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OBSERVATIONS, &e.

¥ ¥gesX\® LET'TER to Mr. Faulkner was printed
® A in the Dublin Journal, of December the
8th and 12th, faid to be publifhed to
int out Defe¢ts and Inconveniencies
in the Acts for better fupplying the City of Dub-
/in with Corn and Flour ; but, in reality (by mif-
reprefenting Facts) feems calculated to depreciate
thofe ufeful and excellent A¢ts. It may be there-
fore neceffary, in order to hinder the Public from
being led aftray, and prejudiced, by the Affertions
and Infinuations in the faid Letter, to ftate faid
A&s, and the Confequences of them, in a true
Light. |
It is certain, that by faid Aéts, a Premium is
granted of Three-pence Half penny per Hundred
on Flour, for every Five Miles, after the firft Ten
from Dublin, which fuch Flour fhall be brought;
which was calculated, to leflen Tillage, within Ten
Miles of Dublin, as the Grounds within that Dif-
tance can be more ufefully and neceflarily occu-
pied, in grazing the Multitude of Horfes now kept
in that City, for the increafed Number of Car-
A riages
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riages therein, and for Hay for faid Horfes; for
Cows, to fupply the faid City with Milk and Butter;
and for other Purpofes, in which the more diftant
Farmers cannot interfere with them; whereby the
Farmers near faid City have benefits far excced-
ing the Premiums they are excluded from.

The very Defign of faid Alts, was to tempt
Farmers at the greateft Diftance to go into Tillage,
the Quantity of Arable Land within Ten Miles of
Dublin being very inconfiderable, in Proportion to
the Quantity between Ten and One Hundred
Miles; and it isequal to the laft Confumer, at what
Diftance the Corn grows, or the Flour of the Bread
he eats is made, fo that it comes to Market in good
Order, and cheap.

The more diftant the Flour-mills are from Dub-
lin, the more they will extend Tillage ; as every
Flour-mill will bécome a Market for Wheat; and
all thofe who live within Fifteen Miles of fuch a
Mill, will be as convenient to a Market, as thofe
within Fifteen Miles of Dublin.

Flour is 2 Commodity which can well bear Car-
riage, and is eafier brought to Dublin than Wheat;
as the Flour fit for the Market of faid City, bears
in Weight, to the Wheat of which it is made, only
the Proportion of Fourteen to T'wenty. 1f the In-
land Navigation was finifhed, fo that Corn could
be brought Fifty Miles, or upwards, thereon, it
would be the Advantage of the Farmer to fend his
Corn to Dublin by Water, without the Premium,
rather than by Land, with it; as the Carriage of
a Barrel of Wheat, Fifty Miles by Land, is in Sum-
mer Three and Nine-pence, and in Winter Five
Shillings ; and the Carriage of faid Barrel of Wheat,
by Water, on an Inland Navigation, that Diftance,
would not exceed One Shilling Summer or Win-
ter. The Premium on faid Barrel of Wheat, for

Fifty
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Fifty Miles, is T'wenty-pence ; therefore the Far-
mer pays, above the Premium in Summer, T'wo
Shillings and a Penny per Barrel, and in Winter,
Three and Four-pence per Barrel; {0 the Farmer
would fave One Shilling and a Penny per Barrelin
Summer, and Two Shillings and F%ur-pence per
Barrel in Winter, of what he now pays; and the
Public would fave the whole Premium, which they
now pay; which Savings to the Public would
amount to more than the Intereft of the Sums ne-
ceffary to finith the {aid Navigation; and the Roads
would be lefs crouded, and embarrafled with Car-
riages; and the Canals be greatly, and advanta-
geoufly occupied. | | AL

There was no Need in faid A&ts to make any
Diftinétion between Elour manufactured from fo-
reign Corn, and from Corn of our own Produce ;
as it is demonftrable, that no Flour-miller can make
Profit by manufaGuring at a Mill, a greater di-
ftance fromDublin, any Wheat which he cannot
buy at his Mill at a Price lefs than the Middle
Price of Dublin Market.

To fhew the Abfurdity of his Suppofition, that
a Flour-miller at Cork, or any Port at equal dif-
tance from Dublin, fhould buy Wheat in Dublin,
and tranfport it by Sea to Cork, or_any other dif-
tant Port, to be there made into Flour, and fent
back to Dublin, for Sake of the Premium, fee what
Profit the Miller would have thereon, the Middle
Price of Wheat being Two Pounds per Quarter
in Dublin,

A 2 A Quarter
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A Quarter of Wheat boughtin Dublin 1. 5. &

Market, — L — — 2 Q0
Commiffion to a Fator for buying, at Y

Two and a Half per Cent. — — o0 1
Coft of drying in Coals and Labour, — o o
Bagging and Carriage from the Kiln to

the Ship, — — — O
Freight and Infurance to Cork, — — o
Bagging in the Ship at Cork, and Carriage

to the Mill, -~ — e — 0 04
Carriage of Twenty-eight Stone, the

Produce in Flour to Dublin, at Four

Shillings per Hundred, — —Qql
Commiflion in Dublin, for felling Flour,

N O
P N0

N
Q

and infuring Debts, Five per Cent. — o0 2 2
Collecting Sacks and Ware'of them, — o 0 6
Cuftom in Dublin, — , — ~— O O 1%
Toll in Dublin, One Eightieth Part, — o o 6%

Woages of Miller, and other Servants, in
Cleaning, Grinding, and Bolting, — o 2 o

3 40
The Produce of FLOUR, &.
Sixteen Stone, Firft Flour, at Thirteen
Shillings per Hundred, — sk AR - B
Eight Stone, Second Flour, at Twelve
Shillings, — — . gy gy o
Four Stone, Third Flour, at T'en Shil-
lings, — — o h ¢ il vk
Three Stone, Short Meal, or Pollard, to
be fold in the Country at Six-pence

per Stone, — — = 0-5:8
Six Stone Bran, worth in the Country
Two-pence per — — - i

Premium on Carriage Twenty-eightStone
to Dublin, 100Miles (Ninety paid for) o 18 42
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Which leaves the Miller a Loofer of Three Half-
pence per Quarter, befides the Intereft of his Mo-
ney, and all Cafualties, Wafte, &c. notwithftand-
ing the Premium. To fthew the difingenuity of the
Author of the Letter, remark, That he fuppofes a
Tun of Wheat, bought in Dublin, will return a
Tun of Flour, to be fent back from Cork to Dublin :
and that the Premium thereupon is Six Pound Eight
and Four-pence; from which he deduéts Ten
Shillings for the Freight of the Wheat to Cor#, and
Four Pounds for the Land-carriage of a Tun of
Flour to Dublin; whereby he makesa Profit to
the Flour-miller of One Pound Eighteen Shillings
and Four-pence; but makes no Allowance for
Wafte, Labour, Commiffion, and other Expences -
But the Truth is, the Quantity of Flour produced
out of a Tun of Wheat, is only Fourteen Hundred
Weight of Flour, of all Sorts, fit for Dublin Market ;
the Premium on which, from Cork to Dubln,
1s < — — — — - £.371476
From which deduét the Car-

riage of Fourteen Hundred, at

Four Shillings per Hundred, 2 16 o
And Ten Shillings Freight

from Dublin to Cork, is — © 10 O

6 o
Which leaves only Seven Shillings and Sif—pcncc
per Tun to the Miller, a Sum greatly infufhcient
to defray his Expences, Wafte, &c. in Proportion
to thofe which are enumerated above.

As to the Objection, that no Care has been taken
to diftinguifh the Quality of the Flour, which is
the Object of the Premium: The Fa& is, the
three Sorts of Flour fent to Dublin are denominated,
Firft Flour, Second Flour, and Third Flour; of
which, as is fhewn above, the Quantity of thelgirft

Flour
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Flour is double the Quantity of the Second, and

Four Times the Quantity of the Third Flour; and

“nif all thefe were mixed together, fuch Mixture

would make Houfhold Bread, and would ftand the
Baker in about Twelve Shillings per Hundred
Weight ; which is the Price of Second Flour, when
Wheat is Two Pounds per Quarter in Dublin ; fo
that the Premium cannot be faid to be given on
Flour worfe in Quality than Second Flour: And
it is to be prefumed the Intention of the Legiflature,
in thofe excellent Aéts, was to give the Premium
on the Kinds of Flour moft ufe%ul to the Poor of
Dublin; which undoubtedly is Flour for Houfhold
Bread.

The Author of the faid Letter flatly contradits
the Alfertion of the Legiflature in the Act of the
31ft of George II. Chap, 3, which expre(sly fays,
The A& was paffed for Remedy of the Diftrefles
the Inhabitants of Dublin were frequently reduced
to, for Want of Corn and Flour: And he afferts,
That faid A¢t, and that of 33d Georgell. Chap. 12,
which grants the additional Premium on the Car-
riage of Flour, are in an eminent Degree {ubver-
five of all thofe Principles that have hitherto been
efteemed the moft eftablithed, and fuccefsful, to-
wards the Encouragement and Support ef Agri-
culture; and to make out this, he afferts, That when
the Middle Price of Wheat in Dublin is Forty-two
Shillings per Quarter, a Flour-miller at Cork can
afford to give Forty-four Shillings per Quarter, or
even Fifty-one Shillings per Quarter, for foreign
‘Wheat in Cork ; and that after paying Fifty-one
Shillings per Quarter, and making it into Flour,
and fending the faid Flour by Land to Dublin, he
can, by Means of the Premium, have a Profit of
Eight Shillings per Quarter thereon. To fhew the

Falfity
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Falfity of this Affertion, compute the Flour-miller’s
Profit and Lofs, when he gives Fifty-one Shillings
per Quarter for foreign Wheat in Cork, and fends
the Produce of it in Flour to Dublin, when the
Middle Price of Wheat in Dublin is Forty-twa
Shillings per Quarter. b s
A Quarter of foreign Wheat in Cork, - 2 11 ©
Coft of Kildrying in Coals and Labour, o o 6
Carriage to Dublin of Twenty-eight Stone
Flour, at Four Shillings per Hundred, o 14
Cuftom in Dublin, — - =— 0 o
"Toll in Dublin, One-eightieth Part, — © o
Commiffion for Selling in Dublin, and in-
furing Debts Five per Cent. — — 0 2
Colle&@ing and Ware of Sacks, =~ — o0 O
Wages o% Millers, and other Servants, in
Cleaning, Grinding, and Bolting, -0 2 ©

A= 0
ah P
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3 10 11

Amount of Sales, and Premium.

Sixteen Stone, Firft Flour, at Fourteen

Shillings per Hundred, — — 1 8 ©
Eight Stone, Second Flour, at Thirteen

Shillings per Hundred, — — o013 O
Four Stone, Third Flour, at Ten Shil-

lings per Hundred,  — —0o 5 ©

Three Stone, Short Meal, or Pollard,

fold at Home at Six-pence per Stone, 0 1
Six Stone Bran, at T'wo-pence per Stone, o I O
Bounty on Carriage of T wenty-eight

Stone of Flour, 100 Miles (go paid

for) s —_ - — 0 18 4%

-——

3 6 10%

=)
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From the Foregoing, it appears, that inftead of

Eight Shillings Profit, the Flour-miller would be

at Four Shillings Lofs on a Quarter of Wheat, be-
fides the Intereft of his Money, and all Cafualties,
Wafte, &c.

The faid Letter afferts, That the Benefit of faid
Adts is confined to the Capital folely, and not dif-
fufed equally and impartially through all Parts of the
Country, though the whole Kingdom contributes to
fupport the Charge. In anfwer to this, the Fact
13, That the City of Dulblin enjoysPlenty, by hav-
ing their Markets conftantly well fupplied with
Corn and Flour; and every Part of the whole King-
dom (diftant above Ten Miles from Dublin) re-
ceives the Benefit of the Premiums, in Proportion
to their Diftance, and the Quantity of Corn they
raife, or Flour they manufacure and fend to Dublin;
and the more diftant, the greater Proportion: And
if the Payment of thefe Premiums was in Time to
become fo heavy on the Exchequer, as to require a
new General Tax to be laid on the whole King-
dom, to fupport and continue them, it would in no
fort impoverifth the Kingdom, but rather inrich it to
a great Degree.

It is very apparent the Writer of that Letter
knew very little of Flour-making, when he afferts,
That the Flour-miller will prefer Wheat of the
moft ordinary Quality to make Flour ; whereas in
Truth, no Profit is to be had in that Trade, but
by manufacturing Wheat of the beft Quality.

It 15 unneceflary, at this Time, to enter into a
Comparifon of the Encouragement which Tillage
in Ireland receives, and has received from the faid
excellent Acts of Parliament, and what it has and
may reccive from the A granting Three Shillings
and Four-pence per Quarter on the Exportation of

Wheat,

b

i
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Wheat, as that Bounty is only payable when the
Price of Wheat at the Sea Port is Fifteen Shillings
per Barrel, or under; which has never been the
Cafe fince pafling faid A&, nor may probably ever
be during its Continuance in Force.

What the other Objeétions on the Head of Im-
portation are, which the Writer of faid Letter fays
are much more ftriking, but too delicate and too
feoret to be proper Subjeéts for Examination, they
muft remain unanfwered till he thinks proper to
mention what they are.

The Premiums on the Carriage of Flour have
encouraged many Perfons of Subftance to erect
Flour-mills, at great Expence, and employ large
Sums, in many different Parts of the Kingdom,
and fome at great Diftances from Dublin ; every
one of which Mills are become Markets for Wheat,
or have caufed large Markets in the neighbouring
Cities and Market Towns ; whereby the Farmer
can difpofe of his Corn, for Ready Money, near
home; which has encouraged many Graziers to turn
Part of their Pafture Lands into Tillage, and in
Places where, before thefe Acts, you might have
rode many Miles and not have {een a plowed Field,
or an Inhabitant, but an Herdfman or Shepherd, you
now find it moftly Corn Fields and Fallow, and
Numbers of Hands employed in Tillage; and by
the Vicinity of thofe Markets, inftead of fenrdmg
the Plow-horfes long Journeys with the Wheat
to diftant Markets, whereby the Tillage was inter-
rupted and poftponed, the Farmer delivers his
Wheat almoft at his Door, and the Flour-millers
generally employ Carmen who live on the Moun-
tains, and other barren Grounds, and who have no
Tillage of their own, in the Carriage of the Flour

to Dublin ; whereby even the Meuntains and barren
: B Grounds

q
.
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Grounds are become better inhabited, and -yield
better Rents, than formerly ; as the faid Carmen,
by getting conftant Employment, and Ready Mo-
ney for their Carriage, are enabled -to pay- their
Rents duly. eLIUEl . S .

It is found by Experience of the Increafe of Til-
lage in the two laft Years; that inftead of being ob-
liged to bring in foreign Wheat and Flour, to keep
the Inhabitants of this Kingdom from Famine, we
raife fuch Quantities of our own Produce, that much
Wheat of the former Year’s Crop remained on the
Farmers Hands, when the laft Harveft came in;
and many Merchants, who imported Wheat into
Dublin, expecting Profit by it, have it ftill on their
Hands, or fold it at very great Lofs. .

From the Quantity of Wheat which appears at
prefent to be in the Haggarts of the Farmers in this
Kingdom, and the low Price of - Wheat in Dublin,
in Proportion to what it is:in London, it is not im-
probable but we may be able-this Year to fupply
England with fome Quantity of Corn and Flour, by
whom we have been [upplied in former Years with
fo great Quantities ; and what may we not reafon-
ably expect in-future Years, if the Spiritof Tillage,
which thofe Acts of Parliament have fo univerfall
raifed amongft Farmers in almoft all Parts of the
Kingdom, be ot unfeafonably damped by leflening
the Bounty on the Land-carriage of Wheat and
Flour from the Parts moft diftant from Dublin: to
which Ats alone this happy Alteration in the Cir-
cumftances of the Kingdom, in relation to Tillage,
1s'intirely owing, ) 3

To fhew how far the Penetration and Prudence
“of thofe Patriot Members of the Houfe of Com-
. ™ons, who brought in thofe excellent A¢ts, went,

itisdemonttrable that they have brought the Floar-

millers

)

Lo
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millers of this Kingdom nearly to a Par with the
Englifﬁ"F’O}"-ﬁﬁHé’r syin Dublin Market:” 797
" Suppofe at any Time, when the Bounty of Five
Shillings a Quarter on Engli/h Wheat is payable in
England, that a Flour-miller at Chichefter thould
fend Flour from thence to Dublin Market, he re-
ceives Five Shillings Englifp Bounty onoTwenty-
four Stone, or Three Hundred Weight of Flour,
which is'the Quantity of Flour allowed in England
to be produced from their Quarter of Thirty-four
Stone of Wheat, he pays thereout Six-pence per
Cent. or Ten Shillings per Tun Freight, ‘and he
pays Six-pence per Hundred Duty, or Cuftem, in
Dublin, that is, on the Importation of Three Hun-
dred Weight of Flour, he pays Three Shillings for
Carriage and Expences out” of the Five Shillings
Bounty he receivesin England, and has Two Shil-
lings of the Bounty remaining; to pay for Factorage,
Storage, &c. ‘in Dublin, and in Addition to.his
a5 o8 ' avgtl B34

Now fuppofe a Flour-miller, Fifty Miles from
Dublin, to buy his Wheat at his Mill, at the {ame
Rate as the Chickefier Man does at Chichefter, and to
fend the like Quantity of Three Hundred Weight
of Flour to Dublin, by Land, he pays for the Car-
riage of faid Three Hundred (at an Average of
Summer and Winter Carriage) One and Nine-pence
per Hundred, which'is Five and Three-pence for
the Three Hundred ; and he pays Toll and Cuftom
in Dublin for faid ‘Three Hundred Flour about Se-
ven-pence, in all Five and Ten-pence; and he re-
ceives Preniium on the Land-carriage of Three
Hundred of Flour, Fifty Miles (Forty only being
paid for) Seven Shillings; from which ' deduct
Carriage and Toll Five and Ten-pence, leaves

One and T'wo-pence ; fo that the Chichefter Miller
B2 has

" . R i e
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has Ten-pence Advannage in every Three Hun-
dred over the Irifp Miller, who lives Fifty Miles
from Daublin, notwithftanding the high Premium ;
but if the Zri/b Miller lives Eighty Miles from Dub-
lin, then he pays Nine Shillings Carriage for the
{aid Three Hundred of Flour, and Seven-pence Toll
and Cuftom, in all Nine Shillings and Seven-pence,
and he receives Twelve Shillings and Three-pence
Premium on the Land-carriage of Three Hundred
of Flour, from which deducting the Carriage, 8c.
Nine Shillings and Seven-pence, leaves Two S
lings and Eight-pence; fo that the Miller, whofe
Mill is at Eighty Miles diftant from Dublin, has
the Advantage of the Chichefler Man by Eight-
pence in Three Hundred of Flour.

It is not to be wondered at, that thofe who have
been long in the lucrative Trade of being Factors
to the Englifb Flour Millers (by which Fattorage
{o many fair Fortunes have been made in the City
of Dublin) fhould look with dn evil Eye on thofe
Alts of Parliament, fince, that (to them beneficial)
Branch of Tradeis never likely to be regained but
by repealing, or altering thofe As, and thereby
putting a Stop to Tillage, and laying Dublin again
under the Neceflity of depending on England for
their Corn and Flour, BT Bevor it

That the Public may compare the Lettep to Mr.
Faulkner, with the foregoing Obfervations; it is
thought proper to re-print the fame here. |

To Mr FA.ULKNER:
Sinr,
I Remembe;, abou.t Two Years fince, that feveral
Gentleme_n, eminent for a generous Zeal in fa-
vour of Agrnculturc_:, and the Profperity of their
Country, upon taking inte Confideration an A&
' ' | ~ for

S
—y e
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for bettey fupplying the City of Dublin with Flour,
had conceived fome Doubts concerning its Utility.
However, it was agreed upon that their Enquiries
‘fhould not be purfued, 4 that the Affair fhould
be dropped for that Time, in order by a further
Trial to obtain more certain and convincing Proof
of its Effedts. ' SEUN

This interefting Subjec, I find, is once more re-
vived; therefore it may not be improper-to throw
out a few Obfervations, which may ferve to point
out fuch Defects and Inconveniencies as chiefly me-
rit Attention, and perhaps animate others, poffeffed
of fuperior Knowledge, to give the Public more
ample Inftruction in a Matter allowed to be of the
greateft Importance. : ;

As the Law ftands at prefent, a Bounty is granted
of Three-pence Half-penny per Hundred on Flour
every five Miles after ‘the firft Ten nearelt Dublin,
by which Means the Farmer who is fo unfortunate
as to be fituated at or within Ten Miles of Dublin,
is totally excluded from the Benefit of the Bounty,
whilt' he who is at a Diftance is aCtually enabled
to underfell him, from the exceflive Liberality of
the Premium to which he is entitled; and the
greater the Diftance, the greater the Profit. The
obvious and direct Tendency of all which is, to
tempt the Farmer to remove to the greateft Diftance
poffible from the Capital ; a Species of Conduct re-
fernbling that of a Nobleman, who fhould choofe to
place his Garden at the Extremity of his Eftate,
feveral Miles perhaps from the Manfion-houfe, and
be at a great additional Expence of Servants and
Carriages to bring the daily Supply for his Table,
rather than fituate it in his own Domain, whence
he might command 3¢ soitb much lefs Coff, and more

Convenience.
. Flour
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Flour is a Commodity which cannot, without
very confiderable Expence and Difficulty, be tranf-
ported from one Place to another; is it rational
then, in order to {fupply the Metropolis, to invite
the Farmers and Millers to make Choice, by Pre-
ference, of the moift diftant Situations? Befides
that, it renders the Supply much more uncertain
and precarious. But allow me to form a Suppo-
fition, that the inland Navigations fhould ever be
completed ; pray to what Purpofe? Muft not the
prefent Law for ever operate in Contradiction to
them ? Thus whilit the Roads will be crouded and
embarrafled with Horfes and Carriages, the Canals
will lie negle¢ted and unoccupied. '

The great Increafe of Expence to the Public
ought not to be unnoticed, efpecially too as the Be-
nefit propofed is confined folely to the Capital, and
not diffufed equally and impartially through all
Parts of the Country, though the whole kingdom
contributes to fupport the Charge. But this, in ali
Probability, muft ina few Learsoccafion fuch a Drain
on the Exchequer, as will indifputably extort a Re-
medy.

lgthe Encouragement and Extenfion of our Agri-
culture was intended, how inadequate the Scheme
is for the Accomplifhment of that falutary Purpofe,
may be obferved from hence, that no diftinétion is
made between Flour manufactured from foreign
Corn, and that from our own home Produce ; con-
fequently the Miller is induced to procure it from
all Parts of theWorld where it may be had cheapett,
and of courfe the moft ordinary in Quality will ge-
nerally get the Preference; and thus, inftead of
alluring our Tenants to apply to Tillage, they will
be rather checked in their Progrefs, by perceiving
that their Expectations of Profits are perpetually

liable
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liable to Difappointment ; for by Means of an Im-
portation of foreign Wheat, the Miller will have
it in his Power to bring them to his own Terms.
—To fet fome other Inconvenienciesin the cleareft
Light, let me fuppofe that I am Proprietor of a
Mill at Kinfale or Cork ; 1 dire¢t my Correfpondent
in Dublin to be ever on the Watch for favourable
Opportunities, and when great Quantities of Grain
_happen to be brought to Town, and that it con-
fequently becomes cheap, to {weep the Markets en-
tirely, and tranfport it all to me bySea; the Freight
at moft amounts to Ten Shillings per Tun of
Twenty Hundred ; it is afterwards ground into
Flour, and fent up by Land-carriage to Dublin, for
‘which there is received Six Pounds Eight Shillings
and Four-pence per Tun Bounty; deduct Four
_Pounds for Expences on the Road, and Ten Shil-
lings Freight, and there remains very near Forty
Shillings neat Profit on the Carriage alone *.—And
has not this been actually put into practice? Has
not Corn been purchafed at Drogheda, and fent by
Sea almoft round the Kingdom, to Mills fituated
at a great Diftance from Dublin & Has not Corn
been purchafed in the Capital, tranfmitted by Sea
to a remote County in the North, there made into
Flour, and then fent up by Land to Dublin ? al-
though in that popular Country, and the Seat of
our principal Mapufacture, Bread was at that Time
dearer than in the Capital. So great are the Pro-

fits refulting from the Bounty alone.
¢ Laft Sefions of Parliament Mr. Gladavel/ {2id, that a Car
Load of Flour of Seven Hundred and a Half from Ceré, re-
oeived a Bounty of Two Pounds Eight Shillings, and that the
Hire of a Car from thence he reckened at One Pound Twelve
Shillings ; "theréfore the Bounty over pays the Carriage Six-
teen Shallings, which amounts to more than my Competa-
T Another
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Another Objeétion arifes ftill; no Care has been
taken to diftinguifh#he Quality of the Commodity
which is the Objeétsof the Bounty; the worft Flour
is equally entitled to the Premium with the beft ;
the Confequnces of which dre obvious, and ac-
cordingly,-as I am well informed, a confiderable
Part of thé Flour brought by Land-carriage from
the diftant Counties, is in general of fuch indiffer-
ent Quality, that it does not fell for more than Se-
ven or Eight Shillings per Hundred, at 2 Time that
the beft Flour at Market will go as high as Four-
teen Shillings. So that the Public has frequently
paid Six Shillings and Five-pence per Hundred for
the Carriage of Flour from Cork, that, on its Ar-
rival in Dublin, would fell for very little more than
the Premium, which, I prefume, will be deemed
much too high a Purchafe for any Supply to come
in this Channel, and feems to me the more excep-
tionable, as the fame Flour might come by Sea to
the Metropolis, at juft one thirteenth Part of the Ex-
pence, or Six-pence per Hundred, as 1 have already
fhewn.

The Security of the moft populous City in the
Kingdom againft the Diftrefles of Scarcity and Fa-
mine, though apparently fo, was certainly not the
principal Advantage intended by this Alt; it has
rather been generally underftood, that its Views
were extended to Purpofes ftill nobler ; namely, to
introduceTillage into the remote uncultivated Parts
of the Kingdom, to create Induftry in its Inhabi-
tants, and increafe their Numbers, confequently,
to enhance the Value of Eftates. Butas it is much
beyond the Limits of human Abilities to forefee all
poflible Confequences, the wifeft and beft Con-
trivances are fubject to great Deficiencies, and their
Advantagesand Difadvantages can never with Cer-

tainty
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tainty be determined but by Experience alone: To
the Decifion then of Experience we defire, in the
prefent Cafe, to appeal ; and from entering 1nto 2
few more Confiderations, it feems to be clearly de-
monitrated, that this Law is not only infufficient to
promote its favourite Purpofe, but is in an eminent
Degree fubverfive of all thofe Principles that have
hitherto been efteemed the moft eftablifhed and
fuccefsful towards the Encouragement and Support
of Agriculture.

The Wifdom of our Sifter Kingdom f{uggefted
the Expedient of a Bounty granted on the Expor-
tation of all Sorts of Grain ; this was propofed foon
after the Revolution, has been continued ever
fince, and is at this Day granted at the Rate of
five Shillings per Quarter on Wheat.  Perhaps in
the whole Syftem both of antient and modern Po-
licy, no Contrivance ever merited equal Admir-
ation ; fo fimple, yet fo powerful, fo adequate to
its End, fo important and beneficial in 1ts Confe-
quences. But it is unneceflary here to enter into a
Detail, or to offer any direét Proof of thefe Affer-
tions, it is fufficient juft toremark that the Rife of
ands followed immediately, and that by the moft
refined and judicious Writers on Politicks, it has
been ever iince efteemed one of the principal
Caufes of the Grandeur and Profperity to which
Great Britain has at this Day arrived.

A Bounty formed on a Plan fimilar to that of
England, was long the ardent Wifh of all the fin-
cere and zealous Friends to this Couatry; at length
a Bounty has been obtained, and perhaps as con-
fiderable a one as in our Circumftances and Situa-
tion could reafonably be hoped for ; and on this
oceafion I cannot help declaring, that the Gentle-

men who affifted in procuring it, deferve the warmé
C ‘ e
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eft Gratitude, and the higheft Honours the Public
can beftow. As it ftands now, when Wheat falls
to Fifteen Shillings per Barrel, two Barrels, that is,
a Quarter of Wheat weighing Forty Stone, is en-
titled to a Bounty of Three Shillings and Four-

pence. AT R
But what fhall be thought then of the Policy of
that Law, whofe immediate Tendency, in direct
Oppolition to this, lavifhes a Bounty of no lefs than
Nine Shillings and Eight-pence per Quarter on fo-
reign Corn imported into this Kingdom, under
certain Reftrictions indeed, but fuch as can never
fubject the Trade to the fmalleft Check or Diffi-
culty? All Veflels coming from any Part of the
World whatever, may unthip their Cargoes in any
Port of Ireland, and would certainly prefer doing
it in any other Port than the Port of Dublin, and
after the Corn is ground into Flour, it can be fent
by Land Carriage to the Capital. It has before been
fhewn, that there is a Profiton the Carriage from
Cork of Two Shillings and Five-pence per Hundred,
or thereabouts; and if I fuppofe that every two
Barrels of Wheat fhould produce Four Hundred
Weight of Flour, good enough to obtain the Bounty,
it amounts precifely to the above-mentioned Cal-
culation. When this comes to be more generally
known and underftood, its fatal Effeéts on the In-
fancy of Agriculture will be fatally felt, and will
probably occafion a confiderable Decline in the
Rentsof Lands. But left fome People fhould think
this Evil, as pointed out here, fo enormous and ex-
travagant that the Account muft be highly exag-
gerated, give me Leave to fay, that I have been
well aflured the Fa& has atually happened, and
that when the Markets have been high in Dublin,
and at the fame Time Corn in the Foreign ones
too



F""""’""’"T" s o) S0 R - i i A . L B R E— N
(. ]

too dear for the Merchant here to import, the
Dealer living in the other Ports of the Kingdom
found it his Intereft to import large Quantities,
which being made into Flour, and tranfported by
Land hither produced a Profit fufficient to gratify
his utmoft Avidity. To make this clearer, let me
fuppofe an Inftance: Wheat fhall be Forty-two
Shillings per Quarter in Dublin, but the Merchant |
here cannot import it under Forty-four Shillings; |
therefore his Hands are tied up; at Cork, however, “
his Brother in the Trade can import it at the fame |
Price, viz. Forty-four Shillings ; and by the Affift-
ance of the Bounty which is Nine Shillings and
Eight-pence, can fell it in.Flour in Dublin at a ma-
nifeft Profit of Seven Shillings and Eight-pence;
nay, he can afford to pay the Foreigner Fifty-one
Shillings per Quarter, and ftill have a Profit of
Eight Shillings fecured to him. !

Upon this Head of Importation, I could point
out other Objections which are much more ftrik-
ing; but they arein themfclves too delicate, and
too fecret, to be Subjeéts proper for Examination
in a public Paper. In whatever Light what has
been faid may appear to different Underftandings,
or whatever may refult from the Competition of
various Interefts, [ hope the Parties will not be lia-
ble to the Application of what I have feen repre-
fented on fome Occafion or other, in a humorous
Print, where, whilft one Party is eagerly pulling
the Cow by the Horns, and the other as eagerly by
the Tail, the Foreigner all the while fits milking
her in great Tranquillity.

o e el
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