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R E P O R T ,  & c .

T h e  Committee appointed to coniîder o f  the M e­
thods pra&ifed in making Flour from Wheat, 
the Prices thereof, and how far it may be expe­
dient to put the fame again under the Regula­
tions o f an Affize ; and to report the fame,"with 
their Opinions thereupon, to the Houfe ; in 
Obedience to the Order o f  the Houfe, met on 
Friday the Third o f  this Month.

T H E Y  firft examined the Statute, intituled, 
“ /Wifa Pams et Cervifia,”  made in the 
Fifty-firft Year o f the Reign o f  Henry the 

T h ird  ; alfo the Ordinance for Bakers, made in the 
Tim es o f Henry the Third, Edward the Firft, or Ed­
ward the Second ; they did alfo examine the Allow­
ances heretofore made to the Bakers, according to 
the Price o f  the W heat, by the Aifize o f  the Fifty-firft 
o f  Henry the Third  ; by that in the Tim e o f  Edward 
the Firft ; by that made in the Tw elfth Year o f the 
Reign o f Henry the Seventh ; by that made in the 
Thirty-fourth Year o f the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; 
and laftly, by the Book o f  Ailize, published by Order 
o f  Council in the Year 1638, in which, for the firft 
T im e, the Aflize was calculated by the Pound A- 
voirdupoife and its Parts, as well as by the Pound 
T ro y .

And Your Committee do find, That the Charge of 
grinding and dreffing the W heat into Meal and Flour 
was always included within the Aiiize, while the A f­
fize of Bread was fet according to the Price o f  the 
W heat.
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They next examined the Statute, intituled, u An 
“  A ft  to regulate the Price and Aflize of Bread,” 
made in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Queen Anne ; 
and they find therein, that the Magiftrates and others 
authorized to fet an Ailize on Bread, were direfted by 
Law, for the firllTime, in fo fetting the Aflize, to have 
refpeft to the Price of the Meal and Flour, as well as 
to that of the Grain. Although the Aflize of the 
Bread, as fet in the Aflize Table, is calculated by a 
Price of the Bufhel of W heat; yet that fuppofed 
Price of the Bufhel of Wheat is a compounded Price, 
as collefted by having refpeft. to the Meal or Flour, 
as well as to the Grain, together with the Baker’s 
Allowance added thereto. From the Tim e that the 
Afli2e of the Bread was fet with refpeft to the Flour, 
the Miller and Meal man were no longer included 
within the Charges whereon the Aflize of Bread was 
calculated ; they were from thenceforth at Liberty to 
make what Sorts of Flour they fhould pleafe, and to 
affix thereunto what Price they thought proper : 
Whereas, while the Aflize had refpeft: to the Gram 
only, as from Tim e immemorial it always had, the 
Charges of grinding and dreffing were included in 
the Calculation of the feveral Operations of the mak­
ing of Bread from the Grain ; and thofe Articles do 
accordingly {land in the faid Calculations.

They find, from the Journals of the Houfe, That 
at the Time of making this Alteration, there were 
Petitions prefented to the Houfe, by the Bakers of 
London, by thofe of moil of the great Towns and 
Cities, and almoft from every Part of England ; fet­
ting forth, That the fetting the Ailize in this Manner 
muft be either impracticable, or a great Oppreinon 
to the Baker.— Several lnconveniencies did arife in 
Praftice ; and Your Committee find, That on the 
Second Day of March, in the Year i 3^, the Mailer 
and Wardens of the Company of Bakers in the City 
of London, in Behalf of themfelves and the reft .of
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the Bakers within the Bills o f  Mortality, did prefent 
n Petition to the Houfe, in which they fet forth and 
r.üfçre, That the Prices o f  the Wheat, from whence 
the Magiftrate did fet the Aiiize, and the Prices of 
the Flour which the Baker did ufe for the making; 
the ’V'. rral >orts o f Bread by the Law directed, did 
rot acree; and that the Allowance which the Afhze 
m -i.'ihem , was not proportioned to their Charge?, 
and the Coil o f  the Materials whereof their Bread 
was made.

And Your Committee find, on the 12th Day of 
the faid Month, T h at the Committee who were ap­
p o i n t  to confider o f  the faid Petition did report, 
“  T h a t the Pnitioaers had fully proved the Allega- 
“  tions o f their Petition -, and that the moil certain 
“  and moil equal Method of afcertaining the Price 
“  and Aflîze of Bread within the B 11s o f Mortality, 
“  with Juftice to the Public, as well as to the Bakers, 
“  will be, to fix the fame from the Price of fueh 
14 Flour whereof each Sort o f Bread is made, mak- 
“  ing a reafonable Allowance to the Bakeis for every 
“  Bufhel of Flour, proportionable to the ancient and 
“  cuftomary Allowance for every Bufhel of W heat.” 
T h is  Refolution v/as agreed to by the Houfe, and a 
Bill was ordered to be brought in ' for the better 
“  regulating and afceitaining the Price and Aihze 
“  of Bread in the City o f London, and Parts adja- 

cent ”  A Bill was according to the Order brought 
in, but wc do not find that the Houfe did proceed

1 J Here Y o u r  Committee beg Leave to obferve, That 
although t h e  Remedy, propofed by the Refolution ot 
that Committee, might have relieved the Cafe of the 
E t k  -. ■ yet, w h i l e  the Miller or Mealman was thus 
left t Liberty to make what Divilions and A.iort- 
ments i7 Flour he ihould pleafe, and to affix there­
unto what Price ihould to him, f r o m  Reafons ot his 
own, feem meet ; the Poor were ftill liable to be



grieved by 3 high Price or Affize of Bread, a!- 
tliough the Wheat was cheap ; becaufe, if the M i1* 
ler or the Meatman fhould affix a high Price upon 
his Flour, difproportionate to the Price of Wheat, 
and the Magiftrate fhould, in the letting the Affize, 
be confined to look to the Price of the Flour only, 
as the Refolmion propofed, the Bread might be rat­
ed at a high Price, although the Wheat did not re- 
quire iuch.
. Your Committee next inquired what the Law 
intituled, “  An Adt for the due making of Bread, 
‘ ‘ and to regulate the Price and Affize thereof, and’ 
t to punifh Perfons who fhall adulterate Meal Flour 

or bread,” paiTed in the Thirty-firfi: Year of the 
Keign of George the Second, did intend. This Law 
they find, iuppoles, That the Whole Flour of the 

heat is fo divided into T w o  Sorts, as that a 
VVheaten Bread, and an Houfehold Bread only, 
Ihould be made for common Sale: That the

c Leat« r LoaVCS were always 10 be Three Fourths 
of the W eight of the Houfehold Loaves of the fame
Price ; and that the Houfehold prized Loaves were
always to be Three Fourths of the Price of the
W  heaten Loaves of the fame Size. This Wheaten
Bread was iuppofed to be fomewhat finer than the
Wheaten intended by the Eighth of Queen Anne,
but not fo fine as the White Bread intended by that
A a .- - .T h e  Houfehold, alfo, was thus meant to
have been cf a better and more nutritious Quality
than that of Queen Anne ■ and the Bread was prized
and affized accordingly as fuch. The Price was
thus fixed on the Public ; but the A d ,  as to the
making the Bread intended, was never carried into
Execution. W e are not able to difcover that the
Flour was ever divided by the Miller or Mealman,
as the Law fuppofed when it fixed the Affize ; or
tnat any fuch was ever in the Market, bearing fuch
Proportions, either in its Quality or Price : On the

con-
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contrary, the Mealman appears to hare made it by 
what Divifions and of what Affortments he pleafed, 
and to have affixed thereunto, without Refpetl had 
to any juft Rule or Proportion, any Prices he pleaf- 
ed ; to that, while the Baker, (efpecially in London 
and the Parts adjacent) was obliged to make his 
Bread of fuch Sorts of Flour as he could purchafe^ 
or did afterwards himfelf mix the feveral Sorts as he 
found convenient, the Magiftrate, however he might 
fet the Affize, could not poflibly know what that 
Bread was which he fo affized or prized. _ _

Your Committee were confirmed in their Opinion 
on this Head, by infpefting and examining the Re- 
sifters of the Prices of W heat and Flour, as kept 
in the B ooks'of the Meal W eighers o f  the City of 
London, from September 1759  (when the A ft  for 
regulating the Aflize and Price of Bread firft came 
into Operation) to OOoèer 1773. T h e y  direded 
their Enquiry in order to afcertain the Faft W h e ­
ther there were, according to the Intent and Mean­
ing o f  the faid Act, in the Market, for common 
U fe and Confumption, T w o  Sorts of Flour, fuited 
to the making the T w o  Sorts o f  Bread only, as in­
tended by the faid A f t  ihould be made for Sale -, 
and whether the Prices o f  fuch Flour (if any fuch 
there were) bore any fixed Proportion, either to the 
W h eat, the Bread, or to e a c h  other fo as to iuit
the Prices and Aflize fixed by that A it .

Your Committee examined Joftpb How who 
has been a Meal W eigher from before that Pen- 
od • and alfo William Mar/ball, who has been a 
Meal W eigher for the laft Seven Y e a r s ,  to the 
M ode o f their colledting the Prices of the W b t ,  
and o f  the Flour i to the Truth  of thefe Regifters, 

1 . 0  the Sorts of Flour which are u M y  ,n 
the Market-, and do find. T h a t  as t o h e P n c e o t  
the W heat, they coUedl n from f e l l e r s  M a k  ^ 
Books, and check it by thofe ot the 3 y 'K ia m
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rrturn the Prices, with the Quantities fold, to the 
chief Magiftrate ; which Prices are thofe regiftered 
in the Books of their Office : That as to the Flour 
there were in the Year 1759, and have been ever 
itnce, Three Sorts always in the Market ; viz. 
Firfts, Seconds, and Thirds ; but that the Meal 
V^eighers never take Account of the Price or Sale 
of any other than the Firft Sort, which is improperly 
termed Houfehold, being faid to be intended for 
making the Wheaten Bread ; and that this is ge­
nerally returned and regiftered at One Price, not- 
withftarding the Price of Wheat varies very con­
siderably ; and this fineft Sortis.what always has 
been and-is chiefly iold in the Market for the "e- 
neral Confumpiion. ^

Your Committee next examined Mr. Pardo Allet
fa Meal man) and it appeared, That of late they ufu-
a.ly ma,<e up their Wheat to a Standard of 63 Pounds
to a Bulhel, by adding fuel: a Quantity over and
above the Meafure of the Buihel, as the Wheat in
Mcafure is beneath that W eigh t. yet we find, that
the Price ol the Flour per Sack, has varied from
the Price of the IV heat per Quarter, through all
1 reportions, from One to Eleven Shillings Diffe 
rence. •

f  8 í

lo u r  Committee wifhing to know whence this 
v ariation did arife, and whether the Mealman did 
o f late ufe a difterent Drefling or AlTortment—
1 hey did not receive any Information on that Head • 

they were however afterwards informed by the Maf- 
rer of tne Bakers Company, who is a Miller, that 
they now dieis the Houieholds through a Twenty 
fahi mg Cloth, and the Refidue through a Sixteen 
ihhling Cloth for Seconds; which Your Committee 
apprehend to be a coarfer Dreffing than ihould be 
lor the Wheaten Bread intended by the Aét efne- 
cuilly ; s it appears from the Report of the’ Com-

miflioners



mifíioners o f  the Victualling Office, dated June 10, 
1774, hereunto annexed (B), and herein after more 
particularly referred to, That a Dreiling through a 
One and T w en ty  Shilling Cloth, as therein de- 
fcribed, is the proper Drefling for the Whole Flour, 
in order to produce the Flour duly fuited to the 
Wheaten Bread. T h is  Miller, the Mailer o f the 
Bakers Company, further informed Your Commit­
tee, T h at he had, fince the palling of the Bread 
A£t o f laft Seflion, dreifed for the Bakers, as ufual, 
Houfeholds, Seconds, and Thirds.

Mr. Pardo Allet, alfo of the Bakers Company, 
who is a Mealman, informed Your Committee, T h at 
he ufed the. W ire Machine now applied to theDref- 
f in g o f  Flour, and that he drefled the Meal through 
the different Numbers, from N ° 58 to N° 62 for 
Houfholds, and the Refidue for Middlings through 
the different Numbers, from N° 46 to N° 56. In 
order to explain the Nature of this Evidence, we beg 
Leave to refer to Three Letters inierted in the A p ­
pendix (E. i , 2, 3,) from Mr. Miln of Manchefter, 
the Patentee Maker of W ire Machines for dreiîîng 
Flour, to Mr. Pelham, Secretary o f the Victualling 
Office, dated January the Firft, February the Second, 
and May the Fourth, 1774 : Alfo to the Manufactu­
rers Memorandum of feveral Bolting Cloths which arc 
m oil commonly ufed, defcribed by their Denomina­
tions, and by the Number of Threads which are in 
the W arp, and in the Shoot or W o o f, in an Inch 
Square; which is alfo inferted in the Appendix (F). 
Reference had to thofe, will inform the Houfe what 
the Sorts o f Dreifing are which the Evidence above 
defcribes, and will confirm (whatever Names the ie- 
veral Sorts o f Flour at different Tim es be called b\) 
the Evidence which we received from the Meal 
Weighers, That the fame AiTortments ot the Flour, 
v iz. Houfeholds, Seconds, and Thirds, are now in
the Market as have been heretofore, but that the

Sort
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Sort which is principally and in the main Quantity 
fold there, is the Houfholds ; which the Mode of 
Drelïing above defcribed provides for accordingly in 
the greateft Quantity.

Your Committee, in order to give the more cer­
tain Information to the Houfe, as to the Variations of 
the Difference between the Prices of the Flour per 
Sack of 280 Pounds, and the Prices of the Wheat 
per Quarter, have ext rafted from the Meal Weigh­
ers’ Books, and ilated the relative Proportions of 
thefe Prices between the Flour and the Wheat of the 
fame Time, as they were found to {land in diffe­
rent Periods, from September 1759 to 0 Bober 1773 ; 
and they have annexed the fame to this Report (D).

The Difference of Price between the Price of the 
Fack of Flour and the Price of the Quarter of 
Wheat, as they flood at the fame Time, appears to 
have varied from One Shilling to Eleven Shillings. 
When it appears that the Miller and Meal man’s 
Charges, for grinding and dreffing, have been always 
at or nearly the fame Rate per Quarter ; and that the 
Houfehold Flour has always been fuppofed to be o f 
(or nearly fo) the fame Finenefs, being intended for 
the fame Sort of Bread ; Your Committee are una­
ble to account for thefe Deviations of Proportion by 
any juft Rule of Charge and Profit-

Upon the Whole of this Point, Your Committee 
are not able to find that any fuch Divifion was ever 
made of the Whole Flour into T w o  Sorts only, fo 
as fpeciaHy fuited to make the T w o  Sorts of Bread 
only, namely, Wheaten and Houfehold, as the A ft  
o f the rhirty-firft of George the Second requires: 
nor that there were in the Market any Sorts, which, 
either in Proportion of Quality, Quantity, or Price, 
anfwered this intended Supply of fuch T w o Sorts of 
Bread ; nor that any Quantity of the Whole Flour 
of the Wheat, fuch as is direfted by the u A ft  for 
“  the better regulating the Aiiize and the due mak-

“  ing
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*  ing o f  Bread,”  the Standard Wheaten Bread 
fhould be made of, has been in the Market ; nor 
can they find that Mr. Jonathan Rogers, Mailer o f  
the Bakers Company, who is a Miller, and does not 
follow the Baking Trade, (although at the Com ­
mencement o f  the faid A i l  the Company did, as he 
informed Your Committee, by Advertifement, re­
commend it to the Trade to comply with the A & , if  
they could get the Flour) did ever drefs any Stan­
dard Wheaten Flour, except T w o  Sacks for a Trial, 
for Mr. IVyat, One o f the Wardens of the Compa­
ny : Nor that Mr. Pardo Allet, alfo a confiderable 
Member o f  the faid Bakers Company, who is a Meal- 
man, did ever drefs more than Three Sacks, which 
he informed us he dreifed for the Baker who took 
his Shop. On the contrary, Y ou r Committee find, 
T h a t the Mealmen go on to dreis and prize their 
Flour, without any Refpeót had to the Bread directed 
to be made either by the A  ft  o f  the Thirty-fir’ft o f 
George the Second,or to that o f the Thirteenth o f  His 
preient Majefty ; by which Modes much the greateft 
Fortion of the W hole Flour is conftantly thrown in­
to that AiTortment which is called Houfeholds, the 
Reft and Refidue being Middlings only, fuch as is 
chiefly ufed for Biicuit Stuff, as Mr. Pardo Allet in­
formed Your Committee ; and which Houfeholds 
are prized at a Rate which H alf only o f the W hole 
Flour fhould have borne ; while the fmall Refidue is 
again divided into further AiTortments, ilill more 
remote from anfwering the Regulations o f the Laws, 
as they diredt the feveral Sorts of Bread to be made.

In order precifely to ilate this Matter to the Houie, 
Your Committee next examined the Reports of the 
Commiilioners o f  the Victualling Office, made to the 
Commiflioners o f  the Admiralty, and dated May 
30th, June 10th and n t h ,  1774, a n d  which were 
referred to this Your Committee. Thefe Reports 
ftate the Iflue o f  fundry Experiments made by that

Board
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Board, as to the Practicability and proper Mode of 
drefling the Flour of Wheat, conformable to what 
the Laws for the due making of Bread require, and 
as to the Produce of fuch FÏour from Wheats of va­
rious Sorts — The Fads are fo clearly demonftrated 
by thofe Experiments, and the Accounts are fo 
diftinftly drawn up, that Your Committee cannot 
better point their Information to the Houfe, than by 
dire&ing it in a Reference to the Reports themfelves 
(A, B, C).

Your Committee however beg Leave to obferve, 
That the Proportion of the Average Quantity of the 
Whole Flour in Weight, produced (when dreiTed 
through a Bolting Cloth as therein defcribed, or 
through a \\ ire Machine as therein alfo defcribed) 
to the Average Weight of all Sorts together of 
Wheats, from 51 lb. p r Bufhel, to 61 lb. per Buihe!, 
is nearly Three Fourth Parts of the Average W eight 
of the Bufhel : That the Proportion of the Weight 
o f the Flour to the Weight of the Wheat, in Wheats 
under 57 lb. per Bufhel, is lefs than Three Fourths ; 
but that in Wheats above that Weight of 57 lb. per 
Buihel, the Proportion in Flour is Four Fifths and up­
wards.

Your Committee next examined Henry Pelham, Efq; 
(.Secretary to the Victualling Office) as to the Truth 
and Exa&nefs of the Accounts annexed to the faid 
Report, and inftituted on the Experiments made ; 
he acquainted Your Committee, that he had examin­
ed the fame, and that he found them right : He was 
then defired to give the Committee fuch Obfervati- 
ons as he had made relative to the Making o f Flour 
and Bread ; in Anfwer to which he referred to fundry 
Experiments inffcituted by him, and made under his 
Dire&ion, which are hereunto annexed (G) : He 
a.fo delivered in a Paper of Obfervations and States 
of Accounts on this Subject, as what would give to 
the Committee the beft Information that he was able 
to lay before them ; this was accordingly read, and is 
hereunto annexed (H). Y^ur



Your Committee beg Leave to obferve, from the 
Accounts ftated and referred to in the laid Reports and 
Papers, T h at although the Baker cannot afford to 
make, and has therefore never made, the real 
Wheaten and Houfehold Bread, as intended to be 
made by the A ft  of the 3 111 o f  George the Second, 
while he is obliged to buy his Flour o f  the Mealman, 
under the AtTórtment and at the Prices which the 
Trade in general make and charge ; nor the Standard 
Wheaten Bread as intended by the A ft  of the 13th 
o f  His prefent Majefty : Y e t  that if the Baker
either buys his own W heat, or that the Grinding and 
Drelling are fuch, and the Price fo charged as thofe 
A fts  fuppofe (which with full and ample Allowance 
to- the M  Her, Mealman, and B^iker they can be) 
the Baker is very fully enabled to make fuch feveral 
Sorts o f Bread as the L aw  requires, and to fell them 
at fuch Price as the Law  direfts, with a coniiderable 
Profit over and above the Allowance which the Law 
and the Magiftrate make him, according to the 
prefent Setting o f the Ailize on Bread—  Secondly, 
T h a t while the Mealman can obtain £. 1. 4J. %d. 
on the Grinding and D reding of a lo a d  or Five 
Quarters o f W heat, according to the general pre­
fent Mode o f  the Trade, he will never drefs or 
prize his Flour otherwife : W hile the Baker, buy­
ing his Flour of thofe Aflortments, and at thofe 
Prices, is to lofe on the Houfehold Bread of the 31ft 
o f  Georre the Second, T w enty  Shillings and One 
Penny o f the due Piofit which he ought to have on 
Sixty Peck Loaves of the fame ; and while in like 
Manner (if he is to buy his Flour as before) he 
is to lofe on the Standard Wheaten Bread o f  the
i « h  of His prefcnt Majefty, One Pound and a 
Penny F a r t h i n g  on One Hundred and T w en ty  Feck. 
Loaves, he never will of can make either the one 01

the other' Thirdly,
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Thirdly, That until the Mealman is obliged to 
drefs the Flour into fuch Sorts as are fuited to the 
Sorts of Bread which the Law intends fhould be 
made; that is to fay, into the Whole Flour, as it 
is defcribed in the A ft  for the better regulating the 
Allize, £s?r. pafled laft Seihons, for the Standard 
Wheaten Bread ; or by fo dividing the Whole Flour 
into T w o  Sorts only, as fhall be fuited to the Wheaten 
and Houfehold Bread, as directed by the ACt of the 
31ft of George the Second; and until fuch Whole 
Flour, and fuch Sorts of Flour, are fold at Prices 
proportioned to the Price of WTheat on one Hand, 
and to the Price o f Bread on the other ; all Regu­
lations refpefting Bread muft be nugatory ; all AlTize 
on Bread impracticable, or otherwife oppreffive to 
theFarmer on one Hand, or to the Baker on the other ; 
and in the End a Grievance to the poor Labourer, 
Mechanic, and Manufacturer.

Laftly, It appears to Your Committee, from the 
Reports of the Commiflîoners of the Victualling O f­
fice, that the Flour may eafily, and by lefs Labour 
than is ufed in the Modes ordinarily praftifed, be fo 
divided ; and that the Whole Flour may be made 
the Standard for the Regulations of an Affize of 
Flour, in Proportion to the Value of the Wheat ; 
and that the Sorts arifing from the Divifion of this 
Whole Flour into T w o equal Moieties, may be 
aifized in Proportion thereto, by fetting the Price of 
the Houfehold ("that is to fay, that Flour which is 
intended for the Houfehold Bread) One Eighth lefs 
than the Standard Wheaten, and the Wheaten Flour 
One Eighth more than the Standard Wheaten, and the 
Houfehold Flour One Fourth lefs than the Wheaten 
Flour ; fo as the Wheaten and Houfehold Flour to­
gether (hall make up the Price of the Standard 
Wheaten, or Whole Flour ; which Regulations will 
precifely fuit the Proportions that the Law hath pre- 
fcribed to the Allize of the feveral Sorts of Bread.

Your
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Your Committee next examined Thomas Farrer, 
Efquire, as to the T ru th  o f  fundry Experiments, 
and o f  Accounts inftituted thereon, which had been 
communicated by him, refpedting the Quantity o f 
Flour, and o f Bread, produced from different Sorts 
o f  W heat ; and he acquainted the Committee, 
T h at the Experiments had been made by his D i­
rection, and under his own Infpedtion ; and that 
the Accounts were right : Thefe Experiments and 
Accounts are alfo annexed to this Report (I).

One o f  the Members o f this Committee laid be­
fore your Committee, a Narrative o f the Proceed­
ings refpedting the carrying the Bread Adt o f laft 
Seflions into Execution in the County o f Devon, 
and in the City o f  Exeter ; alfo, o f  fundry Expe­
riments made at that T im e by himfelf, with T w o  
other Juftices, and others, refpedting the making o f  
Flour and Bread, as more particularly relating to the 
Operation o f the Provifions of the faid A ft ,  with 
his Obfervations thereupon ; which we have, for 
the further and fuller Information of the Houle, 
annexed to this Report (K), and to which we beg
Leave to refer.

D o d o r Charles Irwin having been defired to analyie 
Flour and Bread taken from different Parts in Lon­
don, in order to afcertain, as far as the fame could 
be done, whether there were any Adulterations o f  
the Flour, or any undue Mixtures, to be found in 
the common Bread o f  London, and what fuch were -, 
as alfo what were the Defeats ; as to him, from the 
Inftitution o f his Experiments, fhould appear ; lie 
attended Your Committee, and delivered in an A c­
count o f the Procefs o f fuch Experiments, as lie 
had made, and his Reafoning thereupon. As it ap­
pears to Y ou r Committee, that it is o f  Confequence 
to the Public, not only that they ihould be appriitd 
o f any Defeats which may appear, but alfo that any 
Prejudices as to the Exiftence o f  fuppofed Frauds,

[ i 5  ]
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if  fuch on Experiments fhould be found not to exift, 
fhould be removed, we have annexed this the Doc­
tor’s Account (L), and beg Leave to refer to it on 
this Head.

Finally, Your Committee came to the following 
Rel'olutions ; viz.

Refolved,
That it appears to this Committee, That until 

the Statute, intituled, “  Jjfifa Punis et Cervijùe 
made in the Fifty-firft Year o f the Reign of Henry 
the Third, was repealed, by an A ft, intituled, “  An 
“  A ft  to regulate the Price and Affize of Bread,’* 
paifed in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Queen 
Anne, the Charge of the Grinding and Dreffing the 
Corn into Meal , and Flour was included in the 
Affize which was fet upon Bread from the Price o f 
Wheat.

Refolved,
That it appears to this Committee, That the fet- 

ting any Aifize on Bread, and the fixing a Rate 
upon the Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit of 
the Baker, fo long as the Miller or Mealman is at 
Liberty to make what Sorts of Flour he fhall 
pleafe, and to affix thereunto what Prices he fhall 
in like Manner pleafe, for his Labour, Pains, Live­
lihood, and Profit, is either imprafticable, or muft 
be injurious to the Baker, or a great Burthen to the 
poor Labourer, Mechanic, and Manufafturer.

Refolved,
That it appears to this Committee, That the Evils 

arifing from there being no Reflraint, either with 
refpeft to the Sorts of Flour that are made, or to 
the Prices at which they are fold, may be remedied 
by fetting, fuch an Aiii2e upon Flour as fhall be 
lound juft and reafonable, with refpeft to the Ave­
rage Market Price of Wheat.

R e fo h e d y



Refolved,
T h at it appears to this Committee, That the 

W hole Flour o f  W heat is in general, as it hath 
always proved to be, in W eight nearly Three 
Fourth Parts o f  the W eight o f  the middling Grain.

Refolved,
T h a t it appears to this Committee, T h at, ac­

cording to the ancient Cuilom o f  the Land, every 
Twentieth Grain, or Five per Centum o f  the W eight 
o f  the Wheat, is full and fufficient T o ll  for the M il­
ler’s Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit.

Refolved,
T h at it appears to this Committee, T h at every 

Miller, if the Law does not at prefent oblige him 
fo to do, fhould, under certain Reftritilions, be ob­
liged to grind and drefs all fuch Wheat as fhall be 
brought to his Mill by any Perfon requiring the 
fame.

Refolved,
T h a t  it appears to this Committee, T h at Forty- 

two Pounds Avoirdupoife of the W hole Flour, 
when fold at the M ill, is equal in Value to the mid­
dling Price o f  a IVincheJler Buihel o f middling 
W heat at the fame Tim e.

Refolved,
T h at it appears to this Committee, T h a t the 

Magiftrate, Magiftrates, and others, who is and are 
by the Laws now in being authorized and impowered 
to fet the Ailize and fix the Price on Bread, fhould 
be authorized and impowered in like Manner to fet 
the Allize and fix the Price of Flour.

Refolved, <
T h at it appears to this Committee, That when 

the Magiftrates, who are by the 1 -aws now in being 
authorized lb to do, fhàll have prohibited any Biead 
purporting to be of a fuperior Quality, or fold at 
an higher Price than the Standard Wheaten Bread, 
from " being made for Sale, they be impowered m

[ 17 ]
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like Manner to prohibit, if they think proper, any 
Flour purporting to be of a fuperior Quality, and 
lold at an higher Price, than the Whole Flour o f 
Wheat, from being made for Sale, or fold, exccpc 
for the Purpofes of making fuehfmall Bread as may 
then be allowed (by Licence under the Hand and 
Seal of fuch Magiftrate) or for the Purpofes of Paf- 
try and Conie&ionary.

Refohed,
That it appears to this Committee, That the faid 

Magiflrates fhall, in order to enforce the Regulations 
made refpeiting the Standard Wheaten Bread, be 
empowered to order, if they think proper, that no 
Miller or Mealman (hall ufe, during the Continuance 
o f ftich their Order, any Bolting Cloth finer than herein 
defcribed ; that is to fay, A  Cloth Six Feet in 
Length, and Six Feet Seven Inches in Breadth at 
the Head, and Six Feet Broad at the Tail, com- 
pofed o f Woollen Yarn, and weighing One Pound 
when new, having Thirty-two Threads to an Inch 
in the Warp, and Twenty-eight Threads to an 
Inch in the Shu te, and what is at prefen t known 
and commonly called a Thirteen Shilling Cloth : 
Nor any finer Wire Sieve, or Machine, than that 
which conflits of Forty-two Wires to an Inch both 
Ways, and the Weight of Six Inches fquare o f which 
is One Ounce and One Dram.

A P P E N
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A P P E N D I X .
A .

Viótualling-Office, 30th May> 1774.
S I R ,

I N  your Letter o f the 8 th o f March laft, you 
were pleafed to tianfmit us a Letter from Mr. 
Cooper, one o f the Secretaries o f  the Treafury, to the 

R ight Honourable the Lords Commiflioners o f  the 
Admiralty, inclofing a Memorandum from Gov. Pow- 
Wtf/,requefting that fome Experiments might be made 
at this Office relating to die DreiTing o f Meal, and fig- 
nifying the Defire o f  the Right Honourable the Lords 
Commiilioners o f  his Majefty’s Treafury, that E x ­
periments might be made accordingly : A nd the
Directions of the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
miffioners o f the Admiralty having been fignified to 
us by your faid Letter, to caufe Experiments to be 
made agreeable to the Governor’s Requeft, and to 
report to their Lordfhips the Refult thereof ;

W e  pray Leave to acquaint you, for the Infor­
mation o f their Lordfhips, that the Governor’s Re- 
queft conflits of the following Heads ; viz.

\Jl, T o  afcertain, when the Whole Meal of 
W heat is intended to be fo drefled, as that the 
IVbole Flour may be feparated from the Bran, or 
H ull, by whatever Names they may be called* 
what that Bolting Cloth is, w'hich will beft and 
neareft perform that Operation.

2dly, T o  afcertain, when the faid W hole Flour 
o f  the Wheat is intended to be fo divided, as that 
One H alf only, containing the fineil Parts, may 
be feparated, leaving behind the other Half, con-

B 2 tain^



taining the coarfer Parts, what Bolting Cloth will 
belt and neareft perform that Operation.

3dly, That T w o  Wire Machines might be or­
dered to be made ; which would perform the faid 
Operations.

4thly, That in afcertaining the Bolting Cloths, 
the Weight of them be marked, when new, either 
by the Yard fquare, or the Price of given Dimen­
sions, and what Number of Threads are contained 
in an Inch fquare, both in Warp and Shute.

çtbly, That the Wire o f which the Bolting Ma­
chines fhall be made, be defcribed, and how many 
Wires there are both Ways, in an Inch fquare, as 
fixed and numbered by the Maker.

6tbly, That in making the faid Experiments of 
Separating the Whole Flour from the Hull, the En­
quiry be inftituted on Wheats of all Weights Sepa­
rately, both of new and old Wheats, and upon fuch 
a Mixture jointly, as might form an Average for 
the Whole; marking the Weight of the Wheat, 
the WTafte in grinding and drefllng, and the Weight 
of the Whole Flour ; and the Weight of the Bran, 
and the Hull, and the Wreight of the Whole Flour, 
from a Buihel of Wheat of all the Sorts Separately, 
and of the Whole jointly.

In order to comply therewith, we ordered Seven 
Parcels of Five Quarters of Wheat each, o f the 
Growth of the lait Year, and of the following Weights, 
to be bought ; viz.

Pound?.
Five Quarters of 52 per Bufhel.'
Five Quarters of 53 per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 55 per Ditto.
Five Quarters ot 57 per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 59 per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 61 per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 62 per Ditto.

In

[ 20 ]



In Purfuance o f  which, our Officers purchafed 
Seven Parcels o f  Wheat of Five Quarters each, of 
the Growth o f the laft Year, as near the above 
W eights as they could meet with ; viz.

Pounds oz. dr.
Five Quarters of 51 14 9 p*r Bufhel.
Five Quarters of 53 3 o —  per Ditto.
Five Quarters o f 55 o  6 per Ditto.
Five Quarters o f  56 15 1 2 Ü  per Ditto.
Five Quarters o f  59 o 8 — per Ditto.
Five Quarters o f 60 10 4 -|4- pf*  Ditto.
Five Quarters o f 61 9 14 per Ditto.

And the Account (N° 1) enclofed, fhews the 
W aite  in grinding of each Parcel ; alfo the W eight 
o f  the Flour o f the Whole Wheat produced there­
from, drefled through a Thirteen Shilling Bolting 
Cloth ; alfo o f  the Bran, and how much the faid 
Flour turns out from a Bufhel o f  W heat from each 
Parcel; alfo the W eight of Bran from Ditto: And 
how much the fa\d Hour and Bran comes out from 
a Bufhel o f  W heat, upon an Average o f the Seven 
Parcels. And w ë are to obferve, that there doth 
not appear to us to be any Bolting Cloth that will, 
at One Drefling, clear the Bran and Pollard fo tho­
roughly from the Flour, but what fome very 
fmall Portion of the fined: Part o f the Pollard will 
remain therein; unlefs the Bolting Cloth be fo fine 
as to give Room for a great deal of the Flour to 
pafs o ff with the Bran. But we apprehend that a 
Thirteen Shilling Cloth will, at One Drefling, clear 
the Meal from the Bran and Pollard fo nearly, as to 
produce what may be very well deemed the: W  hole 
Flour o f the W heat, or Standard Wheaten Flour.

Governor Pownal having, fince his Memorandum 
before mentioned, fignified lus Defire that Experi­
ments on Three or Four Parcels o f fucli w  heat as
is moft common in Market for Bread, might be

made
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made through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, we made 
Enquiry concerning thofe Sorts, and ordered our 
Officers to buy,

Pounds.

Five Quarters of Wheat of 58 /w  Bufhel.
Five Quarters of Ditto of 59 per Ditto.
Five Quarters of Ditto of bo per Ditto.
Five Quarters of Ditto of 61 per Ditto.

And to caufe Half the Meal that fhotild be pro­
duced therefrom to be dreiTed through a Fourteen 
Shilling Cloth, and the other Half through a T h ir­
teen Shilling Cloth. In Purfuance of which they 
purchaled the following Parcels, being as near the 
Weights directed as could be met with ; viz.

Pounds oz. dr.
Five Quarters of 58 1 9 |4  per Bufhel.
Five Quarters of 58 15 14 ^  per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 59 13 9 per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 61 o o —  per Ditto.

And having drefled Half the Meal arifing there­
from, through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, and the 
other Half through a Thirteen Shilling Cloth, the 
Account enclofed (N° 2) fhews the Weight of 
Flour and Bran produced at One Dreffing through 
a Fourteen Shilling Cloth ; and the Account (N° 3) 
the Weight of Flour and Bran, produced at one 
Dreffing through the Thirteen Shilling Cloth : So 
that by comparing thofe Accounts, the different 
Produce arifing from dreffing with the faid Cloths, 
will appear in the cleareft Manner.

And with refpeót to the Defcription of the faid 
Cloths, they are each o f  them Six Feet in Length, 
and Six Feet Seven Inches in Breadth at the Head, 
and Six Feet broad at the Tail, and are compofed 
of Woollen Yarn, and weigh One Pound each when 
new. And the Thirteen Shilling Cloth conrifts of

Tnirty-



Thirty-two Threads to an Inch in the W arp, and 
o f  Twenty-eight to an Inch in the Shute. And the 
Fourteen Shilling Cloth conflits o f  Forty Threads 
to an Inch in the W arp, and Thirty-fix to an Inch
in the Shute. )

And with regard to that Part o f the Governor s 
Memorandum which defircs that it may be afcertain- 
ed what Sort o f Bolting Cloth will, at One Opera­
tion, feparate the fineit Half o f  the Flour from the 
coarfer H a lf ;  w e  beg Leave to obferve, that we do 
not believe, from the Trials which have been made, 
that any One Sort o f Bolting Cloth will perform that 
Operation : But we have Room to think that the 
End may be obtained by dreffing through T w o  dif­
ferent Cloths; and our Officers are under Orders 
to try how far this may fucceed, and we ihall 
very ihortly make a Report thereof to their Lord-

^ V e  befpoke, and have very lately received T w o  
W ire  Machines for dreffing of Flour, from the 
Patentee at Manchefter -, One o f  which is intended 
to try whether the W hole Flour o f the Wheat can 
be feparated at One Operation, and the other to a - 
certain, whether at One Operation, the finer Halt 
of the Flour can be feparated from the coarfer Halt ; 
and we have ordered them to be forthwith fet up 
at His Majefty’s Mills, and Trials to be made how 
they will anfwer : which we fhall report to their
Lordfhips as foon as poffible.

W e  beg Leave, laffcly, to obferve, T h at Gover­
nor Powtuil, in his Memorandum, defired that the 
Experiments mentioned therein might be m a d e  both 
fiom new and old Wheats ; but as we were inform­
ed, upon Enquiry, that there was then very little, 
i f  any, Difference between the W heats ot the 
Growth o f the laft Year, and thofe which were 
older and that it would be very difficult to meet
w ith 'the latter of the different W eights that were

judged
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judged expedient to be made Trial of, we thought 
it the moft certain W ay to make Ufe of the Wheats 
of the Growth of the laft Year for the feveral E x­
periments, and gave Directions therein accordingly ; 
but if the Governor ihould think it material to have 
any older Wheats made Trial of, we fhall endea­
vour to procure fuch as he may point out for that 
Purpofe. W e herewith return Mr. Cooper's Letter, 
and Governor Pownal's Memorandum which accom­
panied the fame ; and are,

S I R,

Your moil: humble Servants,

Ja‘ IVallace, Rob1 Pett, Jonas Hanwayy
Tbo* Colby, A . Chorley.

Philip Stephens, Efquire,
Secretary of the Admiralty,

N° r. A n
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B.

Copy of a Letter from the Commiflioners for 
vi&ualling His Majefty’s Navy, to Philip 
Stephens, Efquire, Secretary of the Admiralty, 

dated 10th June, 1774.

IN our Letter of the 30th of laft Month, we ac­
quainted you, for the Information of the Right 

Honourable the Lords Commiflioners of the Admi­
ralty, that we did not believe, from the Trials which 
had been then made, that any One Sort of Bolting 
Cloth would, at One Operation, feparate the fineft 
Half of the Flour from the coarfer Half ; but that 
we hr.d Room to think the End might be obtained by 
drefling through T w o different Cloths. And from 
the Trials that have been made fince, it appears, that 
a Thirteen Shilling Cloth and a Twenty one Shilling 
Cloth, by being made Ufe of in the Manner defcribed 
in the inclofed Account (N ü. 1) will come as near 
the Matter as can be reasonably expeóted.

W e funher acquainted you, that we had received 
T w o  Wire Bolting Machines from Manchejler, for 
drefling of Flour; One of them calculated to take 
out the Whole Flour of the Wheat at One Opera­
tion ; and the other for feparating, at One Operation, 
the fim-r Half of the Flour ficm the coarfer H alf: 
And Trial having been firxe made of the faid Ma- 
chines, it appears by the enclofrd Account (N°. 2) 
that the Machine which was marked (A), and calcu­
lated to ftparate the Whole Flour of the Wheat at 
One Operation, produces Flour, in Quantity and 
Quality as nearly equal as can be reafonably expect­
ed, to the Flour drefled through a Thirteen Shilling 
Cloth ; and therefore we apprehend will anfwer the 
Purpofe intended. The Defcription of the Wire 
\\ ork of this Macnine, is upon the faid Account, 
(N ü. 2).

Eut



Bat with refpeót to the other Machine, which was 
defigned to feparate, at one Operation, the finer 
H alf o f  the Flour from the coarfer H alf ; we find 
upon T ria l, that it will not anfwer that End, without 
undergoing fome Alteration.

[ 29 ]

N °. i .
A n  A C C O U N T ,  fhewing what Bolting Cloths will, 

on dreiling o f  Flour, divide the fame into the finer 
H alf for Wheaten Bread, ánd the coarfer Half for 
Houfehold Bread ; fo far as Experiments have been 
m ade; viz. _________

Flour from 5 
Qrs. o f  W heat, 
weighing 59 lb. 
I 2 0 Z . and 6  dr.

dreíTed thro’ 
a 13 Shilling 
Cloth, amount­
ed to

Pounds.

h 956

oz. dr

8

Flour, 1,956 Pounds 8 Ounces, 
which was dreifed thro’ a 13 S h i l ­
ling Cloth ; bei-igdrefled again thro’ 
a 2 1 Shilling Cloth, with a Partition 
placed in the Bolting Mill, at 3 Feet
7 Inches on a Medium from the 
Head of the faid Mill, produced,

In the Upper 
Divifion.

Fineil Flour.

Pounds.

959

oz. dr.

In the Lower 
Divifion.

Coarfer Flour.

Pounds. oz. dr.

99 2 ■— —

N . B. T h e  above Dreilings divide the wnule Flour 
o f the W heat, H alf into the finer Sort, and Had 
into the coarfer Sort, within 33 Pounds, out of x,950
Pounds & Ounces. .

M • 2. An
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c.
Copy o f  a Letter from the Commiflioners for 

victualling His M ajefty’s Navy, to P bil’p  
Stephens, Efquire, Secretary o f the Admi­
ralty, dated 11th June, 1774.

IN  addition to our Letter o f  Yc-fterday’s D a t e ,  r e ­

lating to the Experiments o f drelling o f Flour, 
we pray Leave to acquaint you, for the Information 

o f  the Right Honourable the Lords Commiilioners 
o f  the Admiralty, that a Tw enty-one Shilling Bolt­
ing Cloth is Six Feet in Length, and Six Feet Seven 
Inches in Breadth at the Head, and Six Feet broad at 
the T ail ; and is compofed o f  Woollen Yarn ; and 
weighs One Pound when new ; and confifts o f  Sixry- 
four Threads to an Inch in the W arp, and of Fifty- 
two Threads to an Inch in the Shute.

D .

T h e  Average Price o f W heat at the Corn Exchange, 
per Quarter, with the Price o f  Flour.

1759. l - s . d .

FR O M  September 3d, *
to September io th  i 8 i£  per Quarter 

N ew  W heaten Flour ibid
for i 8 o  per Sack

Old D° 1 7 0
From September ioth to

September 17 th 1 8 0  per Quarter
Wheaten Flour fold for 1 7 0  per Sack
From September 17th to

September 24th J 7 41 Per Q ü art:er
W heaten Flour fold for 1 6 0  per Sack

* /73’ Fi'onci



1773. £. s. d.
From 4th October to 6th

October 2 107? per Quartef
Flour (New) 2 7 0  per Sack
D u (Old) 2 8 o
From 6th Oftober to 1 ith

Ofiober 2 7 7 i  ^ Q u a r t e r
Flour (New) 2 7 0  per Sack
D° (Old) 2 8 o
From 1 ith 0 Bober to 13th

Oclober 2 9 11 per Quarter
Flour (New) £ . 2 6 0  and 2 7 0  per Sack 
D° (Old;  ̂ 2 8 o

The Report lets forth a long Account of the Ave­
rage Fnce of Wheat and Flour, in the like Manner, 
from 1759 to and for 1773, and generally the Quar­
ter of Wheat exceeds the Sack of Flour by 2 or 3 
Shillings, very feldom under.

E. N° i .
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ai;'ne of Mancbefier.

Mancbejler, ift 'January  ̂ 1774.
S I R ,

Few Days ago I lent directed to you ; viz.

C 32 1

A
Wire Work, } 

2 Ditto —
2 Dirto —
2 Ditto —
2 D i t t o  —

2 Ditto —
2 D ;tto —
2 D^tto —
2 Ditto —

s. L s.

N° 60, at 15 per i 10 0
N° 58, at 15 per I 10 0
N
N°

54, at 15 per i 10 0
48, at io  per i 0 0

N° at 7 0 !4 0
N° 35, at 7 per 0 H 0
N°

■V t  r 3°, at 5 per 0 10 0
N

V  1 O
24, ar 26 d. per 0 5 0

N 12, at Z 6«. per 0 5 0

7 18 0
A . Ui-

/



A  Divifion is in Length, juft right to reach round 
a Machine, and in Breadth fufficient to reach between 
one Wood Circle and another ; but we generally 
make the Wire W o rk  2 Divifions broad. Our com­
mon Flour Machines (of which I think we make 
T w en ty  Tim es as many as any other Sort) are in­
tended to drefs Fine Flour, 2ds, and ^ds, and di­
vided the Pollard at One Operation : T h e y  are about
6 Feet long, and have 15 Divifions o f W ire W ork  
in them, which are o f  the following Sorts ; viz.

4 o f the T o p  Divifions, are N° 54.
4 next —  N° 58, or 60.
3 D ° • —  N ° 30, or 35.
2 D° for fine Pollard N° 24.
2 D ° for coarfe Pollard N° 12.
And thefe Machines for dreffing Bilket Stuff, are 

compofed o f W ire W ork  as follows :
4 Divifions at T o p  —  N° 35.
7 Ditto —  —  N° 42.
4 Ditto —  N° 24.
Y o u  have both o f thefe Sorts o f  Machines in Ufe 

at your Mills at Redhoufe and Rotherbithe, on which 
Account 1 thought it would be beft to fend you per­
fect Divifions as above ; and when you have tried 
the neceffary Experiments with them, they will do 
to repair thofe Machines with. Y ou  defire to know 
how many W ires there are in an Inch long and an 
Inch broad in every Sort o f W ire W ork : W ith 
regard to that, every Number detcribes itfelf ; for 
Inftance, N° óo, hath 60 Wires in an Inch, both 
Length and Breadth ; and fo o f all the reft.

I f  you want any further Inilrudtions, you may 
freely command,

>S I R,
Your moil obedient Servant,

Jn° Milne.

Copy- , „  ,
Hen. Pelham.

C  E. N °  2.

C 33 3
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E. N° 2i

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Milne, of Manchefler, 
to Mr. Pelham of the Vidtualling Office, dated

O U R  Favour of the 27th lies before me, by
which I obferve you have received the Wire 

W ork, &c. You defire to know what N ° of Wire 
W ork is proper, to take out of any given Quantity 
o f  Flour, about Half of the fineft Sort, for Wheat- 
en Bread, the other Half to make Household Bread. 
I think 4 Divifions (N° 54) at the top of a Ma­
chine, will take out, in a general W ay, about 
H alf the Quantity of Flour for fine ; yet I think it 
would be well to have 2 Divifions (N° 58 ) below 
thefe, becaufe fome Meal drefies better than others, 
and when it has been ground Ten Days or a Fort­
night, it drefles better than when it is newly ground ; 
and to drefs the other Half of the Flour at the fame 
Operation for Houfehold Bread, the Wire Work 
fhould be N° 42 ; but by Means of a moveable 
Partition, under th  ̂Machine, (which I always recom­
mend, fee the Plan of the Machine) you may take 
T w o of the firil Divifions, or Three or Four, or what 
you p!eate,and confequently have exactly what Quan­
tity or Qunlitx you will. The greateft Part of the Ma­
chines which 1 make for fine Flour, for all Parts of 
England, Ireland, & c. are of N° 54 and 58 : and N° 
60 is quite fine enough for Hertfordjhire Whites. 
I think I mentioned before, that the Number of 
Wires in length and Breadth, are always equal to 
the N° called. If you pleafe, I will make any 
Machines in any particular Manner you choofe ;

the 2d o f  February, 1774.

S I R,

and



and if  you want any other Directions, in any R e£  
p e d  whatfoever, you may freely command,

S 1 R ,
Your m oil obedient,

humble Servant,
/«o Milne.

P . I f  you let Mr. Cooper have the Wire 
W ork, it will be very right.

Copy.
Hen. Pelham.

[ 35 1

E. N° 3.

Manchejler, the 4th ikfcjy, 1774.
T h e  honourable Commiilioners

Bought o f Milne, Robin/on and Place,

a Flour Machines and Packing Cafes,
at 13 each —  26 o 9

Gentlemen,

T O  your Order we have fent as above, which 
believe will anfwer the Purpofe you defire 

them.— T h e  Machine you defire, to drefs at One 
Operation all the Flour, free from Bran and Pollard, 
is made o f One Sort o f  Wire W ork (N° 42) ; that 
is, there are 42 Wires in an Inch, and the Holes 
both in Length and Breadth are geometrical Squares ; 
and the W eight o f Six Inches fquare o f  this \\ ire 
W o rk  is One Ounce and One Dram. ' T h e  other 
Machine you deiire, to drefs T w o  Sorts o f  Flour* 
is compofèd o f W ire W ork as follows ; viz. 6 D i­
vifions (N° 54) and 9 Divifions ( N g 42) ; the W eight 
o f  Six Inches fquare of the fineil (N° 54' is ju it  One 
Ounce, and the Holes are geometrical Squares ; the 
other (N ° 42) you have an Account o f  the W eight, 
& c  above, it being the fame Fincnefs o f W  ire W ork

C  2



the other Machine is compofed of. This laft M a­
chine will, we believe, drefs One Half of the 
Flour fine, and clear the other from the Bran and
Pollard.

In order that you may diftinguilh one Machine 
from the other, that Machine which is compofed 
of one Sort of Wire W ork is marked (A.), and 
the other (B)

Extraft.
Hen. Pelham.

C 36 ]

F.

M E M O R A N D U M .

A Defcription of the feveral Bolting Cloths moil 
commonly ufed, from an Account of Mr. 
pPAliam Mathers, Bolting Cloth Weaver, at gueen- 

hithe, viz.
Cloth 64 Threads to the Inch, in the WTarp.21 s.

18 s. —

1 6 s. —

14 s. —

13 s.

8 s. —

52 Ditto 
52 Ditto 
44 Ditto 
44 Ditto 
40 Ditto 
40 Ditto 
36 Ditto 
32 Ditto 
28 Ditto
17 Ditto 
16 Ditto

Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto,

n the Shute. 
n the Warp, 
n the Shute. 
n the Warp, 
n the Shute. 
n the Warp, 
n the Shute. 
n the Warp, 
n the Shute. 
n the Warp, 
n the Shute.

Henry Pelham.

G, E X P E -



G.

E X P E R I M E N T S  on the Produce o f W heat
in Flour, Bran, ÜV.

i j 7 b , N o v . 2 S .

lb.
N E  Quarter o f  new W h eat, o f  59^ lb.

[ 37 3

pfr Buihel -  474
Produced Meal - 468
W atte in Grinding - 6

Meal as above - 468
Drefled through a Thirteen Shilling Cloth, produced

lb.
Flour - 374
Bran - 92
W afte  in Drefling

T h is  Flour therefore comes out at the Rate o f 
46 lb. 1 2 oz. per Buihel.

lb.

T w o  Quarters o f  new W heat, at 57^ t er
Buihel - 924

Pioducíd Meal - ~ 9° 9y
W afte  in Grinding - - i 4t

M eal as above - - “
Dreffed through a Thirteen Shilling Cloth, produced

Flour - 7°^
Bran - 196^
W afte in Drefling 5t

This



T h  is Flour comes out at the Rate of 44 lb. 4 oz. 
1er BufheL

[ 38 ]

ï 773» Nov. 29.
lb.

One Quarter of new Wheat, at 60 lb. per
Buihel - 480

Produced Meal - - 476
Wafte in Grinding - 4

Meal as above - - - 476

DfefiTed through a Thirteen Shilling Cloth, produced
lb.

Flour - 383
Bran - 
Wafte in Dreffing 1

T h e  above comes out at 47 lb. 14 oz. per Bufhel.

A B S T R A C T  of Four Quarters of Wheat 
ground, and then drefled througha Thirteen 
Shilling Cloth. \

lb.
£rom One Quarter, of 59 lb. per Buihel 3744

T w o Quarters, of 57^ lb. Ditto 708
One Quarter, of 60 lb. Ditto 583

I 4 6 5 i
Which is at the Rate of 45 lb. 120Z. 12 dr. per 

Buihel, at an Average.

A B
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A B S T R A C T  o f the Bran produced from the above
Wheat.

lb.
From  O re  Quarter o f  W heat, at 59 lb. per

Buihcl 92
T w o  Quarters at 5 7 -  lb. Ditto 196
One Quarter at 60 lb. Ditto 92

n t : ' /  ; 3 8 0
W hich  is at the Rate o f  n ib .  11 oz. 14  dr .per 

Bufhel, at an Average.
T h e  146511b. o f  Flour produced as above, upon 

being dreifed again together through,
lb. Prices of the Cloths.

Produced Houfeholds 1003 - 21 s.
Seconds 14.4? “ 18
Thirds 70 - *6
Middlings 212 /  -  l 3
Pollard 30

1 4 5 9 *
W aite  in Dreffing 6

I 4 6 5 t

T h e  above Sorts o f Flour taken all together, and 
including the Pollard, produced at the Rate of 45 lb.
9 oz. 4 dr. per Bufhel o f Wheat.

A n d  without the Pollard, att he R a t e o f  44 
120Z. 10 dr. per Bufhel. A

Pounds.

W h eat, One Quarter, of 61 lb. per Buíhel 488  ̂
Produced Meal - - 4 ° 3*

Lofs in Grinding 4t

Meal
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Pounds.
Meal from the above Quarter of Wheat 483Í 

Which, being dreilrd through a Fourteen Shil­
ling Cloth, produced,

Flour - - 388
Bran - 9£

---------  48 i i

Lofs in Drefling - 2~

388 lb. of Flour come out at the Rate of 48 lb.
8 oz. from a Buihel of Wheat.

N . B. Lait Year’s Wheat.

Pounds.
Wheat, One Quarter, of 57 lb. per Bufliel 456
Produced Meal - .

Lofs in Grinding ,  3^

Pounds.
Meal from the above Quarter of Wheat 452^
1 _ Which, being dreflèd through a Fourteen Shil­
ling Cloth, produced,

Ç our - - 353Ï
Bran - gs*.

----------------------------------  4 5 0 4 -

Lofs in Dreffing - 2±

3531-lb. of Flour come out at the Rate of 44 lb.
3 oz. 8 dr. from a Buihel of Wheat.

N. B. Lait Year’s Wheat.

A  B-
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A B S T R A C T  o f the Quantity of Flour pro­
duced from the T w o  Quarters o f Wheat before- 
mentioned, dreifed through a Fourteen Shilling 
Cloth.

Pounds.
From  One Quarter o f  W heat, o f 61 lb. per

Buihel . . .  388
One Quarter o f  Ditto, o f 57 lb. per

Ditto -  - 353t

Total - - 74I t

T h e  above Flour comes out at the Rate of 46 lb.
5 oz. from a Buihel of Wheat.

T h e  Bran from the above W heat was

Pounds.
F r o m  the Quarter o f 61 lb. to the Buihei - 93Ÿ
From the Quarter of 57 lb. to Ditto -  96^

Total - -  190Í

W hich  is at the Rate of 11 lb. 14 oz. o f  Bran 
from a Bufhel o f  Wheat.

T h e  741-r lb- of Flotsr, which were produced 
from drefling through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, 
upon being drefi'ed again, produced the following 
Particulars; viz.

Houfe
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Houfeholds, or fineft Flour s ° ° i2 A 1
i i 8 i g
35 16
6 4  1 4

* 7 t

lb. Prices of Cloths.
°°T  2 1 s.

Seconds
Thirds
Middlings
Pollard

Lofs in Dreffing

74 ' t

The above Sorts of Flour, including the Pollard, 
come out at 451b. 15 oz. 8 dr. from a Euihel of

And exclufive of Pollard, at 44 Jb. 120Z. 8 dr 
from Ditto.

The aforegoing Account of Experiments of
the Dreiling of Flour, was fent by me to .
Governor Pownall, and is a true Copy of
the Account which I have o f thofe Experi­
ments.

O B S E R  V A T I  O N S  relating to B R E A D

Wheat.

Memorandum.

Hen. Pelham.

H.

and F L O U R .

even



«Yen of the greatefl and moil; opuler.t People in this 
Kingdom , and that the poorer Sort o f  our Fellow 
Sub|efts do, at all T im es, derive the greateft Part 
o f their Subfiftence from it.
. Our Lawgivers were fo well apprifed of this, that 

from the moft early T im es, they took Care to as­
certain and make known to the People, by Means 
of the T ables of Affize, the Quantity of Bread 
they had a Right to expect from the Bakers, accord­
ing to the governing Market Prices of W heat : 
A nd  they alfo very humanely ordained, that Bread 
o f different Prices lhonld be made from this Grain, 
in order that the Poor might be able to procure a 
fufficient Quantity o f it, for the Support of them- 
felves and their Families, at a lefs Price than the rich.

A nd whoever conliders this Matter with Attenti­
on, muft loon perceive, that there is nothing which 
more nearly concerns the Generality of the People, 
than to be fo far acquainted with what concerns the 
Article of Bread, as to be enabled to judge whether 
they are fupphed therewith agreeable to the Directi­
ons o f  the Legiflature. It is in this Perfuafion that 
I venture to fubmit to the Committte the following 
F a d s , States, and O brervations, as my Information, 
in the beft Form in which I can lay it before them. 
A s  the Laws relating to it are but few, I lhall go 
back to the Firft A i t  for fetting an Affize on Bread, 
that appears in the printed Collection o f  our Sta­
tutes, which was in the Fifty-firft Year of Henry 
the Illd. and in the Year o f O ur Lord 1 266.

By this A f t ,  many Sorts o f Bread from W heat 
were allowed to be made and fold ; but the great 
Length o f T im e  which has intervened, renders it 
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  than could be wifhed, to explain all 
the Particulars relating to them : I fhall therefore 
confine myfelf to the Three following Sorts ; v iz

[ 43 1
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Waflell Bread, Bread of the Whole Wheaf, and 
Bread Treet.

The Firft of them, that is to fay, the Waftell 
Bread, which was the fineft of the Three, was to 
weigh half as much as the Bread Treet, which was 
thecoarfefl ; and the Bread of the Whole Wheat, 
which was the Middle Sort, was to weigh Three- 
fourths of the Bread Treet. And, by the Afîîze 
Table in the faid Aft, when Wheat was at Tw elve 
Pence per Quarter, the following Quantities of the 
Three Si rts of Bread before-mentioned were to be 
fold for One Farthing ; viz.

T o  weigh.
s* d.

Waftell Bread, of aFarthing, 6 16 o
Bread of the Whole Wheat, of ditto j o  7 o  
Bread Treet, of ditto 13 12 o

And the Aft exprefsly fays, “  That then a Baker, 
“  in every Quarter of Wheat, (as is proved by the 
“  King’s Bakers) may gain Four Pence and the 
“  Bran, and Tw o Loaves for Advantage.”  So 
that, admitting thefe T w o  Loaves to be Farthing 
Loaves, which is the only Sort mentioned in the 
A ft, the Bread produced from a Quarter o f Wheat 
at that Tim e (computing from the Bread of the 
Whole wheat) was 517 Pounds 6 Ounces Troy ; 
which is equal to 426 Pounds j Ounce 12 Drams 
Avoirdupois, and comes out at the Rate of 53 
Pounds 4 Ounces of Bread from a Bufhel of Wheat.

It appears further, that the Aihze of Bread was
direfted by this A ft to be fet from the Middle Price
of Wheat: And as it informs us, that the Eakers
would gain the Bran, and takes Notice of their Eul-
tel (or Bolting) among their Charges, it is evident
that they drtiied their own Flour, and, except the
Grinding, were the fule Manufaftureis of Wheat 
into Bread.

This



T h is  Statute continued in Force for the long 
T e rm  o f F ive  Hundred Years and upwards, or till 
the Year 1709, which was in the Eighth Year of the 
Reign o f  Queen Anne -, when it was repealed, and a 
new one made for regulating the Ailize and Price of 
Bread ; the Preamble whereof lets forth, “  T h at 
the before-mentioned A d  o f Henry the Third was 
expreffed in T erm s fo obfcure and impraticable in 
thofe T im es, that many Doubts and Difficulties 
did daily ariië in the Conftruftion thereof ; whereby 
little or no Obfervance had in many Places been 
made, either of the due Aflize, or reafonable Price 
o f  Bread ; and that covetous and evil-minded 
People, taking Advantage o f  the fame, had, tor 
their own Gain and Lucre, deceived and oppretled 
her Majefty’s Subje&s, and more eipecially the
:poorer Sort o f  People.”  .

By this A f t  of the Eighth o f Queen Anne^ only
T h re e  Sorts of Bread were retained and allowed to
be made and fold -, W hite, Wheaten and
Houfehold ; which were to weigh in Proportion to
e a c h  other ; S follows ; « « . t h e  W h ite , j h i c h w »
the fineft, was to weigh H alf as Vheaten
hold, which was the coarfeft ; and the Wheaten,
w hich was the M id dle  Sort, was to 
Fourths as much as the Houfehold. * .
proportions correfpond e x a ft l ,  with thole which .he 
W aftèll Bread, and Bread T ree ., and the Bread o 
,he W hole W heat, under the A f t  o f  the 5 lit  
Henry the T h ird , were to bear to each other.

A n d  the M agiftrates, upon the letting 

under thi^ A t t ^ f  Queen
make a reafonable Allowance to the Bâ ers’ ilZe 
Charges, Pains, and Livehhoods* and the A  ^
T iih le  wasio formed, as that t ie y .
which a Bufhel of W heat was calculated o p ^  ^  
would yield the Bàkers tne M arket Fn
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Buihel of Wheat, and likewife the Sum allowed by 
the Magiftrates for their Charges, Pains, and Live­
lihoods.

This will appear very plain, by ftating the Ailize 
of Bread to be fet at London, under the faid Att, 
from Wheat and Baking, at Six Shillings/^ Bufhel; 
viz.

T h e Baker —  --  D r Per Contra —  —

s. d. s.
T o  Wheat One By 2 Twelve Penny

Buihel 4 6 Loaves of White
T o  Bakers Allow­ Bread, of 5 lb.

ance on ditto, 1 2 oz 8 dr. each 2
from the Magif­ By 2 Tw elve Pen­
trates i 6 ny Loaves of

W'heaten Bread, 
of 8 lb. i i  oz.
i dr. each 2 0

By 2 Tw elve Pen­
ny Loaves of 
Houfehold Bread, 
at 11 lb. 9 oz.
6 dr. each 2 o

6 o

And the faid State will alfo prove, that the 
Weight of Bread which the Bakers were required to 
deliver to the Public, from a Bulhel of Wheat, un­
der the faid Aft, was 52 lb. 2 oz. viz.

T  w a
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T w o  Shillings worth of W hite  Bread n  4 9
T w o  Shillings worth of Wheaten D° i 'j 6 2
T w o  Shillings worth o f  Houiehold D° 23 2 12

52 2 a

And any other Article o f W heat and Baking, in the 
Aflize T ab le , will, upon Examination, bring out
the like Proof.

But this A f t  had one capital Defeft in it ; which* 
was, that it did not require the Alfize of Bread to be 
fet from the Middle Price of W h e a t;  which fee ms 
the more extraordinary, as it was exprefsly enjoined 
by the Statute o f the 51 ft o f  Henty the Third, 
which immediately preceded i t :  And the W ant of 
fuch a Reftriftion,' left the Magiftrates at Liberty to 
fet the Aflize o f  Bread from the higheft Price o f 
W h e a t;  a n d  it has been publicly aflc-rted, that they 
aftually fet the Aflize in that Manner.

However, with this Defect in it, the A f t  continued 
in Force till the Y ear 1757, which was in the Thirty- 
firft Year o f the Reign of King George the Second ; 
when (with other A fts , continuing or amending the 
fame) it was repealed, and a new one made for the 
regulating the Affize of Bread. T h e  Preamble o f 
which doth not point out any particular Faults in the 
aforefaid A ft  o f  Queen Anne, but only obferves in 
general, “  That it was expedient to reduce into One 
A ft ,  the feveral Laws then in force relating to the due 
M aking, and to the Affize o f Bread ; and to make 
fome Alterations and Amendments therein.”  And to 
the Intent therefore, that from and atter the 29c 1 u 
September, ^ 5 8 ,  a plain and confiant Rule and M e­
thod might be duly obferved and kept, i 1 
Enafted, T h a t only T w o  Sorts o f Bread fhouki be
made for Sale; viz. Wheaten, and Houfehold,

othcrwiic



otherwife Brown Bread ; and that the Houfehold 
ihould always be fold One Fourth lefs than the 
Wheaten.

This will appear by confulting the Aflize Table in 
any one Article of the Price of the Bufliel of Wheat 
and Baking ; by which it will alfo be feen, that the 
Quantity or Weight of Bread required to be deliver­
ed to the Public, by the Bakers, from a Buihel of 
Wheat, Wincbefter Meafure, by this Adt, is 52 Pounds
2 Ounces, calculating One Half thereof to be W heat­
en, and the other Half Houfehold.

For Inftance : When the Price o f Wheat and 
Baking is 7 Shillings, One Peck and a Half of 
Wheaten, and One Peck and a Half of Houfehold 
Bread under this Article, which together will weigh 
52 Pounds 2 Ounces will pay the Baker the Price of 
the Bufhel of Wheat, and the 18 Pence per Buihel 
for the Magiftrates Allowance (at London) for his 
Labour,. Charges, Livelihood, and Profit; viz.

Weight. Price.

One Peck Loaf of Wheaten Bread 17 6 —  0 8
One Half Peck Loaf of Ditto 8 11 —  1 4.
One Peck Loaf of Houfehold Bread 17 6 —  2 - Z
One Half Peck Loaf of Ditto 8 11 —  1 —

r 48 j

52 2 —  7 —

And the fame will appear, as far as Fradtions 
wi 1 allow if the Aflized Bread, under the faid Ar- 
icle of \\ heat and Baking, be examined ; viz.

W H E A T E N  B R E A D .

One 18 Penny Loaf 9 Tz  ‘b' 01‘ dr‘
One 12 Penny Loaf 6 8 4 Í 22 ' 2 u
One 12 Penny Ditto 6 8 4 J

H O U S E -
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H O U S E H O L D  B R E A D .
lb. oz. dr. lb. oz. dr.

One 1 8 Penny L o a f 13 —  9
One 12 Penny Ditto 8 11 1 ( 30 6 1 1
One 12 Penny Ditto 8 11 1 i

Pence 84 or Seven Shilllings 3 to

A nd the AlTize o f Bread nnder this A£t is ordered 
to be fet from the Middle Price o f  Wheat, and the 
Magiftrates are empowered, as they were under 
the 8th o f Queen Anne, upon fetting the Aflize, 
to add fuch a Sum to the Price of the Bufhel of 
W heat, as they fhall deem fufficient for the Bakers 
Charges, Labour, Pains,, Livelihood, and Profit.

In the Year 1768, it was contended, that this 
Statute o f the 31ft o f  George the Second was lefs 
beneficial to the People than that o f  the 8th o f  
Queen Anne, and a Committee o f  the honourable the 
Houfe o f  Commons were appointed to enquire into 
the Laws relating to the Aflize o f Bread ; but no 
Alterations were made in them, in Confequence o f  
the Deliberations o f  this Committee.

T h e  Dearnefs o f  Corn in the Year 1772, occa- 
fioned His Majefty, out o f His paternal Goodnefs 
and Compaflion, to fignify to both Houfes o f Par­
liament, T h at he was perfuaded, their Attention 
would not be wanting, as far as human W ifdom  
would admit, to alleviate the Diftrefs o f  the P oor; 
and that they could not gratify him more, than by 
calling upon Him for his Concurrence, in whatever 
might contribute to the Welfare and Happinefs of 
H is People. In confequence o f which, a Committee 
o f the honourable the Houfe o f Commons was again 
appointed, to examine into the Laws relating to the 
Aflize o f  Bread : And upon their Report, an Adt 
was pafled in that Seflion, by which a Middle Sort 
of Bread (fimilar to the Wheaten Bread under the

D  A f t
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Adt of the 8th of Queen Anne) was refumed, un­
der the Name of Standard Wheaten Bread, which 
was to be made of the Flour of Wheat, that, with­
out any Mixture or Divifion, was to be the whole 
Produce of the Grain, the Bran or Hull excepted, 
and to weigh Three Fourth Parts of the Wheat 
from which it fhould be made ; and the faid Bread 
was to be fold at One Eighth Part lefs than the 
W heaten Bread in the aforefaid A d  of the 31 ft of 
George the Second, or one Eighth more than the 
Household Bread in that Adt. And the Weight 
of Standard Wheaten Bread, which is required to 
be delivered to the Public from a Bufhel of Wheat, 
is Fifty-two Pounds T w o  Ounces.

Upon a Review of the feveral Adts before men­
tioned, the Weight of Bread, which the Bakers were 
by them refpedtively required to deliver to the Pub­
lic, from a Bufhel of Wheat, appears to be as fol­
lows; viz.

Weight of Bread,
Avoirdupoize, from

Under what Aft. a Bufhel of Wheat.

lb. oz. dr.

51ft Henry IIÍ. 51 2 2
8 th Queen Anne 52 2 0
31ft George II. 52 2 0
13th of His prefent Majefty 52 2 0

From whence it may be obferved, that the Ba­
kers were not required, by the A d  of H e n r y  the 
Third, to deliver fo much Bread from a Bufhel of 
Wheat, as they have been obliged to do by the Adts 
that have been made fince. Yet it is plain (as is 
humbly apprehended) that a Buihel of Wheat, at 
the Time of making the faid Adi of Henry the Third,

did
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did produce more Bread than Fifty-two Pounds 
T w o  Ounces, which is the Quantity the fubfequent 
A fts  have required to be delivered to the Public. 
And perhaps, the Perfons who framed the A d s  o f  
the Eighth o f Queen Anne, and the Thirty-firft o f  
George the Second, by not requiring more than Fifty- 
two Pounds T w o  Ounces o f  Bread from a Bufhel o f  
W heat, might have fome View to the T w o  Loaves 
for Advantage, which (together with the Bran) the 
A f t  o f  the 51ft o f  Henry the T hird  exprelsly fays 
they would gain upon every Quarter o f Wheat, 
more than by the Aflize T able  they were obliged 
to deliver to the Public.

But whether this Surmife be well founded or not, 
is not very material ; for it is very certain, that the 
Flour from a Buihel o f W heat will, on an Average, 
produce more Bread than Fifty-two Pounds T w o  
Ounces. It is not intended, however, to draw any 
Inference from thence to the Prejudice o f  the Bakers. 
T h e  Laws have always confidered them as the foie 
Agents to the Public for the manufafturing o f Wheat 
into Bread, and at the fame T im e taken all imagin­
able Care that they fhould not fuffer, but, on the 
contrary, fhould be at all Times, fufficiently paid for 
working for the Community. For if  Wheat be ever 
fo  dear, they are lure to be paid the Market Price o f 
it, in the Price o f  the Bread. And in that Price they 
alfo receive the Magiftrates Allowance, which not 
only includes a Reimburfement o f  the Charges of 
grinding and drefling the W heat into Flour, but o f 
all other Charges o f  manufafturing it into Bread, and 
a Confideration likewife for their Pains, Labour, 
Livelihood and Profit. A nd as the Aflize o f  Bread 
is liable to be altered, whenever the Price rifes or 
falls Three Pence in a Buihel ; this Circumftance 
renders it needlefs for them to employ large Capitals, 
and fecures them from being injured from the F luc­
tuation o f  Markets, unlefs they will lay in large

D  2 Stocks
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Stocks of Wheat upon Speculation, which this Va­
riation of the Affizeis evidently calculated to prevent, 
and render unnecefiary.

In order to render this Matter the more plain, I 
have endeavoured, by the State or Account marked 
(a', in the Appendix, to fhew how the Cafe would 
iland with the Baker at London, i f  he were to buy 
his Wheat, and bolt it into Flour, and bake and fell 
Wheaten and Houlehold Bread, under the A d  of 
thê  I hirty-firft of George the Second, at the prefent 
Affize of Bread at London, which is fet from Wheat 
and Baking, at Six Shillings and Six Pence per 
Bufhel.

And by another Account, marked (b) in the A p ­
pendix, I have endeavoured to ihew the like with 
refpect to Standard Wheaten Bread, under the A d  
of the 7 hirteenth of His prefent Majefty.

And it is humbly apprehended that it will appear 
lrom the faid Accounts, that if the Bakers were to 
tarry cn their Bufinefs according to the Tenor and 
Dcfign of the Laws •, that is, by purchafing o f 
Wheat, and dreifing it into Flour, which was the 
Metnod m many People’s Memory; they might 
iurnilh the Public with good and genuine Bread, of 
the refpedive Sorts required by the faid Acts, and 
be paid what the Legiilature defigns they ihould

P ro fit  their PainS’ Labour’ ^ iveiih°od, and

But the Millers (who, till within thefe late Years 
had no other Part, from Tim e immemorial, in the 
manufadurmg of Wheat into Bread, than the grind­
ing the V\ heat into Meal for the Bakers'; are now 
tor the moft Part become Purchafers of Wheat, and 
Treifers of it into Flour, for Sale, upon their own 
Accounts ; and as they are not bound, by Law, to 
dr els Flour of fuch Sorts as are proper for making 
the re.pedive Ku;ds of Bread required by the Sta­

tutes
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tutcs now in Force, nor obliged to fell the Flour 
which they do drefs, in Proportion to the Market 
Price o f  W heat • the Bakers, who are obliged to 
buy their Flour o f  the MeaSman, cannot purchalc 
the lame fo as to enable them to bake and fell any 
o f  the Sorts o f Bread, required to be made by the ia ij 
Statutes (except the Wheaten Bread under the 31ft 
o f  George the Second) and to receive the Magiftrates 
Allowance, over and above the Prices which they 
muft give for their Flour.

T h e  Account marked (c) in the Appendix, it is 
apprehended, will make this very clear, with refpeft 
to the Act o f the Thirty-firft of George the Second. 
And it is prefumed, that the Account marked (d) in 
Ditto, will do the fame with Regard to the Statute of 
the Thirteenth o f  His prefent Majefty.

And as the Mealman’s Profit is a Point which it 
greatly concerns the Community to form an Idea of, 
the Account marked (e) in the Appendix, calculated 
from the prefent Market Prices of Flour, and A ve­
rage Price o f W heat, according to the prefent A f- 
fize of Bread, is humbly apprehended to be a very 
near Eftimate thereof.

When the feveral Particulars before mentioned are 
confidered, it is prefumed that the Public can be no 
longer at a Lofs to know, why fo little Houfehold 
Bread was made under the A ft  o f  the Thirty-firil o f  
George the Second : Or why the Expectations o f  the 
Legislature have not been anfwered, with regard to a 
Supply o f  Standard Wheaten Bread, under the A f t  
o f  the Thirteenth of His prefent Majefty.

For the Millers, contrary to the ancient Uiage and
Cuftom  of the Realm, having flepped in between
the Growers ot Corn and the Bakers, and being
under no Restraint, by Law, to fell the fame at fuch
Prices as to correfpond with the Market Price ot
W heat, the Profits ariling to them in this Bufmefs
m uil unavoidably occaiion an Increale ot Expence

upon



upon Bread ; which mud: fall upon the Community 
in one Shape or other. And the W ay in which this 
Encroachment on the Bakers Trade has hitherto ope­
rated, has been by deprivisg the People o f the A d ­
vantage of being furnifhed with the Proportion of 
Houiehold Bread intended by the Legiflature.

And it will doubdefs be a M atter o f great Sur­
prize to the Generality of the People, when they 
come to find what an immenfe Sum this Lofs has 
amounted to : For if one Fourth Part of the Propor­
tion of Houfehold Bread (Tiould be fuppofed to have 
been made, during the Continuance of the A d  of 
the rhirty-firft of George the Second ; yet, under 
thrs Suppofition, the Cities o f London and M'efimm- 

Jjer W>!1 he found upon a moderate Computation, to 
have fuffered (together) the annua] Lofs, upon an 
Average of One Hundred and Thirty-five Thoufand 
Poundsj and the People of the other Parts of 
England and JVales, who are computed to eat Bread 
made of W heat, the yearly Lofs of Four Hundred 
Twenty-one Thouiand Eight hundred and Seventy- 
five Pounds: So that, within the Space of Sixteen 
le a is , which is the lim e  the ftid A d  has been in 
horce, the Injury which hath arifen to the Commu- 
n.ty by ,ts not being complied with, appears, by the 
State marked ( f) in the Appendix, to amount in 
die whoie to Eight M.llions Njne Hundred and T en  
Pounds And what makes it infinitely more to be 
regretted, is, that this enormous Sum has, for the 
moft Part, been forced out o f the Pockets of the 
working and mduftnous Poor, by obliging them to 
purchafe XN beaten Bread, through the Warn o f 
Houfehold or brown Bread having been made to (im­
ply them, as was intended by the Legiflature P 

In order to prevent fo capital an Evil for the fu­
ture, it is humbly apprehended, that if  the Baker-; 
are to continue under the Neceffity o f buying the r 
Hour from the Mealmen, the latter iliould be obliged

by
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by Law to drefs Flour under the faine Denominations 
as the refpedlive Sorts of Bread, directed to be made 
by the Statutes now in Force, and no other; and be 
alfo obliged to fell the feveral Sorts o f  Flour at cer­
tain fixed Prices, to be governed by, and calculated 
from the Market Price of W heat, in order to enable 
the Bakers that buy their Flour, to make and f  11 the 
refpeftive Sorts o f  Bread, according to the Prices fet 

from IVbeat in the Aiïize Table.
It is likewife apprehended, that the Law  fhould 

defcribe what Sort o f  Flour each Sort o f Bread ihoukl 
be made of*, and alfo in what Manner each Sort o( 
Flour fhould be drefled : By which Means, the Pub-? 
lie would know the Quality o f the Bread they ought 
to have for their Money, and be enabled to procure 
Redrefs, i f  impofed upon therein, as they can do at 
prefent i f  defrauded in Weight, by the Help of the
Alfize Table.

T o  explain this more fully, it is neceilary to ob- 
ferve, that the following are the Sorts of Flour that 
have hitherto been generally drefled from \\ heat, by 
the Mealmen ; v iz .

Houfeholds.
Seconds.
Thirds.
Middlings.

W hich faid Sorts o f  Flour are dreiTed through the 
different Sorts o f  Bolting Cloths following ; viz.

Drejjed through
T h e  Houfeholds ------  a 21 Shilling Cloth.

Seconds ------  an 18 Shilling Cloth.
Thirds ------  a 16 Shilling Cloth.
Middlings ------  a 13 Shilling Cloth.

But as the A d s  of Parliament now in Force, re- 
ouire the under mentioned Sorts of Bread to be 
made • v iz. Wheaten Bread, Standard Y\ heaten 
Bread' and Houfehold, ox brown Bread ; k  is humbly 
apprehended, that no Flour ihould be allowed to be



fold, but under the proper Denominations for making 
thofe Sorts of Bread : That is to fay :

For making 
Belt Wheaten Flour —  Wheaten Bread.
Standard Wheaten Flour —  Standard Wheaten Bread. 
Houfehold Flour —  Houfeh. or brown Bread.

And that their refpeftive Qualities, and Manner of 
^reíhng fhould be afcertained and defcribed, as
ihall be found right by Experiments: And that the 
Nature and Texture of'the Bljlting Cloths through

fh w k J?6, )înd pr0per the faid Sorts of Flour
d S r i t d "  bC part'Cularly and dearly

* ,â H d/ Scmî nl  Pe0pÍ e have’ ° fIate’ come ''«o the Method of drefling of Flour through Bolting Ma­
chines made of Wire, milead of Cloths, it will be 
neceflary alfo to afcertain the different Degrees of 

inenefs the VV ire-work o f fuch Machines mud be

t i l e d  6 Denominations before men-

lt is alfo apprehended, that all Millers ihould be 
obliged to grind Wheat for the Bakers, when required

a o r i v S 'p  7 £d T 0"'- ° r Pn“  • “ d *all private Ferions, as it might, among other Ad-

to t h S  r VC a,CuUft0m ° f  the mmoft Confequence to the mduftnous labouring People employed in Agri
culture ; who formerly ufed to be fupplied with

\  the farmers for whom they worked
which being ground at the Mill, they afterwards 
dreiTed into Hour, through Sieves at Home and 
baked ,t Into Bread there ; by which Means it’ came

I V  p T  at a c!ieaPer Rate than buying it of 
the Bakers; or by purchafing Flour o f Mealmen or 
Bakers, to bake into Bread themfelves. ’

Hen. Pelham.

[ 56 ]

T H E



[ 57 1 
T H E  A P P E N D I X .

(a).
A n  A C C O U N T , fhewing on what Terms a Raker 

at London (buying his W heat) may make and fell 
\\ heaten and Houfehold or brown tfread, under 
the A tX o f  the 31ft Geo. the 2d, according to the 
prefent Ailize o f Bread let at London, from Wheat 
and Baking, at 6 s. and 6d. per Bufhel.

N . B. 1'he Magiftrates Allowance at I.ondon to 
the Baker, is i 8 d. on a Bufhel o f Wheat ; 
fo that when they fet the^Aflize o f  Bread from 
W heat and Baking at 6s. and 6d. per Bufhel, 
they mull deem the Average M aiket Pfice o f 
W heat to be 5 s. per Buihel, or 4os. per 
Quarter : On which Principle the Account 
will ftand as follows; viz.

-----  C r.T h e  Baker D'

C  s. d.
T o  5 Quarters o f 

W heat, at 4OÍ. 
per Quarter - 10 o  c 

T o  the Magi- 
ilrates Allow­
ance to the Ba­
ker for grind­
ing and dref- 
iing, and all 
other Charges, 
and for his 
Pains, Liveli­
hood, and Pro­
fit, at 18 Pence 
per Bufhcl, or 
i2 i. per Quar­
ter o f  Wheat - 3 0 c

Per Contra

By 60 peck Loaves
of Wheaten
Bread, at 2 s.
6 d. each - 7 1 0 0

By 60 peck Loaves
o f Houfehold
Bread, at 1 s.
10 d. each - 5 to  o

l -  *3 0 o £■  » 3  0 0

Memorandum.



Memorandum. The above 120 Peck Loaves are 
all that the Law requires the Baker to deliver, under 
the Adt of ’31 ft Geo. the 2d, from 5 Quarters or 40 
Bufhels of Wheat ; and they pay him for his Wheat, 
and the Magiilrates Allowance of 12 Shillings per 
Quarter for grinding and dreffing, and for his 
Pains, Livelihood, and Profit.

T o  this Allowance of 12 Shillings per Quarter, 
muft be added the Value of the Bran and Pollard, 
which at this Time is at leaft 3/. 1 \ d. per Quarter.

Befides this, it muft be obferved, that 42 Pounds 
of Flour will make the whole Quantity of Bread re­
quired to be delivered to the Public from a Builiel of 
Wheat : So that whatever Quantity of Flour the 
Wheat may yield above 43 Pounds from a Buihel, 
the Surplus muft be confidered as an additional Pro­
fit to the Baker, as it enables him to make a propor­
tionable Quantity of Bread from a Bufhel of Wheat, 
more than the Law requires of him.

If only T w o Pounds and a Quarter of Flour ex 
traordinary were to be obtained from a Bufhel of 
Wheat, the Value thereof in Bread at this Tim e 
would be fomething above 2 s. on a Quarter o f  
Wheat, after dedu&ing Six-pence for every Peck o f 
Bread for the Magiftrates Allowance to the Baker

[ 53 j

tfj). An
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(b).

An A C C O U N T  fliewing on what Terms a Baker at 
London (buying his Wheat) may make and fell 
Standard Wheaten Bread, under the A d  of the 
J2th of his prefent Majefty, according to the pre- 
fent Ailize o f  Bread at London, fet from Wheat 
and Baking at 6s. 6d. per Bufhel.

N . B. T h e  Magiftrates Allowance at London to 
the Baker, is ij .  bd. per Bufhel; fo that 
when they fet the Aflize o f Bread from W heat 
and Baking at 6s. bd. per Bufhel, they muft 
deem the Average Market Price o f  Wheat to 
be 5_f. per Bufhel, or 40J. per Quarter : Oil 
which Principle the Account will ltand as 
follows ; VÍZ.

T h e  Baker ------  u>. t er Contra -—  ■ C r.

I -  s* 4 s. d.

T o  5 Quarters o f By 1 20 Peck
Wheat, at 40/. Loaves o f  Stan­
per Quarter * 10 0 0 dard Wheaten

T o  the Magi- Bread, at 2 s.
ftrates A llow ­ 2d. each, being
ance to the Ba­ -Jth lefs than
ker for grind­ the Wheaten
ing, drefling, Bread under
and all other the A f t  o f  the
Charges, and 3 1 ft Geo. the
for h s Pains, 2d, according
livelihood,and to the prefent
Profit, at 18 d. Ailize - - 1 3 0 0
per Bufhel, or
X 2s. per Quar­
ter of W heat - 3 0 0

£ . 13 0 0 L  « 3 0 0

Memorandum
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Memorandum. The above 120 Peck Loaves are 
all that the Baker is required to deliver, under the 
A£t of the 13th of his prefent Majefty; and they 
pay him for his Wheat, and the Magiftrates Allow­
ance of 12 Shillings per Quarter for grinding and 
dreffing, and for his Pains, Livelihood, and Profit.

T o  this Allowance of 12 Shillings per Quarter, 
muft be added the Value o f the Bran and Pollard, 
which at this Time is at leaft p .  1 id. per Quarter.

Befides this, it is to be obferved, that 42 Pounds 
o f  Flour will make the whole Quantity of Bread re­
quired to be delivered to the Public from a Buihel of 
Wheat : So that whatever Quantity of Flour the
V  heat may yield above 42 Pounds from a Bufhel, 
the Surplus muft be confidered as an additional Pro­
fit to the Baker, by enabling him to make a propor­
tionable Quantity o f Bread from a Bufhel of W'heat, 
more than the Law requires of him.

And if only Tw o Pounds and a Quarter o f Flour 
extraordinary were to be obtained from a Bufhel of 
Wheat, the Value thereof in Bread at this "lime 
would be fomething above Tw o Shillings on a Quar­
ter of \Y heat, after deducting 6d. for every Peck of 
Bread for the Magiftrates Allowance to the Baker.

(c.) An
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(c).

A n A C C O U N T ,  ihew ing on what Terms a Baker at London (if  
he is obliged to purchaie his Flour) can bake and fell W heated 
and Houfehold Bread, under the A€t o f  the Thirty-firft o f  
George II. at the prefent M arket Prices o f  Flour, and Alîize ot 
Bread, fet from W heat and Baking at Six Shillings and Six­
pence per Builiel ; v iz ._____ '

T h e  Baker D r.

T o  60 Peck 
Loaves o f  
W heaten 
Bread, at 
2 s. 6 d. 
each, a c ­
cording to 
the above 
Aifize —  7 10 o

Per Contra C r.

T o  make 60 Loaves o f  Wheaten Bread.

L  *- à.
By 8401b. o f  Houfeholds, or

fineft Flour, at 40/. per Sack 6 0 0  
By the Baker’s Profit ------- 1 10 e

00

£■ 7  1 0  O

T o  make 60 Loaves o f  Houfehold Bread.

£■ d. Ib. £. j. d. C  S. d.
T o  60 Peck By 240 o f  H oufe­

Loaves o f holds, at 40/.
Houfehold per Sack —  I 143*-
Bread, at 2 15  o f  Seconds,
i s .  10 d. at 37 j . per
each, ac­ S a c k ------ i  8  4J ] - 5 O I
cording to 96 o f  Thirds, at
the above 34-f./iir S a c k  — 11 7Í
Aifize —  5 10 0 289 o f  M id­

dlings, at25J.
per Suck —  I 5 9 i .

S40

By the Baker’s Profit — O 9  I I

£  s «° 0 £ 5 10 0

N .B .  In the Prices o f  the above 120 Loaves, are incluoed the 
Magiftrates A llowance o f T w e lv e  Shillings per Quarter on 
W h eat, or T e n  Shillings per Sack on Flotlr.

M e m o r a n d u m .
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Memorandum. It appears by the aforegoing Ac­
count, that the Baker can purchafe Flour at the pre­
fent Market Price, to make Wheaten Bread, and 
receive the Price fet thereon by the Ailize, befides 
the Magiftrates Allowance for his Charges, Pains, 
Livelihood and Profit :

But that he cannot buy Flour to enable him to 
make Houfehold Bread, fo as to receive One Third 
even of the Magiftrates Allowance, over and above 
the Price he mull give for the Flour.

N: B. £. 5. o s. 2 d. i .  for 840 Pounds o f Flour 
for Houfehold Bread, is at the Rate of 355. 4 d. 
per Sack of 2 So Pounds.
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Memorandum. 120 Peck Loaves of Bread are all 
that the Baker is required by Law to deliver from 
Five Quarters of Wheat, or 1,680 Pounds of Flour. 
But it is '-■lain, from the aforegoing Account, that 
the Baker cannot buy 1,680 Pounds of the Whole 
Flout of the Wheat, or Standard Wheaten Flour, at 
the prefent Market Prices, on fuch Terms as to re­
ceive the Magiftrates Allowance for Baking, over and 
above the Price he muft give for the Flour : For, in-
ftead of £ . 3. he will receive only £ . 1. igs. 10d .\ .

(e.) A  COM-
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(e.)
A  C O M P U T A T IO N  o f the Meal man’s Profit, at 

the prefent Market Prices o f Flour at London, and 
the Average Market Price of W heat, according to 
the prefent Aflize o f Bread.

N . B. T h e  Magiftrates A llowance at London to the Baker» 
is One Shilling and Six-pence on a Buihel o f  W heat ; and 
as the piefent Aflize o f  Bread is fet from W h eat, and 
Baking ns Six Shillings and Six-pence per Bufliel, they 
m ull deem the A verage Price of W heat to be 5/. fer  
Bufhel, or \ o s .  fer  Quarter : O n which Principle the 
A ccoun t wil l  (land as follows : <viz-

T h e Mealman —  I>. P er Contra. —- C r.

, 5# d. lb • ■£• d.
T o  çQrs, of By 1080 o f Houfe-

W heat, at holds, or
40 s, per fineilFlour,
Quarter - 10 — • — * at 40Í. per

T o  grinding Sack - - 7 14
and dreiT- By 2 15 of Seconds,
ing the faid at 37s. per
W heat, at D°. - - i 8 4J

3 P er By 96 o f Thirds,
Q u a r te r ------15 — at 34J. per

T o  Meal- D°. - - - U
man’s Pro­ By 289 o f M id­
fit - -  I 4 8 dlings, at

25 J- Per
D°. - - i  5 9 *

1680.

By the Bran and
Pollard fro.-n Five
Quarters ot Wheat,
at 3 s. n d .  per
Quarter - * ■ ■—  1 9 7

L  i > 19 8 j£. 11 *9 8

■p jN. B . The
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N . B. The before-mentioned Computation is made 
upon the Suppofition, that the Produce of Flour is 
only 336 Pourds from a Quarter of Wheat, or 42 
Pounds from a Bufhel ; which lad Quantity is the 
Proportion to make Three Pecks of Bread j which is 
all that the A d s of the 31ft George the Second, and 
the 13th of his prefeat Majefty, require to be deli­
vered from a Bufhel of Wheat.

But it muft be obferved, that Wheat in general 
will yield more than 42 Pounds of Flour from a Bu- 
fliel ; and whatever the Surplus may be, muft be 
confidered as an additional Profit to the Mealman.

And if only T w o Poupds and a Quarter of Flour 
extraordinary were to be obtained from a Bufhel of 
Wheat, the Value thereof at this Time would be 
T w o  Shillings, and Four-pence Farthing upon a 
Quarter of Wheat.

(f) .

A  C O M P U T A T IO N  o f the Lofs, which hath arifen 
to the Community, by the Proportion o f Houfe- 
hold Bread not having beeiAmade, that was in­
tended by the A d  of the 31ft of George Hd.

BY  the faid A d ,  the Flour from the Wheat, is 
calculated to be made Half into Wheaten, and 

Half into Houfehold Bread ; the latter to be fold One 
Fourth cheaper than the former.

The Cities of London and IVeJlminJler are com­
puted to confift o f 600,000 People; and every Per- 
fon is calculated to confume One Quarter o f Wheat 
'n ^ J ear’ ,'n Bread : So that the yearly Confumption 
or Wheat in the ikid Cities has been eftimated at
000,000 Quarters.

c n i 1'16 J able in the faid A d ,  One Bufhel
•t  Wheat is computed to produce Three Peck Loaves

o f



o f  Bread : Confequently, a Quarter o f  Wheat is 
deemed to make Tw enty-fou. Peck Loaves o f  Bread.

Therefore, 600,oco Quarters o f Wheat fhould 
produce 7,200,000 Peck Loaves o f Wiieaten, and
7.200.000 Peck Loaves o f  Houfehold Bread : And
as the Aflize hath not been lower, upon an Average, 
during the Continuance of the laid A f t ,  than f j .  
and 11 d. for the Peck L o af Wheaten, and i s .  5 d. 
for the P eck L o a f  Houfehold, the Public, from
600.000 Quarters o f  W heat, ought to have been fup- 
plied yearly with

N°. s. d. £.
Peck Loaves, W heaten 7,200,000 at 1 11 each 690,000
Pçck Loaves, Houlehold 7,200,000 at 1 5 each 510,000

14,400,000 £ .  1,200,000

r 67 ]

It is, however, generally acknowledged, that the 
People have been fupplied with but very little Houfe­
hold Bread under that A f t  : But if it fhould, for 
Argument Sake, be fuppofed, that One Fourth Part 
o f  the Proportion thereof (viz. 1,800,000 Peck 
Loaves) hath been made yearly ; yet, under this 
Suppofition, the Inhabitants o f the faid Cities, by 
being obliged to purchafe 5,400,000 Peck Loaves o f 
W heaten Bread, inftead o f being furnilhed with the 
remaining T hree Parts o f  7,200,000 P eck Loaves of 
Houfehold Bread, will be found to have fuffered an 
annual Lofs o f  £ . 135,000, as per the following 
Account ; viz.

A  C O M
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A. C O M P U T A T I O N  of the Expence o f
Bread for One Year, for the Cities o f London and 
JVeJlminfier.

Peck Loaves s. d. £.
T o  7, 200,000 of Wheaten Bread at i 11 690,000

Íof Ditto, purchafed 
for want of the I 
l  o 5,4oo,uou < due Quantity of  ̂atDitto 517,500

I Houfehold Bread, I 
Ibeing made. J

Îof Houfeh. Bread, 1
fuppofed to be p t  i 5 i 27>500
made. J

14,400,000 £■ i , 335îqo°

T h e faid Cities, from 600,oco Quarters 
of Wheat, ought to have been furnifhed 
with 7,200,000 Peck Loaves Wheaten, 
and with Ditto Number Houfehold ; 
which, at the above Prices, would have 
come to —  —  i , 200,000

Lofs to thefe Cities, by not being furnifh­
ed with the due Proportion of Houfehold 
Bread —  —  135,000

The reft of the People of England and Wales, 
who are computed to ufe Bread made of Wheat, 
are calculated to be in Number 3,750,000; and, 
fuppofing them to be circumftanced like thofe in 
London and Wefimiifter, their Lofs, by not being 
fupplied with Houfehold Bread, ftated in the fame 
Manner as for thofe Cities, muft have amounted to 
£■ 843,750 per Annum.

'  But



t  ó p  1

But as fome farmers, and other Per ions in the 
Country, may probably have their own ^ ' ie,at 
ground, and drels the Flour at Home, and ba^e 
"their own Bread, fome Abatement of Courte ought 
to be made on that Account : And, in ordernot to 
exasperate Matters, let it be fuppofed that Halt the 
(aid 750,000 People buy t h e i r  o w n  W heat, and 
bake their own Bread ; which will reduce the Lois 
from £. 8.43>7 50 fo the yearly Sum ot 421,875 ; and 
in fuch Cafe the T ota l computed Lofs; to the Com­
munity, by not being fupphed with Houfehold 
Bread, according to the Intention o f the aforefaid 
Adt o f the 31 George the Second, will ftand as to -

lows ; VlZy *

Lofs to the Cities o f  London and iV eft-  
minfler, for 16 Years, at £. 1 35î00°  
per Annum  -  -  2,160,000

Lofs to the People o f the other Parts 
o f  England and Wales, for 16 Years, 
at £ . 421,875 per Annum. 6,750,000

T o ta l £.8,910,000

I.

E X P E R I M E N T S  made by 7*. Farrer, 
Efquire, Layton Stone, EJjex.

T h ree Quarters W heat, which, according to the 
prefent Method o f dreffing for W  heaten Bread,
produce 60 Peck Loaves. ^  s

23d Magck 3 Q l s- W heat coft 55s- per Q t- * 5
Charges to the Mill, is. per Q l-  °  3
Grinding and Dreiiing, $s per Qi.- ___ 9

£ V JT h e



Ci qrs. lb ’

The above 3 Quarters produced 10 r 8 Flour.
2 1  1 4 .  B r a n .

By Grinding and Drefilng o 1 20 Waftc.

[ 7° )

Weight of the Wheat* —  13 o 14
being at 6 i i  Pounds per Bufhel.

Peck 
Loaves.

Now the above 10 C. iqr. 81b. }
Houfehold Flour, at 14 Pounds to > 82 8 Pounds :
the Peck Loaf, render —  )

So that in 3 Quarters of Wheat there is gained, 
in Aid of the Confumption of Bread, 22 Peck Loaves 
and 8 Pounds

Three Quarters o f Wheat, which, according to 
the prefent Method o f dreifing for Wheaten Bread 
render 60 Peck Loaves.

1 7 7 2 .  £  s %

30th March. 3 Qrs. Wheat coil 50s. per. Qr. 7 10 
Charges to the Mill, Drefllng, 
and Grinding o 12

C . qrs. lb.
The above Wheat produced 9 3 1 0  Flour.

2 1*14 Bran,
o i 20 Wafte.

Weight of the Wheat, —  12 2 16
being at 59 lb. per Buihel. — ---------

Peck
XT f 1 Loaves.
Now the above g C . 3 qrs. 10 lb. 1

Houfehold Flour, at 14 Pounds to £78 1 0 Pounds 
the Peck Loaf, render - J
So that in 3 Quarters of Wheat, at 59 Pounds per 

Buihel, there is gai.ied, in Aid o f the Confumption 
or Bread, 18 Peck Loaves and 10 Pounds.

Qiieen



Queen Anne's Wheaten Bread, produced at the 
henourable Houfe of Commons, by Thomas carrer, 
15 November, 1772. Pounds>

Made from T w o  Bufhels of Meal, weighing î 1 a
W hich produced,

Flour ----------  89 Pounds.
Bran ------  21 Pounds.
W aite  ---------- 2 Pounds.

------------------------ 1 12
Peck

Loaves.

T h e  1 1 2 Pounds, Q . Anne's Wheaten 1
Bread, render, at 14 Pounds the* 6 5 Pounds»

Peck ------  -------
According to the prefent Mode of DreiTing the

Wheaten Bread, they would render no more than 5

P So that there is gained, in Aid o f the Consumption
o f  Bread, in T w o  Buihds Queen "  s W hepâ  
Flour, which is the true Houfehold Hour, i r e

L oaf 5 Pounds.

[ 1i  3

K.

M  \ R R  A T I V E  o f  the Proceedings and Experi­
ments by Sir George 2 ~oung, Baronet.

T  N  Purfuance o f  the A d  of Parliament, pafled
1  the Laft Seflion, empowering Juftices o f the 
Peace, and other proper Magiftrates, to pro 1 ,
for a limited T im e, any Bread to be made of a 
Quality than that which was, in the %

;  i “ f t r s í f t h c P ; X  c ó ú n -County o f Devon, and the Magiftrates o f  the Coun 
fy  o f  the City O f r e f o l d  to tffue a fio tata

»
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tion in Purfuance of the faid A f t ;  and* at the lait 
Michaelmas Quarter Sellions, gave the neceflary Or­
ders accordingly ; which Orders have been carried 
into Execution, and enforced from Time to Time, 
ever fince.

The extenfive County o f Devon, though univer- 
fally a Corn Country, and for the moil Part of it 
well cultivated, being entirely an enclofed Country, 
except in the Neighbourhood of the Forefts or 
Mountains of Ex-Moor and Dartmoor, is, notwith- 
ftanding, ill fupplied with Flour ; the Number of 
Meal Men, Flour Men, and Flour Mills, being but 
few, for particular Reafons ; fo that a great Part of 
the Corn grown within the County, is exported to 
the Counties from whence they are fupplied with 
Flour; chitfly Hampjhire and the ljle  of Wight. 
The Sorts of Flour fupplied from thence, at the 
Tim e of the Magiftrates iffuing the above Orders 
of Seffions, were what is called, Firfts, Seconds, 
and Thirds, with fome Middlings. Upon ifluing 
thofe  ̂ Orders, the Bakers and others, throughout 
the County, directed their Correfpondents to fend 
them only the Flour proper for making the Standard 
Wheaten Bread, except fuch Flour as was ftill 
wanted for Penny and Twopenny Loaves, which were 
ftill allowed : Thefe Directions were complied with, 
and in Co.nfequence of them, the Flour fent was 
o f the Sort called Firfts, and what was called by 
the Name of Parliament Flour, which turns out to 
be à Sort nearly correfponding to Seconds, though 
fomethmg inferior, but much Superior to Thirds.

Thus the County was fupplied with proper Flour, 
in Obedience to the Order o f Sellions. Another 
Confequence foon followed : T he Millers and Flour 
Men within the County changed their Bolting Cloths. 
A t  the Time of making the Order, the Bolting 
Cloths, at the feveral Flour Mills, were chiefly of

the



the Sorts w h ich  were fold at Exeter for i 6  s. 18#. 
20 s. 21 s. 2ZS- and as far as 2 4 * ;  ^ie general 
R u n  was about 21 s. Immediately upon the Orders 
being iiTued, thele Cloths were changed for 14/. 
Cloths, which were found to be the Cloths that 
would the neareft give the Flour which fhould 
weigh T h ree  Fourths o f  the Bufhel o f W heat with­
out any M ixture, or other Diviiion : T h e  other 
Cloths were laid afide, and have continued fo ever 
fince. T h e  Cloths thus adopted, inftead of the for­
mer, were likewife found to contain by the W  arp 
and W o o f about 10  Threads by 3 2  in an Inch fquare. 
W ith  thefe Cloths, the Millers and Flour Men, m 
general, drefled the Flour ready for the U f e o f  the
Bakers, in Compliance with the order o f  Selfion ; but 

in fome Parts it was not regarded.
teCbriJlmas 1773, the Màgiftrates o f  the County 

o f  Devon, and o f  the County o f  the City o f Exetei , 
renewed their former Order ; at which T im e  the fol­
lowing Experiment was made at Efcotc, in Prefence 
o f  T h r e e  Tuftices o f the Peace, a Miller, who kept a 
Flour M ill, a Baker and a Farmer ; and it was in­
tended to try what Sort o f Bread would be made, ii 
purfuance o f  the A ct o f  Parliament, and what 
Quantity o f Flour might be produced from a Buihel 
o f  W heat, dreiTed in a proper Cloth purfuant to
Order o f  Seflion.

A  Buihel of Wheat was taken from f o m e T  
Corn grown in the Neighbourhood and colleftedI 
K i n d i  which, being t h e  mixed Produce o e 
Sorts o f Land, was choien as the fair T e ft  o f  the 
Produce of the Crop : T h e  Buihel o f Corn g  
Eight Gallons, weighed 59 Pounds 8 Ounces, ( ^
After being weighed, it was fent to the ^
ground; and, in order to have the full ’ T h e
M iller  was paid in M oney for his T o d .  • •
u M  P r t e f o r  grin d in g  » Buftel o f  W h e a t  there.

t  73 \
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•«•as 4 à. -, but, in order to encourage the Miller to do 
Juftice he had 6d. given him. The Corn thus 
ground, was returned back with little or no Wafte, 
that could be perceived, at leaft none to any 
Amount : It was then dreflcd through a 14 s. Cloth 
or Sieve ; and the Produce in Flour, exclufive o f  the 
coarfe Pollard and Bran, was exactly 44 Pounds 1 o 
Ounces, being Three Fourths of the Weight of the 
Buihel of Wheat, or very near it.

This 44 Pounds 10 Ounces of Flour was then 
made up into Dough, mixing with it Water, Salt, 
and Yeaft ; and the Dough was baked into Four 
Loaves, as nearly equal in Weight as poilible ; and 
the Whole Flour, thus being made into Dough, 
being fuffered to ferment, and rife, by the Ingredients 
mixed with it, was found to weigh, before baking, 
nearly 70 Pounds ; after baking, the Dough thus 
formed into Bread, was decreafed in its W eight 
again, fo that the Four Loaves of Bread weighed 
exadly the fame Weight as the whole Buihel of 
Corn before it was ground.

N  B. In making the Dough, a Quart o f good 
ï eatt was ufed, and a proper Quantity of Salt and 

Water. It is likewife obfervable, that the better 
the Quality of the Corn or Flour, the more Water 
“ lift be ufed to make the Dough.

The Bread produced by this Experiment was an 
exceeding good, white, pleafant, and nutritious 
Bread ; and what is remarkable, kept longer and 
better than the common Sort o f Bread bought of the 
Baker.

After this, the coarfe Flour and Pollard, or Bran 
weighn g 14 Pounds 10 Ounces, was, out o f Curi- 
°l ’ ^ f f t d  a8ain> and reduced to fomething more 
than 9 Pounds, leaving nothing but the plain Bran •
I  his coarfe Hour being likewife made into Dough,' 

and baked, pi odneed a Loaf of Bread, weighing 
about 13 Pounds b Ounces ; and the Bread produced
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by this Experiment was a very good brown Bread, 
though coarfe.

iV. B. T h e  Miller faid, T h at the Bran which re­
mained, was worth about 4 d. at the Country Mar- 
ket.

From thefe Experiments it certainly appeared, 
T h a t  the Standard Wheaten Bread, made of Flour 
drefled through a 14 Shilling Cloth, is ail exceeding 
good, wholefome, and nutritious Bread ; much fu- 
perior to what is commonly ufed by the poorer 
ClaíTes o f  People in moil Tow ns and Cities, and 
even than in the City o f  London, and far beyond 
what is ufed by the poor People in the Country.

It likewife appeared, T h a t  the Standard Wheaten 
Bread cannot be afcertained, without the Concur­
rence o f  the Miller and Flourman, as well as the 
Baker.

It likewife appeared, and was proved, by the E x ­
perience o f  the Gentlemen prefent, and confelled by 
the Miller who attended the Experiments, T h a t a 
greater Proportion o f  the real Produce o f  a Bufhel 
o f Corn was rendered applicable to the Purpofe or 
Food, than a n y  other W a y  -, and the Miller, in par­
ticular, find, T h at he had not had Oceaiion to buy 
fo much Corn, by one Half, finee the Order o f Sefli- 
on which had then continued from Michaelmas to 
Chri/lmas, to fupply the fame Number of Cuftomers,
as he did before.

It likewife appeared, T h a t the Baker, or even any
poor Perfon, might, by the Afliftance o f a Sieve 
made o f  a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, obtain a Flour 
fit to make the Standard IVbeaten Bread,, if they 
could but oblige, or prevail on the Miller to grind 
the Corn ; there being no Difficulty in the 1 roceis. 
Indeed it likewife appeared, upon Enquiry i  nat 
the Generality of the poorer Sort of People, in that 
Part o f  the Kingdom, did, when they could ge 
their Corn ground atthe Grill M ills, and then dn, ^
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ed the Whole through a Cloth, or Sieve, which did 
not divide, or feparate, above Eight Pounds of 
coarfe Pollard and Bran from the Buihel, and 
thus made a good Brown Bread ; and if the Ufe 
o f Hand-Mills were eftablifhed, this would be more 
pra&ifed in the Country.

It likewife appeared, That any given Quantity 
of Flour did, in general, gain One Fourth o f its 
Weight upon being made into Bread : So that a
Flour weighing Three Fourths of a Bufhel o f Corn, 
will bake into exaftly the Weight o f the whole 
Buihel ; and Flour which weighs little more than 
Half the Buihel of Corn, will make into Bread 
which will weigh Three Fourths of the Bufhd : Sup- 
pofing, therefore, the Buihel o f Corn to weigh (as 
n may fairly be ftated to do) about Sixty Pounds, 
Forty-five Pounds Weight o f Flour will make juft 
Sixty Pounds Weight of Bread ; and about Thirty- 
four Pounds Weight of Flour will make juft Forty- 
five Pounds Weight of Bread ; and fo in Proporti­
on for any greater or lefs Quantity, fuppofing the 
Bread to be made o f Standard Flour, that is, o f 
Flour being the whole Produce of the Corn. Thus 
too it appears, that if  a Buihel of Corn weighs Sixty 
Pounds, and the Price is Forty Shillings per Quar­
ter, that is exadtly One Penny per Pound ; and, if  
Standard Wheat en Bread were then fold for One 
Penny per Pound, likewife, Forty-five Pounds 
Weight of Flour, made into Bread, would exa&Iy 
produce the Value o f the Buihel, or Quarter, of
Corn, with a very confiderable Profit to the Miller 
and Baker.

Upon the Whole, the Proceedings of the County 
or Devon and City of Exeter, followed fince by o- 
ther Counties, prove clearly, That in Times of Scar­
city orDearnefs, of Corn, it may be extremely pro­
per for the Magiftrates to enforce the Ufe o f the 
Standard IVbeattn Bread ; and that they ihould be

requir-



required in fuch Cates to enforce it : But this cannot 
be enforced, without putting the Miller, Mealman, 
and Flourman, under proper Regulations; who, 
for want o f  it, have ftood between the Bounty ot 
Heaven and the poor Confumer ; nor is there the 
leaft Doubt, but the lofs to the People, thereby, in 
Food and Treafure, has been exceedingly great. 
T h e  experiments as above related, tend likewile to 
fhow, that the Flour may be afcertained, and the 
Bread made, with very great Eafe and Advantage to 
private Families, and with very fufficient Profit and 
Encouragement both to Miller and Baker ; but that 
it is uniuft to the Baker to leave him, as he is at 
prefent, at the Mercy o f  the Miller, by a partial 
Regulation ; and that the Provifions o f  the late A ct 
o f  Parliament cannot completely benefit the C o ­
rner, without extending them to the Miller, M e a - 
man, and Flourman, as well as to the Baker.
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L .

E X P E R I M E N T S  and O B S E R V A T I O N S  
on Flour and Bread, delivered to the Committee

b y  Dr. Irving.

T O  grind W heat into Flour with the greateft 
Advantage, the Mill-Stones fhould make a- 

bout Sixty Revolutions in a M inute: If fafter, the 
ï o n e s  acquire too much Heat, and give a burnt 
T afte  to the Meal : I f  flower, a Part of it adheres 
firmly to the Bran or Hufk, and cannot be epara <-

Ín F lo u r f  when k e p t  fome Tim e, evaporates a Part

o f  its Moi flare, becomes lefs im b ib e s
lnfes fomewhat o f its agreeable la tte , an 
^greater Portion of W ater in the making o f ^  into
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Dough : The Bread of it appears fmoother in the 
Cutting, whiter in the Grain, dries fooner, and be-

TlTefe Re°rr í " ”  the Bread ° f  new Flour-I hefe Reafons induce the Baker: to prefer old Flour
to nev/ in the making of Bread.

r J !2 K  Y<? ft o f  Sorter docs no t raile Bread fo p e r- 
ly as that produced from Small B e e r  • bciides 

«  *  very bitter to the T arte  : T h e  Baker therefore’

Y e f l f  f " ’ Î!’ |ead ° f  Ul‘ ” g  a r,lfficien> Quantity of 
f ™ l ï p  hc ' eavem" S  of his Bread, mbTes only a 
fmall.Portion of ,t with Flour and Water, made t î
whe T  nce, ° f  a Sy ruP> called Spunge ; which 
when fermented, ,s added to the Flour- and beimî

f t f £ d  ï„p s t , “ into Doi,gh’ ,he * * *  •
This Method, however, o f leavening the Donph

is ufed° S f°  g? ° d 35 that in which Yeaft only S ufed ; as ,t gives the Bread a four Taile freauenr
iy perceptible in that of London Í GnA u riB uen? 
ment, that Three Pound! and Ha f  nf p i  E x f er"

SiiHBí H ? i?“ S
mpoffible to afeertain the e x a ftV p o rtfo n  7 W  t 

fervedŸ y'h ’ S S ^  UDif° rm Pr° P°r,ion ob-

nofihomtTghly m™x“ i'h Wda,°r Î ™ 8" 1 Corn do“
f e a  D ougC  t
ded. In this Cafe r> i • . Alum be ad- 
as he may be likewife when^h^W ^ duce^ t0 it ; 
makes the Dough is verv mndrl WU  ̂ which he 
Property of p u d f y L  " f t  ^  havinS
Experiment of diiTolving the Salt by the
Water, and adding to the Sdution T  ,Bread ^  
would difcover the Earth of Ah™ 'b y ’ S p t



[ 79 1

tation) that the Bakers in London very feldom ufç 
Alum  ; but fubftitute hard Pump Water, with an 
extraordinary Quantity of common Salt -, which, in 
fome Meafure, anfwer their Purpofe, in the working 
o f damaged Flour.

Flour or Bread, freed o f  its Salt, being burnt in 
a Crucible, leaves behind only a very fmall Portion 
o f Earth ; but if Chalk, Lime, W hiting, BoneAfh, 
or any calcareous Subftance, be mixed with either, 
thefe foreign Ingredients will remain unconftimed 
in the Crucible, and the Quantity may be perfectly 
afcertained.

T h e  M ixture o f  thefe Ingredients with Flout or 
Bread may alfo be difcovered, by adding Spirit o f  
Salt well diluted with W ater ; and their Quantity 
known by Precipitation with a fixt Alcali. T h e  fol­
lowing Experiments were made with a View o f  
afcertaining thefe Fadts.

E X P E R I M E N T  ift.

One Pound o f fine Flour burnt in a Crucible, left 
behind Twenty-eight Grains o f  Eart h;  of which 
Nineteen were fandy Matter ; the Remainder folu- 
ble in an Acid.

E X P E R I M E N T  2d.

One Pound of Bread of a Quartern Loaf, freed of 
its Salt by W ater, and treated in the fame Manner, 
gave Forty-three G rains; o f  which Twenty-nine 
were fandy Matter ; the reft foluble by an Acid.

E X P E R I M E N T  3d-

One Pound o f Bread added to Spirit o f Salt,Suf­
ficiently diluted with diftilled Water, gave fcarce 
any Precipitation of Earth, by adding a-fixt Alcali.
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From thefe and other Chemical Trials, feveral 
Times repeated, with Flour and Bread procured in 
many Parts o f London and Weftminfter, the Refult 
was nearly the íame ; except that coarfe Flour and 
Bread contained a few Grains more of earthy Mat­
ter. It evidently appears, therefore that no Frauds 
were prafliied in the above Sam ples.

The Defefts of the London Bread feem to be ow­
ing to the following Caufes :

I ft. j. he Ufe of old Flour in Preference to new ; 
which gives the Bread a lefs favoury Tafte.

2d. The employing Spunge inftead of Y eaftv
which generally gives a four unpalatable Tafte to’ 
the Bread.

3d. Not kneading it fufficiently, but, in Place o f 
that Labour, ufingtoo great a Quantity o f Water ; 
which makes the Bread heavy and unpleafant.

Charles Irving.

T H E  E N D .



T H E

C A S E
O F  T H E

BAK ER , th eM E A L M A N , and the 
poor LABO U R ER ,

S T A T E D .

H E that labours has a Right to eat ; but if the 
Price o f  Bread does not bear that Proportion: 
to the Price o f  Labour, that the Labourer’s 

W ages can purchafe enough to fupport him and his 
Family, he muft (;f we can fuppofe that he ought 
or that he will) ftarve. W hen Matters are come to 
that Pafs, either the Wages o f  the Labourer muft be 
raifed fo as to enable him to purchale Bread, or the 
Price of Bread muft be lowered fo as to come within 
the Reach of his Wages to purchafe it. Whenever 
this Proportion is obferved, or not obferved, T hin gs

F  may
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may be faid to be cheap or dear, whatever nominal 
Kates they are priced at. When Wheat was but 
Ten-pence a Bufhel, it was much dearer than it is 
now, becaufe at that Tim e the Price of Labour was 
but One Penny a Day, as fettled by Law. A  Man 
muft at that Tim e labour Ten Days to earn a Bufh­
el of Wheat ; whereas now, was Wheat Fifty-fix 
Shillings a Quarter, or Seven Shillings the Bufhel, 
which is called very dear, he need but labour Six 
Days, at Fourteen Pence a Day, to earn the fame 
Quantity of W heat; the People therefore muft not 
be milled by Names, as to their Ideas of dear and 
cheap. If the honeft and induftrious cannot live on 
the Wages o f their Labour, Things are too dear, 
and the Cafe muft be remedied. If the honeft andin- 
duftriouscan live on their Wages* Things are not dear, 
whatever Rates and Names the Prices of Things are 
called by. T he Wifdom o f  our old Laws, in gene­
ral, fettled the Proportion betwixt the Price of La­
bour and the Price of Bread from Seafon to Seafon 
according to the Plenty and Dearth of Bread Corn 

^aws this Aifize in particular fettled the 
Weights the Meafure, and the Price of Bread, (al­
lowing the Miller and the Baker, who are equally 
mtitled to the Price of their Labour, their due Pro­
fits), according to the Price of the Bread Corn. This 
was done by accurate Experiments, weighing the 

heat o diffèrent Sorts, examining, by repeated 
Trials, what Weight of Flour could b I  produced 
from a Qiidrter of middling Wheat, and then what 
\\ eight of Bread, adding the Water, Salt, and 
Yêaft, could be made from this Flour. In order to 
fet the Price on this Bread, the Price o f the Wheat

Í Z Í the Wafte in g ^ d in g  and 
dtefhng the Flour, and the Baker's Charge in making
and baking, were added, and the Price, or rather

the
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the Aiïize, o f  the Bread was fixed accordingly. 
T h e  Price o f  Labour was regulated by this Proporti-1 
on, that the honeft and induftrious might live by 
their Labour. T h e  Price o f  W heat is not now out 
o f  Proportion to the Price o f  Labour. How cofhes 
it then that the poor and induftrious Labourer is 
diftreffed for Bread ? T h is  Matter ought to be ex­
plained, and muft be remedied. W here does the 
Fault lie ? Has the Baker exorbitant and difpropor- 
tionate Profits ?

T h ofe  who have examined their Charges, Labotir, 
Pains, and Livelihood, can declare, and do bear 
Teftim ony, that they have not. T h e y  have fo lit­
tle, i f  they duly conform to the Law , that had they 
lefs, they could not live by their Labour, and muft 
leave off Trade. Has the W orld ever feen a Baker 
(One who has followed no other Trade) become a 
rich Man ? T h e  Baker who conforms to the Law , has 
no more than reafonable Profits for his Labour, Pains, 
and Livelihood. How then comes this diftreffing 
and oppreffive Difproportion between the Price o f  
Bread and the Price o f W heat ? There muft be 
fome Profits in fome other Branches which require 
looking into. Let the Miller and Mealman’s Pro­
fits be next examined. It is neceffary to the Relief 
o f  the poor and induftrious Labourer that this M at­
ter fhould be thoroughly fifted ; it is neceffary, to the 
Peace and Quiet o f  the Community, that it ihould be 
thoroughly underftood. T h e  Matter ihould be fairly 
laid before the People, that they may judge in what 
fo much concerns them ; they are capable o f judging, 
and will judge fairly. As on one Hand they muft 
know when they are impofed upon ; io, on the other, 
as they expedt to live by their Labour, they will 
live and let live. By this fair Rule then let us exa-

F  2 mine
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mine the Miller’s (or as I would exprefs myfelf) tl* 
Miller Mealman’s Charges, Pains, and Profits.

Here in this Place, to obviate all Prejudice, and 
to check Violence, I would wifh the People to un- 
derftand that there is not a Trader more beneficial 
to the Publick than the Mealman, fo long as his 
Bufinefs is condu&ed fairly, regularly, and under 
juft Profits ; He is become abfolutely neceiïary to 
the permanent and equal Supply of great Towns ; 
he muft therefore be encouraged, not diftreiTed or 
opprefled : It muft not, however, but be remarked 
on the other Hand, how abfolutely the more necefla- 
ry it becomes to take Heed that he does not eftablifh 
a Monopoly, or become an Extortioner.— Let his 
Charges and Profits, therefore, be fairly and dif- 
pailionately examined ; it will be beft fo done in the 
following Form ‘.— T h e Account will ftate the Mar­
ket Price of the Wheat per Quarter, and the Weight 
of it per Bufhel ; then the Charges for carrying to 
and from the Mill, for grinding and dreílíng : Then, 
on the other Side of the Account, the Produce of 
this Wheat in pure Flour and in Bran, deducing the 
Lofs by W afte in grinding and drefling ; the A c­
count will then ftate the Sum returned by the Price 
o f the Bran ; the Remainder therefore, which muft 
balance the Account, is the Price at what the Flour 
ought to be fold as to give the Miller fimply his fair 
Profits And this will do, where the Circumftances 
of the Market are fuch that the People can deal im­
mediately with the Miller. I muft here repeat what 
I faid above, that the Intervention of the Faótor as 
Mealman is neceiïary in all great Towns : Without 
fuch Interpofition the People could not be fupplied at 
at all Times without great Inconvenience and Lofs • 
they would be very irregularly and very ill fupplied’

and



and often rifque a temporary Dearth. If the Meal­
man has no more than his fair CommiHion, producing 
a fufficient Intereil for his Capital, it is Money well 
bellowed by the Community, and well earned by 
him. I will therefore add next, what I fuppole 
will be thought in the W a y  o f Bufinefs, a reafon­
able Addition o f  Price to the Flour on this A c ­
count. T h e  Accounts ftated on different Sorts ot 
W heat o f  different Prices and different Weights ftand
as follow ;

W heat weighing 58 lb, nett per Bufhel, 
coils 48s. per Quarter.

T o  Three Quarters o f the fame --------------  7 4 0
Charges in Carriage, grinding, and dreifing o u  o

7 1 6 0

T hefe  Three Quarters produced
C .  qrs. lb.

In Flour ~  " 9 2 14
In Bran  ------  ------  51 1

, W a ite   ---------  0 0 48

12  I 2 0

T h e  W eight o f  the W h e a t ,

9 C w t. 2 qrs. 141b. o f  this F lou r, at 37 s# «
6 d. p r  S ack  ------ - 7  4  4 *

2 C w t. I qr. 14 1b . o f  Bran, at 10  s. per
_ O I I  1 0Quarter -  " ____

7 16 2r

So

C 85 3
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So that the whole Flour of Wheat of 48 s. per Quar­
ter, and weighing 58 lb. per Bufhel, ought, fo far as 
the Miller’s Profits go, to be fold at 37 s. 6d. per 
Sack. Now, if we add to this T w o  and a Half per 
Cent. Commiflion, and fuppofe that the Mealman on 
one Hand has no Credit allowed to him, but pays 
ready Money, yet, on the other, gives Three Months 
Credit— this T w o  and a Half per Cent, four Times 
repeated in the Year, gives Ten per Cent per Annum 
Intereft on his Capital ; but if  we fuppofe the Meal­
man or Miller Mealman to give but T w o Months 
Credit, or, as is more generally the Cafe, but Six 
Weeks Credit to the Baker, this will give an Intereft 
between Fifteen and Twenty per Cent, per Annum ; let 
us then add 11 d or Two and an Half per Cent, to the 
37 s* 6d. and this will make the Price 38 s. 5 d, 

per Sack, the Price at which the Mealman ought to 
fell the whole Flour of fuch Wheat as above.

The next Account is of Wheat weighing <olb ter
Bufhel, which coft 5os. per Quarter. §  g  59 P

T o  Three Quarters o f Wheat as above 10 o 
T o  Charges ------------------  - 0 I2 Q

Produce in S 2 o

c. qrs. lbs.

Flour ----------  9 3 10
Bran ---------  — -----  2
W afte ---------  J I *

1 2  2 l6

The



T h e  Flour as above, at 38 s. 2d. 7 10 2
T h e  Bran Ditto, at 10 s. per Quarter 0 11 10

8 2 0

Let us liere, in like Manner, add T w o  and an 
H alf per Cent, about I id. 4-, and this will make the 
Price 39 s. i d. per Sack for the whole Flour ot this 
W heat, as bought o f  the Mealman.

T h e  next Account is o f  W heat weighing better 
than 61 lb. per Buihel, and bought at 55 s. per
Quarter. £

T h ree Quarters o f  this W heat coil 8 5 0
t .  _____ ______ ____ » 0 1 2  oC h a r g e s ---------- --------------

8 17 o

Thefe Three Quarters produce in
C .  qrs. lb.

Flour --------- - 10 1 8
Bran ---------  --------- - 2 1
W aite  — ------ 0 1 20

W eigh t o f  W heat *3 °  J4*  ̂ ^

{  *7 ]

Flour as above, at 40 s. per Sack 8  ̂5
Bran as above, at 10 s. per Quarter

i
o  11 1 0

8 16 11

ere the Mealman, in felling the Hour at 40s., P "  
Sack, has « d. in Three Quarters ihort of theabove 
Profits; but that can be made up in the fupe . S 
the Commiilïon. T h e  Commiflion adds x s. '



Price, fo that the whole Flour o f Wheat weighing 
better than 6 i lb. per Bulhel, and coiling; c,e s Der 
g a r t e r ,  may be fold by the Mealman at 41 s.' per

I f  now the Flour was divided fo as to anfwer nre-

u y 7 ra,1 ^rtS ° f  Bread which the Laws (both 
S C Í  / « Í  C tC squire, viz. Wheaten, 
Standard Wheaten, and Houfehold ; that is to fay,
T he Flour undivided to make the Standard Wheaten 
£read; the Flour fo divided that Half only ftould 
contain fuch Flour as will make real Wheaten Bread,

ï ï  r u u0tí er fe'r Haif fuch as make realHoufehold Bread.

Then, I apprehend, the Prices of the Flour in 
Proportion to the Pr.ce o f the Wheat, would fland
pearly as follow :
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Wheaten per Quarter. 
s.
48
50
55

Standard Wheaten.
38 5
39 i 
41 q

Houfehold per Sack.
J. d.

33
34 2 t  
36 ic4

Wheaten Ditto.
43 
43 
46

11
T1

,  1 ^  n<ï  be P°fltive «  to the precife Exaflnefs of 
the above Proportions ; I think no great Error in

u u W Q̂UIK* ín then;. However I do the 
rather hazard them before the Publick, that whilft I
iim purfuing the Experiments and Inquiries which I
am able to make by the Affiftance of Office and
(bn, e private Friends of the Publick, others goingW

the
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the fame Line may be able to confirm or correct the 
Propofitions which I deduce from them.

Having thus, according to m y beft Judgment, 
ftated what from Experiment and fair Calculation, I 
fay, ought to be the Cafe, I will here annex what in 
the ordinary Courfe o f  Trade is the Cafe.

I will fuppofe W heat to be 44 s. the Quarter. 
T h e  general Courfe o f  the Meal Trade divides the 
Meal o f  a Load o f  fuch W heat as follows, on the 
Suppofition that the Buihel o f  W heat produces 42 lb, 
o f  Flour only.

Houfehold, fo they call the Flour 
which fhould make the Wheaten lb.
Bread. 1080

Seconds 1 2 15
Thirds ■— ■—  — 96
Middlings ---------   289

T h efe  they price and fell as follows :
£ . s. d.

Houfehold 1080, 4 3-f. Per Sack 8 5 104.
Seconds 215,  40 s. Ditto 1 10 8*
Thirds 96, 38 s. Ditto 0 1 3  o i
Middlings 289, 28 s. Ditto 1 8 l o f

T h e  Flour o f  a Load o f  Wheat. 11 1 8 51

T h e Load, or Five Quarters o f Wheat,
at 44. s. per Quarter. 11  0 0

T h e  Bran and Pollard do, as the T rade 
themfelves allow, fufficiently pay for 
the grinding and dreiling, or the M il­
ler’s Profits. T o  balance this A c ­
count, it will be found that the Meal- 
man’s Profit is 0 1 8  5 I

11 18 sl­
o t



er 3 s. 8 d. ± on every Quarter of Wheat, which 
at 44 s. per Quarter, is 8 ± per Cent. This, on a 
Suppofition that the Mealman gives Three Months 
Credit, is, Four Times repeated in the Year, 34 
per Cent per Annum ; giving T w o Months Credit, 
and repeated Six Times in tne Year, is 51 per Cent, 
per Annum; giving only Six Weeks Credit, or re­
peated Eight Times in the Year, is 68 per Cent, per 
Annum.

Now all this is calculated on the Suppofition that 
the Quarter o f  "Wheat does produce only 42 lb. of 
Flour, whereas it will produce from 43Í to 46 
all which muft be added to the Profit. This A c­
count is alfo calculated upon a Suppofition that the 
Bran and Pollard do but barely pay for the Miller’s 
Charges.- When it does more than fo, which I 
fuppoie the Trade will allow it often does, (till more 
muft be added to the Mealman’s Profits.

tn *1° m *' Ie is here tak,en of the Profits accruing to the Mealman, from his being able to form his
Meal by a Mixture of various Sorts o f  Wheat.

AH thcfe are fair and juft, as I think every one 
muft own the T w o  and H alf per Cent, alfo added

î r i ' r t  i?% 2 T E &  

l i t  ̂ Z ': s Cap,tal of Kft“"
theUSkersh',  F *? ?  g° be>'ond ,hefe.me jsaKers, I fhould think, (if they were not rfe-

or"in P a L e S n r ^  * " V  «  « " * £ ■rtnerihip), would conftder the difpropor-

tionate
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tionate Share which the Mealman has o f  the Profits 
gained in the Manufacture o f Bread Corn into 
Bread. T h e  Baker has been long the Servant 
o f  the Mealman, without the Mealman’s allowing 
him Journeyman’s W ages. When this Matter comes 
to be underftood, this will not long hold. T h e  
Price o f  Labour will not at prefent buy Bread : This 
the People feel, and this cannot hold. Can our 
T rade be carried on under the Burthen o f  the 
higher Price o f  Labour ? Melancholy Experience 
tells us, that our Manufactures are already under­
fold at the foreign Market, and H alf our Manu­
facturers are without Employ. Can the Farmer 
afford to pay more to his Servants and Labourers, 
and at the fame T im e fell his Produce for lefs ? A t  
the prefent Kates o f  every Article o f  Houfekeeping 
and Living, can the Landholder pay his Tradefman 
if  he gets lefs for his Eftate ? I f  he cannot, the 
Tradelman muft break through bad Debts, and 
the Mechanic muft ftand idle. W a s  there any 
poilible Means o f attempting to give Redrefs m any 
o f  thefe W ays, the only E ffed  would be that o f 
fhifting the Burthen from Shoulder to Shoulder round 
in a Circle, to the fucceeding Oppreflion o f  every 
One, with the additional Diftrefs o f  all, by Difap- 
pointment in the End : For the real Diftrefs which 
the Poor and Labourer lie under, from the Dispro­
portion o f the Price o f  Bread to the Price o f  L a­
bour, would ftill remain. T h a t  we have feen, arifes 
in the firft Inftance, and in the Main, from the 
Price which the Mealman fets upon the Flour m 
Proportion to the Price o f Wheat.

“  It is in vain to think o f tying down the Bakers 
“  to fell Bread according to the AfTize

[  9 l 1
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“  Market Price of Wheat, and at the fame Tim e 
“  to leave the Millers at Liberty to buy up the 
“  Wheat, and make the Bakers pay what Price 
“  they pleafe for the Flour.”  This is a Conclusion 
drawn from practical Knowledge by Mr. Pelham 
of the Victualling Office, to whofe .Abilities in 
Office the public Service, and out of Office the pub­
lic Good, is much indebted.

I will quote another Authority which will be de- 
ci five on this Point; that of Charles Smith, Efq; 
of Stratford, who in his EfTay on the Corn Trade 
and Corn Laws, fays, “  The Affize Table feems 
“  to want fome Enlargement, no Notice being 
“  therein taken what Price Flour ihould be efteem- 
“  ed to bear in Proportion to Wheat.”  I am hap­
py not only to found my Reafoning upon the A u ­
thority of his Opinion, but to quote him, that, 
at the fame Time that I make my Acknowledg­
ments of the Obligations I have to his Affiftance,
I may declare how much the Public in general’ 
and the poor Labourer in particular, owe to him ; 
for if  there be any Merit towards them in the late 
Bread A d ,  it derives from him in the nril In- 
ílance. I rnuil at the fame Tim e point the Gra­
titude of the Publick to Thomas Farrer, Efq; 0f  
Mark Lane, who is a real Friend of the Poor • 
For to him, if they receive Redrefs in this Article 
o f Bread, and in the Price of Flour, thpy owe the 
firft Steps toward the Remedy. This Article of 
the Price of Flour was formerly, as well as every 
other Article in the making o f Bread from Bread 
Corn, regulated by an Affize. It is now between 
Thirty and Forty Years fince Means were found 
to withdraw it from under the Affize. T he Pro­

priety



priety and Practicability o f  reducing it again un­
der thefe Regulations, was very thoroughly enquired 
into and difcufled. It was found to be dangerous 
to attempt all at once to alter by any pofitive and 
compuliory Regulations the prefent Modes o f di­
viding the Flour ; and it was found imprafticabis 
to attempt any Aflize where there could be no 
A flay fo as to afcertain the Sorts o f Flour, which 
there cannot be while thefe Modes remain. The 
People have been long uied to a K.ind o f  W hitened 
Bread, which has been impofed upon them for 
W hite  Biead, and which they pay for as W heat­
en, although it is not fuch as the Law requires, 
but worfe. W hen a Man has earned his M oney by 
his Labour, he has a Right to lay it out in what 
Sort o f  Bread and Provifion he thinks proper. No- 
thino- in the Law was meant to prefcribe to him what 
Sort he fhould eat. A ll this is by the Law  left to 
the Magiftrate, and to the Juftices in their refpeftive 
Jurifdiftions. There is nothing in the L a w  which 
fays pofitively that the Baker fhall make and fell t.ie 
Standard Wheaten Bread; there is nothing which 
fays that the Miller fhall provide the proper Flour 
for it ; yet it lies with the Difcretion o f  the M agi­
ftrate,’ where he fees it is defired, and may be done 
without Hazard, to introduce it. W henever, in 
the Courfe o f  the Operation o f  this A ft ,  it is teen 
that the Demand o f the Publick calls for Flour being 
the whole Produce o f  the W heat, it will be in the Pow­
er o f  Law to put the Flour alfo under the Aflize. 
But i f  the People do not call for it, would they 
wifh the Law to oblige the Miller to make it ? 
T h e  Remedy is in their own Hands, and they may 
have good and cheap Bread if they pleafe. I he 
Difcretion o f the Magiftrate may lead them to right 
Apprehenfions of the Matter, and to right Habits. 
A n  Aflize upon the Flour will be the proper Rem e­
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dy, and by it the Redrefs in this Matter will be 
com pleat. T he Means o f obtaining a fufficient 
Knowledge how this Remedy may be applied with 
Safety and Effeii:, will neither be wanting nor neg- 
le&ed ; and when the Circumftances of the public 
Confumption are ripe for it, it will be ready at 
their Call.
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A  C O M P A R A T I V E  V I E W
of the Proportions which the Eng-
UJb W E I G H T S  and M E A ­
S U R E S  for W H E A T  and 
F L O U R ,  mentioned in this 
R E P O R T ,  bear to thofe in
Ufe in Ireland.

T H E Engli/h Quarter o f  W heat con­
tains Eight JVincheJier Buihels, which 

Quarter upon an Average, weighs Thirty-two 
Stone, o f  14 lb. Avoirdupoize each Stone.

T h e  Irifh Quarter o f  W h eat is Forty 
Stone. By adding One-fourth Part to the 
Engli/h, you find the Amount in Irijh 
W eight.

T w enty  Four Stone o f  Flour, fit for Eng- 
li(h Standard Wheaten Bread, is e q u a l  in 
Value to an Engli/h Quarter o f  Middling
W h eat------ Adding thereto One-fourth Part,
which makes Thirty  Stone: This is eqxial 
in Value to an Irijh  Quarter o f  Wheat.

N . B . The Englifh Quarter o f  Wheat, 
is fold by Meafure ; the Iri/b Quarter by 
W eight.
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