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Independent F r e e h o l d e r s

O F  T H E

P— y— ce o f M - -ns— r,

t  o
I

Sir R------C---------Baronet,

WITH
A  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  F o rty  E ig h t  O rig in al 

Patriot T o a s t s ,  drank at a fele<it AiTembly 
o f F r e e - h o l d e x s  at Corke, the Firit o f this 
Inftant January, 1754.

Come, bright A  Area, come, celejlial M a id  
A nd deign I e r n E  with thy blifsful Aid\
L et the G r  a n d  M u f t y ’x venal Tricks be feen , 
A nd pull the C a i t i f f  from  behind the Screen»

M  L O N D O N :

Printed at the Sign o f C a i p h a s  and Fr* 
pulling o ff Tot-'~g— h~ -m \  Boots.

L  M D CC LIV,
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A  N

A D D R E S S , ^ .
S I R ,

W
E  fhould think ourfelves wanting in our 

D uty to our D e l i v e r e r s , and L ove 
to our Country, if  we flip’d any O p ­
portunity o f returning you our moit grate­
ful and unfeigned Acknowledgments for 

your fteady, fuccefsful, and indefatigable Endeavours in 
Parliament for the Intereft o f this Kingdom , and parti­
cularly for the glorious Share you have taken in that 
O r d e a l  Parliamentary T r y a l, which happily diftin- 
guiihed the Friends, from the Enemies of Ireland.

T h e  univerfal Rejoycings upon this memorable O c -  
cafion, was no lefs pleaiing to us, than the Vindica­
tion of our Country’s Liberties was to you, and thole 
other worthy Patriots, who fignalized themfelves upon 
fome late intereiling Debates.

A n d  we have a more particular Reafon to rejoyce 
at the Succefs o f your Endeavours, when we confider 
the corrupt M ethods that were us’d to fap the Foun­
dation o f the real, and natural Iaterefts o f this K in g ­
dom.

I t  is to the Succefs, Sir, o f our worthy P a t r i o t s  
in Parliament this Seflion, that w e ow e the invaluable 
Bleiling of defeating that G r a n d  C o r r u p t o r ,  who 
has made the D iftru& ion o f this K ingdom , his T h e o ry
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and Pra& ice, fince his Exaltation to that P o w e r ,  to  
which he was moft undefervedly called.

T h e  extraordinary Force o f  Corruption that was 
oppos’d to the Virtue o f our P a t r i o t s , renders each 
o f  them more dear to us, for refitting thofe T e m p t a ­
tions, which were fo greedily fwallowed down by the 
Betrayers o f their Country : A nd upon any future E - 
le â io n , w e muft look upon thofe Conftituents w ho 
"would vote for the Enemies o f their Country, to be 
equally degenerate and criminal.

T h e  Am bition and Venality o f the C lergy, Sir, .are 
highly alarming to every generous Free-Holder o f  this 
P — v— ce,  fince mofHy all their Interefts and Endea­
vours w ere devoted to O n e , w ho is fitter to be an ln~ 
quifitcr c f  a Spanifo lnquifition, than loaded with Ho­
nours and Preferments he is fo flagrant a D ifsrace to.» ^ ...

T h e  Cruelty o f Landlords in bafhawing and buffer­
in g their T en an ts to vote againft their Confcience and 
their C ountry, h  a Practice highly abominable, and' 
w hich  in a great M eafure, and particularly upon a late 
T ry a l o f Inerejls, took its R ife from the Influence and 
D irection  o f  H im , w ho ihould rather be preaching the 
G ofp el to his Supporters, than like an H and unfeen oil­
ing the political IVheel at Elections, w hich abpve all 
T h in g s , he ihould have no Concernm ent in.

I f  w e  have any fuch thing as a Corrupt M — n— r , 
h h  Schemes can never prevail, w hile our Parliament 
fupports that P a t r i o t  S p i r i t  fo em inently diftin- 
gu iih ’d upon tw o late important Debates. T h e  S w o r d  
o f  J u s t i c e  m ail ftill be in his V ie w , nor ihould /«- 
tereji or CommiJJion render facred3 what Practice makes 
prophane. t

T h e  dutiful and lo ya l Subje&s o f  this P— v— ce, 
are highly fenfible o f  his M a j e s t y ’ s good Intentions 
for their Happinefs and W elfare  \ but they cannot avoid 
declaring, that fome evil C o u n c ilo rs  have endeavoured 
to  prove Incendiaries between his M ajefty , and his m oft 
faithful Subjects o f Ireland. A  D efign  o f  this kind m uft 
neceflarily be calculated by the fecret Enem ies to this 
K in gd om , w ith a V ie w  o f  raifing themfelves3 at the E x ­
pence o f an enyy’ d injur’d N ation.
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ÍT  is w ell known, Sir, that whenever a Prince had an 

Occafion for the Sincerity o f  Friends, it was more na­
tural to be found among the Patriots of the r^ing om , 
than among Court C a t t e r  P i l l e r s , who can ne­
ver be truly loyaî to their1 K i n g ,  while they bend there 
Application and Study to the D eftruftioii o f his moit
faithful and loyal Subjects. #

I t  is an eftabliíhed M axim , Sir, that a King can 
do no Hrrong. Hence it evidently follows, that whatever 
Encroachments are made upon the Liberties o f a Free- 
People, muft proceed from his Councellors. Arid as the 
Kiner executes nothing without the Advice o f his C oun­
cil, they, and they alone, are to blame for any M al-prac- 
tices in Government, and in happier D ays, were no 
longer protected, than they could vindicate their Inno­
cence in the AfTembly of the People.

T h e  ftnifter Endeavours, and corrupt Methods us’d 
x to  fcreen a publick MifappHer o f the national W ealth , 

have thrown an indelible Stain and Odium  on lome 
Charafters, that had not too much Reputation to lofe

before. V  j t. r
W h e t h e r  a D i r e c t o r . of A F f A î r s , and thole

in his Confidence, had particular Reafons for this unna­
tural Protection, the W orld is left to judge ; and if  he 
was privately concerned, or gave fecret Direótions or 
Rewards to fupport this Prote&ion, he is fubmitted to 
the Confideration of every difinterefted and difpafîionate 
Perfpn, who is capable o f judging what part a D irec­
tor o f  Affairs fhould a d  upon that Occafion.

B u t  vVhat adds to the" Infamy of .this Protection, is, 
that the Mifapplier was more particularly to be fupported, 
w ith a fecret V iew  o f wounding an innocent, illuftrious 
P a t r i o t , who had been guilty* o f the unpardon­
able Crim e o f telling bold, and juftifiable T ruths.

W h en  the Behaviour o f any M an in Power renders 
him obnoxious to the warrantable Ceufure of the Peo­
ple, it is the Bufinefs o f State-Bafhaws to deter the moft 
noble P a t r i o t s  from impeaching him.

A n d  tho’ an Impeachment, carries along w ith it the 
difagreeable O ffice o f proving F aits , the Rem oving A r­
bitrary-Men from their Pinnacle o f  Power cannot be ill- 
grounded, if  from the Courfe o f their C on duit in private,
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it appears they have publickly declared one "things and 
ecretly graiped at another : O r , if  irvany particular they 

have ufed the leaft Intereft to the Prejudice o f a loyal 
N ation, 7. hey are from that Inftant unworthy to prefide 

•jover a free People, whofe Interefts they artfully ftudy’d 
to betray.

Perhaps fome prieftly Sychophant m ay fay,  a K i n g  
can exercife fome o f the Prerogatives o f  the C row n , 

..without the Advice or Council o f  any M inifter ; admit 
then that a K i n g  ihould unknowingly make a wrong 
U fe o f fuch Prerogatives, his M inifters w ho ihould fet 
him right, are to anfwer for his Proceedings, w hile they 
continue in their Employments.

T h is , Sir, fs a peculiar Advantage to the B ritijh  
Conftitution, which w e w ill ever be deprived of, i f  
w e  have M inifters whofe Corruptions are to he fup- 
,!Por-ted by a deprav’d M ajority , or the Interpolation o f 
any Pow er upon Earth.

I t  has been remarked, Sir, that M inifters w ho could % 
not ju ftify  their C o n d u fl to the Satisfaction o f the Peo­
ple, have fcreened themfelves under the Protection o f 
that Pow er, for whofe fpecious Services, they have 
made villainous Invafions upon the Liberties o f  the 
Peopje. Such Practices, Sir, are the ultim ate Recourfe 
bad M inifters have for their Security and Protection.

A n d  w e are told, Sir, that fuch Protection* againft 
the loud Allegations o f  the People, can never end in 
the Intereft and Happinefs o f a N ation.

T h e  Populace in all Countries in the W o rld  get 
into the Secrets o f  A ffairs fooner than fome w ife heads 
im agine, and are readily alarmed at any A ttacks on the 
L ib erties  o f  their Country,

A n d  it has never been kn ow n , that the Populace o f 
this K in gd om  labour’d under painful Apprehenfions, 
but from  the fecret Difcoritents and G rum blings o f 
their Reprefentatives, w h o are rem arkable for never 
com plaining till the D an ger is too near at hand.

( 6  )
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F r o m  this Confederation, the impatient Expe£lations* 
and loud Acclamations of the Populace upon fome late 
important Determinations, may appear .lefs amazing, and 
their Gratitude to the Supporters of their Liberties, and 
diflike to the Enemies of their Country, w ere as natu­
ral, as diftinguiihable. .

T h e  molt effential Difference, Sir, between Liberty 
and Slavery, is, that in Confequenoe of the former, no 
M oney can be taken from the Subjects but by V irtua 
of L aw , and even fuch Sums of M oney as am levied 
by L aw , are to be applied to no other Purpofes, than 
fuch as the Rcprefentatives o f the Country lhall diredt; 
In a State o f Slavery, the lead Breath o f Prerogative, 
renders every M an’s Property fubjeft to the M ercy of 
the fir ji Call o f  Power. A nd the W ealth  o f  the N a ­
tion may be applied to whatever Purpofes P r e r o g a ­
t i v e  pleafes, without ever being obliged to give the leaft 
Account.

I s h o u l d  be glad to kn ow , Sir, how  far it mends 
the Condition of a diftreffed People, that this Prerogative 
may happen for fome T im e  to be in the Hands ot the 
beft and wifeft Prince, fince it is capable o f being the 
D cftrutfion o f a loyal People (Free by Inheritance) 
in the Reign o f any Prince, o f lefs exalted Virtues.

T h e  W ifdom  o f Reprefentatives, Sir, in a great 
Meafure confifts in impofing no more T a x e s  upon the 
N ation, than is nccefl'ary tor public U tility and na­
tional Safety. And if this M oney, which is the M ue 
o f  thofe T a x e s , be not employed to invigorate and 
ftreixnhen the Cowftitution, it may in T im e  beeome a 
powerful Engine, difplaying its Influence in Penfions and 
Places to thofe w ho were foremoft in their Endeavours
to ruin their Country. n. ,

T h e  Reprci'entatives o f the People. Sir, are Içgally
and naturally inverted w ith the foie Right o f difpofing 
o f this M oney to the above-mentioned Purpofe, and does 
not that M em ber betray the moil corrupt Principles, w ho 
would divert him felf o f a Prerogative intruded to him 
by the N ation, or permit this M oney to be applied to 
any other Purpofes, than diredly correfpond w ith the 
original Intention, and unavailable Nature and M eaning 
mi the Lejiflature.
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I t  appears obvious, Sir, to every difintereiled M an, 

that there can be no more equitable M eans o f difchargin^ 
a national D ebt, than by applying the Redundancy re­
n am in g in the T reaiury for that Purpofe, and the R * . 
fidue, if any there may be, ihould be employed to the

Inwfry.t wÍ'rSS f“  Wh° ft  ” d ^  " 'h° fc
T h e  new  Doétrine, Sir, o f altering, the L a n g u a g e  

oî our A cts, and cramming E d i c t s  down the Subieas 
T h roats, carry an Evi l  along with It, too flagrant to

Í  I a  \  3ny Pe0pIe the ,eail Diicernment. 
T h e  firft A i l  relative to the Paym ent o f this national

R  % C ^ h0l% C ° urr« al’d Progrefs o f it under
the Admimftration of the E — l o f H — ?— n teftified
the fulleft Acknow ledgm ent o f  the .natural R ieht o f A p -

K ^ c T o m  7 t0 thC R e Prefentatives o f th is

Y o u  muft a llo w , Sir, and 110 one know s better, that 
by altering the Language o f  cur A $ s ,  upon a Redundancy 
oT tw o, three, or four hundred thoufand Pounds in the 
T rea fu ry , levied by L a w , for the U fe o f  the N ation, 
luch Sum , or Sums, might be earned aw ay, without be­
ing lubjeit to any A ccount whatfoever. A nd Sir, for a 
N ation to accept o f their Birth-right, under the fpecial
T it le  o f Graacus Bounty, muit be difagreeable to all
the bons o f  L iberty. "

A n d  if any Pow er upon Earth, can at any T im e  dif-

d  1- 1Cy I11 , thf  T reafu ry> Without the C on feat 
at the P arlem en t o f  Ireland, w e m ay confidently affirm,
there is fuch a Ballance againíí us, that the elder Sifter
m ay beggar the Younger^ whenever it fuits the Intereft
01 an ambitious, or a deiisriino; M inifler.

N o  w ife M an  will affert, that the large Sum now in 
the I  rcafury is a Dem onftration o f  the W ealth  o f this 
K in g d o m ; to the contrary, it is the fírongeít P roof o f 
the L u xu ry  and E xtravagance thereof. A nd by the E x ­
portât,on o f  C aih  for thofe foreign Com m odities, and 
the D uties chargeable thereto, i f  the M on ey in the T r e a -7  A°a- Aatpa" r  T Lme,Tbe ° llcd awa>'> ^  aPPlied to 
UTes diftm ft from the U tility  o f  this K in gd om , there
would be no to erablc Sufficiency left behind! for carry-
mg on the Trade and Commerce of Inland. .And when
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ihofe Courtiers were defuntt, with their Places, their D e - , 
fcendants would curie them in their G raves, for leiTening 
the Value of their Acres, by the calamitous Diftreffes o f 
the Nation.

Is there any T h in g , Sir, facred againft the Power of 
Corruption, but the pureft Spirit o f Patriotifm ? otherwife 
could Men o f eight, nine, ten, and eleven thoufand Pounds 
a Year, give their Voices againft the natuial and political 
intereft o f that Country, wherein they had fuch extcnfivc 
Properties ?

T he  Interefts, Sir, of  Great-Britain  and Ireland, bear 
fo clofe a Connexion, that they muft tall or rife toge­
ther ; therefore, any M inifter who endeavours to injure 
this K ingdom , ihould be deemed an Enem y to his 
M ------ y,° and the real Interefts o f both Kingdoms.

T h e s e , Sir, are the Principles and Sentiments o f tire 
Frce-holders o f the P— v — ce o f M — n— r, w ho are 
come into a fixed Refolution o f returning thofe, and 
thofe only, w ho have been Friends to their Country up­
on the late Trial o f impregnable Patriotifm , or thofe re­
commended by their Patriot Reprefentatives.

W e ihould be guilty o f the higheft Ingratitude, Sir, if  
w e had omitted returning our moft grateful'i'hanks to 
our Glorious P a t r i o t s ,  T h e  R i g h t  H o n o u r a b l e  
t h e  E a r l  o f  K i l d a r e ,  the R i g h t  H o n o u r a b l e  
H e n r y  B o y l e ,  and Anthony Malone, Efq; whofe d;i- 
tinguiihed Sarvices to their Country, have raifed an im­
mortal Honour for themfelves, and their Pofterity. N or 
are w e wanting in the juiieft Senfe o f Gratitude, to all 
the reft o f our worthy Potriot-, who withftood the "Judaic 
Bribery of the G r a n d  C o r r u p t o r ,  and the whole 
Quorum o f Court Junto's,

"^ T h e  peculiar Happinefs and Felicity you enjoy, Sir, in 
your Abilities as a Scholar, Principles as a M an , Loyalty 
as a Patriot, and Knowledge o f our Conjlitution as a StateJ- 
man, render you a great, and illuftrious Senator, worthy 
the Example and Imitation o f  our Patriot Reprefentativesy 
w ho fliould make the Law s and Conftitution of their 
Country, and the Bufinefs o f the Senate their particular 
Study, wherèbv they might with Judgment oppofe the 
Enemies o f their Country, as you,have happily done this
Sefliou of Parliament. _  ,

T hq •
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T h o ’ w e  are highly convinced, Sir, o f your invariable 
Difpofition for the W elfare o f this Kingdom , yet we 
humbly take Leave to requeft your beft Endeavours, and 
the reft Oj our Patriot Reprefentatives, to procure -n AS- 
for hmiting the Num ber o f P ' ;K:es »nd Penfions, lb pro­
n e l y ,  and mjurioufly d.lpenced this Seifion o f Parliament. 
T h e  whole Kingdom  are fenf.ble, Sir, that the newly 
created Penfions and Places, wereconfered on thofe who 
fold their Country, Confcience and Honour, for temporary 
Enjoym ents. And, except fome Lim its are fixed to this

u ? 1a u  C Natl(f ™ ay a to n e  time or other, be pur- 
chafed by it» own W ealth. y

W e a!fo fubmit to your Confideration, Sir, whether 
thofe Placem en, from the higheft to the loweft, ihould 
not be obhged to produce their Securities, w h erein -w e 
aie leniible there is a voluntary, and ihameful Neo-ject 
on one Side. & *

. A nld whether military M en , w ho, fiaht for our L ib er­
ties abroad, .and are ever too ready to fell them at H om e, 
ihould be fit Keprefentatives o f this K ingdom .

T o  thefe Recommendations, Sir, w e join our unfeigned 
G ratitude, and conclude with a folemn Atfurance o f our 
future Voices to your Intereft, and all thofe who diftin- 
guiihed themfelves in their C ountry’s B ehalf this Seffion 

A n d  if  the Com pafs o f  this Paper would permit, f r -  
veral thoufands o f  the Free-holders o f this P — v _ ce w’ ú
m oit chearfully fubferibe this, their m olt dutiful, grateful

unfeigned Addreis. *  *
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