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. ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Author is well affured that the rapid
fale of the firft edition of this pamphlet has been
occafioned by the importance of the fubject, and
not, in any degree, by the ‘_;*alﬁe of the perform- -
ance.—An inte_ﬁtion to do good was received by an
indulgent public as a {pecies of merit; and a full
and avowed ftatement of fats claimed and receiv-

ed the general atteritions

THE autho..r has thought it his duty to render
this edition much lefs incorrect than the former,
which, having been publithed haftily, was necef-
fari]y;fubje& to many typographical errors; fome
additions he has alfo made in different parts, as the

fubject feemed to require them.

' Havixeg,
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Havine, in the firft 'editiuﬁ, very flightly

touched on the agiftment-tithe, he underftands

that fome of his readers have expreffed a wifh that
e W o vy 3 = f‘; 4 | ] g -' r

he had- been ‘more explicit and” circumftantial on

that fubject; he has therefore added an Appendix,

which contains his thoughts on the nature of tﬁaf‘

Ipu,n,s of tithes, and a brief account of fome tranf-_

actions relative to it in one of our Houfes-of Par-

liament in 1735, by which the property of thev

eftablithed clergy has, from that penod to the pre-

fcnt ddy been very materlally aff'c&ed

He thinks it unneceffary for him to offer his
fhare of applaufe to- the ufeful, able and well di-
gefied publications of the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne
and Theophilus' ofi*tHis fubjcf‘} as ‘they have al-
réady been hénoured with the moﬂ unequlvocal

procis af n‘t‘ptral approbauon v

CONSI-

|



CONSIDERATIONS, &..

I N a free ftate every citizen is individually. con-
cerned in the fate of the whole, and, in feafons of
public danger, is not only permitted, butiactually
called upon; to exert his beft endeavours for the ge=
neral good of that fociety of which he is a member:
It is 'the - peculiar glory of the Britifh conflitution,
wherefoever planted, -that ‘each fubject is highly
interefted in the fupport of thofe laws under which
he lives- happily, and by which his life, his li-
berty, and his property are protected in a manner.
unknown:to- the citizens of other nations.—~—Thus
fharing a large portion of the general happinefs, he
is bound to give his perfonal affiftance to fecure the
permanency of 'that political conftitution by which
that happinefs has been promoted; and, as a fol-
dier, as a ftate(man, as a legiflator, ‘as-a public

» officer
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officer, or as a private citizen, he fhould exert his
beft endeavours for that purpofe. No private man
is fo fecure in his fortunes or eftablithment, as not
to be within the vortex of general calamity, nor is
he in the ﬁtuatlon de['crlbed by the poet,

L — - .

o Suave, mari magno turbantlbus a:quora ventis,
“ E terri magnum alterius {pe@are laborem—""*

as, in fatt be does not view the fhipwreck from
a lofty cliff, bsze!f faf fram the qﬁﬂs of the florm,
but is aftually involved in the danger, and a mariner
on board the #nfortunate veffel which is threatened
with immediate deftruction, - -

 Afenfs of this'duty has: induced’ the ‘writer of
thefe linés t6 take up the pen on -the- prefent occa-
fion'; he has no private coricern to engage or bias
his juidgrient, nd refentments to be-gratified, no
pﬁrt‘iﬁlitiéﬁ to be indulged y:the motives which urge
Him to engage inithe preféntdifpute he fhares with
every good citizen, -a zealous anxiety for the-fettled
eftablitiments of his mative country, and a defire
to contributerhis mite ‘to the-fupport; of that civil
and ecclefiattical conftitutiomunder which he lives,
and which it is not his wifh to futvive, « He hopes
to receive from his:fellow~fubjeGs that candid at-
tention which is due to every man ‘who offers his
fentiments - either: tonthe- public, or in:fnore private
fociety,

C-‘
- b
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fociety, without petulance or frowardnefs; “who
wiflies to reafon, and not to calumniate;’ whofe
aim is convition, and not reproach ; and who will,
at all times, be ready to retraét any errorrs he may
have fallen into, and to thank thofe who may cor-
reét for the fake of truth, and without afperity or
reproach.

The difturbances which now more immediately - af-
fect the province of Munfler, but threaten, in their
confequences, to involve the whole kingdom, are, in
fome points, fimilar to thofe which difgraced - this
kingdom in the years 1962 4nd- 1763 : the prefent
outrages aré however-more alarming in their na-
ture, more extenfive in  their objetts and confe-
quences, planned and conduéted with i:more art,
and, in appearance, fupported by men  of: fome
intrigue, knowlédge, eéducation >and - influence
thus fituated, they claim a much greater degree of
attention than did the comparatively weak efforts
of the mifguided and unfupported populace of the
period already mentioned ; thofe difturbances were
direéted merely to obtain a correction of  fome
alleged “local grievances as to tithes and commons
in‘the 'counties of Kilkenny and Tipperary ; but,
as armed mobs are ufually fanguinary; in: the. pro-
fecution of the intended reformation, many robbe-

ries and murdcrs were comrmtted and among
Sl W R T others
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others, an ative and able magiftrate was facrificed,
to: the brutal violence of thofe midnight  ruffians,.
Then men of property took the alarm; the magif.
trates united themfelves in the execution of the
laws, Government co-operated, and in a “fhort
time, peace was reftored through the ‘whole coun-

try

Let us now confider the fituation of the whole
province of Munfter 4t this day, and compare it
with that of the counties of Kilkenny and Tippe-
rary. in its worfl pericd. ~Through the courfe of the
laft two years, that entire province is in a ftate of
the greateft anarchy and .confufion; the laws are
violated openly in 1aany-inftances; armed bodies
of men patrole the country in the dead hours of
night, and mark their progrefs with terror and
danger to the peaceable and the unoffending;
* a refpectable clergyman has been feized, and
even wounded, in his bed, treated with the moft
fhocking barbarity, and his family abufed and ter-
rified. Other clergymen have been threatened
with the lofsof property, and even of life, forced
from their livings and habitations, and obliged to
take refuge in garrifoned towns to prote¢t them-
felves and their families from further evils,

’Mt. Ryan, R:&or of Kilvemnon, —Sce his cafe, more at

large in the Appendix,
One
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One clergyman ® has been attacked by a defperate
mob, in the open day, while in the peaceable ex-
ercife of his legal right, viewing the tithes of his
parifh, faved from their hands almoft by miracle,
though feverely wounded and maimed; the fame
clergyman was again in open day, and on a public
road, way-lay’d and fired at by aflaffins, part of the
fame body, and again providentially efcaped from
their malice and revenge——Houfes burnt, corn in
flames, honeft and unoffending men buried alive,
and fome of our unfufpeting and unguarded fel-
low-fubjeéts dragged from their beds and butchered
in cool blood, complete the horrid picture,

pememe ¢ Pudet hzc opprobria nobis
#¢ Et dici dotuiffe, et non potuiffe, refelli,mmm—""

I wifh moft fincerely that this were an exagge-
rated defcription of the late and prefent fituation
of many, and even of moft parts of Munfter, even
fo far only as the perfons and properties of the
eftablifhed clergy, their farmers and prottors, are
concerned. Let us now fee whether tbey alome are
the object of the prefent infurrection, and whe-
ther the removal of a fingle grievance be the only
purpofe of thefe armed reformers.

® Mr. Hare, Vicar-general of Cathel.

It
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It isin proof in the hands of government, and
of many magiftrates, that many notices have been:
affixed to the doors of Roman Catholic chapels' and
other public places, by thole defperate men, de-
clarative of their fixed purpofe to raife the rates
of labour, to confine the labour of the ‘peafan~
try to their own refpeétive pari{hes; to" prefcribe
bounds to the hearth-money and other ‘axes, to
determine and limit the rent, value, and mode of
taking lands, infhort to level all thefe diftiné&tions
which have ever been eftablithed in all ftates, and
by a fort of Agrarian law, to reduce the nobility
of the land, the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment, the
opulent reprefentatives of the property of this
kingdom in its parliament, and every other pro-
prietor of land and poffeffor; of perfonal wealth, to
a degrading fubje@tion to the will of the loweft
order of the ftate, the mere popith peafantry of
this country, This is:the fond  hope of the deluded
and ignorant multitude? but it is to be prefumed
that thofe who pull the wires, and govern the pup-
pets, have other fchemes in view, and that it is
not their wifh to annihilate property, and for ever.
to d'eftroy all diftin¢tions in fociety ; they, or at
leaft fome of them, would be lofers by this outrage-
ous and exceffive reformation ; they believe that
they have it in their power to fay to this threaten-
ing ocean, * Thus far fhalt thou go, and no far-

ther ;”
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ther ;” and to dire&t its progrefs and extent by
their own intereft and difcretion ; thus zbeir bope
feems to be to weaken at firft, and at length to de-
ftroy feveral of the moft ancient and ufeful efta-
blithments of this kingdom ; to excite a combina-
tion among the occupiers, and even fome proprie-
tors of land, grounded on a {pecious appearance
of their own individual intereft, againft the legal
and long fettled rights of the eftablithed clergy ;
and thus by degrees, to bring on the religion itfelf
that odium which they have artfully endeavoured.
to fix on its teachers, When the feveral orders of
the people are once rendered inattentive to the
perfonal rights of their clergy, they fink into indif-
ference as to the forms and even principles of their
religion, and leave the door open to every change
which an artful, well combined, and numerous
band of enemigsmay be induced to make in the
ecclefiaftical {yftem of the kingdom—And who is
there fo ignorant as not to know  that the political
conftitution'of a country has an intimate connec-
tion with its national church? That the manners,
morals, habits and opinions of the people are
framed and moulded by the nature of their creeds,
and the ‘purity or corruption of their religious doc--
trines and forms of worfhip? And who can doubt.
that, by this natural and almoft indiffoluble con-
nection, the greateft good, or the greateft evil has

been

’
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been produced in civil fociety? Thus, when the
abufes of the church of Rome were difcovered and
fuccefsfully oppofed. and the bright ftar of the re-
formation fhone forth to illuminate the northern
regions of Europe, civil liberty was, in  many
places, the natural attendant on ecclefiattical’ im-
provemerit ; then, the brave inhabitants of the now
united Netherlands, having felt the hortid oppref-
fion of the inquifition, rofe as one man, and fuc-
_cefsfully vindicated their civil and’religious liber-
ties; then the political contitution of England
was ftrengthened and improved, and a bedy of
wife and virtuous men appeared, who, willing to
deftroy the numerous corruptions of the court and
church of Rome, reformed thofe abufes, and re-
ftored the church to its real and primitive dignity
and virtue; whatever feemed hurtful, or ‘even
ufelefs, to the church, or dangerous to the ftate, in
ecclefiaftical doétrines, claims or forms, was abo-

lithed ; a fufficient portion of the’ external fplen~
dour and dignity of the church was maintained, as
originally and intimately conneted with the nature
of man, with the ancient Chriftian worfhip when
firft fupported by the fecular power, and as pecu-
liarly united and interwoven with the general frame,
and all the component parts of a free and limitted
monarchy. I will not readily believe that any one
of my countrymen, of the prefent eftablithed re-

hglon,
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Tigion, and who is honeftly and confcientioufly
well affected to the civil and religious rights of this
kingdom, will think himfelf at liberty to confent
to any alteration in the prefent {yftem, which has
" a dire®, or may have even a circuitous tendency
to weaken and confequently to deftroy thofe efla-
blifhments which formed a part of the early Chrif-
tian conftitutions, were approved and continued
at the reformation, fucceflively ftrengthened by
every acceflion of civil libgrty, and confirmed by
the glorious revolution ; or that he will, by ac-
quiefcing in any innovation on the perfonal rights
and properties of the eftablifhed clergy, encourage
the almoft immediate annihilation of that religion
of which they are the/profeflors and teachers, and
confequently introddce “in its place the Romifh
church, which to fpeak in the mildeft language
even of modern tolegation, is not entirely favour-

able to liberty'of confcience, or to the perfona
freedom and civil rights of mankind.

Nor will Ifuppofe that wife and virtuous men,
forewarned.of the danger, will in their legiflative
capacities, without the moft cogent reafons, enter
upon the arduous and dangerous tafk of changing
old and well eftablithed habits, praétices and pro-
perties, antecedent in thefe kingdoms to the pre-
fent civil conftitution thereof, and confirmed in

B every
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every period of their progrefs from barbarifm to
refinement ; much lefs will I believe that fuch an
attempt will be made while an armed and dange-
rous peafantry, under the guidance of artful and
feditious leaders, actually aflume to themfelves
the power of dictating the terms of fuch. alterati-
ons, controul the executive and legiflative orders
of the ftate, and affect, by a treafonable defiance
of all laws, to overturn the civil government of
this country.

But, laying afide, for a moment, thofe great con-
fiderations of the dignity of the ftate, of the dan-
ger of great innovations at any time and in any
country, and particularly at his sime and in 1his
country ; of the thameful dereliion of all lawful
authority and government, in liftening to terms
dictated by armed and. profligate mifcreants, and of
the dreadful example it holds forth to future infur-
gents, thus incited to build the moft alarming
claims on the encouraged and fuccefsful pracice
of their predeceflors in iniquity, let us coolly and
difpaflionately confider the naked and fimple fad,
whether any real grievance does exift, proceeding
trom the nature of tithes, or from the conduct of
the eftablithed clergy, their farmers or agents,
which may feem to require any great and fub-

ftantial alteration, fo as to change the nature of
| o the
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the property allotted by the civil powers of the

ftate for the fupport of the eftablithed clergy.
~ As to tithes, and the laws by which they
have been eftablithed and regulated; T hold them;
in general, to have been admirably well contrived
for the mainterance of the clergy, and for the eafe
of the {ubject by whom they dre to bé paid.—By
this mode of fubfiftence, the property of the cler-
gyman rifes and falls with that of ‘his parithioners,
and bears, as is moft equitable, a fair proportion tb
the progrefs or declenfion of the country ; in a bad
feafon the farmer, fuffering under the affli®ion of
{canty crops, is mot burdened with the payment
of a fixed, regular, annual fum as his quota fo the
clergyman, but is called upon, at his owh option;
either to pay a fum of money efteemed to be a mo-
derate compenfation for the tenth part of fuch {can-
ty crop; or to fet out to the clergyman, his affignes
or agent, his legal tenth part of the crop; beyond
which no avarice of the clergyman, no manage-
ment of his farmers or proftors, can ever {well the
“amount of fuch tithe—So that, in plentiful years,
the farmer, enjoying the advantage of abundance in
his nine parts, may, without repining, fet out the
other tenth partto his paftor, unlefs he thould prefer
the alternative of purchafing it at the moderate efti-
mated value; and, in a year of {carcity, he pays in a
B2 fair
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fair proportion to the nature of his own diminifhed
profits.—Thus isthe clergyman’s private intereft in-
timately connected with that ofseach of his pa-
rithoners ; "thus is he perfonally coneerned in pro-
moting ameng them habits of fobriety, indufiry
and {kill ; thus is his {piritual connetion with them
ftrengthened by the additional incitements of tem-
poral advantage ; refidence becomes his’intereft,
as it is his duty ; and an ufeful "interchange of

friendly and neighbourly offices forms a fixed habir
of mutual kindnefs and affection,

Suppofe that land were originally affigned to the
clergyman for his maintenance, what would long
fince have been the natural confequence * either
that the clergyman, for the parpofe of attaining a
decent and honourable fupport, mutt be a daily and
hourly drudge on his own farm, muft give up that
attention which he thould pay to the various duties
of his facred fun&ion, and become _immerfed in
all the fordid and illiberal purfuits of vulgar life,
or he muft fee his farm uncultivated, his crops
infufficient to fupport his family, his children un-
educated, himfelf reduced by poverty to mean and
difgraceful purfuits, and, poflibly, his perfon and
profeflion fallen into contempt among all orders of
kis parithioners and neighbours.

Was
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Was it af any time, or is it now, the policy of our
laws or the fpirit of our conflitution, that our
eftablifhed clergy fhould dedicate their whole time
to farming, as a means of {ubfiftence, and thereby
negle¢t all their facred and legal duties, or that, in
adherence to thofe duties, they fhould negle their
temporal concerps, and thus dimini(h the national
produd, deftroy the provifion fet apart for their
families, and for the maintenance of that decent
and temperate hofpitality, without which they muft
{ink into neglect and fcorn ?

But it may be faid that the clergy may manage
their lands by the hands of bailiffs and {ervants,
as the nobility and gentry of the laity often do.

The nobility and gentry may afford to lofe mo-
ney by farming, and yet not be ruined, as muft be
the cafe of the'clergy, whofe whole depend-
ence, in nineteen’ cafes out of twenty, muit arife
from that portion of land appointed for their main-
tenance ;—farming requires the eyc and the hand
of the mafter more than any other employment;
the _preﬁté of it arife generally from an attention
to many difficult pra@ices, and the regular repe-

tition of various operations in a great diver(ity of
combinations ; for thefe, the knowledge, the zeal,

and
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and the diligence of him who is to reap the pto-

fits, are abfolutely neceffary; neither the ability, ™

alertnefs or integrity of fefvants can be relied on
when profit is the object in farming, and, in almof?
all cafes, a gentleman’s farming is confideredas at
leaft unproductive, always highly expenfive, and
often totally ruinous.—=Some men there have
been, ftill are, and I hope always - will be, who
employ the powers afforded them by fortune and
the leifure of honourable retirement, tn rural im-
provements on a large fcale, and by their exam:
Ple, excite a {pirit of induffry among their neigh-

bours and tenants; often greatly advantageous to
their own eftates, and always highly beneficial to
the country ; but this purpofe may be effe@ed,
though the individual nobleman or gentleman may
actually lofe on a fair ftatement of profit and lofs
of thofe fpecial improvements—5e may gain by the
confequences ;—but the ¢legyman who Iofes by his
farming operations, can look to no rémote effeds
for compenfation ; his proceedings may involve
him in immediate ruin, nor can it afford him any
advantage of confolation, as to mere worldly inte-
reft, that the whole country round him may have
adopted - his well grounded though unfucefsful
theory, and happily joiried to it a more tkilful or
more attentive praice.

Thus

- e WY T g
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Thus different as the cafes of the lay-gentleman
and clergyman are in point of aétual farming, leg
us {ee whether they can be puton an equal, or
nearly equal, footing, as to receiving the profits of
 their lands, through the medium of others, I mean
through that of farmers, by a refervation of rents
in money, on leales, as is the long-fettled cuﬂom
of this kingdom.

The layman often has his eftate in his power,
and, in {uch cafes, may make leafes for the longeft
terms, take fines, and, in eonfequence of fuch
power of making long leafes, may obtain imme-
diate high rents, ufually above the prefent value,
as the tenant is affured that, in progrefs of time,
the land, by hig money and induftry, will rife
above the burthen of the rents, and produce a laft-
ing and honourable fupport for his family: Thus
i-s formed that middle race of ‘men from which the
bar, the pulpit, and the public 0ﬁ1ccs are fupplied
~ with their moft dlﬂmguxfhed ornaments ; from this
order the army and navy ufually receive their of-
ficers.—=This clafs (the gentlemen farmers of
this country and of England) and the fubftantial
ycomanry, conftitute the pride and fecurity of -
every free ftate not abfolutely commercial, and
thefe ranks form the firmeft barrier againft the ufur-

pations
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pations of tyranny in the governors, and of licen»
tious anarchy among the governed.

Not placed in thofe high fituations which in-
duce men to affume illegal authority, orto affift
thofe who grafp at defpotifm, thofe who compofe
thefe ufeful orders have no temptations to deftroy
the liberty of their fellow-{ubjects; and to plunge
in the fame gulph their own freedom and inde-
pendence—VYet, fituated far above the mafs of the
people, enjoying a fair proportion of {ufficiently
durable property, and, as frecholders, forming the
broad bafe of our happy conflitution, they have a
tufficient flake in the general intereft 1o urge them
to reprefs violence armed againft law, and to pre-
vent the deftruction of that civil fate of fociety
under which they have procured, and by which

they full mamtam, their properiy and mdcpend-
CHLE

It the clergy ‘had originally received the tenth
or any other given part of the lands of this king-
dom, that portion would not, on a fingle acre of
it, fee fctiled one of this moft ufeful race of men,
norany farmer w hofe induftry and ftock could af-
ford him a reafonable hope of i Improving his for-
tune by the cultivation of the foil, which can alone

take

FARE & 37 R
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take placé when the tenures are certain, and of a
{ufficiently long duration.

But, it may Bé faiici, the landed eftatés of Ire-
land are moftly bound by fettlements, and the leafes
thereon confequently refirained 4s to duration, yet
rich farmers live on them, and, at confiderable ex-
pence, often make great and lafting improvements.

This I freely admit to have fometimes happer-
ed, but it fthould be confidered that thofe fettle-
ments; almoft always, leave the pofleflor of the
eftate a power of leafing for three lives or thirty
one yeats ; that the farmer, taking a leafe for
lives (as was always the café among Proteftant far-
mers, and as is new the general ufage fince the late
relaxation of the Popery laws) chufes them damong
the healthieft of his own children, or thofe of hia
neighbours; and that, in fuch cafe, tlie leafe may
reafonably be expected to continue for more thar
forty years, and foinetimes for fifty, fixty, or even
- feventy ; thatno family fettlement cah bind the
children of the intended marriage fo as to make
them tenants for life ; that, as ténants in tail, they
muft at fome future period; have the power of
opeéning the eftate, of letting new leafes, or renew-
ing the former ; and that this forms a conflant
fource of hope and encouragement in the mind of

R the
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the farmer, who proceeds with vigour in the ima
provement of his ground, partly incited by the
ftrong probability of the long duration of his fub<
{ifting leafe for three lives, and in part by the rea-
fonable prefumption of obtaining a renewal—this
prefumption is built on many circumftances in the
chara&er or fituation of his young and future land-
Tords ; on the honour of fome, if he fhould be found
an honeft and improving tenant; the inattention of
others ; the wants and neceffities of almoft all—
Whatfoever be the motive or caufg of this hope,
the effe& is flill the fame ; the land ‘is improved ;
the tenant or the landiord, and often both, receive
the benefit; and the nation‘at large partakes of the
advantage.

What power of leafing can be given to a cler-
gyman, to whom land is affigned for his {ubfift-
ence, which fhall not prove highly injurious to
the kingdom in general, or hurtful to the interefts
of the fucceflors, and confequently to the eftablith-
ed church?

A power of leafing during ihe incumbency has beén
mentioned by an able and well-meaning writer on
this {ubject, who writes under the fignature of

Theophi’us, as the leaft exceptionable which could
“be devifed, tho’ by no means approved or recom-

mended
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mended by him ; but furely fucha leafe is as none,.
and affords no pofiible incitement to improvement ;-
a clergyman often gets his parifh at an advanced
age, and, iz fuch cafe only, does he remain fixed,
- with any moral certainty, to the end of his days.
Suppofe then that his incumbency and his life
could be conlidered as of equal duration, what far-
mer would lay out meney in lafting and expenflive
improvements on a leafe hanging by fo brittle a
thread ? but, no clergyman, Yyoung or old, is fixed
to his parith ; the duration 6f his incumbency is
moft uncertain ; the power of his patron, his own
merit, his virtues or his vices, and the various oc-
currences of life, may remove him on the flighteft
notice. Where then is the tenure of his farmer, on
which it is {uppofed he fhould lay out his time,
his labour, and his money ¢ Or who is there in
his fenfes, who would confider the duration of fuch
4 leafe as equal to one for five years certain ?

Ler us next confider whether 2 power of leafing
for twenty one years, which has alfo been fuggeft-
ed, will reconcile the intereft of the farmer and
the public with that of the church on this occafion.

A Ieafe for that term, to 'inducc the farmer to lay
out money in improvements for his own and the
national benefit, muft, from the nature of the ef-
tate of the leffor, hold out to the leffee a moral

& cer-
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certainty of regular renewal by the fame incumbent
and his fuccefors, or no improvement can be ex+
pected to follow, for the reafons already aﬁigned
as to other cafes of fhort or very uncertain tenure:

—if, by the wants or avarice of the renewing lef-
{or, fines fhould be taken, and the renewal execut-
ed at the fame rent or one very little advanced,

(which muft be moft frequently 'the‘ cafe, and
~ which no human prudence can effectually prevent)
then the intereft of the fucceflor during the next
twenty-one years muit be very materially affected,
and, in the progrefs of time, perhaps in the fuc:
ceflion of three or four incumbencies, the rents
referved will be found fo inadequate to the real
value of the land, the general. rife in price of all
commodities, and the comparative diminition of
the value of money, that the revenues of the clergy
will be found utterly infufficient for their mere
fupport, and much lefs equal to their fair and ho-
norable maintenance. | ol

If coercive claufes thould be contrived to vacate
leafes made by incumbents at a rent under the im-
proved value, or on which fines fhall be taken;
let thofe converfant in the proceedings of courts of |
law judge how difficult, nay ‘how impofiible, it will
be to induce juries of laymen, who muft be the
fole judges of thofe fa&s, to break fuch leafes

merely
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merely becaufe they have been made againft the
letter or {pirit of {uch claufes as I have mentioned :
At prefent, in cafes between layman and layman,
and where there is no profeffional or party preju-
dice, when family fettlements made on the moft
valuable confiderations limit the power of leafing
in a fimilar manner, the illegal and unjuft execu-
tion of thofe powers muft be proved by the cleareft
and fulleft evidence, and almoft without a contra-
di¢tion from the oppofite party, otherwife the
leafes will be confirmed by the verdict of a jury ;
fuch is the general prejudice againtt all reftraining
covenants of this nature.

It has been alfo mentioned by the fame writer,
Theophilus, that improvements may be made
}vithbt_j; any leafe, and the example of England
been '_i'nci,ted in fupport of this pofition. Let us con-
fider how this can be applied to the cafe of the

clergy.

In England it bas been ufual for the heads of great
families to continue from time to time the occu-
pants of the farms on their eftates, and their pofte-
rity, in poffeffion, with llttle or no rife of rent, and
frequently w:thout any leafe whatfoever. This
was a noble and magnificent conduét, grounded on
the princely ideas of the old feudal fyflem, and

on
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on the clofe and honorable connetion between
landlord and tenant. The pride, the honor, the
dignity and the juftice of the great families were con-
cerned in the maintenance of this {yftem, and while
the Englith Baron lived in the fplendour ¢f rural
magnificence, and his blazing hall was crouded by
agratetul tenantry, his wants were generalfy-fup-
plied from his own eftates ; his paflion for foreign
luxuries and vices did not renderiit neceflary for
him to devife {chemes for racking his tenantry or
raifing his lands to an artificial value ; the tenant
whom he daily faw he loved, and, in him, he lov-
ed his pofterity ; when the capital and the court
drew the noble from his caftle, his thirft for gam-
ing, and his varjous .ether infatiable, artificial
wants produced in his.mind a neglect of that te-
nantry whom he no longer knew ; he confidered
his eftate as his wares and merchandize, and, with
the fpirit of a pedlar, retailed them to the higheft
bidder; this is, net unfrequently, the cafe at pre-
fent in England, but almoft univerfally fo in Ire-
Jand, even among the moft noble and diftinguithed
tamilies. . But what family pride, what thirft for
fplendid and honorable papularity, what ancient
connection of landlord and tenant can induce a fue-
ceffion of neceflitous incumbents to continue the
pofterity of a farmer in the occupancy of his
ground, from age to age, without leafe, when a

much
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much higher rent may be gained by letting it in
the ufual method? Will a feries of re&ors or vi-
cars be found {o romantically generous as to ac in
this manner, or fo opulent as to bear the 16fs with-
“out utter ruin ?>—Or will a fucceffion of farmers be
found fo vifionary as to lay out time, meney, and
labour in improvements, in the fond hope of enjoy-
ing fuch a lafting, though unwritten tenure, as is
poficfied by the temants of the Mawwers, the
Cavenpisugs, the Percys, and the Howarps.

Speculative men have, in writing or converfa-
tion, propofed other plans for the maintenance of
the eftablithed clergy ; of that publithed in a pam-
phlet under the fignature of a beneficed clergyman it is
not neceflary to take motice, as it has been o com-
pletely anfwered and refuted by TuropuiLys,

Some have exprefled a with that the provifion
for the clergy thould'be afcertained in money, from
time to time, by commiffioners, then prefented by
grand juriesy and applotted and levied as county

-charges and prefentments are ar prefent in this
kingdom.

Are we' then fo little acquainted with the nature
of interefted commiffioners, of jobbing grand ju-
ries,.. of venal applotters, of exacting high and
petty conftables, and of the various evils which

fprcad
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{pread through the whole {yftem of grand-jury le
giflatures, and ele&loneermg finance, as to truft
the property and interéfts of our clergy, and cons
fequeritly of our religion, in fuch hands ?~Do wé
fo little know that, among the real griévarices of
the diftreffed peafantry of this countryy thé thame-
ful and prodigal grants of their monéy by the ru-
ral Thanes of their counties to thofe moft abandon-
ed mifcreants, the profefled road-makers, bridge-
makers; and affidavit-men; is oneof the moft cry-
ing and moft notorious? That the modes of ap-
plotment often add to the original burthen ; that
the exactions of the conftables, under the pretence
of a delay of payment, are moft cruel and opprel-
five ; that the difputes dmong the numerous cottier
jointenants of tlie fouthern and weftern parts of
this kingdom, for tlie apportionment of thofe
county charges, afe now exceedingly frequent,
and occafion much animefity and litigation ; that
with the addition of this new burthen, thofe incon-
veniencies would be more widely {pread and multi-
plied, and that a mode of colle@ing money from
the occupants of the foil, now defervedly unpopulat
and hateful, would, in fuch cafe, become tenfold
more grievous and detefted? Or, with a eonvi&tion
that this is the true ftate of the cafe, thall we adopt
a mode highly ruinous to the clergy, whom we ef~ -

teem,
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teem, ot affcct to efteem, and who certainly de-
ferve our efteem; and at the fame time burden-
fome and odious to that body of the people whom
we either wifh or affet to relieve from their pre-
Tent difficulties? It were an ill compliment to the
hearts or the heads of my readers to enlarge fur-
ther on this abfurd and mifchicvous project.

Some have mentioned a rate of two fhillings in
the pound on the rents, or fome other fixed rate
per acre on the value, of the lands of this king-
dom, after a certain deduction for bogs, rivers,
mountains, &c.—The uncertainty, inequality and
injuftice of this fort of commutation muft be ob-
vious—as 1o 7ents, they vary exceedingly, and
feldom are in accord with the real value of the
land; on feveral old leafes not one fifth of the
real prefent value is referved, on fome not one fe-
venth, eighth, or even tenth; two fhillings in the
pound on fuch trifling rents, as the clergyman’s
part would, reduce hLis portion to the feventieth,
eightieth, or_éven one hundredth part of the real
value on riew leafes, fines may be taken, and the
rents lowered, or by collufion it may be rendered
almoft impoffible to afcertain the real rents:—
as to a fixed rate on the value of “the land,
not‘hi'ng'can be more arbitrary or unequal; lands
sife or fall from various caufes, fuch as good

b or
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or bad hufbandry, the demands of foreign and do-
meftic markets, the breaking up for tillage or laying
down to pafture, and an endlefs combination of
other circumftances :(—In the fame county, barony,
parifh, eftate, nay inthe fame farm, the foil is of very
different value ; to impofe an equal rate on every acre
in a province, county, &c. would be unequal and un-
juft ; to apportion the rates fairly and according tothe
relative values,would be a work of the higheft difficul-
ty, amountingnearly to a phyfical impoffibility, and
the attempt would open a thoufand avenues to fraud,
partialities and corruptions of every kind; no man
would be content with the burden which fhould be
Jaid on his own property ; and more confufion,
diftrefs, and difcontent would enfue than the inno-
vators themfelves have ever ventured to impute to

the prefent {yftem.

1f then an original fettlement of land, or of
fpecific fums of money, or of money to be annu-
ally, or at other ftated times, levied and applotted,
or of a fixed rate per pound on the rents, or, per
acre, on the value of the lands, would have been
inadequate, impolitic, burdenfome and unjuit
medcs of eftablifhing a provifion for the clergy of
the church of Ireland, how much more abfurd in

the conception, and difficult in the execution muft
thefe
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thefe or any fimilar {chemes, be at this day, when
the modes of maintenance of the clergy are ground:
ed on the ancient laws of the land, fanQified by
renewals of the legiflature in {uccefiive ages, {uffi-
~ciently clear in themfelyes, but rendered almoit
indifputable by repeated decifions, and of the
leaft poffible vexation to the people ; when a length
of time has wrought theminto the very body of the
religion itfelf, from which they cannot be feparated
without the moft violent convulfion ; ‘when all the
lands in the kingdom are, and have long fince been
granted and occupied, frequently bought and fold
fubject to the known incumbrance of tythes,
bound by various obligations ‘of debts and fettle-
ments, and cannot be devefted from their prefent
pofleflors for any purpofe of commutation without
the greateft degree of individual and national in-
convenience ; when the eftablifhed church, already
comparatively weak in numbers, if weakened in
its influence and property, muft yield to its natural
and profefled enemies ; when any great alteration
-in the fituation of the teachers of a religion is known
to lead naturally to an equal change in the rank
or influence of the religion itfelf ; and that it is
clearly. known and acknowledged that every ma-
terial . change in the national religion produces
highly ufeful, or highly dangerous, variations, in
the civil and political ftate of every country.

D2 When
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When all thefe points occur to the obfervation of
every reflecting, cool and unprejudiced good citi-
zen, will he not {et his face againft any attempted
dangerous innovations, and fay to the infolent,
infidious or unthinking propofers, as did the ba-
rons of old,

¢ Nolumus leges Hiberniz mutari*

But it may be faid by fome that though the na-
ture of the provifion for the clergy may not be
changed, and that tithes fhould be continued, yet,
fuch is the feverity of the laws .now {ubfifting for
their collection, and fo great the exactions of the
clergy, their farmers and proétors, that thofe
laws muft be totally changed, and the condué of
the clergy moft feverely cenfured and reprehended.
—Let us examine briefly the law and the practice
of tithes as now fubfifting generally through the
kingdom; and particularly through Munfter, for,
~ as to little local abufes which creep into all human
inftitutions, no law can guard againft them all in-
dividually by actual provifions. '

The general law of tithes, ¢oeval here with the
full eftablithment of Chriftianity, in this kingdom,
and, in England, little pofterior to its fettlement
in that country, ordains that the tenth part of the
fruit or lawful increafe of the earth, of beafls, or

of
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of men’s labours be given to the minifters of the
gofpel in recompence for their attending their . of-
fices. And this law is now the law of the land,
extending through the whole kingdom, unlefs
where old and undifputed local cuftoms, ancient
compofitions called Modufes, and particular ex~
_emptions derived from original grants or tenures
from the crown or of fome old abbey and church-
lands, may form fome [pecial exceptions.

This univerfal law of the primitive Chriftian
church, -now part of -the common law of the land,
has been acknowledged, confirmed and guarded
by feveral a‘ls of parliament. The writer of thefe
confiderations, much as he refpects the clergy and
the eftablithed religion,. will look for no more fa-
cred origin for their rights and privileges in this
kingdom than the known laws of the ftate ; it is
not now neceflary to debate whether tithes were
originally of divine inflitution, and, as fuch, were
early ingrafied into the {yftem of the Chriftian
church, and confequently adopted by the feverat
nations of Europe as they were fucceflively en-
lightenéd by the rays of the gofpel ; it is {ufficient,
for the purpofes of fair argument and difcuffion,
that .they are founded on the laws of the land,
and intimately connected with various parts of our

civil
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civil polity and temporal eftablithments ;—they
have, by the laws enated in the reign of Henry
VIII. formed a very confiderable part of the pro=
perty of féveral lay families; above one-third of
the tithes of the kingdom is impropriate, and con-
fequently not in pofleflion of the clergy; this con-
fiderable portion of tithes has heen' frequently
fold, incumbered, fettled, and, in every other re-
fped, treated as land or any other temporal pro-
perty ; it is recoverable (as tithesare in their na-
ture) by ejeétment and other civil a&ions, and is,
at this inftant, in fuch various fituations, portions,
eftates and limitations in the refpeétive families to
which it belongs, as not to'admit of any alteration
without the utmoft general confufion, nor to be-
come, in any degree, an obje&t for commutation or
compenfation. '

The laws enated here from time to time on this
fubje@, of which fome are cited in the margin,
fhow the moft {crupulous attention in the legifla-
ture to confirm the rights of the clergy to facili-
tate the means of recovering their juft dues, and,
in the cafe of litigation, to procure juftice for the
party injured in the thorteft poffible time, and with
the leaft poffible expence. The occupant of
the land, who, in almoft all tithe-caufes, is

ne-
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neceflarily the impugnant or defendant, has the
benefit of the oath of the promovent or plainuff,
whether he be the clergyman, his farmer or proc-
tor ; and the ecclefiaftical court is, by the exprefs
words of the ftatute, conflituted a court of equity
for that purpofe, and for the benefit of the de-
fendant, By thofe laws the proceedings are ren-
dered fummary, the delays and forms ufual in all
other courts are cut off, and the judges are ex-
prefly directed “ to receive fuch proofs as fhall be
““ offered, and finally to hear and determine fuch
‘¢ caufes in the moft fummary manner, without
““ any regard to the formality of proceedings,
‘¢ and regarding only the juftice of the cafe.”
And all this without the exaction of the flighteft
fee on any pretence whatfeever, and with a limi-
tation of cofts to the fum of one pound fix fhil-
lings and eight pence.

In England, from whence we happily derive
our prefent civil and ecclefiaftical conftitution, va-

- riousacts have been made for this purpofe; among

thefe ftawtes thofe of the 2d and 3d Edward VI.
cap. 13. and 7th and 8th Wm. III. cap. 6. are, I
think, the moft extenfive and effectual, pointing
out clear and expeditious methods of enabling the
clergy to colle¢t their acknowledged rights, and

guarding
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guarding the property of the church by the ftrorg

arm of the civil power.

What then has the econduét of the clergy of the
church of Ireland been in relation to their allotted
maintenance, which fhould induce the legiflature
to alter its nature, to diminifh its produét, to pre-
vent its future increafe, and confequently” reftrain
the extenfion of the doctrine and difcipline of the
eftablifhed church, to'caufe the moft grievous ap-
prehenfions to the friends of the prefent civil and
ecclefiaftical conftitution, and to 'incite and ani-
mate the dangerous hopes and pernicious zeal of
its now armed and moft deteymined enemies ?

The clergy of Ireland, juftified by law in de-
manding and taking the tenth of all predial and
mixed produts of the earth.and of cattle, and of
the clear profits of ali trades and induftry, have,
in all parts of the kingdom, either declin’d to de-
mand, or been unjuftly deprived of the tithes of
a great number of thofe articles to which they are
by law entitled; perfonal tithes, one great com-
ponent.part-of the revenues of the ancient Chriftian
clergy, are now, in practice, unknown in Ire-
land by the moderation of the prefent élergy;
many products of the earth and of animals, tithe-
able ‘in their own nature of common right, and

tithe-
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tithéable by the modera daily pradice of England,
are never demanded, either in kind or by coms-
pofition, in Ireland ; an Englith tithing-table con-
tains almoft every article of the longef! feedfman’s
catalogue, and ‘many produ@s of an animal’ na-
tare’; it includes every thing which' grows in fields
or in-gardens, evén green-houfe plams and pine-
apples’; woods uader twenty years-growth, and
evén aneierit woods; if of a fpecies niot ufually de-
nominated timber, Ehomi')'z,"ﬁfh, rabbits, eggs, fruits,
beans, peas, mills, orchards, and numerous other
articles, are datly tithed i kind' through all Eng~
land ; agiftment 6f cattle forms a great part of the
Englith clergyman’s income ; heré thofe {everal
articles, and many moére, afe abfolutely unproduc-
tive to the Irifh clergyman; and, of the benefit of
the agiﬂmcnt-’tithe"hé‘ has ‘for a long time been
moft impolitically deprwed in the moft extraordi-
nary and unconftitutional maner. »

- Thaus reftrained by t“lhei‘r' Ijneicampled modera-
~tion; to a legal demand’ of - one-tznth of corn, po-
tatoes, flax and meadow, the Proteftant clergyman
is fettted in“the remote parts’ of Munfter or Con-

naught; among people' who, in general, hate him

.a-Vid.“ Somé obfervations on agi&m'ent'tithc in the Appen-
(H'X, Nd; 3" .
p E for
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for his religious profeffion, and from whom he car
expect little favour at any time, and fometimes not
common juflice; in fucha fituation the clergyman,
ufually unconnected and unfupported in: the conn-
try, unprovided with fervants, utenfils of huf-
- bandry, barns ot other conveniencies, can never
be {fuppofed willing to draw his tithe in kind, and
muft therefore fet it at a moderate value, and
ufually to the- occupant of the foil, who, from
conyiguity and various other circumftances, can
become the purchafer at the greatcft poffible ad-
vantage. At the regular feafon: tlie tithes of the
parifh are, farm by farm, and each fpecies of crop
by itfelf,. viewed and wvalued by two intelligent
perlons, and,. almeft always, very confiderahly
under the ‘value; the: preference of the tithe of
each farm is offered to the occupant :—If, from an-
idea of its being eftimated too high, from having
already a redundancy of the feveral fpecies. of
crops, or from any other motive; the occupant
fhould not be. inclined to become the purchafer,
then it is commonly bought by fome tradefman:of
the neighbouring villages, or. by fome little farmer
or cottager, whofe own crops happen not to be fuf-
ficient for the annual mdintenance of his family,:
and the occupant of the farm fuffers no wrong in
any cafe, as, by no pofﬁblhty, can more than the
tenth of his crop be removed from the ground.

| The:
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The <lergyman, his farmer, or agent, ufually
lies at the mercy of the occupant, who, by giving
the legal notices of fetting out. his tithe at times
which he knows muft be inconvenient to the per-
{on entitled to draw it, can always command the
market on his own terms; and thus he commonly
purchafes his tithe by the acre or in grofs, at
twelve months credit, and on his fingle note, at a
rate feldom exceeding the one-half, often not
amounting to the one-fourth or one-eighth of the
real value.

This will appear from the following calculation,
which I have procured from thofe whofe expe-
rience, intelligence, and integrity render them
 the beft and the moft impartial judges of this part
of the fubject. ;

E 2 | Tbé
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Full value of an
acre, plantation

meafure.

Real value of

The land in many B:m of the .counties of
Tipperary and Limericksand elfewhere,bro-
ken up for potatoes, infingle fields, for two
craps, is generally rented at from five. to
feven guineas per plantation aere each year,:
and a good crop is moderately efiimated at
from 15l. to.20l. per acre, e -

‘An dcre of wheat is fuppofed to be s.o:vw

from q_ to 12l exclufive of the firaw,

An acre of barley and bere is Eo:?boa 6l.
" to 8L, exclufive of the ftraw,,

b:mnqmomoﬁmaéo:rmoa m_ 8 m W
exclufive of the'firaw, -

An acre of Meadow, fuppofing itto vnomcoa
from 2 to 3 tons, at 3os.per ton,

An acre of flax is computed from 6l. to 1 orw

N. B. Five plantation acres are

k
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“The rates for which the clergy fell their tithes

i
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in general in the province of Munfter.

“Thetithesof the beftdcre of potatoes is ufual«

ly fold for 10s. and tn:general for 8s. fre«
quently for 7s. 6s. and very often for gs.. ..

This is {old ufually at 6s. 7s. and ss.
This is fold generally for 8s. or thereabout.

6 Shillings is the ufual price.demanded, of-
ten §s. .

s..6d. and3s. the ufual prices ; for the beft

3. 6d. is fometimes demanded.

rom 2s. to 3s. are -the'ufual prices, - N. B
No agiftment is vm:._ here as in England.

The tithe of the beft acre is generally fold
for &s.——6s, is the common ?._nnu and 5s.
mﬂmmcmuﬁq is given,

equal to eight Englifh acres.
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In fome parts of Munfter, particularly in the
county of Cork, the White-boys, by notices pofted
on-their chapel doors, and regularly {ferved on the
houfes of the clergy, afcertained the limits which
they . were determined not to exceed for their
tithes—They varied in different parts ot the coun-
try, but the followin‘g were, nearly the ave;agc
rates per acre, plantation meafure :

Potatoes, Wheat, = Barley, Oats, Meadow, Flax,

X o 6d. 3. }s.6d, S o

Thus, thofe impartial Jegiflators have by their
armed authorily reduced, in feveral places, the
price of tithes to a mere nothing as to certain pro-
dudts, and, as to others, to the one-fourth, one-
fixth, and even the ope-ninth of their real value,
and fome timid or diftrefled clergymen were in-
duced by the _thr'ea_ts" of thofe furious and merci-
lefs men, by the perfuafions of falfe friends, or
by their own poverty, and the prefling demands of
large families, to gccede to thefe moft unjuft pro-
pofitions—however, in many of the parifhes where
 thofe accommodations had taken place, the con-
fcientious CapTaIN RiguT and his honeft myr-
midons have broken: through their agreements,
forced the tithe notes from the clergy or their
agents, and now retain the whole tenth, without
any intention of offering the ﬂlghteft tetrnbuuon

10 the legal proprietors.
The
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The enemies of the prefent ecclefiaftical fyftem

have, with equal induftry and malignity, filhed
for information of the feverity or feeimg exaét-

ons of individual clergymen through every corner
of the kingdom ; through the indiftinét murmurs
of many unfpecified charges, I have not been able
to hear of more than one precife accufdtion at-
tempted to be brought home. The conduét of a
clergyman is moft grievoufly cenfured, who, as is
alledged, forced from one of his. parithioners, by
fraud and litigation, a large futn, at the rate of 32s.
per acre for the tithe of potatoes, Béing four, five
or {ix times more than the current rate of the
country.—The cafe I allude to, I fhall ftate fully
and fairly, from the moft authentic information,
and {hall mention the names of the parties, as a
proof that I think myfelf perfetly well grounded
in my aflertions, and do not dread contradicion.

The Rev. Mr. Hare, vicar-general of the diocefe
of Cafhel, at the regular time in autumn, 1780, got
ihe crops of his parifh of Ballyfheehane viewed and
valued by two fufficient perfons ; this is the fettled
and neceflary pracice, as, in the cafe of fubtracti-

on of tithes, there is no poflibility of recovering |

the value but by the evidence of two competent

witnefles, who have carefully valued the crops,

while
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while growing and nearly advanced to maturity ;
thofe eftimators judged that the farm of Garrape,
occupied by Mrs. Strang, would produce fuch a
number of barrels of potatoes, barley and oats,
and tuns of hay, that Mr. Hare’s moicty of the
'tithe, eftimated at the then low rates of that
neighbourhoed, would amount to 331, 15. 2d. When
their report was prefented to Mr. Hare, he in per-
fon, went to the houfe of Mrs. Strang, to offer her
the tithe at any valuation fhe ‘herfelf fhould be
willing to puton it, though it.were even fo low
as the one-third of the eftimated value; Mrs.
Stran'g not being at home, her agent told Mr. Hare
that no compofition would be made with him, and
that he abfolutely Jbould get nothing. for bis tithes, un-
lefs be immegdiately “made Mrs. Strang a leafe of
the tithes—On Mr. Hare’s refufal to make fuch
leafe, the whole tithes of this farm of Garrane
were then fubﬁraﬂed and Mr. Hare, finding it
inpoflible ‘to obtain his right without recurring to
Iaw, lrbclled for the value of histithes in the ipiri-
~1nal court though not. till the fucceeding fpring, as
he mfhed to give l\irs Strang the fulleft pofiible
time to offcr and make compenfation for the tithes
fo fub{tra&cd.-Coples of Mr. Hare’s petition,
containing the nature and amount of hjg feveral

charges, were regularly feryed on Mrs. Strang, at

leaft
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leaft thirty days before the appointed day of trial,
as the law dire@s; the caufe was not heard till the
ninth of July, when, thoughMrs Strang emp10yed
a proctor to defend the fuit, no evidence was gIVcn
on her part that fhe had, by herfelf or by any other
perfor, madeé any propofal for a ¢ompofition for
her tithe, nor was any feftimony off'efdéd on her
part to rebut the evidence of value arid fubftrai-
on given on the part of Mr. Hare.

Clear proof having been made' of the value of the
fubfiracted tithes, by the oaths of the two' view-
ers and eftimators, the ecclefiaftical judge, in the
prefence of Mrs. Strang’s 'proctor (who attended
alfo at the examination of the witneffes) gave judg-
ment for Mr. Hare; to recover from Mrs. Strang
the fum of 33l 1s. 4d. being the fworn value of
the tithe {ubfira@led ; this the law ablolutely di-
rects him to do; there was no contrariety of evi-
dence as to the fa&ts, as there certainly would have
been had Mrs. Strang’s proctor been able to deny
the allegations ‘of Mr. Hare; the judge was, of
courfe, bound to take ““ pro confeflo ¢t conceflo,”
the only proof which was laid before him.

An appeal was then lodged, and, the due time
for proceeding on fuch appeal having ‘clapfed,
without
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without any fleps having been taken therein, the

decree of the fpiritual court was of courfe valid,

and a motion iffued accordingly for 33l. 1s. 4d
the fum decreed.

Mr. Hare, fupported by this fentence of the
law, and having it in his power to recover and le-
vy the full amount of the decree in his favour,
evinced his moderation in the cleareft manner by
accepting the fum of 1cl. inftead of 33l 18, 4d.
the fum decreed ; with which inftance of his difin-
tereftednefs, and his general good conduét through
the whole proceedings, Mrs. Strang expreﬂ'pd her
entire {fatisfaction, though many attempts were
made by the enemies of Mr. Hare, to mifreprefent
the cafe; and to blacken his character in the moft

fharneful and malu;xous maunner,
T

B

Thls, will clearly appcar by laying before tl
puBlt’@Mrs. Strang’sftate of this bufinefs, as it ap-
pegsm;her an.,.words, in the following attefla-

tlo e 'y ;..,
wi N
“ MANY. falfe and injurious: reports having
o beeﬁ,@pl’f induftrioufly propagated, relative to
. thgﬂ’ -demands. inade on me by the reverend Mr.
‘e %?rc, in' the year 1780, for tithe, to remove the

:ffeCts of fuch malevolent milreprefentations, |
F “ think
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think it but juft to declare that the reverend Mry
Hare offered to let me have my tithes for any
thing 1 pleafed to give him for them, but, by
the improper conduct of my agent, who declar-
ed (without any directions from me) that unlefs
Mr. Hare gave a leafe, he thould  get. nothing,
Mr. Hare fued me for the full value. . And after
he had obtained a decree againft me, he relin-
quifhed all advantage from it, and let me have
for 10ol. tithes which he had proved in court to
be worth 331,

“¢ Mr. Hare receives only half the tithes in the
eaftern divifion of the parith of Ballyfheehan,
and my tenants acknowledge themfelves well
pleafed with his charges.

‘“ I make and {ubfcribe this declaration in vindi-
cation of Mr. Hare’s chara&er,

“MARY STRANG.”
#¢ Ofioker, 1786,

I have made enquiries not only into the. nature

of this particular cafe, but alfo as to the general
charader of the parties, and have every reafon to
be affured that Mrs. Strang manages a very exten-
five property with the greateft kill, prudence, and

PTO-



€' 43 )

propriety, and with the beft pofiible private cha-
racter, though, in this bufinefs, mifled by the mif-
management or miftake of her agent; and that Mr.
Hare has been long remarkable for his learning,
hofpitality, charity, and other valuable qualities ;
that he has fome enemies, whom he has made {uch
by an open freedom of {peech and action in de-
fenee of the legal, civil, and religious eftablifh=
ments of his country, and that his * property has
frequently fuffered, and even his life been more
than once endangered, in confequence of his manly
and vigorous exertions to reftore peace and order
to that part of the country in which he refides.
May IreLanD fee many fuch citizens arife in the
active defence of her laws and cenftitution !

So little then is there the dppearance of a real
grievance {uffered by the peafantry of this country
from the clergy, that on the fulleft proof, it can
be demonftrated that ecclefiaftical dues of every
kind are much more moderately levied here than in
the fifter kingdom, where, neverthelefs, that {pecies
of property is as eafily maintained and received as
rents orany other income whatfoever ; and that
the clergy of this kingdom or their reprefentatives

~* Vid. the circumftances here hinted at; more fully ftated in
the appendix,
' F 3 feldoem

L}
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feldom receive more than one-third of their legal
property, and fometimes not one-fourth or evem
one-fifth. What then are the real caufes of the
prefent difcontents of the lower orders of the peo-
ple in Munfter? Are they of their own original
difcovery, or have they been taught to'look for
them, to feel them, and to marl their fenfe of
them in lines of blood and devaftation ¥ Have they
been artfully incited to turn away their eyes from
the frue fources of their poverty and diftrefs, to
look for imaginary evils, and combat wareal oppref-
fion ? or is there fomewhat, ftill more dangerous,
lying hid and unknown even to the actual perpe-
trators of thofe hovrid crimes which fhock the ear
of humanity ? Have thofé whofe councils guide,
whofe influence proteéls, and whofe zeal infpires
the motions of this body;, conceived the deep-laid
fcheme of annihilating the eflablifhed religion, con-
founding all orders of the ftate, and raifing: for
themfelves out of the wreck of the conftitution, as
out of Cuaos,new property, new power, and per~
haps a¢tual rule and dominion ? Such were the af-
piring ‘hopes .of CaTiLiNg, a man of dignified
birth ‘and {plendid connections. Such illuftrious
patricides were the Fresques of Genoa, the T1e-
roLos of Venice, the Essexes and the FA1rFaxzes
of England, and many others of birth and fortune,
who, urged by perfonal refentment or political
ambition,
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ambition, by private avarice, by a general and
difinterefted love of injuftice, and a glorious zeal
for uprear and confufion, rifked themfelves, their
families, and their fortunes in virtuous attempts to
overturn the peace and the liberties of their coun-
try. Not the Jack Capes, the WaT TyLERs,
and the MasaniELLos alone, men of obfcure birth
and plebeian manners and fortunes, have had the
happinefs of laying nations in the duft, and hum-
bling the pride of nobles and of monarchs; fome,
of higher orders, have diftinguifhed themfelves in
the reformation of their country, by overturning
her firmeft ordinances and eftablifhments from their
very foundations. Can IRELAND 7w boaft of any
man or number of men of the higher or middle
orders of life, fired with this god-like ambition,
and defirous of emulating the deed of that ancient
patriot who eternized his name by the deftrution of
the Temple of Ephefus? This it is not in my
power to pronounce with certainty ;—anxious as I
am that my native country fhould fnatch a praife

¢« Above all Greek, above all Roman fame,”

vet I have not prefumption enough to adorn her
brows with this {prig of civic wreath, or to pro-
nounce any nobleman or gentleman of Ireland,
on the mere credit of public report, worthy

of
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of being raifed fo this higheft pinnacle of glory,
and ranked by an admiring world in the temple of
fame, with the patriotic CAT1LINE, afld the high-
minded HERoSTRATUS.

Let us however attempt to trace the hiftory of
the prefent difturbances, and to aflign fome caufes
for their alarming extent, and the‘want of fuccefls
of thofe endeavours which have been unfed for their
fuppreffion by the interpofition of government,
by the exertions of magiftracy, by'the vigour of
the military, or by any other means hitherto de=
* vifed for that purpofe.

It is an unfortunate truth that the ftate of tlie
peafantry of the fouth of Ireland is wretched in the
extreme. Want of capitals to work their little farms
to the greateft advantage; want of employment, as
labourers for the gentlemen of the country, the
greater part of whom are too hofpitable, too much
addicted to the bottle, and, confequently, often too
indigent, to find either time, inclination or money
for rural improvements; the great deartiefs of land
lettin {mall portions for the cultivation of potatoes,
the neceffary, and indeed the only food of the lower
orders of the people;—all thefe and many fimilar
caufes produce a dreadful degree of poverty among

the
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the cottier tenants in Munfter. Tt is the bounden
duty of the men of landed property to prevent or
alleviate thofe diftrefles by all poflible means; but,
moft unfortunately, many of the principal noble-
men and gentlemen of Ireland do not refide on their
eftates, and are therefore infenfible to the diftrefics
which they do not fee, and to which they therefore
flatter themfelves that they do not adminifter any
occafion. Many of the refident gentlemen, unwil-
ling to diminifh their incomes, toreftrain their plea-
fures, or to acknowledge the juftnefs of thofe com-
plaints which they are not difpofed to remove,
fhewed a difpofition, if not hoftile, at leaft not very
friendly, to the rights of the eftablithed clergy, and,
a¢ all times, and on all occafions, endeavoured to
lefTen that reverence which all men, and more efpe-
cially thofe of the lower clafs, fhould be taught to
entertain for the funétions, properties and perfons
of the minifters of religion. The precepts and ex-
amples of fuperiors' have a moft powerful influence
and controul over the condu&t of the iuferioré,
- whofe paffionsare eafily inflamed, and whofe igno-
rance will not permit them to fee the artifices of
thofe who lead them on to ruin.  Grievances were
pointed out which had no exiftence, or which, if
exifting, might eafily have been removed by an eafy
appeal to the known and written laws of the land ;
but a furer method was pointed out by which

the
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the great purpofe might be effefted, and the
confederated oppofers of the clergy be kept with-
out the pale of fevere or capital punifhment.——
The epicT was iffued by Carrain Rigur, that,
at every Popifh chapel, oaths thould be admi-
niftered to every parithioner not to take tithes
but under certain very unjuft, illegal and impracti-
cable regulations ; thus binding the con{ciences of
the few by the power of fuperftition, and giving to
the many an excufe for committing that injuftice to
which they were already bat too well difpofed—
Orders were publithed that the fworn parith thould
fwear the next, and fo on progrefiively, that the
circle of combination fhould fpread rapidly through
the whole country, and the ruin of the clergy be-
come univerfal and inevitable.

At this time no vielence was committed, no noc-
turnal meetings were holden, no arms wrefted from
the houfes and perfons of Proteftants, no a&t of
grofs outrage alarmed the really honeft yeomanry,
- the gentry,- or the magifiracy; the indolence of
fome rendered them heedlefs, and many, not fore-
fecing the confcquences, foolifhly thought that
they themfelves might, with impunity and” a fafe
conftience, reap fome benefit by a diminution of
the 'property of the clergy.

Thus
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Thus the mifthief crept on and {pread far around,
to the very fhores of the Atlantic, like the Typroy
in the Indian feas, which at firft appears as a fmall
fpc‘ck in the weft, level with the horizon, then
- gradually rifes to the zenith, and covers the whole
ocean with lighthings, ftorms, and devaftation.

While this cautivus method of fwearing the in-
habitants of the feveral ‘parifhes to combine againft
the clergy and the ‘laws, was' thius feeretly and, in
appearance, effectually undetmining the conflitu-
tion, fome men were found, among the inf urgents,
of lefs prudence and more a&tive {pirits than thofe
weighty, cool and fpecious men, fome of whom
had, by their cunning planned, and fome, by their
dignified {ituation, fu'pported, the original diftur-
bances in the country ;==the aftors in the trégedy
became regardlefs 6f the cue of their refpe@able
prompiers, and were hurried on by that favage im-
petuofity which ‘characterizes the lower orders of
the native [rith.—Private revenge was often grati-
fied in the moft dreadfyl manner under pretence
of redreffing public grievances ;—armed parties
marched in the dead: hours of night, from houfe to
houfe, collecting fire-armsg from the Proteftants by
menaces, by force, and fometimes by torture ; ex-
acting heavy contributions from all deferiptions of

i G men’
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men tor the purchale of ammunition, and for the
better general fupport of the common caufe ; burn,
ing the tithes of the clergy, the haggards of fuch
farmers as had dared to comply with the laws, and
threatening to deftroy the houfes of the clergy,
and of thofe few magiftrates who had taken the
alarm, and meditated an active oppofition to their
Some. who had been farmers or

proceedings.
agents of the clergy were torn from their wives and
families, expofed to new and moft .grievous tor-
tures, and often buried alive in graves dug in the
point of meeting of the moft public roads ;—thofe
graves were lined with. black-thorn bufhes and
brambles, and, by an edict of thofe merciful re-
formers, no man was, under pain of a {fimilar pu-
nithment, to attempt the relief of the unhappy fuf-
ferers, within fome given and limitted time. Some
fuch graves has the writer of thefe lines feen long
open on the high. roads within two and three miles
of the great and opulent city of Corke, to the utter
{candal and difgrace of the gentry and magiftracy
of that city and of the neighbouring country.

Thefe violences, however, produced fome good
effe@s ; fome men of property and honourable
and independent principles, faw the necefiity of
oppofing fuch outrages; and fome magiftrates

(though
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(though few) at the rifk of their lives and proper-
ties, nobly dared to exert the powersof the law
againft the infurgents ; among thefe 1 .am proud
to mark the diftinguifhed zeal, the intrepid firm-
- nefs, and the well dire&ed conduét of Mr. MANNIX,
a magiftrate of the county of Corke, who 'very
early faw the tendency and probable confequences
of thofe proceedings, and 6ppofed thém with vi-
gour, ‘perfeverance and ‘effeét ; not deterred by
menaces againft his habitation, property and per-
fon, nor infected by the ufudlly contagious fupine-
nefs of his fellow magiftrates, hé ftood forth the
fearlefs corre@or of Tawlefs ‘violence, the adive
and ufeful friend of the ‘pérfecuted clergy, the
fleady and uniform fupporter of the laws and the
conftitution. -

Mr. Hamiuron. Cox of Dunmanway, has allb
proved himfelf-an active, intelligent, and - ufeful
magiftrate throughithe whole' courfe of thofe diftur-
bances ; thesweflern parts of the county'of Corke
felt the moftbencficial effedts from his fpirited ex-
‘ertions to reflore pubhc peade and tranquillity.

T Ok BOU0S

During” Mr. Mannix’s late neceffary abfence
from the county of Corke, Mr. PuxLey of Crofs-
'haven, fu‘pphed hlS phce, received informations

SR T .2 againft
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againft thofe infurgents, iflued warrants againft
them, and, in other refpects, ftood forth asanactive
magiftrate, when many. others thrunk from theig
duty, as from a fervice of dangeri—Mr. Pu'xlq:-y
left his own refidence, where the country was in
quiet by his influence and e)'(t:rtions, and took his
ftation at CorxkE, in the center of the difturbed
parifthes, that he may have it in his power to render
the more effeCual fervice to the real interefts of
the country.

In addition to the ufcful and honorable labours
of thefe magiftrates, thus called forth by the out-
rages of the White-boys, another good effect was,
that the executive power, ever anxious to maintain
the peaéc and good order-of the kingdom, fent
into the difturbed counties 4 conﬁderable_ military
force under the eammand of an acive and able
general, to ald and invigorate the civil power, in
fupprefling thofe violent and difgraceful proceed-
ings.. Many.of the offenders were accordingly
apprehended s the White-boy parties were fre-
quently: fusprized, attacked and dilperfed; and a
temporar)} calm {ucceeded to the former devafia-
tions,

Government, in commuance of us mqﬁ earneft
good withes to reftore tranquxlhty to the country,

dlrc&ed
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directed a legal profecution of the offenders, at a
very confiderable public expence ; but, futh were
the powers of influence and proteétion, the efforts
of bribery and intimidity on the conduct of profecu-
“tors and witnefles, and the blind and miftaken
mercy of jurors, that, on the whole Munfter cir-
euit, where many White-boys were capitally tried,
moft of whom were notorioufly guilty, yet only
two were convicted.

The fubtle and defigning fupperters of the ori-
ginal plan exerted their influence to the utmoft in
defence of their unfortunate waffals and difciples,
and fucceeded but too well on the occafion.

It was confidently promifed by the known fa-
vourers of the infurgents that, -after the afiizes,
peace fhould be reftored, and that the opprefled
and injured peafantry, as they were called, thould
lay down their arms, and {ubmit their diftrefles in
- alegal and dutiful manner to the confiderdtion of
“the legiflature,from which alone they could ex pect
effeCtualirelief. = Thofe who then promifed had
engaged for more than was within/their power, or,
perbaps,swithin their inclination, to perform. ‘In
a very fhort time the ftandard of rebellion was
again, difplayed, and, in open day-light, again

;.

waved
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waved over the country ;—her forces were agam
levied, regimented, and, in fome degree, regularly
difcliplined ;—the fame/dcenes of rapine, burnings
and murder were renewed with additional circutn-
ftances of horror ;——the perfons and propertics of
the very few magiftrates, and fuch othersas had
hown themfelves friends to the laws of their coun-
try, were threatened, and fometimes attacked ;—
the habitations of many clergynien, the moft re-
markable for charity, a benevolent attention to the
poor ‘in the hours of forrow and difeafe, and the
utmoft moderation in the collection of their legal
rights, were in perpétual danger, though armed
guards -were, -at-a confidefable’ expence, kept' for
the protection of fome “of them ;—the very pro-
teftant churches 'wére not always fecure; that of
Glanmire in particular was threatened to be burnt,
though in the vicinity of the city of Corke, and
in ‘the center of a’ populous and proteftant neigh-
bourhood ; this'audacious menace would probably
“have beea put in’execution, if Mr. Mannix had
not exerted his ufual firmnefs oa the occafion, and -
effe@ually featteréd that force which was intended
by Captain Right for that very daring fervice.——
Thofe who had profecuted at the former; or who
“were'bount over to profecute” at the enfuing’ af-
fizee, were peculiarly marked as the objeéts of
Ry /- popular
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popular refentment *; ‘one of thefe unhappy men,
who had long before been maimed and disfigured
by the White-boys for having {poken difre(pe&ful-
ly of their proceedings, was again torn fromy the

‘bed of his difconfolate and fupplicating wife, and,

in the midft of his affrighted infants, maflacred
with circumftances of unexampled horrer and
barbarity. . |

Are thefe things fo ?—The voice of fame is too
loud, the faéts are too near and too recent, and
the proofs too pregnant and too numerous to ad-
mit of ‘contradiction.

Whatfoever then be the cAuses of thefe diftur-
bances, whether the peafantry be in themfelves
really irritated againft the clergy and the church,
or artfully mifled by cool and defigning men, whofe
diflike to all religion or particular hatred to that
eftablifhed, prompis them to arm the hands of the
multitude for-ts overthirow, or whether there lurks

‘in fecret a fettled purpofe gradually to overturn all

the orders of ' the flate, and to begin with that
which, in-thefe days of religious indifference, has
the feweﬁ proteﬂors, the EFrECTS are certainly

the
Pk

* James Dunn, near Urlingford.
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the fame, and all ranks of men afe now called
upon, when the magnitude of the evilis apparent,

to exert their utmoft endeavours to flop the growth
of the contagion. :

It was clearly the atm and policy of the ‘inter-
nal cabinet of the white-boy republicito fpread the
mifchief of combination by oath through the whole
kingdom, that thus the lower orders of the Roman
Catholics may become fworm. confederates in the
general caufe of confufion and fedivion ; and thig
dangerous fcheme would probably have had its
full effe&t, had not the wife, manly, and vigorous
fpirit of the King’s and Queen’s counties, and that
of Galway, all bordering on Muntter, been roufed,
and by the union and firmnefs of the men of pro-
perty and influence, the armed invaders been in
time repulfed and defeated. What has thus re-
tarded the progrefs of the evil, is one of the beft re-
medies for its toral Juppreffion ; from fuch a zea-
lous, active, and enlightened co-operation of the
gentlemen of property, connection, power and in
Munfler, much may be expected towards the final
extirpation” of this baneful and poifonous weed
which'now overruns that fruitful and delightful
country. Let the landlords, now feeing the ge-
meral danger, which had hitherto been artfully

kept
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kept from their view, ufe their influence over their
tenantry to feparate them from the herd of the re-
bellious ; let the magiftrates fhake off their indo-
lence or timidity, and firmly unite in the vigorous
execution of the laws, without which their pof-
feffions, their honourd, and all thofe diftin@ions
in life which feparate them from the dregs of the

people, muft be {wept away into the gulph of uni-
verfal ruin.

Let the executive and legiflative powers unite in
direQing and inforcing the maintenance of the pre-
fent laws, in 'diﬁu'ming the moft illegally and dan-
géroufly armed peafantry (of the Roman Catholic
religion, and in firengthening the hands of the civil
power by further regulations, if, on full proof and
fair debate, they fhould be found neceffary,

- Let juftice bedone to the injured clergy, and an
adequate compenfation made to them for the loffes
they have fuftained by the outrages of the white
boys in their propertics and incomes: let this be fo
managed that the burden of this act of juftice fhall
fall on thofe who have offended, and confequently
on the’ parithes where the injuries were commit
ted; the inhabitants of thofe parifhes were either
the principally guilty perfons, or the confederates
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of thofe who were, or, by not appofing the infur-
gents, contributed materially to the progrefs of the
evil; thus the cottier tenants, whp compofe the
bulk of the Munfter parifhes, and their encourag-
ing, orat leaft acquiefcing, landlords, will be con-
- vinced that, by an illegal affempt to remove a flight
burden, they only bring on tbemfeh €s a4 more
heavy incumbrance, and that every reﬁﬂance of
the law muft be corrected by every eﬁ'e&ual rnode
of punifhment. The fpirit of the laws of the w1fe
and good Alfred will be revived, by which every
man through the whole kingdom was immediately,
in perfon and in property, interefted in the condué}
of his neighbours of the fame decennary, hamlet,
parith, and hundred, and the felf-intereft of eacli
individual was a fufficient incentive to him to exert
his beft enceavours for the maintenance of general
order and tranqmlhty

Let thofe who have the appointment of magi-
firates ufe double vigilance that honeft, able, and
independent men be’ chofen for that order ; if that
clafs fhall be permltted to fall into general con-
tempt, and that the execution of the laws in the
diftant counties, far removed from the fupreme
courts and the eye of government be intrufted to
the i ignorant, t_h\e fordld, the timid, the profligate,

or
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or tf)é neceflitous, the Jaws themfelves will be defpi (ed,
abhorred, and at length oppofed, and univer{al
fuin muft enfue.

In the days of reftored peace, the TRUE PATRIOT
LecissaToR (and fuch we hope there are) will,
with an humane and difcerning eye, look into the
real grievances of the peafantry of this country,
and relieve them as much as may be in this power:
Providence has moft wifely ordained that all hu-
man focieties fhould be compofed of various clafles
of men, and that the loweft order thould confift of
thofe whofe want of property obliges them to an
exertion of daily induftry and labour, to fupport
themfelves and their families, and thereby to pro-
cure the moft fignal benefits to the whole commu-
nity ; the patriot legiflator will give every juft and
practicable aid to this clafs of men; he will ardi-
mate their in’duﬁry by well diredted precepts,
examples and rewards; he will eftablith thearts of
cultared life thro’ every corner of the ifland he
will procure and fupport more effe@ual faws for
the fuppreéflion of idlenefs, immorality, and drun-
kennefs; he will endeavour to dimintth, if fot
totally ‘prevent; the pernicious ufe of {pirituous
liquors among the littletenants, Maboureys and me-
¢hanics, and fubflitute in their place the more

5% H 2 nutritive,
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tritive, wholeforne, and firengthening ufe of male
liquor, of ‘equal benefit to the revenuye and agricul-
ture, and little dangerous to the morals of the peo-
ple; he will diffufe the bleflings of an enlightened
education among the lowér orders, by the ereéion
of new feminaries under the controul and vifitation
of the magiftrates and the higher. orders of the
clergy, and by the fupprefiion of any abufes which
time may have introduced into thofe of ancient
foundation: He will devife and reecommend an ef-
fectual method of preventing the pér_ni-cious habit
of {muggling, particularly on the coafts of this
kingdom, by armed and numerous parties, who at
prefent ecompofe the flower and firength of the
White-boy military eftablithment, and of guard-
ing and collecting the revenue with the leaft pofii-
ble injury to the forms and ancient ufages of our
legal conftitution; he will examine and correét
the drunkennefs, the vices, the depraved habits
and unneceffary diftrefles of our prifons, one great
{fource of national depravity ; he will facilitate the
intercourfe of the people with each other, and
give ftability and credit to their various dealings,
by fuch2n effe€lual improvement. of our civil bilk
law as_may bring home juftice rcally to their doors,
with the greateft poflible cxpedition, and the leaft
pomble expence ; thefe and fimilar enquiries may

be
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be made, and real improvements in our police, and
in the practice and execution of our civil and cri-
minal legal {yftem, fuggefted and fupported, by
honeft and able men, who with to attain glory and

‘diftinction by honourable means, and who court

that fweeteft earthly reward of virtue, the applaufe

of an improved, an enlightened, and a grateful
people.

But, the TRUE PATRIOT Will NoT turn away his
eyes from real abufes, and diligemly look after
thofe which are imaginary ; he will not confider as
excrefcences on the bark of THE coNSTITUTION
thofe folid and firm parts * which grow with her
growth, and ftrengthen with her ftrength,” which
are nourithed by the main current of the pureft
fap, and form part of the heart of that tree which
has fpread its roots into the depths of the remoteft

times, and will, I truft, extend its branches to
fhade our moft diftant pofterity.

The true patriot will NoT, but on the fulleft con-
viction, impute fordid and illiberal conduét, nay
actual extortion, to that clafs of men, who, from
their education, their habits and their profefiion,
are the lealt likely to be {ubject to fuch diMoneft
and difhenourable practices, and who, in fa&, as

the
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the laws ftand; are deprived of the power of acting
unjuftly, and cannot; by any poffible contrivance;
exact from any man mote than their legal and ac-
knowledged property.

But, if I have ftated the réal cofe of (he clergy,
and pointed out their genéral and almoft Gniverfaf
conduct as to their property, as guided by a bene-
volence and charity, which ufually prompt them to
a chearful relaxatiori and diminution of their legal
rights; on what ground do thofé arguments reft
which have been turged for the annihilation of the
tithe fyftem on an affumption of crying abufes and
enormous exatlions on the part of the clergy ? Shall
the unfupported affertions of merr whofe ignorance,
whofe religious prejudices, whofe feditious fpirit,
and whofe rebelltous actions entitle them to no
poflible degree of credit it the prefent cafe, be
confidered as a fufficient caufe for any innovation
even of the moft trivial nature; and, ¢ven if fome
grievances did actually exift in this puint, can men
be found willing to give up the digunify of govern-
meunt, the honourable and ufeful pride of legifla-
ture, their own liberty and fecarity, and thofe of
their lateft pofterity, by receiving infulting propo-
fitions from armed, chfcure, and no&urnal ruffians,
either acting from their own infatuated and ilf
| ' informed
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~ informed underflandings, or guided by the whif-
pered counfels of men in higher ranks of life, re-
gardlefs of aught but their own intereﬂS. and the
exaltation of that religious or political party. to
which they belong ? Is it a time, when your lately
acquired political and commercial advantages. are
not thoroughly fettled, when our kingdom is but
juft emerging into open day, into internal improve-
ment and external confequence, and when we. are
but now become one among the nations of the earth,
to rifk our prefent pofleffions and future expectati-
ons of national opulence and dignity, by bending
the SCEPTRE OF THE Laws, and proving it weaker
than the rod of the peafant 2 Qr, in the prefent fitua-
tion of the parties and religions of this country, in
a great degree feparaied from our Proteftant bre-
thren of England, and unfupported by that power
which, in the hours of fevereft trial, protected our
religious eftablithment, as a branch of her own,
againft its confederated internal enemies, fhall we
be fo inconfiderate as to fhake an y part of our ec-
clefiattical {yftem, fo conformable to our civil con-
ftitution, fo friendly to the confciences, the rights
and liberties of mankind, the religion of our
Uthers and our Berkeleys, purified by the happy
Reformation, and confirmed by the mott glorious
prolgtiop P =L et the man, who draws but a

fingle
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fingle ftone from the foundation of the facred and
venerable edifice, tremble at the probable confe-
quences of his rathnefs ; the fpirit of innovation
is riot eafily reftrained ; like every other paffion, it
gathers ftréngth by ill example and indulgence ;
new attempts will enfue to demolifh the materials
and deftroy the cement of Tre TEMPLE; when
the ornaments are disfigured, and all the out-works
fucceflivély overturned, the center itfelf will foon
crumble on its bafe, and involve all that is

dear to us as freemen and as cnllghtened Chriftians
in univerfal deftruction.

May that day be far rémoved, and may the un-
derftanding and the virtue of the citizens and le-
giflators of Ireland be fuccefsfully exerted to con-
vey our prefent happy civil and ecclefiaftical confti-
tution, undiminifhed and unimpaired, to their lateft

pofterity !

APPEN-
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Tipperary. 3  WiLriam Ryan, of Mulonola, Rec-
et tor of the Parith of Kilvemnon, in
the faid County, taken before one of his Majefty’s
Juftices of the Peace for faid County.

County “of } THE Examination of the Reverend

THIS Deponerit being duly fivorn on the Holy
Evangelifts and examined; faith, that dbout three
o’clock in the morning of the firft of O&ober, one
thoufand {feven hundred and eighty-five, he heard
the noife of many horfes within a few yards of the
ftreet-door of his houfe, and the door immediately
burft open; that {everal perfons entered his room ;
that faid Deponernit and his wife were then in bed;
that the faid Deponent inftantly threw himfelf out
of bed, without any covering but his fhirt, and
feized a piftol, which he fired at the faid perfons,
but with what effé&t he cantiot tell: This Depo-
nent further faith, that he was forcibly dragged by
the faid perfons; throtigh an outfide roomn, into the
open air, where a number of men appeared on foot
and on horfeback:  And the faid Deponent further

I faith,
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faith, that he immediately received feveral violene
blows on the head and other parts of his body with
poles and cudgels ; vand this Deponent further
faith, that he perceived an hanger over his head,
but cannot tell whether he was flruck with it or
not, but fays, from the fhape of a dangerous
wound cver his eye, this Deponeat believes he
was flruck with the cock of a gun_or piftol ; this
Deponent further faith, that in a {hort time he
could perceive the warm blood flowing dewn his
body in almoft every direftion ; and the faid De-
penent further faith, that he was thrown on the
grcund, and dragged acrofs a very rough and bre-
ken pavement; and fugther faith, that by this
time lofs of blood rendered him very weak, and

“ that he fell on the ground ; and farther f{aith, that

he was compelled by the faid perfons to rife, on
which they afliled him, alledging that he (the De-
ponent) only pretended weaknefs ; and further
faith, that when he was raifed, he reeled and found
himfelf ill.able to ftand without fupport ; and fur-
ther faith, that they then propofed to put him om
horfeback; naked and bloody as he was, either to
bury er drown Lim ; and further faith, that when
Le ihefaid Peponent requefted to be allowed fome-
eleaths, they faid he had no occafion for them ;
and when he begged a little water to drink, they
frequently repeated that he foon fhould get plenty

of
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of it: and further faith, that his wife (os fhe fays,
and he believes) expofiulating and fupplicatirg cn
this occafion, was loaded with the moft opprobious
epithets, and a defperate blow made at her with a

_pole, which fhe avoided by withdrawing under the

lintel of the door, and that the impreifion of faid
blow remained for feveral days vifible in the thateh,
and he fuppofes ftill does; and further faith, he
verily believes they would have carried him away,
had they not been delayed by a number who re-
entered the houfe, and were bufy lighting candles,
finging, dancing, and fearching the rooms for arms ;
faid Deponent further faith, that during this time
he was obliged to ftand, urder a guard, covered
only with the remains of @ bloody fhirt, and ex-
pofed to the inclemencey of a frofty night, frequent-
ly receiw}ing blows and infults from thofe about
him; and further faith, that kis wife continued
from the beginning to give him all the affiftance in
her power; and that, he believes, befides many '
blows made at herfelf, fhe received feveral intend-

~&d for him; of which the bore feveral marks, ex-

pofed to the open air, and, as he believes, with
no other@:_c_;vcring than her thift ; and further faith,
that before their departure, they prepofed to him
to fwear that he would keep no protor, that he
would value his own tithes and fet them ; and fur-

ther fajth, that on reafoning againft {fuch propofal,

I2 and
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and declining {faid oaths, and day approaching,
they departed, felonioufly taking away a piftol, an
horfewhip, and a key ; and this Deponent believes
that fome of the faid perfons had firc-arms, as he
is informed they fired fome fhots at and after their
departurc from his houle ; and further faith, they
left him nearly covered with blood, and with many
wounds and bruifes, fome of which he believes
were dangerous ; and further faith, that from his
knowledge he cannot fet forth the names of the
faid perfons; and this Deponent faith, that fome
of the neighbouriag gentlemen fat up in faid
Deponent’s houfe four fucceffive nights, being
apprehenfive, as faid Deponent was, of another
attack on faid Deponent’s houfe, and that the
fame night be fct on fire, by the faid infurgents,
it being a low thatched houfe, formerly a barn,
but the beft accommodation he could get for
himfelf and his family (on any terms that were
not very exorbitant) and for which however he was
bb]iged to pay a rent far exceeding its real value ;
and further faith, that his wife, during three
of the fald mghts would not venture to go to bed;

and IhlS Dcponent faith, that in four days after faid
outrage, he removed to Clonmel for medical affif-
;tancc and the protection of himfelf and his family ;
where he has fince been attended by a phyfician,
a fﬁrgeon, and an apothecary, at conﬁdérable ex-

. pence
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pence to this Deponent, and faith that he hath
been in many refpects a great {ufferer 'by his re-
moval from the faid habitation, where at greatex-
pence he had fixed himiclf and his family, and
from which the faid Deponent further faith that
he removed with great reluctance for the preferva-
tion of him and them at a feafon of the year
when his attendance was moft neceflary for the
care and cultivation of his little farm ; and this De-
ponent {aith, that he, and his wife, had endea-
voured by a¢ts of kindnefs and beneficence, asfar
as their circumftances would admit, to deferve the
efteem and gratitude of the lower orders 8f the peo-
ple in the faid parith ; and farther faith, that he
proceeded in the fetting of his tithes in fuch a
manner as he thought moft equitable and leaft op-
preflive ; that he did not fuffer his proctors to re-
ceive any f{ees from his parithioners ; and that the
faid Deponent frequently propofed to individuals
to value their owntithes, he offering to abide by
their eftimate ; and that he often propofed to the
~parith in general, to let any two reafonable inha-
bitants value between him and them; and further
faith, that the inhabitants of faid parith had gene-
rally declared their approbation of this Deponent’s
conduét; and this Deponent verily believes that
the faid outrage proceeded from profeffional rather
shan perfonal prejudice, and with a view to inti-

midate
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midate the proteftant clergymen from enforcing
their juft and accuftomed rights ; and further faith,
that he is under great difficulties from the circum-
ftance of his being not able to procure the attendance
of fervants, on whofe fidelity he can depend ; as
many perfons inthat neighbourhood threaien def-
tru&tion to any ftranger who fhould come among
them ; and that from thofe threats,a perfon whom
this Deponent lately hired, was {o iutimidated, that
he refufed to come to this Depounent’s fervice, who
is now obliged to employ perfons of that neigh-
bourhood, from whom he cannot expect any afiif-
tance againft the faid infurgents; this Deponent
{aith, he is ready at any rifque to himfelf to do
his duty, and to eftablih the cuftomary rights of
himfelf and his fucceffors, as far as in him lies,
but fays that fuch repeated outrages and viclations
of the public peace, have been committed in that
neighbourhood, that neither the public peace nor
private property can be confidered as fecure, ex-
cept troops fhould be quartered in fome conyenient
fituations. in-and about faid parifh ;. -and faith,
-he 1s informed and believes, there was a barrack
-in faid neighbourhood, in which troops had been
formerly ftationed, for the purpofe of  keeping
the.faid neighbourhood in order, - :

(A W RYAN.

APPEN-
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A brief account of the treatment received by the
Rev. Mr. HarEe, Vicar-general of Cathel, from
the White-boys. '

Mr. HARE, on the 18th of June, 1786, fent
out his proQters to view and value his tithes
growing in the parifh of Kilbragh, in the county
of Tipperary, in Munfter, and near the borders
of the province of Leinfter.—The law renders
this an indifpenfible act, as no clergyman can reco-
ver the value of any fubftracted tithes without the
cleareft proof of fuch value, by the oaths of two
perfons who have carefully viewed and valued
them.

On the 25th of June, a2 mob purfued the faid
proctors into different houfes into which they had
fled for protection, dragged them out, beat them
moft unmercifully, robbed them of their valuati-
on-books, . {fome cafh-notes, and accounts, and
compelled them to fwear that they would never
view or value tithes again, &c. for which ads
of outrage, three of the moft viclent of thefe
White-boys were indicted at the enfuing aflizes at
Cleamel,

| Mr.
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Mr. Hare’s pr'o&or's, having received fuch fevere
and - barbarous treatment from the White-boys,
refufed going again to the parith to view and va-
lue, unlefs Mr. Hare fhould himfelf accompany
them; Mr. Hare accordingly, as foon as his proc:
tors had recovered and been cured of their wounds
and bruifes, went with them to, the'faid parifh to
view and value his tithes, where on his firft ap-
pearance, a great mob, colleéted by yelling and
fhouting, attacked Mr. Hare and his two proors
moft furioufly, purfued them for near half a mile,
knocked down Mr. Hare, broke a bone of one of
his hands, and two of his ribs, and gave him
above twenty bruifes and wounds in different parts
of his body by ftones thrown at him.

His two proctors were beat and abufed in the
fame manner, and robbed of their arms, and the
lives of them and of Mr. Hare were in the moff
imminent danger.

As foon as Mr. Hare had fo well recovered
from his wounds and -bruifes as to be able to ride
on horfeback, he went on the 11th of Auguft.

~with eighten men all well armed, to the faid parith

of Kilbragh, which is diftant about fixteen miles
from his refidence at Cafthel, in order to have

viewed
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viewed and valued fuch parts of his tithes as bad
not before been valued, but on his arrival there,
he found that a/l the inhabitants of the parith had
fworn not to fell, or give him lodging, victuals, or
any fort of accommodation, or toany of the party
which accompanted him.

Mr. Hare and his whole party, it being then
“night, were under the neceflity of taking fhelter
in a new church, recently plaiftered; and fill drip-
ping wet, the wind and rain beating in through
the broken windows, and to fleep on new-mown
wet grafs in their ordinary cloaths, having been
able to procure but one blanket and one pair of
fheets for the whole party, from Mr. Lidwell, a
gentleman who did net live in that parifh.

Thus they fpetit feven nights, keeping a regular
watch, continually alarmed and annoyed by great
numbers of ruffians; who were conftantly huzzaing

for Captain' Right, and threatening to deftroy M.
Hare and his party.

Their food they got, with danger and dncﬁcult) ;
from Cathel, fixteen miles diftant, and frequently
were obliged to eat raw potatoes.

K Thus
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Thus Mr. Hare continued with great trouble,
rifk and expence, to have the tithés of his parith
viewed and valued as the law dire@s.

On the 5th of O&tober Mr. Hare went again to
the parith of Kilbragh, attended by fome men in
arms, for the purpofe of letting his tithes, and was
there informed that feven men of the parith had
folemnly fworn and combined to affaffinate him;
Mr. Hare, however, remained in.the parifh in the
greateft anxiety and danger, for near three weeks,
untd_he had lett the greater part of his tithes as
well as he could ; it can be proved incontroverti-
bly, that fome of thofe aflaflins were pofted every
night at different corners of the cabbin where Mr.
Hare took fhelter, while at this time in the parifh,
far the purpofe of fhooting him, if he fhould put
his head out of the door after night fall, and fome
of them came by night to the window of the little
room in the cabbin, to try if they could thoot him
while in bed, but his intelligence was fo good, and
his caution fo great, that they found no epportuni-
ty to attempt to murder him until the 2gth of O&o-
ber laft, when between the hiours of two and three
o’clock,. in the open day, and immediately after
diving fervice, as Mr. Hare was returning from
church by the high road, in company with his cu-

rate
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rate and another gentleman, Thom_as Dawfon and
Michael Bohan, two of the aflaflins already men-
tioned, waylaid him, and from behind a field-gate,
prefented two mufkets at him, who was then but
four or five yards diftant, pulled the triggers, and
both providentially burned priming.—Mr. Hare
and his two friends immediately purfued the affaf-
fins, took BonaN prifoner, but Dawson efcaped.
—Bohan was conducted to the neighbouring town
of Thurles, where the charge of the gun which
he had attempted to fire, was drawn in the pre-
{ence of many gentlemen~—It contained four bul-
lets and a proportionable quantity of gun-powder.

Kz APPEN}
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Of the AcisTmeENT TITHE.

THE nature and modes of valuation'and recos
very of the agiftment tithe, as fet forth in the old’

' Jaw books, feem to me rather ‘obfcure, and the

Courtof Exchequer in England haslately eftablifh-
ed the doctrine and pratice as to this fpecies of
tithe in fo very different-a manner, and on a foun-
dation {o much more natural and folid, that I think
1t unneceflary to give any detail of the ancient opi-

nions and dicta on ‘this {ubject.

Ac1sTMENT is properly defined « the keeping
or depafturing of theep and of any kind of cattle,
whether beafts or horfes ;” and the tithe of agift-
ment is “ the tenth part of the value of the keeping
or depafturing of fuch fheep, beafls, and horfes,
as are liable to pay it.”

Beafis and horfes ufed in the plough, or other
bufinefs of hufbandry, are exempt from this tithe,

as are alfo milch cattle, which pay tithe of another

kind.
This



This tithe is, from its nature, not levied in kind,

" but all cattle fubje& to it, (commonly called bar-

ren and unprofitable cattle) are to pay a tithe for
their agiftment during the time they have been fo
kept in any parifh, according to the value of the
keeping of each per week :—

. This tithe is payable by the occupier of the
ground for his own fheep, cattle, and horfes, as
well as for thofe he takes in as graziers, or o joift,
asis the phrafe in England.

The agiftment tithe, and all other {pecies of tithes
are founded on two general rules :

R BIL™E I,

The perfon to whom tithes are payable is enti-
tled to the tenth partof the produce of the land, or the
walue of it ; that is to the produce, where the tithe
can be taken in Kind, as in hay, corn, &c. to the

 %value, wherg it cannot, as in agiftment.

£ kol 4 iy Db . hbiet] )

So often as anew increafearifes, {ooften a new
tithe becomes due.

The
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The Court of Exchequer in England has afcer-
tained thefe points in the cleareft manner, by their

unanimous decree in the cale of Bateman v. Aif-

xrbp, and others, Eafter, 1774, and the {fame points
were before ruled in the fame court in the cafe of
Willis againft Haneey. Mich. 1786,

It 1s adopted as a principle, that the agiftment
tithe is payable of common right, and as fuch, that
the non-payment of it for any number of years, or
even from time immemorial, is no bar againft the
payment of it when demanded or fued for, and
that even arrears long due and not demanded may be
recovered by the church, againft which no preferip-
tion lies, according to a known maxim of our law.

Thus the agiftment tithe is now eftablifhed in
England by the folemn decifions of the courts, as
recoverable for the full value thereof, unlefs when
a legal modus or compofition intervenes,

This is a dodtrine and practice not grounded on
any act of parliament, but built on the broad bafe
of THE coMMON LAW, which equally extends to
Ireland as to England.—Let us now confider why
the agiftment tithe, which, in many parts of Eng-

* | land,
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land, forms a great part of the clergyman’s income,
has been for many years paft entirely unproduétive
to the clergy of Ireland, and whether the diminu-
tion of that part of their dues, be founded on law,
or that liberal and enlightened policy which fhould
infpire the councils of a great nation. .

On the 6th of December, 1735, a‘ petition was
prefented to the Houfe of Commons, figned by
Benjamin Copland and others, on behalf of them-
felves and the reft of the farmers, graziers of Ire-
land, fetting forth ‘¢ that feveral of the petitioners
have been of late, and now are, fued for the tithes
of the agiftment of dry and barren cattle, notwith-
ftanding that, according to the beft information they
have had, no fuch tithes have been ever paid, or
even demanded in this kingdom until a few years
fince, and praying relief therein.”

A committee of 37 members was then appointed
to examine the allegations of the faid petition, and
report their proceedings and opinion thereon.

Onthe 22d of December, 1733, the committee
reported the following refolution :

“ Refolved, that it is the opinion of this com-

*“.mittee that the petitioners have proved the alle-

‘“ gations
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¢ gations of thexr petition, to the {attsfaé'hon M
¢ the committee.”

The Houfe accordingly ¢ ordered, that:leave
““ be given to bring in heads of a bill for afcertain-
“ ing the tithe of herbage, or agiftment of dry or
¢ barren cattle in this kingdom, and fettling the
““ methods of recovering the fame.”

By this it appears that it was then the decided
fenfe of the Houfe of Commons, that the tithe of
agiftment was a legal and exifting part of the pro-
perty of the clergy ; that.this petition, which is
not inferted at large in the Journals, did not deny
that right, but merelyrequired o law to [eitle the me-
thods of recovering the fame, thofe adopted by the
clergy by bill in Chancery or the Exchequer,
being alledged to Dbe highly expcnﬁve to all par=
tics.

I have not been able to difcover whether any
fuch heads of a bill were introduced ; certain it is
that no fuch bill paffed—The oppofers of the clergy -
feemed to be aware that the petition and order
above-mentioned, were rather too favourable to
their claim of agiftment tithe, and probably declin-

~ed to bring in the bill, which, according to the

tenor
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fcnor of the order, muﬁ have recogmzed the title
of the clergy.

The enﬂﬁ:ﬁes of ﬁié':‘agi‘ﬁ:ment tithe “took new
ground for their attack, and on the sthﬂof March,
p g 5a /o e a petmon of Samuel ng, and other
gentlémen and’ ]andho] ders of the cbunty of
Meath, &c. &c was prefcntcd to tle ﬁoufc, fet-
ting’ }oﬂh i that the clergy in ‘the feveral parts
“ where the petmoners dwell, have cornrnenced
and threaten to conmmménce fuits for ¢ new kind of
m/‘e, ander the name of aglﬁment of dry and
barrcn cattle, gneVous to the PCIIIIOI’IGTb, and

to all thofe who are fued for the fame,
- lng FEIEE™" SV SN
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and pray-

“On this petmon, a commlttee of .37 members
was appointed (fome of whom had been of the com-
mittee on the former petition) and oq the 17th and
18th of March, 1735, the report of the committee,
and their fefolution thcreon, were Taid before the

Houfe¢. “The refolution of the committee was as
X fOllOWS o

LIy - -
il .
y

R;fo]v'ed that [t is the opinion of this com-
““ mittee that the petitioners have full y proved the

¢ allegations of their petition to the fatisfaction of
et 0
L ‘“ the
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"* the committee, and deferve the ﬁrongcﬁ aITﬁ-
¢ ance the Houfe can give “them.”

The Houfe agreed to this refolution.

And the Hou;e refolved, * That the auotments,
““ glebes, and known mhcs “with other eccleﬁaf-
Tl emo‘uments, afccrtamed bcfore this * zew
“ demand of tithe of agiftment for dry and barren
‘¢ cattle, are an honourable and plentiful provifion
“ for the clergy of this kingdom.”

“ Refolved, that the démafxlad of tithe-agiftment
“ for dry and barren cagtle is new, grievous, and
« burdenfome to the landlords and tenants of this
““ kingdom, who could have no notice thereof pre-
““ vious to their purchafes and leafes, nor the leaft
¢ apprchcnf ions that fuch demands could have
““ been cla:med _

A motmn ,bemg made. and the queflion put,

s that the commencmg fults ‘upon thefe new de-

* This isfurely an extraordinary doétrine, as nothing“can be.
more certam or better eftablibed in law than that the tithe of
agiftmentiis due Eommiiti Jurey as mdi[‘pl.fmlﬂy- as the nthe of hay
of corn. ' '

L

“ mands
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<« mands ‘muft impair thePro’«:ﬁaﬂf intereft, by
«¢ driving 'many ufeful hands out of this kingdom,
“ muft difable thofe that remain to fupport his
“ Majefty’s eftablithment, and occaﬁoﬁ Popery

- “and infidelity to gain™ ground by the conteft

““ which muft neceffarily arife between the laity
“¢ and clergy,” o

On a divifion, it was c.m'led in the affirmative,
by 110 agnmﬁ 50. 2

L]
~

The bufinels was then concluded by this refolu-
tion,

¢ Refolved, that all fegal ways and means ought
‘ to be made ufe of .to oppofe all attempts that
“fhall hereafter be framed to carry demands
“ of tithe-ag’iﬂmght into execution, until a pro-
‘“ per remedy ‘Cfl‘n" be provided by the legifla-
! (1

What Jegal ways and means the Houfe of Com.-
mons could adopt to oppofe fuits for agiftment -
tithe, otherwife than _by concurring in an ac of
parhament for that purpofc, I own my{eif at a lofs
w cwue&ure Corrupt as thofe days were, the
L 2 mem-
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members, muf} hav,e_.knq.wn that gnrexprefled Opzi!;;
nion of that Houfe could not change the laws of the
land, or deprive a whole body of men, an integral
part of the flate, of their legal and vefted pro-
perty :———1If it were_ not - their property, the
courts of juftice would foon prononace the law
againft them, and, in the ordinafy.courfe of
proceeding, {oon reftore peace and " fecurity to
thofe worthy and difinterefted graziers' who fup-
pofed themfelves injured. Was,_ it dntended thag
this refolution, not followed up by a bill, thoud
influence men from the "profecution of their juft
rights, and deter the judges from entertaining lfuchl
caufes, and the gentlemen of'the bar from affifting
their clerical clients on fuch-occafions ? |

That the clergy were intimidated is moft certain ;
no fuits for 'agiﬁmqu-rithe have fince been com-
menceld, and all the tlien f_ubﬁftirig _Pproceedings
were difcontinued’s no clergyman was found bold
enough to give the Jaw of the Jand an oppoftdnity
of ftruggling with an half-exprefled opinion of one
Houfe of Parliamént, =~ ' ?

But'l truft that in the courts of juﬂicfe, ;jn_.the
bench and at the bar, many men Woulﬂ have Been__
found who would fteadily turn their inward eye

to
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10 the ':fhriné of the law, and receive the facred re-
Aponfes from that oracle alone. 1 firmly hope and
‘believe that the well-known example of the intre-
pid HoLT would prompt and in{pire every man of

- the law who might be called upon to do bis duty

on {uch an occalion.

' As, moft clearly, the difcontinuance of this

-claim of the agiftment-tithe is not grounded on

any law, létus examine if the ‘refolution which
-produced it was founded on found policy, or on
thereal interefts of this country.

-

Willany man who cenfiders that the wealth and
profperity. of a nation. depends on the number of
its fully-employed, ‘a@ive and healthy inhabitants,
eftablifh a pofition that pafturage is to be preferred

_to tillage ; that the ‘mode of occupying the foil
which cnriches. tbc few, and ftarves the many. ;
which converts the moft delightful plains of Ire-

- land into filent, forlorn and defolate waftes ; which
bantfhes the active peafant, the fkilful labourer,
the iq;el_-l’j_\gent mechanic, and repders the < human
face ‘di;{?ine” a novelty in the moft fertile ‘parts
of -&b?nlgingdom; which nips population, induftry,
and nfttional profperity in the bud, by preventing

ey ih the
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the ‘means of earning an honeft fubfiftence by ufe-
ful labour ;—that paﬁuragé,'which when too far
encouraged and extended, neceflarily produces all
thefe evils, fhould be preferred ; and that the-plough
and the fpade, the favourite inftruments of heroes,
of philofophers, and of politicians, fhould be flight-

ed? No reafoning man, who has read a page in
hiftory, who has looked round him and contem-
plated the manners, habits, arts, and commerce of
the living world, can for an_inftant entertain an
opinion fo repugnant to the fenfe of mankind in all
countries and in all ages.

What then was the tendency of that refolution,
or what would have been the objeét of the confe-
quential act, had it pafied.on that occafion ?

Manifeftly, that the whole fubfiftence of the
clergy, which before was by law to be demanded
and levied from the produce of the land of the
whole kingdom, fhould, 1n future, be confined to
that fpecies of land which ought leaft to be bur-
thened, and to that clafs of people which, in found
policy, fhould be moft effectually encouraged and
fupported. That a bounty fhould be granted to
extend the propagation of a national evil, and that
the real cultivator of the foil fhould repine at the

exiftence
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exiftence of a law, however ancient, however juft,
whlch ﬁlll continues. that incumbrance on him,

from which intrigue, influence, and the felfifhnefs
of mtcrefte_d men in power, had relieved hisindo-

~ lent, ufelefs, and dcpopulating neighbour.

This, in fad, {eems to me the primary. and ra-
dical caufe of the prefent difcontent, .fo far as
tithes are concerned, if they are at all concerned,
and fo.far as the peafantry are really, and from
them{clves, in earneft on that fubje@d. We are all
happy or miferable by comparifon.—Abfiratt rea-
fonings of right and wrong, of law, and of ancient
ufage, will never convincean illiterate cottager of
a rich grazing county, thatit is the real conftitu-
tion of this country that the clergy fhould be main-
tained out ofthe Produce of the lands of this king-
dom. W hc'l hq Jlookb around him and fees that
the five tzhoumn,d beit acres in the parith contri-
bute nothing, and that he and forty or fifty other
wretches, almoft houfelefs and naked, muft, out

~of the. rcmaip-i% three or four hundred acrcs,reh-

tracft by tbmpuwcr of inceflant labour, fufficient
for the,.fu__'port of their own families, and for that
of 1 xhe ¢ftablithed. clergyman ;==even this ignorant
pcafant cannot fuppofe that fuch a grofs partiality
has. Lhe fan&wn of the law ; he therefore concludes
o N6 . that

L +
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that the whole'is 4 fraud'; that tithes are a bu¢~
den not impofed by law on’ him 6r on ahy':f:aii"‘(
that his neighbour, the rich grazier, who covers the
plAains all around him with i"nﬁtimerabfe oxen ;";'nei-
ver hears the demand of the re@or, or the yoice
of his proctor, *‘ charm he never fo wifelys2 that
tithes are never demanded from bim, becatife his
learning enables himx to know that*it is’ a cheat,
and his wealth fupplies him with th&means of de-
fence ; and that the'impofitiont'therbfore falls withi
double weight on his ‘'own Wretehed and unpro-
tected head.—=All thefe are the ‘natural conclu-
fioms of this unforturate man, who has not know-
ledge enough to difcover that one branch of thé
legiflature has, in effe@, declarédone law for the
rich, and another for the poor; and that it is
therefore .the ‘adopted policy of Ireland, in this
inflance, to beftow. her rewards on thofe who mof
effectually retard her improvement, and even con-
tribute to Ler déftruction. | AHBIIID

- The peafant,‘therefore, undefended by the armd
of the feeder of oxen, by wealth or by knowledge,
has recourfe to the arms ’fuppiied by nature, and
calls.in violence and outrage to protect him againf?
the fuppofed fraudulent and illegal ¢laims of the
clergy, and is aually led into treafon and rebel:

hon'
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tion by not properly underftanding the myfleri-
ous wildom of the patriotic Houfe of Commons of

3735-

Why then fhall that refolution remain uncari=
celled which manifeftly commits private. injuftice,
and tranfgreffes all the rules and pradices of every
enlightened nation on fimilar oceafions >~—which
having; by time and acquiefcence, as it were, ufurp-
ed the force of law, has eftablithed the dangerous
precedent that an exprefled with of one Houfe of
~ Parliament, fhall controul the rights of the {fubjedt,
and check the free appeal to the eftablithed courts
of juftice in any cafe of real or alledged proper-
ty ?—which, taking advantage of the moderation,
the difintereftednefs, and the peaceable difpofition
of the clergy, turns ‘their virtues againft their in-
tereft, and converts their acquiefcence under per-
fecution, intg” an abjuration of their own rights
and principles,~and a dereliction of thofe of their
fucceflorss=—which, in fhort, cafts a ftain on the
morals and-underftandings of our forefathers, in
the fervile fate of this kingdom; a ftain which the
founderyequity and better policy of the prefent re-
prefentatives of emancipated Ireland can alone
wafh away.

M : And
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And I traft that the day is now -cbme when an
atonement may be honourably made by the fons g
for the difhonourable injuftice of the fatl_:gr‘s{
and the rights of the clergy may be coinpletefj'f
eftablithed on the anciént and:{olid foundations of

the law and ,the_'conﬁi-tution.“ 1 s g 13-
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