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J-THOUGHTS, &
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TO ﬂastte.r the peqple Wlth the ‘fem-

blance of  political  power, has been the
common .art of demagaogues in all ages;

yet a groffer fraud was never. pracifed
on the paffions, of the giddy multitude.
The great. body of the people are, by
the unalterable law of . _nature,,_mcapa_blc
of exercifing..the powers. of government;
and whcrevc.r they have been taught to
grafp at this oh_;e& whether Cefar or Pom-
pey prevailed, they have equally given to
themfelves: a: mafter, and eftablifhed a ty-
ranny. in the ftate. ‘This truth, taught by
the  hiftory, and exemplified in the ruin
of the ancient republics, fecems never to
“Rave entered into the reformation of any go-
B vernment
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vernment, until the principles-of the Britith
Conflitution, developed in the contefts with
the houfe of Stuart, and fully confirmed at
the Revoluugn,.,ax};lbltcd a ﬂru&ure of . o-
litical “wifdorh, which, ‘durrrfg a” cn?cur'} at
leaft, has been the pride and happinefs of
Britons—the admlratxon and envy of fur-
rounding nations. ‘The fundamental prin-
ciple of this conftitution is a renunciation on

the . part of the people of a]l the aéfive e:&
cufive powers of govcrnmcnt which ‘they

Bive 'velted“in one perfon—thc K‘mg, and
that " tbcﬁ’ pafwers ‘may’ be for cvci' placed
be)ond theé" qrafp of ambltlous citizens,
they have rendered Yhem bérea‘zmgw, pafling
from' fathét to fon Wlthout elettion—becaufe
the ‘eleétion<of ‘3" ﬁrpremc magrﬂratc rmght
afford “the’ oppdrtnmty of ‘confounding ' the
feveral ordérs’ bf the ftate, and’ defeatme;
the effects lﬁtended to’ be produccd by the
other parts of the conﬁltution At Y

- ““Having’ thtﬂs vefted "thé’ whblc executz've
governmc‘nt of ‘the country in"one perfon,
‘takmg his of‘tc by beredstary fucceflion, oug
znceﬂors ha\rc apphcd the thlc fcmammg
B bt
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powei's “of' the conﬁltutlon to COntrou‘l ‘this
executive' magrﬁra{é to’ prevent &t pﬂmfh
abﬁfé “All the prlvﬂe és of the' pecrs, all
the 'fights and prwﬂégcs of the peoplc, or
theit’ reprcfentatlves are adapted to this end
~the tontroul of the executive fnag1ﬁrate
Should thé "houft “of “peers, ‘or ‘the’ repre—
fentatives of the ‘people, affume dire@ly’ or
mdirc&ly, anly ‘part 'of ' the" exccutive go-
vt‘fnlnent, thcy, or‘thcu nominees, from that
inftant * become’ ‘the” executive maglfhatc,
thcy tHemfel ves hécdme partlcs in the abufe;
and thé defences of publicliberty are carried
over ' by ‘the truﬁees of the people, to the
caufé of ‘powet. "It is not, ‘therefore, with~
out reafon, that fhc prefident Montefquieu,
who' ‘faw thréugh ‘the whole {pirit of 'laws,
and 'has pronbunccd political liberty ‘to be
the dire@ end of the Britifh' Conﬁitution:,
has - affirmed that oyr liberties ‘canhot exift
whenever the two Houfcs of 'Parliament
thall draw to thcm‘fclvcs the fun&iens of
cxecutlvc govcrnrncnt ‘ :

No man, with “whom 1 have’ conver-
{ed, has ever denied the right or power of the
B2 | people,
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peaple to_deflroy this ~goodly: fabrick, or
to. model it at their pleaf‘ure Govcrnmcmt
bemg Qo,nﬁlt]utc‘d whlly Jor the éﬁztﬁ!
of the, ga'vernea’ it follows. that fOstO cannot
be Juﬁlv employed agamﬁ them, -to dlabhih
cven (the bleflings of the Brm{h Conﬁl-
tution; and that the people rn,uﬁ be the
ultimate )udgcs of what is conducjue. to Lbeir
benefit., But does. it fo,llpw ‘that. thc WO
Houfes - of Parhamcnt .can enlargc thofe
powers, Wthh they rcgmvcd as a truft for
the. peoplcP That . there: is ran. original
compa& in all government, is a noble and
juft prmcxplc equally folid and true, - under
all: cirqumilanve-, and.in all timgs=rbut
this principle applies with equal force to the
trufl. committed.- to the two Houfes of Parliament,
as to that;: vefted in thc Crown.. - Can any
man,.in, his, fenfes doubt, that if the two
Houfss Qf P&rhamcnt Ihould as once. hap-

~ pened; again nnite the legiflative and cve-
cutive: powers, by giving .to the. proch-
mations of the Crown, the force and au-
thority, of the laws, the people would be.
]uﬁlﬁcd in.refuming, a #ryft which had been
fo
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fo“WickSéiy betrayed? This refumptlon
would be. precifely warranted by what our
anceﬁors did  at- the Revolution . but in
fuch fa‘n l.e'vent I hope, we would be gprded
by thCll‘ examp/e -I hope we fhould not
abollfh the two Houfes of Parhamcnl or
abridge their powers, 'but merely transfer
the truﬁ to more honeﬁ hands . Our
that tbe ng can da no wrong ;] on thc con-
;frhry‘ it continues now,. for very. wife pur-
pofes, the conﬂltutxonal law of the country,
But they held, that a ng, violating the
or1gmai compadt, and manifefting a deli-
berate purpofe to fubvert the fundamental
.Jaws was an eyil, too mvcterate for the forrns
of , the conf’ututxon to reach—They, there-
fore, declared the throne vacant, excluding
the mifguided Prince, and his immediate
defccndants ; yet they re-effablifbed the con-
Af’utul;lon, and declared the monarchy Jere-
.a’zmry in_another family. All that the
f‘nchdg of hberty contend for is, that where
lno forfcxturc 1s pretended, or abufe fuggeft-
_cd the two Houfes of Parllamenf have not

the
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the power to rcnder the quarghy,ele&we.,
and they intredt the peoplc whofp powcr
is acknowIedged not to concur in tl;gl.é.j a&

Sat & dat

- of political fuicide,’ bccaufc they think they
e B (10U

¢an demoriﬂrate that fuch an eTe&mn, ?ven
to the temporary exeraf of regal po«wer? Wi
be deftructive of the prmc:pfes of thc Brxtdﬁ‘
Conflitution. =
- Lawyers have confounded the;pf'el'vcs ihd
others with the idea of : a X)ergfé& anafolgy, be-—
tween the fucCefﬁon to prwm‘e prapmjy on the
death of the owncr, and a fucceﬂ‘ Qn to the
Sunctions of public a’aty, on the i mcapaclty of
the truftee, pedbﬂally, to eXcrclfc the pollhcal
power annexed to his flation. The analogy
holds' as far as the dlﬁ'erent nafure of the
two {abje@s will admit; but thc natlirc of
the fubje& muft decide’in what évents, and to
what extent this rlght {hall a[tach ] A
'The ‘intereft of the commumty is beft.
advanced, by giving to each individual thc
‘entire’ abfolute dominion over his own pro-
‘perty.~He may apply it to is own perjbngl
gratification; or he may hoard it in" hlsﬁrong
box, and may dlfpofc of the Whole ‘when
' life
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life expires, according tothe drifates of caprice.
I£, duringlife,  he  becomes incapable ‘of
tranfadting Ais own daffairs, the law interpo=
fes to prote&:the property, for the benefit. of
 the individualy or:if he negleQs to makea dif-
poﬁtlon_,by will, the fame law: diréct the fuc-
ceflion to ' thofe, whoferelation: to the de-
ceafed, Tpeaks thein-zbe probable abjesis of bis
bounty. 'The powers of government are di-
re@tly oppofite in their.nature. . Thefe are
trufts given for the benefit of the conmunzty;
not of the individual. 'The exercife of thefe
powers cannot be fufpended by the difability
of the truftee to await his future difpofal.
The 'neceflity "of good goverriment, and
confequent:‘demand -for the means of ob-
taining it, aré thefame to the public, whe-
ther the particulat individual has or has not
the capacity of acting his part. ‘The means
of good government, if jufty proportioned to:
their obje@, muft be the fame, whether
adminiftered by the hands of one man, or by
thofe of another. It follows, therefore, that
if ‘the people be' not the' property of the
'ng, but the King be confidered as the in-

{trument
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ftrumerit of good government to the people}
the fame powers proportioned.to the fame end
muft be vefted inanother, dtmng ihc pm

fmzl incapacity of the individuall ' o el
-t will beafked; muft noiattention be pmi
to the'rights of  the Sovereign? Yes w—alk
pofiible attention y—not  for bis benefit, but
for that of the people.~Not bécaufe an'in<
dividual, “broken ' by infirmitiesy is better
qualified, for the tafk of government, tham
one in the vigour ‘of life'j—sbut becaufe it
is: neceflary - for our own Jeeurity, 1o pre-
ferve the bereditary. title to the monarchy,
as.- a fundamental law of the. conftitution,,
The f{ame principle. excludes, :¢very., other
individual; and all bedies of men, from par-
tieipating -with ‘the Heir, Apparent of , full
age; the exercife of regal power-during the;
ineapacity of thg,King "The ﬁﬁgle dif=.
tinGion between this; cafe; and an adtual
demife of the erown is, that the right of
the King: to refume; the government, muft
be uniformiy. acknowledged, by .a continuslh exs:
ercife of the regal powers in | bis mewe ; ‘and,
this ngﬁzrm acknowiedgment ‘s all Whlcq the
God
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God of | 'tiature permits him' perfonally ‘1o
poflefs] until a capacity torefume the actual
exercife 6f power fhall: return. 'The quef-
tion, therefore, is not, Whether the King
thall ‘perfnally exercife” the Regal 'power
himfelf,  for * this the God of nature has
probibited; but whether the'executive; fhall
be united with the legiflative power, - in the
two Héufes, ‘'or devolve' on'the Prince, ‘thie
‘hereditary fucceflion ' being “eftablithed, /16
exclude a pofibility of this whion. L Wikether
thefe ‘powers, once 'hnﬁ‘.c’fi,’ thall again ‘be
feparated, muft depetid on the pleafure of
the two Hotifes ; and ‘that the Tibefticy’ of
Gréat Biitain fhall depend on theirpleafure;
I affitm, mot to be the law of the Conflitu+
tioh. Of the contrary, ‘our liberties dea
pend on ‘the balance of the ‘three’ eftates;
upheld by the people: fis ;  R
‘But Mr. Pitt fays; we'muft; in the friter
mediate time, preferve the rights ofthe So?
vereign' ‘If by thie rights of ‘the | Sovereign).
be meant the juft and legal Prorogatives of
the crown, how can thefe be Petter focuted,
than' in the hands “6f lilte ‘Hdir Appatent]

who;
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who, having an acknowledged- title to! the
fucceffion, has the Jame intereft inithe pres
Jervation -of thefe, prerogatives ~with the
reigning King ? Vo Y o
. Af, by, the rights. of the Sovercign, be
meant a facility, when he fhall recover, of
indulging his perfonal predeliGion in favor
of individuals :=this . is an argument un-
worthy even of difcuffion.—~It is in- other
words, to affirm, that we muft fubmit to 2
faltious, disjointed government, for an inde-
finite .term, perhaps for twenty years,. that
in the poflible event of a recovery, the King
may find no obitacle to the gratification of
a {uppofed private perfonal inclination: ~ This
s to treat the people of Great Britain, asthe
private property of the Sovereign ; and in ef-
fect, to revive the long exploded nonfenfe of
a jure divino right in Kings. Such is the
claim made by the minifter of a prince of
- the Houfe of Brunf{wick! After all, this
Juppofed perfonal predeli&iion, in a court where
Mr. Wilke, has become a favourite, is, in
fad as ridiculous, as in juft reafoning con-
temptible. Kings have no friends.—They
- ‘ fele&t
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fele@ theirinftruments of government/agd
cording to the neceflities of thetiour ':*'an'd‘*iﬁ
Mr. Pitt was preferred to6 Mr. Fox; "when
the latter: encroached on ‘thc“pretog&tivt“
why may we not {ufped’ d’ change of fenti-
ment in the Royal breafty’ when He lcdrns
that the 'gigantic ambition ‘of this young
ftatefman has fkaken the" heredrtéry rrght of
the Monarch 2,00 Shios ton <

- Whatever- may» be the: Views'or motives
of ‘contending ! fratefmen;ithe care of the’

people ought to'be " diredted 'to oné ‘objed<T
to preferve’, the» Conftitution” efitire. = Mr.,
Pitt propofes to (defalcate the' Royal autho-
Fity in order: fo preferve ito° MIY. Pitt Has
maintained, that in the year 1784., the King,
in full poffeffion of the whole' Royal autho-
rity, with difficulty preferved ‘his juft and
legal portionsof 'the government, againft a
party, aided by accidental’ advantstges He
therefore propofes, that’a “Regént, ' whbfe
government, under all poffible c:rcumftances
muft.be weaker than that of 4 King,"fhall’
have Zefs power.’ Why'?Lbecaufe hebelieves
the Regent prefers another ta hlmfelf and’
N Ca he
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he withes to prepare a fcene, in-which ha
. may..alt the. part, which in his adverfary,
he bimfelf condemned. When I hear thefe
things, | am loft in amazement at the cone
fidence of thqir;dividual,' and the folly of
thofe 'whe liften, to him, ool sdifiNGs1a6:

What - portion. of the royal authority  is
deemed upneceffary in a Regent, this great
legiflator has not condefcended to difélofe,
Fame reparts, two.: particulars—sthe power
of  creating Peers—and of diffolving Parlia«
ments. ' That the power of creating Peers
may be abufed, no manican deny. "The
hiftory -of the, laft four .years, i which
Mr: Pitt has added a feventh part to the
Peerage of . Great Britain, - would confiite
him, if he did. |, Should " the- FecOmmendq~
tions of Mr. Fox,. i fome degree,: countér-
balanee the influence - thus acquired, |the
mealure does not! appedr ruinous to  the
Conftitution.. . In. this, as im every “othey
part of the momentuous fubje& under dife
cuffion, the people. have o idtereftin the'
contentions of Mr. Pitt and Mr.Fox. 'Their
interefis 18 tor preferve the Juft balanee of

7 g D the
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the Conftitution. . 1f .this power be ufclefs,
or mtfnhrc:mus, in:the executive magiftrate)
let ‘him, who maintains the: poﬁtlon.,. opénly
propofe:itss abolition:  No ‘man is abfurd
enough  to - advance fuch an 'argument.
This, hkeevery other prérogative, is given
for the wifeft purpofes ; and is more necefs
fary to a Regent than to a King. This
prerogative is given to the exetutive magif-
trate, to reward, eminent’ talents and -dif-
tinguithed public fervice ; and to diffipate,
an the Houfe' of Peers, ‘any cabal, deftruc-
tive to- the harmony’ of the three eftates, or
' to the juft rights) of either. To contend,
that thefe objeés fhall await the death, or
recovery of the 'King, is to confider the
royal authorityas the private property of
the Sovereign, not as a fruft, conferred for
the bencfit of the people. 1t is as abfurd, as
to maintain; that a ‘King fhall not create
Peers, ‘becaufe 'the particular exertion of
this power may’ not meet the rappr'obation

of his' fucceflor, - .« !
The other propofed dcfalcatwn of royal
aﬁthontv, is yet' more monftroys. To pre-
vent
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venit)a diffolution i of ‘Parliament; withodt
theirf.own: confent;»is an:exact ccounterpart
of:the act of (thedong: Parliament in 1640l
which dcluged ¢his country': with< blood,
overturned the €hirch.and monarchy, and
Yeftithis ifland; - at the clofe of acivil Avars
@xpofed :to: allithe horrorsiof ‘military deft
patifm.; nFrom the change which has 'taken
place; in ipublic affairs, to.convene the exs
ifting! Parliament: gannually,is mo longeriin
the choice of the executive magiftrate. It
is:an adt ofdneceflity.: . The duration of the
feflion depends wholly on ~themfelves—on
- their sown’ imanagement of :the public bufi-
nefs.) 1, -therefore,'the -executive magif-
trate has no power to diffolve’ Parliaments
‘und 'to appeal to the People, the phrenzy of
an hour: may irrecoverably deﬁroy thﬁ laws
and’ Conflitutioni \ 'y
o1 Thefetwiomeafures; fecm to be mtended
‘to congilitate the two Houfes to other mea-
fures, hereaftér to be -adopted. The im-
portance of the Peerage is encreafed by the
exclufion: of new ‘Members, and the repre-
ﬁm‘an*ves of the people acquire an indepen-

dent
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dent pqﬁ'ciﬁon of their, feats, until'a lapfer
of time thall reftore. the rights of the nation!

at large. ' In the mean time; the temptation’
to, the. abufe of truft, in both branches, is
mc;cafcd, becaufe it will no longer.be in
the power of the executive magiftrate, even:
aided by the people, to arreft the progrefs
of their ambition, and to preferve the juft
balance of the Conflitutions

. We, who are no| politicians, havc ‘been
m:_._ the habit of regarding the Britith Con-
ftitytion, as the moft perfe& model of civil
liberty, which the mind of man. has \ever
conceived, Liberty here appears, according
toithe prefident Monte{quieu, asin a mirror..
We,  therefore, are mnot - difpofed to relith
innovations. We are apt to imagine our
rights may be as well fecured, by the pre-
fent laws and conftitution controuling the
executive powers  of Government in the
hands of the Prince of Wales, asiin thofe
of his father. If we are alarmed . at: in-
fidious attempts to fupplant the Prince, , by
giving, him the name of Regent, and with-
holding the ncccﬂ"ary means of Govern-

ment,
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ment, this' ‘alarm is riot'diminithed by ’I!H'e'
procefs eniployed to'‘produce this effedti’
The: King's> authority, fignified by both’
Houfes, was the' phrafe ufed by the long
Parliament of 1646, when they overtirned
the/monarchy, and fubverted the liberties
of the people. 'The refemblance is ftriking,
but! the abfurdity ‘is grcater-—-an tncapacity
in the King o a&; “is ‘now declared
by.~onevvote ‘of the Heoufe of Commons,
and a Commiflion, ‘under the Great Seal
propofed - in anothet, affirming  the con-
Sfent sof ‘that King, 't6'an ordinanee of the
two Houfes. " 'The fame artifice, we are in-
clined to {ulpe@®;' is now employed to the
famie i enid—to cheat ‘the public ear with the
name-of the King.as a part of the chlﬂa-
ture, whilé the fibfance is withheld, We,
thercfore, intreat to have the actual effec-
tivé exerdife ‘of the kingly power reftored,
before ‘hig"fanction is given to the ads of
the two Heufes:.

““An-Addrefs to the Prince, calling him ta
the 'exercife’ of the reghl authority, in the
name of his father, is fo fimple and obvious

R 4 mode



E "“..‘

defence.
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.'a mode of reftoring the Conftitutional Go-

vernment to its full vigour, that nothing
lefs than the contefts of party, and the

~ftruggles of ambitious {tatefmen, could, for

a moment, obfcurc {o plain a truth. The
Prince has the fame interefts with the King
—the permanent fecurity of the regal prero-
gative ; and the two Houfes of Parliament,
excluded from all pretenfions to exercife
or delegate thefe powers, will be retained
in the interefts of the people, in the dif-
charge of their peculiar duties—to controul
the Minifters appointéd by him. 'To this
obje all the laws of the country, and the
priviledges of both Houfes are adapted ;
and if we do not affe& to be wifer than the
laws, a crifis which threatened to convulfe
the kingdomyand overturn the Conftitntion,
will ferve only to rekindle our zeal in its °

A PRIVATE CITIZEN.
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