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MODERATION

Recommended to the

Frienns of IRELAND, &%,

know the Authorof this Letter, they

may underftand, that he is defirous of

lying concealed; as the Knowledge of
his Perfon may perhaps fubject him to Perfonal
Abufe, and can be of no real Service to the
Caufe of Tmth and fincere Inquiry : Butas
farasa knowledge of his Circumftances and
Sitwation in. Life, may gratify the Curiofity
of the Reader, He may: believe, if he
pleafes, that the Authar is one, who for the
woft pare lives retired in the Country; em-

A2 ployed

IF any of my Readers are curious to
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ployed in his own Bufinefs ; and endeavour-
ing to do all the Good he can in his Neigh-
bourhood ; yet is never wholly inattentive to
the Affairs of the Publick, and the Concerns
of - his Country that he is careful to liye
within the Bounds of a fmall Fortune, that
he may at all Times preferve himfelf indepen-
dent, and avoid-any Temptations to mean
or {ervile Compliances : that ‘he is not fo
gouch as known at this Time to the Lord
Primate, the Speaker, or any other of the
leading. Men in the Kingdom ; nor has he
any Thoughts of being farther known to
any of them: that he efteems it an Honour
to be beloved and regarded by all that know
him ; but would: rather approve his A&lons
to his own Heart and Confcience, than to
the ]udgment of a capricious World : That
he has been ‘ever fo}hcu:ous for promotmg
Umon and Harmony among his Neighbours,
and Peace and Profperlty in his Country ;
and is part1cularly at this Time deeply con-
cerncd for the Wounds, ‘which have been
given to both, by our prefent Divifi ions, and
furious Proceedings: That he has not the
leaft Ambition to appear in Print, upon this,

3 or
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or any other Occafion ; being fenfible of his
own Defeéts, and confcious of his having no
Pretenfions to appear as a Writer, on this

- Subje&t, fave only from the Uprightnefs of

his Intentions : that nothing fhould have in-
duced him to put Pen to Paper, but his obfer-
ving that the Writers on both Sides, (tho” one
Side indeed much more than the other) have
been too much aftuated by the Spirit of
Party ; and that, inftead of healing our Sores,
or {topping our Brcaches, many of them
have rather contributed ta inflame the one,
and to widen the other.

After fo much by way of Preface and A po-
logy, T hope, I may more cafily find Cre-
dit in advancing this Pofition ; that the two
principal Parties, in which the Nation feems
divided,, have been blown up to their prefent
Pitch of Hatred and Ill-will ; not fo much
from a Difference of Sentiments, as from a
Mif-reprefentation, and a Mif-underftanding

‘of the:Principles, Tenets, and Views of

cach’other : And that, as it is to be feared,
that Paffion, Pique, or Prejudice may have

taken Pofleflion of the Breafts of fome emi-

nent
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nent Men, on both Sides; fo, it'is to be.

hoped, that there may be many honeft Men,

found, who are well-affected to their King

and Country; and whofe Attachment ta

this, or that Side, is not owing to {elfifh, or

fordid and partial Metives ;- but to a Miftake ‘
in their Judgment, or a Mif-apprehenfion of

the Pofitions, Confequences, and Views of

the others..

From this Notion (which is at leaft a chari=
table one ; and the only one likely to cure our
Divifions, or allay our Animofities ;) I have
ventured to ftep forth, and offer myfelf as a
kind of Moderator in this Difpute : And tho’
I cannot hope to have any great Influence
upon fuch as are aduated merely by Pique,
or any other {elfifh Paflion, (but on the con-
trary muft expeét, rather, to offend and pro-
voke all fuch, by expofing their Views 1) yet
T (hall atcempt, and would fain hope,. to be
able to remove the mutual Prejudices of fuch,
as are honeft and difinterefted ; and as far as
any Men have really one and the fame End
in View; (namely, tgw Honour of their King
and the Goed of heie Country, ) o far,” to.

| bring



Lo i S

ey -""l" g '.t"'."'ﬁ,w."' ¥ Al - .
hdbais o A Bt O ek s

15y
bring them towards an Union of Affetion 3
as that they may be able, (at leaft,) to bear

with one another, with Patience ; though
they may have thought it neceffary to purfue

“that one End by different and contradictory

Means.

With this View I now write this Letter,

- and I think I may take upon me to fay, that

the beft Writers on each Side do agree in
the principal Points ; which feem of moft
ImportancC in this Debate ; and which there=
fore might have been Sufficient to haye de-
termined the Whole § had not fome othet
Motives intervened, which helped to warp
and byafs our Judgments.

It is agreed, on both Sides, that not only
the occafional or additional Supplies; (which
are ufually granted from Seffion to Seffion, )
but alfo the feveral Branches of the Heredi-
tary Revenue, (whether derived from the
Common or Statute Law) were all vefted in
the 'Crown, as a Royal Truftee for the
whole Community ; more particularly, for

the Support of His Majefty’s Perfon and Dig-

nity ;
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nity 3 for the Maintenance of the Civil and
Military Powers; for the Defence and Pre-
fervation of the Kingdom againft Inteftine
and Forcign Enemies ; and for its Improve=
ment in Trade and Manufactures 3 or in ge=
neral Terms for the Service of the Publick;
and the Benefit of the whole Nation : 1t is
agreed allo, that in our Conlftitution; the
King is the vifible Head of the Community "o
the regular and ftanding Executor. of the
Laws; and, as fuch, muft therefore have
the Command of the whole civil and military
Forces of the Kingdom, and the Manage-
ment and Application of its Revenues ; and
that the a&ual and particular Diredtion of its
Forces and Revenucs muft therefore be; in
his Name, and by his Authority :

It is agreeci alfo, That the Houfe of
Commons is the Reprefentative of the Peo-
ple 3 and alfo the King’s grand and _national
Council: That, as fuch; it has the Power of
granting, or with-holding Supplies ; and of

unifthing by Impeachment fuch Minifters, as
{hall advife a Mi{-application thereof : That,

snorder to effe& thefe Ends, the Houfe muft
conféquently



[.9 ]
confequently have a Power of calling for; and

examining into, the Publick Accounts; not
only to form Eftimates of what Supplies may
be neceflary for the Publick Service ; but alfo
to cenfure fuch Minifters as have at any Time
advifed a Mif-application. of the Paft ; and,
by modeft Addreffes to the Throne, to re-
commend fuch Methods as feem ufeful, and
remonftrate againft fuch as feem deftrudive.
And, where calm and prudent Advice hum-
bly propofed will have no Effe&, there to
give the morc effe@tual Check, of denying
future Grants, | :

All thefe Points are plainly confeffed, or
ftrongly implied in' the Writings of the Au-
thors on. both' Sides ;. and,, as well to avoid
multiplying detached Quotations, (which of-
ten deceive ;). as alfo to ingage my Readers,
to take a more ferious Review of what has
been already wrote on both Sides, and to re=
confider, the Subject with greater Attention 3
I fhall here ‘take them for granted ; and only
ecfer Al fuch, as find any difficulty in allow-
ing them,. for farther Satisfaction, to ‘the fe-

B yverad
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veral Pamphlets latcly pubh{hcd on this
'Sub_] et

— Bat, tho’ the abovc Principles feem to
be pretty well agreed on, yet it mult be
owned, that each Party have drawn Con-
clufions from them, which ate fomewhat
different ; probably as their Thoughts may
have been ufed to dwell, either on, the
Dignity of the Crown, or the leerty of the
Sub_]e&

The one, (looking on the King as the
vifible Head of the Community, and.the

ftanding Executor and A dminiftrator of the .

Laws,)‘ think it an Incroachment on his
Prerogative, and an invading of his peculiar
Province in our Conftitution ; that the Houfe
of Commons fhould (of their own . mere
Mouon) take upon them, to draw up a
Bill, dlre&mg the parucular Apphcatwn of
that Treafure, or thofe Funds, which had
been formerly granted and before mtruﬁed
to his Majefty’s Management, for the Sup-
port of his Government : They l6ok upon
the ‘Commons mterferan' in this Matter, as

carrymg
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carrying in it the Appearance of an In<
finuation, that his Majefty had fome how
abufed the Royal Truft and Confidence, re-
pofed in him; and of Confequence, that
foch an Attempt may be looked upon as af-
frontive to his Dignity, and tending to alienate
the Affe@ions of his Subjedts : And there-
fore they think it a Right due to_every good
King, that his Confent and Approbation
fhould be firft had (cither by his own free
and v_oluntaxjy D;cllaration, or by his gracious
Anf wer to their humble Petition and Addrefs)
before the Commons fhall prefume to prepare
or bring in Heads of a Bill, which in their
Opinion; feem to diveft him of a conftitutional
Right, to rob him of the Glory of his Admi-
niftration, and to carry Rudenefs and Affront
in the Attempt.

- Fhe others; looking on the Commons; as
- the Reprefentatives of the People, (by whom
Supplies are raifed and paid,) and alfo as the
grand Council of the King, and as having
confefledly exercifed a Power, in. any Bill
for granting of new Supplies, to point out
-and advife (in fach Bill) fome Appropriations;

B 2 or
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or particular Applications, of fome Parts of
fuch new Supplies; are inclined to think,
that the like Power might extend backwards,
without Inconvenience ; and, that they
might in like Manner take upon them,

without any Offence, to point out and ad-
vife (by bringing in a Bill for that Purpofe,) -

~ the particular Application of any. Surplus or
Redundancy, which hath arifen from the
Funds formerly granted'; without waiting
for his Majefty’s Leave, or addrefling him
for his Confent, ot even, (when that Con-
fent has been freely offered,) without taking
any Notice thereof, or paying any Refpeét to
his Goodnefs therein : Which in their Notion

would be to compliment away their own’

Rights, and the Liberties of the People.

This feems to have been the true Queftion
in Debate, on the Merits of which the Com-
mittee of the whole Houfe divided; and chofe
to rejectan allow’d ufeful Bill, rather than

(by pafling it,) feem to pay that acknowe
lcdgcment, which his Majefty expected.

That

WA T -
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That the King has the general Right of
Application is confefled on both Sides 5 and
~ that the Commons have the Right of point-
ing out or advifing any particular A pplication,
by an humble Petition, or Addrcfs, is like=
wife allowed : But whether this Right ex-
tends o far, as to juftify them inbringing in
a Bill for that Purpofe, as if* by their own
mere Motion, and without any ' Acknow-
ledgement of his Majefty’s Right to be pre-
vioully confilted ; this (I muft again repeat
it) was the Queftion in Difpute’; And this
Queftion, with Refpeét to the King, was re-
puted a Queftion of pofitive Right, but, with
Refpeét to the Commons, was deem’d by
many, only a Queftion of Form, and mere
Compliment ; becaufe of no real Importance
to the Nation; nor in its Confequences effen-
tial to the Liberties of the People ; and there-
fore the fejecting an ufeful Bill, thro’ mere
Formality, was locked upon by the other
Side, as carrying Matters with a little too
high'an Hand; and not with fuch Refpe& us
was due to'a good and gracious King; efpe-
cially in 2 Matter, where (by his Recom~

mendation
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mendation) he had paid them the Complis
ment of joining with him in doing what he
might by his own mere Motion have folely
done and has accordingly fince a&uaﬂy done,
to the general Satisfaction of his Peoplé.

But tho’ this feems to have been the true
Queftion, upon which the moft knowing of
the Commons differed ; and upon the Merits
of which, the Iat Writers for the Majorlty
would now be thought to lay the whole
Force of their Arguments: Yet many of the
Commons, on both Sides, (W1th all due re-
verence be it {poken, ) as well as many of their
Abettors; feem fo far to have miftaken thic
Nature of this Qgcﬁlon, as to have charged -
their Antagonifts with holding very abfurd
and unreafonable Confequences s and fuch
as are utterly inconfiftent with the Principles

allowed on both Sides.

That many, both in and out of the Houfe;
charged’ their Opponents with fuch unfair
(.onfequenccs, is' evident from the Debates
and Arguings in the Houfe, as well as from

the Pamphlets fince publithed, and the cla-
miours
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mours that were raifed both before and fince
the Debate in the Houfe,

. Some of the Majority, and their Defend-
ers, argued, that the pafling this Bill would
have been an Acknowledgement of his Ma-
jelty’s abfolute Power over the Treafury,

, and his Right to apply the Publick Revenue
to any private Ufes he pleafed, even the moft
inconfiftent with the public Welfare; the
Effe¢ of which might have been, that a
wicked or avaricious Prince might in fome
future Time entirely exhauft the Treafury ;
leave the Kingdom deftitute of its Species ;
‘and of all Means to catry on its Trade, or
provide for its Defence, Now, tho’ this was a
Topic made Ufe of by many in the Houft ;
and tho’ it was the dreadful Apprehenfion of
this, which raifed fuch an Outcry againft this
Bill all over the Kingdom; yet it muft be
plain to all attentive and impartial Men ; that
there could not be the lealt Foundation in
Reafon. for- this apprehended Confequence :
becaufe the Advocates for the Prerogative
climed no Power for his Majefty over the
Treafury ; but (as a Royal Truftee) for the

| Publick
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Publick Services and as accountable to the
Publick : And becaufe it was notorious, that
during his prefent Majefty’s long Reign,
there never had been any Abufe or Mif=ap-
plication of the public Treafure ; nor had his
Majefty ever refufed to fubmit the Publick
Accounts to the Infpection of his faithful
Commons ; or ever demanded any greater

Supplies, than what they themfelves thould»

judge ncceflary : And, if it fhould ever hap-
pen, that any future King fhould, (by ill
Advice, orotherwile,) be tempted to a Mif-
application of the publick Revenue; an eafy

and effectual Remedy ‘was then at Hand 5 it

being allowed, on both Sides, that the Com-

mons might not only humbly remonftrate”

againft it, but alfo ftop the additional Duties
{o mifapplied ; and even proceed to impeach
fuch Minifters, as fhould advife fach Mif-ap-
plication. "So that in Truth fuch a Confe-

uence was laid to the Charge of the Pream-
ble to this Bill, without the leaft Grounds,
either; ffom Reafon, or Experience ; and the
Fears of it were imaginary, wild, “and" chi-
merical ; tho’ to them were chicfly owing
the Clamours raifed againft it all over the
Nation, - | ¢ {HEOR
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On the other hand, fome of the Minority,
and their Defenders, argued; that the reje&-
ing this Bill; feemed to arrogate to the Com-
mons an Independency; both, on his Ma-
jefty; and his Kingdom of England ; that it
looked like taking upon them to be the Exe-
cutors of our Laws, inftead of the King ;
and to change our Conftitution, from a
firong and well-temper’d Monarchy, to a
weak and licentious Republick.

~ And yet, if the main Qt_lefhon in Debate

be impartially confideréd, the Fears of this

‘alio were imaginary, and without a fufficient
Foundation. For; the’ the Majonty claimed

a Right of advifing and pointing out to his

Majefty, by the' Heads of a Bill, fach parti-

cular Apphcatxons of any Surplus in the Trea-

Aury, as they judged falutary to the Kingdom,
by their own mere Motion ; and without pay-

ing any; R.egard or taking any Notice of his
Majeﬁy’s previous Confent; (to whofe Dif-

pofal thofe Funds had been before intrufted : ;)

yet il thcy allowed an Approbation, or

Negauve in his Majefty, before fuch their

C Adyvice
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Advice could take Effed, or have the Force
of a Law ; {o that the Power of controuling
or over-ruling their Advice was ftill in his
Majefty ; and in this Light the Conteft of
many feem’d to have been ; whether his Ma-
jefty’s Confent ought to be fignified, previ-
ous to the Motion in the Houfe, or whether
his fubfequent Confent to the Bill, (w'hen
prepared and tran{mitted) thould be deemed
{ufficient.

Upon the Wlhole then;. the bare pafling or
rejecting of this Bill, upon Account of the
added Preamble (which recites his Majefty’s
previous  Confent :and  Recommendation ;)
does not feem to have been neceffarily fraughe-
with fuch terrible, Confequences, as the
Abettors of each Side would. fix upon the
other : And they may in great Meafure have
arifen, on both Sides, from a Mif*apprehen-
fion of the real Queftion in debate, and its
natural Tendency. |

When the Queftion is impartially confi-
dered, it muft be allow’d; that in all fuch
Funds as are granted in general Terms (with-
out any particular Appropriation) for the

Support
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Support of Government; there his Majefty
by our Conftitution hath the pofitive and ac-
tual Right and Title of ordering and applying
the Money which hath arifen from thofe
Funds, to fuch particular Ufes of Govern-
ment, as He in his Diferetion fhall think
Proper; but ftill, as a Truftec for the Pub-
lick; and as accountable to the Publick -
And every good King will at all Times be
pleafed with the Advice of kis Commons ;
provided it be tendered in 2 proper Manner,
and with a due Refpe@& to that peculiar
Power, in our Community, which our
Contftitution and Laws haye given him,. and
which the Dignity and Authority of his
Crown requires. But with refpe® to the
Funds already granted, and the Money ac-
tually in the Trca{'qry, it is feared, that his
Majefty may think 3t a lietle odd; that his
Commons fhould take upon them (of their
own mere Motion, and by Heads of 4 Bill)
to refume thofe Grants already made ; and 1o
dire& the Application of the Money already
velted in“him; efpecially, when he has ever
fhewn himfelf difpofed to atk,” and be di-
rected by, their Advice, upon all proper

Ca2 Occafions ;
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Occafions 3 and pacticularly, on ‘this Occas
fion, has condefcended to afk their Advice 3
And to recommend to them, and defire their
Concurrence, in a partlcular Apphcatxon of
the Publick Money, which he might have
made by his own fole Authorlty Inf{ucha
Cafe, muft not his Majefty think it agree-
able to Order, and highly ‘becoming his
Commons, that fome Notice fhould be ta-
ken, and fome Refped fhewn, to this his
Condefcenfion ; wherein he feems to wave
his Right of being the fole Dire@or, and

only claims the Acknowledﬂemcnt of bemg
the ﬁlﬁ Mover ?

In the Grants of new or additional Sup-
plies, He allows his Commons to appropri-
ate or point out the Application, as particu-
larly as they pleafe; and claims no Right of
Apphcation in himfelf, but (as the Pubhck
Truftee) where the Funds are granted in ge-
neral for the publick Service : And even in
thefe, acknowledges Himlfelf, and his Ser-
vants, accountable to the Commons : and
that in them is the Right, not only of punifh~
ing his Servants, but of remonftrating to him-

felf
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felf, and (if neceffary) of leflening or ftop=
ping fuch new and additional Funds.

And this fyrely muft cut off all Apprehens
fion and Danger of thofe future and ima ginary
Mif-applications, which have ftalked round
the Land, like the nightly Apparitions of
the Vulgar, in gigantic Sizes, ‘and in alk
Kind of frightful and terrifying Shapes.

On the other Hand, it muft be allowed,
and is confefled, that the Commons have the
Right of granting or with-holding all new or
additional Supplies ; and that in feveral of
the granting Bills, “they have taken upon
them to point out the Application to fuch
particular Ufes as they judged proper, with-
out its being ever objeted to by his Ma-
jefty : They have been allo allowed to ad-
drefs his Majefty, and often tc recommend

to his Bounty, fuch particular Applications
of the Public Money, as they thought con-
venient, and I believe have {eldom been re -
fufed, when fuch Addrefles have been pro-
perly tranfmitted : but to take upon them,
by drawing up Heads of a Bill, to appropri-

ate
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ate to particular Ufes, any Surplus or Redun-
dancy in the Treafury: (the Application of
which, had been before intrufted to his Ma=
Jefty.) This it is feared he will look upon as
invading his Province, and therefore, tho’
he will be at all times ready to join with his
Commons in fuch an Application ; yet he
may expeét, that they fhould not, of their
own mere Motion, and without his Confent,
take it upon them; becaufe there may be fe-
veral Ufes of Government, for which his
Majefty may intend that Surplus; and, if it
fhould be otherwife applied by the Com-
mons, thofe Opportunities may be loft, and
the Nation thereby fuffer. Whereas, tho?
the Commons thould claim no {uch Right of
interfering in his Majefty’s Adminiftration,
nor of applying to any particular Ufe, any
Surplus which they find in the Treafury, but
Jeave that, according to the original Truft,
in the Hands of his Majefty 5 yet it could be
attended with no poflible Inconvenience to
the Nation, becaufe, when the publick Ac-
counts come before them, they may very
propetly confider fuch Surplus then acually
“inthe T reafury, (or Aurrear outftanding on
any
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dny of the Branches of the Revenue,) as a
Balance in his Majefty’s Hands, ready tobe
applied by him to the Service of the Publick;
and therefore, in laying on new or additional
Supplics, for the infuing Years, maf*make
thole Supplies fo much lefs, than wouw’d be
otherwife Negeffary, (in cafe there had been
no Surplus or Balance in the Treafury,) or
they may in the granting Bill appropriate fuch
Parts of the new Supplies, as they may
judge neceffary for anfwering any particular
Purpofe, not ufually provided for under
the general Denomindtion of the Publick
Service,

And all this being allowed by the Advo-
cates for the Prerogative, will be as effectual
for the Service and Benefit of the Nation, as
if the Commons had the Right of a&ually ap-
plying fuch Surplus ; and alfo muft ever be 2
a Tye upon the Crown, fufficient to prevent
any fuch Mif~application, as fome Men feem
willing to forebode.

el th T'ruth, had this Bill pafled with-
out any Oppolition on Account of the Pre-
amble 3
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amble; and had the Recital of his Majefty’s
‘previous Confent been an exprefs Acknow=-
ledgement of his Prerogative ; and his Power
of ag})lying the Publick Treafure to fuch
Ufes of Government as He in his Diferetion
thought proper ; yet confidering the Checks
and Tyes which the Commons have, both;
on his Majefty and his Minifters; in Cafe of
any Mif-application ; I cannot fee any proba-
ble Inconveniencies likely to have arifen from
it ; nor any real Caule for the fmalleft Part
of that Heat and Animofity; which it has
siven Occafion to;  And had the Abettors
of each Side behaved with Calmnefs; and
made a eandid Allewance for their different "
ways of thinking, there wou’d have beenno
harm done ; nor any Offence taken ; but
each might have injoy’d their different Per-
fuafions, quietlys and without occafioning
any Difturbance to the Peace of Society ; and
every Member of the Houfe of Commons
might have voted; according to. his Judg-
ment, without Danger of incurring his Ma-
jefty’s Difpleafure, on the one Hand ;_or,
on the other, of being condemned by his
Conftituents, as a Betrayer of his Country.

But
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But when a Clamour was previoufly raifed
without Doers, againft his Majefty and his
Servants, as having artfully laid Schemes for
obtaining an unlimited Power over the Trea-
fury 3 a Power quite new, and unknown to
our Conftitution : When they were' repre-
fented, as juft ready to Tranfport into Greats
Britain all the Treafure of this Nation, in
order to be employed there in influencing the
approaching Ele&ions, to the Ruin of both
Kingdoms :  When the Lord Lieutenant and
other Officers of the State were openly libel-
led id a mean, porterly, feurrilous Manner :
When the whole Minority were charged 'with
being bribed and corrupted, and hooted ar ¢
the Betrayers of their Country : When pub-
lick Fealts were inftituted, and Aflociations
made, to ftrengthen a Party ; and when at
thefe Meetings, Bonfires were publickly ex-
hibited, and'Drink given in large: Quantities
to influence the Mob ; by which Methods
many were. fpirited upy to infult the Govern-
ment, andintimidate all the Friends thereof -
And when by printed Accounts thefe riotous
Proceedings were propagated over tlie King-

XN D - dom 3
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dom; in order to raife the fame licentious
Spirit in - every ‘Town and County of it :

Then dndeed it became our Governots to

take fome Notice of fuch tumultuary  Pro-
ceedings; and to lue their Proclamation, a-
gainft the Incendiaries and Difturbers of the
publick Peace; then every fober and thinking
Man looked about him - with Concern, and
anxious  Sollicitude, ~ for “the” Confufions,
which fuch mad Practices muft Occafion.

As far as fuch a Behaviour has been found
in either Party ; f{o far they are moft certainly
to blame ; however Innocent they might have
been in efpoufing this, or that Side of the
Queftion : And as far as fuch Methods have
blinded the :Judgment, or influenced the
Opinion of any Man ; {o far he is Criminal,
and has been actuated by improper Motives,
whether he declares for the Prerogative of the

King, or for the Power of the People.

Which Side has been the moft Faulty in
thefe Refpects, is ealy for an impartial Ob-
ferver to determine; but not fo eafy for

cither Side to be brought to acknowledge,

cither
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either in their Friends, or in themfelves.
{_et each of us then ceafe to recriminate "one
another, and rather choofe to look into-our
own Hearts ; ard, a$ far as we have Reafon
sicher t8 condemn, ot to acquit ourfelves of
Partiality in forming our own ]udgmcnté;
{o far Jet us learn to compaflionate the Imper-
fe&ions or failings of others ; and to make a
charitable Allowance for their different ways
of thinking:

The Matter in itfelf (though it had been
decided either way) never cou’d have been
produdtive of fuch formidable Effects; as each
fide were taught to apprehend from it: Any
Man who confidered“it in its true Lighr,
might honeftly have given his Opinion for or
againft the Bill; without being an Enemy,
eithcr, to his King,- orto his Country.

~ The moft firenuods Advocates for thie
King’s Prérogau\fe, yet allow’d in the Houfe
of Cbmmons a Right of addrefling his Ma-
jeftytipon all pro’per Occafions, and on all
‘Subjeéts 3 and particularly of pointing out and
advifing in fuch Addrefs the Application of
D2 any
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any Surplus in the Treafury, and of remon=
ftrating againft a4 wiong one 3 and alfo of cal-
ling to Account and punifhing any Minifter
who fhould advife fuch wrong,ApP]ication ;
and, on failure of fuch gentde Methods, then
of denying all future Grants. |

On the other Hand, they who contended
molt firongly for a Right in the Commons of
bringing in and preparing (of their own mere
- Motion) a Bill for applying fuch Surplus in the
‘Treafury 5 yet always allow’d in his Majetty a
Right of rejeéting that Bill if he pleafed, and
of applying fuch Sutplas in fuch other Man-

ner, as he fhould judge more Expedient for

the Service of;the Publick.

So that, each fide é]lpwing fuch a Check
in the other, as was fufficient to guard again(t
and preventany Abufe in either ; tho’ there
was fome litle diverfity,in their Opinions on
this Point; yet it would be very unfair, merely
from that diverfity of Opinion, - either “to
charge the one with an Intention to deftroy

the Prerogative of the Crown, or. the otker
| witly

N
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with a Defign to betray the Libertics of the
Peoples sined

- All therefore; on either Side, who have
been weakly alarmed with the Apprehenfions
of Danger, from the Principles of the other
Side, may fee from hetice, how much Rea-
fon they have, to let fall their imaginary
Fears, and w0 lay afide their mutual upbraid-
ings : And as far as they have beer induced
by fuch imagined ‘Danger, either to traduce
the Adminiftration, or their Brethren ; fo far
let them confefs their Miftakes, and make Re-
paration to beth; by a contrary Behaviour j
and let us'all learn'frém hence to be more vie
gilant for the' future, “afd not to be fis eafil
led into Parties; left, by fuch F olly ‘and
Rafhnefs, we become the Dupes of artful
Men, and are made ufe of, only as Tools, to
promote their fatious and felfith Defigns.

And as faras any fuchdifgufted or difappoine=
ed Statefinen have been ar the bottom of our
lateFeuds; and through' Refentment or other
felfilh Views, have 'blown up the Coals of
Contention among us's it fands they upony

[}
(-o.s
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(as they will Anfwer it to God and their owh

Confcience, or to their King and their Coun=
try,) to labour now with as much Induftry to
undeccive their weak, but well-meaning Bre-

thren, as they have heretofore ufed. all kind
of Artifice; (with loid Cries of Danget,) to
delude and deceive thems |

This is the Méthod they fhould take; in
order to put-a Stop to the Flames they: have
already kindled. This'is the leaft that fuch
Tncendiaries can ‘do; -in order to make fome
Attonement for -the ‘Wafte and Ravage they
have alfeady committed upon ‘the [Pablick
Peace.  This is-what their King and Coun-
try have a Right to-expect of them: And
this is what every Many who has been de-
ceived himfelf, “or has eontributed to deceive
others, muft have the Honefty and Refolution
-~ to perform ; if he wou’ d be reputed a good
Subject to his King, or a Friend to his
Country.

On the other Hand, if fuch Men will go
on fill farther to imbroil the whole Kindom

through their factious and ambitious /Attempts
for



o)
for Power and Place, I fee nothing in Profx
pe& before us, but the Ruin and Defolation

of our unhappy Country ; and that this once

flourifhing Ifland fhall foon beceme another
Corficas - \

I thought here to have finifhed, and to
have put an End to the Reader’s, and 'my
own Trouble. But upon a Review of the
Fa&s produced by the different Writers on
this Subject, and their Manner of Reafoning
on thofe Fads, in order to eftablith the dif-
ferent Points they contend for, I have taken
up my Pen to make fome further Obferva-
tians.

As to the Fad&s, -it muft be allow’d, that
there are fome certain ones, which feem to
favour the different Pofitions of thefe Au-
thors; and which therefore may be brought
as fome kind of Precedents for each of them.
But fill the general Right of the Crown to
be the Executor of our Laws, and Dirc&or
of the Forces and Treafure of the Kingdom,
muft remain inviolate ; otherwife our Confti-

tution



T s S T S AT R e S TR T IR e o
W aboui? B v P

( 32 )

tution is alteted, and o far becomes a Re-
publicke. / .

On the othcr Ha.nd the general Rrght of’
the Commons to grant or with-hold Supplies,
and to examine into Mif-applications and
Abufes in the "Adminiftration; muft remain
equally inyiolat'e; otherwile our ;\Ionarchy;
from being a limited one, {o far becomes ab-
{olute,

As to the Realoning feom Fads, I cannot
but obferve many fpecious Fallacies in the
‘Authors of two Pamphlets: The one,  inti
tled, Remarks on the Confiderations ; the
other, The Proceediugs of the Hon. Houfz
of \Cosmons windicated: -To point out. all
thefe, and to-lay them fully open to my
Readers, might require more Time dnd Pains
than I care to fpend on them; and after all,
being many of them foreign to the Purpofe,
would” conuibute little to the real Merits of
the Caufe, or be' of any Ufe, unlefs to
amuﬁ: {'uperﬁcxal Readers.

But
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 But there is one very réiﬁa;kab_lp Fallacy,
%‘vhi'ch runs thro’ 40 ot 50 Pages in both
thefe Authors, and therefore may feem to
call for a more particular Aﬂimadyerﬁon,
They give us a long' Detail, or Hiftorical
Account of the Hodfe of _Ccinim.{)ﬁls, (in
every Seffion fince the Réx:/olutiron,)\ having
conftantly called for; examined into, and
ftated the Publick Accounts and in the IMe-
thod of ftating thofe Accouris,. having regu-
tarly applied, or brought, 1o the Credit of
the Nation, *any Ballance which happened to
remain in the Treafury, orfany Arrear which
happened to be out-ftanding on any of the
Braniches of the Revenue, as well the Here-
ditary, as the additional Funds: And this
Was certainly very fegular and right in an
Account.  But from hence thefe Authors
very fophf_ﬁii;'gﬂy argﬁe,’ that the ICo‘mmoné
did adually’ direct the Application of fuch
Ballance, of fuch Arrear, and not the King,

y ‘Wheress indeed the éd_nin;ohs Idid* not
take upon them to apply fuch Ballance oy
Arteary to any particular Ufes, (whether of

‘ K the
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the Government or otherwife,) but only ape
plied it in Account to the Credit of the Pube
lick, (as indeed any Accomptant muft have
done,) and there left it on the Account, as
o much Cath on Hand, or Arrear due, and
ready for his Majetty, to apply to any of the
Ufes of Government, as He in his Difcre-
tion ‘thought moft expedient for the Service

of the Pubhck

1 aIIow indeed, that the Commons (in or-
der to form their Eftimates of the Quantum
neceffary for. the additional Supply,) gene-
rally (tho’ not always) took into their Ac-
count, whatever Ballance appeared on Hand,
or Arrears due; and to this they added, the
computed Produce’ of the Hereditary Reve-
nue 3 and then laid on fuch additional Duties,
as they judged fufficient (together with the
former) to anfwer. the Expences of Govern=
ment ; and particularly in 17175 when they
found the Nation involved in Debt, (from
the Vote of Credit given the foregoing Sef*
ﬁon,%_ they then laid on fuch farther addi-
tional Duties, as (according to their Compu-
tanon) might be fufficicnt to anfwer the Ex-

pences
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‘pences of Government, and alfo to difcharge
the Intereft and Principal of the National
Debt-

Some Years afterwards, the Natiomal Debe
ftill encreafing, and a large Arrear being due
to the Civil and Military Eftablifhment, fo as
to lay the Government under Difficulties,
they then thought proper to borrow other
Sums of Money, and farther increafed the
additional Duties ; and at length appropriated
particular and diftin& Duties, for payment of
the Intereft and Principal of the Money lent
the Nation, leaving the old additional Duties

(as f'orm,cr]jr} for the Support of Govern-
ment, | _

It may be obferved here, that from the
Time of this Appropriation, the Accounts,
both of the Produce and Anpplication of the
Loan-Funds, were always kept diftin&, and
never mixed with thofe of the Government
Funds ; tho® after thefe diftin& Accounts
were made up, and their diftin@ Ballances
frack, a general Abftra® was ufually made
of the Whole, in order to find out what was

Ea the
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the real National cht that {o a proper Pro«
ifion might be madc for it. But tho’ the
“Ballance arifing from the Governmént F un&i
was fome Years pretty large, yet we don’t
find that the Commons ever took ypon them
‘to appIy that Ballance Whatever was donc
of that Sort, was always done by the ng.

But in the Ycar 1749, (for the firft Time)
the Commons prepared a Bill for applymg
Part of this Ballance, arlﬁng from the Go-
vernment Funds, in dxfchaf'ge of a Part of the
Loan.

Now it may be obferved, that in this Blll,
there was no plain’ Avowal (nor even any
Intimation) of the Commons climing any
Right to be the firft Movers, or Dire&tors, of
fuch an Application; on the contrary, as
Mention was made in the Bill, of its being
agreeable to his Majefty’s Intentions, (with-
out diftinguithing, whether thofe Intentions
had been any how ﬁgnlﬁed to them, or only
prefumed upon,) therefore we find the Bill

was agrccd to by hxs Ma_]cﬁy, and (retx:}rlned
without
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(without Altcratxon) in the: very Form in
which it had been fent over,

Since the Commons chlmed no Right ip
themfelves, and of their own mere Mouon
to prepare {uch a Bill; but exprefled its being

agreeable to the King’s Intentions, his Majel-
ty had no Reafon to obje to it,. And there-
fore, tho’ it has been claimed as a Precedent
in favour of the Commons, yet it is certainly
againft them. However, for the prefent, let
it be fuppoled to be doubtful, and no Swefs
be laid upon it, But then,

In the Seflion of 1751, when the Com-
mons defignedly dropp’d all Acknowledge-
ment of his Majefty’s previous Confent, tho’
it had been exprefsly fignified to them ; then
indeed his Majefty judged it proper, that fuch
Acknowledgement fhould be infifted. on;
and accordingly a Claufe of that Nature was
inferted in the Bill returned from England ,
and the fame was pafled unanimoufly in the
Houfe of Commons, without one Objection
or Proteft. Here then the Matter is con-
firm’d, -in the moft plain and exprefs Manner
poﬁible, by every Branch of the Legiflature,

, which
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which furely is a Precedent of the greateft
Weight, and moft undoubted Authority 3
though fet at nought by the two Authors I
have named, and by one of them termed
fpurious. In the Seffion of 1453, his Ma-
jefty alfo fignified his Confent, and recom-=
mended it to the Commons, that the Nation=
al Debt fhould be paid out of the Treafury ;
and could not but expe&, that the fame Ac-
knowledgement which had been unanimoufly
pafled in 1751, fhould now be originally in-
ferted in this new Bill : But on the contrary
the Houfe of Commeons did not in this new
Bill fo much as thank his Majefty for his Re-
commendation ofit, (as they had done in the _
Bill of the former Seffions ;) but proceeded, -
(without the lealt Notice of fuch Recommen-
dation, ) as if, from their own mere Motion,
and by their fole Authority, they had a Righ
to apply the Surplus'in the Treafury, with=
out confulting his Majefty, ;

To this Bill, thus prepared in a Manner
which {fome interpreted Rudenefs, his Maje-
fty only added the very fame Preamble,
which had been unanimoufly pafled the for-

mee
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mer Seffion: And moreover accompanied it
with a Letter, from his Privy Council of
England, fetting forth the Rcafons of fuch
Addition. And, merely for the fake of this
Preamble, an ufeful and neceflary Bill was re-
- je@ted, by a fmall Majority, and in diret
Oppofition to their own unanimous Proceed-
ings in the former Seffion of 1751. And
this, we are told, hath given great Offence
to his Majefty, and his Prlvy Council of
England.

But it is injurious. to_ his Majefty’s Good-
nefs to entertain fuch a Notion, that he can
be offended with his faithful Commons, for
a Difference in Opinion, or a Miftake in
Judgment ; and in a nice Point too, which
feem’d not to have been {o well underftood
at the 'Time, nor fo accurately explained as it
has {ince been.

 So thaty if his Majefty be really difpleafed
at us, it muft be for our riotous and feditious
Procccdmgs before and fince; rather than for
our not clcarly apprehending, or perfeétly dit-
cerning, the exa& Limits, or nice Boun-
dary
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dary, between his Prerogative, and the nghts
and Liberties of his People. '

L |

Had this Rejetion therefore been attended
with no tumultuary Meetings in the Clty 5 had
it been immedidtely accompany’d by.a duti-"
ful and loyal Addrefs to his Ma]c&y humblv
fetting fortl the Reafons of fuch Rejection, it
miglit rationally- have been aferibed to a Mi-
ﬂake in Judgment, or a Change in Temper,
(brought on us by the Inconftancy of dur
Clnmte,) or to any other Caule, . rather than
to Difaffeion fo His l\/fa_]eﬁy, or dlﬁ'egard to
his Minifters : But when bafe Infinuations
mftantly flew through the Kingdom ; when -
feurrilous Inveétives were thrown dlreélly in
the Face of his Mﬂjeﬁy s Servants ; when
Libels againit them were dally pubhfhed and
hawked about the Streets ; when Infults were
offered them in every publick Place, without
the leaft Regard to Decency or good Man-
ners ; and “when the greateft Art dnd Induf
try was tifed to halloo and hunt down e’\rery
loyal“Subject, who would rot join in the
Cry ¥ Then indeed there feemed G_;ounds
to fufpect, that fomething more, thara baré

Miftake
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Mlﬁakc in the Underftanding, or a varizs
blenefs in the Temper, might poflibly have
been at the Bottom of all this ; even a fettled
Pique and Malice towards fome Perfons; who
feem to bave been particularly diftinguifhed
with a large Share of his Majefty’s Favour and
Countenance { and this Conjecture is juftified
from the Confeflion of one of the Writers I
have mentioned, in the Fourth Part of his
Remarks; Page; 46.

And yet; though fome leading Men might
have been aduated by felfifh Paflions, God
forbid; that we fhould Judge all; who joined

in Opinion with them, to have been influenc=

ed by the like Motives:

- We are all apt to think well of our Friends
and Relations; we are prone to judge fa-

rvourab}y of the Prin-ci-ples and A&ions of our

Acquaintanees ; this infénfibly. lays a byafs
on our ‘Minds, and inclines us; to approve
of their Opinions; and to juftify their Con=
duct: by converfing only with fuch, we pre-
clode ourfelves from  any Opportumty of
knowing the Sentiments, or judging nnpar-

¥ tial y
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tially of the Reafons of the Conduét of others :

and efpecially, if any Pains have been taken,
to imprefs upon our Minds a Notion of the

Publick Spirit of our own Party, and of the

{elfithnefs of our Adverfaries.

In fuch a Situation, it is no eafy Matter to
divelt ourfelves of our Prepoffeffions in Fa-
vour .of our own Friends, or of our Preju-
dices againft others : And yet, unlefs we will

do fo, our Minds will not be open to Con-

viction ; nor can there be any Hopes of our

finding out the Truth; or any Profpe of our
ating right.

Let us then charitably hope, that there
may be honeft Men and good Patriots on both
Sides; let us in ‘the Spirit of Mecknefs in-
firu& fuch as oppofe our Principles ; but not
mark ‘out one another for Infults, by affixing
Names . of Reproach ; let us not charge all

who rejeéted the Bill with Madnefs or F olly 5

as actuated by Frenzy; or made the Dupes

of Villains; nor all thofe who wou’d have
palled " the Bill, -as- cajoled by the Pro-

mifes, or terrified by the Threats of the

Court ;

i
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Court: Let us make a mutual Allowance
for our different Sentiments on this Head ;
and though Knaves and Hypocrites will often
ﬂrcn_gthen themfelves, by throwing out Lui'es"
for honeft Men to Aflociate with them, yet
let us not brand a whole Party, as Rogues
and Impoftors; nor condemn one another,
by Troops, and Companies.

Saome Things have lately happened, which
may help to open our Eyes, and let us fee,

_that neither his Majefty, nor his Minifters

are fuch Enemies to our Country, as they
have been reprefented.

When a Breach was made upon Credit
by the Failure of Dillon and Farrel, and
fuch a Run follow”’d upon all the Banks, as
muft foon have puta ftop to all Trade, and
throwh us into a general Confufion; who
were they, who immediatcly ftep’d forward ;
and were ‘the firft to fet themfelves in the
Gap; and by their Influence effectually re-
ftored our finking Credit? Was it not the
Lord Lieuatenant, the I.ord Primate, the Lord
Shelburne, Mr. Rowley, apd many other

- ¥ Gentlemen
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Gentlemen - who have been ftigmatized as
Encmlcs to this Countr ? All thofe othcrs
who afterwards joined in that good Work,
Qught not indeed to be forgot ; — but thefe
were the fitlt, who laid their Shoulders to it,
and to, whom chiefly our Thanks are due.

“And when the Ma’joriﬁ}’ﬁ.of the Commons,
rejected the Bill for Payment of the National
Debt, (though they knew, they had made
no othcr Provifion for it ;) has not his Maje-.
fty generouﬂy Paﬁéd over, -what might have
been inter preted as an Affront offered to
him 3 and; - in kindnels to our Country, or-
der’d it to be immediately paid? hereby cauf=
ing a- Circulation of Cafh, and fupporting -
the Hanour and Ct;gdlt of the Nation.

Thefe are Inftances of Aﬂ“ﬁ&mn to our
Country, which carry Convyiction along with
them ; and, unlefs. we are refolved obftinate-
Iy to-fhut our Eyes, muft plainly point out
to us, that his Majefty’s Goodnefs is {upe-
riot. to All Refentment; and that, even in the
midit of the Cpurt, there may be Patriots

found bug™
_ The
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The Lord Licutenant and others have
thus fupported our finking Credit, and given
a2 new Spring to Trade and Commerce ; and
his Majefty, by ordering the National Debt
to be paid, has given us a ftrong Proof, that
the Publick Faith and Intereft of this King-
dom lic near his Heart ; and his doing this,
after fuch a feeming Indignity offered to him,
may convince us, that he efteems it his
Glory, to pafs over a TranfgrefTion,

Let ns then imitate {uch noble, fuch Royal
Examples ; and fhow his Majefty, that we
alfo can conquer our Paflions; and laying a-
{ide our Pride, Envy, Anger, Revenge,
with all their furious Effeéts ; can now again
P2y a due Regard to his Minifters, and all
thofe whom he is pleafed to honour with di-
ftinguifhed Marks-of his Favour : That we
can now join with chearfulnefs, in promot-
ing Peace and Uhnion among one another,
Sobriety and Induftry among our Manufac-
turers and F.abourers, and Religion and Loy-
alty among all Ranks of our People.  If we
¢an convince our Lord Licutenant, that fuch

a Tem-
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a Temper and fuch a Condu& s likely to
prevail among us, we may then hope to be
reprefented. to his Majefty in fuch a Tight, as
to obtain his gracious Pardon for what is paft,

and to be reftored to our former Placc in his
Favour and Affe&ion.

But if, on the contrary, we go on ftil to
infult our Governors ; abufe .the principal
Officers of the State 5 fpirit up the Popu-
lace to Rioting and Tumults; and fet the
whole Kingdom at variance : What can we

exped, but to fecl hié Majé{’ry’*s Difplcaﬁ'lre 2

We all know, that a neighbouring King-
dom looks with a jealous Eye upon the In-
creafe of our Linen Manufacture; they are
our Rivals'in that Branch of Bufinefs 5 would
be glad of‘an Occafion to cramp it ; and'will
not fail to make their Advantage, of any feem- .
ing Undutifulnefs in us, or a'ny-R_éfent_ment_
of his Majefty towards us.

For our own Sakes then, let us learn to.bc
wife in Time ; and laying afide all Pique and

Rcfentment all Party Quarrels and Animo-
fities,
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fities, let us unite inp Love and mutual good
Offices one to another ; and in all fuch Ae=
tions, as are naturally expreflive of Loyalty
to his Majefty, and Refpect to his Minifters:

And let us not, by a contrary Behaviour,
draw down on ourfelves, and on our Chil-

dren, fuch Di{couragements from his Maje-
fty’s Refentment, and fuch Mifchiefs from our
own frowardnefs, as we may all live to
regret,

I have done ; and hope that all, who fin-
cerely regard the Welfare of this Kingdom,
will excufe the F reedom, and Pardon the
Warmth of fome Expreflions in thjs Letter ;
for they have been really extorted from me,
by an affe@ionate Concern, for my Country,
and for my Countrymen,

March 16, Farewell,
1754+
HIBERNICUS,

B 5 NSRS
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