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ADVERTISEMENT,

TH E following Letter of the Right Ho-
nourable J. H. Hurcuinson, to his Con-
ftituents of Cork, being much afked for, the
Publither prefumed to think he could not
do a more ufeful fervice to the Public than
to print it in this form. The fubje@ of this
letter is furely of very great importance to the
fifter kingdoms: and the argument is treated
with an ability, which has been acknowledg-
ed even by thofe, who do not admit them-

{elves to be convinced.

Had any formal anfwer been publithed to
this celebrated - performance, the Publiiher,
from the fame defire of conveying candid
information, would have equally printed it
with ‘the original letter. But he has never
heard of fuch an anfwer. And, in order to
fupply this defe&t, he has now fubjoined the
principal



iv ADVERTISEMENT
: prmmpal fpeeches in the Irith Houfe of Com-

mons on Mr. ORDE’s motion for leave to
bring in a Bill to carry the Irith arrangemcnts
into laws. And thefe fpeeches he has now
printed page for page againft each other, rather
than in the order wherein they were {poken,
that the reader may more conveniently judge
of the fafls and of the reafonings, without
much regard to charaélers and names.

LoNDoN,

2oth Dec. 1785,

Al T 355 R
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FROM
J. H HUTCHINSON, Esq.
TC; THE

MAYOR or CORK, &c.

Dear Sir,
Mentioned to you, ‘during your magiftracy, my in-
tention to addrefs you on the fubje¢t of the Com-
mercial Bill. My letter, of the fame date and tenor
with that which you will now receive, was prepared,
but not fent to you. . Refle&ing that I had declined
to debate the commercial part of the Bill, till our
merchants and manufaturers fhould have had an
opportunity of laying their evidence and obferva-
tions before the Houfe of Commons, I doubted
whether the fame reafon did not then conclude
againft my declaring any opinion or entering into
any argument. On a fubject of great importance
and complication I with for every poffible informa-
tion. The Addrefs from the late Shenffs and Grand
B Jury
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Jury of Cork has fince determined me to delﬁe;
my opinion; and, havmg been cenfured fo&r qot_-
affigning my reafons, I think I fhould no Tonger
withhold them from my fellow-citizens, and that
my letter, as originally written to you, wiil fully ex-
plain my fentiments. I am an advocate for truth
alone ; and fhall be as readily difpofed to.acknow-
ledge, on convition, any error in my fentiments, as
I am firmly determined not to furtender up my rea-
fon to unmerited reproach. '
I have the honour to be, dear Sir,
Y our moft faichful and obcc‘nent fervant,
JOHN HELY HUTCHINSON.
Knocklofty, Of. 14, 178s.
To James MorRr1son, Efg.

AL EY T ER, &

Drar Sir;

Have fent you printed copies of the Bill for effec-

tuating the Intercourfe and Commerce between
Great-Britain «and Ireland, for the information of my
conftituents;. and think it my duty to addiels them,
through their Chief Magiftrate, on a fubje&t of fuch
general importance, and in which the merchants and
traders _of the city of Cork are peculiarly interefted.
My object in this letter is not fo much to influence
_ their opnicns, as to roufe their attention to the different

parts of this Bill ; for the purpofe of informing their
Judg-
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Jjudgments and my own.  When I fee in fome of the
public prints the groficft mifreprefentations of this
meafure, and ftatements of feveral particulars as con-
tained in the Bill, which are not to be found there, but
are contrary to the whole tenor of it ; I confider thofe
attempts as tending direétly to alienate the affections of
Ireland from Great-Britain, ,and to difturb that mutual
concord, fo effential to the happinefs, ftrength, and
fecurity of thefe two fifter kingdoms. If thefe exe-
crable attempts to promote difcord and difunion tended
only to mifreprefent and calumpiate iadividuals, I
fhould have fuffered them to pafs with filent. con-
temipt; knowing that thefe fhafts have but momentary
effects, and that every man’s character will finally find
its own level, and be appreciated by his fellow-citizens
according 'to. the tenor of his.conduc.

Though the public has been aflured by authority,
that the Bill, brought in this.feflion for a commercial
arrangement between the two kingdoms, fthould never
be revived if not called for by the public voice, yet at-
tempts are {till making to difturb the public mind, as
if this meafure were to be carried through againft the
fenfe of the pafon.. -An arrangement of comimercial
intercourfe betwgen Great-Britain and Ireland js gene-
rally defired,sor oiir Houfe of . Commons was miftaken
in its unanimeus Addre(s at the clofe of the latt {effion.
The integval sbetween this feffion and the next thould
be employed in the inveftigation of this- fubject ; the
Bill dhould be difpaffionately and carefully read; the
objettions to it fairly ftated, and the advantages likely

: s - B to
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to arife from it, candidly confidered. T prefume it will
not be thought inconfiftent with the character of an
honeft man for any of you to do this, though this is
the crime objected to fuch of your reprefentatiVés, as
thought that the Houfe of Commons fhould have
taken the very fame courfe. For the man who afferts,
¢hat thofe, who voted for the introduction of this Bill,
had by fuch conduct declared in favour of any particu-
lar claufes in it, is ignorant of the courfe of Parlia-
mentary proceedings, or withes to milreprefent.

The objetions to this Bill were partly of a confti-
tutional and partly of a commercial nature. On the firft
the introduction was principally'oppofed ; and the great
oround of argument for eftablifhing the objections on
conftitutional principles was taken from thofe parts of
the Bill, which rclate to the trade with the Britith co-
lonies and fettlements ; “to the four enumerated articles
from the United States of America; the grant of the
furplds of the hereditary revenue ; and the trade to the
Eaft-Indies.

By this Bill-we fhould have taken the Britifh colony
trade on-the fame terms with Great-Britain herfelf ;
rum excepted, which we had many years fince obtained
liberty to import from the Britifh colonies, and had
imported, on lower duties flill to be continued. She
gives her colonial produce a preference to fimilar arti-
cles from other countries; for, having the monopoly
of that produce, fhe always thought it juft to encou-
rage it by fuch a preference, and expelts that we, as

equal partners in that monopoly, fhould do the fame.
To




~To this principle we have conformed fince we obtained
 the trade. I we fhould at any time diflike any of the
terms, we may by this Bill refufe to abide by them,
" and determine the agreement. 'Thofe colonies are

' Britifh property 5 fhe has a right to grant them on
what condition the pleafes; fhe now grants them to
us in the fame manner fhe holds them herfelf, with
the exception before mentioned, which is in our fa-
vour.

On thefé terms, but without any exception, our
Houfe of Commons, in the year 1779, gratefully ac-
cepted the grant of this trade, in the following refolu-
tion of the 2oth of December in ‘that year :—* Re-
folved, nem. con. That a liberty for this Kingdom to
trade with the Britifh colonies”in America and the
Weft-Indies, and the Britifh fettlements on the coaft
of Africa, in like manner as $rade.is carried on beiween
Great-Britain and the [sidcolonies and [ettlements, will
be productive of very great commercial benefits, will
be a moft affectionate mark of the regard and atten-
tion of Great-Britain to our diftrefies, and will give
‘mew vigour to the zeal of his Majefty’s brave and loyal
people of Ireland, .to ftand forward in fupport of his
Majefty’s perfon and government, and the intereft, the

" honour, and the dignity of the Britith Empire.” But
~ the Bririth A& of that feffion, pafled fubfequent to
: the refolution laft mentioned, having required equal
: duties and drawbacks, and the fame duties, regula-
" tionsy-and reftrictions, ouly in fuch part of the trade
: between Ircland and the Britifh colonies in Amerif.ia,

' tie
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the Weft-Indies, and Britith fettlements on the coaft
of Africa, as was not enjoyed by us previous to
that feffion, our A&s of Parliament followed . this
diftinction. 1In the firft of thefe * there 1s the follow.
ing claufe :—*¢ Whereas fuch part of the trade be-
tween this kingdom and the Britith colonies in America,
the Weft Indies, and Britith fettlements. on the coaft
of Africa, as was not enjoyed by _this.kingdom pre-
vious to the prefent feffion, can pe enjoyed and have
continued fo long and in fuch cajé only, as the goods to
be imported from the faid colonies, plantations, or
fettlements, fhall be liabje to equal duties and draw-
backs, and be fubjest 10 1he Jame fecurities, regulations,
and reftrictions, as the like goods are liable and fubject
to upon being imported from the faid colonies, planta-
tions, or fettlements, into Great-Britain, or exported
from ‘thence to fuch colonies, plantations, or fertle.
ments refpectively.” — And this claufe, copied from
~a Britith A& of that feffion, is to be found in every
Irith A& from the year 1780 to this time, including
the prefent feffion +-.

Thele terms were enjoined by the legiflature of
Great-Britain as the condition of the grant, which. the
legiflature of Ireland has ‘uniformly recited and per-
formed in. every material article. The enjoining or
complying with this condition was never thought a

v

" 19th & 20th Geo, III, chap. 11,

S T ibee 210t & 22d Geo, 1L chap. 5. 23d & 24th Geo. IIL.
chap. 5. and 25th Geo, II[, chap. 4. |

violation
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violation of our conftitution ; 3 it was a condition an-

‘nexed to the commencement and continuance of the
commercial grant of the colonies; it is a condition,
which this Bill ftill annexes to the fame grant, and
allo to the new grant of the Britith markets. The
nature of the new grant has made it neceffary, that the
condition fhould be exprefled with more clearnefs and
precifion ; but its principle is in no refpect varied.
The fame liberty of performing or not performing the
condition would ftill remain ; becaufe the national
faith.is not pledged by the agreement of 1779, or the
bill of 1785, to adept any Britifh law. The condi-
tion was not obligatory to Ireland ; it is not now pro-
pofed to be obligatory : it did not violate the conftitu-
tion from 1779 to 1785 : it does not violate the con-
ftitution now. '

On one of the laws of “this period, introduced by
fome of the great {fupporters of our legiflative indepen-
dency, and pafled in the year 1782 * after the reftitution
of our conflitutional rights, the prefent Bill in the parts
that relate to legiflation is founded, but is not carried
fo far. A law, formed at fuch an important zra by
men of fuch high charatters, well deferves our moft
ferious attention, when we are confidering the pro-
priety of uniformity of laws or concurrence of legifla-
tion. It recites as a fact, ¢ that it is the earneft and
‘affectionate defire of his Majefty’s fubjeéts of this
“kingdom,” and lays it down as a principle, * that it

¥ 21ft & 22d Geo, 111, chap. 48. ;
15
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is their true intereft, that a fimilarity of laws fhould at
all times fubfift between the people of Great Britain
and Ireland ;” and with this view it enacts, ¢¢ that all
fuch claufes and provifions, contained in any ftatutes
theretofore made in England or Great Britain concern-
ing commerce, as import to impofe equal reftraints on
the fubjeéts of England and Ireland, and to entitle
them to equal benefits, thould be aceepted, ufed, and
executed in this kingdom—provided always, that all
fuch ftatutes, fo as aforefaid concerning commerce, thall
bind the fubjects of Ireland, fo long as they continue to
bind the [ubjeils of Great Britain” By the latter
part of this law we give to the Britifh legiflature the
power of repealing laws of Ireland, the duration of
which is referred to that legiflature ; and from this
claufe a probable intention may be inferred of adopt-
ing fuch laws as fhould be made in Great Britain in
the place of thelaws fo repealed, provided the reftraints
and benefits were equal in refpect to both countries.
The opinion of the legiflature at that time is exprefs,
that uniformity of commercial laws would promote
the interefls of both Kingdoms; and, if that advantage
could not have been obtained without injuring “the
independency of Ireland, that opinion would not have
been advanced at the moment of its eftablifhment.
Compare that act and the prefent bill. The act efta-
blithes the Britifh commercial laws, which contain
¢cqual benefits and reftraints as laws in Ireland, with a

retrofpeét of 29c years; and extends the idea of fimi-
larity
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larity of laws between the two kingdoms not only to
feamen, but to conmerce generally. This Bill makes
it a fundamental condition of the propofed agreement,
that the fhips and feamen of both countries thould,
by the laws of both, be fecured in the fame privileges,
advantages, and immunities ; but, as to commerce, re-
ftrains the fimilarity of laws to that commerce only
which confifts of Britith property, and arifes to Ireland
from Britith conceflion, or is immediately and necef-
farily a part of that {yftem ; and even there binds the
Britith legiflature to the rule of equal reftraints and
equal benefits, of which the Irifh legiflature being alfo
to judge, a concurrence of legiflation would have

grown out of this fyftem, in the exereife of which the

fentiments of both nations muft have been confulted,
and the confequence would have been an enlargement
of the objeéts and power of Irith legiflation, and cer-
tainly no diminution of dependency. By the operation
of this bill, the fubject of every law propofed for our
adoption would be diftinétly confidered either during
its progrefs, or foon after it pafled in Great Britain ;
but by the act of 1782 the acts of near three centuries
were adopted in one heap.  If the bill is uncon-
ftirutional, the act is infinitely more fo. But neither
is fubje&t to that imputation, becaule fimilarity of laws
is a juft’ and conftitutional principle, if neither of the
countries can‘be bound without the affent of its legif-

lature.
The'yuﬁlce of the rule, that Cujus eft dare ejus eff
dzfpam??ﬁ was never queftioned ! But Great Britain
C offers
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offers to relax this rule in favour of Ireland, and te
engage to give herfelf no benefit in her own colonies
that fhe does not give to her fifter kingdom 5 to im-
pofe on her no refiraint in that commerce which fhe
gives, that fhe does not impofe on herfelf ; and to
make Ireland in fome meafure a joint legiflator with
herfelf over a part of her own empire, It is and ever
has been a part of the Britith colony {yftem, to favour
the produce and manufaltures of her colonies againft
the interference of fimilar articles from foreign colonies
and flates. She expecls, that, as long as you choofe
to enjoy the beneft of this fy ﬁem, you fhould do the
fame, and that thefe fimilar articles fhould be made
fubject to the fame dufies on importation in this king-
dom as in Great Britain. « To this we have hitherto
conformed without objeftion or inconvenience. The
fame principle applies equally to the like articles im-
ported from the United States of America ; and tHere-
fore to four of thefe articles, namely rum, peltry,
whale-bone fins, and oil, of which the Britith colonies
can furnith a complete fupply, the fame condition is
annexed. That this was confidered as part of the
colonial fyflem, and not founded on any intention to
regulate the trade of Ireland by Britifh law, is manifeft
from this—that motions made on this occafion in both
Houles of the Britith Parliament, to regulate our trade
with the States of America in fome articles unconneed
with the colony fyftem, were rejeCted on this avowed
principle, that Great Britain had no power to regulate

any part of our foreign commerce. If by this agree-
ment:
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ment Ireland were to retain the liberty of importing
from other countries produce or manufactures fimilar
to thofe of the Britith colonies, fhe would not take
the colony trade on the fame terms with Great Britain.

It is true, the Britith 2& of 1780 allows Ireland a
fele€tion ; but we framed our import duties from the
year 1779, purfuant to the refolution of our Houfe of
Commons in that year, and followed the Britith laws
and, as by the propofed agreement we were to have
the liberty of importing Britith colonial produce from
this kingdom into Great Britain, fhe thought it necef-
fary to annex it as a condition to this agreement, that
we fnould fubject fimilar articles fiom foreign coun-
tries to the fame duties, regulations, and reftrictions, as
in Great Britain! becaufe otherwife we might import
thofe articles, as the produce of the Britith colonies,
into her ports with little probability of dete@ion, and
fubvert her whole colony fyflem. This argument ap-
plies equally to the four enumerated articles from the
American ftates.

But whether we adopted Britith colony laws in a
{maller or greater number of articles, makes no differ-

ence 1n the conftiturienal principle. If it violated our

independency in.one cafe, it would be equally a viola-
tion of it in" the other. Butitis aviolation of it in
neither.  The, objeétion, that if we refufe to adopt
the Britith law we fhall lofe the benefit of this agree-
ment, applied with more weight to the condition of
1780, becaufe Great Britain gave us then more than

fhe has now to grant.
' ; C2 When
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When 1 reflec, how long Scotland had endea-
voured to obtain from England the prote&wn of her
navigation laws and the benefits of her colony ‘trade
that what is now offcred to be permanently granted
to Ireland, without any infringement of ‘her rights of
legiflation, could not be purchafed by Scotland without
the furrender of her legiflative fovereignty ; when 1
reflet with what effufions of pablic gratitude we
received that very boon, which fome of us feem now
to difdain and fpurn ; and how carefully and affection-
ately it had been cherifhed «by wour legiflature in
the acts of every fucceeding feffion; I view with
amazement the wonderful revolutions of human fen-
timents, and confider the conftitutional jealoufy arifing
from the propofed fyftem of colonial legiflation, as
one of thofe poptlar. delufions, which® have too
often inflamed 'the paffions and mifled the reafons of
men, .

A further conftitutional obje@ion has been made
to that part of .che Bill, which grants in perpetuity
the furplus ‘of our heredirary revenue above 656,000l
-and to the fupport of that grant by a fuppofed per-
petual Revenue Bill. - As to the grant, it 1s neceffary
to obferve, that the guarding the feas had been a
heavy expence to this kingdom, as early as the reign
of King Charles the Firft *. At the Reftoration {pe-
cific duties were granted, and granted in perpetuity,
¢ for the better guarding and defending of the feas
againft all perfons intending, or that may intend the

- % Srtafford’s Lctters; vol. I: p. 68, 152.
| difturbance.
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difturbance of the intercourfe of the trade of this your
Majefty’s realm, and for the better defraying the ne-
ceflary expences thereof, which otherwife cannot be".
effected without great charge ; and for increafe and
augmentation of your Majelty’s revenue .” The
probable amount of the propofed grant for many
years to come would be far inferior in value to one
year’s amount of the duties granted by that act, and
granted in the firft place for this fpecific purpofe.
This part of the Bill would provide for the fame fer-
vice with more ceconomy, and with. much better
effe@. When I fay with much better effcct, I fpeak
from experience. In the late war frigares were fta-
tioned off the coaft of Scotland to protect the trade
of that country. I prefented a memorial from Cork to
the then adminiftration of Ireland, praying, that the
{fame attention fhould be fhewn to the fouthern and
weftern coafts of this kingdom. I was not able to
prevail. But \ivhen this havy becomes the navy of
the empire, to the {upport of which Ireland contri-
butes, it would be Irifh as well as Britifh ; and there
could be no longer a foundation for any diftinction.
Our contribution would center among ourfelves, and
would encourage-our induftry, by the inveltment of
our quota in our own manufactures.

As to the fecond objection to this part of the Bill,
the fa& has been mifapprehended. It is no part of
the Bill thar this grant fhould be fupported by a
perpetual Revenue Bill. It would have been fup-

- Y

% 14th and 15th Ch, II. chap. g.
ported
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ported with good faith; bur, like the reft of our
revenue, by annual bills in aid of the adts of excife
and cultoms, which are now perpetual.

It has beeen objected in a neighbouring kingdom,
~ that the grant of this furplus is a diminution of the
royal power and property. [t certainlyis fo, and has
juitly and liberally been conceded, to ftrengthen the
whole empire by a great commercial adjuftment be-
tween thefe two countries.  But to ftate this part of
the Bill as an incroachment on the rights or power of
Parliament, or as weakening or limiting the freedom
of the conflitution, is a ftrange perverfion, of the moft
obvious tendency and effeét, of a regulation calcu-
lated to promote the manufactures, prote& the com-
merce, {trengthen the conftitution, and provide for
the defence of the nation. -

As to objections made, on conftitutional princi-
ples, to thofe parts of the Bill that relate to the
Britilh Kaft-India Company, I fhall confider them
more fully when I come to the commercial parts of
the fubject, ‘to which they properly belong. [ will
only fay in this place, that I confider thofe parts of
‘the propofed. agreement as an exchange, by mutual
confent, of a commerce which exifts in theory only,
and which may never be productive, - for a certain
immediate and advantageous commerce to a great em-
pire in that part of the globe, and to Great Britain
neither of which we can acquire without fuch an ex-
- change; and, this poffible commerce being re-affuma-
ble at our pleafure by partipg with the confideration

given
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~ given for i, and as we bafter comitmierce for corm-
merce, and not commerce for conftitution, that no -
objeftion of a conftitutional nature can Jultly apply
to thofe paragraphs of the Bill.
- I'canpot difcover in any of thofe inftances the
fmalleft particle of legiflative power gained by Grear
Britain or loft by Ireland. The former has always
made laws to regulate the trade with her colonies and
fettlements in Africa and America; by 'this agree-
ment fhe is to continue to do fo.  The Irifh legifla-
ture now follows thofe laws, and has declared by
feveral of her ftatutes, that it is reafonable to do fo.
After this agreement, fhe will continue to follow
them as long as fhe thinks it reafonable. Bur, when
this event fhall have taken place, Great Britain in
making thofe laws muft confider, what regulations
appear equal to the Irifh legiflature, or fhe hazards
the continuance of this agreement. What legiflative
power is Ireland to loofe ?  When a Bill fhall be
brought into either of our Houfes of Parliament, re-
lative to the Britith colonies, or to the four articles
from the American ftates, thall we not have the fame
power over that as over every other Bill. Can we
not amend any part, or reject the whole? Can we
not fay, the réftraints and benefits are not equal, or,
~ though they are €qual, they are not wife, and they
fhall not be the law of Ireland? But then you rifk
- the agreement — {o would the Britith legiflature, if
~ fhe made any law relative to her colonies and fettle-
ments; which the Irith legiflature fhould think unjuft.
oS But
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But the determination of: the. agreement would not
neceflarily follow our varying or rejeting their Bill';
for by the propofed agreement the diffatisfaction of the
Britith legiflature muft be fi-ft declared. If our con-
duét fhould be founded on juft grounds, it is not im-
probable that no fuch diffarisfaction ‘would be de-
clared, but that wife and moderate men might fuggeft
fome expedient, or advife fome middle courfe that
would be agreeable to both countries, and that the
Britith legiflature would vary or change its law. But,
it is faid, you could not originate the Bill. In re-
fpect to the Britifh colonies and fettlements, no man
can be {o unreafonable as to defire it; as to foreign
colonies and the four enumerated articles, our right
to originate would be unqueftionable. I {peak of the
right, not of the exercife of 1t, the prudence of which
muft.depend on the occafion,

If Great Britain neither gains nor Ireland lofes
any power of legiflation, where is the injury to our
independence #+ Where is the bridle that is to be
thrown, it feems, over the neck of the high-fpirited
fteed ? It is beld out, not by thofe who offer, but
by thofe who would fcare him from his provender.

I therefore thought and fill think, that there was
no good reafon on conftitutional grounds againft
the introduion of the Bill, for which introduc-
tion I voted. Confidering the fubjet in its
true_light, as merely commercial, I thought that
there were ftrong reafons to induce even thofe, who
objefted to fome of the commercial regulations of 1

the Bill, to vote for liberty to bring it in, A com-
mercial
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mercial fettlement between the two kingdoms is-
acknowledged by every reafonable man to be much
wanted 3 and how this can be obtained, without
temperate difcuffion, and the communication to
each other of the points in which they agree, and of
thofe in which they differ, I cannot comprehend. In
the accomplithment of the Britith union many delays
and differences in opinion had arifen. Though the
commiflioners, appointed for that purpofe under the
authority of the Parliaments of both kingdoms, had
on both fides figned and fealed the articles of union,
yet the Scotch Parliament made many important
alterations, which were adopted by the Englith Par-
liament. In the proceedings to eftablith a com-
mercial union between Great Britain-and Ireland,
difficulties and differences in opinion muft neceffarily
bave arifen among men of the et intentions. Qur
Propofitions have been altered by the Rritith Houfe
of Commons_; their Refolutions have been altered
by the Lords of Great Britain; and thefe alterations

were adopted by the Houfe of Commons of that

kingdom. In the progrefs on the Irith Bill the
fulleft dicuffion was intended: every objection would
have been heard, and every well-founded objection
doubtlefs muft have been allowed, and every proper
alteration made. Nothing final during this feffion
was ever in. contemplation. A great length and
variety of examination muft have preceded the fet-
tlement of the fchedule of duties and regulations.
This dchedule muft have been laid before our two

D Houfes
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Houfes of Parliament in the next feffion for their:
approbation ; and, after all this had been done,
nothing could have been concluded, until the Irifh
Parliament had declared its fatisfaction in the acts of

the Britifh legiflature. |
The Bill offered to Ireland many commercial advan-
tages of the moft important nature. It feeured for
ever the linen trade of this kingdom, = The agree-
ment, effectually to favour our manufactures, would
have been of great value to us.  The encourage-
ment, which it gave to our -failcloth manufacture,
would have occafioned an_amnual profit to a very
great amount. The perpetual fupply of rock fale
would have been ufeful to our victualling trade and
fitheries ; of bark to our manufalture of leather; and
of coals to all our manufactures. The perpetual
exemption of this laft article from duty on the ex-
port to Ireland, would have been a great and peculiar
advantage to our manufalturers, The inhabitants
of Great Britain pay for their own coals, from port
to port, s, theé'chaldron. An intention has been
mentioned notlong fince to tax this commodity at the
pit. If chis Bill had paffed, the tax would have been
drawn back, and this kingdom’fecuved againft any
impofition, which the neceffities of Great Britain
may induce her to lay on the export of this necef-
farg article. If Great Britain had not given of late =
years “the ftrongeflt proofs, that fhe is not difpofed
to look to times of lefs liberality, for precedents to
govern her conduct in refpet to her fifter kingdom,
it

/
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it would not be prudent to mention, that Englith
coals came formerly to lIreland under a duty of
4s. the ton, impofed on the export by an Englifh
act*.

I alfo thought the circuitous colony trade from
Ireland to Great Britain would have been highly
ufeful to this kingdom, and particularly to the city
of Cork. I thought the opening of  the Britith
markets to our manufadtures would be, in one re-
fpe@, of the utmoft importance to this: kingdom 5 1
mean by the re-exportation of < Irith manufatures
from Great Britain with a dtawback of all duties;
and, if this opinion is well founded, we {hould
confider the advantages of having our manufactures
exported to all parts of the world, by the capitals
and credit of Great Britaind By this affiftance our
linens to =@ great amount are re-exported from
England ; and this afliftance has ever been one great
fource of the profperity.of that manufacture.  Un-
der the propofed/agreement, all our other manu-
faCtures would have been re-exported from thence
equally free from duty.

That the Britith markets would have produced
confequences o extenfive in favour of lreland, as
her principal manufacturers afirmed, 1t 1s not my
opinion.‘ That Ireland would have been matenally
benefitted by it in fome of her manufactures, [
enteftaid no doubt. And, whenever Great Britain
caﬁ}lighten the taxes on her manufactures and on the

. *Carte’s Life of the Duke of Qrmond, vol, i, p. 84.
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materials of them, which muft naturally be one of °
her firft objects when her circumftances permit, this
part of the propofed agreement would effcctually
open the beft, the neareft, and the moft certain
markets in the world to Ireland; angd would " pro-
mote the moft beneficial of all trades, becaufe the
whole profits would belong to the fubjes of the
fame empire, and becaufe 3 capital employed in 2
home trade, which this may be jultly confidered,
may be fent out and brought back many times,
before the capital employed in 2 foreign trade has
made one return; which muft be peculiarly advan-
tageous to a country deficient. in capital, and would
at the fame time be attended with all the advantages
of foreign trade, by increafing the quantity of {pecie
and the number of fhips and feamen. The re-
€xport of our manufaltures from Great Britain
enfures their admiffion wherever Britifh are received,
and baffles the ungenerous policy of Portugal,

In all thofe particulars the advantages are on our
fide; and, if we hefitate whether to accept or not
the colonial and domeftic markers of Britain on
terms equally. beneficial wich herfelf, I will venture
1o tell you, that no nation in Europe, which had no
colonies of her °wn, would follow your example,
If this part of the fubje® admitted no doubt, the
queftions then for (he confideration of our Houfes
of Parliament would have been, whether they
thought it reafonable apd Juft to agree to the parts of
the Bill, that related to the Eaft-India trade, and to

the
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the preventing of any prohibition of the export of
‘our yarn to Great Britain, The firlt of thefe confidera~
tions have depended on the evidence of our mer-
chants, as to the parts of the Eaft which were open
;ito us: for no European fettlement there would ‘ad.
mit us: whether we had fufficient capirals to carry
on that trade: and whether any probable future
advantages (for prefent there are none, as we have
never fent a fhip there, though ar full liberty fo to
do during the laft fix years) were: of .« fufficient
weight to prevent a commercial fettlement between
the two kingdoms, in which Great Britain offers
you accefs to all her markets foreign and domeftic,
on the fame terms with herfelf ; with a covenant on
her part effe&tually to favour every article of your
growth, produce, or manufadture, materials from
foreign countries excepted, which are to be imported
in both kingdoms dutyfree¢ ;and in which fhe offers
an export of your manufattures, with all duties
drawn back, through the medium of her Company,
to her Eaft-Indian territories, by which channel
alone fhe can convey her own manufa@ures thicher—
the benefic of whatever revenue fhall arife on India
goods fent to* Ireland, or a drawback on the ex-
E:)rtation from' Great Britain, which would give
em to us free of all duries—and an equal trade
vith Great Brizain in her pofleflions in India, in the
vent of a diffolution of the Company; in which
Lompany, during its continuance, you have an equal
ight_with Britons, of becoming adventurers; and
; from

&
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from Wthh you can purchafe the produqe'a.f ‘the
Eaft in an open market and at a public auction, o
the fame terms with your fellow fubjeéls ‘ﬁ_ Grea
Britaih, and on cheaper terms than. at ahy othe
market. |

Thefe feveral circumftances appcsred to me t«
have been worthy the confideration of the Houf
of Commons; which, after having”been fully in.
formed on this fubje®, would have been mort
competent 0 deteymine, whether we fhould o
fhould nor, in favour of -the Britith Eaft-India Com:
pany, and in confideration of the other commercia
benefits propofed to us,-ampofe this limitation or
our commerce, determinable at the difcretion o
our two Houfes of Parliamenty; which, while we
allowed it to continue, would have plaéed Irelanc
in precifely the fame circumftances with every par
of Great Britain, Liondon excepted.

Had this part of the agreement been found in.
juricus to-the probable hopes of our rifing com.
merce, 1t ought to have been and vnqueftionably
would have been rejeCted. If it had appeared, that,
without prejudice to ourfelves, we could have
:rengthened the ftaff on which our fifter kingdom
leans in the day of her adverfity, what generous
Infhman would have with-held his concurrence 2
Butif cthis part of the Bill, inftead of imaginary
profpects, in the place of commercial vifions, offered
us fome immediate, real, and fubftantial benefit
the choice would not have been difficult to make,

The
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i Thc agreement not to prohibit the exportation of
our yarn would be an engagement not to relinquifh
a beneficial and profitable part of our commerce;
‘bencficial and profitable to the whole kingdom, but
to Munfter in particular; it would be an agree-
ment not to do what we fhall never do, though no
fuch agreement exifted. When it is confidered that
Ireland gains by this export above 340,000l yearly*,
that it is a manufacture, though an imperfeét oae,
which employs great numbers of our people, for whom
it would be difficult to find any other employment;
it frems to be a propofition almoft felf-evident, that
the exportation fhould never be prevented by any
other means, than by giving every poffible encou-
ragement to our own people to manufacture it at
home, the only rational and effeGtual means of pre-
venting the export.

But it is obje@ed, that Great Britain prohibits
the exportation of her yarn, and that there is no
equality in our agreeing not to prohibit. I anfwer,
that the policy of that mation in this refpect has
 been condemned by perfons of great commercial
information ; that thefe prohibitions were laid on to
gratify the manufacturers of that country, who have
been fometimes. much miftaken in their opinions on
this fubje&®. '1la 16g8, they petitioned, that the im-
portation of all worfted and woollen yarn from Ireland
fhould be prohibited, and reprefented, that the poor
of England were perifhing by this importation; and

* At a medivm of feven years, ending 25th of March, 1784,
it amounted to 348,927k 5s. od.
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in 1739 %, they ‘petitioned againft taking off the
duties on thofe articles from Ireland to England s
but now . they infilt that it fhould be made a part of
this agreement that the exportation from Ireland to
Great Britain fhould never be prohibited—a caution
to manufalturers not to be too confident in their
prefent ‘opinions, and to the public, not to give
way to fuch opinions without hearing proofs or rea-
fons. As to equality, it is to be eftimated by the
fum of advantages on each fide, and not by a com-
parifon of each aricle feparately.” Thus Britain
gives bounties on Irith linen exported from her
ports, but we give nome on Britith exports from
ours. In yarn the inequality is merely nominal. In
coals the equality is but nominal, and the whole
advantage is in the Irifh {cale.

In thele and other articles the exercife of the
legiflative power would be reftrained in this king-
dom during the continuance of the agreement ; and
In many articles fimilar reftraints would be impefed
on the Britifh legiflature ; but without fuch reftraints
no commercial agreement could ever be framed be-
tween two independent legiflatures. Reftraints of
the fame pature made a part of our Propofitions,
which were almoft unanimoufly agreed to, and were
never . confidered as fubverfive of conftitutional
rights.~“Limitations, which arife out of the power
of the Legiflature, and depend for their duration on
the fame power, are not arguments againft, but the

* Englith Comm. Journ, p. 11 5—Commercial Reftraints.
cleareft
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cleareft proofs in fupport of legiflative indepen-
dence. Agreements to dire& the channels in which
trade fhall flow, or to commute the barren fpecula#
tion of a poffible diftant trade, which is open 1o us,
but which we are not now able to enjoy, and per-
haps may never be worth our having, for a bene-
ficial trade which is not open to us, and which we
may acquire by the fufpenfion of an ufelefs right
reaflumable at our pleafure, would not be a re-
linquithment, but an enlargement of commercial

freedom, and ajuft and conftitutional exertion of

legiflative power for falutary purpofcs. Lect us ap-
ply tais reafoning to the Eaft-Indian commerce. You
have no liberty of trade with the Britith empire in

India.  Great Britain offers you an export of
your manufactures to thofe countries from Great

Britain and Ireland, on the fame terms with
her own, through the'medium of her Eaft-India
Company, to which fhe Limits herfelf. She offers
you at the fame time her own markets in the
fame manner that fhe enjoys them herfelf; but
to this fhe annexeswa condition, that while you
think proper to enjoy thofe benefits, you thould agree
not to_trade to the few hofpitable fhores that will
receive you between the Cape of Good Hope and
the Streights of Magellan; and that, when you
choofe to relinquifh that profitable liberty of trade

- which fhe ‘offers, and which you have not, you

may then-reaffume that wunproduttive liberty of

trade, which you have now in theory only.
* e | Some
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_Some of the commercial regulations of this Bill
have been mifunderftood ; I mean thofe which re-.
late to bounties, and the breweries. |

As to the firft, the Bill direéts, that all bounu;s, €x-
cept fuch as are in the nature of drawbacks or com-
penfations for duties paid, on any articles to Great-
Britain, fhall ceafe, with an exception of corn, malt,
flour, and bifcuit; that no bounty to or from a
Britith colony or fettlement, or t6 the Eaft-Indies,
fhall be payable in Ircland, unlefsiin cafes where
a fimilar bounty is payable in Great-Britain; withan
exception when fuch bounty is in the nature of a
drawback or compenfation for duties paid. The
bounties to her own fettlements Great Britain has a
right to regulate, The cealing of all bounties on
articles from Ireland to Great-Britain is followed by
her bill as to bouaties from Great-Britain to Ireland,
to prevent a war-of bounties, which would be burt-
" ful to both countries, The bounties, payable in
this kingdom to¢ncourage the fale of our manufac-
tures in out own markets, or on expoitation to fo-
reign ftates, notBritith colonies or {cttlements, are in
no fort reftrained.

The parts of the Bill relative to bounties, which
are highly advantageous to Ireland, have been per-
verted into objeltions againft the Bill, A proof of
the.great utility of thofe regulations is to be found
in"she fate of the fail-cloth manufacture. . It flou-
tithéd before the Britith bounty. It was ruined by
that bounty. It will flourifh again by the withdraw-

ing
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ing that bounty; and, by the preference given to it
by this Bill over foreign in the Britifh navy, by the
other encouragements which it is to receive in the
out-fit of Britith and colony fhips in being confidered
as Britifh, and by the export to India, will flourith in
a far greater degree than at any other period, and
will become one of our moft important branches of
manufacture.

In refpe to the breweries, we fhould have been
gainers by the propofed agreement, as the duty on
Britifh beer, now 45.1d. would have been then gs. 4d.
the barrel.

I thought thofe commercial mattets were proper
{fubjeéts for inveftigation; that the Bill, which related
to them, fhould be brought in‘and printed, and dif-
perfed through the kingdoms; that our merchants and
manufacturers fhould be examined to every part of
it ; and that not a‘ftep thould have been taken in it,
without {eeing our way clearly, and without the con-
curring fenfe of the trading part of the nation. I
did not think mylelf Jat liberty even to debate the
commercial parts of the Bill, before the commercial
evidence of Ireland was heard ; but I am forced by
the moft unfounded and malicious mifreprefentation
to mention my prcfem {fentiments, with the readieft
d:fpoﬁnon to change any of them on better infor-
mation, but with the firmeft difdain of groundlefs
clamour.,.

On thofe principles I voted for the introducion of
thc Bill, FHad ic appeared, on the introductory
, E 2 ftates
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fratéement of 1t, to have contained any thing deroga-
tory to the independence of our legiflature, or that
could have juftly raifed a.doubt of that kind, [ would
have voted either againft the introduction, or for the
immediate rejection of it. :

Many of my fellow-citizens petitioned againft the
Refolutions of the Britith Parliament,. I Rated their
petition more fully than petitions are_vfually ftated.
I was not called upon to give my opinion on thofe
Refolutions.  As to the lcrrlfhuvc rights of Ireland,
the Addrefs of the Britith Lords and Commons to
the Throne has declared their fenfe ; and the Bill of
the Britith Houfe of Commens has fpoken moft ex-
plicitly and decidedly on that {ubje&. The Irith
Bill differs materially from thofe Refolutions, and
contains many new provifions in favour of our con-

- fticution and commerce. ' I fpeak of that Bill for
the introduction of  which | voted; and on the
ground of that Bill T will maintain this pofition
againft any man :That it neither furrenders nor im-
pairs, nor promifes or engages, or tends- in any re-
fpet to impair, the independence of the legiflature
of Ireland; but that, on the contrary, it exprefsly re-
ferves to this'and all fucceeding Parliaments the full
exercife ‘of legiflative rights, in all ads of legifla-
tion whatever ; and gives to our Houfes of Parlia-
ment a greater power than any Houfes of Parliament
ever had before, by placing in their hands, with-

-out the Royal affenr, the rcpcal of a legiflative
agreement,

Confider
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Confider the prefent ftate of the Britith empire.
Survey your own country, with an honeft pride, as
a moft important part of that empire; confcious of
your own weight in the general fcale, be nor too
prone to {ufpec, that any Englith Miniftry would be
mad enough to invade your liberties, or to impair
cither your commercial or conftitutional ;rights.
What is now the neceflary obje@ of Britith councils ?
To ftrengthen and conne the remaining parts of
the empire. What are the principal means of effe&@-
ing this? Multiplying the refources, increafing the
wealth, prkomoting the population and induftry, and
eftablithing the tranquillity and contentment of Ire-
land. No two countries on the globe are more
neceflary to the happinefs of each other than thefe
two iflands. The man who confiders them as ad-
verfaries, and not as partners in commerce, is not a
judicious friend to either.  The man, who attempts
to ferve one at the expence of the other, would in-
jure both. Wkar is the obvious with and intereft of
the enemies of the Britith empire? To feparate
thefe two kingdoms: firft to weaken and difunite
the Britith empire, and then to fubvert it. What
would become_of -the liberties of Ireland then?
Counteralt your enemies, co-operate  with your
friends, and" confolidate the ftrength of the two
kingdoms. on fuch terms, as fhall appear to be of
- equal advantage to each.
~ Let-me afk any of my fellow-citizens fome few
plain quel’tions. Have we fince 1779 to this time
| | : followed
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followed Britith laws, by laying the fame dutics on
all colonial produce, foreign as well as Britifh?
Have you felt any commercial or conftitutignal'pre-
judice by this? Do you think it rezfonable, that
Great-Britain fhould allow you to bring into her
ports the produce of foreign colonics, whil®t the
prohibits herfelf from doing fo? " Have not her
colonies been the great fource of her fuperior, com-
merce and maritime ftrength? «Would you promote
the trade and navigation of Great-Britain, and in
effect of Ireland, or of foreign" nations? Would
you ftrengthen the fleet which prote&s, or that
which may be deftined to"invade you? Is there
any country, the trade'to which is more valuable to
Ireland, than her trade with the reft of the world?
Is not Great-Bricain that country?  Can more effec-
tual means be devifed for promoting your trade,
than by extending the moft valuable part of it?
Was not this the object of our Propofitions, and is
not this the object of our Bill?

What would you have? To remain as we are.
How, would you have Britons keep their markets
fhut againit you, whillt you keep your markets open
to them?  Shall they fupply you with colony pro-
duce, and refufe to receive it from you? Is this
equality of commerce or conftitution? Give us
fimilar prohibitions or prohibitory duties. Are you
inclined to bring your linens within this rule, and
can you juftly expect that Great-Britain fhould en-

courage your ftaple manufadture, with prejudice to -
' her
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her own in other countries, if you difcourage hers ?
Are you aware, that every protetion to a manufac-
ture by a duty, which excludes a better or a cheaper
manufaéture of the fame kind, is, to the amount of
the difference in price, a tax on every other manu.
fa‘ture, and every other man in the community who
buys the proteéted manufa&ure? Do you prefer a
{yttem of mutual prohibitions, that tends to protect
idlenefs or ignorance in both kingdoms, toa fyftem
that fets up the indufiry and fkill of each pation as an
example and rival to the other? You certainly feel
no daftardly repugnance to this noeble emulation.
Do you prefer exclufion to comprehenfion; recipro-
cal reftraints, prohibitions, perpetual jealoufies, and
ill-will, to the mwutual intercourfe of kindnefs and
encouragement, which bids the mixing commerce
of the two kingdoms roll in-ese commeon flood ?
There is no kindnefs, you fay, in the attempt to
exclude us from a trade to.the Eaft #*, Is there
none in offering you.a trade to her extenfive do-
minions there? Does+dhe give greater liberty to the
inhabitants of Great Britain? Which is moft valua-
ble, the trade fhe offers, or that of which fthe pro-
poles to you ftill 'to fufpend the exercife? If the
exchange is im your favour, is there any thing dif-

* The moft valuable part of that trade, which confifts in
teas, we have already relinquithed in favour of the Britifh Eaft-
India Company, without murmur, though without any equiva-
lent. We'are now offered an equivalent, for what we have,
in effect, already conceded without any,

| honourable
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honourable in accepting of it? or any thing Hé:-
corous in propofing it? Would you have her violate
her national faith, and diffolve her India €ompany?
No, you fay, that expeétation would be unreafonable
2nd unjult. Tell me then what can (he offer more
than fhé now propoies to you, either whilft that com-
pany exifts, or in the event of its diffelution? I afk
you but one queftion more. Does Great-Britain
poflefs in any one part of the globe any one article
of free commerce whatever, in‘herpower to_partici-
pate, which fhe does not open as freely and benefi-
cially to Jreland as to herfelf? And then confider,
my fellow-citizens, what nation upon earth has the
wideft and beft-regulated range of commerce.

In confidering the Bill, examine the fundamental
principles in the firft place. What are they ? 1ft,
To encourage and extend as much as poflible the
trade between the two kingdoms, on permanent and
equitable principles.” 2diy, That the inhabitants of
each fhould trade w0 and from the Britith colonies,
{cttiements, and dominions, in every part of the globe,
now or hereafter to be planted, made, or acquired,
on equal terms, both directly and circuitoufly, If
you difapprove of the principles, reje&t the Bill; if
you approve of the principles, go into the detail of
the Bill; approve, or amend, or rejec, according to
your judgment, applied cooly to every diftinét and
feparate part of this comprehen(ive fyftem. In this
you will a@ with that wifdom and temper which be-
come a great commercial city. Confider whether

any
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any claufe or expreffion in it can have the moft re.
mote tendency to injure your cooftitution, If you
find any fuch, rej=Ct it, whatever commercial benefits

the Bill may offer. But pray, let the claufc be fieft

read, and a little confidered, and a litde underftood,
- Judge of it from the plain words of the text itfelf,
and not from the brilliant paraphrafe of eloquent
commentators ; and let not every man, who thinks
proper to beat on the {pirit-ftirring dfum of the con-
ftitution, make you ftart and tremble, and frighten
you out of your wits.

I certainly confider myfelf accountable to my con-
ftituents for my parliamentary condut; buton great
national queftions it is my duty to think as well as to
ac for them. I defire only that they will read the
Bill, make them{elves, as I have éndesvoured to do
in relpect to myfelf, mafters of the many important
and complicated {ubjeéts which it comprehends; and
sben fay, whether a Member for the ficlt trading city
of Ireland, who was not unverfed in fubjects of con-
ftitution and commerce, would have acted as became
him, if he had voted that a fubje& of this nature
fhould not have been confidered. 1 have voted only
that it thould be confidered; and was never more
thoroughly, convinced, that I never gave a vote of
more bencﬁcxal tendency to the city of Cork; and
have no doubt that my conftituents will hereafter
view my_condu& in this light. I affectionately
regard my fellow-citizens, and there is nothing I
value more than their efteem, except the laﬁmor in-

£ tcrcﬁs
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terefts and happinefs of them and their pofterity. I
defire only that they may judge for themfelves, ‘and
of the Bill itfclf by its own merits ; and not view it
through the medium of mifreprefentation, ‘which fo
many men in both kingdoms have, or think they
have, an intereft in placing between the publ:c and
the real fubject for their confideration,

The great principle of this Bill, namely equal
freedom in each kingdom to the merchants and
manufa&urers of the other, has been long my de-
cided opinion*. When for your fervice I endea-
voured to give fome light to this fubje&, I pointed
out this inequality as one of the juft grounds q}' our
commercial complaints, Are my fellow-citizens,
after twenty-five years experience of my copduct as
one of their reprefentatives, {0 little acquainted with
my charater, as to fuppofe me capable of exprefling
to the public the warmeft feelings on the fubject of
their former oppreffions in trade, and that I fhould
now have any defign ta renew thofe grievances, or to
impair thofe conftitutional rights, which alone can
prote¢t them in the enjoyment of commercial free-
dom! Apply all the exertions of your krowledge
and experience to this fubject; its importance de-
ferves them all. Shew your veteran, and, let me
add, faithful Reprefentative, that any part of the
meafure injures your rights as merchants, manu-
facturers, or freemen, and then fee whether any man

* See Commercial Reftraints of Ireland, Letter Qe

will
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will ufe more vigorous exertions for your fervice.
But confider it with that temper and good fenfe with
which the conduét of my fellow-citizens has been
ufually marked ; and do not fuffer it, before it has
been read or underftood, to be encountered by vio-
lence and outrage.

I have the honour to be;

Dear Sir,

Your moft faithful,
And obedient fervant,
JOHN HELY HUTCHINSON.,

Palmersion,
5th September, 1785.
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N Friday, the 12th of Auguft, 1785, Mr. Orde

made his long expected motion, for leave to
bring in a Bill— for effe€tuating the Intercourfe
and Commetce between Great Britain and Ireland, on
permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual
benefit of both countries.” Mr. Orde explained the
nature of the Bill in a fpeech of three hours conti-
nuance ¢ and, in confidering an impertant f{ubject,
he befeeched every member of the Houfe, *¢ to diveft
himfelf of what he had already heard, to throw afide
all prejudice, and to difcufs 2 mealure, fo interefting to
all, with tempers free from any bias, and with minds

open to conviction.”

»

e T, YRR A R T b e S A B o,

Myr. CoNNoLLY, Agamnfh.

Mr. Connolly faid, he had
before declared the bufinefs
to be intricate and myfteri-
ous; he now found it to be
extremely delicate.  Inftead
of concihiating, and as he had
faid, dovetailing the two
countries, it would in his opi-
nion, have a contrary effet ;
it would take away their con.-
ftitution, and leave them no
commerce at all. He had the
day before faid, he would
move a long adjournment,
and _propofe an addrefs to his
Majefty to explain the reafon
of 1ty but his idea was now
totally changed: Having heard
the Bill, he would object to
the motion for leave to bring

it

Mr. FitzcigsoN, For.
He began by calling for the

Refolution agreed to unani-
moufly on the 20th of Decem-~
ber, 1779, which was read,
and was in thefe words :

$¢Refolved, Nem, €Con. thata]ibert;
to trade with the Britith Colonies in
America and the Weft Indies, and the
Britifh Settiements on the Coaft of
Africa, in like manner as the trade is
earried on between Great Britain and
the faid Colonies and Settlements, will
be produive of very great commercial
benefits, wiil he a moft affe@ionate
mark of the regard and attention of
Great Britain to our difheffes, and will

“give new vigour to the zeal of his Ma-

jeity's brave and loyal people of Ire-
land, to ftand forward in fupport of his
Majefty’s perfon and government, and
the intereft, the honour, and the dig-
nity of the Britith empire.”

I will aflure the Right Hon,
Gentle-



M. Connorry, Ayainfl,

itin. The Bill bartered away
the conftitution of Ireland.
It was well known he had
‘been no advocate for the at-
tainment of that conftitution ;
but that Houfe having aflerted
the conftitution, and the con-
fticution baving been recog-
nized, he had no right to give
his confent to alter or relin-
_quifh it, nor had any member
‘of that Houfe any fuch right,
&aad the kingdom he was per-
fuaded, would never fubmit to
%-ﬁ.lch a facrifice. The Bill pro-
“pofed to be brought in by the
Right Hon. Gentleman, not-
- withftanding the mazes and
_ the labyrinth into which he had
endeavoured to lead the Houfe
- with a view to difguife and
‘glofs over irs real purport, it
was evident, was in fubftance
and effect, the {fame with the
Bill upon the table; the Bill
brought into the Britifh Par-
- liament, by the minifter. It
ought, therefore, to be oppofed
in the firft inftance. Lhey
‘had better not fuffer the Hydra
that threatened ruin to both
kingdoms to grow up; let
- them meet the mifchief in its
~ infancy, and ftrangle it in the
- cradle, He had veted for the
~ original Propofitions, becaule
‘he thought a permanent fyftem

~ tries; but the Bill now opened
~ tothe Houfel y the Right Hon.
\ G‘;nﬂwat\,' inftead of dove-
 tailing and uniting them, could

tend only to their mutual dif-
- ¢ontent and feparation.

- for the benefit of the two coun--

(7851

Myr. Firzcieson, For,

Gentleman, (M;. Connolly,’
that I did not in any fort
allude to any thing which ha
fallen from him ; but fince } =
has done me the honour to i, -
terrupt me, I fhall probably t
induced to allude to him b
fore I fir down; and the Rig: ©
Hon. Gentleman having calle
my attention to him, has
claim upon me for precc
dence, I fhall therefore in th
firft inftance difmifs 2im. Th-
Right Hon. Gentleman ha
ftated that this is a fubje&t of
fo much delicacy and intricacy,
{fo much envelope in difficulty
and myfltery, that it is nearl
incomprehenfible. And in the
fame breath he announces the

- whole fyltem to be injurious

to the trade and commerce of
this country, and (ubverfive of
its " legiflative independence.
The Right Hon, Gentleman
calls out for time to enable the
people to underitand the fub-
ject, and will not confent to
the introduétion of a Bill which
is to paint out to them what
they are to underftand.  The
Right Hon. Gentleman will
not confent to the introdu&ion
of a Bill which he has never
read, and which he profefles
his inability to underftand, be-
caufe it is a Bill which he af-
ferts to be ruinous to the trade,
and {ubverfive of the conflitug
tion of Ireland.

Poflibly 1 may have mifta-
ted the argument. [ do not
think however, that 1 have
miftated it; however, if my

Right
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repetition  of his

Mr. FirzeieeoN, Fur,

Right Hon. friend feels any
thing like uneafinefs at the
arguments,
or at any obfervation which I
bave made upon them, he
knows my refpe&t and regard
for him to be fo great, thatI
never can proceed in any thing
which may give him one mo-
ment’s pain. 1 am fatisfied
he aéts upon every occafionyg
to the beft of his judgment for
the advantage of this country.
I fhall therefore proceed as I
had intended when I firft rofe.

Ay GRATTAN, Azainft,

I can excufe the Right Hon.
Member who moves vou for
leave to bring in the Bill, he
is an Englithman, and con-
tends for the power of his own
country while I am contend-
ing for the liberty of mine;
he might have fpared himfelf
the trouble of ftating his own
Bill. I read it before, I read
K in the twenty Refolutions, [
read it in the Englifh Bill,
which is to all intents and pur-
pofes the fame; and which he
might read without the trou-

le of reforting to his own,
His.comment 1s of little mo-
‘ment; a Lord Lieutenant’s
.Secretary s an unfafe com-
mentator on an Irith conftitu-
won: the former merit of the
Right Hon. Gentleman in
prefling for the original Pro-
pofitions and contending a-
gainft the prefent, which he
now

My, FirzGieson, For,

As my Rt. Hon. friend (Mr.
Grattan ) alluded to the memor.
able ra of 1779, I thought it
neceflary to remind him of the
unanimous fenfe of the Houfe
and the Nation upon the fubjeét
at that time, and to remind him,
that the grant of the Colony
trade was at that time deemed
an act of liberality, which
ought to attach us warmly to
Great Britain. I thought it
neceflary to remind him.of his
language and condu@ at that
time, that the emulation of
that day was, who fhould
ftand forward to exprefs his
gratitude to Great Britain, and
his admiration of the unex-
ampled ability and addrefs with
which Lord North had cone
duéted the caufe of Ireland,
How it bas happened that the
extenfion and permanent efta-

blithment of the princzlc,
- which



 Mr. GRATTAN, dgainfl,
now fupports, may have been
yery great, and I am willing
to thank him for his paft fer-
wices; they may be a private
‘confolation to himfelf. No
more——I differ from him in
is account of this tranfa&icn.
‘He was pledged to his eleven
ropofitions; his offer was the
Propofitions, our’s the taxes ;
he took the latter, but forgets
‘the former. I leave both, and
‘come to his fyftem. Here it
“becomes neceffary to go back
‘a little—I begin with your
free trade obtained in 1779;
by that you recovered your
_right to trade with every part
~of the world, whofe  ports
E,were open to you, fubje to
- your own unftipulated duties,
‘the Britifh plantations only
excepted; by that, you ob-
tained the benefit of your in-
fular fituation, the benefit of
your weftern {ituation, and
the benefit of your exemption
from intolerable taxes. What
‘thefe advantages might be, no
‘man could fay, but any man
‘who had feen the ftruggle you
‘had made during a century of
depreflion, could forelee, that
a fpirit of induftry operating
‘upon a ftate of liberty in a
- young nation, muft in the
- courfe of time produce fignal
. advantages —the fea is like the
earth, to non-exertion a wayle,
to indufltrya mine; this trade
was accompanied with another,
2 plantation trade ; in this, you
retained your right to trade di-
" C}fy with the Britifh planta-
% tions
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which at that time was the
ful;je& of overftrained applaufe
and gratitude, has now bhe-
come a topic of popular cla-
mour and difcontent. = How
it has happened that a volun-
tary and precarious grant of
the Colony trade, in 1779,
was confidered an affe@ionate
mark of Britifh liberality, and
that an extended and irrevoca-
ble grant of the fame trade,
in 1785, is confidered as an

. infult and an injury:---How

my Right Hon. Friend will
reconcile his condu@ and his
language in 1779, to his con-
duét and his language on this
day, by what twift of argu-
ment he will be able to recon-
cile to the nation, opinions fo
violently contrafted and incon-
fitent, 1 am free to acknow-
ledge | want fagacity to dif-
cover,

That I may not incur the
hazard of contradiction, when
I ftate what was in 1779 con-
fidered perfe®t freedom of
trade, [ will recur to the words
of a Gentleman now in m
eye (Mr. Flood), delivered in
this affembly on the 20th of
December, 1779: ¢ What is
a Free Trade? [ was one of
the firft and moft decided in
ufing the term. Itis a trade
to the whole world, fubjet to
the reftraints of your own le-
giflature, and that of the
country with which you trade;
confequently in Britain, and
the Britith Colonies, fubject
to the reftritions of the Bri-

tith
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tions in a variety of articles,
without a reference to Britifh
duties; by this, you obtained
a right to trade with the Bri-
tith plantations direttly in each
and every other article, fubject
to the rate of Britifh duty ; by
this, you obtained a right to
feleét the article, fo that the
general trade {hould not hang
on the {pecial conformity ; and
by this, you did not covenant
to affec, exclude, or poftpone
the produce of foreign planta-
tions —the reafon was obvious,
you demanded two things, a
free trade and a plantation
trade; had the then minilter
infifted on a covenant to ex-
clude the produce of foreign
plantations, he had given you
a plantation trade inftead of a
free trade, (whereas your de-
mand was Jboth) and his grant
h.d been inadequate, unfatisfac-
tory, and inadmiffible—thefe
points of trade being fettled, a
third in the opinion of fome
remained ; namely, the inter-
courfe with England or the
channel trade—A fuccefsful
oliticz] campaign, an unfuc-
cefsful harveft, the poverty of
not a few, together with the
example of England, brought
forward in the year 1783, 2
number of famithing manu-
faCturers with a demand of pro-
te®ing duties; the extent of
their demand was idle, the
manner of conveying that de-
mand tumultuary, but not be-
ing wholly refifted nor yet
adequately aflifted, they la}ild
the

Mr, Firzcieson, For.
tith legiflature. This, fays
he, is a principle as clear as
the fun, which fhines upon
our reviving empire, and wide
as the univerfe, if the univerfe
were wider than it is.” This,.
Sir, is the Honourable Gentle-
man’s definition of a Free
Trade; and wpon his own
principles, clear as the fun,
and wide as the univerfe, [
meet him_upon the prefent
queftion. From 1774 to 1784,
we refted fatisfied upon the

“fubje& of trade; butin 1784,

it was difcovered that the com-
mercial intercourfe between
Great Britain and Ireland was
unequal ; that.fhe poured her
manufactures in upon us, and
fiut our manufatures out
from her markets. But above
all, it was complained that by
the conftruétion which fhe put
upon her navigation laws, we
were prohibited from import-
ing into England the produce
of her colonies, whilft fhe
claimed a right, and we ac-
quiefced in the claim, to im-
port into this country, from
England, the produce of the
whole world, The remedy
propofed was, to commence a
war of Prohibitory Duties,
but the good fenfe of the
Houfe faw how dcftrultive
fuch a meafure muft be, and
rejefled it by as refpeCtable a
mazjority as ever appeared
within thefe walls. An Ho-
nourable Member then thought
it neceflary to move an addrefs

to the Throne, that the fer-
vants
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the foundation of another plan,
which made its appearance in
1785, oppofite indeed to their
withes and fatal to their ex-
pectation; this was the fyftem
of reciprocity, a {yftem fair in
its principle and in procefs of
time likely to be beneficial but
not likely to be of any great
refent advantage, other than
y ftopping the growth of de-
mand, allaying a commercial
fever and producing fettlement
and incorporation with the
people of England; this {yftem
was founded on the only prin-
ciple which could obtain be-
~ tweentwoindependent nations,
equality, and the equality con-
fifted in fimilarity of duty: now
as the total abatement of duties
on both fides, had driven the
Irifthman out of his own mar-
ket, as the raifing our duties to
the Britifh ftandard had driven
the Englithman out of the Irith
market, a third method was
reforted to, the abatement of
Britith duty to the Irith ftan-
dard: but then this equality of
duty was inequality of trade,
for as the Englithman with
: that duty againft him, bad
| beaten you in the Irifh market,
: with that duty in his favour he
muit keep you out of the Eng-
lilh: fo that under this ar-
rangement the Englith manu-
fa&urer continued protelted,
and the Irith manufalturer
continued expofed, and the
abatément of duty was no
more than difarming the argu-
‘thent of retaliation. - Had the
Y arrange-
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vants of the crown might be
directed to employ the interval
between that time and the pre-
fent feflion in digefting a plin
of commercial intercourfe be-
tween Great Britain and Ire-
land, upon equitable and li-
beral principles. Thave heard
Gentlemen fay, they confider-
ed that addrel}s’ as alluding to
Prote&ing Duties, but 1 will
not pay their memories a com-
pliment at the expence of
their underftandings; it is
impoffible they could have un-
derftood that this addrefs al-
luded to Protecting Duties; the
words of the addrefs {peak the
fenfe of it very plainly; and
Proteting Duties had been
juft rejected, as a wild and
nonfenfical project.

A (yftem of commercial in-
tercourfe therefore was called
for, by the Parliament of Ire-
land, and I truft I fhall not
hear it again aflerted, that this
has been a fubjeét obtruded
upon the nation. The una-
nimous addrefs of the Com-
mons gives the lie dire&t to
that aflertion ; accordingly the
outline of the fyftem which
had been called for, was fub-
mitted to the Houfe in eleven
Propofitions, early in this
fefion. The leading features
of it were, ¢ That the
markets of both countries
fhould be open to the manu-
factures of each other upon
equal terms; that therefore
no new prohibition or addi-
tional duties fhould be im-

G pofcd
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arrangement f{topped here, it
had been unjuft indeed, but
as Ireland was to covenant
that the would not raife her
duties on Britith manufa&ures,
England on her part was to
covenant, that fhe would not
diminifh her preference in fa-
vour of Irifh linen, and the
adjuftment amounted to a co-
venant, that neither country
in their refpe&tive markets
would affe& the manufa&ure
of the other by any operative
alteration of duty; however,
the adjuftment did not ftop at
the home manufadture, it went
to plantation produce, and

here you {ftood on two grounds,

law and juftice; law, becaufe
you only defired that the fame
words of the fame a& of na-
vigation fhould have the fame
conftruftion on one file the
Channel as they have on the
other ; how they had, ever
borne a different onej. I cans
not conceive, o:herwife than
by fuppofing ‘that i your an-
cient ftate of dependency you
were not intitled towthe com-
mon benchit of the mother

tongue ; the anfwerto this ar-
gument was__uniatisfactory,

‘¢ that England bad altered the
law,” but if l:.vgldnd had /o
a]ttled the law, it ceafed to
impofe the fame reltritions
and confer the f{ame advan-
tages, aud then a doubt might
arife ‘'whether the a& of na-
vigation was the law of Ire-
land, fo that you fevmed en-
tidded to the confiruétion or

free

-'TW'“ R,

M. FitzG1BRON, For.

pofed in either country upon
the manufaltures of theother
that Great Britain fhould s
cure and make permane{c
us, the grant of the co

trade, which by the &téq—
ment of 1779, ;);s my R

Hon. Friend has termed 1t,
was. precarious and revocable 3
and that fhe [hogld relax her
nawganon laws ‘insour fa-
vour, For t!}‘e prefent I
fhall not go into. the detail
of this fyftem, but I muft re-
mind Gemﬂgmqn, that Eng-
land by this agreement binds
herfélf to fecure to this coun- -
try the monopoly of her mar-
ket in the article of linens.
And I muft remind them alfo,

“that a Gentleman of the firft

abilities, a lzader of Englith
oppofition, did ftate emphatl-
cally in the Britilh Senate,
that Britzin, by fo doing, gave
up her beft proteé’non againft
the future caprices of this
country.

As to the liberty of fending
our manufactures to the Britith
markets, I freely own I bave
not very s guine expe&anons
of advantage from it. But,
Sir, lprize the advantages of
a relaxation in her navigation
laws very highly., 1 think
that without fuch a relaxation

‘we have little profpect indeed

of any foreign trade: be-
caufe, if the Irifh merchant
has not the certain iffue of the
Englith markets for foreign
commodities, he has no fpur
to enterprize and fpeculation.

But
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free from the a&; now it is
of more confequence to Eng-
land that you fhould be bound
by the a& of navigation, than
to Ireland to have the benefit
of the fair conftru&ion of it.
But you ftood on ftill better
ground, juftice; was it juft
that you fhould receive. plan-
tation goods from England,
and that England thould not
receive them from you? here

(if you don’t find the law e-
qual, you may makeit fo: for as
yet you area free Parliament,

I leave this part of the fub-
je&; equality of duty but no
prefent equality of trade. 1
come to that part of the ad-
juftment which is inequality of
both; — and firft, the part
which relates to the primum
of your manufa&tures. When
the original Propofitions were
argued, Gentlemen exclaimed,
¢ England referves her'W ool,
and lIreland does not referve
her Woollen Yarn,” 1t was
anfwered, ¢¢ [reland_may if
fhe pleafes,” what wiil thofe
Gentlemen now fay, when
England referves both ;—the
primum of ber minufactures,
and of yours§ and not only
woollen yarn but linen yarn,
hides, &c? To tell me that
this exportation is beneficial to
Ireland is to tell me nothing ;

the queftion is not about ftop-

ping the export, but giving
. up the regulation, in inftances
where  England retains the
power of regulation, and the
~ a&t of prohibition. To tell
e me,

My, Frrzeirson, For,

But if England relaxes het na-
vigation laws in our favour,
fhe has a right to expect that
we fhall prote@ and cherith
the fhips and mariners of the
empire, as fthe has protected
them. She has a right to ex-
pect that we will follow her in
a code of laws, which have
been the fource of her com-
mercial opulence, the prime
orifin of hermaritime (irength,
and therefore it is folly to {up-
pofe that England will ever
conclude any treaty of com-
merce with any nation on the
earth, without ample fecurity
for the proteGion and encou-
ragement of Britith fhips and
mariners, and for the protec-
tion and encouragement of her
own plantations. This fecu-
rity the has a right to expe&
from us, and without it, it is
vain to hope that fhe will ever
conclude any treaty with us,
and [ muft remind Gentlemen,
that our trade with England is
of greater value than our trade
with the reft of the world.
If we were to lofe it, in fix
months, you would not have
gold in circulation for the
common occafions of life.

This is the outline of the
fyftem, propofed and approved
of almott univerfally, carly in
the feflion, and I call upon
any man to thew me where
the principle or f{pirit of this
fyftem has been departed from
in the Englith Propofitions, or
in the Bill introduced by the
Englifh Minifter,

G 2 But
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me, that this exportation is
neceffary for England is to tell
me nothing, but that you are
material to England and there-
fore fhould have obtained at
leaft equal terms. [own, to
affift the manufaures of Great
Britain as far asis not abfo-
lutely inconfiftent with thofe
of Ireland is to me anobjeld ;
but ftill the difference recurs,
fhe is not content with volun-
tary accommodation on your
part, but exalls perpetual export
from you in the very article,
in which fhe retains abfolute
prohibition—¢¢ no new pro-
hibition’’----every prohibition
beneficial to England was laid
before---none in favour of Ire-
land. Ireland till 1779 was
a province, and every provinge
is a vi&im, your provincial
ftate ceafed, but before the
provincial regulations are done
away, this arrangement efta-
blithes a principle of ##i po/-
Jidetis, that 1s, Great Britain
thall retain all her advantages,
and Ireland fhall retain all her
difadvantages. - But I leave
this part of the adjuftment
where reciprocity-is difclaimed
in the outfet of treaty and the
rudiment of manufaCiure; I
come to inftances of more
ftriking “tnequality, and firft
your fituation in the Eaft,
You aje to give a monopoly
to the prefent or any future
Eatt-India Company during
its exiftence, and to the Bri-

tith nation for ever after; it .

has been faid that the Irifhm:’:m_
in

Mpr. F112G1EBON, For.

But it was neceflary to com-,
bat the prejudices of the Bri- -
tith manufalturers, and the
oppofition of a party,. many
of whom do, I am (atishied,
oppofe any extenfion of the
trade and commerce of Ireland
upon principle, and therefore
it is, that the Britith Minifter,
and the men whao fupported
him, were forced into the de-
tzil of this fubjeét in their Re-
folutions —— A detail, which
muft neceflarily have followed,
even if the Britith Parliament
had kept clear of it in this firft
ftage of the bufinefs.

od forbid that I fhould
impute wrong motives to any
man ; I am fatished that it is
the principle of fome of the
leading men of the prefent op-
pofition in England, not to
extend the trade and commerce
of this country. And if I did
not chufe to keep this fubject
clear of any thing which might
look like a queftion of Englifh
party, 1 would prove to the
conviction of every man who
hears me, that the weight of
Ireland in the fcale of the em-
pire muft for ever prove an
obftacle to the great object of
their political career.

With refpet to the Eaft
India trade, [ muft inform the
Right Hon. Gentleman, that
it is a queftion, in my mind,
of no doubt or difficulty, that
we have by a law of Ireland
confirmed the monopoly of
the Eaft India Company; and
therefore, fo long as their

charter



Mr. GRATTON, dgainft.

this is in the {ame fituation
the Englithman, but there
is this difference, the difference
between having, and not hav-
ing the trade; the Britith Par-
liament has judged it moft
xpedient for Gieat Britain to
garry on her trade to the Laft,
by an exclufive Company; the
rifh Parliameént is now to de-
termine it moft expedient for
reland to have no trade at all
n thefe parts. This is not a
urrender of the political rights
f the conftitution, but of the
natural rights of man; not of
he privileges of Parliament,
but ¢ of the rights of nations,”
-¢¢ not to fail beyond the
Cape of Good Hope and the
btraits of Magellan,” an aw-
1 interdit | Not only Euro-
sean fettlements, bur neutral
countries excluded, and God’s
yrovidence fhut out in the
moft opulent boundaries of
creation ; other interdifls go
o particular places for local
‘reafons, becaufe they belong
o certain Kuropean States, bue
there are neutral regions for-
bidden and a path prefcribed
o the Irifhman on opea fea.
“Other interdi&s gotoa deter-
“minate period of time, but here
is an eternity of reftraint, you
re to have no trade at all du-
ing the exiftence of any Com-

thofe countries after its expi-
“ration 3 this refembles rather
2 judgment of God than an
“a& of the legiflature, whether

- you meafure it by immenfity

v a,ndk.;,gq free trade to.

of
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charter laits, we are bound by
it. And were this charter ex-
pired, [ believe our profpeét of
a trade to India, even if it were
the intereft of this country to
interfere with Great Britain, is
very remote indeed.

he Right Hon Gentleman
has faid, that we gain but a
{peck ef advantage in the per-
miflion granted to Eaft India
thips to touch at Irifh ports
in their paflage out; and yert
this was one very great caufe
of the clameur raifed in Eng-
land againft the {yftem; for
Mr.Wedgwood, and two other
men,who weie examined upon
the fubjedt, at the bar of the
Houfe of Lords, did not hefi«
tate to declare, that glafs, and
{ome other articles, were likely
to be exported from Ireland to
the Eaft Indies, and in fuch
quantities as would prove ex-
tremely injurious to the ma-
nufaitures of England.

As to the Eaft India trade,
the Gentleman is much mif-
taken. Whenever the charter
of the Company fhall expire,
Ireland will, upon. the fame
teims as the (ubjelts of Great
Britain, be enabled to trade
with all the Britith pofleflions
in the Eaft, as to Britith colo-
nies, and to all the indepen-
dent {tates without reftriction.

—The Right Hon. Gentle-
man is totally and radically
miftaken, and there cannot he
a ftronger argument for the
introduction of the Bill than
he has furnifhed ; for it now

appears
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Mr. GRATTAN, Againgl,
of fpace or infinity of dura-
tion, and has nothing human
about it except its prefump-
tion.

What you lofe by this fur-
render, what you forfeit b
giving up the poflibility of
intercourfe with fo great a pro-
portion of the inhabited Globe,
1 cannot prefume to fay; but this
I can fay, that Gentlemen
have no right to argue from
prefent want of capital againft
future trade, nor to give up
their capacity to trade becaufe
they have not yet brought
that capacity into altion, #ill
lefs have they a right to do o
without the thadow of compen-
Jation, and leaft of all on the
affected compenfation -which,
trifling with your underftand-
ing as well as intereft, {uffers
a veflel to go to'the Weft, in
its way to the Eaf* .1 leave
this uncompenfated furrender
—I leave your fituation in the
Eaft which .is blink—1 leave
your f{ituation in the Eaft
which is the furrender of trade
itfelf 3 and I come to vour
fituation in the Welt which is
a furrender of its freedom.
You are to give 2 monopoly
to the Britith plantations at
their-own taxes; before, you
did {o only in certain articles,
with a power of feleétion,
and then only as long as you
pleafed to conform to the con-
dition, and without any fti-
pulation to exclude foreign
produce. It may be very pro-
per to exclude foreign produce

by

-
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Mpr. Firzcieso ‘Fd}
appears that he is altogethe
miftaken in his idea “of th
fundamentals of it.. - He hz
obje@ted to this fyftem, th
we ftipulate not to trade wit

 the colonies of foreign ftates

Now I requeft of gentleme
to attend-to this objection. 1
is modeftly defired on the pa
of this country, that Gr

Britain thould grant irrevoca
bly to us a right to trade witk
her colonies and plantations
and leave it in our difcretion
at any time, to trade with fo
reign colonies and plantations
to the prejudice of Britain anc
Britith plantations ; nay more
it is defired that Englanc
fhould open her ports to re
ceive the produét of the Wef
Indies through the medium o
Ireland, and truft to the fcru.
pulous honour cf Irith mer-
chants not to deceive her, by
impofing the produceof foreigr
colonies upon Great Britain ir
her own markets, to the utte
ruin of the Britith plantations.
But can any thing be more
juft, if we are to fhare with
England her colony trade,
than that we fhould give to he

-colonies a monopoly of out

market? It has been infinu-
ated, that we could trade ta
more advantage with the colo-
nies of foreign ftates;" but
what foreign ftates will allow
us to trade with their colonies?
Who is to proteét us if fo-
reign ftates fhall refufe to do
us juftice ! or who is to affert
our rights if they fhall be vio,

- Jated 2
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and at your own free will
and option, but now you are
to covenant to do fo for ever,
and thereby you put the trade
out of your own power for
ever, and you give to the Eng.
lith, Weft as well as Eaft,
‘an eternal monopoly for their
 plantation produce in the tax-
ing and regulating of which
you have no fort of delibera-
| tion or interference, and over
‘which Great Britain has a
| compieat fupremacy. Here
‘'you will confider the advan-
‘tage you receive from that mo-
nopoly, and judge, how far
it may be expedient to fet up
againft yourfelves that mono-
poly for ever ; there is fcarcel
- an article of the Britith plan-
tations that is not out of all
proportiondearer than the fame
‘article is in any other part of
 the Globe, nor any one arti-
cle that is not produced elfe-
- where, for fome of which arti-
" cles you might eftablith a
- mart for your manufactures,
!.. Portugal, for inftance, capa-
ble of being a better market
for our drapery than Great
- Britain; this enormity of price
is aggravated by an enormity
- of tax, what then is this co-
venant? to take thefe articles
- from the Britith plantations,
- and from none other, at the
% prefent high rates and taxes,
&

- and to take them at all times
to come, fubjet to whatever
. further rates and taxes the Par-

* liament of Great Britain fhall
enadt.

sl G0 VA

by your own temporary laws,

Mr. Frrzcieson, For,

lated? But admit for a mo-
ment, that we could trade with
the colonies of foreign ftates,
in exclufion to the colonies of
Britain, would not this be an
act of open hoftility, and call
for retaliation ?

TheRight HonourableGen-
tleman is miftaken as to the
fettlement of 1779---it was a
voluntary grant, revocable at
pleafure ; and one great argu-
ment in favour of the prefent
fettlement is, that by it that
grant is rendered irrevocable.

I now come to the great ar-
gument of thofe who oppofe
this {y{ftem—the argument, if
it deferves the name, which
has been trumpeted forth by
the enemies of Ireland in both
countries, to inflame her firide,
and to prejudice her againft
this fettlement. It is aflerted
againiand again, that this trea-
ty is an infult to Ireland -
that it ftrikes directly at, the
independence of her legifla-
ture. This is the firft inftance
in which Ireland has ever
treated, and it is a new idea
to me, that England, by o-
pening and carrying on a trea-
ty with her ‘as with an inde-
pendeunt ftate, infults her pride,
and ftrikes at her indepen-
dence. But what is defired of
her on the part.of England ?
So long as you continue to
trade with us, as you have
propofed, we defire of you,
by laws of your enalting, to
cherifh, and proteét, and en-
courage the fhips and mariners

. of




Myr. GRATTON, Againfi.
ena&t. Let me afk you, why
did you refufe Prote&ting Du-
tics to your own people ! be-
caufe they looked like 2 mono-
poly ; and will you give to the
Eaft India Merchant, and the
Weft India planter fomething
more? a2 monopoly where the
monopolift is in fome degree
the law-giver. The principle

of equal duty or the fame re-
ftyviCtion is not the fthadow of
fecurity; to make fuch.a prin-
ciple apphcable, the ob_]e&s
moft be equal, but here the
obje&s are not only diffimilac
but oppofite ; the condition
of EROFO d is great debt and
%:':atcr ‘capital, great incim-
nces, but fill greater abili-
ties ;_the condition of Ireland,
Title ‘capital but a fmall debr
poverty but exemption from
intolerable taxes. Equal but-
thens will have oppofite ef-
felts, they will fund the debt
of one ‘country, and deftroy
ihe trade of the otheér; high
duties will take away your re-
fource, “which is. exemption
from them, but will be a fund
for Great Britain: thus the
colony principle in its extent
1s d‘angt?mus to a very great
degree.  Suppofe Grear Bri-
tain fhould raife her colony
duties to a ftill greater degree,
to anfwer the exigency of
foate future war, or to fund
her prefent debt, you muft
follow, for by this bill you
would have no option in fo-
réign trade ; you muft follow,
not ‘becaufe you wanted the
4 Gix
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of the empire, as :

done, We only defire "_
by laws of your ow '

a code of laws, t% o
which ftands “hlf

the nations of Eﬁr -a code
of laws which is_ the great
fource of the ﬁre'nbth and
wealth of ‘the ‘empire. Sa
]ohﬁ as ydi ‘continue to tra
wit @ ies, we defi
that you will regulaie th:
tradc, as' M‘:do. gBut if you
do ot chufe to adopt ovur na-
vigation code---if you do n
chufc to prote& ‘the fhips an
mariners of the empire bl
your laws, as we protect them
bz ours---if you do not 'chuﬁ
regulate your trade with ouf
plantations, as we rEgulal‘a
ours, why then there is an en
of the agreemcn't- -you thef
make your 6ption, not to trade
with us, and with our planta-
tions, upon the terms which
are neceffary for the general
fecurity of the empire. ;
~ Here give me leave to rec
to that principle, clear as t
fun and wide as the univerfe
which I have taken the liber
to borrow from an Honour
able Member — Freedom
trade, is llberty to trade wi
foreign nations, fubjea to
reﬁn&nons of your own ¢
ng'ature, and the lég"ﬂat ,
of ‘the country with which
trade. Here I meet that
nourable Member with
own principle, clothéd in
own words : and if the prﬁ
ciplé is queftioned, it is i
poﬂi*

4
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tax, but left your exemption
from taxes fhould give your
manufattures any comparative
advantage, Irifh taxes are to

- precautions againft the
profperity of Irifh manufac-
tures!| You muft follow be-
caufe vour taxes here would
be no longer meafured by the
wants of the country or the
intereft of her commerce, be-
caufe we thould have inftituted
a falle meafure of taxation ;
the wants and the riches of
another country,which exceeds
you much in wants, but in-
finitely more in riches. I fear
we fhould have done more,
we fhould have made Englith
jealoufy the barometer of Irith
taxes. Suppofe this country
fhould in any degree eftablith
a direct trade with the Britifh
plantations, fuppole the appre-
henfions of the Britith manu-
falurersinany degree realized,
they may diétate your duties,
they may petition the Britufh
Parliament to raife certain du-
ties, which fhall not affe¢t the
articles of their intercourfe,
but may ftop yours ; or, which
fhall affect the articles of their
intercourfe a little and annihi-
late yours ; thus they may by
one and the {ame duty raife a
revenue in England, and de-
ftroy a rival in Ireland. Cam-
blets are an inftance of the
former, and every valuable
plamation import an inftance
of the latter ; your option in
fareign trade had been a re-
fraint on England, er a re-
. & fourcg
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poflible to form a commercial
treaty with any nation on
earth. But [ will thew you
the principle recorded again
and agam in your own ftatute
book, from 1779 to 1785—=
feflion after fefion you have
recorded it. What was the
principle admitted in 1779—
admitted and proclaimed by
the whole nation .in_peals of
applaufe and gratitude? We
will import the produce of the
Britith colonies and planta-
tions upon the terms of ena&-
ing from time to time, by our
laws, fpecific taxes impofed by
Great Britain upon Britith fub-
je&ts 5 and accordingly, feflion
after feflion, this agreement
has been recited in your mo-
ney bill. The Britifth tax is
recited, and the Britith tax is
enatted. What is your op-
tion here? Have you an op-
tion as to the quantum of tax ?
No ; you ena& the Britifh tax,
or you give up the trade. [
defy the imgenuity of man to
diitinguifh the two cales in
point of conftitution. What
does England defire now ?---
You have propofed to trade
with me in a more extended
way, than you have heretofore
~done---1 agree to it, provided
you agree on your part to make
the fame regulations from time
to time, to protect and en- -
courage the mariners and fhips
of the empire, as 1 do here,
Where is the infult here, or
where is the attack upon your
independence ? - I fay again,

H whege
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Myr. GRATTAN, Againfi,
fource to Ireland, "but under
this adjuftment you give up
your foreign trade, and confine
yourfelf to thit which you

muft not prefume to regulate. -

The exclufion of foreign plan-
tation produce would feem
fufficient, for every purpofe of
power and domination, but to
agoravate, and it would feem,
toinfult, the Independent States
of North America are moft
ungracioufly brought into this
arrangement, as if Ireland was
a Britith colony, or North
America continued a part of the
Britifh dominion ; by the Re-
folutions almoft all the pro-

duce ‘of North America was |

to be imported to Ireland, {ub-
ject to Britith duties ; the Bill
is more moderite, and only
enumerates certain articles:
But what right has Great Bri-
tzin to interfere in our fo-

reign trade, what right has

fhe to diftate to us on the
fubjeét of North American trade?
How far this country may be
further affected by clogging
her plantation trade and fur-
rendering her free ‘trade, I
fhall  not for ‘the prefent ftop
more minutely to inquire, but

I muft ftop t6 proteft againft.

one circumftance in this ar-
rangement, which fhould not
accompany any arrangetient,
which would be fatal to fettle-
ment itfelf, and tear afunder
the bands of faith and affec-
tion; theé circumftance I mean,
‘is the opeéning of the

: ments

fectle-

M. FrrzcisBoN, For.

where is the departure from the
Honourable Member’s prin=
ciple, clear as the fun, and
wide as the univerfe?’—=where
is the departure from the prin-
ciple, fan&ified and ‘recorded
again and again in“your own
ftatute book ! An Honourable
Member has alluded to .the
Methuen Treaty. What is
that treaty ? 1t eonfifts of two
articles only—Portugal agrees
to receive Englith woollens,
and En agrees, from'time
to time, to enact fpecific taxes
upon -the wines ‘of Portugal,
Is not this the fame principle
again ! "Why the Honourable
Member may as well fay, that
England is infulted, and that
England furrendered her inde-
pendence, becaufe fhe a’greed
not to raife more than a ftated
revenue upon the importation
of Portugal wines ; becaufe
fhe binds herfelf to give a pre-
ference to the wines of Portu-
gal in the Britilh market, at
all times over the wines of
France. In fhort, if the Irith
nation will never condefcend
to promife a compliance with
any condition of a treaty, the
Irith nation muit determine
never to make any commercial
treaty, or any treaty whatever.

It has been {zid, we cannot
confide in the prefent Mini-
{fter ; but if we cannot confide
in him, | do not know in what
part of the Britith dominions
we can find the man in whom
we can confide. As to the lead-

ing



'r
l
E
:
3

My, GRATTAN, Againfl.
ments of the colony trade,
and free trade of 1779 : this
adjuftment takes from you the
power of chufing the article,
fo that the whole covenant
hangs on the f{pecial circum-
ftance, and takes from you
your option in the produce of
foreign plantations, and even
of America. It is a revifion
in peace of the fettlements of
war; it is a revocation in
peace of the acquilition of
war. [ here atk by what au-
thority? By what authority
is Ireland obliged now to en-
ter into a general account for
paft acquifitions? Did the
petition of the manufaliurers
defire it ? Did the addrefles
of the laft feffion delire it?
Did the Minifter in this fefhon,
fuggeft it? No; I call for
authority, whereby we can be
juftified in waving the benefit
of paft treaties, and, bringing
the whole relative btuatien of
this country into queftion in
an arrangement, which only
profefies to fettle her channel
trade. 1 conceive the fettle-
ments of the laft war are fa-
cred;; you may make other
{ettlements with the Britifh
nation, but you will never
make any'fmbaneﬁcial as thele
are; they were the refult of
a = conjuncture miraculoufly.
formedy, and fortunately feiz-
ed. The American war was
the Irifh harveft. From that
period, as from the lucky mo-
ment of your fate, your com-
merce, conftitution, and minﬁ
Y too
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Mr. Firzcieson, For.

ing 'men who oppofe him, [
am fatisfied it is a firlt princi-
ple with them not to make
any conceflion to this country
which is to add to her weight
in the fcale of the empire.—
In 1779, when Lord North
propofed his Refolations in
favour of Ireland, they would
not aflent, nor would they dif-
fent — they ,would referve
themfelves. In 1785, when
Mr. Pitt, with the liberality
of a great and firm mind,
ftood forth to combat the pre-

judices of the manufalturers

of Great Britain, for the ge-
neral advantage of the empire,
they echoed the clamours and
the' prejudices of thefe men,
and having failed in their pro-
{pe& of damning the meafure
in- England, they inftantly
changed their ground, and
applied themfelves to the pride
and the prejudices of this
country ; and, as [ have been
informed, they have fome-
what prematurely indulged
their merriment at our €X-
pence—they have fomewhat
prematurely indulged  their
merriment at the expence of
a few individuals, whom they
fuppofe to have {wallowed the
bait. And this country will
be the laughing-ftock of every.
nation in Burope, if fhe be-
comes the dupe of fo palpable
and {hallow.an artifice. Here,
Sir, 1 defire to_be underftood,
not to ftate this as a conduét in
any degree reprehenfible—lam
fatisfied thele gentlemen alt

Ha2 upon
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took form and vigour ; and to

that period, and to a firft und. .

falient principle muft they re-
cur for life and renovation.
"Tis therefore [ confider thofe
fettlements as facred, and from
them I am naturally led to
that part of the fubje which
relates to compeniation, the
payment which we are to make
for the lofles which we are to
fuftain.  Cereainly compen-
fation cannot apply to the free
trade fuppofing it uninvaded,
firft, becaufe that trade was
your right; to pay for the re-
covery of what you fhould ne-
ver have loft, had been to a
great degree unjuft and dero-
gatory : fecondly, becaufe that
free trade was eftablithed in
1779, and the fettlement then
clofed, and cannot be opened
now ; todo fo were to deftroy
the faith of treaties, to make
1t idle to enter inta the prefent
fettlement, and to reader it
vain to enter intoany fettle-
ment with a Britith Minifter.
The fame may be faid of the
colony trade ; that too was
fettled in 1799 on terms then
fpecified, not now to be open-
ed, clogged, conditioned, or
circumfcribed ; ftill lefs does
compenfation apply to the free
conftitution of 1782, His
Majefty then informed you
from the throne, ¢ thefe things
come unaccompanied with any
ftipulation” befides, the
free conftitution, like the free
trade, was your right, Free-
men wont pay for the recovery

of

Mr. Fi1TzG1BBON, For. |
upon fyftem, but no man fhall
perfuade me that they are
friends of [reland. Letgentle-
men recollect the language held
by the leader of Englifh oppo-
fition, and by a gentleman
foremoft in his confidence on
the fame day; one-genileman
ftated, that Captain Brooke
was an interefled witnefs, and
therefore not to be credited,
becaufe this was an agree-
ment wholly and exclufively
beneficial (o Ireland. And in
the next half hour his friend
ftated, that he had written to
all his friends in Ireland to be
upon their guard, for that it
Was an agreement ruinous to
the commerce and the confti-
tution of this country—I liften
to the one and the other with
perfect indifference, [ do not
pretend to fay, that a few in-
dividuals in Great Britain may
not perhaps feel a temporary
inconvenience from this fet~
tlement; but [ am perfetly
aflured, that it will be highly
advantageous to the empire,
There is no folid advantage
which this country can acquire
that will not ultimately tend
to the ftrength and wealth of
the Britith empire, and there-
fore he is a narrow and flimfs
politician, who will facrifice
the ftrength of the empire to
the narrow prejudices of inte-
refted individuals. A {pirit of
monopoly isthe firft principleof
a merchant or a manufa&urer.
Whillt man continues to be a
creature of paffion and intereft,

felte
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of right ; payment had dero-
v §at_cd from the claim of right ;
fo we then ftated to Miniftry.
It was then thought that to
‘Bave annexed fubfidy to con

ficution had been a barren ex-
periment on public poverty,
‘and ‘had marred an illuftrious
~€xperiment on the feelings of
‘the nation, and had been nei-
‘ther fatisfaion to Ireland,
nor revenue to Great Britain.
‘This bolder policy, this hap-
py art, which faw how much
‘may be got by tax, and how
much muft be I-ft to honour,
which made a bold pufh for
the heart of the nation, and
Jeaving her free to acquire,
‘took a chance for her difpofi-
‘tion to give, had its effe@;
for fince that time until the
prefent  mefl  unfortunate at-
Zempt, a great bulk of the
‘community were on the
fide of Government, and
‘the parliamentary conftitution
was a guarantee for public

_peace.
i* See then what you obtained
“without compenfation —a co-
Jdony trade, a free trade, the
Jindependency of your judges,
‘the government of your army,
the extenfion of the uncon-
Mtitutional powers  of your
council, the‘relioration of the
Judicature of your lords, and
the independéncy of your Je-
giflature [
- See now what you obtaip
by compenfation—a covenang
‘not to trade beyond the Cape
of Good Hope and the Strairsf
o

{088 ]

Mr. Frrzcieson, For.
felf-intereft will be his firft
conlideration; and therefore in
a great national {yftem of come
merce, a merchant or a manu-
faCturer is perhaps the laft man
from whom you may expe&
information. The great ob-
jetof his life is to accumulate
wealth for himfelf; but in
what manner national wealth
is accumulated, his education
or his purfuits do not enable
him to fee; and therefore,
upon a great national fyftem,
amerchant ora manufaQurer is
perhaps the laft man to whom
I would apply for information.

t me remind gentlemen of
the evidence delivered at the
bar of this Houfe in the courfe
of the laft feffion. How many
of your merchants and manu-
faéturers informed you, that
this would never be a nation
of trade, foreign or domeftick,
until you impofed prohibitory
duties on the importation of
Britith woollens. In a coun-
try whofe imports from Eng-
land do not exceed one mil-
lion,and whofe exports to Eng-
land exceed two millions and
an half, the merchants and
manufaturers came forward
to prefs you to commence a
war of prohibitory duties.
An Hon. Gentleman fays, he
has no conndence in the Irifh
Adminiftration, and he affigns
one reafon for his want of
confidence, that my Right
Hon. friend when he was at
London never appeared in the
Houfe of Commons to clear

"p
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of Magellan ; a covenant not
to take foreign plantation pro-
duce, but as the Parliament
of Great Britain fhall permit ;
a covenant not to take certain’
produce of the United States
of North America, but as
(Great Britain fhall permit; a
covenant not to take Britifh
plantation produce, but as
Great Britain fhall prefcribe ;
2 covenant to make fuch alls
of navigation as Great Britain

fhall prefcribe; a covenant

never to protect your own ma-
nufalures, never to guard the
primum of'thofe manufactures!
— I'hefe things are accompa~

nied, I do acknewledge, with:

a 'covenant on the part of
England to difarm your argu-
ment for protecting duties, to
give the Englifh. language in
the. 2a& of navigauon the fame.
conftruétion in Ireland, and to
leave our linen markets with-
out moleftaticn or diminution.
One thould think fome god
prefided over the liberties of
this country who made it fru-
gality in the Jrifh. nation. to
continuefreey but has annexed
the penaltics of fineas well as.
infamy to the furrender of the
conttitution ! From this con-
{ideration. of commerce, a
queftion much more high,
much more deep, the invalu-
able queftion of conttitution
arifes, in which the idea of
protecting duties, the idea of
reciprocal duties, countervail-
ing duties, and all that detail
vanifhy; and the energies of

every

My, F1F2GIisROR, For.
up a doubt whzthgr. ‘he had
ufed the word amart, or the
word. emporium whenche firft
ftated his eleven Propofisions
to this Houfe. There is anoy
ther reafon, and I will fay it is
the true reafon, why that gen-
tleman has po confidence in
the Irifh Adminiftration—he
has no.connexion with them;
—but bzing clofely, connetted
with them, it fhall always be
my pride, as a gentleman of
this country, to acknowledge
my obligations to the Duke of
Rutland, and to my Right
Hon. Friend. This country
owes more to them than to
any men who have ever filled
their {tations. In the courfe
of this very interefting. bufi-
nefs, they have difplayed the
moft unwearied affiduity, and
unfhaken firmnefs and inte-
grity.

Before I fit down I muft re-
mind the Houfe, that my Right
Hon. Friend (Mr. Connolly)
has, by authority from a noble
Duke, difavowed the declara-
tion which was imputed to
him, becaufe it refcues a noble-
man for whom I entertain a
very affeCtionate refpect, from
{fome imputations which-I have
heara thrown upon him, ana
which from my knowledge of
his ftri¢t honour and integrity,
1 bave always afferted to be
falfe and groundlefs, We all‘i
recolle&t when a motion was
made in this Houfe, with re«
fpet to the Eaft Indies, that
my predeceffor in office de-
clared,
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- every heart, and the prudence
of every head, are called uvpon
to fhicld this nation, that long
deprefled, and at length by

- domeftic virtue and foreign

. misfortune emancipated, has

- how to defend her newly-ac-

. quired rights, and her juitly-

_ acquired reputation; the quef-
tion is no lefs than that, which
| three years ago agitated, firad
- and exalted the Irith nation—
the independency of the lrith
- Parliament I By this Bill we
are to covepant that the Par-

- hiament of Ireland fhall fub-

- fcribe whatever laws the Par-

- liamenr of England fhall pre-

- fcribe, refpe@®ing your trade
with the Britith plantations,
your trade in the produce of

~ foreign plantations, and part

- of your trade from the United

- States of North America.
There is alfo a fweeping co-

~ venant or condition, whereby

~ we are to agree to fublcribe

. whatever laws the PdMiament

- of England fhall prefcribe re-

~ {pe&@ing navigation ; ‘the =d-

F_ juftment fubjects alfo your're-
~ verfionary trade to the Eaft to
! the fame terms=- over all thefe
. objedts you are to have no
- propounding, no deliberative,
 no negative, no. legiflative

- power whatfoever. Here then

* is an end of your Free Trade

~ and your Free Conftitution !

§ I acquit the people of Eng-
" land5 an ill-grounded jealoufy
| fo!"dheir‘qdé feems aggra-
 vatéd by a well-founded alarm
 for your li§ny ; unwilling to

Ll relinquifh,

»

&,

My. Firzcisseny For,

clared, that it was improper to
fritter away piece-meal a great
fyftem of trade, which Admi-
niftration meant to bring for-
ward. And | know tLord
Northington’s honour, inte-
grity, and firmnefs to be fuch,
that he never would have fuf-
fered fuch a declaration of a
eentleman in his conhdence to
have remained uncontradiéted,

‘if the Britith Cabinet had de-

termined not in any fort to
concede any extenfion of com-
merce to this country; and
therefore I am happy, for the
fake of a nobleman whofe
princigles 1 admire, and whofe
worth and honecur will ever
remain - unfullied, that m
Right Hen.friend has public-
ly difavowed the declaration
imputed to the noble Duke.
For my part, I never have
hid myfelf from any public
queftion, nor ever will.  The
man who in' or out of office
can ftoop to hide himfelf
from any public queftion is,
i my opinion, a woft defpi-
cably corrupt man; the man
who, in or out of officey can
fkulk from his duty in this
aftembly, [ confider to be
guilty of the moft pitiful and
nafty fubterfuge that can dif-
grace a man, and therefore I
never will fkulk from any
meafure ; if I approve it I will
fupport it like a man, if not, I
will oppofe it like a man. And
I repeat before this Houfe, I
repeat it in the face of the
natien; that the Bill movfed
- or



My. GRATTAN, Again/t.
relinquith, but when relin-
quifhed, too magnanimous and
too wife to relume abdicated
tyranny ; they feel in thele
Propofitions an honourable fol-
licitude for the freedom of Ire-
land and the good faith of
Great Britain, and fee the dar-
ling principles and paflions of
. both countries wounded in an
arrangement which was to
compofe them for ever: to a
propolal therefore fo little war-
ranted by the great body of
the people of England, fo little
expeéted by the people of Ire-
land, fo little fuggelted by the
Minifter, and fo involving to
whatever is dear to your inte-
reft, honour, and freedom, I
anfwer, no. I plead paft fet-
tlements, 1 infift on the faith
of nations ; the objeltions
fhould have been made when
thefe fettlements were making ;
but now the logic of empire
comes too late ; no accommo-
dation, no deprecation.on this
fubject: aflertion, national af-
fertion, national ze-affertion/
If three years after the reco-
very of your freedom you bend
—your children; corrupted by
your example, will furrender ;
—but if you {tand firm and
inexorable, you make a fea-
fonable impreffion on the peo-
ple of England, you give a
wholefome example to your
children, you afford an awful
inftruétion to his Majeity’s
Minifters, and make (as the
Old Englifh did in the cafe
of their Charter) the attempt

on

e s

My, Firzciseon, For.

for this night is highly advan-
tageous to its commerce, and
in no fort incompatible with
its free conftitution.  Gentle-
men may triumph in their op-
pofition to this Bill, but I wil
defend it line bydine, and word
by word; I will meet their
whole array upon_it—I fear
them not ; | will defend it on
the principle of the Britith
Conttitution'y .and as to the
clamour which has been raifed
againft this meafure, it is as
unfounded and as little to be
regarded as any that ever dil-
turbed. the deliberations of a
wife-aflembly.. Your own re-
cords declare, that you have
not thought the principle of
the Bill unconftitutional. In
every feflion fince 1779, in
which year you obtained the
Colony trade, you recite the
condition on which you pof-
fefs ity you recite the Britifh
tax, and you enat that tax,
What then is the differencg
here?! You are permitted to
trade to every potleflion Great
Britain has, provided you a-
dopt the laws by which fhe
regulates her trade ; provided
you trade as Britith fubjeéls
trade. Every advantage which
Britith fubjects enjoy is of-
fered to your acceptance, I
call upon any man living to
tell me—where is there an
iota of diffeience ? There-
fore let no man talk to me of
hiding my head; [ fuppert
the Bill as highly ad:r:a.-
geous to this country; and

Gentlemen,
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Mr. GRATTAN,

on Irith liberty its confirma-
tion and eftablithment !
However, left certain glofles
fhould feem to go unanfwered,
I'fhall, for the fake of argu-
ment, wave paft fettlements,
and combat the reafoning of
the Englifth Refolutions, the
Addrefs, his Majefty’s anfwer,
and the realoning of this day.

- It is here faid, that the laws

_i.

refpeéting commerce and na-
vigation fhould be fimilar, and
inferred, that Ireland fhould
fubfcribe the laws of England
on thofe fubjes: that is the
fame law, the fame legiflature;
but this argument goes a great
deal tob far—it goes to the ar-
my, for the mutiny bill thould
be the fame; it was endea-
voured to be extended to the
collection of your revenue,
and is in train to be extended
to your taxes ; it goes to the

_ extintion of the moft invalu-
~able part of your parliamen-
tary capacity ; it is an union,
~an incipient and a creeping

union ; a virtual union, efta-
blithing one will in the ge-

- neral concerns of commerce
~and navigation, and repofing

‘that will in the Parliament of

- Great Britain; an union where

our Parliament preferves its

“exiftence after it has loft its

“authority, dnd our people are

to pay for a parliamentary efta-
1blfﬂir}t’wnt, :%Hfout any pro-
'ipoftion ‘of pa

arliamentary re-
:-,-;_Ercmut’i-on.’ _In oppofing the
Right Hon. Gentleman’s Bili,
I confider myfelf as oppofino
e an

Againfl.

M. FirzciepoN, For,
Gentlemen, who are fo ex+
tremely anxious to prevent us
from going into the merirs of
it, may perhaps be fufpected
by illiberal men not to with
that the merits fhould appear
to the public,

But the Honourable Gen-
tleman fays, it is necefiary to
anfwer the Refolutions of Eng-
land by the Refolution which
he has read. He fays, he does
not think fhe has atracked
our legiflative independence,
and yet he fays he does think
an anfwer neceflary ; and what
is that anf{wer ’—why, that
we will ‘preferve our indepen-
dence,

Let me tell Gentlemen,
that it is not very prudent,
upon every occafion, to come
forward in terms of indigna-
tion againft the fifter king-
dom, becaufe we cannot exift
one moment without her pro-
tection. Let me tell them, that
it will not be perfedtly pru-
dent to rouze (Great Britain.
She is not eafily rouzed,—
but if rouzed, fhe is not very
eafily appeafed ; and in this,
perhaps, lies the difference be-
tween the two nations —[re-
land is eafily rouzed, but then
fhe is ealily appeafed ; Eng-
land is not eafily rouzed, nor
eafily appeafed. —If you rouze
the éritifh Lion, you may not
eafily lull him to reft.

Gentlemen fay you may go
on in the way you are; you
have already a Free T'rade,
and that is all you want. You

I have
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Mr. GRATTAN, Againfl.

an union iz /tmine, and that

argument for  unioh which
makes fimilarity of law and
community of intereft (reafon
ftrong for the freedom of Tie*
land 7) a

fimilarity of law, becaufe ex-

tin&ion of Conflitution, and .

therefore hoftility, not com-
munity of intereft ; [J'aﬂt'c"an
what experience is this argu-
ment founded ! — Have you
ever fince your redemplion re-
fufed to 'p-refeWe a fifnilarity
of law in Trade and Navi-

gation?” ‘Have you not ful-

Jowed Great Britain in all her
changes of the Aét of Navi-
gation, during the whole of
that unpalatable bufinefs, the
American War? Have you
not excluded the cheap pro-
duce of other Plantations, in
order that Irith poverty mizht
give a monopoly to the dear
produce of Britifh Colonies?
Have you not made a better
ufe of your liberty than Great
Britain did of her power? But
I have an objection to this ar-
gument, ﬂ'ro'n(%er even than its
" want of foundation, in rea’on
and experiment; I hold it to
be nothing lefs than an into-
lerance 6f the Parliamentary
Conftitution of Ireland, a de-
claration that the full
trec external legiflation of the
Irith Parliament is incompa-
- tible with the Britith Empire.
I do acknowledge that by your
external power, you might dif-
compofe theharmony of empire

and

pretesce for 2 con-
dition which would be dif-"

and -

M. Frrzcisson, For.
have indeed a right to trade
but without the aﬂiﬁa,m‘:éaps,
protection of Great Bfrig'iin‘
you have not the'mggns’ of
trading with any nation on
earth. There is not a fingle
article in which you can trade
without the affittance of Eng-
land ; and 1 defire by that
Bill to enfure her protetion
and affittance, and when the
people of this country are re-
ftored to theis fober fenfes, they
wiil fee it. The Bill for ever
guarantees your Linen Trade,
to promote which England
taxes her own confumption
450,000l. yearly. The con-
fumption of England is RRated
to be forty-eight million of
yards; of this fhe at prefent
takes twenty miliions from
Ireland, the remaining twenty
million from Ruffia and Ger-
many ; on the Ruffian and
German Linens fhe lays 3
heavy duty, and is content to
pay an advanced price for the
Irith 5 yet ftill the Ruflian and
German manufaétures can in
fome degree meet Ireland in
the Englith market; if the
duty was taken off, they would
beat her out of it aliogether,
and therefore 1 fay fhe is a
befotted nation if fhe fecks to
quarrel with En fand, '
- 1 am much obliged to the
Gentlemen who in pure kind-
nefs with to_give me an op- .
portunity for reflection, and
[ hope Gentlemen who have
been fo very forward and (o -
very hot upon this occalion,

_ will
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My. GRATTAN, Againft,
and T add, that by your power
over the Purfe, yoh might dif-
folve the State,but to the latter
Eou owe your exiftence in the

onftitution, and to the for-
mer, your authority and ftation
in the Empire ; this argument,
‘therefore, refts the conne&ion
upon a new and a falfe principle
— goes directly againft the
root of Parliament — and is
not a difficulty to be accom-
modated, but an error to Ze
éradicated; and. if any body of
men can {till think that the
Irifh Conftitution is incom-
patible with the Britith Empire,
a do&rine which T abjure as
fedition acainft the Conftitu-
tion—but if any, body of men
are juftified in thinking that
the :’lrifh Conftitution 1s in-
compatible  with the Britith
Empire,—perith the Empire!
live the Conftitution! . Re-
duced by this, falfe dilemma to
take a part, my fecond wifh
is the Britith Empire, my firfk
with and bounden duty is the
liberty of Ireland—but we are
told this imperial power is not
only neceflary for England but
fafe for Ireland. What is the
prefent queftion ? what but
the abufe of this very power

of regulatin -th'gﬁznédé of Ire~
land by the_iriu

Parliament
excluding‘you, and includin

herfelf ¢ x\gr;ue of the famg
words of the fame A& of
Navigation? And what was
the promovent caufe of this
arrangement? what but the

power you are going to fur-
¢ render,

[ % 3

MMy, F1T2GIEBON, For,
will reflect alfo on the belt
manner in which I can fhew
my fenle of the obligation
conferred upon me will be, to
repeat and re-aflert the words
at which they have taken fo
much offence. I fay if Ire-
land feeks to quarrel ~ with
Epglapd fhe is a belotted na-
tion, T fay ‘ﬁ\e".ha‘.s not the
means of tr_adj'nﬁ_\}vflh any na-
tiop upon earth, without the
affitance and prote&ion  of
Great Britaip,  and 1 wifh
every - man ,and every child
thronghout Ireland to hear
me when [ ftate ic, 1 fay that
Iteland canmot exift one houn
without the fupport of Great
Britain ; and therefore again
I fay the is a_befotted nation
if fhe feeks to quarrel with
her; and I fay further, when
the people recover their fenfes,
and awaken from the delu-
fion. and the phrenzy into
which they have been mifled,
if the benefits of that Bill are
then within their reach they
will grafp.at them; but I very
much fear they may not always
be within. their reach; if they
are, they will be glad to ac-
cept of that very fettlement
which they are now advifed to
reject with {ullen indignation
and. with infult. |

A Right Hon. Friend of
mine( Mr.Connolly),when his
firfl [ymptoms of oppofition to
this meaflure appeared, only
defired time,to the next feflion,
that the people might under-

ftand it. However, when the
:2 Bill



[ 6o ]

Mr. GRATTAN, Againfl.

render, the diftin& and inde-
endant external authority of
the Irifh Parliament, compe-
tent to queftion that mifcon-
ftru@ion? What is the re-
medy now propofed ? the evil,
—go0 back to the Parliament
ef England—1I afk again, what
were the difficulties in the
. way of your Eleven Propofi-
tions? what but the jealoufy
of the Britith Manufa&urers
on the (ubject of trade? And
will you make them your Par-
liament, and that too for ever,
and that too on the fubject of
their jealoufy, and in the mo-
ment they difplayed it—fafe |
I will fuppofe that jealoufy
realized, that you rival them
in fome market abroad, and
that they petition their Parlia-
ment to impofe a Regulation
which f{hall affe® a tonnage
which you have and 'Great
Britain has not; how would
you then feel your fituation,
when you fhould be obliged to
regifter all this? And how
would you feel your degrada-
tion, when you thould fee your
own Manufalturers pafs you
by as a cypher in the Con-
ftitution, and deprecate their
ruin at the bar of a Foreign
Parliament—fafe!  Whence
the American war?
the Irith reftriions? Whence
the mifconftruélion of the A&
of Navigation? Whence but
from the evil of fuffering one
Country to regulate the I'rade
and Navigation of another,
and of inftituting, under the
idea

Whence

Ma., Frr‘zcx.nrso‘n, .E"?:'
Bill was offered to the Houfe

he would ‘have prevented  the
introdution of it. How this
was to enlighten thc._Beop]e,
or to enable them to under-
ftand the fubjed, I do not
perfeétly comprehend. Again,
the Right Hon. Gentleman
declared that he did not un-
derftand commerce, nor was
he ever a ftickler for conftitu-
tion, and then proceeded to
pronounce fentence of con-
demnation wholefale upon the
Bill, which he had never read,
and which if he had read, he
declared he fhould not under-
ftand. Another Hon. Gentle-
man who oppofes this mealure
with equal violence, has let it
out fomewhat indifcreetly in
my mind, that this is a queftion
in which a certain fet of Gen-
tlemen in England are deeply
interefted ; and he has in my
mind fomewhat indifcreetly
reproached an Hon. Member
who fits above me (Mr. G,
Ponfonby) with having upon
this occafion deferted the caufe
of his Englith conne&ions *,
How this reproach confifts
with the repeated declarations
which have been made from
that fide of the Houfe, that
this was a queftion perfed|

detached frqom all p;:ngfifﬁ_'
party, 1 leave to the judgment
of the nation. But I cannot
but fay, that in my mind the
charge which has been made

* Such an allufion had been made
from the oppofite fide of the Houfe.

- upon
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Mr. GRATTAN, Again/l.

idea of general proteforefs,
a proud domination, which fa-
crifices the intereft of the
whole to the ambition of a
part, and arms the little paflions
of the Monopolift with the fo-
vereign potency of an imperial
Parliament ; for great nations
when curfed with unnatural
{way follow but their nature
when they invade; and human
wifdom has not better provided
for human fafety than by li-
miting the principles of hu-
man power. The furrender of
Legiflature has been likened
to cafes that not infrequently
take place between two equal
nations covenanting to fuf-
pend 1n particuylar. cafes their
refpective legiflative powers
for wmutual benefit ; thus
Great Britain and Portugal,
agree to fufpend their legif-
lative power in favour of the
Wine of the one and the
Woollen of the other, but if
Portugal had gone farther,
and agreed to [ubfcribe the
laws of England, this cove-
nant had not been treaty but
conqueft; fo Great Britain
and Ireland may covenant not
to raife high duties on each
other’s manufa&ures, but if
Ireland goes farther, and co-
venants to @b{cribe Britith
law, this is not a mutual fuf-
penfion of the exercile of le-
giflative'power, but a transfer
of the pewer itfelf from one
country to another, to be exer-
cifed by another hand ; fuch
coyenant is not reciprocity of

" 4 trade,
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1My, Frrzcirson; For.

upon, that Gentleman refleils
very ‘high honour upon him
becaufe, in my mind,  any
man who is a&uated upon
this occafion by motives: of
Englith or of Irith party, is a
dangerous and decided enemy

to this country. Y SORD.-
But it is eurious to. hear
the charges which have becn
brought againft Miniftry ; they
are accufed of having origi-
nated this meafure, and urged
it forward with their whole
force. But whatintereft could
Adminiftration. have, had  in
obtruding it on this country ;
it was called for by the una-
nimous addrefs of this Houfe,
and when it was introduced,
there, were but three men
found who could oppofe it;
and now. [ challenge any man
to fhew me a fingle inftancein
which the Bill now upon your
table departs from the prin-
ciple and f{pirit of the Eleven
Refolutions of this kingdom.
It i3 objected that they have
been multiplied into twenty,
but let any man look at them,
and he will find that many
of -the additional Refolutions
are mere matters of detail,
mere matters of commercial
regulation, intended chiefly to
guard againft the frauds of
{mugglers ; he will find that
the Refolutions are more con-
demued for their numbers than
their demerit. If, however,
Gentlemen are determined to
reject this meafure without
examination or enquiry, in my
mind,
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My. GRATTAN, Againfl.
trade, it is a furrender of the
governmerit of vour trade, in-
equality of trade and inequa-
lity,'of conftitution. T fpeak
however as if fuch transfer
could take place, but in faét
it could not, any arrangement
fo covenanting is a mereé nul-
lity;' it"could not bind you,
fill ‘lefs could it bind your
fucceflors, for man 1is not
omnipotent over himfelf, nei~
ther ‘are Parliaments” omnipo-
tent over themfelves to ac-
complifh their own deftruc-
tion, and propagate death to
their fucceffors; there is in
thefe cafes a fuperior relation~
fhip to our refpective Creators
— God — the Community,
which in the inftance of the
individual, arrefts the hand of

fuicide, and in that of the po--

litical body, ftops theé act of
furrender ; and makes man‘the
medns of propagation, and
Parliament the organ to con-
tinue liberty, not the engine
to deftroy it. However, though
the furrender is void, there are
two ways of attempting it, one
by a furrender in form, the
other by a furrender in fub-
ftance ; “appointing another
Parliament your fubftitute,
and confenting to be its re-
giftet of ‘ftamp, by virtue of
which to introduce the law
and edict'of another land; to
cloath ‘with the forms of your
-Jaw, foreign deliberations, and
to prefide over the difgracefyl
ceremony of your own abdi-
cated authority ; both methods

are

Mr. Frrzcieson, For.
mind it will not be an 2é&k of
wifdom to rejeét it with indig-
nation, and it will be ftill more
unwife to reje& it with in-
fult ; for if a fair-and honour-
able and advantageous offer of
England is treated with in-
dignation, we fha]l not proba-
bly have an opportunity of re-
peating the'in(ult; we thall not
probably have ‘a' fecond offer
of the Englith ‘market, and 2
partnerfhip in the Englifh ca-
pital. - thall not robably
be courted to an adj u[gmen't of
commercial  intercourfe be-
tween the two countries, and
he is a bitter enemy to both
countries who wifhes to throw
any impediment in the wa
of fuch an adjuftment. Tt is
effential to the interefts of
Great Britain; ‘it is eflential
to the exiftence of Ireland.

A Gentleman wha declared
himfelf to be in a ftate of con-
ftitutional infanity, whether
political or patural I cannot
tell, advifes us not to be too
forward in celebrating the fu-
neral of the prefent Chief Go-
vernor, left we fhould not be
permitted to walk in the co-
ronation proceffion of his. fuc-
ceflor. ,

Sir, I am not the flave of
party, nor the inftrument of
fa&ion ; for much as I defpife
popular clamour, or popular:
applaufe, I defpife party ftill
more ;—and 1 will tell that
Hon, Gentleman, that I con-
fider myfelf to be perfectly be-
yond the reach of Minilterial

| dif-
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.~ Myr. GRATTAN, Again/l.
~ are equally furrenders and both
‘ are wholly void. 1 fpeak on
- principle, the principle on

which you ftand—your creation.
- We, the limited truftees of de-
legated power, born for a par-
ticular purpofe, limited to a
particular time, and bearing
an inviolable relationfhip to
the people who fent us to Par-
liament, cannot break that re-
lationfhip, counteract that pur-
pofe, furrender, diminifh, or
derogate from thofe privileges
we breathe but to preferve.
Could the Parliament of Eng-
land covenant to fubfcribe
your laws? Could fhe cove-
nant _that Young Ireland
fhould command and Old En-
gland fhould obey? 1f fuch a
propofal to England were
mockery ; to Ircland it cannot
be conftitution. 1 reft on au-
thority as well as principle,
the authority on which the re-
volution refts; Mr. Locke,
who in his chapter on the
abolition of Government, fays
that the transfer of legiflative
power is the abolition of the
ftate, mat a transfer. Thus |
may con ratulate this BHoufe
and myfelf, that.it is one of
the blefiings of the Britith
Conftitution,  that it cannot
pc}iih of a rapid mortality nor
~ die in a day, like the men who
~ fhould proteét her; any aét
~ that would deftroy the: liberty
of the people is dead-born
- from the womb; men may
put down the public caufe for
.2 on, but another year

W wauld
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Mr. Fitzcisron, Foy.

difpleafure ; but if the Gen-
tleman fuppofes Mr. Pitr’s
Adminiftration will be fhaken
by an intemperate reje&ion'on.
the part of Ireland—if hig’
pofition to it is founded in the
hope that he will fhortly be
called upon to affilt at the ¢o-
ronation of the Duke of Rut-
land’s fucceflor, he wijl find
that he is miferably mitaken.
In my mind, we have taken
a mill-ftone fram Mz, Fite's
neck, and hung it about our
own.

My, Mason, For,

He was not furprized that
the Right Honourable Gentle-
man f{hould be exceedingly
jealous of any meafure that
appeared to him to infringe,
even in the flighteft degree,
that conftitutional indepen-
dence which he himfeif had
re{tored to his Country; but
that jealouly was a pafiion
which applies itfelf more pow-
erfully to the imagination,than
it does to the underftanding
of the perfons pofleiled with |
it, and is apt, as Shakclpeare

-tells us, to make the food it

feeds on. This, faid he, was
precifely the cafe of the Right
Hon. Gentleman on that oc-
cafion, as he would venture to
aflerr, that this attack on the
Conftitution of Ireland, which

‘the Right Hon. Gentleman

had repelled with fo much .
ability and zeal, had no real
exiftence,
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Mr. GRATTAN, Againft,
would fee Old Conftitution
advance the honours of his
head, and the good inftitution
of Parliament (haking off the
tomb to reafcend in all its
pomp and pride, and plenitude
and privilege!

Sir, I have ftated thefe Pro-
pofitions and the Bill as a

mere transfer of external le-

iflative authority to the Par-
Eament of Great Britain, but

I have underftated their mif-"

chief, they go to taxation,
taxes on the trade with the
Britith plantations, taxes on
the produce of foreign plan-
tations, taxes on fome of the
produce of the United States
of North America;  they go

to port duties, fuch as Great'

Britain laid on America; the
mode is varied, bur theprin-
cipleis the fame —Here Great
Britain takes the {famp of the
Infh Parliament, Gieat Britdin
is to prelcribe, and Ireland is
to obey ! We anticipate the
rape by previous ‘furrender,
and throw into the feale our
honour, as well as our liberty.
Do not imagine thzt all thefe
Refolutions are mere atts of
regulation; they are {olid fub-
ftantial revenue, great part of
your addition2l duty. I allow
the Bill excepts rum and to-
bacco :'but the principle is re-
tained,.and the operation of

itonly kept back. )} have ftated

that Great Britain may by
thefe Propoditions ' crufh “your
commerce, but fhall be told
that the commercial jealoufy

of

" =
Mr. Masow, For, -

exiftence, but was merely the
creature of his ocwn il{f%m*
tion. YR 7,
He faid, he fhould net be
furprized, if the’'ommercial
regulations of the Bill then
moved for fhould occafion a
great diverfity of opinion, or.
that fome of théem), when con-
fidered fingly, 26d not as com-
pofing part of a'fyftem, fhould
appcar exceptionable ; for jf,
in a treaty ‘of ‘that nature,
every article was in favour of
oneof the parties, there would
beran ‘end of that equality
which muft neceffarily be the
bafis of any permanent agree-
ment betwcen the two nations;
—but that the objeQions that
hal been' urged againit thofe
regulations on conftitutional .
grounds appeared to him en-
tirely void of foundation; to
be fraught with abfurdity and
mifchief, and calculated  to
anfwer the worft of purpofes ;
to fpread a falfe alarm through
all parts of the kingdom, to
irritate the public' without juft
caufe againft the Briufh Par-
liament, and to perfuade the
people, that the conftitutional
independence of their country

'was in daiger at'the very mo-

ment that 1t was moft fecure ;
—at the véry moment that a1l |

‘the branches of the legiflature
1n-both kingdoms were vying' -
‘'with each other, - which"o%"

‘them fhould affert the inde-
pendence of Ireland in the

ﬂr'nngc& terms j—at the very:

‘time when the Minifter of °

Ireland
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Mr. GRATTAN, Againg.

of Great Britain is at an end.
ut are her wants at an end?
are her wifhes for Irith fubfidy
at an end?! No—and may be
. gratified by laying colony ‘du-
& ties on herfelf, and fo raifing
- on Ireland an imperial revenye
- to be fubleribed by our Parlja-
. ment, without the confent of
i our Parliament, and in defpite
- of our people. Or if a minj-
- fter thould pleafe to turn him-
- felf to a general excife, if
. withing to relieve from the
- weight of further additional
- duties the hereditary revenue
- now alienated, if wifhing to
~ relieve the alarms of the Eng-
- lith manufacturers, who com-
- plain of our exemption from
~ excifes, particularly on foap,
‘candles, and leather 3. he
“fhould proceed on thofe al.
-ready regiftered articles of
taxation, he might tax you
by threats, fuggetting that if
"you refufe to raife an excife
on yourfelf, England would
Taife colony duties on both.
oee what a mighty inftrument
of coercion this Bill and thefe
Refolutions — ftir and Great
Britain _can cruth you—ftir
ind the Minifter can crufh you
in the name of Great Britain
=he can cruth your imports
‘=~he can crufh your exports
~he can do this'in a manner
eculiarly mortifying, by vir-
e of a elaufe in a Britith
Act of Parliament that would
'm to impofe the fame re-

fictions on' Great Britain—
® can do this in a manner
V4 ‘ {till

Mr. Masow, For,
Ireland had moved for a Bill,

intended to contain a claufe
for that Purpofe ; when' the
Minifter of Great Britain had
a&ua!ly prefented a Bill das
claring that the Parliament of
Ireland alone was competent
to mzke laws to bind that
kingdom, in any cafe what-
ever; and when both the
Houfes of Parliament in Great
Britain had concurred in pre-
fenting an addfefs to the
Throne, containing the like
explicit declaration ; nay, even
the {tipwlation required by
Great ! Britain, that Ireland
thould adopt her future com-
mercial regulations, was the
ﬁmngeﬂ acknowledgment of
their independence ; for why
had fhe ‘departed on that oc.
cafion from her eftablifhed
practice of regulating the
commerce of every parc of the
empire, by ber own Parlia-
ment only? “Why had fhe
then relinquifhed that power
which the had exercifed with-
out controul for 120 years ?
Becaufe fhe acknowledged the
independence of Ireland ; be-
caufe fhe well knew that no
act of her Parliament would
be confidered as valid by the
people of Ireland, if it were
not confirmed by the Irifh le-
giflature, :
He faid, that he had liftened
with attention to the feveral
claufes of the intended Bill,
and fhould not hefitite to
affert, that if there was any
one claufe more abfolutely
K necef-
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My. GRATTAN, Againfi,
ftill more offenfive by the im-
mediate means of your own
“Parliament,
then an ative cypher, and no-
torious {tamp in the hands of
Great Britain, to forge and
falfify the name and authority
of the people of Ireland. 1
have confidered your fituation
under thefe Propofitions with
refpet to Great Britain : fee
what would be your fituation
with refpeét to the Crown?
You would have granted to
the King a perpetual Money
Bill, or a Money Bill to con-
tinue as long as the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain fhall
pleafe, with a covenant to
increafe it as often as the
Britith Parliament fhall pleafe.
By thefe Refolutions a great
part of the additional, duty
would have been fo granted—
the trade of the country is
made dependant on the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain, and
the Crown is made lefs de-
pendant on the Parliament of
Ireland, and a code of prero-
gative added to a code of em-
pire. Lf the merchant after
this ‘hould petition you to
lower yourduties on the arti-
cles of trade, your anf{wer is
<< trade is in covenant.”’ If
your - conftituents fhould in-
ftru& you to limit the Bill of
Supply, or pafs a {hort Mone?r
Bill, your anfwer, ¢ the purle
of the nation like her trade is
in covenant.” No more of
fix months Money Bills—no
more of inftrutions from con-

ftituents

who would be

Myr. MAasow, Fors

neceflary than the reft, an'y
one with which it was impof-
fible to difpenfe, it was that
very claufe which the Right
Honourable Gentleman had re-
probated ; for what was the
obje&t of the pending negoci-
ation between Great Britain
and Ireland ? Tt was to form
upon principles of juftice and
equality a final and permanent
adjultment of commercial in-
tercourfe between the two
countries. Now if they took
into : confideration only the
commercial regulations at pre-
fent exifting, they might form
a fyftem that would be juft
and equal; but in order to
render it permanent alfo, they
muft go fomewhat farther—
they muft look forward to fu-
turity, and take care not only
that the commercial regula-
tions of both kingdoms were
the fame at that day, but that
they thould ever be the fame
at all times hereafter, If they
did not that, their fyftem could
neither be final nor permanent,
and their eternal adjuftment
would laft but for a feffion. A
perpetual conformity of com-
mercial regulations was necef-
fary to render the fyftem per-
manent, which could never be
preferved unlefs the Parliament
of one country fhould agree
to adopt the commercial regu=
lations that fhould, from time
to time, be eftablifhed in the
other ; the queftion therefore
was reduced to the fingle
point, in which of the twe
kingdom
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expences of the Crown,

Myr. GRATTAN, Againft.

ftituents—that conne&ion is
broken by this Bill—pafs this,
you have no confiituent—you
are_not the reprefentative of
the people of Ireland, but the
regifter of the Britith Parlia-
ment, and the equalizer of
Britifh duties !

In order to complete this
chain of power, one link (I
do acknowledge) was wantin
—a perpetual Revenue Bill,
or a covenant from time to
time to renew the Bill for
the colletion thereof. The
twentieth Refolution and this
Bill founded upon it attain
that object. Sir, this Houfe
refts * on three pillars —your
power over the annual Mu-
tiny Bill— your power over
the annual Additional Duties
—your power over the Col-
lection of the Revenue. The
latter power is of great con-
fequence, becaufe a great part
of our revenues are granted for
ever.  Your anceftors were
flaves; and for their eftates,
that is, for the a& of fettle-
ment granted the hereditary
revenue, and from that mo-
ment ceafed to be a Parlia-
ment; nor was it till many
years after that Parliament
revived ; but it revived as you
under this Bill would con-
tinue ; without parliamentary
power; every evil meafure
derived “argument, energy,
and eflence from this conititu-
tional fund. If a country
gentleman complained of the

he
was

9. )

Myr. Mason, For,

kingdoms the future commer-
cial regulations of the empire
ought properly to originate ?
Should they originate in Tre-
land, a country that as yet
had but litdle experience "in
matters of commerce, in the
infancy of its trade, manu-
factures and induftry 2 or
fhould they originate in Great
Britain, the greateft commer-
cial nation upon earth, the
feat of empire, and of courfe
the kingdom on which muit
depend their treaties of com-
merce with foreign nations ?
She was miftrefs of the colo-
nies to which the principal
part of their trade would be
direéted, and miftrels of the
navy ‘that muft protect that
trade. - There was furely no
man fo blindly prejudiced in
favour of his country.as not
to acknowledge that the fu-
ture commercial regulations of
the empire ought rather to
originate in Great Britain than
in Ireland.

When Mr. Yelverton pro-
pofed his bill for adopting in
Ireland zll fuch commercial
laws of Great Britaip as con-
ferred equal benehts, and im-
pofed equal burdens on the
fubjeéts of both kingdoms,
the motion was received with
general applaufe; now the
only purport of the claufe in
queftion was, to extend to fu-
turity the provifions of that
Bill, which they all approved
of, and to recommend it to
fucceeding Parliaments to a-

K 2 dotp



Mr, GRATTAN, Againfl,

was told a frugal government
could ‘go on without a Par-
liament, and that we held our-
exiftence, by withhelding the
difcharge of our duty. How-
ever, though the funds were
granted for ever, the -provi-
fion for the colle&tion was in-
adequate—the fmuggler learn-
ed to evade the penalties, and
Parliament, though not necef-
fary for granting the Here-
ditary Revenue, became necef-
fary for its collecltion.
Here then we reft on three
pillars—the annual Mutiny
Bill — the annual Additional
Supply—and the annual Col-
le¢tion of the Revenue. If
vou remove all thefe, this
fabric falls; remove any one
of them, and it totters ; for it
1s not the mace, nor the chair,
nor this dome, but the delibe-
rative voice refident therein
that confticutes the eflence of
Parliament. Clog .your deli-
berations, and you. are no
longer a Parliament, with a
thoufand gawdy furviving cir-
cumftances of fhew and au-
thority.

Contemplate for a mo-
meat the powers which this
Bill prefumes to perpetuate—
a perpetual repeal of trial by
jury-=a sperpetual repeal of
the great charter—-a perpetual
writ of afliitance—a perpetual
felony to ftrike an excife-
Jman !

The late Chief Baron
Burgh fpeaking on the reve-
nue bill, exclaimed, ¢ You

' give

-ed on the fame princ

'Mo M‘m’ &" “ “ﬁj

dopt fuch future comme
regulations as fhould be

juftice and equalitys’

He next begged leave’ to
remind the Houfe of the terms
on which they then enjoyed
the privilege of trading with
the - Britith plantations ; the
terms, he faid, were, that they
fhould conform from time to
time to .fuch rules and re-
ftrictions . as Great Britain
thould enaét for regulating the
Weft India trade, and alfo
that they fhould adopt fuch
duties on all commodities ex-
ported from Ireland to the
plantations, and imported from
them, as Great Britain im-
pofed upon the fame articles
—not only the duties exifting
at that day, but alfo thofe
that Great Britain fhould think
proper to lay on at any future
time; and accordingly, though
they patled one equalizing Bill
in 1780, they were forced to
pals another in the following
feflion, in order that their du-
ties might correfpond with
thofe which Great Britain had
impofed within that interval,

. Thofe, faid he, were the terms

dictated by Grear Britain, and
accepted by Ireland on that
occafion. Did the Right Ho-
nourable Gentleman’s pride.
revolt againft that ftipulation?
Did he reject with {corn thofe
humiliating conditions, as in-
fringing on the legiflative in-
dependence of Ireland? No,
he received this cqncc—ifiin
ike
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My, GrAaTTAN, Againfp,

give to the dipping rule what
you thould dfxg: t% the fcep-
tre, _

All  the unconftitutional
powers of the excife we are
to perpetuate, the conftity-
tional powers of Parliament
we are to abdicate. Can we
do all this? can we make
thefe bulky {urrenders, in
diminution of the power, in
derogation of the pride of
Parliament, and in violation
of thofe eternal relationfhips,
which the body that reprefents
fhould bear to the community
which conftitutes ? :

We can go on, we have 3
growing profperity and as yet
an exemption from intolera-
ble taxes ; we can from time
to time regulate our own
commerce, cherith our ma.
nufaltures, keep down our
taxes, and bring on our
people, and brood over. the
growing profperity of Young
Ireland.
we will guard our Free Trade
and Free Conftitution as our
only real refources ; they were
the ftruggles of great virtue,
the refulteof much perfeve-
rance, and our broad bafe of
public adtion!’ We fhould
recoliect that this Houfe may
now with peculiar propriety
interpofe, becaufe you did
with great zeal and fuccefs,

- on this very fubject of trade,
 bring on the people, and you
- did_with great prudence and

modeération on another oc-
cafion, check a certain de-
fcription

In the mean time.

My, Mason, For,”

like the reft of his fellow
citizens, with fatisfaction and
gratitude ;=—yet that ftipula-
tion was furely more offenfive
than that which was the fub-
ject of the prefent debate 5 for
in order to avail themfelyes of
thetreaty which they were then
about to conclude, nothing
was requited but that Ireland
fhall adopt fuch: commercial
regulations of the Britifh Par.
liament as thould confer equal
benefits, . and _impofe equal
burdens on the {fubje&s of both
kingdoms, and fhould tend ac
the fame time to increafe the
thipping and mariners of the
empire. But in order to en-
joy the commerce of the plan-
tations, they bound themfelyes
not only to adopt her regula-
tions, but alfo to impofe fuch
duties as Great Britain fhould
preferibe on all commodities,
whether native or foreign, ex-
ported to the Weft Indies,
and on every article imported
from thence, rum only except-
ed. He therefore contended
for it, that that was the more
offenfive ftipulation of the
two, as if ever a country was
to be jealous of the interfe-
rence of a foreign legiflature,
fhe ought furely to be moft
fo in matters that related to.
the impofition of taxes.

He fuppofed it would be
faid, that by accepting of the
trade to the plantations, on
the terms he had ftated, Ire-
land bound herfelf to nothing
—that fhe had it always in her

power
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My. GRATTAN, Againfl,

fcription of the people, and
you are now called upon by
confitency to defend the
people. Thus mediating be-
tween extremes, you will pre-
{erve this ifland long, and
preferve her with 2 certain
degree of renown. Thus
faithful to the conftitution of
the country, you will com-
mand and infure her tran-
quillity, for our beft authori-
ty with the people is, pro-
te@ion afforded againft the
. minifters of the crown. It
is not public clamour but
- public injury that fhould a-
larm you; your high ground
of expoftulation with your
fellow fubjects has been your
fervices; the free trade you
have given the merchant, and
the free conftitution you have
gived the ifland ! Make your
THIRD GREAT cffort; pre-
ferve them, and with them
referve unaltered, your own
calm fenfe of public right, the
dignity of the Parliament, the
majefty of the people, and the
powers of the ifland ! Keep
them unfullied, uncovenanted,
uncircumfcribed, and unfti-
pendiary ! Thefe paths are
the paths of glory, and let
me add, thefe ways are the
ways of peace; fo fhall the
profperity of your country,
though without a tongue to
~thank you, yet laden with
the bleflings of conftitution
and of commerce, bear attef-
tation to your fervices, and
wait on your progrefs with
involuntary praife ! .

Mr. MASON"', For.

power to refufe to impofe the.
fame duties with Great Bri-

"tain, and that the only confe-

quence of that refufal would
be a fufpenfion of their trade
to the Weft Indies, with re-
fpe& to that article, the duty
on which they refufed to e-
qualize ; but-he faid, that in
the prefent cafe they ftood pre-
cifely on the fame ground, for
that it would be always in the
power of the Parliament of
Ireland to rejet the commer-
cial regulations of Great Bri-
tain, and that the only confe-
quence of that rejection would
be, a diflolution of the prefent
treaty.

No man, he faid, could be
fo ignorant as to imagine that
Great Britain required by this
ftipulation that they fhould
pafs any law, rendering it
compulfory on future Parlia-
ments to regifter the commer-
cial ediéts of Great Britain ;
every man of common fenfe
muft know that this was im-
poffible ;—that it was not in
the power of a Parliament by
any act of theirs to bind fuc-
ceeding Parliaments, or even
to bind themfelves in a fubfe-
quent feffion, All we bound
ourfelves to by accepting of
thofe conditions, was to adopt
fuch laws as had been paffed
by Great Britain fince Mr.
Yelverton’s Bill, impofing e-
qual burdens, and conferring
equal benefits on the fubjects
of both kingdoms, and then to
recommend it to fucceeding

Parliaments
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Mr. MAson, For.

Parliaments to follow their ex-
ample, and to adopt from time
to time fuch further regula-
tions as thould be founded on
the fame principles of juftice
and equality. But norwith-
ftanding their recommenda-
tion and example, every fu-
ture Parliament would haye its
option, either to adopt or re-
ject thofe regulations. How
then, faid he, in the name of
God, can this ftipulation af-
fect the fupremacy of the Irith

Legiflature | :
He exprefled his hope that
the treaty, if concluded, would
be final and permanent, but
defired the Houfe would re-
collect that they were not a-
bout to form an indifloluble
contract, like the treaty of
union between England and
Scotland ; for the moment the
alt of union paffed, the Par-
lhiament of Scotland was an-
nihilated, or rather merged in
that of Great Britain ; and if
the articles of union had proved
highly oppreflive to the people
of - Scotland, they were left
without refource, except what
they fhould find in the mode-
ration of the Britifh Parlia-
ment, or the hazards of a ci-
vil war; the body of men to
whom they would otherwife
have applied for redrefs no
longer exifted— their Parlia-
ment was no more : but the
Parliament of [reland,notwith-
ftanding this treaty, would re-
main in full vigour, and would
always be abic to rejedd, if
they
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Myr. Mason, For.

they picafed, the regulations

of Great Britain. :
~ He faid, that he was confi-
“dent it would ever be their in-
tereft to adopr thofe regula-
tions ; for though they could
not be too jealous of the mo-
nopolizing fpirit of that king-
dom, whilft fhe aflumed the
right of making laws to bind
them, and of promoting her
own commerce by the deftruc-
tion of theirs ; from the time
that, in confequence of the
prefent treaty, the commerce
of both countries would be-
come the fame, and their in-
terefts fo united, it would be
impoffible for Great Britain to
make any laws injurious to
the trade of Ireland, which
would not be equally fatal to
her own ; they fhould run no
hazard by adopting the policy
of the wifeft commercial peo-
ple in Europe. But if, con-
trary to every reafonable ex-
pectation, Great Britain thould
happen to pafs any laws inju-
rious to the commerce of the
empire—if Old England fhould
fall into a ftate of dotage, and
grow too foolifh to underftand
or to purfue her real interefts,
it would then be in the power,
and become the duty of the
Parliament of Ireland to de-
clare off from any commercial
conneltion with that devoted
people ; and the worft that
could happen to them was, that
after having enjoyed, for cen-
turies together, a full parti-
cipation of the Britith com-
merce,
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.. MMr. Mason, . .
r,'ne'g_'_ce,, and increafed both. the
We:flth and confequence of the
nation by that participatio,
they might be forced in the
€nd to break off the conpec
tion, and ftand precifely in the
fame fituation, with refpedt to
Great Britain, that they did
at that day, ‘

M. Froop, Againf?,

I'do not at all wonder that
this fyflem fhould end in an
dFén attack upon the rights
of Ireland in commerce and
in conftitution, becaufe in its
origin it appeared to me to be
a covered attack upon both.
On this ‘principle, I oppofed”
it in" its'PZbﬁ]%‘g:‘nceme‘l)\}z. I
have been reproached with
being in a minority of one
upoh 'this fibject; I fhall be.
no longer réproached on that
ground. : _
~ The King’s fpeech, under’
the fanction of which the fyf=
em 'was introduced, declared,

at'it was only to adjuft mat- :
térs which had not been before |
adjufted.  Yer the very fecond
of the origimal ten “Proﬁnﬁ-
tions, in contradi@®ion to ‘this,

nt only to ob'cﬁ's’t_l'i'ét had

been before adjifted in 1780

and 1782 — namely, foreign
gl'ade and Britifh colonial trade.

.
Y

~ As to fereign
rd difpl%%’tha;, viz. the

rd, Independence. Inde-

Bri-

gh trade, which _
' tain

trade, one'’

ent Ireland has every right |

AMyr. ForRSTER, ' For.

He faid, he could not fi¢
filent when he heard 2 mea-
fure in which he was proud
to have had a confiderable
part, reprefented by fo many"'
gentlemen as injurious to. the
independznce of the Irith le-,
giflature, and a barter of the
conftigntion for. commerce,
He“fhould think himfelf, in-_
déed, unworthy of a feat in,
that'Houfe, or of the npame of
Irithtman, if he could confent
to barter an aftom of the
conftitution of his country .
for all the commerce in the
world ; but he was fo fully fa-
tisfied the prefent meafure did
not violate it, in the fmalleft”
degree, that he could not re-
prefs his furprife at ‘its being
fuppofed to do’ fo. When
gentlemen faid, that it violated
the conftitution, they forgot |
that they had recorded a fimi_—-i
lar violation of it in every fef-
fion, fince the freedom of their
legiflation had been eftablifh-
ed. His Right Hon. fricnd (the
Attorney (Eycneral) had quoted ..
the refolution of that Houfe

, A in
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My, Froov, Againfl.

tain herfelf poflefles. For this,
therefore, the had no compact
to make with Britain, This
bad been adjufted in 1782.
Britith colony trade was
adjufted in 1780. The Bri-
tith Parliament, in 1780, de-
clared, by refolution, that the
unfhaken loyalty of lreland,
entitled her, to participate in
every advantage of Britith Co-
lony trade. The Britith a&t
of Parliament, in purfuance of
this refolve, authorized Ireland
to trade to the Britifh Colo-
nies with /ike advantages with
Britain ~ herfelf. In equity
and good faith, what can we
have to afk that this did not
give? Or can Britain now
fay that fhe withheld any
thing without impeaching her
own candour ?  Britain boaft-
ed the liberality of that tran-
fa&ion. Ireland illuminated.
Now I afk did not moft of
}rou imagine, that in 1780,
reland was put in a better fi-
tuation, than ever fhe had pof-
fefled before, as to Britith Co-
lony trade? Amnd, of this 1
am fure, that there is not a
man among you who will
not admit, that it would be
abfurd to hold, that you were
not at leaft reftored, to every
advantage of Britith Co-
lony trade, that Ireland had
ever pollefled. Now 1 fay,

that till the 15th of Charles

the 11d, you could export any
thing to, and import any thing
from, the Britifh colonies, as
frecly as England berfelf : and,

thar,

Myr. ForsTER, For.

in 1779. He would now read
a part of the ftatute of 178r,
made in confequence of ‘that
refolution = %)

¢¢ And whereas fuch part of the trade
between this kingdom and the Britifh
Colonies in America, the Weft Indies,
and Britifh Settiements on the coaft of
Africa, as was not enjoyed by this King-
dom, previous to the laft (cffion of Par-
liament, can be enjoyed and have con-
tinuance fo long, and in fuch cafe only,
as goods to be imported from the faid
Colonies, Plantations, or Settlements,
into this kingdom, or to be exported
from this kingdom to the faid Colonies,
Plantationsor Settlements, fhall be liable
to equal duties and drawbacks, and be
fubje® to the fame fecurities, regula-
tions and reftriétions as the like goods
are liable and fubje@ to, upon being
imported from the faid Colonies, Plan-
tations or Settlements into Great Bri-
tain, or exported from thence to fuch
Colonies, Plantations or Settlements
refpe@ively ; be it enafted by the au-
thority aforefaid, for the advancement
of the faid trade, that duries, drawbacks,
prohibitions, &c. be granted, &c.”

This ftatute was pafled ata
time when the fpirit of the na-
tion was as high as ever it had
been, and her jealoufy of the
conftitution as great, and has
been repeared every feflion fince.
Now, dir, the condition as to
regulating trade is as exprefs
in this {tatute as in the pre-
fent bill.—[ Mr. Grattan inter-
rupting, defired to know what
trade ! |—Ar. Forfler proceed-
ed, the Plantation trade—the
very trade now in agitation ;
and if accepting trade on
conditions would deftroy the
conftitution, our confiitution
has been long fince deftroyed,
even in the very year of its
emancipation. But the Right

Hen.
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~ that, after landing it in Ire-
- land, you could refhip it for
any other country; and for
England, as well, as for any

- other. In 1780 therefore, you
were either reftored to that li-
berty, orit muft follow, that,
that boafted tranfa&ion was a
deception ; and that inftead of
giving you immunities you ne-
ver had before, it did not even
reltore you, to what you had
formerly poflefled. This li-
berty therefore of refhipping
Britith colony produce (the
only boon which this {vitem
boafts) did in every confide-
ration of reafon and good faith
accompany the tranfaction of
1780, and was therefore, not,
now to be adjufted. Nay it
is abfurd to fuppofe, that, in
1780, that was withheld from
Ireland, which Ireland had
poflefied, till the 15th year of
Charles the 11d; which every
one of the Thirteen States of
- America did pofle’s to the
hour of their feparation ! and
which New Brunfwick pof-
fefles now ! and would it not
be more abfurd to fuppofe fo,
if in fa& it is as much the
~intereft of Britaing.as it can
be of Ireland, that lreland
- fhould be allowed that liberty ?
Now it is even more fo, and
1 prove it thus. _This liberty
~can be of no advantage to
- Ireland exeept in this contin-
ﬁ%ency: except Ireland has a
i"' urplus of gﬂmy produce over
ve her own confump-

hat is one neceflary

| tion =
R falt e

o7y

My, ForsTER, Fir.

Hon. Gentleman acknow-
ledges the condition which
he inveighs againft as being
moft dangerous now, to be fi.
milar to ‘that one which he
then and ever fince has deemed
{o innocent. He only dwells
on its extending to foreign
trade, that is, to foreign co-
lonies, as if the greater or lefs
extent could change its con-
ftitutional or unconftitutional
nature ; but will Gentlemen
confider the matter, ftripped
of all oratory and declama-
tion? Great Britain has co-
lonies, ‘fhe offers full com-
munication of her trade to
Ireland,on condition of [reland
trading on the fame terms as
fhe does herfelf; one of thofe
terms 1s_equal duties and re-
gulations, which the gentle-
men admit to be fair and harm-
lefs, for we have complied with
itin part thefe two feffions ;
another of the terms 1s the
giving a like protction, as
Great Britain gives to their
produce againft the produce
of foreign colonies. This toa
is fair, but it deftroys our
conftitution—what pitiful rea-
foning ! It does not deftroy
us to receive a monopoly of
their confumption ; but to
give them a monopoly of
our confumption, annihilates
our independence! No man
of common fenle can hefitate
that it is fair we fhould re-
ceive the trade on the fame
terms as Britain, The Colo-
nies are hers—ifhe has a right

L2 to
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f2& —Another i is, that, at the
fame article of time, that
fhould happen, which rarely
can'happen, namely, that 'Bii-
tith ‘colony produce fhould be
dearer i Bmam than'in [re-
land, of in any' other neigh-
bouring country—For if that
were ‘not' the' cafe,” Ireland
would lofe by fending it to
Britain. “Now it is 'abfurd to
" fuppofe that Ireland would do
thut. What follows ?  That
at the moment when the li-
beny of fending' colony pro-
diuce to England would be
ufeful to Ireland, it ‘would be
doubly the intereft of Britain,
té " receive it from Irelahd.
For tft, Britain as a confumer
would be relieved by it ; and
21, the “Britifi merchany,” in
his commxﬁion, would ‘be ‘2

gainef.” Im another capacx
Britain would be a gainer alfy
—that' is to fay, as head of
the empire, fhe would “profit
by the encreafe of trade, con-
fequent on  this mtercourfe,
between her colonies and Ire-
land, a member of the empire,
Who after this will’ fay, that
thiis liberty ‘was not included
il the' tranfaction of 1780 ;
or, if it was'not, that Ireland
oughtto purchafe it now, with
the furplus of her hereditary
revenue€, with the degradation
of her condition, and with
the facrifice of her commcrcial
leglﬂatlon? ' :
- As to Ireland’s not havmg
paid for the tranfaion ‘of
1780, I fay the ' argument
Ghe. 1q WOuid‘

M. ForsTER, For. .

to annex thofe terms. The
trade with'thém is a glft from
her, and the gift is c&ldﬂiﬁn-
al ;' the offers to take’ l.lg mto
partnerﬂup in their‘trade; fhe,
an ‘old eftzblifhed counti‘y
raifed By comineérce alone to an
height above any nther Eu-
ropean 'powert, 1nwfes us to
partake ~of ithe*'means ' that
raifed her fo wealth and ‘great-
nefs, to a full and equal fhare
in that"trade which coft ‘her
.millions to” obtain* and’ will
coft -her millions to préeferve ;
and- this the does without de-
fifing any 'thing towards that
coft, or for'thérr maintenance,
or any return, fave a fmall
fhare' of what' may arife from
our profits'in that new rt-
nerfhip.  But when gentlem
argue on bad" ground, cvcn
their' own ' arguments often
make againft tﬁem, and ' an
Hon. Geantleman (Mr. Flood )
at the fdme time that he exerts
all his eloquence to perfuade
us that thé conﬁmng ourfelyes
to the Britith Colonies, or ac-'
cepting ' the  trade ‘on fuch
conditions, is injurious’ to the’
conititution, not ‘only admirs
but contends, that we have
done it already, and that we
have done it on the folemn
faith of compaét. ''Hear his
reafoning ; ‘he Jays, that the
tranfaétion of 1780 was a
compaét, and not a gift, and
he fays it was a compact, be-
caufé we gave a confideration';
three confiderations, each of
more value than the gift; we

s g gavc
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would be a fordid one, if it
were founded in fa&, which
it"is not. ‘The fentiment of
the Britifh Parliament in 1780
was a wifer and more ftatef-
man-like conception. It was
that the unfhaken loyalty of
Ireland entitled her, to thofe
advap;éges; and, furely, that
iIs a price above all “prices,
But Ireland paid for it in two
ways befides, and in each of
them more than the value of
the obje&. 1ft, Ireland gave
to the Britilh Colonies (that
is to Britain) a monopoly of
her confumption in thefe ar-
ticles, in which the then obtained
that free trade. Now I fay,
univerfally, that any nation
pays too dear for any one mar-
ket, when fhe gives up all
other markets for one., And
particularly that the nation
pays tco dearly for the fugar
market of the Britith Colo-
nies, who gives up all other
fugar markets for the Britifh ;

- which is neither the beft nor

:

the cheapelt. 2dly, 1 add,
that Ireland paid in taxes for
the dire¢t trade more than it
was worth, and I prove it
thus: 10l. per cent.'is a good
profit in general'on trade, and
no trade can afford to pay the
whole nor thé ‘greater part of

: its clear profit in tax. To

]

‘!;
E

4

- apply this. * We paid for that

dire&t trade an eflimated fum
of tax to.the amount of aboye
100,000, @ year. Now this
would ‘be’ the "whole clear
pro t,“at 1ol. per cent. of

y - - 2,000,000l

O

My. ForsTER, For,

gave monopoly for monopoly,
that is, in other words, we
agreed to prohibit the gaods of
other colonies, the very thing
that is now held up as a fure
render of legiflature, and the
falt is, we did, and ] do
prohibit, by heavy duties, the
fame as Britain pays, all fo-
rzign colony produce. Iu theo-
ry, therefore, we haye agreed
to what he now fays cannot
be agreed to without ruin, and
in pratice we have actually
done the very thing without
injury, if .not with benefit to
our trade. His other confi-
derations are curious ; we gave
revenue, that is, we received
liberty to import an article,
fugars, that would bear a con-
fiderable revenue, which we
muft have otherwife impofed,

. ellewhere, and thus he ftrange-

Iy confirues the accepting the
means of a revenue into giv-
ing one. His third confidera-
tion is ftill more wonderful ;
wé gave loyalty.” Good Hea-
vens | in an Irith Houfe of
Commons does he fay that we
gave our duty to our Prince
as a partner for a grant of
trade ?

[ Mr. Flood interrupted ta fay,
that he had quoted the Refo-
lution of the Britith Parlia-
ment, when he ftated that the
loyaly of Ireland was deemed a
confideration.

Mr. Forfler refumed. To
fuch wretched fhifts are gen-
tlemen driven, who attempt
to fupport what is not fup-

‘ portable,
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2,000,000l. worth of trade.
Could the whole clear profit

be afforded in tax—or can the-
whole encreafe of trafiic, by

the dire® trade, amount, in
any feries of years, to any
thing like the enormous fum
of two millions? Moft cer-
tainly not. e,

Thus the firft of the origt-
nal ten Propofitions was a
mere preamble; and the fe-
cond, which began the bufi-
nefs, began it in 2 dlrer.‘.hon,
wnifair to Ireland, and incon-
fiftent with the King’s fpeech.
Ireland was drawn, unaware,
to treat for the things already
fettled ; and thereby impliedly
to re]mqulfh the two fettle-
ments of 1780 and of 1782—
This was not enough. Ire-
land had ufed non-importation
and non-confumption agree-
ments, towards the attainment
of thofe fettlements ; and when
her Parliament was acknow-
ledged to be independent, fhe
2pphed to her Parliament, for
duties of proteftion or prefe
yence, ﬁmilar to thofe which
Britain had Jong enjoyed, in
favour of her home manu-

fatture, in her home market. .

To cut all this up, by the
root, was_the objet of the
thsrd and fourth of the origi-
nal ‘tén_Propofitions. The
third therefore makes Ireland
propole not only that there
~fhould be no prohibitory fta-
tutes, but that there fhould
never be any popular or pri-
vate aflociations, 2gainft im-

portatlon,

My, ForsTER, Fer.

portable, and would va__
endeavour to perfuade you tha
this meafure trenches oa' .c
independence of our. lezifla-
ture : you need not adopt any
laws that Great Britain may
pafs for the regulation of com-
merce 3 if you do not approve
them, you mayuaejet them
whenever you think proper ;
you do but re_le& the benefit
of the condmon, and return
to the fituation in which you
now are: but the fame Mem-
ber has proved moft ftrongly
the neceflity of introducing
the Bill, for when fuch abilities
as his can totaHy mifconcelve
its téndency, it ought to be
introduced, in order to be fully
underftood. He has obferved
largely on each Propolfition,
and nothing was ever fo mif-
tated, mifreprefented and mif-
under{’mod, as every part of
them has been by bim. It
would be abfurd to follow him
through all his errors, many
of them the moft ignorant
child would be afhamed to
advance; but 1 will point out
a few, not perhaps fo obvious
without examination,

Let me firlt take notice of
his baving alluded to me, and
faid, that I voted againtt a de-
clara;ton of Rights. I deny

; 1 declared my opinion of

the independence of our le-
iflature from this very feat,
early in thedebate on that day;
but did ke vote for it? He
did nst, and 1 repeat the Hon.
Geantleman did not vote for
ity




oy ¥ =% """['{::’, AL aalir i &

d 2. 3
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portation, ufe or fale. Such
aflociations had been made,
and had been found beneficial
by Ireland 3 they had not been
made, and they had been com-
plained of as injurious, by
Britain. Yet Ireland is drawn
in thefe Propofitions, to make
it one of her preliminaries,
that there never thould be fuch
aflociations again. But, at the
fame time, Ireland is made to
forget, that {he had never pro-
hibited the export of raw ma-
terials to Britain, whereas Bri-
tain had prohibited the export
to Ireland of the raw materials
fhe moft valued. And, there-
fore, though Ireland, in her
Juppijed third Propofition is in-
duftrious, to preclude all pro-
hibitions againft import (by
which. kind of prohibitions
Ireland had profited), fhe for-
gets to preclude, prohibitions
againft export, of which Ire-
land complained. Can any
thing be more clear than that
thefe Propofitions never origi-
pated in Ireland? But the
boldeft ftroke of all wasy in
the very moment that Ireland
was foliciting higher duties on
import, in order to give pro-
tection and preference to her
manufactures;  to make ' this
kingdom propofe, in the 4th
of the original ten Refolves,
that, fhe ‘not only fhould not
now, but that fhe never thould
hereafter have fuch duties of
prote€tions Yet the 4th Pro-
pofition.does this —for it re-
gu,kt‘l that the lowelt exnﬁ}ng
o duties,

M. ForsTER, For.

‘it, but lamented that the {ub-
_|dC& had been brought in that
ay.

[ Mr. Flood appealed to the
Houfe, whether he did not en=
ter into a long declaration on
the fubjet.— Here the Speaker
interfered to order.]

Ny, Forfler proceeded—1 fhall
leave this {ubje& as a leflon
the Hon. Gentleman, never
for the future to-charge fadis
that are unfounded. 1 fhal]
now proceed to the Hon.Gen-
tleman’s., obfervations. He
fays ¢« Mark the cunning with
¢“ which the refolutions are
‘¢ drawn, to the injury of Ire-
¢ land; there is no new pro-
¢ hibition to be allowed on the
¢ import from one country to
¢¢ apother.” This is certainl
a great evil, efpecially if we
confider that the Exportation
of Irifh produts to England
amounts to TWO MILLIONS
and an HALF annually—and
the Exportation of Britifh
products to Ireland amounts
but to ONE MILLION ; fo it is
injurious to a country which
may by prohtbitions lofe two
mi}lions and an half, to ftipu-
late againft prohibitions, and
the country that fends more
than fhe takes, 1s not wife in
guirding againft mutual pro-
hibition ! _

Another difcovery the Hon.
Gentleman bas made is that
countervailing duties are un-
fair —why? Becaufe the brew-
ery of Ireland will thereby be
effe@ually proteted. The

Hon,
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duties, viz. the Irifh, fhounld
hereafter be the port duties for
both kingdoms, Now expe-
rience had proved that they
were too low to prote& Ire-
land, and therefore Ireland had
prayed, that they might be rai-
fed. This 4th Propofition
therefore, makes Ire]an'.d pro=-
pofe a perpetual negative on
her own application. So far
was well —but a fear began to
be entertained that as thefe
low duties would certainly
leave the Irifth market open to
Britith imports (perhaps to the
ruin of Irifh manufalture, and
therefore finally to the damage
of Britain), fo, By pofiibility,
thefe low duties might now
and then {uffer fome Irith ma-
nufa@lure to efcape into 'the
Britith market, Before the
4th Propofition fhould be ef-
tablifhed therefore, it was
thought advifeable, in the lat-
ter end of the third Propofi-
tion, to find an expedient,
by which Britain fhould have
higher Prote&ing Duties than
Ireland, withott appearing to
mean it. Now what was that
expedient? The principle of
countervailing duties — That
is to fay, that the port duties,
though too low for the protec-
tion of ‘lreland, fhould be
equal ; but that the country,
that had the higheft internal
duties on confumption, might
add to the port duty, a coun-
“tervailing duty in proportion
to its internal impofts ; where-
by the before equal duties

would

Mr. ForsTER, For,
Hon. Gentleman complains of
the report of the Enghih Privy
Council, who fay, that ﬁ)'-ﬁ‘ﬁt
Ireland 2and England on a
footing of exalt recipfogity as
to Linen, Ireland ought to give
a bounty on the exportation of
Englifh Lipens, becaufe En’ga
land gives a bounty on the
exportation”of TIrith Linens,
Can any thing be more juft?
Yet England-makes no fuch
demand, but is ready by this
adjuftment fo give additional
fecurity to our Linen trade for
ever. Ifj indeed, the adjuft-
ment were to take away the
benefit from Ireland, it would

" be' a good caufe for reje@ing

it ; but as it for éver confirms
all the advantages we derive
from otuir Linen tradé, and
binds England from' making
any law that ‘can bé injurious
to it 3 furely Gentlemen' who
regard that trade, and whofe
fortunes and rent depend on

its profperity, will not enter-

tain a momeént’s doubt about

embracing the offer. :
Another of his curious ob-
je&ions is, that as we have not
a navy of our own, and if we
affit the navy of the empire,
England will turn that navy
to her owi ambitious purpofes.
To what'ambitious' purpofes ?
To the proteftion of that
commerce aftd’ of thofe colo-
nies which are now to be-
come ours.—In the moment
that fhe gives up hér mono-
poly of colonies, {le' is ac-
cufed of ambitious purpofes,
for
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would become unequal. Now

: to folve this problem, we have
E’n only to afk, which of thefe
|

- kingdoms, now has, and which

of them, as richer, muft al-

ways be able to have, the high-
eft internal duties on confump-
tion? Undoubtedly Britain.
What follows? That Ireland
was made, on the countervail-
ing principle, to propofe, that
Britain fhould have higher du..
ties againft Irith imports, than
Ireland fhquld have againft
jritith imports ; which was,
firft, contrary to what Ircland
had defired; and, fecondly,
was in itfelf unreafonable ; be-
caufe certainly the weaker ma-
nufauring country required
more , proteCtion than the
ftronger; though fhe was con-
tent with a prq:e&idn equal
to what Britain had long en-
joyed, and by the long enjoy-
ment of which, fhe had gain-
ed {uch advantage ground, as
Ireland conld never recover
nor Britain ever lofe.. !
Thus Ireland was made to
propofe in the 2d, 3d and 4th
of the original ten Pr_gPOfi-
tions, either implicitly or ex-
prefsly, a total renunciation of
every principle fhe had held,and
of every fetilem{gm‘anﬁd advan-
tage {he had obtai_ﬁéfi in that
zra of about 'ﬁve‘years, in
which Ireland ‘gloried more,
than in apy other period per-
haps of her exiftence. Yeta
bolder ftroke remained behind
-—and ' " .?}as’ by the tenth
of the original Refolves, to
N : make

’
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for her feparate aggrandize-

ment,

The Hon. Gentleman com-
plains, that the Bill now be<'
fore the Englith Parliament
makes it neceffary that every
properand authentic document
to prevent fmuggling ‘fhould'
be fent by the revenue officers
of this country with any fo-
reign or plantation goods fent
from hence to Epgland, buc
that the fame -précdution is
not takep with régard to the
fame kind of goods Tent from
England to Ireland. This is
the ftrongefl ‘argument for
waiting the ntrodultion of
the Irith Bill; it fpeaks the
confcioufnefs 'of the Englith
Parliament;that they could not
prefcribe to our revenue offi-
cers” what documents thould
be'fatisfactory to them on re-
ceiving goods from England,
but that the Irith Parliament
alope in their own Bill could
determine that matter. It
fhews the Hon. Gentleman to
be torally ignorant of what ej-
ther is or ought ‘to be the {ub-
ftance of the Bill.

“T'he Hon. Gentleman talks
of bounties, and. fays, by a-
bolifhing bounties we fhall no
longet be able to bring corn
to this city ; our inland corn
bounties, he fays, are to be
turned into Prote&ing Duties
for England. A ftrange con-
ception! But why has he fix-
ed on corn and flour? If he
had read the Refolution on
which he is arguing, he would

M ; have
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make Ireland propofe, to pay
tribute, for this negative on all
her defires, and for this re-
nunciation of all her principles
and attainments—and to pay
tribute in a manner peculiarly
revolting, and repugnant, to
thofe principles and attain-
ments. In the firft place, the
was made to propofe, that Ire-
land fhould make a perpetual
grant to the Britith navy,
which Britzin had never made
to her own navy;.and, which,

no free country, 0ucrht to make
to armaments, that muft be
under the command of the
crown. lIreland too, had, in
this cafe peculiar reafon to de-
cline any fuch idea. Above
an hundred years ago, in the
fever of the reﬂoratlon, and in
the infatuation of -this king-
dom, Ireland had made a per-
petual grant, for the fupport
of an Irifh marine. This E ng-
land never permitted to be ap-

plied.  Why? Becaufe fhe
withed that Ireland fhould

have no marine—becaufe fhe
wifhed to have a monopoly of
Nayy to herfelf—for what pur-
pole, let her fubfequent con-
du& to Ireland explain. What
followed ?. Englith Minifters,
in {pite-of law, difappropriated
this fand, and applied it to an
overgrown land army, rather
than to a marine. The de-
fence.of this land army Bri-
tain had, and Ireland had the
burden. With what grace
could Britain, after this, come
to ireland, and fay, you do

: hot

My, FarsTER, For,

have feen that corn and QQU
arc every where exempte

Another argument
Hon. Gentleman is,
declaring that ncul;e.r %Qggiry
hereafter can lay any  new
prohibition on native. produc-
tions, implies cunningly that
it may on foreign. What an
argument ! when the very
hrft principle of the fyftem
is, that a mutual juterchange
of foreign commodities is for
ever to take place between the
two kingdoms, and one even
of the Twenty Propofitions
dcclgres it in precife terms—
But, the Hon. Gentleman talks
of prohibitions on exports,
&c.3 Would the Hon. Gen-
tlemen with to leave it in the
ﬁower of either nation to pro-

ibit their native commodities
from being exported to the
other ? would he wifh to leave
it in the power of England
to prohibit the exportation of
coals, falt, iron, bark, hops,
and many other artlcles, or to
raife a revenue on thefe articles
when exported hither.

The Hon. Gentleman talks
particularly of wool. 1 ad-
mit if you balance wool againft
wool, that his argument is
right; but the juft way is to
b.lance the whole of the ex-
ports ;—England engages ne-
ver to probibit the export of
articles which are neceflary al-
moft to our exiftence, and we
engage not to prohibit the ex-
port of articles which bring us
in §oo,00¢cl. a year. We are

to
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M. Froop, Againfi.
not fupport a marine ; when
Britain herfelf prevented Ire-
land from doing fo? When
a monopoly of navy was the
choice of Britain, what right
had fhe to fay, that Ireland
ought to pay Britain, for her
having her own choice? When
Britith Minifters, contrary to
legal appropriation, had ap-
plied the marine fund of Ire-
land to a land army for the
convenience of Dritain, what
right had they to come to Ire-
land to demand a new marine
fund ; and that, not for an
Irifh marine, but for the Bri-

‘tith Navy ? which was in effe&t

to demand, that Ircland thould
for ever abdicate any marine,
and make a formal recogni-
tion, that fhe never ought to
have a fea-guard of her own?
As to the fact of protection,
does Dritain keep a frigate for
the protettion of Ireland ! Or
when the Stag frigate was in
our bay, was it for the pro-
teCtion of our trade! But
admitting that Britain ever fo
much, and at ever {o great
charge, did prote&t lreland by
her ﬁlavy, I afk, has fhe not
reafon, and is it not well worth
her while, to do fo without
any fuch tribute and humilia-
tion as this ! Treland is will-
ing to oblige Britain in every

way fhe can; but yet with
confci &s“&ignity. What na-
tion w%ag}ot protect lreland
without

ute, to whom Ire-
land ‘were to

ive what fhe
She

gives

My. ForRSTER, For,

to engage not to prohibit the
export of Woollen and Linen
Yarn, which we have ex-
ported for a whole century,
and without keeping a market
for the redundancy of which
by export, we could #ef enfure
plenty for our own manufac-
turers.

The Gentleman too totally
miftakes the cale of patents
and copy-rights. = Britith pa-
tents and copy-rights are pro-
teted in Britain by prohibi-
tion againft import. The Re-
folutions fay to us, ¢ Proteét
your’s in like mauner;”’a mea-
fure never yet adopted here,
which muft promote genius,
printing, and invention in Ire-
lat‘ld.

I am athamed, Sir, of tak-
ing. up fo much of your time
on a fubje& which might be
fo eafily underftood by the
loweit capacity; 1 fhall there-
fore quit the Hon. Gentleman
and come to the queftion of
conftitution, which I do not
at all think involved in this
fubje&. 1f GreatBritaingrants
us a full partnerfhip in all her
trade in all her colonies, if
fhe admits us to a full parti-
cipation in the benefits of her
Navigation laws, by which
fhe has raifed herfelf to be the
greateft commercial power in
the world; if fhe does not
call upon us to contribute to
the expence of the partnerfhip,
but merely to receive our {hare
of the profits, and fays, we
may continue in that partner-

M 2 {hip
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gives her the nomination of
her monarch, and therein cf
her whole adminiftration,
throughout every department ;
a third eftate in her legifla-
ture ; the creation of her peer-
age ;3 the influence over place-
men and penfioners in the
Houfe of Commons ; fhe gives
her a mighty army; the ufe
of near a million and an half
of yearly revenue; five mil-
lion a year in imports and in
exports; above a million a
year in abfentce expenditure,
which at the grievous iflue of
one million a year from Ire-
land, carries above 200,000l.
a year in taxes into the Bri-
tith exchequer; fhe gives her
the ufe of three millions of

people in peace and war, and

of feventeen millions of Eng-
lifh acres in an happy climate
and of an happy foil," and fo
{fituated as to be the beft friend
or the worlt enemy in the
world to Britains, In giving
her the nomination of her mo-
narch, Ireland “gives to Bri-
tzin, in efiet, the power of
treating for Ber, with all the
world ; and of declaring peace
and war for her with 2ll man-
kind. What follows? 7That
Ireland can have no eénemies
but thofe who are made fo by
Britain. And what follows
from that? That Britain is
bound by every principle of
honour, as well as of interelt,
fo potect Ireland, 2gainft thofe
enemies, which Britain creates
to her, What aftonifhment
" then

My. ForsTER, For..
thip only fo long as wé'chule
can any man fay, the ?;}

?
tions of it amonnz to a furfen-
der of our legiflature #“furely
not, it is idle fpeculation.
Let us then look at the fubjeét,
free from all imaginary dread
for the conftitution.

Britain “Tmports annually
from us 2,500,000, of our
produéts, all, dr very nearlyall,
duty free, and covenants ne-
ver fo lay a duty on them.
We import about 1,000,000l.
of hers, and raife a revenue
on almoft every article of it,
and referve the power of con-
tinding that revenue. Sheex-
ports to us falt for our fitheries
and provifions ; hops which
we cannot grow ; coals which
we cannot raife; tin which
we have not, and bark which
we cannot get elfewhere; and
all thefe without referving any
duty, or a power to impofe
any on them; tho’' hér own
fubjeCts pay 2, 3, Or 4s. a
chaldron for her own coals,
fent coaftways, and in London
7s.  We ‘on the contrary
charge a duty for our own tufe
here on almoft every article we
fend to her. So much for ex-
ports: now as to bounties,fheal-
moft ruined our manufadture of
fail-cloth, by bounties on ex-
port of her own to Ireland. In
1750, or thereabouts, when
her bounty commenced, we
exported more than we impor-
ted, and in 1784 we €xported
nene, and imported 180,600
vards ; {he now withdraws that

bounty.
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M. Froop, Againf,
then muft thinking men have
felt, at Ireland’s being brought
for a moment to'entertain fuch
an idea? and this too, at
what time? In three years af-
ter the affertion of her national
independence. “For [ afk,
what country has ever been
free, that could not prote& it-
felf? What country can be

* independent, that relies for
ever, on the prote&tion of ano-
ther nation? Is not a con-
feflion that you cannot protet
yourfelf a virtual cancelment
of all pretenfions to indepen-
dence? That fuch a tribute
therefore fhould have been
the virgin fancy of Indepen-
dent ireland, muft have been
aftonifhing. And that it
fhould have originated within
three years of the laft war,
muft encreafe one’s aftonith-
ment : for in laft war you had
the ftrongeft experience that
the fa& was falfe, on which the
principle was grounded. 'Did
the Britith navy protect Ireland
laft war? No—it did butpro-
tect Great Britaine Did the
Britith army prote&t Treland ?
No—it was gone to-America.
Did the Irith ﬁﬂ;@' prote& Ire-
Jand? No—it was gone to
prote& Gredt Britain.  Whac
then did protect Treland ? Ire-
land herfelf—in other words,
her Volunteers. They defend-

_ B tain- hat is, they in effect
~protected both kmgdoms—-y;t
Ty the

‘ed Ireland —and by defending
Ireland théy enabled Ireland to
“nd her {'to defend Great

Mr. ForSTER, For.

bounty. And let me digrefs

here a little on fail-cloth, which
although gentlemen affe@ to
defpife when mentioned, will 1
truft be an immediate fource
of wealth by this adjuftmenie.
For ¥, This bounty fis to be
removed. 2. The export of
fail-cloth to the Indies is to
be allowed, and Great Britain
experted there, ih ¥782, about
200,000, ells, 2. There is a
Britith Jaw, ogﬁ'ging every
Britith and colony thip to have
its firft fuits “of Britth fail-
cloth, Trith now is to be deem-
ed Britith. 4. There is a pre-
ference of2d. an ell given b
Britifh law to Britith fail-cloth,
over foreign, for the Britith
navy. Irith is now to have
the fame preference. 5. The
furplus of the hereditary reve-
nue is to be applied in the firft
place to the purchafe of Irith
fail-cloth. All thefe give a
glorious profpe& for that valu-
able manufa&ure—But to re-
turn, were a man to look for
the country moft advantageous
to fettle manufadture in, what
would be his choice? 'One
where labour and provifions
are cheap; that is Ireland; and
what would he next look for?
why to have a rich, extended
and fteady market near him,
which England ftretched a-
long-fide affords, and to efta-
blith that market for this
country, is one great object
of  this fyftem. "Gentlenen
undervalue the redu&ion of
Britifh duties on our manufac-
. tures;
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the fathion has of late been
with fome men in both king-
doms to revile that illuftrious
body. The curfe of ingrati-
tude has fallen on the nation,
and the Independence of lre-
Jand having thrown away 1ts
ftaff has begun to totter.

I have fpoken of the i1oth
Refolve, as it ftood numbered,
in the original Propofitions.
1t became the 11th, as the Pro-
pofitions went from the Irifh
Parliament to Britain.  This
change, in the number and
arrangement, arofe, from the
addition of one Propofition,
and one only in Ireland ; which
was but prefatory to the tenth,
and therefore was inferted be-
fore it. As it has been affert-
ed, I cannot doubt, the inten-
tion of it to have been cecono-
my and limitation. . Yetit was
fo exprefled, that I thought it,
as likely, to lead to further
new taxes at leaft, asto pre-
vent the further accumulation
of debt. At all events, the
fact is, that the Right Hon. the
Secretary, juft took advantage
of that added Refolve, fo far,
as to make it a ground on
which to afk 140,000l. a year
of new taxes, and to get them
—Why? That our income
might be equal to our expence.
And to what end? That we
might, in confequence, give
..away the fpecified furplus of
hereditary revenue. That is,
he f{aid thus in effe&, ¢ Your
eftablifhments which are form-
ed by Britifth Minjlters, are

too

My ForsTER, For,

tures ; I agree with them it
may not operate foon, but.we
are to look forward in a final
fettlement, and it is impoffible
but that in time, with as good

climate, equal natural powers,

cheaper food, and fewer taxes,
we muft be able to fell to
them. When cémmercial jea-
loufy fhall be banithed by
final fectlement, and trade take
its natural and fteady courfe,
the kingdoms will ceafe to Jook
to rivalthip, each will make
that fabric which it can do
cheapeft, and buy from the
other what it cannot make fo
advantageoufly, Labour will
be then truly employed to
profit, not diverted by duties,
bounties,jealoufies or legiflative
interference, from its natural
and beneficial courfe; this
fyftem will attain its real ob-
je&t, confolidating the ftrength
of the remaining parts of the
empire, by encouraging the
communications of their mar-
ket among themfelves, with
preference to every part againft

all ftrangers. |
I need not mention the Nas«
vigation Act, the proper bene-
fits of which we have fo long
looked for ; Iwill only obferve,
that Great Britain could never
agree to receive the Britifh
Colonies’ goods from us, unlefs
we prohibited the goods of
foreign Colonies as the does,
which is a powerful argument
for that part of the fyftem a-
gainft the conftitutional phren-
zy that threatens it. Let us
alle
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too great for your revenue ;
we have refufed to retrench ;
and yet we expect a part of
your inadequate revenue fo be
fent to Britain.—Neither will
we gquarrel with you, for fay-
ing, that the income ought to
be equal to the expence of
Government, provided the e-
quality is not to arife from re-
trenchment but from new
taxes., On the contrary, we
will join you heartily in raif-
ing 140,000l. a year of new
taxes, to enable you to part
with the fpecified furplus of
your old duties.” But no fooner
had the Right Hon. Secretary
got the new taxes, under the
cover of this Refolution, than
the Refolution as to all other
Purpofes was laid afide; nor
did he condefcend to have a
queftion put upon that added
Refolve in the Britith Parlia-
ment. Thus funk into con-
tumelious annihilation, the
only Refolve that originated
in Ireland. It was conceived
in fraud, and it was dropped
in infult,

Such, and fo inadmiffible
were thefe Propofitions, before
they entered the Britith Parli-
ament. Hence it was, that they

- were hurried through'the lrith

Parliament, that no man might
have time to fec to the bottom
of them, or to explain them
to the public.. Short as the
moment was, I faw a glimpfe
“of theif“’iéndehcy, and endea-
voured fﬁ@btain time, that a
preoccupied public, might have
eitkts. Mgy leifure

[97}

Mr. FORSTER, For.

alfo obferve, that now, for the
firt time, Great Britain offers
us a right for ever in all prefent
and future Colonies, without
any refervation of power, to
call on us either to procure,
fupport, or preferve them ; e
maintains them, we fhare all

the profits; and, not onl
their goods, but all goods of
Irifth produce, are to pafs
through Britain duty free. Can
foreign nations, after this is
fettled, make diftinétion be-
tween Britifh and Irifh goods ?
Our manufactures will be uni-
ted as our interefts, and we

fhall laygh-at Portugal folly.
I could rnn out for hours
into the many benefits of this
fyflem, but I have tired the
Houfe too long; let me only
implore you not to reject this
meafure for ill-founded, vi-
fionary objeétions, or to facri-
fice realities to fthadows. If
this infatuated country gives
up the prefent offer, the may
look for it again in vain;
things cannot remain as they
are ; commercial jealoufy is
rouzed, it will increafe with
two independent legiflatures,
if they dont mutually declare
the principles whereby their
powers {hall be feparately em-
ployed in direcling the com-
mon concerns of trade; and
without an united intereft of
commerce, in a commercial
empire, political union will
receive many fhocks, and fepa-
ration of interefts muft threaten
feparation of connexion, which
' CVCI’Y
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leifure to underfiand them ;
all was fever for a thort time —
but they had fcarce got to
Brltam, before the puch be-
gan to recover from its error,
L'he contrary was reported to
Mmtﬂers, and believed in Bri-
tain. What was the confe-
quence?! Ireland was thought
to have fallen into fuch a flate
of infatuation and deje&tion,
that any thing might be at-
tempted with fuccefs. Hence,
inthe 20 Propofitions, a bolder
hand appears every where.
The Right Hon. Secretary,
when he firft mentioned the
idea of tribute, did it with a
trembling diffidence; and men-
tioned it, not as a condition on
the part of Britain ; but as his
pre-fentiment, of {fpontaneous
generofity on the part of lres
land. Then delicately and tl-—
moroufly was it uthered in, at
the end of the Propofitionsiin
the firlt flage—but.in the laft
exhibition, it ftands immedi-
ately after the preamble, and in
the van of that hoft of Propofi-
tions to which theoriginal ten
haye encreafed. Here too it
ftands in a diferent form; as
a peremptory demand and zb-
folute conditjou, to be fulfilled
in all us parts (implying dif-
truﬂr)bgfore a ftepis to be taken
by Britain. ; 1n the confidera-
tionof, this tribute, the 20th
Proppﬁtwn muf@ be combined
with this fecond Refolve, in
order to fee the whole altera-
Now what are the alte-
m{xons that have been made in

the
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My, FéRSTEg, For,

every honeft Irithman muft
thudder ever to look at, hs a
poffible event.

I will only add, th this
meafure be refufed, flﬁt;:ld
will receive more iqlld injury
than from any other evil that
ever befel her 3 it is intvain for
Gentlemen to think we can
g0 on as we h;‘Vc dane for fome
years—or to ‘expelt to cope
with hngl;r&d 2 deftrultive
war of boqmjes.—our {ituation
muft every day become more
difficult, and it is impofiible to
forefee all-the ruinous confe-
quences that may enfue.

J H. HurcHiNson, Efy. For.

He prefented a petition from
Cork, praying that the Refolu~
tions, if not rejected, thould be

' poﬁponed till the next feflion

of Parliament. The adjourn-
ment was propofed for the pur-
pofe of giving the fulleft time
to the public to confider the
Bill, which had been that day
moved for, with a declara-
tion of not taking up the mea-
fure till the next feflion of
Parliament, and an aflurance
that it woald never be taken
up, if not called for"by the
public voice, That the I&Im:-
fter who held fuch ]anauage
was intitled to the public e-
fieem, and to fhare in the tri-
umph which a learned Gentle-

‘man had fo eloquently exprcﬂ'

ed. He was-alfo for the ad-
journment, becaufc he was
acamft
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Mr. Froop, Againgf.
the Irith grant by the 20th Pro-
pofition #  1ft. I'he grant was
conditional, and rthe 2oth
makes it abfolute. In war, at
all events, the fpecified fur-
pius was to be given to the
Britith Navy as the Refolves
left Ireland ; but in peace, no-
thing might be given. Thus
Ireland feemed to be at a cer-
tainty not to give more, with a
pofiibility of not giving fo
much.—But by the zoth Pro-
pofition, this certainty is taken
away, and the reverfe is efta-
blithed.  That is to fay, it is
made certain that Ireland fhall
never give lefs, but that in
war, fhe thould lie open to an
unlimited demand. In other
words, it is made certain that
on the firft war there fhould
be a rupture between the na-
tions, which, confidering the
diftruft that this fyftem would
infpire, might probably be fa-
tal.  Thus the nature and
quantum of the Irith grant was
altered. The applicationsteo,
by the Irifh Parliament, was
conceived to be referved as a
right to be exercifed from time
to time, and to be adapted
to circumitances that _no man
can forefee. The 20th Pro-
pofition cuts off this free ex-
ercife of Parliamentary autho-
rity in the application of it’s
grant, and requires the appli-
cation te _be made, now and
for every by one act. Lattly,
a perpetual revenue bill in ef-
feét is ‘demanded — perpetual
duties ‘are unconititutional e-
3 nough

Mr. HurcuinsoN, For,

againft the Refolution intend-
ed to be propofed. That the
Refolution implied a contra-
dition of the declarations
made by the two Houfeswof
Parliament in Great Britain,
in their addrefs to the Throne,
and to the Bill of the Britifh
Houfe of Commons, both
of which declared, in the
moft explicit terms, that the
Inith  Parliament was alone
competent to make laws for
Ireland ; and to the objection,
that the Houfe fhould make
fuch a declaration as well as
the Britith Houles of Parlia-
ment, he anfwered, that it
was done by the Bill now
moved for, which would be
printed and difperfed through
the kingdom. 1t was faid that
theBill introduced a new com-
mercial fyftem in refpe&t to
the Britith colonies, different
inprinciple from thatof 17793
he denied it, and infifted that
by the unanimous refolution
of the Houfe of Commons in
that year, the liberty fo grate-
fully accepted by lreland was
a liberty of trading with thole
colonies *¢ in like manner as
¢ trade was carried on between
¢ (3reat Britain and them.”
That on that principle their
feveral laws were pafled from
that year to the prefent time,
and in thofe laws the fame du=
ties, regulations, prohibitions
and reftri¢tions were introdu-
ced as in the Britith laws, ex-
cept in the inftance of rum,

which was excepted in the
N Bill,
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nough in themfelves, and de-
rogatory enough from Parlia-
ment.—A
collecting - perpetual ~ duties
would make the matter much
worfe. Were the whole he-
reditary revenue to go as ufual
to Irifh fervices, what man
would fuffer a perpetual reve-
nue bill for its colleQion ?
Any queftion approaching to
fuch an idea, has been always
yreceived with peculiar alarm.
How monftrous then was the
idea contained in this propo-
fition ? And what does it de-
mand ! *No lefs, than that
Ireland fhould make a perpetual
revenue bill for the whole he-
reditary revenue, becaufe fhe
was about to give away a
part of that revenue to Bri-
tain. It is difficult to ftate
any thing more extravagant
than this.

The 2d of the 2o0"Propo-
fitions, declared, that, on the
full performance ofsthe condi-
tion of tribute,~a~full’partici-
pation of commerce fhould be
given to Irelande” This is
doubly  falfified by what fol-
lows : this makes the tribute
the folé condition, and 'yet,
afterwards, condition is added
to condition, infomuch, that
in the Britith Bill, founded on
the *Propofitions, there are
twenty-three indifpenfable and
fundamental conditions.  Itis
- fallified again by the very next,
as well 2s by fubfequent claufes
of reftriction, that prove that
the participation is not to be

full,

perpetual bill for

Mr. HutcHainsoN, For.
Bill, and one or two articles
of litle importance. ' 1t wag
objected, that by the Bill they
were to have no feleétion; the
thought it unjuft d\eydhoul_d
have any, becaufe Great Bri-
tain herfelf had none; that
they had accepted the trade on
the fame terms Great- Britain
enjoyed it, and that it was ab-
furd to expet it on any other.
That whatever Great Britain
and Ireland could fupply, the
colonies could take from no
other ‘country, and whatever
the colonies could {upply, the
tworkingdoms ought only to
take from them, for that was
the true principle of colonial
conne&ion. He infifted that
no chapge whatever was made
by the Bill in the indepen-
‘dence of the Irifh legiflature ;
that the Englifh colonies and
fettlements were the property
of Great Dritain, and every
country had as good a right
to grant its property on con-
dition, as an individual. The
nature of a condition was, that
tue perfon who had accepted
the grant was at liberty not
to perform the condition, and
to relinquifh the grant on one
fide, the grantor is fure that
his property was not to be en-
joyed longer than the con-
dition was performed ; and on
the other {ide, the grantece was
at liberty not to perform the
condition, and to determine
the grant. -

He obferved, that the con-
dition expeted from Ireland

was
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full. To fpeak at prefent of the
third, what does that except?
Not lefs than all the countries
between the: Cape of Good
Hope and the Straits of Ma-
gelian, containing in the leaft
exaggerated eftimate a fourth
part of the terraqucous globe,
over and above «what Brirain
has any titleof property to in
that region. ' We read with
furprife of 2 Roman Pontiff
granting one hemifphere toone
prince, and another hemifphere
to. another .prince, and here
we fee half ‘an hemifphere cut
off from Ireland in a paren-
thefis ; and that, in a refolu-
tion purporting to extend the
commerce of [reland. This
parenthefis in the 3d, is detail-
ed in the gth Propofition. As
to bothy I fhall only fay this,
that if Ireland is now under
no reftriction, as to her Eaft
Indian commerce, fuch a re-
{traint is not fit to be a part of
a {yftem of commercial exten-

- fion, for which Ireland f(hould

be expeéted to pay ; and'if Ire:

- land be under any reltriGion

astoher Eaft Indian commerce,
it is only by a law of hérown,

~ and by a voluntary and unfti-
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pulated act of her Parliament
in favour of the/Britith Eaft
India company, merely becaufe
it 1s Britifh. wSuch a conduét
on the part ‘of {reland, fhews
how. littlefuch hard conditions
are either.neceflary or deferv-
ed. It isfézﬂi{h in any nation
to bind itfelf, for ever, to
the exitting monopoly of any
Y 4 other
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was of the moft honourable
nature; it was no more than
this—that. the fhould enjoy
the property of Great Britain
on the very fame terms won
which it was enjoyed by Great
Britain berfelf, and whenever
Ireland did not choofe to en-
jov it on thofe terms,. that
then each: nation was to re-
turn precifely to the commer-
cial fituation in which the was
now placed. He faid (reat
Britain had granted her co-
lony trade on ne other terms,
and thaty, in: juftice to the
wholedmpire, {the could have
granted it on no other; for
that otherwife the whole ma-
ritime and commercial (yftem
of (reat Britain would be at
the feet of Ireland. He ad-
verted to the articles of union
between England and Scotland,
and faid, that event, fo _long
defired by England, had been
obftructed for many ages by
Scotland’s infifting upon hav-
ing the bencfits of trading
with the Englith Colonies,and
of the i nglith navigation laws.
W hat Scotland had been long
refufed, and had at laft ob-
tained by parting with the
fovereignty of her legiflature,
was granted to lreland as a
free gift on the condition of
fimilar Jaws, and while that
fhould be performed, was then
offered to be perpetuated to
her, without infringing, in
the fmalleft degree, on the un-
queftioned independence of
her legiflature ; and that when

N 2 Scot-
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other nation ; but to bind it-
felf to the future and pofiible,

but unexifling monopolies of -

any other nation, would be a
folly much more than com-
mon. Many people think,
that it would not be right for
Rritain to perpetuate this mo-
nopoly, as to herfelf.—Now
fuch a contra&, on the part of
Ireland, would have a ten-
dency to perpetuate that mo-
nepoly, whilft the freedom of
Ireland from fuch a compact,
might, according to fome able
opinions, be a mecans of dif-
folving that monopoly by de-
grees, if fuch a meafure were
deemed to be beneficial. At
all events, it cannot be the
intereft of Ireland to be for
ever bound' during the exift-
ence of fuch monopolies—nor
after they fhall ceafe, to give
up her legiflation as to folurge
a portion of foreign tradey by
fubjeing herfelf to the du-
ties, regulations and prohibi-
tions that may from time to
time, be laid by the Britith
Parliament on the produce of
that immenfe region which
lies between the Cape of (Good
Hope and theStraits of la-
ellan.

If the trade of Ireland could
be extended by exclufion, the
3d and gth Propofitions would
deferve our thanks, as far as
the Afiatic world and its cir-
“cumjacencies are concerned.
But this third Propolition takes
in another object. It ftrikes
at our trade in all fcreign

fpirits,

Myr. Hurcninson, For,

Scotland had confented to an
incorporating  union, fhe was
fo anxious for the fecurity of
thofe favourite objeéts, that
fhe infifted on an exprefs pro-
vifion for that purpofe.- Would
any man then have forefeen
that thofe advantages could
ever have been ‘granted to ano-
ther kingdom; with a view to
no other unien butthat of in-
tereft andaffeéion ! The prin-
ciple of'a fimilarity of laws be-
tween- the. two kingdoms as
far as. related . to colonies,
thipsand feamen, had been ef-
tablithed by feveral Irifh fta~
tutes, from the year 1780 to
the prefent feffion, o {up-
port this, he repeated the pre-
amble of one of thofe afls,
the 1gth and 20th Geo. I1l.
the fpirit of which had been
fince uniformly agreed to.

¢« Whereas fuch part of the trade
between this kingdom and the Britith
colonies in America and the Weft In-
dies, and the Bri-ifh fettlements on
the coaft of Africa, a$ was not enjoy-
ed by this kingdom previous to this
prefent feffion, can be enjoyed and bave
continuance [o lomg, and in fuch cafes
only as the goods to be imported from
the faid colonies, plantations, or fettle-
ments, into this kingdom, or to be ex-
ported from this kingdom to the faid
colonies, plantations or fettlements, fhall
be lizble to equal duties and drawbacks,
and be fubjeét to the fame fecurities,
regulations and reftriftions as the like
goods are liable and fubje to upon be-
ing imported from the. faid cclonies,
plantatior s and fettlements into Grear
Britain, or exported thence to fuch co-
Jonies, plantations cr fettlements re.
fpectively.””

- That one of thofe ftatutes,
pafled in the year 1782, enact-
ed that principle with much

greater
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fpirits, and confequently muft
injure our whole trade and in-
tercourfe with France, Spain,
Portugal and America. Add
to this, as to America, the
16th Propofition, which has
for its object foreign trade
only; and, as abranch ofthat,
fubjeéts our imports from the
independent States of America
to fuch duties, regulations and
prohibitions as the Britfh
Parliament thall from time to
time think fit to impofe on
Britain; as to all articles
fimilar to thofe that are pro-
duced in the Britith Colonies
or Settlements. Now, what
articles can America fend to
us, to which, fimilar articles
are not, or may not be pro-
duced in fome of the Colenies
or Settlements of Britain? A
great revolution took place, as:
to the relative fituation of A-
merica and Ireland, about the
year 1782. In a commercial
confideration in 1783, the chief
object that Ireland could pof-
fibly have was America. The
reft of the world, compara-
tively {peaking, was mortgaged
and pre-occupied.’ T'he new
ftates were unengaged. Much
Irifh blood circulates in A~
merica, and there is no fmall
partiality towards Ireland in
thofe ftates. Was this a thin
for kreland to throw away?
Or was it the found and per-
manent intereft of Britain, that
Ireland fhould fo throw it a-
way ! If there be a ftring, by
which Britain can recover the

- affedtions
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greater extent than the Bill
then moved for ; for that con-
fined it to the colony: fyf-
tem, and‘to the fhipping and.
feamen, but the aét of 1782
not onlv adopted the principle
in thofe articles, but cxtends
it generally to a fimilarity in
the laws of commerce, pro-
vided thofe laws impofediequal
reftraints, and conferred equal
berefits on the fubjeéts of
both kingdoms;» and ' enadted
all fuch claufes and provifions
made in England or Great
Britain, in any. ftatute made
in England or Great Britain,
fave fo far as they bave been
altered ‘or repealed, to bind
the fubjects of Ireland. only
fo long as they bind the {ub=

jelts of Great Britain. The

whole of the prefent'act thew-
ed, ‘that a fimilarity of trade
laws was the cobject; and the
duration, while they were
laws in Great Britain, {hewed
a view to the future as well
as the paft.  The prefent Bill
annexed the fame condition
of equal reftraints and ‘bene-
fits to the laws relative to the
colonies, to thipping and fea~
men ; and of that equality the
Irith legiflature was to judge
as well as the Britith ; and if,
at any time, the adherence
to that reftrained f{imilarity
fhould be found prejudicial to
Ireland, her two Houfes of
Parliament gmight determine
the fettlement, and bring them
back to their prefent con-
dition. He then affirmed as

: a law-
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affe&tions of America, it is a
ftring which Ireland holds out
to her. The sth Propofition;
of the 20, extends 'to all our
imports from Colonies foreign
as well as Britith, and fubjects
them to the fame duties, re-
gulations and  prohibitions
which . the Britith Parliament
fhall think proper to adopt in
Britain.  This neither con-
{ifts - with Free 'I'rade, nor
with independent legiflation.
The 8th extends to all thole
exports of Ireland thatin 1780
were exempted, and fubjects
them, in going to the Britith
Colonies or Settlements, to
fuch duties, drawbacks and
regulations, as that they may
not be exported with lefs in-
cumbrance of duty or impofi-
tion than the like goods going
from Great- Britain. ¢ This
fubjeéls our export trade'to the
Colonies to difadvantages from
which it is at prefent free.—
Is this extenfion and grace? Is
this a thing to.be paid for?
We have juft attained the
trade of candles «to the Weit
Indies—T his would deftroy it.
Capital isya greaterr advantage
than poverty—=The only ad=
vantage of the latter, is free-
dom from incumbrance—And
this «Propofition deprives Ire-
landiof that. Is this for:the
intereft of the empire? Cer-
tainly not; unlefs the intereft
- of the empire be the ruin of®
Ireland ; and if fo, the prof-
perity of the empire would

not be the intereit of lreland.
N_ow
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a lawyer, that the a& iof
1782, did affirmthe principle
that he had ftated ; he call-
ed upon the gentlemen of the
long robe to {ay, whether he
was miftaken,. and'if he was
not contradictédy. it muit be
taken as grahted, ' that the

- principle thenobjeéted to was

at that time..advanced with
greater  latitade; ~ and - when
was it acknowledged 7. At a
time when the independence
of theirlegiflature had been re-
cently.cftablithed, and when
the fpirit of ' liberty was as
high.as it ever had appeared in
any country. With whom did
thatprincipleoriginate ! With
fome of the foremoft atiertors
of the liberties of Ireland, the
late and prefent chief Baron,

“the prefent Attorney (seneral,

and Mr. Grattan; for thofe
refpe@able'men were the per<
fons appointed to prepare the
act. The: generality of the
expreffions in' that law might
poflibly - have: occalioned: ex-
preflions ofa firmilar import in
fome of the Dritith proceed-
ings, but thofe exprefiions had
been fufficiently reftrained, and
the object had been placed be-
yond the peflibility of doubs,
by the addrefs of the two
Houfes of Parliament in Great
l]iritaiu, and by the Englifh
il

Het faid, ' they were now
alarmed at a principle repeat-
edly recognized by their cwn
atts, and at a condition which
they at furit received with gra-
titude,
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Now thefe, in my mind, are
noxious doftrines, and a fyf-
tem that fuggelts them cannot
meet with my fuppert.

In a word ; what follows ?
That we ought to put an end
to the bufinefs, and the fooner
that we do it the better. The
public has been too long agi-
tated already—The only good
that has - refulted, is,  that
both nations, may fee, that
there is nothing in commerce
about which they ought to
quarrel. Temper has been
fhewn on both fides, and [
hope it will remain. The im-
portance of the fubjelt. de-
manded free difcuflion, and
that neither kingdom fhould
feel refentment, or chagrin,
at the deliberation of the other.
In private and in public, I
have always faid fo, from the
commencement of this quef-
tion ; and, the event, has con-
hrmed me in  that {énti-
ment +.

+ [Mr. Flood, in the courfe of his
fpeech, took notice .of a declapati

. made on a former occafion by Mr. Fitz-
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gibbon, who had faid he mever would
fupport any meafuie detrimental to the
interefis of lieland, Which declaration
Mr. Ficzgicbon rofe andrepested., Mr.
Flood alfo faid, a Right Honoura'le
' Gentleman oppotite to him (Mr. Forf-
ter) had voted againft a declaration of
Rights ; and before ‘he, fat down, he
took notice of what Mes. Orde had faid

- relative to Patemts, Copy-rights, and
other minute particulars. |
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titude, and had fince uniform-
ly performed without mur-
mur; nor could it ever have
been thought fair or equal bé-
tween the two countries, that
Ireland fhould have the bene-
fit of the Britith Navigation
fyftem, and not fubmit to it
herfelf.

He faid, the Refolution pro-
pofed would be a cenfure on
the Britith Minifter, who de-
ferved very different treatment
from them, for having encoun-
tered the miftaken prejudices
of many of* his. own country-
men to promote the interefls
of that kingdom, and the
ftrength and profperity of the
whole Britifh empire. He faid,
it would be unjuft to condemn
the Bill before the majority of
the Houfe was apprifed of its
contents, and before the king-
dom had confidered it. To
their difpaflionate and ungpre-
judicedopinion it was referred;
with that view, and becaufe he
could fafely affirm that the Bill
contained not a fyllable inju-

rious to their conftitutional

rights, he had voted for the
introduction of it,

Mr.
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[ Mr. Connolly faid, that the
Right Hon. young Man, at
prefent the Britith Minifter,
had made no ftruggles for Ire-
land at all, nor did he deferve
to be panegyrized. Had he
thought fit to have interfered
with his weight in favour of
Ireland, it was impoflible but
that his power and influence
muft have prevailed. ]
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" Mr. HurcHinson, Fer.

Mpy. Hutch:nfonyin reply, faid,
thac he confidered the Britifh
Minifter entitled to the ac-
knowledgments of that coun-
try; that he had refited the
petitions of berween fifty and
fixty of the principal trading
cities and towns of (3reat Bri-
tain, and the eppofition of ma-
ny of the principal manufac-
turers of England, who de-
clared their .intentions of re-
moving with their capitals to
that kingdem, and had repeat-
ed their evidence before the
Houle of Lords of Great Bri-

" tain, under the fanétion of an

oath. That a conduét direét-
ed to the good of the whole
empire, in oppofition to the
clamours of fuch a multitude
of manufa&turers, delerved
praife; but he flactered no man:
he had not the honour of
being known to the Britith
Minfter ; his Majefty’s favour
and his own fituation rendered
him independent of all Minif-
ters.

————— T R R M 5.

The Houfe divided,

For leave to bring in the bill

Againft
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