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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

T h  E Author is well afiured that the rapid

fale o f  the firft edition o f  this pamphlet has been 

occafioned by  the importance of the fubjeit,  and 

not, in any degree, by  the value of  the perform

ance.— An intention to do good was received by an 

indulgent public as a fpecies o f  merit ; and a full 

and avowed ftatement o f  fa d s  claimed and receiv

ed the general attention.

T he  author has thought it his duty to render 

this edition much lefs incorrect than the former, 

which, having been publifhed haftily, was necef- 

farily fubjeft to many typographical errors ; fome 

additions he has alfo made in different parts, as the 

fubjedt feemed to require them.

H a v i n g ,



A D  V E R T I S E M E . N T .

H a v i n g , in the firit edition, very flightly 

touched on the agifhnent-tithe, he underilands 

that fome o f  his readers have expreiTed a wifh that 

he had been more explicit and ciFcumftantial on

that fubjedt ; he has therefore added an Appendix, 

which contains his thoughts on the nature o f  that*
r  * 4  r  r  * • r, é • .

ipecies o f  tithes, and a brief account o f  fome trans

actions relative to it in one o f  our Houfes o f  Par

liament in 1 735, by which the property o f  the 

eitabliihed clergy has, from that period to the pre- 

fent day, been very materially affecfted.

H e  thinks it unneceifary for him to offer his 

fhare o fapp lau feto  the ufeful, able and well di

gested publications o f  the Lord Biihop of Cloyne 

and Theophilus on rhis fubjecft, as they have al

ready been hônoured with the moil unequivocal 

proofs c f  general approbation.*

;
C G N S I-



C O N S I D E R A T I O N S ,  @c.

I N  a free ftate every citizen is individually con

cerned in the fate o f  the whole, and, in feaions of  

public danger, is not only permitted, but actually 

called upon, to exert his beft endeavours for the ge

neral good o f  that fociety o f  which he is a member. 

It is the peculiar glory o f  the Britifh conftitution, 

wherefoever planted, that each fubjeft is highly 

interefted in the fupport of  thofe laws under which 

he lives happily, and by which his life, his li- 

berty, and his property are protected in a manner 

unknown to the citizens o f  other nations.— — Thus 

iharing a large portion o f  the general happinefs, he 

is bound to give his perfonal afliftance to fecure the 

permanency o f  that political conftitution by which 

that happinefs has been promoted, and, as a  foi- 

dier, as a ftatefman, as a legiflator, as. a public

A  officer
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officer, or as a private citizen, he ihcjuld exert his 
bed endeavours for that purpofe. No private man 

is fo fecure in his fortunes or eftabliihment, as not 

to be within the vortex of general calamity, nor is 

he in the fituation defcribed by the poet,

“  S u a v e ,  m arl m a g n o  turbantibus aequora ve n tis ,

«  E  terra m a gn u m  alterius fp e & a re  laborem — ”

as, in fadt be does not view the fhipwreck from 

a lofty cliff, himfelf fafe from the ejfefts of the florm, 

but is actually involved in the danger, and a mariner 

on board the unfortunate veffel which is threatened 

with immediate deftrudtion.

1o ?noi£rtl n : n  , - t  4 ' o

A-ftflfe of this-duty has induced the writer of  
thefc lines to take up the‘pen on the prefent occa- 

fion ; he h as n o  private concern to engage or bias 

bis judgment, no refentmeilts to be - gratified, no 

partialities to be indulged y the motives which urge 

him-to engage in the prefent difpute he fhares with 

every good citizen, a zealous anxiety for the fettled 
eftabliihments of-his native country, and a defire 
to  contribute his mite to the fupport of that civil 

and ecclefiaftical conftitution under which he lives, 

and which it is not his wifh. to furvive, He hopes 
to receive from his fellow-fubjedts that candid at

tention which is due to every man who offers his

fentiments:either to the ^public, or in more private
fociety,



( 3 )

fbciety, without petulance or frowardnefs; who 

wiihes to reafon, and not to calumniate; whofe 

aim is conviótion, and not reproach ; and who will, 

at all times, be ready to retraót any errorrs he may 

have fallen into, and to thank thofe who may cor-» 

reft for the fake o f  truth, and.without afperity or 

reproach. f

T h e  difturbances which now more immediately af- 

feft the province o f Munfter, but threaten, in their 

confeqiiencesy to involve the whole kingdom, are, in 

fome points, fimilar to thofe which difgraced this 

kingdom in the years 1762 and 1 7 6 3 :  the prefent 

outrages are however more alarming in their na

ture, more extenfive in their objedts and confe-

• quences, planned and conducted with «'more art, 

and, in appearance, fupported by men of fome 

intrigue, knowledge, education -and influence; 

thus fituated, they claim a much greater degree o f  

attention than did the comparatively weak efforts 

of the mifguided and un fupported populace o f  the 

period already mentioned; thofe difturbances were 

directed merely to obtain a correction of  fome 

alleged local grievances as to tithes and commons 

in the counties of  Kilkenny and Tipperary  ; but, 

as armed mobs are ufually fanguinary, in the pro- 

fecution o f  the intended reformation, many robbe

ries and murders were committed, and among
A  2 others



others, an a£tive and able magiftrate was Sacrificed 

to the brutal violence of thofe midnight ruffians, 

Then men of property took the alarm ; the magis

trates united themfelves in the execution of the 

laws, Government co-operated, and in a ihort 

tim e, peace was reftored through the whole coun
try

Let us now confider the Situation of the whole 

province of Munfter qt this day, and compare it 

with that of the counties of Kilkenny and T ip p e

rary in its ivorjl period. Through the courfe of the 

laft two years, that entire province is in a ftate of  

the greateft anarchy and confufion ; the laws are 

violated openly in many inftances; armed bodies 

o f  men patrole the country in the dead hours of 

night, and mark their progrefs with terror and 

danger to the peaceable and the unoffending ;

*  a refpe&able clergyman has been feized, and 

even wounded, in his bed, treated with the moft 

Îhocking barbarity, and his family abufed and ter

rified. Other clergymen have been threatened 

with the lofs of property, and even of life, forced 

from their livings and habitations, and obliged to 

take refuge in garrifoned towns to protect them

felves and their families from further evils.------

* M r . R y a n ,  Rettor o f  Kilvemnon.— See his c a fe ,  more at 

large in the Appendix,
One

( 4 )
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One clergyman * has been attacked by a defperate 

mob, in the open day, while in the peaceable ex- 

ercife of  his legal right, viewing the tithes o f  his 

parifh, faved from their hands almoft by miracle, 

though feverely wounded and maimed ; the fame 

clergyman was again in open day, and on a public 

road, way-lay’d and fired at by aflaflins, part of the 

fame body, and again providentially efcaped fjom 

their malice and revenge— Houfes burnt, corn in 

flames, honeft and unoffending men buried alive, 

and fome o f  our unfufpedting and unguarded fel- 

low-fubje&s dragged from their beds and butchered 

jn cool blood, complete the horrid pi&ure.

»—  ■ ■" ** P u d e t h æ c  o p p ro b ria  n o b is

4< E t  d ic i  d o tu if le ,  e t  n o n  p o tu i f le ,  r e f e l l i .— — 11

I wiih m od fincerely that this were an exagge- 

rated defcription o f  the late and prefent fituation 

o f  many, and even of mod parts of Munfter, even 

fo far only as the perfons and properties o f  the 

eftabliihed clergy, their farmers and prodtors, are 

concerned. Let us now fee whether they alone are 

the objett o f  the prefent infurredlion, and whe

ther the removal o f  a fingle grievance be the only 

purpofe of thefe armed reformers.

•  M r. H are, Vicar-general o f  Cafhel.

It



It is in proof in the hands of government, and 

of many magiftrates, that many notices have been 

affixed to the doors of Roman Catholic chapels and 

other public places, by thofe defperate men, de

clarative of  their fixed purpofe to raife the rates 

of labour, to confine the labour o f  the peafan- 

try to their own refpe&ive parifhes, to prefcribe 

bounds to the hearth-money and other taxes, to 

determine and limit the rent, value, and mode of 

taking lands, in fhort to level all thofe diftindions 

which have ever been eftablifhed in all ftates, and 

by a fort of Agrarian law, to reduce the nobility 

o f  the land, the ecclefiaflical eftablifhment, the 

opulent reprefentatives of  the property of this 

kingdom in its parliament, and every other pro

prietor of land and poffeiTorJ of perfonal wealth, to 

a degrading fubjedlion to the will of the lowefl 

order of the ftate, the mere popiih peafantry of 

this country. This is the fond hope of the deluded 

and ignorant multitude? but it is to be prefumed 

that thofe who pull the wires, and govern the pup

pets, have other fchemes in view, and that it is 

not their wiih to annihilate property, and for ever 

to deftroy all diftin&ions in fociety ; they, or at 

leaft fome o f them, would be lofers by this outrage
ous and exceffive reformation ; they believe that 

they have it in their power to fay to this threaten

ing ocean, “  Thus far fhalt thou go, and no far

ther i”

( 6 )
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ther and to diredl its progrefs and extent by 

their own intereft and difcretion ; thus tbeir hope 

feems to be to weaken at firft, and at length to de- 

itroy feveral of  the moil ancient and ufeful efta- 

bliihments o f  this kingdom ; to excite a combina

tion among the occupiers, and even fome proprie

tors o f  land, grounded on a fpecious appearance 

o f  their own individual intereft, againit the legal 

and long fettled rights o f  the eftablifhed clergy ; 

and thus by degrees, to bring on the religion itfelf 

that odium which they have artfully endeavoured 

to fix on its teachers. W hen the feveral orders o f  

the people are once rendered inattentive to the 

perfonal rights o f  their clergy, they fink into indif

ference as to the forms and even principles o f  their 

religion, and leave the door open to every change 

which an artful, well combined, and numerous 

band o f  enemies may be induced to make in the 

ecclefiaftical fyftem o f  the kingdom— And who is 

there fo ignorant as not to know that the political 

conilitution o f  a country has an intimate connec

tion with its national church ? T h a t  the manners, 

morals, habits and opinions of  the people are 

framed and moulded by the nature o f  their creeds, 

and the purity or corruption o f  their religious doc

trines and forms o f  worihip ? And who can doubt 

that, by this natural and almoit indifloluble con

n exion , the greateft: good, or the greateft evil has

been



been produced in civil fociety? Thtrs, when the 

abufes of the church of Rome were difcovered and 

fuccefsfully oppofed. and the bright (tar of the re

formation fhone forth to illuminate the northern 

regions of Europe, civil liberty was, in many 

places, the natural attendant on ecclefiafticaî im

provement ; then, the brave inhabitants of the now 

united Netherlands, having felt the horrid oppref- 

fion of the inquifition, rofe as one man, and fuc

cefsfully vindicated their civil and religious liber

ties ; then the political conftitution of England 

was ftrengthened and improved, and a body of 

wife and virtuous men appeared, who, willing to 

deftroy the numerous corruptions of the court and 

church of  Rome, reformed thofe abufes, and re- 

ilored the church to its real and primitive dignity 

and virtue; whatever feemed hurtful, 01 even 

ufelefs, to the church, or dangerous to the ftate, in 

ecclefiafticaî do&rines, claims or forms, was abo- 

liihed ; a fufficient portion of the external fplen- 

dour and dignity of the church was maintained, as 

originally and intimately connedted with the nature 

of man, with the ancient Chriftian worihip when 

firft fupported by the fecular power, and as pecu

liarly united and interwoven with the general frame, 

and all the component parts of a free and limitted 

monarchy. I will not readily believe that any one 

of my countrymen, of the prefent eftabliihed re
ligion,

( 8 )



Tigion, and who is honeftly and confcientioufly 

well affefted to the civil and religious rights o f  this 

kingdom, will think him felf  at liberty to confent 

to any alteration in the prefent fyftem, which has 

a direft, or may have even a circuitous tendency 

to weaken and confequently to deftroy thofe eila- 

blifhments which formed a part o f  the early C h ris

tian conflitutions, were approved and continued 

at the reformation, fuccefllvely 'flrengthened by 

•every acceflion o f  civil liberty, and confirmed by  

the glorious revolution ; or that he will, by  ac- 

.quiefcing in any innovation 011 the perfonal rights 

and properties o f  the eitabliflied clergy, encourage 

.the ^lmoft immediate annihilation o f  that religion 

o f  which they are the profeilors and teachers, and 

confequently introduce in its place the Romiih 

church, which to fpeak in the mildeft language 

even o f  modern toleration, is not entirely favour

able to liberty o f  confcicnce, or to the perfona! 

freedom and civil rights o f  mankind.

Nor will 1 fuppofe that wife and virtuous men, 

forewarned o f  the danger, will in their legiflative 

capacities, without the moil cogent reafons, enter 

upon the arduous and dangerous taik o f  changing 

old and well eftablifhed habits, praftiçes and pro

perties, antecedent in thefe kingdoms to the pre- 

fen t civil conftitution thereof, and confirmed in

( 9 )



every period o f  their progrefs from barbarifm to 

refinement ; much lefs will I believe that fuch an 

attempt will be made while an armed and dange

rous peafantry, under the guidance; of artful and 

feditious leaders, aôlually allume to themfelves 

the power o f  di&ating the terms o f  fuch alterati

ons, controul the executive and legiflative orders 

o f  the ftate, and affedl, by a treafonable defiance 

o f  all laws, to overturn the civil government o f  
this country.

But, laying afide, for a moment, thofe great con- 

fiderations o f  the dignity o f  the ilate, o f  the dan

ger o f  great innovations at any time and in any 

country, and particularly at this time and in this 

country ; o f  the fhameful derelidtion of all lawful 

authority and government, in liflening to terms 

didated by armed and profligate mifcreants, and o f  

the dreadful example it holds forth to future infur- 

gents, thus incited to build the moil alarming 

claims on the encouraged and fuccefsful practice 

ot their predeceffors in iniquity, let us coolly and 

diipaflionately confider the naked and fimple fadl, 

whether any real grievance does exift, proceeding 

irom the nature o f  tithes, or from the conducfl of  

the eftablifhed clergy, their farmers or agents, 

which may feem to require any great and fub- 

ftantial alteration, fo as to change the nature of

the

( 10 )
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the property allotted by  the civil powers o f  the 

ftate for the fupport o f  the eftabliihed clergy.

A s  to tithes, and the laws by  which they 

have been eftablifhed and regulated, I hold them, 

in general, to have been admirably well contrived 

for the maintenance o f  the clergy, and for the eafe 

o f  the fubjeit by whom they are to be paid.— Bv 

this mode o f  fubfiftence, the property o f  the c ler

gyman rifes and falls with that of  his parifhioners, 

and bears, as is moft equitable, a fair proportion to 

the progrefs or declenfion o f  the country ; in a bad 

feafon the farmer, fuifering under the affliftion o f  

fcanty crops, is not burdened with the payment 

o f  a fixed, regular, annual fum as his quota to the 

clergyman, but is called upon, at his own option; 

either to pay a fum Of money efleemed to be a mo

derate compenfation for the tenth part o f  fuch fcan

ty  crop, or to fet out to the clergyman, his affignee 

or agent, his legal tenth part o f  the crop; beyond 

w'hich no avarice o f  the clergyman, no manage

ment o f  his farmers or proftors, can ever fwell the 

amount o f  fuch tithe— So that, in plentiful year?, 

the farmer, enjoying the advantage o f  abundance in 

his nine parts, may, without repining, fet out the 

other tenth part to his paflor, unlefs he fhould prefer 

the alternative o f  purchafingit at the moderate efti- 

mated value; and, in a year o f  fcarcity, he pays in a

B z fair



fair proportion to the nature of  his own diminiflieà 

profits.— 1  hus is the clergyman’s private intereil in

timately conneded with that of-each o f  his pa- 

riihoners ; thus is he perfonaily concerned in pro

moting among them habits of fobriety, induitry 

and Ikill ; thus is his fpiritual connexion with them 

ftrengthened by the additional incitements o f  tem

poral advantage ; refidence becomes his intereft, 

as it is his duty ; and an ufeful interchange of 

friendly and neighbourly offices formsa fixed habit 

o f  mutual kindnefs and affedion.

Suppofe that land were originally affigned to the 

clergyman for his maintenance, what would long 

fince have been the natural conftquence ? either 

that the clergyman, for the purpofe o f  attaining a 

decent and honourable fupport, muil be a daily and 

hourly drudge on his own farm, mull give up that 

attention which he ihould pay to the various duties 

o f  his iacred funcHon, and become immerfed in 

all the fordid and illiberal purfuits o f  vulgar life, 

or he muil fee his farm uncultivated, his crops 

infufficient to fupport his family, his children un

educated, himfelf reduced by poverty to mean and 

difgraceful purfuits, and, poffibly, his perfon and 

profeffion fallen into contempt among all orders o f  
his parifhioners and neighbours.

Was



Was it at any time, or is it now, the policy o f  ou f  

laws or the fpirit o f  our confiitution, that our 

eftablifhed ciergy fhould dedicate their whole time 

to farming, as a mean9 o f  fubfiflence, and thereby 

negleft all their facred and legal duties, or that, in 

adherence to thofe duties, they fhould negleél their 

temporal concerns, and thus diminifh the national 

produft, deftroy the provifion let apart for their 

families, and for the maintenance o f  that decent 

and temperate hofpitality, without which they muft 

fink into negleft and fcorn ?

But it may be faid that the clergy may manage 

their lands b y  the hands o f  bailiffs and fervants, 

as the nobility and gentry o f  the laity often do.

T h e  nobility and gentry may afford to lofe mo

ney by farming, and yet not be ruined, as muff be 

the cafe o f  the clergy, whofe whole depend

ence, in nineteen cafes out of twenty, muft arifc 

from that portion o f  land appointed for their main

tenance ;— farming requires the eye  and the hand 

o f  the mailer more than any other employment ; 

the profits of  it arife generally from an attention 

to many difficult practices, and the regular repe

tition o f  various operations in a great diverfity o f  

combinations ; for thefe, the knowledge, the zeal,
and

( 13 )
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and the diligence o f  him who is to reap the pro

fits, are abfolutely neceffary; neither the ability, 

alertnefs or integrity o f  fervants can be relied on 

■when profit is the objedt in farming, and, in alrnoft 

all cafes, a gentleman s farming is confidered as at. 

leaft unproductive, always highly expenfive, and

often totally ruinous---- —Some men there have

been, frill are, and I hope always'will  be, who 

employ the powers afforded them by fortune and 

the leifure o f  honourable retirement, in rural im

provements on a large fcale, and by their exam

ple, excite a fpirit of  induiTry among their neigh

bours and tenants* often greatly advantageous to’ 

their own eftates, and always highly beneficial to 

the country ; but this purpofe may be effected, 

though the individual nobleman or gentleman may 

adually  lofe on a fair flatement o f  profit and Iofs 

o f  thofe fpecial improvements— he may gain by the 

confequences but the clegyman who lofes by his 

farming operations, can look to no remote efïèdis 

for compenfation ; his proceedings may involve 

him in immediate ruin, nor can it afford him any 

advantage of confolation, as to mere worldly inte- 

reft, that the whole country round him may have 

adopted his well grounded though unfucefsful 

theory, and happily joined to it a more fldJful or 
more attentive praftice.

Thus



( )

Thus different as the cafes o f  the lay-gentleman 

and clergyman are in point o f  aftual fanning, lei 

us lee whether they can be put on an equal, or 

nearly equal, footing, as to receiving the profits o f  

their lands, through the medium o f  others, I mean 

through that o f  farmers, by a refervation o f  rents 

in money, on leafes, as is the long-fettled cuilom 

o f  this kingdom.

T h e  layman often has his eilate in his power, ' 

and, in fuch cafes, may make leafes for the longed 

terms, take fines, and, in confequence o f  fuch 

power o f  making long leafes, may obtain imme

diate high rents, ufually above the prefent value, 

as the tenant is allured that, in progrefs o f  time, 

the land, by his money and induilry, will rift- 

above the burthen o f  the rents, and produce a foil

ing and honourable fupport for his fam ily:  T h u s  

is formed that middle race o f  men from which the 

bar, the pulpit, and the public offices are fupplied 

with their moil diilinguithed ornaments ; from this 

order the army and navy ufually receive their o f 

ficers.------ T h is  clafs (the gentlemen farmers o f

tiiis country and o f  England) and the fubilantial 

yeomanry, conftitute the pride and fecurity o f  ■ 

every  free ilate not abfolutely commercial, and 

ihefe ranks form thefirmeil barrier againil the ufur-

pations



pations of tyranny in the governors, and o f  licen* 

tious anarchy among the governed.

Not placed in thofe high fituations which in

duce men to ailume illegal authority, or to aflift 

thofe who grafp at deipotifm, thofe who compofe 

thefe uieful orders have no temptations to deftroy 

the liberty o f  their fellow-fubjefts, and to plunge 

an the lame gulph their own freedom and inde

pendence— Yet, fituated far above the m afsof  the 

people, enjoying a fair proportion o f  fufficiently 

durable property, and, as freeholders, formm- the 

broad bafe o f  our happy conftiiution, they have a 

fiifficient ftake in the geueral intereft to urge them 

to repreis violence armed againft law, and to pre

vent the deftrucHon o f  that civil ftate o f  fociety 

under which they have procured, and by which 

•.hey flill maintain, their property and independ* 
ence.

Ir the clergy had originally received the tenth 

or any other given part o f  the lands o f  this king

dom, that portion would not, on a iingle acre o f  

it, fee fettled one of this moil ufeful race o f  men, 

nor any farmer whofe induftry and ftock could af- 

tord him a reafonable hope o f  improving his for

aine by the cultivation o f  the foil, which can alone

take

( i 6 )



take place when the tenures are certain, and of a 

Sufficiently long duration.

But, it m ay be faid, the landed eftates o f  Ire

land are moftly bound by fettlements, and the leafes 

thereon confequently reflrained as to duration, yet 

rich farmers live on them, and, at coniiderable e x 

pence, often make great and lafting improvements.

1 his I freely admit to have fometimes happen

ed, but it fhould be confidered that thofe fettle

ments, almoft always, leave the poffeflbr o f  the 

e f la te a  power o f  leafing for three lives or thirty 

one years ; that the farmer, taking a leafe for 

lives (as was always the cafe among Proteftant far

mers, and as is now the general ufage fince the late 

relaxation o f  the Popery laws) chufes them among 

the healthieft o f  his own children, or thofe o f  his 

neighbours, and that, in fuch cafe, the leafe may 

reafonably be expefted to continue for more than 

forty yeats, and fometimes for fifty, fixty, or even 

feventy ; that no family fettlement cah bind the 

children o f  the intended marriage fo as to make 

them tenants for life ; that, as tenants in tail, thev 

muft at fome future period, have the power o f  

opening the eftate, o f  letting new leafes, or renew

ing the fo im er;  and that this forms a confiant 

fource of hope acid encouragement in the mind o f



the farmer, who proceeds with vigour in the im

provement o f  his ground, partly incited by the 

flrong probability o f  the long duration o f  his fub- 

iiiling leafe for three lives, and in part by the rea- 

fonable prefumption of obtaining a renewal— this 

prefumption is built on many circumftances in the 

character or fituation o f  his young and future land

lords ; on the honour o f  fome, if he fhould be found 

an honeft and improving tenant ; the inattention o f  

others ; the wants and neceffiries o f  almoft all—  

Whatfoever be the motive or caufe o f  this hope, 

the effect is flill the fame ; the land is improved ; 

the tenant or the landlord, and often both, receive 

the benefit ; and the nation at large partakes o f  the 
advantage.

What powder o f  leafing can be given to a cler

gyman, to whom land is afligned for his fubfift- 

ence, which lhall not prove highly injurious to 

the kirlgdom in general, or hurtful to the interefts 

o f  the fucceiïors, and confequently to the eilablifh- 

ed church ?

A  power of  leafing during the incumbency has been 

mentioned by an able and well-meaning writer on 

this fubject, who writes under the fignature of 

Theophius, as the leaft exceptionable which could 

be devifed, tho’ by no means approved or recom

mended
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mended by him ; hut furely fuch a leafe is as none, 

and affords no poffible incitement to improvement ; 

a clergyman often gets his parifh at an advanced 

age, and, in fuch cafe only, does he remain fixed, 

with any moral certainty, to the end o f  his days.

------ Suppofe then that his incumbency and his life

could be confidered as o f  equal duration, what far

mer would lay out money in lafting and expenfive 

improvements on a leafe hanging by fo brittle a 

thread ? but, no clergyman, young or old, is fixed 

to his pariih ; the duration o f  his incumbency is 

moft uncertain ; the power o f  his patron, his own 

merit, his virtues or his vices, and the various oc

currences o f  life, may remove him on the flighted 

notice. W here then is the tenure o f  his farmer, on 

which it is fuppofed he ihould lay out his time, 

his labour, and his money ? Or who is there in 

his fenfes, who would confider the duration o f  fuch 

a leafe as equal to one for five years certain ?

Ler us next confider whether 2 power o f  leafing 

for twenty one years, which has alfo been iuggeft- 

ed, will reconcile the intereft o f  the farmer and 

the public with fhat o f  the church on this occafion.

A  leafe for that term, to induce the farmer to lay 

out money in improvements for his own and the 

national benefit, muft, from the nature o f  the ef- 

tate o f  the lelfor, hold out to the lefTee a moral
c  ^^ -  - cer-



ccrtainty o f  regular renewal by the fame incumbent 

and his fucceffors, or no improvement can be ex

pected to follow, for the reafons already aiTigned 

as to other cafes of  ihort or very uncertain tenure : 

-— if, by the wants or avarice o f  the renewing lef- 

ior, fines fhould be taken, and the renewal execut

ed at the fame rent or one very little advanced, 

(which muft be moil frequently the cafe, and 

which no human prudence can effectually prevent) 

then the interell: of  the fucceflor during the next 

twenty-one years muft be very materially affeded, 

and, in the progrefs of time, perhaps in the fuc- 

ceffion of three or four incumbencies, the rents 

referved will be found fo inadequate to the real 

value o f  the land, the general rife in price o f  all 

commodities, and the comparative diminition o f  

the value of money, that the revenues of  the clergy 

will be found utterly inefficient for their mere 

fupport, and much lefs equal to their fair and ho

norable maintenance.

I f  coercive claufes fhould be contrived to vacate 

leales made by incumbents at a rent under the im

proved value, or on which fines ihall be taken, 

let thofe converfant in the proceedings o f  courts of 

law judge how difficult, nay how impoflible, it will 

be to induce juries of laymen, who muft be the 

foie judges o f  thoie fads, to break fuch leafes

merely
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merely becaufe they have been made againft thç 

letter or fpirit o f  fuch claufes as I have mentioned : 

A t  nrefent, in cafes between layman and layman, 

and where there is no profeifional or party preju

dice, when family feulements made on the moil 

valuable confiderations limit the power ot leafing 

in a fimilar manner, the illegal and unjuft execu

tion o f  thofe powers mud be proved by the cleareil 

and fulleft evidence, and almofl: without a contra

c t i o n  from the oppofite party, otherwife the 

leafes will be confirmed by the verdidt of a ju ry  ; 

fuch is the general prejudice againft all retraining 

covenants o f  this nature.
V

It has been alfo mentioned by  the fame writer, 

Theophilus, that improvements may be made 

without any leafe, and the example o f  England 

been incited in fu p p o rto f  this pofition. Let us con- 

fider how this can be applied to the cafe o f  the 

clergy.

In England it has been ufual for the heads o f  great 

families to continue from time to time the occu

pants of  the farms on their eftates, and their pofle- 

rity, in pofleffion, with little or no rife o f  rent, and 

frequently without any leafe whatfoever. T h is  

was a noble and magnificent conduil, grounded on 

the princely ideas o f  the old feudal fyfiem, and
' v î*  * r  ̂ • h ‘ *

on
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un the clofe and honorable connexion between 

landlord and tenant. T h e  pride, the honor, the 

dignity and the juftice of the great families were con

cerned in the maintenance o f  this fyflem, and while 

the Engliih Baron lived in the iplendour o f  rural 

magnificence, and his blazing hall was crouded by 

a grateful tenantry, his wants were generally fup- 

plied from his own eftates ; his paffion for foreign 

luxuries and vices did not render it neceffary for 

him to devife fchemes for racking his tenantry or 

railing his lands to an artificial value ; the tenant 

whom he daily faw he loved, and, in him, he lov

ed his pofterity ; when the capital and the court 

drew the noble from his caftle, his thirft for gam

ing, and his various otljer infatiable, artificial 

wants produced in his mind a negleft of  that te

nantry whom he no longer knew ; he confidered 

his eftate as his wares and merchandize, and, with 

flie fpirit o f  a pedlar, retailed them to the higheft 

bidder; this is, not unfrequently, the cafe at pre- 

fent in England, but almoft univerfally fo in Ire

land, even among the mod noble and diilinguiihed 

families. But what family pride, what thirft for 

fplendid and honorable popularity, what ancient 

connection of landlord and tenant can induce a fuc- 

ceiiion of neceilitous incumbents to continue the 

pofterity o f  a farmer in the occupancy o f  his 

ground, from age to age, without leafe, when a

much
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much higher rent m ay be gained b y  letting it in 

the ufual method ? W il l  a feries o f  red ors  or v i

cars be found fo romantically generous as to a i t  in 

this manner, or fo opulent as to bear the lofs w ith 

out utter ruin ?— Or will a fucceifion o f  farmers be 

found fo vifionary as to lay  out time, money, and 

labour in improvements, in the fond hope o f  en joy

ing fuch a lafting, though unwritten tenure, as is 

poifeffed b y  the tenants o f  the M a n n e r s , the 

C a v e n d i s h e s ,  t h e P E R c y s ,  and the H o w a r d s .

Speculative men have, in writing or c o n v e n 

tion, propofed other plans for the maintenance o f  

the  eftabliihed clergy ; o f  that publifhed in a pam- 

ph.et under thefignature o f  a bcnejiced clergyman it is 

not neceilary to take notice, as it has been fo c o m 

pletely  anfwered and refuted b y  T h e o p h i l u s .

Some have expreiTed a wiih that the provifion

for the c .ergy  fhould be afcertained in money, from

time to time, by commiiiioners, then prefented b y

giund juries, and applotted and levied as countv

charges and prefentments are at prefent in this 
kingdom.

A r e  w e then fo little acquainted with the nature 

o f  interefted commiifioners, o f  jobbing grand j u 

ries, o f  venal spplotters, o f  exacting high and 

petty conflables, and o f  the various evils~ which

fpread
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fprèad through the whole fyftem o f  grand-jury Ie- 

giflatures, and electioneering finance, as to truft 

the property and interefts o f  our clergy, and con- 

fequeritly o f  our religion, in fuch hands ?— Do we 

fo little know that, among the real grievances of 

the diftreifed peafantry o f  this country, the fhame- 

ful and prodigal grants o f  their money by the ru

ral Thanes of  their counties to thofe moil abandon

ed mifcreants, the profeifed road-makers, bridge- 

makersj and affidavit-men; is one of  the moil cry

ing and moil notorious ? That the modes o f  ap- 

plotment often add to the original burthen ; that 

the exadions o f  the conftablfes, under the pretence 

o f  a delay o f  payment, are moil cruel and oppref- 

five ; that the difputes among the numerous cottier 

jointenants o f  the fouthern and weftèrn parts o f  

this kingdom, for the apportionment o f  thofè 

county charges, are now exceedingly frequent, 

and occafion much animofity and litigation ; that 

with the addition o f  this new burthen, thofe incon- 

veniencies would be more widely fpread and multi

plied, and that a mode of colledling money from 

theoccupants o f  the foil, now defervedly unpopular 

and hateful, would, in fuch cafe, become tenfold 

more grievous and detefted ? Or, with a eonvidHon 

that this is the true flate of  the cafe, fhall we adopt 

ii mode highly ruinous to the clergy, whom we ef-

teem,
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feem, or affedl to efteem, and who certainly de!- 

fcrve our eileem, and at the fame time burden- 

fome and odious to that body o f  the people whom 

we either wifh or affefl to relieve from their pre

fent difficulties ? It were an ill compliment to the 

hearts or the heads o f  m y  readers to enlarge fur

ther on this abfurd and mifchievous projecfh

Some have mentioned a rate o f  two (hillings in 

the pound on the rents, or fome other fixed rate 

per acre on the value, o f  the lands o f  this king

dom, after a certain deduction for bogs, rivers, 

mountains, & c .— T h e  uncertainty, inequality and 

injuflice o f  this fort o f  commutation muit be ob

vious— as to rents, they vary exceedingly, and 

feldom are in accord with the real value o f  the 

land ; on feveral old leafes not one fifth o f  the 

real prefent value is referved, on fome not one fe- 

venth, eighth, or even tenth; two (hillings in the 

pound on fuch trifling rents, as the clergyman’s 

part would, reduce his portion to the feventieth, 

eightieth, or even one hundredth part o f  the real 

value on new leafes, fines may be taken, and the 

rents lowered, or by collufion it may be rendered 

almoft impoffible to afcertain the real rents:— ■ 

as to a fixed rate on the value o f  the land, 

nothing can be more arbitrary or unequal ; lands 

rjfe or fall from various caufes, fuch as good

or
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or bad huibandry, the demands of foreign and do- 

meftic markets, the breaking up for tillage or laying 

down to pafture, and an endleis combination of 

other circumftances :— In the fame county, barony, 

pariih, eitate, nay in the fame farm, the foil is o f  very 

different value ; to impofe an equal rate on every acre 
in a province, county, &c. would be unequal and un- 

j u ft ; to apportion the rates fairly and according to the 

relative values, would be a work o f  the higheft difficul

ty, amounting nearly to a phyfical impoffibility, and 

the attempt would open a thoufand avenues to fraud, 

partialities and corruptions of every kind ; no man 

would be content with the burden which fhould be 

laid on his own property ; and more confufion, 

diitrefs, and difcontent would enfue than the inno

vators themfelves have ever ventured to impute to 

the prefent fyftem.

I f  then an original fettlement o f  land, or of 

fpecific fums o f  money, or o f  money to be annu

ally, or at other ftated times, levied and applotted, 

or o f  a fixed rate per pound on the rents, or, per 

acrc, on the value o f  the lands, would have been 

inadequate, impolitic, burdenfome and unjufl 

modes of eftablifhiug a provifion for the clergy of 

the church of Ireland, how much more abfurd in

the conception, and difficult in the execution muft
thefe



thefe or any iimilar fchemes, be at this day> when 

the modes of maintenance o f  the clergy are ground

ed on the ancient laws o f  the land, fanftified bv 

renewals o f  the legiflature in fucceffive ages, fuffi- 

ciently clear in themfelves, but rendered almoft 

indifputable by repeated decifions, and o f  the 

lead poffible vexation to the people ; when a length 

o f  time has wrought them into the very body o f  the 

religion itfelf, from which they cannot be feparated 

without the mod violent convulfion ; when all the 

lands in the kingdom are, and have long fince been 

grànted and occupied, frequently bought and fold 

fubjedt to the known incumbrance o f  tythes, 

bound by various obligations o f  debts and feule

ments, and cannot be devefted from their prefent 

poiTelTors for any purpofe o f  commutation without 

the greateft degree o f  individual and national in

convenience ; when the eftabiifhed church, already 

comparatively weak in numbers, i f  weakened in 

its influence and property, mult yield to its natural 

and profefied enemies ; when any great alteration 

in the fituation o f  the teachers of a religion is known 

to lead naturally to an equal change in the rank 

or influence o f  the religion itfelf-, and that it is 

clearly known and acknowledged that every ma

terial change in the national religion produces 

highly ufeful, or highly dangerous, variations, in 

tiie civil and political ftate o f  every country.

D  g W h ea

( 27 )



VV hen a!! thefe points occur to the obfervation of 

every reflecting, cool and unprejudiced good citi

zen, will he not fet his face againit any attempted 

dangerous innovations, and fay to the infolent, 

infidious or unthinking propofcrs, as did the ba

rons o f  old, - %

N o lu m u s leges H iberniæ  mutari ?”

But it may be faid by fome that though the na

ture o f  the provifion for the clergy may not be 

changed, and that tithes lhould be continued, yet, 

fuch is the feverity of the laws now fubfi fling for 

their colleiHon, and fo great the exactions o f  the 

clergy, their farmers and prodfors, that thole 

laws muff; be totally changed, and the conduit o f  

the clergy moil feverely cenfured and reprehended. 

— Let us examine briefly the law and the practice 

o f  tithes as now fubfifling generally through the 

kingdom, and particularly through Munfter, for, 

as to little local abufes which creep into all human 

inflitutions, no law can guard againil them all in

dividually by adlual provifions.

T h e  general law o f  tithes, coeval here with the 

full eftablifhment o f  Chriftianity, in this kingdom, 

and, in England, little poilerior to its fettlement 

in that country, ordains that the tenth part o f  the 

fruit or lawful increafe o f  the earth, o f  beafts, or

of
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o f  men’s labours be given to the minifters of the 

gofpel in recompence for their attending their of

fices. And this law is no\v the law ot the land, 

extending through the whole kingdom, unlefs 

where old and undifpmed local cufloms, ancient 

comportions called Modufes, and particular e x 

emptions derived from original grants or tenures 

from the crown or o f  iom eoid  abbey and church- 

tands, may form fome fpecial exceptions.

T h is  univerfal law o f  the primitive Chriftian 

church, now part o f  the common law o f  the land, 

has been acknowledged, confirmed and guarded 

by feveral ails o f  parliament. T h e  writer ot thefe 

confiderations, much as he refpedls the clergy and 

the eftablifhed religion, will look for no more fa- 

cred origin for their rights and privileges in this 

kingdom than the known laws o f  the ftate ; it is 

not now necciTary to debate whether tiihes were 

originally o f  divine inftitution, and, as fuch, were 

early ingrafted into the fyftem o f  the Chriftian 

church, and consequently adopted by the feveraj 

nations of  Europe as they were fucceflively en

lightened by the rays o f  the gofpel ; it is fufficient, 

for the purpofes o f  fair argument and difcuifion, 

that they are founded on the laws o f  the land, 

and intimately connected with various parts o f  our

civil
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civil polity and temporal eftablifhments ;— they 

have, by the laws enacted in the reign o f  Henry 

VIII.  formed a very confiderable part o f  the pro

perty o f  feveral lay families , above one-third o f  

the tithes o f  the kingdom is impropriate, andcon- 

fequently not in poíTefíion o f  the clergy ; this con- 

fiderable portion o f  tithes has been frequently 

fold, incumbered, fettled, anl,  in every other re- 

fpect, treated as land or any other temporal pro

perty ; it is recoverable (as tithes are in their na

ture) by ejectment and other civil actions, and is, 

at this inilant, in fuch various fituations, portions, 

efiates and limitations in the refpective families to 

which it belongs, as not to admit o f  any alteration 

without the utmoft general confufion, nor to be

come, in any degree, an object for commutation or 

compenfation.

Hen. Th e laws enacted here from time to time on this
1  f g f  •

,e2 fubject, o f  which fome are cited in the margin,

jeo- fhow the moft fcrupulous attention in the legifla-

Seo.5 ture to confirm the rights o f  the clergy to facili-

c' 21, tate the means o f  recovering their juft dues, and,

in the cafe o f  litigation, to procure juftice for the

party injured in the fhorteft poflible time, and with

the leait poflible expence.------The occupant o f

the land, w'ho, in almoft all tithe caufes, is

ne-



neceflarily the impugnant or defendant, has the 

benefit o f  the oath o f  the promovent or plaintiff, 

whether he be the clergyman, his farmer or proc

tor ; and the ecclefiaftical court is, by the exprefs 

words o f  the ftatute, coriftituted a court o f  equity 

for that purpofe, and for the benefit o f  the de

fendant. B y  thofe laws the proceedings are ren

dered fummary, the delays and forms ufual in all 

other courts are cut off', and the judges are e x 

prefly direded “  to receive fuch proofs as ihall be 

“  offered, and finally to hear and determine fuch 

“  caufes in the moil fummary manner, without 

“  any regard to the formality o f  proceedings, 

** and regarding only the juftice o f  the cafe.”  

And all this without the exa&ion o f  the flighteft 

fee on any pretence whatfoever, and with a limi

tation o f  cofts to the fum o f  one pound fix fhii- 

lings and eight pence.

In England, from whence we happily derive 

our prefent civil and ecclefiaftical conftitution, va

rious afts have been made for this purpofe; among 

thefe ftatutes thofe o f  the 2d and 3d Edward V I.  

cap. 13. and 7th and 8th W m . III. cap. 6. are, I 

think, the moft extenfive and effe&ual, pointing 

out clear and expeditious methods o f  enabling the 

clergy to colletft their acknowledged rights, and

guarding
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guarding the property o f  the church by the itrong 

arm o f  the civil power.

What then has the conduit o f  the clergy o f  the 

church o f  Ireland been in relation to their allotted 

maintenance, which fhould induce the legiflature 

to alter its nature, to diminiih its produit, to pre

vent its future increafe, and confequently reftrain 

the extenfion o f  the do&rine and difcipline o f  the 

eftablifhed church, to caufe the moil grievous ap- 

prehenfions to the friends o f  the prefent civil and 
ecclefiafticaî conftitution, and to incite and ani

mate the dangerous hopes and pernicious zeal o f  

its now armed and moil determined enemies ?

Th e  clergy of Ireland, juftified by law in de

manding and taking the tenth o f  all predial and 

mixed produits o f  the earth and of  cattle, and o f  

the clear profits o f  ali trades and induilry, have, 

in all parts o f  the kingdom, either declin’d to de

mand, or been unjuftly deprived o f  the tithes of 

a great number o f  thofe articles to which they are 

by law entitled ; perfonal tithes, one great com

ponent part of the revenues o f  the ancient Chriilian 

clergy, are now, in pradtice, unknown in Ire

land by the moderation of the prefent clergy ; 

many products of the earth and o f  animals, tithe- 

able in their own nature of common right, and

tithe-
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titheable by the modern daily practice o f  England, 

are never demanded, either in kind or by com- 

pofition, in Ireland ; an Engliih tithii.g-table con

tains alrnoft every article o f  the longeft feedAhan’s 

catalogue, and many p ro d u is  o f  an animal na

ture ; it includes every thing which grows in fields 

or in gardens, even green-houfe plants and pine

apples'; woods under twenty years growth, and 

even antierit woods, i f  o f  a fpecies not ufually de

nominated timber, 'honey, fifh, rabbits, eggs, fruits, 

beans, peas, mills, orchárdá, and numerous other 

articles, are daily tithed iii kind through all Eng

land ; agiflment o f  cattle forms a great part o f  the 

Englifh clergyman’s income ; here thofe feveral 

articles, and many more, afe abfolutely unproduc

tive to the Irifil clergyman, and, o f  the benefit o f  

the agiftment-tithe he has for a long time been 

moft impolitically deprived in the moil extraordi

nary and linconftitutional manner. *

T h u s  reilraihed by their unexampled modera

tion, to a legal demand o f  one-t^nth o f  corn, po

tatoes, flax and meadow, the Proteftant clergyman 

is fettled in the remote parts o f  Munfter or C o n 

naught, among people who, in général, hate him

*  V i d .  S o m e  o b servation s on  a g iftm e n t tithe  in th e  A p p e n  

d i x ,  N o .  3 .'



for his religious profeffion, and from whom he can 

e x p e d  little favour at any time, and fometimes not 

Common juflice; in fuch a iituation the clergyman, 

ufually unconnected and unfupported in the coun

try, unprovided with fervants, utenfils o f  hus

bandry, barns or other conveniences, can never 

be fuppofed willing to draw his tithe in kind, and 

inuit therefore fet it at a moderate value, and 

ufually to the occupant o f  the foil, who, from 

cont,igujty and various other cireumftances, can 

become the purchafer at” the greateft poifible ad

vantage. At the regular feafon the tithes o f  the 

pariffc are, farm by farm, and each fpecies o f  crop 

by itfelf, viewed and valued by two intelligent 

perfons,. and, alinoft always, very confiderably 

under the value; the preference o f  the tithe o f  

each farm is offered to the occupant — If, from an- 

idea o f  its being eftimated too high, from having 

already a redundancy of 'the feveral fpecies o f  

crops, or from any other motive, the occupant 

fhould not be inclined to become the purchafer, 

then it is commonly bought by fome tradefmanof 

the neighbouring villages, or by fome little farmer 

or cottager, whofe own crops happen not to be fuf- 

ficient for the annual maintenance of his family, 

and the occupant o f  the farm fuffers no wrong in 

any cafe, as, by no poifibility, can more than the 

tenth o f  his crop be removed from the ground.

T he
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T h e  clergyman, his farmer, or agent, ufually 

lies at the mercy o f  the occupant, who, by giving 

the legal notices o f  fetting out his tithe at times 

which he knows mult be inconvenient to the per- 

fon entitled to draw it, can always command the 

market on his own terms ; and thus he commonly 

purchafes his tithe by the acre or in grofs, at 

twelve months credit, and on his fingle note, at a 

rate feldom exceeding the one-half, often not 

amounting to the one-fourth or one-eighth o f  the 

real value.

T h is  will appear from the following calculation, 

which I have procured from thofe whofe expe

rience, intelligence, and integrity render them 

the beft and the moil impartial judges o f  this part 

o f  the fubjed.

The
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in fome parts o f  Munfter, particularly in the 

county o f  Cork, the White-boys, by notices ported

oil their chapel doors, and regularly lerved on the 

houfes of the clergy, afcertained the limits which 

they were determined not to exceed for their 

tithes— T h e y  varied in different parts ot the coun-
/ I

try, but the following were nearly the average 

rates per acre, plantation meal'ure :

Potatoes, W h eat, Barley, O ats, M eadow , F h x .
4s. 3 5 .6d. 33. ; s. 6d. o o

Thus, thofe impartial legiflators have by  their 

armed authority reduced, in feveral places, the 

price o f  tithes to a mere nothing as to certain pro

duces, and, as to others, to the one-fourth, one- 

fixth, and even the one-ninth o f  their real value, 

and fome timid or diftreffed clergymen were in 

duced by the threats o f  thofe furious and merci- 

lefs men, by the perfuaiions o f  falfe friends, or 

by their own poverty, and the prefllng demands o f  

large families, to accede to thefe moil unjuft pro

portions— how ever, in many o f  the pariihes where 

thofe accommodations had taken place, the con- 

fcientious C a p t a i n  R i g h t  and his honeft mvr-, I J

midons have broken through their agreements, 

iorced the tithe notes frc m the d e r ç y  or their

ageuts, and now retain the whole tenth, without

any intention of offering the ilighteft retribution 

to the legal proprietors.

( 37 )
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’I he enemies o f  the prefent ecclefiaftical fyitem 

have, with equal induitry and malignity, fifhed 

for information o f  the feverity or feeimg exadli- 

ons o f  individual clergymen through every corner 

ot the kingdom ; through the indifhintft murmurs 

o f  many unfpecified charges, I have not been abl« 

to hear of more than one precife accufation at

tempted to be brought home. T h e  conduit o f  a 

clergyman is moil grievoufly cenfured, who, as is 

alledged, forced from one o f  his pariihioners, by 

iraud and litigation, a large fum, at the rate o f  32s. 

per acre for the tithe o f  potatoes, being four, five 

or fix times more than the current rate o f  the 

country.— T h e  cafe I allude to, I ihall Hate fully 

and fairly, from the moil authentic information, 

and ihall mention the names o f  the parties, as a 

proof that I think myfelf perfectly well grounded 

in my aliénions, and do not dread contradiction.

1 he Rev. Mr. Hare, vicar-general of the diocefe 

pi Cafhel, at the regular time in autumn, 1780, got 

ihe crops o f  his parifh o f  Ballyfheehane viewed and 

valued by two fufficient perfons; this is the fettled 

and neceilary praitice, as, in the cafe o f  fubtradli- 

''ii o f  tithes, there is no pofïibilitv o f  recovering 

the value but by the evidence o f  two competent 

witnefies, who have carefully valued the crops

while

( 38 )



while growing and nearly advanced to maturity; 

thole eftimators judged that the f irm  o f  Garrane, 

occupied by Mrs. Strang, would produce fuch a 

number o f  barrels o f  potatoes, barley and oats, 

and tuns o f  hay, that Mr. Hare’s moiety o f  the 

tithe, eftimated at the then low rates of that 

neighbourhood, would Amount 1033!. is .  4d. W hen 

their report was prefented to Mr. Hare, he in per- 

fon, went to the houle.o f  Mrs. Strang, to offer her 

the tithe at any valuation ihe herfelf ihould be 

willing to put on it, though it were even fo low 

as the one-third o f  the eftimated value ; Mrs. 

Strang not being at home, her agent told Mr. Hare 

that no compolition would be made with him, and 

that he abfolutely jkouldget nothing for his tithes, un- 

lefs he immediately made Mrs. Strang a leafe of  

the tithes— Ou Mr. Hare’s refufal to make fuch 

îeafe, the whole tithes o f  this farm o f  Garrane 

were then fubfirafted, and Mr. Hare, finding it 

unpoflible to obtain his right without recurring to 

law, libelled for the value o f  his tithes in the fpin- 

tual court, though not till the fucceeding fpring, as 

he wifhed to give Mrs. Strang the fulleft paffibJe 

time to offer and make compenfation for the tithes 

fo fu bit railed : — Copies o f  Mr. Hare’s petition, 

containing the nature and amount o f  his feveral 

charges, were regularly fcrved on Mrs. Strang, at

leaft

( 39 )



leaft thirty days before the appointed day o f  trial, 

as the law direds ; the caufe was not heard till the' 

ninth o f  July, when, though Mrs. Strang employed 

a prodor to défend the fuit, áo evidence was given 

on her part that fhehad, by herfelf or by any other 

perfon, made any propofal for a compOfition for 

her tithe, nor was any feflimony offered on her 

part to rebut the evidence of  value'and' fubftradi- 

6n given on the part o f  Mr. Hare.'

Clear proof having been made: of the value'of thé 

fubflraded tithes, by the oaths o f  the two view

ers and eflimators, the eccleiiaftical judge, in the 

prefence o f  Mrs. Strang’s prodor (who attended 

alfoatthe examination of the witnefTes) gave judg

ment for Mr. Hate, to recover from Mrs. Strang 

the fu m o f  33!..is. 4d. being the fworn value o f  

the tithe fubftraded ; this the law abfolutely di- 

reds him to do; there was no contrariety o f  evi

dence as to the fads, as there certainly would have 

been had Mrs. Strang’s prodor been able to deny 

the allegations o f  Mr. Hare ; the judge was, o f  

courfe, bound to take “  pro confeffo et conceffo,” 
the only proof which was laid before him.

An appeal was then lodged, and, the due time 

for proceeding on fuch appeal having elapfed,

without

( 4° )



without any fîeps having been taken therein, the 

decree o f  the fpiritual court was o f  courfe valid, 

and a motion iflued accordingly for 331. js. 4d . 
the fum decreed.

Mr. Hare, fupported by this fentence o f  the 

law, and having it in his power to recover and le

vy  the full amount o f  the decree in his favour, 

evinced his moderation in the cleareft manner by 

accepting the fum o f  ic i .  iniiead o f  33L is. 4d. 

the fum decreed ; with which inftance of  his difin- 

iereftednefs, and his general good conduit through 

the whole proceedings, Mrs. Strang expreffed her 

entire iatisfacfHon, though many attempts were 

made by the enemies of Mr. Hare, to mifreprefent 

the cafe, and to blacken his character in the moil, 
fliameful and malicious manner*

1 his will clearly appear by laying before the 

public Mrs. Strang’s (late o f  this bufinefs, as it ap

pears in her own words, in the following a t t e n 
tion: .

M A N Y  falfe and injurious reports having 

been mofl induftrioufly propagated, relative to 

ct the demands made on me by the reverend Mr, 

Hare, in the year 17°°» for tithe, to remove the 

effefts o f  fuch malevolent mifreprefentations, Í

F  0 think

( 4* )



“  think it but juit to declare that the reverend Mr. 

“  Hare offered to let me have my tithes for any 

,f thing I pleafed to give him for them, but, by 

“  the improper conduit o f  my agent, who declar- 

“  ed (without any directions from me] that unlefs 

f‘  Mr. Hare gave a leafe, he fhould get nothing, 

“  Mr. Hare fued me for the full calue. And after 

“  he had obtained a decree againil me, he relin- 

“  quifhed all advantage from it, and let me have

for xol. tithes which he had proved in court to 

“  be worth 33I.

“  Mr. Hare receives only half the tithes in the 

“  eaflern divifion o f  the parifh o f  Ballyfheehan, 

“  and my tenants acknowledge themfelves well 

f‘ pleafed with his charges.

“  I make and fubfcribe this declaration in vindir 

“  cation o f  Mr. Hare’s chara&er.

“ M A R Y  S T R A  KG.”

■‘ OEiober, 1786.

I have made enquiries not only into the nature 

o f  this particular cafe, but alfo as to the general 

character o f  the parties, and have every reafon to 

be aifured that Mrs. Strang manages a very exten- 

llve property with the greateft fkill, prudence, and

pro-
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propriety, and with the bed poiTible private cha

racter, though, in this bufinefs, mifled by the mif- 

management or miftake o f  her agent ; and that Mr. 

Hare has been long remarkable for his learning, 

hofpitality, charity, and other valuable qualities ; 

that he has fome enemies, whom he has made fuch 

by  an open freedom o f  fpeech and atflion in de

fence o f  the legal, civil, and religious eftablilh- 

ments o f  his country, and that his *  property has 

frequently fuffered, and even his life been more 

than once endangered, in confequence o f  his manly 

and vigorous exertions to reftore peace and order 

to that part o f  the country in which he refides. 

M ay I r e l a n d  fee many fuch citizens arife in the 

active defence o f  her laws and conftitution !

So little then is there the appearance o f  a real 

grievance fuffered by the peafantry o f  this country 

from the clergy, that on the fulleft proof, it can 

be demonftrated that ccclefiaftical dues o f  every 

kind are much more moderately levied here than in 

the fijier kingdom, where, neverthelefs, that fpecies 

o f  property is as eafily maintained and received as 

rents or any other income whatfoever ; and that 

the clergy o f  this kingdom or their reprefentatives

* Yid. the circumftances here hinted ar,- more fully dated in 
the appendix,

F 2  feldorf*
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feldom receive more than one-third of their legal 

property, and fometimes not one-fourth or even 

one-fifth. What then are the real caufes o f  the 

prefent difcontents of  the lower orders of  the peo

ple in Munfter ? Are they of  their own original 

difcovery, or have they been taught to look for 

them, to feel them, and to mark their fenfe o f  

them in lines o f  b'ood and devafiation ? Have they 

been artfully incited to turn away their eyes from 

the true fources o f  their poverty and diftrefs, to 

look for imaginary evils, and combat unreal oppref- 

fion ? or is there fomewhat, (till more dangerous, 

lying hid and unknown even to the actual perpe

trators of thofe horrid crimes which fhock the ear 

of  humanity ? Have thofe whofe councils guide, 

whofe influence prote&s, and whofe zeal infpires 

the motions o f  this body, conceived the deep-laid 

fcheme of annihilating the eflablifhed religion, con

founding all orders o f  the date, and raifing for 

themfelves out of  the wreck o f  the conilitution, as 

out o f  C h  a o s ,  new property, new power, and per

haps actual rule and dominion ? Such were the af- 

piring hopes of C a t i l i n e ,  a man of dignified 

birth snd fplendid connections. Such illuilrious 

patricides were the F i e s q u e s  o f  Genoa, the T i e 

p o l o s  o f  Venice, the E s s e x e s  and the F a i r f a x e s  

o f  England, and many others of birth and fortune* 
who, urged by perfonal refentment or political

ambition,
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ambition, by  private avarice, by  a general and 

difinterefted love o f  injuftice, and a glorious zeal 

for uproar and confufion, rilked themfelves, their 

families, and their fortunes in virtuous attempts to 

overturn the peace and the liberties o f  their coun

try. Not the J a c k .  C a d e s ,  the W a t  T y l e r s ,  

and the M a s a n i e l l o s  alone, men o f  obfcure birth 

and plebeian manners and fortunes, have had the 

happinefs o f  laying nations in the dull, and hum 

bling the pride o f  nobles and o f  monarchs; fome, 

o f  higher orders, have diftinguifhed themfelves in 

the reformation o f  their country, b y  overturning 

her firmed ordinances and eftablifhments from their 

very foundations. Can I r e l a n d  now boalt o f  any 

man or number o f  men o f  the higher or middle 

orders o f  life, fired with this god-like ambition, 

and defirous o f  emulating the deed o f  that ancient 

patriot who eternized his name by the deflrudion o f  

the T em p le  o f  Ephefus? This  it is not in m y 

power to pronounce with certainty ;— anxious as I 

am that my native country ihould fnatch a praife

€t A b o v e  alt G r e e k ,  a b o v e  a l l  R o m a n  f a m e ,”

ret  I have not prefumption enough to adorn her 

brows with this fprig o f  civic wreath, or to pro

nounce any nobleman or gentleman o f  Ireland, 

on the mere credit o f  public report, worthy

o f
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of  b e i n g  r a i f e d  t o  t h i s  h i g h e f t  p i n n a c l e  o f  g l o r y ,  

a n d  r a n k e d  b y  a n  a d m i r i n g  w o r l d  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  o f  

f a m e ,  w i t h  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  C a t  1 l ~i  n e , a d d  t h e  h i g h -  

m i n d e d  H e r o s t r a t u s .

Let us however attempt to trace the hiftory o f  

the prefent difturbances, and to aiïîgn fome caufes 

for their alarming extent, and the-want o f  fuccefs 

o f  thofe endeavours which have been ufed for their 

fuppreffion by the interpofition of government, 

by the exertions o f  magiftracy, by the vigour o f  

the military, or by any other means hitherto de- 
vifed for that purpofe.

It is an unfortunate truth that the ftate o f  the 

pv.afantry o f  the fouth of Ireland is wretched in the 

extreme. Want o f  capitals to work their little farms 

to the greatefl advantage; want o f  employment, as 

labourers for the gentlemen o f  the country, the 

greater part o f  whom are too hofpitable, too much 

addifted to the bottle, and, confequently, often too 

indigent, to find either time, inclination or money 

for rural improvements; the great dearriefs o f  land 

lettin fmall portions for the cultivation o f  potatoes, 

the necefTary, and indeed the only food o f  the lower 

orders of'the people;— all thefe and many fimilar 

caufes produce a dreadml degree o f  poverty amonq,

£ 4 6  >



the cottier tenants in Munfter. It ,is the boundeti 

duty o f  the men o f  landed property to prevent or 

alleviate thofe diflreifes by all poilible means ; but, 

moil unfortunately, many o f  the principal noble

men and gentlemen of Ireland do not refideon their 

eilates, and are therefore infenfible to thediilreifes 

which they do not fee, and to which they therefore 

flatter themfelves that they do not adminifter any 

occafion. M any o f  the refident gentlemen, unwil

ling to diminifli their incomes, toreftrain their plea- 

fiires, or to acknowledge the juflnefs o f  thofe com

plaints which they are not difpofed to remove, 

(hewed a difpofition, i f  not hoflile, at leail not very 

friendly, to the rights o f  the eftablilhed clergy, and, 

at all times, and on all occafions, endeavoured to 

leiTen that reverence which all men, and more efpc- 

cially thofe o f  the lower clafs, ihould be taught to 

entertain for the funclions, properties and perfons 

o f  the minifters of  religion. T h e  precepts and e x 

amples o f  fuperiors have a moil powerful influence 

and controul over the conduit o f  the inferiors, 

ivhofe pafiions are eafdy inflamed, and whofe igno

rance w'ill not permit them to fee the artifices o f  

thufe who lead them on to ruin. Grievances were 

pointed out which had no exifience, or which, i f  

exifling, might eafily have been removed by an eafy 

appeal to the known and written laws o f  the land ; 

but a furer method was pointed out by which

the
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the great purpofe might be effeded, and the 

confederated oppofers o f  the clergy be kept with

out the pale of fevere or capital puniihment.------

T h e  e d i c t  was iifued by C a p t a i n  R i g h t , that, 

at every Popiih chapel, oaths ihould be admi- 

niftered to every parifhioner not to take tithes 

but under certain very unjuft, illegal and im p rati

cable regulations ; thus binding the confciences o f  

ike few  by the power o f  fuperftition, and giving to 

the many an excufe for committing that injuftice to

which they were already but too well difpofed_

Orders were published that the fworn pariih ihould 

fwear the next, and fo on progreifively, that the 

circle o f  combination ihould fpread rapidly through 

the whole country, and the ruin o f  the clergy be
come univerfal and inevitable.

A t this time no violence was committed, no noc

turnal meetings were holden, no arms wrefled from 

the houfes and perfons o f  Proteftants, no a d  o f  

grofs outrage alarmed the realiy honefl yeomanry, 

the gentry, or the magiftracy ; the indolence o f  

fome rendered them heedlefs, and many, not fore- 

feeing the confequences, foolifhly thought that 

ihey themfelves might, with impunity and a fafe 

confcience, reap fome benefit by a diminution of 
the property of the clergy.

Thus
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I h us the mifthief crept on and fpread far around, 

to the very fhores o f  the Atlantic, like the T y p h o n  

in the Indian feas, which at firft appears as a final! 

fpeck in the weft, level with the horizon, then 

gradually rifcs to the zenith, and covers the whole 

ocean with lightnings, ftorms, and devaluation.

W bile this cautious method o f  fwearing the in

habitants o f  the feveral pariihes to combine agàinft 

the clergy and the laws, was thus fecretly and, in 

appearance, effectually undermining the conftitu- 

tion, fome men were found, among the infurgents, 

o f  lefs prudence and more atfive fpirits than thofé 

weighty, coo! and fpecious men, fome o f  whom 

had, by their cunning planned, and fome, by their 

dignified fituation, fupported, the original diftur- 

f>ances in the country ;— the altars in the tragedy 

became regardlefs o f  the cue o f  their refpectable 

prompters, and were hurried on by that favage im- 

petuofity which characterizes the lower orders o f  

the native friih.— Private revenge was often grati

fied in the mort dreadful manner under pretence 

o f  redreffing public grievances armed parties 

jna» died in the dead hours o f  night, from houfe to 

oufe, collecting fire-arms from the Proteftants b y  

menaces, by force, and fometimes by torture ; eX- 

,nS heavy contributions from all defcriptions o f
G

ineiv
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( So )

men tor the purchafe of ammunition, and for the 

better general fupport of the common caufe ; burn

ing the tithes o f  the clergy, the haggards of fuch 

farmers as had dared to comply with the laws, and 

threatening to deftroy the houfes ot the clergy, 

and or thofe few magistrates who had taken the 

alarm, and meditated an active oppoiition to their

proceedings.------Some who had been farmers or

agents of  the clergy were torn from their wives and 

families, expofed to new and moil grievous tor

tures, and often buried alive in graves dug in the 

point o f  meeting of the moft public roads ;— thofe 

graves were lined with black-thorn bufhes and 

brambles, and, by an edift o f  thofe merciful re

formers, no man was, under pain oi a hmilar pu- 

nifhment, to attempt the relief of the unhappy fuf- 

ferers, within fome given and limitted time. Some 

fuch graves has the writer o f  thefe lines feen long 

open on the high roads within two and three miles 

o f  the great and opulent city o f  Corke, to the utter 

fcatidal and difgrace of  the gentry and magiflracy 

of that city and of the neighbouring country.

Thefe violences, however, produced fome good 

efFecfts ; fome men of property and honourable 

and independent principles, faw the neceiuty oi 

oppofing fuch outrages; and fome magiilrates
(though



(though few) at the rifl  ̂ o f  their lives and proper

ties, nobly dared to exert the powers o f  the law 

againft the infurgents ; among thofe I am proud 

to mark the diftinguiifted zeal, the intrepid tirm- 

nefs, and the well direcited co.iduót o f  Mr. M a n n i x , 

a magiftrate ot the county o f  C orke,  w h o  very  

early faw the tendency and probable confequences 

o f  thofe proceedings, and oppofed them with vi

gour, perieverance and effeft ; not deterred b y  

menaces againft his habitation, property and per- 

fon, nor infefted by the uiually contagious fupine- 

nefs o f  his fellow magiftrates, he Hood forth the 

fearlefs corrector o f  lawlefs violence, the a'itive 

and ufeful friend o f  the perfecuted clergy, the 

(leady and uniform fupporter o f  the laws and the 

conftitiition.

M r .  H a m i l t o n  Cox or Dunmamv-ay, has alio 

proved himfelt an adive, intelligent, and ufeful 

magiflrate through the whole c o u r fe o f  thofe diitur- 

bances ; the weftern parts of the couhty of Gorke 

felt the moft beneficial efflfe&s from his fpirited e x 

ertions to reüore public peace and tranquillity.

During Mr. Mannix’s late necelfary abfence 

from the county o f  Curke, Mr. P u x l e y  of Crofs- 

haven, fupplied his place, received informations

G  2 ^gainít
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againít thofe infurgents, iífued warrants againít 

them, and, in other refpeds, flood forth asanadive 

inagiflrate, when man)' others fhrunk from their 

duty, as from a fervice of  danger.— Mr. Puxley 

left his own refidence, where the country was in 

quiet by his influence and exertions, and took his 

flation at C o r k e , in the center o f  the difturbed 

parifhës, that he may have it in his power to render 

the more effectual fer\ice to the real intereils of  

the country.

In addition to the ufeful and honorable labours 

o f  thefe magiflrates, thus called forth by the out

rages o f  the White-boys, another good efie<5t was, 

that the executive power, ever anxious to maintain 

the peace and good order of the kingdom, fent 

into the difturbed counties á confiderable military 

force under the command o f  an adive and able 

general, to aid and invigorate the civil power, in 

fuppreffing thofe violent and difgraceful proceed

ings. Many of the offenders were accordingly 

apprehended ; the White-boy parties were fre

quently furprized, attacked and difperfed, and a 

temporary calm fucceeded to the former devalua

tions.

Government, in continuance of its moil earnefl 

good wiflies to reftore tranquillity to the country,

directed
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directed a legal profecution o f  the offenders, at a 

very confidcrable public e:;pence ; but, fu'ch were 

the powers o f  influence and protection, the efforts 

of bribery and intimidity on the conduit o f  profecu- 

tors and witnefles, and the blind and mifiaken 

mercy o f  jurors, that, on the whole Munfter cir- 

«uit, where many White-boys were capitally tried, 

moft o f  whom were notorioully guilty, yet only 

two were convicted.

I he fiibtle and defigning fupporters o f  the ori- \ 

ginal plan exerted their influence to the utmofl: in 

defence o f  their unfortunate vnffals and difciples, 

and fucceeded but too well on the occaiion.

It was confidently promifed by the known fa

vourers o f  the infurgents that, after the affizes, 

peace fhould be r.effored, and that the oppreffecl 

and injured peafantry, as they were called, fhould 

lay down their arms, and fubtnit their difirefles in 

a legal and dutiful manner to the confiderâîion o f  

the legillature, from which alone they could expect 

effectual relief. T h o fe  who then promifed had 

engaged for more than was within their power, or, 

perhaps, within their inclination, to perform. In 

a very fiiort time the ftandard o f  rebellion was ■

again difplayed, and, in open day-light, again

waved
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waved over the country her forces were again 

levied, regimented, and, in fome degree, regularly 

difcliplined ;— the fame fcenes o f  rapine, burnings 

and murder were renewed with additional circum- 

ftances o f  horror ;— the perfons and properties o f  

•the very few magistrates, and fuch others as had 

Jhovvn themfelves friends to the laws of their coun

try, were threatened, and fometimes attacked ;—  

the habitations o f  many clergymen, the moil re

markable for charity, a benevolent attention to the 

poor in the hours o f  forrow and..difeafe, and the 

iftmaft moderation in the collection o f  their legal 

rights, were in perpetual danger, though armed 

guards were, at a coniiderable expence, kept for 

the protection o f  fome o f  them ;— the very pro- 

tefrant churches were not' always fecure ; that of  

Glanmire in particular was threatened to be burnt, 

though in the vicinity of the city o f  Corke, and 

in the center of a populous and proteftant neigh

bourhood ; this audacious menace would probably 

have been put in execution, i f  Mr. Mannix had 

not exerted his ufual firmnefs on the occafion, and 

effectually îcatteréd that force which was intended

by Captain Right for that very daring fervice.------

Thofe who had profecuted at the former,' or who 

were boun i over to proiecute at the enfuing af- 

fizes, were peculiarly marked as the objects of 
. popular
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popular refentm ent*; one o f  thefe unhappy men, 

who had long before been maimed and disfigured 

by the White-boys for having fpoken difrefpedful- 

lv  o f  their proceedings, was again torn from the 

bed o f  his difconfolate and fupplicating wife, and, 

in the midft o f  his affrighted infants, maifacred 

with circumftances o f  unexam pled horror and 

barbarity.

Are thefe things fo ?— T h e  voice o f  fame is too 

loud, the fads are too near and too recent, and 

the proofs too pregnant and too numerous to ad

mit of'contradiéïion.

VWiatfoever their be the c a u s e s  o f  thefe diffur- 

bances, whether the peafantry be in themfelves 

really irritated againft the clergy and the church, 

or artfully mifiedby cool and defigning men, whofe 

diflike to all religion or particular hatred to that 

eftablifhed, prompts them to arm the hands o f  the 

multitude for its overthrow, or whether there lurks 

in fecret a fettled purpofe gradually to overturn all 

the orders o f  the ftate, and to begin with that 

which, in thefe days o f  religious indifference, has 

rhe feweft protectors ; the e f f e c t s  are certainly

the

♦ Jam e s D u n n ,  near U r l i n g fo r d .
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the fame, and all ranks o f  men are now called 

upon, when the magnitude o f  the evil is apparent, 

to exert their utmoft endeavours to llop the growth 
o f  the contagion.

It was clearly the aim and policy of the inter

nal cabinet o f  the white-boy republic to fpread the 

mifchief o f  combination by oath through the whole 

kingdom, that thus the lower orders o f  the Roman 

Catholics may become fworn confederates in the 

general caufe o f  confufion and fednion ; and this 

dangerous fcheme would probably have had its 

full effl'dl, had not the wife, manly, and vigorous 

ipirit o f  the King s and Queen’s counties, and that 

of Galway, all bordering on Munfter, been roufed, 

and by the union and firmnefs o f  the men o f  pro-- 

perty and influence, the armed invaders been in 

time repulfed and defeated. What has' thus re- 

tarded the progrefs o f  the evil, is one of  the beft re

m e d y  for its total fupprejjion ; from fuch a zea

lous, adhve, and enlightened co-operation o f  the 
gentlemen o f  property, connection, power and in 

Munjier, much may be expetfed towards the final 

extirpation o f  this baneful and poifonous weed 

which now overruns that fruitful and delightful 

country. Let the landlords, now feeing the ge

neral danger, which had hitherto been artfully

kept
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kept from their view, ufe their influence over their 

tenantry to feparate them from the herd o f  the re

bellious ; let the magiftrates (hake off  their indo

lence or timidity, and firmly unite in the vigorous 

execution o f  the laws, without which their pof- 

feflions, their honours, and all thofe diilindions 

in life which feparate them from the dregs of the 

people, mutt be fwept away into the g u lp l io f  uni- 
vcrfal ruin.

Let the executive and legiflative powers unite in 

directing and inforcing the maintenance o f  the pre- 

fent laws, in di forming the moil illegally and dan- 

geroufly armed peafantry .o f  the Roman Catholic 

religion, and in l e n g t h e n i n g  the hands o f  the civil 

power by further regulations, if, on full proof and 

fair debate, they ihould be tound neceffary.

L e t ju ft ice  be done to the injured clergy, and an 

adequate compenfation made to them for the Ioffes 

they have fuftained by the outrages o f  the whita 

boys in their properties and incomes ; let this be fo 

managed that the burden o f  this a i l  o f  juflice fhall 

fall on thofe who have offended, and confequently 

on the pariihes where the injuries were commit

ted ; the inhabitants o f  thofe pariihes were either 

the principally guilty perfons, or the confederates

S  H o f
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o f  thofe who were, or, by not oppofiog the infur* 

gents, contributed materially to the progrefs o f  the 

evil;  thus the cottier tenants, who compofe the 

bulk o f  the Munfter parifhes, and their encourag

ing, or at leaft acquiefcing, landlords, will be con

vinced that, by an illegal at'^mpt to remove a flight 

burden, they only bring on themfelves a more 

heavy incumbrance, and that every refinance of  

the law muft be corrected by every effectual mode 

o f  punifhment. T he fpiritof the laws o f  the wife 

and good Alfred will be revived, by which every 

man through the whole kingdom was immediately, 

in perfon and in property, interefted in the conduct 

o f  his neighbours o f  the fame decennary, hamlet,
r  ,

parilh, and hundred, and the felf-intereft of  each 

individual was a fufficient incentive to him to exert 

his beft endeavours for the maintenance o f  general 

order and tranquillity.

Let thofe who have the appointment o f  magi- 

ftrates ufe double vigilance that honeft, able, and 

independent men be chofen for that order ; i f  that 

clafs ihall be permitted to fall into general con

tempt, and that the execution o f  the laws in the 

diftant counties, far removed from the fupreme 

courts and the eye of  government, be intrufted to 

the ignorant, the fordid, the timid, the profiigate,

or

( 5 8 )



or the neceiîîtous, the la-ws themfelves will be defpi fed, 

abhorred, and at length oppofed, and univeriai 

ruin muft enfue.

In the days o f  reftored peace, the t r u e  p a t r i o t  

L e g i s l a t o r  (and fuch we hope there are) will, 

with an humane and difcerning eye, look into the 

real grievances o f  the peafantry o f  this country, 

and relieve them as much as may be in this power : 

Providence has moil wifely ordained that all hu

man focieties fhould be compofed o f  various claiTes 

o f  men, and that the loweft order ihould conHft o f  

thofe whofe want o f  property obliges them to an 

exertion o f  daily induftry and labour, to fupport 

themfeives arid their families, and thereby to pro

cure the mod fignal benefits to the whole commu

nity ; the patriot legiflator will give every juft and 

practicable aid to this clafs o f  men ; he will ani

mate their induftry by  well directed precepts, 

examples and rewards; he will eftablifh the arts o f  

cultured life thro’ every corner o f  the ifiand-; he 

will procure and fupport more effectual laws for 

the fuppreftion o f  idlenefs, immorality, and drun- 

kennefs; he will endeavour to diminilh, i f  not 

totally prevent, the pernicious ufe o f  fpirituous 

hquors among the Iittletenants,labourers arid m e
chanics, and fubftitute in their place the more

^  2 nutritive,
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tritivc, wholefome, and ftrengthening ufe o f  mafi 

liquor, o f  equal benefit to the revenue and agricul

ture, and little dangerous to the morals o f  the peo

ple; he will diffufe the bleflings o f  an enlightened 

education among the lower orders, by the erection 

o f  new feminaries under the controul and vibration 

o f  the magistrates and the higher- orders o f  the 

clergy, and by the fuppreffion o f  any abufes which 

time may have introduced into thofe of ancient 

foundation : He will- devife and recommend an ef

fectual method o f  preventing the pernicious habit 

of  fmugglrng, particularly on the coafls of this 

kingdom, by armed and numerous parties, who at 

prefent eompofe the flower and flrength o f  the 

White-boy military eftablifhment, and o f  guard

ing and collecting the revenue with the lealt poffi- 

ble injury to the forms and ancient ufages o f  our 

legal conftitution ; he will examine and correct 

the drunkennefs the vices, the depraved habits 

and unnecefiary diflreiTes of our priions, one great 

fource of  national depravity ; he will facilitate the 

intercourfe o f  the people with each other, and 

give liability and credit to their various dealings, 

by fuch aq eiFectua! improvement of our civil bill 
law as may bring home juflice really to their doors, 

with the greateft pollible expedition, and the leaft 

polïïble expence; thefe and funiiar enquiries may

be
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be made, and real improvements in our police, and 

in the practice and execution o f  our civil and cri^ 

minal legal fyftem, fuggefted and fupported, by 

boneft and able men, who wifh to attain glory and 

diftindion by honourable means, and who court 

that fweeteft earthly reward o f  virtue, the applaufe 

o f  an improved, an enlightened, and a grateful 
people.

But, the t r u e  p a t r i o t  will n o t  turn away his 

eyes from real abufes, and diligently look after 

thofe which are imaginary ; he will not confider as 

excrefcences on the bark o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

thofe folid and firm parts “  which grow with her 

growth, and ftrengthen with her ftrength,”  which 

are nourifhed by the main current o f  the pureft 

fap, and form part o f  the heart o f  that tree which 

has fpread its roots into the depths o f  the remoteft 

times, and will, I truft, extend its branches to 

ihade our moil diflant pofterity.

T h e  true patriot will n o t , but on the fulleft con

viction, impute fordid and illiberal condud, nay 

adual extortion, to that clafs o f  men, who, from 

their education, their habits and their profeiiion, 

are the leaft likely to be fu bjed  to fuch difhoneit 

and diihonourable pradices, and who, in f a d ,  as

the



the laws ftand, afe deprived o f  the power o f  acting 

unjuftly, and cannot; by any poifible contrivance, 

exact from any man inofe than their legal and ac
knowledged property.

But, i f  I have ftated the real cdfe o f  the clergy, 

and pointed out their general and almoft univcrfaf 

conduit as to their property, as guided by a beneJ 

volence and charity, which ufually prompt them to 

a chearful relaxation and diminution o f  their iegal 

rights; on what ground do thofe’ arguments reft 

■which have been urged for the annihilation o f  the 

tithe fyflem on a ft affumptiOn o f  crying abujes and 

enormous exaftions on the part o f  the clergy ? Shall 

the unfupported aiTertions o f  men Whofe ignorance, 

whofe religious prejudices, whofe feditious fpirit, 

and whofe rebellious actions entitle them to no 

poifible degree Of credit in the prefent cafe, be 

confideied as a fufficient caufe for any innovation 

even of  the moft trivial nature ; and, even i f  fome 

grievances did actually exift hi this point, can men 

be found willing to give up the dignity of govern

ment, the honourable and ufeful pride of l'egifla- 

ture, their own liberty and fecùrity, and thofe of 

their lateft poflerity, by receiving infulting propo

rtions from armed, chfcure, and nocturnal ruffians, 

either acting from their own infatuated and ilï

informed
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informed underftandings, or guided by the whifr 

pered counfels o f  men in higher ranks o f  life, re- 

gardlefs o f  aught but their own interefts, and the 

exaltation o f  that religious or political party to 

which they belong > Is it a time, when your lately 

acquired political and commercial advantages are 

not thoroughly fettled, when our kingdom is but 

jiiit emerging into open day, into internal improve

ment and external confequence, and when we.are 

but now become one among the nations o f  the earth, 

to rifk our prefent poifeiïions and future expectati

ons o f  national opulence and dignity, by  bending 

the s c e p t r e  OF THE l a w s ,  and proving it w eaker 

than the rod ofthepeafant ? Or, in the prefent fitua- 

T 'on oi the parties and religions o f  this country, in 

a great degree feparaied from our Proteftant bre

thren oi England, and unfupported hy that power 

which, in the hours o f  fevereft trial, protected our 

religious eftablifhment, as a branch o f  her ow n, 

againft its confederated internal enemies, ihall w e  

be fo inconfiderate as to ihake any part o f  our ec- 

clefiaftical fyftem, fo conformable to our civil con- 

flitution, fo friendly to the confciences, the rights 

and liberties o f  mankind, the religion o f  our 

Ufhers and our Berkeleys, purified by  the happy 

Reformation, and confirmed by the moft glorious 

Revolution ?------ Let the man, who draws but a

fingle
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iîngle ftone from the foundation o f  the facred and 

venerable edifice, tremble at the probable confe- 

quences o f  his rafhnefs ; the fpirit o f  innovation 

is not eafily reftrained ; like every other pafiion, it 

gathers ftrength by ill example and indulgence ; 

new attempts will enfue to demoliih the materials 

and deftroy the cement o f  t h e  t e m p l e ; when 

the ornaments are disfigured, and all the out-works 

fucceflivély overturned, the center itfelf will foon 

Crumble on its bafe, and involve- all that is 

dear to us as freemen and as enlightened Chriftians 
in univerfal deftru&ion.

May that day be far removed, and may the un

demanding and the virtue of the citizens and Ie- 

giflators o f  Ireland be fuccefsfully exerted to con

vey our prefent happy civil and ecclefiaftical confti- 

tution, uridiminiihed and unimpaired, to their lateft 
poftcrity !

( 6* )
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A P P E N D I X

( No. I. )

County o f  T H E  Examination o f  the Reverend 

Tipperary. > W i l l i a m  R y a n ,  of Mulonola, R e c -  

' * tor o f  the Parifh o f  Kilvemnon, in

the faid County, taken before one o f  his Majefty’s 

Juftices o f  the Peace for faid County.

T H I S  Deponent being duly fworn on the H o ly  

Evangelifts and examined, faith, that about three 

o ’clock in the morning o f  the firft o f  CKftobèr, one 

thoufand feven hundred and eighty-five, he heard 

the n o ifeo f  many horfes within a few yards o f  the 

ftreet-door o f  his houfe, and the door immediately 

burfl: open ; that feve*al perfons entered his room ; 

that faid Deponent and his wife were then in bed ; 

that the faid Deponent inftantly threw h im fe lf  out 

o f  bed, without any covering but his fhirt, and 

leized a piftol, which he fired at the faid perfons, 

but with what efFed he cannot tell. T h is  Depo

nent further faith, that he was forcibly dragged by  

the faid p^rfons, through an outfide room, into the 

open air, where a number of men appeared on foot 

and on horleback» And the faid Deponent further

I faith,



faith, that he immediately received feveral violent 

blows on the head and other parts o f  his body with 

poles and cudgels ; and this Deponent further 

faith, that he perceived an hanger over his head, 

but cannot tell whether he was ilruck with it or 

not, but fays, from the fhape of a dangerous 

wound over his eye, this Deponent believes he 

was ilruck with the cock o f  a gun or piftol ; this 

Deponent further faith, that in a fnort time h e  

could perceive the warm blood flowing down his- 

body in almoft every diredion ; and the faid De

ponent further faith, that he was thrown on the 

ground, and dragged acrofs a very rough and bro

ken pavement ; and further faith, that by this 

time lofs o f  blood rendered him very weak, and 

that he ftll on the ground ; and farther faith, that 

he was compelled by the faid perfons to rife, on 

which they aififled him, alledging that he (the De

ponent) only pretended weaknefs ; and further 

faith, that when he was raifed, he reeled and found 

hirnfelf ill able to fland without fupport ; and fur

ther faith, that they then propofed to put him on 

hcrfeback, naked and bloody as he was, either to 

bury or drown him ; and further faith, that when 

he the faid Deponent requefled to be allowed fome 

cUxjths, they faid he had no occafon tor them ; 

and when he begged a little water to drink, they 

frequently repeated that he foon ihould get plenty

o f
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« f  it ; and further faith, that his wife (v.s fhe fays, 

and he believes) expoflulating and fupplicati ig c u 

this occafion, was loaded with the molt cpprobious 

epithets, and a defperate blow made at her with a 

pole, which (he avoided by withdrawing under the 

lintel o f  the door, and that the impreffion of f: id  

blow remained for feveraldays vifible iti thr thatch, 

nnd he fuppofes ftill does; and further faith, he 

verily believes they would have carried him away, 

had they not been delayed by a number who re

entered the houfe, and w e r e b u fy  lighting candles, 

iinging, dancing, and fearchingthe rooms for arms ; 

faid Deponent further faith, that during this time 

he was obliged to ftasd, uisder a guard, covered 

only with the remains o f  a bloody fliirt, and ex- 

pofed to the inclemency o f  a irofty night, frequent

ly  receiving blows and iufults from thofe about 

h i m ;  and further faith, that his wife continued 

from the beginning 10 give him all the aififtance in, 

her power; and that, he believes, befides many 

blows made at herfelf, fhe received feveral intend

ed for him, o f  which fhe bore feveral marks, ex- 

pofed to the open air, and, as he believes, with 

no other covering than her fhift ; and further faith, 

that before their departure, they propofed to him 

to fwear that he would keep no prodtor, that he 

would value his own tithes and fet them ; and fur

ther fajth, that on reafoning againft fuch propofal,

Ï 2 and
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and declining faid oaths, and day approaching, 

they departed, feloniouily taking away a piftol, an 

horfewhip, and a key ; and this Deponent believes 

that fome o f  the faid perfons had fire-arms, as he 

is informed they fired fome fhots at and after their 

departure from his houfe ; and further faith, they 

left him nearly covered with blood, and with many 

wounds and bruifes, fome of  which he believes 

were dangerous ; and further faith, that from his 

knowledge he cannot fet forth the names o f  the 

laid perfons; and this Deponent faith, that fome 

o f  the neighbouring gentlemen fat up in faid 

Deponent’s houfe four fucceflive nights, being 

apprehenfive, as faid Deponent was, o f  another 

attack on faid Deponent’s houfe, and that the 

fame night be fet on fire, by the faid infurgents, 

it being a low thatched houfe, formerly a barn, 

but the beft accommodation he could get for

himfelf and his family (on any terms that were
(  * 4

not very exorbitant) and for w'hich however he was 

obliged to pay a rent far exceeding its real value ; 

and further faith, that his wife, during three 

o f  the faid nights would not venture to go to bed ; 

and this Deponent faith, that in four days after faid 

outrage, he removed to Clonmel for medical afiif- 

tance and the protection of himfelf and his family ; 
where he has fince been attended by a phyfician, 

a furgeon, and an apothecary, at confiderable ex

pence
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pence to this Deponent, and faith that he had; 

been in many refpeds a great fufferer‘ by his re

moval from the faid habitation, w h ereat  great e x 

pence he had fixed him felf  and his family, and 

from which the faid Deponent further faith that 

he removed with great relu&ance for the preferva- 

tion o f  him and them at a feafon o f  the year 

when his attendance was moil neceflary for the 

care and cultivation o f  his little farm ; and this D e 

ponent faith, that he, and his wife, had endea

voured by acfts o f  kindnefs and beneficence, as far 

as their circumftances would admit, to deferve the 

efteem and gratitude o f  the lower orders i f  the peo

ple in the fnid parifh ; and further faith, that he 

proceeded in the felting o f  his tithes in fuch a 

manner as he thought moil equitable and leaft op- 

preffive ; that he did not fuffer his pro&ors to re

ceive any fees from his parifhioners ; and that the 

faid Deponent frequently propofed to individuals 

to value their own tithes, he offering to abide by 

their eflimate ; and that he often propofed to the 

parifh in general, to let any two reafonable inha

bitants value between him and them ; and further 

faith, that the inhabitants o f  faid parifh had gene

rally declared their approbation o f  this D eponents 

conduct ; and this Deponent verily believes that 

the faid outrage proceeded from profefTional rather 

than perfonal prejudice, and with a v iew  to inti

midate
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midate the proteftant clergymen from enforcing 

their juft and accuftomed rights ; and further faith, 

that he is under great difficulties from the circum- 

ftance o f  his being not able to procure the attendance 

o f  fcrvants, on whofe fidelity he can depend ; as 

many perfons in that neighbourhood threaten def- 

truilion to any ilranger who fnould come among 

them ; and that from thofe threats, a perfon whom 

this Deponent lately hired, was fo iutimidated, that 

he refufed to come to this Deponent’s fervice, who 

is now obliged to employ perfons o f  that neigh

bourhood, from whom he cannot exped any affif- 

tance againft the faid infurgents; this Deponent 

faith, he is ready at any rifque to himfelf to do 

his duty, and to eftabliíh the cuftomary rights o f  

himfelf and his fucceffors, as far as in him lies, 

but fays that fuch repeated outrages and violations 

o f  the public peace, have been committed in that 

neighbourhood, that neither the public peace nor 

private property can be confidered as fecure, ex

cept troops fhould be quartered in fome convenient 

Situations in and about faid parifh ; and faith, 

•he is informed and believes, there was a barrack 

.in faid neighbourhood, in which troops had been 

formerly ftationed, for the purpofe o f  keeping 

the faid neighbourhood in order,

(A  W  RYAN .
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A P P E N D I X .
( No. i l  ) * / V

A  brief account o f  the treatment received by the 

Rev. Mr. H a k e , Vicar-general o f  Cafhel, iron* 

the White-boys.

M r . H A R E ,  on the iS th  o f  June, 1786, fent 

out his pro&ors to view and value his tithes 

growing in the parifh o f  Kilbragh, in the county 

o f  Tipperary, in Munfter, and near the borders 

o f  the province o f  Leinfter.— T h e  law renders 

\his an indifpenfible aft, as no clergyman can reco

ver the value o f  any fubftra&ed tithes without the 

cleareft proof o f  fuch value, b y  the oaths o f  two 

perfons who have carefully viewed and valued 

ihem.

On the 25th o f  June, a mob purfued the faid 

proótors into different houfes into which they had 

fled for prote&ion, dragged them out, beat them 

moil unmercifully, robbed them o f  their yaluati- 

on-books, fome cafh-notes, and accounts, and 

compelled them to lvvear that they would never 

view or value tithes again, & c .  for wrhich a d s  

o f  outrage, three o f  the moil violent o f  thefe 

White-boys were inditfed at the enfuing afiizes at 

ClcnmeL

Mr.



Mr. Hare’s prodors, having received fuch feveré 

and barbarous treatment from the White-'boys, 

refufed going again to the parifh to view and va

lue, unlefs Mr. Hare fhould himfelf accompany 

them ; Mr. Hare accordingly, as foon as his proc

tors had recovered and been cured o f  their wounds 

and bruifes, went with them to. the faid parifh to 

view and value his tithes, where on his firft ap

pearance, a great mob, colleded by yelling and 

ihouting, attacked Mr. Hare and his two prodors 

moft furiouily, purfued them for. near half a mile, 

knocked down Mr. Hare, broke a bone o f  one o f  

his hands, and two o f  his ribs, and gave him 

above twenty bruifes and wounds in different parts 

o f  his body by ftones thrown at him.’

His two prodors were beat and abufed in the 

fame manner, and robbed o f  their arms, and the 

lives o f  them and o f  Mr. Hare were in the moii 
imminent danger.

As foon as Mr. Hare had fo well recovered 

from his wounds and bruifes as to be able to ride 

on horfeback, he went on the 11 th of  AugufL 

with eighten men all well armed, to the faid pariih 

o f  Kilbragh, which is diftant about fixteen miles 

from his refidence at Cafhel, in order to have

viewed
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viewed and valued fuch parts o f  his tithes as had 

not before been valued, but on his arrival there, 

he found that all the inhabitants o f  the parilh had 

fworn not to fell, or give him lodging, viduals,  or 

any fort o f  accommodation, or to any o f  the party 

which accompanied him.

Mr. Hare and his whole party, it being then 

night, were under the neceility o f  taking ihelter 

in a new church, recently plaiitered, and ft ill drip

ping wet, the wind and rain beating in through 

the broken windows, and to ileep on new-mown 

w et grafs in their ordinary cloaths, having been 

able to procure but one blanket and one pair o f  

fheets for the whole party, from Mr. Lid well, a 

gentleman who did not live in that parifh.

T h u s  they fpent feven nights, keeping a regular 

tyatch, continually alarmed and annoyed by great 

numbers o f  ruffians, who wereconftantiy huzzaing 

for Captain Right, and threatening to deilroy Mr, 

Hare and his party.

T h eir  food they got, with danger and difficulty, 

from Cafhel, fixteen miles diftant, and frequently 

were obliged to eat raw potatoes.

K T h u s



Th u s Mr. Hare qontinued with great trouble, 

riik and expence, to have the tithes o f  his pariih 

viewed and valued as the law direfts.

O n  the 5th o f  O&ober Mr. Hare went again to 

the pari(h o f  Kilbragh, attended by fome men in 

arms, for the purpofe o f  letting his tithes, and was 

there informed that feven men o f  the parifh had 

folemnly fworn and combined to aifaiTinate him ; 

Mr. Hare, however, remained in the parifh in the 

greateft anxiety and danger, for near three weeks, 

untlL he had lett the greater part o f  hts tithes as 

well as he could ; it can be proved incontroverti- 

b ly ,  that fome o f  thofe afíaííins were polled every 

night at different corners o f  the cabbin where Mr. 

Hare took fhelter, while at this time in the parifh, 

for the purpofe o f  fhooting him, i f  he fhould put 

his head out o f  the door after night fall, and fome 

o f  them came by night to the window o f  the little 

room in the cabbin, to try i f  they could fhoot him 

while in bed, but his intelligence was fo good, and 

his caution fo great, that they found no opportuni

ty to attempt to murder him until the 29th o f  Octo

ber lafl, when between the hours o f  two and three 

o ’clock, in the open day, and immediately after 

divine fervice, as Mr. Hare was returning from 

church by the high road, in company with his cu

rate
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rate and another gentleman, Thom as Davvfon and 

Michael Bohan, two o f  the aflaffins already men

tioned, waylaid him, and from behind a field-gate, 

presented two muikets at him, who was then but 

four or five yards diftant, pulled the triggers, and 

both providentially burned priming.— Mr. Hare 

and his two friends immediately purfued the aflaf

fins, took B o h a n  prifoner, but D a w s o n  efcaped. 

— Bohan was conducted to the neighbouring town 

o f  Thurles,  where the charge o f  the gun which 

he had attempted to fire, was drawn in the pre

fence o f  many gentlemen— It contained four bul

lets and a proportionable quantity o f  gun-powder.

(  7 5  )
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A P P E N D I X ,

( No. HI. )

O f  t h e  A g i s t m e n t  T i t h e .

THE nature and modes o f  valuation and recor 

very o f  the agiftment tithe, as fet forth in the old' 

law books, feem to me rather obfcure, and the 

Court o f  Exchequer in England has lately eftablifh- 

ed the doctrine and practice as to this fpecies o f  

tithe in fo very different a manner, and on a foun

dation fo much more natural and folid, that I think 

it unneceflary to give any detail o f  the ancient opi

nions and divfla on this fubject.

A g i s t m e n t  is properly defined “  the keeping 

or depafturing of  fheep and o f  any kind o f  cattle, 

whether beafts or horfes and the tithe o f  agift- 

ment is “  the tenth part o f  the value of the keeping 

or depafturing o f  fuch fheep, beafis, and horfes, 
as are liable to pay it.”

Beafis and horfos ufed in the plough, or other 

bufinefs o f  huibandry, are exempt from this tithe, 

as are alfo milch cattle, which pay tithe o f  another 
kind.

T h i s
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This tithe is, from its nature, not levied in kind,

' but all cattle fubjeft to it, (commonly called bar

ren and unprofitable cattle' are to pay a tithe for 

their agiflment during the time they have been fo 

kept in any pariih, according to the value o f  the 

keeping o f  each per week :—

T h is  tithe is payable by the occupier o f  the 

ground for his own fheep, cattle, and horfes, as 

v e i l  as for thofe he takes in as graziers, or to joiji, 

as is the phrafe in England.

T h eagii lm ent tithe, and all other fp ec ieso f  tithes 

are founded on two general rules :

R U L E  I.

T h e p e r fo n  to whom tithes are payable is enti -̂ 

tied to the tenth part of the produce o f  the land, or the 

value o f  it ; that is to the produce, where the tithe 

can be taken in kind, as in hay, corn, & c .  to the 

value, where it cannot, as in agiftment.

R U L E  ir.

So often as a new increafe arifes, fo often a new 

tithe becomes due.

The



T he Court o f  Exchequer in England has afcer- 

tained thefe points in the cleareft manner, by their 

unanimous decree in the cafe o f  Bateman v. Aif- 

trop, and others, Eafter, 1774, a°d the fame points 

were before ruled in the fame court in the cafe o f  

Willis againft Haneey. Mich. 1786.

It is adopted as a principle, that the agiflment 

tithe is payable of common right, and as fuch, that 

the non-payment o f  it for any number o f  years, or 

even from time immemorial, is no bar againft the 

payment o f  it when demanded or fued for, and 

that even arrears long due and not demanded may be 

recovered by the church, againlt which no prefcrip- 

tion lies, according to a known maxim o f  our law.

Thus the agiftment tithe is now eftablifhed in 

England by the folemn decifions o f  the courts, as 

recoverable for the full value thereof, unlefs when 

a legal modus or çompofition intervenes.

This is a doârine and practice not grounded on 

any act o f  parliament, but built on the broad bafe 

o f  t h e  c o m m o n  l a w , which equally extends to 

Ireland as to England.— Let us now confider why 

the agiitment tithe, which, in many parts o f  Eng

land,



land, forms a great part o f  the clergyman’s inoome, 

has been for many years part entirely unproductive 

to the clergy o f  Ireland, and whether the diminu

tion o f  that part o f  their dues, be founded on law, 

or that liberal and enlightened policy which ihould 

infpire the councils o f  a great nation.

On the 6 th o f  December, 1735» a petition was 

prefented to the Houfe o f  Commons, iigned by 

Benjamin Copland and others, on behalf o f  them- 

felves and the reft o f  the farmers, graziers o f  Ire

land, fetting forth “  that feveral o f  the petitioners 

have been o f  late, and now are, fued for the tithe*: 

o f  the agiftment o f  dry and barren cattle, notwith- 

ftanding that, according to thebeft information they 

have had, no fuch tithes have been ever paid, or 

even demanded in this kingdom until a few years 

fince, and praying relief therein.”

A  committee o f  37 members ŵ as then appointed 

to examine the allegations o f  the faid petition, and 

report their proceedings and opinion thereon.

On the 22d of December, 1735, the committee: 
reported the following refolution :

Refolved, that it is the opinion o f  this coin* 

“  mittee that the petitioners have proved the alle-

“  gâtions
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“  gâtions o f  their petition, to the fatisfa&ion of 

“  the committee.”

T h e  Houfe accordingly 11 ordered, that leave 

“  be given to bring in heads o f  a bill for afcertain- 

“  ing the tithe of  herbage, or agiilment o f  dry or 

“  barren cattle in this kingdom, and fettling the 

“  methods o f  recovering the fame.”

B y  this it appears that it was then the decided 

fenfe o f  the Houfe of  Commons, that the tithe o f  

agiftment was a legal and exifting part o f  the pro

perty o f  the clergy ; that this petition, which is 

not inferted at large in the Journals, did not deny 

that right, lut merely required a law to fettle the me

thods of recovering the fame, thofe adopted by the 

clergy by bill in Chancery or the Exchequer, 

being alledged to be highly expenfive to all par
ties.

I have not been able to difcover whether anv 

fuch heads o f  a bill were introduced ; certain it is 

that no fuch bill palfed— Theoppofers of  the clergy 

feemed to be aware that the petition and order 

above-mentioned, were rather too favourable to 

their claim ofagiihnent tithe, and probably declin

ed to bring in the bill, which, according to the

tenor
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tenor of the order, muff have recognized the title 
of the clergy.

1 lie enemies of the agiilment tithe took new- 
ground for their attack, and on the 5th of March, 

I“ 35.> O .S . a petition of Samuel Law, and other 
gentlemen and landholders of the county of 
Meath, &c. &c. was prefented to thé tíoufe, fet- 
ting forth, “  that the cFergy in the feveral parts 

where the petitioners duel!, have commenced, 
“  and threaten to commence fuits for a new lyndof 

tithe, under the name of agiftment of dry and 
“  barren cattle, grievous to the petitioners, and 
“  to all thofe who are fued for the fame, andpray- 
“  ing relief.” • ’•

On this petition, a committee of .37 members 
was appointed (fome of whom had been of the com
mittee on the former petition) and on the 17th and 
18th of March, 1735, the report o f  the committee, 
and their refolution thereon, were laid before the
Houfé. Thé refolutiorí of the committee was as 
follows :

Refolvod, that it rs the opinion o f  this com- 

“  mittee that the petitioners have fully proved the 
allegations of their petition to the fatisfadion of

^ “  the
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"  llie cüimnLrtee, and deferve the flrongeft aifift- 

“  ance the Houfe can give them.”

The Houfe agreed to this refolution.

And the Houfe reibived, “  That the allotments, 

“  glebes, and known tithes, with other ecclefiaf- 

“  tical emo'uments, afcertained before this *  newI '  •

“  demand o f  tithe of agiftment for dry and barren 

“  cattle, are an honourable and plentiful provifion 

“  for the clergy o f  this kingdom.5'
«

“  Refolvcd, that the demand o f  tithe-agiftment 

€t for dry and barren cattle is new, grievous, and 

“  burdenfome to the landlords and tenants o f  this 

“  kingdom, who could have no notice thereof pre- 

“  vicus to thçir purchafes and leafes, nor the leafl: 

“  appréhetífións that fuch demands could have 

** been claimed.,r . .

A  motion being made, and the queflion put, 

“  that the commencing fuits upon thefe new de-

*  T his is furely an extraordinary dottrine,  as nothing can be  

more certain or better eilabliihed in l a w  than that the tithe o f  

agiftinerit is due éémmnni jnrey as tnd i lp uta b ly  as the tithe o f  h a y  

or corn.- •v

“  mands



44 mandí inuíl impair the P r o f i la n t  intereft, by 

“  driving many ufeful hands out o f  this kingdom, 

“  tauft difable thofe that remain to fupport hi* 

“  Majefty’s eftablifllment, and occafiori Popery 

“  and infidelity to gain ground by the conteft 

M which muft neceffarily arife between the laity 

“  and clergy,”

On a divifion, it was carried in the affirmative, 

by 1 1 c  agiinit 50.

y
j  • •

T h e  bufinefs was then concluded by this refolu- 

tion.

“  Refolved, that all legal ways and means ought 

“  to be made ufe o f  to oppofe all attempts that 

“  fhall hereafter be framed to carry demands 
“  o f  tithe-agiftment into execution, until a pro- 

"  per remedy can be provided by the legifla- 
“  ture.”

W hat legal ways and means the Hóufe o f  C o m 

mons could adopt to oppofe fuits for agiftment- 

tithe, otherwife than by concurring in an aft  o f  

parliament for that purpofe, I own m y fe lf  at a lofs 

iO conjecture. Corrupt as thofe days were, the

L  2 mem-
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members, muil have known that cjn exprtfled r*r>5 

nion o f  that Houfecould not change the laws o f  the 

land, or deprive a whole body of men, an integral 

part of the Hate, o f  their legal and vefted pro

perty . - It it were not their property, the

courts of  juilice would foon pronounce the law 

againft them, and, in the ordinary courfe o f  

proceeding, foon reftore peace and fecurity to 

thofe worthy and difinterefted graziers who fup- 

pofed themfelves injure* Was it intended that 

this refolution, not followed up by a bill, fhoujd 

influence men from the ■profecution o f  their juft 

lights, and deter the judges from entertaining fuch 

caufes, and the gentlemen o f  the bar from aflifling 
their clerical clients on fuch occalions ?

That the clergy were intimidated is moft certain ; 

no fuits for agiftment-tithe have fince been com

menced, and all the then fubfifting proceedings 

were difcontinued ; no clergyman was found bold 

enough to give the law of the land an opportunity

o f  ftruggling with an half-expreifed opinion o f  one 
Houfe of Parliament.

But I truft that in the courts o f  juflice, on the 

bench and at the bar, many men would have been 

found who would iteadily turn their inward eye

to



. to  t h e  f h r i n e  o f  t h e  l a w ,  a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  f a c r e d  r e r  

i p o n i e s  f r o m  t h a t  o r a c l e  a l o n e .  I f i r m l y  h o p e  a n d  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  i n t r e 

p i d  H o l t  w o u L l  p r o m p t  a n d  i n f p i r e  e v e r y  m a n  o f  

t h e  l a w  w h o  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  d o  h i s  d u t y

on fuch an occafion.
• • . •

As, moil clearly, the difcontinuance o f  this 

-claim of the agifiijient-tithe is not grounded on 

any law, let us examine i f  the refoiution which 

produced it was founded on found policy, or on 
the real intereils o f  this country.

W ill  any man who c o n f e r s  that the wealth and 

profperity o f  a nation depends on the number o f  

its fully-employed, a d iv e  and healthy inhabitants, 

eilabhfh a polition that paiturage is to be preferred 

to tillage ; that the mode o f  occupying the foil 

which enriches the few , and ilarves the m a n y ;  

which,converts the moil delightful plains o f  Ire

land into (lient, forlorn and defolate waftes ; which 

banlfhes the aftive peafant, the ikilful labourer, 

the intelligent mechanic, and renders the « human 

face divine” a novelty in the moil fertile parts

o f  the kingdom ; which nips population, induilry, 

f i d  national profperity in the bud, by  preventing

t h e
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the means o f  earning an honeil fubfiilence by ufe- 

JTil labour ;— that paflurage, which w'hen too far 

encouraged and extended, neceffariiy produces all 

ihefe evils, fhould be preferred ; and that the plough 

and the fpade, the favourite inilruments o f  heroes, 

o f  philofophers, and o f  politicians, fhould be flight

ed ? Ko reafoning man, wlio has read a page in 

hiilory, who has looked round him and contem

plated the manners, habits, arts, and commerce of 

the living world, can for an inilant entertain an 

opinion fo repugnant to the fenfe o f  mankind in all 

countries and in all ages.

W hat then was the tendency o f  that refolution, 

or what would have been the objed o f  the confe- 

quential ad , had it paifedon that occafion ?

Manifeilly, that the whole fubfiilence of the 

clergy, which before was by law to be demanded 

and levied from the produce o f  the land o f  the 

•whole kingdom, ihould, in future, be confined to 

that fpecies o f  land which ought leail to be bur- 

thened, and to that clafsof people which, in found 

policy, fhould be moil effedually encouraged and 

fupported. That a bounty fhould be granted to 
extend the propagation of  a national evil, and that 

the real cultivator of  the foil ihould repine at the
exiflence
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exiflence o f  a law, however ancient, however juft, 

which Hill continues that incumbrance on him, 

from which intrigue, influence, and the felfiihnefs 

o f  interefted men in power, had relieved his indo

lent, ufelefs, and depopulating neighbour.

This, in fa d ,  feems to me the primary and ra

dical caufe o f  tiie prefent difcontent, fo far as 

tithes are concerned, i f  they are at all concerned, 

and fo far as the peafantry are really, and from 

Themfelves, in earneft on that fubjed. W e  are all 

happy or miferable by  comparifon.— A bflrad  rea- .. 

ionings o f  right and wrong, o f  law, and o f  ancient 

ufage, will never convince an illiterate cottager o f  

a rich grazing co.unty, that it is the real conftitu- 

tion o f  this country that the clergy fhould be main

tained out o f  the produce o f  the lands o f  this king

dom. .When he .looks around him and fees that 

the five thou land heft: acres in the pariih contri

bute nothing, and that he and forty or fifty other 

wretches, almoil houfelefs and naked, mult, out 

o f  the remaining three or four hundred acres, ex- 

trad, by the power o f  inceifant labour, fufficient 

for thefupport o f  their own families, and for that 

o f  the eflablifhed clergyman ;— even this ignorant 

peafant cannot fuppofe that fuch a grofs partiality 

has the fandion o f  the law ; he therefore concludes 

i «U • that
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that the whole is a fraud ; that tithes are a bur

den not impofed by law on him or on any man : 

that his neighbour, the rich grazier, who covers the 

plains all around him wdth innumerable oxen, ne

ver hears the demand o f  the redor, or the Voice 

of  his prodor, “  charm he never fo wifely that 

tithes are never demanded from him, becaufe his 

learning enables him- to know that it is a cheat, 

and his wealth fupplies him with the means o f  de

fence ; and that the impofition therefore falls with 

double weight on his own wretched and unpro- 

teded head.— — All thefe are the natural conclu

ions o f  this unfortunate man', who has not know

ledge enough to difcover that one branch o f  thé 

legiflature has, in effed, declared one law for the 

rich, and another for the poor ; and that it is 

thereiore sthe adopted policy of Ireland, in this 

infiance, to beflcVw her rewards on thofe who moil: 

effedually retard her improvement, and even con
tribute to lier deftrudion.

The peafant, therefore, undefended by the armá 

o f  the feeder o f  oxen, by wealth or by knowledge, 

has recourfe to the arms fupplied by nature, and 

calls in violence and outrage to proted him againíí 

the fuppofed fraudulent and illegal claims of the 

clergy, and is adually led into treafon and rebel

lion
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lion b y  not properly undemanding the m yflen- 

ous wifdom o f  the patriotic Houfe o f  Commons o f

3735-

W h y  then fhall that refolmion remain uncan

celled which m a n i f e f t l y  commits private injuftice, 

and tranfgrefles all the rules and practices oi every 

enlightened nation on fimilar occafions ?■* w hich 

having, by t i m e  a n d  acquiefcence, as it were, ufurp- 

ed the force o f  law, has eftabliihed the dangerous 

precedent that an exprefled with o f  one Houfe o f  

Parliament, fhall controul the rights o f  the fubject, 

and check the free appeal to the eftablifhed courts 

o f  juftice in any cafe o f  real or alledged proper

ty ?— which, taking advantage o f  the moderation, 

the difintereftednefs, and the peaceable difpofition 

o f  the clergy, turns their yirtues againft their in

tereft, and converts their acquiefcence under per

f e c t i o n ,  into an abjuration o f  their own rights 

and principles, and a dereliction o f  thofe o f  their 

fucceflors ;— which, in fhort, cafts a ftain on the 

morals and underftandings o f  our forefathers, in 

the fervile ftate o f  this kingdom ; a flain which the 

founder equity and better policy o f  the prefent re- 

prefentatives o f  emancipated Ireland can alo:ie 

waih away.

And



And 1 truil that the day is now come when an 

'atonement may be honourably made by the fons 

for the diihonourable injuitice o f  the fathers, 

and the rights o f  the clergy may be completely 

eftablifhed on the ancient and folid foundations o f  
the law and the eonftitution.

(  9 0  ' )
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