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A t  a  M E E T I N G  o f  t h e

D U B L I N  S O C I E T Y ,

A t  their Houfe in Grafton-Street,

On Saturday, November 2, 1771. 

P R E S E N T

T w en ty -tw o  Members.

R E D M O N D  M O R R E S , Efq-, V . P. in the Chair.

MR. Jefferyes reported from the Committee ap­
pointed to prepare for the Society’s Confidera- 

tion a Petition to Parliament, purfuant to the Sub- 
jecft o f feveral Refolutions entered into by the Society 
on Tburfday lad in Relation to the prefent State o f  
T illage  in Ireland, and the Means o f  further encou­
raging it -, that the Committee had met purfuant to 
Order, and taking the Matter to them referred into 
their Confideration, had agreed upon fuch a Petition 
to Parliament, as directed ; which being then read at 
the T ab le , and the Q ueition  feverally put upon each 
Paragraph, the Society agreed with their Committee 
in the laid Petition ; which is as follows,
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T o  the Honourable the Knights, Citizens and Bur- 
gefles in Parliament afTembled,

Th e Petition of the D u b l i n  So c i e t y  for pro­
moting Huibandry and other ufeful Arts in Ireland,

H u m b l y  S h e w e t h ,

That your Petitioners always confidered the En­
couragement of Tillage, as one of the greateft Nati­
onal Objefts, and the chief Intention of their In- 
ftitution, for which Reafons, they have in a more 
efpecial Manner applied themfelves to that Subjed.

The particular Diilrefs of this Country, occafi- 
oned by a Scarcity of Corn the two lait Years, and 
the great Apprehenfions we were under for that va­
luable Branch of the Community, the Corn Farmers, 
left from the great Plenty of Corn at prefent, the 
Price fhould fall below what may be any way pro­
portionable to their Expences, have induced your 
Petitioners to take this Subject into their moft ferious 
Confideration, and your Petioners having previouily 
examined feveral confidcrable Merchants, Importers 
of Corn, and alfo fome refpeftable Farmers in Re­
lation to thefe Matters, have unanimouily come to 
the following Refolutions.

“  i .  R e s o l v e d ,

“  That it appears to this Society, that a Quantity 
“  o f Corn, Meal, Flour and Malt, in Value to up- 
í' wards of 6co,ooo 1. has been imported into this 
“  Kingdom in the two Years ended the 25th of

“  March,
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“  March, 1 7 7 1 ,  the greateil Part whereof has been 
44 paid for in Specie ; and that without faid Supply, 
44 the Kingdom would have been in the moil dif- 
44 trefled Condition.”

44 2. R e s o l v e d  
44 T h a t  it is thç Opinion o f  this Society, that, the 

44 fending out o f  the Kingdom fo large a Sum of 
44 M oney, has been a great Caufe o f  the high E x­

change, the many Bankruptcies, the Lownefs o f  
Credit and Scarcity o f  Money fo feverely felt a-

it
<4

“  raong us.”

(I
U

U
<c

3. R e s o l v e d ,
T h at it appears to this Society, upon looking 

back for fome Years pail, that a great Scarcity o f  
Corn frequently occurs, arifing not only from the 

“  Badnefs o f  thç Seafons, but from the Farmers not 
“  growing Corn fufficient for Home Confumption, 
“  and that the fame has been occafioned by the U n- 
“  certainty o f  the Markets, and the Price notaff'ord- 
“  in g  them at all T im es a Profit proportionable to 
“  their Expences.”

“  4. R e s o l v e d ,
“  T h at it is the Opinion o f  this Society, that it 

“  would be o f  the higheft Benefit to this Nation and 
“  its Manufactures, to encourage the firil o f all 
“  Manufactures, a compleat Cultivation o f  the Soil.”

“  5. R e s o l v e d ,
“  T h at it is the Opinion o f  this Society, that the 

“  moft powerful and perluafive Encouragement to 
“  Farmers to fetthe Plough at W ork, is to eftabhfh 
“  a quick, and in tome Degree a certain M arket for

“  C o r n  ”  '  -  6 .  R e -
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“  6.  R e s o l v e d ,
“  That it appears to this Society, that the Price 

“  of Wheat has been progreffively lower in England 
“  thefe laft 75 Years, fince the'Bounty upon Expor- 
“  tation took Place.”

“  7. R e s o l v e d ,
“  That it is the Opinion of this Society, that a 

“  Premium upon the Exportation of Corn, when it 
“  falls fo low, that the Farmers can fcarcely live, con- 
“  fidering the Rent Land generally now lets at, 
“  would be fo far from raifing the Price to Manu- 
“  fa&urers, that it would create Plenty, and confe- 
“  quently Cheapnefs at Home.”

“  8. R e s o l v e d ,
“  That it is the Opinion of this Society, that when 

“  Crops are light and bad, and have no great Pro- 
“  duce, to prevent as far as may reafonably be, the 
“  Importation of Foreign Corn, in Order that the 
“  Price of Corn raifed in this Kingdom might not be 
“  reduced below what is confident with the Rate of 
“  Land, would be a great Encouragement to the 
“  Farmer.,J

“  9. R e s o lv e d ,
“  That it is the Opinion of this Society, that the 

“  prefent Premiums eftablifhed by the A ft  of the 6th 
“  o f George the III. which expires the ift of March, 
“  1772, when Wheat fhall not exceed the Price of 
“  fix Shillings per Hundred Weight, that is, 1 1. 10 s. 
“  -per Quarter ; Barley, the Price o f three Shillings and 
“  nine Pence per Hundred Weight, that is, 15 Shil- 
“  lings per Quarter ; and Oats, the Price of three 
ct (hillings -per Hundred Weight, that is, ten (hillings

“  and
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and fix pence per Quarter, cannot operate with 

“  Effeét, from the Lownefs o f  the Price o f Corn, ca- 
“  pable o f  receiving the Premium.”

“  io . R e s o l v e p ,
“  T h a t  it is the Opinion o f  this Society, that fix- 

“  ing the Premiums to fivç (hillings per Quarter, 
r‘ upon W heat, when the Price is forty fhillings or 
“  under, per Quarter * upon M alt, Bere, or Barley, 
“  to three (hillings per Quarter, when the Price is 
“  eighteen (hillings or under, per Quarter; upon 
“  Oats, to two (hillings per Quarter, when the Price 
“  is twelve (hillings or under, per Quarter, would 
“  A nfw er all the above good Purpofes, be a great 
*  Encouragement to Tiîlage, and o f  National Ser- 
“  vicer’?

i i .  R e s o l v e d ,
“  T h a t  it is the Opinion o f  this Society, that to 

“  prohibit the Importation o f  W h eat till its Price 
“  rifes to fifty (hillings or upwards, per Quarter ; o f  
“  N .alt, Bere, or Barley, till it rifes to twenty-four 
"  fiiillings or upwards, per Quarter; o f  Oats till it 

s to fourteen (hillings or upwards, per Quarter, 
xcept all fuch Corn as (hall be o f  the Growth o f 

L real-Britain, or any other o f  His M ajefty’ s Do- 
“  minions belonging to the Crown o f  Great-Britain)  
“  would be a great Encouragement to the Farmer, 
“  by preventing the Price o f  Corn from falling too 
“  low, (when Crops were light and bad) a great En- 
“  couragement to T illage, and be o f  National Ser-

“  i 2 .  R e s o l v e d ,
T h a t it is the Opinion o f  this Society, that every 

“  Quarter o f  W heat and R ye, lhould contain forty 
“  Stones ; every Quarter o f  Bere or Barley thirty-two 
“  Stones -, every Quarter of M alt tv, enty-four Stones -,

“  and



“  and ev- ry Quarter o f Oats twenty-eight Stones ; 
“  and therefore the Society have formed the above 

Refoluticns upon that Computation.”

u 13. R e s o l v e d ,
T hat it is the Opinion of this Society, that it 

^ would greatly ^promote Tillage to make it lawful, 
“  w ên the Prices \?f the above different Kinds of 

Corn do not exceed the Rates mentioned in the 
i ith Refolution, for all Perfons (not foreftalling 

“  nor felling the fame in the fame Market, within 
^ three Months after buying) to buy in open Mar- 

 ̂ ket, lay up, and fell again, fuchCorn asfhall have 
been bought at or under the faid Prices.”

lc 14. R e s o l v e d ,
I hat it is the Opinion o f this Society, that there 

“  are many great Wafles and Numbers of Acres un- 
“  inclofed and uncultivated in this Kingdom, capa- 
*c ble of being improved and turned to Tillage with 
“  proper Huibandry, and would moil probably be 
“  fo, to the great Benefit and Advantage of the Coun- 
c try, if the fame Encouragement was given in this 

Nation, that is in others, by an Exemption from 
c‘ certain Taxes for a limited Tim e.”

As this Honourable Houfe has upon every occafi- 
on fhewn the greateil attention to promote this Na­
tional objeót, and has frequently delegated to your 
Petitioners the T ruil of carrying your good Intenti­
ons into execution, your Petitioners are thereby en­
couraged to lay their Sentiments on this fubjeCt be­
fore your Honours, having the firmefl hope that you 
will confider this their Proceeding in a favourable 
light, as it arifes entirely from the defire to contri­

bute

I  i  ]
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bute every thing in their power, to promote the wel­
fare and profperity o f  this Kingdom.

Y o u r Petitioners therefore beg leave humbly to 
fubmit thefe their Refolutions to the Judg­
ment o f  this Honourable Houfe, and pray 
that you will be pleafed to take the fame into 
your Confideration, and to do therein as to 
your W ifdom  fhall feem meet.

Grafton-Street, Dublin,
2 à November, 1 7 7 1.

O r d e r e d ,
T h a t  the Afliftant Secretary do affix the Corpora­

tion Seal o f  the Society to the faid Petition, and that 
he then deliver it into the Hands o f  our worthy M e m ­
ber St. John Jefferyes, Efq; to be by him laid before 
the Honourable Houfe o f Commons.

O r d e r e d ,
T h a t  M r. Baker be requefted to communicate to 

the Public his Th ough ts upon the Subject of the 
Refolutions o f  the Society contained in the faid Pe­
tition.

C  O N  S I
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C O N S I D E R A T I O N S
U  P  O  N  T  H  E

EXPORTATION o f  CORN.

M y  L o r d s  a n d  G e n t l e m e n !

IC  A  N  N  O T  fufficiently exprefs the fatisfa&ion 
I feel, that m y bumble endeavours to lay before 
Y o u , what I confider, as the moft probable means, 

o f  affording fome comfort and happinefs to the lower 
people o f  this country, has engaged Your attention 
in fo particular a manner, as to have determined 
Y o u  to lay Y o u r refoluiions before Parliament, re- 
fpe&ing the exportation o f  corn : —  Such refolutions, 
backed by the prayer o f  fo refpeftable and zealous a 
body, cannot fail o f  obtaining a favourable recepti­
on from the Legiilature.

A t  the fame time that I rejoice at Your zealous 
adoption o f  the meafure ; Y o u r final refolution, 
fingiing me out, o f  all other men, to lay before a 
fcrutinizing publick, further thoughts upon fo impor­
tant a fubjedl, and upon which our very exiilence 
almoft depends ; fills me with timid apprehenfions, as 
to m y handling a point, o f  fo much delicacy and 
importance.— I can only thank Y o u , Gentlemen, for 
the honor which fuch a diftinftion reflects upon me : 
It is Your province to call, mine to obey.— I fhall 
fhew m y ambition to ferve the caufe You have at

heart,



heart, and endeavour to acquit myfelf o f  this peri­
lous talk, by a candid, and concife raveftigation of 
the queition.

It is with pleafure I difcover, that gentlemen be­
come every day more and more convinced, that 
agriculture is the purfuit, by which every other art, 
bufinefs, or profeillon, muil iland or fall.— T o  every 
people, it is the effence o f  happinefc, the Jlr.mina of 
wealth : But to this country, the firft, and the only
cbjeót, * that can enable her to ftand the neceflary 
calls of government, in men and money, and the 
drains o f abfentees ; becaufe, it leads to population, it 
leads to wealth.

How moil effectually to invigorate its motions, 
and to refcue it from languor, and an expiring ftate, 
ieems to have been the object of Your inftitution—  
This leads me at once, Gentlemen, to pronounce, 
with all deference to a difcerning publick, that one 
grand means to ejfefinally aid the hu/bandry o f Ire­
land, is to obtain a reafonable bounty upon the 
E x p o r t a t i o n  o f  C o r n , that not beingembarraffed 
with too narrow a limitation in point of price.

From the long experience o f England, I fhall fhew 
that the exportation of corn has been, not only a 
great foundation of wealth to lier, but that it has 
given vigour to cultivation, and has progreflively 
lowered the price of corn.

In the .reign of Henry the IVth of France, and his 
moft able minifter, the Duke of Sully, agriculture 
tiourifhed in that kingdom, becaufe every means that 
could be thought of, were employed to encourage it ; 
and at that period, England' and France were com­

petitors,

*  In this idea, I hope I may with fafety affett the linen manu­
facture, to be at leail an appendage to, i f  not a branch o f  agri- 
culture.

C 12 ]



petitors, in this moit valuable purfuit— but fo feeb'e 
were the Engliih, that they were under the necefliry 
o f  receiving much corn from France ; and therefore 
they frequently found corn rifing in their markets 
to a moft extravagant price, at the difcretion o f  
France -, and that from the plaineft reafons ; the 
French had a free exportation, and agriculture flou- 
rifhed under the influence o f  the king and his mini- 
iter. T h e  Englifh farmers market was uncertain 
cultivation imperfect, and therefore the production 
o f  grain infufficient for the confumption o f  the na­
tion : under all thefe difficulties, the Britifh farmer 
found himfelf frequently underfold in his own coun­
try by the French, whofe agriculture was in a more 
vigorous ftate.— And perhaps, in no period o f  time 
did the fagacity o f  that nation appear in a itron^er 
light, or at lealt more effectual, than in the period 
now before us.— W e  fee, that at difcretion, they 
raifed the price, and lowered it ; fo that when the 
Englifh farmer, from the high price, was invited to 
extend his cultivation , the French lowered the price, 
by  which the farmer became difcouraged, and lelfen- 
ed his culture ; then the French raifed the price, and 
by  this government o f  the Englifh market, would 
certainly have ruined the Britifh huibandry, had not 
fome happy changes occurred— Such as the fuccelli- 
on o f  Lewis the X IV th  and his minifter Colbert, whofe 
frenfy for manufactures, almoft obliterated the re­
membrance o f  agriculture in that kingdom.* A dd to 
this event, the interpofition o f  the Briti'h parliament, 
who, in the year 1603, laid a duty upon the importati­
on o f  foreign corn, which had fo good an effect, as to 
induce them to lay on two more additional duties, un­
til corn fhould rife to a certain price ;— thus fecuring 
a reafonable price to the Britifh farmer.— Does not

this

t  *3 ]

*  See  m y  P r a f ih a l  Agriculture Epitom ized, w h e r e  th at  event is 
further e xp la in e d ,  than I have  ro o m  to d o  it here.
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this refleót a luitre, upon the wildom o f that period? 
— The meafare had fo good an effect, that the far­
mers of England were encouraged to enter with 
more fpirit into cultivation, and in 25 years opera­
ted powerfully, not only upon the huibandry of 
England, but reduced the price of wheat, upon the 
average for 25 years, 10s. 4ld. a quarter, as will 
appear by the following little table.

I.
From x635 to 1662, being 25 years 

before the duty, the average price
was ------  —  —  —  2

From 1663 * to 1687, being 25 years 
immediately following the duty, the 
average price was —  —  —  2

General effeót o f the duty upon foreign
corn —  —  —  £  o  10 4*

Here we take only the average, for 25 years im­
mediately preceding the duty, and for the 25 years 
immediately following.— But I find in the table o f  
IVilham Fleetwood, Bifhop o f Ely, that in the year 
1648, wheat was fo high at Windfor, as 4I. 5s. + the

. quarter,

*  T h e  year the duty commenced.
+ T h is  very high price in 1648, may in part perhaps, be at- 

tnbuted to the civil warr which  began in 16 4 1 ,  andSniihed with 
Charles the 111. in this very  year o f  extreme deamefs (1648 )  —  
Cromwell  faw the importance o f  agriculture and encouraged it ; 
sthu Walter Bly th e  in 1652 dedicated bis work on huibandry to 
him — But the reader will  recolleft, that the progrefiive rife* 
tiom 1654 for the eight fo l lowing years, until in 1662, it came 
to 3I. 14s. cannot be attributed to the fame caufe,  as in the 
years 1648 and 4g.— But to ftate thefe circumftances candidly to 
the reader, I fhail in this note ftate the prices o f  a few year*, 
about that time, with the remarkable cvrm«.

16+7

s. d.

15 8

5 3 i
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quarter, in 1649, 4I. and in the year 1654, fo low 
as il. 6s. after which, the price progreilively rofe 
again fo r  eight years, until it came to 3I. 14s. per 
quarter.

B y being thus able to lay before the reader, the 
prices o f  thefe years, we fee moll clearly, what in­
duced the Britifh parliament in 1663 (die year im­
mediately following the progreflive advance for eight 
years as ju ft  now mentioned) to lay on the duty upon 
foreign com , v iz. that the French, and perhaps 
other nations, were the regulators o f  the price o f 
corn in England ; and is a ftrong confirmation o f  the 
reafoning in the 13 th page.

T h efe  extremes o f  price in fuch ihort periods, viz. 
\ n fix years, from 4I. 5s. to il. 6s. and from il. 6s. 
to 3I. 14s. in eight years, alfo fhew, in m y mind, 
beyond all contradiftion, the unbappinefs it is to a 
nation, not to have fome regular, or atieaft an extenfive 
market for her corn -, and I beg the reader may carry

this

16 4 8  Char les  1ft. Beheaded.

------- P la g u e  in E ngland .
------- F ir e  o f  L o n d o n ,

A n d  n o t w it h f t a n d i n g  thefe  t w o  m e lan c h o ly  events ,  added t o  
th e  idlenefs and difl ipation w h i c h  e xam p le  invited  in C h a r le s  the 
Í Id ’ s t ime,  y e t  I find fr o m  1 6 6 2  e x c lu f i v e ,  for eleven  years  f o l ­
l o w i n g  th e  a v e r a g e  p i i c e  to  h a v e  been o n l y  2I. 3s. i g d .  per 
q u a r t e r .— A  period,  a f t e r  the c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  the  d u t y ,  as the  
ta b le  exhib irs ,  and w h e n  ag r ic u l tu re  b eca m e  depreifed in F ra n c e ,  
t o  g i v e  w a y  for manufactures  and co ix ju e f t ,  w h i c h  appears  t *  h a v e  
b e e n  the d a r l in g  ob je cts  o f  Lertvis the  X l V t h ,  o t h e r w i fe ,  the  
p la g u e ,  the  fire o f  L o n d o n ,  and l u x u r y  o f  that per iod,  could not 
h a v e  afforded  corn at  an a v e r a g e  fo r  e leven years  a t  43s.  a  q u a r ­
t e r . — T h u s ,  th ings  co n fp ire d  to reduce th e  price ,  e v e n  in the 
a u d i t  o f  nat ion al  m is fo r tu n e s .

). s. d.
1 6 4 7  — 3 «3 8
1648 — 4 5 0
164.9 — 4 0 Q
1 6 5 0  — 3 1 6 8
1 6 5 1  — 3 l 3 4
1 6 6 5  — 2 9 4
1 6 6 6  — i f  1 6 0
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this upon his mind, as I fhall have occafion to take 
notice of it hereafter, when I come to touch upon 
the unhappy ftate o f tillage in this kingdom.

This meafure of the Britifh parliament, having 
had fuch happy effects in reducing the price to a rca- 
fonable average, and manifeftly increajing the quantity 
ofBritiih corn, clearly demonftrated, that if  agricul­
ture was encouraged, the Englifh farmers would be 
able to export large quantities of corn to other na­
tions, and thereby, bring great wealth into the 
kingdom.

And it now became the more neceffary to (trike 
out fome method which could contribute to fuch a 
defirable objed, otherwife, cultivation could extend 
no farther, than to produce a certain quantity, for 
the internal confumption o f the kingdom ; in doing 
which, the Britifh farmers would become competitors 
amongft them/elves, the izeakeft muft give zvay, and 
tillage muft again diminish, if  the price was fuffered 
to f:nk too low ; the representatives of the people fee­
ing moft clearly, that it was rot an extravagant price 
which gave lively moticn to the plough, but a quick, 
and ready demand ; and therefore, inthe year 1688, 
they formed the annexed law, ’  to encourage the ex­
portation of corn, with a liberality of fpirit, and a 
clearnefs of judgment, which, h  my mind, marks 
that as the period of ivifdom and patriotifm.

This

*  I am induced to ir.fert the Pritilh 'aw u--?n this fubjeft ,  
becaufe it is clear,  and becaufs the wifdom o f  it is ftriking, 
from the number o f  c t j e f t c  it contributes to ths aid of,  and be- 
caufe 1 f j j 'p c fe  fe w  in i re 'and have it.

A .  D.  16S8. Anno prime G u l i d m i  &  Marlæ.

Fovafmuch as it haJi been found by cxperir '-v, that the ex­
portation c f  ccr'a and g f l in  into forfii^n part: "hen the price
thereof is at a low rate in this kingdom, hath l  ,i a great a i-  
'vanfage, not only to the owneri of land, b u t  to the tra4f  o f  this
kingdom in general.



T h is  meafure has now fubfifted 83 years.— A t 
this day, and for fome time pail, a few writers have 
flepped forth, and arraigned the meafure, in a man- 

ner,

B e  it th erefore  e nafted  b y  the k in g ’s and q u e e n ’s m o i l  e xcel lent  
majeities,  and b y  and w i t h  the a d v ic e  and c o n fe n t  o f  the lords 
Spiritual and te m p o ra l ,  and o f  the  c o m m o n s ,  n o w  aflSnibled in 
p arliam ent,  and b y  the  a u t h o r i t y  o f  the fam e,— T h a t  w h e n  malt 
or b ar ley ,  W i n c h e f t e r  meafure ,  is, o r  (hall be at 24  s. p er  quarter 
or under, rye  at  3 2  s. per quarter  Or under, and w h e a t  a t  48 s. or 
un h r ,  in a n y  port or ports o f  this k i n g d o m ,  or dominion o f  
W a l e s ,  e v e r y  m erchant  o r  o th er  per fon,  w h o  ihall put on ih i n ­
b o a r d ,  in Englifb fk i{p in g , the rr.after and tw o thirds o f  his mariners 
a t tea ft le in g  their majefties fu b je B s , any forts o f  the c o m  a f o r e - 
fa id , from  any fu c b  ports, w here the rates fh a îrn à t then he higher than 
as afórefuid, w i t h  intent to export  the faid c o rn  to parts b eyond 
th e  feas E v e r y  fu ch  m er ch a n t  or  o th er  perfon ihall br in g  a ce rt i ­
f icate in w r i t in g ,  under  his or  their hands,  contain ing the q uan t ity  
and q u a l i t y  of  c o rn  fo ihipped,  to the farmers,  commifl ioners ,  c o l ­
lectors,  or  o t h e r  per fons  appoin ted,  or  to be appoin ted  fo r  the 
time being,  to c o i l e d  the  duties and rates ariiing b y  cuftoms 
w i t h i n  a n y  f u c h  p o r t ,  and upon p i o o f  m ade  o f  any fu ch  c e r t i f i ­
ca te  b y  one or  m o r e  cr e d i b le  perfon or  perfons upon their oaths,  
w h i c h  o a t h s  th e  faid c o m m if l io n e rs  or  other  perlons are h e re b y  
a u t h o r i z e d  and required  to  administer,  and upon bond g iv en  by 
every fu c h  merchant, cr other perfon, in the fu 111 of  200 1. at the 
Ieaft fo r  every  i c o  tons o f  com  f o  flip p ed , and fo p r o p o r t ip m b ly ,  
that th e  fa id corn  (danger o f  the fcas e x c e p t e d )  ihalJ be e x p o i t e d  
into  parts b eyo n d  the feas, and not be a g i i n  landed in the k i n g ­
d o m  of E n g la n d ,  d o m in io n  o f  Wriles,  the iflands o f  G u e r n l y ,  
J e r f e v ,  or  to w n  o f  B e r w i c k  u p o n  T w e e d . — l i v e r y  fu ch  m e r ­
ch a n t  fo lhipping otF an y  o f  the a fo re fa id  co rn ,  and g i v i n g  c e r ­
tif icate and bond a s a f o t e f a i d ,  ihall h a v e  and re ce ive  from fuch 
farmers,  com m ii lioners ,  co l lec tors ,  or o th er  p e r f o i s ,  in an y  port  
r e f p e ó t i v e lv, w h e r e  the fame c o m  fhall be fo fhipp d ,  for e v e r y  
quarter o f  barley  or m a l t ,  ground  or u n g r o u n d ,  2s. 6d.  for e v e r y  
q uarter  o f  r ye ,  ground or  u n g r o u n d ,  3 s. 6 d .  for e very  quarter 
o f  w h e a t ,  g r o u n d  or u n g r o u n d ,  5 s. W h i c h  Aim or fums, e v e ­
r y  ftrch co .nm il l ioner,  farmer or  other  per fon,  a :e  hereby a u ­
t h o r iz e d  and required,  upon d em and  by f u c h  exporter,  to  m ake  
p r e fe n t  p aym ent  o f  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  w ithout taking or requit i>:o any 
thing for cuflom, or any f e e  or rew ard fo r  corn f o  laden to be export­
ed, or for fo m uch gra in as ihall be e xp o rte d  in any ihip wherein 
a n y  o t h e r  g o o d s  ihali  b :  (hipped.— A n y  h w ,  ÍUtuce,  Or uihge  in

B any
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r.er, by which I conceive, they have not thoroughly
c6r.f:dered the fubjeft ; and as their fheet-anchor, 
urge, “  that England feeds foreigners cheaper than 
her ov/n peor>’e, to run av, ay with her trade.”
«1 - • Thefe

any wife to the contrary notwithibnding.  And  upon certificate
j e turred under the common feal o f  the ch ie f  magiifrate in any 
j lace or places brvond the Teas, or under the hands and feals of 
tw o  known Engiiíh merchants upon the place, that iuch corn
was th ere  landed, or upon proof  hy credible peifons, was taken by
enemies, or pt’riíhed in the ieas, the examination and proof 
thereof being 'eft to the judgment o f  fuch con mifll ners, far­
mer?, collectors or other perlons, which proof being made, or 
certificate delivered,  to fuch per ion or perfons refpectively, as 
rook bond, as aiorefaid,  the faid bond fnall be delivered up to 
fuch exporter or his order, to be cancelled,  without any fee for 
the fame, and the monies by any fuch commiffioners, farmers, 
collectors or other perfon fo paid, in obedience to this a i l ,  (hall 
be acceptcd o f  in h s or their account?, as fo much paid to their 
majeil ies,  and he and they fhall be difcharged therefore accord­

ingly.

A .  D. 1729. Anno fecundo Georgii  2d. Regis. C h ,  18.
And for the better afcertaining the quantity o f  corn or grain 

to he ihipped for exportation,  which by an aCt paifed in the fiiil 
year o f  Wil l iam 3nd Mary,  entitled an aCt for encouraging the 
exportation o f  corn, is no otherwise afcertamed, than by the 
certificate o f  the exporter attelled upon oath, be it enabled, that 
the proper officers o f  the cuftoms fhall be impowered to admea- 
fure all corn and grain ; whereon there is an allowance, payable 
for the exportation thereof ; and for greater expedition therein, 
fuch admeafuiement fhall and may be by a tub or meafure c o n ­
taining four winchefter buihels, and i f  fuch corn or grain intend­
ed to be exported,  ihall be brought  to be ihipped off  in facks,  
that then and in fuch cafe the faid officers are hereby empowered 
and required to make choice ot two o f  thofe facks, out ot any 
number not exceeding 20, and fo in proportion for any greater 
quantity, before the fame (hall be fhípped for exportation ; and 
thereby compute the quantify o f  corn fo intended to be fhipped 
for exportation, and according to fuch computation, the a llow­
ance or bounty money fhall be paid to the exporter for the whole  
quantity proportionably,  upon his producing a certificate from 
the proper officer or officers o f  the cuftoms, atteiling the quanti­
ty and quality o f  the corn or grain fo ihipped for exportation.

And  it is hereby further enaCfced by the authority aforelaid,
that

[ i8 ]
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Thefe arguments enflame the vulgar, and flrike 

the imagination o f  Gentlemen who have not taken 
the trouble to examine the fadls, which the fubjett 
moil fortunately affords, in fupport o f  this, the hap- 
pieft meaiure that England ever adopted, to improve 
her C o m m e r c e , P o p u l a t i o n , H u s b a n d r y , M a ­
n u f a c t u r e s  and W e a l t h  : A  fsw o f  thefe fads I 
fhall lay before the reader.

E i g h t y  T h r e e  ^ e a r s  experience, it might 
be imagined, would be a fufficient leflon to inva­
lidate all that has been, or can be urged againil 
the meafure.----- W e  have feen by the ve y pre­
am ble 'o f the Britifh a i l ,  that it was framed from the 
u  ijeft reafons : viz. “  It hath been found by E x-

“  perience,

that the l ike powers,  certi f icates  and regula t ions,  and other  m at­
ters and th ings  abo ve  mentioned,  lhall be e x tended  to the afcer-  
ta in in g  the prices  and q u a n t i t y  o f  bere alias b ig ,  oatmeal and 
n u l t  made o f  w h e a t ,  or  w h e a t  malt,  intended for e x p o r ta t io n —  
p ro vid ed  nevertheless ,  that n o t h i n g  in this a£t ihall extend to 
al ter th e  prêtent praélice,  w ith  re fpet l  to the manner o f  fhipping 
c o r n  fr o m  the port  ot L o n d o n ,  but that the fame m ay be m e a ­
sured by fe*en  meters  appointed for that purpofe ,  b y  w h o le  c e r ­
tificate the fearchers,  or o th er  proper  officers o f  his majetlies c u f-  
tom s,  are  hereby e m p o w e r e d  and required to cert i fy  the quant ity  
o f  c o i n  (hipped for e xp o rta t io n ,  on a ce rt i f icate  o f  fu ch  meters,  
as  h a ih  been co nftant ly  pract iced,  any th ing  herein contained to 
the  c o n tr a r y  notwiihftanding.

P r e v io u s  to this laft claufe ,  it is “  enabled that the m agif lrates  
in e a c h  c o u n t y  ihall at their M i c h a e lm a s  feffions, fettle the c o m ­
m o n  m a r k e t  prices  o f  middling B riti'h  corn and g ' a i n  ot the rcfpec- 
t ive forts in the laid a d s  mentioned

“  A n d  the officers of  th e  c u f t o m s ,  and ail  other  perfons c o n ­
ce rn e d ,  are  to g o v e r n  th em fe lve s  a c c o r d i n g  to the  prices ot corn 
o r  grain conta ined in th e certi f icates  o f  fuch n u g i i i r a t e s .

5th G e o r g e  2d C h .  12. T h e  fame regulat ion  is purfued, 
w i t h  this addit ion in the 2d fe£t.— “  T h a t the prices /0 a fa r -  
l i  taineet\ Jh a ll be burg up in  fem e fu h iick  place in the cufiom- 
“  b rjufe belonging to every Jucb port or haven, to be r e f  a ted to by 
“  a ll  perfons fo r  their i n f  or mat ion."

B 2
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“  perience, that the exportation of Corn, * when the 
“  price is low, + hath been a great advantage, not 
“  only to the Owners of Land, but to the "7 rade of 
“  this Kingdom in general:' That experience taught 
them the wifdom of giving fo large a bounty, and of 
limiting the price fo high as 48 s. in order to in- 
creafe the demand, and thereby invigorate their huf- 
bandry, lower the price, bv increafmg the quantity, 
and enrich the nation : the'fe confequences are to be 
proved I think, beyond all poflibility of contradicti­
on,

“  The following table, fhewing the mean price of 
“  wheat at IVindfor market at feveral periods, for 
“  169 years”  § exhibits the variation in price before 
and fmce the bounty.

*  T h i s  proves, that the duty  laid upon the importation o f  
foreign corn,  for the fpace o f  25 years preceeding this a f t ,  had 
enabled the Engliih to export corn,  and that they/i//  the advan­
tage o f  it, as the preamble expreiTes.

f  From thefe words, it is plain that they confidered 48s. 3 
quarter low,  and indeed they had much reafon, when we con- 
iider the enormous prices already flared, as in pages 14 and 1 5.

§ Farmers Letters.

✓
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“  It is further obfervable,” by looking at the ta­
ble “  that for the firft 69 years, the price o f wheat 
“  was continually rifing” even fo much, as to ex­
ceed the firft 19 years 13 s. 2^d. a quarter, upon 
the average, for the 25 years from 1638 to 1662, 
which were the laft 25 years before tiie duty on foreign 
corn took place.

I have already fhewn, that the 25 years preceding
the bounty, were fo materially affeded by the duty,
as to have reduced the price ios. 4 *d. a quarter as
appears in this, and the former table.— That the
average price ihould rife from that time for 25 years
after the bounty commenced is not to be wondered
at ; the wonder would have been, had it fallen in fo
fhort a penod, whilft we keep in fight how hi^h the
limitation upon the exportation was ftated (48 s) and
that the cultivation of the kingdom was but in an in-
different ilate. And indeed the average price which
appears in the table for that 25 years being fo hieh as
48 s. 5 id . fhews moil clearly, that blit little corn
was exported for that time, becaufe it exceeds the
limitation, and therefore could not be exported fo as
to claim the bounty, except in particular years dur­
ing that period.

But now the Britifh former became unfhackled 
foreign corn could not come in upon him, and bis 
corn was entitled to a bounry upon exportation, at 
♦'] r P1 IC5 ’. t lUS Çircumilanced, he approached 

, f WIthJ°y, cultivation flourifhed, altogether 
combining to biing about a great and permanent 
change in the affairs of E ngland.-Let the reader 
with admiration look at the table, let him look with 
glftdne.s, and fee how prodigioufly the price funk!

om 2,> 8s- 5 i  d. to 2 I. os. 7*d. and for the laft 
25 years average t o i l .  18 s. 2 ^ ,-L e t  him com-

[ 22 ]
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pare this change, with the preceeding periods before 
the bounty, let him compare before the duty !

W h at is it we are to expeâ: will convince man­
kind o f  the utility o f  this meafure, if  fuch fafts as 
thefe have no influence upon them. Only look at 
the average from 1638 to 1662, the lail 25 years 
before the duty, and for the laft 25 yeais fince the 
bounty-, and we find the price reduced 17 s. 5? d. 
per quarter !— After this, will it not be with aftonifh- 
ment that we hear any man reproach this wife law ? 
But further, let any one calculate the difference this 
change has made in the price o f  bread to the people 
o f  England, for the 25 years, from 17.^8 to 1762, 
when compared with the price o f  corn ju ft xoo 
years before; i. e. for the fame time, 25 years, from 
1638 to 1662 ; and he will find it amount to 
126,283,3551. ' 7  s. 2{d.  * Reader! is it not with 
aftonifhment that you fee this ?— Let any caiuiit 
againft this meafure, lop off from this calculation, 
until he is tired, and then there will be enough le.t 
to ftrike him d u m b — Since it is manifeft, that by 
feeding foreigners, the farmers o f England have been 
enabled to feed the whole body o f  the people above 
an H u n d r e d  M i l l i o n s  cheaper in 25 years, than 
they were fed before, even upon the price o f corn, 
independent o f  the difference to the nation, be-

*  In this ca lc u la t io n ,  1 eftimate  the people  o f  E n g la n d  at o n ly  
e i g h t  mil l ions,  d u r i n g  the period fo r  w h . c h  this ca lc in a  10.'. is 
m a d e ,  t h o u g h  1 have  ftrong reafon to be l ie v e  then, u n  millions.  
A n d  in the c a lc u l a t io n ,  I fu p p o le  e ach  perton one w ith  another ,  
to  co nlurae  one  pou n d  ot corn a d a y ,  w h i c h  I bel ieve  w.l.l not e 
th o u g h t  t o o  fmall  an a l l o w a n c e ,  w h e n  it (hall be conf idered that 
J m ake  no c h a r g e  fo r  th e  c o n fu m p t io n  of  w h e at  in m a k i n g  

j ïa r c b , and  in di/li/lath» ; the latter o t  w h i c h  was  very  consi­
d e ra b le  dur ing  th at  p e r i o d ;  i. e. f ro m  17 3 8  to 1 7 6 2 .  
b u íh e l  I h a v e  valued at 6 3  pound s,  and the quarter  at  e ight 
b u lh c ls ,  a t  th e  d i fference  in price  upon the average  for that 2 ,
ye ars ,  as appears in' the table,  to  be 17  s. 55 d. psr q u a r u r .
'  ’ *4 tween
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tween uiing foreign corn, and that o f her own 
growth ; fuch an eftimatc would immenfely fwel! 
the account. The calculation 1 have made, is framed 
upon the faireft principle, viz. that all the people of 
England eat bread— I hope the mother country will 
admit our poor to do the fame, by indulging us with 
the fame means of obtaining it.

The regifters of the corn exported, were laid 
before the Britifh parliament in 1765, but went no 
farther back than i 697. I fhall ftate the totals.

[ 24 ]
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The average per annum, for the 68 years, amounts 
to 557*3*81. i s. io~ d. This is furely a great ac- 
quifition to a nation, when we confider, that it is 
obtained without any external expence : But it is 
worthy of ierious obfervation, the progreffive iucreafc 
o f ihe trade, from the firft nine years, fo that the 
average of the lad 19 years, exclufive of freight, 
amounts to 835,394 1. 17 s. 8d. per annum.

Over and above this clear gain, of near forty 
millions fterling to the kingdom of England, let any 
man paint to himfelf, the many millions it has faved 
in the immediate price of bread, to the people of 
England, the cultivation it has produced, the hands it 
has employed, the addition it has made to population, 
and the millions it has faved to the nation, in flop­
ping the importation of corn, &c. I have not a doubt 
but altogether, it has made a difference in the af­
fairs of that kingdom, fince its original commence­
ment, of at leaft 500 millions fterling.— The prefent 
undertaking does not admit of fuch an attempt, 
other wife I fhould be invited to aim at a calculation 
of this kind.

If
Years.  J. s. d. Years.  1, s. d.

1647 3 13 8 1739 * 18 6
1648 4 5 0 .  1 7 40 2 10 8
1649 4 0 0  1 741 2 6 8
1Ó50 3 id 8 1742 i 14  o
1651 3 13 4 i 743 i 4 10

Let any man carry upon his mind the hard froit above men­
tioned, and then compare thefe two periods. I could ftate 
feveral fimilar ones — But this may fuffice to ihew, how pow er­
fully the nneafure be!ore us operated upon the huibandry o f  
England.— Upon fuch an event,  as almoft the w h ole w h eat  crop 
o f  Europe being dellroyed, might we not expeól wheat as high 
as in 1648 ?— But ftill to itrike the reader with  admiration, only 
took at the table, where w e  fee, notwithftanding this event, 
rh i t  England exported,  in rhat period o f  twenty years, to the 
value i f  above ten millions i le ; 1 i n !



If this be the method to feed foreigntrs cheaper 
than Britifh fubjeóts, I can only wifh, as an Englifh- 
man, that they may purfue the meafure. But as a 
further confirmation o f  the great utility of this 
law, I Ihall trouble the reader with another little 
table.

In the year 1750, the exportation o f  corn ran 
higher than ever known before, and yet the price to 
the confumers in England was fo low as 1 1. 1 2 s. 6d. 
the quarter, as will appear by the following table.

Years Amount o f  . Price o f  Wheat
Bounty. per Quarter.

1746 ------  £  99,355 —  £ i 19 —
1748 ------ 202,637 —  1 17 —
1 749 ------ 228,566 i 16 —
17 5 °  ------  325^05 —  i 12 6 *

Here we fee the price falls, in proportion as the 
exportation increafes.— If we look at the total amount 
o f  the bounty for 1750, recollecting that 5 s. a
quarter is the bounty, v/ill it not be aftonifhing to 
fee it amount to 1,301,620 quarters, and the mean 
price o f  wheat only 1 1. 12 s. ód . a quarter ?— If the 
farmers o f  England could not have fold this corn, 
what mu ft have been the confequence ?— Clearly, 
that the price would have been much lower, and 
little or none would have been fown.— Famine would 
have been the confequence in a few years, or the 
ports all opened for the importation o f foreign corn.—  
T h is  is the true picture o f  Ireland.

*  Farm er 's  l e t t e r s  to the p e o p le  o f  E n g l a n d . — T h e f e  are  
the le tters  o f  the ingenious iM r. Y o u n g ,  w h i c h  1 re com m e nd  
ro the perufal  of  e v e r y  g e n t le m an  w h o  is inclined to m ake  h im - 
i e l f  mailer  o f  the lu b j e t t  before  us.

T h o le

[ 27 ]
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Thofe who urge, that England feeds foreigners 
cheaper than her own people, appear to me to take 
but a flight view of the queftion.— In a fubjeót of 
this kind, and indeed in almoft all national ones re­
lating to. commerce, the nation exporting a commo­
dity, and the nation receiving it, fliould be looked 
upon as two individual merchants.

This dijlinflion being retained upon the mind of 
the reader, it is furely clear, that fince England 
granted ( to her own fubjefts) the bounty upon the 
exportation of corn, fhe has for 75 years fed her 
manufacturers, and the reft of her people, with 
corn of her own growth, and that confiderably cheaper 
(even in the price paid by the confumers) than fhe 
did for 94. years before. * And although one fon of 
Britatiia pays a nominal price for bread-corn to an­
other, yet the nation feels no expence from that ; and 
therefore, it may be truly faid, fhe has fed them 
with bread for nothing ; whereas, had fhe continued 
to import corn, her expence would have been fuch, 
as to have funk her into that languor and poverty 
which this kii gdom feels, from that dreadful ne- 
ceiTity of importing bread-corn, to the deftru&ion 
of our tillage, and mifery of the lower order of our 
people.— I fhall elucidate the preceding idea, by 
ftating two fmall accounts, as for two merchants ; 
and thofe merchants fhall be England and trance.

Enqfiaod manufactures a piece o f cloth 1. s. d.
from her own materials, coft —  0 0 0

Whilft manufacturing, the people con- 
fume, fuppofe one quarter of corn, of 
her own growth, coft —  —  0 0 0

0 0 0
* See the T i b l e ,  p. 14,  and the calculation p.  23.

England



1. s  d .

England fells this piece o f  cloth to a fo­
reign nation for —  —  10 o  o

W ill any man deny the purchafe monsy being a 
clear gain to England ?

France manufactures a piece o f  the like 
cloth, in every refpeót as good, from 
her own materials, coil —  o  o O

W h ilil  manufacturing, the people con- 
fume the fame quantity o f  corn as the 
Englifh manufacturers, which corn has 
been furnifhed by England, and coil * 2  2 0

[ 29 1

2 2 0

France fells the piece o f  cloth to another
nation for —  “  10 o  o

D eduól for the firil coil —  2 2 0

Profit on the French account —  7 18 o

England fold her piece o f  cloth, which
coil her nothing, for — • —  1 0 0 0

France, by fale o f  her piece o f  cloth,
gained in profit — ■ 7 1 8 0

Superior profit to England —  2 2 0

T o  this difference, upon the objedt o f  commerce, 
between thefe two contending merchants, clearly 
might be added, the price o f  the corn fold, to feed 
the French manufacturer.

*  I m ention 21. 2 s. b e c a u f e  it  has  b ee n  the a i x r t g t  pr ice  

fo r  75 y e a i s  l lnce  the b o u n t y .  See  the t a b ' t ,  p z r .

B u t



But now let us turn the tables, and look how 
the account flood with England, before this pow­
erful meafure took place.— And I will not take the 
higheft price, but the average o f the five years 
ftated in the note, p. 15 ; /. e. from 1647 to l ^5lt> 
both inclufive, when England imported immenfe 
quantities o f  corn, as I have already fhewn. 3 1. 
17 s. 8  ̂ d. was the average o f  that five years.

[ 30 J

1. s. d.
England., at that period, manufactured 

a piece o f  cloth, lrom her own ma­
terials, coft —  — 0 0 0

W hilft manfaduring, the people con- 
fumed a quarter o f  corn, which corn 
was purchafed o f  France fuppofe, or
any other nation, and clearly coft 3 *7 £4

3 *7 8*

England fold this picce o f  cloth to
another'll at ion for —  — 10 0 0

Deduft for the firft coft 3 17

Profit o f  Engliih manufactures at that
period —  —  —  — 6 2 3 *

Now let 11s compare the two periods.

England now fells the piece o f  cloth for
clear —  —  _ TO 0 0

in the former period Hie made a profit
or on!y  —  —  . _ _ 6 2 n i

Profit on manufactures fuperior now, 
over the former period, by — ’ 3 '7 8 i

Carried over — ’ 3 17
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1. s. d.

Brought over —  3 17 8i
T o  (hew the clear difference, we m ud 

add the prefent gain to the former 
lofs, viz. —  —  1 0 0 0

T o  this we muíl alfo add the fale o f  corn
at this time —  —  —  2 2 0

15 19 8i
N ow  I fhall deduct out o f  the profits o f  

the prefent period, the profit o f  the 
former period —  —  6 2 3*

Prefent period fuperior to the former by 9 1 7  51

T h u s  we fee the wonderful change, which the 
bounty upon the exportation o f  corn has wrought 
upon the manufactures o f  England. * And, upon 
this examination o f  the queflion, is it not clear, that 
the nation fupplying another with bread, will ever 
have an iinmenfe advantage ?— And that the afTertion, 
that “  England lupplies foreigners cheaper than her 
ct own people,'* is founded upon faite imagina­
tions ?

T h e  people o f  every nation miift eat ; and if  you 
will not fupply them for their money, they will fup- 
ply themfelves from their own land, or from fome 
other wifer nation. Hence I conclude this atTercion, 
as to Great-Britain fupp'ying foreigners with bread, 
to run away with her trade> to be the flimfy fenti-

*  T h e  cand id  reader  w i l l  not imagine th at I offer thefe  little 
a c c o u n t s  as b e in g  e x a £ t ,w i t h  refpedl to the c o n iu m p t io n  ot c o r n ,  
to the  g iv e n  v a lu e  o f  an y  m a n u f a & u r e . — In thefe  k in d  ot e n ­
quir ies ,  the writer m u f t  be indulged w it h  a latitude to i l luftrate  
his f u b j e f t ,  as poets are ,  to g ra t i fy  their ingenuity,  and embellil li  

their tancy.
ment
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ment of idle manufacturers, who do not fee beyond 
the diameter of their looms, and who, I fuppofe, are 
totally incapable of diftinguifhing any difference to 
the nation, whether they fell their fabricks to a Turk 
or an Englifhman.

From what has been offered in this fhort invefti- 
gation of the fubjetft before us, I hope the following 
conclufions are natural and undeniable.

I. That, from the wifdom of the Englifh law, 
to encourage the exportation of corn, the importation 
o f that neceifary commodity, from having been im- 
menfe, before the bounty, is now, in a manner, h«- 
known in England, to the faving many millions fter- 
ling.

II. That this meafure, has progrejfively, for 75 
years, fmce the bounty, reduced the price of corn to 
the confumers, very conjiderably lower, than it was 
for 94 years before.

III. That it has brought into the kingdom o f Eng­
land, near 40 millions fterling of foreign bullion ; and 
at the fame time, that it has added firengtb to the 
Bntijb navy, and honour to her arms in every part of 
the world ; it has given an increafing profit to her 
manufactures.

IV. And, that this very law, has been the whole 
foundation, o f the prefent glory and perfection o f the 
Britijb hitjbandry : That it has been the foie caufe
T H A T  T H E  P L O U G H  T R I U M P H S  !

Fiom the few  arguments winch I have ventured 
to offer, in j uftif cation o f the meafure before us, and

the
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the conclufions drawn ; I own, it is with the moil 
anxious feelings that I wifh this country in pofleffion 
o f  a fimilar law.

From  reafons of a political nature, fhe is deprived 
o f  the general advantages o f  commerce.—  But a g r i ­
c u l t u r e  is the natural claim o f  every country, the 
birth-right o t  every people ; and therefore, it is to be 
prefumed, that upon proper application, and candid 
reprefentations o f  the miferable ftate o f  that moft ufe- 
ful art amongft us, that the F a t h e r  o f  his people 
will indulge this kingdom with his kind concurrence 
in an o p e r a t i n g  bounty upon the exportation o f  
corn ; which, from our infujfcient population, im- 
menfe traóts o f  bog and mountain, and incapacity o f  
our people, both in money and judgment, can never 
affeft the Britifh farmer :— fo little could we ever 
hope to do, in the fulleft tide o f  expectation, that 
Ireland muft ever move in the centre o f  an extenfive 
circle, whilft the Britifh farmer would be traverjing 
the outlines.

A n d  when it fhall be confidered, that it is the only 
means that can lead our people to bend their attention 
to hufbandry, in preference to unprofitable manu­
factures ; the only means that can increafe population, 
and check the extrayagant emigrations to America, 
and enable the k ingd om  to furniih men to the Bri­
tifh army and navy ; and when we add, that the 
happinefs, I may fay, almoft the exiftence of this peo­
ple depends upon it, I cannot but believe the meafure 
will meet with a kind reception in all its necelfary 

paflages.

I f  we look at what has been already faid, refped-  
ing the ftate o f  hufbandry in England, prior to the 
duty and bounty, and at t^e prefent condition o f  Ire-

/  ■ c  land,
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land, we fhall fee an exaft fimiïarity :— a ftrong indi­
cation, that a famenefs o f  events muft happen from 
fimilar caufes. I fhall attempt to illuftrate this, by 
laying before the reader, the importation o f corn for 
feven years, which happens to afford fome ftriking 
fads, demonftrative of the tnifery of the kingdom, 
independent of the melancholy truth it exhibits, of 
the vaft importation, in the grofs.

In this table, for the clearer information o f the 
reader, I fhall reduce the oat-meal and wheat-meal to 
quarters, as if they were in corn, and the flour to 
tons.

I m p o r t a t i o n
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This table of the importation into Ireland, exhibits, 

upon tht  general view, a melancholy confirmation of 
the. mifcrable flate of our hufbandry ;— but, when 
we enter more minutely into the enquiry, wre fhall 
fee it in a much ft ronger light.

Let the reader caft his eye upon the columns oats 
and oatmeal, the importation of which are but fmall. 
— W hy is it fmall ?— Eecaufe more oats are grown 
in Ireland, than any other grain.— Every man who 
knows any thing of practical hufbandry, knows, that 
where oats are the principal object o f cultivation, that 
it not only indicates a miferabk culture, but is a cer­
tain teft of poverty in the people.

Look at the columns barley, wheat, wheat meal\ 
and flour3 and we fee how immenfely they rife in im­
portation.— This importation of bread and malting 
corn, may, perhaps, by fome, be attributed to our 
want of land * for the production of fucli grain, and 
to our want of lkill f  in cultivation, becaufe both 
barley and wheat require a more fpirited preparation 
of the land than oats.— But happily, the table before 
us proves the contrary in both cafes ; for, if the rea­
der looks at the table of imports, from 1765 to 1769, 
both inclufive, he will fee the importation progref- 
fively lejfiening, and that prodigioufly in the column 
barley and malt ; in the column wheat, indeed, it is 
not fo regular ; but only obferve, that the year 1769

* I do admit,  that we have immenfe traces o f  bog and m o u n ­
tain, w h ich  mightily reduces the computed land o f  the kingdom ; 
but vve have found land enough to produce moie corn than we 
can confume ; and by a proper and judicious cultivation o f  it, 
might maintain and fatten more iheep and cattle than we do at 
pre.ent.

+ '1 hat we w a r t  fkill is m od  certain ; but yet, w e  do produce 
both wheat and malting corn,  though perhaps nor h a lf  the quan­
tity we might produce upon any given quantity o f  ground, were 
eur people better inflructed, and iurn’ ihed with a market.



I 37 ]
is remarkably fmall in erery column.— T h u s it is 
clear, that from Lady-day, 1768, to Lady-day, 1769, 
the farmers o f  Ireland fupplied the kingdom with 
bread and malting corn, fave the trifle that was im­
ported, to the value only, o f  about 20,0001. iter- 
ling.

T h is  correfponds with the effcdt in England, be­
fore the duty on imported corn, and the bounty on ex­
ported corn *, and fhews, beyond difpute, that Ire­
land became more and more capable o f furnifhing 
her own people with bread and malting corn, during 
that five years ; otherwile, foreign corn would have 
found its way into her ports :— But why it did not, 
is from the plaineft reafon in the world— the price 
was low ; and it will ever be found an unalterable 
rule in every part o f  the world, that where corn is 
chcap, little will be imported ; but in proportion as 
the price rifes, fo will the importation increafe : T h is  
we have experienced in the two paft years, as appears 
by  the table, to the draining two thirds o f  our circu­
lating caih ; and thereby, m oil clearly accounting 
for the diftreffes we have been under, the many 
bankruptcies amongft us, the high exchange, and 
lofs o f  all internal credit and confidence among our- 
felves.— See the confequence! fee how the farmer is 
affefted by thefe wants.— A nd let the commercial 
world look with reverence and eiteem upon the 
ploughman ; and let them fee how much he has 
them all in his power, how much they all depend 
upon him.

In 1768 + bread and malting corn fell fo low, that 
the landholders moft clearly faw they could not live, 
i f  they purfued the plough ; and as clearly ihews the

*  See  p a g e  15 .— W h e r e  it appears ,  that in 1 6 5 4 ,  w h e a t  was
i 1 6 s .  the q u a r t e r ,  and ihen rofe again  for e i°h t  years ,  till it

c a m e  to  3 1. 14s.
f  F r o m  L a d y - d a y ,  1 7 6 8 ,  to L a d y - d a y ,  1 7 6 9 .

poverty
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poverty of this country, for the. farmers could not 
afford to keep their corn for a better day, and pur- 
fue their cultivation ; and therefore they flopped jhort 
for want of a more extenfive demand, than our in­
ternal consumption affords.— Very little corn was 
imported, becaufe the price was low.— Here we fee, 
we fee! the wifdom of other nations; they left us to 
eat our bread of idlenefs, our bread of poverty ; that 
<Khis foon exhaufled, and then they poured in upon us 
the produce of their labour ; and with our very vitals, 
we were under the neceflity to pay their induflry, or 
ftarve for want of food. For, from March, 1769, 
to March, 1771, we fee the importation has been very 
high, and bread and malting corn extremely dear. 
This has fet the plough to work again, and now 
wheat is too low for the farmer to live by its culti­
vation.

Thus we are glutted at one time, and flaw ed  at 
another, becaufe we have no regular market for our 
corn ; thus with our hufbandry, we are in the fame 
fituation, as with our inexportable manufactures ; the 
farmer is in a ftate o f uncertainty, and therefore muft 
ever be in diflrefs and poverty.— Hence I think we 
may fairly deduce the following maxim, viz.

That the internal confumption of any commodity, 
can never give vigour to its produ&ion, in any 
country.

For we have feen moil clearly, from the progrefs 
of England, in her cultivation, that it is not the ex­
travagant price of grain that gives lively motion to 
the plough, but the regular and increafing demand 
which the bounty on exportation has furnifhed.— Cut 
off that confumpuon, and in half a century, her hus­
bandry will fall back into that original infufficiency



o f  its produce, which fhe experienced before the duty 
and bounty ; fo that the efFedt is fimilar in both cafes.

Let the Gentlemen o f  Ireland look at the table o f 
our importation ; let the Britifh M iniftry look at the 
immenfity o f  it for the two pail years, and confider 
whether this country can poflibly ftand fuch periodi­
cal and enormous drains, and at the fame time con­
tribute her (hare, in fupport o f  the dignity and inde­
pendence o f  the Britifh Empire.— But give us a libe­
ral bounty upon the exportation o f  com , without 
embarraiTment by too narrow a limitation in point o f  
price ; and bold as the fentiment may appear, in 20 
years, I fhould fear no tax that Government would 
ever think o f  laying upon the people.— T h e  kingdom 
would foon carry a new face, the plough would move 
in every quarter, the people in jo y  would run to the 
field, and riches would every day flow upon us.

If  it fhall be urged, that fuch a vigorous cultiva­
tion as I look at, would leifen our (lock o f cattle, I 
have only room here to infift on the contrary ; a ju­
dicious and fpirited cultivation would increafe their 
number.—  T h e  prefent idea is, that th« land is to 
maintain the cattle \ but I aflert, and find from expe­
rience, that the cattle fhould maintain the land, and 
thereby produce the corn befides, that being made in 
its culture, fubfervient to maintaining the ftock.

Local encouragements, to fupply certain markets 
with corn, can never be effeflually advantageous to 
the kingdom  ̂ it furnifhes plenty to one part, and 

Jlarves another part.— There have been, I am told, 
repeated inftances o f  bread in loaves, being carried 
from Dublin to the Province o f  Connaught. In m y 
memory, oatmeal has been 28 s. an hundred forty 
and fifty  miles from the capital, when in that capital 
only 14s.— W h y  this partiality ?— W h y  fhouid one

C 39 3
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part of the people be languifhing in hunger, whilft 
another are fed ?— I cannot trace the prudence or juf- 
tice o f fuch meafures.— Befides, we feem to have loft 
ali fight of the nation in thefe purfuits.— No man will 
tell me that the nation gains any thing by forcing an 
internal market ; it is only changing the cafh from 
the right hand to the left, fince it makes no difference 
to the nation with whom the money is.— But fell iooo 
barrels of corn to a Frenchman or a Dutchman, and 
the price paid by either is a clear profit o f fo much 
to the kingdom ; and that gain will circulate amongft 
the people, to the aififtance and encouragement of 
every purfuit.

Is it not a reproach to this country, that we re­
ceive great quantities o f wheat and flour from Ame­
rica ? where the price of labour is fix  times what we 
pay, with the additional burthen of freight for 3000 
miles :— Their land, indeed, is much cheaper than 
ours ; but under a fpiiited cultivation, and ready 
market, I fhould difregard rent ; labour is the heavy 
weight ; but under a languid cultivation, and un­
certain market, rent devours the farmer— the true 
ftate of the landholders in Ireland.

T h e  only effectuai means o f obtaining a ready and. 
certain market, clearly prefents itfelf in the experi­
ence o f  England— Open all our ports for the expor­
tation o f corn ; give a liberal bounty to invite the mer­
chant, and limit a liberal price to animate the farmer ; 
and in feven years, every man in Ireland will eat 
bread, inftead of living upon potatoes and fait.

This limitation of price leads me to a very im­
portant point in the prefent fubjeft.— When I look at 
the limitation of price, capable of receiving the bounty 
in England, I cannot but admire the wifdom of the 
period 1688. For a Britifh Parliament 83 years

a g o ,
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ago, when money was infinitely more valuable than 
it is now, to allow the bounty upon wheat at 48s. a 
quarter, and other corn in proportion, ftrikes me 
with admiration and pleafure ; it is plain they law 
the importance o f  agriculture, they had experienced 
the negledt o f  it. ,

From this, the Britifh limitation, I fhall endeavoui 
to fhew, at what our limitation ought to be dated. 
T h e  exporting merchant at the port o f  London, e x ­
perts the bufhel o f  wheat which he purchafes to 
weigh 63 pounds— Eight o f thefe bufhels make the 
Englifh quarter, confequently the London quarter 
weighs only 36 ftone : T h is is not eftablifhed by  any 
law that I know of, but I believe is the cuftom o f the 
port.— N ow , by our law. we are obliged to give 40 
itone to the quarter :— T h is  makes a difference againlt 
the IriJfj farmer, o f  four {tone in each quarter ; and 
I am informed, that the Englifh quarter o f  barley 
weighs but 28 ftone, whereas, by law, the Irifh 
quarter muft weigh 32 ftone.— I fhall not fwell thefe 
papers, by  entering into a particular enquiry as to* 
this difference, except for the wheat -, whatever our 
limitation o f  the quarter o f  that may be, fhould we 
be fo happy as to obtain this law , will determine all
the reft.

F ive Britifh fhillings we fee are given in bounty 
upon the exportation o f  36 ftone of wheat, and the 
limitation upon that 36 ftone is 48s. Britifh, I lhall 
ftate this for the Irifh quarter.

36 ftcne
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°  4  9 t

0 4 0

2 1 6  g j

Thus we fee, that to place the limitation o f the 
price upon the exportation of Iriih wheat, upon a par 
with the Englifh, that our limitation fhould extend 
to 2I. 16s. 9id. our currency, and for our quarter.

I fhall nowihew what ihould be our bounty, upon 
the fame principles.

1. s. d.
36 ftone of Irifh wheat exported, and 

entitled to an equal bounty with Eng­
land —  —  —  0 5 5

4 (tone of Irifh wheat, to make up our 
quarter at the fame proportionable 
bounty, amounts to about —  0 0 6

o  5 1 1

Thus we fee, that to bring a bounty upon the ex­
portation of Irifh corn upon a par with the exporta­
tion of Englifh corn, that our bounty fhould be 5s. 
i id. currency, for the Irifh quarter o f 40 ftone.

From thefe two tables o f examination, I can dif- 
cover not even any prudential reafons, why the limi­
tation for exporting Irifh corn fhould be lefs in pro­

portion

36 ilone of írifh wheat exported, at 48s. 
limitation —  —

Ç4 ftone of Irifh wheat 
Stones 40, or the )  exported at the fame

Irifh quarter. ) limitation to make 
L up the Irifh quarter 

Ey the difference in our currency and the 
Britifh, upon their limitation of 48s. 
upon 36 ftone —  —
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portion than the Englifh ; our quarter is clearly more, 
and therefore the limitation fhould be extended with 
as much reafon, as if  our quarter was double the Eng- 
1 fh.— Upon thefe principles, our limitation fhould 
extend to 2I. 1 2s. g\à. and the difference o f  the mo­
ney moft clearly raifes it to 2I. 16s. 9 id .

You have, Gentlemen, in your 10th refolution, 
propofed a much fmaller limitation ; and I took the 
liberty to exprefs my wifhes for its being higher when 
the fubjedl was before you ; in part, from the pre­
ceding reafons, and becaufe I do believe, fhould the 
law take place, that our hufbandry will be very little 
mended by that limitation.— Forty Jlone o f  wheat, for 
forty fhillings, is not a living, but a jiarving  price to 
the farmer.— W hen I fay this, I mean the kingdom 
at large, which I am convinced does not produce two 
and a half o f  our quarters per acre, upon the general 
average; o f  which, I think I have as good a right to 
form a tolerable judgm ent, as any man, becaufe I have 
opportunities o f  converfing, perhaps, with more ob- 

ferving  men in every province upon this fubject, than 
many others in the kingdom :— And upon the faireft 
calculation, I find the farmers expence in his prefent 
culture o f  wheat to be 5I. 7s. per acre *, independent 
o f  harveíting, threihing, and carrying to market.—  
H ow  then can it be imagined, that fo low a limitation 
as 40 s. can operate fo as to produce a general and 
fpirited cultivation?— L et any gentleman confider 
the laborious year o f  preparation for, and the tedious 
year o f  the growth o f  wheat ; that two years rent is 
to be paid, and all the labour, before this forty ftone 
can be obtained, and the many times it muft pafs 
through the hand, before this poor 40s. can be re­
ceived for that, which will give a dinner to 560 men!

*  See  my E x p e r im e n ts  for th e  year 1 7 6 5 ,  p a g e  55 ; and the 
reader w i l l  plcafe to o b fe r v e ,  that 1 m ean the plantation acre.

— I fnall
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— I ihall admit, that this limitation may have effeCts 
in particular places, where land happens to be kind 
and prolific ; but the kingdom at large I fear, will 
fcarcely feel the effect.

Although I think I have clearly fhewn, that to 
bring our limitation upon a par with England, that it 
fhould extend to 56 s. p i  d. yet I do not expert that ; 
but furely 52 fhillings feems to be reafonable, and 
rhen leaves 4 3. g i  d. fhort of the Englifh farmer.

Perhaps it may be objected, that fo high a limita­
tion would lie heavy upon the treafury ; but then, 
would not the nation thereby be enabled to fupport 
the treafury ? Should we not be doing it at the ex­
pence o f other nations, who fhould purchafe our corn, 
inftead of fupporting it as we now do, without this 
affiftance ; and as a tremendous mifchief, and eter­
nal drain to the nation, importing immenfe quantities 
o f corn, to the difccur agement of huibandry, deftruc- 
tion of population, and poverty of the kingdom.

But there is another way to leflen the treafury ex­
pence : lov/er the bounty to four Britiih (hillings per 
quarter, and fix the limitation at 52s.— When the 
merchant can have fuch a latitude for exporting, he 
will fearch the world for a market, and the demand 
will become regular ; that will invigorate cultivation, 
and the landholders will be eager for the inftruCtion 
which experience may offer to their imitation.

For fuch a meaíure, I would renounce every ma­
nufacture in the kingdom, except the linen.— And 
fhould then wifh to fee a compulfive law, that all the 
children in our charitable feminaries fhould be ap­
prenticed to farmers, inftead of being made city ma­
nufacturers and footmen.— Thus England would be 
benefited, we fhould foon become ân happy people,

agriculture



agriculture would flourifh, and population would in- 
creafe.

But keep the limitation low, and the farmer will 
remain in the fame uncertainty, inundations o f  corn 
will pour in upon us, and in proportion to that, the 
price will rile.— But extend the limitation, and our 
firft relief will be, the living upon bread made o f  Irifh 
corn, and our fécond, the importation o f  money, in- 
itead o f  corn.— Paradoxical as it may appear, yet 
there is nothing more certain, that in proportion as 
the limitation fhall be enlarged, fo will the price o f  
Irifh corn fink.— If the reader doubts this, only let 
him turn to the table in page 27, where he fees the 
price o f  corn in England progrejfively facing, in pro­
portion as the exportation increafed ; and that in the 
year 1750, corn was only 32s. 6d. although the ex­
portation ran higher than ever known before, fo that 
the bounty money came to 325405I. * tor that year.

Let gentlemen refleft a moment ; let the higher 
powers refled : in the year 1750, 32s. 6d. a quarter 
in England was confidered very low, and the im- 
menfe exportation gave it that value, or it m ud have
been lower.— N ow  let any man calculate the Irifh
quarter at that proportion-,'Irifh currency, and he

*  A s  this was  fo re m ark a b le  a year ,  I h a v e  pleafure  in h a v in g  
it in m y  po w e r  to lay the p a i t ic u la is  b e fo re  the curious reader.

i he  Species a n d  Q u a n t i t i e s  o f  C o r n  e x p o r te d  from fcngland

Q u a rte r* .  Ruihels. 
9 4 7 6 0 2  i
224.^00 7

33° 7<4 2
4 2 8 3  4

9 9 0 4 9  3
» ■ I ■ ■ ■ ““ “

1606190 1
Beans^and Pe afe  I h a v e  no a c c o u n t  of,  b ecau fe  they  re ceive  

no b o u n t y ,  w h i c h  1 w o n d e r  at.
W i l l
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will find it amount to 11. 19s id .— This furely proves 
40s. for our limitation to be too low.

Thefc are ftubborn fads, and I think, clearly 
fhew, that our limitation fhould be extended to Ç2S. 
currency. Upon what foundation it can be imagined 
that the Irifh farmer can cultivate wheat cheaper than 
the Englilh, I cannot conceive— His culture is not fo  
good, his land worfe, his manuring lefs, his produce 
•uajiiy inferior, his experience far Jhorter, and above 
all, his purfe empty. I hope thefe confiderationsjufti- 
fy my urging an higher limitation in point of price.

And might I rifk another opinion, it is, that I 
really think it would be for the intereft of England to 
give us a limitation, even fo high as 3I. as 1 am in­
clined to think, 1 could moft clearly demonftrate, 
but fuch an undertaking is incompatible with my 
prefent undertaking, abftra&ed from the danger of 
Hating new opinions, not concordant with the fafhi- 
on of the times ; and therefore prudence obliges me 
to fay no more upon that head, than that from fuch a 
mealure, I might cry out in the words o f the Pialm- 

—  “  The folds ihall be full of iheep : the val­
leys alfo fhall iland fo thick with corn, that thev 

‘ ‘ fhall laugh and fing.”

Some gentlemen have expreiTed a doubt, whether 
this meaiure can ever be ufeful to this kingdom even 
though we were in full poiTeffion o f  it, becaufe our 
corn is inferior to that o f other nations.— I (hall 
Rdmit that in general it is fo ; butas we are obliged 
b) law to fell our corn by weight, that circumftance 
brings th tproduce of flour pretty near upon an equali­
ty, between excellent corn, and that o f an inferior 
kind. And when the feafon fhall be againil our har-

veil
*  See my experiments for 17 66  page 14 and i c  — W h e re  I 

can.pare the quality o f  corn by every examination.

Size



veil being fâved dry, fo that the grain fhall be damp, 
we muil kiln dry our corn before it is fhipped. Thefe 
are certainly difadvantages to us ; and therefore, moil 
clearly fhew, that Ireland being let into a fhare o f  
this trade, can never be injurious to the expotation of 
England ; and as clearly prove, that upon the trifling 
quantity we can ever hope to export, when compared 
with the immenfity England exports, our profit muil 
be much lefs than that o f  the Englifh farmer.

I did intend to have laid before the reader, the 
number o f  cultivated acres which it would have re­
quired, to produce the corn imported into this king­
dom , during the two pail years; but as that is more 
a matter o f  curiofity, than immediate ufe to the pre- 
fent enquiry: and that I am afraid o f  fwelling this 
paper to an unreading lize, I omit to exhibit that ad­
ditional fpeilacle o f  our inattention, to the only four ce, 
which can afford happinefs and comfort, to this peo­
ple ; Agriculture. Some

S iz e  and  w e i g h t  o f  the  gra ins  under  t w o  methods  o f  cu l ture .  
O n e  ounce ad v e r d u p o i z e ,  fro m  broad - c a l l  h u ib a n d ry  G r a i n s  7 3 1  
O n e  ounce do.  fro m  dril l  h n i b a n d i y  -  -  G r a i n s  6 8 1

S u p e r i o r i t y  upon th e  d r i l led ,  upon equal ground, b y  G r a i n s  49 
T h e  la m e  c o rn  e x a m in e d  by w e i g h t  and meafure .

lb.  o z .

A  W i n c h e í l e r  bufhel  o f  the  d r i l le d ,  w e i g h e d  —  —  65 6
------- D i t t o  f r o m  the b r o a d - c a i t  w e i g h e d  —  —  6 3  4

S u p e r i o r i t y  o f  the  d r i l le d ,  u p o n  e qual  meafure  -----  2 2
H e r e  w e  lee,  th a t  as g o o d  c o i n  has been raifed in Ireland as 

the  L o n d o n  e x p o rte r  e x p e & s ,  and that in the c o m m o n  h uiban d ry ,  
the  lame c o r n  e x am in ed  as to the  p ro d u ce  ot f lour,  f ro m  equal 
w e i g h t s ,  7 0  pou n d s  o f  the d r i l le d ,  and 7 0  pounds from the 
c o m m o n  h u fb a n d ry ,  w e r e  g r o u n d ,  and the p r o d u c e  o f  f lour,  
b o th  fifted th r o u g h  the  fame fieve,  b u t  tr if l ing in f a v o u r  ot  the
d r i l le d .  ^  > #

T h i s  c le a r ly  dem onftrates ,  that a m eafurey co n ta in in g  20 l ion e  
o f  g o o d  c o r n ,  w o u l d  not conta in  the fame w e i g h t  ot  interior 
c o r n  ; b ut  at  e q u a l  w e i g h t s ,  w i l l  p r o d u c e  an e qual  q u a n t i t y  ot 
f lour,  w i t h  one  e x c e p t i o n . — M i l d e w e d  w h e a t  has b u t  l i t t l t  

f lour.

C 47 3



t 48 ]
Some people perhaps, meafuring my feelings by 

their own, may imagine that I am warmed by the 
fubjedt already fpoken to, becaufe I am a farmer ; 
and therefore, in their imaginations, I may be in- 
terefted in this event.— I abhor fuch illiberal fenti- 
roents, as much as I fhould difregard any one who re­
tains them. A t the fame time, I glory in the de­
claration, that 1 am interefted-, not "from felfiih mo­
tives, becaufe in the little ftream of my affairs, it 
makes no difference to me as an individual (for the 
ihort time I have to live) whether corn is this or that 
price.— No ! I am aduated by nobler principles— the 
comfort and happinefs o f a people, amongft whom, 
although a ftranger, I have the honour o f many very 
refpectable friends; and whofe friendfhip I fhall ever 
be ambitious to fhew my fenfe of, by honeil endea­
vours to fcrve the community at large.

Under the honor of your requeft, Gentlemen, thefe 
hints arc thrown together ; if they fhall contribute any 
thing towards the completion of fo great and defina­
ble a revolution in the affairs of Ireland; lean  only 
r: flu re you, that it will add to the happinefs I always 
feel in receiving your commands.

Iam  confcious* how feeble are my endeavours, to 
contribute all I wifh to do, for the improvement o f  
the kingdom ; and therefore, I can only ftrengthen 
them by offering up my prayers to heaven, for the 
fuccefs o f the mealure now in contemplation.

Aijd beg to conclude with aifuring you, from the

I am moft truly, 
your devoted,

and moil: obedient 
humble Servant,

J o h n  W y n n  E a k e r

F  I N I S .


