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Lib. 4. Fab. 4. -+
Capelle et Hirci.

{ BARBAM Capelle quum impetrflent ab Jove,
~ Hirci mcerentes indignari cceperant,
Quod dignitatem feeminz quillent {uam ;
< Sinite, inquit, illis glorid vani frui,
¢ Et ufurpare veftri ornatum muneris :
¢¢ Paresdum non fint veftre fortitudini.”
Hoc argunientum monet ut fuftineas tibi

Habitu efle fimiles, qui fint virtute impares.

The Purport of the above Fableis this. When
the She-Goats had, by their intreaties, obtained
of Jupiter the privilege of ‘having Beards as well
as the Males, the He-Goats grew angry; and
complained, that he had degraded their dignity
by admitting the females to- equal honours with

themfelves.
To which the God replied, Thatif they would

take care to preferve the real and effential advan-
tages which ﬁleirgex gave them over the other,
they woulg}..*'h‘g;fe 10 reafon to be diffatisfied with
letting thgrix"i =‘;a;‘ticipate in what was merely orna-

mentals
; A 2







GOAT’S BEARD.

A" F 4 BL M

I N eight terfe Lines has Phadrus told
(So frugal were lthe Bards of old)

A Tale of Goats ; and clos’d with grace
Plan, Moral, all, in that fhort fpace.

¥ Alas, that ancient Moralift

~ Knew nothing of the flender twift

 Which Italy, and France, have taught
3 Jo later tinfﬁ,;_d’fpm the thought.
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They are our mafters now, and We @ :
L 4

Obfequious to their high decree, -A

Whate’er the Claffic Critics fay, © .1‘ &

Will tell it in a modern way,
L _ *Twas fomewhere on the hills, wi&s:ﬁﬁe
| < *Twixt Rome and Naples' fbf‘;iﬁme,
(They can’t efcape the Traveller’s eye,
Nor need their names be told in rhime)
A Herd of Goats, eﬁch'ﬂaining morn,
Midft fcraggy myrtle, pngnted thorn,
Quick glancing to the Sun difplay’d
Their fpotted fides, and pierc’d the fhade.
There Goat-herds ftill, like thofe of old,
Pipe to the ftragglers of the fold,
*Twas there—and therc (no matter when)
With VirGic’s leave, we place the feene.
For fcarcely can we think his {wains
Dealt much in goats on Mantua’s plains ;
Much lefs could ¢’er his Shepherdsdream
-Qf pendent rocks on Mincio’s ftream.

From



4 From Naples his enliven’d thought
Its fondeft, beft ideas caught.

Theocritus perhaps befide

' Some kind embellifhments fupply’d,

- And Poets are not common men~—

 Who talks of Goats in Ely fen !

*T'was there, on one important day,

It chanc’d the He-goats were away,

The Ladies of the Colony -

Had form’d a female Coterie ;

And, as they browz'd the clifts among,
Exerted all their power of tongue.

;Of eafe and freedom much they fpoke,
Enfranchis’d from the Hufband’s yoke ;

How bright the fun, how foft  the air,

‘The 'Trefoyle flowers were fweeter far,
Whilft thus alone they might debate

" The hardfhips of the married ftate.

| Encourag’d by the quick’ning flame

Which fpread, am} caught from dame to dame,
: A Matrony




A MMatron, fager than tbe g @ g
The fair enthufialts thus addrefs’d %

¢¢ Ladies, 1joy to fee, whatl o Q’“ -»=~.;
¢ Have felt, and fmother’d with"a figh,

¢¢ Should touch at length the general breaft,
¢¢ And honeft Nature ftand confeft. -

¢¢ Queens as we arc, we. fee our power
¢ Ulurp’d, and daily finking lower.

¢ Why do our Lo}ds-a;a‘Maﬁers reign
¢¢ Sole Monarchs o’er their fubje& train?

‘¢ What ftamp has Nature given their line, ‘
¢« What mark to-"pr‘ove their right divine
¢¢ Toledd dtwill the paffive herd ?
¢—Itcan be nothing but their Beard.
g4 Obferve our fhapes, our winning alrs,
¢¢ Our fpots more elegant than theirs ;

¢ With equal eafe, with equal fpeed
¢¢ We {fwim the brook, or fkim the mead ;
¢ Climb the tall cliff, where wild thyme grows,

LY pmnacl"s undaunted browze, ,,I

¢¢ Ha
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¢ Hang fearlefs o’er th’ impetuous {tream,

«¢ And fkip from crag to crag like them.
¢« Why are they then to uf ;;-réferr’d ?
¢ It can be nothing but their Beard.
¢¢ Then let us to.grea‘t Jove prepare
¢« A facrifice and folemn prayer,
¢¢ "That He would gracioufly relieve
¢« Qur deep diftrefs, and kindly give ®
¢« 'The all we g(anf to m:_ake us f;ﬁnéﬁ-
¢ Joing Emprefles by right divine.”.

A general murmur of applaufe
Attends the fpeech, The common caufe
Glows in each breaft, and all defy
The bonds of Saligge_tjranny.

The mild, the timofdﬁs- grow bold ; ot
And, as they faumcr to the fold,

Ev’n Kids, with voices fcarcely heard,
_¢¢ 7Tis nothing but the beard.”

Lifp out,— ]
Agrev::d'H | Arld now with fecret care &
The Miu&rations they prepare : .
And :

& ‘
_'1-'.‘-. i ﬁ




Then from the fragrant herbs that oW~

On craggy cliff, or mountain’s browﬂ ‘Q.,
They cull the fweets : and ftuff thﬁw
With * Tragopogon’s downy fpml,. ),

And gums of + Tragacanth to raife

The bickering flame, and fpﬂed the blaze.
But chief the flower beyop‘d!mmpare,

The flaunting § Weodbine revell’d there,
Sacred to Goats; and .Bore‘t'heir name

“'Till Botanifts of modern fame

New-fangled titles chofe to give

To almoft all the plants that live.

* Tragspogon] A Plant called in Englith, the Goat's Beard,

+ Tragacant}] The Coat’s Thorn, The gums of this plant

are ufed in medicine.

§ Wosdbine] The Caprifolium, or Goat’s Leaf of the an-
cients and of Tourpefort, Linnzus ranks it under the genus

of Lonicera, 15 he does the Tragacanth under (hat of Aftra.
galus,

e

And having mark’d a facred ficld, @ 4
Of horns a fpacious altar build ; M :

P o
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| mf theﬁe a hnhm'd heap they place
With all the {kill of female grace 3

~ Then fpread the fprings to catch the air,
~ And light them with the brufhy hair
Pluck’d flily from their hufbands’ chins,

|

" In feeming fport, when love begins.
¢¢ Hear, Father Jove ! if fill thy mmd

¢« With partial fondnefs views our kind 5

¢ If, nurs’'d by Goats, as ftory fays,

¢¢ Thou fill retain’ft their gamefome Ways ;

¢¢ If on * thy fhield Zer fkin appears
4 Who fed with milk thy infant years;

¢¢ If Capricorn advanc ’d b& ﬁme,e

<¢ Shines in the fpheresia Deity, &e. e !

¢ Hear, Father }ove, our Jjuft requeft; | 5

¢¢ O grant us beardsnancl make us blet I”

* Thy bedd} '@e ng:s called fo from the Goat's fkin “1

which cove ﬁt. LTS

Swift




2
Swift mounts the blaze, the fcented &m, '
Seems pleas’d, the Zephyrs gently ﬁM
And Jove himfelf, in frolic mood,\ N i
Reclmmg on an amber cloud, *u,
Snuff’d in the gale and, tho’ he hides
A laugh which almoft burft hl!ﬂd:ﬁ,
Smil’d gracious on the fuppliant crew ;
Ard from the left his thunder flew :
Bleft omen of fuccefs). Ye Fair,
Who know what tyrants fpoufes are,
If e’er you {lipt the tighten’d rein,
Or gave a furljl Hufband pain,
Guefs at their joy:;Devout]y low
They bent, and with prophetic glow
T: ﬁey wreath’d their necks, they cock’d their talls* ;
With {kittith coynefs met the males,

And fcarce admitted the embrace
But merely to preferve the race.

But chief the river banks they throng ;

Narciffus- like o’er fountains huncr
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And not a puddle could they pa;(s |

- Without a {quint to view their face,

; Happy to fee the fprouts arife |

Which promifed future dignities.
When lo! their utmoft with prevails.
- A Beard, asgraceful as the male’s,
Flows from their chins; and forth they mov’d.

At once to be rever’d and lov’d ;

Looking (to borrow a quaint phrafe

- From YouxG, to deck our humbler lays)
<« Delightfully with all their might.”
"The He-goats ftarted at the fight.

¢¢ Angels and minifters of grace.!””

- Appear’d on theirs; like * Garrick’s face.
Glance after glance oblique they fent,

" 'Then fix’d in dumb aftonifhment.

* Garrick's .}"ar.efli in the charater of Hamlet,

Scarce
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Scarce more amni’d did 1-' Atlas ftand,
Sole monarch of th’ Hefperian &nndyc‘ s
When Perfeus on his fhield dlfpb,é .
Terrific charms, the Gorgon’s Wﬁs

At laft recovering their furfil:f
For Goats, like men, are fqrgeuu wifey
On this abfurd, new-modell’d plan,
Like human couples, .they began,
Unwilling, for d_%ét;ruﬁfs i;ake, [ o) vigd
Cuite to unite, di)qmd to break. -
With fhort, half words, and looks that leer’d, - |
They frown’dj.tHey pouted; andithey facer'd:

In g'm_em; terms exprefs’d their thoughts |
On private:and peculiar faults ;

Dropp’d hints they fcarcely wifh’d to fmother,
And talk’d not o but at each other.

+ 4tlas] Ovid’s Metamorpholes, . Baok 4th. Fab, 15th.
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*Till ftrife engend’ring more a-ndl more,

'They downright wrangled, if not fwore ;

And ev’n the Fair could fcarce refrain

From broad expreflions, when they faw
~ Th’ accomplifhments they wifh’d to gain,
, Created not refpeét but awe ;
~ And fofter Kids ufurp’d the flames

Due only to experienc’d Dames.

*T'was then the general difcord rofe ;
And Jove (induftrious to compofe
The cafual feuds his hafty nod
Had caus’d ;) well worthy fuch a God,
Conven’d the States. And the’ he knew
What mortals fay is really true,
¢¢ Advice is fometimes thrown away,”
' He bade them weet, and ia’d the day.
Each confcious of their claim divide
In feparate bands on either fide.
Like Clientyita party caufe
Determin’d to fucceed or die,
(Whate’er

SR v, -
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(Whate’er their Judge may talk of laws) { r'}‘

' {J
Stanch martyrs to integrity. R e

The God appear’d, in proper ftaté;. | =
Not as the arbiter of fate, & a

With all thofe enfigns of command

Which fway the air, the fea, theland,

But yet with dignity, to draw/ |
Attention, and becoming awe.

¢¢ Approach :”’ hc--ci'y"d@, ¢¢ your idle ftrife
¢¢ Has rais’d a thought : V1l give it life.

¢ For know, ye Goats, my high behefts

€

-~

Shall not be thrown away on Bealfts.

‘¢ When Sexes plead, the caufe is common ;

¢ Be Goats no more, but Man and Woman.”
The change enfues. He fmil’d again,

And thus addrefs’d the motley train.—

(Here might we tell, in Ovid’s lay,

How forms to other forms gave way,
How pert-cock’d tails, and fhaggy hides,
And horns, and twenty things befides,
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Gre§v {pruce bag-wigs, or well-queu’d h;ir,'
The floating fack, the Pet-en-I ai:;,
Fur gown, gold chain, or regal 'r'o‘be,
. Which rules, in ermin’d ftate, the globe.
I We wave all this, and fay again,
He thus addrefs’d the motley train.)
¢¢ When firft 1 d_iﬁ'erent‘ fexes form’d,
Happy myfelf, with goodnefs warm’d,

W T T U g —_—

I meant you help-mates for each other;

i
]

"The ties of father, fon, and brother,

| And all the charities below

I kindly meant fhould fpring from you.
Were more exalted fcenes your lot,
1 kindly meant, as who would not,

" The Fair fhould footh the Hero’s care,
The Hero fhould prote& the Fair ;
The Statefman’s toils a_refpite find

jt In pleafures of dc}mﬂft:lc kind ;

~ And Kings themfelves in focial down

Forget the thorns which line a crown.

l
3
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In humbler life, that Man fhould roam
Bufy abroad, whilft fhe at home "“f}

Impatient for hls dear retura . o ” ™
Should bid the crackling incenfe hth'r*‘" .
And fpread, as fortune mlght aﬁol‘ﬁ S
The genial feaft, or frugal b&th J

The joys of honeft Comp&eﬂce;

T e e »
A

The folace even of --Indtgme. J
But things are chang’d, no matter how ;
Thefe bleflings are not frequent now.
Let Time account, as he gﬁd‘es on,
For all his wingsand feythe have done =
We take you in his prefent page,
; The refufe of an Iron Age.
Then hear our fober thoughts.
;"' ' . Ye Dames,
Afie&ion and good-breeding claims

That firlt, in preference to the males,

We place your merits in the feales.

For,




For, whethet "twas defign’d or not,
You fome a‘fcéfn‘deﬁy’ have got.
Ladies, we owt!; have Mﬂ their fhare
In learmng, pol"tu;s, and wai“

To pafs at once the 'ﬂﬁﬁb’tfﬁ?‘t&l’é‘

Of Amazots in codts of niail,

(Fablés which anci;:nt Greece has _tauuhr, [ & |

And, if I knew lhm‘ Pve forgot.) ‘

" Authentic recosz il contaw, fw

To make the females Juﬁly vain,

- Examples of heroic sty gL

Semiramis of * Eaft and T-}iw;:‘
TR

* &mﬁﬁr a_f Eaft) The wife of Ninus,
<y

-[- ---and Nart‘Z} Margarg de “al‘deinar, commonly called
(he Semiramis of the North. Wumted in her own peifon the

three kingdoms of Norway, Denmark, and Sweden. The
fisft by defcent, the mwdy marriage, and the thiid by con-

quelt. Sce the uf NCahnar, 1393~

B2 * Marg’ret
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+ Fair Blanche ; and 1 Ellen of Guienmg?éh >

* Marg’ret the Anjouvine ; of Spain

| Catherine of France immortal grew -
A rubric faint with Barthol’mew : "
In Ruflia Catherines more than one

Have done great things : and many a Joan

* Marg'ret the Anjonvine] Wifeof Heni!y the VIth of Eng-
land, who (notwithftanding her fuppofed intrigue with the
Duke of Suffolk) fupported the ‘i.nten:dt of her hufband and his

family with the moft heroic fpirit.

4 Fair Blancke] Blanche of Caﬁile, wife to Louis the ViIlth
of France. She governed that kingdom during the minority of
her fon, St. Louis, and during his abfence at the holy wars,
with great fortitude and ﬁ;ccefs. . 'The wicked chronicles of
the times have been very free with her characer.

1 LZllen of Guienne] An adventurer in the Crufades, She
was firlk married to Louis the VIIth of France, by whom fhe
was divorced, under a pretence of confanguinity ; and was af-
terwards wife to Henry the IId of England. Her behaviour

hereis well known.

| Catlerine of France] The famous Catherine of Medicis, j
wife to'Henry the I1d of France, and mother to the three fuc- 1
ceeding Monarchs, The maffacre of Paris on St. Bartholo-
mew’s day was conducted under her aufpices,

Has
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© Has buflled in the a&ive fene ;

§ The Pope, the Warrior, and the Queen |

EJ But thefe are ftars which blaze and fall ;
| O’er Albion did Eliza rife

A conftellation of them all,
And fhines the Virgo of the fkies !
* Sofne dames of lefs athletic mold,
By mere misfortune render’d bold,
~ Have drawn the dagger in defence
Of their own fpotlefs innocence.

O’er thefe the penfive Mufe thall mourn,

And Pity’s tear fhall grace their urn.

J TR e -

~ * Others of more heroic part,

By juft revenge to fury led,

§ The Pope, &c.] Pope Joan, Joan of Arc, and Joan ef
Naples.

* Some §0f thefe two affertions the Author doesnot chufe

% Otkers) to give examples, as Some might be thought fa-

bulous, and Others invidious,

Have
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Have plung’d it in a hufhand’s hearty | m
And triamph’d o’er the mighty dcadx%ﬁ«,\?
'Tho’ laurels are teir meed, ’tis: true, b, “RTR

Let milder females have their due, & a 15"0)
And be with humbler myrtles crm’ﬂ'"’ finos A
Who * fuck’d the poifon from the wd

TFor folks there are whp Mfaﬁui;q .
In angel forms that foubof fige,
Nor are quite pleas’d with wéﬂnsls-ar_ld fears’
On limbs beft fram’dfor fofter wars.. . =
Nay now, fo {queamifh men are grown,
Their manners arg fo like your own,
That, tho’ ne Spartan dames we view

Thump’d, cuff*d, and wreftled black and blue,

® Suckdithe poifin] Whether the fory of Eleanor of Caf-
tile, wife to Edwa:id the Iit of England, is fititious or noty °
the Eleanor Croffes exiftirg at prefent, are a fufficient tefti-

megy of her bubagd’s afeions, spd his gratitade to her
memery.

Evia
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Ev’n flighter blemifhes offend

Some times the fair one’s fondeft friend.
Glorious, no doubt, it is, to dare

The dangers of th¢ Sylvan war,

When foremoft in the chace you ride
Some _headlong fteed, you cannot guide,
And owe, by providence, or chance,
Your fafety to your ignorance.

But ah ! the confequential ill

Might there reftrain even woman’s will.

The furrow plough’d by * "Tyburn hat

On the fair forehead’s Parian flat 3

The freckles, blotches, andparcil’d fkins,
"The worms, which like black-headed pins
Peep through the damafk cheek, or rife

On nofes bloated out of fize,

® Tyburn bar] The (mall round hat, which acquired it
name from its being the diftinguithing mark of a pick-pocket :

it is now adopted by gentlemen and ladies,

Are

- . - TLH :



s

Are things which females ought to dread, m

But you know beft, and I proceed. g W 8

N s

Some Sages, a peculiar thought,.;;*,{;_' :
Think politics become you not.
Nay one, well vers’d in Nature’s rules,
Calls * ¢¢ cunning women kna:\ji% ;t:pols.”
——Your pardon—but I barely hint
What impious mortals d‘_alren;\é—p;'int.

In learning, doubtlefs,. you have thin’d |
The Paragons of human gind.
Each abftra& fcience have explor’d ;
Have pierc’d thro Nature s coyeft hoard ;
And cropp’d the 10ve11eﬂ: flowers that blow

On fteep Parnaffus’ double brow,

i
F
Y

* Cunring women) *“ A cunning woman is a knavith fool,”

Lord Lyttelten's Advice to a Lady.

a5 a

And
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And yet what fmall remains we find.
* Afpafia left ‘no tra&ts behind 3
Content her do&rines to impart,

~ As oral truths, warm from the heart,
And ill-bred Time has fwept away

- Full many a grave and fprightly lay,

F Full many a tome of juft renown

- Fram’d by the numerous Fair, who fhone

~ Poetic or hiftoric Queens,

% From Sappho down to + Anne Comnenes.

In modern days the female pen

Is paramount, and copes with men.

* Afpafia] The pupils of this learnéd”lady (if we except
Socrates) were moft of them her loyers too, and confequently

received inftrudtion in the moft agreeable manner it could be

conveyed.

+ Anne Comnenes] A pﬁfﬂc'(.:ﬁi of great lgarning, daughter of
Alexius Comnenus, Emperor of Conitantinople, during the
~ time of the firft Cmf:'.dee.'- She wrote the hiltory of her fa-
' ‘» ther’s long reign, and is ranked amongft the Byzantiae hil-
~ (orians,

Ladies




SR o

Tadies have led th? inftru&ive crew, ..
And kindly told us all they knew. = 70 "
In France, in Britain, many a fcmﬁ—"&» .

I mention nene—to praife the more. Ay

g

And yet in that fame little ifle - o
1 view, with a peculiar fmile, = ¢ ﬁ
And with to name a chofen féw §
A——  ora é—bf%»
Or—But I won’t. /Tt envy raifes.
Few men can bear each others praifes,
And in the fair one would not fee.
; A Genus irritabilf. )
Swift fa) s, a clever {chool-boy’s fame
Is all at which £he Sex fhould aim.
It may'be fo, and He be wife—
But [ authorities defpife.
Men cannot judge in fuch affairs.
} ' { grant your talents great as theirs.
Your wit of a more piercing kind,
Your fenfe more moral and refin’d ;

And
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And fhould ye from friét reafoning fwerve,
You ftill have conquedt in referve,
: If arguments are fomstimes fight,

e

Ay

L B vl 7

4 .
-

e Your eyes are always in the right.”

In Love your empire is fupreme, :
"The Hero’s palm, the Poet’s theme. P o
Nor will we dare to fix a date 0 .
When that foft empire yields to fate, e,
At feventy ‘great Eliza lov’d, n i

- Tho® coy perhaps + her heroes prov’d,

‘ And § Ninon had a longer reign,

She lov’d, and was belov’d againy..

. Nl Ny (Lect
® Your gyes, &ci] A line o Hrior.

% Fer berces] Eilcx and eg_gljtnﬁg:y. :

3 § Niueﬂ It is recor‘;f%fﬂthe celebrated Nino1 I’Encloe,
that a youpg French Abbé, of the name of Gedoyne, had leng
- fn!iciteﬂ her favours, a d%as rather aftonifhed at her crynefs.
| When fhe yiedde mr;u"he begged his pardon for fo dilatory
» compliance, and pleaded as her excule, that her ‘cmale vani-
B ty

< SR e
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(Let Gedoyne the juft =ra fix) f 4" | o
At eighty, or at eighty-fix. ﬁ "‘:

One little hint, before we clﬂd,' S
This tedious foporific dofe, ¢

One little hint we chufe to give,
That nuptial harmony may live.’

As hufbands, tho’ on fmﬂﬁpnﬁtencc,'
Are wond’rous jealous of their fenfe.
Perhaps *twere prudent: to’ conceal
The great accomplifhments you feel.
Then {creen what pains the naked eye
With that thin gauze call’d modefty ;
At leaft with difidence maintain

The triumphs you are fure to gain.

ty was piqued upon having a lover after fhe was fourfcore;
that fhe had only compleated her eightieth year the day be-
fore, and therefore hoped her empreffment to oblige him would
be a proper ackowlédgemcnt of her gratitude for his attea-
tions.

How long the attachment lafted, the Author of this poem
“bas modeft y left undetermined.

Arm’d
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Arm’d with this caution, juftly claim
Your genuine fhare of\gower and fame ;
Be every thing your conicious merit

Infpires, and with becoming fpirit.

Expand each paflion of the heart,

Each talent Nature gives exert ;

Be wife, be learn’d, be brave, nay fear’d—
But keep your fex, and * HIDE THE DEARD.
Ladies, your flave.—The Dames withdre’w.‘ |

Now, Gentlemen, I turn to you.

You heard the leffons which I gave,
At once both ludicrous and grave,
And fneer’d perhaps ; but have a care,

I only banter’d with the Fair.

® Hide the Beard] A certain Grecian Painter, who had ufu-
ally exerted his talents on lafcivious fubjects, was commanded
by the State under which he lived, to attone for his errors by
forming a piece which fhould damp the moft licentious appe-
 tite. He sccordingly drew a naked Venus, with all the
~ charms his imagination could fuggeft, and then, to make her
totally dil‘guﬁiné,-‘: clapped on her a beard.

When
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When your important caufe comes o';'f, g’ f" i
Wetake it in a higher tone. 0 A “""; -
Is there a fault in Womankind &

2%u did not make, or ftrive to find? &"

To rife on your defedts you teaﬁkm,

Acd lofe your virtugs ere they‘;rﬂd&i them,
Would ¢’er ambition touch theit brain,

Did you your lawfut rule maintain,

With tendernefs exertyour-fway,
_And mildly win them to 0BEY ?

Ilad Cxefar, Anthony, been men,

We fcarce had heard of * Egypt’s Queen.

Follies and vices of his own

Sunk t0 @ flave great Philip’s fon;

Nordid + Alcides learn to fpin

“Fillhe put off the Lion’s fkin,

» Fngr‘: Queen] Cleopatra,

+ Alsides] His condefcenfions ta Omphale are well Knowa,

Henry '



'y Henry the fourth of France (a name
We love, we pity, and ‘we blame)
Had frailties, which the meaneft clown,
Of na'tive' fenfe, would blufh to own.

D’Etrée, Vernueil, and twenty more,
Will prove him vaffal to a ——.
Noth‘iﬁg could tame the headftrong lad,

Whofe pure good nature was run mad.
4
§ \

Ev’n toil, and penury, and pain,
And * Sully, teiz’d and preach’d in:'af-ﬁf
‘Nothing could ftop th’ infatiate rage,
Not even the haﬂy*"f‘ {fnow Qf”age,
Not even his laft provoking § ‘wife,

That fire-brand of perpetual ftrife,
~ Who

-

+ Sully.] See his Memoirs.

1 Swow of Age.] He waswvery eamly grey.
" iar o
§ Prwd‘tagx&xm"y of Medicis. This lady was of
an ambmontﬁng fpirit, with a very mean underftand-
ing. Thar*ﬁ{: ﬁs a ‘¢ provoking wife,” Sully’s Memoi:s
% fufliciently

P
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Who fet half Europe in a flame, {r’“

And died, poor wretch, an empty .pumM

In what the world calls pohu‘cs
You teach the Fair a thpufand,;’wc;h.
Full niany a miftrefs of a kigg',*.,,ﬂ,

At firft a plain pnlieeded thing. |

But {wells ir.x fancied -dig.nit;y,

And gleries in-her infamy ;

*Till, to di‘ﬁré{'s a weaker brother,
You play her off againft each other ; -

Improve the fex’s- native wiles,

Th’ artillery of tears and fmiles ;
Flatter her pride, or peevifhnefs,
*Till fhe, elated by fuccefs,

e o S

Feels her own force, and, Dbolder grown

i

:

| By your inftruions, as alone ;
|

fufficiently tefify. The diftusbances fhe raifed at home, and
the cabals fhe entered into abroad during her exile, are a proof
of the fecond pofition. The laft the muit have feverely felt,
for fhe dicd at Cologne, in 1642, in extreme mifery.

Procures




- Whate’er calamities fell on himy

!

Procures now this, now that ‘man’s fall,
And fairly triumphs o’er you all.
~ The f{econd Charles on England’s throne

~(Sav’d from oblivion by his crown)

Call him whatever you think ft,
A knave, an ideot, ora wit, .
Had from his trave]s learat no more ,;1.
Than modern youths from Europe’s foRn | |
To all that fhould improve his mmd,.\ N
The voluﬁta'ry dupe was blind. ;s
Diftrefs was thrown away upgs l;ur“
The fame unfeeling thoug@le_fs thing,
Whether an E;lile, ora King.

Cleaveland and Portfmouth had fine features,
And yet they were but filly creatures,
Play’d off like fhuttles in a loom
(To weave thgn{ekéf England’s doom !
By knaves abroad, and knaves at home.

&¥ oo Of

.
.

¥ N
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x Of all who footh’d his * idle hours TS
| (To wave his en paffant amours) " u
Of all who gleried in the flame, « ? N
And in broad day-light blaz’d theif"thahe,
Spite of her + frolics and expmi?‘?"’;’
f Nell Guyn alone had common fenfe.
| Of Gaming little fhall bé faid,
. ~ You’re furfeited upon t}ut head.

What arguments can mo%:e the mind

Where folly is with madnefs join’d ?

® dle bonrs) There was 4 much of lazinels as of love in
all thofe hours which he paffed amongft his miftrefles ; who
ferved only to fill up his feraglio, while a bewitching kind of
plealure, called Sauntering, was the true Sultana Queen he

delighte;l in,
Duke of Bucki nghamfbire’s Charader of Charles the I1d.

| _ + Frolics and expence.] Bifhop Burnet in his Hiftory of his
' Own Times, fays of Mrs. Guyn, that fhe was the indifcrecteft
and wildeft creature that ever was in a Court, yet continued
to the end of the King'slife in great favour, and was maintained
at a valt expence. '

He might have added, to her credit, that fhe never med-
dled at all with the wretched politics of thofe times.

‘What
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What fober reafoning can prévéil,
‘Where even contempt and ruin fail ?

Yet let me mention, )betwixt friends,

¢ Burn not the taper at both ends.”

Why muft your Wives be taught by .YOH; {
That needlefs art to fquander too ? £
Whene’er they ihew their bracelet {trings,
Their dear white hands, and brilliant str‘* '
It fhould be in a quiet way ;

Ladies thould piddle, and not play.

~ You know too well your glorid{;sff)éwer,
Greaily to l_o.fé in half an hﬂhlf S

What coft your anceftors with pain

At leaft full Balf, 30 3ghup gain.

Then let your fpoufes (to be grave)

For coals and candles f%&i‘iﬁthing fave,

And keep their pin-meney and jointures,

- To free from _]ﬁf"t’m kind Appointers. ‘
Learnlngﬂy@’féarce know what it is.

Then putth%q&ﬁxon, and ’tis this:
C 2 True:
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True learning is the mind’s good- bree( Jh’
’Tis Common Senfe improv’d by re’ﬁh

If Common Senfe, that corner-m, P

g
' g &

Is wanting, let the reft alone.
Better be fools without pretente;
Than coxcombs even of eminence.

* Eve from her hufband’s lips preferr’d
What fhe from angels might have heard,

® Eve.] In the eighth book of Paradife Loft, whilft Adam
was converfing wuh Raphael,

—and by his countenance feem’d

Eatring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe—
Eve retired:

Yet went the not as not with fuch difcourfe
Delighted, or not capable her ear
Of what was high=—

But becaufe,
Her Hufband the relater fthe préferr‘d
Before the Angel.—

The Poet affigns a reafon for it.

---From &is lip
Not wirds alone pleas'd er.

And
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.And- wifely chofe to underftand |
Exalted truths at fecond hand. -

Should your foft mates adopt her notions,
And for inftru&ion wait your motions,
'To what improvements would they reach ?
—Lord blefs you, what have you to teach ?

Yes; one thing, I confefs, you deal in,

And read it fairly without fpelling.

In that, I own, your zeal is fuch,
You even communicate too much.

In matter, fpirit, and in fate

Y our knowledge is extremely great,
Nobly deferting common fenfe

For metaphyfic excellence.

And yet whate’er you fay, or fing,
Religion is a ferious thing.

At leaft to me, you will allow,

A Deity, it muft be fo.
'Then let mg._\;h_i'{per-—‘ ¢ Don’t perplex
¢« With fpecions doubts the weaker fex.

¢ Let
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¢ Let themenjoy their Tates and Brad(:L@”

¢ Free-thinking is not fport for deia&?-_l o
Is’t not enough you read letahsgj_";""'

Whilft {neering valets frizz your ﬁ.*ib'ir,\u‘

And half afleep, with half an e‘y'é:‘”'; |

Steal in dear infidelity ? g

It not enough Helvetius’ fchemes

Elucidate jour Wikit, SNgnd,

(Tho’ each who on 't'};é do&rine doats

Skips o’er the texty to {kim the notes,)

Why muft the fair be made the wife

Partakers of yc;ur‘my&eries?

You’ll fay they liften to your chat.

I grant them fools, but what of that ?

Your prudence fure might be fo civil

To let your females fear the dewil,

Even for the comfort of 'your lives

Seme muft be Mothers, Daughters, Wives
Howe’er it with your genius fuits,

They thould not g/ be proftitutes.

Firm




Firm as the fage Lucretius draws

Above Religion, Morals, Laws,
Secure (tho’ at a proper diftance)
Of that great blgﬁrig N-_O N-EXISTENCE,
You triumph ; eacha Deity

- Inall, but immortality.

 'Why therefore will ye condefcend
o teize a weak believing friend,
Whofe honeft ignorance might gain
From error a relief in pain, |
And bear with fortitude and honour
The miferies you brought upo_a‘ her?
Momus perhaps would {lily fay, .

For Momus has a merry Way,

Why will your wi/dom.and your wit

To fuch degrading tricks fubmit

Why in foft bofoms raife a riot ?

Can’t ye be d—mn’d yourfelves in quict?
But that’s an after-thought ; at prefent

We mem]'fy" wifh you to be decent.
| And
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And juft will add fome trifling things,s
From whence, We thing, gonfuﬁo-ﬁi@?il 3§
| w.i?'":“fiu'

You’ll eafily conceive in Godey &

Who fix in air their thin abodesy«
And feaft on incenfe, and ambrofia,

Foul feeding muft create a naufea.

Yet we ourfelves to fleth and blood
Have granted more fubftantial food,
Nor wonder that, in times like yours,
All but the poor are Epicures,

And reafon from effe&s to caufes,
On Roti’s, Entremets, and Sauces.
But here be {vife, ‘the reafon’s clear,
Be niggards of your knowledge here,
Aud to yourfelves alone confine

That firft of blefiings, how to dine.
For fhould the Fair your tafte purfue, =

And eating be their fcience toa,

Should
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Should they too catch this nﬁﬁj trick,

~ (The bare idea makes me fick).
What would hecome of Nature’s boaft ?
Their beauty, and their fex were loft.
—1I turn difgufted from the fcene,—
She-Gluttons are She-Aldermen.

| Angther precept lingers yet,

E To make the tirefome group compleat.

In all your commerce with the Sex,

Whether you mean to pleafe, or vex,

If not well-bred, at leaft be civil,

- HEEP L Ty . T e

IIl manners are a catching evil.

I fpeak to the fuperior few."

—Ye Britith youths, I fpeak to you.
The ancient heroes.of Romance,

Idolaters in complaifance,

So hit the Sex?s deareft whim,

W i, AR N e T

So rais’d them:in their own efteem,

<
%
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That ev’ry confcious worth increas’d,
And ey’ry foible funk to reft.
' Nay,
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Nay, ev’n when Chivalry was o’er, [ | w»

Sy Ay

And adoration reign’d no more, . e
Within due bounds the folloiwing.-&&'w
Reftrain’d them by profound refpeét;
Politely grafp’d the filken recinsy

And held them in ideal chapis: *

But now, when you appear before "em,
You want all deferénce, and decorum ;
And, confcious of gooﬂ Heav’n knows what,
Noddle your heads, and flouch your hat;
Or, carelefs of the circling throng,

Thro’ full affemblies lounge along,
Ard ona couch politely throw

Your liftlefs limbs without a bow,
While all the Fair, like Sheba’s Queen,
Croud eager to th’ inviting fcene,

And o’er that couch in raptures hang
"T'o hear their Solomons harangue.

No doubt *tis edifying ftuff,

(For gentle ears are cannon-proof)

Anl
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And wife the do&rines which you teach,

But your examples more than preach.
For ’tis from hence your high-bred laffes
Lofe, or defpife, their native graces.
Hence comes it that at every rout
Tbey hoyden in, and hoyden out.
"The modeft dignity of yore,

The ftep chaftis’d, is feen no more.
They hop, they gallop, and they trot,

A curtfev is a thing forgot.

Th’ affe@ed ftare, the thruft-out chin,

'The leer, the titter,' and ‘the grin,
Supply what ¢ hung on Hebe’s cheek,

¢¢ And lov’d to live in dimple fleek.”

Nay, fome who boaft their fixteen quarters

One might miftake for chandlers daughters.

Ah, could thefe triflers of a day
Know what their ‘mafters think and fay,
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When o’er their claret they debitq ﬁ"'" A

fach pretty vi&tim’s future fate ; Ny .

With what contempt and malice fraught -
They fneer the follies they have t-aug%;t s
How deep 2 blufh their cheek vg?;gld fire!
"Their little breafts would burft with ire ;
And the moft heedlefs mawk,ij;n t_bére,
The lovelieft ideot, drop a tear.
Virtues have fcxesz paf‘k‘a doubt,
Mythologifts have mark’d them out :
Nor yet in excellence alone
Have this pecﬁliar.diﬂ'erence fhown :
Your Vices—that’s too hard a name—
Your Follies~fhould not be the fame.
In every plant, in every grain

Of Nature’s genuine works we find

Some innate eflences remain

Which mark the f pecies, and the kind.
The?
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Tho’ forms may vary, round cr {quare,

Be {raooth » be rough, be regular;

"Tho’ colours feparate or unitey

The fport of fuperficial light ;

Yet is there Something, 'That, or This,
By Nature’s kind indulgence {fown,

Which makes each thing be what it is;
A Tree a Tree, a.Stone Stone.

So in each fex diftin&t and clear

A genuine Sometking {hould appear,

A e ne fai quoi, however flight,

To vindicate the natural right.

Then, Sirs, forI perceive you yawn,
Be this conclufion fairly drawn :

Sexes are proper, and not common ;

Man muft be Man, and Woman Woman.

-

|

In fhort, be Coxcombs if you pleafe,

Be arrant Ladies in your drefs ;

Be
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Be every name the vulgar give ( F

To what their groflnefs can p o con&cwe iw
Yet one {fmall favour let me aik, “s\
Not to impofe too hard a ta&——q ).

i

Whether you fix your fancied rn@

In brothels, or in drawisg-rooms,
The little Something fill retain. 1
Be Garr;éﬁers, Giattons, Jockies, Grooms,
Be all which Nature never meant,
Free-thinkers in the full extent,
But ah, for Semething be rever’d,

And keep your Sex; and smow THE BEARD.
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