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Obfervations on the Trade and ManufaGures of Ire-
Lanp, and the Meansto encourage, improve, and extend
them ; with fome Reafons why GreaT-BriTain fhould be
more indulgent to IRELAND In particular points of Trade.
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Some Reafons and Obfervations why Abfentees fhould be
obliged to contribute to the Support and Welfare of the
Country, they derive their Honours, Eftates, and Incomes
from.
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‘L(;)rds,. Gentlemen and othcrs;

Who having Eftates, Employments or Penfions in
IrRELAND, {pend the fame abroad ; ; together with
an Eftimate of the Yearly Value of the fame,

As taken in Fanuary, 1767.

Firft Clafs comprehends thofe who live coni’céﬁtly

abroad, and are feldorn, or never, {een in fre-
land.

Penfions Civill, Military and French.

‘ ADY Kilmanfeg - - %7:50
- L Lady How - = 500
Weft - - - - 400
Executors of the Earl of Harrington 2600
Lady Cecilia Finch - - 400
Lady Young - - - 600
Ann Palmer - - - - 900
Earl of Jerfey, - - I < ¥
Executors of 'A. Skutz . - - 1200
Chriftopher Shroder - - 1000

- John Cooper = o - 500
| [ A 2 John



John Roberts - -
George Hamilton - -
Earl of Albemarle - -
[.ord Grantham - »
‘Thomas Bourcheir s
Earl of Cholmondeley - v
Baron de Sporke - 5
Tord George Beauclerk -
Lady Waldgrave 2 A
Princefsof Hefle » 3 >4
Jobt. S. Carleton z 4 [
Dukeof Brunfwick - 4
Sir Edward Hawke = x
Executors of Lady Yarmouth

[ .ord Bathurit L/ %

Lord Tyrawly - > a

Ann Pitt - > 5 ¥
Gafper Gravenhop - -
Lady Beauclerk = 0 %

William Champuey - "

Frederick Erneft o X &

Princefs Amelia < o

Thomas Cumming i &

Phlllps Francis W e
Sir William York T
Melcher Guy Dickens -

George Charles

Children of Countefs of Upper Oﬂ'ory
Edward Wefton

Duke of Athol z .
Princefs Augufta ” 5
Liady Louifa Lennox B0 :
Mrs) K. Bathurft < ¥

Duke of York b - 2
Mrs. Mordaunt & 4
George Whitlocke = - )

400
3700
1200

400

800
5000

500
2000
2000
4000
2000

500
1000

400

400
1090
1000
1000

300

600
1200

500

1000

600

- 500
2000
5000

500

400
3000

450
2000

Edward
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£9% )
Edward Willes - g 100
p. Lieut. Nicholas Kelloway - 855
Llcut Col. Robert Clerk - 600
Above [400 yearly Total £ 62425
Under /400 yearly . - 7850

Total 1027 5

Note all the Penfions Civil, Military, and ZFrench
amount to £91217 18s. 24

Duke of Devonfhire - ’ 10,000
Dorfet - » s 2000
Marquis of Rockingham 3 10,000
Earl of Cork =~ - . @ 4000
Montrath - ” - 6000
Egmeont - - - 6000
Hartford - é - 9000
Donegal = g e 15,000
Abercorn - - L 7000
Befborough - - 8000
Bleflington - ’ . 5000

Upper Offory . : 4000
Shelburn _ - - - 12,000
Thomond = - - - 4000
Ludlow St ’ . 4000
Stanhope T b 1000
Portfmouth - - = 4000

Powis v - 3000
Catherlogh - v 4 2000

Lady Dowager Shelburne - 7000

~ Lord Vif, Middleton ; S e

Aﬂlbl'QOk - - 3000
+. Weymouth o 3000
~ Palmer {ton - - 4000

Aj Lord



Lord Courtney 28 -
Villars - * 9

Digby -
Fortefcue -
Bellew. =
Carysfort - -
Strange -
Beaulieu =
Clive - g
Heirs of Lord Blunden
Sir Robert Dundafs AL
Sir William York -
General Montague -
James Lennox Dutten, Efq;
}kmbh’TMmmsFumnmnme
Heirs of Admiral Warren
Honble. John Barry -
Francis Bernard, Efq; -
Admiral Rawley 7.
 Needham, Efg;
Arthur Annefley, Efg; 3
Richard Hully Efq; -
Sir George McCartney
Edwards, Efq;
James Whitchead, Efq;
Welbore Elhis -
Thomas Staunton - s
William Bernard =
Francis Annefley & &
Stephen Ram X 2

Hon. Richard Barry - o
General Burton - S

Hon. Chichefter
Si-1_~ William Pens Heirs- -

= 5000
= . { 4090

- g 3000
1200

- “gqo00

- 3000
- 3000
=3 2500
2 1700
- 3000
- 2500
- 1700
- 5000
Sl 10,000
- 4000
“ 3000
SV 3000
- 8000
- 1200
- 5000
- 4000
-_ 700

= 1000
S o 3000
- 2000
i 1000

= Ol 200

=i 1500 ‘
- 800

i - add 4100

4 700
> 1000

i 1400

Henry

|
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Henry Obrlan B - =T U= . 25007

Thomas Taaf, Efq; - - 1500
London Soc1ety - 8000
Several Corporations in England 3500
Sir Peter Leicefter - : ~ 800
Sir Peter Dennis’s Heirs % % 1000

S
.%maa;{/%a% £ 247,400

, Vé;fu

Second Clafs comprehends thefe who live gene-
rally abroad and vifit Zreland occafionally,
for a very fhort Time,

Earl of Clanrickard - - J 5000
' Hilllborough - - ~ § 6000
Farnham ™ o 6000
Anglefea o Z - 6000
Kerry - - 4000
- Lord Vif. Fltz—Wlllnams Wt " 4000
Cunningham. - - - 4500
B Clare 2 b - - 3500
- Lord Cahir 2 - - 2500
- Milton - - - 4000
Sir William Mayne, Bart, - - - 3000
- Simon Lutterel, Efq; 4 5S4 3500
George Mathew, Elq; - - 6000
Malpas Efq, - - - 1500

-Z A! ; ' ¢ : S
£ 59,500
_‘ xg‘f‘ | A a ~ Third
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Third Clafs comprehends thofe who live ge'
nerally in Zreland, but were ogcafionally abfent
in Famuary 1764, for Health, Pleafure, or Bufi-
nefs. ,
Note, Their Number is generally the fame for
if fome come home, others go abroad and fupply
their Places. (8§

I have now before me a Lift of Thirty
five Lords and Gentlemen comprehend- -
ed within this Clafs, but I forbear ‘
mentioning them as they happened .to °
be abroad accidentally only (I may fay)
at that Time and they are Men that
have the Intereft of Zreland as much at
Heart and lament the Injury and 1.ofs
it fuftains by its Abfentees as any Men.
The Annual Income of whofe Eftates
amounts to upwards of 75,000

E » &

Perfons poflefled of Employments and
Offices, abfent Fanuary, 1767.

Earl of Briftol, 1.ord Lieutenant, 16000
Principal Secretary to do. - 4000
Second Secretary to do, - 500
Poft Office, - - - 16000

James Ofwald, James Greenville, and Haac
Barre, Efqrs. Vice-Treafurers of Jre-

land, - - - - Qo000
I—Iugh V. Jones, an John Milbank,Efgrs

ommiflioners of the Revenue 2000
Richard Rigby, Efq; Mafter of the Rolls,
2000/, a Year, and as much more com-
puted for 8 Places in his Gift, worth

cach upwards of 3000/, "' 4000

- ; William

it
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William Hamilton, Efq; Chancellor of the
Exchequer - - 1600
Lord Clanbrazill, ChiefRemembrancer of the
Exchequer - 2200
Richard Vernon, Efg; Clerk of the uit-
rents < - 500
Charles Fitzroy Scudamore, Efg; Curfitor in
Chancery - . 300
William Chefhire, Philazer in Common Pleas 200
Sir Wm. Knatchball, Exigenter in do. 300
Hon. William Molefworth, Surveyor-General 400
Robert Wood, Mafter of the Revels 400
--——— Hay, State Mufician 400
. Sir Rob. Wilmot, Solicitor in England 1200
Lord Harrington, Cuftomer in Dublin, 500
Henry “Tilfon, Craner indo. = - 400
Regifter Prerogative 600
Dr. Robinfon, Lord Primate 6000
| Jackfon, Bifhopof Kildare 1’700
Bernard, Derry 4500
Brown, Cork 1800
Garnet, Clogher 3500
Cradock, Kilmore 1600
Gore, — Elphin 2200
Ofwald, Raphoe 2000
Cumberland, Clonfert 1600
Treile, Down 2000
Newcome, Dromore 1600
Andrews, Provoft of Trinity College,
Dublin - - 1500
Wilder, Senior Fellow of do. 500
Agar, Dean of Kilmore 600

Lewis, Dean of Offory 500
: Dr.




G000

.Dr. Coote, Dean of Kilfenora
Pallen - o

200
. 500
£935000

N. B. There is no Perfon (except the g_Ofﬁcers
in Chancery and Common Pleas) mentioned in
the above Lift, whofe Income is under 400/,

yearly 1n Ireland.

Spent abroad yearly by thofe
whofe Income is under £400 a
Year, either for the moft Part
abroad, or go there occafionally
for Pleafure or Health,

Half of thefe are fuppofed to
belong to the firft Clafs, and the
other Half equally to the other
two.

Traveling Expences of Mer-
chants Dealers and T'raders, who
go over yearly in great Numbers
from freland to England to buy or

- fell Commodities,

Spent yearly in' the Education
of Children of Proteftants, and
Men of Fortune at Oxford and
Cambridge, and the Schools in
England, and of Children of Papifts
in Foreign“Colleges, and Travel.
1ng Chargesard Expencesof young
Gentlemen and others abroad,

Spent yearly by young Students

at'the feveral Inns of Court,

Spent in Lawfuits on Appeals to
the Houfe of Lords, Courts of

Delegates, Writs of Error to the

50,000

8000

26,000

9000

Court
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Court of Kings Bench in England,
Opinions and Advice of Council
there on feveral Occafions,

Spent in Attendance and Appli-
cation for Employments Ecclefia(-
ticanl, Civil and Military, and
other Occafions, _

It appears by the Eftablithment
given into Parliament for the Year
1765, that the Eftablithment for
General Officers, was /32,232

I 1000

8000

yearly, Three Fourths of whichis -

{pent abroad, feldom or never more
than Three out of the Twelve Ge-
neral Officerson the Staff attending.

Troops on this Eftablithment,
FourRegiments of Horfe, Eight of
Dragoons, and Thirty of Foot ;
of which Six Regiments of Foot are
conftantly Abroad, fome Times
more. ThePay to the Commiffioned
Officers of all faid Regiments (ex-
cept ‘the Six abroad) amounts to
onComputation £ 1,48,330 125. 64.
yearly, one Fourth of which, at
leaft 1s {pent abroad

The whole Pay of the Six Re-
giments of - Foot {pent abroad,
amounts to . - -

The Eftablifhment for Half

g.24,174 11 O

| Pay Officers amounted to £45,012

10s. 1d. one Third of which fpent
abroady” ~ - - ;

ForOfficers Widows, £16,754
115,454, yearly, one Third fpent

— -

82

y
o‘,;ﬁ‘.’

37,082 13 O

47,121 IO
yR51904 3 4
5,584 17 1
Sent
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Sent to England one Year with
another, to buy Recruit Horfes for

Twelve Regiments, = - 35240
Spent in England for raifing
Recruits for the Foot Service, 3000 |

Perquifites on Cloathing Forty

two Regiments at £ 250 each,

yearly comes to [10500, Two

Thirds of which {pent abroad, 4000 .
‘Caried off yearly by Adventurers '

to America, who may be reckoned

one Year with another 4000 in

Number, and to carry off each one

with another / 10 - - 40,000
Remitted yearly an Account of

Enfurance of Ships, Aflurancefrom

Fire, to religious Houfes abroad,

Freight of Ships, for Coaches,

Carriages, Toys, Cloaths, Furni-

ture, Jewels, Haberdafheiries, and

many fuch like Things, 30,000 O O

Total of all the above, [ 869,382 14 ¢

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES.

THe above Lifts fhew us clearly what immenfe
Sums are drawn out of this Kingdom Annually,
but there are many other Articles to be taken into
Confideration, whenever we come to make a Com-
putationupon this Head, they will readily occur to
every Gentleman, fome of which we fhall here
mention: Indeed tho’ thefe Articles cannet be
rated at ‘any certain Sum, yet they may well be
computed to encreafe the Annual drain of Money
outof the Kingdom, not lefs than 200,000/ many
think they may well be rated at 300,000 /.

Furft,
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FirsT, WE are to obferve that a great many
Eftates, and Woods, have of late been fold in
Ireland, and all the Purchafe Money, at once
carry’d to England ; and, which is farther remark-
able, fome Eftates have in the Compafs of a few
Years been fold again, and all the Purchafe Money
fent away afecond Time.

SeconND, THaT great fums of Money are Yearly
fent abroad to difcharge old Debts, contracted by
Perfons now refiding in freland.

Tuirp, THO' fome of the aforefaid Perfons,
may {pend lefs abroad than here rated ; yet many
of them fpend much more than their Yearly In-
come ; which Debts muft be paid in England, after
they come to refide in Ireland.

FourTH, THAT feveral Eftatesof 77/ Land-
lords, who live abroad, have of late been much
rais’d, and large Fines taken and remjtted to them;
and many more Eftates will not fail to be raifed to
the Height, as the old Leafes expire, and thereby
encreafe their Yearly Draughts upon us.

Firru, THrAT feveral Perfons who live abroad,
have large Mortgages, on Eftates in lreland ; the
Intereft Money whereof is conftantly returned to
them in England.

SixTH, MaNy of our young Lords and Gentle-
men, ina few Years after the come to Age, {quander
in other Countries all the ready Money, which had
been faved for them by their Guardians in their

» Minorities.

SEvENTH, GREAT Numbers live abroad whofe
Names or Eftates for want of due Information, are
here omitted.

EicuTH, THERE is Yearly carried out of this
Kingdom, about 150,000/ by the Colliers of Eng-
land and Scotland, who take very little elfe but

ready
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ready Money in Return for their Coals: But thig’
Point will more properly come to be confidered
hereafter, upon the Article of Trade.

I sHaLL now beg leave to take Notice of ‘the
Method and Caution made ufe of, in forming, a,q(j
drawing up the faid Lift ; and to obferve, that the
beft Endeavourshave not been wanting, to procure
from Receivers, Agents, and others, an exact in-
formation of the clear Yearly Income of the Eftates
of the Perfons mentioned in the {aid Lift, and of the
Sums of Money they may reafonably be fuppos’d to
fpend abroad, and that Care has been taken in the
Computation, to be always under the real Value,
in ‘Order to make Allowances for. 'Lofs to Agents,
Quit-rents, and other Charges.* :

WE are farther to ~obferve, ‘that" the Eftates of
many of the faid Perfons are much larger than here
fet down; but being fubjett to Jointures, Rent
Charges, and*Debts, which are {pent at Home
we have not therefore fet forth the full Value of
them, but fo much only asis fuppofed to be {pent
abroad. '-

THo’ fome of our Gentlemen ftay abroad but a.

fhort T'ime, yet when we would compute how much
Money 1s Yearly drawn outof the Kingdom, we
are oblig’d to take Notice of all thofe Perfons, who
are at any ome Time abfent; for if fome come

Home others do not fail to go abroad, and fupply”

their Places.

Ir through Mifinformation, the Yearly Income,.

or Remittances of fome Perfons, mentioned in the
faid Lift, fhould happen to be over-rated ; that is
amply. made up by others, who will be found upon
Enquiry to be undercharged.

R o TR R e oy R RVl it m




A General Abftra@ of the Quantity of Money

drawn out of the Kingdom.

By the Penfioners comprehended in

the Firft Clafs - - 70,275 © o
By ‘the other Perfons of the firft
. Clafs = . \ = 247,400 ©O o
By thofe of the Second Clafs - 59,580 o0 o-
By thofe of the Third Clafs - 55,000 o o
By thofe who have Employments or
Offices in Ireland E - 93,000 0 o
By thofe whofe Income is under
£ 400 Yearly - - < 50,000 0 0
Travelling Expences Merchants and
T'raders - » - - 800 o0 o
Education of Youth &c. and at Inns
of Courts . - - w2000 o o
Law Suits &c. and Attendance for
- Employments, &c. - - 19,000 O 0
By the Eight ‘Articles relative to
theMilitar'y ! - - - 142,207 14 6
By Adventures to dmerica - - 40,000 o0 o
By Enfurance of Ships, &e. - - 30,000 o o
R £.860382
By the AdditinalArticles - - 2gc3>ooo Yiaf
£ L £1,069,382 14 6
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Peers of Ireland who are Abfentees and have
no Eftate in Jreland. '

Earl of Defmond E. E. How
Waterford E. E. Chetwind
Fitz-Willlams E. E. Grimfton
‘Tilney Barring tor
Verney Vane
Panmure Bateman
Fife - Galway
"T'yrconnell Gdge
Mexborough Ligonier
Winterton ' Fortrofe

Ld. Vif. Kilmurry Lord Baltrmore
Lumley Sherard
Wenman - Maynard
Mulineux - Hawley
Fairfax Tyrawly
Cullen , - Aylmer
Tracey Fortefcue
Bulkley - Colerane
Cholmondeley Ofwell
Down = - Walcot
Litburn -~ -~ - Piget :
TFaaf: gy - 7E

N. B. All Gentlemens Eftates are intended
to be rated under the real Value and only fo
much of them as may be {uppofed: to'be {pent
abroad and. tho’ the utmoft Care and great En-
quiry have been made ufe of to prevent Mif-
takes in Rating the Value of Eftates and Em-
ployments and making computations and finding
out who are Abfentees yet no Doybt there muft
from the Nature of a Work of this Kind be
many Errors and Miftakes, which as they are
by no Means intentional, no one ought to be dif-
obliged at them and the Publifher upon Informa-
tion to the Printer will be extremely willing to

fet them right.
OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS

s o

N A TVHE

. PRECEDENT LISTS;

AND, ON THE

Trade of IRELAND, &e.

\HE late Thomas Prior, a Man of great Know-

ledge and Abilities, and one who fpent a
'long Courfe of Years in promoting the Welfare
- and Happinefs of “his Country, and who for many
' Years was a moft ufeful and active Member of the
| Dublin Society, and in that Capacity greatly con-
tributed to the Encouragement of Arts, Manu-
factures and Hufbandry in this ngdom wrote
a Treatife upon this Subject about Thlrty Years
ago, agQ(\ gave usa Lift of the Abfentees of that
§ lme, by which 1t appears that there then was
: Yearly
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Yearly drawn out of this Kingdom fo large a Sum

asupwards of £621,000 by Abfentees. =
ApouT thatTime Men were fo fully fatisfied of

the Mifchiefs and Misfortunes attending fomany
Gentlemen living out of the Kingdom, and fuch
an immenfe Sum being Yearly {pent abroad, that
the Legiflature thought it highly neceflary to re-
medy this great Evil in fome Meafure,

AND accordingly pafs’d an A& of Parliament,
in the Year 1715 ; whereby Perfons who had any
Salaries, Profits of Employments, Fees or Penfions
in Ireland, {hould pay unto His Majefty Four Shil-
lings out of every Twenty Shillings Yearly, which
they were entitled unto, unlefs fuch Perfons thould
refide within the Kingdom for Six Months in every
Year, which Tax was to be deducted Yearly out
of the Salaries, Employments and Fees, by the
Perfons who paid the fame, and to be by them
paid to the Vice Treafurers, to be accounted for to
His Majefty, and their Deputies were to givein on
Oath an Account of the neat Profit of the Em-
ployments, en Pain of being incapacitated to ex-
ecute fuch Deputation, and of forfeiting One
Hundred Pounds. The Secretary of the Com-
miffioners of the Revenue, the Agents of Regi-
ments and Agents of Perfons entitled to receive
Salaries or Penfions, were on Pain of being difabled
to hold their refpective Offices, to deliver in on
Oath a Lift of the Officers of the Revenue, the
Officers of Regiments above the Degree of a Field
Officer, and of the Perfons entitled to receive Sala—
ries or Penfions, who fhall be out of the Kingdom
for Six Months.

Tuere was a Saving for the Lord Lieutenant,
or other Governor of this Kingdom, and their

Secre-

_"I

!
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Secretaries, and fuch Perfons who fhould be ek~
empted by His Majefty’s Sign Manual, and Officers
of Regiments commanded abroad, Half-Pay Of-
ficers, Widowsof Officers, and any Officer under
the Degree of a Field Officer. |

Tuis Taxon fuch Abfentees was continued by

~ feveral A&s of Parliament, in {fubfequent Seflions,
till the Year 1753 ; when it appearing that the
King’s Minifters prevailed on the Crown to exercife
the difpenfing Powers contained in the above
Claufe, and in the Cafe of Penfions frequently to
grant fuch Addition to the Penfion as might be fuffi-
cient to anfwer the Tax; for which fee the Lift of
Penfions.

Many worthy Gentlemen for thole Reafons,
and finding very little Benefitaccrued to the Public
from the Tax by the above Means, I may truly
fay, of evading the A& of Parliament and the In-

- tention of the Legiflature, confented to the letting
the Tax drop, not from any Difapprobation of the
Tax, but they faw clearly that as it was then mo-
delled, and applied, it would an{wer no publick
-Benefit.

By the above you fee how fenfible the Legifla-
ture and People were of this great Evil, let us now
take a View what our Anceftors thought of it, and

i the Provifions they made in this Cafe.

% Sir Jobn Davis, Attorney General in Ireland, to

King Fames the Firft, in his Hiftorical Relations has

obferved that the Abfence of the great Lords (who
having great Eftates in freland, yet kept their con-
tinual Refidence in England ) was the principal Caufe
of the flow Progrefs made in the Reduction of Zre
land, and of the frequent Rebellions of the fri/b, who
were thereby encouraged to' make Encroachments

B2 upon
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upon the Englifp, and difpoflefs them of their Lands,
and that the Kings of England were thereby put
to the Necefiity of fending Armies over from Time
to Time to reduce and reconquer feveral Provinces

thereof. : :
For which Reafon an Ordinance had been made

in England, the 3d of Richard the Second; againft -

fuch as were abfent from their Lards in Ireland,
which gave two third Parts of the Profits thereof
unto the King, until they returned or placed a
fufficient: Number of Men to defend the fame ;
which Ordinance was put in Execution for many
Years after, as appears by fundry Seizures made
thereupon, in the Time of Richard the 2d. and
Henry the 4th, sth, and 6th, whereof there remain
Recordsin the Remembrancer’s Office here. Among
the reft the Duke of Norfolk was impleaded on this
Ordinance, for two Partsof the Profits of his Lands
in the County of exford, in the Time of Henry

- the 6th, and afterwards, on the fame Reafon of :

State, all the Lands of the Houfe of Norfolk, of
the Earl of Shrewfbury, Lord Berkely, and others,
(who having Lands in Zreland, yet refided continu.
ally in England,) were entirely refumed and vefted
in the Crown by the A& of Abfentees, made the
2,8th of Heury the 8th.

Nor only two thirds of the Profits of the Lands of
Abfentees were forfeited by Law, but if any in
Office wentout of the Kingdom, his Office became
void immediately, and therefore in the » 5th of
Henrythe6th, an A& patt in freland , that whereas
it was/in Doubt, if any Perfons in Office, did pafs
by Sea from one Port of Zreland to another, whether
their Offices were void, as if they had paffed intofg-
land,or into other Lands out of Ireland, it was there-

by

. T T
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by declared, that any Officer may pafsinto Ships,
~ or Boats, from any Part of Jre/and to another, with-
out forfeiting his Office; and by another A¢ made
in the fame Year, entitled, an At concerning
Abfentees; it was ordained, that if any of the
King’s Subjects, or Officers, be abfent out of the
Land of Ireland, by the Commandment of the
King, or the Governor, or Council, that their
Lands, Rents, or Offices, by their faid Abfence,
fhall not be feized, nor taken into theKing’s Hands,
- and their Offices fhall not be void. ,

f_ ~ Tuese A&s do neceflarily imply and prefuppofe

that there were then Acts in Foree, (which though
now not mentioned in our Statute-Books, yet pofii-
~ bly may be found in fome of our Offices of Record)
i whereby the Offices, and two third Parts of the

. Profits of the Lands of Abfentees, were forfeited

to the King ; and the Statute of Abfentees, of the
- 28th of Henry the 8th, exprefsly takes Notice, that
. two Parts in three of the Yearly Profits of the Lauds
" of abfent Perfons, did by reafon of their Abfence:
~ belong to the King, by Virtue of the Sratutes in
~ that Cafe provided.

An ACT paffed the.zoth Char. 1. Ch, 21.

. ReciTivg, That the King and his Progenitors out
* of their princely Wifdom, had thought proper to
* confer upon feveral able, worthy, and well-de-
* f{erving Perfons, inhabiting or dwelling in England
" and elfewhere out of the Kingdom of Zreland,
. Titles of Honor, whereby they. do. enjoy Place
. and Precedeney according to their Titles refpec-
- tively, fo thatitcannot be denied, but that 1n a
. juft way of ReTrisurion, they ought to contri-
| | B 3 bute
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bute to all publick Charges and Payments, taxed
by Parliament in that Kingdom, from .whence the
Titles of their Honors are derived, and whereunto
others of their Rank there Refident are liable,

It 1s Enacted, That all and every Perfon or Per-
fons, now being or which fhall hereafter be an
Earl, Vifcount, or Baron of that Kingdom, and
have Place and Voice in the Parliament of that
Realm, tho’ Refident or Dwelling in England or
clfewhere, fhall be liable to all publick Payments
and Charges which fhall be Taxed or Affefled in
thisor in any other Parliament, and fhall from Time
to Time contribute thereunto, and pay their Rate-
able Parts thereof in fuch Manner and Form as
others of their Rank are liable unto, or fhall pay.

And by anotber ACT of the 26th of Hen. VI, Cha, 1.

Reciting, That divers Perfons advanced toBe-
nefices within Zreland, do abfent them out of the
faid Land in other Lands, whereby the Iffues and
Profits of their {aid Benefices are Yearly taken
forth of the faid Land of Zre/and, to the great Im-
poverifhment and Weakening of the fame, dimi-
nifhing of God’s Service, and withdrawing of Hof-
pitality.

IT is Enacted, That allManner of Benefices with-
in the faid Land, of whatfoever Conditien that
they be, fhall keep Refidence continually in their
proper Perfons in the faid Land, within Twelve
Months after this Parliament finithed, and other-
wife the Iffues and Profits of the faid Benefices
(Divine Service and Ordinary Charges kept) fhall
be divided, the half to the Commodity and Profit
of their Benefices, and Churches, the other half

ta
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 wbe expeﬂded in the King’s Wars in Defence of

the poor Land of /freland, and any Grarts of Ab-
{fency made by the King to them or any, of them,
or to be made and granted in Time coming to the
contrary thereof to be void and of no Force in
Law, unlefs that it be by Authority of Parlia-
ment. ;
~ Tuese were fome of the legal Provifions which
our Anceftors made to prevent our Gentlemen of
Eftates and Employments, and allo our Clergy
from living abroad, and we do not find they were
ever tepealed; happy had it been for the King-
dom, if they had been duly executed.

MonEey being the Meafure of all.Commerce, a

* certain Quantity thereof is neceflary for carrying

on the T'rade of each Country, in Propertion to the
Bufinefs thereof ; it is generally eftimated that the
Current Species of England is about Fourteen Mil-
lion Sterling, and that fo much is neceflary for its

‘Foreign and Domeftick Trade, inwhichit 1s much

aflifted by many Millions _more in Bank Notes,
Bank and South-Sea Steck and other Publick Se-
curities, whichbeing eafily wransferred from One
to another, have in Effe¢t the Ufe and Converience
of Money.

It is reafonable to fuppofe, that the Quantity of
Species requifite to carry on the Trade of Ireland

 with Fafe and Advantage cannot be lefs than

£ 1,200,000, if we confider that the Yearly Value
of our Exports is at a Medium for 7 Years, eadicg
the 25th of March, 1766, £2,426,423, 195. 44.
and of our Imports /1,936,587, 85. 44. That the

b publick Revenue and Charge of the Eftablifhment

are each upwards of /900,000, per Annun, ard
shat our-Rents and Domeftick Commerce, amourt
a TS Yearly
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Yearly to the Value of feveral Millions, all which

Articles muft be paid in ready Money, efpecially

in Ulfter and Connaught, and therefore can hardly

be fuppofed to require lefs than £1,200,000, for
the convenient Management thereof. -~ .

OF late Years we have moft fenfibly felt a Scarci ty
of Money, and never more than this Summer,
when Exchange rofe up to 10 per Cent. .and Mer-
chants could not get their Bills at any Rate Dif-
counted. Money which could fome few Years
ago be had at 4 per Cenr. cannot now at lefs
than 6, and Gentlemen of Eftates and unde-
niable Land Security, cannot without the greateft
Difficulty raife Money, the Bankers finding fo great
a Call; and 1t 1s fo much their Convenience to em-
ploy moft of their Cath in the Difcounting Trade,
which they call very emphatically a living Cre-
dit, as-the Money lent that way comes back again
in fo thort a Time, :

Trrs Want of Money in the Kingdom throws
a Damp upon all Bufinefs. Manufacturers cannot
be fet to work, Materials purchafed, or Credit
fubfift; and People who are willing to {upport
themfelves by their Induftry, are’ left to ftruggle
with Poverty for Want of Employment, and many
Eftates are left unimproved.

WE are not now ata Lofs to point out the prin-
cipal Source of all our Misfortunes, and the chief
Caufe of all this Diftrefs; it appears plainly, from
the Lift of Abfentees, and the Eftimate of the
Quantity of Species they may be realonably fup-
poled to draw yearly out of the Kingdom, that no
other Country labours under fo wafteful a Drain of
its Lreafure, as Jreland does at prefent by an An-
nual Remittance of above a MiLL1oN to our Gen-

tlemen



tlemen Abroad, without the leaft Confideration or
Value returned for the fame: This is {o great a
Burthen upon us, that I believe there is not 1n Hif-
tory, an Inftance of any one Country paying fo
large a yearly Tribute to another,

CounTriEs that abound in Mines of Gold and
- Silver, are erabled by the Bounty of Nature, to
bear an Exportation of their Bullion; but others,
which want this natural Produce, and have no
other way of getting or keeping Money, but by
having the Ballance of T'rade in their Favour, fuf-
fer extremely, whenever they want Coin fufficient
for circulating their Bufinefs.

It 1s believed by many, who underftand our
Money Affairs, that there is le(s Species now in the
Kingdom, than was at any one Time fince the Re-
volution, if {o’tis impoflible to {ubfift much lon-
ger under fuch a Drain; for if the Quantity of
Money exported vaftly over-ballances any Income
or Gain we have by Trade, (as plaialy appears by
examining the Lift, the Ballance of our Trade
herein fet forth, and a conftant Courfe of Ex-
change againft us) it evidently follows; that all
- our remaining Spscies, will, in a little Time, be
carry’d off: the Confequence whereof will be,
that we fhall be utterly difabled from carrying on
our Foreign and Domeftick Commerce, paying
Rents, or difcharging the publick Eftablithment.

T'1s true, this Evil is of fuch a Nature, asin a
little Time, it muit cure itfelf ; for if the Demands
of our Abfentees greatly exceed all our Gain by
Trade, and’ amount to as much Yearly, as the
whole current Coin of the Kingdom there will be
foon nothing left for them to draw away, and they
muft be forced to returm to their native Country ;
b which
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which muft neceflarily be the Cafe, unlefs, (which -
can’t reafonably be fuppofed) they fhall think it
a lefs Grievance to ftarve abroad. \

When Things come to this Extremity, great
muft be the Calamity of all, even of thofe who
are innocent, and have not had the leaft Share
in bringing this Evil upon us; for then no Rents
can be paid in Money, but all in Kind ; no Sort
of Trade can be carried on, but by bartering
one Commodity for another: The Price of Lands
muft univerfally fall, the Army muft be broke,
or live on free Quarters, and the Eftablithment,
and all Profeffions muft fink for want of Money
to fupport them.

We fhall be then reduced to the Condition
of fome of our Plantations, out of which, for the
fame Caufe, all Money 1s carried off as faft as
it enters, and nothing left current but Paper.

Ir our Gentlemen abroad, were the only Suf-
ferers by their Condu&t, we fhould have no Rea-
fon to complain; but it happens in this Cafe,
that, tho’ they bring this Evil upon us they
will be the laft that will feel the Effects of it
but, at length, muft fhare the fame Fate with
ourfelves.

“T'ts melanchioly to obferve that now we are
labouring under great Difadvantages in Trade,
and ftruggling with Penury and Want, the
Humour of living, and fpending abroad ftill en-
creafes ‘among our Men of Diftin¢tion and Stati-
on, and has even infected our Ladies, who may
be {ooner found out at London, Paris, Rome or
any foreign Place of Expence, than at Home.

Ir thofe Gentlemen, who now draw out of
the Kingdom yearly upwardsof a Million, could

be
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be prevailed upon to fpend the fame at Home,
the Advantages and good Effects thereof, would
be foon vifible in the Improvement of ILands
and Houfes; in the Encreafe of People, Arts,
and Manufactures, in a greater Produce in the
Excife and Cuftoms, and in a better Support of
the Government : Whereas, now by the Means
of our Nobility, and Gentry deferting their own
Country, and {pending all abroad, our People
are left without Employment, and are forced to
fhift to foreign Countries, even to America, to
get a Livelihood.

"T1s too much in Reafon for ‘thefe Gentle-
men to expect that we fhall patiently bear with
the Lofs of our Trade, Lofs of our Money, and
additional Taxes, for no other Reafon but to gra-
tify the Vanity of thofe, who have thus wan-
tonly abandoned their Country, and riot abroad
in its Ruin: There is no way left to faveus,
but by obliging them to live at Home or making
them pay for living abroad. :

PeruAPS fome may imagine, that our Ab-
fentees, have great Engouragement to go, and
fpend their Fortanes abroad, that they are re-
ceived with open Arms, and preferred to Places
of Profit, Horotr, and Power; but alas! if we
examine the Lift, we fhall find, that there are
but very few therein mentioned, born and bred
in Ireland, who have got Penfions or any Civil
or Military Employmest by living abroad, fo lit-
tle are they regarded in thofe Countries where
they fpend all their Fortunes: The Cafe 1adeed
is otherwife with the North-Britons, who lofe
nothing by going into_other Countries, whatever
they gain there ; ’tis true there are fome Lords in
the faid Lift, who have Employments abroad ; but
| thefe



‘ T - v '- I !.‘.-. ="

(o8 D |
thefe honourable Perfons (a very few excepted)
were neither bred, nor born in freland, and owe
their Preferments to their Interefts and Alliances
abroad, and not to any Eftates they happen to
have in Zreland. - |

Nor can we think it ftrange, that our Ab-
fentees are thus ferved; for how can Peifons, who
can get no Employment in their own Country
by Virtue of the Intereft they have there, expect
to be preferred in another, where they have no
Intercit at all.

WE may be foon cured of any vain Expeéta-
tions of Promotion abroad, if ‘we-confider that
our Countrymen are fo far from being carefs’d,
that they are generally {lighted in other Coun-
tries: It muft be own’d, that the Poverty of fome
of our Natives, and the Extravagance of many
of our Men of Fortune have brought us into

teredit and Contempt; {o that of all Nations we
have the Misfortune to be the leaft regarded by
thofe, who get moft by us: And yet fuch is our
Folly, that many.of ourPeople, choofe to {pend
their Eftates in a mean obfcure Way abroad, un-
der the Contempt and Hatred of all about them,
rather than live at Home in Plenty, Honour,
and Efteem. g

I wisu we could fay, that thefe Gentlemen,
by living abroad, had any way contributed  to
the Intereft of /Zreland, but I ‘am afraid, they
have no Merit of this Kind to plead, for except -
a very. few Perfons, who upon all Occafions
have 'been willing, induftrious, and able to ferve
us, (and which we fhall ever with the greateft
Gratitude acknowledge) we know of few Ab.
fentces, who upon Emergency wherein the In.
tereit of Jreland was concerned, have had Spirit

or




) =R T e U -

b ad? o

A _!",'JT_, -

" ¥ ( 29 )
or Difpofition, Interet or Weight, or even g
fufficient Knowledge of the Affairs of their own
Country to do it Service ; they are either Strang-
ers to the Circumftances and Interefts of Zreland,
or have no Power or Qualifications to be of
ufe to it P

Ir we enquire into the Motives of this Con-
duct of our Gentlemen, foinjurious to their own,
and their Country’s Intereft; we fhall fing,

, that a luxurious Manner of Living, anAffc&tati-

on of imitating the Nobility and Gentry of other
Countries in their Expences, together with the
Largenefsof their Fortunes, are the principal Mo-
tives of their fpending all their Eftates abroad ;
which they feldom fail to incumber with great
Debts, and frequently fell, either to gratify their
prefent Vanity, or pay for paft Follies.

"T1s a melancholy Obfervation, and fit to be

remembered, that almoft all the Eftates, which

of late Years, have been fold in Zreland, have be-
longéd to fuch of our Gentlemen, as brought
themfelves under a Neeeflity of felling to dif-
charge Debts contracted abroad; we can juftly
date the Ruin of feveral great Families from the
fatal Period, of their going to “live abroad ;
and we may now, prophetically, pronounce the like

. Fate of feveral others, who have of late, or fhall

hereafter follow' the fame Courfe of living, that
their Lands fhall pafs away to Strangers, and
their Names'bé no more heard of,

Tre Extnétion of fuch Families, may probably
be no hurt .to the Publick, but then the Value

L of their Eftates fpent abroad, is certainly loft to

the Kingdom ; an Englifp Prodigal, injures none

- _but his ‘own Family, fince whatever he Tquanders,

S
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goes into the Pockets of others, of the fame

Country ; but any Irifb Spendthrift, who com=
morly makes London or Parts the Scene of his
Extravagance, not only deprives his Family, but
his Country alfo, of the full Value of all he
confumes. A

It hasbeen obferved (as another ill Effet of liv-
ing abroad) concerning fuch of our Gentlemen of
Fortune, as happen to marry there ; that they and
their Pofterity are for the moft Part loft to this
Kingdom ; ’tis thocking to an  Lnglih Lady, to
think of living in fuch a poor, defpis’d Place as
Ireland is, and if fhe has not made it an Article of

Marriage, as it often is the Cafe, fhe feldom fails,

fome other Way to prevail on an eafy Hufband to
forfake his Country, and takes care to breed up
her Children in the fame Awverfion ; and from that
Time forward, we hear no more of them, but by
their conftant drawing all their Rents from hence,
and racking their poor Tenants : Such Deferters
prove the worft Enemies to freand, by laying it
under a continual yearly Pillage to their Vanity and
Luxury, without contributing the leaft Farthing,
towards the Support of the Government.

An~bD here I'cannot but take Notice of the Con-
duct of fome of our Gentlemen, in fending their
Children to other Countries for Education ; ’tis
certain, if they were better appriz’d of the Man-
ner of Living, Studying, and Performances re-
quired of them abroad, they would believe 1t much
better to educate them in our Colleges at Home,
where the Courfe and Method of ftudying are ex-
celled by none abroad, and where the Rules re-
quire a greater Stri¢tnefs and Attendance toDuties,
more reading and ftudying, ard where there are to
be found generally better Scholars, in Proportion

to
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to their Numbers, and lefs Corruption ; this Hu-
mour proceeding from a want of Judgment and
Obfervation, is often attended with thlS Confe-
quence, that the young Gentlemen educated a-
broad, either take a Liking to other Countries,
and fo are for ever loft to their own, if their For-
tune will enable them to live there; or if they re-
turn home, perhaps bring nothing with them, but
the Follies and Luxuries of our Nelghbours, by
which we fuffer too much already.

Ir fome think i1t a Hardfhip, that moft of our
Employments, are given to other People; we all
have juft Reafons to complain, that thofe Employ-
ments are {erved by Deputies, and of Confequence
not only the greateft Partof the Profits thereof car-
ried out of the Kingdom, and {pent abroad, but
they are ill ferved and attended. ’Tis our Mif-
fortune that too many of the Znglifb, who obtain
Places in this Country - feldom favour us with theix
Company in the Enjoyment of them. ’Tis true,
we have one Vifit from them when they come over
to qualify themfclves here, and take Poffeffion of
their Preferments ; tho’ forne of them, will not e-
ven be at fo much Trouble, but obtain Aés of
Parliament in England to difpence with their Qua-
lifications, in Jreland ; and after this Beginning,
we fee no more ‘of them but their Names in our
publick Eftablithments.

Bur as to thofe who get Preferment here, and
liveand fettle with us, we have no Caufe to repine ;
they become one with us, heartily efpoufe the In-
tereft of the Country, and are in all Refpects an
Advantage to it ; we can’t but remember, that
a great many confiderable Families now in the
Kingdom, are the Defcendants of fuch, who came
hither for Preferment.

It
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IT is a melancholy Thing to view the above

Lift of Abfentee Penfioners, when upwards of
£71,000 of the £g1,217 in the whole granted for
Civil, Military and French Penfions is yearly {pent
abroad, we are alwaysencreafing our Penfion Lift,
It-is now more than double a great deal what it was
when Mr. Prior wrote, and every Change of Mi-
niftry in a neighbouring Kingdom generally en-
creafes it confiderably. Taxes (pent at Home do
not impoverifh us, though private Perfons may
{uffer in the Payment of them, but whatever is
{pent abroad, is a general Lofs to the Kingdom.

» £.91,000 the Sum our Penfion Lift amounts to,

would pay an Intereft, at the Rate of 4 per Cen,
for [ 2,275000, fo that it may well be faid, we
have got into a Debt equal to that Sum un-
known to ourfelves, and pay Intereft annually for
it, befide our other national Debt. |

AnotHER Thing that makes the Penfions fit
heavy on every Body’s Mind is, one is greatly at a
Lofs to find out the Meritof moft of them ; indeed
there are fome that no‘one ever found Fault with,
others that do great Honour to the Lift, whofe
Name and Acuions the People of freland moit

gratefully remember, fuch as the feveral Branches

of the Royal Family, Sir Edward Hawke, and

Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick. '
Nor can we altogether excufe the Military Offi-
cers from contributing to the Impoverithmentof this
Country; of the many General Officers on our
Eftablithment, very few of them are, at any Time,
to be found here, tho’ they are, perhaps, the only
Generals in Europe, in full Pay in Time of Peace;
and, if at any Time, any of them are ordered to
review our Forces, which is the only Part of Duty
required of them, they expect to be allowed for
that

S T L T g
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that Service in Zreland, which does not laft above
{ix Weeks or two Months, 300 /. or 500 7. over
and above their Pay as General, which is as much
as any Lieutenant General in the Foreign Service is
allowed a Year ; and this too, tho’ they happento
come over at the fame Time to take Pofleflion of
a good Government ; many of our Colonels and
Field Officers, by the fame Example, live for the
moft Part abroad, to the Difabling the poor
People of this Kingdom, from paying that very
Eftablitfhment, by which they are maintained.
Tuere was no Part of his Majefties Dominions
more chearfully bore the Expences ‘and Burthens
of the laft Wars than the People of Zré/and and the
Parliament of that Kingdom witha becoming Zeal
and Spirit granted all that was afked of them and

- run themfelves in Debt for that purpofe, and that

too, tho’ two Parts in three of that Expence was
laid out abroad, and our Kingdomleft, ina great
Meafure, nakedof Troops. Hardly 5000 Men, ata
Time when we were in the greateft Dangerof want-
ing them, and our Militia was quite ufelefs for
want of effe¢tual Laws for Raifing and Difciplin-
ing of them, viz. Siv'Edward Hawk’s Victory at
Sea, and that great Admiral’s delivering this King-
dom from the Miferies and Ravages of a French In-

vafion. But this Spirit and Zeal of the Pcople of

Ireland thould meet with a {uitable Return and Re-
laxation of Taxesand Expences, in Time of Peace
in the Military Department ; and yet, inftead of
that, we find the Charges of the Military Eftablifh-
ment fincesthelaft War, within a very few Thou-
fand Pounds equal to whet it was during the War,
when the. whole Military™ Eftablifhment and Iix-
pencesiwere very near 600,000 /. annually, at a
Medium, But this appears clearly to be owing,
| - n
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in a great Meafure, to the T'roops we have now here-
in Time of Peace, being, in Effect, an Army of
Ofiicers, there being but 28 Men in a Company,
and rg Men 1n a Troop, {o that the annual Pay of
the Officers of the Army here, is very near half the
Expence of the whole Army, about £ 70,610 145.
6d. of the £348,264 155. the whole Pay of the
Army, and this Article greatly fweels our Abfen-
tee Lift. By all thisit is manifeft, that what Zre-
land pays in Time of Peace on this Head, is to be
confidered as a great additional Expence, and a
confiderable Affiftance and Strength to the Britifh
Empire. _ s

We are apt to complain of the Hardfhips laid
upon us by England in refpet to our Trade, and
when we are pinch’d, and in Diftrefs, charge our
Misfortunes to the Account of other People ; but
if we truly examine all Circumftances, we fhallfind,
that to ourfelves we owe mott of the Misfortunes;
and Inconveniencies we labour under ; WE owe
them to our immoederate Confumption of Foreign
Commoditics, at home, and extravagant {pending:
abroad.

IT 1s not to be wondered at, that we thould
grow poorer every Day under fuch an unprofitable
Drain of Money, which all the Labour of: the Peo.
ple and Produce of the Country, with every Aqui-
fition they can make are not able to fupply.  ‘This
is an Bvil long complained off, and in our Days is
encreafed to that Degree, that we fhall {on be
utterly. exhaufted, uulefs fome effectual Stop be
put thereto and as it arifes principally from our-
fclves 1t is much in our Power to redrefs it,

I 'sHALL now proceed o confider the Trade of
dréland, in order to examine whether the Ballance
anfing from thence will enable us to anfier thefe

great
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great and conftant Draughts upon us from abroad,
and alfo to give fuch a juft Reprefentation of our
Commercial Affairs, as that Gentlemen by being
better apprifed of the true State of their Country,
may be thereby qualified to think on proper Me- |
thods and Schemes for improving the fame ; for
furely nothing will fo effectually enable Men to take
right Meafures for the Good of their Country, as
to be rightly informed concerning the Trade and
true Intereft thereof. ;

IT appears clearly from the Tables of Imports
and Exports hereto annexed, which have been care-
fully taken from the Cufflom-Houfe Books, and the
Computation made relative to the Ballance of
Trade in our Favour, that whatever Gain we have
that Way, falls confiderably fhort of what is fuffi=
cient to anfwer the Demands of our Gentlemen
abroad.

I suaLL confider our Trade under the follow-
ing Heads: Y

11t, IsHaLL examine what fre/and gains or loofes,
both in refpect of its general Trade with all the
‘World, and of its particular Trade, with the feve-
ral Countries, it has Dealings with. |

adly, I suavry particularly take Notice of the
Countries we Trade with, to moft Advantage, or
Difadvantage. 3

adly, I smaLL fet forth the great Benefits
which accrue to England by the Trade of Ireland,
and how much itis its Intereft to encourage it.

4thly, Tsuacr offer fome Hints for the better
Improvement and. Regulation of our T'rade.

As to the firft Head, we are to obferve, thatin
order to form a right Judgment of the Trade of any
Country, and whether it gains or loofes in1ts Com-
merce with any particular Nation, or its Traffick

C 2 with
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with all Countries, ’tis abfolutely neceffary to be
well informed how much Money that Country
.pays for its Imports, and receives for its Exports,
for the Difference of both in Value, «is’ the true
Meafure of Lofs or Gain ; if the Exports fell for
more than is laid out in purchafing the Imports, or
if the Imports coft more than the Exports‘amount
to, the Difference will be returned;in Specie, and
is called the Ballance.

Tuo’ it muft be confefled to be very difficult to
come to an exat Knowledge of ‘the true Value of
all Goods Imported and Exported, in a Country
that has an extenfive Trade, "and has loaded its
Imports with high Duties ; yet, I hope, we fhall
be thought to come very near the Truth, by the
means of thofe Enquiries and Calculations we have
made and efpecially by the Help of thofe Abftracts,
whichhavebeen laid from T'ime to Time before the
Houfe of Commons by the Officers of the Cuffom-
Honfe,whomakeup yearly Accounts of the Quantity
and Value of all CommoditiesImported and Export-
ed: And having made {everal Eftimates and Obfer-
vations from the faid Abftracts,Ifhall prefent them to
the Reader in one View for his better Information
judging them the beft Foundation, we can go up-

on, for forming a juft Eftimate of our Trade,

compared with other Nations ; and the only Way
to clear up the Miftakes and wreng Notions, which
feveral entertain concerning our Trade with par-
ticular Countries ; and as there are feveral Articles,
not taken Notice of by the Officers of the Cuffom-
Houfe, which ought to be taken into confideration
when we are drawing up the Ballance of our re-

{pective Trades, Ifhall endeavour to fupply them.

Tuus
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= Tuus far we are inftru&ted by the Cuftom:
- houfe Books, concerning the Quantity and Value
~ of our Commodities Imported and Exported, and
their refpe&tive Ballances depending thereon, and
find that the Ballance in our Favour of all our
"Trade in general, taken a Medium yearly, for the
laft feven Years ending the 25th of March, 1466,
amounts to 489,836/, 10s. 11d.
~ Iris proper to take Notice of the Manner of Va-
luation practifed by the proper Officers, who (as
[ am well informed) Value all our Exports at a
Medium of the Price current in our Markets at
Home ; and all the Imports at the mean Rare we
are fuppofed to pay for them to other Countries ;
and to do Juftice to the Care and Skill of the Ofi-
cers, we muft obferve, they are, for the moft Part,
pritty exact, and right in their Valuations, having
made it theix Bufinefs to be well informed by Mer-
chants, and other Dealers, of the current Rates of
Commodities both at Home and Abroad.

It muft be owned that this Mannerof Valuation,
will not give us the true Ballances of our Trade
with other Countries ;. forthough in refpect to
the Imports, no Alteration is to be made in the
Value of them, on the fuppofition that we Rate
them no higher, than the prime Coft we pay for
them to other Countries, yet we muft add to the
Value of our Exports, whatever we fell them for
abroad, more than they are rated for at Home ;
this additional Value arifes from the Duty and
Chargesof Exportation, the Freight, Expence and
Profit of Merchants, which in long Voyages are
very Confiderable, aud enhance the Price of Com-
modities to the Gain of the Nation, in whofe Ships,
and on whofe"Account thefe Goods are Exported.
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" o adjuft thefe Articles, that are either to be -
added, or fubtracted from the refpeétive Ballances
as they are fettled by our Cuffom-Houfe Officers,
is very difficult, and requires the Knowledge of
many Particulars, not eafy tobe comeat.

InpeED the Proportion of the Commaodities ex-
ported or imported, on the Account of ‘our Mer-
chants is not eafy to afcertain, but upon‘the beft
Enquiry [ have been able make, and I have been
affifted by feveral Merchants of great Skill and
Knowledge ; I judge that at a Medium the fixth
Part of the Value of our whole Exports and Im-
ports, may be the Proportion that our Merchants
export and import in their own Shipping on theiy
own Accounts, upon this Suppofition the Ballance
of this Part of our Trade is greatly againft us,
only one fixth by the Merchants and Traders of
this Country, and the other Five chiefly thofe of
Great-Britain, this fhews us what a {mall Share we
ourfelves have in comparifon of other Countries,
in the Shiping employed in the Exportation and
Importation of our Commodities. |

Twurs is not the only Branch of our Trade not
taken Notice of, by the Returns in our Cuftom-
Houfe Books, that 1s greatly againft us, there is an-
other which upon Examination I am afraid will re--
duce greatPart of the above fuppos’d Ballance in-our
Favour, if not the whole, Imean the great Quantity
of Goods, whichare Yearly run into the Kingdom,
without any Entry in the Cuflom-Houfe Books, -or
Duty paid for the fame, for which we pay Value
abroad, LT

*T1s mmpoffible to afcertain the Value of this
clandeftine Importation, but the fair Trader com-
plains of the great Quantities of all Sorts of Zafi-
#ndia Commodities, Silks, Tabacco, Wine, Spirits,
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&5, imported by Stealth ; which no Trufts, Oaths,
Penalties, or Number of Officers are fufficient
Checks to prevent, if it is difiicult to prevent this
Sort of Traffick in Dublin, what Quantities muft
we fuppofe to be privately imported into the other
Parts of the Kingdom, in a Compafs of near 8oo
Miles in Circuit, abounding in Harbours and
Creeks, where neither the Number or Care of Offi-
cers can be fufficient, to prevent thefe clandcftine
Conveyances ; and tho’ {uch Sort of People, arg by
a late A& of Parliament deprived of the Ufeof
the lfle-of-Man for carrying on. this Traffick, yet
how eafy isit to fthift the Scencof this pernicious
Dealing, when the Profit thall countervail all Haf-
ards, as it always does where the Dutiesare high ;
but whatever is the Yearly Ballance on our Side by
Trade, yetall this falls very much {hort ‘of an{wer-
ing that immoderate and unprofitable Drain of
Money, we labour under, to fupport our Gentry
abroad, whatever Gain we makein any Part of the
World is immediately carry’d off by this Flux,
which has already confumed the greateft Part of
our Capital Stock, as appears by that univerfal
Face of Poverty amongft the lower People that is
{pread over the Nation.

I suaLL clofe this Head, with an Obfervation
which may pafs for a Political Axiom, that one of

- thegreateft Evils which can befal any Country, is

to have the Gentlemen of Eftate and Employment
defert it, and {pend the Profit thereof abroad.
Unpber the Second Head, 1 fhall take Notice of
the Countrieswe Trade with, to moft Advantage
or Difadvantage. |
BerorE I enter upon this Head I muft beg leave
to mention the Reafons that induced me to give
she Publick the two Tables of the Abftracts, of
P Cy Part
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Part of the Exports and Imports for the Years, end-

i;:g"the 25th of March, 14764 and 1765, as returned
t6 ‘Parliament the laft Seflion, fiom the Examina-
tors-Office of the Cuftom-Houfe, tho’ I cannot help
faying they would be much more ufeful if. the Re-
turns gave usthe Valueof the Totals of each Com-
modity exported and imported : By thefe Tables
you will fee at one View not only the particular
Countries we trade with, buteach particular Com-
modity we Export to them, and Import from them ;
what Branches of Trade are benefical and what
prejudical to us, and the Countries we deal with for
each, what Countries take from us our Commodi-

ties and Manufactures in greateft Abundance, and

higheft worked up and manufa€ured, whether we
may not upon {uch a View of fo many of our Com-
modities and Manufactures, fome exported quite
Raw, totally Unmanufactured, and very many not
half Manufactured, to the great Benefit of the
Countries we Export them to, and our great Lofs
and Difhonour, whether I fay we may not thereby ftir
up fome Spirit and Induftry amongit our Merchants
and Manufalturers, when the Benefit and Profit

muft be apparently o great : By thefe Tables itap-

pears many of our Exports may be encreafed to

our great Benefit, and many of our Imports en-

tirely prevented, at leaft much leffen’d and dimi-
nithed, but above all the People of Grear-Britain
will fec how many great and valuable Articles in
Trade, Merchandize, and Manufactures we fend
them, that they Work up and Manufacture to the
higheft Perfection, and obtain great Gain thereby,
and fend them abroad fo manufaétured, and even
fomeof them back again to ourfelves, and we fee
thereby many more Articles that we take from
them, not only of their own Produce and Manufac-

tures,

¥
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tures, but that they obtain by their Trade and
Commerce with other Countries, and by which they
have great Emoluments and Benefit; by all thefe
Articles and the conftant drain of our Abfentecs,
I am very fure Grear-Britain gains by freland above
T'wo Million Yearly,

- ITwouLp not by any means be underftood io
repine at, or envy the People of Brirain, the gre:it
Benefit that accrues to them by freland, or.bethe
means of ftiring up any Jealoufy in the People of
Ireland, there 1s no Man on Earth hasa greater
Refpect and Regard for the prefent Royal Family
than I have, under whom alone, I am cértain this
Country as well as Greas-Britain can only be happy
and free, nor has a higher Senfé of the Benefits
Ireland has formerly received, and now enjoys by
the Protetion of England, a Protection and Sup-
port, which has in Times paft coft hera great deal
of ‘Blood and Treafure. :

- But I fhould hope from  thefe Confiderations,

. the Legiflature and Peoplerof Giear-Britain would
* think we deferve the Favourof having our Trade

in fome Meafure enlarged, and the Indulgence of

permitting us a free Exportation of fome of our

Courfe and low priced Woollen Goods, and the
more {0 as they have been in a great Meafure beat
out of that Trade by other Countries ; which I am
fure if they would c6oly and difpafionately confider,
muft in the End turn out inftead of an Injury a
great Advantage to them, as what ever Profit or
Riches may accure to Zreland thereby, would moft
certainly atlong run center in England, either by
means of our Abfentees, or enabling us cafe of a
War, theé more effectually to affift Greas-Britain.
InpEED. I was inclined to fet forth in thefe
Tablés.the Exports and Imports for the Years end-
ing the 25th of Muarch, 1766 and 1467, but I

found
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found there was very little Enfight or Occafion for
it, as they were pretty much they fameas the T'wo
former Years, except in the Articles of Wine and
Spirits, which have greatly encreafed, and all the
Obfervations and Reafoning would as juftly hold,
and may be made on the Two former Years.

Berorr I enter further upon this Head, of the
Countries we trade with to moft Advantage or
Difadvantage ,

[ smaLL lay down the following Rules, as a
Foundation to judge by. '

First. ‘Tuar is the moft advantageous Trade,
which takes off the greateft Quantity of the Pro-
duce of a Country, and efpeciallyof it’s Manufac-
tures, and which Impores. feweft Commodities,
and thofe capable of farther Improvement; in
which Cafe theré will be the greateft Return in
Specie to make up the Ballance,

SEcoND.  On the contrary, that is the moft dife
advantageous Trade, which takes off the fmalleft
Quantity of the Produce of a Country, and that
unmanufactured;and in return Imports the greateft
Quantity of Commodities for Luxury, and fully
wrought up, in which Cafe the Imports will moft
exceed the Exports in Value,

AccorpING to,thisRule we fhallfind the Trade
of England of great Importance to us, fince it takes
off upwardsof /1,659,000, which is nearly equal
to two thirds of all our Exports, and amongft the
reft thegreatett Part of our Linen Manfacture,

BuT atibe fame Time we muft obferve, that it
falls under the fecond Rule of being difadvan-
tageous.£o us, in taking from us many Commo-
dities quite raw “and unmanufactured, and others
not near half worked, to that Height or Pitch they
do, and we might bring them too, to their great

Profit
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Profit and Advantage, and our Lofs, viz. raw
Wool, untann’d Hides 33,600, Tallow 388 000 Ct,
Linen Yarn 31,915 Ct. Woollen Yarn 13,450
Stones, and Worfted 149,900 Stones and many
other Articles, and again we take of feveral of their
Commodities, either for Luxury or that we could
Manufacture ourfelves.

As Beer and Ale near 30,000 Barrels, Bottles
44,000 Dozen, Colesif weconfider the Quantities
imported in Creeks and Havens not entered in the
Cuftom-Houfe upward of 230,000 Tun, Barley
48,000 Barrels, large Quantities of new and old
Drapiery, great Quantities of Earthen Ware, and
to our Shame above 23,000 Barrels of Herrings,
two thirds of which come from Exzland, and one
from Holland, near 30,000 Yards of Bone Lace,
upwatds of 180,000 Yards of Kentings, goo,000
Yards of Muflin, above 18,000 of Linen, Catton, _
and Silk, Britzfb Manufacture ; Silk Manufactures,

- and feveral Articles of Tobacco, Sugar, Rum, and
Eaft-India Goods to a great Ameunt.
OuRr Trade to Spain, Portugat, ard the Meditera-
nean 1s very beneficial to wus, as they take from
~us many Articles of the Preduce of own Country,
and otherwife manufactured, and in return we have
large Remittances in Specie ; for inftance, we fend
to Spain great Quanties of Butter, Salmon, upwards
3 of 98,000 tann’d Hides, fome Pork, upwards of
10,000 pair of Shoes; indeed we have from them
Wine, Juice of Liquorifh, a great Quantity which
we could raife*here.
 Holland ‘and Flanders take from us fome But-
ter, untann’d.Hides, and upwards of 2,200 Quar-
ters of Rape-feed, fome Tallow ; and fend us up-
wardsof 30,000 Gallons of Linfeed Oyl, Linen,
Paper, fome Rum, Earthen-Ware, Herrings, Flax,
P : and
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and a great Quantity of Cambrick, for though we
have exported in one Year upwards of 10,000
Yards of our own Manufacture, yet we have the
fame Year imported upwards of 136,000 Yards of
that fame Commddity, fome from ZEngland, ‘but
chiefly from Holland, which thew how far that Ma-
nufaéture falls fhort of our own Confumption, fo
that upon the whole, its difficult to fay how the
Ballance ftands with refpe& to our Trade to Hol-
Jand and Flanders, but 1t is clear we cotld manu-
facture higher, fome of our Exports to that Coun-
try, and manufacture ourfelves moft of the Im-
ports ; {o that in thisLight we may judge it to be a
difadvantageous Trade to us. '

Wt fend to Hamburgh, Norway, and the Bal-
wick, but very few Articles; and we have many
Things from thence, principally Deal Boards, Tim-
ber of all Sorts, Iron, near 24,000 Hundred of
undrefled Hemp, and feveral other Articles of Na-
val Stores, which we cannot be without, or fupply
ourfelves cheaper elfewhere, here we muft be con--
tent with the Ballance of Trade being againtt us,
as we have an Advantage by it another way.

Our Trade to Frauce is extenlive, we fend them
Beef, (but net o much as we did formerly, for
our own Plantations takes from us now the greateft
Quantity, whichis confidered as a very happy Cir-
cumftance) untann’d Hides, and {fome other Ar-
ticles, but we take from thence, 1mmenfe Quan-
tities of 'Wines and Brandy, and if we make Al-
lowance forgreat Quantities of Spirits, Silk Ma
nufadture, and fome other expenfive Articles clan-
deftinely-Imported from thence, we fhall find I am
fure a confiderable Ballance againft us, as appears
plainly from a conftant Courfe of Exchange in Fa-
vourtof Franuce. ‘

. Many

-
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~ MaNY are of an Opinion that the French Trade
is very detrimental to this Country : 1ft. Becaufe
our Importations from thence confift principally of
Wine and Brandy, which are Materials for Luxu-
ry, and not for Ufe: 2dly, Becaufs the French will

~ take no Manufacture from us, not even a tann’d

Hide, nor any other Produce of our Country but
what is ufeful for their Manufattures at home, or
neceflary for the Support of their American Plan-
tations abroad ; indeed there is great Truth in
thefe Obfervations, and more {o now than former-
ly; for it appears by the Cuflom-Houj/e Books
fome Time ago, they took great Quantities of
Butter and Tallow from us, now very httle, and
lefs Beef than formerly ; but we fhould confider
we have been long ufed to the drinking their
Wines, and in all likelihood will not fail to conti-
nue the Ufe of them, efpecially as the Portuguce/e
have treated us fo very ill lately 1n many particu-
lars, that we cannot have ‘Wites {o cheap from o-
ther Countries, and that the Duty laid thereon, 1s
a great Support to our Eftablithment, it could be
wifhed indeed, that .proper Reprefentations were
made to the French, that we {hew them great Fa-
vour in this particular, and that inftead of raiﬁn%
0

- the Price of Wine upon us, as they have done

late years, they fhould rather lower it.

Tue Trade to the Plantations is a new one, and
ought greatly to be encouraged, and if we were
permitted to Trade directly there, it would be
much more advantageous to us, and in the End I
am certain to Great-Britain, for the Delay and Ex-
pence of being obliged to-touch in fome Part of
Great<Britain upon many Occafions is very great,
they-take from us now a great Quantity of oufr

: ' Beef,

P
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Beef; Butter, Pork, Linen, and other Articles;
and we get from them, through Grear-Britain, To-.
bacco, Sugars, Rum, to a great Amount, and
many Particulars mentioned in the above Tables, ;
in ‘T'ruth this Trade is greatly beneficial to us, not
only asit takes off a great Share of the Produce
of our Country, which formerly in a great Mea-
fure we were obliged to the Courtefy of France for,
but it adds greatly by the Shipping made ufe of in
it to the Naval Strength of Grear-Brutain.

adly, I fhall now confider the great Benefit
which accrues to England by the Trade of Ireland,
and how much it is its Intereft to encourage it,
which I fhall endeavour to make appear in thefe
Particulars. _ S

1ft, It appears from the Cuftom-Houfe Books,
that the Value of our Importations from all Coun-
tries at a Medium, yearly for the laft Seven Years,
ending the 25th of March, 1766, amounts to
1,036,587/, 8s. 4d. and that the Imports from
Great-Britain alone, amount to 1,346,432/. 0s5. 64.
which is near three Parts in four of our whole Im-
ports, and they confift chiefly of Woollen and'
Silken Manufactures, Coffee, Tea, Callicoes, Muf-
lins, Tobacco, Rum, Sugar, Coals, Hops, Bark,
Iron-Ware, and Gla{s-Ware, and Beer, &, all
which are Commodities worked up to the Height,
and I believe that upon Examination, 1t' will be
found that we take off a much greater Quantity
of the feveral Manufactures of Eugland, except
their Woollen, than any other Country in Europe.

2dly, WHEREAS ’tis commonly judged, that
the Importation of Foreign Goods is a Lofs to the
Nation that receives them; fince otherwife Bullion
 would be returned in Lieu thereof ; we fhall find

on the contrary, that England receives a vaft Bene-
fis
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fit by moft of the Goods we fend them, as ap.
Pears by what has beea faid above, and that Bene.
fit would otherwife accrue to Jreland, and this
more particularly in the Wool, Woollen-Yain, and
Worfteds, and alfo in the Raw Hides, Tallow, and
Linen-Yarn.

3dly, It has been faid before, that not aboye

“one Sixth of the Tunage of Shipping employed

yearly in the Trade of /reland, belonged to the
Irifb, the other Five to the Englih and Scotch ;.
and a very confiderable Profit arifes on this Article,
many compute upwards of 80,000/, Yearly,
4thly, ‘To all thefe Advantages, ‘we are to add
the greateft of all, which arifes from our Lords and
Gentlemen of Eftates and Employments, living.
and fpending their Incomes Abroad, to the Value
of upwards of a Million yearly, whereof the grea-
teft Part is confumed in England, and may be

reckoned as {o much clear Gain to it, without the

leaft Value returned for the fame.

Tuis plainly appears from the Lift of Abfentees,
hereunto prefixed, wherein the Names of the Per.
fons, and the yearly Value of their Eftates, Em-
ployments, and Penfions {pent abroad, are parti~

cularly mentioned, and for this Reafon, becaufe it

would be impofiible to convince the World, that
fo much of cur Subftance is carried off by this
Channel, by any other Method, than by pointing
out the Perfons t0 whom, and the Effates from
whence thofe-Drains are made ; but now every
one, on examining the Particulars contained in the
faid Lift, which have been colleted with great
Pains into one View, may fatisfy himfelf, whether
they are truly fet forth or not, ’tis but enquiring
whether fuch and fuch Perfons do nof generally

live
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ftates or Employments to the Value fet forth, and’

fpend the fame abroad; and T am confident, that
tho’ in.fome few Particulars, I might be mifin- &

formed, and over-rate fome Articles, yet it will be
found, that I have under-rated others much 'more,
having it always in my Intention, tobe.rather . un-
der, thanover; and that 1 have omitted feveral,
which will occur upon reading, to-every one’s Ob-
{ervation, and that upon the whole, thofe Drains
we labour under, are much more than I have efti-
mated them. |
Anp notwithftanding Zreland has parted with
all its Subftance, and reduced itfelf to the greateft
Poverty, to enrich England, yet there are fome
Englifbmen, who being ignorant of the Cafe of
Ireland, and of the Advantages it brings to them,
upon all Occafions reprefent us, as having Interefts
incompatible with theirs, and carrying on Trades,
deftructive of the Englifb Commerce; whereas ’tis
evident to all, confidering impartial Perfons, that
there is no Country in Zurope, that brings fo much
Profit to another, as freland does to England, and
therefore *tis ‘the real Intereft and Policy of Eng-
land to cherifh, and encourage this her youngeft
Sifter, all whofe Acquifitions are fure to flow into
her Bofom, for tho’ our People were more fully
employed, and our Exports enlarged, tho’ our
ains from other Nations by a greater Liberty of
T'rade fhould be much more confiderable than they
are,-yet we fhould not thereby be one Jot the
richer, fince no Part of this Wealth would ftay
with us, but would run off in the great Drain of
Remittances to our Abfentees to enrich England.
 Ture neceflary and luxurious Importations of
£ngland are exceflive,

IIF

( 4—8 V3 ' ¥ l : :
live abroad, or were out of the Kingdom, ‘at the,
"Fime mentioned; and whether they have not +E-
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Table 3. :
d ey Rras ‘ Holland and Spai
Denominations. Great-Britain. |Eaft Country. S iinde:s. France. lf’or':’u g:l(.i Plantations. Totals,
e [(Manufacture Ib. oz. 230 ‘34 e
,;62 Ditto Ib. oz. 21532 14 1 6 4 4:2 g 23511 154
4 Raw 1b. oz 35832 8 g 21582 14
Silk Ditto Ib. oz. 51275 -2 7‘53 = 36581 16
1 Thrown dyed Ib. oz 519 14 33 54655 18
Ditto 1b. oz. 7 8 519 14
‘Thrown undyed Ib. oz. 29112 14 - /R
}.gitto éb.uoz. 42301 3§g8 29582 ; 14
rand allons 1 s 4618
Ditto g Gallons ng; 255253:5: 626585':’ 4937% 6570”,7791
..t Geneva Gallons \ i R 168264 oo 757105 7%
Spirits § o 1512,%| - 170656 % 2710573
Ditto Gallons 153,% 1528164 500 172169,%
Rum Gallons 459432+ 153470+
_Ditto Gallons 894760.% | 453688 913120+
Starch C. qrs. Ib. 46 21 336079,% 1230840
Ditto C. grs. Ib. 7 1 21 87 21 46 21
Steel C. qrs. lb.} 1101 2 9 20 321| 1900 14 94 2 14
Ditto C.qgrs. Ib.| 757 2 14 0 g 1189 ! 3022 2 14
Tea Pounds 204891} : 1958 1 14
Ditto Pounds 236908% 2048917+
Tobacco Pounds 5725777 2369084
Ditto Pounds 44318014 5725177
Bees Wax Pounds 8616 | 430 44318014
Ditto Pounds 426 0 9036
[French TiH. G, 15 1 3266 : 635 2016 3097
Ditto T.H.G| 32 L el G 8M308 . BREa0 s ERRIRB 3 [ 3760 2 43
Port T.HG| o 9% G i i 9 i 4968 3 314
Wine | Ditto T.H.G.} 12 44 : 903 SMI PO 33| 923 2 314
3 Rhenith T H G} 313 4 3318 75 o 1404 3 313| 31 52%| 1448 1 21
Ditto | TG tt | 1 -4 g Sk 80 2 314
Spanifly T.H. G. 314 5,, 49 k 58 2 17i
Ditto T. H. G. 33 311 . 121 | 3 2108[435 342 |3 1 445 42
Cotton C.qrs. Ib.| 527 2 21 ottt B Sy 598 8 b 1 524) 576 383
Wool 4 Ditto C.qrs. b} 1716 » 33 321 (1178 % 1739 2 2I
Spanifh C.qrs. Ib| ‘532 2 7 40 PETZ 2868 2 21
Ditto - C.grs. Jb Mavit 3 21 2 71 87 3 14 622 2
[Cotton Pounds 83862 191 1 14 333 1 7
Ditto Pounds 15430 83863
B.ncn PoundS. 6669 590 ]§43;
1tto 725
Yamn |y Egg:g: 3‘.*2?,3 1188 256 -
DlttO Pounds 3583 l'i 3 1608
l\s\_’orﬁcd Pounds 718 3553 £
1tto P . 3 I
L ounds 7353 735

Note, The firft Line of each Commodity relates to the Year 1764, the fecond to 1763.
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Table 1.

(s

t of the Value of the | What the Exports| An Account',\j?ﬁ)f the Value of the | What the Exports
ExAgrtf zixcgmlmports of Ireland for| exceed the Irn-[Exports and_Imports from Great-| exceed the Im-
fevgn Years, ending the 25th of ports to all Coun-| Britain to Ireland for feven Years, ports to Gre.at-
Rt sull tries during that|ending the 25th of March, 1766. Britain  durin
e Time, or the Ba- ¢ that Time, or the
lance of T'rade in Balance of Trade
favour of Ireland. in favour of Ire-
Year EXPORTS. IMPORTS. EXPORTS. |- IMPORTS, land.
ending
25th of / PR - A oy & IA O A L. PR L 5. d. A 5
March. : |
ir;éo 2139388 1 o| 1647592 1 491795 19 (9| 1450m57 8 6 1094752 12 11| 356004 15 7
17611 2244951 17 10| 1527903 2 2| 717048 15 '8 1494499 8 2| 1096989 o 2| 397509 19 o
17621 2438926 2 of 1914798 6 11 524127 15 1| 1640920848 4. 3 1338325 8 o 310969 15 8
17631 2279926 4 ¢ 1818433 6 4 461492 18 1 1562400 g I 1284891 2 8 277509 7 3
17641 2595229 5 4 2216274 7 10| 3789s4 17-6| 1682196 2 3| 1567683 1 114513 1 2
1765] 2492064 18 1 2139810 # 35220411 o] 1693197 5 6 143996g 4 8 253228 o 10
17661 2794481 6 ¢ 2291300 7 2| 503180 19 4 2883108 3 ¢ 1602413 ¢ ~ 480694 18 o
Totals. 116984967 15 s 13556111 18 o 3428855 16 8 116015454 2 6 9425024 4 101 2190429 17 8
At a Medium for above Seven Years :
J. 5. d. l, 5. @, /. & L T /, g4 [ A % &
2436423 19 4 1936587 8 4 489836 10 11 1659350 11 ¢ 1346432 o 8 312918 11

N. B. 1t appears that the fu

Importation and ry
mentioned in the C
the Abfentecs,

nning of

ppofed Balance in favour of J;
Brandies,
uftom-houfe Books ;

the Balance is againft Ireland upwards of

Rum, Tobacco,

eland is greatly leflened,

Teas, and other Goods,

but even admitting the Balance, if you take into Con
600,000/,

if not overbalanced
and taking in fome other Articles not
fideration the great Drain by

» by the clandeftine
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'Table - 3
An AsstracT of Part-of the Exports of IRELAND, ending the 2.5th of March,

‘l

¥ ;
i :
Denominatiors. Great-Britain. | Eaft Country.|Holland and|  France Spain and | Plantations. Totals.
Flanders. Portugal,
1765 [Becf Barres 1\10, 5857 42603 | 12678 72353 1(45’211: 1066183 2:8220%
1765 |Ditto No. 20108 | 17004 | 10362; 86047 1,69911; " 641011 19999911
Butter C. grs. Ib. 6076% 972661 39419 3 14 19105 1 7 |47057(2 7949050 2 14 |257976 1 14
Ditto C. gqrs. 1b.[38026 3 7 98535 v-21 52251 I 14 26413 2 7 (500842 (35797 I 7 (301109
Cheefe C. grs. Ib. 27 3 422 3 102 2 63 321 | 1496 1 W | 1352 3 21 3466 1
Ditto C. grs. Ib. 59 1 7 626 2 53 21 538 1 14 | 1439 207 | 1210 1 2I 3927 1 14
4 Hake C. grs. No. s 3 6088 20 53 6144 20
Ditto C. grs. No. 3 20 3930 3950 3
Herrings  Barrels I 3 2821 5167 5454
Fith Ditto Barrels 3 33 704 3294 4034
. fLing C. grs. No. 2 120 9 15 43 20 54 2 25
Ditto C. qrs: No. 44 15 1 10 12 2 10 26 3° 5 42 2 10
Salmon Tuns, TTs. e 2 5 3 /4% 334 1% 19 3% 362 2%
J Ditto Tuans, Trs. 1 25 1% 18 51 417 fa 41 4%] 503 2%
Ox C. grs. No. 303 5 85 2 20 10 403 2 20
Ehiosh %Ditto C. grs. No. 279 ; 8 130 . 7 424
Tips C. grs. No. 704 704
Ditto C. grs. No. 745 745
Tanned No. 492 608+ 6 1000 96102 24 98232%
Hides JDitto No. 499% 538 155 43243 34 44469z
Untanned No. 33038 2715 16027 10282 3518 65580
Ditto No. 34960 2699 12040 12166 1 61866
Kelp Tuns o54%| 17 50 1021%
Ditto Thuns 14443 1444%
Cambrick Yards 4085 4085
b i Ditto Yards 10332 . 10332
Cloth Yards| 14823480 21047 4662 483 68081 2833283 152010813
Ditto Yards| 139970141 16617 6432 366083 298533 14355205
Meal  OQat Barrels 13453 3261 2 143 9oyTE 14703%
Ditto Barrels 127474 3995 3 68+ 854 17668
Ox Bones M. 37 2511 4 2923
Ditto M. 62 201 v o 263
15764 |Guts Barrels 421 421
Oyl  Rape b R — g1 16 e 77 2 42
Dirto T 45 45 i3
Pork Barrels ga1i| 4 alzz 18753 3347 48702 26567 350061
Ditto Barrels 73881 K 324 1121% 1142% 30567 306931 4.4-361i
Rapefeed Qrs. Bufh, 2269 4 2269 4
Ditto Qrs. Bufh, 230 4 230 4
v Salt Buth. 860 3476 120 4456
1765 | Ditto Buth. 703 2004 45 2757
Shoes Ib. 28 478 4985 4564 10055
Ditto Ib. 603 3 1103 2750 296 4755
Skins  Calf Doz. No.| 10937 8 706 11 390 33 6 12074 I
Ditto Doz. No 12334 1 1684 6 200 432 8 17 14668 3
Soap C. qs. 1b 672 2 308 2 14 bl DY | 231y 543 2" 14 1368 3 3194 7
Ditto C. qrs. 1b.| #4402 21 | 234 1 14 3% 3 -9 23 14 189 1 14 548 2 7 1477 2 21
Starch C.gs. IbJE 48 8 4 4 75 3 14 X187 ey
Ditto C. gms. Ib 2248 22 1 47 103
Tallow C. grs. 1b.{36308 1 21 627 1 8911 2 21 | 3300 7 631 1 722 2 21 | 50501 T 14
Ditto C. grs. 1b.| 38858 1 7 34 2 gOs12 gt oY o iy 566 21 457 - 52706 3 7
Tongues Doz. No 219 25 154 662 6 487 4574 6121 6
Ditto Doz, No 736 2 18 290 902 3 472 2973 6 5391 1L
Woeol Stones| 10128 6 10128 6
Ditto Stones 17316 17316
Linen “C. qrsilb.|31715 1 25 31715 1 25
Ditto C. grs. 1b.|26127 20127
¥ *Woollen St. Ib.l 9991 14 9991, 14
- Ditto St. 1b.| 13450 12 13450 1%
Worfted St. Ib.| 139412 12 139412 12
UDitto St. Ib.] 149915 9 149915 9

Note, The firft Line of each €ommodity relates to the Year 1764, the fecond to 1765.
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ending

Great-Britain, Plantations. Totals,
1764 |Ale Barrels 23534 23531
135‘; Ditto Barrels 26713 2671%
Arms Value| 2149 9 9 16 2197 15 9
Ditto g4 Value| 1183 17 11 £0:4 5 5 1202 19 II
Bark i Barrels %5299 480 62371 82016
Ditto b4 Barrels 69843 254 1575 4 71826
Beads of Glafs 5 Pounds g 4228 [} 4233
Ditto 3 Pounds 355 5745 o 6100
Bullion Silver Ounces 21710} 192 % ? gz 21944%
Ditto  Ditto Ounces 223663 139t | o WG#D3 428 22066%
Bottles of Glafs Dozens 42560 N 42560
Ditto Dozens 439421 W 439421
Cards Wool Doz. Pairs n51 6 w51 6
Ditto Doz, Pairs 866 866
Cheefe Caqlbl 1935 1 % 5 14 4 314 1045 2
Ditto g C.q.1b.] 1550 3 14 v 4, " 1561 1 21
Coaches and Chariots, &c. Value| 2936 - 2936
Ditto Value| 2446 8 2446 8
Coals Tuns 161970 1% 161970;
Ditto Tuns 185927} P 185927 &
Beer Barrels 26467+ 115 26582%
Ditto Barrels 25116} A 25116}
Barley and Malt Quarters 31587¢ > 31584
C Ditto Quarters 48574 280 48854
ormn 1 .
?V\ heat Quarters 25763} ‘ ¥ 25763F
Ditto Quarters 7363% 1328 120 666 10513 10529}
(New Yards 248062 248062
Ditto Yards| 239350} 6 239365
Drupery? Old Yards 220820} yi 220828}
3 Ditto Yards 1761611 1761611
Shag Yards 763 763
Ditto Yards 17 17
II’S!Iom g q. il‘: 3005 21 18 3113 21
1tto 1 . (. 1b, 81 21 o J o 831 21
Madder ) C: 3 1b. 3261 241' & a 2822 3 i } gg’g\ 3 zt
Ditto & C.q.lb. 12 2 2686 1 14 3 3 2702 2 14
Smalts Pounds 340 /1P 770 101323 102433
Ditto Pounds 3068 | 74627 77695
Earthen Ware Value|rr316 17 2 E 1050 10 10 418 12 40 12826
Ditto Valuelyro77 1942 ) 56 1 3 | 112516 3 291 5 By % 12562 2 8
Herrings Barrels 149323 | 8661 P 23594 '
Ditto Barrels 145875 17030 316171
€ Drefled C. q.lb. 57 3N . il 60 14
Viax Ditto o q. Ib. Ny, zj y (I 33 2 21
gpdreffcd g q. }E 32395, 14 |ra742 21 7247 2 1286 fs§7° 3 'Z
itto .q.1b.]"6130 2 2 048 1 oy
Fuftians (lilx;ds 613 ;%018 e Al 5 13018
Ditto ndsj. -37'1”1953} 11953%
Drinking Glaffes 190669 Lt
Ditto 245629 245629
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1764
1765

i - : D ninati
TR

Ditto

Ditto - =18
Glafs Ware
Ditto 2.
Gloves 3
Ditto e
Liquorith
Ditto
Succus Liquorite
Ditto 2
, (Cally
Ilhﬂp
.
Sugar '< Mg?covado
Ditto
White
 Ditto
Gold and Silver T'wift
Ditto
Gold and Silver Thread
Ditto
Hair Goats
Ditto
Hats
Ditto
Hemp undreffed
Ditto
Hops
Ditto
Hard-ware
Ditto '
& Iron
8 Ditto
= Knives
% J Dit
£ ) Razprs
- Dit
5 | Sotes
=~ \ Ditto
gpl’d and Silver
itto
Lace (Thrcad Bone
Ditto
White Lead
Ditto

C. q. b,
No
No,
No.
No.
Dozens
Dozens
L0z,
L0z
Yards
Yards

C. q. b

: C.q.lb.J
Lime, Lemon and Orange Juice Gall.| -

Gallons

67
z2m
“¥42% 3
902
152605 2 21
125986 2 14
5813 7
1557 3
5863

617

2102 6}

2310 O}

8273

11497

1292

1012

30161

6441 3 14

20355 k- 9

11797

10021 16 2

11954 10 %2
29187 3

34325 14

378321

407234

12804

13792 |

8 qh/ g

39507 |

441

177 4&

550,9 off

11795

193943

930772 21
60 S A b
2406}

t

10041
17345

69621
71888

o

3 21

329 1 5
214 6 6

71
¥ 314

91967
265470

128 1 21
164

15 5. 6
3 19 10
8506 2 %
5824 1 7

475

129 14
71

mbo

5747

18

.‘j&500
9992

735

1164 3 21
2042 1

408
349

24

13218
3344

240
606

Totals,

240

2
46248
85756

w

14

446

12

128774,
29723:

1186 2

1229 I 14
2788 2 14

243

43536
281179
4640 3 9
4337 15 4%
5502
6470
441 2
336 1
146724
122318
67
44 2 21
1423 7
93 3
167011
129331 2 14
5817 7
1558 2 14
5861
617
2102 6%
2310 10%
8719
11497
1292
1014
13105 21
23951 2 7
20355 1 7
11797
10046 16 6%
11959 11 5%
109949 2 14
117491 1
378321
407234
12804
13792
4418
3950
177 4
55 9
12678
19743}
PEI9 3]
¥108 1. %
15527 &%
29723:

—







Table 3.

Denominations. Great-Britain. H‘;};ﬁ a:‘d France. ;’:u;’ld Plantations, Totals,
—— itith Yards 13166 3 12166
l724» r%?:o Yards 11629 | 7§ '§629
Fhed Cambrick Yards 494425 111774 75529 | 136149
Ditto Yards 5827331 R 648523 124150
Canvas Yards © 385463 360 ] 38906+
Ditto Yards 29389 12 29401
Coloured Yards 210673 6o 12 21139%
Ditto Yards 6899: | : 6899z
: Napkening Yards 1844 | 72 1916
Linen J i dDitto Yards 1072 | 30 1102
Dama Tabling Yards 3566 | 91 36571
Ditto Yards| 1840 139 ra 1989+
Hamborough Ells 278 2916 g 3203%
Ditto Ells 1085 96 1605 2786
Kentings Yards 189002 i 189002
Ditto Yards 175765% 3 175765%
Muflin Yards | 90247 : 902477
( Ditto Yards 69338 . A ; 69338+
Linfeed Hogfheads 511} 250 § 59765 87 254227 32168+
Ditto Hogfheads 230 1733 6587 333 20446 27769+
Linen & Cotton &Silk Britith Manufacture Value| 18858 7 ¢ 18858 7 o
Ditto Value| 18029 15 ¢ 8 18037 15 1
Flour C. qrs. Ib.| 107270 3 21 o0 ¢ 08 bl 426 108209 1 ©
Ditto C. qrs. lb.| 48097 3 19312 21} 67409 3 21
Meal Wheat Barrels 1136% 11363
Ditto Barrels 46 | 46
Millinary Ware Value| 17309 11 78 100 71 856 15. 1F 218 6 3 18463 2 11
Ditto Value| 14374 5 4 1218 A gz an Al ek 3.9 14737 5 O
Linfeed Gallons 817 23843 24160
ovl Ditto Gallons 110 252 31324+ 3168647
y Train Gallons 15631 13121 630 250 158824% 454147
Ditto Gallons 22979 91631 116 9760+ 45010+
[Prefling Leaves 48340 , 48340
Ditto I eaves 46555 46555
TV Printing Reams 2229 6672 | 17909 600 27410
” ‘lDitm Reams 2694 5962 25604 34350
Writing Reams 08 10095 990 11183
{ Ditto Reams 3654 7783 1199 93474
Pafte-Boards No. 11794 || 6767 185601
Ditto No. 21020 | 2050 23970«
Pot-Afhes C.qs. lb]" 3578 2 21| 8279 2 217989 2 14| 239 3 2470 22557 3 ©
Ditto C. qrs. Ibi] 2061 1 21|20864 2 14| 723 3 14] 30 no25 2 O - 30705 1 2%
[Foreign Bufhels 500 2762 224854 56 228172
Ditto Bufhels 5100 9156 353010 367266
sale | Rock Tuns| 12385;% 12385
g 1 Ditto Tuns 142954 | 14295
l White Bufhels 266474+ E 266474 5
Ditto Bufhels 200289 290289

Note. 'The firlt Line of each Commodity relates to the Year 1764, the fecond to 1765.
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.If moft Part ef the Bullion, which England
gains from Spain and Portugal, 1s fent away to the
Eaft- Indigs, and riot to anfwer the Balances that lie
againft it.in the Northern Trades, and the Demands
allo of Foreigners, who have great Shares in the
public Funds, as many imagine to be the Cale, it
will need other Refources and Means to encreafe its
Wealth : Thefe are furnithed to it from thofe
Countries which depend upon it, namely, the Plan-
tations and Jreland ; the Plantations enrich it by their
Commodities, which are re-exported to other
Countries ; and Ireland, by its continual Remit-
tances in Money.

Our Cafe is much the fame with the Plantations 3
the Produce and Profit of all our Labour ifiues
conftantly to the People of England ; and therefore
- 3t is its Intereft to give the People of Ireland full
Employment, to encourage their Induftry in every
Branch of Trade, and not ftop any Inlet through
which Treafure may come into it, fince every Ac-
quifition and Profit that we can make, will at laft
center among them : If they would look upon us
with the fame Favour, and in the fame Light, as
they ought to do their Plantations, they would juftly
reckon us a main Foundation of their Wealth, and
chink it not confiftent with their Intereft to cramp
our Induftry, or render our Labour trifling and in-
fignificant. ‘

Upon a candid and fair Erquiry ahd Reafoning
it will be found, - that there is no Trade or Manu-
fatture that England is pofleflfed of, butitis for its
Advantage to let the People of Ireland into the full
Enjoyment of it; not excepting the Woollen Ma-
nufacture, “the principal Foundation of all their
Trade, and which they are {o jealous of, and value

at {fo high a Rate.

This Aflertion may feem a ftrange Paradox to
feveral Perfons, but I think may be fupported with

D many
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many good Reafons ; but I fhall firft take Notice
of, and examine the Grounds of thofe Complaints,
which are frequently raifed by fome in England, of
the Tranfportation of great Quantities of Wool,
and Woollen Manufacture, from Ireland to France,
Spain and Portugal, to the great Prejudice of their
Woollen Trade, by the Sale of Irifp Stuffs, or
French Manufacture made of Irifh Wool; and as
a Proof of this it is urged, that the Quantity of
Wool tranfported from hence to England is much
diminifhed of late Years, and therefore they con-
clude, that all the Wool that is wanting to make
up the former Quantities, is run to France.

- In anfwer to this it muft be owned, that there is
not fo great a Quantity of Wool exported to Eng-
land of late Years, as ufed to be; but this Dimi-
nution is eafily accounted for, and it is not owing
to the Running of Wool, but arifes principally from
the following Caufes :

Firft, That in the North of Ireland there are
hardly any Sheep now to be found, fince the Inha-
bitants are grown very numerous, and have applied
themfelves principally to the Linen Mannfaétures,
and fowing of Corn for their Subfiftance ;5 1o that
they are forced to fupply themfelves with Wool
and Mutton from other Provinces.

Secondly, In other Parts of the Kingdom, the
Farmers finding that Wool lay under a great Dif-
couragement, and could not afford a Profit anfwer-
able to the high Price of Lands, have generally
leflened their Flocks of Sheep, and employed their
Lands to other Ufes, which turn to a better Ac-
count, fuch as feeding black Cattle, keeping Daj-
ries, plowing for Corn, Rape, Hemp and Flax,
&¢. for which they find a ready Market Abroad 3
Whereas they are not allowed at all to export their
Wool manufaGtured, ‘;

Thirdly, :

e s
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9 hirdly, We are further to conflider, that the
People of Ireland are much encreafed in Numbers,
and are fallen into a greater Wear and Ufe of their
own Manufaéures, and; confequently, muft con-
fume a greater Quantity of their Wool.

We fee this Diminution might have happened,
though we fhould not have run one Stone of Weol,
and it is likely this Diminution will ftill encreafe ;
for what Motive can we have to deal in a Commo-
dity which we are not allowed to export or manu-
facture to Advantage, and only to make ourfelves
Shepherds for Exngland ? This Caufe of Complaint
is like to fall foon to the Ground, fince we find it
our Intereft to leflen our Number of Sheep, and
to keep no more of them than are neceffary for our
own Confumption, and then probably we fhall be
courted to return to our Flocks again.

It cannot be denied, that fome Wool and Stuffs
are run out of the Kingdom, and it is impofiible
altogether to prevent it In fuch a wide extended
Coaft, full of Creeks, notwithftanding the Vigi-
Jance and Care of the Officers, who are perhaps
the ftricteft in the Execution of this Part of their
Office, of any in Europe; and we fce that in Eng-
land, all their Laws and Endeavours cannot pre-
vent this mifchievous Traffick. It is remarkable,
that one of our Merchants having obferved many
Packs of Wool landed in the Weft of England
from Ireland, foon after faw the fame Packs landed
in one of the Ports of France, where he happened
to come, and knew them by their Marks: And
upon Enquiry made in the Ports of France, it was
found, that a greater Quantity of Wool was im-
ported thither from England than from Ireland.

If any Woollen Manufacture is clandeftinely car-
ried from hence to Portugel or Spain, (for France
will take nothing but Wl%ol} the Quantity cannf)t

2 e
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be great ; the Hazards on Exportation are fo ma=-
ny, and Forfeitures fo great, that it is hardly worth
any one’s while to venture ; and as fuch Exporters
are poor, they muft fell for what they can get;
and perhaps their felling their Goods at a low Rate,
though in a fmall Quantity, has given the greateft
Offence ; and for that Reafon, the Fremch and
Dutch will be as ready to join in the Outcry as the
Englifh.

If the French, or any other Foreigners, fhould
fell all their Goods at the fame Market Abroad,
that England does, and remit all the Money arifing
from thence to England, to be fpent there, will
any body fay, that fo much is not clear Gain to
England, though fome of its Merchants may pof-
fibly fuffer a little thereby, in the Sale of their
Goods ?

This is the very Cafe of Ireland, fo much com-
plained of ; which leads me to make good my Af-
fertion, that it is the Intereft of England to leave
the Woollen Trade free and open to the People of
dreland. -

It Ireland was the only Country, befides England,
which produced Wool, it would then be in the
Power of England, and its Intereft by Reftrictions
laid upon us, to referve the whole Trade to them-
felves ; and we fhould readily acquiefce, and fub-
mit to thofe Laws, however fevere they may other-
wife be thought : But the Cafe is much otherwife ;
Spain produces great Quantities of fine Wool, and
all the other Parts of Europe raife a great deal of
the coarfe, and a confiderable Parcel of the fine
Sort ; {o that they do not want Materials for Wool-
len Manufacture.  Stopping the Door upon Ire-
land, has only ferved to open and enlarge that Trade
i foreign Countries, by driving great Numbers of
our Weavers to France, and other Places, where

they have fet up the fame Trade, and thereby have
- done
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done England much more Injury, than if they had
ftayed at Home, and were allowed to export their
Woollen Manufactures.

We find by fad Experience, that fince the Re-
volution, the French, Dutch and Germans have en-
couraged and cultivated their Woollen Manufac-
tures to a great Height, and ftill go on in improving
the fame; and by the Cheapnefs of Labour and
Provifions, are able to underfell the Engli/b already
in their own and foreign Markets, The French
have thereby in a great Meafure engrofied the
Woollen Trade in Turkey and the Mediterranean,
which was formerly carried on by the Englifh ;
and many Provinces in Germany now {fupply them-
felves with their own Manufatures, which they
likewife had formerly from England, We find alfo
that the Spamiards have, either out of Revenge or
Policy, profecuted the Woollen Trade with fuch
Vigour, that they now cloath their Armies with
their own Manufactures, and, in Imitation of the
Court, the Nobility and better Sort are cloathed
the fame Way ; and that Englifb Bays, which ufed
to be the common Wear of the Country, 1s not
now made ufe of there. If this Humour goes on,
the Spaniards may in Time prohibit the Exporta-
tion of their Wool, the principal Ingredient of the
fine Drapery of England.

This is a very difagreeable Scene of Affairs,
which fhould infpire the Engli/b with Refolutions
of taking other Meafures to mend their Condition.
They fee the French, Dutch, and Others, have ri-
valled, and even wormed them out of a great Part
of theig Woollen Trade ; and they are in Danger
of being driven out of the beft Part of what re-
mains, unlefs fome new Courfe be taken to retrieve
theit Woollen Trade, which can be done no other
Way, than by being able to fell as cheap as the

French and Dutch in foreign Markets 3 for it is a
D3 Maxim,
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Maxim which always holds good, that he com-
mands the Market, who fells beft’ and cheapeft 3
this is what the Engli/b cannot do of themfelves,
confidering the high Price of Labour, Taxes, and
Manger of Living in England, which lie heavy on
their Manufactures, and make them come dearer
to any foreign Market, than thofe of other Coun-
tries which rival them ; but if they fhould think
proper to employ the People of Ireland, in making
any Part of their Woollen Manufa&ures, and efpe-
cially fuch Sorts of them, as they are rivalled in by
others, they would foon be liable to drive the
French and Dutch out of any Branch of foreign
Trade, by felling as cheap, and better Commodi-
ties than they. '

And this we have Reafon to believe would be the
Cale, confidering that the Price of Labour and Pro-
vifions in [reland is very low, and that the People
are induftrious, and live poor and cheap, and have
little "T'axes on their Confumptions. There is no
Way left for the People of England to recover any
loft Trade, but by the fame Ways and Means
whereby others got it from them, which is, by
{elling cheaper than their Neighbours 5 nor is there
any Courfe left to bring thar about, but by taking
wn the Affiftance of the People of Ireland, and em-
ploying their Hands in fuch Manner, and fuch
Work, as they fhall find moft convenient,

If, for Inftance, the Merchants and People of
England, either on Commiffion or otherwife, would
employ the Irifb in making up Woollen Goods of
various Kinds, and get a Permiffion to fend them
fo manufaltured to England, in order tosbe ex-
ported Abroad, by this Means, the Irifh ' Wool
would be worked up, and not fent Abroad raw ;
the poor People would be employed, and the Eng-
%fb Merchant would ‘gain a confiderable Profit at
the foreign Market, or, if the Turkey Merchants

| .~ were
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were allowed to work up in Jreland, fuch Sort of
Goods as the French fell in Turkey, and to export
them dire@ly thither, and could, by underfelling -
the French, difpofe of a much greater Quantity
of fuch Goods, than they do at prefent, would not
this be apparently for the Benefit of England? the
greateft Part of the Profit would redound to the
Znglifb Merchants, and the poor Iri/p Manufac-
turer, would be only employed in the moft labo-
rious and leaft gainful Part of the Work, and
thereby get a bare Livelihood. It is the Engli/b
Merchants, who have Stocks of Money, and could
employ the poor People of Ireland, that .would
have the Benefit of their Labour ; and if the Irifh
thould themfelves gain a little by this Working,
and being inftrumental in encreafing their Wealth,
even that little would not ftay with us, but be
carried off, as all our Wealth is, to maintain our
Gentlemen in England.

If under the prefent Difcouragements, Hazards
and Forfeitures, fome of our People will venture
to carry fome Woollen Goods to Portugal and
Spain, and be able to underfell all others there,
for which, no Doubt, the French and Dutch are as
much fet againft us on this Account, as fome Eng-
lifb 5 this thews to a Demonttration, that the Eng-
lifo, by the Help of Iri/b Labour and Induftry,
could be able to underfell all others, and drive
them out of foreign Markets ; in obtaining which
Advantage, and keeping it afterwards, they may
have full Employment for their own People, as
well as the People of Ireland ; and it is certainly
more for the Advantage of England, that the
People of Jreland fhould have a Share in this
"Trade, than that Foreigners {hould run away with
it, fince every Addition to our Wealth, will enlarge

our Remittances to England.
D4 We
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We do not in the leaft imagine or expect, that
the People of England will come into any Indul-
gence of this Kind, for our Sakes alone, but, .lf
it is apparently for the Advantage of England, it
15 to be prefumed, they will not be blind to their
own Intereft, or neglett any Expedients, or
Means, for encreafing the Trade or Riches of
their Kingdom, though they may feemingly in=
terfere with the Intereft of particular Companies,
or Traders. I am perfuaded, that a proper Ufe
of the Labour and Induftry of ‘the People of Ire-
land, is the beft and {urelt Fund to encreafe the
Wealth of England, ' el

Fourthly, 1 thall now offer fome Hints, and Pro-
pofals, for the Improvement and Regulation of
our Trade. ‘ i !

- But am forced to premife what I have to fay,
with this melancholy Refle€tion, that as long as
this wafteful Export of our Treafure continues,
and carries off every Acquifition we can make,
it will be in vain to “offer any Expedients for en-
creafing our Manufactures, leflening our Imports,
or improving our Trade; for, every Inlet of
Wealth we can make, will be too little to feed
and fatisfy this devouring Drain, which will ever
keep us poor and miferable, = '

- It muft very much affect every one who wifhes
well to this Country, to confider that all our Toil
and Labour can avail us nothing, and will only
ferve to continue that Evil upon us, which is the
Caufe of all our Poverty : * For, poor we muft
ever be, fo long as all the Advantages we can
make by our Induftry and Trade, fall fo much
fhort of our Remnittances Abroad. If we muft be
always poor, it ‘is better to enjoy Poverty with
Eafe, than to fweat and toil without any Hopes of
mending our Condition, and without any other
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Fffe®t than that of fupporting the Vanity of our
Gentlemen Abroad, who treat their Country with
Contempt, and ruin it without Remorfe.

But, as I am not without Hopes that fome
Maeafures will be thought of, and foon put i Ex-
ecution, that may in fome Degree remove our-
prefent Grievances, and go to the Bottom of the
Evil ; I fhall, on that Account, humbly offer fome
Hints, which may be improved to good Purpofes,
by others of greater Abilities, or may put them
on thinking on better Ways and Means of ferving
their Country.

Firft, The Linen Manufacture, T may truly fay,
is the Staple of Ireland, without which it could not
fubfift : It is the Souree of almoft all the Wealth
and Riches we have. This Manufacture has en-
creafed greatly of late Years, and has extended
itfelf to moft Parts of the Kingdom ; and notwith-
ftanding there is ftill great Room for further Im-
provement and Extenfion, from the great Demand
there is for the low Price Linens, under 1¢d. a
Yard, for America and other Countries, and we
are much obliged to England for the 13d. a Yard
Bounty on the Exportation from thence ; and with
refpect to the Hempen Manufacture, we have made
very little Progrefs in that, though there are very
few Countries better qualified for carrying it on.
The Cambrick Manufalture has encreafed greatly
of late Years, yet it falls far fhort of fupplying our
Home Confumption ia the Article of clear Cam-
bricks ; yet, I have been told, that there are up-
wards of One thoufand five hundred Looms now at
that Work in the North of Zreland. The Cambrick
Company has great Merit with the Public, for
they, at great Expence and Attention to the En-
couragement of that Bufinefs, brought over from
Flanders a great many Manufatturers, whom

they
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they employed at Dundalk, by which, that Manu-

facture has greatly fpread over all that Side of
the Country ; and now, private Perfons can earry
on that Trade more extenfive and to greater Ad-
vantage than the Company ; but this is entirely
owing to the Enlight and Encouragement given
by them, who, notwithftanding the Bounty given
by . Parliament, {fuffered greatly in their private
Fortunes, and were almoft broke by the Expence
they were at, and the Lofles they {fuftained for
many Y ears, from want of Knowledge in the
Manufacture, and the proper Method of difpofing
of the Cambrick.

It would be a great Benefit to this Kingdom, if
we could extend our Cambrick Manufacture in the
Article of Clear Goeds, which, as yet, we have
not done, and it will take up fome Time to nurfe
it up, to prevent the Importation of them from
France y yet, till we can make Infficient of thefe
Goods, it will be in the higheft Degree impru-
dent in us to take off any Part of the Duty on
foreign Cambrick, as that Duty is a great Sup-
port, not only to the Linen Manufacture, but to
the Cambrick alfo, and is the Means to encourage
and enable us to extend the Cambrick in all its
Branches, and without it, it muft foon fall to the
Ground. I find that Duty brings in about 7000l.
yearly ; three Parts in fix, or one half, goes to the
hereditary Revenue, two Parts are appropriated to
the Linen Manufacture, and the remaining fixth
Part to the Cambrick.

Why fhould not we endeavour to make Kent-
ings, and encourage by Premiums and Bounties,
our Manufacturers to go into that Bufinefs ? Sure
our Country 1s as fit for it, as any other, and what
a large Sum would we fave, by even preventing
the Importation of at leaft 189,000 Yards now

imported iy |
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The Premiums and Encouragement given by

the Linen Board, have anfwered well, and been a
great Spur and Incentlvc to the Increafe and Ex-
tenfion of the Linen Manufalture ; it is to be.
hoped, it will be employcd to the Encouragement
of thefe Branches of it, we have fo great a Demand
for from our Plantations. Funds of this Kind,
are of great public Utlhty to infant Manufa&ures
and ‘Trades, that require Inftruction in the Be-
ginning, and Encouragement to overcome the
Difficulties and Lofies which always attend the firft
Attempts, in every Invention and Trade.
I cannot quit this Head, without taking Notice
of the very great Importation of undreflfed Flax, in
the Year 1764, as appears by the Table, no lefs
than 53870 C. Wt. in Value upwards of 134600l.
‘What a fhameful Indolence and Neglect is this, in
an Article of fo great Importance, relative to our
- Linen Manufacture ; and that too, in a Country,
where it is well known, ‘Flax may be raifed in
great Abundance, with only common Care and
lnduﬁry ? What a Hazard, what a Riftk do we
run, to depend upon any Country whatfoever, for
the Primum of a Manufalture of fo much Impor-
tance to the Nation ?

Qur Soil and Country, are well fuited to the
Hempen Manufacture, and it was thriving and ex-
tending greatly fome Years ago, till a Dam p was
thrown on it, I may fay a Swp was put to it, by
the laying a Duty on it in England, though thc—:y
import from foreign Countries, at leaft five Times
as much of that Manufacture, as they make at
Home. But notwithitanding, why do we not raife
Hemp, and manufature it, at leaft, as much as
will anfwer our own Confumpuon > Tt is plam we
do not, from the Table of Imports.

Secondly, What very large Sums of Money are
ycarly carried out of the chrdom, in Specie, for

the
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the Article of Coals. By the Cuftomhoufe Books
it appears, that there is entered very near 186,000°
Tun, and it is imagined there are upwards_of
50,000 Tun more brought from Abroad;: and
confumed here, that are not entered, nor' can,
from the Situation of the Places where they are
imported ; computing of this very low, here 1s
a conftant yearly Drain of upwards of 150,000 L
Indeed, this Year, it may be reckoned higher,
for the Colliers have entered into a Combination,
not to fell under 165, a Tun, and accordingly have
kept up to that Price.

We have large Collieries of our own, and
good in their Kind, and want nothing but the
Means of bringing them to Market, a Navigation,
which can be, we are told, compleated for about
17,000 . and then we fhall have this Neceffary of
Life in great Abundance, free from the Combi-
nations, the Frauds, the Monopolies, the Exac-.
tions of Colliers, Coal Factors, and Engroffers,
and fave the fending out of the Kingdom fo large
a Sum annually in Specie; what a Benefit would
this be to our poor People, to have them employed
in this Way, and fuch a Quantity of Cafh circulate
round the Kingdom ? Sure, no Difficulty could
atife in obtaining fo fmall a Sum as 17,000/. con-
fidering the great national Benefit that would accrue
thereby, if any Dependence could be bad, or Se-
curity given, for the compleating the Navigation
for fuch a Sum. :

It is a melancholy Thing to reflect, what Sums
have been given away within thefe laft twenty
Years for Navigations, doubtful in their Ufe and
Practicability ; and how great a Part of thofe
Sums have been confumed in Salaries, and thrown
away by the Mifmanagement and Ignorance, I will
not fay worfe, of our Undertakers, and our own
Want of Knowledge and Skill that Way. Look

further
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further, and fee the Accounts laid before Parlia-
ment, and our Eftablithment, Civil and Military,
and above all the Lift of Penfions of all Kinds:
What an enormous Sum have they {welled to of
late Years, upwards of gr,o00/. and yet, at the
fame Time, this important Article of Coals, the
producing this great Neceflary of Life, the faving
fo large a Sum as 150,000/ yearly, has been

ftarved and negletted.
There has been, indeed, of late eftablifhed, an

excellent Inftitution, to prevent the exceffive high
Price of Coals, I mean the Public Coal-yards in
the City of Dublin, by which Coals cannot well
rife above 18s. a Tun; for when they exceed that
Sum, the Coal-yards are to fell out at 18s. to the
Poor and Indigent, under certain Regulations ;
this has, and will, probably, keep the Price un-
der 18 5. but then, what an exorbitant Profit have
thefe Harpies at this Rate! For, upon Examinati-
on, it appeared very clear, that every Perfon, em-
ployed in the Coal Trade, would have a reafonable
and fufficient Profit upon a Sale at about 13s. a

Tun.

3dly. We have great Plenty of Fifh of all
Kinds upon our Coafts, and our Ports and Bays
are moft happily fituated to carry on that valuable
Branch of Trade, which all our Neighbours, even
upon our Coaft, make fo great Profit by, and
even fupply us. 'What an Indolence and a Shame
is this, and efpecially now, that the Legiflature
has given us fo-great a Bounty, and Encourage-
ment, as they have done by a late Act of Par-

liament ?

4thly. See by the above Tables, what large
Quantities of the Silk and Woollen Manufactures

we pay for and import; it is true, by the Boum)g
oL
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of Parliament, and the Patronage of the Dubln
Society, the Silk Manufaéture is beginning to re-
vive, and the Poor, who were diftréfled fotmerly
to a great Degree, for Want of Employment, are
beginning to get Bread. I have been told the
Confumption of Ireland in this Article is about
130,000 /. yearly, and that we do not manufacture
above 30,000/ of it; and that we confume of the
plain Silks alone about 80,000/ in Value, Our
fancied Goods, certainly, do not come up to that
we have from Abroad, but the plain we have, and
can make to Perfection 3 and would it not be an
immenfe Thing for us to employ our Poor, and
prevent the fending Abroad- for this Article of
plain Goods, by which fuch a Sum as 80,000/
would be faved. '

What a Difgrace is it to our People of Fathion
and Diftinétion, to fee them defpife our own Ma-
nufactures, and fo fond of foreign Goods, by
which they are become even the Dupes of {fome
Tradefmen, who, finding they cannot fell  Jrifh
Goods, though exceeding good of their Kind, are
obliged to fay, they came from Abroad, and raife
the Price, and confequently their Profit 5 and by
this pious Fraud (if I may fay fo) in Favour of
our own Country, great Quantities of Iri/b Goods
are fold for Foreign, and this Management is made
Ufe of with Refpect to Woollen Goods, as well
as Silk, in order to force a Trade of Irifh Goods 3
and' fo fully convinced are fome very fenfible Ma-
nufacturers of the Benefit of this Kind of Fraud,
that they declare, the fixing of any Kind of Mark,
that would with Certainty dittinguith the Irifh
from the Englif/b Goods, would be greatly injurious
to the Iri/b Trade. But we are in hopes, not on-
ly te extend this valuable Branch of our Manufac-
tures, but get over all Prejudices, when fo many

| worthy
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worthy and public-fpirited Ladies, have taken up-
on them the Patronage and Prote&ion of the Silk
Manufatture, and its Warehoufe in Parliaments
Sireet,

With Refpet to the Woollen Manufacture, I
have mentioned above my Reafons, why it would
be of Ufe, even to England, 1o permit us to ex-

- port feveral Articles in the coarfe and low priced

Goods, which Trade they have been in a great
meafure beat out of, by their Neighbours felling
them cheaper in foreign Markets ; and by this
Means our Irifh Wool would be confumed at
Home, and not clandeftinely fent Abroad, to the
great Prejudice of England. 1 am credibly in-
formed, with Refpet to the clandeftine Exporta-
tion of Wool, much more Zrifh Wool is carried
Abroad that Way through England, than directly
from Ireland.

sthly, It is very alarming, with Refpet to the
Health and Morals of the People, to think what
a Quantity of Spirits is confumed in this King-
dom ; of Brandies, you will fee from the Table,
upwards of 57,000 Gallons, imported from France
and Holland ; and of Rum above 1,230,840 Gal-
lons ; befide it is imagined, there is clandeftinely
run above half that Quantity, to the great Injury
of the public Revenue, and the fair Trader ; add
to this, the immenfe Quantity of home-made
Spirits confumed here. I think it would be of
great national Confequence, to prevent the immo-
derate Ufe and Confumption of this pernicious
Liquor : Both in Great-Britain and here, it has
been attempted in vain ; but fince that cannot be
affected, let us fee if we cannot in fome Meafure
prevent. the exceflive Ufe of it, and at the fame
Time turn it to a national Benefit. I have been
informed by fome Phyficians of great I(nowletk%’é3

an
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and Charaer in their Profeffion, that Spirits dif-
tilled from Grain, are more wholefome than Bran-
dies or Rums; why may we not contrive fome
Way to prevent the Importation of Brandies, and
even Rums, and encourage the diftilling of home-
made Spirits from Grain ? It would be a Means of
improving our Country, by encouraging Tillage
and Agriculture, and prevent the ill Confequences
of Running of Spirits, Tam told an effectual Me-
thod to prevent this pernicious Practice, would be
to take off one Shilling of the twenty Pence, I
think in the Pound, Duty on black Teas, that s,
Boheas ; for it is imagined, very little of that Kind
is entered, or pays Duty, moftis run, and that
the Runners would not find their Account in that
Pratice, if they had not the Benefit of running
thefe Kind of Teas along with the Spirits, and in
the End no Prejudice would arife to the public Re-
venue ; for in this as well as in many other Arti-
cles, where the Duty is high, a lower Duty, if
paid, would bring in more Money than the high,
where very little is entered and moft of it
run.

I fhall not trouble my Reader, with entering
more minutely into the many Articles of our Ex-
ports, that we might improve and extend ; or,
our Imports, which we might prevent, either en-
tirely, or in a great Meafure : But beg Leave, to
refer them to the Tables, and to the Lift of Prae-
miums that have been offered by the Dublin Soci-
ety, this Year ; but I cannot omit to mention in
general, the Importation of near 30,000 Barrels
of Beer and Ale; this Article, I underftand, can
be fold cheaper here than we can brew it for Sale,
by the Drawback of great Part of the Duty on
Exportation, and by the Duty being very {mall
on Importation here. Should not this put us upon
encreafing the Duty on Importation ; fee the Quan-

[l[y
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tity of Hard and Earthen Ware imported ; and
alfo, of Rape and Linfeed Oil, all which we
might manufacture to the great Employment. of
our induftrious Poor, and Improvement of our
Land. : ' . & ¥

Having thus, with the greateft Candour and
Impartiality, laid before the Reader, the yearly
Value of the Remittances in Money, which we
may reafonably be fuppofed - to make to our Gen-
tlemen wholive Abroad ; and having alfo confi-
dered what Balance in our Favour we have, by
our whole Trade, to enable us to maintain thofe
Remittanices 3 and, having likewife taken into
Confideration feveral other Articles, which do ci-
ther increafe or leflen the Balance, I leave it to
every oné to judge, whether the Inferences and Ob-
fervations, drawn. from thence, are well grounded.
It appears on one Hand, that our Abfentees draw

" out of the Kingdom, yearly, above a Million ; and

on the other, that the Balance in our Favour, by our
Trade, (which is the Fund we have to difcharge
thefe Drafts upon us with) amounts to no more
than 4,89,836/. yearly, according to. the public
Eftimates, and by confequence, there will be want-
ing upwards of . 5,70,000 J. to make up thele Pay-
ments. v 38 |
How we have been able hithertoto {upport all
this, I leave .toethers to account for ; perhaps

" that Stock,- which we have been gathering . for

many Years, may hitherto have enabled ; us to
anfwer thefe.Demands upon wus, when they were
more moderate ; -but it is impoffible for us tQ {ub-
it much onger, under fuch a wafteful Drain.
Tt is evident, by the great Scarcity of Money in
the Kingdom, that our Stock ds draining off to
the Lees. ' _
- If this be our Cale now, and that the prefent
Cafh of the Kingdom is no way fufficient to carry
~on

el
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on our domeftic or foreign Trade, and that there
is a great Stagnation in our Bufinefs already, for
‘Want of Money, what muft be our Ca}fc it a
little Time, when all the reft of our Species fhall
be carried off, as it muft certainly be, if our Gen-
tlemen Abroad fhall continue to draw it from us,
in the Degree they do at prefent ? “The Confe-
quence will then be, that we fhall not be able to
fupport our Eftablithment, and fhall ceafe to be an
Advantage to England, which will ever receive
lefs from us, in Proportion as we grow poorer.
It is to be hoped, the People of England will not
be againft our taxing the Eftates of our Abfentees,
{ince it may enable us to pay the Taxes of our
Country, fupport our Government, and prevent
our becoming a Burthen to them; and we may
prefume, they may be the rather inclined to ap-
prove of fuch a Tax, fince it is more than pro-
bable, that moft of our Abfentees will, not-
withftanding this, ftill live among them, and
not forego their foreign Pleafures, on that Ac-
count,

I have taken particular Notice of the Benefits
which accrue to England by its Dealings with
Ireland, and that it is its Intereft to let the People
of Ireland into a free Enjoyment of every Branch
of Trade, and to give full Employment to all
their Hands, fince every Profit arifing from thence
will only ferve to enlarge their Remittances to that
Kingdom.

If the People of England will ftill keep us under
the fame Reltrictions 1n Trade, let them fend us
home our Gentlemen ; or, if they will have our
Gentlemen live and fpend their Fortunes amongft
them, it is to be hoped, that they will give us a
greater Liberty of Trade, to enable us to maintain
them there 5 one or other of thefe Expedients

feems
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feems to be abfolutely neceflary at prefent for the
Support of this Kingdom.

The laft Thing 1 propofed to fpeak of in this
Treatife, was to make fome Obfervations, and
offer fome Reafons, why the Abfentees fhould be
obliged to contribute, in fome fhape, to the
Welfare and Support of the Country they derive
their Honours, Eftates and Income from.,

Indeed, as this Evil grows daily upon us, and
has already thrown the Nation into a wafteful
Confumption of all its Subftance, it is high Time
to apply fome Remedy to ftop this immoderate
Drain, that has reduced us fo low ; And this can
be done no other Way than, in Imitation of our
Anceftors, and of all wife Nations in the like
Cafe, by taxing the Eftates and Incomes of thofe,
who out of Wantonnefs and Luxury, choofe to
{pend all the Profits thereof Abroad, to the
Impoverithment and Ruin  of their native
Country.

It is not reafonable to expect, that the Security
of the Proteffant Religion and Intereft in this
Kingdom, the Profperity of the People, and
Safety of the Government, fhould all give Way
to the Gratifications of our Gentlemen Abroad ;
if they fet fo high a Value on their foreign Plea-
fures, that for the Enjoyment of them, the King-
dom muft be brought into Ruin, 1t is to be
hoped, they fhall not be indulged in all this,
without contributing their Quota towards the
Charges of the Public. As the Cafe ftands at
prefent, while all others at Home pay largely in
Taxes, for the Maintenance of our Eftablifh-
ment; thefe Gentlemen, though many of them
have nothing but what they derive from this
Country, yet pay not one Farthing for the Sup-
port of it ; they have, indeed, the Merit of pay-

E 2 ing:
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ing by their foreign Confumptions, the Taxes of
all Countries but their own. bz

It is notorious, that many of our Abfentees
have, by their Rents and otherwife, drawn out of
this Kingdom many Millions of Pounds the laft
twenty Years, and yet none of them have con-
tributed to the Support of the public Charges, as
much as the meaneft Perfon who pays for a Quart
of Ale.

It cannot be fuppofed, that our Jrifb Landlords,
who live Abroad, and confume no Part of the Pro-
duce or Manufacture of their Country, pay the
leaft Share of the Duties or Taxes thercof, or re-
lieve any of its Poor, whofe Miferi€s they never
fee, or make any Improvements, who never mean
to live among us 3 nay, their living Abroad feems:
to have fo far alienated their Affections from their
Country, and hardened their Tempers towards it,
that they, above all others, are remarkable for fet-
ing their Eftates at a Rack Rent, fo as hardly to
allow a Livelihood to their poor Tenants, by whom
they are fupported., | 1l ol

There is no Country in Europe which produces
and exports fo great a Quantity of Beef, Butter,
Tallow, Hides and Wool, as Ircland does ; and
yet our common People are very poorly cloathed,
go bare-legged half the Year, and very, rarely tafte
of that Fleth-meat, with which we fo much abound,
We pinch ourfclves in cvery Article of Life, and
export more than we can well {pare, with no other
Effeét or Advantage, than to enable our Gentle-
men and Ladies to'live more luxurioufly Abroad,

And they are not content to treat us thus, but
add Infult to ill Ufage ; they reproach us with our
Poverty, at the fame Time that they take away
our Money ; and can tell us, we have no Diver-
fions or Entertainments in Zreland for them, when

they,
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they themfelves difable us from having better, by
withdrawing from us. '

But is to be hoped, that our Legiflature will take
Care that thofe Gentlemen, who {pend their For-
tunes Abroad, and are thereby the greateft, and al-
moft only Caufe of its Poverty and Diftrefs, fhall
not be the only Perfons favoured, and exempted
from paying the Taxes thereof. .

A Tax of two, three, or four Shillings in the
Pound on the Eftates, Penfions, Profits of EXmploy-
thents, and Incomes of Abfentees, and alfo, fome
certain Sum on all Perfons who are in Poffeffion of,
or fhall obtain Titles of Honour amongit the No-
bility of freland, would, in all Likelihood, remove
the Evil complained of ; for, if the Abfentees
fhould return home, then the public Revenue
would encreafe to a greater Produce in the Cuftoms
and Excife, in Proportion as the Home-Confump-
tion would be enlarged, by the fpending of {o
much more Money amongft us ; or, if they would
notwith(tanding live Abroad, then a confiderable
Fund would be provided for fome ufeful and be-
neficial Obje¢t in this Country.

I know well, that many Difficulties may arife to
and upon the raifing fuch a Tax; and how will
you apply it ? for the former Tax of four Shillings
in the Pound on Abfentees, which fubfifted for {o
many Years, anfwered no good Purpoie, by being
applied to defray the public Charges of Govern-
ment, as has been mentioned in the former Part of
this T'reatife.

As to the firft of thefe Objections, I have found
fomewhere this Queftion afked, why fhould not we
lay a Duty on the Exportation of our Nobility and
Gentry, according to their Titles and Incomes?
They travel for Health or Pleafure. Should not

they pay 50/. or 100 /. or fome certain Sum,l to
b 2 their
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their own Country, for Permiffion to fpend the
Remainder of their Fortunes in another ?

You fee by what has been mentioned, the legal
Provifions our Anceftors made upon this Head ;
and why may not the Tax be raifed in pretty much
the fame Manner, but free from the difpenfing
Claufes, as the four Shillings in the Pound was
raifed by virtue of the former feveral Aéts of Par-
liament, fo long in Force in this Kingdom ? And
with refpeét to the raifing a Tax on fuch of our
Nobility as have r.o Eftates in Ireland, which feems
to be attended with the greateft Difficulty, you fee
what was done by the At of 10 Charles 1. Chap.
21, which never has been repealed. Befides, I do
not think but the Wifdom of our Legiflature may
and can contrive Ways and Means to raife fuch a
Tax, if they are once convinced of the Propriety
and Ufefulnefs of it. To charge them who are rich
in this World, is Religion-and true Policy, and to
eafe the poor Labourer, is equal to it.

There does not feem to be fo great Difficulty as
at firft imagined in doing this ; other Countries
have raifed Taxes, where the Difficulty feems ta
have been greater:.

In Holland, every Man that accepts of an Em-
ployment, 1s obliged to pay fuch a certain propor-
tionable Part of it to the State, and a proportionable
‘Tax on the Promotion of Land and Sea Officers
and Clergy.” There is alfo there, what is called a
Collateral Tax, by which the Inheritor of a For-
tune in Liand, or even Money, not defcending to
him in a right Line, pays two and a half per Cent.
to the State ; when they fell Land or Employ-
ments, the Buyer and Seller pay two or three per
Cent. of the Value to the State, and they have a
Method of raifing and colleting thefe Taxes with
Eafe,

As
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As to the other Objection, relative to the Ap-
plication of the Tax.

There are two great and national Charities in this
Kingdom, neither of which have any certain Sup-
port any Way adequate to the great Expence of
them, or the vaft Benefit arifing to this Country by
them ; I mean the Charter Schools, and the Found-
ling Hofpital at the Workhoufe ; the former fup-
ports about 2500 Perfons, and has for its Object
the training up the Children of the Papifts of this
Kingdom, of a low Condition, not only to be ufe-
ful Members of Society, by inftru&ing them in
Hufbandry and Manufattures, and binding them
A pprentice to Proteftant Mafters, but to be good
Proteftants.  We know well how flow a Progrefs
the Reformation made in the lower Clafs of People
of this Kingdom, and [ am much afraid the Num-
ber of Papifts have encreafed of late Years out of
all Proportion, and fo it has been found by fome
late Returns, owing, I am apprehenfive, on one
Hand, to the Non-refidence and Indolence of our
Clergy, and to the Remifinefs and Negligence of
the Proteftants in general ; and on the other, to the
indefatigable Afliduity and Zeal of the Popith
Clergy, and the People in general of that Perfua-
fion 3 and, I am afraid, in a great Meafure, to the
great Number of Jefuits and Regulars that have of
late come into the Kingdom.

The other Charity has for its Object, the rearing
and making ufeful Members of Society, a great
Number of helplefs deferted Infants, that muit
otherwife inevitably perifh. There are two or
three and - twenty hundred Children fupported by
this Charity ; and indeed it is become now of uni-
verfal Concern, Children from all Parts of the

Kingdom being fent in there. j
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Thefe two Charities have been in the utmoft
Want of Money and Diftrefs this laft Year; the
Charter Schools, from the Number of Children
fent in this fcarce Year, and Dearnefs of Provi-
fions, were obliged to call in the Money they had
upon Securities, and all the Debts they could pof-
fibly get in, and upon the Correfponding Society
in London for their Affitance and Support, who
affifted them with that Zeal they have been ever re-
markable for, and without which, and fome acci-
dental Legacies and Charities to a confiderable
Amount, it would have been impofiible for them
to fubfift. Indeed the Zeal and public Spirit of
one Gentleman, a Member of the Houfe of Com-
mons in the Weft of this Kingdom, who ought to
be mentioned with Honour, and who has net enly
a Charter School for forty Children, but a Nurfery
for the Support of one hundred within his Demefne,
and under his immediate Care and Protection, fee-
ing the Diftrefs the Society was likely to be re-
duced to, generoufly offered to fupport them from
the Beginning of this Year till the Parliament could
relieve them, both Charter School and Nurfery, at
his own Expence. A noble Example, and worthy
{fo good a Man. .

The Foundling Hofpital was in like Diftrefs 3
for they owed to Nurles in the Country, who had
their Children to the Number of between 1400 or
1500, near 2000/. fome for two, fome more
Years nurfling, and they had no Money to pay
them ; their Credit was fo low by the Means of
this great Arrrear, that no Woman could be got to
take the Children from the Poor-houfe to nurfe,
and many coming in daily, they were obliged to
put feveral Children on one wet Nurfe, and great
Numbers were in the utmoft Danger of ftarving,
had not the Governors raifed a Sum of 1800/, in
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a Mortgage of their little Eftate about the Work-
houfe, from a Banker of this City, who advanced
that Sum from a Motive and Zeal for fo good a
‘Work, more than the Goodnefs of the Security ;
for, in Truth, it was but very {canty, and iil cir-
cumftanced.

I mention thefe two particular Charities, becaufe
I am well acquainted with them. I am fure there
are feveral others; fuch as, the Hibernian School
for the Support of the Children of Soldiers ; the
Marine Society for thofe of Sailors, that are of
great Ufe and Benefit to the Kingdom, and do
great Honour to the Charity and Humanity of the
People of this Country.

Many Gentlemen in Eugland, having been in-
formed of the Obje& of the two above great Cha-
rities, and that they had but a fmall Fund or Eftate,
and were fupported entirely by uncertain and oc-
cafional Funds, wondered how the Governors
could venture to undertake fo great a certain Ex-
pence upon fo uncertain a Fund, where fo many
thoufands were in Danger of ftarving; for that
the great Charities there, had fome 10,0c0/. fome
11 or 12,0007/ a Year certain Income or Eftate,
or elfe they would never venture to undertake fo
great an Expence. The Foundling Hofpital in
Paris has certain Taxes, to a great Amount, ap-
propriated to .their Support ; Taxes on Luxuries,
on Diverfions, on the Play-houfes, fo much on
every Ticket made ufe of there.

I mention all this, to be the better entitled to
take the Liberty to fubmit it to the Legiflature,
whether it would not be a right and a proper
Meafure, to lay fome certain Tax on Abfentees
of all. Kinds, and to appropriate it to the Support
of the above two great Charities, and fuch other
as they fhould think fit, to be accountable to Parha-
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ment. Perhaps when the Tax was applied to fo
good a Purpofe, the Perfons that pay it, as well
as thofe that grant it, would be induced the rather
to come into it, and reft fatisfied, that it would be
free from the Objection raifed formerly, to the
Tax of 4s. in the Pound, on Abfentees, and
which was paid for fo many Years.

As Iam fure I have tired the Reader, by this
Time, I fhall beg Leave to conclude with the fol-
lowing Obfervation : That notwithftanding all I
have faid, to draw the Attention of the People of
Ireland to Agriculture, Manufactures, and Com-
merce, important Objeéts indeed ! "yet, as I think,
this Ifland is in great Danger of being attacked,
whenever a new War breaks out, we fhould be
on our Guard, and now in Time of Peace, the
moft proper, let us fet about eftablithing a ufeful
and national Militia for our Defence, and train our
Proteftants up to the Ufe of Arms, that they may,
in Time of Danger, protect us from both foreign
and inteftine Enemies, many of which, I am afraid,
we have amongft us, who, upon fuch an Occafion,
may be more dangerous than our open and avowed
Enemies; for, as has been obferved by a noble
Author, who has lately wrote the Hiftory of ' the
Reign of Henry the Second, - that, Exercife in
Arms, encreafes the Strength of a Nation, which,
remaining long unemployed, is very apt to decay,
and fink into an infirm and effeminate Softnefs,
particularly, when People are much addiéted to
Commerce, the mercantile Spirit prevailing over
the military, more than is confiftent with the Safety
or Virtue of a State. To keep up the Energy of
both thefe Spirits, in a proper Degree, and with-
out Prejudice to each other, is a very important,
and a very difficult Part of political Wifdom,
which has been performed in few Governments
either ancient or modern.

.Bef_ore
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aide, I muft beg Leave to

Nme, that -I the general Obfervations that
wn from 2 plain Reprefentation o

have beeu c

"act, and public Eftimates, will n
as it never was mtcndcd they fhould, give the
Offence to any one.

take

re%
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