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U P O N  T H E
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LATE PROCLAMATION.

' T
JL H E circumftances o f  the lifter king

doms at this criiis are unparalleled in the 

annals o f  either country, and are as un

expected as calamitous, in havin°- a be-o
loved fovereign, under whole m ild and 

aufpicious reign each, but particularly this 

realm, hath received fo many blellings, 

the ch ief o f  them a free trade and confti- 

tion, deprived of the faculty o f  governing 

in the meridian o f  life.
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I m a k e  no doubt bat all his fubjecls 

in common with myfelf are impreffed 

with iimilar feelings and regret on this 
melancholy occaiion. Under fo heavy a 

preffure Heaven hath vouchsafed us the 

confolation o f having a Prince who is heir 

as well to his Majefty’s virtues as his 

crown, whofe matured age, amiable qua

lities, and good fenfe, promife a continu

ation and confirmation oi thofe bleiïings 

and freedom fo happily experienced under 

the influence of his auguft parent ;— a 

Prince to whom, at this exigency, both 

realms naturally look up, as peculiarly 

marked for the fitteft perfon to remedy 
the wants fuftained by the infirmity of 

his Majefty, during its continuance, and 

as fully capable to (up ply his place.

So much lias been faid on the fubjeót 

of a Regent, fo much public ÍIS well as 

private difcufiion hath taken place on his
Roval



Royal Highnefs’s right to fill that office, 

both in and out o f the Parliament o f Great 

Britain, and the fteps taken thereon, fo 

generally known, that I believe it to be 

fuperfluous in me to enlarge on that head. 

A ll however are agreed in thefe points. 

The necefllty o f appointing a Regent during 

his Majefty’s incapacity to hold the reins 

o f government, and that his Royal High- 

nefs is the proper perfon to fill that im

portant ftation, and to exercife, uncon

trolled, every portion o f regal authority 

neceffary to give due weight and perfect 

energy to the executiue power o f  theie 

kingdoms, declared by an aót o f  our own 

to be infeparably united ; and as Great 

. Britain hath already declared his Royal 

Highneis to be the perfon who is to be 

Regent, it neceifarily follows that we muft 

either unite in that choicc, or fly in the face 

o f our own laws, and therefore at once 

removes all objections or procraftination to 

our determination.

I T H I N K
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I THI NK it almofi needlefs to fay that 

the Prince o f Wales’s conduct w ill be fuch 

as will afford his Royal Father, on his re-

fuming the fceptre, the higheft fatisfac- 

tion in finding his interests intir-e, the 

public funds (which are the pulfe o f the 

nation), the commerce, and the welfare of 

his people, and alliances with foreign liâtes, 

in as profperous a condition,' as firmly 

fixed, and on the fame baiis as when he 

laid it down. As to the matter o f right 

which his Royal Highneis never claimed, 

but has declared he had rather hold the 

office of Regent by the generous fuffrages 

of a free people than by any other claim ; 

I ihall only fay on that head, that his 

Royal Highnefs’s acceptance of it under the 

authority and vote of the legiilature is, by 

implication, an admiffion of the people’s 

right to appoint ; the bare exercife o f the 

right, without any abftraót proportion or 
refolution upon it, is a fufficient proof of 

its exiftence. I was therefore in hopes

that
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that no doubt or difficulty could poffibly 

occur to retard fuch appointment in this 
kingdom, and .that we fhould eagerly em

brace the firft opportunity of approving 

ourfelves zealous in good works, and at

tentive to the welfare o f  Ireland ; but i f  

ever an opportunity was loft o f doing ho

nour to this country, manifefting the nati

onal independence, and paying a compli

ment to the Prince o f  Wales, without do

ing fo at the expence of our Sovereign, it 

has been by the injudicious, i f  not unwar

rantable Proclamation o f the 19th inftant, 

for proroguing the Parliament to the 5th 

o f  February; I fay, injudicious, becaufe 

the Lord Lieutenant, had he not been ac

tuated by tim id or ignorant council, m ight 

and ought to have let Parliament met, i f  

it was only to prepare and go through the 

ordinary buiinefs, in getting the Money, 

M utiny, and other Bills in readinefs for 

tranfmiffion to be fent for the iign manual 

as foon as the Regent ihould be appointed,

and
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and not induce, by an abfurd delay, the 

rifque of letting expiring laws run out, 

without being renewed, which probably 

may now be the cafe before the 35th o f
♦ t 4

March, and thereby throw this kingdom

into a ftate of anarchy and confufton.------

This coniideration therefore proves there 

was an abfolute neceffity for" letting the 

Parliament affemble on the day appointed 

for their meeting • and of confequence re

moves the only plea that could be urged 

in defence of fo improper anq hafty a pro- 

rogation, and fully, I think, proves my 

firft position of its being an injudicious 

one. I fhall nerd: endeavour to prove it 

an unwarrantable one, though, in truth, 

what I have already advanced fufficiently 

evinces it, iince what occaiions a wanton 

delay of the public buiinefs, and where 

there is not the plea of neceiïïty, is prima 

facie an unwarrantable ftep. But I will 

go further, and fay, that by long parlia

mentary



mentary knowledge and the ufage o f both 

kingdoms ; and ufage is fort o f Lex Par- 

liamentaria. I do not remember a iingle 

inftance, not even where neceiïlty m ight 

be urged, o f Parliament being prorogued 

after a day has been fixed for its meeting 

for the difpatch o f bufnefs, that being the 

public and ufual notification to the feve- 

ral branches o f the legiilature ; that upon 

that day, laying afide all private concerns, 

their attendance on the public and nati

onal concerns was expeóled. His Excel

lency may refer to the enrollment o f his 

commilfion. But I contend for it, there 

is no fuch power here ; or i f  there is, power 

is one thing, and the due and proper exer- 

cife o f it another. Ufage operates as law 

in parliamentary proceedings, and Great- 

Britain, whofe example in moft refpeóts 

we follow, has aóted diametrically con

trary to the conduót obferved here.------

There the Parliament met purfuant to 

fuch notification, and Adminiftration did

not prefume to prorogue it, though cer-

B tainly
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as their depute here. The Parliament of
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that kingdom met and proceeded in the
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íiríl inftance to the appointment of a Re

gent, which, but for the parliamentary 

ikirmifhcs of contending parties which, 

thank God, prevail not here, would long 

iince have been appointed, Thus, I think, 

I have iiicwn that the late fudden and un-
( * ' ■* * W  ̂  J 3 4 • i . . *>AJD ^ A» * . c #

expected Prorogation is not juilified by a 

gazette extraordinary, which appeared too 

late to permit members to remain in the 

country, as it came out on the very eve 

of the day Parliament was to meet, and 

fo gave Gentlemen the unneceiTary trouble 

and rifque of coming in a very inclement 

feafon, through frofc and fnow, and ne

glect of their private buiinefs and domef- 

tic% e.afe and retirement, to attend the pub

lic. Krvice. I therefore think it was an 

jn-fult to put them to fuch unneceifary ha

z a r d  and trouble, by fo injudicious and 
unwarrantable a meafure.

IsriM .L
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I S H A L L  now proceed to fhew how we 

might have approved our loyalty to his 

Majefty, our affection to his Heir-appa

rent, our judgment and liberality, and at 

the fame time, maintained our conftituti- 

onal confequence as, an imperial realm.—  

It appears evident we could not better ap

prove our loyalty to the King than by put

ting his fceptre, during his inability to 

hold it, into his Heir-apparent’s. hands. 

Was it pofnble the abfurd m axim  was to 

hold here, that any fubject was equally 

intitled, or had like pretenfions to it, or 

for .us to exhibit fuclv parliamentary fenc

ing, as our. fifter kingdom has difplayed,

to keep the prince fo long from filling fo 

important a ftation, the want o f which 

unhinges and relaxes the conftition, by

depriving it o f its m oil efficient part------

T h e n  , indeed our loyalty to his M ajefty 

m ight be called in queftion '■> thougn I>ng- 

land has an excufe, we have not: .the pro

vision for thw fafe cuftody o f îfeç K in g’s 

ííiob B 3 perfon



perfon and his perfonal property, with 

either o f which we have nothing to do ; 

and which are the only reftriélions which 

fhould be impofed on'the Regent, and 

which I am periiianed he would, of him- 

felf, have adopted, without any parlia

mentary interference ; the ufe o f which I 

cannot fee, as a fubfequent Parliament, 

complete in all its parts, • may certainly 

undo and repeal laws made where an in.

tegral part o f it is wanting. Therefore 
no pretence exifts for poftponing, but, on

the contrary, every reafon for accelerating 

the appointment o f hie Royal Highneis

to the Regency of Ireland.------He is the

avowed object of Great Britain’s choice ; 

therefore there could be no difference or 

difunion between the two ftates on that 

head : and how is it poffible there fhould, 

with fuch a Prince, who is the univerfal 

objeót of efteem and admiration. By ad- 

dreffing therefore his Royal Highnefs to 

take upon him the Regency of this king

dom,
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dom, would, in m y opinion, have íliewn 

our judgment without the ufeleis difcuiïion 
o f the matter o f right, which has been al
ready afcertained in Great Britain ; and by 
doing it without fubje&ing him to any re- i 
ftriftions, would at once prove our aífeótion 
and liberality to his R.oyal Highnefs, and 
our confidence in him ; and by taking the 
-lead in fuch nomination, wc fhould have 
aiferted our national contequence. A ll which 

have been loft by this unwarrantable and 
injudicious Prorogation.

1 Î 1 ^ *

W h o  the advifors o f it were, I know not;

I ani fure they never fhall be mine : and I
V

believe the people o f  Ireland w ill give them 
little thanks for it. I f  you refer to the Pro

clamation, there is not the colour o f a rea- 

fon affigned for fo rafh. and ill-advifed a 

meafure, unleis it be Jiat pro ratione voluntas. 

I f  you refer to the enrollment o f the Vice

roy’s commiffion, that w ill afford as little 
fatisfaélion. The ufage o f  Parliament and 

recent example o f  the Britiih Senate is full 

in the teeth o f any power afTumed under it, 

o f  proroguing the Parliament, when ap

pointed
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pointed to meet for the difpatch o f buiinefs. 
An adjournment of it, when met, had been 
better, though that was not done in Eng
land, except occafionally, to wait for the re
ports from the examination of his Majelty’s
phyiicians, and the choice o f a Speaker.------
Had this Parliament been permitted to meet 
with or without his Excellency’s coming to 
the Houfe, matters could equally have pro
ceeded as in England : i f  the Lord Lieute
nant had opened the leffion with a fpeech, 
he might have recommended, or left to the 
option o f the legiilature, the poftponement 
of the appointment of a Regent till fuch 
time as it had taken place in Great Britain ; 
and that mean while they might proceed on 
the ufual and neceifary buiinefs: then all 
had been well, and fimilar to the proceed - 
ings in England ; and one would imagine 
he muft be a very ihallow ftatefman indeed 
who could have aéled otherwife. Or had 
the Lord Lieutenant ftaid from the Houfe, 
Parliament might, in that cafe, have taken 

.the .fame fteps, and acted without a head, as 
their filler fenate did.



BUT I am o f opinion, the caufe o f this 
curious Proclamation may he deducible from 
other motives ; the moft often iible o f which 
are hurry and perplexity, a total ignorance 
how to proceed till diólated to by the pre- 
fent adminiftration o f Great Britain, or the 
fear o f meeting Parliament fo unprovided. 

Be this as it maÿ, I think it is manifeft that 
it was, to give it 110 harilier an epithet, a 

moft ill-judged meafure.

I s h o u l d  not have troubled the public 
w ith m y fentiments on this matter, had I 

not felt myfelf, along with many others, ill- 
treated by this put-off. In other inftances 
I have a due refpeót for Adminiftration, no 

Partizan, nullius ad'icius in verba jurare ma- 
gijlri, w h o ,. as an independent individual, 
objeéts not to men, but their meafures, 

which, when o f a public nature, are liable 

to the animadverfions o f every man.

One of the Hereditary,

(though not o f His Excellency s Privy)
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