
portunities to fet themfel'ves right in the Eye o f  his 
Majefty, and o f  fuch of the Public, as might hap­
pen to be milled; a T im e, they might be fure, 
could not have been far off, w'hen they fhould 
have an Opportunity o f  manifefting to the whole 
W orld, that in regard to the Struggle which at 
that time was actually commenced, the foie O b ­
ject which his faithful Commons had in View, was 
merely to prevent the Power o f  a Primate, and o f  a 
Lord Lieutenant’s Secretary, from growing up 
into a Domination over all the Rights, Properties, 
and Priviledges o f this Country, the laft two Offi­
cers in the Kingdom, who fhould think themfelves 
at Liberty to claim any Power whatfoever in the

Direction
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Direction o f  the internal Interefts, or over the 
Properties and civil Rights o f fuch a Community.

But whatever were the M otives, the Fadt is , 
certainly true, and the Adverfaries o f  this Coun­
try are welcome to m ake all the Ufe o f  it, which 
its real Nature will admit, or their Ingenuity can 
devife ; the Bill, with the Alteration, was then 
actually paffed, and is now to be found in the 
L ift o f  our Statutes : U fe it however as they will, 
it is impoffible that any M an, who looks upon 
T ru th  and fair D ealing to l̂ e eifential Ingredi­
ents in order to g ive  any Tranfaótion the W eigh t 
o f  a Precedent, can ever be brought to admit 
the prefent Tranfadtion into the R ank o f  Prece­
dents. D o  but compare, for a M om ent, the 
Tranfadtion o f  1 749, with this, we are now fpeak- 
ing of, in 1 751 : In the former, every thing was 
open, fimple, and natural ; the Parts all confid­
ent and fimilar ; and the whole the Refult o f  
univerfal Choice, and inward undiiTembled Con­
fent  ̂ in the latter, every material Circumftance 
reverfed ; begun, like the former, in the T e m ­
per o f  chearful Confent, but evidently conclud­
in g  in Diffatisfadlion, Perplexity, and a painful 
Senfe o f  Conilraint : W i l l  any M an contend that 
Tranfandtions ib different, are yet to be con- 
fidered in the fame R ank  o f  Authority ? Far­
ther, ought not every Reafon, which gives 
A uthority to Precedents, have prevented the 
Alteration, which was fo evident a Departure 
from the Precedent o f  1 7 4 9 ?  A n d  will not 
every Reafon which fhall juftify the Adm ini- 
ftration in departing from this Authority, and 
in creating a new Precedent in the Y ear  
1 7 5 1 ,  juftify likewife the Reprefentatives o f 
the People in creatirig, in the fame M anner, a 
new  one in the Y e a r  1753 *, and much more in 
returning back to an old one, prattifed, unques­
tionably, fo lately as the Year 1749, and war­
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ranted by an uninterrupted Courfe o f  Practices, 
at leaft fo far back as the Year 1662 ? And 
laftly, under this Article, may it not be afked, 
in what Senfe is the Tranfaótion in 1751 to be 
accounted a Precedent ? Surely not in the whole, 
for that was made up of two very diiïimilar Parts ; 
and for a ftill ftronger Reafon, not in the firft 
Part, becaufe that was in direót Oppofition to 
the D o it ri ne of previous Confent ; what then is 
there left o f this Tranfaátion to conftitute this 
fingular Precedent o f greatejl IVeigbt?  W h y, 
plainly, no other than this, ‘ 'T hat the Houfe o f  
‘  Commons fuffered an Acknowledgment in their 
‘ Name to continue in a Bill, which had been 
‘ inferted without their Confent ; an Acknow- 
4 ledgment, which their whole Conduit had 
4 clearly demonftrated they never meant to bave 
1 tnade, if  left to themfelves, and which they could 
‘ not probably have made confidently with Truth, 
‘  after the Senfe they had fo recently teftified, in
* regard to the conftitutional parliamentary Right
* o f  this Kingdom, refpefting this Article a Pre­
cedent this, i f  it muft be called a Precedent, which 
may well be lamented, but can never be envied to 
the Adverfaries o f  the parliamentary conftitutional 
Rights o f  this Kingdom. Men who are want­
ing to lay fuch a Strefs on fo fpurious a Tranf- 
aition, cannot more ftrongly confefs that their 
Caufe is utterly deftitute o f all legitimate Autho­
rity.

Thus, having laid the Foundation in one 
remarkable A f t  o f  Parliament in 1665, and 
concluded with another in 1749, the Rem arker 
would gladly hope, that by the preceding Induc­
tion of fo long a Series of intermediate Proofs, it 
muft, at length, be made level to the Apprehen- 
fion, and fatisfadtory to the Judgmrnt o f  every 
plain honeft M an, that the Ploufe o f Commons o f

Ireland,
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Ireland, have been in full Poflfeflion, ahd in the uninter­
rupted E njoym ent  and Exercife of the fol lowing confli- 
tutional Rights, for near a Century of Years.

Fir ft, The eiTential Right of ordering, in virtue of 
their own Authority, all the public Accounts of the Na­
tion to be laid before them.

Secondly, The eflential Right of calling the Officers of 
the Crown to an Account for all Applications of the public 
Money, and of puniihing them for Mif-applications.

And, Thirdly, The moil eflential Right, never once 
called into Queftion before the Year 1751, of pointing 
out to his Majefty, by Heads of Bills, fuch Application of 
public Money at any Time redundant in the Treafury, 
as they, his Majefty’9 fupreme Council for this Kingdom, 
judged moil conducive to his Majefty’s Service, and to the 
Eafe and Safety of his Majeily’s Subjects of this Kjng-
dom. f ^

In confequence of thefe, it mull likewife demonftra- 
bly follow, that to acknowledge an antecedent Neceffity 
of his Majeily’s previous Confent, before the Houfe can 
be at Liberty to point out fuch Applications of public 
Money, would be, in the ftrongeil Terms, to give up 
and renounce one of the moil eiTential and important of 
all parliamentary conilitutional Rights ; and,

Lailly, That the full Enjoyment of all thefe parlia­
mentary Rights* is perfe&ly con fi fient, and evidently cor- 
refpondent with, his Majeily’s full and undiilurbed En­
joyment of every Article of his royal Prerogative, or an- 
tient Rights; of every Prerogative and every Right that 
the worthy Heart of his prefent Majeily would wifh to 
enjoy, and which any Prince can be permitted to enjoy 
confidently with a legal Government, or with any ratio­
nal Security of the Property and Liberties of this Coun­
try ; indeed, confidently with the Safety of the general 
Liberty of Britain , and of the prefent free Britijb  Empire.

Before proceeding to the third and lail Purpofe of thefe 
Remarks, it may not be amifs to conclude the prefent 
Article with the following Obfervation ; that the Policy 
of the Houfe of Commons in letting fo large a Sum remain 
in the Treafury at that Time, without propofing any 
farther Application, would feem extremely well judged ; 
for, as this large Redundancy was principally owing to an 
extravagant Importation of Luxuries, which, in the Na­
ture of the Thing, muil in fome Time neceflarily abate,
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and, in Confequence, the Produce of tfofc Duties be in 
Proportion reduced, nothing would feem to be better 
judged, than to let Money remain in the Treafury againft 
ibch an Event, in order to prevent the NeCeflity of in- 
creafing the Taxes for future Supplies : And it is to be 
hoped, that fo obvious a Refledion will never be fuffered 
by any Friend to this Country to go out of his Thoughts, 
that as there muft: always be a Neceflity on the Houfe of 
Commons of increafing the Taxes for the Support of Go­
vernment, when the former Supplies have proved infuf- 
Jicient ; fo, in order to do equal Juftice to their Confti- 
tuents, there muft be a like Neceflity as often as there fhall 
happen a Redundancy from thefe Supplies, to point out 
fuch an Application of this Redundancy as will beft con­
duce to the Eafe of the People, now that all the Exigen­
cies of Government had alfeady been an five red.

Agreeably to this moft evident Maxim of Juftice and 
OEconomy, the Houfe, who had granted a Supply of 
553>2^71- 12 s. i d. in 1749, grant no more than' 
326,720/. 4/. 2 d. in the Year 1751.

If the above Detail of the Proceedings of Parliament 
proves acceptable to the Reader, he will readily excufe 
the lengthening out of thefe Remarks : But as it is not 
enough to point out the Fallacy of our Author, but like­
wife highly expedient to lay open the malignant Ten­
dency of his Doârine, a fupplemental Number for an- 
fwering this Purpofe, and compleating the Remarker’s 
Intention, lhall be publiihed next Saturday.

E r r a t a  in N umb. III.

jDAGE 12. Line 2. fo r  Having, read Waving. P. 16.
*  L. 25. fo r  And how, read And now.--- Numb. IV.
Pag* 41. Line 2$. fo r  two, read one.
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R E M A R K S
O  N  A

P a m p h l e t , ©V.

A F T E R  the various Arguments, F a& s, 
Precedents, and A d s  o f  Parliament, 
which have been laid before the Public 

in the Courfe o f  thefe Rem arks, may it not be 
fairly prefumed, that the M ind o f  every intelli­
gent and impartial Reader, muft, by this T im e , 
be fully prepared to aifent to the T ru th  o f  the
following Propofitions ?

Firji, So inherent and inviolable are the origi­
nal R ights  o f  M e n , that whatever Powers (hall, 
in reality, be found requifite for eftablifhing a 
valid Security to the Community for the peaceable 
Enjoym ent o f  all fuch Rights, thefe, the People, 
or the Reprefentatives o f the People, are, at all 
T im e s ,  intitled to vindicate and reclaim, upon 
the very fame Principles on which they were 
originally intitled to claim and demand them , on 
the firft Inftitution of their Form o f  Government ; x 
and that no Length o f  T im e , no Variation of 
F orm , no Cuftom s ancient or modern, no Pre­
rogative, nor no A f t  o f  Parliament, can ever be 
pleaded in Bar o f  this Right.

Secondly, T h a t  the Claim  o f  the Houfe of 
Commons of Ireland, to point out to the Crown
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fuch Applications o f  the public Money railed oft 
the Community, in Virtue of parliamentary A u ­
thority, as they judge moft conducive to the Eafe 
o f  the People, and the Service o f Government, 
is not only intitled to the full Benefit o f  the above 
Obfervation, but likewife clearly iilpported by 
unvaried Cuftom, Precedents and A d s  o f  Parlia­
ment, for a long Series o f  Years ; coniëquently, 
that fo far as any late Meafures have had a T e n ­
dency to deprive or abridge the Houfe o f Com ­
mons o f the full Exercife o f  this Claim, fo far 
they muft be confefted injurious in their Nature 
to the undoubted parliamentary Rights o f  this 
Kingdom ; and therefore o f  Neceffity ought to be 
withftood, in the very Manner in which they 
were withftood this laft Seffion of Parliament ; 
otherwife the Houfe o f  Commons muft unavoid­
ably become chargeable with the Guilt o f  having 
given up or betrayed their Country’s conftituti­
onal parliamentary Rights.

_  And now> ]f  the above Propofitions have, in
1 ruth,an unqueftionable Foundation in Reafon, 

Juftice, and Matter o f  F a d ,  can it be any W onder 
that a Majority fhould be found, o f  the Reprefenta­
tives o f  the People, and Guardians of the Rights

P r o p e r f e s ,  and Privileges belongingtothisCountry’
refolute in the Vindication of fo eilential a Right ? 
Gentlemen by this T im e  heartily tired o f  Shifts 
and Expedients, and not a little apprehenftve 
that fomething unfriendly was meant to this K in^

u u '’ T  w rel7  fr" m the R ePetition o f  thoîe 
lll-boading W ords o f  previous Confent, but from
teveral other Incidents, ftill much more alarming : 
On the contrary, are not all Circumftances o f 
\\ onder fwallowed up in this, how fuch a N um ­
ber o f  the Sons of this Country fliouid not only 
be willing to part with, but fome o f  them vehe­
ment and zealous that the Houfe o f  Commons

fhould
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fhould make it their own Act and Deed, cour- 
teoufly to make a furrender o f  this their parental 
goodly Inheritance? It is true, there are but too 
many M en to be found in all Countries, fome o f  
them born to ample PoiTeffions, and others with 
the grovelingCapacities o f acquiring and accumu­
lating large Heaps o f  W ealth , who never once 
taile o f  the heavenly Gift, or feel one lingle 
animating Perception o f  the real Dignity o f human 
Nature, confequently utterly incapable o f  forming 
any ju ft  Apprehenfions o f  the eiTential Rights o f  
M t n ,  and conceiving a Zeal for them, from 
their coming into this W orld till they return to 
their D u il ; but this will not fully account for the 
prefent Appearance.

In this M anner, however, the real F a ils  flood 
in the Beginning o f  this Seilion ; a large Redun­
dancy continuing ilill in the Treafury, and part 
o f  the national D ebt remaining ilill undifcharged, 
his Grace, in his Speech, made the very lame 
Mention of his M aje ily ’s Confent he had made 
the Seilion before ; and the H cuie o f  Commons, 
in regard to this Article, expreiled themfelves in 
the Manner they had done in their former Ad- 
drefs : T h e y  afterwards proceeded to bring in 
the M oney-Bill, and likewife the Heads o f  the 
Bill for the Difcharge o f  this Debt.

It was propofed to the Committee o f  Supply, 
to prefix to the Heads o f  this Bill, the very lame 
Preamble which was Jail Seilion, by the Alteration 
made in England, prefixed to the former ; but 
this was, by the Chairman, and two more o f  the 
M em bers o f  the Com m ittee, fo reiolutely vvith- 
ilood,th atth isSchem ew asdropt; and theH eadsof 
the Bill were brought into the Houfe with feveral 
Recitals, but without any complimentary Pream ­
ble ; and in this Form , contrary to general E x­
pectation, were palled without any Oppofition : 
H ere it is plain, that notwithllandiilg all the

Pains
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Pains that had been taken, and all the Means 
which had been made ufe of, they durft not yet 
venture the IiTue o f  this Matter on a Debate in 
the Houfe : No one can pronounce with Certainty 
what would have been the Confequence o f  fend­
ing over the Bill, after the Preamble to the Bill 
had been debated here, and ordered to be left 
out : But, in all Likelihood, it muft either have 
come back in the Form in which it went over, 
or, at leaft, be accompanied with fome other 
Reafons, than barely an Intimation, in general, 
that his Majefty’s Prerogative made it neceflary 
that fuch a Preamble fhould be prefixed.

Be this as it will, no Obje&ion was made by 
the Secretary, or by any other of the Servants o f  
the Crown, nor by any other Member of the 
Houfe, againft paiiing the Heads o f this Bill, 
without any Acknowledgement o f  ■previous Con­

fent, indeed, without any complimentary A c­
knowledgment whatioever ; nor doth it appear, 
that any Obje&ion was made to this Form in his 
Majefty’s Privy-Council o f  this Kingdom ; 
ftrange, if any Bill ihould be tranfmitted with 
their Approbation, and yet appear to them inju­
rious to his Majefty’s Prerogative ! T h e  Faft, 
however, is certain, that the Bill was fent into 
England without any Preamble, and was tranf­
mitted back hither with the Preamble of the 
former Seffion prefixed, accompanied with a 
Letter, intimating, as has already been men­
tioned, that his Majefty’s Prerogative required 
fuch an Alteration : How it could be conceived 
that his Majefty’s Servants in this Kingdom, 
who had never betrayed either Ignorance or Inat­
tention in regard to his Majefty’s Prerogative, 
and who could not but be beft acquainted with 
the Nature and Extent o f this Country’s conftitu­
tional parliamentary Rights, and, in confequence 
o f  this Knowledge, had, in a Variety o f  Inftances,

already
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already teftified a very ftrong Senfe that thefc 
Rights would be injured by any fuch parliamentary 
Acknow ledgm ent; how it could be imagined, 
that thefe, his M ajefty’s Servants, could be fo 
inftantly illuminated by fo general an Intimation, 
as to caufe them, all at once, to renounce their 
former Principles, and confefs the Necellity o f  a 
previous Confent, is what m ufl wholly be left to 
M en, thoroughly praótifed in political Tram bles, 
to comprehend and explain.

T h e  Event, God be thanked, has fufficiently 
evinced, that nothing could m ake tjiefe honeft 
and able M en, fwerve from their own Senfe o f  
their D uty ; and that, according to their Appre- 
henfion, nothing could more effectually recoin-? 
m end their Services to the Acceptance o f  fo 
righteous and beneficent a Prince, than their 
continuing, through good Report, and bad R e ­
port, invariably faithful to the T ru fts  which had 
been repofed in them by fo loyal, fo unfufpeCting, 
and fo affectionate a People ; upon thefe Princi­
ples, and upon thefe Principles only, they reject­
ed the Bill * and, in confequence, relieved the Ap- 
prehenfions o f  Multitudes o f his Majefty’ s faithful 
and zealous Subjects o f  this Kingdom  from infinite 
Diftrefs. ‘

H avin g  thus made it manifeft, that not one 
Step has been taken in regard to this Bill, but 
what the H oufe o f  Com m ons were laid under an 
unavoidable Neceffity o f  taking, if they meant to 
preferve to the prefent Generation, and to Pofte- 
rity, the ancient, hereditary, and conftitutional, 
parliamentary R ights  o f  this Country :

It only remains, now that the Right itfelf is 
eftablifhed, to fliew the ineftimable Value and 
Importance o f  this R ight ; this will naturally be 
made evident, by fpending a few Pages in exa­
mining the T e n d e n cy  o f  the DoCtrine which our 
Author has found him felf under a Neceffity to

advance,
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advance, in order to juftify the Meafures which 
have been taken to deprive us of this Right.

Were it not that the Policy of it had like to have 
proved our Ruin, it would be pleafant to trace 
down, from the firft Introduction, the various 
Senfes which have been put, or attempted to be 
put, on the uncouth Language of previous Con­
fent. T h e  firft T im e  it was made ufe of, no 
(mail Pains were taken to have it underftood, not 
as intended to exprefs any determinate Meaning 
diftinól from the fubfequent W ord  Recommend, 
but only as a ftrong Manner of his M ajefty’s tes­
tifying his ifitire Approbation o f  fuch an Applica­
tion o f  the public Money, acquainting his Sub- 

jedts, beforehand, that whenever a Bill for fo 
excellent aPurpofe came before him, itfhouldmoft 
aifuredly and readily receive his royal Aifent; 
and the Manner o f paying o ff  the former G ale.of 
the national Debt, having left this Country with­
out any Sufpicion, this Reprefentation for fome 
time had itsEffeft : Indeed, when theMoney-Bill 
was foon after altered in England, in order to intro­
duce this very fame Phrafe, it became unavoid­
able to fufpedt that fomething more was couched 
under it, than what the fimple Folks o f  this 
Country had formerly been wifhed to believe ; 
but even then it was infifted, that there was not 
the leaft Foundation for any Alarm ; that the Words 
had been inferted, not on Account o f  any 
particular fignificant Meaning contained in the 
Phrafe, but on Account o f  the Reípeót that 
always is due to the Speech from the Throne, 
which neceffarily required, that the Preamble o f 
the Bill fliould exa£tly correfpond to the Words 
o f the Speech, and not, as it had been fent from 
hence, to the Words o f  the Addrefs.

In this equivocal State did this Matter reft, till 
this laft Seflîon of Parliament ; but when the very 
fame Language was again repeated and ftriftly

adhered
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adhered to, on the Opening o f  this Seflion, it 
was impoffible any longer not to be convinced 
that iomething unfriendly to the Rights o f  this 
Country muft be ultimately intended by it -, for, 
as it was afterwards argued, with equal Propri­
ety and M odefty, by a young Gentleman in the 
Houfe, either thefe W o rd s muft be affirmed to 
be harmlefs, or otherwife they muft be admitted 
to contain fomething which no Body cares to ex­
plain, and which confequently muft be unfa­
vourable to the R ight o f  this Houfe ; i f  they are 
merely harmleCs, why fo much Pains taken to 
obtrude them upon us ? If  they are hurtful to our 
Rights, is it poflible that any M an can aifign a 
good Reafon, why they are ib zealoufly con­
tended for, within the W alls  of this Houfe ?

But though all were agreed, that fomething 
unhofpitable muft o f  Neceflity be meant, it 
was not yet cleared up what this precife M eaning 
was : In this M atter we were foon farther in- 
ftrutted, by the Letter which accompanied the 
altered Bill from England ; there we are told, 
that the taking Notice o f  his M ajefty ’s previous 
Confent, in a Cafe o f  this Nature and Impor­
tance, is abfolutely neceflary for the Support o f 
his Prerogative and Dignity. T h is  lets us much 
farther into the determinate M eaning than ever 
w e had got before.

A n  apprehended Oppofition between his M a ­
jefty’s Prerogative and the Claim o f  the Houfe o f  
Commons is here clearly pointed out : But even 
this is very far from com ing up to the full extent 
and Operation o f  the D o d rin e  intended to be efta- 
blifhed by our A uthor, and his Patrons, in regard 
tc^previous Confent: In the Letter, we have
mention only o f  his M ajefty ’s Prerogative, not 
o f  any ancient and permanent Right. Preroga­
tive is no more than an indefinite Pow er, which 
the Crown is at Liberty to take up and exert, as

B often
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often as it is neceiTary for, or conducive to the gene­
ral Safety of the Community, and confiflent with 
the legal and conftitutional Rights o f the feveral 
refpedtive Members ; and muft always be laid 
down, as foon as it appears to interfere with the 
general Good, or thf conftitutional legitimate 
Rights o f any of the Subjedts :

A  full Explanation o f  the whole M yflery and 
Force o f this Dodtrine was referved for him, and 
properly referved for him, as, in all Appearance, 
no Perfons could be fo well qualified to explain it 
as fome o f  his Patrons. T h e  Dodtrine then, as 
he has laid it down in his Confiderations, is no 
other than this.

T h a t the Parliament o f  Ireland fhould be 
obliged to acknowledge, that the Crown is 
poffeffed o f  an antient permanent Right to the 
Application of all public M oney brought into the 
Treafury : T h a t the King is the foie Judge o f  the 
proper Occafion, the proper T im e , and the 
proper Sum, in all Inftances o f  fuch Application : 
T h a t no other Power in the Conftitution can have 
the leaft Pretence, or Shadow o f  Right to point 
out, or in any Manner to intimate, their W ifhes 
in regard to any Application of this Sort, with­
out firft having obtained his Majefty’s Leave to 
propofe fuch Application.

T h a t the King, it is true, ought to apply all 
this Money for tlje Eafe o f  his People, and the 
public Service o f  the Nation ; but that there is no 
Power upon Earth that has a Right to call for an 
Account, whether this Money has been in Fadt 
applied agreeably to this conftitutional T ru ft  or 
not.

T h a t the Parliament, it is likewife true, has a 
Right to punifh thofe who fhall wickedly adrâfe 
fuch Adis as would be a Breach of this public 
Truft ; but that they can have no Power o f  
coming at the Knowledge, whether any Perfons

had
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had given fuch wicked A dvice, or not, unlefs the 
Perfons who were guilty o f  the Breach o f  T ru ft, 
in confequence o f  this A dvice, fhall gracioufly 
condefcend to fuffer the neceifary Evidence to be
laid before them.

T h a t  there is a R ight in the Commons to grant 
as much M oney out o f  the Pockets o f  the People 
as they can, by any Influence, be prevail’d on to 
grant -, but that the People can never have any 
other Means o f  knowing, except by their feeling 
the fenfible EfFedts, whether this M oney comes 
afterwards to be applied to their Eafe, or to their 
Oppreifion ; to the Service o f  the Public, or to 
the total D eftrudion o f  its moft ineftimable 
Liberties.

T h a t  this is the real D o&rine o f  our Author, 
ftript indeed o f  ibme o f  this equivocal and fmooth 
founding W ords, but void, at the fame T im e ,  
o f  all unfair Exaggeration, every Reader may 
fatisfy himfelf, by a careful Review of the whole 
o f  his Pamphlet, and particularly by looking into 
the Pages ipecified below * : A nd that this D o c­
trine is deftruftive o f  all legal Government, far 
beyond every thing that was taught by Judges or 
D oilors, under Charles I. cannot be denied, 
when this new Engine o f  T yran n y, the main 
Springs o f  which, all ready made by our Author, 
and eafy to be put together, i f  ever thefe Lands 
fliall be curfed with a Tyrant, are for a M om ent 
examined ; for what will be wanting, but to 
procure a Houie o f Com m ons, by m aking them 
Sharers in the Spoil, to ft rip their Conftitucnts of 
their Property, under the Sanction o f  the Confti- 
tution, and, at the fame Time, render the 
People acquiefcent under the Sente ot their 
M ifery, by m aking them believe that nothing has 
happened to them but what was according to Law .

B  2 Suppofe,
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Suppofe, but for a Moment, rhat a Pnnce, o f 
theSpirit o f  Charlesll. fhould,at fome future diftant 
T im e, fucceed to the Government of thefe King­
doms, utterly inattentive to the Good or 1 1 1  o f 
his Subjedls, careful for nothing but to keep his 
Whores in good Humour, his Miniiters from 
teazing him, and to have Money at his Com­
mand ; fuppofe fuch a Prince to receive ample 
Supplies, in the Manner that Supplies are grant­
ed at prefent, for anfwering the recurring D e­
mands of the civil and military Eilablifhment, 
and every other of the ufual Purpofes o f  Govern­
m ent; fuppofe him once more, inftead of apply­
ing the Produce o f  thefe Supplies towards anfwer­
ing thefe ufeful and neceifary Purpofes, to call 
for the largeit Share o f  this Money, in order to 
anfwer fome more favourite Purpofes o f his own, 
and to leave the feveral Orders o f  Men, depending 
upon Government, to fhift for themfelves till the 
next SeiTion o f  Parliament ; promifing them, in 
the mean T im e, that all fhould be made up to 
them, when the Parliament met.

In what a wretched Situation muft this poor 
Parliament inftantly find itfelf, on its firft fitting 
down? T h e  Treafury quite empty, and all Or­
ders o f Men, jn the Service o f  Government, 
civil, military, and contingent, furious, like 
hungry Lyons let loofe to feek for Food ; invi- 
roned in this Manner, what Rem edy, think you, 
has our Author’s W  lidom deviied ? W liy , truly,

to wiTH-HOLD future Grants, in Proportion to 
‘ Mif-applications ! ’

Can a Man mean honeftly who writes in this 
Manner ? Principles o f Juftice and Honour the 
Prince we are fpeaking o f  is fuppofed to have 
none ; our Author has told us, that the Confti- 
tution has left him without any Reftraint befides, 
in regard to his Manner o f  applying the M oney, 
gianted as Supplies for the Purpofes o f  Govern­

ment ;
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ment; thefe Purpofes o f  Government muft, o f  
Neceffity, be carried on, though the Prince fhould 
be ever fo unfaithful to his conftitutional T ru ft, 
and yet our Author makes no Difficulty o f  alluring 
the Public, that ‘ they are not without a Re- 
‘  mcdy in Cafe o f  Abufe ; the true parliamentary 
‘ Checque, faith he, will always remain, tow itb- 
‘ bold future Grants W h a t think you, courteous 
Reader, would not a Refolution or a Vote o f  this 
fort, carried from the Houfe to the Deputies o f  
ten or twelve thoufand armed M en  ready to 
perifh for W ant, and to mutiny for Pay, be an 
extremely happy Expedient to fatisfy their H un ­
ger a«d turn away their W rath  ? O r is it not an 
Infult on every M an ’s Underftanding to talk o f  
fuch Rem edies ? But without putting Cafes o f 
diftant Contingencies, is it not evident, that had 
the D o&rine o f  this Pamphlet, fo zealoufly propa­
gated and difperfed, received the Sanction o f  the 
H oufe o f  Com m ons, by their paffing this Bill, it 
would next Seffion o f  Parliament be a reafonable 
A nfw er, i f  the Accounts fhould be aiked for, 
Gentlem en, his Majefty has nothing to defire o f 
you but the ufual Supplies, whát Occafion, 
therefore, to look into the Accounts ? And yet 
w ho doth not fee, that as the aétual taking away 
the prefent Redundancy remaining in the T r e a ­
fury would ruin the Kingdom , fo the very Ap- 
prehenlions that it was liable to be taken away, 
would effectually put a Stop to the Circulation 
of, at leaft, one half o f  the Com m erce carried on 
in this Country : Indeed, whoever has any Idea 
o f  the Operation o f  Pannics, muft readily agree 
that this, in all Probability, would, at this very 
H our, have proved the fad and unpreventable 
Confequence, if  this Bill had pafled.

W h a t  dreadful and accumulated M ifch ief has 
this Nation m olt happily efcaped, in an Extre­
m ity  o f  Danger ; the greater the Extrem ity,

the
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the more precious, doubtleis, ought our Deliver» 
ance to be held, and, likewife, the manly Refo- 
lution o f  our worthy Reprefentatives, by whofe 
compofed Fortitude this Deliverance was accom- 
plifhed ; but how inexpreflibly painful is it, to re- 
f led  on the amazing Caufes which brought on this 
Extremity ! T h a t one or two M en confcious o f  be­
ing utterly deilitute o f fuch Qualifications, as are 
moil eifentially requifite for conciliating the per­
manent Confidence of any fober and liberal 
minded Community, fhould yet take it into their 
Hearts to afpire to the principal Direction over 
all the Interefts, external and internal, relative 
to this Country, is an Event, which, in all Con- 
fcience,. is ,  of itfelf, full enough o f  W ond er; 
but that Gentlemen o f  this Kingdom, fome o f  
them poiTeiling thefe Qualifications themfelves, 
and none of them at a Lofs in regard to Numbers 
o f  their Countrymen well deferving this confti- 
tutional Truft, fhould have confpired to gratify 
this moil groundlefs and immoral Ambition, and 
to gratify it by concurring in Meafures, all o f  
them unfriendly, and fome of them, in their 
Tendency, utterly deftru&ive of the principal . 
Intereils and Rights o f this Nation, what can fo 
fingular an Appearance as this, fo totally out of 
Nature, be otherwife refolved into, than down­
right Fafcinatiqn ?

W h at avails it for M en to call themiêlves 
W higs, and, at the fame T im e, a il  a Part 
direflly fubverfive o f  all Liberty ?

Can there one Inftance be aifigned, fince the 
Beginning o f  the W orld, o f  a Country retaining 
its Liberty, after t-he principal Direction o f  the 
Purfe o f  the People was got into the Hands o f  
thofe, who already had the fupreme Dire&ion 
o f  the Force o f  the Society ?

Is it not demonftrable, from the Nature o f  the 
T h in g, that it is impoflible for human W ifdom

tp
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to devife any other valid Security for the Rights 
o f  the People, than by keeping in their Power 
that neceflary Engine, without the Application 
o f  which the Force o f  the Society can neither 
be collected nor fet into Motion. It is not ta lk­
ing, and drinking o f  T oafts, that conftitutes a 
W h ig .  N o  M an is a W h ig  who doth not look 
upon the Prefervation o f  the natural Rights of 
M en , his Neighbour’s, as well as his own, to be 
the firft and m oil eifential Purpofe o f  every legi­
timate Form  o f  civil Government.

N o  M an is a W h ig  who does not think it his 
D uty, upon all fuitable Occafions, to hazard his 
L ife  in fupport o f  a Government o f  Law s, in op- 
pofition to the infolent Domination and arbitrary 
W il l  o f  any M an, or Junto o f  M en, be he or 
they ever fo m uch elated by their brief Authority.

N o  M an  confequently can be a W h ig , who is 
not zealous to preferve the principal Power over 
the M oney o f  the People in the Hands o f  their 
Reprefentatives j this being the only valid con- 
ftitutional M eans, by  which a Governm ent o f  
L aw s can be maintained. H o w  many M en are 
there, who will be furprized to find themfelves 
ftript o f  their favourite Apellation by fuch a 
Description ? T h e y  would do well, however, for 
a M om ent to refled , that this may not be owing 
to any M iftake in the Defcription. Is it not, in 
T ru th , a p e r fe d  M o ck ery , for any M an to pre­
tend to the Character o f  a W h ig ,  and yet to aifert 
that the Crown is pofleiTed o f  a conftitutional 
Power to apply the M oney o f  the People, either 
to the G ood or H urt o f  the People who gave it, 
as the Crown fhould fee fit ; which yet muft be 
the D odrine o f  our Author, when he affirms, 
that the Houfe o f  Com m ons has no R ig h t to call 
this T ru ftee  Power, or the Officers a d in g  under 
it, to an Account ?

[ 15 ]
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M u ft not the Q ueftion be for ever recurring, 
what can be the M e a n in g  o f  the unufual and 
am azing M eafures o f  late taken up in regard to 
this C oun try  ; accom panied, and attem pted to 
be fupported by D o d rin e s  o f  a T e n d e n c y  fo 
evidently pernicious ? avow edly and zealoufly 
fupported by the extraordinary Pains w hich  have 
been taken in difperfing the Com position co n ­
taining thefe D o d rin e s  ; containing them  with 
this m oft infolent C om m ination, at the C lofe  o f  
the Pam phlet, ‘  T h a t  w hoever ihall go about to 
‘  expofe the real T e n d e n c y  ó f  thofe M eafures,
‘  and o f  the D o d r in e s  b y  w hich they are m eant 
c to be juftified , muft lay their A c c o u n t ’ (fo our 
Author exprefly g ives  W a rn in g )  ‘ to be made 
‘  anfwerable for the Confequences o f alienating the 
‘  Minds o f bis Majejly s Subjeils in this Kingdom,
6 from the Government, a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  
6 f r o m  t h e  P e r s o n  o f  h is  M a j e s t y . *  D id  
our A u th o r  re c o ile d  that there ever had been 
fuch M e n  in this C ountry as the Earl o f  Strafford, 
and Sir Conjlantine Phipps, when he expreifed 
h im fe lf  thus ? B u t whether he did or not, m akes 
but very little D ifference.

Various have been the A tte m p ts  to alienate the 
Affeótions o f  the Proteftant S u b je& s o f  Ireland 
from his M ajefty ; and no W o n d e r  that his M a ­

je f ty ’s E n em ies ftiould be inceifantly at w o rk  in 
repeating fuch A ttem p ts , as the hitherto indiifo- 
lu b le  U n io n  o f  that powerful Body o f  Subjects, 
m uft neceifarily be beheld with A n gu ifh  o f  
H eart, b y  all his treacherous Subjects at h om e, 
and b y  all the m alevolent States and Princes 
abroad ; beheld  as one o f  the m oft im pregn able  
B u lw arks o f  his M aje fty ’s Perfon, G o v e rn m e n t, 
and F am ily . T h a n k s  be to  G o d , they have 
all proved as foolifh and vain as th ey w ere w ic k ­
ed ; but i f  our A u th o r and his Patrons can find 
out the Secret o f  m ak in g  this w orthy B od y o f

Subjects,
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Subjects, in oppofition to their Senfes, to aiïent 
to the Do&rine o f  this parting Admonition, the 
W o r k ,  it m ull be confeiTed, will be then well 
nigh accomplifhed, alike to the W iihes o f  the 
would-be Lords o f  this Country, and o f  his M a­
je fty ’s Enemies.

I f  the honeft Subjects o f  this Kingdom can be 
once made to believe, that the Indignation they 
may have, at any T im e , felt, at the Thoughts 
o f  a Primate, and o f  a tranfient Minifter’s tran- 
fient Secretary acquiring the principal Direótion 
o f  the Interefts o f  this Country, was chargeable 
with the Guilt o f  ju ft fo much Indignation con­
ceived againft the Perion o f  his Majefty ; if  they 
can be made to believe this, at the very fame 
Point o f  T im e  when their Hearts were rejoicing 
within them, from the Senfe o f  living under the 
Governm ent o f  a Prince, who they knew would 
never endure that his Proteftant Subjefts o f  Ire­
land fhould, at any T im e ,  be brought under fo 
odious a Domination ; or,

I f  thefe honeft Subjects can be onde made to 
believe, that whatever Diflatisfaftion they m ay 
be unavoidably led to conceive againft particular 
Inftances in an Adminiftration, tending ever fo 
obviouily, in their Apprehenfion, to ftrip this 
Country o f  an effential Part o f  its Priviledges and 
Rights ; to divide the Strength o f  its Proteftant 
Inhabitants, to dry up the Sources o f  our national 
Induftry and W ealth , and to diveft the Gentle­
m en o f  this Country o f  their ufual and rightful 
Share in adminiftring the internal Interefts and 
Regim en o f  this Kingdom  ; i f  they can be made 
to believe, that all fuch Diflatisfadlion, though 
conceived folely againft certain Meafures in the 
M inifter or his Favourites, are yet capable o f  being 
conftrued intoib many Inftances o f  Difaffedt ion con­
ceived perfbnally againft his Majefty, and capable

C
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of this Conftruftion in the very Hour in which their 
Eye o f filial Confidence is, with all Humility, 
turned towards his Majeily, as able and willing 
to deliver them from all fuch painful Apprehen- 
fions ; if  fuch Conceptions as thefe could once be 
made Part o f the Creed o f  the Proteftants of Ire­
land, as all o f them are plainly imply’d in this 
lait Article o f  the Doftrine o f our Author, then 
indeed muil thofe faithful Subjefts o f his Majefty 
be contented to bear the Imputation, in direA 
Oppofition to their own moft fenfible Feelings, 
o f  Difaffeótion to his Majefty, or elfe to fubmit 
their Necks quietly to whatever Yoke a Minifter, 
or a Confident o f  a Minifter, fhall think fit to clap
round them.

But our modern Macbiavehans would feem to 
be but very ill inftrufted in the Craft o f  their 
Calling; for though the T rick , however ftale, 
may ftill be a good one, when pra&ifed at Court 
by the Hand o f  an Artift, begetting Perfwafion 
in the Breaft o f  the Prince, that ‘ Oppofition to 
‘ his Minifter is Difaff'eótion to h im ; ’ yet this 
becomes all Nonfenfe and Abfurdity, more mon- 
ftrous than the Do&rine of Tranfubftantiation, 
when attempted to be infinuated into the Belief
of the People.

It is known unto all M en, t h a t  the Proteftants 
of Ireland were univerfally and moft zealoufly 
attached to his Majefty’s Perfon and Government, 
when this prefent Adminiftration firft had its 
Commencement, nor is there at this Hour the 
leaft Caufe to doubt but that this Spirit and T e m ­
per will continue the fame after this Adminiftration 
fhall come to its Period : It is impoflible that any 
thing can alter the afFe&ionate Loyalty o f  the good 
Subjeds o f Ireland, but fome fatal Alteration in the 
Caufe which originally begot, and has hitherto che- 
rifhed and augmented that affedlionate Loyalty.

T h e
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T h e  prefent royal Family fucceeded to the 
Crown, becaufe it was fo fettled by the L aw s o f  
the Land ; but the Reafon why fuch Tranfports of 
Joy accompanied this Succeifion on its firft taking 
place, was becaufe a moft thorough Confidence had 
already been created, that, under their righteous 
and benign Adminiftration, Great Britain and 
Ireland would foon be made the ^raife or the 
Envy o f  every other Nation upon Earth.

A n d  to their immortal Honour be it pro­
nounced, becaufe it can be pronounced with 
T r u th ,  that the Event has m oil compleatly cor- 
refponded with this moft joyo u s Expectation : 
N ever had the Dominions o f  Britain and Ireland, 
and perhaps never has any other Country upon 
Earth fo long enjoyed, in fuch full Significancy 
and Extent, the ineftimable Bleflings o f  a righteous 
free and legal Government ; enjoyed them, not 
only with the full Confent o f  the two truly Patriot 
Princes, who have hitherto ruled over us, but, in 
relpedt particularly to his prefent excellent M a ­
jefty, enjoyed them , and at this H our enjoy 
them, in confequence o f  his heroically expofing 
his own precious L ife ,  and likewife a L ife  ftill 
perhaps dearer to him  than his own, in vindi­
cating and fecuring to his People, and their Pof- 
terity, thofe ineftimable Bleifings.

T h e  F a it ,  in reality, is no other than this, nor 
does the W riter know  any Reafon why it fhould 
not be fpoken out, that the principal Caufe o f the 
peculiarly zealous Attachm ent and AfFedtion o f  his 
M ajefty ’s Proteftant Subjedts o f  Ireland to the Per- 
fon and Fam ily o f  his prefent M ajefty, was, and 
is, their having been invariably accuftomed to 
contemplate his M ajefty as at the Head o f  the 
nobleft Body o f  M en  upon Earth, all the truly 
liberal and magnanimous fpirited W h ig s  o f Great 
Britain and Ireland-, him felf a truly royal and un­
alterable Lover and After tor o f  Liberty : N o  B o d y

C  2  Wl i l
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will difpute but that the principal Chara&eriftic of 
his Majefty, is likewife the eifential Charadteriftic 
of a W h ig , non minus Libert at is alienee, quam Dig- 
nitatis fuce tnemor ; it is thus the inimitable Roman 
Hiftorian gives you, by one Stroke of his Pencil, a 
moft lively Conception o f  the exalted Merit o f  an 
old favourite Imperator, in the firft A g e  o f  that 
Commonwealth; and from that A g e  till now, 
every Man having that Spirit in him, and no Man 
wanting that Spirit, has been, or can be a W hig.

So long as fo powerful a Caufe as this fhall 
remain, the Operation and Effedts muft likewife 
remain; and if, at any future Period, a Caufe of 
this Nam re fhould come fatally to alter, it is im- 
poflible but in Proportion the Effedts muft come 
likewife foon after to alter : W here Feelings are 
concerned, W ords cannot long hide from M en 
the real Nature o f  Things ; and therefore muft it 
be alike for the Benefit o f  the Prince and o f  the 
People, that from Generation to Generation it 
ihoukl be for ever moft clearly underftood, that 
in fpite o f  all Habits o f  AfFedtion for Families, 
the liberal fpirited Subjedt will always make the 
Diftinftion, where Nature and Senfe have before­
hand pointed out the Difference ; and fuch will 
be the Language of every free-born Mind :

Amicus Georgius tertius, quartus, aut quintus,
Sed magis arnica Patria et Libertas Populi Bri- 

tanici.

‘  A  Defcendant o f  George the Firft and Second,
* for that very Reafon, will always be dear ;
‘  but the Liberty o f my Country, and theProf-
* perity o f  Britain, muft ftill be much dearer.’

On the whole, when we behold an Author 
thus rifing up, patronized bv the Great, and

ftruggling
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ltruggling hard to fix an Imputation o f  Difafleftion
011 fome of the moil dutiful Subjects that ever any 
Prince had, fo zealoufly loyal, that the only 
W ifh  left for his Majefty to form, is, that all the 
reft o f  his Subjefts were but as well affected as 
they ; when we behold an Attem pt, io groundlefs 
and odious, thus avowedly made, and accompa­
nied with Circumftances o f  fo extraordinary a N a ­
ture, is it poffible not to fuipeft that fome ferious 
M ifchicf is impending, in which the K ing and 
thefe his truly right hearted Subjefts may be 
equally involved.

It is not for an oblcure and a namelefs W riter 
to m ake any mention o f  Defiance ; but it is readily 
left to the Heart o f  this Author, and to the 
Hearts o f  his Patrons, to bid Defiance to them- 
felv^s, and to all the W o rld  befides, toaflign any 
one fingle Circumftance, whereupon to ground this 
Imputation o f  Diiaffeftion, except what fhall be 
found fairly contained in the few following Articles ; 
Articles which it is apprehended will be all readily 
confeifed, and the only Articles ; on the Side o f  
the Houfe o f  Com m ons and the People, which, 
from the Com m encem ent o f  the prefent Adm i- 
niftration till this very Hour, can, with the leaft 
Appearance o f  T ru th  and Juftice, be brought to 
their Charge ; and therefore, on thefe Articles 
the M erits o f  the Caufe o f  this Country, in 
Oppofition to all its Adverfaries, are moft readily 
refted.

FirUy It is moft readily confefled, that the 
H oufe o f  Com m ons and the Nation have, from 
the Beginning till now, teftified a truly conftitu- 
tional Reluftance againft a permanent powerful 
Ecclefiaftic, utterly unconnected perhaps, either in 
point o f  Intereft or Fam ily Alliance, with the Prof- 
perity and Liberty o f  this Country, ever acquiring



the principal Direction o f  the civil Interefts o f 
this Kingdom ; and alfo a like Difinclination, 
that a tranfient Secretary of a tranfient Lord Lieu­
tenant ihould ever acquire the principal Influence 
and Leading in the Houfe o f Commons.

Secondly, It is alfo confefled, that the Houfe of 
Commons and the Nation fhewed a hearty Difin­
clination, that the T rade of this Country, in its 
moil eflential Article, the principal Source o f  our 
national Induftry and W ealth, ihould be brought 
into fuch a State, as, however harmlefs in Inten­
tion, muil in F a d  have put ii in the Power of 
its clandeiline Enemies fo fatally to hurt, as in 
time to deftroy it.

Thirdly, It is confefled, that the Houfe o f  
Commons did teilify their Difapprobation of a 
grofs Mif-application of the public M oney, com­
mitted by an Officer o f  the Crown, to the waiting 
o f  the public Money, and to the manifeft Injury of 
his Majefty’ s Troops ; and that they afterwards 
teftified their Diflatisfadion with this Gentleman, 
one o f  their own Members, for being guilty o f  a 
Contempt of their Authority relative to a Repara­
tion o f  this Injury, by expelling him the Houfe.

Fourthly, it is confefled, that the Houfe 
o f  Commons, did, this Seflion, refolutely and 
ftedfaftly refufe their Confent to diveft them­
felves o f  what they were firmly convinced 
was their ftridly conftitutional and inherent 
Right, in regard to the Application o f pub­
lic M oney, originally raifed o ff  the People, in 
Virtue o f  their Authority ; a Right which could 
not be given up, without diverting this Country 
o f  every Security for a faithful Application of 
the public M oney, but what, for the future, 
muft altogether depend merely on the Knowledge 
and on the W ill o f the Prince.

A n d
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And finally, it is confefTed, that it has been 
Matter o f  univerlal Regret to his M ajefty ’s faith­
ful Proteftant Subjedts o f this Kingdom , that 
Means could have been found out to give hi* 
M ajefty unfavourable Impreffions o f  lome o f  his 
ableft Servants, and others moft loyal Subjects 
in this Country ; and that thefe Subjedts continue 
(till to be held in high and univerfal Efteem and 
AfFedtion by their Proteftant Brethren, propor­
tioned to their known M erit and unalterable F i­
delity to his M ajefty ’s Perion, Fam ily, and G o ­
vernm ent ; a Fidelity to which, perhaps, there 
is not a fingle Proteftant Subject in this K in g ­
dom, who has had any Opportunity o f  knowing 
them , that would not, from a Senfe o f  Juftice, 
think him felf obliged, in the ftrongeft T e rm s, 
to bear his unfeigned Teftim ony.

I f  thefe, or any o f  thefe, Articles be juftly  
chargeable with the leaft difrefpedtful Circum- 
ftance towards his M ajefty ’s Perfon and G overn­
m ent, then fhall it freely be confeiTed, that a 
moft faithful and afFedtionately loyal Houfe o f  
Com m ons, and the equally well-afFedted uni­
verfal Body o f  the Proteftant Subjedts o f  this 
K ingdom , are, unknown to themfelves, becom e 
difaffedted, in fome magical M anner, to his 
M ajefty  and his Government : But if, on the 
contrary, all and each o f  thefe Articles m uft, o f  
necefFity, be acknowledged perfedtly innocent, 
praife-worthy, and conftitutional, then would 
this Author and his Patrons do well to look 
nearer hom e ; for, i f  the W riter doth not grofly 
deceive  him felf, it has, in the Courfe o f  thefe 
Papers, been moft clearly, and in all Points, de- 
monftrated, that the prefent diftradted State o f  
this Country has had its whole Origin and Pro- 
grefs from quite a difFerent Quarter, than either 
the late worthy M ajority o f  the univerfally loyal

Houfe
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Houfe of Commons, or the general Body of his 
Majeily’s moil faithful and zealous Proteilant 
Subjeds of Ireland.

Had the W riter been aware that fo compleat 
a Vindication o f  the Proceedings o f  the Houfe 
of Commons, as has, within thefe few Days, 
been publifhed, was fo foon to come abroad, he 
would, probably, have faved his Readers the 
Trouble of the fourth Number of Remarks ; 
though he is far from refleding on his own L a ­
bour with regret, as fo remarkable and general 
a Coincidence o f Evidence, where there was no 
Communication, and efpecially in regard to fo 
capital a Point, cannot but ferve, in fome mea­
fure, to give the fuller Satisfadion to the Public, 
that what has thus been laid before them mull 
have its Foundation in T r u t h ^
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E r r a t a  in this N u m b e r .

PAGE II. Line 17 . fo r  this, read his. P. 16. L. 23. 
f o r did or not, read did or did not.
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The W riter o f  the Letter, publ'tfhed in the Gazette o f  Feb. 16, 

1754, having continued it  in that Paper a confidcrable 'Time 
after an Anfwer had been given to it in a flying Half-Sheet, 
it is thought proper to reprint both the Letter and the Anfwer 
in the following Manner9 to give the better Opportunity to the 
Public o f  judging how f a r  this Letter tends to ifivalidate the 
Argument, drawn from  the Inflance o f  Sir Henry Tichburn, 
in the Third Number o f  the R e m a r k s .

To the P r i n t e r s  of the DUBLIN GAZETTE.
SIRS,

THE Author of Remarks cn a Pamphlet, intitled Confederations on 
the late B ill for paying the National Debt, &c. has, in his third 

Number, mentioned the Clauiè of the fécond Hearth-Money A£t 
in favour of Sir Henry Tichbourne, in the Year 1666, as an Inftance 

of an Appropriation of Money, which had been before granted to 
His then Majefty, without the leaji Trace of any Parlianentary Ac­
knowledgement of His Majefty s previous Confent ; but as he has thought 
proper to omit a material Proceeding, relative to this Affair, which 
will ihew that this Bounty was humbly defired as a GIFT from His 
Majefty, and that the Heads of the Bill were not prepared by the 
Houiê of Commons, it is but Juftice to the Reader, to refer him to 
the Journals of the Houie of Commons, Vol. II. Pages 490 and 
491, where he will find a Committee appointed “  to wait on His 
“  Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and humbly to defire from the 
4* Houfe, that His Grace would be pleafed, upon the Tranfmiffion 
“  of any Bill into EN GLAN D , for the further fettling of the Reve- 
€t nue of Hearth-Money, to infert a Claufe, for paying out of the 
M faid Revenue unto the faid Sir Henry Tichbourne, his Executors, 
*l Adminiftrators, or AiTigns, the Sum of Two Thoufand Pounds, 
« AS A  G IF T  F R O M  HIS M A JE STT  in Lieu of the faid Ward- 
“  fhip, and in Teftimony of His Majefty’s gracious Acceptance of 
“  the faid Sir Henry Tichbourne % faithful and loyal Services.”

What Argument therefore can be drawn from this Precedent, in 
Support of a Conftitutional Title and Right in the Houfe of Commons, 
to fend over the late Heads of a B ill in the Manner they did, is fub- 
mitted to the Determination of every intelligent Reader, and is here 
inlèrted as a Specimen of the Remarker s Candour. I  am, &c.

W. R

An Anfwer to a L E T T E R ,  publilhed in the Gazette of Feb. ltf, 
1754, relating to the Money-Bill. /

WHEREAS a Letter has been publiihed in the Dublin Gazette 
of this Day, impeaching the Candour of the Author ot 

Remarks, &c. in his Manner of reprefenting the Article relating 
to Sir Henery Tichburn> in the third Number of faid Remarks; it 
may be of fome Ufe to the Publick to lay before them, in a few 

p i  * D Words,



Words, the true State of this Matter: The Point to be proved by
* the Remarker was this ; that the Houfe of Commons, fo far back
* as Óbarles the Second, claimed a Liberty in their own Right, of 
1 pointing out to his Majefty an Application of Money, ar.iecedent- 
1 îy granted to his Majefty, &c. in Perpetuity f  and the Fafts 
aduced by the Remarker in Proof of this Point were thefe two 
following.

* Fir ft, that the Houfe of Commons, in the Year i 66z, dire&ed 
€ their Committee to prepare a Claufe to be infer ted in a Bill,
* which they had formerly ordered to be prepared by this Commit-
* tee/ which Claufe was, ‘ for giving Satisfattioa unto Sir Henry
* Ticbburn, in Lieu of a Wardihip granted unto him by his Majefty,
* in fuch Way and Manner as they fhall think fit.’ The next Fait 
was, that in an Adt of Parliament paifed in this Kingdom in the 
Year 1665, tl\ere are thefe expref> Woitis, ‘ that in Satisfaction
* of his Services and Lolfes, He, v iz. Sir Henry licbburn fhall
* receive two thoufand Pounds out of fuch of the Monies as are} or
* lhall be, levied out of the Hearths,

Now let this Letter-writer an fixer > but pray let it not be in a 
News-paper, are not thefe two Fads in every Article and Circum-
ftance true ? ------And if true, do they not prove to, a Demonftrâ
tion, that the Houfe of Commons claimed the Right of pointing 
out to his Majefty, and of pointing it out by Heads of a Bill, 
an Application of Money antecedently granted to bis Majefly in Per■* 
petuity ? Do they not likewife prove an adtual Appropriation of this 
Money by Parliament, tho’ it had been granted to his Majefty in 
very abfolute Terms three Years before? And doth not the firft 
Fa£t clearly (hew, that the Houfe of Commons were the firJl Movers 
in Regard to fuch Application, and that far from making any par­
liamentary Acknowledgment of his Majefty’s previous Confent, 
there is not the leaft Trace at that Time of his Majefty’s ever 
having fignified that he would confent ; indeed, all Çircumftances 
confpire to ihew there never had been any fuch Intimation : And 
in Regard to the fécond Fa£t, is npt the Adi of Parliament utterly 
void of the fmalleft Traces of any fuch parliamentary Acknowledg­
ment ?

Here then we have every Circumftance requifite, fb far as P r e c e t  
d e n t  can be requifite, to juftify the Manner of Proceeding of our 
Houfe of Commonŝ  in fending over the Heads of the late Bill ; nay, 
much ftionger Çircumftances than the late Cafe required -, our pre­
fent Houfe of Commons did no more than bring in Heads of a Bill, 
in Regard to the Application of redundant Money, formerly, indeed, 
granted to the King, but granted, only in Aid of other Fundsy for 
anfwering the Exigencies of Government for two Years, which were 
juft then expiring, and in thofe Heads took no Notice of his Majef­
ty’s previous Confent, which had been fignified to them : The Houfe 
of Commons in the Reign of Charles the fécond order a Claufe to be 
inferred in Heads of a Bill for the Application of Money granted be­
fore to the Crown in Perpetuity, without having had any Intimation
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of previous Con/ent, or any Imagination that jiiçh Intimation could 
in any Sort be requifite ; looking on it as their undoubted Right to 
point out to his Majefty fuch Applications of Money, as they, the 
great Council ot the Nation, thought ufeful, Money granted by 
themlelves for the Ufes of Government} all this mult of Neceflity 
ftand acknowledged and confeifed, for fuch ftubborn Fails cannot 
be denied. Ay, lays the Letter-writer, but ftill ‘ the Rc marker has 
4 thought proper to omit a material Proceeding relating to this /iffair 
might he not omit, without thinking it proper to omit? But is this 
Proceeding ib material as to make void, or in any Manner invalidate 
the above Proofs ? If not, the Remarker muil confequently ftand free 
of all Cenfure, but that of not multiplying Quotations beyond what 
were neceflary. However, the Letrer-writer ihail have abundant 
Matter of Conviction, I will not fay of ÙatisJafiion, in Regard to 
bis Quotation from the Journal.

In order to this, He is to be inftru&ed, * that at the Time we 
are 1 peaking of, and long after, the Manner of Bills taking their 
Origin was very different from what it is now ; few Heads of Bills 
arole from the Commons ; fome Bills were fent oyer from Englandj 
many were fent into the Houfe from the Privy-Council ; and wc 
have lèverai Inftances of the Houle of Commons ordering their 
Votes to be carried to the chief Governor, to he put into the form of 
a Billy and then tranfmitted to England.

And now we come to coniîder this important Quotation ; 1 a
* Committee is appointed to wait on the Lord Lieutenant to defire 
4 that a Claufe might be inferted in any Bill, then to be tranfmitted
* to England, for the farther fettling the Revenue of Hearth Mo-
* ney, a Claufè for paying out of the faid Revenue, to Sir Henry
* Tichhurn, a Sum of Two Thoufand Pounds as a  G i f t  f r o m  

4  h i s  M a j e s t y ,  in lieu of the faid Wardiliip ; and in Teftimony 
‘  of his gracious Acceptance of the faid Sir Henry Ticbburns faith- 
4 ful and loyal Services.*

Now doth this Letter-Writer imagine, the printing a few Words 
in capital Letters will be fufficient to beguile Men out of their Sen­
tes? Matters it a Ruih to th£ prefent Queftion, whether the Ap­
plication in itfelf was wife or otherways, whether it was meant for 
a Gift, or in Difch^rge of a Debt ? Is it poifible, that any Man 
could fo far lolè Sight of the Queftion, as not to fee, that the whole 
Inquiry muft of Neceiiity be refolved into thefe two Points, and into 
thefe only, whether we have not here a parliamentary Application of 
Money granted to his Majefty three Years before ? And whether the 
Houfe of Commons were not the firfl and foie original Movers 
of this Application ? Befides, is it not ridiculous to attempt laying 
Strels on Words of Complement and Form, in Matters of this Sort r 
is it not the ufual Language in our Afts of Parliament, even in çur 
Aits for granting Money to the King, to pray and iometimes to be- 

feecb that it may be enabled, & c. would He not be a ipecial Pleader, 
who (hould argue from hence that it is a Matter of Grace and 
Bounty in the. Crown to accept of thefe Grants ? True, it is here

called
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. t
•died a  G i f t ,  but it is fuch a G ift, as  the A ft fays in Honour and 
Tuftice, it became his Majefty to confer; it is a Gift, whichim this 
very Application from the Houfe 01 Commons, is called P ^ h g ,
* in Lieu o f a W ardihip:’ a Wardihip, for which, as hey take
Notice, a Fine had been given to his M ajefty.------ But ca11 it what
you will, it is plain even froth this Quotation on which fo much 
Strefs is wanted to be laid, that the w h o l e  o f this matter was /»/! 
moved by the Houfe of Commons, without the leaft 
his Maiefty, who yet was to confer this G ift .-—  In the former 
Seflion, the Houfe order in Heads o f a Bill, in which it is expre s y  
diredted that this ihall be inferted as a Claufe. In the next Seflion, 
they fend this Claufe to be inferted by the Lord Lieutenant in a 13 
which was then to be tranfinitted into England, in regard to the 
Hearth Money, determined, that one w ay or other «• mould 
certainly make Part o f the Hearth Money Bill And it is 
remarkable, that the Words o f  the Refolution o f the Commons, 
which was then carried to the Lord Lieutenant, are the very 
Words in which this Claufe is expreiTed m the Act ot 
Parliament, only with this Variation, that the fine Capital 
Words o f a  G i f t  f r o m  h i s  M a j e s t y  are modeftly left out 
Is there t h e  fmalleft Difference between the one and the other o f 
thofe Methods, in regard to the Merits o f  the prefent Queftion ? 
H ave we, in either, the leaft Intimation o f  his Majefty s previous 
Confent ? Have we not, in loth, the moft exprefs Proof that the 
Houfe o f Commons claimed it as their undoubted Right to point out 
to his Maiefty, by Bill or Heads o f a Bill, fuch application of Money 
as they, his M ajefty’s great Council, judged it became his Majefty 
in Honour and Juftice to make? And was not this Right mo
firmly recognized by puffing the A  c l?

N o wonder that fuch an Inftance as the prefent fhould prove a 
little Galling, but Galling as it is, fome very different Manner from 
what has yet been taken, muft be devifed by the Advocates for pre­
vious Confent, before they can get themfelves rid o f it

And now, fair and impartial Reader judge for yourfelf, doth not 
this very Quotation, in fo extraordinary a M a n n e r  laid before the 
Publick, inftead o f  invalidating, ferve directly to Eftabhih every 
thing that the Remarker, in his third Number, had undertaken to

One Favour is earneftly defired o f  the Writer o f  this Letter, that

i f  he judges it proper to inftruft the Public by any further Anima 
verfions, he may chufe another Manner o f  fending them abroad.

T h e  Remarker is well enough aware, that printing his Name, 
could add no W eight to his Caufe; but i f  the Letter-wnter will 
condefcend to fet him an Example, he will r e a d i l y  follow it, were it 
only to exhibit the Experiment how far the moft iniigmncant Name, 
when aided by the W eight o f  T ruth, will preponderate agam itany 
Name or any Authority without that Concomitant, how refpeftabie 
foever.


