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P R E F A C E .

IT  is hoped that no Perfon will con
ceive a Prejudice againft the follow

ing Obiervations, becaufe they come 
from an Officer o f  the Revenue, or ima
gine that they are calculated merely to 
advance the Revenue without Regard to 
the Agriculture or Brewing T rad e o f  this 
Kingdom .

T h e  Author cannot be ignorant that 
the Revenue, Agriculture, Landed Pro
perty and General Intereft o f the N ation 
coincide with, and depend eiîentially up
on the Proiperity of the Brewing T rade, 
and therefore muft know that the R e s
toration and Advancement o f  this T ra d e , 
will materially promote the Advantage 
o f  thofe other great Objects; whereas 
a partial Attention to the Intereft o f  the 
Revenue, if  purfued by Means detri
mental to the Brewing T^ade, would ine-

a vitably
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vitably injure that Obje£t which is meant 
to be promoted.

Impreilèd with a juft Regard to L an d
ed and Commercial Interest, and unin
fluenced by any partial Motives or Pur- 
x>fes whatfoever, the Author fubmits 
iis Sentiments to the Publick Candour. 

Should they upon Examination be found 
to be erroneous, they are neverthelefs well 
intended. H e would be very forry indeed 
to be thought a difmgenuous M an, but it 
would be no great Mortification to him 
to be deemed an unfuccefsful Reafoner, 
efpecially in a Matter o f  a very complex 
and intricate Nature.

O B S E R
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I R E L A N D .

T H  E  Brewery o f  Ireland, whether it be con- 
fidered as a great National Concern affeding 
Agriculture, or as a T ra d e  affording to the 

Publick a neceiTary Article o f  Confumption, or as a 
fubject for Revenue, is certainly an Obje£t o f  the 
higheil Importance, and deferves the utm oil Attention 
o f  every Perfon interefted in, or wifhing well to the 
Profperity o f  this Kingdom .

T h a t  the Irtfh Brewery, which wras once in a flourifh- 
ing condition, hath very much declined, notwithiland- 
ing the great increafe o f  Inhabitants in this Kingdom , 
and particularly in it’s Metropolis where it formerly 
flourifhed moft, is a T ru th  equally melancholy and 
uncontrovertable ; and the M an who endeavours to 
trace the Caufes o f  this decline, and point out the R e
medy for it, or enable others fo to do, may hope for

A  2 ' t h e
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the Publick Attention, and not to be unfavourably re
ceived.

I am extreamly fenfible of my Inability to combat 
popular Prejudices, artfully raifed, and haftily adopted  ̂
and am confcious how reluctantly M en, even o f the 
b ed  Underftanding, give up Opinions which they have 
early formed, or Pofitions which they have originally 
taken for granted ; but notwithflanding thefe Décou
ragements, the Subject being o f  iuch Importance to 
the Morals, the Profperity, and the Lives o f  the Peo
ple. I fhall not be afiaid to hazard Sentiments how
ever new, or Conjectures however fingular, totally re
lying on the Candour o f thofe to whom they are fub- 
mitted, that i f  what I advance fhall appear not to be 
well founded, at leaft that the Publick will believe, 
that the Attempt was well intended ; contented if  my 
Endeavours fhall tend to produce iuch an invefligation 
o f  T ru th , as may ultimately attain the Ends propoled, 
v iz . T h e  reiloration and advancement o f  the Brew
ery o f  this Country, fo intimately conne&ed with the 
Health, Comfort and Induftry, o f  the bulk o f it’s In
habitants.

T h e  Method which I mean to purfue, is to fhew 
that our Brewery has declined, to point out what ap
pear to me to be the true Caufes o f  it’s Decay, and to 
fuggeft fuch Remedies as feem m oil practicable for it’s 
Re-eftablifhment.

But before I go into thefe Parts o f  the Subjeft, it 
will be neceffary to remove the Prejudices which at pre- 
fent impofe upon the Publick, and to fatisfy them, that 
the Reafons which have been hitherto aiïigned for the 
decline o f  the Brewery, neither are, nor could have 
been the primary and fubitantial Caufes o f  it.

T he
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T h e  Reafons which have been generally and induf- 
trioufly alligned for the decline o f  the Brewery are.

T h e  great importation o f  M alt Liquors, and the \ m - -V- 
moderate and increaied ufe o f  Spirits.

T h e  Brewers, fome o f  whom I fhall hereafter endea-  ̂
vour to (hew, have been the Authors o f  the deftruc- n Ï  ‘ 
tion o f  their own T ra d e , actuated, 1 am peiluaded by 
no improper M otives, were the Perlons who iirit lug- 
gefted, and afterwards lupported thele erroneous O pi
nions.

In the Y e a r  i 763, the Brewery was at die higheft in / y d fl  
this Kingdom , and in that Year produced a Revenue o f  
1 46*576/ i *s. sd. from which Period it gradually de
clined until 1769 , when at Lady-day in that Year, it 
produced a Revenue o f  no more than 116,255/. 6s. 2d.

In November 176 9 , the Brewers petitioned theH oufe 
o f  Commons, letting forth the declining State of the 
Brewery, and then publickly, as a Corporation, al
ligned the Caulè to be the great increaied Importation 
o f  Englijb M alt Liquors into this Kingdom , which they 
attributed to the A dvantage that the Englijb Brewer 
had over the Irtjb, and prayed the Houfe o f  Com m ons 
to lay an additional Duty 011 all imported M alt Liquors.

T h is  Petition was referred to the C om m ittee o f  W a y s  
and Means, to whom the State o f  the Brewery was re- 
prelentedTin fuch a L igh t, that they thought it neceflary 
to exert themfelves in favour o f  the Brewers, and con
cluding that the Realons afligned to them, were the 
genuine Caufes o f  the decline o f  that T ra d e , they 
adopted two M odes for preventing the further Opera
tion o f  tïïeïïïT

T h e  Grievance complained o f  being in fuilance this, 
that the M erchant importing Enghjb M alt Liquor,
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paid a Duty o f  only is. 3d. for a Quantity, for which 
the Irijb Brewer paid 55. 6d. T h e  Committee therefore 
determined firft to lower the Irijb D uty, and then to 
tax imported M alt Liquor, which they attempted in the
following manner.

T h e  Excife on Beer and A le in this Kingdom had 
been theretofore confiant!y charged upon the Barrel of 
32 Gallons, each Gallon containing 21 7 cubical Inches 
and iff o f  an Inch T h e  Brewers' had many Tim es 
complained that this was not the true meafure o f  the 
Gallon, and had appealed more than once from the E x
cife Office to the chief Governor and Council, and 
even to Parliament, but were as often unfuccefsful-, 
however this Committee in their Refolution, granting 
the additional Duty on A le  and Small-beer, varied the 
f iz e o f  the Gallon on which this T a x  fhould be levied, 
and worded their Refolution thus. An additional Duty 
o f  2S. on *very 32 Gallons o f Ate, fucb  Gallon to contain 
27 2 cubical Inches, and one fourth part o f a cubical Inch. 
B y  the W ords o f  which Refolution, this T a x  was 
lowered one-fifth in the additional Duties, w hich D e- 
duélion amounted to no lefs than zd. a Barrel ; and by 
another HefoJution they laid a l a x  o f  2s. a Barrel, 
containing 32 Gallons on all Beer and A le  imported, 
íélc. in which Retolution it is obfervable, that they 
leave the Gallon at large, in order that imported Beer 
and A le  may be charged by the Gallon o f  217. 6.

On the Report o f  thofe Refolutions to the Houfe, the 
D uty on Beer and A le  imported was rejected, but the 
other Refolution pafled.

T h e  Brewers having thus gained one Point, were 
determined to puriue the other, and feeing that the 
Houfe and the Publick attributed the decline o f  their 
T ra d e  to the Caufes ailigned by them for ir, they peti
tioned the Houfe again in the next Seflion, that of

1771*



1771 » this Petition was prefented very late in the Sei- 
lion, after an a ttem pt had been m ade in the Com m it
tee o f  W ays and M eans again, to T a x  imported Beer 
and Ale, and therefore feems to have been rather in
tended as a Foundation for a future attempt. T h e  Pe
tition however was referred to a Comm ittee, who were , 
to enquire into the State of the Brewery, the  caufes o f 
it’s decline, and the M odes by which it m ight be re- 
ftored ; on this Enquiry there was no Report, but on 
the th ird  or fourth Day o f  the Seflîon, which began in 
Oftober 1 7 7 3 , the Corporation o f  Brewers again peti
tioned the Houfe, their Petition was accordingly refer
red to a Committee who examined W itnefles, called 
for Papers, and reported fpecially thereupon.

As this R eport o f  1 7 7 3 , contains the Subfiance of 
every thing wnich the 'B rew ers  have urged from time 
to  time, and as I fhall have occafion hereafter frequently 
to refer to it, I have annexed  it hereunto, to prevent 
all poflibility o f  M iftake ; obferving only, that it will 
appear from this Report, and from every Petition pre
fented by the Brewers, tha t they conilantly attributed 
the decline o f the Brewery, folely to the two Caufes be
fore mentioned.

It now becomes neceflary therefore to examine 
thofe Reafons particularly, in order to fhew that they^ 
neither were, nor cou’d  have been the true Caufes oi 
the Grievance complained of.

T h e  Im portation o f  Englifb M alt Liquors can leflen 
the Confumption o f  the Injh Brewery only in fuch 
proportion as the Quantity im ported bears to the 
whole Confumption of the Kingdom.

I f  this Pofition be felf evident, let us proceed to as
certain the amount o f  the Confumption at Lady-day 
j 763, when the Brewery flood highefl, andcom paie it

with
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with the amount o f  the Confumption at Lady-day 
1773 , when the Report comprehending this Period 
cloics, let us then fee what has been the increafed 
Importation o f  M alt Liquors in the iame Period 
which will enable us to draw a Conclufion.

Again, let us confider what are the Expences and 
Duties paid by an Importer upon a Barrel o f  Malt 
Liquor, and compare them with the Duties paid by 
the Irijb Brewer on the fame quantity o f  Injb Ale, 
and w e fhall be enabled to diicover whether there 
be fuch an Advantage on the part o f  the Importer, as 
the Brewers have aflerted, or on which fide the Ad
vantage really Hands,

It
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It appears from the Account o f  the Pro

duce o f  Excife on Beer and A le  for n  
Years from 1762 annexed to the Report, 
that the Produce o f  Excife on Beer and 
A le  in the Y ear 1762, ending Lady-day
1763 was —  —  — ---------- / 1 45>933

T h e  N um ber o f  Barrels at 32 Gallons 
each, which produce this Revenue, will be - 648,591 

T h a t  the Produce in 1772 , ending Lady 
daY 1773.» was —  —  —  £ 9 6,269
which being in like manner reduced to 
Barrels, will be —  —  —  —  __ 470,621

So that in the latter Year, that is in 
1773, the Diminution in the Coniumption 
o f  Irijb Eeer, amounts to no lels than 
177 ,9 70  Barrels —  —  —  —  __ 177,9 70

It appears alfo from the Account o f  
Beer and A le imported, which is likewife 
annexed to the Report, that the Quantity 
ot Beer and Ale imported in 1763, was,
at 32 Gallons to the Barrel —  —  __ 28,935

T h a t  the Num ber o f  Barrels imported 
in the Year ending Lady-day 17 7 3 , was —  58,675

Ar.d confequently, the increafed Impor- '
tation amounts to no more than —  —  29,740

Now if the Decline o f  the In jh  Brewery 
was owing to the Importation of Englijh
Malt Liquors, the quantity imported ought 
to be equal to the Decreafe in the Con- 
fumption o f  home-brewed Beer,

But we find the decrealë o f  H o m e
brewed Beer, to be —  —  —  —  177 ,9 70

And the increafed Importation o f  En-
%hjh Beer to be in the fame Period, only —  29,740

So that there is a Diminution in the
Confuraption o f  Irijb Beer and A le, o f  —  148,230 
Barrels, which muft be accounted for in 
fome other manner, than by the Importa
tion o f  Enghjb M alt Liquor.

B  I muft
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I muft alfo obferve, that a very large proportion 
of the Malt Liquor imported into this Kingdom, is 
bought up by Retailers o f  M alt Liquors, for the 
purpofe o f  mixing with our Irijh brewed Drink-, it 
follows therefore, that whatever quantity o f Englijb 
Eeer is made ule o f in this wav, io far from being 
an Injury to our Brewery, is o f  great Advantage to 
it, becaufe it p.omotes the Confumption o f  fo much 
o f  our own Ale as is fo mixed, and therefore it ne- 
ceifarily follows, that the Importation o f  Enghjb Malt 
Liquor, does not leffen the Confumption o f  the Irtjb 
Brewery by fo many Barrels as are imported.

From  the Fads, here ílated, I think it is manifeft, 
that we cannot attribute the Decline o f our Brewery, 
to the Importation o f  Englifh Beer.

I come now in the next Place to confider, whether 
the advantage which the Importer ot Englifh Beer is 
alledged to have over the Irijh Brewer, be fuch as 
m uft neceifarily induce a continual increafed Impor
tation, and o f  cou.fe, ruin our own Brewery, or on 
which Side the Advantage really ftands.

One W itnefs examined before the Committee made 
a Companion o f  the D uty paid by the Importer of En- 
glifo  Beer, and o f that paid by the Irijh Brewer, which 
the Committee have reported ; “  He offerts, that the 
“  Englifh Brewer ■when be fhips bis M alt Liquor, drains 
“  back the whole o f the Duties paidfor M att, Hops, and 
“  for Inland Excife ; and that he has moreover a Pre- 
“  mium of one Shilling Englifh, on the Exportation cfeacb 
“  Barrel o f Beer, whenever M alt is at, or under 12s. 
“  the Barrel -, that on Importation here, he pays Jomewhat 
“  lefs than is . 3d a Barrel Duty, from whence deducing 
“  the Premium of is. id  paid him in England on Ex- 
“  portation, he pays really no more than 2d. a Barrel 
“  Duty, whilfl the Irifh Brewer pays near 5s. 6d. a Bar-

“  reli
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tc rel ; a difference, under which no Trade can fubfifl ; 
“  and that the Confequence is, that the Jinglifh Brewer 
“  can f e l l  Porter cheaper here than in England, or than 
“  the Irifh Brewer can brew it.”

T o  confirm this Opinion, two other Gentlemen ap
peared, who aiierted, “  That they would have fe t  up 
“  Breweries in W ales, to fupply Dublin with Ale and 
“  Beer, but that they could not get them ready built, and 
“  that it was fear, led our Law s might be altered, which 
“  alone prevented them from building Breweries, the one 
“  Holyhead, the other at Carnaivon.”

In order to fee what Foundation there is for the Com 
panion here made, which I confefs is fufficiently piau- 
lible to impofe upon fuch as have not taken the T r o u 
ble, or wanted Opportunities to examine it ; I fhall firil 
confider the feveral Affertions on which it depends, and 
endeavour to lhew, that there is not one o f  them founded^ 
in F a d ,  or in Law , and fhall then ftate an Account o f  
the real Expences neceffarily attending each.

T h e  firft Affertion is, that the Englijh Brewer, when 
he Exports his M alt Liquor, draws back 8 j\  for each 
Barrel, which is the whole o f  the Duties paid there on 
Malt, Hops, and for Inland Excife on that Quantity.

In order to judge o f  this AíTertion, I fhall mention the 
feveral Duties laid upon Beer and A le, M alt and Hops 
in Great-Britain, and cite the feveral Law s by which 
they are refpedtively laid on.

B 2 By

»



'E y the 12th Car. lid . Chap. 23, Beer and Ale j.
pays a Duty o f  per Barrel - - i a

By the 1 2th Char. lid . Chap. 24, - - 1 3
By the 4th IVilliam  and Mary, Chap. 3, -  o 9

I Ey the 5th and 6th lVllllam  and Mary,
Chap. 7, - 0 9

B y the 5th and 6th IVilliam  and Mary,
Chap. 20, 0 g

By the 8th Anne, Chap. 7, - - 0 ~
vBy the 1 ft George Ilid. Chap. 7, - - 3 0

M 3
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In the whole o

It appears therefore that the Duties o f  Excife alone, 
payable by the Englijb Brewer, amount to the Sum of 
8s. Englijb per Barrel.

By the 9th Anne, Chap. 12, there is a D uty laid 5. d. 
for four Years on Hops per Pound - o 1

T h is  D uty is by the l i t  Geo. lit. Chap. 12, made 
perpetual.

B y the 12th June, Chap. 2, there is a D u ty  s. d. 
laid on every Buihel o f  M alt o f  -  0 6

T h is  D u ty  has been continued from Selïion to Sef- 
iion ever fince.

By the 33d George lid . Chap. 7 , there is a fur
ther D uty per Buihel on M alt - - 0 3

It appears therefore, that there is a D u ty  on Hops of 
id. a Pound, and on M alt o f  gd. a Buihel. Thefe 
are the Duties payable on M alt, Hops, and for Inland

.c e ; let us fee what are the Drawbacks on Expor
tation. t

By
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By the i ( l  Geo. 3d. Chap. 7, Sec. 5, for the En
couragement o f  the Exportation o f  Strong Beer and 
A le , and thereby for the Advancem ent o f  T rade, and 
Encouragement o f  T illage and Manufactures, there is 
a Drawback o f  8 Shillings a Barrel given on Strong 
Beer and A le  exported, deducting 3 Pence a T o n  for 
Charges, which D rawback is declared to be in full 
for all Drawbacks, or Allowances which can, or may 
be claimed for the fame ; all other Duties therefore 
which are paid by the Materials o f  which Beer and A le  
aie made, remain a Charge upon them when exported. 
I t  has been fhewn that M alt pays gd. a Bufhel, and 
Hops id . per Pound, neither o f  which Duties is in 
jany manner drawn back ; whatever Duties therefore 
the Quantity o f  M alt and Hops neceffary for m aking 
a Barrel o f  Beer pays in England, are left behind on 
the Exportation, as are likewilb i  o f  one Penny, being 
the Proportion which a Barrel pays o f  the 3d. per 
T o n ,  deducted from the D raw back o f  8j. on Expor
tation ; the Quantity o f  M alt neceifary for a Barrel o f  
Porter is 3 Buihels, the Quantity o f  Hops 4 Pounds ; 
each London Barrel therefore o f  exported Beer leaves be
hind it in England 2s. 7d. i  Enghjh M cney, which is 
equal to 1 1 id. iV Irijb M oney upon the 32 Gallons
In jb  Meafure ; fo that the AiVertion that the Englijb 
Exporter o f  M alt Liquors draws back the whole o f  
the Duties paid upon M alt, Hops and Inland Excife 
is evidently a M iilake.

T h e  next AiTertion is, that when M alt is at, or un
der the Price o f  1/ 4 .̂ the Quarter, or 12*. the Bar
rel, the Exporter o f  Strong Beer or A le  has a Bounty 
o f  is. Englifh on each Barrel exported. A ltho ’ this 
AfTertion ihould be true, yet the Deduction drawn from 
it, is certainly falle and unfair ; the Conclufion drawn 
by the W itnefs from this Pofition is, that the Duty 
on Importation here being only i í .  od. In/bW ionty, i f  
you deduft this Bounty o f  is. Enghjh from that Sum,

the
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the Importer o f  Englijh M alt Liquor will really pay a 
Duty per Barrel, o f  no more than 2d.

T h is  Bounty which is given by the 1 ft Geo. 3d. Chap.
7. Sec. 6, is granted on the Barrel exported, on which 
it appears that the Duties have been paid; now this 
Barrel confifts o f  36 Gallons, each Gallon containing 
282 cubical Inches; the Duty o f  is. 7,d. paid on Im
portation here, is on a Barrel containing 32 Gallons at 
217 vs cubical Inches each Gallon, therefore 2 Barrels 
on which the Bounty is granted, are very nearly equal 
in Quantity, to 3 Barrels on which the Duty is paid, 
the 2 containing 20,304, and the 3 Barrels containing 
20,889 cubical Inches.

It therefore follows, that the Quantity imported here 
which pays is. 3d. Duty, -viz. 6963 Cubical Inches, 
is entitled to, and receives a Bounty in England o f  no 
more than 8 W  Irijh. A nd here it is necefl'ary to ap
prize the Reader, that the word Barrel, is an indeter
minate T e rm , applied to Veflels which contain in diffe
rent Places, very different Quantities, and being the 
technical W o rd  which the Brewers ufe to fignify the 
Veflels by which they fell their Liquor, and pay the r 
Duties, they (innocently I prefume) make uiè o f  the 
T e r m  in common, applying it fome times to one Quan
tity, fome times to another; and tho’ they know what 
Quantities they mean to expreis, yet the Public, who 
are not converfant in thofe different Meafures, are 
led into an Error, concluding that they always mean 
the fame Quantity, for Inftance,
T h e  London Barrel contains 36 Gallons, Cubical Inches.

at 282 Cubical Inches, or 10,152
T h e  Dublin Brewers Barrel 40 Gallons, at

2i 7 .5  Cubical Inches, or 8,704
A nd the Statute Barrel, Infh  32 Gallons, at

2 17 .5 , or 6,963

M S  1
( 14 )

Now
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N ow  the firft o f  thefe Barrels being that on which 
the Premium o f  \s. Englijh is paid on Exportation, and 
the lad, or 6963 Cubical Inch.es, being that on which 
the Duty o f  is. 3d is paid on Importation, and both 

•thefe Quantities being; lignified by the word Barrel, 
the Biewers by not diftinguifhin^ the difference o f  the 
Contents o f  I may fay, thefe fir/o Mealures, have I 
take for granted been deceived, and have certainly led 
the Publick into Errors, in thií, and many other In- 
fiances. •

T h e  next Affertion is, that the Englijb Brewer pays 
on Importation in Ireland for his Beer or A le, a Duty 
o f  only zd. a Barrel, whilfl the Irijb Brewer pays near 
55. 6d. a Barrel, a difference under which no T ra d e  can 
fubfift.

T h is  Aflertion confifls o f  three Parts, 1 ft T h a t  the 
Englijb B iew er pays Duty only 2d. 2dly, T h a t  the 
Irtjb Brewer pays near 5s. 6d. a Barrel; and 3dly, 
T h a t  owing to this, the Irijb  T ra d e  cannot fubfifl.

I have already fhewn, that the firft Part o f  this 
Affertion is groundlefs.

T h e  2d. Part o f  this Aflertion, v iz . that the Irijb 
Brewer pays near 55. 6d. a Ban el D uty, is another ln- 
flance o f  the Error into which the Brewers are drawn, 
by m aking Ufe o f  an indefinite T e r m , and by not 
properly diflinguifhing between the different Barrels  ̂
the Confequence however is, that the Fublick are 
mifled, for they m ufl on reading the Report imagine 
from the W ords, that the Irifb Brewer pays a Duty o f  
55. 6d. for a quantity o f  Ale, for which the Englijb 
Brewer pays on Importation but 2d. but the Truth is, 
that for 6963 Cubical Inches, or the Irijb Barrel of 32 
Gallons, for which the Englifb Importer pays is. %d. at 
Importation, the Irifb Brewer pays but 4s. 1 id. for 
where the Report fays that the Irijb Brewer pays near

5s • 6d.

2 / j é
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5 -r- 6d. it muft mean the Duty that was payable upon 
a Barrel o f  40 Gallons, containing 8704 Cubic Inches 
before the Alteration was made in the Size o f  the 
Gallon, by which the additional Duties are to be collec
ted ; for previous to this Alteration, the D uty on 40 
Gallons, or 8704 Cubic Inches, was 5*. iW . the Duty 
on that Quantity being at this D ay but 4 y. 74d. And 
here the lame Obfervation occurs, that the making ufe 
o f  another uncertain T e rm , v iz . near $s. 6d. muft 
again miilead the Publick ; for it is not pofiible for them 
to imagine, that what is called near $s. 6d. never was 
more than 5*. 1 Id. and was at the time the Evidence 
was given, but 4j. 7 y .

A s to the 3d. Part, or the Conclufion drawn from 
the whole, v iz . T h a t  under fuch difadvantages the 
Irijh  T rade cannot fubfift, I fhall fhew the unfairnefs of 
this Inference by comparing the Duties and neceifary 
Expences paid by the Importer o f  Englijh Malt Liquors, 
with the Duties paid by the Irijh Erewer on the fame 
Quantity o f  Liquor ; and in doing this, I fhall afcertain 
in Irijh M oney, the Duties which are left behind in En

gland  on Exportation, the Duties which are paid here 
on Importation, the Expence incurred on bringing to 
Ireland, and the Bounty received on Exportation in 
England, on a Barrel Irijh containing 32 Gallons at 
2 1 7 ,5  Cubic Inches, and I fhall then fhew what Duty 
the Irijh Brewer pays for the fame Quantity.

The
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T h e  Duties on M alt and Hops in England, not s. d.
drawn back, are on 32 Gallons Irijh, - - 1 11 ^

T h e  Proportion o f  the 3J. per T o n  deducted 
out o f  the 8s. drawn back on the Exporta
tion is - - - - -  - o  o\

T h e  Duty on Importation in Ireland is -  - i 3
T h e  Freight is, per Barrel, - -  2 8:
T h e  Port Charges, Commiiiion, à?c> -  0 2

T o ta l -* 6 I &
P e d u ft  from this the Bounty received in Eng-

land on 3 2 Gallons Irijh, - -  o  8/3*

A n d  there will remain real Charge on 32 Irijb 
Gallons o f  Enghjb M alt Liquor, imported 
into Ireland, - - -  - 5 4

T h e  D uty paid by the Irijh Brewer on 32
Gallons Irijb^ is -  - ■ 4  i {

Dedudt this Sum, and there will remain in 
Favour o f  the Irijh Brewer, on 3 2 Gallons 
Irijh , - *- -  i  2 !

From  this State it'appears, that every Affertion made 
in the Report is erroneous -, and on the whole, that 
inltead o f  the Irijb Brewer being at an Expence o f  55. 6d. 
for a Quantity o f  M alt Liquor, for which the Enghjb 
Brewer pays but id . the Fact is, that the Enghjh Brew
er importing into Ireland, is at the Expencc oi gs. 4A. 
for a Quantity for which the Irijb Brewer pays but 
4*. i \d. ib that dating the Account critically and fair
ly, it appears that the Irijh Brewers have at all T im es  
an Advantage over the Englijh Importer o f  M alt L i
quors, o f  i s. z\d. in 32 Gallons Infb  ; and when M alt 
is above 1 1. 4s. a Quarter in England, he has an A d 
vantage o f W. I I id . over the Englijh Brewer importing 
into Ireland.

C But
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But fuppofe the F a d s  to be the reverfe o f  what I 
have fhevvn them, and that the advantages were ftrong- 
ly on the Side o f  the Englijb Brewer, yet if that Trade 
was an Object o f  national Concern, or Importance to 
Great-Bntain, it is not difficult to fee, that the Mode 
which was adopted o f  laying a T a x  on imported Eecr 
and Ale, cou’d not poilibly have anfwered the Purpcfe 
for which it was intended; I however purpoiely omit 
availing m yfelf o f  any Argum ent which may lead in 
the molt diftant manner to point out means to Great- 
Britain, by which any Attem pt o f this kind cn the 
part o f  Ireland, i f  found necelfary may be rendered 
ineffedual ; I think it the Duty o f  every wife and 
honeft.M an in either Kingdom , to coniider the Inte- 
reits o f  both as one and the fame, and to conciliate 
both Countries to each other, even in the meereit 
Trifles ; but i f  ever we complain, it lhould be upon the 
cleared and m olt certain Principles, for every caufeleis 
M urm ur is not only a Reproach to our Underftanding, 
but raifes a Prejudice againfl U s  when we are really 
in the right j let me therefore recommend it, as the 
m oil effectual M ode o f  proceeding in the prefent In- 
itance, to purfue fuch means as are within our own 
Power, and to regulate and encourage our own Brewery, 
fo as to m anufâdure a Liquor which fhall rival the 
Englijh in excellence, by which we fhall increafe the 
U ie  and Confumption o f  that Commodity amongft us ; 
and I fhall endeavour to fhew in the Courfe o f  theie 
Papers, that this we may accomplifh.

I come now to the 2d. Caufe o f  the Decline o f  the 
Brewery as fet forth in the Report, v iz. the immo
derate and increafed ufe o f  Spirits__in this Kingdom.

On this fubjed  I do not hold it neceifary to fay much, 
becaufe taking it for granted that it did operate as a 
Caufe, the Rem edy deiired has already been applied, 
great additional Duties have been laid on every Spe
cies o f  Spirits, both home-made and imported ; and

the
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the Parliament have even gone fo far as to follow them 
to the retail Shop, and to lay. a ftill heavier D uty on 
Spirit Licences ; this was the M ode pointed out by the 
Brewers themfelves, o f  preventing the Confumption 
o f  Spirituous Liquors, and o f  encouraging the uiè o f  
Beer and A le ; but this has not anfwered the Purpofe 
for which it was intended ; and I am difpoled to ima
gine that the Reafon is, that the Brewers were as much 
miftaken in the Force which they gave to this Caufe 
o f  the Decline o f  the Brewery, as they were in the 
former.

I apprehend in both Cafes they miitook the Effect 
for the Caufe, and imagined that to be the Caufe 
which was the natural Coniequence. It was in m y 
Opinion, the very bad Quality o f  the Beer and A le  
brewed in this Kingdom , which drove and forced the 
People into the U fe  and Confumption o f  other Liquors, 
and therefore it is, that the Houfe o f  Commons be
ginning at the wrong End, have been o f  no iort o f  
U fe to the Brewery, for their Endeavours to prevent 
the U fe o f  imported M alt Liquors and o f  Spirits, 
will be vain, until fuch T im e  as they oblige the Breweis 
to furnifh a wholefome, comfortable Liquor as a Sub- 
ftitute for them,

I have alfo Reafon to believe, that the Publick in 
general are very m uch miftaken in the Idea they have 
conceived o f  the valt Increale in the Coniumption o f  
Spirits. I have often heard it confidently aliened, 
that the Confumption o f  Spirits had increafed threefold 
o f what it was in the Year 1 762, when the Brewery was 
higheft.

T h is  Opinion has been taken up by fome, on ob- 
iWving a very great Increafe in the Importation o f  
Rum , fince that Period ; and by others, 011 feeing 
the Increale in the Revenue on Spirits, and this latter

C  2 was
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was the Guide which the Committee took, as appears 
from the Account annexed to their Report.

T h e  firft Clafs do not confider the Caufes of the 
increafed Importation o f  Rum  ; they are not perhaps 
acquainted with the various Alterations which have 
been made in the Laws relating to this Article 
fince the 33d. Geo. lid. Chap. 28, nor with the Effedt 
which thofe Alterations have had upon this Trade-, they 
forget that there are other Ipecies o f Spirits coniiimed 
beiides R um  ; that there is an Increafe o f  Inhabitants, 
i f  not o f Riches in this Country, which caufe an in
creafed Confumption, and tholè who judge fiom  R e
venue forget that to an increafed Confumption, there 
are added increafed Duties, and neither Clafs recollect, 
that the Ceííion o f  the Ijle o f M an  to the Crown makes 
a very confiderable Difference, as the very^clandel- juti 
tine Importation o f  Spirits fiom  thence, previous to it’s1' 
Ceifion, never cou’d appear either in the Accounts of 
Importation or Revenue, altho’ they made a confidera
ble part o f  the Confumption o f  the Country. T h a t  fmug- 
gling T rad e being now at an End, the Spirits legally im
ported to lupply the Place o f  it, make their Appearance 
in the Cuftom-houfe Books, and in the R e v e n u e-, and 
in the latter they appear much increafed in number of 
Gallons, becaufe o f  the increafed Duties.

But in order to enable the Publick to fee accurately 
and at one V iew , what the increafed Confumption of 
Spirits, and the Decreafe in the Confumption o f  Irijb 
M alt Liquor has been, I here fubjoin a T a b le  contain
ing the Quantity o f  Spirits imported into, or diftilled in 
this Kingdom  for 14 Years from 1763, diitinguiihing 
each Year, and I add the Quantity o f  Beer and Ale 
brewed in the fame Period, with it’s Produce in Reve
nue.

Years
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From the foregoing T a b le , together with the In
fluence o f  one F a d ,  v iz .  T h a t  it was not until the 
> ear 1765, that the Ij]e o f  Man was purchafed by the 
Crown , (and therefore, that Allowance muft be made 
in all preceding Years, for the clandeftine Importation 
from thence) the Reader may fee manifeftly, that the 
Increafe in the coniumption o f  Spirits has not been o f  
that M agnitude which has been generally imagined ■ 
or if  the Quantity o f  imported and home-made Spirits 

in the Year ending Lady-day 1765, which was previ- 
ous to the Ceflion o f  the IJle o f M an, be compared with 
the Quantities o f  the three lafl Years, it will appear that 
the Quantity was greater in 1765, than in 1 7 7 5 ,  by 
77,388 Gallons, independent o f  the Quantity fmuçgled 
from the IJle of M an  ; that in 1776, the Quantity impor
ted and made at home, exceeded the Quantity in 1765, 
k) 748,634 Gallons; and that in 1 7 77  ̂ Quantity
imported and home-made, exceeded the Quantity in 
17 65, by 5 5 6 ,14 4  G allons, now from the Excefs o f  
the Years 1776  and 17 7 7 , muft be dedufted the clan
deftine Importation o f  the Y ear 1765, and the dif
ference^ will be the real excefs o f Spirits, fuppofed to 
be contumed in the two latter Years, which will not be 
found fufficient to anfwer the decreafe o f  the Brewery.

H aving endeavoured to fhew that the Cauies affigned 
for the decline o f  the Brewery, are not the real ones *
I fhall now proceed to hazard my own Opinion, by 
mentioning what appears to me to be the principal, if not 
the only Caufe, together with the Reafons on which that 
Opinion is founded, which I do with diffidence on A c 
count o f  it’s Novelty, and with concern, from my appre- 
henfion o f giving Offence, becaufe it tends to cenfure the 
Practices o f M en, many o f  whom I perfonally regard, 
and all o f  whom as a publick and ufeful Body, I extreamly 
refpeft : But T ru th , at leaft what I conceive to be lo, 
requires it; an honeft Zeal to redrefs a national Evil, 
demands it ; and I hope the Event will in it’s Confe-

quences



( 24 )

qoencesto thofe very Perfons, fufficiently juftify and 
warrant it.

However ftrange the AiTertion may appear at firft 
Sight, yet I do not defpair to be able to fhew that 
the whole Mifchief has arifen from the Conduct of 
Brewers tliemfelves, from the frauds and Æbufes tïïat 
Ha^vèT5e e rP E y*^ iie  o f  that Body, pradifed on the 
Publick, the Revenue, and upon each other, which 
have laid them under a Necefiity, from T im e to 
T im e , o f reducing the quality o f the Liquor made by 
them, and at laft o f  adulterating it to fuch a degree, 
as to render it both unpalatable and unwholefome, and 
to drive the People in general into the ufe either o f Por
ter, or of Spirits, to the Deftrudion o f our T iad e and 
Manufactures, the total Ruin o f Health, and fubver- 
fion o f Peace, and good Order, among the lower Gaffes 
of- the People in this Kingdom.

Formerly the Brewery of this Kingdom flourifhed, 
becaufe it was carried on in general by Men of confide- 
rable Property ; whofe large Capitals placed them above 
Temptation, and enabled them to acquire extenfive 
Fortunes, without injuring'each other, or the Revenue.

T h e  very large Fortunes acquired by a few fuccefsful 
Individuals, made this Trade an Object to many cf 
inconfiderable Property * infomuch, that it* appears 
from the Teitim ony o f one of the Witnefîès exa
mined before the Committee, that there were at one 
T im e, no lefsthan 70 Breweries in the City oi Dublin, 
now dwindled, as he reprefents, down to 30; this 
the Witneis mentioned, to fhew the great decline in the 
Trade, not apprized, 1 take for granted, that what ap
peared to him a mark of Vigour, was the very thing 
which laid the Foundation for, and was the caufe ot
it’s iubfequent Decay j for the great Number o f in

ferior
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Ferior People, who were induced to turn Br^wprc k 
the profpetl o f  Gain, finding themfelves unable to con
tend by fair Means with their wealthv and eftablifhed 
Competitors, and unwilling to relinquiih their favourite 
Puriuit, found it neceflary to have recouriè to low 
and unjuftihable Expedients, which in their confenuen* 
ces have brought ruin on the T rad e, beggary upon 
themlelves, and difcouragement and diilrefs upon their 
once opulent Brethren.

I can have no intention to R e fle d  or Difparage I 
'peak with concern and certainty, from F a d s  which 
the Brewers themfelves have feverely felt, and in the 
laft Seffion o f  Parliament candidly acknowledged.

T h e  firft Scheme adopted by thofe neceflltous A d - 
venturers, was, to feduce and inveigle away from 
other Brewers their Cuftomers, by giving Invitations 
and extravagant Entertainments to-Publicans; they alio 
gave one Barrel to every~Cuitomer who purchafed 20, 
or in other W ords, they fold 21 Barrels for the Price 
o f  20, and when this Conduct had forced the fair ef
tablifhed Trader to do the fame, they then as a further 
inducement, gave a lecond Douceur by a Premium o f  
H a lf  a Guinea paid at Chriftmas, for every 20 Barrels 
purchafed from them during the Year ; and in Propor
tion as the Conlumers of Irijh M alt Liquors grew diicon- 
tented with the quality o f  them, thefe Enterprizers found 
it neceiTary to keep the Publicans in good humour, by 
redoubling their expences in Bribery and Diffipation * 
not confidering that the Means they took to recommend 
themfelves to the Publicans, were the very worit that 
could have been thought of, to recommend their Drink 
to the Publick, and that thofe Materials muft be fpared 
from their Liquor, that were ipent on their Tables. 
T h e  old eitablifhed and wealthy Brewers obferving that 
thofe Practices were too tempting to the Publicans to 
be refilled, and too expenfive to be borne, and know-

D  * ing



ing that they m u d  either follow them , or lofe their 
Cuftomers, they wifely retired from a Bufinefs which 
could be no longer perlevered in with Reputation and 
Emolument, and withdrawing themfelves and their 
Capitals from the T ra d e , they left thefe Adventurers 
to worry one another.

T h e  different Schemes pradifed for the purpofe of 
obtaining Cuftomers, reduced the Profits o f  the Trade 
very  much, fo that inftead o f  20s. the nominal Price 
o f  the Barrel o f  A le  containing 40 Gallons, they in 
f a d  received but i8j. the d ired  Confequence was, that 
they introduced Shifts and Frauds, in order to make 
fome Profit, or to bring the Profits as near to their for
mer as they could ; and two obvious M odes prefented 
themfelves ; the one to reduce the quantity o f  Mate
rials from which their D rink was brewed, and o f con
fequence, the quality o f  their Liquor ; and the other, 
to defraud his Majefty o f  his D uty o f  Excife ; and by 
purfuing thefe Modes, the Beer and A le brewed in this 
Kingdom  became io exceeding bad, that it was fcarcely 
polfible to drink it ; and in confequence, the People 
were abfolutely forced into the coniumption o f  Porter 
and Spirits.

T h e  extravagance in L iv in g , and the Schemes 
and Contrivances which have been related, were origi
nally invented and principally pradifed by the Brewers 
o f  Dublin -, and o f  courfe, the principal failures in that 
T ra d e , have been there ; but the Evil has not beert 
confined to the Contrivers, for the Allowances, or Ad
vantages given by the Dublin  Brewers to their Cufto
mers, muft be adopted by all others ; and it is unne- 
ceflary to fay, that the Frauds contrived by any Brew
er, will be foon univerfally known.

It muft appear at firft Sight, that the reducing the 
quantity o f  M alt and Hops, from which A le  is made, 
m uft reduce the quality o f  the A le , and I fhall endea-
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▼our to  Ihew, when I come to ilate the Frauds com
mitted on the Revenue, that they m u il alio produce the 
fame effect.

A s the Caufe here affigned for the decline o f  the 
Brewery is entirely new, 1 do not wifh that Fa£ts 
lhould at all depend upon m y Aflfertions. It will be 
therefore neceilary to enquire, whether the quality o f  
JVfalt Liquor has been reduced, what have been the 
cau leso f that Reduction, and whether the redudiion o f  
the Quality will produce the effeét o f  leffening the 
confumption.

It is faid in the Report, “  That one fourth o f the 
44 Brewers of  Dublin, have failed within the lad /even  
44 Tfars, but their Failure is attributed to the increafed 
44 Price o f M a lt, Hops, Fire and Labour o f all kind, 
44 while the Brewer is prevented from raiftng the Price 
44 of his Liquor in the fame Proportion, and confequently 
44 is obliged to lefjen the Quantity o f M alt and Hops, in  
44 order to fa v e  bimfelf, from whence the Liquor becomes 
44 lefs agreeable and nourijhing to the People ”  and to 
this the Witnefs attributes their being thrown into the 
ufe of Spirits.

From  this Paragraph it is clear, that the Brewers ac
knowledge the truth o f  two o f  m y Pofitions ; i f t ,  that 
the bad quality o f  the D rin k  made by them , has dri
ven the Publick into the ufe o f  other Liquors ; and 
2dly, T h a t  this has leffened the confumption of A le  -, 
but the caufe which has obliged the Brewer to reduce 
the quality o f  his Drink, is very differently ftated, 
from that which 1 have affigned, it is therefore abfo- 
lutely necelfary to know which is the true Caufe, in or
der to apply a proper Rem edy.

T h e
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T h e  Brewers in the Report have ailerted, that it was 
tlie advance price o f  M alt, -Hops, Fire and Labour, 
which obliged them to leffen the quantity o f  the two for
mer Articles ; and I aiTert, that it is the reducing the 
price o f  A le  from 20s. to 1 8s. by the Brewers under
felling one another, which has occaiioned it.

In order to fee which is right, the fair way will be, 
to compute upon a brewing o f  a certain quantity of 
M alt, what are the Expences, and what the Profit, 
and if it fhall appear, that a Brewer could at this Day, 
brew Drink o f  a good quality, allowing a fair Trice for 
all the Materials o f  which it is compofed, and fell that 
D rink for 20Í. a Barrel, and have a fufficient Profit, 
and that he cannot afford to fell it for i 8j . then I think 
it will be evident, that it is owing to the lowering the 
price o f  D rink, that the Quality has been reduced.

T h e  firft thing to be afcertained is, the quantity of 
M alt neceii'ary to m ake good D rink ; it is a well known 
T a d ,  that the Brewers do not put more than 7 Stone 
o f  M alt at the utmoil, to their Barrel containing 40 
Gallons at 21 7 i i  cubical Inches, or 8704 cubical In
ches ; to this quantity o f  Liquor I (hall fuppofe them 
to put 9 Stone o f  M alt ; the allowance given by 
Brewers in England to their Porter, is at the rate of 9 
Stone o f  M alt to 36 Gallons at 282 cubical Inches, or 
10152 cubical Inches; fo that as 36 G allonsEngUJb, 
m ake 46 Gallons In jh , and 142 -nt cubical Inches ; if 
9 Stone o f  M alt be iufficient for 36 Gallons Englijb, it 
m uit be much more than fufficient for 40 Irijh Gallons. 
I am fenfible that Englijh M alt is in quality much bet
ter than In jh  ; and therefore, that 9 Stone o f  Englijb 
M alt will go further than the fame quantity o f  Injb  
M alt, but as 9 Stone o f  Englijb M alt is fufficient for 46 
Gallons o f  In jh  A le, I take it for granted, that 9 Stone 
oi Irijh M alt is lufficient for 40 Gallons j that propor

tion
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tion allowing 6 Gallons for the fuperior quality o f  the 
Englijb M alt.

T h e  next thing to be afcertained is, the price o f  
M alt and Hops, which muit be fettled by fome certain 
Average ; I have procured from Gentlemen who have 
dealt in thefe Articles, the prices o f  them from the 
Year 1763, the time that the Brewery flood higheft, 
to die Y ear 1 7 7 5 , on which let the A verage be ftruck.

Years. M alt per 
Earrel.

Hops per 
Cent.

s. d. /. s. d.
1 7 6 3 13 6 4 0 0
1 7 6 4 1 2 6 4 0 0
1 7 6 5 IO 6 5 0 0
1 7 6 6 !3 6 6 0 0
1 7 6 7 1 2 6 5 10 0
1 7 6 8 I I 0 5 0 0
17 69 IO 0 4 1 0 0
1 7 7 0 i iS 0 7 0 0
1 7 7 1 1 4 0 9 0 0
1 7 7 2 12 0 7 10 0 ;
1773 11 6 7 10 O
1774 11 6 6 0 O
1775 11

6 4 TO O

A verage 12 2'i 5 15 4 *

It appears from this Account, that the real average 
price o f M alt during this period, was 12s. 4 U i  and a 
Fradtion, and that the real average price o f  Hops was 
by the Hundred 5/. 15/. 4 id. and a Fraction, or t 2\d. 
by the Pound. But I fhall charge in my Calculation 
Malt at 13/. a Barrel, becaufe that was the price at 
which the Brewers eilimated it, when examined before 
the Houfe o f  Commons in the SelHon 1775? anc* f ° r
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the fame reafon, I fhall charge Hops at is. id . a Pound, 
or 7/. a Hundred.

It remains now only to fettle the quantity of Hops 
which lhall be ufed in this Brewing ; and here I fhall 
obferve that the quantity I fhall make ufe of in my 
Calculation, is two Pounds to every 12 Stone of Malt -y 
in England they make a greater allowance o f Hops, 
but the reafon is, that they keep the Drink a long time 
before they fend it out to their Cuftomers, whereas here 
Drink is fent out in five Days after brewing to the Re
tailers, who never keep it for any length of time.

Having now fettled the quantities of Materials to be 
made ufe of, and alio the Price at which they fhall be 
rated, I proceed to make the Calculation, only obferv- 
ing that as Brewers have more or lefs Bufinefs, fome 
brewing twice, fome three times, fome four, and fome 
five times a W e e k ;  I have computed the Profit on 
one, two and three brewings as I luppofe on an average 
Brewers may work three times a W eek, and I have 
eftimated each brewing at 63 Barrels, becaufe that is 
in general the Quantity they brew, altho’ there are 
much greater Lengths drawn by fome of the Brewers.

A  Calcu
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From the foregoing Account I think it may appear 
that a Brewer might afford to brew Drink o f  a good 
Quality, i f  he could fell that Liquor at the rate o f 205. 
a Barrel without deduction, and i f  he could afford to 
dofo, it is clear that it was not the price of the Mate
rials which obliged him to leflen the Quality ct his 
D rin ks it appears alfo, that the lowering the price of 
A le  from 205. to 1 Ss. would fo reduce the Profit of 
the Brewer, that he would be obliged to reduce the 
Quality o f his D rink, or to find out iome other Mode 
o f  re-emburfing himfelf, and therefore I think it may 
be fairly concluded, that the Caufe which I have af- 
figned, has really pioduced the reduction of the Qua
lity of M alt Liquor.

*  T h e  C a lc u la t io n  here g iv e n ,  is m a d e  u p o n  the faireft P i in c i-  # 
pies, and the v e r y  beft In fo rm a tio n  w h ic h  the A u t h o r  c o u ld  obta in  ; 
b u t  he b y  no  m ea n s inten ds to  infiit on it as c r it ic a l ly  exa£ t, there 
a re  m a n y  C ir c u m fta n c e s  w h ic h  can  b e  k n o w n  o n ly  to  the G e n t l e 
m en co n c e rn e d  in th e  B r e w in g  T r a d e ,  fu c h  tilin gs m a y  be om itted, 
b u t  i f  th ev  are , there are v e r y  h ig h  a l lo w a n c e s  m ad e  on  the other- 
fide in the price  o f  e v e r y  A r t ic le ,  fo that the A u t h o r  hopes th a t  the 
C a lc u l a t i o n  is n o t fa r  w r o n g .

It  m u l l  o c c u r  to  e v e r y  o n e ,  th a t  fro m  this Pro fit  o f  1834/. 6s. 
m u lt  be d ed u cted  the Intereft o f  th e  C a p ita l  e m p lo y e d  in the T r a d e ,  
a n d  a ll lofles b y  bad  D e b t s ,  a n d  th e  v a r io u s  A c c id e n ts  to  w h ic h  this 
T r a d e  is fubje6t in th e  v a r io u s  procefTes o f  it, and  the fame O b ie r v a -  
t ion s m u ft  be e xten d ed  to  a ll  the C a lc u la t io n s  on  this  S u b je c t  in the 

c o u r ie  o f ,  o r  fu b jo in e d  to this w o rk .

I come
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I come now to confider whether the reducing the 
Quality o f  Liquoi will leilen the Confumption ui it.

T h e  Brewers have confefled in the Paragraph before 
cited, that by leffening the Quantity ot Malt and Hops, 
the Liquor becomes lefs agreeable and nourifhing to 
the People, and that this drives them into the ule o f  
Spirits, which mu ft o f  confequence leiien the Con- 
fumption o f  M alt Liquor.

It has been before fhewn, that the Confumption in 
1773., was êis the Confumption o f  the Y ear
1763, by 177 ,9 70  Barrels ; it has been (hewn alfo, that 
the.e was an increafed Importation o f  Porter in the 
fame Period o f  29740 Barrels, and that great Part o f  
this Porter was brought in, for the purpofe o f  mixing 
with our A le , to raiie the Quality, and thereby pro
mote the Sale; it is clear from this, that i f  our A le  
was manufactured o f  as good a Quality as it is when 
mixed with Porter, there would be no occafion for the 
mixture, and o f  courie, for the Importation of Porter 
ufed for that purpofe.

A s a further Proof that the Confumption is affeded 
by the Quality, I fhall mention the following Fact.

In the Y ear ending at Lady-day 1760, the Excife o f  
Cork was 10,715/. i 8j. i\d. A t  Michaelmas following, 
the Brewers entered into a voluntary and mutual Agree
ment, that they would ceafe from the Fraud they were 
at that time committing, viz. (th e m ixing A le  with Small 
beer, and felling the mixture as A le  ; or in other W ords, 
the reducing the Quality o f  their A le,) and that they 
would raife the Price o f A le , fo as to equal what they 
gained by this Fraud ; and the event was, that the 
Revenue rofe in the following Y ear, ending L ad y- 

' day 1 7 6 1 ,  to 13)394/* 17s- 1d* the Year following,
E  2 ending



ending Lady-day 1762, it rofe to 16,900/. 12s. 2 'd. 
and at Lady-day 1763, it produced 19,361/. 14J. 3 \d.

, From  this Fadt it appears, that the Confumpticn de
pends upon the Quality o f  the Liquor ; for it is certain, 
that no fooner was the Practice o f  mixing Small-beer 
with Ale, or in other W ords, o f  reducing the Quality 
o f  A le put a (top to, than the Confumption encrealed 
as well as the Revenue ; for if  this encreaie o f R eve
nue had proceeded folely from a full payment of the 
Duties, the utmoll rife would have been produced in 
the firft compleat Year after the Agreement had taken 
place; whereas, the rife was progreilive, and at the 
higheft in the laft Year ; altho’ at that tune the 
Brewers who entered into the Allocation, began to 
labour under ftrong Difadvantages, lor pending the 
Agreem ent, new M en who were not bound by it, 
had gone into the Bufinefs for the very purpole of fet
ing out in the old fraudulent way, and underielling 
them, who were thereby obliged to return to their old 
Pradtices, by which the Duties fell again ; and here 
the fame Argum ent arties in Demonftiation, that the. 
Confumption as well as the Duty, was affedted by the 
adulteration o f  the Liquor -, for the decreafe o f  the 
Excife was not fudden, by the falling o f  the A gree
ment but gradual, from 1763 to 1772, at which Year 
it ltood at 10,780/. within 65/. o f  what it was in the 
Year 1760, when the Agreem ent was entered into.

M any other Argum ents might be brought here to 
ihevv, that the Ccnfumption depends upon the Quality 
o f  the Liquor ; but as I fhall have eccafion to men
tion many Circumftances which will further prove the 
truth o f  this Pofition, when I come to (hew the proper 
Rem edies for the prefent declining ftate o f  the Brewery, 
and the Modes by which it may be reftored ; I fhall 
bring no further Proofs at prefent, but fhall proceed to 
fhew, that the Frauds committed on the Revenue, muft

c 36 )



alib lower the Quality o f  M alt l  iquor, and o f  courfe 
leíien .h i  Confumption * and this will beft appear from 
a consideration o f  the M odes made ufe o f  for this pur- 
pofe.

T h e  three principal M odes o f  defrauding the R eve
nue in the Brewery are, l i t ,  by palling D rink o f a Q ua
lity fuperior to Small-beer, on the Gauger as Sm all- 
beer, paying Duty for it as fuch, and felling it as A le  ; 
this at firft light muft appear a Fraud which injures the 
Quality o f  Aie, as it is in fa d  brewing A le  o f  an infe
rior Quality.

2dly, By private Brewing, or concealing a Part, or 
the whole o f  a Brewing from the Officer, in order to 
evade a payment o f  D uty, for io much as ihall be con
cealed.

gdly, B y m aking A le  o f  a fuperior Quality, and af
terwards reducing it, by m ixing with it Small-beer and 
felling the mixture as A le ; the confequence is, that 
the Brewer thereby faves fo much Excife, as amounts 
to the difference between the Duties o f  Small-beer and 
Ale, on the quantity o f  Small-beer fo mixed ; or in 
other W ords, he fells as Ale, a coniiderable quantity o f  
Liquor, for which he paid D uty as Small-beer only.

T h e  direft Confequence o f  the laft two Frauds, is to 
render the D rink much worfe than it otherwife would 
be, i f  fairly brewed from even the fame quantity o f  
Malt ; for the grateful Flavour o f  Beer and A le, de
pends as much upon the Method o f  m aking it, as up
on any other Circumftance whatever ; and A le made 
from a certain quantity o f  Materials, carefully and ju- 
dicioufly manufactured, ihall be o f  much higher Value, 
and in much greater R equeil, than Liquor ill manufac
tured from the fame or any greater quantity o f M a- 
. e n d .

, x 6 a
( 37 )
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T h e  excellence o f  A le confifts very much in a pure 
Extract being made fiom the Malt, and the Fermen
tation being earned on and perfected without diftur- 
bance ; now in the progrels o f  the Practices above men
tioned, there muft be a frequent fhifting and hiding of 
the Liquor, to conceal or difguife it;  the unexpected 
arrival o f  an Officer, will haftcn or delav the different

• * J

fteps o f the Procefs, and perhaps fpoil a whole Brew
ing.

T h e  mixing o f  Liquors which are o f  different Qua
lities, altho’ it be done with the utmoft Judgment and 
Care, and at the very beft T im e , will fometimes caufe 
a fécond Fermentation, and frequently prevent the per
fect fining o f  the Liquor io mixed, and injure both it’s 
Colour and Flavour.

T o  thofe already mentioned, the fraudulent Erewer 
adds many other Difadvantages ; he muft work irregu
larly, and at irregular Hours ; he muft give his Ser
vants higher W ages and larger Allowances o f D rin k ; 
he muft bear with their Idlenefs and Drunkenefs ; he 
muft bribe many Perfons to keep his Secrets ; he muft 
have a very great additional number o f  Veffels where
with to execute his Frauds ; he muft have frequent Iof
fes by his D iin k  turning four, or otherwife fpoiling ; 
he muft fell at lower Prices than the fair T ra d e r ;  he 
muft often ftand expenfive Lawfuits, and fometimes 
pay heavy Penalties.

T o  make amends for all thefe Drawbacks on his Pro
fits, he has recourfe to the ufe o f  many Arts ; he re
duces the quantity o f  his Ingredients; he lubftitutes 
cheap Materials in the place o f thofe which are more 
expenfive ; he praótites many M odes o f  giving a falfe 
Strength, T a fte  and Colour to his Liquor ; he makes 
ufc o f  Molalles o f  Gentian R cot, ot W orm w ood, of 
Coloquintida and M adder ; the Deception however,

does



does not laft long ; the former Confiimer o f  wholefome 
and palatable A le , cannot be periuaded to drink this 
Compolition, and the Confumption univerfally fails.

In order to illuilrate this Matter by an Exam ple, I 
ihall mention here another Fad;.

M r . ---------- , a Brewer in Cork, followed the Prac
tices o f  his Brethren in that T ra d e , and made ufe o f  
feveral Modes o f defrauding the Revenue, and parti
cularly praililed the m ixing o f  A le  and Small-beer ; 
after fome Years he fat down and computed his Gain 
and his Loft, by purfuing his T rad e  in this way, and  ̂
finding him felf a Lofer, he came to the Collector ot 
Excife, and offered to enter into an Engagement with 
him, that if  he would intercede with the Commilfioners 
o f  the Revenue, and get two Informations for 20/. 
each, which were then entered againil him withdrawn, 
that he would for the future, forfake all his Frauds, 
Brew fairly, a d  U prightly, and pay all his Duty to the 
Crown ; the Collector naturally doubted o f  the Since
rity o f  this Gentleman, but on his fairly confeifing that 
his M otive for the offer was, that he loft by his Frauds : 
T h e  Collector did intercede with the Board, who ccn- 
fented to let the two Informations be withdrawn, and 
the Confequence was, that from the T im e  the Gentle
man entered into this Engagem ent, and forfook his 
Frauds, his Excife has increatèd in the following man
ner.

His Excife was in the Y ear /• s. d.
ending Michaelmas - - 1 772» " ^36 5 0

I amounted to at Michaelmas 1773» “ H 5 2 1 4- 9 '*
Ditto, 1774» - 2249 5 1 0 *
Ditto, I 775> - 2488 3 11
Ditto, 17 7 6 , -  2685 10 7 i
D itto, 1 7 7 7 ,  - 3° 7  ̂ *4 9*

T h e



T h e  good Confequences o f  this Gentleman’s Refor
mation did not flop with the increafe o f his own Excife, 
for his Brother, who was alio a Brewer, was influenced 
by his Example, and his Excife has riien in the follow- * 
ing manner.

His Excife was in the Year /. s. d.
ending Michaelmas - - 1772, -  541 0 I c

Ditto,
Ditto,

1 7 73» - 93° 4 84
*774, - 1 3 0 7 8 H i

Ditto, 1775, - 1 5 0 0 8 7
Ditto, 1776 , - 1 6 4 1 2 8i
Ditto, 1777» -  1931 J7 2̂

I have feen this Gentleman’ s Brewery, where I obfer * 
ved above 300 Calks piled up and lying ufelefs, with 
which he foi merly praclifed his Frauds o f mixing Ale 
and Small-beer, and o f  concealing.

From  this State o f  F a d s  it appears, that this G en 
tleman has verified the foregoing Obfervations, and has 
proved that the Pra&ices o f  the fraudulent Brewer, lead 
him into LoiTes and Expences which induce him to take 
every M ode o f  Re-emburfing him felf; and I think it 
appears from vvhat has been faid, that the general 
M odes purfued muft injure the Quality o f  his Drink, 
and o f  Courfe, leiTen the U fe and Confumption o f  it ; 
and from this it follows, that the Frauds pradtifed by 
Brewers on the Revenue, by injuring the Quality of 
M alt Liquors, tend equally with the reducing the Quan
tity o f  the Materials ufed in Brewing, to caufe the pre* 
fent Decline in-the Brewery o f Ireland.

I f  the decline o f  the Brewing T ra d e  o f  this King
dom be owing to the bad Quality o f  M alt Liquors 
brewed in it, in which pofition I think the Brewers and 
I are agreed, whether that bad Quality t e  caufed by 
the neceiïïty the Brewers are under from the increafed



price o f  M alt, Hops, Fire, and Labour o f  all kinds, 
o f  reducing (as they have alledged) the quantity o f  
Materials from which their A le  is made, or it be owing 
to their underfelling one another, and thereby reducing 
the Price to 1 8s. a Barrel, as I have endeavoured to 
fhew: T h e  M ode o f  reftoring the Brewery to it’s former 
Credit, and o f  increafing the Ccnfumption o f  Irijb  
M alt Liquors, will in either Cafe be the fame, v iz . to 
reflore them to the Quality which they poifeiTed before 
the prefent Decline began, and then to take away the 
Inducement, and the means o f  cheating the R eve
nue.

T h e  Modes o f  bringing about thefe very defirable 
Ends are fubmitted to the W ifdom  o f  Parliament, who 
will undoubtedly purfue the m oil falutary and effectual 
means o f  Redrefs. A m ongft the different Expedients 
which have occurred to the Author, the two following 
feem to him moft practicable and probable, v iz .  the 
one to oblige the Brewers to brew their D rink accord
ing to a certain Standard o f  Materials ; that is, that they 
fhould extract a certain quantity o f D rink, from a cer
tain quantity o f  M alt and Hops, and that they fhculd 
be allowed to make ufe o f  no other Materials in brew
ing ; the other is, to ordain by Law , that no M an fhall 
fell a Barrel o f  A le  containing 40 Gallons, under a cer
tain Price, which fhould be io regulated as to give the 
Brewer a reafonable Profit on D rin k  brewed from a 
fufficient quantity o f  M alt and Hops.

As to the firft, v iz . T h e  eftablifhing a certain Stan
dard o f Materials, from which the Brewers fhall brew 
their Drink ; I would have that fuch a Standard, as 
ihould allow the D rink to be equal to Englijb imported 
Beer.

T h e  Standard by which they brew in England is o 
Stone o f  M alt to a Barrel o f  Porter, and 4 Pounds o f  
Hops * and 3 btone o f  M alt to a Barrel o f  Small-beer,
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and from 10 Ounces to a Pound o f Hops, according to 
the Seafon o f  the Year ; this is the Allowance given to 
the Barrel Enghjh, containing 36 Gallons, which I have 
before mentioned, to be more than equal to the 40 
Gallons Irtjb mealure.

T w o  Obje&ions occur to this Propofèî, firft, the im
practicability o f  afcertaining whether or no, the Brewer 
had really ufed the quantity o f  Materials prefcribed , 
and next it will be faid, that the Brewer cannot afford 
to brew according to fuch a Standard at the prefent 
price o f  D rink, v i z . 18s. a Barrel.

A s  to the firft Obje&ion, it is-extreamly difficult to 
anfwer it ; for confidering that M alt varies fo much in 
it’s Qualities, it will be fcarcely poflible to fay from 
the T a fle , whether or no, the proper Quantity has 
been really ufed ; but as every Regulation o f  this fort 
m uft be made on a Suppofition, that the M alt to be 
ufed, is to be o f  a certain Quality, it muft be prefumed, 
that M alt, o f  which 9 Stone is fufficient for a Bar
rel o f  A le, muft be M alt o f  a reafonable good Quality, 
and i f  the Quality o f  that M alt was once afcertained, 
the quantity o f  M alt o f  an inferior Sort to be ufed, 
muft be increafed in proportion to the decreafe o f  it’s 
Quality.

T h e  Officers o f  the Revenue m ight then, by taking 
the Gauge o f  the Grains, at the fame T im e  that they 
took the Gauge o f  the D rink, afcertain whether the 
proper quantity o f  M alt had been ufed.

A s to the fécond Objeótion, that the Brewers cannot 
afford to brew at this Standard, for the prefent Price, 
v iz .  1 8s. a Barrel, let that be afcertained, and i f  it be 
found that they cannot, let the Price o f  D rink be raifed 
fo as to give them a fair Profit on their Sale to the R e
tailer, and the Retailer a reafonable Profit on his Re

tail,
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tail, but let the Publick have good D rink, and for the 
EffeCl which this would have, I muft lefer to the A c 
count which I before gave, o f  the Agreem ent entered 
into by the Brewers o f  Cork, in the Year 1760, and 
the Confequences which it produced on the Conlump- 
tion and the Revenue ; and here it may be proper to 
obferve, that if  either o f  the Schemes above propcfed, 
had been at diat T im e  eftablifhed by Law , the A gree
ment then entered into by the Brewers, m ight have 
exiited to this D ay, and both the Confumption and 
the Revenue might have continued to increafe, as 
that wou’d have prevented effectually the Evil which 
happened, and by which the Agreem ent was overturned; 
for if  the Brewers who went into the T rade at that 
T im e  had been obliged to brew from a certain quan
tity o f  Materials, and to (ell at a certain Price, they 
could not have underfold the fair Brewer, and therefore 
the fair Brewers might have continued to have brewed 
good D rink, and to have fold it for the full Price
o f  ZOS.

A s to the fécond M ethod o f  refloring the Quality *)f 
Malt Liquor, v iz . to ordain by L aw  that no M an 
(hall fell a Barrel o f  A le  containing 40 Gallons, under 
a certain Price, which fhoiTld be fo fettled as to g ive  the 
Brewer a reafonable Profit on A le, brewed from a fuf- 
ficient quantity o f  Materials. I apprehend, that this 
alone would be fufficient to reitore the Brewery, lor the 
fair Brewers would immediately find it their Íntereít to 
brew good D rink, and to charge the full Price ; and i f  
any Brewer fhould attempt to underfell another, or to 
evade the L aw , he m u d  be immediately dilcovered ; 
and where it would be lb manifeftly their Intereil, it is 
to be imagined the Brewers would take care to put the 
Law in execution, and to puniih the Offender.

I am well aware that it will be objeited, that this 
lalt Propofal is in contradiction to the general Princi
ples of T rad e, which finds it’s own Level in the Pri-

F  z  ces



ces o f Commodities, and that altho* it has often been 
found neceifary to keep down the Price o f  a Manufac
ture, it rarely, if  ever, has happened, that the l.egifla- 
ture have interpofed to raife the Price.

Altho’ I muft acknowledge the T ru th  o f  this gene
ral maxim o f  T rad e, yet I think there may be particu
lar Exceptions to it, and that the prefent Cafe may well 
come under fuch Defcription.

T h e  View in raifing the Price o f  Irijh Beer and Ale, 
is in the prefent Inftance, to afcertain the Quality of 
them, that the Brewer may be enabled by the addi
tional Price, to m ake them o f  fuch Quality, as fhall 
induce a general Coniumption, and thereby prevent the 
ufe o f  other Liquors, which at prefent come at a higher 
Expence to the Confumei s, and draw from this Nation 
very confiderable fums o f  M oney, and therefore altho’ 
there may be an immediate Charge induced upon In
dividuals, yet we fhall on confideration find, that a 
great future laving will be produced, not only to the 
Confumer, but alfo to the Publick.

One o f  the fatal Confequences o f  the bad Quality of 
Beer and A le  brewed in Ireland, has been the great in- 
creafed Importation o f  foreign M alt Liquors ; thefe are 
either drank plain, or mixed with our A le, as has been 
before mentioned ; for the former the Confumer pays 
4 d. a Quart, for the latter mixed half and half $d.
If home-brewed Beer and A le continue to be made of 
the prefent bad Quality, the effedt will be, a continual 
increated Importation o f  M alt Liquor, and adecreafe in 
the Confumption o f  our Beer and A le  ; it will then fol
low, that the Conlumers o f  imported Malt Liquors will 
pay for tl;em i f  drank genuine 4d. i f  mixed 3^. per 
Qnart, whereas, if .  A  le fhould be raifed even fo high as ,
i A $s. 4 d. a Barrel, it would be fold by the Quart at
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2 \d. fo that the raifing o f  the Price, would not only 
prevent a great inc,eafed Importation, but would 
bring good D rink o f  a merchantable Quality, cheaper 
to the Conlumer, than it is likely to be without fome 
Regulation.

In the prefent Cafe, the prefcribing a Price, is merely 
for the purpoie of afcertaining the Quality, which is 
become abfolutely indilpenfible from the particular Cir- 
cumftances o f  this Manufacture and the Dealers in it, 
for the fair Brewer has both the fraudulent Brewer and 
the Retailer to contend with, the former for fo m uch 
as he can fell, the worfe the Liquor the greater will be 
his Profit, and the Retailer is interefted, or thinks he is, 
in favour o f  Porter, on which he has a much greater 
apparent Profit ; the only Method therefore that I can 
fuggeit to eftablifh a good Com m odity where fuch 
Temptations are againft it, is totally to aboliih the bad, 
which I imagine might be done by the M ode here pro- 
poled, but i f  any better Method fhould be difcovered 
to reftore the Brewing T rad e, I fhall not be found par
tial to the Production o f  my own Brain.

Exclufive o f  this general Objection, it is afTerted by 
the Brewers in their Evidence in 1773, as appears from 
the Report, that the price o f  A le  cannot be raifed, for 
that if  it was, nothing would be fold but Porter.

T o  this I anfwer, firft that the Brewers o f  Cork in 
1760, raifed the Price o f  their D rink, and at the fame 
T im e improved the Quality o f  it, and that the EffeCt 
was, as has been before mentioned, a very great in- 
creafed Confumption.

I do readily agree, that i f  they were_to raife the 
P rice o f  their D rink, without improving the Quality o f  
it, that little would be drank but Porter, but i f  they 
were to brew a Liquor equaTTn Quality to Porter, and

2 ? 6
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to fell that at a higher Price than they now do Ale, 
but at a lower than they can afford to fell Porter, I lay 
that fuch a Liquor will be bought in preference to 
Porter.

T h e  Queftion therefore really is, whether a Liquor 
cannot be brewed o f  equal Quality with Porter and fold 
cheaper.

T h e  Brewer now gets for hrs A le, about one /. s. d.
Penny-farthing Half-farthing a Quart, or

18 0by the Barrel -  - 0
T h e  Retailer fells it at 2d. a Quart, or by the

Barrel - - i 6 8

T h e  Retailer has a Profit o f 0 8 8

T h e  Importing Porter Merchant fells his Por
ter to the Retailer for 2 [d. a Quart, or by
the Barrel for i 13 4

T h e  Retailer fells it at 4d. a Quart, or by
the Barrel for 2 13 4

T h e  Retailer’s Profit is i 0 0

I f  the Erewer fold his A le  for Three-half
pence Farthing a Quart, it would be by the
Barrel - i 3 4

If  the Retailer fold that A le at Tw o-pence
Half-penny a Quart, it would be by the
Barrel - f 13 4

T h e  Retailer’s Profit would be -  -  o  10 o

Therefore if  the Brewer can afford to brew a Malt 
Liquor equal in Quality to Porter, and to fell it for 
1 1. 0,5. 4d. and the Retailer fhould fell that for 11. 13.Í. 4.d. 
und fell Porter for 2/. 13J. j\d. then the Retailer would

gain



gain by the Sale o f  fnch A le  i os. inftead o f  8s. 8A. 
which he now has, and the Confumer would faye per 
Barrel i /.

In order to fhew that the Brewers can m ake fuch a 
Liquor from the fame quantity o f  M alt from which 
Porter is made, I have in the following T a b le  made a 
Calculation upon the fame Principles that I aflumed in 
m y former Calculation on 63 Barrels o f  Ale*

( 47 )

9

6

T o  9 Stone of M alt s.
at 13d. a Stone, - 9

T o  2 Pound o f Hops 
at is. 3d. a Pound 2

Expence attending 
the brewing o f  
eachBarrel of A le , 
fuppofing that 
there is but one 
brewing in the 
W e e k  - 2 7

T h e  D uty net, o f  
one Barrel o f  40 
Gallons -  -  5 1}

d. ( T o  40 Gallons o f  /. 
A le  fold for - 1 

T o  the Barm o f  
ditto o

T o  the Grains o f 
ditto -  - o

T otal expence o f  
one Barrel to the 
Erewer - - 19 11

s. d.

3 4

T o ta l 1 5 6  
D eduftExpences o  19 11 +

Remains Profit
per Barrel - o  5 6 J

If then the Brewer fold his A le  for 
And the Retailer fold it to the Publick for 
And alio fold Porter for -

T h en  the Brewer would gain per Barrel
T h e  Retailer per Barrel -
And the Confumer would fave per Barrel

/. s. 
i 3
1 13
2 13

d.
4
4
4

o  5 61
o  ÏO o 
z o o
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It follows from this, that the Brewer can make a 

Liquor from a quantity o f  M alt equal to that from 
which Porter is made, and can fell it for i I. 3s. 4A. 
whereas the Porter Merchant fells his Porter for 
1/. 13J. 4d. and therefore there appears to be no dan
ger from Porter, i f  A le  fhould be raifed fo high as 
1/. $s. 4d. a Barrel.

In this Calculation I have allowed a very high Price 
to every thing on the Debtor fide ot the Account, and 
I have calculated the Expences on the Principles ufed 
in the former Calculation on 63 Barrels o f  Ale, and 
have eftimated them on one Brewing in the W e e k  
onlv, for i f  there were two Brewings in the W e e k  of 
63 Barrels each, then the Expence o f  each Barrel 
would be only is. 7 \d. and if  there were three Brew
ings in the W e e k , then the Expence o f each Barrel 
would be only is. $d. whereas I have charged 2s. 7d. 
the Expcnce on one Brewing only.

T h e  W itnefs whofe Evidence is dated in the Report 
o f  the Committee in 1773 , has given his Realon tor 
thinking that i f  the price o f  A le  was raifed in the 
fmalleit degree, nothing would be fold but Porter ; and 
it is this, that as the Publicans have at prefent a greater 
Profit by felling Porter than A le, i f  A le  was to be 
raifed higher in Price, they would have a lefs Profit 
than they have at prefent by felling it, therefore they 
would fell none, but retail all Porter.

T h is  Argum ent is founded on a falfe Principle, for 
it fuppoles that the Brewers are to raife the Price of 
their A le to the Retailers, and that the Retailers are 
not to raife it to the Pubiick, but to continue to 
fell at T w o-pence a Quart, whereas the Scheme is, 
that fo foon as the Brewer raifes his Price to the R e
tailer, that the latter fhould raife his to the Pubiick, 
and inftead o f  m aking a lefs Profit, he is to have a 
greater than he has at prefent.



In the next Place, i f  this Argum ent proves any 
thing it proves too much, for i f  the Retailers having a 
greater Profit on the fale o f  Porter than Ale, could 
m ake them fell nothing but Porter, why does it not 
operate now, for at this M om ent they apparently have 
near three times as great Profit by felling Porter, as by 
felling Ale.

\\  hen the whole Cafe is fairly ftated, it will appear 
that there is really no danger, either from the Importer, 
or the Retailer o f  Porter, altho* A le  fhould be railed in 
Price to 1/. $s. 4d. to the Retailer, and to 1/. 13^. 4d. 
to the Publick.

Porter is now fold to the Retailer at 2 Id. a 
Quart, or by the Barrel o f  40 Gallons 

Ale is fold to him, the 40 Gallons for 
He Retails Porter at 4d. a Quart, or the 40 

Gallons for 
And A le  for 2d. a Quart, or the 40 Gallons 

for
So that he has a Profit on Porter o f  1 id. a 

Quart, or by the 40 Gallons o f  
And on the fame Quantity o f  A le  o f

It follows, that as the Profit on the fale o f  a Barrel 
of Porter is fo very much higher than on the fale ' o f  a 
Barrel o f  Ale, i f  the Argum ent would operate at all, 
it muil operate at prefent ; for there can be no fort o f  
doubt, but that the Publican would rather have 11. than 

8d. but the Fact is, that as the Confumption does not 
depend upon what the Publican choofes to fell, but upon 
what the Publick choofe to purchafe, the Retailer m uil be 
aiTorted with the Goods which are demanded, and if  
the Publick can buy Ale, o f  equal Quality with Porter, 
that is brewed from the lame Quantity of M al^  for lefs 
Money, they will purchafe A le  ; now I have ffiewn 
tHat ^ T e ~ o T  equal ' Quality with Porter, can be

G  fold
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1 13 4
0 1 8  o

2 13 4

1 6 8

1 0 0
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fold by the Brewer at 1/. 3-i- 4 -̂ an(  ̂ retailed by the I 
Publican at 1/. 135. 4 ^ .  a n d  that the Brewer w.U have 
a Profit per Barrel o f  55. &.d. and the Retailer o f  io '. 
that i.% he will have 15. more than he has Pr*j~J 
fent -, now if at this Dav he retails A le, notwithft end
ing he has a much greater Profit by retailing Porter, 
will giving him a greater Profit on A le, prevent his Re-

tailing it?

A nd if  the Retailer can afford to retail A le  o f  equal 
Q u a l i t y  with Porter for il.  13*. 4 -̂ and has a Profit ot 
10} on it, what Fear can there be o f  his being undetfold 
by Porter, which coils the Retailer 1/. 13J. 4 -̂ 111 the 
firft Inftance, the very Sum  total for which he is ena
bled to retail his Ale.

On the whole therefore, i f  the Brewer raifed the 
Price o f  his D rink fo as to have a reafonable Profit on 
good D rink, and fo as to allow a -reafonable Profit to 
the Retailer felling at 2 ^ .  a Quart, Porter cou d not 
interfere, becaufe then the Retailer wou’d be enabled 
to fell A le o f  equal Quality with Porter, for the ori
ginal Price which he paid the Merchant for his Porter ; 
and therefore by whatever Profit he had on the Sale or 
Porter, by fo much muft A le  underfell Porter.

I have hitherto confidered this Argum ent on the 
Principles laid down by the Brewers, and have taken 
for granted, that the Profit o f  the Retailer o f  Porter, 
is to that o f  the Retailer o f  A le , as 1 /. is to Ss. 
b u t  i f  we confider the Subjeft in another L ight, the 
difproportion o f  the Profits will not appear fo great.

T h e  Price o f  a Barrel o f  A le  being 1/. 3s. 4J. and 
the Profit on the Retail o f  it 1 os. and the Price o f a 
Barrel o f  Porter being i l .  13*- 4*- the Profit on the 
retail o f  the Porter ought to be 1 4 s. 3\d. in order to 
bear a true proportion to die Profit o f  10s. on the re-;
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tail o f  A le ;  or in other words, 105. is to 1/. 3/. 4d. 
as 145. ^\d. is to 1/. 13^. á.d : And therefore it a 
Retailer fold a Barrel o f  A le  and one o f  Porter in an 
equal fpace o f  T im e , for inftance, in a D ay, if  he 
had 10s. by the A le, he ought to have 145. 3 ^ .  by 
the Porter, it follows therefore, that a Retailer rea%  
gains only gs* 8f<£ and not 1 os. more by the fa!e o f  
a Barrel o f  Porter, than he w ou’d by the Sale o f  the 
fame quantity o f  Ale.

T h is  is on a Suppofition that he con’d fell is  much 
Porter as Ale, and in as fliort a time ; but Experience 
ihews us that is not the cafe, and on a further Examinati
on it will be found, that the retail o f  A le  is on the whole, 
a b etter  T rad e than that of Porter, for three things 
m ud be taken into Confideration, lit .  the fum o f  M o
ney the Retailer is to lay ou t; 2dly. the q u ick n e fso f 
the Return, and 3dly. the Profit he is to have upon 
Sale ; now it will be found by the Accounts annexed 
to the Report o f  the Committee & c .  that in the Year 
ending Lady-day 17 7 3 , a Year in which the quantity 
o f Irijb Beer and A le  was nearly at the low eft, and in 
which, the importation o f  M alt Liquors was at the 
higheit, that the Confumption o f  Irijb , exceeded that 
of imported Beer and A le , in a proportion o f  more 
than leven to one ; now altho* the quality o f  A le  was 
at that Period very bad, yet the Retailer gained by fel
ling A le at a Profit o f  8s. 8d. a Barrel, 3/. os. 8d. in 
the fame Space o f  time that he gained one Pound by 
the Sale o f  Porter*, and if  the Price o f  A le  was railed, 
and the Profit on the Sale o f  a Barrel was to be 10s. 
he would, i f  the proportion in the Confumption o f  the 
two Liquors remained the fame, gain 3/. 1 os. by the 
fale of A le, for every 2os. which he gained by Porter ; 
and if raifing the price and quality o f  A le  fhou’d in- 
creafe the Confumption, his Profit would increale in the 
lame proportion; and that theConfiimptionwould in luch 
cafe incfeafe, I think m uft be evident from what I have

G  z  already
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already ílated, and from this further Confideration, 
that the Confumers o f  Malt Liquors, will rather give 
7 {d. for three Pots o f  good A le , than 8d. for two 
Pots o f fuch Porter as is generally to be met with at 
A le  Houfes, and therefore I think, that the retail of 
A le ,  altho’ there is not fo great an apparent Profit 
upon each Barrel o f  it, as there is on each Barrel of 
Porter, yet is on the whole a better Trade, than the 
retail o f  Porter, and therefore I am under no Appre- 
henfion, that there will not be found M en enough who 
will be able to fee their own Interell, and continue to 
retail that Liquor by which they are likely to make 
the belt Livelihood.

H aving now mentioned what feem to me to be the 
m oil likely Methods o f  reiloring the quality o f  Malt 
Liquors, which is the firil Step neceflary for the reco
very o f  the Brewery, I come next to lhew what is 
further neceilary for the Improvement o f  it, namely, 
to take away the Inducement and the Means o f de
frauding the Revenue, which 1 have before proved 
will, i f  fuiFered to be pra&ifed, produce the fame 
Eflfeds, as the leiîening o f  the quantity o f  Materials 
from which Beer and A le  are made.

W  hen I ipeak o f  taking away the Inducement for 
cheating the Revenue, k  will not be fuppofed, that I 
can think it poiTibie fo long as there is any D uty what
ever on M alt Liquors, to take away from a Brewer 
difpofed to fraud all Inducement to pra&ife that Fraud; 
all that I mean is, to take away from the fair and 
well difpofed Brewer, the necelfity o f  acting unfairly, 
if lie means to m ake M oney by hisBufinefs.

T h e  Method o f  accomplifhing this, is to enable him 
by the means I have already laid down, to make a rea- 
l'onable Profit by his Bufmefs fairly carried on ; but al- 
tho’ this would be fufficient to reinilate the brewing

. - Bufinefs,
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Bufinefs, i f  we cou’d enfure die honefty o f  all Brewers, 
yet as we know that this is not poilible, we m a il in 
the next Place endeavour for the Sake o f  the T rad e, 
the honeit Brewer, and the Publick, to take away the 
means, a:s far as we can, o f  committing Frauds.

I have already mentioned the three principal Frauds 
praótiled by Brewers, v iz .

l i t .— Impofing A le  upon the R evenue Officers, as 
Small-beer.

2dly.— Private brewing and concealing o f  M alt L i
quor ; and

3dly.— T h e  m ixing o f  A le  and Small-beer together 
and felling the M ixture as Ale.

and 1 have fhewn, that each of thefe Frauds injures 
the quality o f  A le  * I fhall now endeavour to fhew 
the means o f  preventing them.

T h e  two Frauds o f  paffing A le upon the Revenue 
Officer as Small-beer, and the private Brewing and 
concealing o f  M alt Liquor, are to be prevented by pro
per Revenue management, and by fortifying the E x 
cife Laws, from time to time with fuch Claufes, as 
may be found neceflary to meet and defeat new Frauds 
and evafions o f  the prefent Laws.

T h e  3d. Fraud, v iz . the m ixing o f  A le  and Small- 
beer, and felling the mixture as A le , by which the 
Brewer faves ib much Excife as amounts to the diffe
rence between the Duties o f  A le  and Small-beer on 
the quantity o f  Small-beer fo mixed, is the grand 
Fraud which is practifed, and the utmoft Care and at
tention are neceifary to put an End to it, for it is a Fraud 
which not only diminifhes the Revenue, but ftrikes 
dire&ly at the very Principles, and defeats the very

Means



Means by which it is propofed to reftore again the 
Brewing Trade, for in vain fhall we oblige Brewers to 
make Drink o f  a fufficient good Quality, if  after it is 
thus made it is mixed with Small-beer, and o f courfe, 
reduced in its Quality ; fome efieCiual M cde mull 
therefore be pointed out to prevent this Evil, and to 
promote a general Confumpticn by fecuring to the Con- 
fumer a Liquor o f  a good Quality ; otheiwife we muft 
give up all Expectation o f fubitantial Improvement in 
this Trade.

T h e  only effectual M ode in my Opinion will be, to 
feparate the brewing T rade into diftinct Branches, and 
to prohibit any M an from brewing Small-beer, who 
brews Ale, or from brewing A le  after he fhall declare 
h im lclf to be a Brewer o f  Small-beer.

It will be faid, that this is a ftrange way o f  afliiling 
the Brewery, and that it would be a great Severity to 
prevent anv Man from brewing both Small-beer and 
A le, and that the Bufinefs o f  a Brewer cculd not be 
carried on without that Liberty ; that they cannot run 
o ff  the full ftrength o f  their M alt into Ale, and that 
what remained in the M alt would be loft, by their being 
prevented fiom  m aking Small-beer.

Before I enter into this A rgum ent, or begin to anfwer 
thefe feveral Objections, I think it neceilary to ftate the 
M agnitude o f  this Fraud, with which I imagine the 
Pubiick can be hardly acquainted.

In order to do this properly, it will be neceÎTary for 
m e to ftate a few Obfer vat ions, which are general Guides 
to Revenue Officers who know their Bulinefs, to ena
ble them to ju d g e  whether a Brewer works fairly or not.

It is a general Calculation, that i f  a Bi ewer brews 
all A le, he ought to have a Gallon o f  A le, for every 
Gallon o f Grains  ̂ that when he brews A le  and Small-

beer

2 S f
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beer alfo, then the whole quantity o f his A le  and one 
third o f  his Small-beer, ought to be equal to the num 
ber o f Galions o f  Grains ; and when he brews Small- 
beer only, then the Gallons of Small-beer ought to be 
three times as many, as the Gallons of Grains.

T h is  is a Calculation generally adopted, altho not 
il ri City true ; it is much in favour o f  the Brewer if  lie 
brewed D rink o f  a good Quality, and very much in his 
favour according to the M ode in which they now 
brew.

H ow ever an Account founded on this Calculation* 
was taken o f  the working o f  four Brewers in Cork for 
three Months * two o f  whom were at that time fuppofed 
to take advantage of the Revenue.

By this Account it appeared, that Aylmer and Cbrif- 
topher Allen ,  brewed by the M alt Guage 122,377 Gal
lons o f  M alt, from which the Produce was 53,504 
Gallons o f  A le, and 83,700 Gallons o f  Small-beer, 
for which they paid Excite 400/.. 1 is . *]\d.

According to the above Calculation, which is in fa
vour o f  the Brewer, and fhort o f  the T ru th , it ap
pears, that the Revenue loll in thofe three Months the 
Duty o f  40,973 Gallons o f  Ale.

I f  two-thirds o f  the Small-beer brewed, were mixed 
' with Ale, and all fold as Ale, which will appear to be 

íhort o f  the T ru th , then there were 55,800 Gallons ot 
Small-beer fold as A le, which i f  charged with the 
Duty o f  A le, would have made a difference in ExciJe
° f  235/. io j .  10 d.

In this Calculation, ibme Allowance muft be made 
in favour o f  the Brewers, becaufe A le  brewed for the



purpofe of mixing with Small-beer, is made much 
rtronger than common Drink ; let us therefore allow, 
that mftead of the Duty o f  40,973 Gallons, the lofs to 
the Revenue was only the Duty on 21,000 Gallons, then 
the Account will ftand thus,

/. s. d.
T h e  Duty o f 21,000 Gallons o f  Ale is 122 3 o
Difference between the Duty o f Ale and

Small-beer, on 55,800 Gallons o f  Small-
beer, - - 235 10 10

Total lofs to the Revenue in 3 Months 357 13 10 
which was near as much as they paid.

T o  fhew that they muft have mixed their Ale and 
Small-beer at leaft in the proportion I have ftated, I 
muit obferve, that there was an Account taken of the 
number of Retailers o f  Small-beer in Cork, during theie 
three Months, they amounted to 71, o f  whom there 
was but one who took Small-beer from Aylmer Allen, 
and not one from Ckriilopher ; ib that it is plain, that 
they muft have mixed their Small-beer, as they had 
no other vent for it.

T'homos White confumed in the fame three Months 
46,800 Gallons of Malt, and his Ale was 50,149 Gal- 
Ions, and his Small-beer 10,294.

Attiwell Hays, another Brewer, ccnfumed 88,608 
Gallons of Malt, and his Ale was 76,384 Gallons, and 
no Small-beer.

T h e  Excife paid by White was 302/. io j. from 
about two-fifths o f the Malt confumed by the Allens % 
and the Excife paid by Hays, was 444/. 6s. from little 
moie than two-thirds of the Allens quantity.

( 56 )
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T o  m ake this matter ftill more clear, I fhall give a 
Companion between the Michaelmas Quarter 1 7 7 1 ,  
the three Months from which the above Obfervations 
were made, and the fame Quarter in the Y ear 1774.

M a l t  G a u g e . G a l l s ,  ftro n g G a l l s ,  fm a l l . E x c i f e  paid.

Aylmer Allen. /. s. d.
Michs. 17 7 1 , 75,538 32,867 50,055 244 12 5
Michs. 1774 86,864 1 12,960 — — — 657 i 0

Chnflr. Allen.
Michs. 1 771. 46,839 20,637 33,645 155 19 2 i
Michs. 1774 42,895 54,821 4,330 323 9 H i

Thomas W hite .
Michs. 1 771 - 46,800 5° ,  1 49 10,294 302 10 0
Michs. 17 74* 38,780 47,088 2,456 276 4 z%

Attiwell Hays.
Michs. I 77 1 - 88,608 76,384 — *  t-“~ 444 6 0
Michs. 17 74- 106,339 107,700 -  -  - 625 18 9 !

From  this Comparifon it appears, that Aylmer Allen, 
in the firft o f  thefe Periods, paid for 75,538 Gallons o f  
Malt, a D uty o f  only 244/. 12 s. 5^. that in the fécond 
Period he paid for 86,864 Gallons, being an increafe o f  
about one-eighth o f  M alt, a Duty o f  657/. is . a Sum  
nearly treble o f  the former.

It appears alio what his prattice was, v iz . m ixing ; 
for in the firft Y ear, the number o f  Gallons of A le, 
and one-third o f  the Gallons o f  Small-beer, falls fhort 
o f the number o f Gallons o f  M alt by 251986, and from 
the fmall produce o f A le  which was brewed very ftrong, 
and the very great quantity o f  Small-beer which mult 
have been brewed for m ixing, as he had no other vent

H  for
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far it, it muil be clear, that mixing was the Practice, 
and this muil appear more evident when it is confidered, 
that in the latter Year when he brewed no Small-bees, 
and of courie could not mix, he produced from 
86,864 Gallons of Malt, 112,960 Gallons of Ale, and 
this lail Circumilance fhews alfo, that the Calculation 
o f the Proportion which the number of Gallons of 
Ale ought to bear to the Gallons of Malt is not a juft 
one, but much in favour of the Brewer.

Similar Obfervations muil arife, on comparing Chrif- 
topher Allens brewing in thefe two Periods ; whereas, 
on comparing IVhite s and Hays's in thefe two Periods, 
they will appear to bear a fair Proportion to each other, 
becaufe they brewed equally fair in bôth Periods; IVbites 
Small-beer bearing no proportion to his ilrong, and 
Hay s brewing no Small-beer.

T o  illuflrate this Subjeft ftill further, I fhall fubjoin 
another Table, fhewing the quantity of Ale and Small- 
beer brewed by the 15 principal Brewers of Corky for 
two Years, viz. the Year 17 7 1, ending Lady-day 
1772, and the Year ending Lady-day 1775.

Brewers



B re w e r s  N a m e s .  \
G a l l o n s  b rew ed t h e  Y e a r  

en ding t b e  2 5 t h  M a r c h  1 7 7 2 .  ><
G a l l o n s  b re w e d  the Y e a r ,  

:nding the*. 2>>th M a j c h  1 7 7 5 .

S tr o n g . S m a l l . S t r o n g . S m a l l .

Hays. 255.454 -  -  - 366,747 ----------- --------

Ay I. Allen. 97,299 147,400 409,052
Crawford. 38,466 1,445 52,540 -  — —

Beck. 104,157 42,361 140 ,3 ! 5 55 0
Chrif. Allen 68,834 109,756 213,456 11,557
ŸhosSVhite 177.854 35, «09 153.7^9 25,«55
Lane. 82,540 86,841 158,022 i 5,49i
Morgan. 22,809 1,017 26,104 6.8 x
Rich. Fitton 22,109 3**234 51,645 23,239
IVm. Fitton 30, 6 1 g 7,352 161,054 23,330
Downturn. 33.276 26,441 74,593 2 i , 55i
Franklin. 47,024 81,186 85,334 21,708

/•V

Holland. 4 3 ,8 8 ° i 8,145 39.901 1 1,278
M'Charty. 60,673 56,459 69,960 H .2 5 1

O

Chatterton. 49.477 50,129 34.729 I 0,142

1, 134,47! 695>575 2,037,241 '8 7 ,6 3 3

S t a t u t e  B a r r e ls 35,452
*

21,736 63,663 1 5.863

From this Account it appears, that the quan
tity o f  A le brewed in 17 7 2 , was in Barrels 35,4^2 

O f Small-beer in 17 7 2 , in Barrels, -  2 l ^ 6
OF Ale in 17 7 5 , in Barrels, - -  -  63,663
O f Small-beer in 17 7 5 , in Barrels, - -  -  5 ^ 0 3

From this ftate o f  F a ils  it is obicrvable, thiit as th^ 
fraud o f mixing Small-beer with A le, (or in o t ie .  
Words, o f  reducing the Quality oi Alp  by this parti
cular Mode) has decreafed, not only the Revenue, u . 
the Confumption has increafed.

T h e
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T h e  Revenue from,
£■

T o
10,700
1 5 , 8 0 0

T h e  confumption o f  Strong Beer from 35,452 Barrels

W h ich  are fufficient proofs o f  the Injury done both to 
the Revenue and to the confumption o f  M alt Liquors, 
by the deftrudive Fraud o f  reducing the Quality of 
A le  or Strong Beer, by m ixing it with Small-beer, in 
order to evade paying the full Duties o f  Excife ; for it 
is evident, that while the fraud o f  mixing A le  and 
Small-beer prevailed, the Confumption o f  A le  was only 
in Barrels - q , 4 r 2

A n d  o f  Small-beer, -  -  2 1 7 3 6

A n d  o f  both together, - -  ^5^,188
T h a t  when the Fraud ceafed, the confump

tion o f  A le  alone was, - -  63,663
A n d  o f  Small-beer, not more than - 5,863

A n d  o f  both together, - -  69,526

So that the Coniumption o f  A le  only at this 
D ay , exceeds the Confumption of "both A le 
and Small-beer taken together while the Barrels 
Fraud prevailed, by 6>475

A n d  exceeds the Confumption o f  A le , at that
period, by 28j2II

It appears alio, that the prefent Confumption o f 
Small-beer is 5863 Barrels. N o w  allowing that no part 
o f  this Quantity was brewed for m ixing with A le, but 
that the whole was really confumed as Small-beer, we

T o 63,663 Barrels

57,188 Barrels 
69,526 Barrels

A n d  the quantity o f  both Strong and

may
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may reafonably fuppofe, that the real Confumption o f  
Small-beer in 1772 , was the fame, v iz . 5863 Earrels; 
but there were brewed in that Year 2 1,736  Barrels o f  
Small-beer, o f  which 5863 only were for fair Confump
tion ; o f  courfe, there were brewed for the purpofes o f  
Fraud by m ixing 15,873 Barrels, near three times as 
much as was brewed for fair Confum ption; thefe 
15,873 Barrels were fold as A le  when mixed, and paid 
Duty only as Small-beer, the Revenue therefore loft 
the difference between the D uty o f  A le  and Small-beer 
on thefe 15,873 Barrels, or 2643/. i u .  6d.

But the Evil did not ftop there, for the Revenue not 
only loft this Sum immediately by the difference o f  
Duty fo with-held, but it fuffered alio a great diminu
tion by the effeCt, which the vending o f  this bad Liquor 
had upon the Confumption; for we find, that fo foon 
as the P radice  was flopped, the Confumption in- 
creafed exceedingly, and that inftead o f  the Quantity 
o f A le coniumed, and for which D u ty  was paid in 
1772, v iz . Barrels. -  -  35>452
T h e  Confumption in 17 7 5 , for which D u ty  

was paid, was -  -  -  63,665
T h a t is an increafe o f  Barrels, -  28,21 r

/. s. d .
T h e D u t y o f  which is, -  -  5773  17 o F
From this muft be deducted the D u ty  

on 15,873 Barrels o f  Small-beer, -  605 1 i r i

There will remain a lofs on the Con
fumption o f M alt Liquors in 1772 ,
of> - 5 (6 8  15 Qj.

So that it appears that the Revenue, by 
this Fraud o f  m ixing A le  and Small- 
beer, really loft in the Year 17 7 2 , 
in the City o f  Cork alone, no lefs than 5 ,168  15 o |

And
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A n d  the whole date o f this Matter is a ftrong Corro
boration o f  the truth o f  my former Pofmon, v iz . that 
the Confumption o f  M alt Liquor depends upon the

Quality o f it.

N  B. T h e  Q u a n tit ie s  o f  S tr o n g  a n d  S m a ll ,  b re w e d  in Cork, in

th e  Y e a r s  1 7 7 6  a n d  177 7»  are  as u n ^er*

S t r o n g  Barrels. S m a ll  in Barrels.

2 a h  M a rch  1 7 7 6  75 ’ 57 ‘ t  l l ^ \
1777 8 2 »337 ir ^  l 3>y i 4 ï

c lo fe  o f  the A g r e e m  * th e  B rew ers , w h e n  it

a m o u n te d  to ,  ^ . i  “  ^ _ “  "  £ I9>3 0

T h e  R e v e n u e  o f  the Y e a r  e n d in g  L a d y - d a y  1 7 7 7 ,  w a s  £ » 7 . 4 8 6 ;  
th e  D e d u c t io n  fro m  the a d d it io n a l D u t ie s  this Y e a r ,  m ade b y  the 
a lteration  o f  the G a l l o n ,  w a s  £ 1 4 4 7 .  S o  that lu p p o fin g  n o  A lte ra 
tion  had taken p la c e ,  the C o m p a n io n  b e tw e e n  t^e R e v e n u e  o f  1763» 

a n d t h a t o f  1 7 7 7 ,  w o u ld  be -  1 7 6 3  “  "

A n d  th e  a m o u n t  o f  E x c i fe  w a s  at  L a d y - d a y  1 7 7 6 ,  -  -  jC
1 7 7 7 »  "  ‘

T h e  h ig h e ft  p ro d u c e  o f C erk  w a s  in 1 7 6 3 ,  at the

»777

D iffe re n c e  427

Having
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H aving now fhewn the M agnitude o f  this Fraud 
and the effeét it has both on the Revenue and Coi> 
fumption of M alt Liquors ; I inuft again repeat, that 
the only effectual M ode o f  putting a fto p to  this Fraud, 
is by feparating the brewing Trade, and not fuffering 
the fame Brewer to brew both A le  and Small-beer.

T h e  Objections which I have heard made to the re
paration o f  the T rad e are, that the whole itrength o f  

: the M alt cannot be extra&ed in A le  ; that therefore i f  
the Brewers be not allowed to m ake Small-beer after 
A le, they muft lofe whatever itrength remains in the 
M alt after the A le  comes o ff  : T h a t  the T rad e  is at 
prefent a very bad one, and declining every D ay, and 
that the Profit on Small-beer extraded after A le , is the 
principal fupport o f  the A le T rad e, without which that 
T rad e  could not be carried o n ;  that the Small-beer 
T ra d e  never can exift by itfelf, nor can any M an afford 
to brew Small-beer and fell it at 6s. a Barrel, the Rate 

•at which the Liquor to be denominated Small-beer, is 
fixed by the Aót o f  Excife, all Liquor above that Price 
being fubjeót to pay D uty as A le, and that therefore no 
M an can carry on a Small-beer Brewery, until fuch 
T im e  as the Rate o f  the Liquor to be denominated 
Small-beer is raifed.

Thefe Objections I fhall confider, firit, as they af- 
fedl the A le  Brewery, and next, as they relate to that 
o f  Small-beer.

A s to the firft Obje&ion, that the whole Strength 
o f  the M alt cannot be extradied in A le ; I do ailert 
that it may be, and generally is * and that where the 
Brewer makes Small-beer after A le, if  it be for Sale 
as Small-beer, and not for the purpofe o f  m ixing with 
Ale, he conftantly makes ufe o f  a fubftitute fo r . Malt-; 
that he ufes Molafles for that purpofe ; that he adds 
Madder to give a Colour j that initead o f  frefh Hops,

he
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he boils this Liquor upon the Hops already ufed in the 
A le , and adds Gentian Root as a Bitter, and impofes 
this E xtrait on the Pubiick, as the produce o f  Malt 
and Hops.

T h e  next Aflertion is, that the Brewer cannot go 
on if  the Trades be feparated, for that the only Profit 
o f  the Brewer now arifes from Small-beer not from Ale.

T h is  may be true, fo long as the Brewer is allowed 
to impofe on the Pubiick a Liquor made from Molaffes, 
D ye-ftu ff and Gentian Root, as a pure Extract from 
M alt and Hops, and fo long as they fhall be permitted 
to underfell one another, fo as to reduce the Price of 
A le  to i 8í . a Barrel; but this Argum ent muft b ea t 
an End, whenever A le fhall be brewed o f  a certain Qua
lity, and fold for fuch a Price as fhall leave a Profit to 
the Brewer ; this Anfw er might be fufficient on the 
Subjedt, but when T h in gs  are confidered fairly, as they 
ftand at this D ay, it will appear, that Experience and 
F afts contradict the Alfertions which are made, and 
fhew, that the T rades may at prefent, be carried on 
feparately.

T o  prove this, I fhall firft refer to the T a b le  before 
inferted, containing a comparative V iew , o f  the work
ing o f  four Brewers in Cork, for the Michaelmas Quar
ter 1 7 7 1, and for the fame Quarter 1774.

From  a view o f  this T a b le  it will appear, that before 
Aylmer Allen reformed his Practice, he made both Ale 
and Small-beer, and that the quantity o f  the latter ex
ceeded the former in a great proportion, but no fooner 
did he give up the Practice o f  m ixing, than he left off 
brewing Small-beer entirely, and has never fince brew
ed any T h in g  but Ale.

From



From this T ab le  it alfo appears, that Att'm ell Hays, 
who was always a fair Brewer, never brewed any Small- 
beer, but took the whole Strength o f  his M alt in A le .

I fhall next refer to the T a b le  giving an Account o f  
the quantity o f  A le and Small-beer brewed by the Brew
ers o f  Cork in the Years 1772 and 1775,  and fhall an
nex to the Account before given, the Num ber o f  brew
ings made by each Brewer in the Year 1775,  together 
with the Num ber o f  faid brewings, in which both A le  
and Small-beer were made.

From this Account it will clearly appear, either that 
the A le Brewery may be carried, on diftinftly and fepa- 
rately, with a Profit to the Brewers, or that Brewers do 
at this D ay, carry on a T ra d e  for the accommodation 
o f  the Publick, without any view o f  Profit to themfelves.

1

I Brewers
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From-this T a b le  it appears, that Hays, Aylmer Allen  
and Crawford, made 473 brewings o f A le, without ma~ 
king  any Sm all-beer; that Beck made 108 brewings 
o f  A le, on only 4  o f  which, he made Small-beer ; that 
Cbriftopber Allen made 120 brewings of: Ale, on only 
24 ot which he made Small-beer -, and that taking the 
whole 15 Brewers together, they made 1495 Brewings, 
on only 636 o f  which, they made Small-bccr, and on 
859 o f  which, they brewed A le  alone ; from whence 
I think it is evident, that the Brewers can get the full 
produce o f  their M alt in A le , or there wou’d not 
have been more than one half o f  their Brewings in 
which A le  only was made ; and when it is conlidered 
that it is only fince the Year 1772 , that the Brewers o f  
Cork have left o ff  the m aking o f Small-beer after A le  in 
every Brewing, that is fince the T im e  that M r. Allen  
ceafed from m ixing ; it m uil appear, that it was not 
for the purpofe o f extracting the whole produce o f  their 
M alt that they carried on the double T rade, but for 
the purpofe o f  Fraud, by mixing-, and from obferving 
the Increafe in the Confumption o f  A le  in Cork, fince 
the Fraud has been prevented, v iz .  from 35>452> to
63,663 Barrels; the great Advantages which m a y b e  
expedted from the reparation o f  the T rad e, may appear.

T o  the Proofs which I have already given, I fhall 
only add, that in Waterford, there are fix common 
Brewers who brew both A le and Small-beer, but they 
brew them feparately, that is, they brew Small beer 
only when it is called for, and then they brew it with
out making Ale. T h e  Confumption o f  the T o w n  is but 
fmall in this Article, m oil o f  the Small-beer being made 
for the ufe o f  the Newfoundland Ships. T h e re  are alfo 
two retailing Brewers who m ake Small-beer after A le, 
and T w en ty  two retailing Brewers who m ake A le  only.

N ’ B . T h e  Confumption has increafed every ’ie a r  
fince 1772. vide N ote, Page 62.

2 ( 1 $

In
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In Limerick there are five common Brewers, only one 
o f  whom ever brews Small-beer, and he always brews 
it fepa;ately T h ere  are feve-al retailing Brewers, who 
m ake Ale only -, at Kinfale there is only one Brewer, 
who makes Small-beer only for Ships ufe ; at Cove of 
Cork there is alio one Brewer who makes Small-beer 
only for Ships ufe.

T h ere  are feveral Brewers o f Small-beer only in Cork, 
v iz . Thomas King, Redmond Fitzgerald, W illiam  Mar- 
tin, and Thomas Ojborne.

T h e fe  feveral Inftances ferve to fhew, that feparate 
and diftinct Brewings o f A le  and Small-beer, are made 
at Cork, Waterford, Limerick, Kinfale and Cove o f  Cork, 
and probably in feveral other parts o f  Ireland.

T h a t  the A le  Brewery does not for it’s Profits, de
pend upon the making o f  Small-beer after A le, will 
further appear from coniidering the e f fe ts  which a le- 
paration of the T rad es would have upon the Small- 
beer Brewery.

T h e  Brewery is to be confidered as a great National 
objeft, either as it relates to Agriculture or to Revenue, 
or as it furnifhes a neceflary Article of Confumption of 
our own Manufacture, and thereby faves the Importa
tion o f  foreign M alt Liquors at a great expence o f  Na
tional Wealth. N ow  let the different Branches o f  this 
Trade be compared upon any o f  thefe Principles, and 

it will be found that A le  is the great Objed\ to which 
w e ought to attend, and that Small-beer is comparative
ly but o f  fmall Importance.

In order to fhew this, I fhall ftate the number of 
Barrels o f  A le  and Small-beer which have been brewed 
in this Kingdom  for the lafl feven Years, with the pro
duce o f  each in Exciie, and fhall add the number of

Earrels
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Barrels o f-M a lt  required to brew each refpedively, al
lowing 9 Stone o f  M alt to A le, and 3 Stones to Small- 
beer.

Y e a r s .
Barrels of A1 

b re w e d .
Barrels  o f M a l t  

ufed.
P r o d u c e  in 

E x c i fe .

B arre ls  o f  
S m a ll-b e e r  

b re w e d .

Barrels o f  
Mait ufed.

P r c d u c c
in

E x c i fe .

1771
1772
1773
1774
1775
177 6 
1777

439,^6 3
433, i 6o
447,330
461,035
465,207
458,460
473, n o

263,918
259,869
268,398
27^,621
279,124
275,076
283,866

I
90,042
88,669
91,570
94,374
95,229
93,849
96,790

140,529
138,978
I2?,603 
I I  7,903 
I 10,728 
I I0,608 
I 10,698

28,106
27>795
24,520
23,580
22,145
22,121
22,139

~
5,386
5,327
4,699
4»5!9
4,244
4,239.
4,243

T o t a l 3,178,165 1,906,872 650,523 852,047 170,406 32,657

From  this it appears, that taking the Totals o f  the 
feven Years, the quantity o f  A le  brewed, bears a pro
portion to that o f  Small-beer, o f  fomething more than 
3Í to one ; that the proportion o f  the quantity o f  M alt 
uled for A le , to that ulêd for Small-beer, is a little 
more than 11 to one, and that the proportion o f  the 
Produce in Exciie between them is 197 to one ; fo that 
i f  we confider the two Branches o f  the Brewery as N a 
tional Objefts, it will appear that the Small-beer T rad e  
is of fmall Importance, compared with that of Ale.

But altho’ this be the Cafe, yet Small-beer is an Ob- 
je ft  well worth our Care, as it may be faid to be a Ne- 
ceffary for the Poor, and if  not a Neceffary, yet a Gra
tification to the rich j I fhall therefore examine how far 
the Aiiertions of the Brewers are well founded concern
ing this Branch.

But
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But before I go into that Enquiry, it will be neceflary 
to ilate particularly the manner in which the Small-beer 
T rad e  is at prefent carried on.

T h is  Bufinefs is co n d u ced  differently according to 
the Purpofe for which it is intended ; if it be brewed 
for m ixing with Ale in order to defraud the Revenue, 
it is made as high in Quality as the Officer will admit it 
to be, under the denomination o f  Small-beer, in order 
that it may require the lefs A le, which is alfo biewed 
very flrong, that a fmaller Proportion o f  it may be ne- 
cetfary to bring up the Small-beer to the Standard of 
1 8s. A le  ; i f  the Small-beer be intended for Sale, it is 
made in the following manner.

T h e  brewer o f  A le  who gets but 1 8s. a Barrel for 
his A le  at prefent, puts no more than 7 Stone o f  Malt 
and one Pound o f  Hops, to each Barrel in Vv inter, and 
in Summer fomewhat more o f  Hops ; having drawn 
o ff  his A le , he runs hot W ater  thro’ the Grains, this 
W a ter  is put again into the Boiler with Molafles, the 
H ops before ufed with the Ale, Gentian Root fufticient 
to bitter it, and as much M adder as will give it a pro
per Colour ; this Compofition when boiled is called 
Small-beer, and is fold to the Poor and to the Hucks
ters, for gs. a Barrel ; when the Brewer deals with 
Gentlemen, or Perfons requiring a higher priced Li* 
quor, he makes up for them Small-beer from 6j. to 8s. 
10s. 12s. and 14 j. a Barrel, according as they fhall 
pleafe to order it ; this Liquor is compofed o f  the for
mer, mixed with a certain quantity o f  A le , according 
to the Price at which it is intended to be fold.

T h is  Practice which is highly beneficial to the Brew
ers, would certainly be entirely flopped by a feparation 
o f  the Brewery, as they would not then have it in their . 
Power to m ix ;  and this is really the great Grievance
which they fear, but I fhall endeavour to fhew, that ,

this :
■■
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this Practice is a very great Fraud and Impofition, both 

h V t  d *”^ anC  ̂ t î e ^'evenue> anc* ought to bepro-

I fhall in the-firft Place ftate a Brewing as now made 
by the Brewers, in order to fhew the M ode in which 
they carry on this Trade.
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ĉ  b

•S «S £  £  « t
5  ^  ^  -=

o *° o u
H  H

<f» 0
(L>
ï—
rt ü  r"p2 ’w
co

VO -̂ j
O H

,<L>
(J
X

W
O

H

•om
*-»c5



3 0 4
( 73 )

0 0

v o r^ «
M

V O OO
v o CO
v o vo 

t—<

<L*
Oa

IoUt
a ,

<uu
SJ

"S
a .  I

3 ' -o 
&

T J

3o
£

<*>

<L> J

«%
- J 4

<u<uk Vi/

£  £
<L> <L>

T3> -C
. S u f
*p2 

. £  - . c  
£  °  

£ £  
w - s

I  §o  c

r C  c  
w  C3

a <+T 

& |  
S  2  

• g t t ,

s iCQ P
^  a
O C2 
*  <  4-J

T3 S 
G

«*H- - -H 1 
^  0  ~

-H- |
VO 1 o 0 vo

►.-« I
c i  Ô oo ] y o  |*-» HH 1

M 0 H* t—« vo
**

vo 0 CN v o  CM c o  v o  
i-i

vo c o  ^
v o

o O O o  o o O Cj vo **

- N
ON

ON

rM

I

I co 
U■4-*

co'rS
^  S .ir ^a v
PQ 0 4

O (U
co V i V-,c o o  

o o
O H u

p C
0 0

* T |uj ^
W T3/1 \

I
n j

CJ

O
a i  co co 

c a  ü  - <l>
‘ T3 «  c

J  c  j2 ^J  3 o O

^  o 
w  o °  O

H  H

I I

• §  

1 Í
03

Vh ■_
aS

M  4>
>-s - G
O  *-*
CM • 

^ 3  
G fc"pl
o  «

I I co
<U

<u

i -
<L>

T 3

G cj
u  X

Ü S O W
o o

f - H

C3

«*•1 
CO 1

CO
G

J D

1 3

s  c

CO 7 G  
2.. a 4b *-• es (y

PQ  O i
V  V
o  o

o o 
H H

H aving



H aving flated the M ode in which the Brewers now 
carry on both the A le  and Small-beer T rades, I 
iliall make a few Obfervations on it.

It appears, that where a Brewer m akes both Ale and 
Small-beer, his Profit on one Brewing in the W eek, 
amounts to 12/. 155. 10 that o f  this Sum, the Pro
fit on Ale is 10/. 5s. y.d. and that on Small-beer, only 
2/. 10s. 7 i d\ that the Profit on two Brewings in the 
W e e k  is 31/. io j .  4d. o f  which 261. gs. 1 d. is the 
Profit on A le, and 5/. i j .  3 d .  is that on Sm all-beer -, 

it follows, that there can be no T ru th  in the Aflei tion, 
that i f  the T rades were feparated, the A le  Brewery 
m uil be deflroyed, as the cnlv Profit o f  the Brewer de
pends upon the Small-beer extraded frcm the Malt, 
after m aking Ale.

T h e  falfity o f  this Aflfertion further appears from a 
Confideration, that the quality o f  the Small-beer does 
not depend upon what is extraded from the M alt, but 
upon the quantity o f  Molafles added to the W ater, 
which fhews alfo, that the ftrength o f the M alt is ex
tracted in A le, or there would be no occafion for Mo- 
lalfes to m ake Small-beer ; and the ufe o f  Molaffes 
ihews, that the Small-beer T ra d e , as now carried on, 
is no Objedl to Agriculture.

It next appears, that at one Brewing in the W e e k  
o f  both Ale and Small-beer, as the T ra d e  is now ma
naged, the Brewer has a weekly Profit o f  12/. 1 55. i o | d% 
which makes an annual Profit o f  665/. 65. 8d\ that' 
at two Brewings in the W e e k ,  he would have a weekly 
Profit o f  3 1 1. 10s. 4d. which would m ake an annual 
P iofit o f  1638/. 17 5. 4d. N ow  i f  this State o f  the 
Brew er’s Profit, be compared with the Account in Pages 
32 and 33, of the Profit on 63 Barrels o f  A le , made 
f io m  9 Stone of M alt iztc. and iold for 20s. a Bari el 
without any deduction, it will be found, that the Brew
ers have an advantage in carrying on the T ra d e  in the

prefent

lo s
( 74 )



prefent M ode, altho’ by fo doing, they have much re  ̂
duced both the Confumption and the Revenue.

On comparing the two T ables, the Account will be 
found to Hand thus.

( 75 )

Brewer’ s Profit on one Brewing in the L s. d.
W e e k  on A le and Small-beer, as now
made and ibid - 12 l 5 io|:

Ditto on A le  made from 9 Stone o f  M alt
& c .  and iold at 20s. - 8 2 11

W e ek ly  advantage o f  the prefent M ode,
on i Brewing in the W e e k 2 12 i n

Prefent M ode, annual Profit on 1 Brew
ing in the W e e k  - 665 6 8

Annual Profit on 1 Brewing in the week,
at 9  Stone o f  M alt 423 11 8

Annual advantage o f  the prefent M ode
fc *

to the Brewer, at 1 Brewing in the
W e e k  - - -  7  - 241 15 0

Prefent M ode, W e e k lv  Profit on 2 brew- * +
ings - 3 1 xo 4

Profit on A le made from 9 Stone o f  M alt
weekly on 2 Brewings 22 T X ° ;

W eekly advantage o f  the prefent M ode,
on 2 Brewings in the W e e k -  8 19

Prefent M ode, annual Profit on 2 brew
ings in the W e e k  ' - 1638 17 4

Annual Profit on 2 Brewings in the week,
at 9 Slone o f  M alt & c. 1 172 14 2

Annual advantage o f  the prefent M ode
to the Brewer, at 2 Brewings in the
W e e k  -  * - 466 3 3

K  2 £0
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So that it appears clearly to be the Erewer’ s Intereft 
to follow the prefent M ode, and this will explain the 
Reafon why Brewers do not raiie the Price o f theirDrink, 
and make it o f  a better Quality, much more to the 
fatisfaction o f  common Senfe, than the Caufe which, 
they have aifigned in the Report, v iz .  that if  they did, 
nothing wou’d be fold but Porter.

It appears, that the Expence to the Brewer o f  the 
Liquor called Small-beer, which he fells at $s. the 40 
Gallons, is really no more than 2s. 6d -, when he mixes 
this Liquor with A le , and fells it for 8s. 10s. 12s. and 
145. a Barrel, he has a great additional Profit, over and 
above the Profit on each Liquor, i f  fold unmixed ; for 
inftance, A le  at 1 8j. the 40 Gallons is worth as near 
a s  poifible without going into Fractions $[d. a Gallon, 
Small-beer at 5/. the 40 Gallons is worth I 'd. a Gallon, 
this is the Price then which each Liquor wou’d fell for 
i f  fold feparately ; now let us fee what they (ell for when 
mixed.

The



T h e  Brewer puts to Small-beer which he fells 
for 8s. the 40 Gallons, 8 Gallons or Ale, 
value - - - - - -
32 Gallons o f  Small-beer, value

309
( 77* )

T h is  fells for 8j. fo there is a Profit upon 
mixing, o f

T o  t os. Small-beer, the Brewer puts 11 Gal
lons o f  A le , value -  
29 Gallons o f Small-beer, value

T h is  fells for io f. fo there is a Profit upon 
m ixing, o f  ■

T o  1 2s. Small-beer, the Brewer puts 1 4 Gal
lons o f  A le , value - 
2,6 Gallons o f  Small-beer, value

This fells for 1 is . fo there is a Profit upon 
m ixing, o f

T o  14/. Small-beer, the Brewer puts 17 Gal
lons o f  A le , value - 
23 Gallons o f  Small-beer, value - -

T h is  fells for 1 4 fo there is a Profit upon 
m ixing g f

s. d.
3 »
4 o

7 8

o  4

5 ° i  
3 7i

8 8

1 t _

6 5
3 3

9 8 

2 4_

7 9\
2 10^

10 8

3 4 

From



From this State it appears, that upon every Stage of 
m ixing A le and Small-beer, the Brewer has a very 
great Profit, over and above what he wou’d  have if 
he fold the Liquors feparately ; and if the Profit arifing 
from the M ode o f  m ixing here defcribed, be fuperadded 
to the advantage which the Biew er has been proved to 
have in carrying on his T rad e  according to the pre
fent Practice, rather than by raifing the Price and Qua
lity o f  his Ale, it will ihew clearly why the Biewers 
are againil a reparation o f  the T rad es.

T h is  Pradtice o f  m ixing is not only an Impofition 
on the Publick, but alio a great Lois to the Revenue.

E very thing that contributes to introduce the ufe of 
a Liquor which pays a leffer Excife, in the Place o f  ano
ther which pays a greater, m uft certainly be an Injury 
to the Revenue ; . by the prefent M ode o f  m ixing Ale 
with Small-beer, and thereby m aking Liquors o f  vari
ous Strengths and Prices, Liquors are furnifhed to eve
ry Perfon, adapted to his T a ite ,  which fuperfede the 
ufe o f  A le , and which pay a lower D uty. T h is  Prac
tice is d ired ly  againil L aw , for the Excife A f t  has enaft- 
ed, that all M alt Liquor above the value o f  6s. the 32 
Gallons, fhall pay a D uty o f  2s. 6d. as A le  * and that 
all at, or under that value fhall pay but 6d. as Small- 
beer. T h e  intention o f  this Claufe was to prevent the 
m aking o f  any Liquor o f  a Quality between A le  and 
Small-beer, without paying the D u ty  o f  A le  ; all fub- 
fequent R evenue L aw s on the fame Principles, have 
prohibited the m ixing o f  ilrong and weak M alt  Liquor, 
after they have been brewed, and have paid their ref- 
pective Duties ; and have annexed heavy Penalties to 
this Practice, which ought to be enforced againil all 
w ho m ix ; for it is obvious that trading in this mixed 
Liquor, is in f a d , . felling A le  o f  an inferior Q uality, 
the greateíl Part o f  which has paid D uty only as Small-
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beer, the Sàle o f  which alfo prevents the Confumption 
o f  fo much Liquor which would pay Duty as A le.

T h u s  it appears, that the m ixing o f  itrongand weak 
Malt Liquors together, and felling the mixture either 
as A le, or as Small-beer, is a very great Impofition on 
the Pubiick, and a very great Injury to the Revenue, 
aitho’ compofed o f Liquors which have each paid D uty, 
under the relpedtive Rate which the L aw  has fixed 
for it.

I  fhall now confider this T ra d e  o f  m ixing A le  with 
Small-beer, in another light, and endeavour to fhew, 
that a Brewer who is allowed to do fo, under pretence o f  
fupplying Gentlemen, m ay, if  he be difpofed to Fraud, 
take advantage o f  this Indulgence, and impofe on the 
Revenue.

Suppofe a Brewer fhould brew from M alt and Hops, 
a Liquor as ftrong as the Officer o f  Revenue will 
allow to pafs under the denomination o f  Small-beer, 
or at the Duty paid for that Liquor, after you pafs that 
Line, there is no diilinclion made by Law  in the Duties 
paid by Malt Liquors, but there is lome greater allow- 
ance made to the Brewers on ftrong Beer, than on A le  
for wafte, & c. which amounts to a fmall faving in the 
Duty ; the Brewer theft at fomewhat lefs than the D uty 
on Ale, makes a Liquor o f  great ft ength, mixes a few 
Gallons o f  it with Small-beer, which is brewed o f  full 
Quality, and then has a Liquor o f  equal, or fuperior 
ftrength to the A le, which he now fells for i 8s. and 
this Liquor pays D uty for the greateft part o f  it per
haps as Small-beer.

For initance, the A le  which is now fold for i 8s. is 
brewed from 7 Stone o f  M alt ; now fuppofe 2 Barrels 
of this A le  brewed from 14 Stone o f  M alt, and that 
■a Barrel o f  Small-beer was made from 3 Stone o f M alt,

and
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and a Barrel o f  ftrong Beer from t 2 Stone, if thefe % 
Ban els be mixed, they will m ake 2 Barrels o f  Ale, 
extracted from 15 Stone o f  M alt ; whereas, the two 
made in the ordinal y w ay, were extraded from 14 
Stone only ; the 2 Barrels made from 14 Stone, would 
pi.y Excife icm. 2id . while the 2 extraded from 15 
Stone, would pay only 6s. o id . fo that in whatever 
L ight you view the m ixing o f  A le  and Small-beer, 
you will find it highly injurious to both the P ubhck and
to the Revenue.

But the Brewers o f  Dublin  will fay, that the Frauds 
which I have mentioned, may be pradil'ed at Coik  or 
elfewhere, but that they were never pradifed  in Dublin, 
and that all thofe Suppofitions are without foundation.

In anfwer I m uil obferve, that the Frauds which arife 
from the m ixing o f  M alt Liquors, have not been at
tended fo, or underitood in D ublin , for the Gentlemen . 
who heretofore governed the Revenue, having thro a 
m iftaken Notion, that the Brewery required every In
dulgence and Alliftance againft imported Beer and Spi
rits, with the beft Intentions towards the B rew ery, and 
o f  courfe towards the Revenue, publickly allowed the 
m ixing o f  A le  and Sm all-beer, for the purpofe merely 
o f  fupplying Gentlem en with Small-beer, at the Rates, 
or Prices before mentioned ; T h e  Brewers therefore 
had no occafion to do that privately, which they did 
without Controul i and the Officers teeing that the mix
ing o f  M alt Liquors was thus authorized or w inked at, 
took it for granted, that the P ra d ic e  w-as not injurious 
to the R evenue, and never took N otice o f  it in any 
ihape ; it is therefore difficult to fhew any a d u a l detec
tion of this kind o f Fraud in D ublin , but I íhall ftate 
a few F a d s  which may open the E yes o f  People, and 
m ake them  m ere attentive to this particular Fraud in 
D ublin .'

T h e
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T h e  Brewers when examined before the Committee 
o f  the Houfe o f  Commons in 1773, were often aiked, 
w hy they did not m ake Liquor o f  a better Quality, 
and raile the Price o f  it, i f  they cou’d not afford it at 
the then P rice; the confiant Anfwer was, that they 
cou’d not raife the Price in the fmallefl degree, for 
that i f  they did, they cou’d fell none; this Anfw er ap
pears in the Report. From  this, and the confiant A £  
iertions of the Brewers, we are to conclude, that there 
is no D rink o f  a fuperior Strength or Quality, brewed 
in Dublin, and that i f  there was, it would have no 
Vent ; but I find by a return from the Examinator o f  
Excife, that there were brewed in Dublin  in the Y ear, 
ending Lady-day 17 7 3 , (the Y ear immediately preced
ing that in which the Brewers gave their Evidence) 
8,870 Barrels of flrong Beer, and o f  Small-beer in the 
fame Year 59,263 Barrels, at 32 Gallons to the Barrel ; 
the proportion therefore between ilrong and Small- 
beer in that Period is 6  ̂ o f  Small-beer, to one o f 
Strong ; now i f  none o f  this Strong-beer had Vent in 
the ordinary w ay, what are we to iuppofe m u il have 
become o f  it ? T h ere  can fcarcely remain a Doubt, but 
that it was mixed with Small-beer, and the M ixture 
difpofed o f  more to the advantage o f  the Brewer than 
o f the Revenue ; and I m uil obferve, that o f  thefe 
59 ,263 Barrels, there were 18,012 brewed by four 
Brewers who worked moflly for Ships ufe, fo that the 
remaining 4 1,251 Barrels are not fo m uch as five Bar
rels of Small-beer to one o f  Strong.

I have got Returns from the Office o f  the E xam i- 
nator o f  Excife, of the quantities o f  A le , Strong-beer 
and Small-beer brewed in Dublin , in each Year from  
i /73 t0 1777. (both Years included) which I fhall 
lubjoin as a further Evidence o f  the probability at leafl 
ot the Suppofition, that the Strong-beer brewed in 
Oublm, or a confiderable Part o f  it, is m ixed With 
omall-beer, and fold as Ale.

L A n
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A n  Account o f  the quantity o f  A le , Strong- 
beer, and Small-beer brewed in Dublin , in 
the following Years, each Y ear  ending the 
25th o f  M arch.

Y  ears.
Barrels o f  

A le .

Barrels o f 
StrongBeer

Barrels o f 
Small-beer

1773
1774
1775
17 7 6
1777

239,087
235,189

236’307
228,238
228,051

8,780 
10 ,379  
10 ,182
12,583
15,483

59 ,263
59 ,5 '  7 
56,829

57 , 7 9 !
64,406

It appears from this A ccount at firit V iew , that in 
each Y ear the quantities of Strong and Small-beer rofe 
and fell together, that as they rofe in quantity A le  fell, 
and as they fell, A le  rofe ; that an increafe in Strong 
caufed an increafe in Small-beer, and then A le de- 
creafed, and that a decreafe in Strong, caufed a de- 
creafe in Small-beer, and then A le  increaíed ; now 
what could this be owing to, unlefs it were, that the 
additional quantity o f  Strong-beer was brewed for the 
purpofe o f  m ixing with Small-beer in fuch proportion, 
as to m ake an A le  which fhould fuperfede the necet 
fity o f  brewing fo m uch Liquor under the denomina
tion o f  A le , and which i f  fo brewed, muft have paid 
D u ty  as A le , the Brewer having thereby iavedfo much 
M oney as amounted to the difference between the Duty 
o f  A le  and Small-beer, upon the quantity o f  Small- 
beer fo m ixed and fold as Ale.

It will be faid that the Liquor denominated Strong- 
beer by the Revenue Officer, was really Porter, and

iold as iuch unmixed.

I am
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I am very far from aiferting, that the whole o f  the 
Strong-beer brewed in Dublin , is mixed with Small- 
beer and fold as Ale, I know the F a d  to be otherwil'e ; 
there are three Porter Brewers in Dublin, the amount o f  
whofe Porter certainly cannot come within the fuppofi- 
tion o f  deing mixed, but I ftill am o f  Opinion, that there 
is a very confiderable quantity o f  Strong-beer brewed 
for the purpofe o f  mixing.

T h e re  are in Dublin about 33 Brewers, o f  thefe, 
from 26 to 28 brew Strong beer, three only are Porter 
Brewers, therefore what the reft brew is not Porter, 
and remains liable to fufpicion.

T h e  quantity o f  Porter brewed, bears a fmall pro
portion to the Strong-beer as I apprehend, and I fear 
that it cannot hope for general Confumption fo long as 
the Price o f  it is kept up lo high as at prefent; I un- 
derftand that Irtjh Porter is fold by the Barrel o f  40 
Gallons for 11. 15s. and that London Porter is fold to 
the Retailers at 1/. 135. 4d. I fhall not fay that Lon
don Porter is better, but I may fuppofe it equal in 
goodnefs, and it is cheaper by is. 8d. H ow  then can 
Irijh Porter at that Pi ice, e x p e d  to have a general Con
fumption ?

From thefe Confiderations it appears probable to me, 
that a great part o f  the Liquor brewed under the N am e 
of Strong-beer, is really A le  o f  a luperior ftrength 
brewed for the purpofe o f  m ixing with Small-beer, in 
order to fell as A le , and evade the payment o f  the 
Duty, and that it is not really Porter made for fair 
Confumption ; but i f  this be not the Cafe, and that 
the Strong-beer is fairly confumed, it proves two 
things.

i ft, T h a t  the Brewers upon every Examination into 
the ftate o f  the Brewery, have for iome private Reafons,

L  2 con-
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concealed the T ru th  as to the Confumption o f  Strong- 
beer, and have repeatedly denied, that it would be 
poffible to get Sale for their Liquor, fhould they raife 
the Quality and the Price o f  it.

2dly, It proves beyond doubt the T r u th  o f  my Po- 
fition, that if  there w as a Liquor o f  good Quality made, 
and fold at a higher Price than A le  is at prefent, viz. 
i  Ss. the 40 Gallons, but at a lower than Enghjh Beer 
c.in be afforded at, that it would have Sale, and would 
caufe a great increafed Confumption, and this muft ap
pear from the Confideration, that there is a giea. in- 
created Confumption o f  this Strong beer, it being near
ly doubled in five Years, notwithstanding that the 
Price o f  it is immoderatley high.

H ere it may not be ami Is to m ake iome Obierva- 
tions upon the Prices at which the Dublin  and the Lon
don Brewers fell their D rink, the D uty which each pays, 
and what remains to each o f them for their Liquors, 
after paym ent o f  the Duties,

T h e  Comparifon fhall be made upon the Dublin Bar
rel o f  40 Gallons at 217  cubical Inches,

The



3 / á

( 85, )

T h e  London Brewer fells, the London Barrel o f  Por
ter, containing 36 Gallons at 282 cubical Inches, or 
10 ,152  cubical Inches, for

Englijh 1 1, 10s. od. Irijh 1 /. 1 zs. 6d. 
from this we m ufl deduct 

the Duty.
T h is  Barrel o f  Porter is 

made from 3 Bufhelsof 
M alt, and 4 Pound o f  
Hops,

It pays Excife -  - 0 8 0 - - 0 8 8
T h e  M alt pays at gd. a 

Buihel, - 0 2 3 - ' - 0 2  5 i
T h e  Hops pay at 1 d. a

Pound, -  0 0 4 - - 0 0 4 T

0 1 0 7  o n  5*

T h is  being the State o f  
the fellingPrice o f  the 
London Barrel o f  Por
ter, and the Duty that 
it pays, I ihali ftate 
the fame upon the
Dublin Barrel. Enghjh M oney. Irijh Money,

A  quantity o f  Porter 
equal to the Irijh Bar
rel, or 8,704 cubical 
Inchcs, fells in Lon
don for, -  -  I 5  8 i -  -  î  7 10*

This quantity pays D uty 0 9 0  - - 0 9 9

Remains to the Brewer 
for his Liquor over
and above the Duties,- o  16 8i -  -  0 1 8  i f

T h e
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T h e  Iriib Barrel o f  Porter, or 8,704 eu- /. s- d. 
bical Inches, fells in D u b l i n  for -  1 l5c ° i

It pays D uty, -  " 0 ̂  I?

Remains to the Dublin Brewer for his L i 
quor above the Duties, -  ~

D e d u d  what remains to the E n g h j b

Brewer above the Duties, -  -

Remains Advantage in favour o f  the Irijb
Brewer. - -  " " ~ o  11 9

T h e re  are two fpecies ofStrong-beer brewed 
in D u b l i n ,  the one fells for 2/. the Bar
rel, the other for i / .  i o j .  T h a t  which 
fells for %l. is made from an addition 
o f  3 Stone o f  M alt more than Porter, 
it fells for 5s. more, from  which de
ducting 3J. the price o f  the additional 
M alt, there will remain, -  - 1 17  o

D e d u d  the D u ty , -  - -  o  5

3ty  M
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I  I I  I O f
Remains to the IriJlj Brew er, o f  this Spe-

d e s  * — — — — - —  —
T h e re ’remains to the Englijb  Brewer but - 0 1 8  i i

Advantage in favour o f  the Irijh  B rew er -  o  13 8̂

T h e  Brewer o f  30s. Strong-beer, gets per
Barrel, -  -  - -  1 10  o

It pays D u ty , -  -  -  o  5 i l

Remains to the IriJlj Brew er, o f  this Species, 1 4  ,0 f
P e d u d  what remains to the Englijb  Brew er, 0 1 8  1*

A d van tage  to the Irifb B rew er, -  o  6 8£

The
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T h e  h ijh  Brewer o f  A le , gets nominal /. s. <L 
price for his Barrel, -  -  i O O

D e d u d D u ty , -  * °  5 *1

Remains to the Irifo Brewer on this Species, o  14 10* 
T h e  Englijh Brew er has on this quantity, - 0 1 8

A dvantage in favour o f the Englijh Brewer, - o  3 3 V

T h u s  ftands the Account ; in the laft A rticle I have 
taken the nominal Price o f  In jh  A le , becaufe altho’ 
the Brewer gets really by the deductions made 
from him but 1 8j. yet he brings that hom e, by putting 
in 2 Stone lefs o f  M alt.

T h e  Obfervations which m uft occur upon this C om 
panion are, that if  the EngUJh Brewer has a reafcnable 
and juft price for his Porter made from  9 Stone o f M alt 
and four Pound o f  H ops, the Irijh Brewer has a very 
exorbitant price for his Strong-beer and Porter, and 
too fmall a price perhaps for his A le ; it therefore it 
be intended to regulate the T rad e, fo as to increafe the 
Confumption o f  M alt Liquors, and o f courfe the R e 
venue, care m uft be taken to correft thefe two ex
tremes.

H aving now fhewn what is the prefent M ode o f  car
rying on the Brewing T rad e, and what are the Frauds 
committed, and it being clear that a reparation o f the 
Trades would ftop thofe Frauds, I need not take 
much pains to point out the true Reafons the Brewers 
are and will be againft a feparation o f the Brewery.

I come now to the Queftion, whether a Small-beer 
Brewery can be carried on w ith any profit to the 
Brewer.

The
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T h e  AlTertion o f the Brewers is, that the price o f alt 
the Materials ufed in Brewing, and o f Labour, hiie, 
Rent, Taxes, and every other Article neceilary to 
carry on their Trade, is fo very much advanced iince 
the Year 1662, the \e a r  in which the Adt o f Exciië 
palled, that the Rate then put upon Small-beer, is by 
no means what ought to Hand at this D ay, that is, that 
they cannot now manufadure a merchantable Liquor 
from Malt and Hops, and afford to fell it for 6s. the 32 
Gallons.

I will not take upon me to fay pofitively, whether 
thefe Alfertions be well founded or not, but I fhall lub- 
mit fuch Realons as induce me to be o f Opinion, that 
the Small-beer Trade can lupport itfelf fepaiately at 
this Day as the Law now ftands.

T h e  firft thing I wou’d beg leave to obferve is, that 
were the Trades leparated we fhou’d not be in a worfe 
iituation than we are at this D ay, for until lately there 
was none, and even now there is very little Small-beer 
manufactured from M alt and Hops in Ireland ; the L i
quor now generally fold as Small-beer, is made as has 
been before mentioned, from Molaffes £3V. and fold fo 
low as from 4*. to §s. the 40 Gallons \ a Liquor there
fore o f a better quality cou’d certainly be manufactured, 
and fold at 6s. the 32 Gallons, or 7s. 6d. the 40 Gal
lons, therefore were the Trades feparated we fhou’d not 
be worfe o ff but rather better than we are in our pre
fent Situation, for there can be no doubt that i f  the ufe 
o f Molafl'es be permitted ; and the Publick be con
tented with the Liquor extradied fiom  it, a better L i
quor can be then made at 7s. 6d. than is now made 
from 4s. to 5*.

I mult here again obferve, that the Brewers in their 
Argum ent, do not attend to the difference in the M ea- 
fure by which M alt Liquor pays D uty, and that by 
which they fell ; the rate o f Excife is fixed on 32 G al
lons, they fell by a Barrel o f 40 Gallons 5 all Computa

tions
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lions on the Brew ing T rad e are made on the Barrel they 
fell by, viz. 40 Gallons, but they fometimes introduce 
the Barrel o f  32, as when they fay that they cannot 
afford to leil Small-beer at the Rate o f  6s. they w ou’d 
have you to underiland, that they mean 40 Gallons for 
6s. whereas the A i l  o f  E xcife rates the 32 Gallons at 
6s. that is 7s. 6d. for 40 Gallons.

M y  next Reaion for thinking that the Sm all-beer 
T ra d e  can fupport itfelf is, that the Sm all-beer Brew 
ery is earned on as a feparate Bufinefs in London, where 
the Rate o f Sm all-beer is nominally the lame as in Ire- 
land, viz. 6s. a Barrel, but is really lower*

T h e  A di o f  Excife in England has charged the D u ty  
jof  A le  upon all Liquors above the value o f  6s. the Bar
rel; that Barrel is to contain in London by the fame L aw 
36 Gallons at 282 cubical Inches to the G allon, as has 
been often mentioned, or in other W ord s, 10 ,15 2  cubi
cal Inches are rated at 6s. this is the I ,aw at this D ay * 
T h e  A i l  o f  Excife in Ireland has alfo rated Sm all-beer 
at 6s. the Barrel, but that is the Barrel o f  32 Gallons 
at 2 1 7-rV cubical Inches, or in other W ords, 6,963 cu
bical inches are rated at 6s ; it therefore follows, that 
thzEngliJh A f t  has rated 20,304 cubical Inches, or £ 
Barrels, at no more than 1 2 whereas the Info A t l  has 
rated 20,889 cubical Inches, or 3 Barrels, at 1 8i ; and 
o f courfe 20,334 Inches are rated in London at 12 
and in Dublin at i*js. $\d\ fo that at this D ay there is 
a difference o f nearly one third in the rate o f  Sm ali-beer 
in flavour o f the Irijh Brewer ; the T ra d e  is carried 011 
feparately in London, and therefore may m uch m ere ad- 
vantageoufly in Ireland.

N ext I think the Sm all-beer T ra d e  can fubfilT, be- 
caufe fince the latl Seifion o f  Parliam ent, a Gentlem an 
has fet up a Sm all-beer Erewery in Dublin , and brews 
nothing but Sm all-beer, which he fells at 8s. the 40 
Galions ; and becaufe feveral o f the Brewers o f  Dublin

M  have



have lînce his Com m encem ent in this Bufinefs, adveiv 
tifed in the N ew s Papers and fet forth, that they had 
ereCted B rew ing Coppers and other U tenfils for the foie 
m anufacture o f Sm all-beer from  M alt and H ops only, 
w hich they w ou’ d fell for the Price o f  8j. the Barrel o f  
40  Gallons ; thus the Eftabliihm ent o f  even one Small- 
beer Brew ery in D ublin , has drawn a ConfeJlion from 
other Brewers, that they can m anufacture Sm all-beer 
from  M alt and H ops, and fell the 40 Gallons for 8j. 
E xperience therefore ih ew su s now, that 8i. is a fuffici- 
ent R ate for Sm all-beer, it therefore only now remains 
to Ihew , that the Brewers can by L a w , fell Sm all-beer 
at that Price.

T h e  R ate o f  Sm all-beer being fixed at 6s. the 32 
G allons, it is clear that 40 Gallons m uft be rated at
7s. 6d. in the firft inftance.

T h e  R ate o f  Sm all-beer has ever been confidered in 
this K ingdom  as the Price at which the Liquor is (old, 
but altho’ this has been the confiant and undifpufced In
terpretation put upon the L a w , yet I im agine that it 
w ill bear another, and i f  m y Opinion be well founded, 
it w ill obviate effectually the Objection which is made to 
th e R ate.

A s  I have already faid, the R ate o f  Sm all-beer has 
ever been confidered as the felling Price, or in other 
W o rd s, Sm all-beer has been rated at 6s. the Barrel, the 
D u ty  included ; now in m y Opinion, it ought to be 
rated at 6s. exclufive o f  the D u ty , and for the follow
in g  Reafons.

T h e  W o rd s o f  the ACt o f  E xcife are, “  For every 
“  32 Gallons of Ale and Beer of above 6s. the Barrel 
“  Price & c . 2S. 6d, and for every 32 Gallons of 6s. 
“  Beer or Ale or under that Price See. 6d.”

The



T h e  W ord s o f this A d  m uft allude to the Price o f 
Beer and A le  as it flood at the T im e  the A ct was 
agitated * until this A f t  pafled into a L aw , there was no 
Excite on Beer or A le , and therefore when the A c t  
mentioned the Price o f Beer and A le, and fixed on 6j. 
as the Rate which lhould dift.nguifh between the tw o 
Liquors, it muft have meant 6s. exclufive o f the D u ty  
laid on by the A ft ,  w hich D uty was not to take place, 
until the 25th. o f  December follow ing, near lix M onths 
after the palling o f the A  Ci.

N ex t, becaufe the fame A ct o f  Excife im m ediately 
after where it fixes the D uty to be paid on Goods im
ported, which are not particularly rated in the B ook of 
Rates annexed to that A c t, or in that annexed to the 
A ct o f Cuftom s fays, “  that they Jhall be rated by the 
«  Officer of Excife according to the bighefl Rate that the 
“  faid Commodities Jball then bear in the Market, there
by clearly intending and expreihng, that they ihou d at 
all T im es be rated the D uty included, and pay D uty 
accordingly ; whereas in the Claufe rating B eer, there 
are no fuch W ords which w ou’d have been inlerted there 
alfo, had the Law  intended that the D uty ihou d be in- 
eluded in the Rate.

N ext, becaufe if  the D u ty  was included in the R ate , 
the Rate w ou’d always be uncertain, and fubjed  to be 
altered by every additional D uty laid on Beer, and or 
courfe, the more D u ty  was laid on, the lower the R ate 
wou’d be, which w ou’d be unjuft and ablurd -, for it 
cannot be fuppofed, that the A ct cou’d m ean, that the 
Brewer ihou d fell his D rink for 6s. the Barrel the D uty 
included, when the D uty was but 6d. a Barrel, and 
that he fhou’d fell it alfo for 6s. when the D uty was gd. 
and as the D uty increafes the ftronger will be the A r g u 
ment, and fuppofing the D uty to rite to 6s. a Barrel, 
then if  the prefent Conftruttion is the true one, the 
Brewer is to fell his Small-beer for the very Sum  which
he pays to the K in g  for the D uty.

*  : M  2 T h e
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T h e  Irijb A i t  o f  E xcife is taken from the Englijb 
A c t for the lame purpofe, the W ords o f  the Englijl A d  
are “  For every Rarrelof Beer or Ale above Jix Shill tigs 
“  the Barrel, & c. is. 3d, for every Barrel of 6s Beer 
“  or Ale or under & c  3 d ,”  altho’ the W o .d  Price is net 
here inferted, yet either that W o rd , 01 fome other o f 
equal Import is certainly unde’ flood, and the Senfe and 
M eaning o f  the whole Sentence is precifely the lame 
as that o f our A i t  ; now I find upon Application to the 
E xcife Office in London, that they have always rated 
Sm all-beer at 6s exclufive o f the D u ty , which has con
firm ed me in the Opinion, that we have been in an 
Error in our M ode o f  rating Sm all-beer, for as w e took 
our A ct from  theirs, and as the W ord s clearly mean 
the fame T h in g , and as ours is the C opy, it is but rea- 
fonable to allow that their uniform  P raitice  is the beft 
Interpretation o f  the original M eaning and Intention o f 
the A d , and it is very pollible, that as our R evenue 
was farm ed to three lèverai Sets o f  Farm ers, that fome 
o f  them m ight have introduced this Variation from  the 
Englijh Practice for their own Profit and Em olum ent.

I f  the con flru d ion  o f  the A i t  be dubious, it ought 
to be interpreted in Favour o f  the Brew ers, and there
fore on the whole, I think Sm all-beer ought to berated 
at 6s. the 32 G allons exclu iive  o f  the D uty ; i f  fo, the 
D u ty  net at this D ay o f 32 Gallons is 8d. therefore the 
Brew ers can at this D ay lell 32 G allons for 6s. 2d. o f 
courfe they can fell 40 G allons for 8j. 4 \d. net, this is 
the net D u ty  added to the R ate  after deducting the A l
lowance m ade to the Brewers o f  2i  G allons in 23, and 
alfo m aking A llow ance for the alteration m ade in the 
G allon for charging the additional D uties in Favour o f  
the B rew er, for the grofs D u ty  o f  40 G allons without 
thefe A llow ances is w hich being added to the
R ate 7s. 6d. w o u ’d m ake 8j. $\d.

321
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On the whole, i f  the Brewers be enabled at this D ay 
to lell Sm all-beer at 8*. 4\d and i f  Experience ihews 
us that they can afford to fell it at 8s. furely there can
not be any Rtafori for altering the A ct o f  Excife fo r 
thepurpofe o f giving a higher R ate to Sm all-beer.

On the other H and, we have nothing to induce us to 
alter he Rate, except the bare Aliertion o f  the Brewers 
that the R ate was too low ; this Aiiertion was fupported 
upon this Principle, that 6s. was too lm all a Price for 
40 Gallons o f  Srnall-beer. I have fhewn, that 40 G al
lons are certainly rated by L aw  at 7s. 6d. and 1 have 
endeavoured to prove, that this R ate is excluhve o f the 
D uty,, and that o f  courfe, they can fell 40 Gallons for 
8s. 4 \d. as the D uty now Hands, which is 2s. 4 \d. 
more than they fuppofed they cou’d fell it for.

I mufl- alio obferve, that altho’ this A rgu m en t was 
what the Brewers ultim ately relied on to prevent the 
leparatingof the Brew ing T rad es, yet it was not their 
fii i l  Argum ent. T h e y  fet out, by declaring and aiferting, 
that i f  the Trades were ieparated, the A le  Brew ery 
m uil be deilroyed, as their only Profit was on Sm all- 
beer made from their Grains after extracting A le  ; 
when this Aifertion was confuted by the Anfwers. 
already given in thefe Papers, they had recourfe to 
their prefent Ground. I think I m ay therefore luppofe, 
either that they took up this A rgum ent m erely to an- 
fwer their private Purpofes, or that they were deceived 
themfelves ; I think I am juftified in the firil Suppofi- 
tion, by their fubfequent Conduct, and the alternative 
will not appear ill founded orunreaibnable, when it isre- 
collected, that they were certainly either deceiving the 
Publick or deceived them felves for a feries o f  Y ears, as 
to the Caufes o f  the decline o f  the Brewery.

I have
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I have now gone thro' the fe v e r*  Parfe M sS«b-f  
j « l ,  and have .ndeavrv.ned i . ; ^  ^  ^  n,ear,s by 
the dechne o f the Brew ing , flouri{hing State>
which it may be reftored to its nu:e &  has obliged
b u t as a m inute inveft.gat,on of th e  S u b je a

o f the B rew ing T r a d e  m a , be

effected.

I fet out by endeavouring to fhew , that the Reafons 
aflkn ed  f o r  the decline o f the B rew ery, v iz .  the great 
increafe in the Importation oi M alt Liquors, and Con- 
fumption o f Spirits neither w ere, nor could have bcerç 
the true Caufes o f it s decleniion*

I have mentioned w hat appeared to m e to b e the:true 
Caufe, v iz .  the reduction o f the quality o f M alt Li
quors , I have endeavoured to prove, that this Reduc
tion was occafioned by the Brew ers underfelling each 
other, untill they reduced the price o f  A le  to i 8j. a 
Barrel, and by their then leifenm g, in order to reim- 
burfe them felves, the quantum  o f M aterials from  which

it was made.

I have explained the F rau d s praclifed, fhewn the 
m agnitude o f  them , and their effect in reducing t ie 
quality o f  M alt Liquors -, and I have then propoled 
w hat appear to m e to be the proper R em edies, v iz .  to 
retlore the Q uality o f  M alt L iquors, and to take away 
the inducem ent and the m eans o f  defrauding the Re

venue.

T h e  M ode I propofe o f  doing the form er is, by af-
certaining what the Price is at w hich a Brew er can really
afford to fell good A le , allow ing him  a reasonable profit,and
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and then to enaót, that no Perfon ihall fell A le  under
that price.

A nd  for the latter, I have propofed to feparate the 
Brew ing T ra d e , and not to allow a Brewer o f  A le  to 
brew Sm all-beer, or the contrary.

In order to give thefe Rem edies their proper e ffe d , 
5t will be neceifary to en ad  by L aw , that no Brewer iliall 
exercife his T rad e untill he ihall have given N otice to 
the Collector o f the D iilr id  in which he fhall relide, 
whether he intends to becom e a Brewer o f  A le  or 
Sm all-beer * and that if  any Perfon, after he has g iven  
N otice that he means to brew A le , ihall m ake Sm all- 
beer, or the contrary, he ihall be liable to a certain 
Fine or Penalty.

It will be neceifary alio to prohibit the ufe o f  M o- 
lafles, and all other M aterials except M alt, H ops, 
Barm  and W ater : A nd to fu b jed  the Perfons felling, 
and the Perfons buying A le , under a certain Price, to 
a certain Penalty.

T h e  Confequences exp ed ed  are, that the raifing o f  
the price o f  A le  will enable the Brewers to m ake better 
Liquor, which will increafe the Confum ption ; and that 
the feparating o f  the T rad es, and the prohibiting the 
ufe o f improper M aterials in brewing, will prevent the 
adulteration and redudion o f  M alt Liquors, and in a 
few Years, by preferving the Purity and Q uality o f  
them, reftore the Brewery to it’s form er Condition, and 
wean the People from the prefent immoderate ufe o f  
fpirituous Liquors.
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_ ^  X

c/î cn > >
#s r\ f— 1
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h   ̂ ô’3  r  -  s: ü
o t q - 5

r u  O  ^

s  « "( G Ü

o | 1

C/2 CS ^

O N C° ^

8  J j ’~

4 5 ’ «  t-" 2 E ï  
■*-» ^  

^  o  r £  r G  *-. P -,

CJ QJ çO  I

-S B *
c ce ^ r;
O aj ^  ^  o] 
w *5 CJ o oo

- 3 .  - T S  ° 1
G
3

aï

co
y 3  Í- . 9  
coCq-̂ 2 3 G G

c l ^ î S  8
g:5  IÎJS §S o u 3̂ 2 n u -g <2*-J w  *_* *_i r hCO ^C/3 O W

>, • ̂  ' I <3J
G S rS ^
o ^ O O

w  j z
3  Cl ^

F r ü i
y 10 <£ s .l—, r  (J  v •"

1^ .  •—( CO C/î

■3 5 i l j

Ir  O
- S i c  ..
â K »

«â °  mm
^*r rs

^ --j ■ co o

O

£
*T3

1 « Ph ^
, t !  «o O r  

| - i ^ | - f  = 1  
& r3 üG ° > ^  d ^

g -3 o 2-C o CJ ^
g.ypG t  ç o ^E -G rt §  G o

CH ^  -
\r>



( io6
U ZJ 
r t  i - ,

JJ *  
3 PP 

rtrt
S  ?  c
'o bClp 
0 .=  ^
Z j L ’V 
3  «
C V H  ^

^  g 
• -  ^  -C > °  -tJ
^  s  ^

c î 3 -  CTN
~ZX <u -<  tn %rt cl
>1 1 ^—*
O

jn  ci *“*
O  V-,
J -  (U O
rt -s

CQ
c ^ : 3

VC ~rt u

' s S -
“ 'n  "  .3 0 U
£  T3 <CJ •—. 
u .  w. u _

rn rt oCOr t ^ - ^  
pC in

c  f )  t -  
0  r t  ^  
^  w p q

'‘S  O r-
2  ~  " DO co rt

H  O . Ü

l i e
•a  °  "5  «  "o
U . - Í  C  
P  G  3

rt C Pm 
C  - *  rt

£  4 i
o  g r?h-H '">
H  -  ~
< î ^  co

» - 5 ^ 0

Q  J 2 <*-
^  Si 0
<  rt "3 
U o q  ^
<

. .  “ rt 
^5 co co <n

°> co co  *-

-I+-4- 
CO  VO

<S VO

hH CO c l r*-
: £

Cl

OI—I
sO

CO

o

I~—
C O

o

d>i-ihrt
«
rt

■̂ s 0\ »
<->d

rt 
ü  ' 

<  
u-i O
CO
i-tu
r t  to

<D
V-<rt

cq
u><L>
&.

^5co
bO i 
Grt
£  o

bQ
G

" £  **
c j  o
*— 01

^  _ c

CÍ
sO
*->

vO1—1

to
G

rt

<-*— -3
O  O  
*-* k  

'-G ^

rt pq 0 .S 2  r j -  ^

pq G

'S oh

O
<-i- 
o

o  G
«  S
T ! « l  _  _

u -  m  2 - 5

0 - ^  <55
rt 3

H O

0) M
, r-  C Í*t: o  
u - U  
c ej
QJ kH

O

U
C O ^«* „ i_

^  •- g  c  - r  ^rt Ph *j

w •
M•

s ?
<u0 e.
» O

co
j= . .

CJ
—r -G

rt *—*Onu0 O

«.'«J
c  00 o  00

K  ^ • ' s O
»H 1-4

ci cl >-• O

co 
, <L>

r> *

■è—«
O  -T3 rt

r>

e - 3
l— u
rt *r 

«ffl  
«-'

o  o  

f - h

o  :: bû rn je
—« * - •

^  . b  ^  •
-  ^  b û  3

rt

O
bX> i>  _
C  O  G

^5 -§  *

s g g h « «
P-» c q  G- cq u  -

0 - 2 - 2  
* 7  ■*-* 3  ^  'O  -G

g  3  O  Ï
^  ?
C  

C O

to
W

S
h
'■G

cô «  y  rt
b £  4-.

kT* C  >  o

r o

o
u
r—

rt
f—>

O4_>
C

co

G
a>

’L f c ' . -^  J-î
u  
- j

2  c j  
o  

u >  

o  
G 
u
C m

S
co *

^  w

0  c i

rf
. 3 sO O O O

*«'p*
00 O OO

j
. 4

►H
co
»-4

r--
m

O r^  
»—<

vo

•<  C
c o

xn O ►-* N 0

4-* I 4-1rt

rt
re ‘ 1
c/T ^

h 5  —rn    rt
7 ?  « * , C n
°  ü  O  3  ^
CJ G » m  O <̂ , 
g  2 1 = ^ ^  2<S1 3 rt -

O ' ^  ^  
O ~  o  M O

H  h  h

1 ^  2

8 ê ? 1 b D .S  rt -o
O
U
CJ co 

O rt G
. 0

y cT rt

rt
u - .
O
00
ü
tsOrt

H 3  
G 

1 rt
rt o  

u
•> I ^  

» G

C
CJ

co
co O  *

^  & i5
O  QJî—i

OJ

£
<u

G u -
3 C
G O 
-  u

t  ^  . f a  ^
<D

o

rt <! S
■ ■ i_a G
o  S

Û 4  f ico G  
QJ

r t  
U
h

rt 1—<  ̂ (U
C  -G o

H h

u  
G

M °
OJ .

Ê ĉo
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Ĉ►M
GO

xlt~|
o  co O CO

r-. ^  -j-vo >- '-"
ci cï ~ o

iOIheu 
I rg

3 IO
£

tD ^  c; d>*C ci
o> ^  u-,
S- ^  o

«  J  Z
CO 'tz  C E

i . s S  
bû^CO , 5  ' r t

^  X  . g
D

CJ D», « 
3  -5 O

^  i i  32 ü w  
a-> ^

3
| | 0
yj "rt
S ' S

o  rt 
JZ

I

cotuXrth

1

co
&u,
O

B
CO

I

U-C

co

CJ
CJ
Grt
CO

*■* £ 2 
*s p § *—< ^i-
^  "  c  
►* § s  ^  4J CL»<*-< rt O 

p£? 3 •*j n3
oco

rt-CU

u

-  J i 'S“  - j  bC
• S cS
g3 2 b c  
£ -GQi CJ

-o
c i  o  

<  h

k U

-a 
g

co rt _
Ci . . *■» co
bp £  C  Ci

t) *rt c 
Ci 
C m

^  ^
(U 0  Ci K/
Ci Ci Ci ^

u
G
Ci
C h

fcjr4
^t- O O C

-w
co 0 CO

OS OO
VH t<H 0 H-t }̂“ vo

HH O k-t H-l Ci t-4 0

sO

1̂"

vo

b/)
C• —4

CiJ-i
cq
*T3CM
Ci
4-»

GO
4—1

<-GO
£
O»-.
bû

Boh
M’ rl

O

co

rt
S
O cj

r. -r j

S- ' 1O rt
a 73 en 
^  G rt O 3 O

O GCi
co Jr; 
biitfc: 
^ ^ 5

« § ^ c 2 uG ,-*e G -  <-4-o co 3 rt o
Ç/3 PL, •XS Cco o
00 « -  5 n  "  « -
O rt ç  rt c

— h  F-

Ci ^
o ^-G 4̂ 
Ci g  G'5
j-. rt *-<

ü  o

rt

rt
^ c 4

co
Cibûrt

£  u 
CJ

^  Íí
Po Jrw pq 

>  "°^  rt ü
^  -G

O rt h

^  b w r -  r t  ^

Z $ ê
C  rt •*,Ci o

^  o u
co ^  c

a ÎS 1

aiCi 00CiucCi
Ou,
X

o W

O
r

n

co .G  Ci rt

H

co 
, O
C

0 ^ 0  h  h

ÍÍ 
rt i>

rt

•3 S 
ü .2

« O
- S '3 -

'0
x "5. 

W “̂ 1
o

h



t 3 S 2
C 121 )

r -  ^

co VO

ci m  et►M

«l*
to  co

Tj- , rj-

r~>. h
CO . vo 

a,
«H- «frt
vo o CO t>->-<

1 ^  co O ^ 1>1 *-*
vo ci CO ^*-4 « Ci

ci

O

•«t- ci 

t}- C\ 

V^OO

QJ .-3 Ctf<u 3



359
I  122 )

<N

*T3 ^
C  .  
c J  <->

•»

(U C -  
C J  o

H i
U -  - O
o  crt

" qJ  *

rt J-
PQ rt 

CQ
o  rt 
rt .
Q J *->

o  H  n

: ^ i 5
rt c  -

- S  T 3

t-i- rt O

0) f C
e  ^  J=
O  °  ~

c /3  u  * 5  
u

*
bJOQ. c  
c  c  

• r  c j  —> W) rtO rt rn
—z  aj  

> O•v rt ■'t'
(j o 5>
<U r -  .-C

n q  - £  ~

rr ••‘’S  rt •*-■ sO
S ~rt .

- ,  ^
° ^  £to  *

13 £ =  
t

o

vo O n co  co
°

o O ^t*
*Y*

^  Cî

• cî
M

C l
1

v-\ 0\
>-• ►H »-<

CQ \r> O

•V.* C O
C l

l*H
ci d

d M  M

Ufa
C  oo o  CO

rt

VO

«-*’
r ^

4-jrt

CJ
Q J

p q
i

C J
u ,
l—rt

CQ

rt
co co

=3 C  C

C - E  y
W rhO  'a
-  ^  2 e iO o o n O

j 2  ~  Ü
aj u - oj rt _*jt- o im ■*_. c ;
i -  » -  o  ,—rt •* rt r ,  i —

c ^  £  »-.
VO rt d

«  o
H W

o
< 2
7 3

1 02 
o

i j
rt 

^  _ £  
c j  

£  § 
£ *  * 3  CJ

G QJ 
—  -G 

b O

*** »** M
ThVO

c? t* m  o

r t  ** a> 
u  
GQJ

- D

• S -  8 .

' i ' z u 4ÛJ >s **
Í  t e 2 >  
~  æ  «  Já 
c  ~  S - 5  

•S bJD * 03
s

.5 *  g - S
£  «  ► o

• * CO
v s i

Ua
oa

co
I GJ U _

r t  °  
L j  4>
r *  u

"T3 rt 
E  C

^  r t  c j 

b O  <-* c
G  • -

e j
•-C

c
o

—  •c
’ r t

o

b p * -  Í  u L  u  b J  
C  t o  cj p n  ^  QJ r t  ^  . j -

* s  c  ~  u - c ^  «  «
E ' i  “ -g-s
* -  n» C l  . Q  CO co

bJD
Ç

*4-*
c
3

PQ 2f

, to  r t

°  5  
J O

CO
QJ 
U
c

X S
c cj

o s  “  ¥

—  t ;  u  rt 5
O  «

H

rt
3

C Grt
QJ

J D

<ü
u
CJ

r t

4 J

O
CO

- a
c*

< 8  3
" 8
" U

u
- a

e s3■ e
J G

£  

<o _ ,
W J S  
E o
^  £  QJ ^  
k .

C 3

c *

Q 'O

0 0S  # '  »
*—* »—• >—«

C O M

«H h|«
O CO O co ■̂

o t " .
H

vo O

M Ci « O co

r o

O n

rt
S

i n  CO
O

O rtw  - y  CO
«o a  o
^  a_. b O  
b f l r

g  «• u .  O „  t e  „  g  »2 3 • 2f ^  rt

co ■ "3
a ,  cO rt

K  "5  ^CJ C  «O _
s  Cl*. 3 « W3 c rt-© O O . O O O r t ^ ^

r/* ®
J £  C

CJ o  J2 

g  «  2
c S o
CO o vo Th
r -  <U

rt
PQ

^ f £  & s  «

^  « 2. 5' ^  "E ^  ^  "I ^  S • "5 ' i  ^  U ^  -w
? * r s ? a ; £ ;'5~2s2jiv!zla~ 

h h h ï ? l ^ “ 
H  H



.  3 Ï 4
(  1 23 )

H* "í« 1w O ■<** O vn O 0 0N ►*
~r*s í"* CO VO vS Tj“ VO>-» M M H M 1 •-< i-i

0 Ht Cl 0 CJ OIM" ^

02 1 
OlmbO
rt

w
*J5£ »

<->
D-a
o

0*'~ o o 
W -a ^  «_* rt Oh 
rt «  rt x

C  rjO «

crt

c<LT

G
O
aoc
<LiÛ*

t3

I <u u  
c

8 .

. £
rr «

.2  çj
w • —

jd  - a  - o
~P c

_  rt c*
• -U- t  9) 
£

a.E  
JS * '“

W)
C

' S 'S

«  O 
o  “■*

- G  — ■* ^  rt 
3

§  i  

O  C
J  *
rt jd  
V  “O

-°  3  
_  o

l i  O o
o3 -C 

o
C O

u.
✓ a>
su.

<S
o
£-*-1
<U*G

I I

bO
C

£<u
53 po
c 
o
*- I

<-E
ou.

-a
co
CL)

*C
c
o

2 to c2 
C  W) o
E . E J

^  * 7 3  
73 £  p
oM  S 

H

CO 1
vo

1/5

. 5  a>

m «
co  g  

c
O  (L)

-c4-i
^  r-P .5
a.
rt ort<u

<  -

p 
c
c  J2 

<  £
r t  r t



3 f f
( 124 )

01

rt CO

«  *■*— ►—« 

' 0 =

V §
n  _S '

2 3  v

-s *
F  «
°  c*

2 -*
CO
►-«

c3 <y

S-® go .2
o  r < s

•■̂S 0 On C\ ĉ . O VO O
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