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The Committee appointed to confider of the Me-
thods practifed in making Flour from Wheat,
the Prices thereof, and how far it may be expe-
dient to put the fame again under the Regula-
tions of an Aflize ; and to report the fame, with
their Opinions thereupon, to the Houfe; in
Obedience to the Order of the Houfe, met on
Friday the Third of this Month,

HEY firft examined the Statute, intituled,
“ Affifa Panis et Cervifie,” made in  the
Fifty-firft Year of the Reign of Henry the

Third ; alfo the Ordinance for Bakers, made in the

Times of Henry the Third, Edward the Firt, or Ed-

ward the Second ; they did alfo examine the Allow-
- ances heretofore made to the Bakers, according to
. the Price of the Wheat, by the Aflizz of the F ifty-firft
- of Henry the Thirds by that in the Time of £dward
the Firft ; by that made in the Twelfth Year of the
Reign of Henry the Seventh; by that made in the
Thirty-fourth Year of the Reign of Queen Elizaberl;
and laftly, by the Book of Affize, publithed by Order
of Council in the Year 1638, in which, for the firft
Time, the Affize was calculated by the Pound A-
voirdupoife and its Parts, as well as by the Pound
Troy.

And Your Committee do find, That the Charge of
grinding and drefling the Wheat into Meal and Flour
wagalways included within the Affize, while the Af-
fize of Bread was fet according to the Price of the
Wheat.

- A 12 They




BN

They next examined the Statute, intituled, ** An
“ Aé to regulate the Price and Affize of Bread,”
made in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Queen #nne ;
and they find therein, that the Magiftrates.and others
authorized to fet an Affize on Bread, were direted by
Law, for the firft Time, in {o fetting the Affize, to have
refpet to the Price of the Meal and Flour, as well as
to that of the Grain. Although the Aflize of the
Bread, as fet in the Aflize Table, is calculated by a
Price of the Bufhel of Wheat; yet that fuppofed
Price of the Bufhel of Wheat is a compounded Price,
as collected by having refpeéi to the Meal or Flour,
as well as to the Grain, together with the Baker’s
Allowance added thereto. © From the Time that the
Aflize of the Bread was fet with refpect to the Flour,
the Miller and Mealman were no longer included
within the Charges whereon the Aflize of Bread was
calculated ; they were from thenceforth at Liberty to
make what Sorts of Flour they fhould pleafe, and to
affix thereunto what Price they thought proper :
Whereas, while the Aflize had refpe¢t to the Grain
only, as from Time immemorial it always had, the
Charges of grinding and dreffing were included in
the Calculation of the feveral Operations of the mak-
ing of Bread from the Grain; and thofe Articles do
accordingly ftand in the faid Calculations.

They find, from the Journals of the Houfe, That
at the Time. of making this Alteration, there were
Petitions-prefented to the Houfe, by the Bakers of
London, by thofe of moft of the great Towns and
Cities, and almoft from every Part of England ; fet-
ting forth, That the fetting the Aflize in this Manner
muft be either impracticable, or a great Oppretiion
to'the Baker.—Several Inconveniencies did arife in
Pradtice ; and Your Committee find, That on the
Second Day of March, in the Year 1735, the Mafter
and Wardens of the Company of Bakers ia the City
of London, in Behalf of themfelves and the reft of

the
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the Bakers within the Bills of Mortality, did prefent
a Petition to the Houfe, in which they fet forth and
allege, Thar the Prices of the Wheat, from whence
the Magiftrate did fet the Affize, and the Prices of
the Flour which the Baker did ufe for the making
the feveral Sorts of Bread by the Law directed, did
rot agree; and that the Allowance which the Affize
made them, was not proportioned to their Charges,
and the Coft of the Materials whereof their Bread
was made.

And Your Committee find, on the 12th Day of
the faid Month, That the Committee who were ap-
poinicd to confider of the faid Petition'did report,
¢ That the Petitioners had fully proved the Allega-
¢ tions of their Petition ; and that the moft certain
« and moft equal Method of afcertaining the Price
¢ and Aflize of Bread within the Bills of Mortality,
with Juftice to the Public, as well'as to the Bakers,
will be, to fix the fame from the Price of fuch
« Flour whereof each Sort of Bread is mads, mak-
“_ing a reafonable Allowance to the Bakeis for every
¢ Bulhel of Flour, proportionable to the ancient and
¢ cuftomary Allowance forevery Bufhel of Wheat.”
This Refolution was agreed to by the Houle, and a
Bill was ordered tobe brought m ™ for the better
« regulating and afcertaining the Price and Aflize
¢ of Bread in the City of Londom, and Parts adja-
¢ cent.”’. A Bill wasaccording to the Order brought
in, but we do not find that the Houfe did proceed
therein.

Here Your Committee beg Leave to obferve, That
although the Remedy, propofed by the Refolution of
that Committee, might have relieved the Cafe of the
Baler 4 yety while the Miller or Mealman was thus
left a‘tii_'jberty o make what Divifions and Affort-
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menrs of Flour he fhould pleafe, and to affix there-
unto what Price fhould to him, from Reafons of his

own, feem meet ; the Poor were ftill liable to be ag-
e grieve
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grieved by a high Price or Affize of Bread, a-
« though the Wheat was cheap ; becaufe, if the Mil-
ler or the Mealman fhould affix a high Price upon
his Flour, difproportionate to the Price of 'Wheats
and the Magiftrate fhould, in the fetting the Affize,
be confined to look to the Price of the Flour only,
as the Refolution propofed, the Bread might be rat-
ed at a high Price, although the Wheat did not re-
quire {uch.

Your Committee next inquired what the Law,
intituled, ““ An A& for the due making of Bread,

(19

and to regulate the Price and Aflize thereof, and
to punifh Perfons who fhall adulterate Meal Flour
or Bread,” paffed in the Thirty-firft Year of the
Reign of George the Second, did intend. - This Law,
they find, fuppofes, That the Whole Flour of the
Wheat is fo divided inte Two Sorts, as that a
Wheaten Bread, and an Honfehold Bread only,
fhould be made for common Sale: That the
Wheaten Loaves were always to be Three Fourths
of the Weight of the Houfehold I.oaves of the fame
Price ; and that the Houfehold prized Loaves were
always to be Three Fourths of the Price of the
Wheaten Loaves of the fame Size. This Wheaten
Bread was fuppofed to be fomewhat finer than the
Wheaten intended by the Eighth of Queen gnne,
but not {o fine as the White Bread intended by that
A&.—The Houfehold, alfo, was thus meant to
have been cf a better and more nutritious Quality
than that of Queen .#an¢ , and the Bread was prized
and affized accordingly as fuch. The Price was
thus fixed on the Public ; but. the A&, as to the
making the Bread intended, was never carried into
Execution. We are not able to difcover that the
Flour was ever divided by the Miller or Mealman,
as the Law fuppofed when it fixed the Affize ; or
that any fuch was ever in the Market, bearing fuch
Proportions, either in its Quality or Price : On the
con-

(13
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contrary, the Mealman appears to have made it by
what Divifions and of what Affortments he pleafed,
and to have affixed thereunto, without Refpect had
toany juft Rule or Proportion, any Prices he pleaf-
ed; fo that, while the Baker, (efpecially in London
and the Parts adjacent) was obliged to make his
Bread of fuch Sorts of Flour as he could purchafe,
or did afterwards himfelf mix the feveral Sorts-as he
found convenient, the Magiftrate, however he might
fet the Affize, could not poffibly know what that
Bread was which he fo affized or prized.

Your Comnittee were confirmed in their Opinion
on this Head, by infpecing and examining the Re-
gifters of the Prices of Wheat and Flour, as kept
= the Books of the Meal Weighers of the City of
London, from September 1759 (when the Act for
regulating the Affize and Price of Bread firlt came
into Operation) to October 1973. They directed
their Enquiry in order to afcertain the Fac&t, Whe-
ther there were, according to the Intent and Mean-
ing of the faid A&, in the Market, for common
Ul and Confumption, Two Sorts of Flour, {uited
to the making the T wo Sorts of Bread only, asin-
tended by the faid A&t fhould be made for Sale;
and whether the Prices of fuch Flour (if any fuch
there were) bore any fixed Proportion, either to the
Wheat, the Bread, or to each other, fo as to fuit
the Prices and Affize fixed by that Aé.

Your Committee examined Fofeph How, who
has been a Meal Weigher from before that Peri-
od; and alfo William Mar/fball, who has been a
Meal Weigher for the laft Scven Years, to the
Mode of . their collecting the Prices of the Wheat,
and of the Flour ; to the Truth of thefe Regifters;
and alfo to the Sorts of Flour which are ufually in
the Market ; and do find, Thatasto the Price of
the Wheat, they colle& it from the Sellers Market

Books, and check it by thofe of the Buyers; and
return
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return the Prices, with the Quantities fold, to the
chief Magiftrate ; which Prices are thofe regiftered
in the Books of their Office: That as to the Flour,
there were in the Year 1759, and have been ever
fince, Three Sorts always in the Market s, viz.
Firfts, Seconds, and Thirds; but that the  Meal
Weighers never take Account of the Price or Sale
of any other than the Firft Sort, which is improperly
termed Houlehold, being faid to be intended for
maxing the Wheaten Bread ; and that this js ge-
nerally returned and regiftered at One Price, not-
withftarding the Price of Wheat varies Very con-
fiderably ; ard this fineft Sort is what always has
been and-is chiefly fold in the Market for the ge-
neral Confumption.

Your Committee next examined Mr. Pards Alles
(a Mealman) and it appeared, That of late they uiu-
ally make up their Wheat to a Standard of 63 Pounds
to a Bufhel, by adding fuch a Quantity over and
above the Meaflure of the Bufhel, as the Wheat in
Meafure is beneath that Weight ; vet we find, that
the Price of the Flour per-Sack, has varied from
the Price of the Wheat. per Quarter, through all
Proportions, from One to Eleven Shillings Diffe-
rence, ’ :

Your Committee wifhing to know whence this
Variation did afifé; and whether the Mealman did
of late ufe a different Drefling or Affortment—
They did not receive any Information on that Head ;
they were however afterwards informed by the Maf-
ter of the Bakers Company, who is a Miller, that
they now drefs the Houleholds through a Twenty
Shilling Cloth, and the Refidue through a Sixteen
Shilling Cloth for Seconds ; which Your Committee
apprehend to be a coarfer Drefling than fhould be
for the. Wheaten Bread intended by the A&, efpe-
cially s it appears from the Report of the Com-

miflioners
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miffioners of the Victualling Office, dated Fune 10,
1774, hereunto annexed (B), and herein after more
particularly referred to, That a Drefling through a
One and Twenty Shilling Cloth, as therein de-
fcribed, 1s the proper Drefling for the Whole Flour,
in order to produce the Flour duly fuited to the
Wheaten Bread. This Miller, the Mafter of the
Bakers Company, further informed Yotr Commit-
tee, That he had, fince the pafling of the Bread
A& of laft Seflion, drefled for the Bakers, as ufual,
Houfeholds, Seconds, and Thirds. |

Mr. Pardo Allet, alfo of the Bakers Company,
who is 2 Mealman, informed Your Committee, That
he ufed the, Wire Machine now applied to the Dref-
fing of Flour, and that he dreffed the Meal through
the different Numbers, from N° 58 to N° 62 for
Houfholds, and the Refidue for Middlings through
the different Numbers, from N°46 to N° 56. In
order to explain the Nature of this Evidence, we beg
Leave to refer to Three Letters inferted in the Ap-
pendix (E. 1, 2, 3,) from-Mr. Miln of Manchefier,
the Patentee Maker of Wire® Machines for drefling
Flour, to Mr. Pelbam, Secretary of the Victualling
Office, dated 7anuary the Firft, February the Second,
and May the Fourth, 1774 : Alfo to the Manufactu-
rers Memorandum of feveral Bolting Cloths whichare
moft commonly ufed, defcribed by their Denomina-
tions, and by the Number of Threads which are n
the Warp, and in the Shoot or Woof, in an Inch
Square; which isalfo inferted in the Appendix (K).
Reference had to thofe, will inform the Houle what
the Sortsof Drefling are which the Evidence above
defcribes, and will confirm (whatever Names the fe-
veral Sorts of Flour at different Times be called by)
the Evidence which we received from the Meal
Weighers, That the fame Affortments of the Flour,
viz. Houfeholds, Seconds, and Thirds, are now in

the Market as bave been heretofore, but thatsthe
ort
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Sort which is principally and in the main Quantity
{old there, is the Houfholds ; which the Mode 9F
Drefling above defcribed provides for accordingly in
the greateft Quantity.

Your Committee, in order to give the more cer-
tain Information to the Houle, as to the Variations of
the Difference between the Prices of the Flour per
Sack of 280 Pounds, and the Prices of the Wheat
per Quarter, have extracted from the Meal Weigh-
ers’ Books, and ftated the relative Proportions of
thefe Prices between the Flour and the Wheat of the
fame Time, as they were found to ftand in diffe-
rent Periods, from September 1759 toOctober 1773
and they have annexed the fame to this Report (D).

The Difference of Price between the Price of the
Cack of Flour and the Price of the Quarter of
Wheat, as they ftood at the fame Time, appears to
have varied from One Shilling to Eleven Shillings.
When it appears that the Miller and Mealman’s
Charges, for grinding and drefling, have been always
at or nearly the fame Rate per Quarter; and that the
Houfehold Flour ‘has always been {uppofed to be of
(or nearly {o) the fame Finenefs, being intended for
the fame Sort of Bread ; Your Committee are una-
ble to account for thefe Deviations of Proportion by
any juft kule of Charge and Profit. . |

Upon the Whole of this Point, Your Committee
are not able to find that any f{uch Divifion was ever
made of the Whole Flour into Two Sorts only, {0
as [pecially fuited to make the Two Sorts of Bread
only, namely, Wheaten and Houfehold, as the A&
of the "Lhirty-firlt of George the Second requires :
nor that thiere were in the Market any Sorts, which,
either-in Proportion of Quality, Quantity, or Price,
anfwered this intended Supply of fuch Two Sorts of
Bread ; nor that any Quantity of the Whole Flour
of. the Wheat, fuch as is directed by the “ A& for
*.the better regulating the Aflize and the due mak-

: €c 5
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* ing of Bread,” the Standard Wheaten Bread
fhould be made of, has been in the Market; nor
can they find that Mr. Fonathan Rogers, Mafter of
the Bakers Company, who is a Miller, and does not
follow the Baking Trade, (although at the Com-
mencement of the faid A& the Company did, as he
informed Your Committee, by Advertifement, re-
commend it to the Trade to comply with the A&, if
they could get the Flour) did ever drefs any Stan-
dard Wheaten Flour, except T'wo Sacks for a Trial,
for Mr. #yat, One of the Wardens of the Compa-
ny : Nor that Mr. Pardo Allet, allo 'a confiderable
Member of the faid Bakers Company, who is a Meal-
man, did ever drefs more than Threc Sacks, which
he informed us he drefled for the Baker who took
hisShop. On the contrary, Your Committee find,
That the Mealmen go on todrefs and prize their
Flour, without any Refpe¢t had to the Bread direﬁed
to be made either by the A¢ of the Thirty-firft of
George the Second,or to that of the Thirteenth of His

B R g . Ty

prefent Majefty ; by which Modes much the greateft

Portion of the Whole Flour is conftantly thrown in-
to that Affortment which is called Houfeholds, the
Reft and Refidue being Middlings only, fuchasis
chiefly ufed for Bifcuit Stuff, as Mr, Pardo Allet in-
formed Your Committee; and which Houfeholds
are prized at a Rate which Half only of the Whole
Flour fhould have borne ; while the {mall Refidue is
again divided into further Aflortments, ftill more
remote from anfwering the Regulations of the Laws,
as they direct the feveral Sortsof Bread to be made.

In order precifely to ftate this Matter to the Houle,
Your Committee next examined the Reports of the
Commiffioners of the Victualling Office, made to the
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, and dated May
goth, fume 1oth and 11th, 1774, and which were
referred to this Your Committee. Thefe Reports

ftate the Iflue of fundry Experiments made by that

Board
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Board, as to the Pradlicability and proper Mode of
drefling the Flour of Wheat, conformable to what
the Laws for the due making of Bread require, and
as to the Produce of fuch Flour from Wheats of va-
rious Sorts —The Facts are o clearly demonftrated
by thofe Experiments, and the Accounts are fo
diftin¢tly drawn up, that Your Committee cannot
better point their Information to the Houfe, than by
directing it in a Reference to the Reports themfelves
(A, B, C).

Your Committee however beg Leave to oblferve,
‘That the Proportion of the Average Quantity of the
Whole Flour in Weight, produced (when dreffed
through a Bolting Cloth as therein defcribed, or
throngh a Wire Machine as  therein alfo defcribed)
to the Average Weight of all Sorts together of
Wheats, from 51 /6. p » Bufhel, to 61 /b. per Bufhel,
1s nearly Three Fourth Parts of the Average Weight
of the Bufhel : That the Proportion of the Weight
of the Flour to the Weight of the Wheat, in Wheats
under 57 /b. per Bufhel,.is lefs than Three Fourths ;
but that in Wheats above that Weight of 57 /b. per
Bufhel, the Proportion in Flour is Four Fifths and up-
wards. '

Your Committee next examined Henry Pelbam, Efq;
(Secretary to the Victualling Office) as to the Truth
and Exactnefs of the Accounts annexed to the {aid
Report, and inftituted on the Experiments made ;
he acquainted Your Committee, that he had examin-
ed the fame, and that he found them right: He was
then defired to give the Committee fuch Obfervati-
ons as he had made relative to the Making of Flour
and Bread; 1n Anfwer to which he referred to fundry
Experiments inftituted by him, and made under his
Direttion, which are hereunto annexed (G): He
alfo delivered in a Paper of Obfervations and States
of Accounts on this Subjet, as what would give to
v the Committee the beft Information that he was able
to lay before them ; this was accordingly read, and is
hereunto annexed (H). Your

- ] p " cas
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Your Committee beg Leave to obferve, from the
Accounts ftated and referred toin the faid Reports and
Papers, That although the Baker cannot afford to
make, and has therefore never made, the Treal
Wheaten and Houfehold Bread, as intended to be
made by the A& of, the 311t of George the Second,
while he is obliged to buy his Flour of the Mealman,
under the Affortment and at the Prices which the
'T'rade in general make and charge ; nor the Standard
Wheaten Bread as intended by the A& of the 13th
of His prefent Majefty : Yet ‘that if the Baker
cither buys his own Wheat, or that the Grinding and
Drefling are fuch, and the Price forcharged as thofe
A&s fuppofe (which with full and-ample Allowance
to- the Miller, Mealman, and Baker they can be)
the Baker is very fully enabled to make fuch feveral
Sorts of Bread as the Law requires, and to fell them
at fuch Price as the Law direéts, with a confiderable
Profit over and above the Allowance which the Law
and the Magiftrate make him,  according to the
prefent Setting of the Aflize on Bread ——Secondly,
‘That while the Mealman can obrain £. 1. 4s. 8d.
on the Grinding and Drefling of a Load or Five
Quarters of Wheat, according to the general pre-
fent Mode of thewTrade, he will never drefs or
prize his Flour otherwife While the Baker, buy-
ing his Flour of ‘thofe Affortments, and at thofe
Prices, is to lofe on the Houfehold Bread of the 31t
of George the Second, Twenty Shillings and One
Penny of the due Piofic which he ought to have on
Sixty Peck ILoaves of the fame ; and while in like
Manner (if he is to buy his Flouras before) he
s to lofe on the Standard Wheaten Bread of the
13th of His prefent Majefty, One Pound and a
Penny Farthing on One Hundred and T wenty Peck

Lisaves, he never will or can make either the one or

the other.
" Thirdly,
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Thirdly, That until the Mealman is obliged to
drefs the Flour into fuch Sorts as are fuited to the
Sorts of Bread which the Law intends fhould be
made ; that is to fay, into the Whole Flour, as it
1s defcribed in the A¢t for the better regulating the
Afhize, &c. pafled laft Seflions, for the ‘Standard
Wheaten Bread ; or by fo dividing the Whole Flour
into T'wo Sorts only, as fhall be fuited to the Wheaten
and Houfehold Bread, as dire¢ted by the A of the
31ft of George the Second; and until fuch Whole
Flour, and fuch Sorts of Flour, are fold at Prices
proportioned to the Price of Wheat on one Hand,
and to the Price of Bread on the other ; all Regu-
lations refpecting Bread muft be nugatory ; all Affize
on Bread .impraclticable, or otherwife oppreflive to
the Farmer on one Hand, or to the Baker on the other ;
and in the End a Grievance to the poor Labourer,
Mechanic, and Manufaéturer.

Lattly, It appears to Your Committee, from the
Reports of the Commiffioners of the Vitualling Of-
fice, that the Flour may eafily, and by lefs Labour
than is ufed in the Modes ordinarily practifed, be fo
divided ; and that the Whole Flour may be made
the Standard for the Regulations of an Aflize of
Flour, in Proportion to the Value of the Wheat ,
and that the Sorts arifing from the Divifion of this
Whole Flour into Two equal Moieties, may be
afhzed in Proportion thereto, by fetting the Price of
the Houfehold (that is to fay, that Flour which is
intended for the Houfehold Bread) One Eighth lefs
than the Standard Wheaten, and the Wheaten Flour
One Eighth more than the Standard Wheaten, and the
Houfehold Flour One Fourth lefs than the Wheaten
Flour ; fo as the Wheaten and Houfehold Flour to-
gether fhall make up the Price of the Standard
Wheaten, or Whole Flour ; which Regulations will
precifely fuit the Proportions that the Law hath pre-
fcribed to the Affize of the feveral Sorts of Bread.

Your
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Your Committee next examined Thomas Farrer,
Efquire, as to the Truth of fundry Experiments,
and of Accounts inftituted thereon, which had been
communicated by him, refpecting the Quantity of
Flour, and of Bread, produced from different Sorts
of Wheat; and he acquainted the Committee,
That the Experiments had been made by his Di-
retion, and under his own Infpection ; and that
the Accounts were right: Thefe Experiments and
Accounts are alfo annexed to this Report ().

One of the Members of this Committee laid be-
fore your Committee, a Narrative of the Proceed-
ings refpecting the carrying the Bread Aét of laft
Seflions into Execution in the County of Devon,
and in the City of Exerer ; allo, of fundry Expe-
riments made at that Time by himfelf, with Two
other Juftices, and others, refpecting the making of
Flour and Bread, as more particularly relating to the
Operation of the Provifions of the faid A, with
his Obfervations thereupon ; which we have, for
the further and fuller "Information of the Houlfe,
annexed to this Report (K), and to which we beg
Leave to refer.

Do&or Charles Irwin having been defired to analyfe
Flour and Bread taken from different Parts in Lon-
don, in order to afcertain, as far as the {fame could
be done, whether there were any Adulterations of
the Flour, or any undue Mixtures, to be found in
the common Bread of London, and what fuch were;
as alfo what” were the Defects ; as to him, from the
Inftitution of his Experiments, fhould appear; he
attended Your Committee, and delivered in an Ac-
count of the Procefs of fuch Experiments, as he
had made, and his Reafoning thereupon. ~ As it ap-
pears to Your Committee, that it is of Confequence
to the Public, not only that they fhould be apprifed
of any Defects which may appear, but alfo that any

Prejudices as to the Exiftence of fuppofed Frauds;;_
i
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if fuch on Experiments fhould be found not to exift,
fhould be removed, we have annexed this the Doc-
tor’s Account (L), and beg Leave to refer to it.on -
this Head.

Finally, Your Committee came to the following
Refolutions ; wiz.

Refolved,

That it appears to this Committee, That until
the Statute, intituled, “ Afifa Panis et Cervifie,”
made in the Fifty-firft Year of the Reign of Henry
the Third, was repealed, by an A&, intituled, *“ An
“ A& to regulate the Price and . Aflize of Bread,”
pafled in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Queen
Anne, the Charge of the Grinding and Drefiing the
Corn into Meal. and Flour was included in the
Affize which was fet upon Bread from the Price of
Wheat.

Refolved,

That it appears to this Committee, That the fet-
ting any Aflize on Bread, and the fixing a Rare
upon the Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit of
the Baker, fo longas the Miller or Mealman is at
Liberty to make what Sorts of Flour he fhall
pleafe, and to affix thereunto what Prices he fhall
in like Manner-pleafe, for his Labour, Pains, Live-
lihood, and Profit, is either impracticable, or muft
be injurious to the Baker, or a great Burthen to the
poor Labourer, Mechanic, and Manufacturer.,

Refolved,

That it appears to this Committee, That the Evils
arifing from there being no Reftraint, either with
refpect to the Sorts of Flour that are made, or to
the Prices at which they are fold, may be remedied
by fetting, {uch an Aflize upon Flour as fhall be
found juft and reafonable, with refpect to the Ave-
rage Market Price of Wheat. :

Refolved,
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Refolved, :

That it appears to this Committee, That the
Whole Flour of Wheat is in general, as it hath
always proved to be, in Weight nearly Three
Fourth Parts of the Weight of the middling Grain.

Refolved,

That it appears to this Committee, That, ac-
cording to the ancient Cuftom of the Land, every
Twentieth Grain, or Five per Centum of the Weight
of the Wheat, is full and {ufficient Toll for the Mil-
ler’s Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit.

Refolved,

That it appears to this Committee, That every
Miller, if the Law does not at prefent oblige him
{fo to do, fhould, under certain Reftritions, be ob-
liged to grind and drefs all fuch Wheat as fhall be
brought to his Mill by any Perfon requiring the
fame.

Re/olved,

That it appears to this Committee, That Forty-
two Pounds Avoirdupoife of the Whole Flour,
when fold at the Mill, 'is equal in Value to the mid-
dling Price of a /#incheffer Buthel of middling
Wheat at the fame Time.

Refolved,

That it appears to this Committee, That the
Magiftrate, Magiftrates, and others, who isand are
by the Laws now in being authorized and impowered
to f{et the Affize and fix the Price on Bread, fhould
be authorized and impowered in like Manner to fet
the Aflize and fix the Price of Flour.

Rt_’fO!'de, \ (

That it appears to this Committee, That when
the Magiftrates, who are by the T.aws now in being
authorized fo to do, fhill have prohibited any Bread
purporting to be of a f{upenor Quality, or fold at
an higher Price than the Standard Wheaten Bread,

from being made for Sale, they be impowered in
B like
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Jike Manner to prohibit, if they think proper, ‘any
Flour purporting to be of a fuperior Quality, and
fold at an higher Price, than the Whole Flour of
Wheat, from being made for Sale, or fold, except
for the Purpofes of making fuch fmall Bread as may
then be allowed (by Licence under the Hand and
Seal of fuch Magiftrate) or for the Purpofes of Paf-
try and Confetionary.
Refolved, :

That it appears to thic Committee, That the faid
Magftrates fhall, in order to enforce the Regulations
made. refpecting -the Standard Wheaten Bread, be
empowered to order, if they think proper, that no
Miller or Mealman fhall ufe, during the Continuance
of fuch their Order, any Bolting Cloth finer than herein
defcribed ; that is to fay, A Cloth Six Feet .in
Length, and Six Feet Seven Inches in Breadth at
the Head, and Six Feet Broad at the Tail, com-
pofed of Woollen Yarn, and weighing One Pound
when new, having Thirty-two Threads to an Inch
in the Warp, and Twenty-cight Threads to an
Inch in the Shute, and what is at prefent known
and commonly called a Thirteen Shilling Cloth :
Nor any finer Wire Sieve, or Machine, than that
which confifts of Forty-two Wires to an Inch both
Ways, and the Weight of Six Inches fquare of which
15 One Ounce and One Dram.

APPE N-
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N your Letter of the 8th of March laft, you

were pleafed to tran{mit us a Letter from Mr.
Cooper, one of the Secretaries of the Treafury, to the
Right Honourable the Lords Commiffioners of the
Admiralty, inclofing a Memorandum from Gov. Pow-
nal,requefting that fome Experiments might be made
at this Office relating to the Dreffing of Meal, and fig-
nifying the Defire of the Right Honourable the Lords
Commiffioners of his Majefty’s Treafury, that Ex-
periments might be made accordingly: And the
Direttions of the Right Honourable the Lords Com-
miffioners of the Admiralty having been fignified to
us by your faid Letter, to caufe Experiments to be
made agreeable to the Governor’s Requeft, and to
report to their Lordfhips the Refult thereof ;

We pray Leave to acquaint you, for the Infor-
mation of their Lordfhips, that the Governor’s Re-
queft confifts of the following Heads; viz.

1, To afcertain, when the Whole Meal of
Wheat is intended to be fo drefled, as that the
Whole Flour may be feparated from the Bran,
Hull, by whatever Names they may be called,
what that Bolting Cloth is, which will beft and
neareft perform that Operation.

2dly, To afcertain, when the faid Whole Flour
of the Wheat is intended to be fo divided, as that
One Half only, containing the fineft Parts, may
be feparated, leaving behind the other Half, con-
B 2 tains
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taining the coarfer Parts, what Bolting Cloth will
beft and neareft perform that Operation. :

3dly, That Two Wire Machines might be or-
dered to be made ; which would perform the faid
Operations.

4thly, That in afcertaining the Bolting Cloths,
the Weight of them be marked, when new, either
by the Yard {quare, or the Price of given Dimen-
flons, and what Number of Threads are contained
in an Inch fquare, both in Warp and Shute.

sthly, That the Wire of which the Bolting Ma-
chines fhall be made, be defcribed, and how many
Wires there are both Ways, in an Inch f{quare, as
fixed and numbered by the Maker,

6tbly, That in making the faid Experiments of
{eparating the Whole Flour from the Hull, the En-
quiry be inftituted on Wheats of all Weights fepa-
rately, both of new and old Wheats, and upon fuch
a Mixture jointly, as might form an Average for
the Whole; marking the Weight of the Wheat,
the Wafte in grinding and drefling, and the Weight
of the Whole Flour; and the Weight of the Bran
and the Hull, and the Weight of the Whole Flour,
from a Bufhel of Wheat of all the Sorts feparately,
and of the Whole jointly.

In order to comply therewith, we ordered Seven
Parcels of Five Quarters of Wheat each, of ‘the
Growth of the laft Year, and of the following Weights,
to be bought ; wviz.

Pounde,

Five Quarters of 52 per Bufhel.
- &« Five Quarters of 53 per Ditto.

Five Quarters of 55 per Ditto.

Five Quarters of 57 per Ditto.,

Five Quarters of 59 per Ditto.

Five Quarters of 61 per Ditto.

Five Quarters of 62 per Ditto. -

In
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In Purfuance of which, our Officers purchafed
Seven Parcels of Wheat of Five Quarters each, of
the Growth of the laft Year, as near the above
Weights as they could meet with ; wvrz.
Pounds oz. dr.

Five Quarters of 51 14 9 3& per Bufhel.
Five Quarters of 53 3 o — per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 55 0O 6 3¢ per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 56 15 12 35 per Ditto.
Five Quartersof 59 o 8 — per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 60 10 4 3% per Ditto,
Five Quartersof 61 ¢ 14 4 per Ditto,

And the Account (N° 1) enclofed, fhews the
Wafte in grinding of each Parcel ; alfo the Weight
of the Flour of the Whole Wheat produced there-
from, drefled through a Thirteen Shilling Bolting
Cloth ; alfo of the Bran, and how much the faid
Flour turns out from a Bufhel of Wheat from each
Parcel ; allo the Weight of Bran from Ditto: And
how much the faid Flour and Bran comes out from
a Bufhel of Wheat, upon an Average of the Seven
Parcels. And wé are to obferve, that there doth
not appear to us to be-any Bolting Cloth that will,
at One Dreffing, clear the Bran and Pollard fo tho-
roughly from the Flour, but what fome very
fmall Portion of the fineft Part of the Pollard will
remain therein; unlefs the Bolting Cloth be fo fine
as to give Room for a great deal of the Flour to
pafs off with the Bran. But we apprehend that a
Thirteen Shilling Cloth will, at One Drefling, clear
the Meal from the Bran and Pollard fo nearly, as to
produce what may be very well deemed the Whole
Flour of .the Wheat, or Standard Wheaten [lour.

Governor Pownal having, fince his Memorandum
before mentioned, fignified lis Defire that Experi-
ments on Three or Four Parcels of fuch Wheat as

is moft common in Market for Bread, might be
made
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made through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, we made
Enquiry concerning thofe Sorts, and ordered ousr
Officers to buy,
Pounds,

Five Quarters of Wheat of 58 per Bufhel.

Five Quarters of Ditto of 59 per Ditto.

Five Quarters of Ditto of 60 per Ditto.

Five Quarters of Ditto of 61 per Ditto.

And to caufe Half the Meal that fhonld be pro-
duced therefrom to be dreffed through a Fourteen
Shilling Cloth, and the other Half through a Thir-
teen Shilling Cloth, In Purfuance of which they
purchafed the following Parcels, being as near the
Weights dire&ted as could be met with; vsz.

Pounds oz, dr.
Five Quarters of 58 1 ¢ 2& per Bufhel.
Five Quarters of 58 15 14 435 per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 59 13 g & per Ditto.
Five Quarters of 61 0 o — per Ditto.

And having drefled Half the Meal arifing there-
from, through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, and the
other Half througha Thirteen Shilling Cloth, the
Account enclofed (N° 2) fhews the Weight of
Flour and Bran produced at One Dreffing through
a Fourteen Shilling Cloth ; and the Account (N° 3)
the Weight of Flour and Bran, produced at one
Drefling through the Thirteen Shilling Cloth: So
that by comparing thofe Accounts, the different
Produce arifing from drefling with the faid Cloths,
will appear in the cleareft Manner.

And with refpect to the Defcription of the faid
Cloths, they are each of them Six Feet in Length,
and Six Feet Seven Inches in Breadth at the Head,
and Six Feet broad at the Tail, and are compofed
of Woollen Yarn, and weigh One Pound each when
new. And the Thirteen Shilling Cloth confifts of

Thirty-
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Thirty-two Threads to an Inch in the Warp, and
of Twenty-eight to an Inch in the Shute. And the
Fourteen Shilling Cloth confifts of Forty Threads
to an Inch in the Warp, and Thirty-fix to an Inch
in the Shute.

And with regard to that Part of the Governor’s
Memorandiim which defires that it may be afcertain-
ed what Sort of Bolting Cloth will, at One Opera-
tion, feparate the fineft Half of the [lour from the
coarfer Half ;. we beg Leave to obferve, that we do
not believe, from the Trials which have been made,
that any One Sort of Bolting Cloth will perform that
Operation : But we have Room to think that the
End may be obtained by drefling through Two dif-
ferent Cloths; and our Officers are under Orders
to try how far this may fucceed, and we fhall
very fhortly make a Report thereof to their Lord-
{hips. '

"\)Ne befpoke, and have very lately received Two
Wire Machines for drefling of Flour, from the
Patentee at Manchefter ; Oneof which 1s intended
to try whether the Whole Fiour of the Wheat can
be feparated at One Operation, and the other to al-
certain, whether at One Operation, the finer Half
of the Flour can be feparated from the coarfer Half ;
and we have ordered them to be forthwith fet up
at His Majefty’s Mills, and Trials to be made how
they will anfwer: which we fhall report to their
Lordfhips asfoon as poffible.

We beg Ieave, laftly, to obferve, That Gover-
nor Pownal, in _his Memorandum, defired that the
Experiments mentioned therein might be made both
fiom new and old Wheats ; but as we were inform-
ed, upon Enquiry, that there was then very little,
if any, Difference between the Wheats of the
Growth of the lait Year, and thofe which were
older; and that it would be very difficult to meet

with the latter of the different Weights that were
judged

A
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judged expedient to be made Trial of, we thought
it the moft certain Way to make Ufe of the Wheats
of the Growth of the laft Year for the feveral Fx-
periments, and gave Directions therein accordingly ;
but if the Governor fhould think it material to have
any older Wheats made Trial of, we fhall endea-
vour to procure fuch as he may point out for that
Purpofe. We herewith return Mr. Cooper’s Letter,
and Governor Pownal’s Memorandum which accom-
panied the fame; and are,

S IR,
Your moft humble Servants,

Ja* Wallace, Rob* Pert, Fonas Hanway,
Thas Colby, A. Chorley.

Philip Stephens, Efquire,
Secretary of the Admiralty,

N°r1 An
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B.

Copy of a Letter from the Commiflioners for

. victualling His Majefty’s Navy, to Philip
Stepbens, Efquire, Secretary of the Admiralty,
dated 10th Fune, 1774.

N our Letter of the 3oth of laft Month, we ac-
quainted you, for the Information of the Right

Honourable the Lords Commiflioners of the Admi-
ralty, that we did not believe, from the T'rials which
had been then made, that any One Sort of Bolting
Cloth would, at One Operation, feparate the fineft
Half of the Flour from the coarfer Half; but that
we had Room to think the End might be obtained by
drefling through Two different Cloths. And from
the T'rials that have been made fince, it appears, that
a Thirteen Shilling Cloth and a Twenty one Shilling
Cloth, by being made Ufe of in the Manner defcribed
in the inclofed Account (N°. 1) will come as near
the Matter as can be reafonably expected.

We further acquainted you, that we had received
Two Wire Bolting Machines from Manchefter, for
drefling of Flour; One of them calculated to take
out the Whole Flour of the Wheat at One Opera-
tion 5 and the other for feparatirg, at One Operation,
the finer Half of the Flour fiom the coarfer Half :
And Trial having been fince made of the faid Ma-
chines, it appears by the enclofed Account (N°. 2)
that the Machine which was marked (A), and calcu-
lated to feparate the Whole Flour of the Wheat at
One Operation, produces Flour, in Quantity and
Quality as nearly «qual as can be reafonably expedt-
ed, to the Flour drefled through a Thirteen Shilling
Cloth; and thf:l‘r.f()re WwC appréhend “1]1 an{wer [he
Purpofe intended. The Defcription of the Wire
Work of this Machine, is upon the faid Account
(N°. 2). 4

But
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But with refpect to the other Machine, which was
defigned to feparate, at one Operation, the finer
Half of the Flour from the coarfer Half; we find
upon Trial, that it will not anfwer that End, without
undergoing fome Alteration.

No, 1.

An ACCOUNT, fhewing what Bolting Cloths will,
on drefling of Flour, divide the fame into the finer
Half for Wheaten Bread, 4nd the coarfer Half for
Houfehold Bread ; fo far as Experiments have been
made ; viz.

Flour, 1,956 Pounds 8 Ounces,
which was drefled thro’ a 13 Shil-
ling Cloth ; being drefed again thro’

Flour from 5 }|a 27 Shilling Cloth, with a Partition
Qrs. of Wheat, placed in the Bolting Mill, at 3 Feet
weighing 591b. |7 Inches on a Medium from the
120z. and 6dr. Head of the faid Mill, pTOdUCGd,

4%, drefled thro’
a 13 Shilling i 1 the Upper In the Lower

Cloth, amount- Divifion. Divifion.
ed to

Fineft Flour. Coarfer Flour.

Pounds. |0z dr. {| Pounds.|oz. |dr. || Pounds.| oz. [dr.

——

e

1,05688 F—lI 959 |—|— 992 | —

N. B. The above Dreffings divide the wnole Flour
of the Wheat, Half into the finer Sort, and Half
into the coarfer Sort, within 33 Pounds, out of 1,956

Pounds 8 Ounces,
N°. 2. An
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Copy of a Letter from the Commiflioners for
viGtualling His Majefty’s Navy, to Phil'p
Stepbens, Efquire, Secretary of the Admi=
ralty, dated 11th Fune, 1774.

N addition to our Letter of Yefterday’s Date, re-
lating to the Experiments of drefling of Flour,
we pray Leave to acquaint you, for the Information
of the Right Honourable the Lords Commiilioners
of the Admiralty, that a Twenty-one Shilling Bolt-
ing Cloth is Six Feet in Length, and Six Feet Seven
Inches in Breadth at the Head, and Six Feet broad at
the Tail ; and is compofed of Woollen Yarn ; and
weighs One Pound when new ; and confifts of Sixty-
four Threads to an Inch in the Warp, and of Fifty-
two Threads to an Inch in the Shute.

D.

‘The Average Price of Wheat at the Corn Exchange,
per Quarter, with the Price of Flour.

1759. L8
ROM . September 2d,
to Séprember 1oth 1 8 13 per Quarter
New Wheaten Flour {old

for t 8 0o per Sack
Oold D’ 190
From September 10th to

September 17th 1 8 o per Quarter
Wheaten Flour fold for 1 7 o per Sack

From September 17th to
September 24th 1 7 4% per Quarter
Wheaten Flour fold for 1 6 o per Sack
3 1773. From
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L. 4 &

From 4th O&ober to 6th

Oétober 2 107% per Quartef
Flour (New) 2 7 O per Sack
De (Old) 2 8 o
From 6th Oétaber to 11th

October 2 7 7% per Quarter
Flour (New) 2 47 Ogsuger-Sack
D% 2 {O1d) 2 8 o0
From vith Oélober to 13th

Oétober 2 9 1% per Quarter
Flour (New) £.2 6 0 and 2 7 © per Sack
D° (Old) 28 o

The Report fets forth a long-Account of the Ave-
rage Price of Wheat and Flour, in the like Manner,

from
: o Of

1759 to and for 1773, and generally the Quar-
Wheat exceeds the Sack of Flour by 2 or 3

Shillings, very feldom under.

By N° 1.

Copy' of a Letter from Mr. Milue of Manchefter.

S IR,

A

Manchefter, 1t Fanuary, 1774
Few Days ago I fent directed to you ; vrz.

5. ey r 4

2 Divifions of fineft N° 6 i
Wire Work, } Nkl I g © L
2 Ditto & - N°58,at15 per 1 10 ©
2 Ditto - N°54,at15per 1 fo o
2 Ditto — N°48,atioper 1 o o
z Dirto — 1\TT° 42,at 7per O 14 O
2 Ditto — N° 35,88 0000 O Lf ©
2 Dt_tto e N°3z0,at 5 per o 30 o
2 Ditto - N® 24, ar 5 64d. PO 48 ©
2 Ditto — N°® 12, at » 6d. per o o

..
— — e —

4:18: 0
A Dy-
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A Divifion is in Length, juft right to reach round
a Machine, and in Breadth fufficient to reach between
one Wood Circle and another; but we generally
make the Wire Work 2 Divifions broad. Our com-
mon Flour Machines (of which I think we make
Twenty Times as many as any other Sort) are in-
tended to drefs Fine Flour, 2ds, and 3ds, and di-
vided the Pollard at One Operation : They are about
6 Feet long, and have 15 Divifions of Wire Work
in them, which are of the following Sorts; vrz.

4 of the Top Divifions, are N° s4.

4 next —_ N° 58, or 60.
3 D° L — N°.30, or 3s.
2 D° for fine Pollard N° 24.
2 D° for coarfe Pollard N° 12.

And thefe Machines for drefling Bifket Stuff, are
compofed of Wire Work as follows :

4 Divifions at Top — N° 3s.
7 Ditto - -— N° 2.
4 Ditto — — N° 24,

You have both of thefe Sorts of Machines in Ufe
at your Mills at Redboufe and Rozberbithe, on which
Account I thought it would be beft to fend you per-
fect Divifions as above ; and when you have tried
the neceflary Experiments with them, they will do
to repair thofe Machines with. You defire to know
how many Wires there are in an Inch long and an
Inch broad in every Sort of Wire Work : With
regard to that, every Number defcribes itfelf ; for
Inftance, N° 60, hath 60 Wires in an Inch, both
Length and Breadth; and fo of all the reft.

If you wantany further Inftructions, you may
freely command,

S IR,
Your moft obedient Servant,
Fne Milne.

Copy.
Hen. Pelbam.
G B N°e,
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E. N° 2

Copy of a Letter from Mr., Mﬁne, of Manchefter,
to Mr. Pelbam of the Victualling Office, dated
the 2d of® February, 1774.

SITR,

O U R Favour of the 27th lies before me, by

which I obferve you have received the Wire
Work, &¢. You defire to know what N° of Wire
Work is proper, to take out of any given Quantity
of Flour, about Half of the fineft Sort, for Wheat-
en Bread, the other Half to make Houfehold Bread.
I think 4 Divifions (N° 54) at the top of a Ma-
chine, will take out, in a general Way, about
Half the Quantity of Flour for fine ; yet I think it
would be well to have 2. Divilions (N°® 58) below
thefe, becaufe fome Meal drefles better than others,
and when it has been ground Ten Days or a Fort-
night, it drefles better than when it is newly ground ;
and to drefs the other Half of the Flour at the fame
Operation for. Houfehold Bread, the Wire Work
fhould be N° 425 but by Means of a moveable
Partition, nnder the Machine, (which I always recom-
mend, fee the Plan of the Machine) you may take
Two of the firft Divifions, or Three or Four, or what
you pleafe,and confequently have exactly what Quan-
tity or Quality you will. The greateft Part of the Ma-
chines which i make for fine Flour, for all Parts of
England, freland, &c. are of N° 54 and 58 ; and N°
601s quite fine enough for Hertford/bire Whites.
1 think I mentioned before, that the Number of
Wires in Length and Breadth, are always equal to
the N° called. If you pleafe, I will make any
Machines in any particular Manner you ‘choofe ;

and

o .
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and if you want any other Diretions, in any Refs
pect whatfoever, you may freely comn;land, a4
S 1R,
Your moft obedient, :
humble Servant,
© Jne Milne,
P. S. If you let Mr, Cooper have the Wire
Work, 1t will be very right.
Copy.
Hen, Pelbam.

K X
Manchefier, the 4th May, 1774,
The honourable Commiflioners |
Bought of Milne, Robinfon and Place, -
1 5 oty

2 Flour Machines and Packing Cafes,
at /. 13 each — 26 0 Q

Gentlemen,

O your Order we have fent as above, which

believe will anfwer the Purpofe you defire
them.—The Machine you defire, to drefs at One
Operation all the Flour, free from Bran and Pollard,
is made of One Sort of Wire Work (N° 42) ; that
is, there are 42 Wires in an - Inch, and the Holes
both in Length'and Breadth are geometrical Squares ;
and the Weight of Six Inches {quare of this Wire
Work is One Ounce and One Dram. ' The other
Machine you defire, to drefs Two Sorts of Flour,
is compofed of Wire Work as follows; wrz: 6 Di-
vifions (N® 54) and g Divifions (N 42); the Weight
of Six IncHes fquare of the fineft (N° 54) is juft One
Ounce, and the Holes are geometrical Squares ; the
other (N° 42) you have an Account of the Weight,
&c. above, it being the iémc Finenefs of Wire WO::':

~y ; :
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" the other Machine is compofed of. ‘This laft Ma-
chine will, we believe, drefs One Half of * the
Flour fine, and clear the other from the Bran and
Pollard.

In order that you may diftinguith one Machine
from the other, that Machine which is compofed
of one Sort of Wire Work is marked (A), and
the other. (B)

Extract.
Hen. Pelbam.

F.
MEMORANDUM

Defcription of the feveral Bolting Cloths moft
commonly ufed, from an Account of Mr.
77 iliam Mathers, Bolting Cloth Weaver, at Queen-

bithe, viz.
21 5. Cloth 64 Threads to the Inch, in the Warp.
52 Ditto Ditto, in the Shute.
18s5. — 52 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp.
44 Ditto Ditto, in the Shute,
165. - — 44 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp.
40 Ditto Ditto, in the Shute.
i45. — - 40 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp.
36 Ditto Ditto, in the Shute.
135, — 32 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp.
28 Ditto “Ditto, in the Shute.
8 s.» — 17 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp.
16 Ditto Ditto, in the Shute.

Henry Pelbam.

’

G. EXPE-
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G.

EXPERIMENTS 6n the Produce of Wheat
in Flour, Bran, & _

1773, Nev. 25.

Ib.
N E Quarter of new Wheat, of 5931b.
per Bufhel - - - 474
Produced Meal - - - 468
Walte in Grinding - - 6
Meal as above - 468
Drefled through a Thu‘teen Shllhng Cloth, produced

1b.
Flour - 374

Bran - 92

Watte in Drefling 1+

This Flour therefore comes out at the Rate of

46 1b. 12 oz. per Bufhel.

Ib.
T'wo Quarters of new \Vheat at 575 per

Bufhel - - 924
Produced Meal - - - - Q00+
Watte in Grinding - - - 14+
Meal as above - 909%
Drefled through a Thlrtccn Shllhng Cloth produced

: ib.

Flour - 708

Bran - 196
Wafte in Drefling 5=

—— e —

This
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This Flour comes out at the Rate of 44 Ib. 4 oz.
zeér Bufhel. |

il

1773, Nov. 29.

Ib.
One Quarter of new Wheat, at 60 1b. per
Bufhel - - . - 480
Produced Meal - g e - 476
Wafte in Grinding Es e - 4
Meal as above - - - 476
Drefled through a Thirteen Shilling Cloth, produced
Ib.
Flour - 383
Bran - 92

Watte in Drefling 1

The above comes out at 471b. 14 0z. per Bufhel.

i
-

ABSTRACT of Four Quarters of Wheat
ground, and then drefled througha T hirteen

Shilling Cloth. \
Ib.
From One Quarter, of £y b, per Buthel 3744
Two Quarters, of 574 Ib. Ditto 208
One Quarter, of 60 Ib. Ditto 583
1465%

Which is at the Rate of 451b. 1202 12 dr. per
Bufhel, atan Average.

AB-
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ABSTRACT of the Bran produced from the above
' Wheat.
1b.
From Ore Quarter of Wheat, at 59 Ib. per
Bufhel - 8 s 92
Two Quarters at 574 1b. Ditto 196
One Quarter at 6o lb. Ditto 023 -
380

Which is at the Rate of r1lb. 1102z, 14 dr. per
Bufhel, at an Average. |

The 1465+ Ib. of Flour produced as above, upon
being drefled again together through,

1b. Prices of the Cloths.
Produced Houfeholds 1003 *

21 S.
Seconds 144% . 18
Thirds 70 - 16
Middlings 212 - 13
Pollard 20
: 14593
Watte in Drefling 6
14655

The above Sorts of Flour taken all together, and
including the Pollard, produced at the Rate of 45 1b.
goz. 4dr. per Buthel of Wheat.

And without the Pollard, atthe R ateof 44 1b
12 0z. 10 dr, per Bufhel.

Pounds.

Wheat, One Quarter, of 61 lb. per Bufhel ~ 488
Psoduced Meal - - 483%

Lofs in Grinding - 4z

Meal

P e e o i
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Pounds,

Meal from the above Quarter of Wheat 4835

Which, being drefled through a Fourteen Shil-
ling Cloth, produced,

Flour - - 388
Bran - 93%
4813
Lofsin Drefling - . - 2r

388 Ib. of Flour come out at the Rate of 481b.
8 oz. from a Bufhel of Wheat.

N. B. Laft Year’s Wheat.

Pounds,
Wheat, One Quarter, of 54 lb. per Bufhel 456
Produced Meal - - 452%

By

Lofs in Grinding - 3%

Pounds.
Meal from the above Quarter of Wheat 4523
' Which, being drefled through a Fourteen Shil-
ling Cloth, produced,

Feur) - = 353
Bran - 96+
s 450+
P
Lofs in Drefling & ik 25

353% 1b. of Flour come out at ‘the Rate of 44 Ib.
3oz, §dr. from a Bufhel of Wheat,

N. B. Laft Year’s Wheat,
A B-
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ABSTRACT of the Quantity of Flour pro-

duced from the Two Quarters of Wheat before-

mentioned, dreffed through a Fourteen Shilling
Cloth.

: Pounds.
From One Quarter of Wheat, of 61 Ib. per
Bufhel - - - 388
One Quarter of Ditto, of 57 1b. per
Ditto - - - . 353%
Total - - 1415

"T'he above Flour comes out at the Rate of 46 Ib.
goz. from a Bufhel of Wheat.

The Bran from the above Wheat was

- Pounds.

From the Quarter of 61'lb. to the Bufhel - = 935
From the Quarter of 5% 1b. to Ditto - 96+
Total - - 190%

Which is at the Rate of 11 1b. 14 0z. of Bran
from a Bufhel of Wheat.

The 74131b. of Flour, which were produced
from drefling through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth,
upon being drefled again, produced the following
Particulars ; viz.

Houfe-
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Ib. Prices of Cloths.
Houfeholds, or fineft Flour 500; 21 5.
Seconds - - - 118 18
Thirds - - S ¥ 16
Middlings - . 64 14
Pollard - - gl

7357
Lofs in Dreffing LT 6L

741%

The above Sorts of Flour, including the Pollard,

come out at 451lb. 150z, 8dr. from a Bufhel of
Wheat.

And exclufive of Pollard, at 44 Ib. 130z. 8dr.
from Ditto.

Memorandum.

The aforegoing Account of Experiments of
the Drefling of Flour, was fent by meto .
Governor Pownall, and is a true Copy of
the Aecount which I have of thofe Experi-
ments.

Heﬂ. Pelbam.

H.

OBSERVATIONS relating to BREAD'
and FL O UR.

I T would be needlefs to go about to prove, that
Bread is one of the moft important Articles
amongft our Provifions ; it being well known, that i
conftitutes a very confiderable Part of the Alimeng

c€ven
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éven of the greateft and moit opulent People in this
Kingdom, and that the poorer Sort of our Fellow
Subjeéts do, at all Times, derive the greateft Part
of their Subfiftence from it.

. Our Lawgivers were fo well apprifed of this, that
from the moft early Times, they took Care to af-
certain and make known to the People, by Means
of the Tables of Affize, the Quantity of Bread
they had a Right to expect from the Bakers, accord-
ing to the governing Market Prices of Wheat:
And they alfo very humanely ordained, that Bread
of different Prices thould be made from this Grain,
in order that the Poor might be able to procure a
{ufficient Quantity of it, for the Support of them-
felves and their Families, at a lefs Price than therich.

And whoever confiders this Matter with Attenu-
on, muft foon perceive, that there is nothing which
more nearly concerns the Generatity of the Peopie,
than to be {o far acquainted with what concerns the
Article of Bread, as to be enabled to judge whether
they are fupplied therewith agreeable to the Direti-
ons of the Legiflature. It is in this Perfuafion that
I venture to (ubmit to the Committee the following
Fags, States, and Obfervations, as my Information,
in the beft Form in* which I can lay it before them.
As the Laws relating to it are but few, I fhall go
back to the Firft Aét for fetting an Affize on Bread,
that appears in the printed Collection of our Sta-
tutes, which was in the Fifty-firft Year of Henry
the 111d. and in the Year of Our Lord 1266.

By this A&, many Sorts of Bread from Wheat
were allowed to be made and fold; but the great
Length of Time which has intervened, renders it
more difficult than could be wifhed, to explain all
the Particulars relating to them: I fhall therefore

confine myfelf to the Three following Sorts ; VIZ.
Waltell



[ 44 ]

Waftell Bread, Bread of the Whole Wheat, and
Bread Treet. .

The Firft of them, that is to fay, the Waftell
Bread, which was the fineft of the Three, wasto
weigh half as much as the Bread Treet, which was
the coarfeft ; and the Bread of the Whole Wheat,
which was the Middle Sort, was to weigh Three-
fourths of the Bread Treet. And, by the Affize
Table in the faid A&, when Wheat was at T'welve
Pence per Quarter, the following Quantities of the
Three Scrts of Bread before-mentioned “were to be

fold for One Farthing; wviz.

To weigh.

L Xaicd

Woaftell Bread, of aFarthing, 6 16 o
Bread of the Whole Wheat, of ditto I0 7 o
Bread Treet, of ditto 13 12 O

And the At exprefsly fays, ¢ That then a Baker,
““ 10 every Quarter of Wheat, (as is proved by the
*“ King’s Bakers) may. gain Four Pence and the
“ Bran, and Two Loaves for Advantage.” So
that, admitting thefe Two Loaves to be Farthing
Loaves, which is the only Sort mentioned in the
A&, the Bread produced from a Quarter of Wheat
at that Time (computing from the Bread of the
Whole Wheat) was 517 Pounds . 6 Qunces Troy ;
which is equal to- 426 Pounds 1 Ounce 12 Drams
Avoirdupois, and comes out at the Rate of 53
Pounds 4 Qunces of Bread from-a Bufhel of Wheat,

It appears further, that the Affize of Bread was
direted by this A¢t to be fet from the Middle Price
of Wheat: And as it informs us, that the Bakers
would gain the Bran, and takes Notice of their Byl-
tel (or Bolting) among their Charges, it is evident
that they dreiled their own Flour, and, except the
Grinding, were the fule Manufa®urers of Wheat
15to Bread.
- This
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"This Statute continued in Force for the long

Term of Five Hundred Years and upwards, or tll

the Year 1709, which was in the Eighth Year of the
Reign of Queen Anne; when it was repealed, and a
new one made for regulating the Affize and Price of
Bread ; the Preamble whereof fets forth, ¢ That
the before-mentioned Act of Henry the Third was
exprefled in Terms fo obfcure and impracticable in
thofe Times, that many Doubts and Difficulties
did daily arife in the Conftru¢tion thereof ; whereby
little or no Obfervance had in many Places been
made, eitherof the due Aflize, or reafonable Price
of Bread; and that covetous and evil-minded
People, taking Advantage of the fame, had, for

their own Gain and Lucre, deceived and opprefled

her Majefty’s Subjects, and more efpecially the
poorer Sort of People.”

By this At of the Eighth of Queen Anne, only
Three Sorts of Bread were retained and allowed to
be made and fold ; wviz. White, Wheaten, and
Houfehold ; which were to weigh 1n Proportion to
each other as follows 3 viz. the White, which was
the fineft, was to weigh Half as much as the Houfe-
hold, which was the coarfeft ; and’ the Wheaten,
which was the Middle Sort, was to weigh Three
Fourths as much as the Houfehold: Which faid
Proportions correfpond exactly with thofe which the
Waitell Bread, and Bread Treet, and the Bread of
the Whole Wheat, under the A& of the 5ift of
Henry the Third, wereto bear to each other. y

And the Magjftrates, upon the {etting the Aflize
under this A of Queen Anne, Were empowered to
make a reafonable Allowance 1o the Bakers, for their
Charges, Pains, and Livelihoods ; “and the Aflize
Table was fo formed, as that the Quantity of Bread
which a Bufhel of Wheat was calculated to produce,

vould vield the Bakers tie Market Price of the
would yie o
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Bufhel of Wheat, and likewife the Sum allowed' by
the Magiftrates for their Charges, Pains, and Live-

lihoods.

This will appear very plain, by ftating the Affize
of Bread to be fet at London, under the faid Act,

from Wheat and Baking, at Six Shillingsper Bufhel;

Per Comtra ~— —

VI,
The Baker — — Dr
5 &
To Wheat One
Bufhel 4 6
To Bakers Allow-
ance on ditto,
from the Magif-
trates 1 6
6 o

’

And the faid State will

7y

By 2 Twelve Penny
Loaves of White
Bread, of 5 Ib,
120z 8dr.each 3 o

By 2 Twelve Pen-
ny Loaves of
Wheaten Bread,
of 81ib. 11 oz
1 dr. each

By 2 Twelve Pen-
ny Loaves of
Houfehold Bread,
at 11lb. 9 oz
6 dr. each 2 0

et

6 o

E——— e

20

alfo prove, that the

Weight of Bread which the Bakers were required to

deliver to the Public, from
der the faid A&, was 52 Ib

a Bufhel of Wheat, un-

. 202, UIZ.

Two-
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gk | ib. oz, dr.

Two Shillings worth of White Bread it 4 9
Two Shillings worth of Wheaten D° 17 6 2
Two Shiilings worth of Houfehold D° 23 2 12
52 2 '@

And any other Article of Wheat and Baking, in the
Affize Table, will, upon Examination, bring out
the like Proof. |

But this A& had one capiral Defet in it; which
was, that it did not require the Affize of Bread to be
et from the Middle Price of Wheat; which feems
the more extraordinary, as it was exprefsly enjoined
by the Statute of the 5ift of KHemy the Third,
which immediately preceded it: And the Want of
fuch a Reftriction, left the Magiftrates at Liberty to
fet the Aflize of Bread from the higheft Price of
Wheat; and it has been publicly afferted, that they
altually fet the Ailize in that Manner.

However, with this Defectin it, the A¢t continued
in Force till the Year 1757, which was in the Thirty-
firft Year of the Reign of King George the Second ;
when (with other A&s, continuing or amending the
{ame) it was repealed, and a new one made for the
regulating the Affize of Bread. 'The Preamble of
which doth not point out any particular Faults in the
aforefaid A& of Queen Anme, but only oblerves in
general, * Thatit was expedient to reduce into One
A&, the feveral Laws then in force relating to the due
Making, and to the Affize of Bread; and to make
fome Alterations and Amendments therein.””  And to
the Intent therefore, that from and afier the 2gth of
September, 1758, a plain and conftant Rule and Me-
thod might be duly obferved and kepr, It was
Enacted, That only Two Sorts of Bread fhould be

oiade ‘for Sale; wrz. Wheaten, and Houfehold,
otherwile



[ 48 ]
otherwife Brown Bread; and that the Houfehold
fhould always be fold One Fourth lefs than the
Wheaten, '

This will appear by confulting the Affize Table'in
any one Article of the Price of the Buthel of Wheat
and Baking ; by which it will alfo be {een, that the
Quantity or Weight of Bread required to be deliver-
ed to the Public, by the Bakers, from a Bufhel of
Wheat, /7inchefter Meafure, by this Aét, is 52 Pounds
2 Ounces, calculating One Half thereof to be Wheat-
en, and the other Half Houfehold, = -

For Inftance: When the Price of Wheat and
Baking is % Shillings, One Peck and a Half of
Wheaten, and One Peck and a Half of Houfehold
Bread under this Article, which together will weigh
52 Pounds 2 Ounces will pay the Baker the Price of
the Bufhel of Wheat, and the 18 Pence per Bufhel
for the Magiftrates Allowance (at London) for his
Labour, Charges, Livelihood, and Profit; wiz,

Weight.  Price.
Ib. oz 5. d

Cne Peck Loaf of Wheaten Bread 17 6 —2 8
One Half Peck Loaf of Ditto CBE R T PEREY
One Peck Loaf of Houfehold Bread 17 6 — 2 —
One Half Peck Loaf of Ditto 8 11 — | —

—

52 2 = § —

And the fame will appear, as far as Fractions
will allow, if the Aflized Bread, under the faid Ar-
ticle of Wheat and Baking, be examined ; wviz.

WHEATEN BREAD.

Ib. oz. dr. Ib. oz dr
One 18 Penny Loaf 9 12 4
One 12 Penny Loaf 6 8 4} 22 2 15
One 12 Penny Ditto 6 8

HOUSE-
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HOUSEHOLD BREAD.
: Ib. oz. dr. Ib. oz, dr.
One 18 Penny Loaf 13 — 9
One 12 Penny Ditto 8 11 1 } 30 6 11
One 12 Penny Ditto 8 11 1
Pence 84 or Seven Shilllings 531 3 10

And the Affize of Bread under this A¢t is ordered
to be fet from the Middle Price of Wheat, and the
Magiftrates are empowered, as they were under
the 8th of Queen Anne, upon fetting the Aflize,
to add fuch a Sum to the Price of the Bufhel of
Wheat, as they fhall deem fufficient for the Bakers
Charges, Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit.

In the Year 1968, it was contended, that this
Statute of the 31ft of George the Second was lefs
beneficial to the People than that of the 8th of

ueen Anne,and a Committee of the honourable the
Houfe of Commons were appointed to enquire into
the Laws relating to the Affize of Bread ; but ne
Alterations were made in them, in Confequence of
the Deliberations of this Committee.

The Dearnefs of Corn in the Year 1492, occa-
fioned His Majefty, out of His paternal Goodnefs
and Compaflion, to fignify to both Houfes of Par-
liament, That he was perfuaded, their Attention
would not be wanting, as far as human Wifdom
would admit, to alleviate the Diftrels of the Poor;
and that they could not gratify him more, than by
calling upon Him for his Concurrence, in whatever
might contribute to the Welfare and Happinefs of
His People. In confequence of which, a Committee
of the honourable the Houfe of Commons was again
appointed, to examine into the Laws relating to the
Aflize of Bread : And upon their Report, an Act
wa%paﬁéd in that Seflien, by which a Middle Sort

f Br

cad (imilar to the Wheaten Bread under the
D Act
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At of the 8th of Queen Anne) was refumed, un-
der the Name of Standard Wheaten Bread, which
was to be made of the Flour of Wheat, that, with-
out any Mixture or Divifion, was to be the whole
Produce of the Grain, the Bran or Hull excepted,
and to weigh Three Fourth Parts of the Wheat
from which it fhould be made ; and the faid Bread
was to be fold at One Eighth Part lefs than the
Wheaten Bread in the aforefaid Act of the-3ift of
George the Second, or one Eighth more than the
Houfehold Bread in that A& And the Weight
of Standard Wheaten Bread, which is required to
be delivered to the Public from a  Bufhel of Wheat,
is Fifty-two Pounds Two Ounces.

Upon a Review of the feveral A&s before men-
tioned, the Weight of Bread, which the Bakers were
by them refpectively required to deliver to the Pub-
lic, from a Bufhel of Wheat, appears to be as fol-
lows; wiz,

— —

Weight of Bread,

A Avoirdupoize, from

Under what A&, a Bufhel of Wheat,

Ib, « Plaicjoudr
51ft Henry I 5T 2 2
8th Queen Anne 52 2 o
31t George 11. 52 2 o
13th of His prefent Majefty 52 2 o

From whence it may be obferved, that the Ba-
kers were not required, by the A& of Henry the
Third, to deliver fo much Bread from a Bufhel of
Wheat, as they have been obliged to do by the Aéts
that have been made fince. Yet it is plain (as is
humbly apprehended) that a Bufhel of Wheat, at
the Time of making the faid A& of Henry the Third,

did
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did produce more Bread than Fifty-two Pounds
Two Ounces, which is the Quantity the fubfequent
Acts have required to be delivered to the Public.
And perhaps, the Perfons who framed the Aéts of
«the Eighth of Queen Anne, and the Thirty-firft of
George the Second, by not requiring more than Fifty-
two Pounds Two Ounces of Bread from a Bufhel of
Wheat, might have fome View to the Two Loaves
for Advantage, which (together with the Bran) the
Actof the sift of Henry the Third exprefsly fays
they would gain upon every Quarter of Wheat,
more than by the Aflize Table they were obliged
to deliver to the Public.

But whether this Surmife be well founded or not,
is not very material ; for it is very certain, that the
Flour from a Bufhel of Wheat will, onan Average,
produce more Bread than Fifty-two Pounds Two
Ounces. It is not intended, however, to draw any
Inference from thence to the Prejudice of the Bakers.
The Laws have always confidered them as the fole
Agents to the Public for the manufacturing of Wheat
into Bread, and at the {ame Time taken all imagin-
able Care that they fhould not fuffer, but, on the
contrary, fhould be at all Times, fufficiently paid for
working for the Community. For if Wheat be ever
{o dear, they are fure to be paid the Market Price of
it, in the Price of the Bread. And in that Price they
alfo receive the Magiftrates Allowance, which not
only includes a Reimburfement of the Charges of
grinding and drefling the Wheat into Flour, but of
all other Charges of manufacturing it into Bread, and
a Confideration likewife for their Pains, Labeur,
Livelihood and Profit. And as the Affize of Bread
is liable to be altered, whenever the Price rifes or
falls Three Pence in a Buthel; this Circumftance
renders it needlefs for them to employ large Cap:tals,
and fecures them from being injured from the Fluc-

tuation of Markets, unlefs they will lay in large
D 2 Stocks
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Stocks of Wheat upon Speculation, which this Va-
riation of the Affize is evidently calculated to prevent,
and render nnneceflary. '

Inorder to render this Matter the more plain, I
have endeavoured, by the State or Account marked
(a), inthe Appendix, to fhew how the Cafe would
ftand with the Baker at Lond:n, if he were to buy
his Wheat, and bolt it into Flour, and bake and feil
Wheaten and Houfehold Bread, under the A of
the Thirty-firft of George the Second, ‘at the prefent
Aflize of Bread at London, which is fet from W heat
and Baking, at Six Shillings and Six Pence per
Bufhel,

And by another Account, marked (b) in the Ap-
pendix, Ihave endeavouted to fhew the like with
refpect to Standard Wheaten Bread, under the Act
of the Thirteenth of His prefent Majefty.

And it is humbly apprehended that it will appear
from the faid Accounts, that if the Bakers were to
carry on their Bufinefs according to the Tenor and
Defign of the Lawss that is, by purchafing of
Wheat, and drefling it into Flour, which was the
Method in many People’s Memory ; they might
furnifh the Public with good and genuine Bread, of
the refpective Sorts required by the faid Acts, and
be paid what the Legiflature defigns they fhould
receive for their Pains, Labour, Livelihood, and
Profit. A

But the Millers (who, till within thefe late Years,
had no other Part, from Time immemorial, in the
manufa@uring of Wheat into Bread, than the grind-
ing the Wheat into Meal for ‘the Bakers) are now
for the moft Part become Purchafers of Wheat, and
Dreflers of it into Flour, for Sale, upon their own
Accounts ; and as they are not bound, by Law, to
drefs Flour of fuch Sorts as are proper for making
the refpective Kinds of Bread required by the Sta-

' tutes
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tutes now in Force, nor obliged to fell the Flour
which they do drefs, in Proportion to the Market
Price of Wheat; the Bakers, who are obliged to
buy their Flour of the Mealman, cannot purchate
the fame {0 as to enable them to bake and fell any
of the Sorts of Bread, required to be made by thefaid
Statutes (except the Wheaten Bread under the 311t
of George the Second) and to receive the Magiftrates
Allowance, over and above the Prices which they
muft give for their Flour,

The Account marked (c) in the Appendix, itis
apprehended, will make this very clear, with refpect
to the Act of the Thirty-firft of George the Second.
And it is prefumed, that the Account marked (d) in
Ditto, will do the fame with Regard to the Statute of
the Thirteenth of His prefent Majefty.

And as the Mealman’s Profit is a Point which it
greatly concerns the Community to form an Idea of,
the Account marked (e) in the Appendix, calculated
from the prefent Market Prices of Flour, and Ave-
rage Price of Wheat, according to the prefent Af-
{ize of Bread, is humbly apprehended to be a very
near Eftimate thereof,

When the feveral Particulars before mentioned are
confidered, it is prefumed that the Public can bé no
longer ata Lofs to'know, why fo little Houfehold
Bread was made underthe A& of the Thirty-firft of
George the Second : Or why the Expectations of the
Iegiflature have not been anfwered, with regard to a
Supply of Standard Wheaten Bread, under the Act
of the Thirteenth of His prefent Majefty.

For the Millers, contrary to the ancient Ufage and
Cuftom of the Realm, having ftepped in between
the Growers of Corn and the Bakers, and being
under no Reftraint, by Law, to fell the fame at fuch
Pricesas to correfpond with the Market Price of
Wheat, the Profits arifing to them in this Bulinefs

muft unavoidably occafion an Increafc of Expence
upon
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upon Bread ; which muft fall upon the Community,
in one Shape or other. And the W ay 1n which this
Encroachment on the Bakers Trade has hitherto ope-
rated, has been by deprivisp the People of the Ad-
vantage of being furnithed with the Proportion of
Houfehold Bread intended by the Legiflature.

And it will doubtlefs be 'a Matter of great Sur-
prize to the Generality of the People, when- they
come to find what an immenfe Sum  this Lofs has
amounted to : For if one Fourth Part of the Propor-
tion of Houfehold Bread thould be fuppofed to have
been made, during the Continuance of the Act of
the Thirty-firft of George the Second ; yer, under
this Suppofition, the Cities of London and Wefimin-
Srer will be found upon a moderate Computation, to
have f{uffered (together) the annual Lofs, upon an
Average of One Hundred and Thirty-five Thoufand
Pounds; and the People of the other Parts of
Lngland and W ales, who are computed to eat Bread
made of Wheat, the yearly-Lofs of Four Hundred
Twenty-one Thoufand Eight hundred and Seventy-
five Pounds: So that, within the Space of Sixteen
Years, whichis the Time the faid A& has been in
Force, the Injury which hath arifen to the Commu-
nity by its not being complied with, appears, by the
State marked (f) in the Appendix, to amount in
the whoie to Eight Millions Nine Hundred and Ten
Pounds. And what makes it mfinitely more to be
regretted, s, that this enormous Sum has, for the
moft Part, been forced out of the Pockets of the
working and induftrious Poor, by ohliging them to
purchafe . Wheaten Bread, through the Want of
Houf¢hold or brown Bread having been made to fup-
ply them, as was intended by the Legiflature,

In order to prevent fo capital an Evil for the fi-
ture, it 1s humbly apprehended, that if the Bakers
are to continue under the Neceflity of buying their
Flour from the Mealmen, the latter fhould be obliged

by
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by Law to drefs Flour under the fame Denominations
as the refpective Sorts of Bread, directed to be made
by the Statutes now in Force, and no other; and be
alfo obliged to fell the feveral Sorts of Flour at cer-
tain fixed Prices, to be governed by, and calculated
from the Market Price of Wheat, in order to enable
the Bakers that buy their Flour, to make and {01l the
refpective Sorts of Bread, according to the Prices fet
from Wheat in the Aflize Table.

It is likewife apprehended, that the Law fhould
defcribe what Sort of Flour each Sort of Bread fhould
be made of ; and alfo in what Manner each Sort of
Flour fhould be drefled : By which Means, the Pub-
lic would know the Quality of the Bread they ought
to have for their Money, and be enabled to procure
Redrefs, if impofed upon therein, as they can do at
prefent if defrauded in Weight, by the Help of the
Aflize Table.

To explain this more fully, itis neceffary to ob-
ferve, that the following are the Sorts of Flour that
have hitherto been generally dreffed from Wheat, by
the Mealmen; viz.

Houfeholds.
Seconds.
Thirds.
Middlings.
Which faid Sorts of Flour are dreffed through the

different Sorts of Bolting Cloths following ; wviz.
DrefJed through

a 21 Shilling Cloth.

The Houfeholds

Seconds an 18 Shilling Cloth.
Thirds a 16 Shilling Cloth.
Middlings a 13 Shilling Cloth.

But as the A&s of Parliament now in Force, re-
quire the under-mentioned Sorts of Bread to be
made; wiz. Wheaten Bread, Standard Wheaten
Bread, and Houfehold, or brown Bread ; it is humbly

apprehended, that no Flour fhould be allow=d t? ll::ic
0 ’
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fold, but under the proper Denominations for making
thofe Sorts of Bread : That is to fay : .

For making
Beft Wheaten Flour — Wheaten Bread.
Standard Wheaten Flour — Standard Wheaten Bread.
Houfehold Flour — Houlfeh. or browm Bread.

And that their refpective Qualities, and Manner of
Drefling, fhould be afcertained and defcribed, as
fhall be found right by Expefitpents: And that the
Nature and Texture of *the Bolting Cloths through
which it may be found proper the faid Sorts of Flour
fhould be dreffed, fhould be particularly and clearly
defcribed. :

And as many People haye, of late, come into the
Method of drefling of Flour through Bolting Ma-
chines made of Wire, inftead of Cloths, it will be
neceffary alfo to afcertain. the different Degrees of
Finenefs the Wire-work of fuch Machines muft be
of, to drefs Flour of the Denominations before men-
tioned.

It is alfo apprehended, that al] Millers fhould be
obliged to grind Wheat for the Bakers, when required,
at the accuftomed Toll, or Price; and likewife for
all private Perfonsy.as it might, among other Ad-
vantages, revive a Cuftom of the utmoft Confequence
to the induftrious labouring People employed in Agri-
culture; who formerly ufed to be fupplied with
Wheat from the Farmers for whom they worked,
which being ground at the Mill, they afrerwards
drefed ‘into. Flaur, through Sieves at Home, and
baked it into Bread there , by which Means it came
to thém.at a much cheaper Rate than buying it of
the Bakers; or by purchafing Flour of Mealmen, or
Bakers, to bake into Bread themfelves.

Hen, Pelbam.

THE
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THE APPENDIX

An ACCOUNT, fhewing

at London (buying his

(a).
on what Terms a Baker
Wheat) may make and fell

Wheaten and Houfehold or drown Bread, under
the Act of the 311t Geo. the 2d, according to the

prefent Aflize of Bread

fet at London, from Wheat

and Baking, at 65 and 64. per Bufhel.

N. B. The Magiftrates Allowance at London to
the Baker, is 184. on a Bufhel of Wheat;

fo that when they

fet the: Aflize of Bread from

Wheat and Baking at 6s. and 6d. per Bufhel,
they muft deem the Average Maiket Price of

Wheat to be 5.

per Bufhel, or 4os. per

Quarter : On which Principle the Account
will ftand as follows ; wviz.

The Baker D Per Contra C.
E: s d Lo
To 5 Quarters of By 60 peck Loaves
Wheat, at 40s. of Wheaten
per Quaiter - 10 o o}  DBread, at 2.
To the Magi- 6d each - % 100
ftrates Allow- By 60 peck Loaves
ance to the Ba- of Houfehold
ker for grind- Bread, at 1.
ing and dref- 10d.each - 5100
fing, and all
other Charges,
and for  his
Pains, Liveli-
hood, and Pro-
fit, at 18 Pence
per Bufhel, or
125. per Quar-
ter of Wheat - 3 o ©
£.1300 f.1300

Memorandum.
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Memorandum. The above 120 Peck Loaves are
all that the Law requires the Baker to deliver, under
the Act of 311t Geo. the 2d, from 5 Quarters or 40
Bufhels of Wheat ; and they pay him for his Wheat,
and the Magiftrates Allowance of 12 Shillings per
Quarter for grinding and drefling, &c. and for his
Pains, Livelihood, and Profit.

To this Allowance of 12 Shillings per Quarter,
muft be added the Value of the Bran and Pollard,
which at this Time is at leaft 35. 114. per Quarter.

Befides this, it muft be obferved, that 42 Pounds
of Flour will make the whole Quantity of Bread re-
quired to be delivered to the Public from a Bufhel of
Wheat: So that whatever Quantity of Flour the
Wheat may yield above 42 Pounds from a Bufhel,
the Surplus muft be confidered. as an additional Pro-
fit to the Baker, as it enables him to make a propar-
tionable Quantity of Bread from a Bufhel of Wheat,
more than the Law requires of him.

If only Two Pounds and a Quarter of Flour ex
traordinary were to be obtained from a Bufhel of
Wheat, the Value thereof in Bread at this Time
would be fomething above 25 on a Quarter of
Wheat, after deducting Six-pence for every Peck of
Bread for the Magiftrates Allowance to the Baker

(b). An
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(b).

An ACCOUNT fhewing on what Terms a Baker at
London (buying his Wheatr) may make and fell
Standard Wheaten Bread, under the A& of the
13th of his prefent Majefty, according to the pre-
fent Aflize of Bread at London, et from Wheat
and Baking at 6s. 64, per Bufhel.

N. B. The Magiftrates Allowance at London to

the Baker, i1s 1s. 64d.

per Bufthel; fo that

when they fet the Aflize of Bread from Wheat
and Baking at 6s5. 64. per Bufhel, they muft
deem the Average Market Price of Wheat to
be 5s. per Bufthel, or 4o0s. per Quarter: On
which Principle the Account will ftand as

follows ; wviz.

The Baker BV rer Contra ——— C-
L. sadl " AT
To ve Quarters of By 120 Peck
"heat, at g0s. Loavesof Stan-
per Quarter - 10 0 0| dard Wheaten
To the Magi- Bread, at 2.
ftrates Allow- 2d. each, being
ance to the Ba- xth lefs than
ker for grind- the Wheaten
ing, drefling, Bread under
and all other the At of the
Charges, and 31t Geo. the
for his Pains, 2d, according
Livelihood,and to the prefent
Profit, at 184. Affize - -1300
per Buthel, or
125. per Quar-
terof Wheat - 3 0 o
4. 13 00 L. 1300

Memorandum.
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Memorandum. 'The above 120 Peck Loaves are
all that the Baker is required to deliver, under the
Act of the 13th of his prefent Majefty ; and they
pay him for his Wheat, and the Magiftrates Allow-
ance of 12 Shillings per Quarter for grinding and
drefling, and for his Pains, Livelthood, and Profit.

To this Allowance of 12 Shillings per Quarter,
muft be added the Value of the Bran and Pollard, -
which at this Time is at leatt 35, 114, per Quarter,

Befides this, it is to be obferved, that 42 Pounds
of Flour will make the whole Quantity of Bread re-
quired to be delivered to the Public from a Bufhel of
Wheat : So that whatever Quantity of Flour the
Wheat may yield above 42 Pounds” from a Bufhel,
the Surplus muft be confidered as an additional Pro-
fit to the Baker, by enabling him to make a propor-
tionable Quantity of Bread from a Bufhel of Wheat,
more than the Law requires of him.

And if only Two Pounds and a Quarter of Flour
extraordinary were to be obtained from a Bufhel of
Wheat, the Value thereof in Bread at this Time
would be fomething above Two Shillings on a Quar-
ter of Wheat, after deducting 64. for every Peck of
Bread for the Magiftrates Allowance to the Baker.

(c.) An
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(c).

An ACCOUNT, fhewing on what Terms a Baker at London (if
he is obliged to purchafe his Flour) can bake and fell Wheaten
and Houfehold Bread, under the A& of the Thirty-firlt of
George 11. at the prefent Market Prices of Flour, and Aflize of
Bread, fet from Q’Vheat and Baking at Six Shillings and Six-
pence per Bufhel ; wix. ;

The Baker Dr.;, Per Contra — L.

To make 60 Loaves of Wheaten Bread.
£L.os d L. 4
To 60 Peck By 8401b. of Houfeholds, or
Loaves of fineft Flour, at 40+. perSack 6 o o
Wheaten By the Baker’s Profit 110 ®
Bread, at '
235 64
each, ac-
cording to
the above
Afize — 7 10 ©
£.7 100 700 40
To make 60 Loaves of Houfehold Bread.
e A Ib. & n e Lo
To 60 Peck By 240 of Houfe- B
Loaves of holds, at 40s.
Houfehold per Sack — 1 14 31
Bread, at v 215 of Seconds,
1s5. 104, at 374. per :
each, ac- Sack —— 1 8 43}5 o 1
cording to 96 of Thirds, at
the above 34s.per8a.ck - 11 74
Affize = 5 10 0 289 of Mid-
dlings,at25s.
per Suck — 1 5 91)
840
By the Baker’s Profit 0.9 nu
L s100 - e

N. B. In the Prices of the above 120 Loaves, are included the
Magiftrates Allowance of Twelve Shillings per Quarter on
Wheat, or Ten Shillings per Sack on Flofir.

Memorandum.
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Mesmorandum. It appears by the aforegoing Ac-
count, that the Baker can purchafe Flour at the pre-.
fent Market Price, to make Wheaten Bread, and
receive the Price fet thereon by the Aflize, befides
the Magiftrates Allowance for his Charges, Pains,
Livelihood and Profit :

But that he cannot buy Flour to enable him to
make Houfehold Bread, fo as to receive One Third
even of the Magiftrates Allowance, over and above
the Price he muft give for the Flour,

N:B. £.5. 05. 2d. % for 840 Pounds of Flour
for Houfehold Bread, is at the Rate of 335, 44. 3.
per Sack of 280 Pounds,

(d). An
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An ACCOUNT, fhewing on what Terms a

(d).

Baker at London (who is obliged to buy his Flour

can bake and fell Standard Wheaten Bread, under the A of the Thirteenth of his prefent Ma-

- Jefty, at the prefent Market Prices of Flour, and Aflize of Bread, at London, fet from Wheat and
Baking at Six Shillings and Six-pence per Bufhel. :

The Baker — D~

Per Contra,

£ v, d
To120Peckloaves

of Stand. Wheat-
en Bread, at 2,
2d. each, accord-
ing to the above

Allize

1300

h. 1300

|

&
A

By 1,680 Pounds, or 6 Sacks of 280 Pounds each, of Flour (being the Proportion?
to make 120 Peck Loaves of Bread, at the Rate of 14 Pounds of Flour to a
Peck Loaf) of the feveral Sorts, Quaantities, and Prices, defcribed in the afore-

going Account, marked (c) ; wiz. : _
Pounds  per Sack. £. 5. 4.
Houfeholds, —_ —_— e 1080 at 4us. 7 14 35 p11 O 1%
Seconds, —_— 215 23T ¢ B a.m_
Thirds, —— 96 at 34e © 11 7z
Middlings, —— 289 at 25s5. 1 5 om_
Which betng thrown together, compofe the Whole Flour of the Wheat, and

amount to

By the Baker’s Profit

PEpE—— e peasmesas 00 e

o 2

— I 1Q 10z

e e e

£. T8 offo

&



Memorandum. 120 Peck Loaves of Bread areall
that the Baker is required by Law to deliver from
Five Quarters of Wheat, or 1,680 Pounds of Flour,
But it is plain, from the aforegoing Account, that
the Baker cannot buy 1,680 Pounds of the Whole
Flour of the Wheat, or Standard Wheaten Flour, at
the prefent Market Prices, on {uch Terms as to re-
ceive the Magiftrates Allowance for Baking, over and
above the Price he muft give for the Flour: For, in-
ftead of £. 3. he will receive only £. 1. 19s. 104, 3.

(e.) A COM-
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(e.)

A COMPUTATION of the Mealman’s Profit, at
the prefent Market Prices of Flour at London, and
the Average Market Price of Wheat, according to

the prefent Aflize of Bread.

N. B. The Magiftrates Allowance at London to the Baker,
is One Shilling and Six-pence on a Bufhel of Wheat ; and
as the piefent Aflize of Bread is fet from Wheat, and
Baking as Six Shillings and Six-pence per Buthel, they
muft deem the Average Price of Wheat to be 54 per

Bufhel, or 404. per

uarter: On which Principle the

Account will ftand as tollows: wiz.

The Mealman — Dr. |  Per Contra. ~— C-.
Yige oY A b . b 2ol
To ;Qrs, of By 1080 of Houfe-
Wheat, at holds, or
40 s, per fineftFlour,
Quarter - 10 — — at 40s. per
To grinding Sack - - ¥ 14 3%
and drefl- By 215 of Seconds,
ing the faid at 3%s. per
Wheat, at DL - -1 843
3 8. per By ¢6 of Thirds,
Quarter - — 15 — at 34s. per
To Meal- °, - ==—1II 7%
man’s Pro- By 289 of Mid-
fit - -1 4 8 dlings, at
2595, per
D% = .+ 1 §59%
1680
By the Bran and
Pollard fron Five
Quarters of Wheat,
at 35 11d. per
Quarter :v 1= (2 == 197
L. 1119 8 Lo1r 198

E N.B. The
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N. B. The before-mentioned Computation is made
upon the Suppofition, that the Produce of Flour is
only 336 Pounds from a Quarter of Wheat, or 42
Pounds from a Bufhel; which laft Quantity is. the
Proportion to make Three Pecks of Bread ; which is
all that the A&ts of the 31ft George the Second, and
the 13th of his prefent Majefty, require to be deli-
vered from a Bufhel of Wheat.

But it muft be obferved, that Wheat in general
will yield more than 42 Pounds of Flour from a Bu-
fhel ; and whatever the Surplus may be, muft be
confidered as an additional Profit te the Mealman.

And if only Two Poupds and'a Quarter of Flour
extraordinary were to be obtained from a Bufhel of
Wheat, the Value thereof at this Time would be
Two Shillings. and Four-pence Farthing upon a
Quarter of Wheat,

().

A COMPUTATION of the Lofs, which hath arifen
to the Community, by the Proportion of Houfe-
hold Bread not having been\made, that was in-
tended by the Ack of the 31t of George IId.

Y the faid A&, the Flour from the Wheat, is
L) calculated to be made Half into Wheaten, and
Half into Houfehold Bread ; the latter to be fold One
Fourth cheaper than the former. |
The Cities of London and ‘e/tminfler are com-
puted to confift of 600,000 People ; and every Per-
fon is calculated to confume One Quarter of Wheat
in a Year, in Bread: So that the yearly Confumption
of Wheat in the faid Cities has been eftimated at
600,000 Quarters,
By the Aflize Table in the faid A®, One Bufhel
of Wheat is computed to produce Three Peck Loaves

of
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of Bread : Confequently, a Quarter: of Wheat is
deemed to make Twenty-fou. Peck Loaves of Bread.'
Therefore, 600,0co0 Quarters of Wheat f{hould
produce 7,200,000 Peck Loaves of Wheaten, and
7,200,000 Peck Loaves of Houfehold Bread: And
as the Affize hath not been lower, upon an Ayerage,
during the Continuance of the faid A&, than 1 s.
and 11 4. for the Peck Loaf Wheaten, and 1 5. 5 4.
for the Peck Loaf Houfehold, the Public, from
600,000 Quarters of Wheat, ought to have been fup-
plied yearly with
N9 s. d. 4.
Peck Loaves, Wheaten 7,200,000 at 1 11 each 690,000
Peck Loaves, Houfehold 7,200,000 at 1 - 5 each §10,000

14,400,000 £+ 1,200,000

.

It is, however, generally acknowledged, that the
People have been {upplied with but very little Houfe-
hold Bread under that Act: But if 1t fhould, for
Argument Sake, be fuppofed, that One Fourth Part
of the Proportion thereof (viz. 1,800,000 Peck
Ioaves) hath been made yearly; yet, under this
Suppofition, the Inhabitants of the faid Cities, by
being obliged to purchafe 5,400,000 Peck Loaves of
Wheaten Bread, inftead of being furnithed with the
remaining Three Parts of 7,200,000 Peck Loaves of
Houfehold Bread, will be found to have fuffered an
annual Lofs of £. 135,000, as per the following
Account; Ui, ¥ J ' |

(Y

E 2 A COM.
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A COMPUTATION of the Expence of
Bread for One Year, for the Cities of London and
Weftminfler. -

Peck Loaves s g K.
To 7,200,000 of Wheaten Bread at 1 11 690,000
r of Ditto, purchafed
for want of the
To 5,400,000¢ due Quantity of patDitto 517,500
Houfehold Bread,‘

_being made. 4
of Houfeh. Bread,
To 1,800,000{ (uppofed to be}at 1 5 127,500

. made.

14,400,000 £. 1,335,000

—

The faid Cities, from 600,000 Quarters
of Wheat, ought to have been furnifhed
with #,200,000 Peck Loaves Wheaten,
and with Ditto Number Houfehold ;
which, at the above Prices, would have
come to — — 1,200,00Q

Lofs to thefe Cities, by not being furnifh-
ed with the due Proportion of Houfehold
Bread o avieh 135,000

The reft of the People of England and W ales,
who are computed to ufe Bread made of Wheat,
are calculated to be in Number 3,750,000; and,
fuppofing them to be circumftanced like thofe in
London and Weftminfler, their Lofs, by not being
{upplied with Houfehold Bread, ftated in the fame
Manner as for thofe Cities, muft have amounted ta
&. 843,750 per Anunym,

P~ Bt
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But as fome Farmers, and other Perfons in the
Country, may probably have their own Wheat
ground, and drefs the Flour at Home, and bake
their own Bread, fome Abatement of Courfe ought
to be made on that Account : And, in order not to
exaggerate Matters, let it be fuppofed that Half the
faid 3,750,000 People buy their own Wheat, and
bake their own Bread ; which will reduce the Lofs
from £.843,750 to the yearly Sum of 421,875 and
in {uch Cafe the Total computed Lofs to the Com-
munity, by mnot being fupplied with  Houfehold
Bread, according to the Intention of the aforefaid
A& of the 31 George the Second, will ftand as fol-
lows ; viz,

Yol

Lofs to the Cities of London and /et

minfler, for 16 Years, at £. 135,000

per Annum — — 2,160,000
Lofs to the People of the other Parts

of England and W ales, for 16 Years,

at L. 421,875 per Annum. 6,47 50,000

Total £.8,910,000

I. "

EXPERIMENTS made by T. Farrer,
Efguire, Layton Stone, Effex.

Three anrte-r: Wheat, which, acgording to the
prefent. Method of drefling for Wheaten Bread,

produce 60 Peck Loaves.
1773 £. s
23d Mareh. 3 Qus. Wheat coft 555. per QU 5
Charges to the Mill, 1. per O .8 8
Grinding and Drefling, 35 &7 Q. 0 9
81
¢ _Th'{:
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: » Y - Coogre Tbe .
The abeve 3 Quarters produced 10 1 8 Flour, -
: 2 1 14 Brap.
By Grinding'and Drefling o I 20 Wafte,
Weight of the Wheat, —= 1 1.3 /N

being at 61% Pounds per Buthel. ————e—
Peck
Loaves,

Now the above 10 C. 1qr. 8lb.
Houfehold Flour, at 14 Pounds to} 82 ° 8 Pounds :
the Peck Loaf, render - '

So that in 3 Quarters of Wheat there is gained,
in'Aid of the Confumption of Bread, 22 Peck Loaves
and 8 Pounds

Three Quarters of Wheat, which, according to
the prefent Method of dreffing for Wheaten Bread,
render 60 Peck Loaves.

1792. 10 ' i,

3oth March. 3 Qrs. Wheat coft 505, per. Qr. 7 10

Charges to the Mill, Drefling,
and Grinding o 12

£.8 o

C. grs. Ib,

The above Wheat produced 9 3 10 Flour.
2 Ia14 Bran.
O I 20 Watte.

e e

Weight of the Wheat, — 12 2 16
being at 591b. per Bufhel, — e
Peck
Loaves.
Now the above gC. 3qrs. 10lb.

Houfehold Flour, at 14 Pounds to}78 10 Pounds.

the Peck Loaf, render -

So that in 3 Quarters of Wheat, at 59 Pounds per
Bufhel, there is gained, in Aid of the Confumption
‘of Bread, 18 Peck Loaves and 10 Pounds.

Queen
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Queen Anne’s Wheaten Bread, produced at the
henourable Houfe of Commons, by Thomas Farrer,
15 November, 1772.

)Ty y Pounds.
Made from Two Buthels of Meal, weighing 112
Which produced,

Flour 89 Pounds.
Bran — 21 Pounds.
Wafte _— 2 Pounds.
— 112
Peck
Loaves.

The 112 Pounds, Q. Anne’s Wheaten
Bread, render, at 14 Pounds the}G 5 Pounds:

Peck
According to the prefent Mode of Drefling the

Wheaten Bread, they would render no more than 5

Peck Loaves:
So that there is gained, in Aid of the Confumption

of Bread, in Two Bufhels Queen Anne’s Wheaten
Flour, which is the truc Houlehold Flour, 1 Peck

Loaf g Pounds.

K.

NARRATIVE of the Proceedingsand Experi-
ments by Sir George 2oung, Baronet.

IN Purfuance of the Act of Parliament, pafled
‘he Laft Seffion, empowering Juftices of the
Peace, and other proper Magiftrates, to prohibit,
for a limited Time, any Bread t0 be made of a finer
Quality than that which was, in the A&, called
Standard Wheaten ; the Juftices of the Peace for the
County of Devon, and the Magiftrates of the Coun-

ty of the City of Exeter, refolved toiflue a Prohibi-
tioR
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tion in Putfuance of the faid A¢t; and, at thelait
Michaelmas Quarter Seffions, gave the neceffary Or-
ders accordingly ; which Orders have been carried
into Execution, and enforced from Time to Time,
ever fince.

The extenfive County of Devon, though univer-
fally a Corn Country, and for the moft Part of it
well cultivated, being entirely an enclofed Country,
except in the Neighbourbood of the Forefts or
Mountains of Ex-Moor and Dartmoor, is, notwith-
ftanding, ill fupplied with Flour; the Number of
Meal Men, Flour Men, and Flour Mills, being but
few, for particular Reafons; fo thata great Part of
the Corn grown within the County, is exported to
the Counties from whence they are fupplied with
Flour; chiefly Hampfbire and the Ifle of Wighs.
The Sorts of Flour fupplied from thence, at the
Time of the Magiftrates ifluing the above Orders
of Seflions, were what is called, Firfhs, Seconds,
and Thirds, with fome Middlings. Upon iffuing
thofe Orders, the Bakers and others, throughout
the County, direGed their Correfpondents to fend
them only the Flour proper for making the Standard
Wheaten Bread, except fuch Flour as was ftill
wanted for Penny and Twopenny Loaves, which were
ftill allowed : 'Thefe Directions were complied with,
and in Confequence of them, the Flour fent was
of the Sort called Firfts, and what was called by
the Name of Parliament Flour, which turns out to
bea Sort nearly correfponding to Seconds, though
fomething inferior, but much fuperior to Thirds.

Thus the County was fupplied with proper Flour,
in Obedience to the Order of Seflions. Another
Confequence foon followed : The Millers and Flour
Men within the County changed their Bolting Cloths.
At the Time of making the Order, the Bolting

Cloths, at the feveral Flour Mills, were chiefly of
~ the
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the Sorts which were fold at Exeter for 165, 184
205, 215 225 and as far as 24¢; the general
Run was about 21 . Immediately upon the Orders
being iffued, thefe Cloths were changed for 14s. |
Cloths, which were found to be the Cloths that
would the neareft give the Flour which {hould
weigh Three Fourths of the Bufhel of Wheat with-
out any Mixture, or other Divifion : The other
Cloths were laid afide, and have continued fo ever
fince. The Cloths thus adopted, inftead of the for-
mer, were likewife found to contain by the Warp
and Woof about 20 Threads by 32 in anlnch fquare.
With thefe Cloths, the Millers and Flour Men, in
general, drefled the Flour ready for the Ufe of the
Bakers, in Compliance with the order of Seflion ; but
in fome Parts it was not regarded.

At Chriftmas 1713, the Magiftrates of the County
of Dewon, and of the County of the City of Exeter,
renewed their former Order ; at which Time the fol-
lowing Experiment was made at Efcots, in Prefence
of Three Juftices of the Peace, 2 Miller, who kept a
Flour Mill, a Bakerand a Farmer and it was in-
tended to try what Sort of Bread would be made, in
purfuance of the Act of Parliament, and what
Quantity of Flour might be produced from a Bufhel
of Wheat, drefled in a proper Cloth purfuant to the
Order of Seflion.

A Bufhel of Wheat was taken from fome Tithe
Corn grown in the Neighbourhood, and collected in
Kind ; which, being the mixed Produce of feveral
Sorts of Land, was chofen as the fair Teft of the
Produce of the Crop : The Bufhel of Corn, being
Eight Gallons, weighed 59 Pounds 8 Ounces, (770y)-
After being weighed, it was {ent to the Mill to be
ground ; and, in order to have the full Weight, the
Miller was paid in Money for his Toll. N. B, The

wfual Price for grinding 3 Bufkel of Wheat there,
: was
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was 4 d.; but, in order to encourage the Miller to do
Juftice he had 64d. given him. The Corn thus
ground, was returned back with little or no Wafte,
that could be perceived, at leaft none to any
Amount : It was then dreffed through a 14 5. Cloth
or Sieve ; and the Produce in Flour, exclufive of the
coarfe Pollard and Bran, was exaéily 44 Pounds 10
Ounces, being Three Fourths of the Weight of the
Bufhel of Wheat, or very near it.

This 44 Pounds 1o Ounces of Flour was then
made up into Dough, mixing with it Water, Salt,
and Yeaft ; and the Dough was baked into Four
Loaves, as nearly equal in Weight as poflible ; and
the Whole Flour, thus being made into Dough,
being fuffered to ferment, and rife, by the Ingredients
mixed with it, was found to weigh, before baking,
nearly 70 Pounds ; after baking, the Dough thus
formed into Bread, was decreafed in its Weight
again, fo that the Four Loaves of Bread weighed
exatly the fame Weight as the whole Bufhel of
Corn before it was ground.

N. B. In making the Dough, a Quart of good
Yeaft was ufed, and a proper Quantity of Salt and
Water. It is likewife obfervable, that the better
the Quality of the Corn or Flour, the more Water
muft be ufed to.make the Dough.

The Bread produced by this Experiment was an
exceeding good, white, pleafant, and nutritious
Bread ; and what is remarkable, kept longer and
better than the common Sort of Bread bought of the
Baker. |

After this, the coarfe Flour and Pollard, or Bran,
weighing 14 Pounds 10 Ounces, was, out of Curi.
ofity, dreflcd again, and reduced to fomething more
than 9 Pounds, leaving nothing but the plain Bran :
This coarfe Flour being likewife made into Dough,
and baked, produced a Loaf of Bread, weighing
about 13 Pounds § Ounces ; and the Bread produced

by
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by this Experiment was a very good brown Bread,
though coarfe.

N. B. The Miller faid, That. the Bran which re-
lr{named, was worth about 4 4. at the Country Mar-

et.

From thefe Experiments it certainly appeared,
That the Standard Wheaten Bread, made of Flour
drefled through a 14 Shilling Cloth, is an exceeding
good, wholefome, and nutritious Bread ; much fu-

erior to what is commonly ufed by the poorer
Claffes of People in moft Towns and Cities, and
even than in the City of London, and far beyond
what is ufed by the poor People in the Country.

It likewife appeared, That the Standard Wheaten
Bread cannot be afcertained, without the Concur-
rence of the Miller and Flourman, as well as the
Baker.

It likewife appeared, and was proved, by the Ex-

erience of the Gentlemen prefent, and confefled by
the Miller who attended the Experiments, ‘That a
greater Proportion of the real Produce of a Bufhel
of Corn was rendered applicable to the Purpofe of
Food, than anyother Way ; and the Miller, in par-
ticular, faid, ‘That he had not had Oceafion to buy
fo much Corn, by one Half, fince the Order of Seffi-
on, which had then continued from Michaelmas to
Chriftmas, to fupply the fame Number of Cuftomers,
as he did before.

It likewife appeared, That the Baker, or even any
poor Perfon, ‘might, by the Afliftance of a Sieve
made of a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, obtain a Flour
fit to make the Standard Wheaten Bread, if they
could but oblige, or prevail on the Miller to grind
the Corn's there being no Difficulty in the Procefs.
Indeed it likewife appeared, upon Enquiry That
the Generality of the poorer Sort of People, in that
Part of the Kingdom, did, whea they could, get

their Corn ground atthe Grift Mills, and then dreﬂ;—1
N e
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¢d the Whole through a Cloth, or Sieve, which did
not divide, or feparate, above Eight Pounds of
coarfe Pollard and Bran from the Bufhel, and
thus made a good Brown Bread; and if the Ufe
of Hand-Mills were eftablithed, this would be mora
practifed in the Country.

It likewife appeared, That any given Quantity
of Flour did, in general, gain One Fourth of its
Weight upon being made into Bread: So that a
Flour weighing Three Fourths of a Buthel of Corn,
will bake into exattly the Weight of the whole
Bufhel ; and Flour which weighs little more than
Half the Bufhel of Corn, will make into Bread
which will weigh Three Fourths of the Bufhel : Sup-
pofing, therefore, the Bufhel of Corn to weigh (as
it may fairly be ftated to do) about Sixty Pounds,
Forty-five Pounds Weight of Flour will make juft
Sixty Pounds Weight of Bread ; and about Thirty-
four Pounds Weight of Flour will make juft Forty-
five Pounds Weight of Bread ; and fo in Proporti-
on for any greater orlefs Quantity, fuppofing the
Bread to be made of Standard Flour, that 18, of
Flour being the whole Produce of the Corn. Thus
too it appears, that if a Bufhel of Corn weighs Sixty
Pounds, and the Price is Forty Shillings per Quar-
ter, that is exactly One Penny per Pound ; and, if
Standard Wheaten Bread were then fold for One
Penny per Pound, likewife, Forty-five Pounds
Weight of Flour, made into Bread, would exaltly
produce the Value of the Bufhel, or Quarter, of
Corn, with a very confiderable Profit to the Miller
and Baker, .

Upon the Whole, the Proceedings of the County
of Devon and City of Exeter, followed fince by o-
ther Counties, prove clearly, That in Times of Scar-
city or Dearnefs, of Corn, it may be extremely pro-
per for the Magiftrates to enforce the Ufe of the
Standard Wheaien Bread 5 and that they fhould be

reguirs
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sequired in fuch Cafes to enforce it: But this cannot
be enforced, without putting the Miller, Mealman,
and Flourman, under proper Regulations; who,
for want of it, have ftood between the Bounty of
Heaven and the poor Confumer; nor is there the
leaft Doubt, but the lofs to the People, thereby, n
Food and Treafure, has been exceedingly  great.
The experiments as above related, tend likewife to
thow, that the Flour may be afcertained, -and- the
Bread made, with very great Eafe and Advantage to
private Families, and with very fufficient Profit and
Encouragement both to Miller and Baker ; but that
it is unjuft to the Baker to leave him, as he is at
prefent, at the Mercy of the Miller, by a partial
Regulation ; and that the Provifions of the late Act
of Parliament cannot completely benefit the Confu-
mer, without extending them to the Miller, Meal-
rnan, and Flourman, as well as to the Baker.

L.

EXPERIMENTS and OBRSERVATIONS
on Flour and Bread, delivered to the Committee
by Dr. Irving.

TO grind Wheat into Flour with the greateft
| Advantage, the Mill-Stones fhould make a-
bout Sixty Revolutions in 2 Mipute : If fafter, the
Stones acquire too much Heat, and give a burnt
Tafte to the Meal : If flower, a Part of it adheres
firmly to the Bran or Hufk, and cannot be feparated
in the Bolting.

Elour, when kept fome Time, evaporates Part
of ‘its Moifture, becomes lefs adhefive and clammy,
lofes' {omewhat -of its agreeable Tafte, and imbibes

a greater Portion of Water in the making of it into
B Dough :
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Dough: The Bread of it appears {moother in the,
Cutting, whiter in the Grain, dries fooner, and be-
somes more crumbly, than the Bread of new Flour.
"Thefe Reafons induce the Baker (o prefer old Flour
to new in the making of Bread.

The Yeaft of Porter does not raife Bread {o per-
feétly as that produced from Small Beer; befides,
it 1s very bitter to the Tafte : The Baker, ther_efore,
n London, inftead of ufing a fufficient Quantity of
Yeaft for the leavening of his Bread, mixes only a
{mall Portion of it with Flour and Water, made to
the Confiftence of 5 Syrup, called Spunge which,
when fermented, is added to the Flour; and being
worked up together into Dough, the whole Mafs is
fuffered to ferment,

is ufed ; as it gives the Bread a four Tafte, frequent-
ly perceptible in that of London. - 1 find by Experi-
ment, that Three Pounds and Half of Flour, kept
a Yearin a dry Place, requires Two Pounds of Water
to make it into Dough, and Jofes in the baking into
Bread Ten Ounces; but from the variable Age,
Drynefs and Quality of the Flour, with the inde.
terminate. Degree of Kneading and Baking, it is
impoffible to afcertain the exact Proportion of Water

in all Cafes ; nor js any uniform Proportion ever ob-
ferved by the Bakers, -

ded. In this Cafe, the Baker is induced to ufe it ;
as he ‘may be likewife when the Water with which he'
makes the Dough is very maddy; Alum having the
Property of purifying jt. | find, however, by the
Experiment of diffolving the Salt from Bread by
Water, and adding to the Solution an Alcali; (which
would difcover the Earh of Alum' by Precipi-

tation)
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tation) that the Bakers in London very f{eldom ufe
Alum ; but fubftitute hard Pump Water, with an
extraordinary Quantity of common Salt; which, in
fome Meafure, anfwer their Purpofe, in the working
of damaged Flour.

Flour or Bread, freed of its Salt, being burnt in
a Crucible, leaves behind only a very fmall Portion
of Earth ; but if Chalk, Lime, Whiting, Bone Afh,
or any calcareous Subftance, be mixed with either,
thefe foreign Ingredients will remain unconfumed
in the Crucible, and the Quantity may be perfectly
alcertained.

The Mixture of thefe Ingredients. with Flour or
Bread may alfo be difcovered, by adding Spirit of
Salt well diluted with Water ; and their Quantity
known by Precipitation with a fixt Aleali. The fol-
lowing Experiments were made with a View of
afcertaining thefe Facts.

EXPERIMENT 1ft

One Pound of fine Flour burnt in a Crucible, left
behind Twenty-eight Grains of Earth; of which
Nineteen were fandy Matter ; the Remainder folu-
ble in an Acid.

EXPERIMENT ad

One Pound of Bread of a Quartern Loaf, freed of
its Salt by Water, and treated in the fame Manner,
gave Forty-three Grains; of which Twenty-nine
were fandy Matter ; the reft foluble by an Acid.

EXPERIMENT 3d

One Pound of Bread added to Spirit of Salt,_fuf- '
ficiently diluted with diftilled Water, gave fcarce

any Precipitation of Earth, by adding a fixt Algali.
From
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From thefe and other Chemical Trials, feveral
Times repeated, with Flour and Bread procured in
many Parts of London and W efiminfler, the Refult
was nearly the fame ; except that coarfe Flour and
Bread contained a few Grains more of earthy Mat-
ter. It evidently appears, therefore that no Frauds
were pradtifed in theabove Samples.

The Defects of the London Bread feem to be ow-
ing to the following Caufes

1ft. The Ufe of old Flour in Preference to new ;
which gives the Bread a lefs favoury Tafte,

2d. The employing Spunge inftead of Yeaft,
which generally gives a four unpalatable Tafte to
the Bread. '

3d. Not kneading it fufficiently, but, in Place of
that Labour, ufing too great a Quantity of Water ;
which makes the Bread heavy and unpleafant,

Charles Irving.

¥ HE E N D
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BAKER, the MEALMAN, and the
poor LABOURER,

S Froh WL E ~D.

E that labours has a Right to eat ; but if the

Price of Bread does not bear that Proportiont

to the Price of Labour, that the Labourer’s
Wages can purchafe enough to fupport him and his
Family, he muft (if we can fuppofe that he ought
or that he will) ftarve. 'When Matters are corne to
that Pafs, either the Wages of the Labourer muft be
raifed fo as to enable him to purchate Bread, or the
Price of Bread muft be lowered fo as to come within
the Reach of his Wages to purchafe it. Whenevet
this Proportion is obferved, or not obferved, Things

F may
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may be {aid to be cheap or dear, whatever nominal
Rates they are priced at, When Wheat was but
Ten-pence a Bufhel, it was much dearer than it is
now, becaufe at that T'ime the Price of Labour was
but One Penny a Day, as fettled by Law., A Man
muft at that Time labour Ten Days to earn a Bufh-
cl of Wheat ; whefeas now, was Wheat Fifty-fix
Shillings a Quarter, or Seven Shillings the Bufhel,
which is called very dear, he need but labour Six
Days, at Fourteen Pence a Day, to earn the fame
Quantity of Wheat ; the People therefore muft not
be mifled by Names, as to their Ideas of dear and
cheap. “If the honeft and induftrious cannot live on
the Wages: of their Labour, Things are too dear,
and the Cafe muft be remedied. If the honeft and in-
duftrious can live on their Wages, Things are not dear,
whatever Rates and Names the Prices of Things are
called by. The Wifdom of our old Laws, in gene-
ral, fettled the Proportion betwixt the Price of La-
bour and the Price of Bread from Seafon to Seafon,
according to the Plenty and Dearth of Bread Corn
The Laws of this Affize in particular fettled the
Weights, the Meafure, and the Price of Bread, (al-
lowing the Miller and the Baker, who are equally
intitled o the Price of their Labour, their due Pro-
fits), according to the Price of the Bread Corn. This
was dotie by acérate Experiments, weighing the
Whear of differenit Sotts, examinin » by repeated
Trials, what Weight of Flout c()uﬁi be produced
from a Quarter of middling Wheat, and thed what
Weighit of Bread, adding the. Water, Salt, and
Yeaft, could be made from this Flour. In order to
fet the Price on this Bread, the Price of the Wheat,
tie Expence of, and the Wafte in grinding and
dréfling the Flour, and the Baker’s Charge in making
and- baking, were added, and the Price, or rather

the
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the Affize, of the Bread was fixed accordingly.
The Price of Labour was regulated by this Proporti=
on, that the honeft and induftrious might live by
their Labour. The Price of Wheat is not now out
of Proportion to the Price of Labour. How cores
it then that the poor and induftrious Labourer is
diftrefled for Bread? This Matter ought to be ex- |
plained, and muft be remedied. Where does the |
Fault lie? Has the Baker exorbitant and difpropor- |

tionate Profits ?

Thofe who have examined their Charges, Labotr,
Pains, and Livelihood, can declare, and do bear
Teftimony, that they have not. They have fo lit-
tle, if they duly conform to the Law, that had they
lefs, they could not live by their Labour, and muft
leave off Trade. Has the World ever {een a Baker
(One who has followed no other Trade) become a
rich Man ? The Baker who conforms to the Law, has
no more than reafonable Profits for his Labour, Pains,
and Livelilhood. How then comes this diftrefling
and oppreflive Difproportion between the Price of
Bread and the Price of Wheat ? There muft be
{ome Profits in fome other Branches which require
looking into. Let the Miller and Mealman’s Pro-
fits be next examined. It is neceffary to the Relief
of the poor and induftrious Labourer that this Mat-
ter thould be thoroughly fifted ; itis neceflary, to the
Peace and Quiet of the Community, that it fhould be
thoroughly underftood. The Matter fhould be fairly
laid before the People, that they may judge in what
fo much concerns them ; they are capable of judging,
and will judge fairly. As on one Hand they muft
know when they are impofed upon ; {o, on the other,
as they expe&t to live by their Labour, they will

live, and let live. By this faic Rule then let us exa-
e F 2 mine
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mine the Miller’s (or as I would exprefs myfelf) the
Miller Mealman’s Charges, Pains, and Profits. :

Here in this Place, to obviate all Prejudice, and
to check Violence, I would with the People to un-
derftand that there is not a Trader more beneficial
to the Publick than the Mealman, fo long as his
Bufinefs is condulled fairly, regularly, and under
juft Profits : He is become abfolutely neceffary to
the permanent and equal Supply of great Towns ;
he muft therefore be encouraged, not diftrefled or
opprefled : It muft not, however, but be remarked
on the other Hand, how abfolutely the more neceffa-
ry 1t becomes to take Heed that he does not eftablith
a Monopoly, ot become an Extortioner.—Let his
Charges and Profits, therefore, be fairly and dif-
paffionately examined ; it will be beft o done in'the
following Form :—The Account will ftate the Mar-
ket Price of the Wheat per Quarter, and the Weight
of it per Bufhel ; then the Charges for carrying to
and from the Mill, for grinding and drefling :” Then,
on the other Side of the Account, the Produce of
this Wheat in pure Flour and in Bran, deducting the
Lofs by Wafte in grinding and drefling ; the Ac-
count will then ftate the Sum returned by the Price
of the Bran; the Remainder therefore, which muft
balance the Account, is the Price at what the Flour
ought to be fold as to give the Miller fimply his fair-
Profits And this will do, where the Circumftances
of the Market are fuch that the People can deal im-
mediately with the Miller. T muft here repeat what
I faid above, that the Intervention of the Fattor as
Mealman is neceflary in all great Towns : Without
fuch Interpofition the People could not be {upplied at
at all Times without great Inconvenience and Lofs :
they would be very irregularly and very ill {upplied,

‘ and’
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and often rifque a temporary Dearth. If the Meal-
man has no more than his fair Commifhon, producing
a fufficient Intereft for his Capital, it is Money well
beftowed by the Community, and ‘well earned by
him. T will therefore add™ next, what I fuppofe
will be thought in the Way of Bufinefs, a reafon-
able Addition of Price to the Flour on this Ac-
count. 'The Accounts ftated on different Sorts of
Wheat of different Prices and different Weights ftand
as follow :

Wheat weighing 58 Ib, nett per Bufhel,
cofts 48s. per Quarter.

Vol gk
To Three Quarters of the fame —— 7 4 ©
Charges in Carriage, grinding, and drefling o0 12 O
7 16 ©
Thefe Three Quarters produced
C. qrs. 1b.
In Flour e 9 2 14
In Bran — —_— 2" 3714
- Wafte e O O 48
12 1 20
"The Weight of the Wheat,
o Cwt. 2 qrs. 14lb. of this Flour, at 37 8. 5
6 d. per Sack gy 7 4 4=
2 Cwt. 1qr. 141b. of Bran, at 10s. per
Quarter B —_— o 11 10
f 7 16 27

So
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So that the whole Flour of Wheat of 48s. per Quar-
ter, and weighing 58 lb. per Bufhel, ought, fo far as
the Miller’s Profits go, to be fold at 37s. 6d. per
Sack. Now, if we add to this Two and a Half per
Cent. Commiflion, and fuppofe that the Mealman on
one Hand has no Credit allowed to him, but pays
ready Money, yet, on the other, gives Three Months
Credit—this Two and a Half per Cenz. four Times
repeated in the Year, gives Ten per Cent per Annum
Intereft on his Capital ; but if we {fuppofe the Meal-
man or Miller Mealman to give but Two Months
Credit, or, as is more generally the Cafe, but Six
Weeks Credit to the Baker, this will give an Intereft
between Fifteen and Twenty per Cenr. per Annum ; let
us then add 11 d. or Two and an Half per Cens, to the
37s. 6d. and this will make the Price 38s. 5d,
per Sack, the Price at which the Mealman ought to
fell the whole Flour of fuch Wheat as above,

The next Account is of Wheat weighing 59lb. per
Bufhel, which coft 50s. per Quarter.
File

To Three Quarters of Wheat as above % 10 o

To Charges —_— 012 0
: 52 &
Produce in _
C. qgrs. Ibs.
Flour S 9 2 5%h
Waﬁc B e 0 I 20
T8

The
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The Flour as above, at 38s. 2d. 7 10 3
The Bran Ditto, at 10s. per Quarter o I1 1Q
mmenmae L. 4

8 2 ©

Let us here, in like Manner, add Two and an
Half per Cen. about 11d. 5, and this will make the
Price 39s. 1d. ﬁer Sack for the whole Flour of  this

Wheat, as bought of the Mealman. .

The next Account is of Wheat weighing better
than 61 lb. per Bufhel, and bought at 55s. per
Quarter. '

| L
Three Quarters of this Wheat coft g &I
Charges —r ‘ o012 ©
g1y
Thefe Three Quarters produce in
C. qrs. Ib.
Flour —_— 10 I
Bran — — 2 1 14
Wafte ———— o I 20

Weight of Wheat - 13 O 1'4
- PROE &

Flour as above, at40s. per Sack 8 I
Bran as above, at 10s. per Quarter 61710
8 16 11

ere the Mealman, in felling the Flour at 40s. 2¢7
Sack, has td. in Three Quarters thort of the above

Profits; but that can be made up in the fuperadding

the Commiffion. The Commiffion adds 1s. tO the
Price,



[ 88 1]

Price, fo that the whole Flour of Wheat weighing
better than 61 1b. per Bufhel, and cofting 55z s, per

(S_Luell(rter, may
ack.

be fold by the Mealman at 415 per

If now the Flour was divided fo as to anfwer pre-

¢ifely the feveral Sorts of Bread which the Laws (both

the old and the late A&)

require, viz. Wheaten,

Standard Wheaten, and Houfehold ; that is to fay,

The Flour undivided to make the Standard Wheaten
Bread; the Flour fo divided that Half only fhould
contain fuch Flour as will make real Wheaten Bread,
and the other fair Half fuch as’ fhould make real

.

Houfehold Bread.

Then, I apprehend, the Prices of the Flour, in
Proportion to the Price of the Wheat, would ftand

pearly as follow :

Wheaten per Quarter.
J‘ e

48

50

55
Standard Wheaten.

385

3RT

2 IR

I will not be pofitive as
the above Proportions :

It

Houfehold per Sack.
Yk

5

33 1=
34 2%
36 105
Wheaten Ditto,
43 23
43 113
46 1:

to the precife Exactnefs of
I think

Practice will be found jn them,.

no great Error in
However, Ido the

rather hazard them before the ‘Publick, that whilft f

am purfuing the Experiments and Inquiries which
am able to make by ‘the Affiftance of . Office, and

fome private Friends of ‘the Publick, others going in

the
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the fame Line may be able to confirm or correct the
Propofitions which I deduce from them.

Having thus, according to my beft Judgment,
ftated what from Experiment and fair Calculation, I
fay, ought to be the Cafe, I will here annex what in
the ordinary Courfe of Trade 75 the Cafe.

I will fuppofe Wheat to be 445 the Quarter.
The general Courfe of the Meal Trade divides the
Meal of a Load of fuch Wheat as follows, on the
Suppofition that the Bufhel of Wheat produces 421b,
of Flour only.

Houfehold, fo they call the Flour
which fhould make the Wheaten /.

Bread. 1080
Seconds — 214
Middlings - 289
Thefe they price and fell as follows :
L oid
Houfehold 1080, 435 per Sack 8 g ol
Seconds 215, 40s. Ditto 1 10 8%
Thirds 96, 38 s. Ditto 013 Of
Middlings 289, 28 s. Ditto 1 8 10%
'The Flour of a Load of Wheat. it 18 5%
The Load, or Five Quarters of Wheat,
at 445s. per Quarter. TR

The Bran and Pollard do, as the Trade
themfelves allow, f{ufficiently pay for
the grinding and drefling, or the Mil-
ler's Profits. To balance this Ac-
count, it will be found that the Meal-
man’s Profit is o 18 5%

11 18 5%
or
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or 3s5. 84. 1 on every Quarter of Wheag,'w_rh}_qh
at 44 s. per Quarter, i1s 81 r Cent, This, on a
Suppofition that the Mealman gives Three Months
Credit, is, Four Times repeated in the Year, 34
per Cent per Annum; giving Two h_donths Credit,
and repeated Six Times in the Year, is 51 per Cent.
per Annums giving only Six Weeks Credit, or re-
peated Eight Times in the Year, is 68 per Cent. per

Annum,

Now all this is calculated on the Suppofition that
the Quarter of Wheat does produce only 42 /4. of
Flour, whereas it will produce from 43% to 46,
all which muft be added to the Profit. This Ac.
count is alfo calculated upen a Suppefition that the
Bran and Pollard do but barely pay for the Miller’s
Charges. When it does more than fo, which I
fuppofe the T'rade will alow it often does, ftill more
muft be added to the Mealman’s Profits.

No Notice is here taken of the Profits accruin
to the Mealman, from his being able to form his
Meal by a Mixture of various Sorts of Wheat,

All thefe are fair and juft, as I think every one
muft own the Two and Half per Cent. alfo added
to them, muft be ;. even though by being repeateq
Six or Eight Timesin the Year, it gives a Profit

to the Mealman on his Capital of Fifteen of Twenty
per Cent. per Annum,

When the Meslman’s Profics o beyond thefe,
the Bakers, I fhoyld think, (if they were not de-

ceived by fome amongft them who are Mealmen
er.in Partnerfhip), would eonfider the difpropor-

tionate
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tionate Share which the Mealman has of the Profits

ained in the Manufacture of Bread Corn into

read. The Baker has been long the Servant
of the Mealman, without the Mealman’s allowing
him Journeyman’s Wages. When this Matter comes
to be underftood, this will not long hold. The
Price of Labour will not at prefent buy Bread : This
the People feel, and this cannot hold. Can our
Trade be carried on under the Burthen of the
higher Price of Labour ? Melancholy Experience
tells us, that our Manufactures are already under-
fold 4t the foreign Market, and Half our Manu-
facturers are without Employ. Can the Farmer
afford to pay more to his Servants and Labourers,
and at the fame Time fell his Produce for lefs ? At
the prefent Rates of every Article of Houfekeeping
and Living, can the Landholder pay his Tradefman
if he gets lefs for his Eftate? If he cannot, the
Tradelman muft break through bad Debts, and
the Mechanic muft ftand idle. Was there any
poflible Means of attempting to give Redrefs in any
of thefe Ways, the only Effe¢t would be that of
fhifting the Burthen from Shoulder to Shoulder round
ina Circle, to the ﬁlcceedin% Oppreflion of every
One, with the additienal Diftrefs of all, by Difap-

intment in the End: For the real Diftrefs which
the Poor and Labourer lic under, from the Difpro-
portion of the Price of Bread to the Price of La-
bour, would ftill remain. That we have feen, arifes
in the firft Inftance, and in the Main, from the
Price which the Mealman fets upon the Flour m
Proportion to the Price of Wheat,

& Jeis in vain to think of tying down the Bakers

“ to fell Bread according to the Affize from the
“ Market
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¢ Market Price of Wheat, and at the fame Time
“ to leave the Millers at Liberty to buy up the
¢ Wheat, and make the Bakers pay what Price
¢ they pleafe for the Flour.” This is a Conclufion
drawn from practical Knowledge by Mr. Pelbam
of the Victualling Office, to whofe A Abilities in
Office the public Service, and out of Office the pub-
lic Good, is much indebted,

I will quote another Authority which will be de.
cifive on this Point; that of Charles Smith, Efq;
of Stratford, who in his Effay on the Corn Trade
and Corn Laws, fays, “ The Affize Table feems
“ to want fome Enlargement, no Notice being
¢ therein taken what Price Flour fhould be efteem-
“ ed to bear in Proportion to Wheat.” I am hap-
py not only to found my Reafoning upon the Au-
thority of his Opinion, but to quote him, that,
at the fame Time that I make my Acknowledg-
ments of the Obligations T have to his Affiftance,
I may declare how much the Public in general,
and the poor Labourer in particular, owe to him ;
for if there be any Merit towards them in the late
Bread A&, it derives from him in the firft In-
ftance. Imuft at the fame Time point the Gra-
titude of the Publick to Thomas Farrer, Efq; of
Mark Lane, who is a real Friend of the Poor -
For to him, if they receive Redrefs in this Article
of Bread, and in the Price of Flour, they owe the
firft Steps toward the Remedy, This Article of
the Price of Flour was formerly, as well as every
other Article in the making of Bread from Bread
Corn, regulated by an Affize. It is now between
Thirty and Forty Years fince Means were found
to withdraw it from under the Affize. The Pro-

priety
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priety and Praicability of reducing it again un-
der thefe Regulations, was very thoroughly enquired
into and difcuffed. It was found to be dangerous
to attempt all at once to alter by any pofitive and
compulfory Regulations the prefent Modes of di-
viding the Flour; and it was found impracticable
to attempt any Aflize where there could be no
Affay fo as to afcertain the Sorts of Floar, which
there cannot be while thefe Modes remain. I'he
People have been long ufed to a Kind of Whitened
Bread, which has been impofed upon  them for
White Bread, and which they pay for as Wheat-
en, although it is not fuch as the Law requires,
but worfe. When a Man has earned his Money by
his Labour, he has a Right to lay it out in what
Sort of Bread and Provifion he thinks proper. No-
thing in the Law was meant to prefcribe to him what
Sort he fhould eat. All this is by the Law left to
the Magiftrate, and to the Juftices in their re(pective
Jurifdictions. ‘There is nothing in the Law which
fays pofitively that the Baker fhall make and fell the
Standard Wheaten Bread; there is nothing which
fays that the Miller fhall provide the proper Flour
for it; yet it lies with the Difcretion of the Magi-
ftrate, where he fees itis defired, and may be done
without Hazard, to"introduce it. Whenever, in
the Courfe of the Operation of this A, it 1s {een
that the Demand of the Publick calls for Flour being
the whole Prodtce of the Wheat, it will be in the Pow-
er of Law to put the Flour alfo under the Affize.
But if the People do not call for it, would they
wifh the Law to oblige the Miller to make it ?
The Remedy is in their own Hauds, and they may
have good and cheap Bread if they pleafe. The
Difcretion of the Magiftrate may lead them to right
Apprehenfions of the Matter, and to right Habits.
An Aflize upon the Flour will be the proper Reme-

¥s
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dy, and by it the Redrefs in this Matter will be
compleat. The Means of obtaining a fufficient
Knowledge how this Remedy may be applied with
Safety and Effect, will neither be wanting nor neg-
lected ; and when the Circumftances of the public

Confumption are ripe for it, it will be ready at
their Call

T. POWNALL,

A COM-
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A COMPARATIVE VIEW
of the Proportions which the Exng-
/b WEIGHTS and ME A-
SURES for WHEA'T and
FL OUR, mentioned in this
REPORT, bear to thofe 1n
Ufe in Ireland.

H E Engli/b Quarter of Wheat con~

tains Eight Winchefter Bufhels, which
Quarter upon an Average, weighs Thirty-two
Stone, of 14 /5. Avoirdupoize each Stone.

The Irifh Quarter of Wheat 1s Forty
Stone. By adding One-fourth Part to the
Englifh, you find the Amount in Iryh
Weight.

Twenty Four Stone of Flour, fit for Eng-
Jifb Standard Wheaten Bread, is equal in
Value to an Englip Quarter of Middling
Wheat Adding thereto One-fourth Part,
which makes Thirty Stone: This is equal
in Value to an Iri/b Quarter of Wheat.

N. B. The Englifh Quarter of Wheat,
is fold by Meafure; the Irih Quarter by
Weight,

it S S S






