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L E T T E R ,  &c.

Greenwich, Nov. 4, 1779.

M y  L o r d ,

HA V I N G  had leifure to advert to the print­
ed accounts o f  fome occurrences w h ic h  

have lately engaged the public attention ; I ihould  
th in k  that  1 had very im perfe&ly-executed m y 
firft propofition, o f  ftating to your L o rd ih ip  
“  the iincere fentiments o f  a plain mind u p o n  
“  things as th ey  are,”  i f  I w ere  to keep  back  
th e  firft and genuine ideas w h ich  occur to me 
r e fp e d in g  the recent applications o f  the Iriih 
Parliam ent for a free trade. I proceed, h o w ­
ever, in this n e w  ta fk ,  more deftitute o f  co m ­
petent information, i f  poifible, than your L o r d ­
ihip has thus far found me ; but my pen will  at 
leaft be guided by a  fimilar an x iety  to prom ote 
candid recollection, and fair enquiry.

A n d  here too w e  muft divert ourfelves o f  all 
prejudices co n trad ed  from the popular alterca­
tions o f  the day ; w e  tnuil endeavour to enterJ *
upon the f u b j e d  before us w ith  as much bene­
volence, and as little partiality, as m ay  be 
compatible with  the juft interefts o f  the fociety 
to w hich w e  belong.— T h e  w iih ,  indeed, o f  all 
good and prudent men, both in G rea t  Britain
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and in Ireland, muft be, to fhun w ith  abhor­
rence all the contagious delirium incident to 
national queftions, and to promote only, that 
conftitutional w arm th, which m ay act k indly, 
and w ith  an invigorating influence, in both 
kingdoms.

It is not the ftricf policy of a former century, 
or the accidental diftrefs o f  the prelent hour ; it 
is not the fuppofed procraftination o f  a reafon- 
able hope, or the harlh tone o f  a precipitate de­
mand ; it is not an imaginary n e g le d  on the 
one hand, or an urgent eagernefs on the other, 
which  ihould call forth between tw o countries 
connected together by the tie? o f  fovereignty, 
language, law , blood, interefts, and iituation, 
any unbecoming’ exnreffion, or any ungenerous 
fentimént.-— A  kind and manly confidence in 
the equity and wifdom o f  Great Britain ihould 
regulate the expectations o f  Ireland ; a due 
perfuaiion that Ireland is incapable o f  u nw orthy  
motives, or unreafonable wifhes, ihould prelide 
over the deliberations o f  Great Britain.— Hafty 
inferences, and decifive ailertions, are fit only 
for diiputants w h o do not feek fair difcuftlon, 
and cannot or will not under ft and each other : 
— T h e  refpeâive  interefts o f  Great Britain and 
Ireland fhould be coniidered in a very different 
tone and tem p er;  without paflion, but with 
earncflnefs ; without precipitation, but with all 
p r a t ic a b le  difpatch. T h e  diftrefs o f  Ireland



(by w h atever  circumftances occafioned) exiüs 
and operates ; Great Britain cannot heiitatc  to 
give re l ie f ;  the principle w in g  o f  her buildings 
is in danger ; it is for the fafety  and ftrength o f  
the  great center-edifice, that every part ihould 
be diligently  exam ined, and fufficiently re­
paired.

»• - -

It is an indifputable and undifputed f a d ,  
that there has prevailed through the times in 
w h ich  w e  live, a voluntary  and w arm -hearted  
anxiety  in this country, to exprefs her fenfe o f  
the aflfbdidnate c o n d u d  o f  Ireland. It w ould  
be fuperfluous to refer your L o rd lh ip  to the 
various a d s  o f  parliament, made in this d ifp o -  
iition, during the laft five years; they were n u ­
merous, but have not had the.beneficial e ffed s  
w h ich  were meant : ------

Nam neqne chorda for.lira rcddit, quern vult manus 
ct mens

Pofcentiq'^e g ra v e m  p e ifæ p e  rerpittit acutiuru

T h e  g ro w in g  diftrefies o f  Ireland have over­
powered the endeavours o f  G reat Britain to 
avert them ; and w e  are n o w  told that “  nothing

iliort o f  a free trade” can give relief !

It was w ifdom  in the Iriih Parliament to 
chufe an undefined expreffion upon a fu b je d  fo 
complicated and exten livc  in all its co n n ed ion s

and



and confequences. T h e  w hole  confederation is 
now  opened to both kingdoms, and it is the in- 
tereft o f  both to come to an early, kind, and 
efficient conclufion.

It is poffible that there may be many indi­
viduals in both kingdoms, who k n o w  a i little 
o f  this fubjeót as I do ; and i freely o w n  that 
the doubts and difficulties which the iiril v iew  
o f  it fuggeils to my mind, are fuch as preclude 
all farther reafonings without fuller inform a­
tion. I  he queftions to be afked are indeed 
numerous, nice, and intricate. Theoretical 
deductions will not aifift us ; trading eflabliih- 
ments, regulations o f  commerce, and the whole 
fyftem o f  revenue, are involved in the propo­
rtion. A  principal fpring or wheel o f  a co m ­
plicated clock-w ork  may be deranged ; but to 
turn the key round upon the infiant with vio­
lence, wpuld tend only to dcmoliih all the c o m ­
ponent parts ; i f  we value the machine, we 
ihould previously examine it.— W h e n  I ftate 
m y reafonings to your Lordíliip, 1 ihall be 
better underitood.

I do not with to carry back your attention 
to the days o f  Princc F itz  M urchard or Earl 
Srrongbow. It would give me little concern 
i f  the hi fames left by Giraldus Cambreniis, 
Hoveden. and even M a tth e w  Paris, had been 
buried with the hlitorians nor do I fee 1

anxious
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anxious to bring to l ight the  ancient ftatutes 
and ordinances o f  H e n ry  the T h ir d ,  E d ­
w ard  the Firft, and other early reigns, fup- 
pofed to be made for the purpofe o f  binding 
Ireland, T h e  antiquated  difcuffions u pon 
the f a d  o f  conqueft ; at w h a t  particular point 
the rights o f  the conqueror are reftrided b y  
thç laws o f  nature  and reafon ; w h eth er  the 
principle  o f  fubjugation can extend to a n y  
exo rb itan cy  o f  p o w e r;  and w h eth er  implied ac-  
quiefcence conftitutes a poiit ive  a c c e p ta n c e ;  
are queftions little calculated at any  period o f  
o ur  hiftory to  promote an y  good purpofe to 
e ither  kingdom .

It is a political truth  more material to be 
k n o w n ,  that happinefs and ftrength iliould be 
extended through the conftituent parts o f  an  
empire, as far as w ife  and beneficent laws can 
operate to that e f fe d .  It w ould  next be eafy 
to  iliew, that public happinefs and ftrength are 
diffufed in proportion to the plenty and co n ­
venience w ith  w hich  not only the natural w ants  
o f  a people are fupplied, but fuch adventitious 
ones as are fuperinduced by  univerfal habit  
and induftry ; w h en  this end is not attained to 
a  certain degree, an  empire m ay indeed exift, 
and m ay increafe in numbers, but it will  grow , 
like  an u n w ie ld y  body, liable to dangerous 
and acute humours.

W h a te v e r



W h a te v e r  may have been the fyftem o f  go­
vernment adopted or accepted by Ireland, the 
recent and moil interefting f a d  is, that ihe 
n o w  complains o f  fome diftreftes which  ilie 
conceives to refult from that fyftem. T h o ie  
diftreftes are poffibly no more than may have 
refulted from temporary caufes ;— from the late 
rebellion within the colonies, or from the cala­
mities incident to war ; but we k n o w  perfedly ,  
that the complaint is founded in real fufferings. 
T h e  firft inference which would arife from 
this fa d  in any mind reafoning kindly  towards 
a part o f  the empire, and difcreetly in re fp e d  
to the whole, is, that the Irifh, as fe llow-fub- 
je d s ,  are entitled to every relief compatible 
with the general interefts. Still, how ever, w e 
decide without precifion, and muft draw  the 
circumftances o f  the tw o  countries to a nearer 
comparifon, i f  w e mean to form any ufeful 
concluiion.

T h e  moft obvious remark which  prefents 
itfelf  is, that Ireland, poíTeííing, on a fmaller 
fcale, nearly all the natural advantages o f  G reat 
Britain, and having, befides, in point o f  com ­
merce, fome others peculiar to her iituation 
towards the prevailing winds, has yet in all 
ages been comparatively poor and diftreiTed.

T h e  reaions w h y  this phænomenon has fo 
long exifted, and w h y  Ireland has not hitherto

availed
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availed herfelf  o f  the bleffings w h ic h  G o d  and 
nature feem to hold forth  w ith  a liberal hand, 
are variouily affigned ; and as they have gene­
rally received fome colour from popular and 
occafional appearances, there is caule to fufpeit 
that they do not reach the origin o f  the evil.

I have feen it fom ewhere remarked, that the 
madnefs o f  A ja x ,  w h o  took a flock o f  iheep 
for his enemies, w ould be the wifdom o f  Ire­
land ; and that a principal caufe o f  the poverty 
o f  the latter was the fyftem o f  her landlords, 
w h o ,  in defiance o f  the prattice and prudence 
o f  all other nations, had preferred pafturage 
to tillage, and, by retra in ing  the induftry o f  
the tenants, had reduced numberlefs families 
to the alternative o f  either leaving the k in g d o m  
or ftrolling about in beggary. Sir W i l l ia m  
T e m p le  attributed the poverty and diftrefs o f  
Ireland to her plenty and iuperabundance. In 
another part o f  his works he takes notice, that 
the D u tc h  had turned over to the Danes the 
patriarchal trade o f  co w -k eep in g ,  for iupply- 
ing them w ith  lean cattle, and to the Polandcrs 
that o f  plowm en, for grow ing corn for their 
ufe, in order to referve their own- lands and 
their ow n people for better and more ufeful 
employments. Such, in fa it ,  may be the fitu- 
ation o f  the nations alluded to, but perhaps 
it is lefs the w ork  o f  policy than o f  local c ir-  
cumftances. A t  the fame time, i f  we even

B ihould
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ihould admit that a country which addiéts 
Itielf chiefly to grazing, or even to grazing 
and agriculture, will generally be poor, we 
do not defcribe the cafe o f  Ireland : it has not 
been the fyftem o f  the Iriih merely to fupport 
herdfmen and ihepherds by grazing, nor to 
raife cattle to be fent in flocks to diftant coun­
tries ; but they employ many ufeful citizens 
in a variety o f  manufactures, to which  the 
fimple occupations firft alluded to furniih only 
the materials. It is ftill, however, to be re­
membered, that the mere neceiTaries o f  life 
are raifed by the labour o f  a V ery fmall p ro ­
portion o f  people ; artificial wants and habi­
tual luxuries mull be introduced, to occupy 
th o fe  in manufactures who are not engaged in 
agriculture, and to promote a general induftry, 
interchange, and circulation through the ftate.

Dean Swift, w h o  afcribed the poverty o f  his 
country to a multiplicity o f  caules, and amongft 
others, to a radical error in the whole fyftem o f  
Iriih leales, to the avarice o f  landlords in draw­
ing fevere rent?, and to the undue encourage­
ment o f  grazing, admitted alfo that there was 
a want o f  an induftrious difpofition among the 
people ; but he attributed that want to the re- 
ftraints laid upon their commerce, and to the 
dilcouragement o f  manufactures, which  had 
made them mere hewers o f  wood, and drawers 
o f  water, to their neighbours. Under this im -

preffion,
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preilion, he was w o n t  to quote a verfe from the 
book o f  E xo d u s  :— “  Y e  are idle, ye  are idle, 
** cried Pharaoh unto the children o f  Ifrael ; go  
“  therefore now  and w o rk  ; for there ihall no 
“  l lraw  be given you, yet ihall ye deliver the 
** tale o f  bricks.”

It is a fimilar reaibning w h ich  has produced 
the application now before us. A n d  i f  in our 
o w n  days we were to ilate to an Iriih gentle­
man the long continued poverty and idlenefs 
w h ich  have prevailed over fo large a propor­
tion o f  his countrym en, he would  probably  
anfwer,

“  A l l  this may be true;  but the m onopo- 
** l iz in g  fpirit o f  our Sifter K in g d o m  is the 
“  caufe o f  it. T h a t  fpirit exerciGng it fe lf  
** upon Ireland in a very early ftate o f  her c i-  
** vilization, nipped her difpofition toinduftry ,  
** and indeed made it impoffible for her to be- 
** com e induilrious. In the very infancy o f  
“  our country, and whilft  we were contenting 
“  ourlelves w ith  the exportations and fale o f  
“  our cattle, y ou  made an a it  (Æ) to prohibit 
“  thofe exportations. W e  next gave our at- 
“  tention to the increafe o f  our fheep, in order 
“  to export wool ; but you forthw ith  (r) pro- 
“  hibited the exportation o f  wool,  and made it

{b) 8 Eliz. chap. 3. (c) 13 and 14 Car. II. c. 18.

“  fubjeil



“  fubjeft to forfeiture. W e  then endeavoured 
“  to employ and fupport ourfelves by falting 
“  provifions for fale ; but you immediately (a) 
“  refufed them admittance into England, in 
“  order to increafe the rents o f  your lands, 
“  though you thereby increafed the wages o f  
“  your labourers. W e  next began a woollen 
“  manufafture ; but it was no fooner eilabliihcd 
“  than deftroyed ; for you prohibited (e) the 
“  exportation o f  manufactured woollens to any 
4t other place than England and W ales  : and 
** this prohibition alone is reported to have 
“  forccd 20jOco manufacturers out o f  the 
“  kingdom.

“  T h e  navigation A f t  ( f  ) had unwittingly 
“  but kindly permitted all commodities to be 
“  imported into Ireland, upon the fame terms 
** as into England : but by an aft (^) palled 
“  three years afterwards, the exportation o f  
“  any goods from Ireland into any o f  the Plan- 
“  tations was prohibited : and as i f  that had 
“  not fufficiently crippled the benefits given 
“  by the Navigation A f t ,  we were foon (/6)after-

(<d) 18 Car. II. cap. 2.
(*) io and 11 William III. cap. 10.

' ( / )  12 Car. II. cap. 18. (g) 15 Car. II. cap. 7.
(<b) 2 Car. II. cap. 26.
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“  wards forbid to import any o f  the enum e- 
** rated com m odities  from the Plantations in -  
“  to Ireland. T h is  reftridion too was m u ch  
“  enforced by fubfequent a d s ,  and the lift o f  
“  enumerated goods was m u c h  increafed.— I 
“  fay nothing o f  your regulations refp ed in g  
“  glafs, hops,  fail-clotb, & c .  and other infe- 
“  rior barriers, and obftrudions to our co m - 
“  merce : w e  fubfifted under all this, and
“  under a drain alfo, w h ich  has gradually in-  
“  creafed upon us, by remittances to our o w n  
“  abfentees, E n g li fh  mortgagees, government 
“  annuitants, and other extra-com m ercial 
“  purpofes, to the amount o f  h a lf  a million 
“  llerling annually. A n d  though w e retained 
“  no trade but in linen and provitions, the 
“  latter has been under a three years prohibi- 
“  tion, during w h ich  period we loll  the prin- 
“  cipal market ior our own beef, though three- 
“  fourths o f  onr people were graziers. M a n y  
** o f  us indeed carried on a clandeftine trade, 
“  and it was eflential to our fupport;  but that 
“  too has been lately checked, firft by the re- 
“  volt o f  the Colonies, and now by the war 
“  w ith  France and bpain.

“  O u r  annual remittances and debts to 
“  Great Britain now increale w ith  our dii- 
“  trefles ; our fublcriptions for loans have 
“  been lately filled from Great Britain j our 
“  eftates, when fold, are purchafed by E n g -

“  liihmen ;
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“ l i fh m e n ;  our leafes, w h en they exp ire ,  are 
“  railed by abfentees ; the drain is become 
“  greater than all our means can fupply  ; our 
“  manufacturers find little demand for their 
“  w o rk ,  the farmers fell their produce w ith  
“ d i fn c u lty ;  our land rents indeed are efti- 
“  mated at near three millions fteriing, but our 

land-holders w i l l  foon be obliged to reduce 
“  them . W e  a l .o w  that feveral o f  your re- 
“  ftridtions upon us have lately  been m u c h  
“  Íbítened or modified, but  the w an t o f  an 
“  annual profit in our intercourfe w ith  G reat  
“  Britain equal to our remittances ftill pre-  
“  vails, and is every hour more felt .  B y  the 
“  u,'.fortunate fituation o f  the C olonies,  w e  
“  have loft even our old refuge in emigrations. 
“  — A fte r  having for m an y years taken Britiih 
“  manufactures, to the annual am ount o f  per- 
“  haps tw o  millions fteriing, w e are for the 
“  prefent reduced to non-im portation agree- 
“  ments, as a meafure, not of exp edien cy,  but 
“  o f  neceifity. It  w o u ld  have fuited the 
“  generofity o f  our feelings, and the affcc- 
“  non v/hich we bear towards y o u ,  to have 
<c made our reprefentations in better and 
“  more peaceable t im e s ;  but you  fee that 
“  our circumftances are urgent, and that y o u r  
“  recent indulgencies are infufficient. Wre 
,c defire therefore a free trade, otherw ife  our 
“  diftreftes m uft,  i f  poffible, increafe, and the 
“  conveniency o f  our ports will  continue of

“  no



“  no more ufe to us, than a beautiful p ro fp ed  
“  to a man (hut up in a du ngeon.”

T h e r e  is nothing in the imaginary detail 
here offered to your Lordihip ,  w h ich  has not 
been dated to you in better words, as often as 
you  have had occafion to converfe with  friends 
w ho w ilh  w arm ly  towards Ireland, and are m o ­
derately acquainted w ith  the principal features 
in her iituation ; and as every complaint o f  
human hardlhip is entitled either to a refuta­
tion, or to fome redrefs, we are next to con- 
fider w hat anfwer m ig h t  be given to the alle­
gations now before us.

Believing, as I do, that in thefe days o f  g e ­
neral fcience and liberal difquiiition, the re- 
fpedable  and leading men in this kingdom  
( o f  w h ich  defcription there is a large propor­
tion), are unlikely to inclofe themfelves w ithin  
the ruily  and rugged armour o f  M o n o po ly ,  I 
think it pofiible that their firft impreffionsmight 
be to the follow ing eiïeét :

“  M a n y  o f  the regulations here complained 
“  o f  relate io E ngland ’s internal com m erce, 
“  and may be matters o f  regret to Ireland, 
“  but cannot afford any iuft caule o f  co m - 
“  p la in t:— other circumitances may be adm it- 
“  ted, to the extent ilated ; but we ihould hefi- 
“  tate before we admit the cauies to which

“  they
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“  they are afcribed : w e  m ig h t  exam ine, for 
“  inftance, m erely as a queftion o f  com m erce ,  
“  w hether before and during the late em bargo  
“  on the ufual exports o f  provifions to F rance  
“  and Spain in time o f  peace, m ore extenfive, 
“  fafe, and profitable markets were not opened 
“  and encouraged ; by  w h ic h  the price o f  the 
“  co m m o d ity ,  and freight,  and the q uan tity  
“  o f  fpecie were increafed.— T h e  em igrations 
** too w h ich  are alluded to, as w e l l  as fome 
«* other eflfedts o f  national diftrefs, w ere  o cca-  
** fioned, perhaps, by  the increafe and in jud i-  
“  cious modes o f  land-rents, w h ic h  were 
«* th o u g h t  grievous f ix ty  years ago, and have 
«* been generally  advanced near one-th ird  
“  f ince.— W i t h  refpedt to the larger queftion ; 
«* w e  w il l  neither crim inate nor ju i t i fy  the 
«« fyftem o f  our anceftors. T h e  f a i t  is, that, 
“  aided by their general fyftem and progrefiîve 
“  induftry, the co m m erce  o f  G rea t  Britain has 
** f louriihed, and continues to  flourilh. W e  
'*« are forry that her Sifter K in g d o m  has no t  
«< k e p t  pace w ith  her. T h a t  ihe has not done 
“  fo, is perhaps o w i n g  chiefly to the frequent 
«* interference o f  c ivil  diftraitions, and to 
«*• other cuales fo forcibly  defcribed by D ean 

S w ift ,  as bearing hard on the induftry ot 
*• the middle and low er clalTes o f  the people. 
“  W e  have already given proofs o f  our co n -  
“  vidtion, that our intereits are in a great de- 
«  gree m utual.  W e  with that Ireland may be

“  sififted,
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“  afiifted, but w e  defire, that before proceed- 
“  ings are adopted to reverfe all the fyftem pu r-  
“  lued by wife  ftateimen during tw o  centuries, 
“  due information m ay be obtained, and due 
“  difcretion exercifed, In the general anxiety  
“  to affift Ireland, it muft appear to be as little 
“  her intereft as ours, to g iv e  any fudden ih o ck  
“  or precipitate revulfion to the courfe o f  
“  Britiih trade, com m erce, and revenue. L e t  
“  the legiflatures of the tw o  countries act w ith  
“  dilpatch, but let that difpatch be guided b y  
“  a previous and com petent k n o w le d g e  o f  all 
“  the operative and inierefting circumitances Î

“  It is not poffible, in the nature o f  c o m -
“  merce, to decide, w ithout a full  inveftiga-
“  tiOn ot the fubjedt, w hat can be meant, or
“  ought to be meant, by a free trade ; and till
“  the propolition has been difcufied and afcer-
“  taincd, between well inform ed and well in -
“  tentioned men o f  the refp edive  countries, it
“  muft vary in every point o f  view that w e can 
“  place it.

“  i .  D o  the people o f  Ireland underftand, 
by w h a t  they aik, the power o f  exporting 

“  their own produce to any foreign country, 
wherever they can find the beft market, e x -  

“  cept only the countries w h ich  m ay at any 
“  time be at war w ith  their Sovereign ?
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f ‘ 2. D o  they im p ly  the pow er o f  draw ing 
“  fu ch  goods and con lu m able  com m odities  as 
“  th ey  m ay w ant,  from  any country  w h ere  
“  they  m ay  b e i lp u rch a fe  them  ?

“ 3. D o  they  w iih  to be a l lo w e d  a c o m - 
“  m erce  to N o r t h  A m e ric a ,  the W e i l  Indies, 
“  and A fr ic a ,  free from  the reilraints to w h ic h  
“  i t  was left  fubjeCt w h e n  the 18th  o f  his pre-  
“  fent M a je i ly  extended their power o f  export- 
“  ation ?

‘ ‘  4 .  D o  they  m ean to aik  a free trade to 
“  G re a t  Britain, their manufactures and pro- 
“  duce, w h en im ported into this co u n try ,  b e -

in g  fubjeCt to no other duties than the like  
“  manufactures and produce o f  o ur  o w n  ?

“  5. D o  th ey  mean a repeal o f  particular 
“  reilriCtions, w h ic h  the relative c ircu m ilan ces  
“  o f  the tw o  countries m ay, in their opinion, 
“  no  longer m ak e  requifite ?

“  U n d e r  all or any o f  theie propofitions, 
“  there are m any points o f  nice and difficult 
“  confideration. W h a t  regulations or burdens 
“  are m eant to be propoled, analogous to 
“  w h a t  n o w  prevail, in regard to the m a n u -  
*• factures, im ports,  and exports o f  G re a t  
«' Britain  ? W h a t  prohibitions refpeCting the 
“ export o f  certain- raw m aterials?  W h a t  ar-

“  rangements
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“  rangements in refpeit  to our diftant poffef- 
“  fions and factories ? O th er  iubjefts  o f  dif- 
“  cuffion w il l  arife, and fome upon nice and 
“  intricate points o f  com m erce, involved as it 
“  happens to be, in confederations o f  revenue, 
“  and in the maintenance o f  the p u blic  e x -  
“  pence. W e  do not k n o w , that emulation 
“  among m anufadurers and merchants is m if-  
“  chievous either to them or to the ftate : W e  
“  do not k n o w  that the enterprifing induftry 
<c and increafing wealth o f  Lancaihire  have 
“  tended to o b ftru d ,  inftead o f  prom oting, 
“  thofe of Y o r k i h ir e :  W e  do not k n o w  that 

the flourishing o f  G la fg o w  in her com m erce, 
“  is any detriment cither to L iverpool or 
“  Briftol : W e  do not k n o w  that the profperity 
“  o f  the ftaple m anufadure o f  Ireland has 
“  leflened the advantages o f  a fimilar m anu- 
u  failure in Scotland. W e  adm it at leaft that 
“  iuch competitions furniih em ploym ent, pro- 
“  duce riches, and encourage population for 
“  the general happinefs and ftrength o f  the 
“  empire ; and w e truft that there w ill  be de- 
ft mand and trade enough in the world for the 
“  induftry o f  us all : But we m uft  repeat, that 
“  i f  unadvifed meafures are adopted, they are 
“  l ikely  to a ffed  the profperity o f  the B n t i ih  
“  com m erce, without promoting that o f  ire-  
«  land.”

I f

*
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I f  it  ihould be the  difpofition o f  the r e fp e d -  
able and leading men o f  G rea t  Britain to feel 
fu ch  fentiments and to hold fuch language, it 
is beyond a do u bt  that m u c h  farther in form a­
tion  m ig h t  be c o l le d e d  from  th em  ; and it 
feems im p ra d ic a b le  to advance w i t h o u t  their 

aid and advice.

T h e r e  are m any theorems o f  trade w h ic h  are 
plaufible on paper, y e t  it m ay be im poffible  
for trading nations to adopt them . M a x im s  
b e in g  too narrow to em brace all the co m b in a ­
tions o f  h u m a n  events, political operations m uft  
often be influenced b y  circumftances.

I t  is an old, bu t  not the lefs fallible  prin­
ciple  o f  f h t e - p o l ic y ,  that w h o e v e r  is the caufe 
o f  another’s advancem ent, contributes to his 
o w n  dim inution. T h e  oppoiîte pofition is 
oftner applicable to the re fp e d ive  fituations 
o f  m erchants and mercantile bodies, or o f  c o m ­
m ercia l  nations. I t  is  n o w  w ell  underftood 
th at  the flourifhing o f  neigh bouring  nations in 
their  trade is to our advantage, and that i f  w e  
cou ld  extinguish  their induftry and m an u fac­
tures, our o w n  w o u ld  languifh from  the w an t 
o f  em ulation and interchange. T h i s  reafoning 
is ,  or o u g h t  to be, ftill better underftood w ith  
r e fp e d  to different parts o f  the fame empire.
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I f  w e  are capable o f  looking  beyond the exten t  
o f  a fingle ihop-board, w e  cannot confider the 
Iriih as rivals in intereft, even though they 
ihould becom e our affociates in lucrative pur- 
fuits. M r .  Darenant, w h o  had fome jealoufies 
refpe&ing their progrefs in particular branches 
o f  trade, and w h o ,  in the clofe o f  the laft cen­
tury, recommended the bill to prevent the 
export o f  their woollen manufactures, was ftill 
extrem ely doubtful as to his ow n reafonings, 
and appears to have admitted a pofition current 
in the fpeculations o f  thofe days, “  that the 
“  lucrum ceffans o f  Ireland is the damnum 
“  emergens o f  E n g la n d .” Sir M .  D e ck er ,  
w h o  wrote in a fubfequent period, and upon 
fome points w ith  fingular ability, was clearly 
o f  opinion, that the reftraints on the Iriih 
woollens contributed, in their e f fe d ,  to d i-  
minifh the foreign trade o f  Great Britain. H e  
defcribes monopolies as a fpecies o f  trade- 
tyranny, whereby the many are oppreffed for
the gain and good pleafure o f  a fe w  :-----------
“  N ever yet (he obferves) was a m onopo- 
“  lized trade extended to the degree o f  a free 
it onej” . W e ,  in our abundant w if-
“  dom, pay nearly all the charges o f  G o v e rn -  
“  ment, w h ilft  large claiTes o f  our fe l lo w -  
“  fubjeds are made unable to contribute more
“  than a trifle to the general fupport.” -------
“  T h e y  exift, indeed, under the protç&ion o f

“  fleets
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“  fleets which coft them not a doit ; w e  con- 
** trive to ftarvc them withoutexpence. and our- 
“  felves with expence ; we drive one part o f  our 
“  people out o f  trade by monopolies, and the 
“  other by taxes. W e  bleed ourfelves almoft 
** to death, and think to recruit our fpirits by 
** devouring millions o f  famiihed fellow-fub- 
" j e C t s :  thus, by excefs o f  cunning, we make 
«* the ruin general.”

T h e re  is a modern anecdote o f  a D utchm an, 
who was employed to fettle the woollen m anu­
facture at A bbevil le ,  and ftipulated that no 
w ork  o f  the fame kind ihould be carried on 
within thirty leagues. T h is  m ight help to in­
troduce and give (lability to an ufeful and ex- 
peniive manufacture, fuch as in the event that 
o f  Abbeville  has proved. W h e n ,  however, the 
advantages are once fettled, and the art in 
queftion generally known, fuch a monopoly 
may indeed give a perfonal advantage, but it 
muft operate to the detriment o f  the whole cir­
cle w h ich  is lwept by its radius. Particular 
merchants or manufacturers, as well as parti­
cular diftriCts, may, as in the inftance juft  men­
tioned, derive a reaionable advantage from the 
exclufive polTeíík»n o f  new branches o f  trade ; 
but when thofe branches have fairly taken root, 
inch advantages bear hard on other merchants,

manufacturers,
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manufacturers, and diftriCts, and operate p o w er­
fu lly  againft general emulation, and the in -  
terefts both o f  com m erce and o f  the ftate. It  
feems demonftrable, that the export o f  native 
manufactured commodities from  any one part 
o f  the K i n g ’s dominions, m uit be advantageous 
to the whole, w henever the burdens and duties 
are fo regulated as to leave no exclufive advan­
tage ; for that again would operate as a m o n o ­
poly.

SubjeCt to the laft remark, it is farther de­
monftrable, that G reat  Britain lofes whenever
Ireland is deprived o f  any reafonable gain.__
A n d  w i t h  relpeCt to the fituation o f  the latte* 
for the weftern navigation, w e k n o w  that it  is 
the intereft o f  a dominion to carry on her c o m ­
merce, from whatever corner Ihe can conduct it  
to the beft advantage ; and it would  be th o u gh t  
a grofs abfurdity in the C i t y  o f  L o n d o n ,  i f  be- 
caufe Briftol is fo fituated as to have an advan­
tage in the Iriih trade, the former fhould defire 
to have the port o f  the latter iliut up.

In all thefe reafonings, the commercial and 
political interefts are infeparably blended. W h e n  
the liberty o f  com m erce is unequally enjoyed, 
one part o f  an empire m ay be in danger o f  be­
com ing a burden to the other. A n  increafe o f  
fupport in aid o f  the com m on exertions, m igh t

in
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in courfe o f  time refult to Ireland from the ad­
vancement o f  her trade, and from the produce 
o f  duties, analagous to thofe o f  Great Britain.

It is fometimes found, that a liberty to export - 
manufactures, increafes the produce o f  raw ma­
terials beyond the demand o f  the particular ma­
nufacture ; and from the experience o f  the linen 
trade, it might be doubted whether lefs woollen 
yarn would be exported to Great Britain by 
Ireland, i f  the export o f  manufactured woollens 
were lefs retrained ; in which cafe the fm ug- 
g l i n g o f  raw wool to the continent o f  Europe 
m igh t be checked. It is faid that, the wool o f  
th e  fouthern nations being tender, and that o f  
the northern countries being harih, it is o f  great 
importance to both to obtain Britiih or Iriih 
wool, which, like a middle quality, unites 
equally w ith  the two extremes, and produces 
an excellent cloth, that rivals our o w n .— It is 
th e  computation o f  many difinterefted writers 
on this fubjedt, that one pack o f  Iriih wool 
works up two packs o f  French w ool,  w h ich  
would not otherwife be laleable ; and Sir M .  
D ecker labours much to ihew that the benefit 
refulting to England, by every pack o f  wool 
manufactured in Ireland, initead o f  being run 
to France, amounts to fifty-fix pounds fterling; 
w h ich  indeed he founds upon an eftimate, that 
one-third o f  what Ireland gets centers at laft in

Great
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G reat  Britain. It  rmift ftill be obferved, that 
no extent  o f  th e  w o o lle n  m anufacture can be 
expected to p re v e n t  entirely the exportation  o f  
the r a w  materials, the dem and for w h ic h  is 
fu ch  as to etude all the contrivances  o f  law , and 
all *he v ig ilance  o f  coait-officers e v e n  in G re a t  
B r ita in  ; and this is analogous to a rem ark  o f  
M r .  L o c k e ’s, that “  it is death  in Spain to 
“  export m oney, and y e t  they  w h o  furniih  all 
“  the w orld  w i t h  gold and iilver, h ave  leaft o f  
“  it am on g them felves ; trade fetches it a w a y  
“  from that lazy  and indigent people, n o tw ith -  
“  flandins; all their artificial an d  forced contri-O
“  vances to keep  it there -, it follows trade 
“  againft  the  rigour o f  their  laws, and  their 
“  w a n t  o f  foreign com m odities  m akes it o p en ly  
“  be carried out  at noon day.”

I m uft h o w e v e r  again obferve to y o u r  L o r d -  
fhip, that all thefe theorems o f  trade, h o w e v e r  
plaufible  th ey  m a y  appear on paper, m uit  be 
received fu b je i t  to m uch previous exam ination , 
and a dil igent  difcuffion o f  all collateral cir­
cumftances. W e  are not to proced w ith  th at  
ihort-fighted  W'ifdom w h ich  m ay  enable us to  
ih un  the mere difficulty o f  a day -, {till lefs are 
wre, u pon a fudden .outcry, w h ich  like other 
commercial complaints may be fallacious or ill- 
founded, to make a fudd en  revolution  in all the 
practical fyftem  o f  our tra d e;  and u pon the 
fpur o f  a m om ent to o vertu rn  a plan o f  co m ­
m erce and revenue w h ich  has been the w o r k  o f  
ages.

D We
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W e  are to proceed upon the principle, that 

w h at w e are to g ive  fhall be for the good o f  the 
whole : Ireland is a je w e l  to our crown, and not 
a thorn in our fide. T h e  point is, to  k n o w  
w hat folid aififtance can be given, and in w h a t  
form it can beft be given. W h e n  men ta lk  
o f  an union to be completed betw een tw o  
great nations, as the cure o f  all their ills, they  
talk  raihly, and like the flate empiric defcrib- 
ed to your Lordfhip in my firit letter. T h e  
cafe o f  Scotland w as different in every point 
o f  v iew , and the benefits refulting to her by  
the a i t  ot union do not apply  to the prefent 
confideration- T h e r e  can be little doubt, that, 
in the prefent inflance, the feparate legifla- 
tures o f  the tw o  countries are fully  equal to all 
the difficulty we ihall fufficiently k n o w , from 
a cordial and temperate communication w ith  
Ireland herfelf, w h at  fpecific meafures w il l  be 
o f  fervice to her : w e  ihall k n o w  too, from the 
information to be colleded at home, w h at  mea­
fures may be adopted w ith  a due regard to the 
general interefls o f  commerce. W e  are not 
to fu b je d  ourfelves to the remark left by D ean  
Swift, w'ho fays, that in his time, w hen any 
thing kind had been intended towards Ireland, 
ihe was invariably treated like a f ick lady, who' 
has phyiic fent by dodors at a diftance, ftran- 
gers to her conftitution and the nature o f  her 
difeafe.

It may even defcrve enquiry, whether the 
unqualified grant o f  every thing that human 
ingenuity can bring w ith in  the defcription o f  a

free



( 27 )
free trade, w o u ld  h ave  the  effe&s e x p e d e d ,  or 
co n v e y  the relief  w h ic h  is w a n te d  and intended. 
It was once fup pofed , that  becaufe the im port­
ation o f  Iriih  cattle into E n g la n d  had been 
prohibited , w ith  a v ie w  to advance  the rents o f  
E n g l i i h  landlords, and the interefts o f  the  
feed in g  countries, the fu fpen fion  o f  th a t  mea- 
fure  m ight be o f  ufe to Ireland : this w as  a c ­
cordingly tried (and nearly w ith in  our m e ­
m ory) ; b u t  it w as  a m atter o f  great offence to 
m a n y  o f  the Iriih inhabitants,  w h o  refifted the 
exportation  ; fe w  cattle ,  therefore, were Drought 
to  G re a t  B rita in ,  and thofe  w e re  chiefly  lean.

W e  ihould re c o i le d ,  that  th o u gh  Ireland has 
at all times h ad  full  l iberty  to m anufacture  
goods for her o w n  co n iu m p tio n ,  t h e . co n -  
fum ers have h ith erto  fou n d it eaiier to purchafe  
from  E n g la n d  m a n y  articles both  o f  lu x u ry  and 
co n ven ien ce ,  th a n  to  make th e m  at hom e. 
T h a t  je a lo u fy  muft be v e ry  l ive ly  indeed, w hich, 
co n tem platin g  this c ircum ftance, can derive  
d ifquietude from fuch reafonings,  ̂as that a 
people  ihould  fudd enly  run aw a y  w ith  an ex- 
ten five  commerce, becaufe th ey  are adm itted 
to  a participation o f  its advantages.

T h e  change is more difficult from  indolence 
to  induftry, th an  it is from labour to eaie j and 
i t  is forcibly  obferved by  M r.  H u m e ,  that 6 w hen

one nation has got the  ftart ot another in a
“  trade, it is very  difficult for the latter to gain
<c the ground w h ic h  fhe has loft, becam e o f  the
4; fuperior induftry and ik i l l  o f  the former, and 

r  “  the
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“  the greater flock o f  which its merchants are 
“  poffeiTed, and which enables them to trade 
“  for fo much fmaller profits.”

A m id fi  the difficulties w h ich  time, and the 
foftering attention o f  this country, alone can 
enable Ireland to overcome, it deferves remark, 
that ihe has little coal, is ill provided w ith  w ood, 
and is alfo w ith o u t  inland navigations.— In 
fhort, the conftitution and eftabliihment o f  a 
flouriíhing commerce im p ly  a well-regulated 
order through the nation, a fteady and effective 
police, habits o f  docility and induftry, ikill  in 
manufactures, and large capitals in trade ; all 
w h ich  can be the refuit only o f  a continued 
and gradual progrefs, aided by a combination o f  
other favouring circumftances.

N o  prudent man, how ever fure o f  his princi­
ples, will venture to iffue, prophecies upon the 
courfe o f  human events ; but I fee much f o ’id 
ground to hope that an amicable difcuffion 
betw een the tw o  kingdoms, prom oted w ith  
a d iv i t y ,  moderated by temper, and guided by  
difcretion, m ay tend to convey  eflential bene­
fits to Ireland, w ithout any permanent difad- 
vantage to G reat Britain. I am u nw ill in g  to 
think, for a moment, that the falutary effects 
o f  fuch a difcuffion m ay be fruftrated by popu-  ̂
lar impatience and precipitation.

I fhall fubjoin *  to this L e t te r  a T a b le  o f
E ngliih

* Appendix, No. I, II, III, IV, V.
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E n g l i íh  A£ls, r e fp e d in g  the trade to and fro m  
Ireland ; and alfo  an account o f  fome p a rt icu ­
lars r e fp e & in g  the C o u rfe  o f  E x c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  
D u b lin  and L o n d o n ,  the eftates o f  abfentees, 
and the reven u e  and expences o f  the Iriih G o ­
vernment. I  happen to have theie  papers in  

m y  poiTeiTion, and they feem at leaft fufficiently  
accurate to be o f  íome aiTiftance to y o u r  L o r d -  
ihip in the coniideration n o w  before you.

I am, m y dear L o r d ,

R e fp e & fu l ly  and afFedionately, & c.

W .  E D E N .
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A P P E N D I X

No.  I.

ACTS made in E n g l a n d , reftrain- 
in g  T r a d e  to  and from I r e l a n d .

Sheep, Wool, &c.

PR O H I B I T S  the exportation of rams, 8 Eh'z. c. 8. 
fheep, or lambs alive, from England 
or Ireland.

Prohibit the exportation o f  fheep-wool,<i Cir. n.c. 3»;
wool-fells, mortlings, fhortlings, yarn1-5 & l4Car> 1(1 *8,
made of wool, wool-flocks, fullers-earth, 
and fulling-clay, from England or Ire­
land.

Prohibits alfo the exportation of tobacco-Sea.s.
 ̂pipe clay.

Tobacco-pipe clay not to be exported from? & 10 w - IIL 40-

Great Britain into Ireland.
Prohibit the exportation of wool, wool-10 w. in. c.10.

fells, &c. ; and alfo worfted-yarn wool-* £eo- {;c’
len-yarn, cloth, ferge, bays, kerfevs, fays, e0’ C
frizes, druggetts, cloth-ferges, ihalloons, 
or other drapery fluffs, or wOollen-ma- 
nufactures from Ireland, except to Great 
Britain, as by lift No. II.

Extends the prohibition to coverlids, wad-.2cco. 11. c.*i.re«. 
dings, or other manufactures made of5, 
wool, flightly ftitched or worked toge­

ther,
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ther, To as to be reduced to wool again, 
and to matrafles and beds, fluffed with 
combed wool, or wool Et fox combing.

Sea. h. T h e  above articles are not to be laden on 
board any iliip bound to foreign parts, or 
be laden or carried coaflwife from one 
piart QÍ Great Bi it$in or Iceland to another, 
without a  licenfe fifom the çommiffioners 
"or officers o f the cuftums, and fecurity 
given to land accordingly.

%

Navigation and Plantations.
ia C ar. it. c. 11. By tliefe ails , the following articles being
íc^.i8- . the growth, produdt, or manufaóture o f
*>2 &  2T, Car. II. c. 26.  V a  • • n r -  a  r
fe.t. 10 & h . any Britifh Plantation in Atrica, Alia, or
7 g w. in. c. 22. America, cannot be imported into or
3Cf&44Anifc. 5. landed in Ireland, except they are firft
lea- I2- landed tin Great Britain, viz. fugar, to-
3  Sc 4  A n n ,  c .  10 . t  1 • j -  C  C
s Geo.i.e. 15. fea. 44- bacco, cotton-wooJ, indigo, ginger, tut- 
s Geo. i.e. 18.fea.22. t* or Q̂ er dying wood, Specie or Ja-
4  Geo. IÏ. c. 15. \  J .  0  1 / r  * * * ' u
ACeo. ni. c. 15. maica wood, rice, melaiies, tar, pitcn,
^ 7,ii c turpentine, mails, yards and bowfprits,
jU .^ . ' beaver-fkins, and other furs, copper ore,

coffee, pimento, cocoa-nuts, whale-fins, 
raw filk, hides and fkins, pot and pearl- 
afhes, and gum fenega.

4 Geo. it. c. 15. But all other goods (except hops) o f  the
7 Geo. in. c. *. growth, produit, or manufacture o f  the

Plantations,may be imported from thence 
into Ireland, in Britifh (hipping, whereof 
the mailer, and three-fourths o f  the m a­
riners are Britifh.

75 Car. n. c. 7 .  fc£v. 6,Q0ods the produit o f  Europe, cannot be
iéa.82.W’ 1U' c’ 22' imported into any Britifh Plantation, un-

lefs
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lels fhipped in Great Britain, and carried 
diredtly from thence in Britiih-built fhip- 
ping.

Except fait for the fifheries. Horfes and vic­
tual and linen cloth from Ireland, by 3 &
4 Ann, c. 8. and 3 Geo. I. c. 21. Provi­
sions, and implements for the fifheries, 
by 15 Geo. III. c. 31. fed. 5. Clothing 
and accoutrements for the army, by 15 
Geo. III. c. 45. and other articles of 
Irifh manufacture permitted to be export­
ed dire&ly from thence into the Britifh 
Plantations, by 18 Geo. III. c. 55. Vide 
No. II. . • W

Salt.
Salt, of  or from Ireland, not to be import-2 & 3 Ann>c- u* 

ed into Great Britain, except necefiary 
provifions for the ill ip, or for curing fiih.

Hops.
Hops not to be imported into Ireland, ex-9 Ann, c. u. feft. i7, 

cept from Great Britain only, and of* q™0 cc\ ^ 
Biitifh growth.

Hops of Britifh growth, exported to Ire-sceo. i.e. u . f c a . 39.
land, not to drawback the duty.

Eafl India Goods.
Wrought filks, bengals and (luffs mixed 5 G eo. i . e .  u.fea. n. 

with filk, and herba muilins and other 
callicoes of the manufacture of Perfia,
China, or Eaft India, are not to be im­
ported into Ireland, except from Great 
Britain.

E  No
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9- N o commodity o f  the growth, product, or 
manufacture of the Eail Indies, and other 
places beyond the Cape o f  Good Hope, 
is to be imported into Ireland, except 
from Great Britain, in ihips navigated 
according to law.

Rum, Spirits, and Sugar, & c.
4'Sugars, panelles, fyrups, or melafles, o f  the 

growth, product, or manufacture o f  any 
colonies in America, and rum or fpirits 
o f  America (except o f  the growth or ma­
nufacture o f  the Britiih fugar colonies 
there), are not to be imported into Ire­
land, unlefs fhipped in Great Britain, 
in fhips navigated according to law.

Confirmed, as to fugar, by 1 2 Geo. II. 
c. 30. feCt. 1 6. and by 4 Geo. III. c. 15. 
feCt. 19.

Brandy, rum, or other fpirits, not to be 
exported from Ireland in ihips under 100 
tons burthen.

Rum, fugar, coffee, or any goods which 
are by law prohibited to be imported 
from Ireland into Great Britain, are not 
to be exported, or entered for exporta­
tion, from Ireland to Great Britain.

Rum  or fpirits o f  the Britifh Colonies or 
Plantations in America, are not to be 
imported into Ireland in any fhip under 
70 tons burthen, either from the Colonies 
or from Great Britain ; and foreign Bran­
dy, or other fpirits, from any other place

whatfoever,



whatfoever, are not to be imported in 
ihips under 100 tons.

No part of the old fubfidy to be drawn «* Geo. in. c. fis, 
back for any fugars of the growth, pro-lect' 6‘ 
duce, or manufacture of any foreign 
Colony, or Plantation not under the do­
minion of his Majefty, which fhall be ex­
ported from Great Britain to Ireland.

Glafs.
No glafs of any kind or denomination, o-jg G'0,n>Ci '*• 

ther than the manufadhire of Great Bri­
tain, may be imported into Ireland.

N o glafs of any kind may be exported fromSect. »4. 
Ireland, or laden on any horfe, carriage 
or veifel, with intent to be fo exported.

Sail-cloth.
A n additional duty was laid upon all canvas^04*- n. c. *». 

or fail-cloth, the manufa&ure of Ireland," ’ 
imported into Great Britain during the 
continuance of a bounty granted in Ire­
land, by an att 19 Geo. II. upon the ex­
portation of fail-cloth from that kingdom, 
viz. for fail-cloth of the value o f  14 d. 
per yard, and upwards, 4 d. per yard.

O f  10d. and under \\d. per y&r$, zd .

Corn.
Corn exported from Great Britain or Ire-^G«^ni. c. s»- 

land, to the Iile of Man, not to be allowed"'"' n ‘ 
any bounty.

Cmbricks

( 35 )
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y G eo. III.  c. 4 3 ,  
l'cct. 5.

19 G eo. III,  c. 35
fect. 2.

J2 Car. II. c. 4.

Cambricks or Lawns '.
No cambrick cr lawn whatfoever to be im­

ported from Ireland into any part of 
Great Britain, until the importation of 
Cambricks and French lawns into Ireland 
ihall be prohibited by law.

!Tobacco.
Tobacco, the growth, produit, or manu­

facture of Ireland, not to be exported 
from thence to any place except Great 
Britain.

Duties.
By the book o f  rates and fubfequent aits, 

all goods imported into Great Britain 
from Ireland, unlefs in particular cafes 
where Ireland is exprefsly excepted (Vide 
No. II.), are liable to the lame duties as 
the like goods are chargeable with i f  im­
ported from other foreign parts.

T h e  following articles may be imported 
from Ireland, but are fubjeit to duties 
which are equal to a prohibition, viz.

The duty.
Woollen cloths,
•--------- Huffs,
Tallow candles,
Sope, - -

I 12
0 4
I 4
I *3
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No.  II.

A C T S  made in E n g l a n d  in favour 
o í T r a d e  to and from I r e l a n d .

JVool., Woollen, mid other Manufathires.

PE R M IT S  the im portation o f  wooIIen3 Edw.iv.c.4. 
cloths, woollen caps, andirons, and a '  

great variety o f  enumerated manufactures 
in leather, iron, iteel, &c. to be fold in 
this kingdom, if made and wrought in 
Ireland ; which are prohibited to be fo 
imported from other parts.

Permits the importation of woollen and '* Oeo.n.c. *t. 
bay-yarn into Great Britain from Ireland, fect‘ 
duty-free.

And feveral fubfequent adts permitted the ■ w. & m . c. 32. 

exportation of raw and manufactured , w m c îS 
wool from particular ports in Ireland toi'ect. 5. 
particular ports in England, enumerated10 & 11 W,IU-Ci I3* 
in the adts upon the fecurity to land it 
accordingly, and other regulations pre- 
icribed by the 10 &  11 W .  III. c7  10.—  
but,

Permits wool, woollen, or bay-yarn, wool-26 Geo. iu. u . 
fells, ihortlings, mortlings, wool-flocks, 
and worfted-yarn, to be exported from 
any port in Ireland to any port in Great 
Britain, under the fecurity and regulations

prescribed •

«
\
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prefcribed by ib  &  i i  W .  III. c. xo. for
the former articles.

>5 Geo. ni. c. 45. Clothing and accoutrements, the produce
o f  Great Britain or Ireland, for the ufe 
o f  his Majefty’s forces abroad, paid in 
part out of the Iriih revenue, may be 
exported from Ireland.

Navigation and Plantations.
12 C ar,  i l .  c, t r . Ships built in Ireland, navigated with the
7 & u w. 111. c. 22. people thereof, are deemed Britifh, and

qualified to trade to and from the Britifn
Plantations.

12Car.ii c l  feet.7  Ships built in Ireland, and navigated with 
13&i4C»r.n.c. 11. his Majefty’s fubjeds o f  Ireland, are n-
iect- 6■ titled to the fame abatement and privi­

leges to which importers or exporters 
o f  goods in Britifh-built ihipsare intitled 
by the book of rates.

18 G e e .  i i l c . j $ .  Ships built in Ireland and owned by his
feet. 9 .  " Majefty’s fubjeds-refiding in any part o f

the Britifh dominions in Europe, to be 
deemed Britifh built, and intitled to the
like privileges and advantages in all re-
fpeds, as fhips built in Great Britain; 
and

Ships belonging to any of his Majefty’s fub­
je d s  refiding in Ireland, and not Britifh 
built, are to be intitled to the fame pri­
vileges and advantages in all parts o f  his 
Majefty’s dominions, as fhips belonging 
to his Majefty’s fubjeds refiding in Great 
Britain, and not Britifh or Iriih built, are 
intitled to.

Permits
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Permits the exportation of fervants, horfes, is car. n. c. 7.r«t. 
and viftual from Ireland to the Britifh 
Plantations.

Permit the importation of linen cloth o f3 M  a™,e.g. 
and from Ireland, into the Britifh Planta-3 Geo- L c-**•ftct- 
tions.

Makes it lawful to export, under certain re- >8 Geo. m .c. 55. 
gulations, diredtly from Ireland, into thefect- *•
Britifh Plantations in America or the 
W eil  Indies, or any Britifh fettlement cn 
the coaft of Africa,

Any goods the produce or manufa&ure of 
Ireland, except wool and woollen-manu- 
faétures, cotton-manufaCtures ;

Hats, glafs, hops, gunpowder and coals ;
And all goods of the growth, produit, or 

manufacture of Great Britain, legally 
imported from thence into Ireland,^ex­
cept woollen-manufaitures and glafs ;

And all foreign certificate goods, legally 
imported from Great Britain into Ireland ;

Eut not to extend to foreign linen painted’
&c. in Ireland, 9

Nor to bar-iron, iron flit or rolled, plated
or tinned, nor any manufactured iron-
wares, till a duty is impofed thereon in 
Ireland ;

Nor to any fuch articles, if a bounty or 
premium is allowed thereon :

And not to take place with refpect to goods 
the manufacture of Ireland, except and 
until they are chargeable with duties to 
as great an amount as the like goods are

charged



N

4 G e o .  II. c. 1 5 .
5 Geo. II. c. 5i.
7  Geo. I l l ,  c. 2.

7  &  8 W . I I I .  c - 3 5 . 
16  G eo. II. c. 2 6 . 
iect, 6.

3 G e o .  I.  c .  2 1 .  feet.

18  Geo. III.  c> $6.

6  Geo. III. c. 46. 
feet. 5.

9  Geo. I l f .  c. 39. 
1 4 Geo. III.  c. 86»
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charged with an exportation from Great 
Britain.

Permit the importation of all non-enumerat- 
ed goods (except hops) of the growth, 
product, or manufacture of the Britiih 
Plantations, direCtly from thence into 
Ireland.

Hemp, Flax, Linen, and Cotton.

Hemp and flax, and any manufacture made 
thereof in Ireland, may be imported into 
Great Britain from thence, free of all du­
ties, upon certificate verifying the ma­
nufacture, &c.

. All linen made in Ireland, and imported 
into Great Britain, may be again export­
ed to any Britifh Plantation in America, 
without payment o f  any duty whatfoever.

Cotton yarn, jhe manufacture o f  Ireland, 
may be imported into Great Britain du­
ly  free.

Other Articles which are permitted to be im­
ported into Great Britain from Ireland, or 
exported duty-free, viz.

Gum fenega, or gum arabic -, 30 tons may 
be exported annually from Gieat Britain 
to Ireland duty-free, by licence from the 
Treafury, to be ufed in the linen manu­
factures of that kingdom.

R a w  hides o f  fleers, cows, or any other 
cattle (except horfes, mares, or geldings), 
and calve fkins, or g o a t  fldns,raw or un- 
dreffed, may be imported into Great 
Britain from Ireland, duty-free.

Rape



Rape feed and rape cakes, may be imported 
into G.eat Britain from Ireland, drty  f  ee.

Salted beef, pork, bacon, and butter, and 
cattle, the laws permitting the impo. talion 
from Ireland into Great Britain duty-free, 
are made perpetual.

Permit the importation o f  tallow, hog’s lard, 
and greafe, duty-free, till the 25 t Î  March 
1782, from any place.

-  Tea.
Tea-exported to Ireland as merchandize, to 

drawback the whole cuftoms, fubjeft to 
the regulations prefcribed by 12 Geo. III. 
c. 60. and 16 Geo. 111. c. 51.

Bounties granted, and payable in Great Britain, 
for encouraging the Linen Man-factures.

Grant the fame bounty on Irifh linen made 
o f  hemp or flax, exported from Great B i- 
tain, as is allowed on Britiih linen ex­
ported, viz.
For every yard v 25 inches 

broad, and under the value 
o f  5 d. per yard, - 0 0 0 ^

Oi the value of 5d. and under
6d. per yard, - -  0 0 1

O f  the value of 6d. and not 
exceeding 1 s. 6d. per
yard, - - - o o

Grant an additional bounty of 5s. per hoof- 
head upon flax-feed imported into Ire­
land, for which a bounty is allowed in that 
kingdom, by âdls made there in the third 
*nd fixteenth years of J s  Ma jefty.
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Grants

15 C eo. l i t .  34.

16 Geo. III. c. 8.

7 Geo. III. c. ia .
contini e<| by 
19 Geo. I i i .  c. 1 2 . 
feet. 4.

17 Geo. III. e. 2 7.

29 Geo. II. c. i 
19 Geo. III. c. 17.

1  ̂ Geo. III. c. 45.
leci. 3.
16 Geo. 111. c. 4 1.



, ,  g to. m. «. 5?. Grants the M o w in g  bounties on hemp, the
growth o f  Ireland, imported from thcnc*
into Great Britain.

r 24 June 1 7 7 9 V f  24 June i 7 &6, 81.1
From-! 24 June 1786 M cK  24 June 1793, 61. V 

I  24 June 1 793 3 I  24 June 1800, 4I. )

Bounties, & c. for the Encouragement c f tht
Fjheries.

15Gto.n1.*-31.feft-t- Britiih-bnilt fhips, owned by his M a j'fty ’s
fubjedts refiding in Great Britain or Ireland, 
& c.  catching a certain number of fiih on 
the E nks o f  Newfoundland, and arriving 
with the lame at Newfoundland, under the 
regulations prefcribed in the A  dt, are to 
be allowed,

T o  the 25 veil els firft arriving, 40J. each T annnall fer 
,0  next arriving, - 20I. each V arJ
'0 0  re x t  arriving, - 101. each J

3 . Britifh-built fhips owned by his M ajeily ’s
fujjjedts, reiiding in Great Biitain or Ire- 
land, proceeding from thence and killing 
one whale, at leaft, in the Gulph o f  St. 
Lawrence, or on the coaft o f  Labrador, 
Newfoundland, or in any fens to the 
fouthward of the Greenland feas and Davis 
Streights, and returning within the fame 
y?ar to fome port in England with the oil 
o f  fuch whales fo taken, are to be allow­
ed for five fhips, viz.

For die fhip arriving
wvh. the grea’eil quanti*/ £• 5 ° °  *1

vith the next Do. - 400
v i t h  the next 
w ith  the next 
w ith the next

3° °
200 
Ï co

A n d  the ci] to be lanccv. free o f  duty.
Grants



Grants the fame bounties to whales To taken 
in the feas to the fouthward of the latitude 
of forty-Tour degrees No. th.

'Ships fitted out from 1/eland in the whale 
fifhery, to the Greenland leas, Davis 
Srreigiits, and the adjacent feas, under 
the regulations prefcribcd, are to be al­
lowed, on their return to fome port inGteat

. Britain,
f 25 D^c. í 775  ̂ r 25 Dec. 1776, 40s. 1

From< 25 Dcc. 1776 i  to < 2Ç Dec. 1781,  ;os.
t  25 Dec. 17S1 J ( 25 Dec. i 786, 20s. J  ̂  on-

T h e above-mentioned bounties for fhips em­
ployed in the whale fisheries are to be 
allowed, although the whole and entire 
property of the fhips doth not belong to 
fome of his Ma jelly’s ibbj~dts re fi ding vn 
that part of his Majcfiy’s dominions fiom 
whence the fhipis fitted and cleared out.

His Majefty’s fubjedts rèfiding in Ireland 
may tranfport, directly from thence to 
Newfoundland, or to any part of Ame­
rica where the fiihery is carried on, pro* 
vifions, hooks, lines, netting, or other tools 
or implements neceffary for the fifhery, 
being the product and manufacture of 
Great Britain or Ireland.

Oil, blubber, or whale fins, taken in any 
part of t ;]e ocean by, and imported in 
any fhip belonging to, his Majeity’s fub­
jedts of Great Britain or Ireland, to be 
imported duty-free.

Seai fkins, raw and undreffed, caught by the 
crew of any veffel belonging to, and 
fitted out from, Great Britain or Ireland, 
ipay be imported duty-free.

Tobacc*.

I 4 3 )

1 6 G eo. i!I. Ci

1 5 G e o . Ill, c. 3*, 
fe£t. ai.

1 5 G en . III. c. 
le  c i. Ü.

1 ç G eo. III. c. 3 1 .
lect. '5.

Sr& . 9.

Si<$. 19.
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Tobacco.
€ Gso. i. c. ai. ftii. 48. Tobacco exported to Ireland, if  lëfs appears

to be landed than fhipped in Great Bri- 
tain, an allowance not exceeding T  wo per 
cent, may be made for walie during the 
voyage.

!» G e o . in. c. 35. R-peals t' e Acts 12 and 15 Car. II. and any
other A ft  which prohibits or reftrains t:'.e 
fet ing, planting, or improving, to grow, 
making, or curing tól\.-:co, either in feed, 

/ plant, or otherwiie, in Ireland.

( 44 )



No. III.

Courfe of Exchange.

T H E  par between London and Dublin 
8 4  per cent.— zoo/ Britiíh being worth 
108/. 6s. 8cl. Iriih. ; i l

During the years 1778 and 1779, the E x ­
change of Dublin on London has varied from 
£Í t0 9r— October 27, 1779, it was at

This is remarkably low; and the following 
caufes are aihgned for its being fo much in fa­
vour of Ireland:

1. A  large importation of fpecie, by the 
loani négocia ted with monied people, &c. in 
England, and by the late remittance to Ireland 
for the public fervice.

2. The non-payment of rents, which has 
kept within Ireland much money, that would 
otrerwift liave been remitted to absentees.

3. The non-importation agreements, and the 
laige exports in the pro/ifion trade, and in the 
linens.

Prices of Bullion.

Gold, in October 1779, v/r.s at 4/. per ounce 
in Dublin. The ufual piice ! ad been from 
4/. is . to 4/. 2s. The fc.ll is imputed to the 
exchange, which fi ificiently accounts for it.

Silver, in Odtober 1779, was at 55. 6d. per 
ounce. The medium price had been 55. 1 od. 
This is imputed to the felling more old plate, 
and to the manufacturing leis new plate, than 
ufual.



ê
I

( 4« >

No. IV.

Ceording to an abfoadt o f  a lift o f  the
eftates o f  abfentees, publiihed in January

T h e  eftates o f  thofe who lire conftantly 
abroad, and are feldom or never in Ireland, 
amount to 371,900/.

And the citâtes o f  thofe who live generally 
abroad, and vifit Ireland ocesiionally, amount 
to 1 17,800/.

17  69,
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No. V.

A  T w o  years average eftimate o f  the re ve­
nae, and expence of the Irilh Govern­

ment, according to late experience.

H ereditary Revenue, grofs— about 1,200,000
Old additional D u ties— about 380,000
N e w  additional D u ties— about 140,000
Scamp Duties— about - -  4.0,000
Vice-Treafurers, and Pells, ancient Fees

an i'S a la ries— about -  , 40,000
------------- £ .  1,800,000

D eduft
Expence o f  Management— about 483,000
Drawbacks, & c.— about -  3,000
Expence attending Stamp Duties— about 14,000

------------ . 500,000

N ett Produce £ .  1,300,000
Expences.

C ivil L ift— about *• 330,000
M ilitary Eftablifhment— about 938,000

^Extraordinary Expences— about 432,000

T e ta l Expence 1,700,000

c p

F I N I S :
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