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PREF A CE.

FROM a fincere Attachment to [re-
land, and a partial Regard towards her
Inhabitauts, the Author of the following
Sheets is induced to offer a few curfory
Confiderations with Refpe& to her pre-
{ent Situation, and to endeavour to affign
the Caufes which haye occafioned her
late, and prefent Diftrefs.—He will like-
wife prefume to make fome Obfervations
refpe@ting her Commerce, and the Ad-
vantages which fhe would derive from a
farther Extention.and Encouragement of
Agriculture, and from the Exportation of
Grain.—Happy fhall he be, if it thould
excite fome more able Advocate to expa-
tiate upon a Subje&t of fuch Importance,
whofe Power and Abilities may effeCtually
produce unto her thofe Benefits, which
may be adequate to his moft fanguine

wifhes.
B 2 It
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IT is not improbable but many refpeci-
able Individuals may differ with him in
Opinion, with Regard to the Situation of
her lower Order of People; but they will
pardon his giving a Piflure of what he
has been an Eye-Witnefs to :—allowing
the Diftrefs to be local, or confined to
particular Provinces, yet there is no Part
of the Community which fhould groan
under infupportable Mifery, who are not
entitled to Redrefs; and as there are
none of that Clafs equal to remonfirat-
ing, or reprefenting their own Grievances,
Humanity alone has induced him to ur;Q
dertake the Tafk for them.

STATE
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OF THE

POOR PEASANT.

IF we fee the Poor of a Country cruel,
tumultuous, and diffatisfied; and fuch
Country depopulating by conftant Emi-
grations, produced from Mifery and De-
fpair ; it behoveth us, in Compaflion to
our Fellow-Creature, to invefligate and
make known the real Caufe,

IT is becaufe the luxurious Landlord,
or his Subflitute, the Land Huckiter, has
let his Land at too high a Price, and
draws from. the Hand of the poor Pea-
fant, the Means which are requifite to
reproduce Riches; and that his Fund,
exhaufled. in its Source, cannot return
to the Bowels of the Earth, in Order

to
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to render an adequate, and competent R:-
turn. It is becaufe the miferable Wretch-
ednefs of the poor Peafant will not admit
of his exercifing his Functions His
Poverty produceth his Indolence, for he
has not the Means which would enable,
or excite him, to become indufirious.

Cast your Eye on this Country,
and you will behold the Peafant ob-
liged to ftifle his Induftry——he trembles
at the Idea of ameliorating or improv-
ing his Land, for his Riches (as in
Barbary) would become his Crime
as he is only Tenant on Courtefy, the
Inftant he could afford a Morfel of Bread
to his miferable Family, his Land would
be raifed upon him, and he would be
reduced to his hereditary Beggary ; where
the merciles Hand of the unfeeling
Tythe- Jobber, or the ravenous Paw of
the Hearth-Money Colle&or, would with-
out Remorfe, firip him of the only
Trifles which Indigence leaves to Necef-

fity—==—cven his Bed of Straw from
under




£ r )

under his poor Wife, at the Time {he
was in Agony, and bringing a Citizen
into the World ; or the Pot from hig
Fire, which was preparing Food for his
ftarving Babes——Are then the Inhabi-
tants of the Country to be confidered as
Enemies of the State? Forbid it Hea-
ven ! We fhould be forry there could
be found any human Being of fo cruel,
and contralled a Way of thinking, as
to affert it to be found Policy, that the
Peafant thould be miferable, and depriv-
ed of the common Neceflaries of Life ;
and that Difcouragement and Defpair
excited the human Race more to Induftry,
than Eafe, Comfort, and Liberty.

Is it not irreconcileable to common
Senle, that the very Individuals who are
the Caufe of his Mifery and Poverty, are
fo devoid of Humanity as to reprefent
him deftitute of Gratitude, lawlefs, and
vindiltive, when they themfelves are the
fole Caufe of his appearing fo ?

THE
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Tue human Mind doth not become
polithed by Inftint—— by Example and
Tuition, it may be extended and mould-
ed to Perfection.

To pay fome Attention to the Morals
and Manners of thofe poor people, would
be the Means of foothing and foftening
their unbridled Paffions, and far more
Praife-worthy than loading them with
fevere and illiberal Inve&ives, as an Apo-
logy for unfeeling Inhumanity.

If a certain Order of People would
pay an equal Attention unto them, to that
which they religioufly thew towards their
Horfes or their Hounds, thofe unhappy
Wretches (who are fearcely confidered as
being ~of the human Race) would in
Gratitude give them their Bleflings, in-
ftead of their conftant Execrations,—The
before-mentioned Animals are pampered
with clean Straw, and wholefome Oats
and Oatmeal ; and provided any Accident

befals them,- or they have any Difeafe,
' the



£ T91)

the Farrier or the Hunt{man adminifters
the Medicines neceflary for their Prefer-
vation, or Recovery Bluth ye, who
call yourfelves Men, and are in Afflu-
ence, that Humanity doth not excite ye,
to beftow an equal Charity and Benevo-
lence towards your Fellow-Creatures——
If this Kingdom fhould ever have the
Misfortune to be invaded by a foreign
Power, the Effe&s will be dreadful ; for
we are. afraid Thoufands, and Tens of
Thoufands, would join any Enemy who
fhould land on your Coaft—not from a
Spirit of Difaffe@ion to Government, but
in Hopes of ameliorating their Situation.
The Miferable are partial to no Sove-
reign, but would enlift under any Banner,

where there was a Chance, or Poflibility,
of- attaining Comfort and Eafe.

Arr Authors on Politicks agree, that
a People who are poor and indigent, and
have nothing to rifque, and who can lofe
nothing, but may gain by Troubles, are
the moft inclined to Revolts and Rebel-

C lions,
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lions, and are lefs eafy to govern than
thofe under comfortable Circumitances.

Kines, Princes, and Minifters, know
ye, that Agriculture is the Bafis of your
Power ; it is that, which creates and
fupports Fleets ————1It is the fown Fields,
like thofe of Cadmus, that give Birth to
Armies, and lead to Viftery. The great
Sully, in Order to make France flourifh,
looked only for Labourers- and Shep-
herds. He encouraged thofe ufeful
Men, and propofed Premiums for fuch
as improved uncultivated Lands. He
fent to foreign Countries, to fearch for
People to fertilize the Earth It was
his voice which called to France a great
Part of the Eight Hundred Thoufand
Moors, which Superftition drove from
Spain——By a wife Regulation, he even
protected the Peafant againft the Op-
preflion of the Soldier—— Soldiers and
« Labourers, (faid he) from whence arife
¢« your Divifions——Should thofe who

« defend the Country, arm againit thofe
« who
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*“ who nourifth it ? ‘The Steel which is in
““ your Hand, whether it overthrows the
‘¢ Batallions of your Enemies, or plows
‘ and fertilizes the Earth, merits equally
“ the Homage of the Citizen.”

ONE of his Maxims was, that Labour
and Pafturage were the two Paps of a
State Such was the Bafis and Prin-
ciple of his Operations——He formed a
great Number of ufeful Regulations to
encourage Agriculture; but all had in
View to procure Comfort and Eafe to
the poor Cultivator What Honour
would it refle&t on an Age fo enlighten-
ed as the prefent, if fome Plan was de-
vifed, which would afford Relief to fo
numerous a Clafs of People, and who

are of fuch effential Utility to the
State.

ANCIENT Greece deified their firft cul-
tivators——It were much to be wifhed,
that amongft us, they were nearly treated
as Men What ' fthould any Part

C 2 of
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of the human Race be ufeful, and de-
ftined to Mifery It 1s the Great,
who fhould fet the Example of Humanity
towards them in every Kingdom ; for
their Virtues, as well as their Vices,
operate on the Minds of Inferiors——

It is well known, that the. Labourer
could fubfift without the rich Man, but

the rich Man could not fubfift without
the Labourer,

NoTwiTHsT ANDING our vaunted Pride,
and boafted Perfecion in Knowledge in
Europe, we ate far behind the Chinefe in
fome particular Parts of the Science of
Government In China, it is well
known that.the Emperor, in Order to fet
an Example, and to imprefs a proper
Refpect amongft the Citizens for Labour,
every Year, at a f{olemn Feftival, holds
the Plough in Prefence of his People,

In no Part, Agriculture is fo much
honoured There are even Places of
Mandarins referved for fome of the Pea-

fants
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{ants who are moft famous in that Art,
———In all Countries Men are the {fame.
Their being better or worfe, depends
upon their Superiors ¥ ; but before a
Peafant can have a juft Senfe of Honor,
he muft enjoy the Comforts of Eafe.

AN Heart lingering with conftant Po-
verty, can have no Sentiment f{uperior

to Mifery.

Ir then the Peafantry of this Coun-
try are what they are reprefented by their
Superiors, unto whom fhall we attribute
the real Caufe of their being fo?

In fhort, until Means are devifed
which fhall contribute towards mak-
ing the lower Order of People happier,
and more comfortable than they are at
prefent, it will be impoflible that this

Kingdom

* Mankind are juft as we would have them to
be; itis the Mode of Government which gives them
2 good, or evil Propenfity., Assr’ RaynNaL.
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Kngdom fhould arrive at any Degree
of Opulence or Happinefs.

AGRICULTURF,

AND THE

Exportation of Grain.

TH E Liberty of exporting every kind -
of Grain, is of fuch eflential Benefit to

a Country, that it is almoft unneceffa-
ty to make Ufe of any Arguments to
demontftrate its Utility——Every one
muft allow that the fupplying of foreign
Markets with any Commodities which
are the Produce of your own Lands,
brings Riches to a State—Independent
of which, it caufes Corn in particalar
to preferve a certain Price, which ena-
bles the Farmer to pay his Rent,—it
excites Labour,—it encourages Agricul-
tare, and confequently encreafes Popu-

lation.
WE
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WEe with to fee this Kingdom arrive
at fuch a State, that even larger Boun-
ties may be given for the Exportation of
Grain *, under fuch proper Reftritions,
which may guard againft the Inconveni-
encies attending a Year of Scarcity
If we want Examples of the Benefits
which arife to a Nation from fuch a

Meafure, many may be found, and none
more ftriking than that of France——
When the great Sully became Minifter
of that Kingdom, Agriculture had great-
ly declined, from the Civil Wars and
Commotions ; but in a few Years, by
his fteady Support and Attention to that
inexhauftible Mine, the became the Gra-
nary of Europe——She enjoyed that
Advantage, during the Reigns of Henry
the Fourth, Louis the Thirteenth, and
Part of the Reign of Louis the Four-
teenth, when the Abundance and high

: Price

* See the Bounties given by England in the
Addenda.
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Price of Corn fupported the Riches of
that Nation ; for the Price in thofe
~ Times was often as high as 25 Livres
and upwards per Setier of twelve Bufhels,
which brought annually a Sum into that
Kingdom of near 1200 Millions of
Livres.

TuAaT Source of Riches in later Days
hath greatly decreafed ;—but fince the
Ceffion of Canada to Great Britain, the
French are again adopting Sully’s Plan.

In the Year 1661, Colbert, who favour-
ed Manufa&ures, prohibited the Exporta-
tion of Grain, in Order that the Subfift-
ence of Manufadturers fhould be at fo
low a Rate, that the Fabricks of France,
by the moderate Price of Labour and
Provifions, fhould be afforded cheaper
than thofe of other Countries.

IT was not long before the dreadful

Effe@s of that Proje@t were felt. The
' Price

-
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Price of Corn fell above Fifty per Cent.
This naturally diminifthed Agricul-
ture; torin bad Ground, the Produce of
the Lands was not equal to the Expence
of the Culture; and they confequently
became untilled, and in 2 Manner aban-
doned By Degrees the Country was
negle€ted and forfaken, ‘and France,
which in the happy Aira before-mention-
ed, annually produced 70 Millions of
Setiers of Corn, of late Years fcarcely
produced Forty. England, before the
Liberty of Exportation of Corn, was of-
ten obliged to purchafe that Article from
Foreigners, becaufe the Produce of the
Kingdom was not fufficient for the Sup-
port of her 'Inhabitants—She adopted
Sully’s Plan, nearly at the Period that it
was renounced in France ; and in a thort
Time, Agriculture made fo rapid a Pro-
grels, that one good Harveft will enable
her to provide for her own Neceflities,

and to fupply moft of the Countries of
Europe.

D In
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In 1689, fhe began to give Bounties
upon the Exportation of Corn~—This i1s
poffibly one of the principal Epochs of
her Grandeur——It has been proved *
that the Produce from the Exportation
of Corn, has amounted in four Years to
near Seven Millions fletling: The fole
reafonable Objection which can be made
to this Syftem, is the Apprehenfion of a
Famine, in Years of Scarcity ; but it is
found by Experience, that fuch Scarcity
is infinitely more rare in thofe Countries
where the Liberty of Exportation fup-
ports Agriculture—We fhall give an
Inftance, as Proof of that Affertion,

-

In France, in 1709, (a Year of Scar-
city) the Setier of Corn fold for 100

Livres—In England it fold at the fame
Time at about the Value of 43 Livres—
that is to fay, at about double the ordi-
nary Price in England, of thofe Times.

In

% Vide Addenda, for the Produce and Effeéts of
that Bounty.
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In the Famine of 1693 and 1694,
the Price of Corn in France, was double
the Price of what it was in England,
although the Exportation of it had been
allowed only four or five Years—Thefe
are Fadls which are unanf{werable-——they
are neither fuppofed nor exaggerated-—
Let Ireland profit by the Example.
There may be Prejudices, which are
ufeful to a State; but there are others
which may prove its Ruin, from mnot
knowing their Utility, and beneficial
Tendency.

WE at prefent give a Bounty for bring-
ing Corn to the Capital—Poflibly there
never was a more advantageous, or judi-
cious Plan devifed for the Kingdom. It
1s well known what wonderful Effect it
has had with Refpe& to Agriculture, by
the immenfe Encreafe of the Sum paid
for that Bounty *; but when it produc-
eth a Redundancy beyond what is ne-
" D2 ceffary

¥ Vide Addenda, with Refpe& to that Bounty.
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ceffary for your own Confumption, and
no Exportation of that Article takes
Place, we fhould begin to be alarmed;
for like a River which overflows its na-
tural Banks by fudden Floods, and car-
ries Devaflation with it to every Quarter
where there is no Poffibility of its fub-
fiding, or throwing off its fuperfluous
Inundation ; in like Manner, {fuch Re-
dundancy of Corn muft naturally reduce
the Price to fo low a Standard, that the
Labourer muft lofe his Labour, the Far-
mer muft lofe his T'ime and Seed, and the
Landlord, confequently, muft lofe his
Rent ; for if what is originally advanced
on the Cultivation of Land, cannot be
reimburfed by the Produce and Profit,
this melancholy Refult muft naturally
enfue. It is therefore worthy of the
ferious Attention of the Legiflature, to
giveevery Encouragement to that Branch,
as it will keep up the Price of Grain,
excite Cultivation, and produce every
beneficial Confequence to the State ; for

every Barrel of Corn which you export
| to
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to a foreign Country, is caufing that

Conntry to pay a certain Tribute unto
your own.

IT may be depended upon, if ever
this Kingdom fthould be fo infatuated to
Manufaftures, as to caufe a Neglet and
Decline of Agriculture, it will be pro-
dutive, fooner or later, of the moft
dreadful Effedts; partcularly, if from
any unforefeen Caufe, there fhould be a
Year of Scarcity——The more a Perfon
will give himfelf Time to refle&, the
more convincing Proofs will occur to
him, that Agriculture is the moft folid,
and moft {ubflantial Support of a State
——1It in a particular Degree contributes
to Health, whilft many Manufa&ures
are prejudicial to the Conftitution ; it is
confequently - obvious, how beneficial it
muft be to Population, from which Source
all Nations derive their Strength and
Opulence.

INpDEED We need look no farther for
Evidence
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Evidence of the fuperior Advantage which
Agriculture produceth toa Kingdom, to
that of Manufactures, than the piteous
and lamentable Situation of  thofe poor
People, whom we meet with every Hour
in the Capital, foliciting the Charity and
Benevolence of the Humane—Had thofe
unhappy Men been employed in the Culti-
vation of Lands, they would not have been
reduced to the humiliating and deplora-
ble State of begging from Door to Door,
to obtain Food for themfelves and their
ftarving Families.

InsTEAD of being ufeful Members to
Soceiety, they are now become an invo-
luntary Burthen to the Kingdom—Com-
paffion calls upon us to pity and relieve
them ; more fo, as their Poverty has not
arifen from any criminal Caufe, but from
the unhappy and melancholy Diftrefs of
the Times. |

MANU-



MANUFACTURES.

BY what has been urged upon this Sub-
je&, itis by no Means meant that Ma-
nufallures fthould not be encouraged to
a certain Degree——but Care thould be
taken that it is not at the Expence, nor
by the Diminution of Agriculture.

EncrLaNp might grant you Indulgen-
cies, which in no Shape militate againft
the Intereft of her own Kingdom, by giv-
ing you Branches of Manufactures which
fhe has loft, from  being underfold at
foreign Markets by other Powers, parti-
cularly coarfe Woollen Cloths, for the
Turkey Trade, which Branch France has
ftolen from her——We are of a firm
Opinion, that it is her Intereft to do it,
in Order to enable you chearfully to con-
tribute your Mite towards her general
Expenditure——She has had repeated

| Inftan-

-
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Inftances of the Loyalty and Liberality of
Ireland, and thould give a parental Tefti-
mony and Acknowledgement that fhe is
fenfible of 1it, by granting every En-
couragement fhe poflibly can, to that
Kingdom, which doth not affe&, nor is
materially detrimental to her own.

Ir Ireland thould become opulent,
England will reap the principal Advan-
tage from it,—She would only be a Sort
of Refervoir to relieve the Neceflities of
the latter, as her Specie would chiefly
center 1n Eng]and,——for we believe we
may venture to affert, that where there
is one Englithman of Fortune who ex=
pends his Property in Ireland, there are
fome hundreds of Irith Gentlemen who
expend their Eftates in England.

It is a narrow, and miftaken Policy, to
deprive Ireland of the Power of under-
felling her common Enemy, in Branches
of Commerce, which fhe has a&ually

ftolen from England —
LET
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LeT the Expedient be tried, and the
Advantages will {foon -appear confpicuous
if any evil Tendency or bad Effecls
fhould arife from it, they are eafily cor-
re€led : But let not the thort-fighted Pre-
judices of pedling Corporations fruftrate
the Benefits which would derive to the
Britith Empire in general——more might
be faid on this Subje&, but we would
with to preferve a Moderation which
fhould rather footh, than excite Animofi-
ties betwixt People, whofe Interefls ought
to be mutual-——whofe Profperity or De-
clenfion ought to be conjoint; and who
ought to feel a cordial Sympathy from
the Confequences and Effe&s which arife
from each others Operations.

Bur the Idea of eftablithing Manu-
faures in the Capital of a Kingdom is
abfurd in the higheft Degree—Manufac-
tures flourith from their Perfe@ion and
Cheapnefs, which naturally produce the
Demand for them—it is therefore obvi-

E ous
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ous, they ought to be eftablithed in that
Part of a State where Provifions, and
every Article for the Support of the Ma-
nufaQurer, is to be had at the loweft
Rate; and where he is leaft likely to
cultivate an Habit of Diffipation.

Tuose poor People, who are now
ftarving in the Streets of Dublin, might
i1l be of infinite Benefit to the King-
dom, if the Men of Fortuue of the South
of Ireland, would each fend a certain
Proportion of them to their refpective
Towns and Eftates, and {upport and en-
courage them, until they had firmly efta-
blithed their different Fabricks; more
particularly any Branch of Woollen Ma-
nufa&ure, as it appertains to, and 1s
connected with, your Soil——This Plan
would be humane, and in Time would
Produce a lafting Advantage to their
refpetive Eftates, and to the Kingdom
in general,

TRADE



TRADE and COMMERCE.

Wkt every Day hear People complain of
the miftaken Policy of the Mother Coun-
try, in not granting an Extention of
Trade and Commerce to this Kingdom.
Let us confider, whether it would pro-
duce that real Benefit to the Nation, un-
der her prefent Circumftances, which Peo-
ple in general imagine,

You have fufficient Sources for Opu-
lence within your Power, if you will but
avail yourfelves of your advantageous
Situation. Agriculture, and the Expor-
tation of the Produce of your Lands,
with the Fifheries on your Coaft, if pur-
fued with Energy, would, alone, caufe
you to be one of the moft flourifhing
Kingdoms on Earth.

E 2 Pos-
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PossiBLy it may be a miftaken Opini-
on, that this Kingdom would derive the
Advantages fuggefted from a Laberty to
extend ~ her Commerce —It wants
Wealth, which is the Soul of commercial
Nations ; and unlefs you could bring to
her Sea Ports fome hundreds of Mer-
chants of great Opulence from other
Countries, we apprehend your King-
dom would derive little Benefit, even
from an open Trade Can it be ex-
peced that England, in her prefent State,
would give you fuch Indulgencies as
would caufe a Migration of her rich com-
mercial Subjes

WE believe it is obvious to every In-
dividual, that the trifling Indulgencies
given unto you by the Britifh Legiflature
the laft Seflion of Parliament, have not
operated fo as to produce the leaft bene-
ficial Effe@ts. The Reafon is plain—
The Paffion for Trade is not fo prevalent
here as it is in England or Holland ; nor

is
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is Trade regarded fo honourable - or re-
fpeCable as in thofe Countries, where
Individuals continue in Bufinefs after
being poflefled of immenfe Fortunes——
People in Ireland, after having acquired
a few Thoufands by any particular
Branch of Trade, retire from it, as

thinking it a Sort of Refleé&ion upon
them, or a Difgrace to them.——

THuis arifes from a miftaken Pride,
which will ever be prejudicial to a Na-
tion fo adapted for Commerce as Ireland
is. In England there are many Sons of
the noble Families in Trade, who are

highly refpe@ed, and are by no Means
held in lefs Eftimation than if they lived

as Idlers in the State ; but we are appre-
henfive it will require more Rhetoric than
we are pofiefled of, to induce the young
Nobility of fome other Countries, which
might be named, to adopt fo laudable a
Purfuit. It will naturally be afked—Why
have not the commercial People of this
Kingdom profitted of the late and prefent

low
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low Price of Corn, by purchafing it for
Exportation ; for it certainly would have
turned to a very beneficial Account, if
even fent to America, to fupply our
Armies, &c. The Reafon is evident,—
The Spirit for Commerce is fo languid,
and the Wealth of this Nation fo con-
tracted, that the trading Branch are not
fired with that Ardency and enterprizing
Paffion for Speculation, which is the
Life of great commercial Nations—from
Poverty and the Subjection, which the
lower Order of People are under to the
higher ; this Country favors more of an
ariftocratical Government, than that of
a free Nation,——Whilft this great Dif-
tinction, and want of due and regular
Gradation fubfifis; it will ever be a
cramp, both to Genius and Emulation.—
Happy would it be, were there a middle
Order of People, or Yeomanry, amongft
ye The Peafantry would then, to a
certain Degree, have an Intercourfe with
thofe, who although they might not po-

lith their Minds, yet they would foften
and
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and mould them, {o as to become a dif-
ferent Kind of Being to what they are
in their prefent State of Ignorance and
Dependence In fome remote Parts,

the People are nearly in a State of Na-
ture.

WE fhall mention one more Impedi-
ment to your becoming a great commer-
cial Nation, which is the frequent Em-
bargoes that are laid upon your Exports
It caufes your Trade to be fo very
precarious, and uncertain, that People
are not fond (and indeed have little
Encouragement) of embarking in an ex-
tenfive Branch of Commerce, from the
Apprehenfion of a fudden Detention of
their loaded Ships, which at fome criti-
cal Conjun@ure might prove the Ruin
of thofe Merchants who had not a great
Capital This Circumftance alone,
will prove a Bar and Prevention to any
great Extenfion of your Commerce
Trade which is cramped and under Re-
ftritions, muft ever be languid.

We
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WE fhall not enter into the Expedi-
ence, or Inexpedience of fuch Embargoes,
becaufe there may be political Reafons of
‘State, which may occafion them to be
neceflary, and abfolutely requifite ; al-
though it may be highly improper to
affign or divulge fuch Reafons to the
Public From Humanity, we would
fcarcely conceive it probable, that they
could proceed from any other Caufe,
becaufe their deftru&tive Tendency ope-
rates chiefly on the Poor The late
Embargo has' made them poor indeed—
and the Nation will feel the Effe&s of it
for fome Years; for their Neceflities

having obliged them to {fell their Cattle -

below one half of the ordinary Price,
they have not been in Ability to pay
their Rents—this pervades and affeéts
every Order of Men, and has been great-
ty inftrumental to the Diftrefs of the

Tynes—

Tue only Perfons who have reaped
Advan-
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Advantage from this Calamity are the
Merchants who have purchaled the Cat-
tle of the Poor, at a low Rate, to flaugh-
ter upon Speculation——The Quays of
your different Sea Ports have been
crammed for many Months, waiting until
the Embargo was taken off.

BuT independent of the before-menti-
oned Obftruflion to your commercial
Intereft, the former Reafon affigned of
the Want of Money is fo weighty, that
it will not admit of a ferious Contra-
di&ion ; for all Authors who have ever
written upon Trade and Commerce agree,
that from the Peafant, to the Eaft India
Company, there is no Trade, no Art, no
Fabrick, nor no Commerce can pofiibly
be carried on without Money~~—The
wanting that Article alone, is wanting
every Thing, it being the principal Re-
quifite, ‘and as neceflury to a State as
the Heart is to the Body, to promote and
caufe a Circulation of the Blood, through

F the
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the different Arteries and Fibres, in order
to keep it in Health and Vigor. Thefe
Reafons induce us to believe, that in
the prefent State of your Nation, and of
the Britith Empire in general, your
Community would not derive thofe Ad-
vantages from a Liberty to extend your
Commerce, which the Generality of Peo-
ple imagine *.

GENERAL CONCLUSION.

IT is very well know to many Perfons
of the firft Diftin&ion in this Kingdom,
that your prefent excellent and honour-
able Chief Governor, fince his Refidence
amongft ye, has omitted no Opportunity
wherein he could give Convition of his
real Attachment to the true Intereft of
Ireland——He has made Ufe of every

Means which could be devifed (compati-
ble

* Vide Addenda, for the State of your Specie.
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ble with the neceflary Expenditure which
is indifpenfably requifite) to preferve a
Frugality and Oeconomy in his Admini-
ftration, for which every Lover of this
Country ought to revere him. His Vir-
tues, and Attention to your Profperity
and Welfare, will be more confpicuous,
whenever you fhall have the Misfortune
to lofe him; but in the mean Time, as
no one can forefee how far the Neceffities
of the Mother Country may require your
Exertions, in Order to afford her farther
Afliftance, for you cannot fuffer her to
fall a Sacrifice to the Ambition of her
natural Enemy, when your own Security
and Prefervation depend upon the Suc-
cefs of her Arms——You fthould, there-
fore, as Individuals, purfue a frugal
Oeconomy, in Order to be able to bear
any additional Tax, which the Necefities
of the State fhould require you to enadt,
for the Defence of this Country, and the

Britith Empire in general.

You fhould give farther Encourage-
F 2 ment
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ment to the Fifheries on your Coafts, by
which Means you will not only draw
Riches from the Ocean, but will form a
Nurfery of Seamen for the Navy, and
for the Defence of your Kingdom, upon
any Emergency Too much Attention
cannot be fhewn to an Obje&t of fuch
material Importance to your State.

You fhould to a Man become Anti-
galicans, and not add to the Riches of
your perfidious Foe, by the Confumption
of any Articles which are the Produce
of Frauce.

You fhould lay an heavy Duty on her
Wines and Brandies in particular, as
alfo on her Fabricks, fo as nearly to
reduce them to a Prohibition *,

You thould take more effe@ual Means
to prohibit the Ufe of Whifkey, and
other

* The Sum which is fent out of Ireland, to pay
for Wines and Brandies, is enormous.
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other {pirituous Liquors, which intoxi-
cate and enervate the lower Order of
People ; and a&ing like a flow Poifon,
in the End deftroys more of your Inha-
bitants annually, than all the Diforders
incident to the human Body an
wholefome Malt Liquor might be {ub-
ftituted in its Stead, which would en-
creafe Agriculture, and produce an equal
Revenue to the State.

UniEss fome ferious Attention is paid
unto that particular Obje&, the Effe@s
will become fatal to the Nation; for
whilft you may be looking up towards
v1ﬁonary Illufions, that infernal Malady
Is gaining Ground and in Time will 20
near to fap the very Nerves of your
State ; for it cannot but be obvious to

every Individual, how deftruive it muft
be to Population.

You fhould be careful and vigilant that
the Poor were not affe@ed by, or fubje&
to
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to, any additional Impoft—they fhould

rather be exonorated, and by new mo-
deiling the Hearth Tax, and laying an
Addition on the Opulent, you fhould
entirely free thofe miferable People from
that Duty, who have but one Hearth.

SomE Means fhould be devifed to re-
{ieve them from the intolerable Opprefii-
on and Exa&ions of thofe Blood-fuckers,
called, Tythe-Jobbers——it is incon-
ceivable what the lower Order of People
fuffer from thofe unfecling Monlfters.

You fhould eftablith Schools, with pro-
per Mafters, in every large Town, for the
Education of the Poor, of every Perfua-
fion, indifcriminately —— This fhould be
fupported by the Rich, and affifted by a
Cefs on each County—a trifling Sum of
that Money which is-ufelefsly {quandered
in Jobs, by your Grand Juries, would
anfwer that End.——It would humanize
the Minds of thofe who are now nearly

Savages thro’ Ignorance.
ScoT-
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ScorLanD affords you an Example of
the Utility it isto a Kingdom, to attend
to the Education of the Poor———The
meane(t and moft wretched Individual in
that Country has an Education, which
excites in him an Emulation and Propen-
fity for bettering his Condition.——We
with to fee it fo here; but unlefs the
rich Man will difpenfe with the fumptu-
ous fecond Courfe at his Table, and in
other Inftances fet an Example of Fruga-
lity and Oeconomy, by abolithing every
Species of fuperfluous Luxury, we are
afraid we fhall never fee that happy Day.

You fhould give a certain Stipend to
the Apothecary in every Town, to attend
every Being of the human Race, who
fhould ftand in Need of Advice, or
Medicines, within a ftated Diftance.

You fhould lay an heavy Tax on Ab-
fentees, who drain this Country of its
Vitals, in Order to enrich other Nations :

and
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and who are the priocipal Inftrument of
keeping it in a State of Ignorance and
Beggary——Look at the large Tracts of
Land in this Kingdom belonging to that
Clafs of People, and you will behold a
lamentable PiGure of the Effecls of their
Non-refidence—a temporary Plague, or
Famine, could not produce more pernici-
ous and fatal Confequences unto you
than they do; for, independent of the
Property they draw from the Country,
they are principally eonducive to keeping
it in a State of Ignorance and Dependence
——But if fuch Tax thould be judged
neceffary and prudent, it fhould be full
and impartial,—on Abfentees of every
Denomination, without Referve or Ex-
ception ; for a Power of difpenfing any
Individuals who hold high Offices, or have
great Emijl()yments, would be a flagrant
Injuftice towards the remaining g A
It would create Jealoufies, and counteract
the very Intent of fuch a Law.

You

.
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You fhould fearch into the real Caufe
of the Rifings, and apparent Diflutisfac-
tion of Part of your Inhabitants, and into
the Motives which can induce them- to
commit Aéts of Barbarity, not to be
equalled in the moft favage Countries on
Earth. And if thofe A&s f{hould pro-
ceed from infupportable Oppreflion and
Tyranny, you tfhould endeavour to re-
move the Caufe, and the Malady in
courfe will ceafe.

As before obferved, give them Educa-
tion, and pay fome Attention to their
Morals, and their Minds will thudder at
the Thoughts of fuch Cruelties as they
at prefent commit, without the leaft Re-
morfe or Feeling.

THE arbitrary Cefs of your Grand
Juries, is a lamentable Grievance to your
Country, and falls heavier on the Poor,
than any Tax impofed upon them by
Government This Cefs might be

G admffible
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,dmiflible as far as relates to Prefent=

ments for public Roads and Bridges—but
:n other Inftances, fuch as levying a
partial Cefs on a particular Body of Peo-
ple, under the Denomination of Papifts
and Rapparees, it is the moft flagrant
Tyranny—Taxes fhould be levied on
the whole Body of the People indifcrimi-
nately——It is an Imperium in Imperio,
that we fhould expe& only to {ee adopt-
ed and pradifed in the moft defpotic

- Monarchies.

Ax Algerine Legiflature would be
athamed of fuch a Law.

No Nation can be called a Country of
Freedom, where fuch a Power 1s autho-~
rized and allowed.

Tae A& fhould be enforced which
ftipulates, that a certain Proportion of
the grafing Farms fhould be under Til-
lage There are fome Counties in this
Kingdom almoft uninhabited, from a

Relaxa-

e e e

R R W S ———
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Relaxation, or rather an Inattention to
that Law *.

BuT after having prefumed to give an
Opinion refpe@ing this Country, it ap-
pears to us, that unlefs a Remedy 1s ap-
plied to. heal one particular Sore, every
Advantage which might be devifed, or
granted for its Benefit, would prove in-
efficacious—We mean, that the Lands
fhould be lowered to fo juft and equitable
a Standard, that the Poor may live in
Comfort, and that the Value of Land
and the Price of Labour may be fo juftly
proportioned, and go Hand in Hand to-
gether, that it fhall produce no Reafon
for DiflatisfaGtion wunto the meaneft
amongft the lower Order of People.

IT may be faid that the Lands have
G 2 greatly

* Anno 1634, Sir Anthony Roper was fined
4oe0l. in England, for converting arable Land into
Pafture, contrary to a Law made in the Reign of
Henry the 7th. Many others were fined, and many
compounded, at that Time, for the fame Offence.
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greatly fallen ; but allow us to afk,
What has caufed them to fall ? Has it
proceeded from Motives of generous Li-
berality ¢ We will anfwer it——No

but from a forced Neceflity, proceeding
from a Caufe diametrically oppofite to 1
humane Principles. ——

WE fhall beg Leave to conclude, by
afking a few Queftions.

WHAT was it occafioned the Hearts of 1
Steel to rife ?

WHAT has been the Occafion, that
the White Boys have fo often been in
Arms, and are every Week in Arms to
this Hour ? |

WHAT can be the Caufe, which could
excite People to the favage Pra&ice of
houghing Cattle ? —

Tue Perfon who will ingenuoufly, and
impartially, anfwer thofe Queftions, will

be the true Friend to Ireland.
| ' Ir




( 45 )

Ir the foregoing curfory Obfervations,
fhall in the leaft Shape tend to the Ad-
vantage of the Community, the Writer
will deem himfelf amply rewarded for’
the Time he has beftowed upon a Sub-
je&t of fuch Magnitude Confcious of
his Inability, it is with great Relu@ance
that he has been prevailed upon to make
them public—he therefore hopes, even
thofe who fhall differ in Opinion with
him, on any Particular, will allow, that
the Motives which induced him to take
his Pen in Hand could only proceed from

Humanity, and the Welfare of this
Kingdom.

\

ADDENDA.
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A'DDE N D\X

MATERIALS, which will enable the
Reader to form a Sort of Comparifon

betwixt England and Ireland.

Encranp and WALEs contain,

Statute Acres, about 30,000,000

Inhabitants - - - 6,000,000

IRE-
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IRELAND contains,
Plantation Acres. Stat. Acres.
About 11,927,864, or 17,927,864

Call it 18 Millions, and the Proportion

it bears to England and Wales, is as 18
is to 30.

Inhabitants.
By a late Account.

Proteftants, Papifts.

Ulfter - - 377978 278,607
Lemfler -, 197,670 553,413
Munfter - - 77,915 495,164
Connaught. - 28,522 3444204

662,085 1,671,478

A— —— w—

Total Inhabitants, 2,333,563
Enc-
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EncrLAND and WALEs continued.

Current Specie

£.1'7,000,000.

Annvual Home Confumption of Grain,
(the mean Quantity for 20 Years.)

Quarters.
Wheat, - - 3,840,000
Oats, - - 4,252,725
Barley, - % 333:125
Rye, - - 1,030,000

Annually for Exporfation‘, (mean Quan-

tity for 20 Years.)

Quarters.
Wheat, =~ - 0,336,123
Oats, - - 0,003,457
Barley, - - 0,219,565
Rye, - 0,0%2,370

Cafth received for Corn exported from
the ficft Year of giving the Bounty, Anno
1689, to 17635 L. s ds
36,901,332 19 5f
Bounty paid by Government upon Corn

exported, during that Term,
£. 6,616,432 19 5f.
IRE-
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IRELAND continued.

Your current Specie is eftimated at
about - - - £. 3,000,000
Dedo& from this the annual Drain by
your Abfentee Landlords, Abfentee Pen-
{ioners, Abfentee Placemen, and the Sums
paid for your luxurious, and neceflary
Imports, and you will wonder how your
Eftablifhment is fupported. Was your
Linen Manufa&ure to be loft, the Wheels
of Government could not revolve, if
affifted by the Efforts and Oeconomy of
the moft able and virtuous Chief Gover-
nor on Earth. Thus circumftanced,
you cannot be furprifed at any Increafe of
your national Debt;. but it would be illi-
beral, and ungenerous, to impute it to
any Error or Prodigality in your prefent
Adminiftration, during which no Penfion
has been granted, nor Place formed.

H Stat,
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Excranp and WALEs continued.

Bounties paid on Exportation.

Per Quarter.
gs. od. per Quarter on Wheat, 1. s.d.
when at a lower Pricethan 2 8 o

2s. 6s. ditto Barley and Malt,

when under - 1 49
3s. 6d. Rye, when under - I 12 ©
25, 6s. Oats, (given in 1700)

when under o I§ O

Anno 1726, three Pence per Quarter was
allowed by Patliament, to fuch as made
Malt for Exportation.

The
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IRELAND continued.

Stat. 13 Geo. 3d. From the 24th of
June 1774. When the Price of Wheat
doth not exceed one Shilling Englith the
Stone The Price of midling Rye,
Peafe or Beans, doth not exceed 23s.
Englth the Quarter The  Price of
midling Oats nine Shilling Englith the
Quarter ; the following Bounties will be
paid upon Exportation ;

For every Quarter of Wheat, ground
Wheat, Meal or Wheat Flour, 3s. 2d.
Englifh.

For every Quarter of Rye, Peas or
Beans, ground or unground, 2s. 4d,

For Every Quarter of Oats, ground or
unground, - - 1s. 3d.

The half Quarter, or four Bufhels of
Wheat, Rye, Peafe, Beans, Meal, and
Flour made of Wheat, or Rye, fo to be
exported, fhall contain, and be equiva-
lent to 224 Pounds Weight.

H 2 This
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Excranp and WALEs continued.

The great Abufes made 1n malting
Corn for Exportation, by the Increafe,
or {welling of it, (it fometimes being 9
or 10 Times more in Meafure than the
original Barley) caufed an A& to pafs m
1730, ordering, that for every 20 Quar-
ters of Barley, only 30 Quarters of Malt
fhould be allowed in Meafurement. This

Abufe
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IRELAND continued.

This A& expires the 24th of June,
I779.——1It is to be hoped, at the Meet-
ing of Parliament, that in Order to far-
ther encourage Agriculture, Corn will be
allowed to be exported when it is at
rather an higher Price, and that fome
little Addition rnay‘ be made to the Boun-
ties. In the Courfe of a few Years, this
- Country would, in Confequence thereof,
wear a different Complexion, although it
thould even caufe the other Neceflaries
of Life to be dearer, becaufe it would pro-
duce a Circulation of Specie amongft the
lower Order of People,

This fhews the Vigilance which is re-
quifite in a State, to corret any Abufes
which may be ‘pradifed in Bounties, and
that Ireland fhould have a watchful Eye.
Quere, When Corn is at a very low -
Price, may it not be well worth While to
purchafe it in the Capital, the Land
Carriage Bounty having been paid upon

it,
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EncrLAND and WALEs continued.

Abufe was carried fo far, that Ships were
accuftomed to load Malt on the eaftern
Coaft of England, and after having {ail-
ed a few Hours, it was caft into the Sea,
by which a Profit was made of Cent. per
Cent. on the original Barley.~—It is com-
puted that 1,260,320 Quarters of Malt
was loft by this diabolical Pra&ice.

Land under Tillage annually.

Acres.
For Home Confumption, 3,087,170
For Exportation, - 0,149,583

Total under Tillage, 3,238,753

By this we find, that more than one
tenth of the Lands of England and
Woales are under Tillage, for the Con-
fumption of their Inhabitants, and that
the Proportion of Land employed to

produce Corn for Exportation, is nearly
as
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IRELAND continued.

it, and fhip it to diftant northern or
fouthern Ports, there to be landed, and
fent again by LLand Carriage to Dublin,
and receive a fecond Bounty ; and {o on,
ad infinitum, until the Price of Corn
fhall be confiderably advanced above the
original Purchafe ? Has this never been
practifed ¢ Does it come within the
Spirit and Intent of the A& ?

We cannot afcertain the Land under
Tillage in Ireland.
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EncrLanD and WaLEs continued.

as one to twenty, of that which is cul-
tivated for their own Ufe.

It thould be obferved, that the Inhabi-
tants of thofe Kingdoms ail eat Bread,
and that their annual Confumption of that
Article alone, amounts“to more than fix
Times the Value of the current Specie
of Ireland; for at the ‘moderate Com-
putation of £.3 0.0 per Head, ({fome
Authors calculate it at £.3 10 0) the
Value will appear to be 18 Millions fterl.

per Annum for Bread only.

.The
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IRELAND continued.

We may venture to affert, that not one
fifth Part of the Inhabitants of Ireland
cat Bread, therefore fhe is lefs liable to
be affe¢ted by a Scarcity of  Corn.
This is a forcible Reafon for the Encou-
ragement of Agriculture, and for her
Exportation of Grain, becaufec the Re-
dundancy of Corn would feed her Inha-
bitants if her Potatoes {hould fail, and
prevent a Famine. Her Corn might
become as flaple a Commodity as her
Linen ; with this Advantage in Favour
of the former, that it would preferve the
Lives of her Inhabitants, in Cafe of any
unforefeen Dearth, which the latter
would not s for there is no Man but
would give ‘a Piece of fine Linen for a
Peck Loaf, when Nature called for Sup-
port.—— Corn fnight operate with Re-
fpet-to Ircland, juft as Wines do with

I France,
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ExcrLAND and WALES continued.

The 17 Millions of Specie in thofe
Kingdoms, is all circulating amongft the
aggregate Body.———1It is computed,
that the Yeomanry, Manufa&turers,
Tradefmen, and the commercial Branch,

are in Poffeflion of two Thirds of faid
Sumd .

What
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IrRELAND continued.

France, Spain, Portugal, &c. The Inha-
bitants of thofe Countries drink but little
of it, and by Exportation, confequently,
draw immenfe Revenues from other Na-
tions, Ireland not to be forgotten of the
Number. Give them Corn for their
Wine, if you muft drink it, and you will
be upon a Par with them.

The 3 Millions of Specie which is
computed to be in Ireland, has not a
general Circulation amongft the aggre-
gate Body.,

The lower Order of People, who are
by far the greater Proportion, fee little
of it (except thofe employed in the Linen

ManufaGure) and what they do fee can
operate
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Encranp and WALEs continued.

What we mean to imply is, that if
the Circulation was to flop, it would
be found amongft them.——We need
not be aftonifhed at the Power and

Grandeur




IRELAND continued.

operate but little to the general Advan-
tage of the Kingdom ; for it is received
in one Hand, and paid by the other,
either to the Agents of Abfentees  who
fend it to England, or to others of the
Community, who pay the greater Part
- of it for luxurious and neceffary Im-
ports, which Money is likewife fent
out of the Kingdom.

With Refpe& to her internal Polity,
we muft leave it to thofe of fuperior
Abilities to comment upon.

We only ‘wifh that her Natives may
view it through the fame Medium that
a Stranger doth,

We fhall take our Leave of the Sub-
je&, by obferving, that a Nation fhould
corre@ the Abufes and Defeéts in her

Legiflation,
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ENGLA&D and WaLEs continued.

Grandeur of a Kingdom under fuch
Circumftances, whofe internal Polity has

but few Defells.
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IRELAND continued.

Legiflation, before fhe becomes opulent.
——When that is eftablithed upon a
Bafis of impartial Juftice, Equity, and
Humanity, every Extention of Agricul-
ture, ManufaGtures and Commerce, will
have a falutary Effe& ; becaufe no. indi-
vidual of the Community will find Reafon
for Complaint——but, fhould a Nation,
perchance, become wealthy, without cor-
re@ing fuch Abufes and Defells, the
People will only be fharpening the
Swords, which are to cut their own
Throats.

F I NTS
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