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T o  h i s  G r a c e  t he

V

D ----------- of  D -------------, &c.

My Lord,
( i ) 1j r  F  your Grace will condefcend to pèru fe the 

1 following Sheets,you will not be iiirprized,
JL nor, I hope, offended at myPrefumption in 

dedicating them to you ; with the FaÀs therein 
related ; o f the Conjectures which I have 
hazarded, your Grace muit naturally be well 
acquainted, and muit certainly be a good Judge. 
And I do very willingly flake jny Reputation, 
for Veracity and Candour, on the Opinion which 
you may be pleafed to give o f them.

(2) I h a v e  not the Honour of being known to 
your Grace ; and I have taken every Precaution 
I  could think of, to prevent my being known to 
the Publick. For altho’ I have not advanced one 
F a ft, which is not o f publick Notoriety ; altho’ 
no private Character can be affefted by any T h ing 
I have related ; tho’ I am perfuaded no one Per- 
fon, mentioned in thefe Papers, will be offended 
at what I have faid o f him ; yet, as I have fpoken, 
and I could not help fpeaking, o f Faftion, with 
fome W arm th, I may pollibly have given Offence- 
to thofe, who have not been confiderab!,e 
enough to find a Place in this Hiftory ; to the 
lower T ools, who are generally more jealous 
o f  the Honour o f  their Matters, and o f the 
Reputation o f their Party, than they are o f  their 
ow n ; to M en, whofe Friendlhip is o f no Avail, 
and yet whofe Enmity is dangerous.

I MUST
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L i ) ~ y  F your G — will condefcer.d to perule the 
I following fheets, you will, p e r h a p s , be fur-

J L  prized, bur, I hope, not offended at my 
preem ption in dedicating them to you, with the 
facts, therein related. O f the conje&ures, which
I have hazarded, your G ------  muft naturally be
well acquainted; and you muft certainly be a 
good judge of what you are naturally well ac­
quainted of. And I do willingly ftake my repu­
tation for veracity and candour, on the opinion 
which you may be pleafed to give, o f the conjec­
tures which I have hazarded.

(2) Happy would it indeed be for your G ------ ,
if I had not the honour of being perfonally known 
to you ; but, for many prudential reafons, I have 
moft induftriouily concealed m y  being the author 
o f this piece -, and having never difcover’d  myfelf, 
even to your G — , as fuch, in any other manner, 
than by fending you ti copy, bound in Turkey-, 
■you may, with a good confcience, affirm, th<.vt 
you are as ignorant o f it as the reft, of the world -, 
for having advanced fundry fails, for which there 
is not the leaft ground, and, by that means, af­
fected many innocent characters, great offence 
will furely follow ; and as it was neceflary for me 
to fpeak o f Faction with fome warmth, to be fare, 
it will not be forgot, by your G — -, and my op­
ponents^ that a faction, and a low one too, is what 
we have chiefly to rely upon : And it may alfo be 
infinuated, that thofe opponents, whom I have 
dignified with the name o f a fa&ion, are, really, 
the ftreneth of the nation, and a fet of men, who

have



(3) I m u s t , therefore, be excufed, if I never own 
myfelf the Author o f this Hiftory ; if I fhould 
even (were there Occafion) deny that I know any 
Thing of it ; this, my Lord,' is the only Faifhood 
which I think I lhall ever be guilty of, but 
it is of that Kind o f Faifhood which the Cafuifts

. call officious, and which they tell us may fome- 
times be ufed, as when the Queftioner has no
Right to make tne Q ueftion,---------or when, by
declaring the Fa&, we endanger another Perfon’s 
much more one s own, Life or Reputation.

(4) I,therefore,-chufe to keep myfelf concealed 
rven from your Grace, it js not from D if­
fidence o f your Grace’s Honour or Humanity, 
nor from any Fear that your Grace might adt 
iiom  the Precedent of others, and give up the 
Book I fhould prefènt you with, as an uncon- 
troulable Evidence o f  my being its Author, 
fhould your Grace be foliated fo to do. So far 
am I from any fuch hear, that if  your Grace
reqiures it—  ----- if  you have anyCuriofity of feeing
the Author ot thofe Sheets, he will prefent a Copy 
o f  them in the Company and Prefence o f any 
Perion or Perions, whom your Grace is pleafed 
to honour with Admittance to your Prefence. But, 
befides the Reafon already mentioned, I would 
willingly avoid giving your Grace any Uneafi- 
neis, —any Occafion for your Enemies to fiig- 
geft, that you were o f a Party with the Author, 
in expofing their Mifcondudt and the low A rti­
fices of their Fadtion.
* * ' * ■' •

(5) I h o p e  your Grace will not be offended that 
I have fuppofed you have iome Enemies. 
T h e  beft o f M en cannot avoid having fome. 
T h e  Patriot will be hated by the Factious. 
T h e  M iniiter by the Rival o f his Power.

T h e
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have always been invariably attached to his Ma- 
jefty’s perfon and government, and have, for many 
years, conducted the bufmefs o f that, country, 
greatly to their own honour, with peace and con* 
tentment at home, and entirely to the latisfaition 
o f the adminiftration here.

(3) I muft, therefore, be excufed, if I never own 
myfelf the author of this hiftory, if I fhould even 
tell lies, and deny that I know any thing of it ; 
thefe kind of lies are allowed by all political cafu- 
ifts, when fpeaking the truth might fubjeót our 
perfons to a drubbing, or our reputation for 
courage, to an impeachment.

(4) Your G — acutenefs will eafily perceive,that 
m y thus concealing myfelf, is not from any diffi­
dence o f your honour, or humanity ; but from a 
manifeft intention to ferve you, by fafely throw­
ing, from behind a door, an heap o f dirt, at your 
enemies ; and if your G —  ihould hereafter be 
able to form a guefs, v/ho it is that has done you 
this notable piece of íervice, I flatter m yfelf that 
an application for a pauvre petite penfion, will not 
be unfavourably received.

(5) But pray, my L — ,.be not offended, that! 
here give it under my hand that you have enemies 
in Ireland. — Enemies to your perfon, it is on all 
hands agreed, you can have none ; and if  there 
fhould be too many to your government, who can 
be fo unreafonable, or io ignorant, to impute it to
any mifconduft o f your G ---- ? Is it in your
power to reduce your f—  s brow's about half an 
inch lower than nature has placed them ? or can 
you be always at his elbow to prevent him from 
raifing them an inch higher than that feme boun­
tiful nature intended ? —  W ould he believe you, 
ihould you affure him, as you might do with truth, 
that there is in poor Ireland almoft as high blood 
as his lordfhip’s ? — or, if  you fhould recommend 
it to him, either when he {peaks, or is fpoken to, 
to aft en minijire, rather than en maître9 would he

liften
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• T h e  Governor by thofe who are turned out of 
Place. Enemies you muft, my Lord,
have many, becaufe you don't deicrve to have 
one' But if  the W ord, Enemy, fhouid
found too haríh in your Grace’s Ears, yet muft 
you, my Lord, acknowledge, that, not all 
your Regard for the true Intereft of Ireland, not 
all the Impartiality of your Government, not 
y o u r  Moderation in.the Exercife o f your Power, 
could fecure you, nor can, indeed, fecure an 
Angel, from an Oppofition, which is always the 
more violent in Proportion as it is unjuft.

(6) H ow  unexpected was, * indeed, the laft
Oppofition in Ireland? Your Grace had been 
received, by all Degrees and Ranks o f M en, with 
all the Marks of Joy and Gratitude, which could 
be manifefted by Men, who had experienced the 
Goodnefs and Mildnefs o f your former Admini- 
ftration, and who had io long regretted your 
Abfence. W hatever your Grace propofed, 
was fuppofed to be for the Good o f Ireland. 
T h e  Jobs intended to be perpetrated in 
Electionsf were fet afxde. T h e  Defign o f bring­
ing in a Bill for the Regulation o f the Year; 
which wras, in iome Degree, aiferting the inde­
pendency of Ireland, was voluntarily dropp’d. 
T h e  immaterial Alteration made in the 
M oney Bills was connived at. T o  your 
G race’s Interpofition do the Citizens o f Dublin 
owe the Prefervation o f the Navigation o f their 
River. Until, when all Buiinefs feemed to
be o v e r,--------- wrhen, in the Apprehenfion o f
ibme, your Grace had gotten too much o f the 
Aifeitions of the People, eipecially of the Citizens 
o f Dublin, more than any o f your Predeceifors 
fince your lail Refidence amongft them, then 
Envy began to hifs, and M alice to ihew it’s

T eeth.



liiten to your a d vice?— Car» you reftrain the 
volatility o f his parts, or the pctulancy of his 
tongue ? —  In fine, can you furnifh him with 
thole t w o  qualifications, fo neceflary to one in his 
ltation, Prqdence dnd Discretion ? — Again, can 
you diveft your * * * * of his indelible Character,' 
or reconcile yourSubjedls to the tyranny o f a mean 
Eccleiiaitick, the ion of an obfcure nonjuring 
Banker ? —  Can you flop the mouths of men from 
reflecting on his deteilable \ices, or on his fuf- 
pe&ed principles? — or, to fum up all, will the 
high born, and not lefs high-lpirited, nobility, and 
proteftant gentry' o f that kingdom, always ready 
to draw their fwords for, and to devote their lives 
and fortunes to, the fervice of his majefty, and 
his illuftriOns family, tamely look on, while all 
employments, placçs, and preferments, civil, 
military, and ecclefiaftical, are diftributed among 
a let of minions or pathicks, or according to the 
wretched caprice o f two fuch pick’d and choierj 
miniilers of ftate ? —  Let not, therefore, the word 
Enemy found harfh in your grave ears ; for I 
doubt, my L — , not all that innate goodnefs and 
fweetnefs o f difpofition, which fo illuftrioully 
fhew’d itfelf, while you formerly filled that high 
ftation», not all your moderation, confummate 
prudence, and extreme caution, I had almoit 
faid timidity, will, as you are now befet, fecure 
you, or wou’d fecure an angel, from peevilh dif- 
putes and hoftile oppofition, which have always 
been, and ever will be, ftrong, in proportion to 
the provocation given.

(6) How unexpe&ed, indeed, was your difap- 
pointment in Ireland laft feilîon ? Y ourG —  had been 
received by all degrees and ranks o f men, with 
all the marks o f joy and gratitude, which cou’d 
be< manifefted by men who had experienced the 
goodnefs and mildnels of your former adminiftra- 
tion ; and w’ho had fo long regretted your abfence : 
No jobs, nor defigns o f dilagreeable changes,

B were
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Teeth. ■ ■■■——« Tfien was your Reputation for 
Power to fuffer, by fhewing to the Citizens, that 
you were not able to prevent the paffing the
Petition for the B rid ge.---------Then were all the
unpopular Adts pafs’d unanimouily, by them-
felves, laid to your Grace's Charge---------Then
was a Sacrifice to be made to their Refentment
-------- -T hen were florid Compliments to be
paid to a former Adminiftration, and Words 
weighed to make the cuftomary* AddreiTes at the 
End o f a Seffion of as little Compliment to your
Grace as poflible — ------Then  were all the Arts to
be ufed, to prevent the People from openly
declaring on the Side of their G overnor--------- Or
paying proper Marks o f refpeft to your Grace, 
and to Lord George, for your Grace’s Regard to 
the Citizens of Dublin, and for his Lordihip’s 
open Protection o f them.

(7) SycH
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were ílifpctted ; and fuch incidents in buiinefs, 
as had the leaft tendency to interrupt the quiet of 
the feflion, fuch as the ftile bill, or even an alter’d 
money bill, were connived at, and p&Cs'd fubjilentio : 
half the nobility and gentry o f the kingdom were 
refilled the convenience of a bridge over the L if- 
fey, and the queftion dropp’d, for fear o f offending 
'the’ city of Dublin, and of leflening that popularity 
which was thought fo neceffary to the grand mi- 
niiterial fcheme : grand, indeed ! for when, at 
length, it was look’d upon to be ripe for execu­
tion, it came out to import no lefs than a total 
change in .the adminiftration of the government 
of the kingdom. T h e  power o f the houfe oi 
commons had been found troublefome .and dan­
gerous, that of the fpeaker, exorbitant ; he was 
to be peered, and penfion’d ; and a rattle-headed, 
injignificant coxcómb to be put into his place. T h en  
was the plan formed for the council, forfooth, 
compofed o f an Englifb a*** b***, qualified as 
aforefaid, and a fupercilious boy, intoxicated with 
pride, and giddy with power, to govern two m il­
lions o f people without controul -, and the parlia­
ment, a la mode de Pans, to be called only to re- 
giiler their wife edicts. Then, indeed, did envy 
begin to liifs, that is, the juft indignation of 
people, o f all ranks, began to rile ; then was that 
oppofition formed, which the whole power o f your 
court, with all the favours it could beftow, or 
promife, or all the menaces it could vainly utter, 
was not able to withstand. —  T hen the ileady, 
untainted virtue o f the fpeaker, which had diftin- 
guifhed him through a long courfe of hnfinefs and 
o f years, was univerfally acknowledged and ap­
pealed to.— T h en , to open your G — ’s eyes, was a 
facrifice made, and a mcrciful one too, to the 
refentment of an injured and a pillaged people. 
T h en  were the unpopular, not to iay offenfive, 
behaviour, and arbitrary defigns, o f your two 
minifters, expofed to the world, by that feafon-

B z  able



( 7 )  S u c h  Arts might fucceed in Affemblie's, 
v,-ho we may fuppofe to be under Direction —  It! 
Aflemblies, where, from meer Length of Tim e, 
Faction muft have found Opportunity to low it’s
Tares, or to ftrengthen itfe lf----- 1 In Aifem-
blies, where private Gratitude for a Permiffion 
to enjoy their own Right, or a Licence to poffefs 
the Rights of others, may unite the Members 
more intimately to one Man, than their Duty 
and Obligation can bind them to the Publick. 
But cannot ever prevail amongit an unbiafs’d
------ adjudging------- a free People; and the
extraordinary------ the unprecedented Manner, in
which the lHree-Citizens o f Dublin welcomed and 
took Leave o f your Grace, will be an ever- 
tefting Teftim ony, that your former, as well as 
your lafc, Adminiftration, in Ireland, was truly 
popular.

($) I t  is not, I hope, diikgreeable to. your 
Grace, that I fhculd mention your Grace’s Popu­
larity in Ireland ; your Grace cannot be fuppofed to 
be infenfible to thatPleafure, which arifes in a bene­
volent Bofom, at the Returns o f Gratitude from 
an obliged and refpeóted People. T ru e it is, 
my Lord, ttiat tms Love for a People may iome- 

t? cd may be put on to ferve the 
bale Ends o f Faction or ~ Corruption. But
where no fiich End appears, -------when Princes
and Governors, who propofe nothing but the 
Good o f the People, will condeicend to become 
popular, they can have no other View, no other 
M otive, but the gratifying their' own natural 
Sentiment o f A ffedion to the People, and their 
as natural Joy o f meeting with grateful Returns. 
I f  fuch a Defire o f Popularity does not con- 
ftitute M erit, I do not know in what M erit 
conflits. And it this Delire of. being cfteemed

and
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able addrefs to his majefty, which L*** G **s, left 
it fliould be fuggefted that he was one of the per- 
fons pointed at, with more prudence than ipirit, 
thought proper to fécond. —  Then juft acknow­
ledgments were made to a former governor, of 
whom the nation had no reaion to complain. — • 
And then, in the laft addrefs to your G — , com­
pliments to your f***, 1. e. your adminiftration, 
were forborn, becaufe they were not indged to 
be due to him.

(7) Such will ever be the conduit in popular af- 
femblies, which are not under an undue direction 
and influence -, -— of aifemblies compofed of pc-r- 
fons of the higheft rank, family, fortune, and 
underftanding, and therefore incapable of-being 
biaífed by private intereft, impofed on by fmiles, 
or frighten’d by haughtinefs, or infolence ; —  of 
aifemblies, endued with a ipirit, equally difpofed 
to gratitude, for favours received ; and torefent- 
ment for injuries offered. —  And permit me to 
fay, my L — , that there can’t be a ftronger proof 
o f  the difference between your former and pre- 
fent adminiftration, than the honourable and joy­
ful reception you met with at your laft arrival in 
Dublin, and the extraordinary coolnefs of the 
commons, at their taking leave o f you. —  Not to 
mention the unprecedented manner, in which 
faint compliments were fôll'icited, and extorted 
from the citizens of Dublin, in order to keep up 
the miferable appearance o f popularity.

(8) It is not, 1 hope, difagreeable to your G — ■ 
that I fhould mention your G —  popularity in Ire­
land ; you cannot be infenfible to that pleafure 
which popularity adminifters to an ambitious 
mind, with an obliged and refpefted people. —  
T ru e  it is, my L — , that this love for a people 
m ay, iometimeis, .be, nay, frequently, has been 
feigned —  may be put on to ferve the bafe ends 
o f  fa&ion and corruption. ■—  I am far from im­
puting tliefe to your G — -, but where no fuch

end
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and beloved does not imply a Regard to the 
People, I do not know how it is poffible for a 
Governor to fhew it.

(9) O r  this Regard for the People, I have the 
flrongefl Reafon to believe your Grace has given 
the -moil unexceptionable Proofs. Not only in 
the open Countenance and Encouragement you 
have publickly given to Citizens, who, under a 
former Adminiftration, were injuriouily treated v 
but in the uninterrupted Permiilîon they, under 
your Graces have enjoyed, o f prolecuting their 
Right, without any Apprehenfion that their Per- 
ieverance, in the peaceful and legal Manner in 
which they have hitherto proceeded, will becon- 
ftrued into Obftinacy, or their Difcontent at the 
Infringement on their Liberties by inferior M a- 
siftrates, will be miftaken for a Difaffeilion to
D  7

the Government.

(10) Y o-ur Grace has done for them what their 
mroft fanguine Hopes could have made them 
wiih. for. T h e  Law s are now open for their 
Redrefs, and if they fhould not fucceed there, if, 
by any o f the Quirks and Turns o f the Law , a 
Rem edy ihould not be found, in the regular 
Manner, your Grace is, no Doubt, difpofed to 
procure them what of Redrefs, it is in the 
Power o f the Crown or Legiflature *9 afford 
than.

E 14 ]
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end appears ; when governors, who propofe no­
thing but the good of the people, condeleend to 
become popular, they can have no other view, 
no other motive, but the gratifying their own na­
tural fentiments, by the joy which fuch popula­
rity affords them. —  If fuch a'defire of popularity 
does not conftitute merit, I lhould be glad to 
know wherein merit conûfts *.

(9) O f this great regard for the people, of this 
unbounded defire of popularity, I have the 
flrongeft reaion to believe your G —  has given the 
moil unexceptionable proofs ; not only in the open 
countenance and encouragement you have given 
to me in particular, who, in a former adminiftra­
tion, was moll injurioufly treated ; but alio by 
your publickly encouraging the citizens o f Dublin 
to profecute their rights at law, however detri­
mental fuch profecutions were thought to be to 
the peace and quiet o f the city, or however fri­
volous their complaints had been deemed by the 
inferior magiftrates, viz. the ableil judges upon 
the bench.

(10) Your G —  has done more for them than 
their m oil fanguine hopes could have flattered 
them with ; you have obliged the judges again to 
receive their long rejected, and what had bèen 
long adjudged frivolous, complaints : But give 
me leave to fay, that more than this is hoped for 
from you ; the law, we know, is point blank 
againfl them ; to crown your popularity, and to 
teilify your unalterable love to the citizens, you 
m uil take meafures to have the laws altered in 
their favour ; this they are perfwaded you are well 
difpofed to do ; this they think you will do.

( x i )  Bat
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(11)  B u t  there ib one Grievance, in which the 
prefent Laws and Conllitution o f  their Country 
cannot relieve them. I mean the Grievance o f 
being reprefented in Parliament, by one, they 
have, not chofen ; by one, v/ho is io far from being 
entrufted by them with the Care o f their Rights 
and Liberties, that he is one o f thofe, againit 
whom they feek Redrefs, as one of the Invaders 
and Ufurpers o f thofe Rights, which they are 
delirous by all legal Methods to reclaim. How 
this has come to pafs, is the Subjeit of the fol­
lowing Sheets, which, if I miftake not, if  your 
Grace has all that Regard for -the Happinefs of 
the People o f Ireland, which all your Aftions 
proclaim you to be aftedted with, you will perufe 
with Attention.

(12)  B u t  your Grace, I am fure, will not flop 
here. How much ioever the Intercft and Advan­
tage o f the Citizens of Dublin may claim your 
Regard, you will not be lefs aifeded with the 
Misfortunes o f the reft o f the,People of Ireland. 
A ll do not labour, like the former, under the 
Misfortune of having Reprefentatives in Parlia­
ment chofen for them ; but all o f them labour 
under the Misfortune o f being fubjecT: to the 
longeil Parliament that ever fubiifted, in that or 
any other Country. I fpeak o f Subje&ion, and 
o f Misfortiinev Yes, my Lord, when M en are 
in Power for iuch a long T im e, they infenfibly 
forget to whom they are indebted for it. T h e y  
are apt to exert it to the Opprefiion, rather 
than to the Protection, o f thofe, who have en- 
trufted them with it. T h is has been the Com ­
plaint o f all Ages, and o f all People ; this it 
was, which gave Occafion to our Laws, for limit­
ing Parliaments ; and for my Part, m y Lord, I

have
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( i i )  But there is one grievance, from which 

the prefent laws and conftitution of their country 
cannot, I fear, relieve them ; I mean the grie­
vance o f being represented in parliament by fir 
C —  B — , inftead of being reprefented by mr. 
L — 5 who is able to ferve them much better, (at 
leaft in my opinion) and is, indeed, pining for a 
feat there, and who, to qualify himfelf the better 
to difplay his eloquence, in that auguft aifembly, 
is a weekly haranguer at the Baker’s Club. Now, 
tho’ I cannot expeft that your G —  fhou’d exert 
your power to turn fir C— , who is fo firmly at­
tached to your party, out of the houfe of com­
mons, on his account -, yet as the whole defign 
o f  the following fheets is to convince you that he 
has no right to lit there, pray, my L — , read them 
with attention ; and not only fo, but be convinced 
by the arguments which they offer ; otherwife 
I (hall be apt to fufpeft, that all the regard for 
the happinefs of the people o f Ireland, which you 
profefs, is mere pretence and affe&ation.

(i 2) But the change o f  the law, the turning fir 
C—  B —  out of parliament, and what is ftill more, 
your G — ’s taking the pains to read and under- 
ftand this book, which has coil me fo much labour 
in writing, and money in printing, is not all, with 
oreat fubmiffion, which your good friends, the 
citizens o f Dublin, expert from your hand.— T h ey  
therefore, by me, beg leave to put you in mind, 
that the very parliament of Ireland is grown the 
worfe for the wearing, i f  it is not really Superan­
nuated ; in fhort, my L — , it has lived longer 
than I chufe it fhould, and therefore I expert that, 
to oblige me and fome other of your friends, you 
will put it to death ; all human things are fubjert 
to decay. Y es, my L — , when men are in power 
for any confiderable time, they infenfibly forget 
to whom they are indebted for it ; they are apt to 
exert it to the oppreflion, rather than to the pro-

C  tertion,
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have not remarked any .fuch Difference between 
the Tem per and Difpofition c f the People of 
Ireland, and thofe of our own People, as to per­
ceive the Reafon, why what has been thought 
falutary to us, lhould not be equally fo to 
them.

(13) If our Laws for Septennial Parliaments be 
then falutary, am I not warranted to call a Pri­
vation o f fuch a Law , a Misfortune to the Peo­
ple o f Ireland? W hether or no the Government 
may find it’s Account in the Continuation o f 
fuch a Parliament, I fhali not take upon me to 
decide. But, i f l  have conjeihired right, it muft 
be againft the Intereft o f any Government, to 
rule by a Fa&ion, rather than by the moil 
popular Meafures. T o  rule by a Faction, is a Com- 
promife, it is fharing Government, with thofe 
who have no R ight to it ; whereas to rule by the 
People, is L aw , is Authority. But leaving thoie 
M atters to Perfons, who are the beit and moft 
proper Judges o f  them, I muft return to the 
People, to whom the Continuance of a long Par­
liament, tho’ fuppofed never fo wife, or lb loyal, 
is and muit always be a Misfortune ; were it 
no more, than that it is a Veil between the King 
and the People ; a Veil which prevents any Inter- 
courfe or Communication.

(14) I*
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te&ion, of thofe who have entrufted them : This 
has been the complaint o f all ages, and o f all 
people ; I beg your G — ’s pardon, I would by no 
means be thought, by any thing I have faid, to 
infinuate that you have abufed your power, or 
to wifh that you fhould be deprived of the L —  o f 
/— ; what I am fpeaking of, is the parliament ; 
and this it was which gave occafion for our laws 
here to limit their duration; and permit me to 
fay, that what is fauce for a goofe, —  you know 
the proverb.— If, therefore, feptennial parlia­
ments are falutary here, why fhoùld they not be 
thought fo in I— d ?  For my own part, my L — ,
I neither know'nor care, whether the governrhent 
may find its account in the continuance of it, I am 
perfwaded it is’ wrong to fuffer it tp continue, and 
therefore I expedt you will have it diil’olved.

(13) Permit me, my L — , to hazard one conjec­
ture more, to which I beg your G —  may give 
your whole attention : It is, and ever muft be, dia­
metrically oppofite to the intereft o f any govern­
ment, or governor, to rule by a faction, rather 
than by the m oil popular meafures ; to rule by a 
faction, is a miferable compromife -, it is fharing 
government with thofe who have no Right to it ; 
whereas, to rule by a fair and unbiaffed majority 
in parliament, is law, is authority : In the former 
cafe, wretches muft be corrupted, to do, what 
they ought not ; in the latter, virtue will infalli­
bly prevail upon them to do what they ought. 
But leaving thefe matters to your G — ’s profound 
confideration, who muft, ’ere this, be experi­
mentally feniible o f the truth o f them, I muft 
return to the people, to whom the continuance of 
a long parliament, tho’ never fo wife, fo virtuous, 
and fo loyal, is, and always muft be, a misfor­
tune, were it no more, than that it is a veil be­
tween the king and the people, a veil which pre­
vents any intercourfe or communication. _

C 2 (14) For
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(i4) I f  a Parliament is fuppofed, in their 
AddreiTes and Laws, to fpeak the Senfe of their 
Conftituents, it is becaufe they are fuppofed to 
know them ; it is becaufe they are fnppofed to have 
had the fame Sentiments with the People, or at 
leaft to have profeffed the fame, at a late Elec­
tion. But when the Reprefentatives have out­
lived (as many of the Irijh Reprefentatives have) 
the whole Body of their Eleftors, in fome Places, 
and in m oil o f them, the Majority, how can 
their Addreffes be conftrued to reprefent the true 
M eaning o f the prefent People ? Or, indeed, how 
can they themfelves be faid to reprefent the Peo­
ple, who were, perhaps, unborn, or, at leaft, 
had no R ight or Share in the Ele&ion, by which 
they obtained their Seats ?

(15) I h o p e ,



(14) For if  a parliament is fuppofed in their 
addrefies and laws to fpeak the fen le of their con- 
ftituents, it is, becaufe they are fuppofed to know 
them ; it is, becaufe they are fuppofed to have 
had the fame fentiments with the people, or, at 
leait, to have profefs’d the fame, at a late elec­
tion ; for I muft obferve to your G — , that it is 
only at ele&ions, that we can poflibly learn the 
fentiments o f our conftituents : Now, if any 
peitilential diilemper fhould fuddenly carry off 
thofe who elected me, how can my addreiies be 
conftrued to reprefent the true meaning o f  the 
prefent people ; it may, indeed, reprefent the 
true meaning of the dead ; but I believe your 
G —  will eafily admit, that no perfon is fent to 
parliament to reprefent the dead. T h is muft 
furely be acknowledged to be a very great grie­
vance ; and, I confefs, a grievance not eafily to 
be remedied ; and yet, if your G —  will permit 
m e to hazard one other conje&ure, I think I can 
folve the difficulty, and, I flatter myfelr, to the 
fatisfaftion o f every commoner in Britain and 
Ireland -, my fcheme is this, that upon the death 
o f  any freeholder, or burgefs, the reprefentative 
{hall be fent back to his county or borough, to 
itand a new ele&ion ; or, if that fhould be 
thought liable to objection, why fhould not the 
member himfelf be put to death, when he hath 
outlived all, or the majority of, his conftituents ; 
for he may be fuppofed, in that cafe, to be fuper- 
annuated, as well as the parliament.

[ 21 ]
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(i 5) I h o p e , my Lord, that what I here fay, can­
not be mifconftrued into any Refle&ion on, or- 
any Difrefpeft to, any of the worthy Gentlemen, 
who now compofe the Reprefentative Body of the 
People of Ireland ; I declare I have no fuch 
Thoughts ; on the contrary, I am fully perfuaded 
that moil o f them would regain their Seats, were 
there a Diffolution ; I am perfuaded the Majority 
o f them would be glad of an Opportunity o f try­
ing the Favour o f their Ele&ors ; I am perfuaded 
fome of them are impatient of fhewing to the 
W orld, and of being fatisfied themfe.lves, that 
they are m oil popular in their refpeftive Coun­
tries. T h is I am certain of, that the People are 
defirous o f fhewing their Refpeft and Gratitude 
to thofe, who have ufed their Power, as not abu- 
fing it ; o f giving unequivocal Proofs o f their 
Zeal and Affedtion to his M ajefly, by the Choice 
o f fuch Reprefentatiy.es, as were m oil dutiful and 
affectionate to him. And T am as certain, that 
the Bufinefs of Government would be better car­
ried on, by M en, who come free and uninflu­
enced, and who owe their Seats to new M arks of 
Affeótion from the People, than it can be, by 
M en, who have no other T y e  with their fuppofed 
Conilituents, than what they have, one with ano­
ther, as being Fellow Subje&s* and Fellow Pro- 
teftants.

I  am, with the great eft Refpeft^

M y  L o r d ,

Tour mojl humble

And obedient Servant9

A, B r i t o n .
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(15) I hope, my L — , that what I here fay 
cannot be mifconftrued into any reflection on, or 
any difrefpedt to, any of the worthy gentlemen 
who now compofe the reprefentative body of the 
people of Ireland ; I declare I have no fuch 
thoughts ; on the contrary, I am fully perfwaded 
that there are very few among them, who would 
not regain their feats upon a new election : I have 
very great doubts, upon fécond thoughts, whe­
ther a diifolution could anfwer any other purpofe, 
except putting the gentlemen to very great ex­
pence, and making the people idle, who are, 
already, but too much inclined to be fo ; and I 
may farther venture to affure your G — , that that 
country never had, nor ever can have, a repre- 
ièntative o f greater loyalty, honour, and integrity, 
than the prefent ; fuch a reprefentative will ever 
deferve, and, therefore, may be always fure to 
have, the protection o f our moil gracious ibve- 
reign, whofe glory, and whofe delight, it hath 
ever been to r e ig n  o v e r  a happy and free people, 
and whofe favour, I truil, they will never forfeit, 
though it fhould pleafe God, in mercy to the 
people o f thefe kingdoms, and indulgence o f  
their ardent wifhes and earneft prayers, to conti­
nue his majefty’s life for many, many years yet 
to come.

[ 23 ]
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