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A

L E T T E R ,  f c .

M y  L o r d ,

W H I L E  the humanity by which your 
Excellency has been fo eminently diftin- 

guiihed in your private character has engaged 
to you the love and affeótion o f all thofe with 
whom you have had any relation, your public 
charaóter in the fame direction w ill enfure to 
you a general confidence and efteem, upon this 
almoil invariable principle, that reâitude is one 
o f the great fruits o f humanity.

You, my Lord, are placed in the higheû 
fiation o f a fu b je d : o f the utmoil importance 
to the people o f Ireland: and o f the greateft 
honour to yourfeif. Our gracious Sovereign has 
deligated to your Excellency his royal authority, 
and has ccnfidered you as a fit perfon to be en- 
trufted with the government o f a confiderable 
part o f his dominions -, whilft in this he has 
exemplified thofe tender and parental feelings 
which emane from the virtues o f his mind, your 
Excellency, with thofe virtues of* your Sovereign 
in view , w ill undoubtedly make the welfare o f 
the kingdom, and the happinefs o f the people 
over whom you preiide, the great o b je il o f  your 
•appointment.
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In the prefent agitated flate of public affairs, 

the government of any part of the Britifh empire 
feems to be an arduous tafk, but although the 
heated fpirits of feme, or the partial interefted 
views of others, may, for a time, obilrud the 
beil laid plans of general welfare, flill juflice 
ftrengthened by found wjfdom and judgment, 
ana tempered by benevolence and lenity, can 
not fail, at lafl, to heal thofe fores, which at 
prefent feem to be fo difficult of cure.

Í do not mean, my Lord, to enter into this 
great field of politicks ; I lament, as much as 
any one,' the difunion of his Majefly’s fubje&s, 
and heartily wiih that the ideas o f liberty and 
the ideas of power may be fo equally tempered, 
as to produce thofe happy effeds which humanity 
pleads for, and which reafon inflruds us to ex
pect; and as we are governed by a moil amiable 
Prince, whofe virtues fhould invigorate loyalty 
and warm all the affections of humanity, and as 
we live within the fold of the moil perfedly 
modelled conflitution, that could have been 
devifed for the fecurity and happinefs of the 
people, let us fupplicate all gracious providence 
not to fufler thefe ineilimable bleffings to lofe 
their efficacy, but that the dark and lowering 
clouds which at prefent obfeure this, once bright, 
horizon, may be foon, and fo effectually diffi- 
pated, as that both the King and the People may 
long live in Teace, Wealth, and Godlinefs.

] fhail not, my Lord, expatiate further on this 
fubjed, as it would be deviating from my ori
ginal purpofe, my attention being direded wholly 
to the affairs of Ireland, which demand the moil 
ferions confederation of every perfon interefled 
in the happinefs o f that kingdom, more parti

cularly
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cularly at this time, when the great afTembly o f 
the nation is convened to deliberate upon mea- 
fures for the fupport o f government and for the 
happinefs o f the people, objedts which every 
good fubjed  muft w iili to iind infeparably con
nected, And here, my Lord, give me leave, to 
obferve, and which I can do without the leail 
violation o f truth, that Ireland has long flood, 
and continues to iland in as diftinguiihed a light 
for its zealous and fteady loyalty to his M ajefty, 
and afFedion to his perfon and government, as 
any one part o f his dominions, and confequently 
from his M ajefly ’s juftice and clemency can 
never fail o f his favour and protection.

It cannot be fuppofed, my Lord, that your 
Excellency has, or that any o f your predeceffors 
have had, any predilection for this country. ■ It 
is on your juftice and on your benevolence w e 
are to rely for your co-operating in whatever 
may be for its advantage, on thofe we place our 
hopes and expectations o f that fecurity, which 
otherwife would be precarious, where the influ
ence o f national attachment was wanting, and 
therefore we cannot doubt, when your E xcel
lency is truly informed o f the ftate o f this king
dom, o f your adopting every meafure which may 
tend to its emolument and happinefs.

Ireland, from its lituation, muft neceffarily 
depend upon trade, for though in its natural 
ftate, it is favoured by providence w ith many 
advantages, ftill it is by commerce thofe advan
tages are fruCíiííed and dilated. T h e  country 
from the temperatenefs o f its climate and a dif- 
poiition rather to hum idity, is remarkable for its 
verdure, and a fertility o f foil, which, particu
larly in t\ie fouthern and weftern povinces en-

• À  3 riches
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riches without much labour, the lands in thofe 
provinces being moilly pailure, feeding black 
cattle and iheep in great abundance, whilil the 
natural difadvantages of the foil in the lefs 
fruitful parts of the kingdom are removed by the 
labour and induilry of the people; but with all 
the kindnefs of nature, with all this luxuriant 
foil, with all this fertility, and, added to thefe, a 
moil happy iituation for trade, it is ilill to be 
feared that on a clofer inveiligation, the kingdom 
will be found to be every day verging nearer and 
nearer to ruin, and that the wealth and confe- 
quence, which feem to flatter our ideas, are 
little better than a thin gaudy covering, which, 
though it may captivate the eye, conveys no 
warmth to the body.

Taking Ireland in a comparative view with 
other countries, it muil appear to be under a 
very partial predicament. The riches of other 
countries are reciprocally exchanged. I f  either 
bufinefs or pleafure leads the fubjeds of Great- 
Britain to diffipate any part of their revenues 
abroad, England the feat o f royalty, is vifited in 
return by foreigners o f all nations, its great and 
open trade attrads an aiEuence of people and of 
money, fo that there the fcale may be even ; 
but Ireland is in a corner, rarely the objed of 
the traveller’s curiofity, and from a reilraint on 
its commerce is deprived of many advantages 
which nature has qualified it to enjoy, but which 
have hitherto been denied to it, either from 
jealoufy or a miilaken policy ; observation, my 
Lord, has furniihed us with the difagreeable 
knowledge of the one, though it would feem 
that the Superiority, the great wealth, and the 
free, open, exteniive commerce of Great-Britam

ihould



íhould íupprefs it in its firft- emotions ; and as to 
the other, if  the advantages which would more 
immediately arife from the encouraging and pro- 
teding the manufactures and trade o f Ireland, 
are found to center ultimately in England, it 
will naturally follow that found policy would 
iuftify every comfort and every favour given by 
the fuperior to the inferior. T h at thefe are 
incontrovertible truths, I appeal to every man s
experience. .

T h e  difadvantages under which Ireland lies,
and which militate fo ftrongly and, alas! too 
effectually againft thofe accédions to its wealth 
and confequence, which, from its commodious 
fituation for trade, its fertility, and I might add, 
i f  properly encouraged, the induftry o f its inha
bitants, it feems to^have fo natural a claim to, 
may be found in the following caufes.

A  reftraint on its Exports.
T h e  great increafe o f the Imports.
T h e  pernicious drain o f a confiderable part o f

the Rents o f Ireland.
T h e  increafe o f Employments and Pennons. 
And the abfence o f the Em ployed and Pen-

fioned.
O f thefe, my Lord, I fhall take the liberty to

treat in their order.
T h e  refiraint on the Exports is a grievance

forely felt, long complained of, but unhappily 
without any immediate profpe£t o f relief.

A  confiderable part o f the lands o f Ireland are 
laid out in iheep-walks ; the profitable pait o f 
the fheep is the wool ; the flefh is indeed the 
food o f a part, but, alas ! a very inconfiderable 
part o f the people, for nine in ten are unable to 
purchafe it, vvhilft the wool, were we perm itted

. Á 4 to
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to add to its value by labour, would give bread 
to thoufands and bring riches into the country ; 
but this, however it may have the complexi
on of natural right, is denied to us ; Ireland 
not being permitted to export a yard of its 
manufactured wool to any part o f the world ; 
nay fo ftriCt is the reftraint on that valuable 
commodity, that even in its raw natural flate, 
before any value can be added to it by labour 
and induitry, the export of it is confined to 
particular ports in England, and the utmoft 
favour allowed to the Iriih is the employing their 
poor to ihip a part of it for the Engliih manu
facturer, for which, I fear, we are" rather in
debted to the poverty of the lower clafs of our 
people, who, from their neceffities and the 
wretchednefs of their fituation, are glad to do 
this inconfiderable procefs o f the manufacture, 
on terms to which few of the Engliih would 
choofe to fubmit.

Ireland in regard to its woollen manufactures, 
\yas formerly looked upon in fo coniiderable a 
light as to alarm the Engliih, in fo much that 
addreiTes were prcfented to the Throne to check 
its progrefs, and in order to divert the attention 
o f the Iriih from any material purfuit o f this 
manufacture, which had then railed fuch a 
jealoufy, encouragements for the improvement 
and extenfion of that of the linen were held out 
by way of indemnity, which were dutifully ac
cepted by the Iriih, who pleafed themfelves 
with the profpeCt of this important manufacture 
receiving every aid from the Britiih legiilature, 
which could be deviled for its advantage.

The linen manufacture of Ireland has, from 
the labour and induilry o f the people, been

gradually
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gradually improving and has rifen to fuch confe- 
quence and value, as hitherto to avert ruin and 
beggary from the kingdom, by enabling it to 
hold out againft the pernicious evils of unnatural 
Imports, and the enormous drains by rents daily 
remitted to England > but this trade, this çreat 
fource of wealth, is rivalled by foreign linens. 
The people of Ireland looked towards the legi- 
ilatuie of Great-Britain, in humble hope of 
relief and encouragement, but their hopes and 
expectations were vain ; their rivals fpread an 
alarm, the manufacturers in England caught the 
panick, they feemed to fear, that, if  any favours 
were granted to Ireland, in this, however valua
ble part o f its trade, it would obliquely affeCt 
them, by raifmg a jealoufy in thofe foreign ftates 
where the linen manufacture was carried on, and
that this would induce prohibitions o f their own
manufactures * in a word ! they prevailed, and 
Ireland has continued without relief.

Other inftances might be adduced where the 
exports o f Ireland are affeCted, but it is not I 
fear to any great purpofe to enumerate them. 
We find, my Lord, by fatal experience that a 
manufacturing town in England has iometimes 
had intereft and weight fufficient to fruitrate the
bed: laid pian for the interefl o f the whole 
kingdom of Ireland, where it has been apore- 
nended it might in any degree interfere with the 
trade of that town. When the induftry and in
genuity o f the Iriih had led them into an im
provement o f the manufacture o f glafs, it alarmed 
the manufacturers o f that article in England 
and this induced the palling o f an ait there, by 
which Ireland was reftrained from felling a finale 
giais bottle to any part o f the world. T°he

Enzliih
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Engliíh glafs-ad is marked with feverity, it goes 
farther than confifcation, it taxes Ireland. Thefe, 
and many more are the hardihips under which 
this loyal kingdom of Ireland labours, but the 
want of that protedion and that encouragement 
of the great ftaple of Ireland, the Linen Manu
facture, of which, notwithftanding the unremitted 
induftry of the people, it ftands in fo much need, 
and which the true intereft and found policy of 
England would feeem to recommend, is what 
affeds this kingdom moft fenfibly.

The increafe of the Imports and the Luxury 
o f the people, which are always clofely conneded
together, is another grievance.

it has been pleaded that Luxury is the parent 
o f Arts and one of the great aliments of Induftry, 
but though this fhouid be admitted, it muft 
furely be under certain qualifications. Wherever 
Luxury prevails, the title to it fhouid be clear 
and indefeiible. It may indeed be the warrant
able property of the rich, but can never be the 
.indifcriminate claim of every order of the people ; 
for though a fumptuous equipage or table are 
very proper for the Man of rank and fortune, it 
does not follow that he whofe fortune is contrad- 
ed, or whofe fupport arifes from the induftry or 
■the day, is to loll in his carriage, or confume his 
•time in expenfive feftivity and diffipation. The 
confeciuences of Luxury, mifappomted and mis
applied, are fatal to fociety, as well as ruinous 
to individuals. The man who checks the tender 
plants of induftry in their growth, whicn will 
ever be the cafe where the weeds of luxury are 
fufFered to srow amongft them, will be apt to 
make his principles ply to his paillons, and hence
too often oroceed diffidence, .circumvention, dc- 

1 ceit,



ceit, and all the train of evils which fap our 
Commerce and undo fociety ; unnatural luxury 
lays property wafle, and brings on diftrefles 
which break down the boundaries o f virtue, and 
men will then be corrupt rather than be indigent.

It were to be wiihed, my Lord, that fome re- 
ftraint were laid on the immoderate importation 
of many articles which are deftrudive either 
to the health or the fortune of the people.— I am 
aware indeed o f an objection, which I have often 
heard made to any fcheme o f leflening the im
ports :— that it will lower the Revenue, but I 
own I could i^ver aííent to this principle, for 
as the faculties of one part o f the people and the 
labour of the other, when properly employed, 
are the riches of alnioft every country, but o f 
thefe iflands more efpeciaily, fo when either 
are enervated by intemperance, one of the ge
neral aiToeiates of luxury, the increafe o f the 
Revenue can never be an adequate compenfa- 
tion to the pubhck tor the pernicious confc- 
quences.

Another evil is that vantonnefs o f luxury in 
the rage wnich prevails tor foreign manuiadures 
or aii kinds. i here is furely fomethin^ very 
unnatural in employing foreigners while our own 
induftrious Manniadurers laaiguifh in inaction; 
«ntl yet la.iiioR feems in this and other inftances 
to have lubdued, in a good meafure, thofe feel
ings which even humanity pleads for in thofe 
times or d.urcfs, when fo many of our labor ous 
people are daily quitting their country to look for 
in a foreign ciimate that encouragement to their 
mdutfry which is denied to th“ m at home.

It has been the policy o f all States to fupnort 
and promote their own manufadurcs ; but if

• - here.
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here, the Patriot, whofe rigid virtue catches every 
alarm, and whofe fpirit feems to revolt at the 
bare apprehenilon of any attempt to opprefs his 
country j or, if  the Placeman or Penfioner, whofe 
affluent income arifes from the revenue created 
by the trade and induftry of the people, ihould 
abet the introdu&ion of thofe foreign manufac
tures, which flop the channels of our own com
merce, and benumb the hands of the artificer, 
what idea ihould we form of the policy or of the 
principles of fuch men ? And yet, we abound 
here in French furniture, French Silks, French 
Lace, French Stockings, French Gloves, French 
Toys, —  French every thing, —  which, in open 
violation of the laws of the country, to the 
great detriment of the King’s revenue, and to 
the depreffion of the ingenuity and induftry of 
our own people, are every day introduced ; and 
fmuggling, however infamous ! is, from a wanton 
propeniity to novelty, from vanity, and often 
avarice, countenanced, in a greater or leffer 
degree. That this is not an affertion thrown 
out at hazard, I believe I might appeal to many 
members o f the great aiîembly ot the Nation ; 
they can anfwer whether their Wives and 
Daughters are dreiTed in the manufactures of 
France, whilft our Tradefmen are begging about 
our ftreets. But we don t even Hop here : the 
mind, as well as the body, is to have the French 
poli ill; French Governeffes fuperintend the edu
cation of our female youth ; and every young 
Squire, who, unfortunately for his country and 
himfelf, has refided for any time in France, is 
fure to import with him, at his return, that con- 
fequential acquiiition, & valet de cb&tnbte of that 
country, by which he has the peculiar pleafure of
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giving his orders in very indifferent, ill-accented 
French, and having his hair dreiïed à la \Pa~ 
rijjienne.

How are thofe Evils to be remedied ? I an- 
fwer, my Lord, that the introdudion of French 
manufactures may be, in a great meafure, pre
vented by the vigilant exertion of the Revenue 
Officer, and by countera&ing that pitiful evafion 
o f the law, o f bringing in French clothes ready 
made, ladies clothes particularly ; for it is noto
rious, that almoft every lady who goes to Paris, 
has commifiions from a dozen of her female ac
quaintance here; the clothes are made up in 
France, and pafs at our cuftom-houfes (if they 
happen to be brought there) as thofe of the a&ive 
fmuggler, who, if  interrogated, is fo afFedionate 
and friendly to her intimates as to prevaricate for 
their emolument, trifle with her confcience, and 
facrifice to friendihip the interefl o f her country, 
and the bread of thoufands of the induftrious 
poor. This Vice, however, is not confined to 
this kingdom ; for we have often known a Patriot 
in Great-Britain pleading with fuch vehemence 
for the intereft of his country, that you would 
really imagine he was in earneft, declaiming 
againft the French as the natural enemy to our 
conftitution, to our trade and manufactures, 
when, at the fame time, the material and the 
manufacture of his clothes were paid for to fo
reigners, and were the fruits o f an illicit, fcan- 
dalous commerce, by which the Crown was de
frauded o f the duty, and the En?,lifli manufac
turer of his labour. Yet Courtier and Patriot 
are inditcriminately the friends of Monjisur le Duc, 
a perlonage of confequence, well known to, and 
mucii efteemed by thoie o f the firft rank and

property
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property in both houfes of the legiilature, and 
whofe tafte and happy invention, in the important
concern of drefs, have been as confpicuous as his

helmftone a lecond Jonas or Breflciw. I f  the 
duties, my Lord, on French goods were ftri&ly 
levied, we ihould then fubmit to wear our own 
manufactures ; but while the former are brought 
in wuthout any duty, by being paffed as the wear
ing apparel of the importer, or elfe fmuggled in 
the trunks of thofe whofe rank and charader 
put them above the fufpicion of a revenue offi
cer, I much fear that few of our ladies will deny 
themfelves the pleafure of wearing a French iilk, 
when fo much cheaper than our own. Faihion 
and novelty will plead with the W ife or the 
Daughter, whilil frugality, or I may fay avarice, 
will have its influence on the Hufoand or Father, 
and thus the fmuggling fcheme becomes a very 
agreeable one ; no matter, all this time, what 
becomes of the poor manufacturer here !

The next diftrefs which Ireland labours under 
is the rents remitted to numerous Abfentees.

This Evil, long comp’ained of, was laid be
fore the public in a pamphlet, wrote by a Mr. 
Prior, about fifty years ago. It has iince kept 
time with the gradual encreafe of national 
wTeakh, and is now more general, and, confe- 
quently, more affecting; but however, my Lord, 
it were to be wifned, that the evil might be re
medied ; it feems to be one of thofe difeafes for 
which there is no cure. An attempt was made 
in a former fei’Fon to tax the eftates of Akientees.

great dexterity in introducing the fruits o f his 
labour into England, being at Dover and Bright-

This cer 
feemed, <
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equitable complexion * but let it be confidered, 
that to lay any coercive reftraint on the íubjeóts 
o f fuch a free ftate as ours, where fuch an in- 
eftimable value is fet on, and fuch a jealous re
gard had to the general liberty, as well as the 
property of the people, would be a meafure to
tally repugnant to the fpirit of our conftitution, 
and fuch a dangerous innovation as every real, 
difpaiiionate friend to his country would wiih to 
prevent, and of which the confequences would 
in all probability be more fatal than a fuperficial 
obferver might imagine.

This dodrine might be very confiftent with 
the policy of thofe defpotic empires where the 
will of the prince is the fupre?na Iex, or in thofe 
democratical ftates where the people are abfolute; 
but in our conftitution, where every individual 
has this comfortable reflection, that he is a fharer 
in civil liberty, and that the poffeiiion cannot be 
wrrefted from him without a violence equal to a 
fubveriicn of that ccnftitution; the very idea of 
a reftraint on his perfon would be intolerable to 
him. I f  the love of one’s country, that innate 
paffion w’hich has held its influence .in all ages, 
will not engagé men to a refidence in their "na
tive foil, will fines or penalties do it ? The very 
idea is illiberal. The ad  would disfigure the fair 
form of our conftitution, hitherto the admiration 
of ail ftates for its equality and moderation, from 
the great advantages which flow from it, and 
from its fuperior excellence in protecting even 
the meancft of the people in the enjoyment o f
whatever comforts it has pleafed Providence to
difpenfe to him. It is to be hoped, my Lord, 
that the prefent fyftem of the Chief Governor s 
confiant refidence may be a means o f en^agfin^

our
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our Gentlemen of Fortune to remain more gene
rally in their own country. One very efficacious 
meafure would certainly be, the filling up the 
employments of emolument and honour with 
the natives of the kingdom : it is natural (and I 
hope, my Lord, it is not vain) to wriih this. The 
improvements made in the capital, and other 
parts o f the kingdom, may likewife throw fome 
little weight into the fcale. But to confine men, 
born free, to any country, or to oblige them to 
purchafe natural liberty under irkfome and one
rous penalties, is fo diiTonant to the nature and 
efíence of our conftitution, that even a general 
Land Tax, horrible and unreafonable as it would 
be in this diftreffed country, (as I ihall attempt, 
my Lord, to fhew) would be {till more equitable, 
and more afforted to the conilitution, than this 
partial affeffment of the Abfentees eflates.

The increale of Employments and Penfions 
has been confidered as a further grievance, fen- 
iibly affe&ing to this kingdom.

It has been urged, that this has become necef- 
iary in order to check an oppofition to the mea~ 
iures of Government by the leaders of party.  ̂I 
fear, my Lord, there may be too much truth in 
this ; but if  it be fo, it is a fatal inftance of the 
influence of interefl: and ambition, which vitiates 
the judgment, and, it is to be feared, ihaKes the 
principles. Our conftitution knows no aiftinc- 
tion between the intereft of the Prince and the 
people ; on this principle the true Patriot can 
never oppofe, but will cheerfully fuppoit tne 
meafures of Government ; nor will the ag^nt for 
the Crown require from the fubjedt any concef- 
iions which may be productive of inequality be
tween the Governor and the Governed, de

mented
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mented by integrity, the parent o f impartiality, 
no meafures will be propofed by the one but on 
the great fcale o f reditude, and fuch ihould 
never be oppofed by the other. The Prerogative 
o f the Crown is facred ; it is a compoiition in 
the conflitution o f the utmoft conlequence to 
the people ; the glory of the Prince ihines forth 
in the exercife o f it for the good of the people, 
and while that is the objed, the Prince and the 
people muft be happy.

This, my Lord, you will fay, is a pleaf- 
ing pidure ; but there is no fyftem to which 
felf-intereft or ambition may not be an over
match. When thefe pallions ftand forth againft 
men’s virtue, the conflict becomes dangerous and 
precarious, and to the gratification of them the 
moft important concerns of the public are often 
made a facrifice. Experience may give us an 
idea o f modern Patriotifm ; a kind o f fire that 
breaks out in a blaze, dazzles for a-while, and 
is quickly extinguiihable. There is a great d if
ference between an oppofition to meafures which 
appear to be injurious to the intereft o f the people, 
and an indifcriminate oppofition to every mea- 
fure o f government; and yet, my Lord, the latter 
has been the engine by which the interefted and 
the ambitious have worked their way ; but, how
ever, it may be thought neceifary to take off fuch 
oppofition, by gratifying the appetite o f the op
ponent, it is a doubtful point whether this be the 
better policy ; and whether an oppofition, founded 
on principles which muft ever be found light in 
the fcale o f honour, would not die away, did not 
the attention given to it render it o f confequence.

The multiplying of Employments and the in- 
creafe o f Penfions are become every day more 
feniibly affeding to this kingdom.

B  Your
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Your predeceíTor, my Lord, feemed to have 

itrained his invention in this particular : he threw 
the kingdom into great confufion by feparating 
the management of the Imported Excife from that 
o f the Cuftoms. It was an indigefted, violent

Î)lan, which could never operate. YourExcel- 
ency has, indeed, reftored this to its former ftate, 

but it has left behind it the marks of its ill effed, 
by the neceifity o f penfioning the feveral officers 
then difcharged, and by a continuance of many 
fubordinate officers who were, before, found not 
to have been neceifary. Indeed, it is apprehended 
that on a candid inveftigation of the management 
of the Public Revenue, in its various departments, 
it would be found that a great faving might be 
had, by employing the ufeful, adive officer only, 
and by aboliihing all fmecures, and that corrofive, 
ruinous plan, o f having bufinefs done by hirelings, 
while the principal enjoys a very affluent revenue 
in otio, though not cum dignitate, raifed on the 
trade of the country and the property of the people j 
but whether fuch a fyftem of œconomy is ever to 
take place or not, is a very doubtful queiiion. It 
is much to be feared, indeed, that the attempt, 
were it ever to be made, would occaiion as great 
a clamour as the depreciating the ihrine of Diana 
did at Ephefus. Still it will not, I fuppofe, be 
denied that however vague this plan of reforma
tion, or however vain our hopes, the Public Re
venue, like private property, would feel the fa- 
lutary effeds of œconomy. Were it neceifary to 
adduce any fupport to this aíTertion, I believe I 
might appeal to the Stamp duties, of which, if  I 
am" well informed, the management abforbs a 
very large portion of the produce. The gentle
men who have the ccndud of this part o f the
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public revenue will not, we may fuppofe, a d m i t  
that the duties can be colleded on more mode
rate terms ; the public think differently ; but as 
it would be a very novel dodrine to reduce, 
much more fo to fupprefs, offices once inftituted, 
the opinion is, that the Stamp duties will be 
augmented, and thus a further weight laid on 
the people.

T h e  increafe o f Penfions has been a matter fo 
often agitated in the Houfe o f Commons, as to 
make it almoft unneceifary to expatiate further 
on that grievance. T h at his M ajefty ihould have 
it in his power to reward merit or relieve diftrefs 
will not, I am perfuaded, be difputed by any good 
fub jed , or, indeed, by any reafonable man : and 
were the difpenfation o f his royal bounty to de
rive wholly from his M ajefty ’s knowledge o f the 
ob jed  o f it, there could be no doubt o f the pro
priety o f its application ; but how, my Lord, is 
it polfible for the K ing to come at this knowlege? 
H e cannot, indeed, err* butftill he muft depend 
on others for information. L e t the Penfion lift, 
then, be examined, and i f  it appears that large 
grants have been made to perfons, who, in re- 
fp ed  to Ireland at leaft, can plead no merit, and 
who furely can never plead diftrefs, w e ftiall be 
apt to imagine that his M ajefty may have been 
deceived ; and w e (hall lament the im pradica- 
bility o f his knowing clearly who are the proper 
ob jeds o f his royal favour or o f his compaffion. 
T h ere  is, in truth, fomething extraordinary w ith  
regard to Peniions. I f  they are granted for re
lie f o f the diftreifed, as is in many inftances the 
cafe, the end is difappointed ; it is a maxim in 
equity that the protrading o f juftice is next to 
denying it ; the fame m ay be faid in regard to
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every charitable relief. Formerly the Peniions 
were regularly paid quarterly, and the poor Pen- 
lioners knew what they had to truil to. This 
punctuality continued to the clofe of lord Hert
ford’s adminiilration ; the fpirit of the inftitution 
operated effedually, the Peniioner was relieved * 
but iince that time they have never known that 
comfort ; the arrear increafed becaufe the fund 
was over-loaded j and I believe it would appear 
at this day that many poor peniioners, whofe 
whole fupport depended on that fund, have been 
obliged to live upon credit, the moft oppreffive 
and ruinous mode of living, waiting for a return 
o f that regular relief which they had formerly 
tailed, and of which, it is much to be feared, they 
have now but a very remote profpeót. I f  your 
Excellency would be gracioufly pleafed to dired 
an enquiry at what period the lait Peniions were 
paid, you will be feniible how diilreifed the 
iituation mufl be o f many whom his M ajeily 
wiihed to relieve.

I have an high refped, my Lord, for admini
ilration, men in authority have a claim to it, 
and I am an enemy to all perfonalities ; but the 
people, my Lord, complain that high grants are 
made to men who are neither in want of, nor 
appear to have any preteniions to them ; that 
thofe fwell the national debt, the confequence o f 
which, they apprehend, will be the increafe o f 
taxes. Under thefe preiTures the people will na
turally murmur, and when they fee large falaries 
annexed to iinecures, and additional taxes laid 
pn to provide for Governors o f difmantled for- 
treffes, i f  ever fuch fortrefTes exiiled, they will 
confider this as an oppreffion, o f all others the 
moíl grievous, that o f fporting with their diilrefs.
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But if  there be no foundation for thofe complaints', 
i f  your Excellency is fatisfied that no Peniions 
have been granted but to reward real merit, or 
to relieve real diftrefs, nor employments created 
but where the intereft and advantage of thô 
kingdom made it neceifary, then ihould popular 
clamour be treated with contempt, and thofe who 
complain confidered rather as enemies than friends 
to the conftitution.

The abfence of the Penfioned and thofe in 
Employment is a further grievance.

T o  abate this in fome meafure, a T ax of four 
{hillings in the pound has been laid on all Ab- 
fentees, chargeable on their feveral Penfions and 
Employments under government. This, in re- 
fpe£t to Peniions on the eftablifhment, anterior 
to the laying on the tax, may have fome efte£t, 
but in all future Peniions it can never operate. 
T he perfon who looks for a Penfion will never 
lofe fight o f the tax ; if  Peniions are obtained by 
intereft, that intereft will be able to have the 
Penfion fo modelled, as that the Penfioner may 
be indemnified. It requires no great capacity to 
adjuft this. A  Penfion of £800 a year is fought 
for ; to realize which a Penfion o f £ 10 0 0  a year 
is granted ; from which deducting four (hillings 
in the pound, the Penfioner is fully gratified. 
This, my Lord, is a clear cafe ; fo that as the 
old Penfions drop and are fucceeded by new ones, 
the tax, while it has the appearance of a faying 
to the public, will be only fuch in idea.

T he tax on Employments is certainly more 
reafonable than that on Penfions. T o  tax royal 
relief, or royal rewards o f merit, has fomething 
rather inconfiftent with the fpirit o f the grant* 
but to fine perfons for not attending the duties o f

B  3 their
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their refpe&ive employments feems to be very 
juft and reafonable. Whether this tax be fully 
levied or not is what I am notable to determine. 
T he falaries of many offices are fmall, while the 
fees are confiderable; if  the tax fully reaches both, 
the end, for fo much, is anfwered, but ftill the 
evil is not remedied. For four-fifths o f the pro
duce of thefe employments, filled by perfons who 
never appear here, are taken from this diflrefied 
country, and never return. How unequal, my 
Lord, in this particular, is the cafe o f this king -̂ 
dom and that of England ! We have not a fingle 
perfon refiding in this kingdom who has any em^ 
ployment in England; if any of our countrymen 
happen to be employed there, there they fix their 
residence, fo that not only the produce of their 
employment is fpent there, but their own Iriih 
income.

How7 it fares with this country in regard to the 
appointment to Employments of emolument here, 
will appear from the following lift o f thofe filled 
by gentlemen refident in England.

Vice Treafurers of Ireland, three in number. 
One lately named is refident, indeed, in Ireland, 
but the appointment is fuppofedto have coftthe 
kingdom, at leaft, £20,000.

The Mafter of the Rolls, Mr. Rigby.
Clerk ofthe Crown and Hanaper, Gen. Conway.
Regifter o f the Court o f Chancery, The Earl 

o f Hillfborough ; but this nobleman, tho’ refident 
in England, vifits Ireland every year, is an ex
cellent landlord, and a great improyer.

Curiitor o f the Court o f Chancery, Charles 
Fitzroy Scudamore, Efq;

Chancellor of the Exchequer, William Gerard 
Hamilton, IJfq; to make room for this gentleman,

his
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his predeceffor, Sir William Yorke, who lives al
ways in England, has had a Penfion of £  i % oo a year.

Clerk of the Pleas o f the Exchequer, FrancÍ3 
Plumptree, and Polydore Plumptree, Efqrs.

Clerk of the Pells, Charles Jenkinfon.
Clerk of the Council, Lord George Germaine, 

who is likewife one of the Keepers of the Phoenix
park.

Conftable of Dublin Caftle, Hon. Henry Sey
mour Conway. ,

Director and Supervifor of the State M uilc,
and Mailer o f the Revels, Samuel Dafh, E fq ;

Colonel in fécond of the Artillery, and Lieute
nant General of the Ordnance, Major General
Bernard Hale.

Governor of Londonderry and Culmore forts, 
M ajor General John Hale.

Governor of Limerick, M ajor Gen. Clinton. 
Governor of Duncannon, Lord Robert Bertie. 
Cuftomer and Collector of the port of Dublin, 

The Earl o f Harrington.
Clerk of the Quit rents, Richard Vernon, E fq ; 
Clerk of the Ship entries, Edw. Sedgwick, E fq ; 

M any other employments, by patent, &c. might; 
be added, were it neceffary to enumerate them,

I think it, unneceffary, my Lord, to make any 
obfervations on thefe appointments. I am per- 
fuaded your Excellency will allow that no king
dom in Europe is under the fame predicament 
with Ireland, in this refpeft.

W e are to fuppofe, my Lord, that the prefent 
parliament will be foon diiTolved, and a new one 
called, and it feems to be the general opinion, 
that the exigencies o f government will induce 
large demands on this country, which, in the pre
fent flate o f an eftablifhment, already under a

B  4 very
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very heavy weight, cannot be fupplied but by an 
increafe o f the prefent, or a creation of new taxes.

This, my Lord, will be a critical trial o f your 
Excellency’s adminiftration. Your own humanity 
will certainly plead in favour o f this diftrefTed 
country, and your high fentiments o f juftice will 
be a iecurity to the people that no weight will be 
laid on them that can poifibly be avoided.

The œconomy of public affairs is in no fort 
diifimilar to that of men’s private concerns. T he 
public is no other than a larger family equally 
under the parental care of its head. The chil
dren are to be dutiful, the parent kind and in
dulgent ; one common intereft ihould be the ce
ment o f their affections. Parental authority is 
ftill o f a more extenfive nature, while it claims 
obedience, it gives protection to all fubordinate 
to it. T he good parent will be the beneficent 
friend, the indulgent landlord, the merciful cre
ditor; he will confider himfelf under an inde- 
feaiible obligation to every duty in which the 
good of fociety is comprehended. His juftice will 
be tempered by moderation, and his benevolence 
exemplified in cultivating the happinefs o f all 
who are in dépendance on him ; as a landlord, 
his tenants will cheerfully fulfil their engagements 
to him, becaufe he will never afk but that tp 
which they ought to agree. His humanity will 
prevent the laying any weight on them, and they 
can truft to his juftice that he will not raife his 
rents without being firft well aiTured that his lands 
can bear it. He will go farther, he will confider 
whether he may not be able, by proper œconomy, 
to avoid the neceffity o f doing it, to which end 
he will look into his affairs, and will take care 
that his expences do not exceed his revenue; he

will
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will lop off fuperfluities, he will reduce the 
number o f his fervants, and employ no more 
than are neceffary, and he will qualify his ideas 
o f generofity fo that they ihall not clafh with 
thofe o f juftice, or with his benevolent and 
favourite objed, that o f promoting the interefl: 
and happinefs o f his immediate dependants.

Your Excellency will confider how far this 
parallel is admiííible in public affairs. I f  the 
fame œconomy be obferved in the condud o f 
the latter, every good fubjed will be ready to 
contribute, and taxes will be chearfully paid, 
where their application tends to the general good. 
The eftablifhments civil and military are to be 
honourably fupported, and I truft, my Lord, that 
the people will be always ready to give with a 
liberal hand, when they fee that what they give 
is difpenfed with proper œconomy, and that, 
under the influence of that principal, fuch favings 
are made, as may be confiftent with the honour 
and the wifdom o f government, and the eafe and 
happinefs o f the people.

Since ever funds have become a part o f the 
finance of Ireland, I have confidered the kingdom 
to be rather finking. This country, my Lord, 
has not a conftitution for flocks or ftockjobbing; 
to fuch an opulent country as England, Funds, 
m all their variety, are very properly afforted, 
but Ireland is too poor to Fund. T h e Tontine 
lcheme, my Lord, is confidered by difpaflionate 
impartial people to have been in no fort adapted 
to the circumftances of Ireland, it allured people 
to mveft that money in it, which would other
wise have been employed in the fervice o f in- 
duitry, and this, in a country depending on com
merce muft have a fatal effed. This fcheme had

the
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the paflîons of men on its fide, the cool reafoner 
or accurate calculator could never approve of it, 
and wherever douceurs are given for money, it is 
a itrong evidence of the poverty and diftrefs o f 
that country. Exigencies of the ftate will cer
tainly vindicate many modes o f railing money, 
but the murmurs of the people will ever exift, 
where thofe exigencies cannot be reafonably ac
counted for. Great allowances, however, are to 
be made for your Excellency, who came into the 
government of a country groaning under a moil 
burthenfome weight, with an empty Treafury, 
Funds extenuated, and Credit low. This T on
tine fcheme promifed eafe and expedition in 
railing money, and this led your Excellency to 
adopt it as a prefent relief, otherwife I am fure 
it would have been irkfome to your Excellency’s 
humanity to have concurred in any meafure by 
which this poor country muft be immerfed in 
debts, from which I much fear no time will ever
fee it emerge.

As the kingdom gets into debt, its fate muft 
be like that of any private man, whofe revenue 
is abforbed by the intereft of the debts he owes. 
The intereft o f theie new fpecies of Funds runs 
high; if  the circumftances of the kingdom were 
lb good, at this day, as they had been 20 or 2§ 
years ago, money w^ould have been had at 4 per 
cent. wTe now pay 6 per cent, for as to the link
ing o f the principal, I confider it of very little 
value ; this debt may indeed be extinguiihed in 
60 or 70 years, but what is to become of the 
country all that time ? if it furvives, pofterity 
may indeed feel fome good eited, but the prefent 
age muft fuffer, iuft as a tenant for life who fells

annuities,
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annuities, the next heir may be benefited, but 
the prefent proprietor lives and dies diftreffed.

Where the intereft of the national debt runs 
high, the taxes muft rife in proportion. A  new 
Loan we find is the prefent objed, the natural 
confequence of which will be freih taxes. It 
feems to be the general apprehenfion that when 
the taxes are ftrained to their utmoft extent, (a 
iituation to which my Lord, I think we are very 
near) a proportion may follow of commuting 
them for a Land Tax. There is certainly fome- 
thing very fpecious in any plan which has for its 
objed the aboliihing of taxes ; its effed is fo im
mediately fenfible, that it pleafes the people, and 
thofe who have not land will be apt to think they 
cannot be involved in the pernicious confe- 
quences of a Land T ax, but thofe o f that opi
nion muft be very ihort fighted. A  Land T ax  will 
involve every individual, for from the land the 
emoluments and comforts o f every individual 
ultimately aril'e. The Lord, the Commoner, the 
Merchant, the Tradefman, the Artifan, nay the 
common Labourer, all draw their fupport from it.

Taxes on Luxury do not reach every man, 
taxes on land do. But I cannot fuppofe that this 
has ever been in your Excellency’s contemplation, 
becaufe you are too juft and too humane to give 
your fandion to a meafure, o f which the confe
r e n c e s  would be fo fatal, fo ruinous to the 
kingdom.

It is urged that England pays a Land T ax  ; 
™hy not then Ireland? Thofe who give this in 
argument, may, with as good reafon infift, that 
becaufe a man in health and vigour can carry 
an heavy weight, a child can, and ought to do 
the lame. G ive Ireland the free enjoyment of

the
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the advantages which nature has given to i t ;  
open its ports and harbours ; permit it to vend 
its manufactures ; let it create, by labour and 
induftry, riches to pay taxes, and then tax it, as 
in reafon you may think proper ; but if  we are 
not permitted to make the moil o f our land, 
Would it be equitable to tax that land.

I know my Lord, that many gentlemen of
Ireland affed to fpeak of the kingdom as being
in a flourishing way ; I ihould not be furprized
indeed to find gentlemen of England, who vifit
this country, o f that opinion, becaufe they fee
no part o f the diftrefs o f the country * they pafs
their time in a round of convivial feftivity ; tables
well covered, wine copiouily difpenfed, in a
word! Iriih hofpitality in all its plenitude. T o
them, indeed, Ireland may appear to be in a ftate
o f opulence, but that our own countrymen ihall
flatter themfelves with this opinion is furprizing.
T h e capital, to which, unhappily for the kingdom,
all our landed men now refort, may dazzle the
eye, but let the interior parts of the kingdom be
attended to, and then the fcenes of real diitrefs
ánd mifery will foon remove the delufion. The
proprietors o f lands in fome parts o f Ireland
certainly find themfelves lefs affeded at prefent
than thofe of other parts ; in the weilern and
fouthern provinces, for inftance, the produce of
the lands finds a more certain and quick fale,
becaufe that produce is what men will and muft
produce ; it is their food ; the bullock and the
íheep will fell at all times, though manufactures
droop. W hatever comes off the lands in thofe
parts of the kingdom turns into immediate money,
o f which the afHuence is the greater, as, from the
inhabitants being lefs numerous, the lefs the

produd
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produCt is confumed. In countries o f tillage or 
manufactures, the cafe is different ; there that 
populoufnefs, which is the invariable confequence 
o f induftry and labour, abforbs a great part o f 
the produce of the land, and it is from the in
duftry and labour o f the tenant the landlord 
receives his rent ; if  the fruits o f that induftry 
are not demanded, or the manufacture ihould be 
rivaled by a foreign competitor, which is, and 
has been too much the cafe o f the Linen Manu
facture o f Ireland, what muft be the confe
quence ? The Grazier or Dairy M an in Munfter 
and Connaught, having few people to feed, and 
confequently more of the produce of his land to 
difpofe of, will not fo foon feel this diftrefs ; but 
he deceives himfelf if he thinks the evils which 
follow the decline of Manufactures, and the 
decay o f Trade, in any part o f the kingdom, 
however remote from him, will not reach him.

T o  come to a knowledge o f the true ftate and 
condition of Ireland, all partial diftinCtions muft 
be avoided; it will not be fufficient that the 
weftern exports are confiderable, nor will it be 
o f any weight, with thofe particularly who are 
converfant in trade, that the returns o f fome 
certain products are made in fpecie. This I  
know has been made ufe o f as a fpecious argu
ment, though an argument certainly of little force. 
In inveftigating the circumftances o f Ireland, the 
whole o f its Trade is to be the objeCt; the 
balances of Trade for and againft us with all 
Nations whatfoever with whom we have any 
connection, are to be ilated as a merchant does 
in his commercial concerns, on the fettlement 
o f his books, by way of debtor and creditor, and. 
whatever the balance is, it muft be paid in fpecie,

either
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cither by us or to us. There is no fuch thing as 
creating an artificial influx o f money, for money 
is only the fervant of Commerce, having fuc- 
ceeded to Barter, the original mode o f Trade, 
and which, however great its convenience, has 
been rendered flill more fo by the introduction 
o f a paper credit, to which a general confidence 
founded in the good faith and fupported by the 
integrity and honour of that ufeful member o f 
fociety the Merchant, has given a circulation* 
This paper currency receives it name from its 
office, being called Bills o f Exchange ; the E x 
porter draws * the Importer is drawn upon ; the 
Exporter brings wealth into the country ; the 
Importer fends wealth out of it ; thus whatever 
the Exports are fuperior in value to the Imports, 
is an acceffion to the national wealth, and hence 
the good policy of encouraging the Exports is 
evident, while on the fame principal the Imports 
ihould be checked as far as the neceffities o f the 
people may permit and prudence authorife, which 
can only be by laying on high duties. Luxuries 
ought to be taxed quite differently from thefe 
articles which we cannot want. All foreign 
Manufadtures can never be too highly rated, 
whilft the fame articles in their natural rude 
Hate ihould be treated with moderation. What 
reafon can be given why the Iriih are to drink 
French wine on more reafonable terms than the 
Engliih, or why rum, brandy, and other fpirits 
are cheaper in Ireland than in England ? the 
effed to be fure is from the difference o f the 
duty in one kingdom and the other, but I never 
could hear any good reafon given for this differ
ence, for I cannot hold it to be a good one that



it would encourage Smuggling, as that argument 
may as well plead for a total abolition of the duty.

It is pleaded, my Lord, by thofe who want to 
have Ireland coniidered as a rich and a thriving 
country, (not fo much however, as I conceive, 
from any prediledion for the kingdom, as from 
their wiihes for its being able to bear the pref- 
fures o f their wanton emoluments) that the 
lownefs of exchange is a proof beyond all con- 
tradidion, o f the flouriihing ftate o f Ireland ; I  
contend, my Lord, however problematical it may 
appear, that it is rather an evidence of its poverty 
and diftrefs ; the public and the private Bor
rowers are fupplied from England, it is by this 
the lownefs o f exchange is to be accounted for, 
and not by the vigour of our Manufactures or 
the fuperiority o f our Exports over our Imports ; 
we are not to truft to this healthful appearance ; 
it is no more than the bloom of an hedic confti
tution at the eve o f its diffolution.

Ireland, my Lord, is now involved in a very 
confiderable debt j I call it confiderable, becaufe 
it is to be judged of in a comparative light ; the 
millions which England owes is an argument 
which in no fort reaches Ireland ; the refources 
in one are great  ̂ in the other I fear they are not 
to be found ; indeed it has been matter o f won
der that Ireland has been able fo long to bear the 
weight, which is every day accumulating, but 
public and private property have a clofe analogy, 
and we find that in the latter cafe, when ever 
the proprietor begins to mortgage, if  he does not 
fall upon fome fcheme of œconomy, not only to 
enable him to difcharge the intereft, but to reduce 
the principal debt, he is deemed to be, fooner

or
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or later, a ruined man, and repeated mortgages 
will eat up the fee fimple of his eftate.

I f  then in the private concerns of individuals 
it is wife and prudent to know clearly their f i l ia 
tions, fo as to keep them under the falutary 
protection of ceconomy, how much more requi- 
fite will that attention be to national concerns, 
in which every man is more or lefs involved. 
T o  this end, it feems abfolutely neceffary to 
know the whole ftate o f this kingdom. T he 
value of its Imports and Exports, brought within 
as near a computation as probability will admit of; 
the grofs amount of the Revenue of Ireland * the 
charges of management ; the whole charge of the 
Eftabliihment, civil and military ; upon an accu
rate and impartial inveftigation of thefe things, 
the real ftate o f the kingdom would be known, 
and its ability to bear the prefent, or even addi
tional taxes, i f  it ihould appear that the exigen
cies o f the kingdom required them, and that they 
ihould be found to contribute to its honour and
emolument.

On the other hand, ihould it appear, upon a 
calm, impartial, difinterefted, honeil review of 
the ftate of this kingdom, that it is already under 
a weight more than equal to its ftrength, the 
calm, important, difintereiled, honeft man will 
never be the advocate for adding to the weight ; 
nay, the feniible man, without any attachment, 
and indifferent even to the fate of the country, 
would never concur in any meafure, futile and 
nugatory, for fuch would be any tax, where no 
means exifted of paying fuch tax.

T o  revive the declining conftitution of this 
country, your Excellency’s judgment and huma
nity will lead you to apply fuch remedies as tend
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Trade, the Importer here would, of neceffity, 
be obliged to drain this kingdom of its current 
fpecie, in fo much that we might, at laft, find 
ourfelves unable to pay the Eílabliíhment. I 
w ill not fay, my Lord, that the Linen Manu
facture pays the whole j the export of beef, 
butter, tallow, and hides, have certainly a con
fiderable ihare ; but where there is fo very little 
o f the labour of the people blended with thofe 
articles of export, it will not admit of any com- 
parifon in point o f national advantage, with the 
Linen Trade ; to place this matter in a clear 
light, the extent o f ground producing the export, 
the value ariiing irom fuch export, and the 
number o f people employed in preparing it, are 
very important objeóts of coniideration.

W e want, my Lord, a Yeomanry in Ireland, 
but, alas ! there is very little profped o f fuch an 
eflabliihment ever taking place ; the landlords in 
Ireland raife their rents as high as they can bear, 
fo that a greater part o f the tenants are poor and 
miferable ; we fee few o f thofe fubftantial far
mers, who are fo numerous in England, this is 
a kind of happy Being with which Ireland is un
acquainted ; we have indeed great land-holders, 
who hold large tracks o f ground, uninhabited,, 
in a great meafure, by human beings, but 
covered with black cattle, or íheep, with^ a mife
rable herd or two to attend them. This furely 
is not the yeoman who employs numbers, and 
has the pleafure o f feeing them thriving by their 
labour, and living happily under him. The I 
proprietors pf lands in Ireland will not let fuch a 
man live on their eftates, they will have all the 
profit o f their land, except what barely maintains 
a wretched family, wTho hardly know the comfort
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o f  tailing fleih meat once in a w eek. I f  this be 
a true pidure o f Ireland, and I apprehend that 
in the general, there is no exaggeration, what 
muft be the end, ihould it not pleafe providence 
to interpofe in favour o f the people ? T h e  lower 
clafs o f people in Ireland, are, for the greater 
part poor, many o f them wretchedly fo ; but this 
is not all j for were the circumftances o f  the 
greater number o f the Iriih o f landed property 
open to view , it is apprehended their eftates 
would be found to be, more or lefs, loaded w ith 
debts.

From  all thofe reafons it is humbly appre-r 
hended, that a country circumftanced as Ireland, 
is a moft improper ob jed  o f a land tax, it would 
be not alone fatal to the proprietor, but ruinous 
to the tenant, it would render provifions dear, 
which are already fo much fo, as hardly to be 
had by the moft confiant and painful induftry, it 
would raife the price o f  labour which would o f 
courfe a ffed  our m anufadures, and confequently 
ruin our export trade ; the affluent would feel 
it ; the poor would be undone.

Ireland is in no condition to bear any addi
tional weight, but under the burthen o f a land 
tax it would inevitably fink, and the meafure, 
o f  courfe, would be ineffedual, for where would 
be the refources ? I have already obferved how 
unreafonable the pretence is, that as there is a 
land tax in England, w hy not the like in Ireland ? 
I f  the circumftances o f the tw o kingdoms were, 
in the leaft, fimilar, there might be fome reafons 
for it ; B ut has Ireland a free, open, extenfive, 
flouriihing trade ? Has it any territories in A fia  
from whence mighty treafures flow  into it ? Has 
it a T u rk e y  or any other commercial company ?

Has



Has it a national bank ? Is it permitted to coin 
even copper money ? Can it raife any funds by 
lottery, by which we fee an advantage of 25 
per cent, to the national funds ? Can Ireland 
export a yard of its Woollen Manufactures ? 
Can it import diredly a fingle hogihead of 
tobacco, muft not the duty and freight be firil 
paid for in Great-Britain. It is painful indeed to 
enumerate all the preifures under which this 
poor country has fo long laboured ; that a great 
part of its diftrefs might be removed, and the 
eftabliihment feniibly lightened, can not, I con- 
ceive, be difputed, but whether this happy aera 
is near, or will ever happen, is an event which 
we are to look for from the paternal love and 
affedion of the Father of a loyal people, whofe 
great objed is the happinefs o f His fubjedsj 
from your Excellency’s great juftice and huma*- 
nity, which will ever guide your reprefentation 
o f their iituation and circumftances ; from the 
ileady virtue of the legiflative body here, and 
from the equity and good policy of that auguft 
Aifembly in England.

As the prefent parliament is drawing near to 
its diífolution, let me, before their exiftence 
determines, humbly reprefent to your Excellency 
what are the wiihes of the people : T hey wiih, 
my Lord, that an a d  may pafs in this prefent 
feiiion to qualify the mode of future eledions, fo 
as to fecure them from any coertion or undue 
influence upon eledors, and which the people 
conceive can never be effeded but by ballot ; 
whether this may be treated as an airy idea, or 
whether it ihall be eileemed as a meafure ftridly 
confonant to juitice, will depend upon the prin
ciples by which it ihall be tried. It is the

opinion
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opinion o f the difpaifionate and difinterefted, 
that it would be the greateft fecurity o f a vir
tuous reprefentation, and a virtuous reprefenta- 
tion w ill be ever confidered as the great ftrength 
and fecurity o f the conftitution. T h e  virtuous 
member chofen upon conftitutional principles 
will never oppofe any meafures which have the 
good o f that conftitution for their objeft, and* 
were the fame mode to be obferved in the dif- 
pofal o f matters deliberated and difcuifed in Par
liament, the influence o f  popularity, or perhaps 
the diflike to a minifter, would never m ilitate 
againft the meafures o f  government ; the honour 
o f  the Crown, the fupport o f the eftabliihment, 
and the happinefs o f  the people would be blinded 
together, and become indilfolubly connected, 
and the diftindion o f Courtier and Patriot would 
be abforbed in the fteady plan o f reditude.

I  hope I  have not obtruded on your E xce l
lency’s time, but as any meafures for the intereft 
o f  the country over which you prefide muft be 
acceptable to you, fo I  am perfuaded I need not 
apologize for the liberty I have taken, convinced 
that however unequal the advocate, he w ill ftill 
be favourably received, while he is, as I  have 
always been, and ever ihall be,

A FRIEND to IRELAND.

F I N I S ,
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