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People of Ireland,\
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T O  A L L  T H E

Serious, Honeft, and W ell-m eaning

P e o p l e  o f  I r e l a n d *

The following

Q U E R I E S
£re affectionately AddrefTed and Recom

mended to their ferious Perufal.

Si Populus Vult decipi, Decipiatur 
Pudet hac opprobria nobis 

Et Dicipotnijje, et non potuijje refelh.

T o  which is Prefixed,

A  L etter  from the E ditor to the P rinter  . 

And at the End is Added,

An Epiftle Dedicatory, (o Sir 
R ------ d  C—'-x, B-----1.

Printed in the Year, M D C C L I V .
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T H E

E D I T O R
T  O T  H E

P R I N T E R .

IF any one is fo curious as to 
inquire about the Editor ot 
the following Queries, you 

may inform them, that he is a 
Country Gentleman, who at dif
ferent Times, had fpent a few 
Weeks this Winter in Town, to fee 
and obierve what pafíed there.

À  3 That
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That after the clofeft Attenti
on, and ftri&eft Examination, he 
thinks the Gentlemen who now 
call themfelves Patriots, lefs inti
tuled to the Honour of that Dif- 
tindion, than any Set of Men, he 
ever heard or read of. That he 
thinks their Pretenfions abfurd, the 
Temper with which they have 
fupported them wicked, and their 
whole Conduit unaccountably wild 
and extravagant.

That by what he has here writ, 
he intended no more at firft, than 
his own Amufement. But now 
fends it abroad with the View of 
correcting the Folly of fome, and 
roufing the Stupefa&ion of others, 
A general Reformation, he is too 
feniible cannot be the Effedt of any 
thing of this Sort, even under the

be-ft



beft Intention, or a moie mailer - 
ly Execution : That muft be the
Work of Time, after the Appli
cation of others, and perhaps very 
different Means, lome fharp and 
awakening* others lenient, and 
foothing ; adminiflred too by thofe, 
who have Authority to give them 
Weight, and Power to give them 
Efficacy.

That for what appears of Sharp- 
nefs or Severity* he is feniible there 
is fome, but very little compara
tively with what has come from 
the other Side. He can fay for 
himfelf, what none of their Wri
ters can, that his Allegations are 
all ftri&ly true, his Supportions 
reafonable and probable. He de
fies the beft Advocate they have to 
convidt him of Falihocd, or im
peach him of Slander : In which

A á  had

( 7 )



had they dealt lefs, the Mob (whofe 
true Character it is to fwallow im
plicitly all that they hear) would 
not have fo generally declared fof 
them : an odd Foundation for the 
Pride of Party to rife or build up
on, becaufe Hiftory yields no Ex
ample of a Man ieverally attached 
to Truth and Virtue, who ever 
courted their Suffrage, or accept
ed the Proffer of it.

That the Editor is not an En* 
g iift man, or of a Family lately fet
tled among them : That the firft 
of his Name, whom he ever heard 
of, attended called the
Conqueror, into TLnglctndy and the 
firft who fettled here, bore a con- 
fiderable Command under Hugh 
■de Lacy : That in Confequence of 
this, he may be fuppofed to have
near as mahy and as ftror.g Preju

dices

( 8 )



< 9 )
dices in Favour of this his dèar 
Country, as even the oldeft and 
moil refpeSiable of their Leaders, 
and without Place or Penilon under 
the Crown, or perfonal Obligation 
to any Superior upon Earth ; he - 
thinks his Countrymen are now 
playing a very foolifh and defpe* 
rate Game, and with Sorrow re
flects upon the Profped; o f the ma
ny Evils, and Mifchiefs, they are 
bringing upon themfelves.

That by Principle and Inclina
tion, he is as much attached to Li
berty as any Man ought to be t 
That upon proper Occaiions he has 
warmly contended for it, and would 
be among the forwardeft to do fo 
again, if he faw or apprehend
ed any direâ: Attack againft it : 
But, (in the Words of an eminent 
Prelate, in one of the beft Sermons

in
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in our Language,) he has never 
miftaken Liberty fo r  a Right to 
abufe the Government, nor has 
thought the Dignity of a free State 
conftfled in atting without Regard 
or Reverence to thofe who are at the 
Head of it.

This, Sir, is all that you are at 
Liberty to fay of me, or for me ; 
it you think it beft to fay it in 
my own Words you may. Put it 
into what Size you pleafe, fee on
ly that the Lines be diftinft and 
not crouded, the Letter clear and 
correéi

T h e



T H E

Q U E R I E S .

Q J J  E  R  Y  I.

W h e t h e r ,  tho* the co m -
mon and Statute Law  o f two 
Kingdoms be nearly the fame, 

the Conftitutions may not in iome Refpeâs 
be eiTentially different ?

Qu. z . Whether fuch Oppofition to the 
Meafures o f  Government as deferve the 
Name o f  Patriotifm in one, may not be 
Faction in the othsr?



Qu. 3. Can Feuds and Divifións have 
the fame Effects here as in England\ and 
when they happen are the Remedies as 
eaiÿ ?

Qu. 4. Whether if  Ireland had fallen 
under any other Government than that o f 
England, the Natives would not at this 
Day have been in a State o f  as wretched 
Slavery* as any o f  the conquer’d Provinces 
of the Roman Empire ?

Q u . $■; Whether there be ah Example 
in the Hiftory o f  the World of any con
quer’d Province enjoying thatEafe* Tran
quillity and Freedom, which the People o f  
this Nation.enjoy ?

Qu. 6. Gan Ireland profper or flourifh 
but under the Protection of the King and 
his Miniftry j  and can there be any W if-  
<áom in difobliging or quarrelling with 
them, before we are hurted, or aggrie
ved ?

Qu. -7. Is a Thing, ftri&ly and prb-
perly, the Right of thofe who have gi

ven

( 14 }
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vcn k^way, or of tfo,fe to whom «  *

Oil- 8. If a Thing has been Icgallw 
granted and conveyed to me, and I after
wards eonfent ta rertore it, have I not a

C o n  fern? Up0n a ^ cc°gnition of that

Qu. 9. W ill a Recognition o f  that Con
tent, in Term s clear and of no ambiguous 
Meaning, mfer a Right in me tQ af_

terwards for as much o f  that Perfon’s Pro- 
pei ty as I pleafe ?

0«. JO . W ill, in this Cafe, the Pre
mises bear the Conclufion ; and is there
any Rule o f  Logick or E,thicks by which ie 
can be defended ? y

Qu. i l .  Whether Divines, who have 
Tim e out o f  Mind had the Property o f  all
LogomachyS> iliould be difturbed in their 
PoiTeiTion and Right ?

a a Man who Ilad nota Morfel o f  his own to. eat, i f  his N eigh,
bour ient him a D hh  o f  Meat, would not 
be a Fool to throw it out o f  the W in 

dow,



dow, becaufe it was not garniihed to his 
Liking, though he knew it to be whole- 
fome and found, or becaufe he did not 
like the Face o f  the Perfon who brought
it?

Qu. 13. Whether all that has yet been 
offered in way of Anfwer to a Pamphlet, 
entituled, Confiderations, 8cc. be not 
merely Suggeftions of Phrenzy ; and whe
ther a full and rational Anfwer can be gi
ven to faid Pamphlet ?

Qu. 14. Whether a Majority o f  Four 
or f iv e  Voices can determine the Senfe 
o f  a Nation, when Men o f  greater Pro
perty, W eight, and Figure in their 
Country, o f  equal Capacity and greater 
Diftin&ion for their Attachment to L i
berty civil and religious, are on the other

Side ?

Qu. 15. Whether Men who through a 
long Courfe o f Conduit have ihewn them- 
felves incapable o f being corrupted, o f 
fvverving from the Lines of Duty or Mca- 
fares o f  Right, can reafonably be fuppoied 
to a it  now from a contrary Principle ?

( '4 )



Qu. 1 6. Whether this be not the true 
Character o f  Numbers who voted with 
the Court on the 17th o f December, 
1 7 5 3 ?  >

Qu. 17. Whether the Wan who in 
many Inftances has demonftrated, that a 
Luft o f Power is the governing and di
recting Principle o f  his Mind, be a fit 
Perfon to take the Lead in Govern- • / 
ment ?

Qu. 18. Whether the Man who in fe- 
veral Inftances had grofsly abufed the 
Power with which he was intrufted, to 
the general Hurt o f  the Society, the D e- 
ftruétion o f lome o f its moft valuable Pri
vileges, and the Difguft o f many Friends, 
íhould not have that Power wrefted from 
him ?

Qu. 19. Whether one remarkable and 
inconteftable Inftance, to prove this, will 
not fufficiently juftify thofe who combine 
to wreft it from him ; and i f  the laft Dub
lin Election was not an Inftance in point?

( *5 )
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Qu. 20. Whether the Man who a& s 
arbitrarily and illegally in one Inftance* 
would not do fo in every Inftance i f  his 
Power were equal to his Ambition ?

Qu. 2 1 . Whether a Man who by his 
Poft is fubjeót to no Check, is not like
lier to play Tricks in a wanton, Abufe of 
Power, than he who is ?

Q a. 22. Whether the King is not at 
Liberty to chufe among his Subjeds in 
wiiOin he will repofe Confidence, and 
thiough what Hands he will dii’penfe his 
Favours?

Qu. 23. Whether to. contend this Pri
vilège with him be not an aitual Forfei
ture o f  Allegiance ?

Qu. 24. Whether, i f  it came to be 
disputed, whether G e o r g e  the Second, 
or John-a-Nokes ihould be King o f  Ire
land, would any Man in his Wits hefitate 
how to determine ; and if this at prefent 
be not in F ail, or nearly, the Cafe ?

.J Oh*-



Qu. 2 f .  Whether a Man may be fair
ly charged with the Abufe o f  Power be
fore he has had the Trial of it ?

Qu. %6. Whether a Man ihould be fuf- 
peéted o f  bad Defigns, who has yet had 
no Opportunity of ihewing what his De
figns are ?

Qu. 27. Whether a Man who is firft 
in CommilTion, can be blamed for claim
ing an equal Share in the Exercife o f  
thofe Powers with which his Commiifion 
inverts him ?

Qu. 28. Whether admitting what the 
Evidence o f  Hiftory feems to confirm, 
that generally Church-men have made a 
bad Ufe of Power; Men o f  that Charac
ter ihould, for that Reafon, be for ever 
excluded from any Share in the Govern
ment of a State ?

Q u. 29. Whether a Man in the higheil 
Elévation to which he can be raifed, is not 
likelier to ail difintereftedly and uprightly, 
than he who is only labouring to afeend?

( i7 >
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O il  3°- Whether there have not been 
fome, and recent Instances in this King
dom of Churchmen intrufted with the 
higheft Power and greateft Confidence our 
Conftitution would admit, who yet have 
acquitted themfelves to the general Satif- 
fa&ion of the Nation, and left behind them 
Names that ihould be ever dear and preci
ous among us ?

Qu. 31. Whether this having happened 
before, be not a good Reafon for fuppofing 
that the fame may happen again ?

Qu. 32. Whether a Man o f  known 
moderate Principles, Paiïïon?, and Appe
tites, may not be fafely trufted with the 
Exercife o f a legal limited Power, fubjeél 
in various Ways to check and controul 
whatever his Profeilion may be ?

Qu. 33. Whether a Man w ho has a 
great Stake and Intereft in this Kingdom, 
and none in any other, can be prefumed 
to be partial to the intereft o f  another 
in Derogation, Injury or Contempt o f  
this ?



( J9 )

Qu. 34 Whether the Man who has 
the feweft Relations, Dependants, and Fa
mily Connexions, cceteris paribus, be not 
the molt eligible Perfon to take the Lead 
in this Kingdom, and likeliefl: to ferve the 
Generality in their juft Pretenfions?

Qy. 35. Whether the Views, Senti
ments, Interefts, and Principles of Englifh- 
tnen who have fettled lately among us, 
can or ought to be fuppoled id contrary to 
the Views, & c. o f  thofe who ci;rne 
here upon the fame Motives and Encou
ragements, two or three Generations ago, 
as many give out and aiïèrt ?

Qu. 36. Whether the fáme Objections 
now urged againlf Englijh~/nen $ being 
put into the principal Polls o f Honour and 
Profit in this Kingdom, were not as plau- 
fible and cogent in the Days of our Fore
fathers as they are now ?

Qu. 37. Whether fince the firfi: Con- 
qudt of Ireland, there ever was kfs Rea* 
fon for Murmur or Complaint on this A c
count than at prefent ?

B 2 Qu.
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Qu. 38. Whether if  it were a fixed 
Rule, that none but Natives fhou’d be 
Lords Juftices o f  Ireland, any but their 
Relations would be the better for it ?

 ̂ * 4 t m

Qu. 39. Is being popular, or the con
trary a fure Sign that a Man has aéted a 
good or a bad Part ?

Qu. 40. Did not a Peer o f  England 
from being the moil popular Man in the 
Kingdom, become the Objeit o f publick 
Dcteftation, merely for faving the Nation 
from a civil War I

Qu. 41. Is it likely, that they who are 
the Favourites o f  the Mob now, will be fo 
fome Months hence ?

Qu. 42. Will not Feeling, convince 
thofe who judge only by that Senfe ; and 
therefore, whether Fame can ftand long 
upon that Foundation ?

Qu. 43. Whether the Applaufe which 
a Perfon of high Rank has fo eagerly

courted,
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eourtcd, in the Opinion o f wife Men, be 
moft to his Honour or Diihonour?

Qu. 44. Whether Phocion was not a 
wifer Man, who, when the People ap
plauded him with Huzza’s, uled to aik 
JVhat he had done atntfs ?

Qu. 45, Whether when Men are fo 
abandoned, as to Glory in their Shame, it 
be not a Sign that they are loft to all Senfe 
o f  Good, greatly infatuated, and ripe for 
Deftru&ion ?

Qu. 46. Whether it were not advifeable 
for i'ome Men to ftudy the Limits o f  their 
own Underftanding, and to proportion 
their Undertakings to their Abilities ?

Qu. 47. Whether improbable Falfe- 
hoods impudently aflerted, ihould be at
tributed to Ignorance or to Malice.

Qu. 48. Whether they who retail them, 
are the real Authors of them ?

Qu. 49. Whether Slander and Outrage 
be Indications o f  a true Spirit o f  Patrio-

B 3 tifm,
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lifm, and îf  our modem Patriots have not 
overftocked the Market with that Ware ?

Qu. 5-0. Whether it be honeft or repu
table to mark a Man out for the Objeét o f 
publick Hatred and popular Fury, before 
fome Crime has been proved againft 
him?

Qu. 51. Whether a certain Prelate’s bit- 
tçrcft Enemies, are able to prove that he 
has yet been guilty o f  any Crime againft 
the State, or any Conduá: that might de- 
ferve the ilighteft Imputation thrown out 
againft him ?

Qu. 52. Whether the Infults offered, 
and the Menaces thrown out, do not point 
out a Neceility for a general AiTociation o f  
all good Men, for their mutual Defence 
and Protedion ?

Qy- 53- Whether the great Pains 
taken for fome Months paft to inflame the 
Populace in Town, and to raife Feuds and 
Divifions in the Country, be genuine E x- 
preilions o f  Loyalty, or confident with the 
Profeffions of their Abettors ?

Qu-
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Qu. 54. Whether the fame Means and 
Methods in any other Cafe, at all Times 
and in all Places, would not produce the 
fame Effects; and if  the D evil himfelf 
would give the Mob Money to buy Drink 
and make Bonefires, they would not hail 
him ? ,

Qu. 55. Whether the Pomp and Pa
rade o f Coaches attending the Corps o f  
the Wife of a paltry, fcurrilous Printer, 
nine Miles from Tow n in bad Weather, 
and borne by Gentlemen moil diftinguiíHed 
in the Opposition, be not full Proof who 
their Abettors are ?

Qu. 56. Whether the Subfcriptions 
now carrying on to buy Medals, can ferve 
any good Purpofe, and will not intail In
famy on the Subfcribers ?

Qu. 57. Whether a Man who really 
mcaned the publick Good, or the Quiet of 
his Majeily’s Government, would coun
tenance or encourage fuch Meafures ?

Q u .58 . Whether Beef and Claret have 
not experimentally been found to be as

B 4 &reat



great Corrupters o f  moral Re&itude, as 
even Places and Penfions ?

Qu. sg. I f  when a Man is drunk, he 
not thebeil Time to extort a Promife, and 
i f  a Call: o f  Bottles after T  wo, will not en
gage more effectually than a cool A ppli
cation to Reafon after Eleven o’Clock in 
the Morning ?

Quy 60. I f  by fuch Expedients, a 
certain Party has not in a great Meafure 
been kept together ?

Qu. 61. Whether private Connexions 
and Fam ily Interefts, are not real Impe
diments to publick Good, and hinder 
Multitudes from feeing and acknowledg
ing, what they would fee and acknow
ledge, if thofe T ies  were diiTolved ?

Qu. Whether a certain renowned 
Orator and Sta.tefman had been fuffered to 
go on awhile in his own W a y, he 
would not o f  himfelf, in T im e , have di
vided and broken the greateft Intereft in 
this Kingdom, that arifes from Family 
Connexions? .--7

Qn.

( 24 )
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Qu. 63. Whether a certain Knight has 
not fufpe&ed this, and been for fome 
Tim e jealous of his Credit andlntereft I

Qu. 64. Whether a certain great Statef- 
man be indeed the Leader, or the Dupe of 
his Party ?

Qu. 65. Whether it would not be a 
Proof both o f his Wifdom and Honcfty 
to difengage himfelf from it, whilft he has 
it in his Power to make an honourable R e
treat? )

Qu. 66. Whether in his Confcience he 
believes That our Ch —f  G ôv— r had any 
or more Defigns to the Prejudice o f  this 
Kingdom, than his Predeceiîbrs, and was 
not therefore as much intitled to his Com - 
plaifance ?

Qu. 67. Whether i f  any Defign to the 
Prejudice o f  this Kingdom and the private 
Advantage of the Adminiftrators had been 
really in View, it is not likely more Pains 
would have been taken to humour Him ?

**  »  •  - *  - V ,  '  .  ' *  .  *  ■ * '  *  ■ 1
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Qu. 68. Whether upon the fame Sup
port! >r, a blue Ribband, or a Ducal Coro
net would have been thought tco high a 
Purchafe for fix, feven, or eight Voices?

Qu. 69. Whether a certain Patriot,
who thought himfeif fecure for his own 
Life, would not have been as ftaunch a 
Courtier now as heretofore, if he could 
have had the fame Security for his Son’s 
Life ?

Qu. 70. Whether the old Adage, E x
quovis Ligno non fit Aiercurius, be not
true, ex. gr. Whether a Barber’ s Block 
with a broad Hat and full bottomed 
W ig  would make a Chancellor ?

Qu. 7 1 . Whether Caution and Difcre-
tion in the Choice o f  Perfons to fill ho
nourable and lucrative Employments, be 
not a commendatory Quality in a Minifter 
o f  State, and ought not to endear him to.
the Pubiick ?

,;.y » .v; iV •
Qu. 72. Whether if  another had been 

raifed to a S----------r infte'ad of a Scrj — — t
‘ : O ~~ r it

\



(  27 )
ît would not have foftened or altered the 
Signification of the VVord Confent ?

Q u .73 . Whether Men whofe avowed 
Principles, it is always to oppofe the 
Court, and have always a£tcd on that 
Principle, can be faíe Subjcdts or good 
Commonwealths-men, and i f  we have 
not feveral o f this remarkable Character at 
prefent in oar Senate ?

Qu. 74. Whether when Men are refol- 
ved to quarrel, they can be long at a L qCs 
for an Occafion, and yet whether it did not 
coil fome Confutations this laft Seffion of 
Parliament to difcover the few that werç 
ftartcd ?

Qu. 75\ Whether any o f them would 
have been thought reafonable Grounds o f 
DiiTcntion at any other Crifis ?

Qu. 76. Whether the People o f  Ireland 
may not quickly find Reafon to bewail the 
Çortdudt o f their Patriots, and if  they dp 
not already feel the bad Effeits o f it ?

Qu,
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Qu. 7 7 . Whether Money locked up in 
a Cheft, or circulating thro’ a Nation 
be rood for the Nation’s Advantage ?

Qu. 78. I f  Scarcity ihould fucceed 
Plenty, who will be to blame, they that 
ihut it up, or they who would have (bat
tered it ?

Qu. 79. Whether fome Men would not 
be better pleafed, their Mcney ihould go 
ço Rome, to buy Indulgences, than to
H ----------r, and i f  there be not as great
Likelihood o f  its being fent to the Former 
as to the Latter ?

* # ,

Qu. 80. Whether it be reasonable to 
expeét that the Stronger will be bullied 
by the Weaker?

Qu. B i .  When by Riot and Pampering 
the Blood is over-heated, whether ftrong 
Catharticks, Emeticks, & c. are net necef- 
fary to reflore the true Tone, T em 
per and Spring, and to bring pn Health ?

?  Qa*
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Qu. 82. O f  the Multitude who have 
been fo bufy in writing and prating, is there 
one in an hundred that know what they 
are prating about ?

Qu. 83. Can any other Caufe o f our 
Diviiions be aifigned than the Rage o f  
Ambition and Luft of Revenge, and mud: 
not a Man be wilfully blind not to fee 
this ?

Qu. 84. Can any T h in g  be more pru
dent and proper, than to keep Men a- 
funder, who i f  they met would be fure 
to fight, and to worry one another ?

Qu. 85. Whether they who make the 
loudeil Preteniions to Confcience, have not 
generally the leaft o f  it ?

Q u .8 6 . Whether if  Confcience prompt
ed a Man to court a Place, it might not 
alfo prompt him to keep it ?

Qu. 87. Whether the Cork Surgeon can 
cure a dillocated Member ?

( 29 )
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Q j.  88. Whether the Oil of the Ad
der has indeed the Virtue aicribed to it by 
Hudibrajs ?

Qu. 89. I f  the Conduit o f  certain Men 
in the Year 1749* and the Year 1753,  can 
poffiblv be reconciled ?

Qu. 90. I f  Mens Humours and Paffi- 
ons can alter the Natures or* Things, fo 
as to make what was confeffedly irregular 
and illegal lait Scilion, regular and legal
this ?

Qu. 91. With what Face can the Men 
who hindered a Motion for the Augmen
tation of t^e Army’ s Pay laft Seffion, be- 
caule in that way it would have trefpaf- 
fed on the King’s Prerogative, juftify their 
attempting it in a clandeftine way this Sef
fion, in contradiction to their own decla
red Sentiments ?

Qu. 92. W hat may reafonably be pre- 
furned to be the Views o f fuch Men ? Is 
it poílíbíe France and the Pretender may 
be in fome o f  their Thoughts ? Don’ t it 
at lealt look as if they were willing to

throw
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throw all Things into Confuiion rathef 
than fail in their Purfuit ?

Qu. 93. Is it poffible for the mod hu
mane and benevolent Heart to give a faJ 
vourable Turn or Colour to fuch Proceed
ings? W ill not a faithful and juft Repre-
fentation too probably incenfe M-------y ;
and what can our G ----------r, with all his
celebrated Good-Nature, fay to mediate in 
our Behalf?

Qu. 94. Whether i f  Faóíion be a de
terminable T h in g, T h is  is not it?

Qu. 95. WThether Prerogative be a 
{landing invariable T h in g, afcertainable 
by L aw  and Cuftom, or variable and al
terable with the Humours and Interefts o f  
T h ree  or Four leading Men ?

Qu. 96. However faihionable it is be
come to declaim againft Prerogative, whe
ther it be not the only fure Barrier wc 
have againfl: Sedition and Anarchy ?

Qu, 97. Whether to be both a Knave 
and a Fool, which would have pafs’d for

a Para-



à Paradox a Year ago, be not common
now ?

Qu. 98. Whether our new Set o f  L n - 
cafians, in refpe£t of all known Syitems o f  
Politicks, be not rank Hereticks, and de
riving from no old Herefiarch, ihould be 
tolerated in the State ?

Qu. 99. Whether the Preibyterians in 
Ireland, by their Conduit now and at the 
T im e  o f  the Rebellion, have not ihewn, 
that they are fit Tools for any Faction 
to work with, and ready to join any 
Party that will make them large Promi- 
fes -?

Qu. i co.  Whether Men in Power ever 
did, or probably ever will, take them by 
the Hand, but with the View  of. ferving 
their own Purpofes, and then to drop 
them ; and whether, in feveral Inftances, 
they have not experimentally found this to 
be true?

Qu. 1 0 1. Whether the Gentlemen 
who lately declared for them, and in 
whofe Behalf they fo fcandaloully profti- 
tuted their Religion, are by Principle,

Edu-
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Educationj or Inclination their Friends, 
and on any real Emergency, likelier to 
ierve and efpoufe their Interelí, than thofe 
whom they oppofed ?

Qu. 102. Whether by their Behaviour 
they haye not, in fome meafure, forfeited 
the Claim o f  M erit they formerly had 
with the Government, and are doing 
what they can to juftify their G over
nors, i f  that Bounty and Indulgence which 
they have fo long enjoyed, Ihould be 
withdrawn ?

Qu. 103. Whether the End neareft 
their Hearts, and ever uppermoft in their 
Thoughts, can be accompliihed, but by 
overturning the Conftitution, and whether 
by that Event, Matters would be really 
mended witb.them ?

. / ' r * rt «
Qu. 104» Are they indeed fuch Fools 

as to think they could rife upon the 
Ruins o f  the Eftabliihmeht ; or are they 
not in í a é t  mad* and out o f  their Sen- 
ies? tT T j  1 ' '/

Qu. 105-. Is their colle&ed Weight in 
five or fix Counties, never to be exerted

C  but



but againft the natural Intereft of theif 
Individuals, and by the Proftitution o f  
their Religion, o f  that real Significance 
and Importance which they take it to
be?

Q u. 106. Could they rn any one Coun
ty return a Member of their own Profef- 
iion ? ' ?' '

Qu. 107. Whether thé Topi ft) Priefts 
in Dublin, are not now ailing, more rati
onally, and confidently with the general' 
Rules o f  Religion, than the Teachers o f  
the DiiTentcrs" in the North ; and whe
ther the latter, with the Advantage o f  fo 
much greater Purity in Do&rine, fhould 
not bluih to be reprimanded on this 
Score ?

* ( iV Jt i ÍJ  <1 '  • (  .p
Qu. 108. Whether Popijh Converts, 

and Proteftant Diilèntérs, old Whigs and 
veteran Jacobites, can be long united, and 
like Oil and Vinegar, however you jum
ble and blénd them, \vill not quickly fe- 
parate and divide ?

Qu. 109. Whether there be at this Day 
even an independent Nation upon Earth,

that
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that'enjoys more or greater Advantages 
than the People of Ireland, though in a 
State o f  Subjection and Dependence?

Qu. n o .  Whether when People are 
well, there be notWifdora in keepingthem- 
felves fo? •

Qu. h i . Whether i f  any thing adverfe 
or unfortunate befal us, the Editor of thefe 
Q u  e r i e s , may not juftly fay, in the
Words o f

0 ! Ireland ! ‘Thou haft dejlroyed 
thyfelf!

A  N
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Sir R - ~ d  C-x, B-r-t.

S I R,

I C O N F E S S  candidly that I do not 
wait upon you with this Addrefs 

in the common way of Dedicators, to 
derive Honour from your Name, but to 
give fomc to it, which at this remarkable

Æra



Æra o f your Life, I prefume, will be botli 
welcome and agreeable.

I, for my Part, living only to myfelf, 
want none ; I am under no Temptation 
to look for it abroad : But yours is a dif
ferent Cafe, you have long been in queft 
of Fame, and that you may not end your 
Life, as you have hitherto gone through 
it, I am induced, merely from Compaf-
fion and Good-Nature, to help you to a 
little. •

Your State, Sir, is different not only 
from mine but from moil other Peoples : It 
is pitiable, bccaufe nobody feems to pity 
it. A  fad Thing it is, truly ! after fuch 
Herculean Labour, after fuch long and 
painful Vociferation, after fuch perplex
ing Scrutiny to inform and fettle your 
Confcience, after veering and ihifting fo 
often to fhun the Ebbs and Shallows o f  
Fortune, and after fixing at a Point where 
Power promifed to reft, and the rcfrefh-r 
ing Gales of Court Favour to blow, at 
lait, by an unexpected Variation of the 
Magnetick Needle, to be obliged to furl 
your Sails, and turn the Helm, and re
vert to the Point from wheocc you fet
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out, at once et opus et oleam perdere, to 
have no one to fay a kind Thing to you, 
or o f you ; 2nd when you look inward to 
read that upbraiding Sarcafm, What Fruit 
had you in thofe Things whereof you are 
now afiiomed ! Quts talia Jando temperet a 
Lacrynns : H ow  doleíul ! how awakening 
is your Cafe !

I  have, Sir, been carting about to try if 
in this Night o f W oe, fome W ay might 
not be found, to let in a Ray of Comfort 
to your tortured Soul i And after much 
Mufing and Meditation, three Coniidcra- 
tions have been fuggefted, that leem to 
promife fome ; one indeed is, to my 
Appr-ehenfion, a wretched one, yet they 
w ho have tried it, it is faid, have found 
its Ufe : You are not fingle and folita- 
ry in this State, Solamen miferis, focios 
hahuifje doloris. T h e  fécond muit arile 
from your reflecting, that your Example 
may be a Warning to others to fhun the 
Rock on which you have unhappily fplit. 
And the third is, that there is a Bleffed- 
nefà promifed to People in your Condition. 
But the Uie o f thefe two laft, depend up
on this, that the Vetera A ^ œ  are not. all 
extirpated, but that you retain fome Nib-
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blirigs o f  the pious Inftrudtion you recei
ved at your Mother’s Knee. T ho laft in 
particular requires a faving Degree of 
Faith, and if you have been as great a 
Sceptick in Religion, as you have been in 
Politicks, I can anfwer as little for your 
Soul in the next World, as for your Bo
dy in this ; which, it is to be feared, fince 
the Supplies o f Ortolons and Sack arc cut 
off, will quickly macerate, at leaft not 
return fo plump and florid next SeiTion, 
as it goes down at the Clofe of this ?

But, Sir, though I expeéí: no Honour 
from this Dedication, I am not without 
the Hopes o f  fome Profit : D o not mif- 
take me, Dear Sir : M y Defign is not to 
draw upon your Pürfc (whioh I am fen- 
fible will not bear large Drains now) 
but upon your Underftanding. You fee, 
from what I have here prefented to you, 
that I am as great a Sceptick in Politicks 
as you were once yourfclf. You will fee 
how ftrangely my Political Faith is ftag- 
gered* and what ftubborn Doubts I have 
to be reiblved : Here is the principal De- 
fign I had in waiting upon you; and to 
whom could I (o properly go ae to you ; 
Ton !  who tot Percurris, tot Legis, tot

Seri bis.
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t i r  ibis, tot Loqtieris, I had almoil faid with 
M ilton,*’/ Tamen:— You, I fay, i f  any 
dne, muft be able to do it : And let me 
tell you, Sir, the World experts it from 
you, I call upon you, and your Reputa
tion, i f  it be any way precious to you, 
demands it of you : That yon inform us 
by what Methods you wrought up your 
own Confcience to that State o f  Compo
sure, which you told us not long fince in 
the Houfe o f Commons, you then feeled. 
W hat N ew  Lights you have received iînce
the Expulfion o f  Mr. L ------ s, and the
Rejection of Mr. L ------ e, and your Pre
ferment at Corke, how you cicatrized the 
gaping Wounds, that thofe refined Strokes 
o f  Policy made in it, and by what Method 
o f Reafoning, you have periuadcd yourfelf, 
that the fame Man under a C onduit fo 
wonderfully contrafted, could be a Pa
triot then and now.

By calling upon you for this, I do not 
ihppofe, that I either put you upon a dif
ficult or difagreeable Tafk : I know that 
in your Table-Book, you have kept an cx- 
a<St Regiftry o f  the Occurrences o f  your 
Life, for many Years, and o f your Obfer- 
vations on every Occurrence -, whence you

muit
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muft be amply provided with Materials :
I iniiil therefore upon your giving a diftiixit 
Anfwer to every Query in this Book, and 
I promife you, what I am fure will make 
the Undertaking agreeable, that if  you 
can clearly and fatisfa6torily refolve thefe 
my Doubts, and remove thefe my Scru
ples, I will change Sides, and write a 
Book o f  Retractations to publiih my Con̂ - 
viétion to the World : i  will join with 
you afterwards in all your Schemes, (up- 
port by my Pen every Part of ÿour Syf- 
tenij rail with you at all the Men now in 
Power. Hifs Lord G — t—*-> abufe the
P ----------e, fwallow Bumpers (which I
have long abjured) for the E*------1 and
R ------ r, and your Honour, & c. and
twice a W eek in the Univerfal Advertifer, 
fend your Fame through all the Corners 
o f  this lfland. L et me however, add 
one Requeft, that if  ycu undertake my 
Converfion, you will not only be diftindl, 
but tuccindt alfo, for I have a weak 
Head, and if  you are as verbole and fono*- 
rous upon Paper, as you are in the Houfe, 
you will quickly confound me, and I 
lhall quickly drop you ; befides I am im
patient o f  Fatigue, and hate every T. hing
that is tedious, infomuch, that I have

D  not
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many fine Thoughts, beautiful Images, 
agreeable Leffons o f  Morality, and io 
much afFeéting Diilrefs wrought up

I f  I cannot prevail with you for the
whole o f  this Demand, you will I am fure
favour me at leaft, with a Dedication upon
«ny Dedication, at which from a late Sample,
I know you have a mafterly Hand j but
take care, not to threaten me again with 3.
Drubbing, as you did in that ; for I can
tell you I am damned Cholerick, and you
may catch a Tartar, and as the Houfe
is not fitting now, nor the Serjeant at
Arms at hand, to take us into Cuftody,
one o f  us might be in Danger o f  ihed-
ding our Blood, or expofing our C o w 
ardice.

In ihort, Sir, i f  you can do, what I  
have here called upon you for, you will 
oblige great Numbers, as well as me, 
who itand gazing and quite aftoniilied 
at all you have been doing, and faying, 
and writing, fince the Ninth o f  Ottober 
laft, and cxpeét, I ihould fay demand

fomc
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fome better Reafons to vindicate your dwn 
and your Friends CondudV, than have 
been yet offered to the World.

I  am,

S I R ,

A s you Acquit your
*

Tour Friend or not,

Phil. Hib.

From my Garret in Twatling-ftreet.
Feb. 21 ft. 1754.
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