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Advertifement.

T H  E Reader is defired to take Notice, that 
a Pamphlet, intitled, “  O b s e r v a t i o n s  rela­

tive to the L a t e  B i l l ,  for paying o ff  the R e s i -  

tl d u e  o f  the N a t i o n a l  D e b t  o f  I r e l a n d , ”  

which is partly expofed in the following Sheets for 
its notorious Fallacies, tending moft cruelly to Pre­
judice Ireland, by aMilrepreientation o f  her Conduit 
in a delicate Point, hath been within this few Days 
re-printed in L o n d o n ,  under the N e w  T i t l e  of, 

An Account o f  the R e v e n u e  and N a t i o n a l  

D e b t  o f  I r e l a n d - ,  with fome Obfervations on 
“  the late Bill for paying o f f  the National Debt. In 

which is contained a Speech in the Parliament o f  
Henry, Lord Vifcount :Sidney, Lord Lieutenant in 

“  the Year 1692 5 as alfo an Order o f  Council, 
“  and feveral Refolutions o f  the H oufe o f  Com-

“  mons, extraded From their Journals, parallel to
the prelent Juncture o f  Affairs in that Kingdom .”

It is impoihble for any Man, but the Contriver,

with Certainty to fay, what was the Intention o f
t is Change : But be it what it may, it is hoped,
this Notice will prevent it from palling under its
U is g l is e  as unanfwered and unanfwerable, and
wi ave the innocent Country from being hurt by 
that which s fufner>eri tr. ka ’ , y

r  • uiipecteci.to be a concerted Scheme
o f  its unnatural Enemies.



y.

P R O C E E D I N G ,

M i s r e p r e s e n t  a t  i o n  o f  either Houfe o f Par-
iiamenty in a Matter ó f  great Importance to their 
Sovereign, ox to the People, is an OiYence not to be 

fdrgiveri : Becaufe it tends to diiiolve that Confidence, which 
is the natural Support o f the Conftitiition, and which alone can 
give W eigh t and D ignity to the Supreme Power.

Y e t ,  that fuch a Mifreprefentation o f the Honourable 
Houie o f  Commons o f  Ireland hath, by fome means, been 
tranfported into Great-Britdin, the lad EfFeds do too plainly 
prove.

A n d  that it is alfo endeavoured to be impofed upon and 
.propagated amongft their Conilituents, is as clear, from fundry 
Pamphlets, little better than Libels againft the Commons, a- 
gainil the Conjlitution, and againfl Truth ; being at a great E x- 
pence, and in a manner unufual in this Kingdom , put into the 
Hands o f  all who will accept o f them, from the Capital to the 
remoteft Corner o f  theNatk>n.

H a d  the Parliament been permitted to meet after the ordi­
nary Recels, the Commons, who have ever been true and faith­
ful Subjeóls, to the bejl and mojl beloved K in g  in the W orld  ‘ 
would moft furely have defended themfelves before the Throne\ 
in a manner becoming their D ignity, and the Figure that illuf- 
tricus Body make in the State ; and would have juftified their 
A a io n s , with the Spirit and Senfê, they are (happily for thofe 
they reprefent) pofTeiTed of, in a moil; eminent Danger.

T h e n  indeed, it would have been extremely improper, for 
any private Perfon, to pretend to take the weighty T a lk  o f  
their \  indication upon him : But fince a fudden Prorogation 
hath deprived our Representatives of the glorious Opportunity 
o f laying their Caufe in a parliamentary and dutiful M anner 
bdfore tHeir ju ft  Sovereign, it cannot be looked upon to be pre- 
fumptuous in an Individual, even to attempt to refcue the 
People from the Snares laid for them, by the ruinous Doctrines 
publiihed e v e r y  D a y, and by fatfe T ales  without Cefíation
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fpread amongil them, to induce them to think much worfe of 
their Conftitution, than, bad as it is, it really deferves ; and 
thus, by making them defperate, and carelefs o f  what ihall 
happen, to obtain that Opportunity, which otherwife they 
could not find, o f  gradually, and without Interruption, paring 
away their Liberty•

T o  effed the bad Purpofes of the Enemies to the mojl glori­
ous Majority that ever was feen in Parliament, were the two 
Pamphlets, mentioned in the Title-page, apparently written 
and publiihed. T h e  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s , fcfr. are a fmooth, 
fuperficial W ork, difguifing the true Nature o f  the Queilion, 
and calculated to captivate the Afre&ion, not to convince the 
Judgment.

T h e  O b s e r v a t i o n s ,  & c. are plainly defigned as a Se­
quel to the other, and to fupply the Deficiency o f  the former 
in parliamentary “Learning, which they profufely fcatter, without 
Pertinence to the Subjeót, or Fairnefs in Argument*

T h e s e  however require Notice; for there is fomething 
plaufible in them, and apt to take hold of an ingenuous Mind, 
not fufficiently inftru&ed, but difpofed to learn the Truth.

T h e r e  is another Pamphlet in being, called A  Letter to the 
Publick, which hath, it feems, fo far recommended it felf to 
fome conftderable Perfons, as to be patronized by them. This 
is evidently put together for the Sake of its declamatory Abufe, 
and to ingratiate the Author with his Patrons. But as he has 
very precipitately declared, in page 30, our unhappy Difputesy 
to bave been, not about FJfentials, but merely upon Forms and Cere­
monies, I ihall leave him to his Friends, the Conftderations, and 
the Obfervations, to be chnftized, for making nothing at all o f  
what they have made fuch a Psther about.

I t  is not fufficient to anfwer the material Parts o f  my two 
Adverfaries : This would take up but little o f  my T im e ;  but 
then the Readers would not be much edified by the Contro- 
verfy. T h e  Curiofity o f  the Publick is awakened ; People de­
fire to be informed minutely in a Matter wherein it is faid every 
Body is intimately concerned. T h e y  have a Right to be gra­
tified. In a free Country, He who holds Knowledge from 
the People, means to make their Ignorance an Inftrument to 
enilave them.

As I am not privy to any fuch Scheme againft their Happi- 
nefs, I ihall deliver all I know, or have heard, with any Pro­
bability o f  being true, relative to the late rejected Money-Bill, 
with as much Clearnefs as I am matter of. M y Candor will 
beft be proved by the Manner in which I ihall difcharge my- 
felf. Experience teaches that Profeilions o f  Honejly are not 
always remembered in the T im e o f Aótion j and therefore a

Writer
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W riter fhould wave all Pretenfions to it, until his impartial 
Judge the Publick fixes on his Performance a Probatum eft.

M y  W o rk  will conilft o f  two Parts. Firft, to relate the 
Hiftory o f  the Money-Bill to the T im e o f its being rejefted.- 
Secondly, to aflign the Reafons for rejeóting it; and through­
out the whole, I ihall examine the C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and O b ­
s e r v a t i o n s  as they occur.

I n  Oâlober 1749, the Publick Accounts being laid before the 
Houfe o f Commons, it appeared upon the Face o f  them, that 
there remained in the Hands o f  the Vice-Treafurers, at Lady- 
day preceding, to which T im e  the Accounts were made up, af-‘ 
ter all Exigencies o f  Government were fatisfied, a Sum o f two 
hundred and twenty thoufand two hundred and forty-one 
Pounds, four Shillings and fix Pence. Hence arofe naturally 
in the Minds o f  all this Refleótion, That tbeTime was at length«■ 
come, when Juflice required, that Jucb Part o f the Surplus re­
maining in the Treafuryy unapplied, Jhouldgo to difcharge as much 
o f that Debt, which was contrafled for the Government, and fo r  
which the Nation had long and chearfully paid hiterejl, as could be 

fparedy leaving f i l l  in the Treafury a Sufficiency, to anfwer any 
fudden Demand, or any Deficiency that might be in the Revenue be­
fore the next Setfton. It may be prefumed that there was not, 
at that time, a M an, who doubted the Right or Power o f  the 
Com mons to effeót this defirable A &  o f Juftice, as there was 
not a Hint dropped o f  that Sort from any Perfon, whether em ­
ployed or not employed by the Government. This univerfal 
Defire, doubtleÍ6, reached the CafUe, where the Earl o f  Har- 
rington, Lord Lieutenant, then refided. He, not inflrufled, 
nor waiting for InjlruÔlion, but upon the general Know ledge 
he had of his M ajefty’ s mod gracious Intentions, to make his 
Subjects happy, readily concurred in fo ju-ft, fo honourable a 
S ch em e; and his Concurrence effectually removed all O b- 
ftacles, and produced an Uniformity o f  Opinion. So that the 
Committee o f  W a ys  and Means having reported their Refolu- 
tions, and they being confirmed by the Houfe, and the ufual 
Com mittee having been appointed to prepare Heads o f one or 
more Bill or Bills, upon the Refolutions fo agreed to, it was 
then ordered by the Houfe, without any previous Form ,

“  T h a t  it be an Inftru<5tion to the faid Com m ittee, to infert 
“  a Claufe or Claufes in the faid Heads o f  a Bill or Bills, for apply- 

itig fo much o f the Ballance remaining in theV ice-Treafurer’s 
Hands at Lady-day lajl, as {hall be for that Purpofe neceflary, to 
difcharge the Sum o f feventy thoufand Pounds, now remain­
ing due o f the old Loan,and carrying an Intercft o f  five Pounds 
per Centum per Annum, as alfo to apply fuch further Part o f  the 
laid Ballance,as ihall be for thatPurpofe neceflary, to payoff and
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r « 3
difcharge fifty-eight thoufand five hundred Pounds,Part of the 

<c new Loan of two hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds, çar- 
** rying an Interefl at the Rate of four Pounds per Centum per 
<c Annum”

I t  mufl be obferved, that all Refolutions of the Committee 
o f  W ays and Means, or Orders conceived in the Houfe, in 
Confequence of fuch Refolutions, are ordinarily moved by his 
Majefty’ s Attorney-General. And therefore the Remark made, 
in the Confiderations, &c. page 7, That in Fa ft , u  T h e  K in g ’s 

Attorney-General was the Mover of it in the Houfe of Com- 
mons,”  and repeated in the Obfervations, &c. page 2 6, had 

.not that Candor in it, that a grave W riter for Prerogative 
fhould ever flamp on his Works. It is pvident, that thefe Au­
thors have combined, to pick out of all C ircumfiances accumu­
lative Evidence of his Majefly’ s previous Confent. But Liberty 
mufl not bewrefled from theSubjeâ: by Implication, more than 
Prerogative from the Crown. And therefore it is material that 
the Reader fhould know, that the Attorney-General, in mov­
ing this Ordçr, conveyed nota  previous Confent o f the Crown, 
in this Cafe, if he did not do it in all Articles of W ays and 
M eans; and that every Man will confefs he did npr.

T h e  Confiderations, &c. were well aware, that it would be 
objected, that, this Matter zvas tranfaâled in the ufual parliamen­
tary Manner % therefore he lays in this Apology for the K ing’s 
Servants ; “  T h at as the Óccafion was new, it is not to be 
“  wondered at, that the Gentlemen who conducted the Af- 
“  fair, on this Side the W ater, fhould not be exaót as to the 
(C Form, in which his Majefty’ s Confent ought to appear; and 
“  probably, they apprehended, that the Return of a Bill for 
“  that Purpofe, under the Great Seal o f  Great-Britain would 
“  be a fufficient Notification of his M ajefly’s previous Confent 

to fuch Application.’ ’
A  s t r a n g e  Defence for his Majefly’s Servants indeed this 

would be, if  they accepted of it. But it is refufed ; and all his 
Probabilities and Supportions, are effeâually overthrown, by the 
ablefl o f  his Majefty’s then Servants, declaring openly, and 
avowing, that his M ajefly’s previous Confent never was once 
in their Thoughts, as a thing necefiary in this Cafe. And fure- 
ly they declared the Truth ; for they really are not Perfons of 
that diminutive Apprehenfion, that they are, in this delicate Apo- 

reprefented to be. Certainly they could, if  they had 
any Scruple about the Manner, as well, refort to Englifh A â s  
and \ otes in 1749? aS the Author of the Confiderations did in 
1754 ; for all the Authorities, which he has favoured us with,
preceded that Seafon.------ It is pretty evident, from the fubfe-
guent Conduct of thpfb Gentlemen, that it was not for want
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o f  Skill or Apprehenfion the previous Confent was not originally 
inferted ; it is more probable) and I hope I may advance my 
Probability too) that thofe learned Gentlemen inferted gracious 
Intentions, becaufe they conceived them to be apt W ords to ex- 
prefs the Senfe o f  the Commons, and not capable o f  being 
wrefted into any other M eaning than that which they natural­
ly  bore.

In the Heads of the Bill, for Payment of the D ebt, were 
inferted Paragraphs purfuant to the Order, with the following 
Preamble, viz.

“  W h e r e a s  on the twenty-fifth D ay  o f  March laft, a con- 
“  fiderabkB a/W t’ remain’ d in the Hands o f theVice-Treafurers 
“  or Receivers-General o f  the Kingdom , or their Deputy or 
“  Deputies, unapplied, and it will be for your M ajefty’ s Ser- 
“  vice, and for the Eafe o f  your faithful Subjeóts o f  this K in g-  
“  dom, that fo much thereof, as can be conveniently fpared, 
“  fhould be paid, agreeably to your M ajefty’ s m oll gracious 
“  Intentions, in Difcharge o f  Part o f the a'forefaid National 
“  D ebt.”

<e F r o m  hence,”  fay the Confederations, fi an ordinary Per-*. 
“  fon would certainly have underftood, that his M ajefty’ s In- 
“  tentions ( which amount to a Confent) had been fignified previ- 
“  ous to the Recital, and that his M ajefty was allowed thereby 
“  to be judge o f  what could be conveniently /pared."

I t  muft indeed be an ordinary Capacity, that would take In­
tention for Confent. T h ere  are not two W ords in the Language 
that have more different Significations: T h e  Execution o f a 
M an ’ s Intention, being very often dependant on the Confent o f
another.-------But this is no Place for a critical Examination o f
W ords. It is enough, that the fame Conftderations have given 
up that Point; or at leaft, that thofe, to whom the Bill, as ufual, 
was referred in Great-Britain, who I prefume were not ordinary 
Perfons, did give it up.

F o r , the Confederations fay, Page 9, «  Thar as that Recital, 
“  though it feemsflrongly to imply his M ajefty’s previous Confent, 
“  had not clearly and explicitly exprefled the fame, and not 
"  having done fo, might occafion future Cavils on that Head ; 
“  it is faid (and I prefume the Fa£t is well known to be true) 
“  that Objections were made to this Bill, on that Account 
“  by thofe to whom it zvas, as ufual, referred in Great-Britain! 
“  H ow  it happened, that his M ajefty’ s Confent was not by them 
“  at that l im e  inferted, may I think be fairly accounted for; 
“  as the Omiffion on this Side feemed ta have been occafioned 
“  merely by the N ovelty o f the Cafe, without anv Intention 
“  o f queftioning the K in g ’s R igh t: And it was the lefs ne- 
“  ceffary to make the Alteration then ; becaufe it was hip-Hy
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<c probable, the like Application of Part of the Refidue of the 
<c Money of theTreafury would be made the nextSeilion; and 
*c then thzConfent might be originally inferted in the Bill, which, 
t( as might reafonably be fuppofed, would pafs without an O b- 

jeâ ion .”
I n  the preceding Quotation from the Confederations, Intention

a m o u n t s  to Confent------In the laft, Intention doth but i m p l y

Confent.------1 have neither Leifure or Inclination to be what
they call merry, or this Occafion ihould not be loft : But the 
principal Subjeót I have under Examination is too interefting, 
and its Confequences too ferious, to admit o f  any jocular Ex- 
curfions. Let it be obferved, that this Advocate for the pre­
vious Confent acknowledges, that the not inferting it in the Bill 
o f  1749 was an Omijjion ; and that the Bill was obje&ed to 
on the other Side of the W ater becaufe it was not explicit; but 
that notwithftanding all this, they fuffered it to return without 
that Alteration, which they acknowledged to be neceflary, to 
exprefs the previous Confent ; and that this is accounted for, by 
fuppofing, that it was let pafs that Time, forefeeing there would be 

foon another Opportunity o f inferting it originally.
I f  I am alfo at Liberty to account for this Omiffton, I muft fup- 

pofe that the W ords were not altered, beeaufe they thought they 
carried in them fufficient Complement ; previous Confent from 
the Crown not being neceffary in the Cafe, and therefore 
improper to be mentioned in the Bill.

T h i s  Manner o f  Accounting is certainly better warranted 
than the other ; for I mull be induced to believe, by what hath 
fince happened, that Perfons* who have lately proved them- 
felves fuch vigorous Supporters o f  what they fancied was Prero­
gative, if  they had in 1749, the leaft doubt about the Matter, 
would moil afluredly have been very explicit, and would not, 
in the firft Inftance have eftablifhed, by their own Admiifion, a 
Precedent, which they muft have expeâed, would be rather re- 
col leâed than forgotten, in a Country whertf the Prerogative 
needeth not an additional Strength.

1  h i s  Precedent feems to be fo well fixed, and is truly fo 
advantageous to the Commons and their Caufe, that it muft not 
be wrefted from them by chimerical Probabilities and Suppo­
rtions, by arbitrary Conftru&ions, or ftrained Implications : 
T h e y  are in Pofleffion ; and really it is no Seafon to part with 
a PofTefÇon, merely to try the Equity o f  Adverfary-Writers.

T h e  next Æ ra to be mentioned is, the Y e a r  17 5 1, when 
the Duke of Dorfet opened a Seiïïon o f  Parliament, with a 
Speech, wherein, addreifing himfelf to the Commons, he faid,
“  I am  c o m m a n d e d  by th e K ing to acquaint y o u ,  that his M a -  
ic j e f t y ,  ever  attentive  to t h e E a f e  and Happinefs o f  his Subjects ,
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“  will gracioufly confent, and rccommends it to you, that fuch 
“  a Part of the M oney now remaining in his Treafurv, as 
“  0)311 be thought confident with the Public Service, be applied 
“  towards the further Reduftion o f the National Debt.”

T h e  Difpofition o f the Commons at this T im e  ihould he 
well considered. Peace and Harmony yet flouriihed in the 
State. T h e  Publick was not difturbed by the Intrigues and 
ambitious Enterprizes o f  certain Perfons, whofe Obligations, o f 
all Sorts, called upon them to promote Quiet, Induftry and 
r  riendihip. T h e y  had not then, in Violation o f tho/e O bliga­
tions, openly cheriihed Difcord, and miferably rent the Counlry 
into Parties, however their fecret Praflices might have tended 
thereto. T h efe  Fruits o f their mifchievous Politics have fince
thatSeafon grown to M aturity------- But at the T im e  I have
menrioned, good Humour was in every Countenance ; yet did 
not the Commons forget their Duty to themfelves or their C on- 
ftituents. Therefore, in the Addiefs to the K in ?, which was 
never exceeded by any, in Lôyalty and R efp ed /th ey  anfwered 
that Part of the Speech in the following W ords :

«  V »W e  acknowledge with particular Satisfaction and T h a n k -  
rumefs, your M ajefty’s gracious Attention to our Eafe and

it ™ P P ‘nefs’ 111 Com m ending  to us the Application o f the' 
M oney, now  remaining in the Treafury, fo far as it may be 
confinent with the Publick; Service, towards the further Re- 
ducïion o f  the National Debt.”
W h o e v e r  is a cq ua in te d  w i t h  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  P r o c e e d i n g s ,  

k n o w s ,  th a t  A d d r c i le s  ord in ar i ly  a n f w e r  the S p e e c h ,  P aragrap h  
b y  P a r a g r a p h ,  and exprefs  a grateful  Senfe  o f  e v e r y  Part^ that 
t h e y  m e a n  to i h e w ,  b y  their future  A d i s ,  an A p p r o b a t i o n  o f  • 
B u t  in P o i n t s  w h e r e i n  t h e y  c a n n o t  c o n c u r ,  t h e y  are and ever 
o u g h t  to  be  fi lent. T h e  r e m a r k a b le  S i le n ce  th erefore  in this 
A d d r e f s ,  w i t h  r e fp e t t  to  th e  C o n s r n t , aud th eir A p p la u f e  of 
t h e  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n , to  a p p ly  the  Surplus in the T r e a s u ­
r y ,  as far as m i g h t  b e  con f i f te n t  w i t h  the P u b l i c k  S e r v ic e ,  m a -  
ni fefted a D i l a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  the  P r e v i o u s  C o n s e n t :’  A n d  
y e t  it is n o t o r i o u s ,  th at  th ere  w a s  n o t  a n y  p u b l i c k  A t t e m p t  
m a d e  to  infert  a n y  W o r d s  in this A d d r e f s ,  amounting to ,  or 
e v e n  implying,  his M a j e f t y ’s previous Confent. T h o u g h  by this 
and t h e  A d d re fs  to  the  L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t ,  in the  l ike  Sti le,  it a p ­
peared e v id e n t ly ,  and was alfo w e l l  k n o w n ,  b y  all the  Serv an ts  
e f  the  C r o w n ,  that the Commons induftr iouf ly  avoided  to g iv e ,  
b y  a n y  E x p r e f l i o n ,  a S a n & i o n  t o  th a t ,  w h i c h  indub itab ly  t h e y  
th en  t h o u g h t  themfelves o b l ig e d  to  o p p o fe  ; y e t  th ey  received  as 
a m p l e  Teftim on y o f th e  Sat isfact ion t h e y  g a v e  the  King and his 
Viceroy, as t h e y  o r  any Hsufe o f  Com mons e v e r  did.
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U p o n  prefenting the Addrefs for the King, the Lord Lieu­
tenant faid,

“  I w i l l  take the firft Opportunity to tranfmit this D u t i -  
iC f u l  and L o y a l  Addrefs to his Majefty.”

A n d  from the King, the Commons, had the Honour of a 
moil: gracious A n f w e r ,  in the fo l low in g  W o r d s ,  viz.

G e o r g f  R.
“  H is  Majefty has received, with great Pleafure and Satis- 

cc faóiion^ the affectionate Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons \ 
“  and they may be aiTured of his Majefty’s confiant Endea- 

vours to promote the Welfare of his Subje&s in his King- 
“  dom of Ireland.

“  H is  Majefty is fu 'ly  perfuaded of their Duty and Zeal to 
his Perfon, and has the firmeft RelianceJ on their future 

“  Support of his Government and Family.”

F r o m  all this every candid Reader will obferve, that the 
Common*, in the firft Inftance, refuted their Approbation of the 
;previous Confent ; that the Oppofition to it did not commence 
from Pay ty-Rage, but from a laudable Jealoufy for their Rights ; 
and that no Refentment attended this Piocedure.

W h e n  the Publick Accounts were laid” before the Houfe, it 
appeared, that there was in the Hands o f  the Vice-Treafurers, 
at Lady-day 1751, a Sum of two hundred, forty-eight thoufand, 
three hundred and fixtV-iix Pounds, feventeen Shillings and four 
Pence.

T h i s  being the happy Situation of the Nation, in Point of 
Revenue, it was thought reafonable, again to apply Part of the 
Surplus, towards difcharging the Debt ; and it was in the like 
manner ordered,

“  T h a t  it be an Inftruflion to the Committee, appointed 
“  to bring in Heads of one or more Bill or Bills, upon the Re- 
<c folutions of the Committee for W ays and Means, to infert 
“  a Claufe or Claufes in the faid Heads' of a Bill or Bills, for ap- 

plying fo much of the Ballance, remaining in the Vice-Trea- 
“  iurer’s Hands at Lady-day laft, as fhall be for that Purpofe 
“  neceffary, to pay off, and difcharge the Sum of one hundred 
tc and twenty thoufand Pounds, Part of the Sum of two hund- 
“  red, thirty-feven thoufand; five hundred Pounds, now rcmain- 
“  ilia due, of the feveral Sums hererofore borrowed by the Pub- 

lick, at Intereft.”
P u r s u a n t  to this Order, the appointed Sum was applied, by 

Heads of a Bill, for the Payment of tbe principal Sum of one hun­
dred and twenty thoufand Pounds, in difcharge o f fo  much o f the 
national Debt, &c, with the following Preamble, viz.

WtfEREAS

C 1° 1



cc W h e r e a s  on the 25th o f March lail, a confiderable Bal- 
f ‘  lance remained in the Hands o f  the Vice-Treafurers or R e­

ceivers General o f  this Kingdom, or their Deputy or Depu- 
“  ties, and your Majefty, ever attentive to the Eafe and Hap- 
“  pinefs of your faithful Subjedîs, has been gracioufly pleafed 

to recommcnd it to us, that fuch Part thereof as ihall be 
<c thought confident with the Publick Service, be applied to- 
<c wards the farther Reduction o f the National Debt.

T h e  Publick need not be informed, that no Attempt was 
made to mfert in this Preamble, any Words amounting to, or 
even implying, a previous Confent. O n  the contrary, it was 
faid, that fome o f the principal Perfons, more efpecialiy obl i ged 
to guard and defend the Prerogative> confejfed that they were 
convinced^ that fuch a Confcnt was not Con/Ututional ; and 
added, that they had alfo convinced other very material Perfon- 
oges on this and the other Side o f  the W ater, and brought them- 
to be of the fame Opinion. W h a t elfe could be the Caufe for 
not endeavouring, after the folemn manner of bringing ( onfent* 
upon the Stage, to fupport it throughout, and firft: to prefs the 
mlerting it originally in the Heads of the Bill ? T h :s the Confide-* 
rations have told us, was probably the Scheme ; and in that Cafe,
1 may fay, that probably the Authors o f the Scheme would have 
proceeded, but that they were convinced, the Caufe was bad 
and infupportable. ^

T h e  B i l l  was  ce r ta in ly  tranfmit ted  to  Great-Britain  as it 
w e n t  from the Commons, but  returned altered,  by having; the 
W o r d s  inferted,  that fignified the Previous Confent.

G r e a t  w e r e  the feeming Concern and Amazement of 
certain Perfons upon this Change, which was made without 
their Privity. A n a  who co uld  doubt their Sincerity ? Every 
-Body s Coniideration was now employed, how to get through 
this knotty Aftair, with a faving for the Honour of the Com­
m on}  who were at this time engaged in an Enquiry, wherein 
t.ie Intereir  o f  the Crow n, the Honour o f  Parliament, the 
W e l l - b e i n g  o f  the Arm y and public Credit, were all deeply 
engaged. Some thought, that it could not huit, if this were let 
pafs, as the Publick was in Pofleffion of the firft Precedent ; and 
that K would be too much, to take this with the other weighty 

uPon the,r Shoulders at once ; that probably, artful M e n  
w h o  \vere upon the Lurch, might hence blow up a Flame, 
that might produce  an Embarafment, which fome Folk hear­
tily wiihed for  in the principal Matter, for fuch the Enqui­
ry was then thought to b e ;  and that, from the Confier- 
nation that fat upon certain Countenances, it might be truft- 
cd that it would never be repeated. T h is  Opinion pre­
y e d ,  and great Care was taken, that the ordinary Committee

ih ou ld
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íhould not be moved for, to enquire into Alterations made in 
Heads of Bills fent from the Houfe ; vainly imagining, that 
the Alteration not appearing in the ufual parliamentary M e­
thod, upon the Face of the journal, would not be another D a y  
trumped up, to ferve a Purpofe. Expedients in Politicks are 
dangerous things ; as they induce a fufpicion of Weaknefs, and 
are oftener attended by Lofs than by any Advantage. A  good 
Caufe fhould ever be fupported by vigorous Meafures ; leave’ 
a bad one to its Shifts, for by T ricks only it can fubfift 
at all.

T h u s  was that Precedent eftabliihed, which has been made 
fo notable Ufe of fince. Happy was it for the Nation, that it' 
was not the firft, or Effects might have followed it, that I eople
did not forefee.

T h e  fame Lord Lieutenant opened the Seiuon is 1753, with 
a Speech, wherein, addreiling himfelf to the Commons, he faid, 
“  1 am c o mmand e d  by his Majefty to acquaint you, that he
0  will gracioufly confent, and recommends it to you, that fo much 
<c of the Money remaining in his Treafury as ihall be necef- 

fary, be applied to the Difchargeof the National Debt, or of 
“  fuch Part thereof, as you ihall think expedient.”

T h e  Commons anfwered this Speech by an Addrefs to the 
King, with all the Refpeft and Duty, becoming the moft. fa ith-  

f u l  Subjects, to the Father o f his People : But, as in the former 
Inftance, they refrained to take any Notice of the C o n s e n t , 
but made all proper Acknowledgment for the R e c o m m e n d a ­
t io n 7. This  again was denominated by the Lord Lieutenant 
a D u t i f u l  and Loyal Addrefs, and for it they had a moil 
gracious Anfwer from the King.

B y  the ufual publick A c c o u n t s ,  it appeared, that there was 
in the Treafury, at Lady-iay 17 5 3*» Sum of three hundred,
and fifteen thoufand, eight hundred, twenty and two Pounds, 
thirteen Shillings and ten Pence ; and it appeared by another 
Account called for, that the Ballance had considerably increaled 
between Lady day and Michaelmas.

H e r e u p o n  an O r d e r  was conceived in the old Manner, to 
fix G ent’emen appointed to be the Committee, to bring in 
Meads of one or more Bill or Bills, upon the Refolutions of 
W ays and Means, to applv feventy-feven thou fan d, five hundred 
Pounds, to difcharge the remaining Part of the Debt.

I t  is no Secret, that three of thofe Gentlemen refolutely 
refufed to infert any Words, in the Heads of the Bill for 
paying the Debt, that ihould fignify a previous Confent 
from the Crown ; and for that Offence, two of them havt 
unhappily felt a Refentment, which they never intended to

provoke  j
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provoke ; being) without Queftion, as loyal Subjeâs, as they 
were able Servants. J T

F h e r e  being thus an equal Divifion in the Committee, the 
Heads o f  the Bill were brought in by the Mafter o f the Rolls 
with this Preamble only, “  W hereas on the 25th D ay o f  
M arch le ft ,  a confiderah'e Ballante remained in the Hands o f  

the V ic e - 1 r e a d e r s  or Receivers-General of this Kingdom, 
or their Deputy or Deputies.”
T h e  Confideraiions need not to have been under fuch a D if­

ficulty, as they pretend, Page 1 5 ,  to find out, “  How, or on 
^ Motives, the Recital of ( onf'tit was totally left out o f  
the Heads o f the Bill, when brought into Parliament.”  A  

Recollection o f the publick Tranfadions herein related, would 
have fupplied them with Sufficient Reafons for leaving out 
the Recital o f  Confent. Befide, it was very well known by 
j\  Cj Cef>t Author of the Confederations  ̂ that the Reprefent- 

cd had every where exprefled a great D if lk is fa & io n  and Uneafi- 
neib, at the PafTiveneis of their Reprefentatives upon that O c-  
cafion in the laft Seflion : And indeed, the Vox Populi hath ever 
met with Refpect, but from thofe who neither have it, nor ex­
pect to have it with them ; and they truly always affect to ridi­
cule it !

M o s t  P e o p le  e x p ed te d ,  th at  an A t t e m p t  w o u ld  h a v e  been 
made, when thefe Heads o f a Bill were committed, to infert 
the Recital or the Conjent ; but, the Appearance on that Day 
was not encouraging, and therefore, it is believed, that it was 
thought prudent not to ftir in that Matter. W hatever was the 
Caufe, it is certain, that they paíTed through all the ufual Forms, 
without Interruption, and were tranlmuetl to G reai-britain, as 
they left the Houfe ; but returned from thence in Shape of a 
Bill, with the following Words inferted in the Preamble ;

A n d  your M ajefty, ever attentive to the Eafe and Happi- 
“  nefs of your faithful Subjeds, has been gracioufly pleafed to 

fignify, that you would confenty and to recommend it to us, 
that fo much of the M oney remaining in your M ajefty’s 
r  reafury, as ihould be necelîàry, be applied to the Difcharge 

“  o f the National Debt, or fuch Part thereof, as ihould be 
r  thought expedient by Parliament.”

1 H i s  Alteration w*as accompanied by a Letter from the P r i­
vy-Council of Great-Britain  to the Privy -Council of Ireland, fet- 
ting forth, “  T h a t  their Letter to the. Secretary of State took -,N o - 

thee, that the .Words inferted in the Bill, paiied laft Seilion, lor 
u  Payment of Part of the National D ebt, relating to his M a- 
c je l iy ’s previous Confent, are omitted in the Bill now trans­

mitted. But that v/ords of the like Import were inferted 
in the prefent Bill* for the Support o f the Prerogative and

ik Dignity
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*c Dighitÿ of the Crown, and fo r  preferving the Regularity of 
<c Proceedings in the Parliament o f Ireland.”

T h i s  Letter quickly crept Abroad, and was in every Body’s 
Hand ; and the Bill was in a convenient T im e carried into the 
Houfe. There it cannot be denied, but that it was treated with 
as much Refpeâ as any difputed Bill ever was. It was read 
twice and committed, and in the Committee was thoroughly 
debated, and in it’s whole Courfe never received the leaft A f­
front. Upon the Report it was indeed rejected : But that is the 
ufual Fate of Bills not agreed to in Part. For by Poyning’s Law, 
when they return homGreat-Ptrttain, there remains but a N ega­
tive in either Houfe of Parliament, andconfequently all muft be 
taken or none. And therefore, when any Part is difagreed to, 
the whole is rejected, for the Sake of preserving as much D igni­
ty in parliamentary Proceedings, as the Conftitution will ad­
mit of.

I h a v e  thus related the Hiftory of this famous Bill, and I 
hope impartially ; it now remains, that I affign the Reafons for 
rejecting a Bill, which was, and is infifted upon, by its Favour­
ers, to be agreeable to the known Prerogative o f the Crown, and 
conformable to the ufual Proceedings o f Parliament ; but is utterly 
denied by thofe againft the Bill, to be C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  in ei­
ther Refpeâ.

T hose  for the Bill have introduced the Hiftory of the Here­
ditary-Revenue into this Controverfy, and have thereby perplex­
ed the Queftion fo much, that Men of excellent Underftandings 
know not what Opinion to forrn about it. It is not wonderful 
that it fhould fo happen, when a fimple Queftion, fubjeft to 
every Man’s Reafon, is puzzled into a knotty Point of Law . 
T h is  Satisfaction however the Publick hath, that the Advo­
cates for the Bill are forced to advance endlefs Abfurdities, 
to fupport their Caufe ; by which one would in Charity rather 
fuppofe, that they had perplexed themfelves too, as well as ma­
ny of their Readers, than that they had defignedly led People 
into a Labyrinth.

W h a t e v e r  may be my private Opinion in this Matter, I 
judge, that if I do not enter into an Examination of the Nature 
of the Hereditary Revenue, and enquire into the Extent of the 
Royal Power over it, it will be taken by others as an Admiflion, 
that the Law is clear for the previous Confent ; and as I do not 
in any Sort intend this Compliment to the Adverfaries, I muft 
comply with the Faihion. T h e  Hereditary Revenue then by 
Common Law  confifts in the Crown-Rents, Compofttion Rents, 
Cr/fual-Revenue^ &c. This  Branch of the Revenue is comput­
ed to amount to feventeen thoufand Pounds per Annum ; a 
very Small Part of four hundred, forty-four thoufand, fix hun-



* e d  anci e i g h t y - t w o  Pounds, the nett Produce o f  all the 
Hereditary Revenue, m the Y ea r ending the 25th o f March 
J 75 3*

T h e  Hereditary Revenue by Statute L a w , is compofed o f
i t ' V z  i t '  TonnaS e and  Poundage, Hcartb-nicnev 
IPine ^nà Strong i t  ater Licences. -

«  b v í ’ í r  */e an ^reable Charge referved to the Crown 
“  Ch 2 °  ment and Explanation.”  i 4 and 15

«  W3S ?ra? ^ ’ “  F ° r and towards the conftan/
«  u S  Ph m>L’ a" d to rc e s ’  and for defraying other pub- 
«  R Charges in the Defence and Prefervation of his M ajefty’s 

i\.eaim.  14. and 15  Lb. 2.

R r S n Z Seu nÁP l Ui ‘'g‘  T re in Part § ranted b>' a Statu:e in the £ o f Henry the Seventh.------T h e  new Tonnaoe and Pound­
age were granted ,4  , 5. Cha. 2, »  Fo, the better guarding; 

and defending the Seas againft all Perfons intending,g or tha!
I! mfay, lntpnd ,the D>i urbance of the Intercourfe of The Trade 
^ o f this Realm, and for the better defraying the necelîary E x -

!nc" lfc  and «  »  

«  tl earl h-m°n‘yL was granted, 14 and 15 Ch. 2. /„ Ueu o f  the 
Profits of the Court o f IVards &c. with this remarkable 

^reambJe, expreliing the Conlideration o f the Grant, “  For- 
«  afmuch as nothing conduceth more to the Peace and Profpe- 
«  ° [  a K u ’Kdom, and the Prote&ion of every fingle Per*
^  fon thereir, than that the P u b l i c k  R e v h n u i  t h e r e o f

«  mayJ.1e ln lojne Meafure proportioned to the publick Chartres 
and E x p e n c e s  ; in C o n i id e ra t io n  thereof,  & c.

7, ^ L£’  and Beer Licences were granted, i± , ie .  Ch 2 
W ine arid Strong Water Licences 17 , 18. Ch. 2. and were 
granted partly to prevent Diforders in the Country ; but chiefly 
the better tojecure the Payment o f  the inland Excife ; and there­
fore may be properly called Branches o f the Excife

T h e s e  feveral Branches o f Revenue, Hearth-money except­
ed ,  were n o t  made a 1 erpetuity, without much murmuring and 
btruggle; a. may be fairly gathered by a Meffage delivered from

aa k d CCS, «  H° ufe o f Com m ons on the 25th of June 
*< T h  7  ulr Pnncipal Secretary of State, importing,
it at ':hcre ™ecen yet f°m e A fts  before the Houfe, that.con-
«  ' e™ ed. hls M areft/s Revenue, which they defired might be 

^ f en lnt?  ff eedy Confideration, for the better defraying the 
Charge o f  the Army and other important Occafions; and the

« l u ’ î ° r I/* . Cnhey conceived it a D uty incumbent upon 
t h e m  to  his M ajeity, to  fufpend giving the Royal AJftnt unto
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«  the great B ill of Settlement, until it Jhould be accompanied with
“  thofe other Bills o f the Revenue:’

T h i s  was feemingly a harih Mefíage, but had it s Effedt, by 
qui ckeni ng the Houfe. T h e  Lords Juftices aded honourably 
to both Parties ; for they knew this Revenue was the ftipulated 
Price of the A£t of Settlement, and that their Inftru<Stions were 
pofitive, not to pafs the one without the other : This  Meffage 
therefore, in this Light, was Paternal ; becaufe it fignified the 
Dancer, and kindly pointed out the Method to prevent it.

A n d  nothing could have prevailed upon them to comply, but 
NeceiTity. T h e  Hereditary Revenue, or a blind Submiffion of 
all their' Property to the abfolute W ill  of the King, or a Civil 
W a r before them : And wifely they chofe the leaft Evil.

In the Conduit of this whole Affair, that eminent and excel­
lent Patriot R O G E R  B O Y L E ,E a r l  of Orrery,G r a n d f a t h e r  
to the  prefent S p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s ,  was 
pr i nc i pal l y  concerned. His Head, Heart and Hand, all remark­
ably good, were ever engaged in the Service of the Englijh In- 
tereft in Ireland. T o  his wife Management we chiefly ©we the 
obtaining fo good a Settlement for this Country ; and a good 
Settlement it was indeed, confidering the powerful Rivals the 
Proteftants had in the Favour of the King, to whofe Mercy all 
Things in this Kingdom were unhappily left. T o  Him alfa 
was owing the cautious Terms, in which thofe Revenue Laws 
were drawn ; Term s, which at this Day intangle and confound 
the Advocates for the Previous Confent.

Special Appropriations were not the Praétice -of thofe Days, 
in England or Ireland. General W ords in Laws importing, 
T h a t  the Revenue was granted to the K ing, in Truft for pub­
lick Services, were deemed fufficient : And that the Words made 
ufe of in the Afts of Excife, Tonnage and Poundage were relied 
upon as fufficient for that Purpofe, they being not created in lieu 
of any other Revenue of the Crown, (as the Confederations, 
Pa^e 20 , 27, intimate, without the leaft Shadow of Reafon) 
may appear from the wife and cautious Form of, and Provifions 
in, the Hearth-money A il,  which was fubftituted in the Place o f
another Branch of the Revenue.

IVardjbips, in lieu of which Hearth-money was granted, were 
ever looked upon to be more an Eftate at the K ing’s W ill ,  than 
any other. Therefore, a rich Wardihip was fure to be the Prey 
of fome Court Beggar. T h is  Eftate, from the Profufe and 
wanton Management thereof, produced little to the Crown, and 
brought great Calamities upon private Families, by the Tyran ­
ny and Oppreffion of thofe to whom thefe IVardJhips were be- 
Itowed ; who knew they got them, to turn them to the beft A c ­
count for themfelves. This  raifed great Clamour, and a ftrong

Incl ination
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Inclination in all P e o p le ,  to get rid o f  this Grievance at any 
R ate ; And fo the Rich threw the Burthen from themfelves up­
on the Poor ; and hence grew the T a x  of Hearth-money. But 
none other would content the Court : F o r  it was forefcen, thac it 
would be fureft and eafiefl: colie&ed, and that it would infallibly 
increafe, as the Nation grew in Circumftances.

T H E . Patriots at Court, of whom R O G E R ,  Earl of Orrery, 
was Chief, forefew, that if this new Revenue was exprefsly crea­
ted in Lieu of another, over which the King had indeed exerci- 
fed a defpotic Power, without any Words of Reftraint; that a 
Pretence would be derived from thence, to make as arbitrary an 
Ufe of the new, as he did of the oid Revenue. And therefore 
was that fignificant Preamble fixed to it, which I mult here again 
infert, and wiíh I could properly place it at thj^Fop of every Page 
in this my W o rk , that the Reader might n ^ e r  Iofe Sight of it.

F o r a s m u c h  as nothing conduceth more to the Peace and 
cc Profperity of a Kingdom , and the Prote&ion of every fingle 
“  Perfon therein, than that the P u b l i c k  R e v e n u e  t h e r e o f  
“  may be in fome Meafure proportioned to the publick Char- 

ges and Expences; In  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e r e o f , ^ .
I t  might have been thought, that this would have been fuffi- 

eient Security to the Nation ; and that fuch an Exprefs, ftrQqg 
Declaration of the Right of the P u e l i c k  to the R e  v e n u e ,  
could not have been explained away, even by the Author or Au­
thors of the Considerations,if he or they had been then Inhabitants 
of this líland. But thofe Patriots (and furethe Age was happy, in 
which they ruled at Court,) to remove every Pretence for Mif- 
application, nay, to furniih the Crown with a legal Excufe for 
not complying with the importunate Sollicitations of ravenous 
Courtiers, turther inferted an Injunction, “  T h at this Revenue 
** fhall not be particularly charged or chargeable, either before 
“  it be paid into the Exchequer, or after, with any Giits, Grants 
<l or Penfions whatfoever And that all and every Grant of 
“  any fuch Reniions, and all and every Claufe of non obflavtes 
“  therein contained, (hall be, and is hereafter declared to be, 
u  utterly void, and all and every the Perfons to whom fuch 
“  Grants are, or (hall be pafTed, ihall be, and are hereby, made 
“  Accomptants unto his M a efty, his Heirs and Succeilbrs, and 
<c ihall pay back a 1 Sums of Money received by Pretence of fuch 
“  G ra n t;  and the Court of Exchequer is hereby enjoined to 
tc iilue out Procefs accordingly.”

N or  would they re'd here; they fufpe&ed that Parliaments 
might not be called : W h o  would then cenfure a Breach of the 
L a w  ? Alas ! In thofe Days, Prerogative every where received 
Protection: Anc was fa uncertain in it’s Defcription that pailive 
Obedience was the only Security the Subject had. I his we 
c a n  learn at this Diftance of T im e  from Books only ; they ha\

B doubtlels,
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doubtlels, from Knowledge, a much ftrongef ImprelTion of thole
F  a£ts.

T h e y  therefore refolved to engage others, by Intereft, to 
give the Law  motion, and to that Purpofe inferted a Claufe, e- 
nacfcing, 44 T h at if any Perfon or Perfons, Bodies politick or 
44 corporate, ihall at any Tim e hereafter procure, or accept of, 
44 from the King’s Majefty, his Heirs or Succeilors, any Pcnfi- 
46 on, Gift or Grant for Years, Life, or any other Eftate, or a- 
44 ny Sum or Sums of Money, of the Revenue ariiingby Virtue 
44 of this Act, that then fuch Perlon or Bodies politick or cor- 
44 porate, procuring or accepting the fame, ihall forfeit double 
44 the Value of fuch Pennon, G ilt  or Grant, the one Moiety of 
44 which Forfeiture ihall be to the Ufe of the Pariih or Pariihes 
44 where the faid Offenders be or inhabit, to be recovered by 
44 the Church-Wardens, the other Moiety to him that will fue 
44 for the fame, by Action c f  Bill, Plaint or Information.

T h e r e  was now but one Branch of the Statute-Revenue 
left, which was not attended by an exprefs Declaration of the 
T ru ft for which it was granted, viz. £$uit-Rtnts. An Occalion 
happened loon arter the Revolution to do that alfo. For King 
JVilliam had been taught by his Minifters, that he had a Power 
overall the Forfeitures in Ireland, and was prevailed upon, by 
them, to whofe Opinion he fubmittcd, to execute his Power, by 
granting them away. But the Parliament of England, 1 1 IVilL 
3, refumed thofe Grants ; and left the fame pernicious Advice 
might one Day prevail in the Cafe of Quit-Rents, which ftood 
in lieu of Forfeitures, and of Courfe fubje£t to the like Power, 
enadted 46 That all Quit-Rents, as alfo Crown-Rents and Chief- 
44 ries, belonging to the Crown of Ireland, /hall fo r  ever be for  
44 the Support o f the Government ^  Ireland, andjhall be unalien- 
44 able.

T h e  Parliament which granted this Hereditary Revenue was 
kept on Foot, till it had compleated every Thing that wasnecef- 
farv, for explaining and confirming the new Settlement, and for 
fecuring the Revenue ; and then, in 1666, was diiiolved.

T h e  Confidence placed in the Crown, by granting a perpetual 
Revenue, was ihamefully abufed; for during the reft of Charles's, 
and throughout all his Brother fames s Reign, a Parliament was 
not held in Ireland.

T h e  great and fenfible Effect o f  the Revolution, was the Re- 
ftoration of Parliament; for this alone could provide effectual 
Means to fecure Religion, Liberty and Property ; which in the 
latter D a y s  o i Charles were Names only ; but in the Reign of 
fames had not even Names left.

W h a t  the Ohfervations tell us, Page 7 ,  of the Di ft redes of 
Ireland by the long Difufe of Parliaments is undoubtedly true. 
46 T h e  Inhabitants were opprefied j Induitry, Arts and Sciences

44 w ere
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!! 7 rf neg ^ c d ; even the Pub lick Revenue was mifmanao-ed: 
<c 5 V,1 *Tort’ every T h in g  was wretched for want of Parlia- 

ments. ’ Surely, no good Man could wiih that this Nation 
lould return to io woeful a Condition. He certainly would be 

a molt bitter Enemy, both to the K ing and his SubicRs, who 
would adviie fo defperate a Meafure. And yet (unwittingly I 
hope) this Author gives broad Hints againfl this Country, Paçe 
ij j where he fays, “  The grofs Produce of the old additional, 
^ unappropriated Duties, without including the fix pence a 
^ f ound payable to the Vice Treafurers, was, at a Medium 
^ for twelve Years, ended a tLady-day 1753, 1 49,865 /. a Y e a r;  
"  and this, with many Deductions thereout, for Parliamentary 

Cjrants, tsc. is all the Nation pays fo r  having the Benefit of 
‘ frequent Parliaments.”

I t  is a bad Compliment to his Majefty to fay, that the N ati­
on pays fo r  Parliaments ; when it is notorious, that the Nation 
has a Right to frequent Parliaments ; and his Majeily has moil 
eminently diilinguifhcd Himfclf in prote&ing the Rights of all 

is Subjects. Befide, it is by his*own Confeflion, as neceiTary 
or the Crow n as ior the bubjeót, to hold frequent Parliaments ; 

hnce the Miferies of the Kingdom, to be incurred by want o f 
arliaments, muit dimimfh the Revenue o f the Crown, as well 

as the Property of every Individual.
7 h e  Parliament hath not hi.herto ihewed any Difpofition to 

retufe the Crown what Aid was required from them ; and if the 
Sum they mention appears diminutive in their Eyes, it muil be 
for want of being fufficiently informed o f the Condition of the 
Country, and the Demands of the Crown ; for then, they would 
know , ihat it is all that is afked, and full enough for a Kingdom 
to pay, that is almolt undone by Luxury, out of which that R e ­
venue arifes.

I m u s t  be indulged, In thus making Digrefiions with m y  Ad- 
verfaries, otherwife f< me dangerous Doctrines, which they now 
and then Hide in, would pafs upon the Readers as invincible*.

I n c r e a s e  o f  Charge growing upon the Government quicklv 
a;ter the Revolution, and the Hereditary Revenue becoming too 
narrow to fupport it, neceflitated the Crown to demapd Parli- 
mentary Supplies. And thefe being granted, as often as afked, 
in general I crms, fo r  Support o f the Government, make, with 
the Hereditary Revenue, that b und by which the Expence of 
all Publick Services is defrayed.

I HE Reader having now before him a minute Recital o f  all 
Particulars neceflary to preccde the DifcuiTion of the main Que- 
ílion, I ihall enter into the Rcafons, that are given in Juflificati- 
on oi the rejecting of the Money Bill 011 the 17th of December 
1 753* B y the name of .Money B ill I mud call it (notwithilanding 
both my Antagonifls diilikc it) if I mean to fpéak properly ; as it

B  2 diredis
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directs the Application o f  M o n e y ,  and contains nothing  in it 
befide.

T h e  Obfervations have (I cannot think with a good Defign) 
faid, in Page ?4, that, “  One Argument employed for rejeding 
“  the Bill, was raifed on the Pretence of the foie Right of having 
“  Money-Bills take their Rife in the Houfe of Commons, and 
“  that no Alteration ihould be made in thofe Bills after they ate 
“  prepared by the Houfe.”  And he has employed himfelf from 
the Beginning of the 8th Page, to the End of the 15th, in com­
bating this Objection ; and has brought upon the Stage the Votes 
of : b;2  in Favour of Sole-Right, and Lord Sidney's famous Pro- 
teft, and diredlly charged the Majority of that Da;,, with an o- 
pen Invafion of Poymng s Law. I his Mifreprefentation has, by 
all Accounts that have been received frcm Great-Britain, crea­
ted many Enemies to us, who from their Love of Liberty, and 
their Zeal to pieferve all thejufl Rights of the Commons, would 
certainly have declared on our Side, if they knew that all this 
Author hath faid was Fidlion ; and that the real Struggle of the 
Commons was, to preferve the Regularity o f Proceedings in Parlia­
ment.

T h e  Confutations indeed have been kind enough "to fay, 
Page 20, “  Some indeed have imagined that the Recital’s hav- 
“  ing been infer ted in Great Britain, was the Reafon of re- 
“  jetting the Bill : But I do not fuppofe it could be fo.”  W h y  
then hath he taken up fo much of a ihort Pamphlet to ihew his 
Learning upon a Queftion not there difputed ? Would it not
have been more ingenuous, to have faid------It was not fo  ; Thus
generoufly writing in Favour of Adverfaries in a Pamphlet, 
which the Author knew was t<? vifit every Hole and Corner in 
the three Kingdoms, would have caft fuch a Light of Candour 
on the Whole, as would have gained it a Credit, not to be pro- 
cured by any Pafs.

Su r e I am, that the only Argument I have met with, for fe- 
ven Years, in Behalf of the Sole-Right, is in the Confi derations,
* aSp 33* 44 The Right o f granting Money is admitted to be in 
“  the Commons.”  I fuppofe he cannot with all his Art perfuade 
the World, tnat there is any material Difference between ole- 
Riff ht agd the Right.

I r i s  eflential to this Kingdom, that it ihould be well known,
where only it can be hurt, and from whence all Benefits muft
be derived, that we: are not the mud People, our Enemies de-
fcrihe us to be ; but it will be enough in this Place, in order to o-
verthrow the malicious Purpofe of the Obfervations, to add, as
the Conjurations authorize me, Page 22, That the B ill was re-
juried, fo r  Objeflions raifed to the Subjiance o f the Alteration, and
according to its Merits, as it was conceived, the Commons had a
Ktght to do ; upon an Jpprehenfion that their Negative was not yet 
tu ken fo n t  them. p '
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. . rrtr t 21 1
F o r  it was often and direft ly  faid, that the only Caufe o f

oppofingthe Preamble, which determined the Fate o f the Bill, 
was, becaufe the W ords iignifying his Majefty’s previous Con- 
fent weie therein ; which Words were looked upon to he intcn- 
ded to eftabliih a Right in the C row n, of fuch a Nature, as 
would forbid the Commons to intermeddle in any Surplus, that 
was now or hereafter might be, in the Freafury, unapplied, 
without his M ajefty’s Confent being firft fignified : T h a t  they 
knew not that the Crown had fuch a Right : T h at the Power of 
the Crown over the hereditary Revenue was to apply it to pub­
lick Services within the Kingdom : T h a t  the additional Duties 
were granted, not upon Eftimates, but upon fixed Eftabliihmenrs, 
and only to make up the Deficiency of the Revenue : T h a t  the 
Surplus, whatever it was, or might be, mull proceed from the 
additional Duties, becaufe the hereditary Revenue muft be all ex­
pended, before that given in Aid could be applied ; and whether 
it arofe from its producing more than it was given for, or from a 
Saving, by the Eftablifhment not being kept full, as it was, or 
was deligned to be, when the Provifion was made, it was all 
the lame ; the Surplus muft belong to the Publick, and be con­
sequently fubjedt to the Difpofition of Parliament. T h a t  in this 
Ofefe, particularly, it was due to the Nation, that had made a fe- 
parate Provifion to pay the Intereft of the Debt when it lay a hea­
vy  C log upon Government, that it ihould be reimburfed out of 
a Surplus grown upon the Aggregate Fund, which muft have 
borne the whole Debt, if the Nation had not created a Fund for 
it :  I  hat the Crown hadever thus confidercd the Cafe ; for it is 
certain, that Credit was ever given to the Nation for Surpluses, 
even in this Seflion ; and that all former Surpluffes, as well as 
the prefent, have been carried foiwaid in the Eftiniates for Sup­
ply, and have been applied to the current Service of the Interval 
between Sellions ; and what makes this Argument of ft111 area-C C
ter W eight is, that it is known by every Body, that thefe A c ­
counts and Eftimates are all prepaied by the King's Servants i 
That therefore departing from tne confiant Method of Proceeding 

in Parliament would be a betraying o f their Confttuents, and 
an unpardonable Offence : T h a t  they fnould always pay equal 
Regard to the Prerogative of the Crow n, and t the Libertv of 
the Subjedt ; but muft ever guard againft the Eftablifhment of 
a new Prerogative ; and therefore difVgreed to the Preamble.

A n d  all this w a s  i l luftrated by  Fadts re lated ,  and P r e c e d e n t s  
quoted and not controverted.

W a s  not this an honourable and wife Procedure upon the 
Merits alone ? Hath this the Face o f  Anger or Party ? Doth it 
carry the leaft Appearance o f  Oppofition to the C r o w n  ? Doth 
it not put the Queftion fairly upon the T e f t  o f R e a f o n  and 
Ufage ? And if  that Reafon and that Ufage rife up in Judg-
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ment againft the Bill, what Recompence can be made to thofe 
injured Perfons, who have fufFered in R^nutation, by an Im­
putation of Difrefpefl to Majefty, or perhaps by a Sufpicion of 
Difloyalty ?

A n d  by Reafon and Ufage they ftiall be tried, in Oppofition 
to verbal and Pamphlet-Argument.

T h e  principal Argument of the Advocates for the Bill is, 
That by granting the Revenue in general Terms, and not with 

fpecial Application, the King is made foie Judge of the Applica­
tion, and hath fuch an Eftate in the Surplus, that the Com ­
mons cannot meddle with it without his previous Confent. T o  
inforce this, one faid “  He had a mixed Eftate ; for he had 
“  by Common Law , five or fix thoufand Pounds per Annum ; 
“  and though but five Pounds of this loofe Eftate were mixed 
cc with four hundred thoufand Pounds of the Statute Eftate, 
“  no Part could be laid Hands upon by the Commons, be- 
“  caufe every Part was affe&ed by the five Pounds.”  This 
muft be fubmitted to the Confideraticm of common Lawyers ; 
f o r  it doth not favour much o f  Equity. And hereafter, it will 
appear clearly, that even this Eftate is as limited as any other.

A n o t h e r  faid, “  That the Title of the Crown was as that 
“  o f  a Partner.”

I f that be true, Partnerfhip implies ah Equality. An un­
common State of Partnerfhip it would be, where one Partner 
had not a Right, to propofe the Application o f any Part of the 
Stock, to the Ufe of the Partnerfhip, without firft having the 
Confcnt o f another Partner to make the Propofal.

À  third faid, “  That the whole Revenue was the abfclute, 
“  uncontroulable Property of the Crown, to do with it as it 
“  would, and that nothing could limit it ; which he proved 
“  from a very antient Maxim, viz. Nullum tempus occurrii Regis”  

T h i s  Sentiment was ftrenuoufly recommended by a fourth, 
with a pofitive Afturance, That the bejl Lawyers in England and 
Ireland <vuere o f that Opinion.

B u t  a fifth, not relying upon any o f  the former Titles, 
very fortunately hit upon a Medium, that hath brought this 
Matter to an Iflue : For he after ted, that there was a Royal 
'Trufl in the Crown. This Opinion after much canvafting was 
adopted by the Party, and by their Order, I fuppofe, hath been 
fince promulgated in the Conftderations, page 22, as the Title 
they reft their Caufe upon, in thefe Words,

“  T h a t  the Truft of applying the Money given by Parlia- 
“  ment to the Crown, without any fpecial Appropriation, is, by 
“  the Laws and Conftitution of this Kingdom, vefted in the 
“  Crown fo r  P U B L I C K  Services.”

I t  is very furprizing, that Contention about this Matter 
fhould longer fubfift, when both Sides agree in Principles ; for

a private
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kprivate ïnterefl cannot by the greateft Art be extracted out of 
a publick Truft ; and consequently a private W ro n g  cannot 
grow, by the publick controuling the Truft, which was of its 
own Creation, and for its own Ufe. ^

T h i s  Seems to be undeniable. T h e  Conclufion then drawn 
from the above PremiiTes, ci T h at when an Application iliafl 
tc be propoSed by any Power, the Confent of the Crown muft 
cc be previous thereto,”  is abfurd.

B e c a u s e  the Crown hath but a T ru it  for the publick 
Service.

T h i s  appeared to me fo clearly, that I thought it idle, to 
bring the Hereditary Revenue, that was with fo much P r u d e n c e  
and Forefight Secured for the publick Service, into the Con tro­
ve rfy, as a M atter that could, from any private Intereft in 
the C r o w n ,  make a Difference advantageous to the Previous 
Confent.

B u t  indeed^the Author o f  the Confederations has been ex­
tremely unlucky, in accommodating his Adverfaries wilh A r­
guments againft his Caufe, and in throwing them into aCourfe 
o f  Reafoning from his Premifies and Proofs, that mud end in 
his Overthrow.

T h u s , page 40, he faith, <c T h e  principal CTbje&ion is,
€f that the Produce o f  thefe Several Funds, is accounted ror to 
“  Parliament ; and from thence it has been inferred, that it is 
<c Publick M oney, Subjeót to Parliamentary Application, with- 
“  out other Confent, than what is given by the Royal Allent to 
“  the Bill, when pafTed into a Law . This Seems founded on 
“  a Miftake, as to the ReaSon, and Manner, ot laying the Pub- 
“  lick Accounts before the Houfe of Commons, as will appear 
“  from a fhort Hiftory o f  this Ufage, and an Account ot the
“  Effeóts of it.”  * _

T h a t  which is denominated by him, to be a principal O b ­
jection is moil certainly a ftrong Argument againil: the NeceS- 
f ity o f  a Previous Confent, and o f  CourSe an Obje&ion to his 
Doótrine ; but I cannot admit it to ft and in the firft Place. 
T h e  Principal Argument drawn from L a w  and Realon is un­
doubtedly the Power o f  the Crown over the Revenue hitig but 
a Trufe fo r  Publick Service, and ftands the fírem oft Objection 
to his‘ ConcluSion. T h e  Second will he taken from the L a w  
and Ufage o f  Parliament; and this which he calls Principal is 
a Branch of that U iage, but fhall be examined diilin&ly in this 
Place fmce he lays fo great Strefs upon it ; and if it ihall happen 
by his fhort H ijkry , and his Account o j  the Effeâls of it, to be 
rather confirmed, than ihaken, I hope the Reader will allow me
the full Force o f  it.

In  Expeaation o f  this Piece of Juílice, I ihall attend the Con- 
ft'derations, Step by Step, in this Argum ent, and try the ^alue 
and W eight o f his Proofs. B 4 I*
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I t  was  not indeed wife, to fet out with fo difingenuous an 
Aflertion as the following, page 41. “  No Account of the Dif- 
“  pofition of the King's Revenue in this Kingdom, was laid 
“  before Parliament, till the Y ear one thoufand fix hundred 
“  and ninety-tvro, when the Crown wanted further Sup- 
“  plies.”

W o u l d  not any Man, a Stranger to the Hiftory o f  this 
Country, conclude from hence, that there had been frequent 
Opportunities, of laying the Account of the King’s Revenue 
before Parliament ? Y e t  it is certain, that from the compleat 
fixing and eftabliihing of the Statute-Hereditary-Revenue, viz. 
from 1666, to the Y ear 1692, containing a Courfe of 26 
Years, there was not a Parliament in Ireland. And for this 
Reafon alone, we may fafely conclude^ that the Account of 
the King's Revenue was not laid before Parliament; for on the 
firfl Opportunity, the Commons called for it, and had it.

T h e  Confiderations proceed thus: “  Then indeed, a Mo- 
“  tion was made, that fuch Accounts might*be brought in : 
“  But the Reafon of the Motion appears on the Journal, viz. 
ci 'That it might be the better known what Supplies were neceffary 
“  to be given to their Majejlies. So that they were not called 
lt for  as a Right, but deftred as a Direction for their Difcretion 
“  in the Grants they were making.

T h is  is a Mifreprefentation from Beginning to End. If the 
Precedent he makes life o f  were fufficient to (trip the Commons 
of a neceffary Right ; it was not made at a Tim e that a candid 
Man would ckufe to take a Precedent from. For by the long 
Difufe of Parliaments all were then fo ignorant in the Forms, 
that when the A£t of Recognition came from the Lords, and 
was paffed the third Day of the SeiTion, a Committee was ap­
pointed, u  T o  find out by Precedents, whether it fhould be 
iC returned to the Lords.”  And on the fame Day another 
Committee was appointed, “  T o  know how  the Committee 
“  of Grievancesfhould comeat Records, Accounts and Papers 
“  in the Hands of Officers of the Revenue or others.”  And 
this was done, though the Journal of the preceding Parliament 
abounded with Inilances of Powers granted to Committees, to fend  

fo r  Perfons, Papers and Records: So that probably there was 
not in the Houfe a Man, who had ever perufed the Journal. 
Butfurely there is very bad Logick in this Aflertion. A  M o­
tion was made that certain Accounts fhould be brought in, that 
it might be the better known what Supplies were neceffary to be given 
to their Majeflies. Therefore they were not called for as a 
Right, but dcfired as a Direflion for their Difcretion in the 
Grants they were making. And pray, had they not a Right to 
call for that, which was to direâl their Difcretion ? But indeed 
the Author of thefe Confiderations did not attend carefully

to
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to this Precedent, or did not apprehend the Import of it ; for 
it lie had, he would have found therein a ftrong Afl’ertion of 
the Right of the Commons to call for Accounts.

I t  muft be obferved in the firft Place, that the Reafon for 
the Motion is given to the Houfe, not intended for an Apology 
to any other Body.

T h e n  it appears, that the Secretary being prefent took 
hold of the Opportunity, and informed the Houfe, that his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, had put the Papers in o his 
Hands, to be laid before the Houfe : But the Houfe did not 
acccpt o f them in that manner, and thereupon conceived this 
O rder :

ic O r d e r e d ,  T h at the State o f  the Revenue o f the Nation9 
“  and the Ellabliihment both Civil and Military, be brought 
ic into the Houfe the morrow Morning.”

A n d  the morrow M orning they were brought in. W as 
this calling for a Right, or defiring a Direction ?

I h e  Occafion o f the Reafon for the Motion being inferted, 
appears evidently to proceed from that R e f e n t m e n t  which the 
Houfe iliewed throughout the SeiTion, upon Account o f the 
Indignity they thought had been put upon them, in the Lord 
Lieutenant’ s Speech. For by his Speech, they were given 
plainly to underftand, that neither the Quantum o f  the SupJ>ly, 
nor the Means o f  railing it, were left to their Confideration. 
And accordingly, two Money-Bills did afterwards make their 
Appearance in the Houfe ; one of which palled, and the other 
was thrown out. But furely from this Account o f the Matter, 
it is evident, w hy thefe Words, «  T h a t  it may be the better 
“  known what Supplies are neceflary to be given to their Ma- 
“  jetties,”  were inferted ; and that it could mean nothing 
more, than that they would have other Evidence o f what Sup­
plies were neceilary, than the Bills, that they knew were pro­
vided for them. I muft confefs that Houfe o f Commons were 
too fond o f entering their Reafons o f Aótion upon their Jour­
nal. T h e y  did not indeed want Spirit, but they wanted Pru­
dence, in exprefsly fetting down the Caufe o f exercifing their 
Negative, which it was their Right by the Conftitution to exer- 
cife ; and therefore entering their Reafons could do them no 
Service, and certainly gave great Advantage to their Adverfa- 
i ies. But unhappily for this Enem y to the Rights o f  the C om ­
mons, the Houfe did that very Seilion call for Accounts relating 
to forteited Goods, and did on the 20th of Ofiober appoint a 
Com mittee to examine thofe very Accounts ; which cannot 
fail to ilrike every Body with two Obfervations :

F i r s t ,  that thefe wçre not called for, The b e t t e r  to know 
•what Supplies Jhould be granted to their Majejlies.

S e c o n d l y , that thefe w e r e  particularly Accounts relative to
forfeited
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forfeited Goods ; (which have been called/ in and out of Parlia­
ment, by ail the Friends to the Previous Confent, his Majefty’ s 
private Eftate ;) but were yet called for  by the Commons, in their 
own Right, and that at a T im e, when they knew there was a 
Commiffion from his Majefty, to make the fame Enquiry out 
o f Parliament ; and that the Committee did make a Report ; 
but its being made the laft D ay of the SeiTion, was the Caufe 
that nothing farther was done thereon.

I n the next Place, the Confiderations affert, cc That for the 
“  fame Reafon, the Publick Accounts have been, every SefTion 
“  fince, brought into Parliament: So that, in Truth, were 
“  not Supplies demanded, fuch Accounts would not have been
“  tendered.”  ^

T h e  laft Part of this is merely conjectural ; becaufe, there 
has not been a Parliament, wherein Supplies ,were not defired, 
and the Accounts laid before the Houfe. Indeed the SeiTions of 
1692 and of 1713 were cut ihort by Prorogations, before they 
could compleat their Bufmefs: That of 1692 was prorogued 
in Refentment for an Invafion on the Prerogative : That of 
1 713 was prorogued to fave wicked Minifters, who would have 
eftablifhed Arbitrary Power in this Kingdom, the better to pro­
mote their Jacobite Schemes; if they had not been checked in 
their Career, by a gallant Proteftant Houfe of Commons, with 
a Speaker at their Head, zealous fo r  the SucceJJion in the illujlri- 
ous Houfe o f  H A N O V E R ,  and by his Blood, Intereft and 
Principles, firmly connected with the Rights of his Country.

T h e  Author is certainly miftaken in the firft ot his Affertions, 
and would have been convinced'in that, if he had but caft his 
Eye on the Preceedings in the Seflion of 1695, next to his be­
loved one in 1692. He would there have found, that the Pub­
lick Accounts were called for by the Houfe, for various Purpofes. 
T h a t  they were firft referred to the Committee of Supply, and 
after the Quantum o f Supply was refolved, that then, at the In­
stance and Motion of the Committee of Supply, another C om ­
mittee was appointed to examine the Accounts, and many Par­
ticulars were given in Charge to that Committee, no way re­
lative to the Supply, but altogether to the Management of the 
Revenue.

In 1697, the Commons, by their own Authority, ordered 
fundry Accounts from the Treafury, and from fhe Commiifio- 
ners of the Revenue, to be laid before them, as of Right, and 
particularly of the Forfeitures ; which I cannot omit to obferve, 
u pon Account of that nice D;ftin6tion recently made, to ferve a 
T u rn, between the Private and Trufl Eftate of the Crown ; a 
Diftinction, which we find not favoured anywhere in the C om ­
mons Journal.

I  will readily grant, that when Accounts have been brought
into
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into Parliament, without Call o f  the Commons, they have 
been generally brought in, to point out the Quantum o f  a 
Supply, or for fome other Purpofe o f the Government. But it 
is as certain, that thofe Accounts have been applied to other 
National Purpofes, as often as the Commons liked fo to do * 
and that the Commons have never looked upon themfelves to 
be circumfcribed by the Purpofes for which the Accounts might 
have been’ at firft introduced.

I n  1 7 0 3 ,  the Commons ordered thefeveral Officers to lay the 
feveral publick Accounts before the Houfe, and when they were 
brought in, a Committee was appointed to infped them ; and 
this Committee did not ^61 in the humble Manner the Conftdera- 
tions would dire£1.

I t  will not be improper to point out a few o f the Obferva- 
tions o f  this Committee, that the Confiderations may be convin­
ced they looked upon themfelves to have more Authority than 
fome People would in thefe Days allow them.

“  D u k e  o f  St. Albans, Richard E a r l  o f  Ranelagh, & c. P e n f io -
“  n e r s . -------W e  know not upon what Confiderations the'above
“  Penfions were granted.”

“  L i e u t e n a n t  Colonel MontargtYs Pay o f  Lieutenant C o- 
€C lonel and Captain o f Foot, till provided for.— N ot provided 
“  for. Quere, w hy n o t? ”
v “  M r . Juftice Dolben, one o f the Juftices o f  the Common 
“  Pleas, 600/.— Memorandum. He received 200/. for tvvoCir- 
€( cuits, o f  which he went no Part, and which by the exprefs 
(< W ords o f the Eftablifhment, ought to be faved to the Queen.”

I t  would be too tedious in this W o rk ,  to recite more A r­
ticles o f  that fpirited Report. I  recommend it to the Perufai 
o f  the Author o f  the Conjiderations, that he may be fatisfied, 
that a Committee o f Accounts hath fomething more to do for 
the Nation, than barely to bz direfled, to afcertain the Quantum 
o f  a Supply.

T h e  Committee o f  Accounts in 1725 and 1745 l° ng> 
after the Supply was granted, and examined upon O a th ; 
which doth not feem to be a neceflary Step toward grant­
ing a Supply.

E u t  why íhould I laboriously fearch for Evidence, when I 
can bring this Author, as ulual, to be a Witnefs againft himfelf.

H e ,  in Page 47, forgetting all he had faid in former Pages, 
faith thus: cc N or is the Publick without a Remedy in Cafe o f 
“  Abufe : T h e  true parliamentary Check will always remain, 
<c either to withold futu:e Grants, in proportion to Mifapplica- 
cc tions, or to puniih thofe, who (hall wickedly advife fuch A d s  
Cl as would be a Breach of the publick Truji ”

T h e  Author will not difpute, that it will be nccefiary to look 
into Accounts, to detedl Abufes or Mi/applications of the pub­
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lick Money. But if the Commons have not a Right to call 
for them for fome other Purpofe, than merely to direft them 
in granting Supplies, how ihall they come to a Knowledge 
of the Abufes or Mi/applications ? He will not fuppofe, that 
Minifters, who advife thofe Abufes, will publiih their Offences, 
and fupply Evidence to ruin themfelves if the Conftitution will 
not compel them fo to do. T h e  Abfurdity is fo great, that it 
would be an Affront to a Reader, to take more Pains to expofe it.

A  C o m m i t t e e  of Accounts appears, from all that hath 
been faid, to have commenced with Parliaments after the R e­
volution, and is now become fo much a Part of the pailiamen- 
tary Conftitution, that by a {landing Ol der of the Houfe, no Sup­
ply can be granted, until the Committee Jhall make a Report ; and 
whenever that Committee hath reported Credit to the Nation, 
it will be found by the uninterrupted Practice, that the Sum in 
Credit, whatever it hath been, was ever appropriated to the cur­
rent Service of the next Term  for which the Supply was grant­
ed ; and that it cannot be otherwife, without breaking in upon 
the Chain of publick Accounts, that hath fubiifted iince the hril 
Grant of additional Duties, in Aid of the hereditary Revenue.

A n d  thus I am fairly brought to the proving, by the Law  
and Ufage of Parliament, that every Surplus of the Revenue hath 
been appropriated or applied by the Commons, to publick Ser­
vice, with the AdniiJJion and AJfent o f the Crown.

T h e  firft Parliament that met after the Parliament of 1662, 
was that of 1692, as hath been often related. T h e  W ar was 
not over more than a Year when this Parliament aflembled ; the 
Country was not then recovered from its wretched Condition, 
and the Revenue could not be in a better State. So that we can 
learn nothing from this Period, relative to the Revenue, fave 
that the Forfeitures were greatly mifmanaged and embezzeled.

A n d  indeed the Reader would find little Entertainment in 
any Matter Í could pick out of the Parliamentary Hiftory rela­
tive to the Subjedt I am upon, before 1703. Then indeed a re­
gular Method of Proceeding was plan’d and executed, and hath 
been adhered to fir.ee.

H e r e  I ihall begin, and relate with Exatfnefs the Proceed­
ing of the Commons in granting of Supplies ; which, if diligently 
attended to, will more effe&ually bring the prefent Controver- 
fy to an End, than all the ingenious Arguments that can be in­
vented. For Fails ftare Men full in the Face, and can only be 
put out of Countenance by Fa£ts. W it  may get the better of 
Truth ; but all the Arguments of the cunningeft Logicians will 
not perfwade a M an, that his Eyes are not open when he feeth ; 
or that he liveth not when he feels. T o  Fadls therefore, he, that 
ièeks iincerely for Truth, will ever refort, and when they de­
clare againft him, he will candidly fubmit, and not trouble the

W o r l d
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W orld with Contention, or endeavour to engage Men, to wafte 
their I ime, and dillurb their Neighbours, with everlaitino; Dif- 
putes an W rangles, for the Sake of Conqueit only.

T h e  Peace o f Ry/wick was enfued by an Enghjh Law for 
difbanding the Arm y, except a certain Number ;* and by this 
L a w , the K ing was permitted to keep up twelve thoufand Men 
in If eland, to be etlablilhed in the Manner the Adfc prefcribed ; 
to be all natural-born Subje&s, and to be maintained by Ire- 
land. 1 his Eftablifhment was well pleafing to the Kingdom, 
and the wife Hero then upon the Throne forefaw, that France 
would not keep any Term s with her Neighbours longer than 
while (he was recovering her Strength ; and therefore refolved 
to make as good an Ufe of the L a w  as he might, and to fill the 
Irijh Eltabliihment. 1 his neceilarily drew after it a great 
Expence, which, as it was foon difcovered, the Hereditary- 
Revenue could not alone afford ; and therefore a Parliament was 
called in 1703, the Duke of Ormond being L o r d  Lieutenant, to 
give an Aid to that Revenue.

T h e  Lord Lieutenant told the Commons from the Throne, 
ci I hat her Majefty expedted from them only to difcharge the 
“  publick Debts, and to make the Revenue e q u a l  to the
u  Expence o f Government.,,

A n d  from the fixed Rule in this Speech, the Meafure of Sup­
ply has been computed from that D ay, without Variation.

I n the Addrefs of  Thanks, the Commons promifed, “  T o  do
ail in theii Power, in their then Circumftances, for difcharg- 

“  ing the Debt oi the Nation, and defraying the Expence o f  
“  the Eftabliihment.”  *  -

A n ,3 toward fulfilling their En^aeemcnt, they refolved, 
“  T h a t  a Supply he g 4nted to her M ajeity.”  But before 
they proceeded to afcertain the i^uantum of that Supply, they 
appointed a Committee to inípeót the publick Accounts, which 
they had culled tor, and to report their Opinion.

I h e y  then p?iiêd a Bill, ‘ • For an additional Duty of E x-
cife upon 1 ;’eer, A!e and other Liquors, for one Y e a r ,”  which 

had been propoled in Council and trauimitted in Form, accord­
ing to Pcynings L a w , and became a L a w , before the Supply 
was granted.

I h e  Committee o f Accounts next made a Report, and re­
ceived the I hankis of the Houfe for faving the Nation a Sum of 
one hundred and three thoufand three hundred and iixty eight 
Pounds, four Shillings and four Pence, which by Mifreprefenta- 
tion was charged as a Debt on the Nation ; and then the 
Houfe proceeded to vote a Supply, which wras done with the 
ilridteft Regard to the Demand from the Throne, and to their 
own Engagement.

Ï q r  pait  T i m e ,  th ey  rciolved ; u  T h a t  the F u n d s  form er-
“  ly



tc IY granted by Parliament, and the Revenue o f the Kingdom, 
ct were fuificient to fupport the Government, and to difcharge 
<c the publick Debts to and from Michaelmas 1703.”

F or Tim e to come, they refoived ; “  T h a t  the Supply be a 
cc Sum fujficiênt to make up the Deficiency of the Revenue, to fup- 
“  port the necejfary Branches of the Eftabliihment for two Y  ears.”  

T h e n  they refoived ; “  T h a t  a Sum not exceeding one hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand Pounds be granted, to make good the 

“  Deficiency of the neceffary Branches of the Eftabliihment, 
for the Support of the Government for two Years.”
T h e  Quantum of the Supply being thus fixed, the W ays and 

Means of raifing this Supply were next to be thought of : For 
this Purpofe they refoived ;

I. “  T h a t  fuch Debt as (hall appear to be due to the Na- 
“  tiotij ihall be Part of the one hundred and fifty thoufand 
46 Pounds granted to her Majefty.”

II. “  T h a t  the half Y ear’s Quit-Rent, which became due 
cc at Michaelmas, amounting to twenty nine thoufand Pounds, 
cc is fuch a Debt due to the Nation, as ought to be taken and 
cc reckoned as Part of the one hundred and fifty thoufand. Pounds 
tc granted to her Majefty.”

III. “  T h a t  there is a further Debt of two thoufand two 
<c hundred and thirteen Pounds, four Shillings and eleven Pence

due to the Nation, which ought to be taken and reckoned as 
cc part of the one hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds granted to 
46 her Majefty.”

IV . “  T h a t  the additional Duty ofExcife  upon Beer, A le, 
<c and other Liquors, granted by an A£t of this prefent Sefiion 
“  of Parliament for one Year, commencing Michaelmas 1703,

be valued at, and taken for, thirty thoufand o f  the faid one 
cc hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds granted to her Majefty.”

V .  T h a t  the fame additional Duty, o f  Excife upon Beer, 
<c Ale, and other Liquors, granted for one Year by A£t of this 
46 prefent Seilion of Parliament, be further continued upon all 
4C Beer, Ale and other Liquors, for and until Michaelmas 1705.”

V I. “  T h a t  the additional D u t y  o f  three P e n c e  H a l f -  
penny per Pound W e i g h t ,  upon all T o b a c c o ,  w h i c h  ihall  be

<c imported into this Kingdom, for two Years, ihall be 
tc taken for fifty thoufand Pounds, of the one hundred and fif- 
C6 ty thoufand Pounds granted to her Majefty.”

B e s i d e  thofe recited Articles, there were additional Duties 
granted upon Linen, Muflin, Calicoes, and Molafles, and 
four Shillings p£r Pound on certain Penfions and Grants, the 
Produit of which, it was expected, would amount to the Re­
mainder of the Sum of one hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds.

H eads  of a Bill were ordered upon the faid Refolutions, and 
a Law aitei wards pafled to grant to the Queen, the feveral ad­
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additional Duties mentioned in the Refolutions, with a gene­
ral Preamble, fetting forth, “  T h a t  the Commons well knew- 
4* jng? that the Security, Peace and Profperity o f this your M a- 
<c jefty’s Realm, neceilarily depend on the Support of your 
“  Majefty’s Government, hate in mofr thankful Acknowledg- 
“  ment of your M ajefty’s moft gracious Difpofition and tender

Care to preferve youi People, in the full and free Enjoyments 
“  or their Religion, Law s and Liberties, (the Effedts and Fruits 
<c whereof do daily rejoice the Hearts of all vour good Sub- 
“  jecls) freely, cheariullv and unanimouily given to your M a- 
“  jefty, & c .”  J

I f  the R.eprefentatives o f thofe Days had been all Prophets 
they could not have provided a more ample Proof of the Power 
oi Parliament ever the Hereditary Revenue, and of their T it le  
to every Surplus ariiing thereupon, than this which they have 
tranlmitted to us ; with which alone we are able to encounter 
fuccefsiully every A rgument that hath been produced in Faveur 
of the novel political M axim , of the previous Ccnfent o f  the 
Crowir being neccilary, before the Commons can even propofe 
to apply any Surplus.

Í  o r  hence we may obferve that under the T itle  o f a Supply 
f . q u a l  to a Charge, no Provifion can be made for future C on ­
tingencies, becaufe they cannot be torefeen ; therefore what are 
cailed extraordinary Expences of Government (amongft which 
are king’s Letters) mull be in the Commons alone to allow or 
tlifallow, there being no Provifion made for them ; and that when 
the Charge and Revenue are made by Computation e q u a l ,  if  
the Charge dimmifhes, or the Revenue increafes, the Advantage 
ought to accrue to the Publick ; for, if the Publick muft re­
pair the Deficiency, it ought certainly to avail it felf of any Im ­
provement. And this will be found, to have been the uniform 
Pra£Hce o f Parliament.

• T h e  Demand from the Throne, that the Revenue ihould 
be made e q j j a l  to the Charges o f  Government, which hath 
not been varied in Subftance to this D ay, ihould alone determine 
the Queftion, and give up the Surplus to the Management o f 
the Publick.

B ut  to remove all Pretences for even doubting, fortunately 
it happened, that at the fame time, a full Expoiition of the In­
tentions of all Parties was made, and as clear and explicit a D e ­
claration of the Right of the Commons, to apply every Surplus, 
a* M en could think of.

7  h e  Intention of the Crown is evident, that all it defned 
was to have from the Subject, as much Aid as, being joined to 
the Produce of the Hereditary*Revenue^ would fupportthe G o ­
vernment; and the only Support theGovernment expeâed was,to 
have its Eitabliihment maintained. For by a fixed Eftabliihment
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only could the Proportion be afcertained between the Charge and 
the Revenue. T h e  Commons having taken the Eflabliihment
into Consideration, (for they did not look upon themfelves to 
be bound even by that) and having cenfured very freely the un- 
receiiary Branches thereof, made an E il:imate of the (landing 
Revenue of the Kingdom, and found there would be required 
one hundred and fifty thoufand Pounds, to be given in Aid of 
that Revenue, to fupport the neceflary Branches of the Eilab- 
Jifhment for two Years.

T o  raife this Sum, they fir ft applied it-Rents due at M i-  
chaelmas, to the Value of twenty-nine thoufand Pounds. Quit- 
Rer.ts are undoubtedly Part of the Revenue before granted to the 
Crown; and indeed that Parr, that the Advocates for the Pre­
vious Confent moil ftrongly infift upon, to be private Eftate, as 
iffuing out of Forfeitures, Y e t  without any Oppofition from 
the Servants of the Crown, this is called a Debt due to the N a­
tion, and applied in expreis Terms by the Publick, to the Ufe 
of the Publick. That this Application may appear in its ftrong- 
eft Light, it ihould be obfeived, that the Provifion making for 
the Support of Government was to commence from Michael­
mas 1703, at which time thefe J-jJuit-Rents became due, and 
therefore the Revenue unapplied at that Day was really a Sur­
plus, after the Exigencies of Government were fatisfied, and 
returned to the Publick, and was appropriated in the Manner I 
have mentioned.

N ow , Reader, be fo juil to yourfelf and the Majority o f  your 
faithful Reprefentatives, as to turn to Page 42 of the Confedera­
tions, where you will find the following Words :

“  T h e  going through the Accounts, is only to enable the 
u  Houfe to judge, what may be the Meafure for the Supply ; 
“  not ço appropriate the Ballance, if any there fhould be; for 
46 that remains as Money already veiled in the Crown, for Pub- 
<c lick services : And I do not know of any Inftance, where fucji 
cc Ballance has ever been appropriated by Parliament, without 
<c the previous Confent of the Crown.”

C a n  there be an Excufe invented for this Author, who went 
back to 1692, to find out a fallacious Argument, to divert the 
Commons of a moil important Power, the Infpeclion of Pub­
lick Accounts; and would not {lop in his W a y , at 1703, to 
read and confider a Precedent that would have faved him much 
Trouble in contriving, and me a good deal of Labour in unra­
veling his intangled W o r k ?

In the next Place, they applied, “  Another Debt of two 
u thoufand, two hundred and thirteen Pounds, four Shillings, 
“  and eleven Pence, due to the Nation, to the fame Purpofe.”  

T his will admit in moil Part of the lame Reafoning with 
the laft.

I n

[  32 ]



I n  the third Place, they applied the Additional Duty o f E x -  
cife upon Beer, & c. granted by an A ft  o f  the fame Seflion, to 
the fame Purpofe, and valued it at thirty thoufand Pounds

, D tlîen» they proceeded to f ix  upon additional Duties to 
compieat the Sum.

• i? £ E rí m l r°m the dead co.uld not convince Perfons, who 
will ihut their Eyes, and flop their Ears againft fuch conclufive 
.Evidence as this.

in Til be faid’ that thefe T h in Ss are not mentioned
the Act: ot  P a r l ia m e n t ,  and therefore do n o t  appear to h a v e  

neen le g a l l y  granted.  .

T o  which this will be a full Anfwer : T h a t  they needed not be 
mentioned in the A i t  o f  Parliament, which was only to autho­
rize a new Collection o f  Duties; but that the great Duties 
granted by the A f t  o f Parliament, having been valued in 
the Committee o f W ays and Means, i f  thofe Debts, and A d ­
ditional Duties were not taken as Part o f the Supply o f one hun­
dred and fifty thoufand Pounds, it would have been deficient in 
the bum o f fixty one thoufand, two hundred, and thirteen 
rounds, iour Shillings and eleven Pence.

I n  the Seflions o f  1705 and 1707, there do not appear anv 
articulars remarkable upon this Occaiion.

B u t  in 170g, the Committee o f  Accounts reported, “  T h a t  
there will remain in Credit to the Nation at Midfummer i 7o g , 
over and above all Charges o f  Government, feventy one

• thoufand and nineteen Pounds, one Shilling and five Pence.”  
1 h i s  confiderable Surplus, very confiderable indeed, when 

the Supply for one Y e a r  amounted but to feventy-five thoufand 
fou n d s, was the particular O b je ft  and Care of the E a rl o f  
tv'barton, then Lord Lieutenant,-who, doubtlefs, wiihed to fee 
ltdifpofed of to the beft Advantage : And therefore propofed 
in his Speech from the Throne, «  T h a t  the Commons ihould 

, t^̂ce into Confideration, whether it would not be for theirSer- 
vice to put fome o f  their Fortifications in a better Condition 
ot Defence ; and whether it would not be reafonable for them 
to have a fufiicientQuantity o f Ammunition and warlike Stores 

always before hand; and whether it would not be abfolutely 
necelTary to think ot building fome proper and fafe Place for 
the keeping o f  thofe Arms and Stores, which they had alrea­
dy, and which they might think fit thereafter to provide.”  

Ingenuity ot M en could not devife a more effectual 
Method to difpofe o f a Redundancy.

T h  e Houfe of Commons of Ireland never wanted G ene- 
rofity to their Governors, when they were not dealt with rough­
ly ; and this Governor was too well acquainted with the W orld, 
not to know how to pleafe thofe he defired to win.

So that the Committee o f  Supply, having, as ufual, voted a 
Supply for the neceiTary Branches o f the Eftabliihment,”  

in the next Place refolved, C  "  T h a t
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<c T h a t  a Supply be granted to hi?t Majefly for buying  
<c Arms, Ammunition, and other warlike Stores for the Militia 
“  of this Kingdom; and for building and providing Arfenals in 
“  the feverai Provinces of the Kingdom, to lodge and fecure 
“  the faid Arms, and Ammunition and other warlike Stores.”

A n d  what amounts to a Demonftration, that the Redundan­
cy was the Fund for this new Charge is this, that the Supply 
granted for the ufual Service of the Publick, and for thefe addi­
tional Services, which befpoke great Expence, was but the old 
one of feventy-five thoufand Pounds/wr Annum ; and that in- 
ftead of adding new Duties, the old Duties upon white, painted, 
and jlaincd Callicoes, and all other Sorts o f Linen, were granted ta 
the Ufe o f the Linen Manufaflure.

In i 7 i o ,  the Committee of Accounts reported in the firft 
Place, “  T h a t  t h e  B a l l a n c e  d u e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n  a t  
“  M i d s u m m e r , 1709, a m o u n t i n g  t o  s e v e n t y  -  o n e

“  THOUS AND AND NINETEEN POUNDS,  ONE SHILLING AND
“  f i v e  P e n c e ,  H a l f - p e n n y ,  h a s  b e e n  d u l y  c r e d i t e d  
“  t o  t h e  P u b l i c k  ; ”  and reported alfo a new Ballance 
o f  eleven thoufand, five hundred, forty-feven Pounds, feven 
Shillings and eleven Pence, lo be due to the Nation at Mtdfum- 
mer, 1710.

In 171 i ,  the Committee o f  Accounts, with like Care, re­
ported, cc T h a t  t h e  B a l l a n c e  i n  1710 w a s  d u l y  c r e -  
í C  DI T E D  t o  t h e  P u b l i c k  ; and that there was then in Cre- 
“  dit to the Nation a Sum of fix thoufand, four hundred, thirty- 
€e three Pounds, feventeen Shillings and feven Pence.”

I n 1 7 13, there was no Report from the Committee of A c­
counts, the Parliament having been fuddenly prorogued, for a 
Reafon herein before related.

B u t  in 1715, the Committee of Accounts carried back their 
Enquiry to the Y ear 1 7 1 1 ,  and reported, “  T h a t  d u e  C r e -
“  DI T  HAD EEEN GIVEN T O  THE PUBLI CK  FOR THE  B a L -  
“  LANCE IN 17  1 I . ”

In the Committee of Supply of this Y  ear,there is a very remark­
able Resolution, which fhews the great Care and Nicety there 
was in thofe Days, that the Publick fhould have due Credit upon 
all Occafions. There was, as there is ilill, upon the Eftablifhment, 
a certain Provifion for the Support o f  Barracks: This having 
been provided for, but not expended, the Committee of Supply 
refolved, “  That Credit ought to be given to the Kingdom for 
“  feven thoufand, one hundred, forty-two Pounds, three Shil- 
“  lings and a Farthing, being uniflued of the Barrack Fupd 
which reduced the Debt of the Nation, as reported by the Com ­
mittee of Accounts, to fixteen thoufand, one hundred and fix 
Pounds, eleven Shillings, and one Half-penny, which was the 
firft Debt contracted by the Kingdom. I**

[ 34 1



ÏN this SeiFion fifty thoufand Pounds were borrowed at Inte- 
reft, to put the Kingdom into a proper Condition o f Defence; 
left any Difturbance, encouraged by the Rebellion in Scotland, 
ihould happen therein, in Favour of the Pretender.

I n  the Committee of W ays and Means, “  T h e  Produce o f a 
** Bill pafTed, for granting additional Duties upon Beer, A le ,
“  Strong W aters, Tobacco, and other Goods and Merchandizes 
“  for fix Months,”  was voted Part o f the Supply, as was before 
done in the Y e a r  1703.

A n d  there can be no Difpute that this was as abfolute a L aw , 
as any ot thofe that created the Hereditary Revenue ; and that, if  
the Commons had not a Right to apply to the Publick Service, 
the Produce ot the Hereditary Revenue, neither had they o f  
this recent Law . It was as full a Grant to the C ro w n ; the 
Truft was the fame in the one as the other; yet did not the leail 
Objection arife to this Application.

T o  pay the Intereft o f  the fifty thoufand Pounds, fome ad­
ditional T axes were created ; amongil which was one o f  four 
Shillings in the Pound upon Penfions and Employments: But 
thefe new T axes were added to the aggregate Fund, and no fe- 
parate Account kept o f  them.

I h e  Debt then in 1715 was the Sum o f fixty-fix thoufand, 
one hundred and fix Pounds, eleven Shillings and one Half­
penny, and grew  in 1717  to ninety-four thoufand, five hun­
dred and forty-tour Pounds, thirteen Shillings and two Pence 
three Eighths.

I n  17 19, the Debt fell to eighty-feven thoufand, five hun­
dred and eleven Pounds, four Shillings and feven Pence Far­
thing; in 17 2 1 , to feventy-feven thoufand, two hundred and 
fixty one Pounds, fix Shillings and feven Pence; and in 1723, 
to fixty-fix thoufand, three hundred and eighteen Pounds, eight 
Shillings, and three Pence Farthing.

I n  thofe feveral Inftances o f reducing the National Debt, 
fince the Y e a r  17 17 , no other Means were made ufe of for that 
Purpofe, but an Application o f  the feveral Surplufes. Hence it 
is manifeft, that in that T im e  a Sum of twenty-eight thoufand, 
two hundred, and twenty-fix Pounds (being the Surplus upon 
the whole Revenue) was, without Hefitation or Contradiótion, 
applied to eafe fo much of what was called the National D eb t: 
And it is as fure that this was done, without any Form o f Pre­
vious Confent, but in the ordinary Manner o f accounting between 
Debtor and Creditor ; the lame Manner that hath been continued 
to this D ay, as will hereafter clearly appear.

In  1725, the Debt grew to one hundred and nineteen thou­
fan d ,  tw o hundred and fifteen Pounds, five Shillings and three 
P e n c e ;  in 17 2 7, to one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand, 
th re e  hundred and feventy-one Pounds, fifteen Shillings and fix

C  2 Pence ;
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P e n c e  ; and In 1 7 2 9 ,  to t w o  hundred and tw e n ty  thoufand, feven 
hundred and thirty Pounds, fifteen Shillings and threePence.

T h i s  great Debt occafioned fo large an Arrear upon the Efta­
bliihment, efpecially upon the Military Part thereof, that it 
caufed Inconveniencies and Difficulties to the Governm ent; 
which the Commons refoived to remove, not having any rea- 
fonable Hopes, that the ordinary Revenue would be fufficient 
to reduce fo confiderable a Debt in any convenient Tim e. For 
this Purpofe they refoived to borrow one hundred and fifty 
thoufand Pounds, and to provide a feparate Fund, to pay the In­
tereft of that and the fifty thoufand formerly borrowed, until 
the Principal ihould be paid off : Becaufe, as the Preamble to 
the A 61 expreffed, “  So great a Debt could not a t  p r e s e n t  
(C be difcharged, and the neceifary Branches of your Majef- 
<e ty’ s Eftabliihment fupported, without fuch Supplies as would 
“  greatly burthen your Majefty’s faithful Subjeâsof this King- 

dom.”
T o w a r d  paying this Intereft, they took the T a x  of four 

Shillings per Pound upon Penfions and Employments, which 
was originally added to the aggregate Fund for Payment of the 
Inetereft o f  fifty thoufand Pounds, from the ordinary Supply, and 
made it Part of this appropriated Fund, by which the Intereft of 
the whole Debt was to be paid.

A n o t h e r  great Arrear grew upon the Eftabliihnrent o f  
1731, and it was found neceifary to borrow one hundred thou­
fand Pounds more, to add it to the former Debt, and to ap­
propriate the fame Fund to the Payment of the Intereft of this 
new Debt alfo, and to apply its Surplus, whatever it might be, 
toward difcharge of the Principal, by a new Law , with the like 
Preamble, importing, “  T h at fo great a Debt could not a t  
“  p r e s e n t  be difcharged, and the neceffary Branches o f  the 
iC Eftabliihment fupported.”

T h e r e  were afterwards other Sums borrowed, and placed 
upon the fame Fund, to be paid Intereft thereout.

T h e  Law  for providing this Intereft had never any Continu­
ance longer than for two Y ears; and one political Reafon, 
plainly to be difcovered, was, that though they could not a t  
p r e s e n t  difcharge the Principal, out of the ufual Supplies, 
(which, truly they had a gloomy Profpeâ of ever being able to 
do) yet it was not fit totally to give it up, as a thing altoge­
ther defperate ; and therefore, by giving the L aw  but two 
Years Continuation, they referved a Power of applying any 
Surplus that might arife to this P u b l i c k  Service.

W h e t h e r  this Reafon was expreifed or implied it matters 
not. It is clear, that the Publick Accounts always did keep the 
Principal and Intereft of the Debt feparate; and in the National 
State o f  the Account, made up and figned by his Majefty’ s-

Acçountant-
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Accountant-General, the Principal Debt hath always been car­
ried on as a Charge againft the Nation, without any Notice 
taken o f  Intereft ; and Credit hath ever been given for the 
Surplus arifmgupon the Fund provided for paying Intereft, and 
made applicable by L a w , to go toward the Difcharge o f the 
Principal.

f  o r  the Uluftration o f this Matter, I muil infert States o f  the 
National Account at different Periods.
A  g e n e r a l  State o f the National Account, f r o m  Lady-day

1 7 49, to Lady-day 17 5 1.
Hereditary Revenue, nett ------
Additional Duties, nett, with Poundage 
Surplus o f  Loan Duties, over Intereft

[ 37 ]

Debt o f  the Nation at Lady-day 1749 
Civil Lift —
Military Eftablifhment
Payments purfuant to A &  o f Parliament, ÜV. 126356 14

8 7 2 8 0 0  i 8 ‘ H i
3 6 6 0 3 3 I 3

26647 2 3

1 266 í ^t 2 «T-
2 0 5 i 17 l 8 6
i 46'i 34 8 41
I 6 6 1 5 I 19 i
I 2 6 3 5 6  I 4

I 2 4 3 7 6 i 0

W h ich  being dedu&ed from the amount o f 
the Revenues, there will remain in Credit 
to the Nation at Lady-day 175 1 22370 I l i |

A  g e n e r a l  State o f  the National Account from Lady-day
1751, to Lady-day 1753.

Credit remaining to the Nation at Lady-day 17 51 22370 1 1 1
Hereditary Revenue, nett ------  866672 6 3
Additional Duties, nett, with Poundage Fees 349733 13 10 
Surplusof Loan Duties,over and above Intereft 25089 14 11

Civil Lift ---------- »- ■
Military Eftablifhment ----------
Payments purfuant to Aóts o f Parliament, &c.

I263865 l6 11

143705 O 8
762571 7 7
I 5 2 4 I 5 9 7

IO5869I 17 10

W h ich  being deduâed from the former 
Credit and Revenues, there will remain 
in Credit to the Nation at Lady-day 1753 173 12 1
I t  is not a little furprizing, that it fhould be thought at this 

T im e  neceffary, to wait for the Confent ot the C ro w n , to ap­
ply what the C row n hath already, by its Servants, given the 
Nation Credit for, and which only waits for proper Application. 
But the Obfervations have made two Objections to m y I rain 
o f  Argument which muft be anfwered, or all the Pains I have 
taken will little avail. C  3 I n



I n  dating the Account of 1745, he faith, “  That the Na- 
<c tional Debt appears to be but two hundred and fifty-eight 
“  thoufand, five hundred and fsventeen Pounds, ten Shillings, 
“  and fix Pence, and at the fame Tim e the Nation paid Inte- 
“  reft for three hundred and thirty-five thoufand Pounds ; and 
“  that the Revenue exceeded the Charge of Government, in 
“  the two Years immediately preceding, by the Sum of fe- 
“  venty-one thoufand, nine hundred and forty-feven Pounds.’7

B E itfo :  W hat is the Inference? That it is extraordinary, that 
the Nation fhould be reported, to be in Debt but two hundred and fifty- 
eight tboufand,five hundred andfieventeen Pounds,ten Shi/lings andfix 
Pence ; and [hóuld i f  it had a Power over the Surplus,without the P r e ­
v i o u s  C o n s e n t  o f the Crown, pay at the fame time Interefl for  

fo  much a greater Sum ; and not only fubmit to this Hardjhip, but 
afo raife a further Sum of fevenly thou f in d  Pounds, at Interefl.

T h e  Author of thefe Óbfiervations will find, i f  hepleafes to 
examine,  that the Difference between the two Debts,  amounts 
but to feventy-fix thoufand four hundred and eighty-two Pounds, 
nine Shillings and fix Pence ; and that the Ballance in the T r e a -  
fury  was really at that T i m e  but thirty-three thoufand, fix hun­
dred and nineteen Pounds, feven Shillings and ten P e n c e ;  and 
that the former Difference was occafioned by the Nation having 
Credit  for all Arrears, fome o f  which never will become Caih. 
T h i s  M atter  was not forgotten to be mentioned in the Houfe at 
that time ; but upon receiving this fair A n fw e r ,  was not fur­
ther infifted upon. Y e t  let us fuppofe the whole Sum had been 
in t h e T r e a f u r y ;  will any M an  o f  L o y a lty  fay, that the C o m ­
m o n s  o f  I r e l a n d ,  diftinguifhed for their firm Attachment 
to theilluftrious Houfe o f  H a n o v e r ,  fhoirld not rather bor­
ro w  any Sum they wanted at any Intereft, than to take from 
that Treafure, at a Seafon when an A r m y  o f  S c o t c h  Rebels 
had prefumed to march into the Heart o f  E n g l a n d  ; when all 
the P r o t e s t a n t s  in I r e l a n d  were arming, to attend every 
Call  for the Service o f  their Excellent  K i n g  and his Royal 
Houfe, whofe Succefs alone could give them Security.

A n d  indeed the Neceffity o f  not touching that Money ap­
peared evidently in 174.7, when the Charge o f Government ex­
ceeded the Revenue by fifty-feven thoufand, eight hundred and 
thirty-feven Pounds, fixteen Shillings and four Pence ; which 
appears by the National Account of that Seflion, v iz .
Charge of Government ---------  Q14206 15 1
National Revenue, nett, ----------  856368 18 9

Difference 57837 16 4
B y  this true State of the Cafe, it feems, that if  the Com-

jnonshad not been more prudent, than the Obfiervations would 
have had them, the Government would have lain under frefh 
Difficulties, at a T im e when they could not have been eafily 
ihaken off. j T



I t  doth not appear there was any Surplus worthy the Confi- 
deration of Parliament, until the French W ar ended  in 1748 : 
T h e n  indeed there was fo prodigious an Im p o rtat io n  of  Fo o d  
for Luxury, that the Revenue afforded an unnatural  R e d u n ­
dancy ; and it cannot be laid to the Charge oi the C o m m o n s  
that they let the firft Opportunity pafs them, for t h e y  m a d e  t 
Application o f  128000/. in 1749.

T h e s e  Obfervations have made ufe o f  one Argument to c a p ­
tivate, that, if true, would not anfwer their Furpoie long ; but
as it is falle, muft in the End bring great Prejudice to thetr-
Caufe.

I t  b e g i n s ,  P a ^ e  20, o b fe r v in g ,  I hat in tne Y e a r  1 7 4 ^
“  there were Savings to the Nation,
u  O n  the iVIilitary E f t a b l i i h n u n t  1 7 8 1 3 0  11 o
“  O n  t h e  C i v i l  L i f t  -------------  1 2 0 2  1 2

l 793 j t  12 2
w h i c l i , ”  t h e y  add,  “  w a s  a v e r y  gre a t  E a f e  to the N ation .”  
P a g e  2 1 ,  th ey  m a k e  the l ike  R e m a r k  ot the Y  ear  17 4 3 - 

P a g e  2 2 ,  o f  the Y e a r  1 7 4 5 .
A n 6 Page 23, o f  the Y e a r  1747. And in fucceeding Pages 

they repeat the Rem ark o f the following Periods.
In  Pages 36 and 37, they apply their D odrine to ufe, and 

carry a Lift o f all the Savings, which they make to amount to 
four hundred, ftxty-nine thouJandy five hundred and one Pounds ; 
And in Page 38, have drawn from the W h ole  this notable 
Conclufion, «  T h at it appears, that the redundant Money 
“  in the Treafury, did not arife, as fome have vainly 
“  imagined, from Exceedings in the Aids granted^ to the 
u  Crown. It arofe from Savings on the Military Eftablith- 
«  ment, and Civil L ift, which amounted to above 100000/. 
“  more than the higheft Loan, and other Debt o f the Nation 
« ever was.”  And Page 39, they boaft, “  T h at they have 
“  confined themfelves to Fadls, that c a n n o t  be controverted, 
and that therefore they believe ; “  T h at the unprejudiced Rea- 
“  der, will find fufficient Reafon to judge, that thz i'omsntzrs 
“  of rejeding the Bill, (that is, the Majority o f the Houje 
“  o f Commons) do not deferve the much refpeded Names ot I a -  
«  T R I O T S ,  A N D  DE F E N D E R S  OF T H E  L I B E R T I E S  OF T H E I R

«  C o u n t r y . ”  c
T h e  Friends o f  that M a j o r i t y  of the C o m m o n s  (ot 

which Number, in Pride, I profefs my felf one) wi l l  f t r u g g le  
hard before they lofe thofe much refpeficd Na?nes, w h i c h  are 
given them by about two Millions ot People, notwithUanuing 
all the irregular Attempts made to poifon their Minds. 1 nere- 
fore I muft take the Liberty to controvert the Fa fir, upon 
which the Obfervations arefounded.
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I s h a l l  not take any Notice o f  the Savings upon the Civil 
Lift ; they are not worth repeating.

T h e  Military Savings are the only Objeót worthy Confide- 
ration, and ihall be fully explained. Every Body muft remem­
ber that the W ar with Spain broke out in 1739, and the W ar 
with France in 1743, or thereabout. Ireland is, in Tim e of Peace  
a Nurfery for Troops for Great-Britain-, therefore in W a r­
time t.iefe Troops are, as many as are wanted, carried into 
Oreat-Bntam  or abroad, as Occafion requires. Great-Britain 
having had upon her Hands at once a W ar with two fuch for- 
m x a b l e  P o we r s ,  w a s obliged to exert all her Force ; to keep 
her Lranfons full abroad to prevent Surprizes ; to act oftenfively 
\n America, and upon the Continent of Europe-, and defenfively 
at Home, Pro ans tffo cis , againft Sc o t c h  R e b e l s , ading in 
Favour of a P o p i s h  P r e t e n d e r , fupported by F r a n c e . 
In thefe various Diftreffes ihe had a Right to command all the 
I roops o f  this Country to her Affiftance ; and ihe did command 

them as ihe pleafed; and ihe might have commanded, in the 
me manner every P r o t e s t a n t  ^ I r e l a n d  that could have 

earned a MuJket,ox made even one of a Baggage-guard. T h e  leaft 
Murmur was not heard in I r e l a n d ,  though ihe paidfome of her 
1 roops out of the Kingdom upon that Occafion : So zealous were 

all to ipend their Blood andTreafurê in the glorious Caufe.
W h e n e v e r  the Eftabliihment is laid before the Houfe of

Commons for a Supply, it is provided for as if it were full, though 
it is well known not to be full at the T im e ; but it is fo orde*- 

left it may happen to be full before the fucceeding Seifion. 
I his was the Cafe throughout the W ar, and therefore the Diffe­

rence between the Provifion made, and the Expence incurred, 
hould not, for it cannot properly be called a Saving. T h e  

ccountantscharge the Nation with the whole Eftabliihment,

was 8nVt m Í “  f v t  l ° I  25 mU0h ° f the Eftabliftment as 
. fu!L ^ h a t  Advantage hath the Nation by this? It

nfthr V- ,mUC?  r ' oof’ fhat it greatly redounds to the Profit 
o f  the kingdom, to keep its Eftabliihment full, though a great­
er Expence were to follow.

thrB'T'T g,rant‘nS*his t0 be a Saving ; how much thereof is in
ft ,  w h • a r 6 FarthinS- T o  Prove this, I need only
fliew the fallactcxi Method o f  ftating the Account, by thè Ob fer-

bv Paríi °  1C ed,r at which the Surplus was firft applied 
by Parliament to the Payment of the Debt.

T h e  v T g 1 7 4 I ’ %  the Obfervations, w a s , 179332 12 2 
C W e  S r ° n ACC° Unt f° r teI,S a very different Story.Ss°N?rr“  — - & ri* 9 4o j o b i o  14 7

Charge above Revenue " ^ T T T T w h i c h

i jicrcafed
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increafed the National Debt juft fo much : W here were the 
Savings and the Eafe to the Nation ?

So in 1743, fay they, the Saving was £ .  i 1 3562 7 4
Behold again the National Account at that Period.
Charge o f Government —  ■ —  £ .8 9 8 1 0 8  9 9
Revenue N ett ---------- ------  °  894258 16 2

Charge above Revenue ------  3849 13 7 which
again increafed the national Debt.

In 1745 and 1747 they make the Saving £ .  105299 10 $
T h e  National Account ftands thus :

Revenue N ett ---------- ------  £ .  1773609 8 4
Charge o f Government — ~  — ■' 1755650 6 11

Revenue above Eftablifhment 17959 1 5 which
was carried to the Credit of the Nation as a Surplus.

So that inftead of a Redundancy, mifrcprefented to have 
grown in that I imc, o f  three hundred, ninety-eight thoufand 
one hundred and ninety-four Pounds, ten Shillings and two 
Pence, the Nation really contracted a Debt o f  thirty-eight thou­
fand, nine hundred and thirty-nine Pounds, Six Shillings and 
eleven Pence. •

W h a t  a  Caufe muft this be, that cannot bear a critical E x ­
amination o f  the Arguments propagated for it’s Support ? Figures 
can only deceive the M an , who underftandeth them not, or will 
not examine them. 'They ferve extremely well to impofe upon 
the ignorant, or the indolent. T h e  indolent will fay, who could 
think that any Perfon, for Favour or Intereft, Íhouíd venture his 
Reputation upon a Faét, that might fome T im e  ago be in the 
Breafts o f a few only, but by the printing of the Commons Jour­
nal, is now open to every Body.

I t  ihould then be an inviolable Rule with an indolent Perfon, 
never to condemn the accufed till he examines well j for there 
is no T ru ft  to be put in Party-Writers. If  their Arguments be 
formed on Fadts, be furc the F a d s  are impartially ftated, before 
you allow their Arguments the deiired Force.

I have yet one Part of the Confiderations to take notice of, that 
offers Precedents to fupport their Caufe. T h cfe  are Englijh or 
Irijh. T h e  Englijh Precedents in the Cafes of the is*<://* and 
Gin  A d s  anfwer themfelves ; for thefe were to affe£t an Eftate 
granted to the K in g for his Life, and fpecially appropriated to the 
Support o f his Houjhold and Civil L ift, not given in General for 
publick Services, but for certain publick Services. As there was 
no other Fund out of which thefe Services could be fupplied, it 
was agreeable to the ftriót Rules o f Juftice, that the Confent o f

the
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the Crown ihould be firft had, before that Fund ihould be affec­
ted prejudicially. But Eftates that are veiled in the Crown, by 
Common or Statute Law, for Publick Services, generally ftand 
upon a quite different Footing, as will be beft explained, by two 
well known Inilances, that, I fuppofe, will be admitted, atieaft 
to counterpoife thofe in the Confederations.

T h e  firft is, the A£l of Refutnpt'on o f Iriih Grants in the 
Reign of King William, which paíTed not only without his pre­
vious Confent? but direâly againil his known Inclination ; fo that 
in order to compel him to give his Affent, it was confolidated 
with the Money-Bill for paying the Army and Fleet ; and the 
Commons not only pofitively and peremptorily refufed to fub- 
mit a third Part to the King’s Difpolal, but alio tied up and fe- 
cured the Quit-Rentj ,  from being ever alienable. The next is 
more recent, for it happened in 1739* is to be feen by every 
B o iy  in the 17th Volume of the Parliamentary Debates Pa^e 4 29 * 

A Bill was m ive 1, f o r  the more effettual fecuring the Trade o f  

his Majeftys Britiih Subjects in America, and for the Encourage­
ment of S amen to enter into his Majejly s Service, which Bill was 
intended, partly togive all Captures made at Sea to Britifh Sailors, 

I t  w a s  objected by the Servants of the Crown, amongft whom 
was a Gentleman now a principal Minijler o f celebrated Honour 
and Prudence ; “  T h at, by the Conftitution, the Crown has the 
<c ‘foie and abfolute Property in every Ship and her Cargo that is 
cc taken from an Enemy, by any of his Majefty’s Ships of W a r;  
tc and therefore, when any Share of a Prize is given or promifed 
“  to the Captors, it ought to be confidered as a gracious Conde- 
cc fcenfion in the Crown ; and that no Law ihould be ever pro- 
“  pofed for that Purpofe, until a MciTage was’ brought from 
<c the Crown: T h a t a&ing otherwife would be a direct En- 

croachment upon the Prerogative Royal.”  And this was en­
forced by all the Eloquence and Reafon that the Thing would 
admit of.

I n Anfwer, T h e  Property o f  the Crown was- admitted ; 
46 but it was infilled, to bevelled in the Crown, as a Trujlee for 
<c the Publick ; and that Miniiters may be puniihed for a M if- 
cc application of that, as well as any other Property belonging 
tc to the Publick: T h at though it was a Bill for altering, nay, 
<c for abolifhing one of the Prerogatives of  the Crown, it could 
ic not be admitted as a Maxim, that no Alteration can be made 

with Regard to any of the Prerogatives of the Crown, unleis 
iC leave be given to do fo, by, a previous Meflage from the 
“  Crown.”

T h e Gentlemen, who fpoke againft the Bill, thought proper 
to drop their Oppofition, and it became a Law : And I do not 
remember, to have heard, that any of theMiniilers were punifh- 
ed, for giving up the Point \ or that the Gentlemen, who luc-

ceeded
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ceeded in the Debate, were charged with, or fufpe&ed of, car" 
rying about them a Spirit o f Rebellion.

I d o  not indeed think, that Precedents in the B ritifi Par­
liament, can in all Points direft the IriJJ) Parliament, becaufe in 
many Things they conftitutionally differ : But where Precedents 
are brought on one Side, the belt Method to end the Difputc is, 
to produce on the other Side, Precedents ftronger, and more 
pointed, as they have been litigated ; and fuch I apprehend 
thofe to be, which I have now offered. .

T h e  Irijh Precedents are taken from Addrefles to the Lord 
Lieutenant, in fa vo u r of the College and Charter-Schools, 
Ct 1  hat he would lay before his Majefty their bumble Defire, 
<c that his Majefty would be pleafed, out of his Royal Bounty, 

to give, Í3 c, T h is  is dcfiring t4 a Favour and acknowledge 
“  ing a Bounty, which would be abfurd, if  the Crown had not 
cc the Right of Application.”

T h i s  is indeed catching at a Straw. Are not all Grants of 
M oney made to the K ing ? Muft not all Applications be in his 
N am e ? Is not this allowed by every Body ; but do not the 
Commons, even in thofe Inftances point out an Application of 
certain Sums, to certain Ufes, not before provided for in the 
Committee o f  Supply ? Such an Application muft be called Boun­
ty 9 becaufe it cannot be called a Publick Service, being given to 
a Private  Ufe : For though the College and Charter-Schools 
are moft worthy of the Patronage and Care of the Publick, yet 
they are immediately under the Government of private C or­
porations, and theiefore, in a parliamentary Senfe, are not rank­
ed with Publick Services.

T h e  W ord  Bounty is certainly relative to the Nature of the 
Grant. It being then a Matter of Bounty, it would be altogether 
Anti-Conftitutional to Addrefs his Majefty, that he would be 
pleafed out o f their Bounty, to give, though it is well known 
the Commons muft make good any Deficiency. T h efe  mo­
dern Addrefles are taken from thofe of longstanding : T h a t  
in favour of the College is aTranfcript from another o f  1721, 
as to the Bounty. A t  that T im e  the Nation was in Debt in 
the Sum o f 77261 /; whofe Bounty was it then ?

B u t  this will be very clear, if Attention ihall be given to the 
M anner o f addrefling for Publick Service.

In i 7 i 5, an humble Addrefs was prefented to his Majefty, Hum- 
44 bly bcfeeching him to allow the half-pay Officers full half-pay 
44 from Augujl laft, and promifingtomake good any Deficiency.”  

A n o t h e r  Addrefs was prefented, humbly defiring, “  T h a t  
44 M r. Topham might be put upon the Eftabliihment for a Sa- 
44 lary o f three hundred Pounds per Annum, as Regifter of the 
44 Records of the Forfeitures in this Kingdom ”

In i 7 21 ,  an humble Addrels was laid before his Majefty,
44 That
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<c T h a t one Penny per Diem^ clear of all Deduftions, be add- 
<c ed to the Pay o f  each of the effective Soldiers of the feveral 
<c Regiments of Foot in this Kingdom, except to the Rcgi- 

ments of Foot which (hall be on Duty in Dublin 
T h e  Lord Lieutenant’s Anfwer will ihew, that notwith- 

ftanding the Humility of the Addrefs, it was taken as a Grant.
“  I will, faid the Lord Lieutenant, by the firft Opportunity, 

<c lay this Addrefs before his Majefty, which I doubt not will 
“  be very acceptable, as it is a farther Ioftance of the Duty 
tc and Loyalty of the Houfe of Commons, and will greatly tend 
<c to the Support of his Majefty’s Government.,,

Oftober 2 5 ,172 1 . An Addrefs was prefented to the LordLieu- 
tenant, u  That he would lay before his Majefty the humble De- 
c* fire of the Houfe, that his Majefty will be pleafed to order, that 
“  a Sum of five hundred Pounds be given to Stephen Cojlello for 
<c the many Services performed by him to the Publick

T h i s  laft Inftance efpecially juftifies me in the Diftinftion I 
have made withRefpeft to publick and private Applications of M o­
ney ; that no more is meant by Bounty than to exprefs it as a M at­
ter of a private Nature, and that itadmitsnoother Sort of Property 
in the Crown, than the others do, that is, á Truft for the Publick. 
I f  it were otherwife, how happened it that Application was made 
to the Commons ? For it is very well known, that the very Sums 
were agreed upon before the Motions were made. I fuppofe the 
Application was made for this plain Reafon, becaufe the Publick 
Money was to be accounted for before them, and thofe could not 
be called Publick Services, fuch as the Publick Revenue is grant­
ed for; and of Courfe no Part of that Revenue which had been 
granted for Support of the Eftabliihment only, could, without 
Mifapplication, which the Sanction of the Commons obviated, 
be applied to private Ufes, or in another W ord, in Bounty.

B u t  be that as it may, though the Commons had, through their 
great Refpeft for the Crown, ufed Words in an Addrefs, that 
might be wrefted to favour a Prerogative; yet I muft infift upon 
it, that it cannot be conclufive, whilft there are ftronger and more 
explicit Precedents on the other Side. Such I ihall now pro­
duce, and foclofemy Evidence.

In the Seflion of 1751,  an Addrefs was, at the Inftance of the 
principal Servants of the Crown, prefented to his Grace theLord 
Lieutenant,cc T hat he would be pleafed to lay before his Ma- 
4C jefty the humble Defire of the Houfe, that a Sum, not ex- 

ceeding the Sum of twenty-four thoufand Pounds, might be 
“  laid out in making Additions to, and providing NeceiTaries for, 
cc the Accommodation of his Majefty’s Troops in the new Bar- 
“  racks, and in building, rebuilding and repairing fuch other

“  Barracks,
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u Barracks, as his Majefty ihall judge neceiTary for the more conveni- 
“  enc Reception of his Forces, and the more effe&ual Security of the 
** Kingdom.”

I f there were Authority in the C row n to expend this M oney, w ith ­
out fuch Addrefs; why was it moved for, when there was fo confider- 
able a Sum in the Treafury  ? Surely, more Caution fhould have been 
ufed in a Matter grown fo tender by the then late Tranfaftions rela­
tive to the M oney-Bill. M ay an ordinary Man not furmife, that it wafc 
not thought quite fecure to trull to the Preamble pail a little before ?

T h e  laíl Inilance ihall b e  the Eilimate drawn up b y  an Officer o f  the 
C row n, and delivered b y  him to his M ajeily ’s principal Servants, M em ­
bers of the Houfe o f  Commons, for their Direction in m oving for the 
Quantum  o f  Supply.
Charge o f  C iv il  Eilabliihment at /*79399 14 7 year­

ly  amounts, for two Years, to Dec. 25, 1 755 158 79 9  9 2
Charge o f  M ilitary Eilabliihment at 3 9 1 6 3 1 16  3 I  

ye a r ly ,  amounts for two Years to Dec. 25, 1755  783263 12  7

Am ounting to— 942063 1 9
T o w a r d s  a n s w e r i n g  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  a p p l i ­

e d  T H E S u M  R h M A l N I N G  I N C R E D I T  T O  T H E

N a t i o n  a t  L a d y  d a y , 1753 --------  2 4 7 1 6 2  18 3J
A l s o  the N ett Produce o f  the Hereditary Revenue,

taken at a M edium  o f  feven Years laft pail 393796

M a k in g  together— 640 958 18 3 *-

Remains— 3 0 1 1 0 4  3 
A d d  to this Grants by Parliament—  46468 1 3 4

Quantum  o f  Supply to beafked— 3 4 7 5 7 2  16  9 %
L e t  not the Officer be blamed for having done this; let it not be 

fufpe£led, that he hath betrayed the Caufe which he was employed to 
advance. N o  fuch T h in g  : H e hath but followed the Precedents that 
have come down fucceffively from 1 703.

C o u l d  any Reader believe, that the much abufed Commons h a d  all 
this to fay for themièlves ? O r  can he now believe, that thofe who 
have moil abufed them, knew that all this was* faid for them before 
publickly  ? Yet the Fadl is fo ; for in T ru th , this is but a Recapitulation 
o f  fundry Speeches, with a more corredt Detail, peihaps o f  Fails.

C a n  he fufpeft from what is here related, or from any o f  the A rg u ­
ments made ufe of, that there was the lead Spirit o f  ’Rebellion in the 
Majori ty ,  or the leail Difpofition to throw off  their Dependancy upon 
the C rown of Great-Britain ?

Y e t  in this L ight have they been reprefented b y  their Enemies in 
England. But this is a llale Device. In the Beginning o f  this C e n ­
tury, th eT ruilees, adling under the famous Refumption L a w , fet up 
a  very Inquifition in this Country, fufpended all L a w  but their own, 
and were in all Things more like the Roman Decemviri in their cor­
rupt State, than l ik e  Perfons only impowered to a£l under the gentle 
Authority o f  England. T h e  People thus aggrieved could not hçîp

complaining :
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complaining : And then they were reprefented as Perfons defirous o f  
delivering themfelves fromaSubje&ion to an Enghjh Government. T h e  
Commons, when they met in 1703, iliewed a well-fpirited Refentment 
for this bafe Mifreprefentation, to fome o f  the Authors o f  it and re- 
ltored themfelves to the Favour o f  the Crown by an Addrefs, in which 
they thus delivered their Sentiments çlearly and emphatically.

“ W e  cannot, but with the deepeft Concern, take Notice to your 
“  Majefty, that our Enemies, by many groundlefs and malicious 
“  Calumnies, have mifreprefented us, (the fad and fevere Effects where- 
“  o f  we too fenfibly feel) and efpecially, as i f  we thought ourfelves, or 
“  defired to be, independant o f the Crown o f  England.

“ In Duty therefore to your Majefty, and to vindicate ourfelves from 
“  fuch foul and unworthy Afperfions, we here declare and acknowledge, 
“  that the Kingdom o f  Ireland is annexed, and united to the imperial 
“  Crown o f  England> and by the Laws and Statutes o f  this Kingdom 
“  is declared to be juftly and rightfully depending upon, and belong- 
“  ing, and for ever united to the fame, and that it never entered into 
“  our Thoughts to wiih the contrary ; the Happinefs o f  this Kingdom 
“  entirely depending on a fteady Duty paid to the Crown o f  Englandy 
“  and a good Correspondence with your Majefty’s Subjefts o f  that 
“  Kingdom. And we do unanimoufly affure your Majefty, that we 
“  will, to the utmoft o f  our Power, fupport and maintain your Ma- 
“  jefty’s rightful and lawful T it le  to the Crown o f  this Realm, and 
“  the Succeflion in the Proteftant Line, as the fame is fettled by Afts 
4‘  o f  Parliament in England"

M o s t  certain it is, that there is not one Froteflant o f  Irelandy who 
w ill not with Heart and Hand, at this D ay, fubfcribe that folemn D e ­
claration.

In the Year 1 7 1 3 ,  when the Commons made the moil glorious Stand 
againil the Attempts o f  a Party, meditating the Overthrow o f  the Suc­
ceflion in the illuftrious Houfe o f  Hanover, their Enemies made ufe 
o f  the old Scheme o f  Mifreprefentation in England ; but the Commons 
followed it with a flinging Addrefs, wherein they aifured the Queen, 
“  That they would, as far in them lay, Difcountenance the reftlefs En- 
“  deavours o f  thofe fa&ious Spirits, who attempted to weaken the 
4C Proteilant Intereft o f  the Kingdom, byfouoing jealoufies, fpreading 
“  falfe Calumnies, and raifing groundlefs Fears in the Minds o f  her 
“  Majefty’s People.”

I n 1 7 2 3 ,  the Lords and Commons interpofed in Behalf o f  their 
Country, to fave it from impending Ruin; and reprefented to the 
Crown againft a Patent granted to Willia?n Wood, for coining H a lf­
pence. Whilft this Matter was in Agitation, the Patentee, (who e x ­
pected to perfuade this Kingdom to exchange its G old  for his Brafs,) 
and his AlTociates, polTeiTed all the Coffee-houfes in London, with a 
N otion that Ireland was throwing off its Dependancy ; and their Pretence 
was, that the Patent fo obtained was under the great Seal o f  Great- 
Britain. T h is  Storm however blew over ; the Nation prevailed, and 
continued under its old Dtpendancy.

I do  not recoiled that a n y  Occafion offered, to make the Dependan-
c j
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t y  o f  Ireland a Subjeft o f  Difcourfç afterwards, until 1 7 4 9 :  T h en  
there were fome Papers publiihed, that tended to create Jealoufies be­
tween Great Britain  and Ireland ; and the Commons were fo juftly 
careful, that it ihould not be even fufpe&ed they were generally coun­
tenanced, that they thought themfelves neceifitated to declare in their 
Addrefs to his Majefty, “  T h a t  they ihould, with great Chearfulnefs, 

lay hold on every Occafion, which may tend to continue a reciprocal 
Confidence and Harmony, between his Majefty’s common Subjeóts 
of Great Britain  and Ireland, and mult look, with the higheft In d ig­
nation, on any audacious Attempt to create a Jealoufy between them, 

“  or difunite their Affeftions.”
T h e y  did not yet think they had done that Juftice which the Cafe 

required, until they hadcenfured the Author o f  thofe Papers, merely 
to ihew their Z e a l  in fuppreffing every mad T hought o f  an Independancy.

• V e t ,  (who could imagine it !) this very H oufe o f  Commons fell 
themleives in 175 1, under the fame inglorious Reputation, o f  feitinvup 
for an Independancy ; and in Vindication indeed o f  their Undcrftandïnç;, 
as well as their L oyalty , were forced, though unufual, at the latter End 
o f  a Seflion totranfmit an Addrefs to his M ajefty, importing ;

“  T h a t  being truly fenfible o f  the many Blefiings that arife from 
thê  good H arm ouy, mutual Confidence and Affe&ion of*His Maje- 
fty s Subjects o f  thele Kingdoms, and full o f  Gratitude for the Pro- 

“  tection and Support they had at all T im es received from the Crow n 
o f  G reat-Britainy on the Continuance o f  which their very Being de- 

€t pended, they ihould, oil all Occafions, exert their utmoft Endeavours 
‘ ‘  to cultivate the fame good Underftanding, and merit the like Sup- 
“  port and Prote&ion.

T h a t  any Attempts to create Jealoufies between his Subjects o f  
“  Great-Britain  and Ireland, or to difunite their Affedtions, can only 
“  proceed from the felfifh and ambitious Views o f  defigning Men, who 

have an Intereft feparate and diltinft from that o f  His M ajefty, and 
“  o f  his faithful Subjeds o f  this Kingdom  ; but that the Commons 
“  were ready and determined to maintain and fupport, to the utmoft o f  
“  their Power, the Honour and Dignity o f  his M ?jefty’s Crown and 
“  Governm ent, and the united Jnterells o f  both His Kingdoms, at 
“  the H azard o f  their Lives and Fortunes ”

I t  was ftrange what could give Occafion for a Report fo aifadvan- 
tageous to the H onour o f  the Commons ; and yet it is certain, that 
Letters by every Packet about that T im e  from England, fpoke o f  the 
Reprefentatives o f  Ireland and their Conftituents, by the Influence o f  
the Reprefentatives, as ripe for Rebellion ; and that this was the Foun­
dation o f  the recited Addrefs.

I t  is undoubted, that a Houfe o f  Commons never a£ted more quiet­
ly  or difpaflionately, or indeed fubmiifively : T h e y  not only paíTed the 
Bill, with that Preamble that hath fince given them fo much Diftur- 
bance, without Hefuation; but they dropt filently the Linen-Bill that 
was altered ; though it much alarmed, being the firft; Alteration o f  the 
Sort made in a Linen-Bill fince that T ra d e  was guaranteed to them 
folemoly bv the whole Parliament o f  England before the Union : indeed,

th,r
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they enquired into an abufed Vote  o f  Credit ; they adjourned a certain 
Committee for a Week,  inftead o f  twenty four Hours ; and they order­
ed a Call o f  the Houfe to keep it full.

S u r e l y  none o f  thefe could be called Rebellious A£ls ; yet I defy 
their mod malicious Enemies to produce any other.

T h e  late SeiTion was fhort, but bufy : Eleftions cannot dire&ly re­
late to Go<vern?ncnt or England. T h e  two Points therefore that have 
the Rebellious T aint (if any have) muft be the Cenfure o f a late Officer o f  
the Crown ; or the rejecting the Money-Bill. T h e  firft, no Body pub- 
lickly condemns ; the laft muft ftand upon its own Bottom : I f  there be 
in the foregoing Account o f  that Matter fufficient Argument, even to 
induce any Man to think the Majority was in the Right, then cannot 
the Majority be blamed for exercifing a Negative, which theConjlitution 
hath given them.

U p o n  the whole, it cannot with any Juftice or Colour o f  Reafon, 
be laid to their Charge, that their Adtions tend by any Means to ali» 
enate the Affe&ion o f  the Subjefis from the Crown, or to difunite the Peo­
ple o f  the two Kingdoms. Thefe are only the infinuations o f  Perfons 
who hate them, becaufe they cannot conquer them ; and who would 
at any Rate procure for themfelves potent Auxiliaries. But thefe Infi­
nuations will never meet with Credit from Perfons who know their own 
Strength, and the Dépendance the People, thus mifreprefented, have 
upon it, for the Enjoyment o f  their Property, and the Continuance o f  
their Trade. T h e y  are neither Fools nor Madmen, and they muft be 
one or other, to fly in the Faces o f  their Benefa&ors, from whom they 
have derived all the Good they poifefs.

TH e lrijh Protejlants deteft the very Thoughts o f  Rebellion. Some 
Conftitutions may be prone to it ; and then it matters not whether they 
be pampered or fla w e d : Pampering will produce Pride and Wantonefs ; 
Starving will produce Difcontent and Greedinefs ; and either will 
bring forth Rebellion. But the Plant will not grow where the Seed is 
not fown. T h e  Babes in I r e l a n d  learn to lifp the G l o r i o u s  a n d  

I m m o r t a l  M e m o r y  o f  K i n g  W i l l i  a m  ;the Toung Men have im­
printed on their tender M i n d s ,  that the H a n o v e r  S u c c e s s i o n  was 
the Fruit o f  all his T o i l  and Battles, and will be an everlafting M onu­
ment o f  his Fame ; and the Females are all Heroines in the fame G lo r i­
ous Caufe.

I f  Rcfiftance be Rebellion, Irijh  Protejlants have been Rebels. T h e y  
were Rebels to K in g  J a m e s ,  and they wererefolved to be Rebels in the 
latter Days o f  Queen A n n ,  i f  there had been Occafion to draw their 
Swords, in Support o f  the H a n o v e r  S u c c e s s i o n .

B u t  Refiftanceis over. T h e  H a n o v e r  S u c c e s s i o n  hath, G o d  
be praifed, taken firm Root, in S p igh to f two wicked Rebellions, and 
many villainous Confpiracies ; and the Liberty o f  the Subject grows e- 
very Day more fecure. W e have now nothing more to hope for, but 
that H i s  P r e s e n t  M a j e s t y  may very long wear the Crown o f  
G r e a t - B r  i T A i N ,  to which that o f  I r e l a n d  is infeparably annexed) 
and that it may be p e r p e t u a t e d  i n  H i s  R o y a l  H o u s e .

F I N I S .

Erratum. P. 3. 1. 25. for P  anger, read Degree

[  48 ]


