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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

,  J [  ' H  E following Letter o f  the Right H o ­

nourable T. H .  H u t c h i n s o n , to his Con- 

ilituents o f  Cork, being much aiked for, the 

Publisher prefumed to think he could not 

do a more ufeful fervice to the Public than 

to print it in this form. T h e  fubjedt o f  this 

letter is furely of  very great importance to the 

fifter kingdoms : and the argument is treated 

with an ability, which has been acknowledg­

ed even by thofe, who do not admit them- 

feives to be convinced.

Had any formal anfwer been publiihed to 

this celebrated performance, the Publiiher, 

from the fame defire of  conveying candid 

information, would have equally printed it 

with the original letter. Eut he has never 

heard o f  fuch an anfwer. And, in order to 

fupply this defcdl, he has now fubjoined the

principal



IV
a d v e r t i s e m e n t .

principal fpeeches in the Iriih Houfe o f  Com ­

mons on M r. O r d e ’ s motion for leave to 

bring in a Bill to carry the Iriih arrangements 

into laws. And thefe fpeecnes he has now 

printed page for page againft each other, rather 

than in the order wherein they were fpoken, 

that the reader may more conveniently judge 

o f  the faB s  and of the reajonings, without 

much regard to charaften  and names.

L o n d o n ,

20th Dec. 1785»
:



A

L E T T E R

F R O M

J. H. H U T C H I N S O N ,  E s q ,
T O  T H E

M A Y O R  o f  C O R K ,  &c.
•  % à *

D e a r  S i r ,

I Mentioned to you, during your magiftracy, my in­

tention to addrefs you on the fubjeét o f  the C o m ­

mercial Bill. M y  letter, o f  the fame date and tenor 

with that which you will now receive, was prepared, 

but not fent to you. Reflecting that I had declined 

to debate the commercial part o f  the Bill, till our 

merchants and manufacturers fhould have had an 

opportunity o f  laying their evidence and obier va­

lions before the Houfe of  Commons, I doubted 

whether the fame reafon did not then conclude 

againft my declaring any opinion or entering into 

any argument. On a fubjeit  o f  great importance 

and complication I wifh for every poffible informa­

tion. T h e  Addrefs from the late Sheriffs and Grand

B Jury
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Jury o f  Cork,  has fince determined me to deliver 

m y opinion ; and, having been cenfured for not 

affigning my reafons, I think I ihould no longer 

withhold them from my fellow-citizens, and that 

my letter, as originally written to you, will fully ex­

plain my fentiments* 1 am an advocate for truth 

alone ; and lliall be as readily diipofed to acknowl­

e d g e ,  on convidion, any error in m y fentiments, as 

I am firmly determined not to furrender up my rea- 

fon to unmerited reproach.

I have the honour to be, dear Sir,

Y o u r  m oil  faithful and obedient fervant,

J O H N  H E L Y  H U T C H I N S O N .

Knocklofty> O ff. 14, 1785.

To J a m e s  M o r r i s o n ,  E /q.

A  L  E  T  T  E  R ,  & c .

D e a r  S i r ,

I Have fent you printed copies o f  the Bill for effec­

tuating the Intercourfe and Commerce between 

Great-Brirain and Ireland, for the information o f  my 

conftituents; and think it my duty to addiefs them, 

through their Chief Magiftrate, on a fubjeit  o f  fuch 

general importance, and in which the merchants and 

traders of  the city of  Cork are peculiarly interefted. 

M y  objeâ: in this letter is not fo much to influence 

their opinions, as to roufe their attention to the different 

parts o f  this Bill ; for the purpofe of  informing their

judg-



judgments and my own. W h e n  I fee in fome of the 

public prints the groflcft mifieprefentations of  this 

meafure, and ihtements of feveral particulars as con­

tained in the Bill, which are not to be found there, but 

are contrary to the whole tenor o f  it ; I confider thofe 

attempts as tending direétly to alienate the affections o f  

Ireland from Great-Britain, and to difturb that mutual 

concord, fo eilential to the happinefs, ftrength, and 

fecurity o f  thefe two fifter kingdoms. I f  thefe exe­

crable attempts to promote difcprd and dii'union tended 

only to mifreprefent and calumniate individuals, I 

ihould have fuffered them to pafs with filent con­

tempt ; knowing that thefe ihafts have but momentary 

effedts, and that every man’s character will finally find 

its own level, and be appreciated by his fellow-citizens 
according to the tenor o f  his conduft.

T h o u g h  the public has been aílured by authority, 

that the Bill, brought in this fefllon for a commercial 

arrangement between the two kingdoms, ihould never 

be revived if not called for by the public voice, yet at­

tempts are fhl! making to difturb the public mind, as 

if  this meafure were to be carried through againft the 

fenfe o f  the nation. An arrangement o f  commercial 

intercourfe between Great-Britain and Ireland is gene­

rally defired,,or our Houfe of Commons was miflaken 

in its unanimous Addrefs at the clofe of the lait feffion. 

T h e  interval between this feflion and the next ihould 

be employed in the inveftigation o f  this fubjedl ; the 

Bill Ihould be difpaffionately and carefully read ; the 

objeitions to it fairly ftated, and the advantages likely

C 3 3
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to arife from it, candidlv confidered. I prefume it will 

not be thought inconiiftent with the character of an 

honeit man tor any of you to do this, though this is 

the crime objeded to fuch o f  your reprefentatives, as 

thought that the Houfe of  Commons lhould have 

taken the very fame courfe. For the man who aiTerts, 

that thofe, who voted for the introduction of  this Bil l,  

had by fuch conduCt declared in favour o f  any particu­

lar claufes in it, is igno.rant of the courfe of Parlia­

mentary proceedings, or wiihes to mifreprefent.

T h e  objections to this Bill were partly o f  a confti- 

tutional and partly o f  a commercial nature. O n  the firft 

the introduction was principally oppofed • and the great 

ground of  argument for eitabliihing the objections on 

conftitutional principles was taken from thofe parts o f  

the Bill, which relate to the trade with the Britiih co­

lonies and fettlements ; to the four enumerated articles 

from the United States of America -, the grant o f  the 

furplus of  the hereditary revenue ; and the trade to the 

Eait-Indies.
By this Bill we ihould have taken the Britiih colony 

trade on the fame terms with Great-Britain hcrfelf ; 

rum excepted, which we had many years fince obtained 

liberty to import from the Britiih colonies, and had 

imported, on lower duties flill to be continued. She 

gives her colonial produce a preference to iimilar arti­

cles from other countries -, for, having the monopoly 

o f  that produce, fhe always thought it juit to encou­

rage it by fuch a preference, and expeCts that we, as 

equal partners in that monopoly, ihould do the fame.

T o



T o  this principle we have conformed fince we obtained 

the trade. Ir we ihould at any time diflike any of  the 

terms, we may by this Bill refufe to abide by them, 

and determine the agreement. I hofe colonies are 

Britiih property ; ihe has a right to grant them on 

what condition ihe pleafes -, ihe now grants them to 

us in the fame manner ihe holds them herfelf, with 

the exception beiore mentioned, which is in our fa­

vour.
O n  thefe terms, but without any exception, our 

Houfe  of  Commons, in the year i 779> gratefully ac­

cepted the grant of  this trade, in the following refolu- 

tion o f  the 20th of  December in that year “  Re- 

folved, nem. con. T h a t  a liberty for this kingdom to 

trade with the Britiih colonies in America and the 

W eft-Indies,  and the Britiih fettlcments on the coaft 

o f  Africa, in like manner as trade is carried on between 

Great-Britain and the fa id  colonies and fettlements, will 

be produftive o f  very great commercial benefits, will 

be a moit affectionate mark of the regard and atten­

tion of  Great-Britain to our diftreffes, and will give 

new vigour to the zeal o f  his Majefty’s brave and loyal 

people of  Ireland, to ftand forward in fupport of  his 

M ajeity ’s perfon and government, and the intereit, the 

honour, and the dignity o f  the Britifh Empire. But 

the Britiih A f t  of that feffion, palled fub:equent to 

the refolution lait mentioned, having required equal 

duties and drawbacks, and the fame duties, regula­

tions, and reftriCtions, only in fuch part of  the trade

between Ireland and the Britiih colonies in America,
the



the Vv eil-Tndies, and Britiih fettlements on the coaft

o f  Africa, as was not enjoyed by us previous to 

tnjt  feffion, our A d s  o f  Parliament followed this 

diitinftion. In the firft of thefe *  there is the follow­

ing clauie “  Whereas fuch part o f  the trade be- 

tween this kingdom and the Britiih colonies in America, 

the \\  eft Indies, and Britiih fettlements on the coait 

o f  Africa, as was not enjoyed by this kingdom pre­

vious to the prefent feffion, can be enjoyed and have 

continued Jo long and in fuch cafe only, as the goods to 

be imported from the faid colonies, plantations, or 

fettlements, ihall be liable to equal duties and draw­

backs, and be fu b jett to the fame fecurities, regulations, ' 

and rejtnthons, as the like goods are liable and fubjeft 

to upon being imported from the faid colonies, planta­

tions, or fettlements, into Great-Britain, or exported 

from thence to fuch colonies, plantations, or fettle

ments refpeftively.” ------ A n d  this claufe, copied from

a Brmih A f t  of that feffion, is to be found in every

Iriih A f t  from the year , 780 to this time, including 
the preient feffion f . 0

Thefe terms were enjoined by the legiilature o f  

Great-Britain as the condition o f  the grant, which the 

lcgiílature of  Ireland has uniformly recited and per- 

tormed in every material article. T h e  enjoining or 

c o m p y in g  with this condition was never thought a

19th 20th Geo. I l l ,  chap. i j .

r 6 ]
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violation o f  our conftitution ; it was a condition an­

nexed to the commencement and continuance of  the 

commercial grant of  the colonies ; it is a condition, 

which this Bill ftill annexes to the fame grant, and 

all'o to the new grant o f  the Britiih markets. T h e  

nature of  the new grant has made it neceffary, that the 

condition fhould be expreffed with more clearnefs and 

precifion ; but its principle is in no refpedt varied. 

T h e  fame liberty o f  performing or not performing the 

condition would ftill remain ; becaufe the national 

faith is not pledged by the agreement o f  1779 ,  or the 

bill o f  1 7 8 5 ,  to adopt any Britiih law. T h e  condi­

tion was not obligatory to Ireland ; it is not now pro- 

pofed to be obligatory : it did not violate the conftitu­

tion from 17 7 9  to 1785 : it does not violate the con- 
ilitution now.

O n one o f  the laws o f  this period, introduced by  

fome of  the great fupporters of  our legiflative indepen­

dency, and paffed in the year 1 7 8 2 *  after the reftitution 

o f  our conftitutional rights, the prefent Bill in the parts 

that relate to legiflation is founded, but is not carried 

fo far. A  law, formed at fuch an important æra by 

men o f  fuch high characters, well deferves our moil 

ferious attention, when we are coniidering the pro­

priety o f  uniformity o f  laws or concurrence o f  legiila- 

tion. It recites as a fadt, u that it is the earned and 

affedtionate defire o f  his Majefty’s fubjedts o f  this 

k ingdom ,”  and lays it down as a principle, “  that it

*  21ft & 22cl Geo. 111. chap. 48.
is

C 7  ]
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is their true intereft, that a fimilanty of  laws ihould at 

all times iubiift between the people of  Great Britain 

and Ireland and with this view it enacts, “  that all 

fuch claufes and proviiions, contained in any ftatutes 

theretofore made in England or Great Britain concern- 

ing commerce, as import to impofe equal reftraints on 

the fubjedts o f  England and Ireland, and to entitle 

them to equal benefits, ihould be accepted, ufed, and 

executed in this kingdom— provided always, that all 

fuch ftatutes, fo as aforefaid concerning commerce, ihall 

bind the fubjects o f  Ireland, fo long as they continue to 

bind the fu b jtiïs  o f Great B r i t a i n By the latter 

part o f  this law w-e give to the Britiih legiilature the 

power of  repealing laws o f  Ireland, the duration of  

which is referred to that legiilature ; and from this 

çlaufe a probable intention may be inferred o f  adopt­

ing  fuch laws as ihould be made in Great Britain in 

the place o f  the laws fo repealed, provided the reftraints 

and benefits were equal in refpedt to both countries. 

T h e  opinion o f  the legiilature at that time is exprefs, 

that uniformity of  commercial laws would promote 

the interefts o f  both kingdoms; and, if that advantage 

could not have been obtained without injuring the 

independency o f  Ireland, that opinion would not have 

been advanced at the moment of  its eftabliihment.

Compare that a f t  and the prefent bill. T h e  adt efta- 

bliihes the Britiih commercial laws, which contain 

equal benefits and reftraints as laws in Ireland, with a 

reirofpect o f  2 9 c  years ; and extends the idea o f  fimi-
larity



larity o f  laws between the two kingdoms not only to 

feamen, but to commerce generally. This Bill makes 

it a fundamental condition of the propofed agreement, 

that the fhips and feamen of both countries ihould, 

by the laws o f  both, be fecured in the fame privileges, 

advantages, and immunities ; but, as to commerce, re­

trains the fimilarity o f  laws to that commerce only 

which conflits o f  Britiih property, and arifes to Ireland 

from Britiih conceflion, or is immediately and necef- 

 ̂ farily a part o f  that fyitem ; and even there binds the 

Britiih legiflature to the rule of equal reitraints and 

equal benefits, o f  which the Iriih legiilature being alio 

to judge, a concurrence of  legiilation would have 

grown out o f  this fyitem, in the exercife o f  which the 

fentiments o f  both nations mult have been confulted, 

and the confequence would have been an enlargement 

o f  the objedts and power ot Iriih legiilation, and cer­

tainly no diminution of dependency. By the operation 

of  this bill, the fubjedt o f  every law propofed for our 

adoption would be diltindtly confidered either during 

its progrefs, or loon after it palled in Great Britain ; 

but by the adt o f  1782 the adts o f  near three centuries 

were adopted in one heap. If the bill is uncon- 

ftitutional, the adt is infinitely more fo. But neither 

is fubjedt to that imputation, becaufe fimilarity of laws 

is a juit and conrftitutional principle, i f  neither o f  the 

countries can be bound without the ail'ent o f  its legif­

lature. t:'
T h e  juitice o f  the rule, that Cujus eft dare ejus eft 

difponere, was never queitioned ! But Great Britain

C  offers

C 9  )



offers to relax this rule in favour o f  Ireland, and. to  

engage to give herfelf no benefit in her own colonies 

that ihe does not give to her fifter kingdom ; to im- 

pofe on her no reflraint in that commerce which ihe 

gives, that ihe does not impofe on herfelf ; and to 

make Ireland in fome meafure a joint legiilator with 

herfelf over a part o f  her own empire. It is and ever 

has been a part o f  the Britiih colony fyftem, to favour 

the produce and manufadtures of  her colonies againft 

the interference of fimilar articles from foreign colonies 

and fiâtes. She expedîs, that, as long as you choofe 

to enjoy the benefit o f  this fyftem, you ihould do the 

fame, and that thefe fimilar articles ihould be made 

fubjedi to the fame duties on importation in this k in g ­

dom a3 in Great Britain. T o  this we have hitherto 

conformed without objection or inconvenience. T h e  

fame principle applies equally to the like articles im­

ported from the United States o f  America ; and there­

fore to four o f  thefe articles, namely rum, peltry, 

whale-bone fins, and oil, o f  which the Britiih colonies 

can furniih a complete fupply, the fame condition is 

annexed. T h a t  this was confidered as part o f  the 

colonial fyftem, and not founded on any intention to 

regulate the trade o f  Ireland by Britiih law, is manifeft 

from this— that motions made on this occaiion in both 

Houles o f  the Britifh Parliament, to regulate our trade 

with the States of  America in fome articles unconnedied 

with the colony fyftem, were rejedted on this avowed 

principle, that Great Britain had no power to regulate 

any .part o f  our foreign commerce. I f  by this agree­

m e n t
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ment Ireland were to retain the l iberty  o f  importing 

from other countries produce or manufactures fimilar 
to thofe of the Britifh colonies, fhe would not take 

the colony trade on the fame terms with Great Britain.

It is true, the Britifh aft ot 1780 allows Ireland a 

feledtion ; but we framed our import duties from the 

year 177 9 ,  purfuant to the refolution o f  our Houfe o f  

Commons in that year, and followed the Britiih laws; 

and, as by the propofed agreement we were to have 

the liberty of importing Britiih colonial produce from 

this kingdom into Great Britain, ihe thought it necef- 

fary to annex it as a condition to this agreement, that 

we ihould fubjedt fimilar articles from foreign coun­

tries to the fame duties, regulations, and reftrictions, as 

in Great Britain ! becaufe otherwife we might import 

thofe articles, as the produce o f  the Britiih colonies, 

into her ports with little probability of detediion, and 

fubvert her whole colony fvilem. This  argument ap­

plies equally to the fo jr  enumerated articles from the 

American ftates.

But whether we adopted Britiih colony laws in a 

fmaller or greater number o f  articles, makes no differ­

ence in the conftitutional principle. If  it violated our 

independency in one cafe, it would be equally a viola­

tion of  it in the other. But it is a violation of it in 

neither. T h e  objection, that i f  we refufe to adopt 

the Britiih law we ihall lofe the benefit o f  this agree­

ment, applied with more weight to the condition o f  

1780, becaufe Great Britain gave us then more than 

ihe has now to grant.
C  2 W h e n
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W h e n  I refieft, how long Scotland had endea­

voured to obtain from England the protection o f  her 

navigation laws and the benefits o f  her colony traoe ; 

that what is now offered to be permanently granted 

to Ireland, without any infringement o f  her rights of  

legiflation, could not be purchafed by Scotland without 

the furrender o f  her legiflative fovereignty ; when I 

reflect with what effufions o f  public gratitude we 

received that very boon, which fome o f  us feem now 

to difdain and fpurn ; and how carefully and affeâion- 

ately it had been cheriihed by our legiilature in 

the aéts o f  every fucceeding feflion ; I view with 

amazement the wonderful revolutions o f  human fen- 

timents, and confider the conftitutional jealoufy arifing 

from the propofed fyitem o f  colonial legiflation, as 

one of  thofe popular delufions, which have too 

often inflamed the paflions and milled the reafons o f  

men.

A  further confiitutional objection has been made 

to that part o f  the Bill, which grants in perpetuity 

the furplus o f  our hereditary revenue above 656,0001, 

•and to the fupport o f  that grant by a fuppofed per­

petual Revenue Bill. A s  to the grant, it is neceffary 

to obferve, that the guarding the feas had been a 

heavy expence to this k ingdom , as early as the reign 

o f  K ing  Charles the Firit *. A t  the Ueftoration fpe* 

cific duties were granted, and granted in perpetuity, 

“  for the better guarding and defending o f  the feas 

íigninít ali perfons intending, or that may intend the

* Stafford’s Letter?, Toi. I. p. 68, 152.

difturbance
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difturbance o f  the intercourfe o f  the trade o f  this your 

M a jc f ty ’s realm, and for the better defraying the ne- 

ceflaiy expentes thereof, which otherwife cannot be 

effected without great charge ; and for increafe and 

augmentation o f  your M ajefty ’s revenue f . ”  T h e  

probable amount o f  the propofed grant for many 

years to come would be far inferior in value to one 

year’s amount o f  the duties granted by that att, and 

granted in the firft place for this fpecific purpofe. 

T h i s  part o f  the Bill would provide for the fame fer- 

v ice  with more ceconomy, and with much better 

effefh W h e n  I fay with much better e i fe d ,  I fpeak 

from experience. In the late war frigates were fta- 

tioned off the coaft o f  Scotland to proteél the trade 

o f  that country. I prefented a memorial from C ork  to 

the then adminiftration o f lr e la n d ,  praying, that the 

fame attention fhould be (hewn to the fouthern and 

weltern coafts o f  this kingdom. I was not able to  

prevail. But when this rlavy becomes the navy o f  

the empire, to the fupport o f  which Ireland contri­

butes, it would be Inih  as well as Britiih ; and theie 

could be no longer a foundation for any diftinttion. 

O u r  contribution would center am ong ourfelves, and 

would encourage our induftry, by the inveftment o f  

cu r  quota in our own manufactures.

A s  to the fécond objection to this part o f  the Bill,  

the fadt has been mifapprehended. It is no part o f  

the Bill that this grant fliould be fupported by a 

perpetual R evenue Bill. It w ould  have been fup-

•j- i4'.h and 15th Ch.  II.  chap. 9.
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ported with good faith -, but ,  like the reft of our 
revenue, by  annual bills in aid o f  the adts of excife 
and cuftoms, which are now perpetual.

It has beeen objected in a neighbouring k in gd om , 

that the grant o f  this furplus is a diminution of the 

royal power and property. It certainly is fo, and has 

juftlv  and liberally been conceded, to ftrengthen the 

whole empire by a great commercial adjuftment be­

tween thefe two countries. But to ftate this part of 
the Bill as an incroachment on the rights or power o f  

Parliament, or as weakening or limiting the freedom  

o f  the conilitution, is a itrange perverfion, of the m oil  

obvious tendency and effedt, of a regulation calcu­

lated to promote the manufactures, protedt the co m ­

merce, ftrengthen the conftitution, and provide for 

the defence o f  the nation.

A s  to objedtions made, on conftitutional princi­

ples, to thole parts o f  the Bill that relate to the 

Britiih Eaft-India C om p an y,  1 fhall confnler them 

more fully when I come to the commercial parts o f  

the lubjedt, to which they properly belong. I will 

only fay in this place, that I confider thole parrs o f  

the propofed agreement as an exchange, by mutual 

confent, o f  a commerce which exifts in theory only, 

and which may never be produdtive, for a certain 

immediate and advantageous commerce to a great e m ­

pire in that part o f  the globe, and to Great Britain ; 

neither o f  which we can acaxuire without fuch an ex­

change j and, this poffible commerce being re-afiuma- 

ble at our pleafure by parting with the confideration

given
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given for  if, and as we barter commerce for com ­

merce, and not commerce for conftitution, that no 

objeólion of  a conftitutional nature cap. ju ft ly  apply 
to thofe paragraphs o f  the Bill.

I cannot difcover in any o f  thofe inftances the 

fmalleft particle o f  legiflative power gained by G reat 

Britain or loft by Ireland. T h e  former has always 

made laws to regulate the trade with her colonies and 

fettlements in A fr ica  and Am erica ; by this agree­

ment ihe is to continue to do fo. T h e  Irifh legifla- 

ture now follows thofe laws, and has declared by 

feveral o f  her ftatutes, that it is reafonable to do fo. 

A f t e r  this agreement, (lie will continue to follow 

them as long as ihe thinks it reafonable. But,  when 

this event ihall have taken place, G reat Britain in 

m a k in g  thofe laws muft conftder, what regulations 

appear equal to the Iriih legiflature, or ihe hazards 

the continuance o f  this agreement. W h a t  legiilativeo D
power is Ireland to loofe ? W h e n  a Bill ihall be 

brought into either o f  our H cufes o f  Parliament, re­

lative to the Britiih colonie*, or to the four articles 

from the American ftates, ihail we not have the fame 

power over that as over every other Bill. Can we 

not amend any part, or rtjcél the whole ? Can we 

not fay, the reilraints and benefits are not equal, or, 

though they are equal, they are not wife, and they 

ihall  not be the law o f  Ireland ? But then you riik 

the agreement —  fo would the Britiih legiilature, if  

ihe made any law relative to her colonies and fettle- 

ments, which the Irilh legiflature ihould think unjufc.

But
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But the determination o f  the agreement would not 

neceiTarily follow our varying or reje&ing their Bill ; 

for by the propofed agreement the diffatitfaction of  the 

Britiih legiilature muft be firft declared. I f  our con- 

d u ft  fhould be founded on juft  grounds, it is not im­

probable that no fuch diffatisfaiftion would be de­

clared, but that wife and moderate men might fuggeft  

fome expedient, or advife fome middle courfe that 

would be agreeable to both countries, and that the 

Britifh legiOature would vary or change its law. But,  

it is faid, you could not originate the Bill. In re- 

fpeót to the Britiih colonies and fettlements, no man 

can be fo unreafonable as to defire it ; as to foreign 

colonies and the four enumerated articles, our right 

to originate would be unqueftionable. I fpeak o f  the 

right, not o f  the exercife o f  it, the prudence o f  which 

rouit depend on the occafion.

I f  Great Britain neither gains nor Ireland lofes 

any power o f  legislation, where is the injury to our 

independence ? W here  is the bridle that is to be 

thrown, it feems, over the neck o f  the higb-fpirited 

fteed ? It is held out, not by thofe who offer, but 

by thofe who would fcare him from his provender.

Í therefore thought and fiill think, that there was 

no good reafon on conftitutional grounds againft 

the introduction o f  the Bill, for which introduc­

tion I voted. Cor.fidering the fubjeft in its 

true light, as merely commercial, I thought that 

there were ftrong reafons to induce even thofe, who 

objected to fome o f  the commercial regulations o f  

the Bill,  to vote for liberty to bring it in. A  com ­
mercial



mercial fettlement between the two kingdoms is 

acknowledged by every reafonable man to be much 

wanted ; and how this can be obtained, without 

temperate difcuffion, and the communication to 

each other o f  the points in which they agree, and o f  

thofe in which they differ, I cannot comprehend. In 

the acconipliihment o f  the Britiih union many delays 

and differences in opinion had arifcn. T h o u g h  the 

commiflioners, appointed for that purpofe under the 

authority of the Parliaments o f  both kingdom s, had 

on both fides figned and fealed the articles o f  union, 

yet the Scotch Parliament made many important 

alterations, which were adopted by the Engli ih  Par­

liament. In the proceedings to edabliih a com ­

mercial union between Great Britain and Ireland, 

difficulties and differences in opinion muft necefiarily 

have arifen among men of the bed intentions. O u r  

Propofitions have been altered by the Britiih H o u fe  

of C o m m o n s ;  their Refojutions have been altered 

by the Lords of Great Britain ; and thefe alterations 

were adopted by the H o u fe  o f  Commons o f  that 

kingdom . In the progrefs on the Iriih Bill the 

fulled dicufllon was intended : every objection would 

have been heard, and every well-founded objection 

doubrlels m ud have been allowed, and every proper 

alteration made. N oth ing  final during this fefiion 

was ever in contemplation. A  great length and 

variety o f  examination m u d  have preceded the fet­

tlement o f  the fchedule o f  duties and regulations. 

1  his fchedule m u d  have been laid before our two

D  H oufcs
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H oufes o f  Parliament in the next feffion for  their 

approbation -, and, after all this had been done, 

nothing could have been concluded, until the Irifh 

Parliament had declared its fatisfaCtion in the aits of  

the Britiih Ugiflature.

T h e  Bill offered to Ireland many commercial advan ­

tages o f  t'ne moft important nature. It fecured for 

ever the linen trade o f  this kingdom . T h e  agree­

ment, effectually to favour our manufactures, would 

have been o f  great value to us. T h e  encourage­

ment, which it gav e  to our failcloth manufacture, 

would have occafioned an annual profit to a very 

great amount. 1  he perpetual fuppiy o f  rock  faic 

would have been ufeful to our victualling trade and 

fitheries -, o f  bark to our manufacture o f  leather-, and 

o f  coals to all our manufactures. T h e  perpetual 

exemption of  this laft article from duty on the e x ­

port to IreLnd, would have been a great and peculiar 

advantage to our manufacturers. T h e  inhabitants 

o f  Great Britain pay for their own cóals, from port 

to port, 5s, the chaldron. A n  intention has been 

mentioned not long fince to tax this commodity at the 

pit, I f  this Bill had pafied, the tax would have been 

drawn back, and this kingdom lecu-ed againft any 

impofnion, which the necefîities o f  G reat Britain 

may induce her to lay 011 the export o f  this necef- 

fary article. If  Great Britain had not given o f  late 

years the ft ronge ft proofs, that ihe is not diipofed 

to look to times o f  lefs liberality, for precedents tp 

govern her conduct in reiptd: to her lifter k ingdom ,
it

/



it would not be prudent to mention, that Engliih  

coals came formerly to Ireland under a duty o f  

4 s. the ton, impofed on the export by an E n g h ih

aft* .
I alfo thought the circuitous colony trade from 

Ireland to G reat Britain would have been highly 

ufeful to this k ingdom , and particularly to the city 

o f  C o r k .  I thought the opening o f  the Britilh 

markets to our manufactures would be, in one re- 

fpett ,  o f  the utmoft importance to this kingdom -, I 

mean by the re-exportation o f  Irifh manufactures 

from  Great Britain with a dtawback o f  all duties; 

and, i f  this opinion is well founded, we ihould 

confider the advantages ot having our- manufactures 

exported to all parts o f  the work!, by the capitals 

and credit o f  G reat Britain. By tnis afiiitance our

linens to a  great amounc are re-exported from

Englan d ; and this afliftance has ever been one greato _
lource o f  the profperity ot that manuraóture. U n -

der the propoled agreement, all our other manu­

factures would have been re-exported from thence

equally free from  duty.
T h a t  the Britiih markets would have produced 

c o n f l u e n c e s  fo exteniive in favour o f  lreiand, as 

her principal manufacturers affirmed, it is net my 

opinion. T h a t  Ireland would have been materially 

benefitted by it in fome o f  her manufactures, I 

entertain no doubt. A n d ,  whenever Great Britain 

can lighten the taxes on her manufactures and 011 the

*  Carte’s Life o f  the Duke o f  Ormond, vol. i. p. 84.

£) 2, materials
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materials o f  them, which m u d  naturally be one of 
her firft o b je d s  when her circumftances permit, this 
pare o the propofed agreement would effcftually  

open the beft, the neareft, and the m oil  certain 

markets in the world to Ireland ; and would pro­

mote the moit beneficial o f  all trades, becaufe the 

whole profits would belong to the fu b jed s  o f  the 

lame empire, and becaufe a capital employed in ‘ a 

home trade, which this may be ju ft ly  c o h e r e d ,  

m ay be lent out and brought back many times 

before the cap.ral employed m a foreign trade has

t a a e o T t o  r' ,Urn '  W' " Ch mU'1 bC P K u l i j r l v  ad’ “ -

T e  a l a, C° T y dC<ident "  ' “ * *  * *  t the fame time be attended with ail the advantages

oreign trade, by mcreafing the quantity o f  fpecie 
an the „ lImb„  o f  „ , ips a„ d ^  «

export o f  our m anuftftores f , „ m Great Brf .

™d“ baffl ’ i adminl0n whcrc' " r B ™ '» ’ arc received,
■ baffles the ungenerous policy  o f  Portugal.

M e  "and f  P T  í "  ^  
l  ’  . ’  “ e he(itate whether to accept or not
he colon,al and domeftic  markets o f  E „ rai„  on

toTcU r ï  bmefiCi1' * *  h" f d f '  '  WU1 ™ ‘ “ '«
colonies f  h* natl°" EuroP '’ wh'cb had no
I f  .hi par o 7  Z \:° ÍÓ Î0"0'5 ,0Ur1 rt ot the lubjedt admitted no doubr rhrq oe^ on s then for thc conlWcra[ion r f  ‘
o f  Parliament would have been, whether t h e !

t a u g h t  , ,  r e a d a b l e  and ju f t  to agree to the parts o f  t -e Bill, , h5[ rclaKd „  [he Eaft. , ndia trade_ aod [o
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the preventing o f  any prohibition o f  the export o f  

our yarn to Great Britain. T h e  firit o f  thefc confidera- 

tions have depended on the evidence o f  our mer­
chants, as to the pares of  the Ii,aft which were open 

to us : tor no European feulement there would a d .  

mit us : whether we had fufficient capitals to carry 
on that trade : and whether any probable future 

advantages (tor  prefent there are none, as we have 

never lent a fhip there, though at full liberty fo to 

do during the lait fix years) were o f  fufficient 

weight to prevent a commercial fett lem ini between 

the two kingdoms* in which Great Britain offers 

you accels to all her markets foreign and domeftic, 

on the fame terms w ith h e rfe lf ;  with a covenant on 

her part effectually to favour every article o f  your 

gro w th ,  produce, or manufacture, materials from 

foreign countries excepted, which are to be imported 

in both kingdom s duty-frees  and in which lhe offers 

an export or your manufactures, with all duties 

drawn back, through the medium o f  her Com pany, 

to her Eait-Indian territories, by which channel 

alone flic can convey her own manufactures thither—  

the benefit of whatever revenue fhail arile on India 

goods lent to ’ Ireland, or a drawback on the ex­

portation from  Great Britain, which would g ive  

them to us tree of  all duties—  and an equal trade 

with Great Britain in her poffeffions in India, in the 

event of a diffolution o f  the Com pany ; in which 

C om p any,  during its continuance, you have an equal 

right with Britons, o f  becoming adventurers ; and

from
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from which you can purchafe the produce o i  th< 

Eaft  in an open market and at a public auftion, or 

the fame terms with your feliow fubjeóis o f  Grea 

Britaih, and on cheaper terms than at any othe

market.
T h e fe  feveral circumftances appeared to me tc 

have 'been worthy the confideration o f  the Houfi  

o f  C o m m o n s ;  which, after having been fu l ly  in­

formed on this fu b jed ,  would have been mort 

competent to determine, whether we Ihould 0] 

ihould not, in favour o f  the Britiih Eaft-India C o m ­

pany, and in confederation o f  the other commercia 

benefits propofed to us, impofe this limitation or 

our commerce, determinable at the difcretion oi 

our two Houfes o f  Parliam ent;  which, while we 

allowed it to continue, would have placed Ireland 

in precifely the fame circumftances with every pari 

o f  Great Britain, L on don excepted.

H a d  this part o f  the agreement been found i n ­
jurious to the probable hopes o f  our rifing com ­

merce, it ought to have been and unqueftionably 

would have been reje&ed. I f  it had appeared, that, 

without prejudice to ourfclves, we could have 

flrengthened the ftaff  on which our fitter k in gdom  

leans in the day o f  her a d v e r f i t y ,  whan generous 

Iriihman would have with-held his concurrence ? 

But if this part o f  the Bill, inftead o f  imaginary 

p r o i p e c l S j  in the p l a c e  o f  commercial v i f io n s ,  offered 

us fome immediate, real, and fubftantial benefits, 

the choice would not have been difficult to make.

The



T h e  agreement not to prohibit the exportation of  

our yarn would be an engagement not to relinquiih 

a beneficial and profitable part o f  our commerce ; 

beneficial and profitable to the whole kingdom , but 

to M unfter in particular ; it would be an agree­

ment not to do what we ihall never do, though no 

fuch agreement exifted. W h e n  it is conlidered that 

Ireland gains by this export above 340,0001. yearly*,  

that it is a manufacture, though an imperfeft one, 

which employs great numbers o f  our people, for whom 

it would be difficult to find any other employment ; 

it feems to be a proportion almoft felf-evident, that 

the exportation ihould never be prevented b y  any 

other means, than by g iv ing  every poffible encou­

ragement to our own people to manufaóture it at 

home, the only rational and effectual means o f  pre­

venting the export.
B u t  it is objected, that Great Britain prohibits

the exportation o f  her yarn, and that there is no 

equality in our agreeing not to prohibit. I anfwer, 

that the policy  o f  that nation in this refpedt has 

beer, condemned by perfons o f  g reat commercial 

, information ; that thefe prohibitions were laid on to 

gratify the manufacturers o f  that country, who have 

been fometimes much miftaken in their opinions on 

this fubjeft.  In 1698, they petitioned, that the im­

portation o f  all worfted and woollen yarn irom Ireland 

ihould be prohibited, and reprefented, that the poor 

o f  England were periihing by this importation-, and

♦ A t  a medium of ft ven years ending 25th of  March, 1784, 

it amounted to 34 8 ,927!. S5, •
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in 17 3 9  '*, they petitioned againft taking o f f  the 

duties on thofe articles from Ireland to England ; 

but now they infiit that it fhould be made a part o f  

this agreement that the exportation from Ireland to 

Great Britain ihould never be prohibited'— 3 caution 

to manufacturers not to be too confident in their 

prefent opinions, and to the public, not to give  

way to fuch opinions without hearing proofs or rea­

sons. A s  to equality, it is to be dtimared by the 

ium  o f  advantages on each fide, and not by a c o m ­

panion o f  each article feparately. T h u s  Britain 

gives bounties on Iriih linen exported from her 

ports, but we g ive  none on Britifh exports from 

ours. In yarn the inequality is merely nominal. In 

coals the equality is but nominal, and the whole 

advantage is in the Iriih fcale.

In thefe and other articles the exercife o f  the 

legiflative power would be reftrained in this k in g ­

dom cu rin g  the continuance o f  the agreement j and 

in many articles fimilar reftraints would be impefed 

on the Britifh Iegiflature ; but without fuch reftraints 

no commercial agreement could ever be framed be­

tween two independent legiflatures. Reftraints o f  

the fame nature made a part o f  our Propofitions, 

which were almoft unanimoufly agreed to, and were 

never conlidered as fubverfive o f  conftitutional 

r-'ghts. Limitations, which arife out o f  the power I

o f  the Legiflature, and depend for their duration on 

the fame power, are not arguments againft, but the :

* Englifh Comm. Journ. p. 1 , Commercial  Reftraints.
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cleared proofs in fupport o f  legiflative indepen­

dence. Agreements to direct the channels in which 

trade (hall flow, or to commute the barren fpecula- 

tion o f  a poftible diftant trade, which is open to us, 

but  which we are not now able to enjoy, and per­

haps may never be worth our having, for a bene­

ficial trade which is not open to us, and which we 

may acquire by the iufpenlion o f  an ufelefs right 

reaflfumable at our pleafure, would not be a re- 

linquiihment, but an enlargement o f  commercial 

freedom, and a j u f t  and conftitutional exertion o f  

legiflative power for f ilutary purpofes. L e t  us ap­

ply  this realoning to the Eaft-Indian commerce. Y o u  

have no liberty c f  trade with the Britiih empire in 

India. Great Britain offers you an export o f  
your  manufactures to thofe countries from Great 

Britain and Ireland, on the lame terms with 

her own, through the medium o f  her Eaft-India 

C o m p an y,  to which ihe limits herfelf. She offers 

you  at the fame time her own markets in the 

fame manner that fhe enjoys them herfelf -, but 

to  this Ihe annexes a condition, that while you 

think proper to enjoy thofe benefits, you ihould agree 

not to trade to the few hofpitable fhores that will 

receive you between the Cape  o f  G ood H o p e  and 

the Streights o f  M agellan ; and that, when you 

choofe to relinquifh that profitable liberty o f  trade 

which ihe offers, and which you have not, you 

may then reaflume that unproductive liberty o f  

trade, which you have now in theory only.

E  Some
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Some o f  the commercial regulations of  this Bili 

have been mifunderftood -, I mean thofe which re­

late to bounties, and the breweries.

A s  to the firft, the Bill direfts, that all bounties, ex­
cept fuch as are in the nature o f  drawbacks or com-; 

penfations for duties paid, on any articles to Great- 

Britain, fhall ceafe, with an exception o f  corn, malt, 

flour, and bifcuit ; that no bounty to or fro m  a 

Britiih colony or fettlement, or to the Eaft-Indies, 

fnall be payable in Ireland, unlefs in cafes where 

a fimilar bounty is payable in Great-Britain ; with an 

exception when fuch bounty is in the nature o f  a 

drawback or compenfation for duties paid. T h e  

bounties to her own fettlements G reat  Britain has a 

right to regulate. T h e  ceafing o f  all bounties on 

articles from Ireland to Great Britain is followed by 

her bill as to bounties from Great-Britain to Ireland, 

to prevent a war o f  bounties, which would be hurt­

fu l  to both countries. T h e  bounties, payable in 

this kingdom to encourage the fale o f  our manufac­

tures in our own markets, or on exportation to fo­

reign liâtes, not Britilh colonies or fcttlemer.ts, are in 

no fort retrained.

T h e  parts o f  the Bill relative to bounties, which 

are highly advantageous to Ireland, have been per­

verted into objections againft the Bill. A  proof o f  

the great utility o f  thofe regulations is to be found 

in the fate o f  the fail-cloth manufacture. It flou- 

riíhéd before the Britifh bounty. It was ruined by 

that bounty. It will flouriih again by the withdraw­

ing



[  2 7  ]

ing that bounty*, and, by the preference given to it 

by this Bill over foreign in the Britifh navy, by the 

other encouragements which it is to receive in the 

out-fit o f  Britifh and colony fhips in being confidered 

as Britiih, and by the export to India, will  flouriíh in 

a far greater degree than at any other period, and 

will become one o f  our moft important branches o f  

manufacture.

In refpedt to the breweries, we ihould have been 

gainers by the propoied agreement, as the duty on 

Britifh beer, now 4s. id .  would have been then 5s. 4d. 

the barrel.

I thought thofe commercial matters were proper 

fu b je i ls  for inveftigution; that the Bill, which related 

to them, fhould be brought in and printed, and dif- 

perfed through the k in gd om ; that our merchants and 

manufacturers Ihould be examined to every part o f  

i t ;  and that not a 'ftep ihould have been taken in it, 

without feeing our way clearly, and without the con­

curring fenfe o f  the trading part o f  the nation. I  

did not think myieSf at liberty even to debate the  

commercial parts o f  the Bill,  before the commercial 

evidence o f  Ireland was heard ; but I am forced b y  

the moft unfounded and malicious mifreprefentation 

to mention my prefent fcntimencs, with the readielt 

difpofuion to change any o f  them on better infor­

mation, but with the firmed difdain o f  groundlels 

clam our.
O n  thofe principles I voted for the introduction o f  

the Bil l .  H a d  it appeared, on the introductory

E  2 ft ate 9
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ftatement o f  it, to have contained any thing deroga- 

tory to the independence o f  our legiflature, or that 

could h a v e ju ft ly  raif-d a doubt o f  that kind, I would 

have voted either againft the introduction, or for the 

immediate rejection o f  it.

M a n y  o f  my fellow-citizens petitioned againft  the 

Relolutions o f  the Britiili Parliament. I ftated their 

petition more fully  than petitions are ufually ftated. 

I was not called upon to give  my opinion on thole 

Rcfulutiuns. A s  to the legiflative rights o f  Ireland, 

the Addrefs o f  the Britifh L o rd s  and Commons to 

the T hron e  has declared their fenfe ; and the Bill o f  

the Britiih H ou fe  o f  Commons has fpoken moft e x ­

plicitly and decidedly on that fubjeft. T h e  Iriih 

Bill  differs materially from thofe Refolutions, and 

contains many new provifions in favour o f  our con- 

ftitution and commerce. I fpeak o f  that Bill for 

the introduction o f  which 1 v o te d ;  and on the 

ground o f  that Bill I will maintain this pofition 

againft any man : 7 hat it neither furrenders nor im­

pairs, nor promifes or engages, or tends in any re- 

fpeit  to impair, the independence o f  the legislature 

of Ireland; but that, on the contrary, it exprefsly re- 

ferves to this and all fuccceding Parliaments the full 

exercifc o f  legiflative rights, in all a d s  o f  legisla­

tion whatever ; and gives to our Houfes o f  Parlia­

ment a greater power than any Houfes o f  Parliament 

ever had before, by placing in their hands, with­

out the Royal aflent, the repeal o f  a legiflative 
agreement.

Confider

«



Confider the prefent ftate o f  the Britiih empire. 

Survey your own country, with an honeft pride, as 

a m od  important part o f  that empire-, confcious o f  

your own weight in the general fcale, be not too 

prone tofufpedt, that any Englifli  Miniftry would be 

mad enough to invade your liberties, or to impair 

either your commercial or conftitutional rights. 

W h a t  is now the necefiary objeft o f  Britiih councils? 

T o  ilrengthen and conneét the remaining parts o f  

the empire. W h a t  are the principal means o f  effeft- 

ing this ? M u lt ip ly in g  the refources, increafing the 

wealth, promoting the population and induftry, and 

e-ftabliíhing the tranquillity and contentment o f  Ire­

land. N o  two countries on the globe are more 

neceflary to the happinefs o f  each other than thefe 

tw o iilands. T h e  man who confiders them as ad- 

verfuries, and not as partners in commerce, is not a 

judicious friend to either. T h e  man, who attempts 

to ferve o^e at the expence o f  the other, would in­

ju re  both. W h a t  is the obvious wifli and intereft o f  

the enemies o f  the Britiih empire? T o  feparate 

thefe two kingdoms : firil to weaken and difunite 

the Britifh empire, and then to fubvert it. W h a t  

w ould  become o f  the liberties o f  Ireland then? 

Counteract  your enemies, co-operate with your 

friends, and confolidate the flrength o f  the two 

kingdom s on fuch terms, as fhall appear to be o f  

equal advantage to each.

L e t  me aik any o f  m y fellow-citizens fome few 

plain queftions. H a v e  we fince 1 7 7 9  to this time

followed
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followed Britifh laws, by laying the fame duties on 

all colonial produce, foreign as well as Britiih? 

H a v e  you felt any commercial or cor.ftituticnal pre­

judice  by this? D o  you  think it reafonable, that 

Great-Britain fhould allow you to bring into her 

ports the produce o f  foreign colonics, whilft ihe 

prohibits herfelf from doing lb? H ave  not her 

colonies been the great fource o f  her fuperior. co m ­

merce and maritime itrength? W o u ld  you promote 

the trade and navigation o f  Great-Britain, and in 

effect o f  Ireland, or o f  foreign nations? W o u l d  

you ftrengthen the fleet which protects, or that 

which may be deftined to invade you ? Is there 

any country, the trade to which is more valuable to 

Ireland, than her trade with the reft o f  the world? 

Is not Great-Britain that country? Can more effec­

tual means be deviled for promoting your trade, 

than by extending the m oil  valuable part o f  it? 

W a s  not this the objeft of our Propofitions, and is 

not this the objeót o f  our Bill?

W h a t  would you have? T o  remain as we are. 

H o w , would you have Britons keep their markets 

fhut againit you, whiift you keep your markets open 

to them? Shall they fupply you with colony pro­

duce, and refufc to receive it from you? Is this 

eqi^Tity of commerce or conftitution ? G iv e  us

íimiiar prohibitions or prohibitory duties. A r e  you 

inclined to bring your linens within this rule, and 

can you juftly  expert that Great-Britain fhould en­

courage your ftaple manufacture, with prejudice to

her



her own in other countries, i f  you difcourage hers ? 

A r e  you aware, that every protection to a manufac­

ture by  a duty, which excludes a better or a cheaper 

manufa&ure o f  the fame kind, is, to the amount o f  

the difference in price, a tax on every other manu- 

fa'Sture, and every other man in the community who 

buys the protected manufacture? D o  you prefer a 

fyftem o f  mutual prohibitions, that tends to protedt 

idlenefs or ignorance in both kingdoms, to a fyftem 

that fees up the induftry and ikill o f  each nation as an 

exam ple  and rival to the other? Y o u  certainly feel 

no daftardly repugnance to this ncble emulation. 

D o  you prefer exclufion to comprehenficn*, recipro­

cal reftraints, prohibitions, perpetual jealoufies,  and 

ill-will, to the mutual intercourfe o f  kindnefs and 

encouragement, which bids the m ixing commerce 

o f  the two kingdom s roll in one common flood ?

T h e r e  is no kindnefs, you fay, in the attempt to 

exclude us from a trade to the E aít  * .  Is there 

none in offering you a trade to her extenfive d o ­

minions there ? Does fhe give  greater liberty to the 

inhabitants o f  G reat Britain? W h ic h  is m oil  valua­

ble, the trade fhe offers, or that o f  which fhe pro- 

poles to you (till to fufpend the exercife ? I f  the 

exchange  is in your favour, is there any thing dif-

*  T h e  mod valuable part of that trade, which conflits in 
teas, we have already relinquiihed in favour of the Britiih 

India Company, without murmur, though without any equiva­
lent. W e are now offered an equivalent, for what we have, 

in effeâ, already conceded without any.

honourable
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honourable in accepting o f  it ? or 2ny thing inde­

corous in propofing it-?- W o u ld  you have her violate 

her national faith, ai:d diffolve her India Com p any? 

N o ,  you fay, that expeftation would be unreafonable 

and unjuft. T e l l  me then what can ihe offer more 

than ihe now propofes to you, either whilft that com ­

pany exifts, or in the event o f  its diffolution ? I aik 

you  but one queltion more. Does Great-Britain 

poifefs in any one part o f  the globe any one article 

o f  free commerce whatever, in her power to .partici­

pate, which ihe does not open as freely and benefi­

cially to Ireland as to herfelf? A n d  then confider, 

m y fellow-citizens, what nation upon earth has the 

wideit and beil-regulated range o f  commerce.

In confidering the Bill, examine the fundamental 

principles in the firft place. W h a t  are they? if t ,  

T o  encourage and extend as much as poflible the 

trade between the two kingdoms, on permanent and 

equitable principles. 2diy, T h a t  the inhabitants o f  

each ihould trade 10 and from the Britifh colonie?, 

fcttiements, and dominions, in every psrt o f  the e lobe, 

now or hereafter to be planted, made, or acquired, 

on equal terms, both direttly and circuitoufly. I f  

you difapprove of the principles, reject the Bill ; i f  

you approve o f  the principles, go  into the detail o f  

the Bil l ;  approve, or amend, or rejeft, according to 

your judgm ent,  applied cooly to every diiiinift and 

feparate part of this comprehenfive fyftem. In this 

you will a d  with that wifdom and temper which be­

come a great commercial city. Confider whether

any



any claufe or expreffipn in ic can have the moll  re­

mote tendency to injure your  conftitution. I f  you 

find any fuch, rej?dt it, whatever commercial benefits 
the Bill may offer. But pray, let the claufe bs firit 

read, and a little confidered, and a little underftood. 

Judge  o f  it from the plain words o f  the text itleíf, 

and not from the brilliant paraphrafe o f  eloquent 

commentators ; and let not every man, who thinks 

proper to beat on the fpirit-ftirring drum o f  the con­

ftitution, make you ftart and tremble, and frighten 

you ou t  o f  your wits.

I certainly coniider m yfc lf  accountable to my con- 

ftituents for my parliamentary c o n d u it ;  but on great 

national queftions it is my duty to think as well as to 

a f t  for them. I defire only that they will read the 

Bill,  make themfelves, as I have endeavoured to do 

in reipeCt to myfelf, mailers o f  the many important 

and complicated fubjeits which it comprehends ; and 

then fay, whether a M e m b e r  for the fu l l  trading city 

o f  Ireland, who was not unverfed in fubjects o f  con­

ftitution and commerce, would have acted as became 

him, i f  he had voted that a fubjeit  o f  this nature 

ihould not have been confidered. 1 have voted only 

that it ihould be conlidered; and was never more 

thoroughly convinced, that I never gave a vote of 

more beneficial tendency to the city of C ork  -, and 

have no doubt that my conftituents will hereafter 

view m y c o n d u it  in this light. I affectionately 

regard my fellow-citizens, and there is nothing I 

value more than their efteem, except the lafting in-
F  tcre  its
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terefts and happinefs o f  them and their pofterity. I 
defire only that they may ju d g e  for  themfelves, and 

o f  the Bill itfclf  by its own merits ; and not view it 

through the medium o f  mifreprefentation, which fo 

many men in both kingdom s have, or think they 

have,  an intereft in placing between the pub lic  and 

the real fubjedt for their confideration.

T h e  great principle o f  this Bill, namely equal 

freedom in each k in gdom  to the merchants and 

manufacturers o f  the other, has been long my de­

cided opinion*.  W h e n  for  your fervice I endea-» 

voured to give  fome light to this fubjedt, I pointed 

o u t  this inequality as one o f  the ju f t  grounds o f  our 

commercial complaints. A r e  m y  fellow-citizens, 

after twenty-five years experience o f  m y conduct as 

one o f  their reprefentatives, fo little acquainted with 

m y  character, as to fuppofe me capable o f  expreiling 

to the public the warmeft feelings on the fubjedt o f  

their former oppreflions in trade, and that I  ihould 

now have any defign to renew thofe grievances, or to 

impair thofe conftitutional rights, which alone can 

protedt them in the enjoyment o f  commercial free­

dom ! A p p ly  all the exertions o f  your know ledge 

and experience to this fubjedt; its importance de- 

ferves them all. Shew your veteran, and, let me 

add, faithful Reprefentative, that any part o f  the 

meafure injures your rights as merchants, m an u ­

facturers, or freemen, and then fee whether any man

*  See Commercial Reflraints of Ireland, Letter 9.
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will uie more vigorous exertions for your fervice.' 

B u t  confider it with that temper and good fenfe with 

which the condudt o f  m y fellow-citizens has been 

uiually marked ; and do not fuffer it, before it has 

been read or underftood, to be encountered by vio­

lence and outrage.

I have the honour to be3

D e a r  Sir,

Y o u r  moil faithful»

A n d  obedient fervanr,
• 3L *

J O H N  H E L Y  H U T C H I N S O N .

Pabnerfïon,
§tb  September, 178 5 .

Oa.
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ON  Friday, the 12th o f  A u g u ft ,  1 7 8 5 ,  M r .  Orcfe 

made his long expeéied motion, for leave to 

bring in a Bill— “  for effeftuating the Intercourfe 

and Commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, on 

permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual 

benefit o f  both countries.5’ M r .  Orde explained the 

nature o f  the Bill in a fpeech of  three hours conti­

nuance : and, in confidering an important fubjedt, 

he befeeched every member of  the Houfe, iC to diveft 

himfelf  o f  what he had already heard, to throw afide 

all prejudice, and to difcufs a meafure, fo interefting to 

ail, with tempers free from any bias* and with minds 

open to convidion/*

M r .  C o n n o l l y ,  rfgahijî. M r .  F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.

M r .  C o n n o l ly  (aid, he had H e  began by cal l ing for thit
before declared the bufinefs Refolution agreed to unani-
to be intricate and myfteri- mouily on the 20th o f  D e c e m -
ous; he n o w  found it to be ber, 1 7 7 9 ,  w hich was read,
extremely delicate. Inftead and was in thefe words :
o f  concil iating, and as he had 
iaidy dovetailing the tw o  t / ' R; folve,dh’ N'm G°n

Y . . . . . to trade w i t h  the Britifh Colonies  in
c o u n t r i e s ,  It W O U i u  in h i s  o p i -  A m er ic a  and the W eft  Indies ,  and t h e
nion, have a contrary effedt ;  Briti ih Sett lements on the  Coaf t  oi
it  would take away their con- Afr , .c** , n  J l k e  m an " e r  a« the trade is
n  • , J , earned on between Cjreat B n t a i n  snd-
It ltUtlOll ,  a n d  l e a v e  t h e m  n o  the faid Colonies and Se t t leme nts ,  w i l l

c o m m e r c e  at  a i l .  He had t h e  be produ&We o f  very great commercial
day b e f o r e  f a i d ,  h e  w o u l d  kenetits,  wil l  ,,e »  moi l  attt ft ionate

J , . .  m ark  ot the regard and attention o f
m o v e  a l o n g  a d j O U ' n m e n t ,  G r e a t  Br i ta in to our diftiefles,  and wi l l

a n d  p r o p o f e  an  addrefs  t o  his s ive newr vigour to the zeal  o f  his M a -

JWaietiy  t o  e x p l a i n  the  r e a f o n  f J *nd lo*a! PeoPle of Ire*
r  _ '1 . 1 .  iand, to itand forward  in fuoport  o f  his

O f  I t ,  b u t  his idea was now  M a j e f t y ’ ,  perfon and gove rnm ent ,  a n i

totally changed: Havingheard 'he interef t ,  the honour ,  and the  dig-

the Bil l,  he would ohjeit  to nit* of the Britiih cmPire-'’
ike morion for leave to bring I will allure the R ight  Hon.

11 G e n t le -
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it in. T h e  Bil l  bartered away 
the conftitution o f  Ireland.
It was well  known he had 
been no advocate for the at­
tainment o f  that conftitution ; 
but that Houfe having afl'erted 
the conftitution, and the con­
ftitution having been recog­
nized, he had no right to give 
his confent to alter or relin- 
quiih it, nor had any member 
o f  that Houfe any fuch right, 
and the kingdom he was per- 
fuaded, would never fubmit to 
fuch a lacriftce. T h e  Bill  pro- 
pofed to be brought in by the 
Right Hon. G e n t le m a n ,  not- 
withftanding the mazes and 
the labyrinth into which he had 
endeavoured to lead the Houfe 
with a v iew  to difguife and 
glofs over irs real purport,  it 
w as  evident, was in fubftance 
and effeCt, the fame with the 
Bill  upon the table; the Bill 
brought into the Britiib P ar­
liament, by the minifter. It 
ought, therefore, to be oppoied 
in the firft inftance. They
had better not fuffer the Hvdra/ *
that threatened ruin to both 
kingdoms to grow  up ; let 
them meet the mtfchief in its 
infancy, and ftrangle it in the 
cradle. He had voted for the 
original Proportions, becaufe 
he thought a permanent fyftem 
for the benefit o f  the two coun­
tries; but the Bill n o w  opened 
to the Houfe by the R ig h t  Hon. 
G en tlem an ,  inftead o f  dove­
tailing and unit ingthem , could 
tend only to their mutual dif- 
Gontent and feparation.

M r. C o n n o l l y ,  Againjl.

G e n tle m a n ,  ( M r .  Connolly,* 
that I did not in any fort 
allude to any thing which h?. 
fallen from him ; but fince I 
has done me the honour to ij 
terrupt me, I (hall probably \ 
induced to allude to him hi 
fore I fir d o w n ;  and the Rig 
Hon. Gentleman having callc 
my attention to him, has 
claim upon me for precc 
dence, I fhall therefore in th 
firft inftance difmifshim. T h r  
Right  Hon. Gentlem an hat 
ftated that this is a fubjeft of 
fo much delicacy and intricacy, 
fo much envelope in difficulty 
and myftery, that it is nearly 
incomprehenlible. And in the 
fame breath he announces the 

■ whole fyftem to be injurious 
to the trade and commerce o f  
this cou ntry ,  and fubveifiveof  
its Jegifiative independence. 
T h e  R ig h t  Plon, G e n t le m a n  
calls out for time to enable the 
people to underftand the fub- 
ject,  and will  not confent to 
the introdu&ion o f  a Bill  which 
is to point out to them what 
they are to underftand. T h e  
Ris;ht Hon.  Gentlem an will 
not confent to the introduction 
o f  a Bill which he has never 
read, and which he profefles 
his inability to underitand, be­
caufe it is a Bill which he af- 
lerts to be ruinous to the trade, 
and fubverfive o f  the conftitur 
tion o f  Ireland.

Poftibly 1 may have mifta- 
ted the argument. I do not 
think however, that I have 
miftated it ;  however, i f  my

R ig h t

M r. F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.



/M r. G r a t t a n ,  AgainJ}.

I can excufe the R ig h t  Hon. 
M e m b e r  w ho moves you for 
leave to bring in the B i l l ,  he 
is an E ngli ihm an,  and c o n ­
tends for the power o f  his own 
country while I am contend­
ing  for the liberty o f  m ine;  
he might have fpared himfelf 
the trouble o f  ftating his ow n 
B i l l .  I read it before, I read 
k  in the twenty Refolutions,  I 
read it in the Englifh B i l l ,  
w hich  is to all intents and pur— 
pofes the fame; and which he 
m ight  read without the trou­
ble o f  rcforting to his ow n.  
His com m ent is o f  little m o ­

m e n t ;  a L ord  L ieutenant ’s
• Secretary is an unfafe c o m ­
mentator on an Iriih conftitu- 
|ion : the former merit o f  the 
R i g h t  Hon. G en tlem an  in 
prefling for the original Pro- 
pofitions and contending a- 
gainft the prefent, which he

now

R i g h t  Hon. friend feels any 
thing l ike uneafinefs at the 
repetition o f  his arguments, 
or at any obfervation which I 
have made upon them, he 
know s my refpefl  and regard 
for him to be fo great,  that I 
never can proceed in any thing 
w h ich  may give him one m o­
m en t ’s pain. 1 am fatisfied 
he afls  upon every occafion, 
to the beft o f  his judgment for 
the advantage o f  this country. 
I ihall therefore proceed as I 
had intended when I firft rofe.

M r . F i t z G I B B O N ,  For.

M r .  F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.

A s my R t .  Hon. friend ( M r ,  
G ra tta n )  alluded to the memor­
able æra o f  1 7 7 9 ,  I thought it 
neceffary to remind him o f  the 
unanimous fenfe o f  the Houfe 
and th eN atio n  upon thefubje£fc 
at that time,and to remind him, 
that the grant o f  the CoJony 
trade was at that time deemed 
an a f l  o f  liberality, w hich  
ought to attach us w arm ly  to 
G r e a t  Britain. I thought it 
neceflkry to remind him o f  his 
language and conduct at that 
time, that the emulation o f  
that day was,  who ihould 
fiand forward to exprefs his 
gratitude to G reat  Britain, and 
his admiration o f  the unex­
ampled ability and addrefs with  
w hich Lord N orth  had con* 
du f led  the caufe o f  Ireland, 
H o w  it bas happened that the 
extenfion and permanent eita- 
biiihmçnt p f  the principle,

which



now fupports, may have been which at that time was the 
very great, and I am wil l ing fubjefl  o f  overftrained applaufe 
to thank him fo r  bis paji fe r -  and gratitude, has now be- 
vicesy they may be a private come a topic o f  popular c k -  
confolation to himfelf.  ̂ N o  mour and difcontcnt. H o w  
more-—— I differ from him in it has happened that a volun- 
his account of  this tranfa&ion. tary and precarious grant o f  
He was pledged to his eleven the C o lo n y  trade, in 1 7 7 9 ,  
Proportions ; his offer was the was confidered an affc&ionate 
Proportions, our ’ s the taxes ; mark o f  Britiih liberality, and 
he tooic the latter, but forgets that an extended and irrevoca­
ble former. I leave both, and ble grant o f  the fame trade, 
come to his fyftem. Here it in 1785,  is confidered as an 
becomes neceffary to go back infult and an in ju ry :— H ow  
a little— I begin with your m y Ri^ht Hon. Friend wil l  
free trade obtained in 1 7 7 9 ;  reconcile his co n d u d  and his 
by that you recovered your language in 1 7 7 9 ,  to his con- 
right to trade with every part du£t and his language on this 
ot the world, whofe ports day, by what twift o f  areu- 
were open to you,  fubjedl to ment he wil l  be able to recon- 
your o w n  unftipu.ated duties, cile to the nation, opinions fo 
the Britiih plantations only violently contrafted and incon- 
excepted ; by that, you ob- íiftent, 1 am free to acknow- 
tained the benefit o f  your in- ledge 1 want fagacity to dif- 
fular lituation, the benefit o f  cover.
your weftern iituation, and 'J hat I may not incur the
the benefit o f  your exemption hazard o f  contradiction, when
from intolerable taxes. Wh a t  I ftate what was in 1 7 7 9  con- 
thefe advantages might be, no fidered perfeft freedom o f  
man could fay, but any man trade, I wi l l  recur to the words
w ho had feen the l lruggle  you o f  a Gentlem an now  in my
had made during a century o f  eye ( M r .  F lood),  delivered in 
depreflion, could forefee, that this aflembly 011 the 20th o f  
a ipirit o f  induftry operating December, 1 7 7 9 :  “  W h a t  is 
upon a ftate o f  liberty in a a Free T r a d e  ? I was one o f  
young nation, muft in the the firft and moil d e cid ed  in 
courfe o f  time produce lignai ufmg the term. It is a trade 
advantages - t h e  fea is like the to the whole  world, fubjedl to 
earth, to non-exertion a wajle^ the reftraints o f  your own le- 
to induitry a mine \ this trade giflature, and that o f  the 
was accompanied with another, country with which you trade; 
a plantation trade ; in this,  you confequently in Britain, and 
retained your right to trade di- the Britiih Colonies, fubjeft 
r e d ly  with the Britiih planta- to the reftriótions o f  the Bri-

tion$ Uih
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tions in a variety o f  articles, 
w ithout  a reference to Britiih 
duties; by this, you obtained 
a  right to trade with the B r i ­
tiih plantations directly in each 
and every other article, fubject 
to the rate o f  Britiih duty ; by 
this* you obtained a right to 
feleCt the article, fo that the 
general trade (hould not hang 
on the fpecial conformity ; and 
b y  this, you did not covenant 
to  affeCt, exclude,  or poftpone 
the produce o f  foreign planta­
tions — the reafon was obvious, 
y o u  demanded tw o  things, a 
free trade and a plantation 
t r a d e ;  had the then miniiter 
infifted on a covenant to e x ­
clude the produce o f  foreign 
plantations, he had given you 
a plantation trade inltead o f  a 
free trade, (whereas your de­
mand was both) and his grant 
h~d been inadequate, unfatisfac- 
tcry* and inadmijjible— thefe 
points o f  trade being fettled, a 
third in the opinion o f  fome 
remained ; namely, the inter- 
courfe  wi t h England or the 
channel  trade— A  fuccefsful 
political campaign, an unfuc- 
cefsful harveft, the poverty o f  
n ot  a few , together with the 
exam ple  o f  England,  brought 
forward in the year 1 7 8 3 ,  a 
num ber o f  famiihing m anu­
facturers with  a demand o f  pro­
tecting  duties ;  the extent o f  
their demand was idle, the 
manner o f  conveying that de­
mand tumultuary,  but not be­
in g  w h o l ly  refilled nor yet 
adequately affiited, they h i d

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Again/i.
ti£h legiflature. T h i s ,  lays 
he,  is a principle as clear as 
the fun, which ihines upon 
our reviving empire, and wide 
as the univerfe, if  the univerfe 
were wider than it is .”  T h i s ,  
S ir ,  is the Honourable G e n t l e ­
man’ s definition o f  a Free 
T r a d e ;  and upon his o w n  
principles, clear as the fun, 
and wide as the univerfe, 1 
meet him upon the prcfent 
queition. F rom  1 7 7 9  to 1784,  
w e  refled fatisííed upon the 
fubjeCl o f  trade; but in 1784,  
it was difcovered that the co m ­
mercial intercourfe between 
G r e a t  Britain and Ireland was 
unequal ; that ihe poured her 
manufactures in upon us, and 
ihut our manufactures out 
from her markets. But  above 
all,  it was complained that by 
the conflruCtion which (he put 
upon her navigation laws, we 
were prohibited from import­
ing into England the produce 
of  her colonies, whilft ihe 
claimed a right, and we ac- 
quiefced in the claim, to im­
port into this country,  from 
England,  the produce o f  the 
whole world. T h e  remedy 
propofed was, to commence a 
war o f  Prohibitory D uties ,  
but  the good fenfe of the 
Houfe  faw how deftruCtive 
fuch a meafure muft be, and 
rejeCted it by as refpeCtable a 
majority as ever appeared 
w ith in  thefe walls .  A n  H o ­
nourable Member then thought 
it necdfary to move an addrefs 
IQ the T h r o n e ,  that the fer-

vants

M r. F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.
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the foundation o f  another plan, 
w hich made its appearance in 
1 7 8 5 ,  oppofite indeed to their 
wiihes and fatal to their e x ­
pectation; this was the fyftem 
o f  reciprocity, a fyftem fair in 
its principle and in procefs o f  
t ime likely to be beneficial but 
not l ikely to be o f  any great 
prefent advantage, other than 
by flopping the growth o f  de­
mand, al laying a commercial 
fever and producing fettlement 
and incorporation with the 
people o f  England ; this fyftem 
was founded on the only prin­
ciple which could obtain be­
tween twoindependent nations, 
equality, and the equality con- 
fifted in fimilarity o f  duty: now  
as the total abatement o f  duties 
on both fides, had driven the 
Iri fhman out o f  his ow n mar­
k et ,  as the raifing our duties to 
the Britiih ftandard had driven 
th e E n g l i ih m a n  out o f  the Iriih 
m arket,  a third method was 
reforted to, the abatement o f  
Brit i ih  duty to the Iriih ftan­
dard: but then this equality o f  
duty was  inequality o f  trade, 
for as the E ngl i ihm an with 
that duty againft h im ,  had 
beaten you in the Iriih market, 
w ith  that duty in his favour he 
mult  keep you out o f  the E n g-  
lifh : fo that under this a r ­
rangement the Engli ih  manu­
facturer continued proteCted, 
and the Iriih manufacturer 
continued expoied,  and the 
abatement o f  duty was no 
more than difarming the argu­
ment of  retaliation. Had the

arranje-

Mr, G R A T T A K ,  Jgainji.
vants o f  the crown might be 
directed to employ the interval 
between that time and the pre­
fent feiîlon in digefting a plan 
o f  commercial incercourfe be­
tween G re a t  Britain and Ire­
land, upon equitable and l i­
beral principles. I have heard 
G en tlem en  fay, they confider­
ed that addrefs as alluding to 
Protecting Duties, but I will  
not pay their memories a co m ­
pliment at the expence of  
their underftandings ; it is 
impoffible they could have un­
derftood that this addrefs a l­
luded to Protecting Duties;  the 
words o f  the addrefs fpeak the 
lenfe o f  it very plainly;  and 
Protecting Duties had been 
juft  rejected, as a wild and 
nonfenfical projeCt.

A  fyftem o f  commercial in- 
tercourfe therefore was called 
for, by the Parliament of  Ire­
land, and I truft 1 {hall not 
hear it again after ted, that this 
has been a fubjeCt obtruded 
upon the nation. T h e  una­
nimous addrefs o f  the C o m ­
mons gives the lie direCt to 
that aflertion ; accordingly the 
outline o f  the fyftem which 
had been called for, was fub- 
mitted to the Houfe in eleven 
Proportions,  early in this 
feffion. T h e  leading features 
o f  it were, “ ■ T h a t  the 
markets o f  both countries 
ihould be open to the manu­
factures o f  each other upon 
equal terms ; that therefore 
no n ew  prohibition or addi­
tional duties ihould be im- 

G  pofed
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arrangement flopped here, it 
had been unjuit indeed, but 
as Ireland was to covenant 
that ihe would not raife her 
duties on Britiih manufactures, 
E n g la n d  on her part was to 
covenant,  that ihe would not 
diminifh her preference in fa­
vour o f  Iriih linen, and the 
adjuftment amounted to a c o ­
venant, that neither country 
in  their refpe&ive markets 
would afFeCt the manufacture 
o f  the other by any operative 
alteration o f  d u t y ;  however,  
the adjuftment did not flop at 
the home manufacture, it went 
to  plantation produce,  and 
here you itood on tw o  grounds, 
l a w  and ju f t ic e ;  law,  becaufe 
yo u  only deiired that the fame 
words o f  the fame aCt o f  n a ­
vigation fnould have the fame 
c<>nltruCtion on one fide the 
C h an n el  as they have on the 
other ; how  they had ever 
borne a different one, I ca n ­
not conceive, otherwife than 
by  fuppofing that in your an­
cient itate of dependency you 
were  not intitled to the c o m ­
mon benefit o f  the mother 
tongue ; the anfwer to this ar­
gum ent was unfatibfactory,

that England had alteied thep c
l a w , ”  but if  England had fo  
altered the law ,  it ceafed to 
jmpofe the fame reltriCtions 
and confer the fame advan­
tages, and then a doubt might 
arife whether the aCt o f  na­
vigation was the law  o f  Ire-CD
land, fo that you fecmed en­
titled to the conftruction or

free

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Agalvjl.

pofed in either country upon 
the manufactures o f  the other; 
that G rea t  Britain ihould fe- 
cure and make permanent to 
us, the grant o f  the colony 
trade, which  by the feule­
ment o f  1 779 ,  as mv R ig h t  
H on. Friend has termed it, 
was precarious and revocable ; 
and that (he ihould relax her 
navigation laws in our fa­
vo u r .”  For the prefent I 
ihall  not go into the detail 
oi this fyitem, but I muft re­
mind Gentlemen,  that E n g ­
land by this agreement binds 
herfelf  to fecure to this coun­
try the monopoly o f  her mar­
ket in the article o f  linens. 
And t muft remind them alfo, 
that a Gentlem an o f  the firft 
abilities, a leader o f  Engliih 
oppofition, did ftate emphati­
cal ly  in the Britiih Senate, 
that Britain, by fo doing, gave 
up her beft protection againft 
the future caprices o f  this 
country.

A s  to the liberty o f  fending 
our manufactures to the Britiih 
markers, I freely own I have 
not very fanguine expectations 
o f  advantage from it. B u t ,  
Sir, 1 prize the advantages o f  
a relaxation in her navigation 
laws very highly. I think 
that w ithout  fuch a relaxation 

■we have little profpeCt indeed 
o f  any foreign trade : be­
caufe, i f  the Iriih merchant 
has not the certain ifiue o f  the 
E n g l i ih  markets for foreign 
commodities, he has no fpur 
to enterprize and fpeculation.

JBut
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free from the a£t ; now  it is 
o f  more confequence to En or- 
land that you ihould be bound 
by the act o f  navigation, than 
to Ireland to have the benefit 
o f  the fair conftru&ion o f  it. 
B u t  you flood on ftill better 
ground, ju jiice  ; was it juft 
that you ihould receive plan­
tation goods from England, 
and that England ihould not 
receive them from you ? here 
if  you don’t find the law e- 
qual,  you may make it fo: for as 
yet  you area free Parliament.

I leave this part o f  the fub- 
j c &  ; equality o f  duty but no 
prefent equality o f  trade. I 
come to that part o f  the ad- 
ju f tment which is inequality o f  
both ; —  and firft, the part 
w hich relates to the primum 
o f  your manufactures. W h e n  
the original Propofitions were 
argued, G entlem en exclaimed, 
“  England referves her W o o l ,  
and Ireland does not referve 
her W o o l le n  Y a r n , ”  it was 
anfwered, <c Ireland may i f  
(he pleafes,”  what wil l  thofe 
G en t le m e n  n o w  fay, when 
England referves both ;— the 
primum o f  her rmnufadtures, 
and o f  yours ; and not only 
woollen yarn but linen yarn, 
hides, Sec ? T o  tell me that 
this exportation is beneficial to 
Ireland is to tell me nothing ; 
the quefuon is not about f lo p ­
ping  the export,  but giving 
up the regulation, in inftances 
where England retains the 
power o f  regulation, and the 
act o f  prohibition. T o  tell

me,

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Âgahijl.

England relaxes her na- 
vigaticn laws in our favour, 
ihe has a right to expect that 
we ihall protect and cherifh 
the illips and mariners o f  the 
empire, as ihe has prote&ed 
them. She has a right to e x ­
pert that we will follow her in 
a code of  laws, which have 
been the fource o f  her c o m ­
mercial opulence, the prime 
origin o f  hermaritime ftrength, 
and therefore it is folly to fup- 
pofe that England will  ever 
conclude any treaty o f  co m ­
merce with any nation on the 
earth, without ample fecurity 
for the protection and encou­
ragement o f  Britiih ihips and 
mariners, and for the protec­
tion and encouragement o f  her 
own plantations. T h i s  fecu- 
rity ihe has a right to expert 
from us, and without it, it is 
vain to hope that ihe will  ever 
conclude any treaty with us, 
and I muft remind Gentlemen, 
that our trade with England is 
o f  greater value than our trade 
with the reft o f  the world. 
I f  we were to lofe it, in fix: 
month?, you would not have 
gold in circulation for ihe 
common occaiions o f  life.

T h i s  is the outline o f  the 
fyftem, propofed and approved 
o f  almoll univerfally, early in 
the fciuon, and I call upon 
any man to ihew me where 
the principle or fpirit o f  this 
fyftem has been departed from 
in the Englilh Propofitions, or 
in the Bill introduced by the 
Engli ih  Minifter. ;

G  2, B u t
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me, that this exportation is 
necçflary for England is to tell 
me nothing, but that you are 
material to England and there­
fore ihould have obtained at 
leaft equal terms. I o w n ,  to 
afiift the manufactures o f  G reat  
Britain as far as is not abfo- 
lutely inconfiftent with thofe 
o f  Ireland is to me an cbjefl ; 
but ftill the difference recurs, 
ihe is not content w ith  volun­
tary accommodation on your 
part, but exafis perpetual export 
from you in the very article, 
in which  ihe retains abfolute 
prohibition— <c no new  pro­
hibition9'---- every prohibition
beneficial to England was laid 
before— none in favour o f  Ire­
land. Ireland till 1 779 was 
a province, and every province 
is a victim, your provincial 
ilate ceafed, but berore the 
provincial regulations are done 
away,  this arrangement efta- 
bliihes a principle o f  uti pof- 

fidetisy that is, G re a t  Britain 
ihall retain all her advantages, 
and Ireland ihall retain all her 
difadvantages. B u t  I leave 
this part o f  the adjuftment 
where reciprocity is declaimed 
in the outfet o f  treaty and the 
rudiment o f  manufacture; I 
come to inftances o f  more 
itriking inequality, and firft 
your fituation in the Eaft .  
Y o u  are to give a monopoly 
to  the prefent or any future 
•Eaft-India C o m p a n y  during 
its exiftence, and to the Bri­
tiih nation for ever after ; it 
has been faid that the Iriihman

in

M r. G r a t t o » ,  Againjl.
B u t  it was neceffary to co m ­

bat the prejudices o f  the Bri- 
tiih manufacturers,  and the 
oppofition o f  a party, many 
of  whom do, I am fatisfied, 
oppofe any extenfion o f  the 
trade and commerce o f  Ireland 
upon principle, and therefore 
it is ,  that the Britiih M inif ter ,  
and the men w ho fupported 
him , were forced into the de­
tail o f  this fubject in their R e -  
folutions —  A  detail, w hich  
m uil  neceflarily have followed, 
even i f  the Britiih Parliament 
had kept clear o f  it in this firft 
ftage o f  the bufinefs.

G o d  forbid that I ihould 
impute w ro n g  motives to any 
man ; I am fatisfied that it 13 
the principle o f  fome o f  the 
leading men o f  the prefent o p ­
pofition in England,  not to 
extend the trade and commerce 
o f  this country.  And i f  I did 
not chufe to keep this fubjeCfc 
clear o f  any thing which m ig h t  
look like a queition o f  E n g l i fh  
party, 1 would prove to the 
convict ion o f  every man w h o  
hears me, that the weight o f  
Ireland in the fcale o f  the e m ­
pire muft for ever prove an 
obftacle to the great objeCt o f  
their political career.

W i t h  refpect to the E af l  
India trade, I muft inform the 
R ig h t  Hon. G e n tlem an ,  that 
it is a queftion, in m y mind, 
o f  no doubt or difficulty, that 
we have by a law o f  Ireland 
confirmed the monopoly o f  
the Eaft India C o m p a n y  ; and 
therefore, fo long as their

charter

M r . F i t z g i e b o n ,  For.
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in this is in the fame fituation charter lafts, we are bound by 
as the Englifhman, but there it. And were this charter ex-  
is this difference, the difference pired, I believe our profpe& o f  
between having, and not hav- a trade to India, even if  it were 
ing the trade; the Britiih Par-  the intereft o f  this country to 
liament has judged it moit interfere with G rea t  Britain, is 
expedient for G ie a t  Britain to very remote indeed, 
carry on her trade to the Eaft:, T h e  Right  Hon Gentleman
by an excluiive C om p a n y  ; the has faid, that we gain b u t a  
lriih Parliament is now to de- fpeclc ®f advantage in the per- 
termine it mud expedient for million granied to Eaft India 
Ireland to have no trade at all ihips to touch at Iriih ports 
in thefe parts. T h i s  is not a in their paflage out ; and yet 
furrender o f  the political rights this wras one very great caufe 
of the conftitution, but o f  the o f  the clamour railed in E n g -  
naturaJ rights o f man \ not o f  land againft the fyftem ; for 
the privileges o f  Parliament, ivlr. W e d g w o o d ,  and tw o other 
but “  o f  the rights o f  nations,”  m en ,w h o  were examined upon.

“  not to fail beyond the the fu b je â ,  at the bar o f  the 
Cape o f  G o o d  Hope and the Houfe o f  Lords, did not heft- 
Straits o f  M a g e l la n ," ’ an awT- tate to declare, that glafs, an4 
ful interdict ! Not only Euro- fome other articles, were likely 
pean fettlements, but neutral to be exported from Ireland to 
countries excluded, and G o d ’s the Eaft Indies, and in fuch. 
providence (hut out in the quantities as would prove ex-, 
moil opulent boundaries o f  tremely injurious to the ma- 
creation ; other in terd its  g o  nufactures o f  England,  
to particular places for local A s  to the Eaft India trade,
reafons, becaufe they belong the Gentleman is much mif- 
to certain European Stares, but taken. W h enever  the charter 
here are neutral regions for- o f  the C om p a n y  (ball expire, 
bidden and a path pretcribed Ireland will,  upon, the lame
to the lr iihman on open fea. terms as the l'ubjc&s of  G rea t
Other  in te rd i ts  go to a deter- Britain, be enabled to trade
minate peripd of  time, but here with  all the Britifh poffeflions
is an eternity o f  reftraint, you in the Eaft,  as to Britiih colo-  
are to have no trade at all du- nies, and to all the indepen- 
ring the e x i f te n ce o f  any C o m -  dent ftates without reftridion. 
pany, and no free trade t o .  — T h e  R ig h t  Hon. G e n t le -  
thofe countries after its expi- man is totally and radically 
ration ; this rcfembles rather miftaken, and there cannot be 
a judgm ent o f  G o d  than an a ft ronger argument for the 
aft of  the legiilature, whether introduction o f  the Bill  than 
you meafuxe it by immenfity he has furniflied ; tor it now

o f  appears
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tion, and has nothing human miftaken in his idea o f  th 
about it except its prefump- fundamentals o f  it. He ha

W hat you lofe by this fur- we ltipulate not to trade wit!
lender, what you forfeit by the colonies o f  foreign ftates
g iv in g  up the poilibility o f  N o w  I requeft o f  ger.tlemei 
intercourfe with fo great a pro- to attend to this objection. I 
portion o f  the inhabited G l o b e ,  is modeftly defired on the par 
I  cannot prefume to Jay, but this o f  this country, that G re a1 can lay ,  that G entlem en Britain ihould grant irrevoca! 
have no right to argue from bly to us a right to trade witl] 
prefent want o f  capital againft her colonies and plantations 
future trade, nor to give up and leave it in our difcretion
their capacity to trade becaufe at any time, to trade with fo*
they have not yet brought reign colonies and plantations 
that capacity into action, itill to the prejudice o f  Britain anc 
lefs have they a right to do fo Britiih plantations ; nay more, 
without the ihadow o f  compen~ it is defired that Englanc 

fation , and leaft o f  all on the ihould open her ports to re 
affected compensation w h ich ,  ceive the product o f  the W e i  
trifling with  your underftand- Indies through the medium o 
in g  as well as intereft, fuffers Ireland, and truft to the fcru* 
a veilel to go  to the VVeft, in pulous honour c f  Iriih mer­
its w ay  to the Ea^. I leave chants not to deceive her, bj 
this uncompenfated furrender impoiing the produceof  foreir/r 
—  I leave your ittuation in the colonies upon G reat  Britain ir 
Eaft w hich is blank— I leave her own markets, to the uttei 
your fituation in the Eaft ruin o f  the Britiih plantations, 
which is the furrender o f  trade B u t  can any thing be more 
itfe-lf ; and Í come to your juft, if we are to ihare with 
fituation in the W e l t  which is England her coiony trade, 
a iurrender o f  its freedom, than that we ihould give to hei 
Y o u  are to give a monopoly colonies a monopoly o f  our 
to  the Britiih plantations at market? It has been infinu- 
their ow n taxes ; before, you ated, that we could trade to 
did fo only  in certain articles, more advantage with the colo- 
with  a power o f  feledtion, nies o f  foreign ftates; but 
and then only  as long as you what foreign ftates will allov* 
pleafed to conform to the con- ut to trade with their colonies?, 
dition, and w ithout  any fti- W h o  is to protect us if  fo- 
pulation to exclude foreign reign ftates ihall refufe to do 
produce. Jt may be very pro- us juftice ? or who is to ailert 
per to exclude foreign produce our rights i f  they ihall be vio7

tion. objedted to this fyftem, tha

by lated I
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"by your ow n temporary laws, 
and at your o w n  free will  
and option, but now you are
to covenant to do fo for ever, 
and thereby you put the trade 
out o f  your ow n power fo r  
every and you give to the E n g -  
lifh, W e f t  as well as Eaft ,  
an eternal monopoly for their 
plantation produce in the tax­
ing  and regulating o f  w hich  
you have no fort of  delibera­
tion or interference, and over 
which Great  Britain has a 
compleat fupremacy. Here 
you will confider the advan­
tage you receive from that mo­
nopoly, and jud ge,  how  far 
it may be expedient to fet up 
againft yourfelves that m o n o ­
poly for ever ; there is fcarcely 
an article o f  the Britiih plan­
tations that is not out o f  all 
proportion dearer than the fame 
article is in any other part o f  
the G lo b e ,  nor any one arti­
c le  that is not produced elfe- 
where, for fome o f  which arti­
cles you might eftablifh a 
mart for your manufactures. 
Portugal,  for inftance, capa­
ble o f  being a better market 
for our drapery than G rea t  
Brita in;  this enormity o f  price 
is aggravated by an enormity 
o f  tax, what then is this c o ­
venant ? to take thefe articles 
from the Britiih plantations, 
and from none other, at the 
prefent high rates and taxes, 
and to take them at all times 
to come, fubjeft to whatever 
further rates and taxes the Par­
liament o f  Great  Britain {hall

ena i\.

Mr. G r a t t a n ,  Againft.
lated ? But admit for a m o­
ment, that w e  could trade with 
the colonies o f  foreign ftates, 
in exclufion to the colonies o f  
Brita in,  would not this be an 
act o f  open hoflility, and call 
for retaliation ?

T h e  R ig h t  H onou rableGen-  
tleman is miftaken as to the 
fettlement o f  1 7 7 9 — it was a 
voluntary grant, revocable at 
pleafure ; and one great argu­
ment in favour o f  the prefent 
fettlement is, that by it that 
grant is rendered irrevocable.

1 now come to the great ar­
gument of  thole w ho oppofe 
this fyftem— the argument, i f  
it deferves the name, w7hich 
has been trumpeted forth by 
the enemies o f  Ireland in both 
countries, to inflame her pride, 
and to prejudice her againft 
this fettlement. It is after ted 
again and again, that this trea­
ty is an infult to Ireland — 
that it ftrikes directly at the 
independence o f  her Icgifla- 
ture. T h i s  is the firft initance 
in which Ireland has ever 
treated, and it is a new idea 
to me, that England,  by o- 
pening and carrying on a trea­
ty with her as with an inde­
pendent ftate,infults her pride, 
and ftrikes at her indepen­
dence. But what is defired o f  
her on the part o f  England ? 
So long as you continue to 
trade with us, as you have 
propofed, we defire o f  you,  
by laws o f  your en a& in g,  to 
cheriih, and protect, and en­
courage the (hips and mariners

of

Mr. F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.



ena£h L e t  me afk you,  w h y  
did you refufe Protecting D u ­
ties to your ow n people ? be- 
caufe they looked like a mono- 
poly  ; and wil l  you give to the 
Eaft India Merchant, and the 
W e i l  India planter fomething 
m ore?  a monopoly where the 
monopolift is in fome degree 
the law-giver.  T h e  principle 
o f  equal duty or the fame re- 
JlviCtion is not the ihadovv o f  
fccurity ;  to make 1'uch.a prin­
ciple  applicable, the objects 
muft be equal ,  but here the 
objects are not only diifimilar 
but  oppofite -, the condition 
o f  England is great debt and 
greater  capital, great incum ­
brances, but ftill greater abili­
ties ; the condition o f  Ireland, 
l i t t le  capital but a fmall debt, 
poverty but exemption from 
intolerable taxes. Equal bur­
thens wil l  have oppofite ef­
fects, they will fund the debt 
o f  o n e  country, and deitrov 
the trade o f  the o th e r ;  high 
duties wil l  take away your re- 
fource, 'w h ic h  is exemption 
from them, but wil l  be a turd 
for G r e a t  Britain : thus the 
colony principle in its extent 
is dangerous to a very great 
degree. Suppofe G rea t  Bri­
tain ihould raife her colony 
duties to  a ftill greater degree, 
to  anfwer the ex igen cy  o f  
fooie future war, or to fund 
her prefent debt, you muit 
fo l lo w ,  for by this bill you 
Would have no option in fo­
reign trade ; you muft follow, 
not bccaufe you wanted the

u x

M r. G r à T T O N ,  Againjî.

o f  the empire, as we have 
done. W e  only dé fire of  you,  
by laws o f  your o w n ,  to adopt 
a code o f  laws, the policy o f  
w hich  ftands admitted by all 
the nations o f  Europe—-a code 
o f  laws w hich is the great 
fource o f  the ftrength and 
wealth o f  the empire. So 
long as you continue to trade 
with our colonies, we defire 
that you will régulaie that 
trade, as we do. B u t  if you 
do not chufe to adopt our na­
vigation code— if  you do not 
chufe to protect the ihips and 
mariners o f  the empire by 
your laws, as we protedt them 
by ours— if  you do not chuie 
to regulate your trade with our 
plantations, as we regulate
ours, w h v  then there is an end/
o f  the agreement-— you then 
make your option, not to trade 
with us, and with our planta­
tions, upon the terms which 
are neceflary for the general 
fecuritv o f  the empire.

Here give me leave to recui 
to that principle, clear as the 
fun and wide as the univerfe, 
which I have taken the liberty 
to borrow from an H onour­
able Member —  Freedom ol 
trade, is liberty to trade with 
foreign nations, fub’edt to the 
reftrictions o f  your own le- 
gifiature, and the legidature 
o f  the country with which you 
trade. Here I meet that H o ­
nourable M em ber with his 
ow n principle, clothed in his 
own words : and i f  the prin­
ciple is quefti jned, it is im-

M r . F i t z g i b h o v ,  For.
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tax, but left your exemption 
from taxes ihould give your 
manufactures any comparative 
advantage, iriih taxes are to 
be precautions againft the 
profperity o f  Iriih manufac­
tures ! Y o u  mult follow be- 
caufe vour taxes here would 
be no longer meafured by the 
wants o f  the country or the 
intereit o f  her commerce,  be- 
caufe we ihould have inftituted 
a falfe meafure o f  taxation ; 
the wants and the riches o f  
another country,which  exceeds 
you much in wants, but in­
finitely more in riches. I fear 
w e  ihould have done more, 
w e  ihould have made En^lifti 
jealoufy the barometer o f  Iriih 
taxe§. Suppofe this country 
Ihould in any degree eftabliih 
a direct trade with the Britiih 
plantations, fuppofe the appre- 
henfions o f  the Britiih manu­
facturers in any degree realized, 
they may dictate your duties, 
they may petition the Britiih 
Parliament to raife certain du­
ties, which  ihall not affeCt the 
articles o f  their intercourse, 
but may {top yours ; or, which 
{hall affect the articles o f  their 
intercourfe a little and annihi­
late yours ; thus they may bv 
one and the fame duty raife a 
revenue in England,  and de­
ft roy a rival in Ireland. C a m - 
blets are an inltance o f  the 
former, and every valuable 
plantation import an inltance 
o f  the latter ; your option in 
foreign trade had been a re- 
iirainc on E n g la n d ,  or a re-

four cç
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poflible to form a commercial 
treaty with  any nation on 
earth. But I will (hew you 
the principle recorded again 
and again in your ow n ftarute 
book, from 1779  to 1785—  
feifion after feilion you have 
recorded it. W h a t  was the
principle admitted in 1 7 7 9 __
admitted and proclaimed by 
the whole nation in peals o f  
applaufe and gratitude ? W e  
will import the produce o f  the 
Britifh colonies and planta­
tions upon the terms o f  enact­
ing from time to time, by our 
laws, fpecific taxes impofed by 
G rea t  Britain upon Britiih fub- 
jeCts ; and accordingly, fcflion 
after feilion, this agreement 
has been recited in your m o­
ney bill. T h e  Britiih tax is 
recited, and the Britiih tax is 
enaCted. W h a t  is your op­
tion here ? Have you an op­
tion as to the quantum o f  tax ? 
N o ;  you enaCt the Britiih tax, 
or you give up the trade. I 
defy the ingenuity o f  man to 
diitinguiih the tw o  cafes in 
point o f  constitution. W h a t  
does England delire now ?—  
Y o u  have propofed to trade 
w ith  me in a more extended 
w ay ,  than you have heretofore 
done— 1 agree to ir, provided 
you agree on your part to make 
the fame regulations from time 
to time, to protect and en­
courage the mariners and {hips 
o f  the empire, as 1 do here. 
W h e r e  is the infult here, o r  
where is the attack: upon your 
independence ? I fay again, 

H  whi^e
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fource to Ireland, but under 
this adjuftment you give up 
your foreign trade, and confine 
yourfelf  to that which you 
muft not prefume to regulate. 
T h e  exclufion o f  foreign plan­
tation produce would feem 
fufficient, for every purpofe o f  
power and domination, but to 
aggravate, and it would feem, 
t o infult, the Independent States 
o f  North  America are moft 
ungracioufly brought into this 
arrangement, as i f  Ireland was
a Britiih colony,  or North 
A m erica  continued, a part o f  the 
Brit i ih  dominion ; by the R e-  
folutions almoft all the pro­
duce o f  N orth  A m erica  was 
to be i.-nported to Ireland, fub- 
j e d  to Britiíh duties ; the Bill 
is more moderate, and only 
enumerates certain articles : 
B u t  what right has G re a t  B r i ­
tain to interfere in our fo ­
reign trade, w h a t  right has 
ihe to dictate to us on the 
fubjc& o f North American trade? 
H o w  far this country may be 
further a fected  by c logg in g  
her plantation trade and fur- 
rendering her free trade, I 
ill all not for the prefent flop 
more minutely to inquire, but 
I  muft ftop to proteft againft 
one circumftance in this ar­
rangement, which ihould not 
accompany any arrangement, 
w h ich  Would be fatal to fettle- 
ment itfelf, and tear afunder 
the bands o f  faith and affec­
tion; the c ircumílance I mean, 
is the opening o f  the feule­

ments
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where is the departure from the 
Honourable M e m b e r ’s prin­
ciple, clear as the fu^, and 
wide as the univerfe?— where 
is t h e  departure from the prin­
ciple, fanâified and recorded 
again and again in your own 
ftatute book ? A n  Honourable 
M em b er  has alluded to .the 
Methuen T r e a ty .  W h a t  is 
that treaty ? i t  confifts o f  tw o  
articles o n ly— Portugal agrees 
to receive Engliih  woollens, 
and England agrees, from'time 
to time, to ena&  fpecific taxes 
upon the wines o f  Portugal .  
Is not this the fame principle 
again ? W h y  the Honourable 
M e m b e r  may as well  fay, that 
England is infulted, and that 
England furrendered her inde­
pendence, becaufe ihe agreed 
not to raife more than a ftated 
revenue upon the importation 
o f  Portugal wines ; becaufe 
ihe binds herfelf to give a pre­
ference to the wines o f  Portu­
gal in the Briti ih market,  at 
all times over the wines o f  
France. In ihort ,  i f  the Iriíh 
nation wil l  never condefcend 
to promife a compliance with  
any condition o f  a treaty, the 
Iriih nation muft determine 
never to make any commercial 
treaty, or any treaty whatever.

It has been faid, we cannot 
confide in the prefent M i n i -  
fter ; but i f  we cannot confide 
in him, Í do not k n o w  in what 
part o f  the Britiih dominions 
we can find the man in whom  
we can confide. A s  to the lead­

in g
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ments o f  the colony trade, 
and fice trade o f  1 7 7 9 ’ 
adjuftmcnt take" from you the 
f)ower o f  chufing the article, 
fo  that the whole covenant 
hangs on the fpecial circum- 
ilance, and takes from you 
your option in the produce ot 
foreign plantations, and even 
o f  America. It is a revifion 
in peace o f  the fettlements ot 
w ar  ; it is a revocation in 
peace ot the acquifition of 
war. I here afk by what au­
thority ? B y  what authority 
is Ireland obliged now to e n ­
ter into a general account tor 
pad; acquisitions ? D id  the 
petition o f  the manufacturers 
defire it ? D id  the addreifcs 
o f  the lait feflion delire it ? 
D i d  th e M in if te r  in this feflion 
fuggeft it? N o ;  I call fo r  
authority, whereby w e  can he 
juítified in w aving  the benefit 
o f  paft treaties, and bringing 
the whole relative fituation of 
this country into quefti^ji in 
an arrangement, w h ich  only 
profeffes to lettle her channel 
trade. I conceive the lettle- 
ments o f  the laft w a r  are fa- 
cred ; you may make other 
fettlements with the Britiih 
nation, but you wil l  never 
make any fo beneficial as theie 
are ; they were the reluit o f  
a conj un&ure miraculously 
formed, and fortunately ieiz- 
ed. T h e  A m e r i c a n  war was 
the Iriih h arve f t .  From that 
period, as from the lucky mo­
ment o f  your fate, your com ­
merce) conft itution, and mm

C 51
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men who oppofe him, I 
am fatisfied it is a lirit princi­
ple with them not to make 
any conceffion to this country 
which is to add to her weight 
in the icale o f  the empire.—
In 1 7 7 9 ,  when Lord North 
propofed his Refolutions in 
favour of  Ireland, they would 
not aifcnt, nor would they dif-
fent _ they would referve
themfelves. In  178 5 ,  when 
M r .  Pitt,  with the liberality 
o f  a great and firm mind,  
itood forth to combat the pre­
judices o f  the manufa&urers 
o f  G r e a t  Britain, for the g e ­
neral advantage ot the empire, 
they echoed the clamours and 
the prejudices o f  thefe men, 
and having failed in their pro- 
fp e d  of  damning the mealure 
in England, they inllantly 
changed their ground, and 
applied themfelves to the pride 
and the prejudices o f  this 
country ; and, as 1 have been 
informed, they have fome- 
w hat  prematurely indulged 
their merriment at our e x -  
penee— they have fomewhat 
prematurely indulged their 
merriment at the expence o f  
a few individuals, whom they 
fuppofe to have fwallowed the 
bait. And this country wil l  
be the laugh in g-itock.ot every, 
nation in Europe, if ihe be­
comes the dupe ot fo palpable 
and Ihallow an artifice. Here, 
Sir, I defire to be underilood, 
not to ftate this as a conduit  in 
any degree reprehenlible— la m  
fatisfied theie gentlemen a£t

H  2 UP011
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took form and vigour ; and to 
that period, and to a firft „nd 
falient principle muft they ie-  
c u r  for life and renovation. 
’ T i s  therefore Í confider thofe 
fettlements as facred, and from 
them I am naturally Jed to 
that part o f  the fubjeCt which 
relates to compenfation, the 
payment which we are to make 
for the lofles w h ich  we are to 
fuftain. Certa in ly  compen- 
iation cannot apply to the free 
trade iuppofing it uninváded, 
firft, becaufe that trade was 
your  right ; to pay for the re­
covery o f  what you fhould ne­
ver have loft, had been to a 
great degree unjuft and dero­
gatory  : fecondly, becaufe that 
free trade was eftabliihed in
1 7 7 9 ,  and the fettlement then 
clofed, and cannot be opened 
n o w  ; to do fo were to deftroy 
the faith o f  treaties, to make 
it idle to enter into the prefent 
iettlement, and to render it 
vain to enter into any fettle­
ment with a Britiih Minifter. 
T h e  fame may be faid o f  the 
colony trade ; that too was 
Jettled in 1779  011 terrns then 
fpecified, not now to be open­
ed, c logged,  conditioned, or 
circumfcribed ; ftill lefs does 
compenfation apply to the free 
conftitution o f  /782. His 
M ajefty  then informed you 
from the throne, “  thefe things 
come unaccompanied with any
ftipulation” ------  befides, the
tree conftitution, like the free 
trade, was you/ right. Free­
men w o nt  pay tor the recovery

o f
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upon fyftem, but no man ihall 
perfuade me that they are 
friends o f  Ireland. L et  gentle­
men recollect the language held 
by the leader c f  E n g l i ih  oppo- 
iition, and by a gentleman 
foremoft in his confidence on 
the fame day; one gentleman 
ftated, that Captain Brooke 
was an intereiied witnefs, and 
therefore not to be credited, 
becaufe this was an agree­
ment wholly and exclulively  
beneficial to Ireland. And in 
the next half  hour his friend 
ftated, thai he had written to 
all his friends in Ireland to be 
upon their guard, for that it 
was an agreement ruinous to 
the commerce and the confti­
tution o f  this country— I liften 
to the one and the other with  
perfeCt indifference. 1 do not 
pretend to fay, that a few in­
dividuals in G r e a t  Britain may 
not perhaps feel a temporary 
inconvenience from this fet­
t lement; but I am perfectly 
allured, that it will be highly 
advantageous to the empire.
Í here is no folid advantage 

w hich this country can acquire 
that will  not  ult imately tend 
to the ftrength and wealth o f  
the Brit i ih  empire, and there- 
ôr? ls a nafrow and flimfy 

politician, who will  facrifice 
the ftrength o f  the empire to 
the narrow prejudices o f  inte- 
relted individuals. A  fpirit o f  
monopoly is the firft principleof  
a merchant or a manufacturer. 
W h i l f t  man continues to be a 
creature oi pailion and intereft,

fell'.



o f  right ; payment hnd dero­
gated from the claim o f  riçjht ; 
fo we then itated to Miniftry. 
It was then thought that to 
fcave annexed fubfidy to con 
ftitution had been a barren ex­
periment on public poverty, 
and had marred an illuftrious 
experiment on the feelings o f  
the nation, and had been nei­
ther fatisfadtion to Ireland, 
nor revenue to G re a t  Britain? 
T h i s  bolder policy,  this hap­
py art, which faw how much 
may be got by tax, and how 
much muil be ITr to honour, 
which made a bold puih for 
the heart o f  the nation, and 
leaving her free to acquire, 
took a chance for her difpofi- 
tion to give, had its effeCt ; 
for fince that time until the 
prefent moft unfortunate at­
tempt , a great bulk o f  the 
community were on the 
fide of- Governm ent,  and 
the parliamentary conftitution 
was a ouarantee for public 
peace.

See then what you obtained 
without compenfation —a c o ­
lony trade, a free trade, the 
independency o f  your judges, 
the government o f  your a imv,  
the extenfion o f  the uncon- 
liitutional powers o f  your 
council,  the reiteration o f  the 
judicature o f  your lords, and 
the independency o f  your le- 
giflature !

See now  what you obtain 
by compenfation— a covenant 
not to trade beyond the Cape  
©t G o o d  Hope and the Straits

o f
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felf-intereft will be his firft 
confederation ; and therefore in 
a great national fyftem of com ­
merce, a merchant or a m anu­
facturer is perhaps the la(t man 
from whom you may expert 
information. T h e  great o b ­
ject  of his life is to accumulate 
wealth for h im fc l f ; but in 
what manner national wealth 
is accumulated, his education 
or his purfuits do not enable 
him to iee ; and therefore, 
upon a great national fyftem, 
a merchant ora manufacturer is 
perhaps the laft man to w hom  
1 would apply for information. 
L e t  me remind gentlemen o f  
the evidence delivered at the 
bar ot this Houie in the courfc 
o' the laft feffion. H o w  many 
of your merchants and manu­
facturers informed you, that 
this would never be a nation 
o f  trade, foreign or domeftick, 
until  you impoled prohibitory 
duties on the importation o f  
Briti ih woollens. In a coun­
try whofe imports from E n g ­
land do not exceed one mil­
l ion,and whofe exports to E n g ­
land exceed two millions and 
an half, the merchants and 
manufacturers came forward 
to prefs you to commence a 
war o f  prohibitory duties. 
A n  Hon. Gentleman fays, he 
has no confidence in the lrifii 
Adminiitration, and he aifigns 
one reafon for his want o f  
confidence, that m y R ig h t  
Hon. friend when he was at 
London never appeared in the 
Houfe o f  Commons to clear

■P

5 3  ]
Mr* F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.



[  54 ]
o f  M agellan  ; a covenant not 
to take foreign plantation pro­
duce, but as the Parliament 
o f  G reat  Britain fhall permit ; 
a covenant not to take certain 
produce o f  the United States 
o f  Norrh Am erica,  but as 
G re a t  Britain fhall permit ; a 
covenant not to take B.ritifh 
plantation produce, but as 
G r e a t  Britain ihall prefcribe ; 
a covenant to make fuch acls 
o f  navigation as G r e a t  Britain 
ihall  prefcribe ; a covenant 
never to protect your ow n ma­
nufactures, never to guard the 
primum o f  thofe manu factures! 
— T h e f e  things are accompa­
nied, I do acknowledge,  with 
a covenant on the part o f  
England to difarm your argu­
ment for protecting duties, to 
g ive  the Engli ih  language in 
the a &  o f  navigation the fame 
co n itru d io n  in Ireland, and to 
leave our linen markets with­
out moleftuticn or diminution. 
O n e  ihould think fome god 
prefided over the liberties o f  
this country w h o  made it fru­
gality in the Jrifn nation to 
continue free, but has annexed 
the penalties o f  fine as weli as 
infamy to the furrender o f  the 
conititution ! From this con- 
fideration o f  commerce, a 
queftion much more high, 
m uch more deep, th* invalu­
able queftion o f  conftitution 
ariles, in which the idea o f  
protecting duties, the idea o f  
reciprocal duties, countervail­
ing duties, and all that detail 
vaniihj and the energies o f

every

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Againjh
up a doubt whether he had 
ufed the word mart, or the 
word* emporium when he fir it 
ftated his eleven Propofnions 
to this Houfe. T h e r e  is ano­
ther reafon, and I will fay it is 
the true reafon, w h y  that gen­
tleman has no confidence in 
the Iriih Adminiftration— he 
has no connexion with  them; 
—but being clofely connected 

with them, it ihall always be 
mv pride, as a gentleman o f  
this country,  to acknowledge 
my obligations to the D u k e  o f  
Rutland, and to my R ig h t  
Hon. Friend. T h i s  country 
owes more to them than to 
any men w h o  have ever filled 
their dations. In the courfe 
o f  this very interelting bufi- 
nefs, they have difplayed the 
moil: unwearied aiïiduity, and 
unihaken firmnefs and inte- 
grity.

Before I fit down I muft re­
mind the Houfe, that my R ig h t  
Hon. Friend ( M r .  C o n n o l ly )  
has, by authority from a noble 
D u k e ,  difavowed the declara­
tion which was imputed to 
him, becaufe it refcues a noble­
man for whom I entertain a 
very affeCtionare refpeót, from 
fome imputations which I have 
heard thrown upon him, ana 
which from my knowledge o f  
his ftriCt honour and integrity, 
1 have always aflerted to be 
falfe and groundless. W e  all 
recolleCt when a motion was 
made in this Houfe, with re- 
fpeCt to the E ai l  Indies, that 
my predeceifor in office de­

clared,
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every  heart ,  and the prudence 
o f  every  head, are called upon 
to ihirld this nation, that lo n g  
depreifed, and at length by 
dom eftic  virtue and foreign 
m is fo rtu n e  emancipated, has 
n o w  to defend her n e w l v - a c -

j

quired rights,  and her j u i t l y -  
acquired reputat ion;  the  qu ei-  
t ion is no lefs than th a t ,  w h ic h  
three  years ago agitated ,  fired 
and exalted the Iriih  nation —  
the  independency o f  the Iri ih 
Parl iament ! B y  this Bil l  w e  
are to cov en ant  that the P a r ­
l ia m en t  o f  Ireland {hall fub- 
fcribe whatever laws the Par­
l ia m e n t  o f  E n g l a n d  ihal l  pre- 
fcribe, r e fp e & in g  y o u r  trade 
w i t h  the Brit i ih  plantations,  
y o u r  trade in the  produce o f  
foreign plantations,  and part 
o f  y o u r  trade from the U nited  
States  o f  N o r t h  A m e rica .  
T h e r e  is alfo a fw e e p in g  c o ­
v e n a n t  or con d it ion ,  w h e re b y  
w e  are to  agree to fubferibe 
w h a te v e r  la w s  the  P áí l iam en t  
o f  E n g la n d  ihal l  prefcribe re- 
f p e f t in g  navigat ion ; the :id- 
ju i tm e n t  f u b j e d s  alio your  re- 
verfionary trade to the Eaft to 
the fame te rm s— over all  thefe 
o b j e t s  y o u  are to  h ave  no 
propounding,  no deliberative,  
n o  n egat ive ,  n o  legiflative 
p o w e r  whatsoever.  Here  then 
is an end o f  y c u r  £ree  I rade 
and y o u r  F r e e  C o n f t i t u t io n  ! 
I  acq u it  the people  o f  E n g ­
land ; an i l l -grou nded jea loufy  
for their  trade feems ag g ra ­
vated by  a w el l- fo u n d e d  alarm 
fç>r y o u r  liberty ; u n w i l l i n g  to

relinquiih,

M r . G r a t t a n ,  Again f t .

clared, that it was improper to 
fritter a w a y  piece-meal a great 
fy i lem  o f  trade, w h ich  A d m i-  
niftration meant to bring for­
ward. An/i I k n o w  L o r d  
N o r t h i n g t o n ’ s honour,  inte­
g r i ty ,  and firmnefs to be fuch, 
that he never would have luf- 
fered fuch a declaration o f  a 
gentleman in his confidence to 
have remained u n c o n tr a d iâ e d ,  
i f  the Brit i ih  C a b in e t  had de­
termined not in any fort to 
concede any extertfion o f  c o m ­
merce to this c o u n t r y ,  and 
therefore I am happy,  for the 
fake o f  a nobleman vvhofe 
principles I admire, and w hofe  
w orth  and honour will  ever 
remain uhful l ied ,  that m y  
R i g h t  H on. friend has p u b lic­
ly  di lavowed the declaration 
imputed to the noble  D u k e .

F o r  m y part,  1 never have 
hid rnylelf  from any public 
queftion,  nor ever w i l l .  T h e  
man w h o  in or out  o f  office 
can itoop to hide h im fe l f  
from any public  queftiun is, 
in m y op in io n ,  a moft defpi- 
cab ly  corrupt  man ; the man 
w h o ,  in or o ut  o f  office* can 
fk u lk  from his duty in this 
aiVemblv, 1 confider  to be 
g u i l t y  o f  the m o il  pitiful and 
nafty  fubterfuge that can dil- 
grace  a m a n ,  and therefore I 
never w il l  ikulk. from any 
meafure ; i f  I approve it I w il l  
fupport it l ike  a m an ,  i f  not,  I 
wil l  oppofe it l ike a man. A n d  1 repeat before this Houle ,  I 
repeat it in the face o f  the 
nation., that the 1 >i ’« 1 moved

M r. F i t z g i b b s n , For.
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relinquiihi but when relin- 
quiihed, too magnanimous and 
too wife to relume abdicated 
tyranny ; they feel in thefe 
Propofitions an honourable fol- 
licitude for the freedom o f  Ire­
land and the good faith o f  
Great  Britain, and fee the dar­
ling principles and paiTions o f  
both countries wounded in an 
arrangement w hich was to 
compofe them f o r e v e r :  to a 
propofal therefore fo little war­
ranted by the great body o f  
the people o f  England, fo little 
expected by the people o f  Ire­
land, fo little fuggeited by the 
M in iiter ,  and fo involving to 
whatever is dear to your inte- 
reft, honour, and freedom, I 
anfwer ,  no. I plead paît fet- 
dements, 1 infill on the faith 
o f  nations \ the objections 
ihould have been made when 
thefe fettlements were making ; 
but n o w  the logic o f  empire 
comes too late ; no accom m o­
dation, no deprecation on this 
fubjeét: aflertion, national af- 
fertion, national re-ejfertim ! 
i f  three years after the reco­
very o f  your freedom you bind 
— your children, corrupted by 
your example, w ill Jnrrender\ 
— but i f  you itand firm and 
inexorable, you make a fea- 
fonable impreifion on the peo­
ple o f  E ngland,  you give a 
wholefome example to your 
children, you afford an awful 
inftruCtion to his M a je i ly 's  
Minifters,  and make (as the 
O l d  Engl i ih  did in the cafe 
o f  their Charter)  the attempt

on
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for this night is highly advan­
tageous to its commerce,  and 
in no fort incompatible with 
its free conflitution. G e n t l e ­
men may triumph in their op- 
pofition to this Bi l l ,  but I w il j  
defend it line by line, and word 
by word \ I will meet their 
whole array upon it— I fear 
them not ; I wil l  defend it on 
the principle o f  the Britifh 
Conffitution ; and as to the 
clamour which has been railed 
againft this meafure, it is as 
unfounded and as little to be 
regarded as any that ever dif- 
turbed the deliberations o f  a 
wife aflembly. Y o u r  o w n  re­
cords declare, that you have 
not thought the principle o f  
the Bill unconftitutional.  in 
every feflion fince 17 7 9 ,  in 
which  year you obtained the 
C o lo n y  trade, you recite the 
condition on which you pof- 
fefs i t ;  you recite the Brit i ih  
tax, and you enaCt that tax. 
W h a t  then is the difference 
here? Y o u  are permitted to 
trade to every poileflion G r e a t  
Britain has, provided you a- 
dopt the laws by which  ihe 
regulates her trade ; provided 
you trade as Brit i ih  fubjecis 
trade. Every advantage which 
Britiih fubjeCts enjoy is o f ­
fered to your acceptance. I 
call upon any man living to 
tell me— where is there an 
iota o f  diffeience ? T h e r e ­
fore let no man talk to m t  o f  
hiding my head ; 1 fupport
the Bil l  as h;ghly  advanta­
geous to this country ; and

G entlem en,
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on Iriih l iberty  its co n f irm a­
tion and eftab l i fhm ent !

H o w e v e r ,  left certain glofics 
ihould  feem to g o  u n an fw e red ,  
I ih a l l ,  for the fake o f  a r g u ­
m e n t ,  w ave  paft fe u le m e n ts ,  
and com bat  the  rcafoning  o f  
t h e  E n g l i ih  R e f o l u t io n s ,  the 
A d d  refs, his M a j e f t y ’s a n fw er ,  
and  the rea fo n in g  o f  this dav. 
I t  is here faid, that  the  laws 
r e f p e & i n g  co m m e rce  and n a ­
v ig a t io n  ihould be f im ilar ,  and 
inferred , that  Ireland ihould 
fu bfcr ibe  the laws o f  E n g la n d  
on thofe fubje& s : that is the 
fame l a w ,  the fame legif lature;  
but  this a rg u m e n t  goes a great  
deal too far— it goes to  the ar­
m y ,  for the m u t in y  bil l  ihou ld  
be the  fame ; it w as  endea­
v o u r e d  to  be extended  to the 
c o l l e c t io n  o f  y o u r  revenue, 
and is in train to be extended 
to  y o u r  taxes ; it goes to  the 
e x t in ct io n  o f  the m oft  in v a lu ­
able part o f  y o u r  p ar l ia m en ­
tary  capacity  ; it is an union,  
an inc ip ient  and a c r e e p in g  
union  ; a virtual  u n io n ,  eita- 
b l i ih in g  o n e  w i l l  in the g e ­
neral  concerns o f  co m m e rce  
and n a v ig at io n ,  and repofing 
that w i l l  in the Parl iament o f  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n ;  an union where 
our P a r l iam en t  preferves its 
e x i f te n ce  after  it has loft its 
autho r ity ,  and o ur  people are 
to pay for a parliamentary efta- 
bli 'ihment, w ith o u t  a n y  pro­
portion o f  parliamentary  re- 
prefentation.  In o p p o f in ç  the 
R i g h t  H o n .  G e n t l e m a n ’s B i l l ,
I  confider m y f e l f  as oppofin^

a n
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G e n t l e m e n ,  w h o  are fo e x ­
tre m e ly  anxious to prevent us 
from g o in g  into the merits o f  
it, m ay  perhaps be fufpected 
b y  illiberal men not to wiili  
that the  merits ihould  appear 
to the public.

B u t  the Honourable  G e n ­
tleman fays, it is neceliary to 
anfwer  the Refolutions o f  E n g ­
land by the R e fo lu t io n  w h ic h  
he has read. H e  fays,  he does 
not think file has attacked 
our legiflative independence,  
and yet  he fays he does th in k  
an anfwer  n e c e f l a r y ; and w h a t  
is that an fw er  ?— w h y ,  that  
w e  w i l l  preferve our in d e pen ­
dence.

L e t  me tell G e n t le m e n ,  
that it is not very prudent,  
upon every o cc a f io n ,  to com e 
forward in terms o f  in d ig n a ­
tion againft the fifter k i n g ­
d o m ,  becaufe w e  cannot exift 
one m o m e n t  w ith o u t  her pro­
tection. L e t  me tell  them, that 
it w il l  n ot  be perfectly pru­
dent to  ro u z e  G r e a t  Britain.  
She is not eafiiy r o u z e d ,— . 
but i f  rou zed,  ílie is not very 
eafily  appealed ; and in this,  
perhaps, lies the difference b e ­
t w e e n  the t w o  nations — Ire­
land is eafiiy rouzed, but then 
ihe is eatily appealed ; E n g ­
land is not eafiiy ro u zed ,  nor 
eafiiy appeafed.— I f  you r o u z ç  
the Brir i ih  L i o n ,  you  m ay  not  
eafiiy lull  him to reft.

G e n t l e m e n  fay you m a y  g o  
on in the w a y  you are ; you 
have already a Free  T rade, 
and that is all y o u  w an t .  Y o u

I  have
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an union in limine, and that 
argument for union which 
makes fimilarity o f  law and- 
com m unity  of  intereft (reafofi 
ftrong for the freedom of Ire­
land !) a preteiice for a c o n ­
dition w hich would be dif- 
iimilarity o f  law, tjecâufe e x ­
t in ct io n  o f  Conft itution,  and 
therefore hoilüitÿ,  not c o m ­
munity o f  intereft ; 1 aft on 
what experience is this a rg u­
ment founded ? —  Have you 
ever fince your redemption re- 
fufed to preferVe a iimüarity 
o f  la w  in T r a d e  and N a v i­
gation? Have you not fal­
lowed G rea t  Britain in all her 
changes o f  the ACt o f  N a v i ­
gation,  during the whole o f  
that unpalatable buiinefs, the 
Am erican  W a r ?  Have you 
not  excluded the cheap pro­
duce o f  other Plantations, in 
order that Iriih poverty might 
give a monopoly to the dear 
produce o f  Britifh C olonies?  
H ave  you not made a better 
ufe o f  your liberty than G r e a t  
Britain did o f  her power ? But 
I  have an objection to this ar­
gu m en t,  ft ronger even than its 
w an t  o f  foundation, in rea on 
and experiment ; I hold it to 
be nothing lefs than an into- 
lerance Of the Parliamentary 
Conft itution o f  Ireland, a de­
claration that the full and 
free external legiflation o f  the 
Iriih Parliament is incompa­
tible with the Britiih Empire. 
I do acknowledge that by your 
external power,  you might dif- 
compofe the harmony o f  empire

M r. G r a t t a k ,  Againft.
have indeed a right to trade, 
but without the aiiîftance and 
protection o f  G rea t  Britain 
you have not the means of 
trading w ith  any nation on 
earth. T h e r e  is not a fingle 
article in which you can trade 
without the ailiftance o f  E n g ­
land ; and I defire by that 
Bill to enfure .her  protection 
and affiftance, and when the 
people o f  this country are re- 
ftored to theii fober fenfcs,they 
wiil  fee it. T he B il l  for ever 
guarantees your L inen  T r a d e ,  
to promote w hich  England 
taxes her ow n confumption 
450,000!.  yearly. T h e  c o n ­
fumption o f  England is dated 
to be forty-eight million o f  
y a rd s ;  o f  this ihe at preftnt 
takes tw en ty  millions from 
Ireland, the remaining twenty 
million from Kuflia and G e r ­
many ; on the Ruffian and 
G e r m a n  Linens ihe lays a 
heavy duty,  and is content  to 
pay an advanced price for the 
Iriih ; yet ftill the Ruffian and 
G erm a n  manufactures can in 
fome degree meet Ireland in 
the E n g l i ih  market ; i f  the 
duty was taken off, they would 
beat her out o f  it altogether, 
and therefore I fay fhe is a 
befotted nation if ihe feeks to 
quarrel with England.

1 am m uch obliged to the 
G entlem en who in pure kind- 
nefs wiih to give me an op­
portunity for reflection, and 
I hope G en tlem en  who have 
been fo very forward and fo 
very hot upon this occafion,

will

M r. F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.
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and I add, that by your  power 
over the Purfe, you  might dif- 
folve the State,but  to the latter 
y o u  o w e  your e x i g e n c e  in the 
C o n f t i t u t io n ,  and to the for* 
m e r ,  your authority  and ftation 
in  the E m p ir e ;  this a rg u m e n t ,  
' therefore, refis the c o n n e x i o n  
upon a new and a fa !fe  principle
—  goes d ir e & ly  ag a in i t  the 
root o f  P a r l i a m e n t — and is 
n ot  a diff iculty  to be a c c o m ­
m od ated ,  b u t  an error to be 
eradicated ; and i f  an y  b ody o f  
m e n  ca n  ftill th in k  that the 
Iri ih C o n ft i tu t io n  is in c o m ­
patib le  w ith  the B r i t i ih E m p ir e ,  
a  a o & r i n e  w h i c h  I abjure as 
fedition a g a in i l  the C o n f t i t u -  
t io n — b u t  i f  any body o f  men 
a re  juftified in t h i n k in g  that 
the Ir i ih  Ç o n ft i t u t io n  is in ­
c o m p a t ib le  w ith  the B r it i ih  
E m p i r e , — perifh the E m p ir e !  
Jive the C o n f t i t u t i o n  ! R e ­
duced by  this falfe d ilem m a to 
ta ke  a part,  m y  fécond w i ih  
is the B r i t i ih  E m p ir e ,  m y  firft 
w i i h  and bounden d u ty  is the 
l iberty  o f  Ireland— but w e  are 
told this imperial p o w e r  is not 
o n ly  neceilary for E n g la n d  but 
fafe for Ireland. W h a t  is the 
prefent queftion ? w h a t  but  
the abufe  o f  this very pow er  
o f  reg ulat in g  the trade o f  Ire^ 
land by the Br it i ih  Parl iam ent 
e x c l u d in g  y o u ,  and in c lu d in g  
h e r fe l f  by  v irtu e  o f  the fame 
w o rd s  o f  the  fame A &  o f  
N a v i g a t i o n ?  A n d  w h a t  w as  
the prom ovent  ca u fe  o f  this 
a rra n g em en t?  w h a t  b u t  the 
pow er y o u  are g o i n g  to  fur-

xender,

w il l  r e f l e t  alfo on the beft 
m anner  in w h ic h  I can ih e w  
m y  fenle o f  the obl igation  
conferred upon me will  be, to  
repeat and re-afiert the words 
at w hiyh  they have taken fo 
m uch offence. I fay i f  Ire­
land feeks to, quarrel  w i t h  
E n g la n d  /lie is a befotted na­
tion. 1 fay ihe has not the 
means o f  trading w ith  any n a ­
tion upon eartn, w ith o u t  the 
afliftanoe arçd protç6ïion o f  
G r e a t  Br ita in ,  and I w i i h  
every  man and eve ry  child 
th ro u g h o u t  Ireland to hear 
me w hen I ftate it. I fay that  
Ireland can n ot  exift  one houc 
w i th o u t  the fupport o f  G r e a t  
Britain : and therefore ao-ain* • O
I lay ihe  is a befotted nation 
i f  ihe feeks to  quarrel  w i t h  
her ; and I fay further, w h e n  
the people recover their fenfes, 
and a w a k e n  from the  de lu -  
fion and the p h r e n z y  into 
w h i c h  they, have been mif led, 
i f  the benefits o.f that B i l l  are 
then w i th in  their rcach th ey  
will  grafp at t h e m ;  b u t  I  very  
m u c h  fear they m ay  not a lw a y s  
be within their  re a ch ;  i f  th e y  
are, they w il l  be g lad  to  a c ­
cept o f  that very fe u l e m e n t  
w h i c h  they are n o w  advifed to  
re je ft  w ith  fullen indignation 
and w ith  infult.

A  R i g h t  H o n .  F r ie n d  o f  
i ÿ n e (  M r . C o n n o l l y  ) , w h e n  his 
firil fym ptom s o f  oppofition to  
this meafure appeared, o n ly  
de fired t ime to the n e x t  feifion, 
that the people m ig h t  under-  
ftand it. H o w e v e r ,  w h e n  the

I 2 Bi l l
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render, the diftinct and inde­
pendant external authority o f  
the Iriih Parliament, com pe­
tent to queftion that mifcon- 
ftruction ? W h a t  is the re­
medy now propofed ? the evil, 
— go  back to the Parliament 
o f  England— I afk again, what 
were the difficulties in the 
w ay  o f  your Eleven P r o p o r ­
tions? what but the jealoufy 
o f  the f>ritiih Manufacturers 
On the fubject o f  trade ? And 
wil l  you make them your P ar­
liament, and that too for ever, 
and that too on the fubject o f  
their jealoufy,  and in the m o ­
ment they difplayed it— fafe !
1 will  fuppofe that jealoufy 
realized,  that you rival them 
in fonie market abroad, and 
that they petition their Parlia­
ment to impofe a Re gu lat ion  
w hich  (hall affect a tonnage 
w h ich  vcu  have and G r e a t  
Britain has n o t ;  h o w  would 
you then feel your fituation, 
w he n  you ihould be obliged to 
regifter all this ? And h o w  
would you feel your degrada­
tion, when you ihould fee your 
o w n  Manufacturers pafs you 
b y  as a cypher in the C o n -  
fl itution, and deprecate their 
ruin at the bar o f  a Foreign 
Parl iament— fafe ! W h e n c e
the American war ? W h e n c e  
the Iriih reftrictions? Wrhence 
the mifconftruction o f  the A d  
o f  Navigation? W h e n c e  but 
from the evil o f  fuffering one 
country to reguhte  the T r a d e  
and Navigation  o f  another, 
and o f  inltituting, under the

idea

A T T  A N ,  Jlgainjt.

B il l  was offered to the Houfe 
he would have prevented the 
introduction o f  it. H o w  this 
was to enlighten the people, 
or to enable them to under- 
Hand the fubject,  I do not 
perfectly comprehend. A g a in ,  
the R ight  Hon.  G e n t l e m a n  
declared that he did not un- 
derftand commerce, nor was 
he ever a {tickler for co n ft i tu ­
tion, and then proceeded to 
pronounce fentence o f  c o n ­
demnation wholefale upon the 
B i l l ,  which he had never read, 
and w hich  if  he had read, he 
declared he ihould not under­
hand. Another Hon. G e n t l e ­
man w ho oppofes this meafure 
with equal violence, has let it 
out fomewhat indifcreetly in 
m y mind, that this is a queftion 
in which a certain fet o f  G e n ­
tlemen in England are deeply 
interefted ; and he has in m y  
mind fomewhat indifcreetly 
reproached an Hon. M em b er  
w h o  fits above me ( M r .  G .  
Ponfonby) with having upon 
this occafion deferted the caufe 
o f  his E n gl i ih  connections * .  
H o w  this reproach confifts 
with the repeated declarations 
which have been made from 
that fide o f  the Houfe, that 
this was a queftion perfectly 
detached from all Engl i ih  
party, 1 leave to the ju d g m e n t  
o f  the nation. B u t  I cannot 
but fay, that in my mind the 
charge which has been made

*  Such an aJiufion had been m ade 
from  the oppofue lidc o f  the H oufe .

upon
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idea o f  general  prote&orcfs ,  
a proud dom ination,  which fa- 
crifices the intereíí  o f  the 
w h o le  to the ambition o f  a 
part,  and arms the l i t t lepafl ions 
o f  the M o n o p o li i t  w ith  the fo- 
v e r e ig n  poten cy  o f  an imperial 
P a r l iam en t  ; for g re at  narions 
w h e n  curfed w i t h  unnatural  
f w a y  fo l low  b u t  their  nature 
w h e n  t h e y i n v . d e ;  and hum an 
w ifd o m  has not better  provided 
for  h u m a n  fafety  than bv  li- • • « « * 
m it in g  the principles o f  h u ­
m an  pow er.  T h e  furrender o f  
L egis la tu re  has been l ikened 
to cafes that n o t  in frequently  
ta k e  place betw een t w o  equal  
nations c o v e n a n t in g  to fuf- 
pend ' in particular  cafes their 
r c f p e & i v e  legiilative powers 
fo r  m u tu a l  benefit ; thus 
G r e a t  B r ita in  and Portugal  
agree  to  fufpend their legif-  
la t ive  p o w e r  in favour o f  the 
W i n e  o f  the o n e  and the 
W o o l l e n  o f  the other,  but i f  
P o r tu g a l  had g o n e  farther, 
and agreed to  fubfcribe the 
la w s  o f  E n g l a n d ,  this c o v e ­
nant had not been treaty  but 
c o n q u e l l  ; to G r e a t  B r ita in  
and Ireland may co v e n a n t  n ot  
to  raife h igh  duties o n  each 
other ’ s m an ufactu res ,  but  i f  
Ireland goes  farther,  and c o ­
venants  to  fubfcribe B r it i ih  
l a w ,  this is not a mutual fuf- 
penfion o f  the exerci fe  o f  le- 
giflative p o w e r ,  b u t  a transfer 
o f  the pow er it fe l f  from one 
co u n tr y  to another,  to be exer- 
cifed by  another hand ; fuch 
c o v e n a n t  is n o t  reciprocity  o f

trade,

A ir. G r a t t a n ,  Againjl.

upon that  G e n t l e m a n  refle&t 
very high honour upon him ; 
becaufe ,  in m y  m ind,  a n y  
man w h o  is actuated upon 
this occaf ion  by motives o f  
E n g l i i h  or o f  Iriih party, is a 
dangerous and decided en e m y  
to this country.

B u t  it is eurious to hear 
the charges w h ich  have been 
b rought againft M i n i f t r y  ; they  
are accufed o f  having origi­
nated this meafure, and urged 
it forward w ith  their w h o le  
force.  B u t  w h a t  intereft could  
A d m in i f t r . t i o n  l u v e  had in 
obtru d in g  it on this co u n try  ; 
it w as  called for by the una­
nim ous addrefs o f  this H o u fe ,  
and w h e n  it was introduced, 
there w ere  but three m en  
found w h o  could oppofe i t ;  
and n o w  I ch a l len ge  any m an  
to fhew me a finale i n i la n c e in  
w h i c h  the Bil l  now upon your 
table departs from the pr in ­
ciple  and fpirit o f  the E le v e n  
R e fo lu t io n s  o f  this k i n g d o m .
It Í3 objected that th ey  have 
been multiplied into t w e n t y ,  
but  let any man look at them* 
and he w il l  find that m a n y  
c f  the addit ional  R e lo lut io n s  
a :e  mere matters o f  detail,  
mere matters o f  com m ercia l  
re g u la t io n ,  intended chiefly to  
guard a g a in i l  the frauds o f  
fm u g g le rs  ; he wil l  find that  
the Refolut ions are m ore c o n ­
demned for their numbers than  
their demerit.  I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  
G e n t l e m e n  are determined to 
rejeCt this meafure w i t h o u t  
exam ination  or en quiry ,  in m y

mini.
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trade, it is a furrender o f  the 
government o f  your trade, in­
equality o f  trade and inequa­
lity o f  conflitution. 1 fpeak 
however as if  fuch transfer 
could take place, but in fact 
it could not, any arrangement 
fo covenanting is a mere n u l­
l ity,  it could not bind you, 
ftill lefs could it bind your 
fucceflors, for man is not 
omnipotent over himfelf,  nei­
ther are Parliaments omnipo­
tent over themfelves to ac- 
complifh their o w n  deftruc- 
tion, and propagate death to 
their fucceilbrs ; there is in 
thefe cafes a fuperior relation- 
fhip to our refpeftive Creators
—  G o d  —  the C o m m u n ity ,  
w hich  in the inftance v f  the 
individual, arrefts the hand o f  
iuicide, and in that o f  the po­
litical body, flops the a &  o f  
furrender; and makes man the 
means o f  propagation, and 
Parliament the organ to c o n ­
tinue Liberty, not the engine 
to deftroy it. H o w eve r ,th o u gh  
the furrender is void, there are 
tw o  ways o f  attempting it, one 
b y  a fjrrender in form, the 
ether b y  a lurrender in fub- 
ftance ; appointing another 
Parl iament your fubftitute, 
and confenting to be irs re- 
gifter or f t a m p ,  by virtue o f  
w h ich  to introduce the law 
and edict o f  another land ; to 
cloath with the forms o f  your 
la w ,  foreign deliberations, and 
to prefide over the difgraceful 
ceremony o f  your ow n abdi­
cated authority ; both methods

are

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Againji.

mind it will not be an aft  o f  
wifdom to rejeéi it with indig­
nation, and it will  be ftill more 
unwife to r e j e â  it with in- 
fult ; for i f  a fair and honour­
able and advantageous offer o f  
England is treated with  in­
dignation, we ihall not proba­
bly have an opportunity o f  re­
peating the in fult;  we ihall  not 
probably have a fécond offer 
o f  the E n gl i fh  market, and a 
partnerihip in the E n g l i fh  c a ­
pital. W e  (hall not probably 
be courted to an adjuftment o f  
commercial  intercourfe be­
tween the tw o  countries, and 
he is a bitter en em y to both 
countries who wiíhes to throw  
any impediment in the w a y  
o f  fuch an adjuftment. It is 
efTentia! to the interefts o f  
G r e a t  Britain ; it is eifential 
to the exiftence o f  Ireland.

A  G en tlem an  w h o  declared 
h im felf  to be in a ftate o f  c o n -  
ftitutional infanity, whether 
political or natural I cannot 
tell,  advifes us not to be too 
forward in celebrating the fu- 
neral o f  the prefent C h i e f  G o ­
vernor, left we ihould not be 
permitted to walk in the c o ­
ronation proceflion o f  his fuc- 
ceifor.

Sir,  I am not the flave o f  
party, nor rhe infiniment o f  
faélion ; for much as I defpife 
popular clamour, or popular 
applaufe, I defpife party ftill 
more ; — and 1 wil l  tell that 
Hon.  G e n t le m a n ,  that I co n -  
fider myfelf  to be perfectly be­
yond the reach o f  Minifterial

dif-

M r. F i t z g í b é o n ,  For.
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arc equally furrenders and both 
are w holly  void. I fpeak on 
principle, the principle on 
w h ich  you ft and— your creation. 
W e ,  the limited trufteesof  de­
legated power, born for a par­
ticular purpofe, limited to a 
particular time, and bearing 
an inviolable relationihip to 
the people w ho fent us to Par­
liament, cannot break that re­
lationihip,  countera& that pur- 
pofe, furrender, diminiih,  or 
derogate from thole privileges 
w e  breathe but to preferve. 
C o u ld  the Parl iament o f  E n g ­
land covenant to fubfcribe 
your laws? Could  (he cove­
nant that Y o u n g  Ireland 
ihould command and O ld  E n ­
gland ihould obey? I f  fuch a 
propofal to England were 
m ockery  ; to Ireland it cannot 
be conftitution. I retl on au­
thority as well  as principle, 
the authority on which the re­
volution refts ; M r .  L o ck e ,  
w h o  in his chapter on the 
abolition o f  G o v e rn m e n t ,  fays 
that the transfer o f  legiflative 
power is the abolition o f  the 
f t i te ,  not a transfer. T h u s  1 
may congratulate this Houle 
and myfelf,  that i; is one o f  
the bleffings of the Britiih 
Conftitution,  that it cannot 
periih o f  a rapid mortality nor 
die in a day, like the men who 
fhould protect her ; any act 
that would deftroy the liberty 
o f  the people is dead-born 
from the womb ; men may 
put down the public caufe for 
a feafon, but another year

w ould

M r* G r a t t a n ,  Againjl.

dilpleafure ; but i f  the G e n -  
tie man fuppofes M r .  Pitt ’ s 
Adminiftratu-n will be ihaken 
by an intemperate rejection on 
the part o f  Ireland —  if his op- 
polition to it is founded in the 
hope that he will  ihortly be
called upon to ailift at the c o ­
ronation of  the D u k e  o f  R u t ­
land’s fuccefior, he wiU find 
that he is miferably miftaken. 
In my mind, we have taken 
a mill ftone from M r .  Pitt ’ s 
neck,  and hung it about our
ow n.  ^  S * •.

M r, F i t z g i b b o n ,  For.

A ir . M a s o n ,  For,

He was not furprized that 
the R ig h t  H on ou rab le G en tle-  
man ihould be exceedingly  
jealous o f  any meafure that 
appeared to him to infringe, 
even in the flighted degree, 
that conftitutional indepen­
dence w hich he himfelf had 
reftortd to his C oun try  ; but 
that jealoufy was a paflion 
w hich applies itfelf more pow­
erfully to the imagination,than 
it does to the underftanding 
o f  the perlons pofl'eiTed with 
it, and is apt, as Shakcfpeare 
tells us, to make the food it 
feeds on. T h i s ,  faid he, was 
precifelv the cale o f  the R ig h t  
Hon. Gentleman on that oc-  
cafion, as he would venture to 
a l ien,  that this attack on the 
Conft itution o f  Ireland, which 
the R ig h t  Hon. Gentlem an 
had repelled with  fo much 
ability and zeal ,  had no real

exiftence,
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would fee O l d  Conft itution 
advance the honours o f  his 
head, and ihe good inft:tution 
o f  Parliament ihaking o f f  the 
tomb to reafcend in all its 
pomp and pride, and plenitude 
2nd privilege !

Sir,  I have ftated thefe Pro- 
pofitions and the Bil l  as a 
mere transfer o f  external le- 
giflative authority to the Par­
liament o f  G rea t  Britain, but 
I  have underrated their mif- 
chief,  they go to taxation, 
taxes on the trade with the 
Brit i ih  plantations, taxes on 
the produce o f  foreign plan­
tations, taxes on fome o f  the 
p r o d u c e 'o f  the United States 
o f  North  A m e r ic a ;  they go 
to port duties, fuch as G re a t  
Britain laid on A m erica  * the 
mode is varied, but the prin­
ciple is the fame —  H e r e G i e a t  
Britain takes the itamp o f  the 
Iriih Pa r l iam en t ,G i  eat Britain 
is to preicribe, and Ireland is 
to  obey ! W e  anticipate the 
rape by previous iurrender, 
and throw into the fcale our 
honour,  as well as our liberty. 
D o  not imagine that all thefe 
Refolutions are mere a<5ts o f  
regulation ; they are folid fub- 
ftantial revenue, great part o f  
your additionál duty. I al low 
the Bill  excepts rum and to­
bacco : but the principle is re­
tained, and the operation o f  
it only kept back. ] have fitted 
that G r e a t  Britain may bv 
thefe Proportions cruih  your 
commerce,  but ihall be told 
that the commercial jea lo u iy

c f

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Againji.

exiftence, but was merely the 
creature o f  his ow n imagina­
tion.

He faid, he fhotfld not be 
furprized, i f  the commercial 
regulations o f  the Bil l  then 
moved for ihould occalion a 
great diverfity o f  opinion, or 
that fome of them, when co n -  
fidered i ingly ,  and not as com - 
poiinçr part o f  a fyftem, ihould 
appear exceptionable;  for if,  
in a treaty of th:t nature, 
every article was in favour o f  
one o f  the parties, there would 
be an end of that equality 
which muft necefiarily be the 
bafis o f  any permanent agree­
ment between the two nations;

but that the objections that 
had been urged againft thofe 
regulations on conftitutional 
grounds appeared to him en­
tirely void o t foundation;  to 
be fraught with abfurdity and 
mifcb:ef,  and calculated to 
aniwer the worft o f  purpofes ; 
to fpread a fajfe alarm through 
all paits o f  the k ingdom, to 
irritate the public w ithout ju f t  
caufe againit the Britiih Par­
liament, and to perfuade the 
people, that the conftitutional 
independence o f  their country 
was in dagger at the very m o ­
ment that it was moft fecure ; 
— at the very moment that ail 
the branches of the legislature 
in both kingdoms were vying  
with each other, which o f  
them ihould affert the inde­
pendence o f  Ireland in the 
ftrongeft terms ;— at the very 
time when the M inifter  o f

Ireland

M r. Mason, For.



o f  G re a t  Briiain is at an end. 
B u :  are her wants at an end? 
are her wiihes for iriih fubfidy 
at an end ? No— and may be 
gratified by laying colony du­
ties o n  herfclf, and fo raifing 
on Ireland .in imperial revenue 
to be fubfcribed by our Parl ia­
ment,  without the confent o f  
our Parliament, and in defpite 
o f  our people. O r  i f  a mini­
ster ihould pleafe to turn him- 
le l f  to a general excife, i f  
w ifh in g  to relieve from the 
w e ig h t  o f  further additional 
duties the hereditary revenue 
n o w  alienated, i f  wifhina to 
relieve the alarms o f  the h n g -  
1 . manufadturers, who co m ­

plain o f  our exemption from 
excifes, particularly on foap, 
candles, and leather ; he 
ihould proceed on thofe a l­
ready regiftered articles o f  
taxat ion, he might tax you 
by  threats, fuggell ing  that i f  
you refufe to raife an excife 
on yourfelf,  England would 
raiie colony duties on both. 
See what a mighty  infiniment 
of coercion this B i l l  and thefe 
Kefolutions —  ftir and G re a t  
•Britain can cruih y o u — ftir 
and the M inifter  can cruih  you 
in the name o f  G r e a t  Britain 
* he can cruih your imports
—  he can cruih your exports 

— he can do this in a manner 
peculiarly morti fy ing, by vir­
tue of a claufe in a Britiih 
ACt of Parliament that would 
fcem to impofe the fame re- 
ftrictions on G reat  Britain—  
he c a n  do this in a manner

flill

M r. G r a t t a s - ,  Agninji.

Ireland had moved for a Bil l,  
intended to contain a claufe 
w .  PuJPoie, when the 
M m 'f t e r  o f  G r e a t  Britain had 
actua.ly prefented a Bill  d~- 
cl arm g that the Parliament o f  
Ire and alone was competent 
to m ik e  laws to bind that 
kingdom, in any cafe w hat­
ever ; and when both the
Houles o f  Parliament in G r e a t  
Britain had concurred in pre­
senting an addrefs to the
T h r o n e ,  containing the like 
explicit declaration ; nay, even 
the i lp ulation  required by 
G reat  Britain, that Ireland 
mould adopt her future com ­
mercial regulations, was the 
itrongeft acknowledgment o f  
their independence; for w h y
had ihe departed on that o c-  
cafion from her eitabliihed
praCiice o f  regulating the
commerce o f  every pare o f  the 
empire, by her own Parlia­
ment o n l y ?  W h y  had ihc 
then rclinquiihed that power 
which fhe had exercifed w ith ­
out controul for 120 ve.irs ? 
Becaufe ihe acknowledged the 
independence o f  Ire land;  be-  
caufe ihe well k n e w  that no 
act of her Parliament would 
be coniidered as valid by the 
people (if Ireiand, if it were 
not confirmed by the IriDi le­
gislature.

He laid, that he had hitened 
with attention to the ieveral 
claufes o f  the intended B i l l ,  
and ihould not heiit.ite to 
aflert, that if there v'as any 
one claufe more abfolutely 

^  necef-

Afr. M a s o n ,  For.
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ftill more offenfwe by the im­
mediate means o f  your own 

’ Parliament, who would be 
then an active cypher, and no­
torious (tamp in the hands o f  
G r e a t  Britain, to forge and 
falfify the name and authority 
o f  the people o f  Ireland. I 
have confidered your fituation 
under thefe Propoiitions with 
refpeft to G r e a t  Britain : fee 
w h a t  would be your  fituation 
w ith  refpeft to the C r o w n  ? 
Y o u  w ould  have granted io 
the K i n g  a perpetual M o n e y  
B i l l ,  or a M o n e y  Bil l  to con ­
tinue as long  as the Parlia­
ment o f  G r e a t  Britain fnall 
pleafe, with  a covenant to 
increafe it as often as the 
Briti ih Parliament ihail pleafe. 
B y  thefe Refolutions a great 
part o f  the additional duty 
would have been fo granted—  
the trade o f  the country is 
made dependant on the Parl ia­
m ent o f  G r e a t  B r ita in ,  and 
the C r o w n  is made lefs de­
pendant on the Parliament o f  
Ireland, and a code o f  prero­
gative added to a ccde o f  e m ­
pire. I f  the merchant after 
this 'hould petition you to 
lo w e r  your duties on the arti­
cles o f  trade, your anfwer is 
“  trade is in covenant.*'  I f  
yo u r  conftituents ihould in- 
ftru£l you to limit the Bil l  o f  
Su p ply ,  or pafs a (hort M o n e y  
B i l l ,  your anfwer, cc the purle 
o f  the nation like her trade is 
in covenant.”  N o  more o f  
fix  months M o n e y  Bills-— no 
more o f  inftru&ions from con-

ftituents

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Againjî.

neceflary than the reft, any 
one w ith  which it was impof- 
fible to difpenfe, it was that 
very claufe w hich the R igh t  
Honourable Gentlem an had re­
probated \ for w hat  was the 
object o f  the pending négoci­
ation between G r e a t  Britain 
and Ireland ? It was  to form 
upon principles o f  ju ft ice  and 
equality a final and permanent 
adjuftment o f  commercial in- 
tercourfe between the tw o 
countries. N o w  if they took 
into t confideration only the 
commercial regulations at pre- 
fent exift ing, they m ight  form 
a fyftem that w ould  be juft  
and equal ; but in order to 
render it permanent alfo, they 
muft go fomewhat farther—  
they muft look forward to fu­
turity,  and take care not only 
that the commercial regula­
tions o f  both kingdoms were 
the fame at that day,  but that 
they ihould ever be the fame 
at all times hereafter. I f  they 
did not that, their fyftem could 
neither be final nor permanent, 
and their eternal adjuftment 
would laft but for a feftion. A  
perpetual conformity o f  co m ­
mercial regulations was necef- 
fary to render the fyftem per­
manent, which  could never be 
preferved unlefs the Parliament 
o f  one country ihould agree 
to adopt the commercial regu­
lations that ihould,  from time 
to time, be eftabliihed in the 
other ; the queftion therefore 
was reduced to the fingle 
point,  in which  o f  the two

kingdoms*

M r. M a s o k ,  For.



ftituents— that connection is 
broken by this B i l l— pafs this, 
you have no confiituent— you 
are not the reprefentative o f  
the people o f  Ireland, but the 
regifter o f  the Britifh Parlia­
m ent,  and the equalizer o f  
Briti ih duties !

In order to complete this 
chain o f  power,  one link ( I 
do acknowledge) was wanting 
— a perpetual Revenue Bil l,  
or a covenant from time to 
time to renew the Bil l  for 
the collection thereof. T h e  
twentieth Refolution and this 
B i l l  founded upon it attain 
that objeCt. Sir, this Houfe 
refts ' on three pillars —your 
power over the annual M u ­
t iny  B i l l — your power over 
the annual Additional Duties 
•— your power over the C o l ­
lection o f  the Revenue.  T h e  
latter power is o f  great con-  
fequence, becaufe a great part 
o f  our revenues are granted for 
ever. Y o u r  anceitors were 
ilaves; and for their eftates, 
that is, for the aCt o f  fettle­
ment granted the hereditary 
revenue, and from that m o ­
ment ceafed to be a Parlia­
ment; nor was it till many 
years after that Parliament 
revived; but it revived as you 
under this Bill  would c o n ­
tinue ; w ithout parliamentary 
power ; every evil mealure 
derived argument, energy, 
and elle nee from this conftitu- 
tional fund. I f  a country 
gentleman complained o f  the 
expences o f  the C r o w n ,  he 

S r f V ’* was

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Againft.

kingdoms the future commer­
cial regulations o f  the empire 
ought properly to originate ? 
Should they originate in Ire­
land, a country that as vet  
had but little experience in 
matters o f  commerce,  in the 
infancy o f  its trade, m anu­
factures and induitrv ? or 
ihould they originate in G re a t  
Britain, the greateit com m er­
cial nation upon earth, the 
feat o f  empire, and o f  courfe 
the kingdom on w hich  mu it 
depend their treaties o f  c o m ­
merce with foreign nations ? 
She was miitrefs o f  the co lo ­
nies to which the principal 
part o f  their trade would be 
directed* and miftrefs o f  the 
navy that muft protect that 
trade. T h e r e  was furely no 
man fo blindly prejudiced in 
favour o f  his country as not 
to acknowledge that the fu­
ture commercial regulations o f  
the empire ought rather to 
originate in G re a t  Britain than 
in Ireland.

W h e n  M r .  Y e lv e rto n  pro­
pofed his bill for adopting in 
Ireland all fuch commercial 
laws o f  G r e a t  Britain as con ­
ferred equal benefits, and im- 
pofed equal burdens on the 
fubjeCts o f  b >th kingdoms, 
the motion was received with 
general applaufe ; now  the 
only purport o f  the claufe in 
queition was, to extend to fu­
turity the proviiions o f  that 
Bi l l ,  w h ich  they all approved 
of,  and to reçommend it to 
fucceeding Parliaments to a- 

K  2 dotp
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was told a frugal government 
could go on without a Par­
l iament,  and that we held our- 
exiftence, by withholding the 
difcnar^e o f  our duty. Ho w ­
ever, though the funds were 
granted for ever, the provi­
sion for the collection was in ­
adequate— the fmuggler learn­
ed to evade the penalties, and 
Parliament, though not necef- 
fary for granting the Here­
ditary Revenue,  became necef-
ia fy  for its co l lect ion .------
Here then we reit on three 
pillars— the annua! M u t in y  
Bil l  —  the annual Additional 
Supply— and the annual C o l ­
lection o f  the Revenue.  I f  
you remove all thefe, this 
fabric  fal ls;  remove any one 
o f  them, and it totters;  for it 
is not the mace, nor the chair,  
nor this dome, but the delibe­
rative voice relident therein 
that conftitutes the efience o f  
Parl iament. C lo g  your deli­
berations, and you are no 
longer a Parliament, with a 
thoufand gaw d y furviving cir-  
cumftances o f  ihew and au­
thority.

Contem plate  for a m o ­
m ent the powers which this 
B i l l  prefumes to perpetuate—  
a perpetual repeal o f  trial by 
j u r y — a perpetual repeal o f  
the great charter— a perpetual 
w r i t  o f  afliftance— a perpetual 
ielony to ftrike an excife-  
jnan !

"I he late C h i e f  Baron 
B a r g h  fpeaking on the reve­
nue bill ,  exclaimed,  “  Y o u

give

M r. G r a t t a n ,  Againft.
dopt fuch future commercial 
regulations as ihould be found­
ed on the fame principles o f  
juft ice  and equality.

He next begged leave to 
remind the Houfe o f  the terms 
on which they then enjoyed 
the privilege o f  trading with 
the Britiih plantations ; the 
terms, he faid, were, that they 
ihould conform from time to 
time to fuch rules and re- 
ftrictions as G reat  Britain 
ihould enaCt for regulating the 
W e f t  India trade, and alfo 
that they ihould adopt fuch 
duties on all commodities e x ­
ported from Ireland to the 
plantations, and imported from 
them, as G re a t  Britain im - 
pofed upon the fame articles 
— not o n ly  the duties exifting 
at that day,  but alfo thofe 
that G rea t  Britain ihould think 
proper to lay on at any future 
t im e;  and accordingly,  though 
they palled one equaliz ing B i l l  
in 178 0 ,  they were forced to 
pafs another in the fo l lo w in g  
feiîion, in order that their d u ­
ties m ight  correfpond with 
thofe which G re a t  Britain had 
impofed within that interval. 
T h o f e ,  faid he, were the terms 
dictated by G re a t  Britain, and 
accepted by Ireland on that 
occafion. D id  the R ig h t  H o ­
nourable Gentleman's  pride 
revolt againtt that ftipulation? 
D id  he rejeCt with fcorn thofe 
humiliat ing conditions, as in­
fringing on the legiilative i n ­
dependence o f  Ireland ? N o ,  
he received this concefTion

like

M r. M a s o n ,  For.



Mr. G r a t t a n ,  Agúnft. Air. M a s o n ,  For.'
give to the dipping rule what like the r*a  u* r n

£ > ■ “  d"n , ,o the fcep- ci,“ “ . - • »  S A i X s

A l l  the uncoi.Kituii .naI K w £  H ?  n Î ™  o f t 1" ? * ’  
powers o f  th .  excife w e  are , h , „  that w h fc h “.“ S ™

A o n ,]  p o w e r , ’ o f  Parliament í í L ' i r ' í , ^ » '

£ j 'â ‘ F  r i î r r , £ "
d i * nn ü o „ yo f  r ± « ' r  ta E . T T V ' Ï

S É ,  ° ; / 1 «  p - f  o f  J i l ï o n t  S S !
o f  rh T  , ’ ?  v,oI„aUon liament as ihould confer equal

w h  c h í h e ' S  : ' la ‘ ,0,’ íl; ípí> b“ ' fi,S- ” d i»POÍ« ' 3„a
f to u ld  Í  , Í i  rCI,, í ■ "  b u ' d™ ! on th e f u b j e a s  o f 2oth

w hich  co“ « “ 0«  r m" n,D" y  ,k : í oms; - anJ lh™ ld r  »■
W e  can go on,  w e  have a /hipping and" m a r i n e ' f o f  !he 

g ro w in g  proiperity and as yet  empire.8 B u t  in order to en

We r Pt,OU fr0m,  i,KOlera- &  the a m e r c e  o f  the p la n !
w  timp ; WCi Can time tations’ they  bound themfelves to  time regulate our o w n  not only  to adopt her reau]a-

S f o S  * ?  ■ OUr m a‘  tionS’ but alfo to irepofe&fuch
t J r l S\  f  P down our duties as G .e a t  Britain Ihould 
taxes, and bring on our prefcribe on all commodities, 
people, and brood over the whether native or foreign, ex- 
g r o w in g  proiperity o f  Y o u n g  ported to the W e f t  Indies 
Ireland In the mean time and on every article imported 
we wiD guard our F ree T  rade from thence, rum only e x c e p t­
ant! I r e e  C o n ih tu u o n  as our ed. He therefore contended 
only real r e f our ces ■ they were for it, that that was the more 
tne ftruggles o f  great virtue, offenfive ftipulation o f  the 
the reluit • o f  much perfeve- tw o,  as i f  ever a country was 
ranee, and our broad bafe o f  to be jealous o f  the interfe- 
puolic adlion ! W e  ihould rence o f  a foreign legiflature 
re c o i le d  that this Houfe may ihe ought furely to be moit 
now  vtfith peculiar propriety ib in matters that related to 
interpole, becauie you did the impofition o f  taxes, 
with great zeal and iuccefs, He fuppofed it would be 
on this very i-jbject o f  trade, faid, that by accepting o f  the 
bring on the people, and you trade to the plantations, on 
did with great prudence and the terms he had Rated, Ire-  
moüeration on another o c -  land bound herfelf to nothing 
calion, check  a certain de- — that ihe had it always in he?

fcription ' power
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fcription o f  the people, and power to ^ c f u f e t o  impelÏ  the 
you are now  called upon by fame duties with G r e a t  Bra 
confiftency to defend the tain, and that the only  confe- 
people. T h u s  mediating b e -  q u e » »  o f  that retuft w o u U
tween extremes, you w i l l  pre- be a fufpen ion 
ferve this ifiand long,  and to the W e f t  Indies, with  re 
nreferve her with a certain fped  to that a r t i c l e ,  the d u t y  
decree o f  renown. T h u s  o n  w h i c h  t h e y  refufed _to e-
faithful to the conftitution o f  qualize: j but he fa.d tnat in
the country,  you w i l l  com - t h e  prefent cafe they flood pre- 
mand and infure her trail- c . f e l y  o n  the fame ground for
quil l i ty ,  for our beft authori- that it would be always in ithe 
t v  with the people is, pro- power o f  the Parliament o f  
tection afforded againft the Ireland to re jed  thc commer 
minifters o f  the cr o w n .  It cial regulations o f  G r e a t  : B n -  
is not public clamour but tain, and that the only confe-
public injury that ihould a- q u e n c e  o f  that r e j e t o n  w ould
larm you ; your high ground be, a diffolution o f  the prefent 
o f  expoftulation with your treaty.
fel low fubjefts has been your N o  man, he fa id, could be 
fervices ; the free trade you fo ignorant as t o  imagine that 
have given the merchant,  and G r e a t  Britain required by this 
the free conftitution you have ftipulation that they ihould 
o-iven the ifland ! M a k e  your pafs any la w ,  rendering it 
t h i r d  g r e a t  effort, pre- compulfory o n  future Parlia- 
ferve them, and with  them ments to regifter the com me r- 
preferve unaltered, your ow n cial edicts o f  G reat  Britain ; 
ca lm  fenfe o f  public right, the every man o f  common i e n i e  
dignity o f  the Parliament, the muft k n o w  that this was îm -  
majefty o f  the people, and the poffible that it was n u t  in 
powers o f  the ifland ! K e e p  the power o f  a Parliament by  
them unfullied, uncovenanted, any act o f  theirs to bind fuc- 
uncircumfcribed, and unfti- ceeding Parliaments, or e v e n  
pendiary! T h e f e  paths are t o  bind themfelves i n  a iubie- 
the paths o f  glory, and let quent ieffion. A ll  we bound 
me add, thefe ways are the ourlelves to by accepting of 
w a y s  of  peace;  fo fhall the r h o f e  conditions, was to adopt 
profperity o f  your country,  fuch laws as had been paffed 
though without a tongue to by G reat  Britain fince M r .  
thank you,  yet laden with Y e lv e rto n ’ s Bi l l ,  impofing e -  
t h e  bleffino-s o f  conftitution qual burdens, and conferring 
and o f  commerce,  bear attef- equal benefits on the fubjeds  
tation to your fervices, and o f  both kingdoms, and t h e n  t o  

wait  on your progrefs with  recommend it t o  fucceeding 
involuntary praife ! Parliaments
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Parliaments to follow their e x ­
ample, and to adopt from time 
to time fuch further regula­
tions as fhould be founded on 
the fame principles o f  juft ice 
and equality. But notwith- 
ftanding their recommenda­
tion and example, every fu­
ture Parliament would have its 
option, either to adopt or re­
je c t  thofe regulations. H o w  
then, faid he, in the name o f  
G o d ,  can this ftipulation a f -  
f e &  the fupremacy o f  the Iriih 
Legii lature !

H e exprefled his hope that 
the treaty, if  concluded, would 
be final and permanent, but 
defired the Houfe would re­
c o i l e d  that they were not a-  
bout to form an indifioluble 
c o n tr a ^ ,  like the treaty o f  
union between England and 
Scotland ; for the moment the 
a£t o f  union pailed, the Par­
liament o f  Scotland was an­
nihilated, or rather merged in 
that o f  G re a t  Britain ; and i f  
the articles o f  union had proved 
h ighly  oppreflive to the people 
o f  Scotland, they were left 
without refource, cxccpt what 
they ihould find in the mode­
ration o f  the Britiih Parlia­
ment,  or the hazards o f  a c i­
vil  war ; the body o f  men to 
w h o m  they would otherwife 
have applied for redrefs no 
longer exifted—  their Parlia­
ment was no more : but the 
Parliament o f  Ireland, notwith- 
ftanding this treaty, would re­
main in full vigour,  and would 
always be able to reje£i, if

M r. M a s o n ,  For.



they pieafed, the regulations 
o f  G r e a t  Britain.

He faid, that he was confi­
dent it would ever be iheir in-  
tereft to adopt thofe regula­
tions ; for though they could 
not be too jealous o f  the m o ­
nopoliz ing fpirit o f  that k in g ­
dom, whilft {he a {Turned the 
r ight  o f  m aking laws to bind 
them, and o f  promoting her 
o w n  commerce by the d e d u c ­
tion o f  theirs ; from the time 
that,  in confequence o f  the 
prefent treaty, the commerce 
o f  both countries would be­
co m e the fame, and their in -  
terefts fo united, it would be 
impoflible for G r e a t  Britain to 
m ake any laws injurious to 
the trade o f  Ireland, w hich  
w ould  not be equally fatal to 
her o w n  ; they ihould run no 
hazard by  adopting the policy 
o f  the wifeft commercial peo­
ple in Europe. B u t  if, c o n ­
trary to every reafonable e x ­
p e d i t i o n ,  G r e a t  Britain íhould 
happen to pafs any laws i n j u ­
rious to the commerce o f  the 
em pire— i f O l d  England ihould 
fall into a itate o f  dotage, and 
g r o w  too fooliih to underftand 
or  to purfue her real interefts, 
it would then be in the power,  
and become the duty o f  the 
Parl iament o f  Ireland to de­
clare o f f  from any commercial 
connection with that devoted 
people ; and the worft that 
could happen to them was, that 
after having enjoyed, for cen­
turies together, a full parti­
cipation o f  the Brit i ih  co m ­

merce,
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M r . F l o o d ,  Açrainf}.

I do not at all wonder that 
this fyftem íhoúld end in an 
open attack upon the rights 
oi Ireland in commerce and 
in constitution, becaufe in its 
origin it appeared to me to be 
a covered attack upon both. 
O n  this principle, I oppofed 
it in its commencement. I 
have been reproached with 
being in a minority o f  one 
upon this f i i b j é â ;  I ihall be 
no longer reproached on that 
ground.

T h e  K in g ' s  fpeech, under 
the fanStion o f  winch the fyf­
tem was introduced; declared, 
that it was only  to adjuft mat­
ters which  had not been before 
adjuited. \  et the very fécond 
o f  the original ten P ro p o r­
tions, in contradiction to this, 
went only to objects that had 
been before adjuîled in 1780 
and 1782 —  namely ,  foreign  
trade and Britijb colonial trade.

A s  to foreign trade, one 
word difpatches that, viz. the 
word, independence. Inde­
pendent Ireland has every right 
of  foreign trade, w h ich  B r i ­

tain

M r .  M a s o n ,  For. 
merce, and increafed both the 
wealth and confequçnce o f  the 
ly.tion by that participation, 
they might be forced in the 
end to break o f f  the connec­
tion, and ftand precifely in the 
fame fituation, with refpedt to 
G re a t  Britain, that they did 
at that day.
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He faid, he could not fit 
filent when he heard a mea­
sure in which he was proud 
to have had a confiderable 
part, reprefented by fo many 
gentlemen as injurious to the 
independence o f  the Iriih Je- 
g j flatta re, and a barter o f  the 
co ; ;it 1 tut ion for commerce. 
He ihould think himfelf,  in­
deed, unworthy o f  a feat in 
that Houfe, or o f  the name o f  
Iriihman, i f  he could con lent 
to barter an atom o f  the 
cónftitution o f  his country 
for all the commerce in the 
world ; but he was fo fully fa­
tigued the pfefent meafure did * 
not violate it, in the fmalleil  
degree, that he could not re- 
prefs his furprife at its beino- 
iuppofed to do fo. W h e n  
gentlemen faid, that it violated 
the cqnftitution, they forgot 
that they had recorded a fimi- 
lar violation o f  it in every fef- 
iion, fince the freedom o f  their 
legislation had been eftabliih- 
cd. His l^ight Hon.friend (the 
Attorney General ) had quoted 
the refolution o f  that Houfe 
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tain herfelf pofiefTes. For this, 
therefore^ fhe had no co m p it t  
to make with Britain. I his 
had been adjuiied in 1782.  
Britifh colony trade was 
adjuiled in 1780. T h e  Bri­
tiih Parliament, in 1 7 8 c ,  de­
clared, by refolution, that the 
unfhaken loyalty  o f  Ireland, 
entitled her, to participate in 
every advantage ot Britiih C o ­
lony trade. T h e  !3ritiíh a£l 
o f  Parliament, in p u rfu an ceo f  
this refolve, authorized Ireland 
to trade to the Briti ih C o l o ­
nies with like advantages with 
Britain herfelf. In equity 
and good faith, what can we 
have to aik that this did not 
g iv e ?  O r  can Britain n o w  
fay that ihe withheld any 
thing without impeaching her 
o w n  candour r Britain boaft- 
ed the liberality o f  that tran- 
fa&ion.  Ireland illuminated.

N o w  I aik did not moft o f  
y o u  imagine,  that in 1780, 
Ireland was put in a better fi­
tuation, than ever ihe had pof- 
feiled before, as to Britiih C o ­
lony trade? A n d ,  o f  this 1 
am fure, that there is not a 
man among you who will 
not admit, that it would be 
abfurd to hold, that you were 
not at leaf! reftored, to every 
advantage o f  Brit» ill C o ­
lo n y  trade, that Ireland had 
ever poflefied. N o w  I fay, 
that till the 15th o f  Charles 
the l i d ,  you could export  an y 
thing to,  and import any thing 
from, the Britiih colonies, as 
freely as E n g la n d  herfelf : and,

f [

M r .  F l o o d ,  Agahjl.
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in 1779* He would now read 
a part of the ftatute of 178 J> 
made in confequence o f  that 
refolution :

“  And w h e r e a s  inch part o f  the trade 
betw een this k in gdo m  and the  Britiih 
Colonies in A m e r ic a ,  the  Weft Indies, 
and Britiih Settlements on the c^aft of 
A fr ic a ,  as was not enjoyed by this k in g ­
dom, previous to the laft feifion ot Par­
l ia m en t,  can be enjoyed and h ave  con­
tinuance fo long, and in fuch cafe o n ly ,  
as goods to be imported fr o m  th e  faid 
Colonies, P lantations, or S e tt lem e n ts ,  
into  this k in gd o m , or to  be exported  
from  this k in g do m  to the  faid C o lo n ie s ,  
P lantations or Settlem ents, ihall be liable 
to equal duties and draw backs, and be 
fu b je it  to the fame fecurities,  regula­
tions and rcftrictions as the l ik e  goods 
are liable and fubjett  to ,  upon being 
imported fro m  the faid Colonies, P lan ­
tations or Settlem ents into  G r e a t  B r i ­
ta in ,  or exported from  thence to fuch  
C o lo n ie s ,  P lantation* or Settlem ents 
r e f p e a iv e ly ;  be i t  en afted  by the au­
thority aforefaid, for the  advancement 
o f  the faid trade, that duties, draw backs, 
prohibitions, & c,  be granted , & c . ”

T h i s  ftatute was pafled at a 
time when the fpirit o f  the n a ­
tion was as high as ever it had 
been, and herjcaJoufy o f  the 
conftitution as great,  and has 
been repeated every feilion fin ce. 
N o w ,  bir,  the condition as to 
regulating trade is as exprefs 
in this ftatute as in the pre- 
fent bill .— [ M r .  Grattan inter- 
rupti?igy defired to know  what 
trade ? j — A ir . Forjler proceed- 
edy the Plantation trade— the 
very trade n o w  in agitation ; 
and i f  accepting trade on 
conditions would deftroy the 
conftituiion, our conii itution 
has been long fince deftroyed, 
even in the very year o f  its 
emancipation. B u t  the R ig h t

H o n .
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that, after landing it in Ire­
land, you could reihip it for 
any other country ; and for 
E ngland, as well, as for any 
other. In 1780 therefore, you 
were either reftored to that li­
berty, or it muft fol low, that, 
that boafted tranfa&ion was a 
deception ; and that inftead o f  
giv ing  you immunities you ne­
ver had before, it did not even 
reftore you,  to what you had 
formerly pofTeíTed. T h i s  l i ­
berty therefore o f  reihipping 
Britiih colony produce (the 
only  boon which this fvftem 
boafts) did in every conlide- 
ration o f  reafon and good faith 
accompany the transaction of  
178 0,  and was therefore, not, 
n o w  to be adjufted. N a y  it 
is abfurd to fuppofe, that, in 
1 7 8 0 ,  that was withheld from 
Ireland,  w h ich  Ireland had 
poilefled, till the 15th year of  
Charles  the l i d ;  which every 
one o f  the T h irteen  States o f  
A m erica  did poflefs to the 
hour o f  their reparation ? and 
which  N e w  Brunfwicjc pof-r 
feiTes now ? and would it not 
be more abfurd to fuppofe fo, 
i f  in fa£t it is as much ihe 
intereft o f  Britain, as it can 
be o f  Ireland, that Ireland 
ihould be allowed that liberty? 
N o w  it is even more fo, and 1 prove it thus. T h i s  liberty 
can be of  no advantage to 
Ireland except in this contin­
gency : except Ireland has a 
furplus o f  colony produce over 
and above her ow n confump- 
t i o n — T h a t  is one necell'ary

faóí—«

A ir . F l o o d ,  JÍgainJl.

Hon. Gentlem an a ck n o w ­
ledges the condition which 
he inveighs againft as being 
moft dangerous now ,  to be £  
milar to that one which he 
then and ever fince has deemed 
fo innocent. He only dwells 
on its extending to foreign 
trade, that is, to foreign c o ­
lonies, as if the greater or lefs 
extent could change its con- 
ftitutional or unconftitutional 
nature ; but wil l  G entlem en 
confider the matter, ftripped 
o f  all oratory and declama­
tion ? G r e a t  Britain has c o ­
lonies, file offers full c o m ­
munication o f  her trade to 
Ireland,on condition o f  Ireland 
trading on the fame terms as 
ihe does herfelf ; one o f  thofe 
terms is equal duties and re­
gulations, which the gentle­
men admit to be fair and harm- 
lefs, for we have complied with 
it in part thefe tw o  feftions ; 
another o f  the terms is the 
g iv ing  a like protcdtion, as 
G re a t  Britain gives to their 
produce againft the produce 
of  foreign colonies. T h i s  too 
is fair, but it deftroys our 
conftitution— what pitiful rea- 
foning ! It does not deftroy 
us to receive a monopoly o f  
their confumption ; but to 
give them a monopoly o f  
our conlumption, annihilates 
our independence ! N o  mail 
o f  common fenfe can helitate 
that it is fair we ihould re­
ceive the trade on the fame 
terms as Britain. T h e  C o lo ­
nies are hers— ihe has a right 

L  2 tor
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fact— Ar-other is, that, at the 
fame article o f  time, that 
ihould happen, which rarely 
can happen, namely, that B i i-  
tifh colony produce ihoiild be 
dearer in Britain than in Ire­
land, or in any other neigh­
bouring country—  JHor if  that 
were not the cafe, Ireland 
would lofe by fending it to 
Britain. N o w  it is abfurd to 
fuppofe that Ireland would do 
that. W h a t  follows ? T h a t  
s t  the moment w he n  the li­
berty o f  fending colony pro­
duce to England would be 
ufeful to Ireland, it would be 
doubly the intereft o f  Britain, 
tô  receive it from Ireland. 
F o r  I ft, Britain as a confumer 
would be relieved by it ; and 
2d, the Britiih merchant, in 
his commiiï ion, would be a 
gainer. In another capacity 
Britain would be a gainer alfo 
— that is to fay, as head o f  

th e  empire, ihe would profit 
bv  the encreafe o f  trade, con-  

y • 1 • fequent on this intercourfe, 
between her colonies and Ire­
land, a member o f  the empire. 
W h o  after this wil l  fay, that 
this liberty was not included 
iri the tranfaétion o f  1780 ; 
or, if  it was not, that Ireland 
o u g h t  to purchafe it n o w ,  with 
th e  furplus o f  her hereditary 
revenue, with the degradation 
o f  her condition, and with 
the facrifice o f  her commercial 
legiilation ?

A s  to Ireland’s not having 
paid for the tranfaûion o f
178 0,  I fay the argument

would

M r. F l o o d ,  Againjl.
to annex thofe terms. T h e  
trade with them is a gift from 
her, and the c ift is condition­
al ; file offers to take us into 
partnerfhip in their trade ; ihe, 
an old eftabliihcd country, 
raifed by commerce alone to an 
height above ariv other E u ­
ropean power, invites us to 
partake of  the means that 
raifed her to wealth and great- 
nefs, to a full and equal {hare 
in that trade which coft her 

«millions to obtain and w il l  
coft her millions to preferve ; 
and this ihe does w ithout de- 
firing any thing towards that 
coft, or for their maintenance, 
or any return, fave a fmall 
ihare o f  what may arife from 
our profits in that new  part- 
nerihip. B u t  when gentlemen 
argue on bad ground, even 
their o w n  arguments often 
make againft them, and an 
Hon. G en tlem an  ( M r .  Flood) 
at the fame time that he exerts 
all his eloquence to perfuade 
us that the confining ourfelves 
to the Britiih Colonies,  or a c ­
cepting the trade on fuch 
conditions, is injurious to the 
conititutiori, not only  admits 
but contends, that we have 
done it already, and that we 
have done it on the folemn 
faith of  compact.  Hear his 
reafoning; he -fays, that the 
tranfaction o f  1^80 was a 
compact, and not a gift ,  and 
he fays it was a compact,  be- 
caufe we gave a confideration ; 
three confiderations, each o f  
more value than the gift 3 w e

gave

M r. F o r s t e r ,  For.
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w ould  be a fordid one,  i f  it 
w ere  founded in fa£t, w h ich  
it is not.  T h e  fentiment o f  
the  Briti ih  Pari iament in 178 0 
was a w ife r  and more ftatef- 
m a n - l i k e  conception.  I t  was 
that the unihaken l o y a l t v  o f  
Ireland entitled her,  to  thofe 
advantages 5 and,  fure ly ,  that 
is a price ab o ve  all prices. 
B u t  Ireland paid for it in tw o  
w a y s  befides, and in each o f  
them  more than the va lue  o f  
the object,  j i t ,  Ireland g a ve  
to  the Brit i ih  C o lo n ie s  (that 
is to  B r ita in )  a m ono p o ly  o f  
her co n fu m ptio n  in tbofe ar­
ticles, in w h ic h  ihe then obtained 
that  free trade. N o w  I fay, 
un iverfa l ly ,  that an y  nation 
pays too dear for a n y  one mar­
k e t ,  w h e n  ihe gives up all  
oth er  markets  for on e .  A n d  
part icularly  that the  nation 
pays t c o  dearly for the fugar 
m a r k e t  o f  the B r it i ih  C o l o ­
nies, w h o  g ives  up all other 
fugar markets for the Brit i ih  ; 
w h ic h  is neither the belt nor 
the  cheapeít .  2d ly ,  1 add, 
that Ireland paid in taxes  for 
the direCt trade more than  it 
w as  w o r th ,  and I prove it 
th u s :  10I. per cent,  is a good 
profit in general  on trade,  and 
110 trade can afford to pay the 
w h o le  nor the greater part o f  
its clear profit in tax.  T o  
apply  this.  W e  paid for that 
direCt trade an estimated fum 
oi tax  to the am ount o f  above 
l o o . o c o l .  a year. N o w  this 
w o u ld  be the w h o l e  clear 
profit,  at 10I. per cent,  o f

2,COO,OOOlt

M r. F l o o d ,  Againfî.

gave m onopoly  for m o n o p o ly ,  
that is, in other words,  w e  
agreed to prohibit the goods o f  
other co lo n ie s ,  the very  thino- 
that is n o w  hekl up as a fur-  
render o f  legiilature,  and the 
fa &  is, w e  did, and Hill do 
prohibit ,  by h eavy  duties, the 
lame as Britain pays, all  fo­
reign co lo n y  produce. Jn t h e o ­
ry, therefore, w e have agreed 
to w h a t  he n o w  fays ca n n o t  
be agreed to w i th o u t  ru in ,  and 
in pradtice w e  have a & u a l ly  
done the very  th in g  w ith o u t  
in jury,  i f  n ot  w ith  benefit to  
our trade. His other co n f i -  
derations are c u r io u s ;  w e  o-ave 
revenue, that is, w e  received 
l iberty  to  im port  an art ic le , 
iugars, that  w7ould bear a c o n -  
fiderable revenue,  w h ic h  w e  
m uft  have  otherwife  impofcd, 
e i fewhere ,  and thus he itrange-  
ly  con ft rues, the accepting  the 
means o f  a revenue into g iv ­
i n g  one. His third considera­
tion is ftill  more w o n d e r f u l ;  
w e  gave  loyalty .  G o o d  H e a ­
vens ! in an Ir i ih  H ou fe  o f  
C o m m o n s  does he fay that w e  
gave  our duty  to our P r in ce  
as a partner for a gran t  o f  
trade ?

[ M r .  Flood interrupted to fa y , 
that he bad quoted the R S o ­
lution o f  the B r it i ih  Par l ia­
m en t,  w h e n  he itated that the 
lo y a ly  o f  Ireland w as deemed a 
consideration.]

M r . F o rjh r  refumed. T o  
fuch wretched Íhífts are g e n ­
t lem en driven, w h o  attempt 
to fupport  w h a t  is not fup-

M r. F o r s t e r ,  For.
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2 , o c o , o o c l .  worth o f  trade. 
C o u ld  the w hole  clear profit 
be afforded in tax— or can the' 
w ho le  encreafe o f  traffic, by 
the direct trade, amount, in 
any feries o f  years, to any 
thine like the enormous fum 
c f  two millions ? M o i t  cer­
tainly not.

T h u s  the firft o f  the origi­
nal ten Proportions was a 
mere preamble ; and the fé­
cond, w hich began the bufi- 
nefs, began it in a direction, 
unfair to Ireland, and mcon- 
fiftent with the K in g 's  fpeech. 
Ireland was drawn, unaware, 
to treat for the things already 
fett led;  and thereby impliedly 
to  relinquiih the tw o  feu le­
ments o f  1780 and o f  1 ) 8 2 —  
T h i s  was not enough. Ire­
land had ufed non-importation 
and non-confumption agree­
ments, towards the attainment 
o f  thofe fettlements ; and when 
her Parliament was a c k n o w ­
ledged to be independent, ihe 
applied to her Parliament, for 
duties o f  protection or prefe­
rence, fimilar to thofe which 
Britain had long enjoyed, in 
favour o f  her home m anu­
facture, in her home market. 
T o  cu t  all this up, by the 
root, was the object o f  the 
third and fourth o f  the origi­
nal ten Proportions.  T h e  
third therefore makes Ireland 
propofe not only that there 

' fhould be no prohibitory fta- 
tutes, but that there ihouJd 
never be any popular or pri­
vate afTodations, againft im­

portation,

M r. F l o o d  Againji.
portable, and would vainly 
endeavour to perfuade you that 
this meafure trenches on the 
independence o f  our legifla- 
ture : you need not adopt any 
lav/s that G r e a t  Britain may 
pafs for the regulation of  c o m ­
merce ; if you do not approve 
them, you may reject them 
whenever you think proper ; 
you do but re jeâ  the benefit 
o f  the condi « ion, and return 
to the iituation in which y o u  
now  are : but the fame M e m ­
ber has proved moft ftrongly 
the neceility o f  introducing 
the Bill,  for when fuch abilities 
as his can totally milconceive 
its tendency, it ought to be 
introduced, in order to be fully 
underftood. H e has obferved 
largely on each Propofition, 
and nothing was ever fo mif-  
tated, mifi eprefented and mif- 
underftood, as every part o f  
them has been by  him. It 
would be abfurd to follow him  
through al) his errors, many 
o f  them the moft ignorant 
child would be aihamed to 
ad van ce ;  but 1 wil l  point out 
a few, not perhaps fo obvious 
without examination.

Let  me firft take notice o f  
his having alluded to me, and 
faid, that I voted againft a de­
claration o f  Rights. I deny 
it ; I declared my opinion o f  
the independence o f  our le- 
giilature from this very feat, 
early in the debate on that day; 
but did be vote for it? H e  
did not, and I repeat the Hon.  
Gentleman did not vote for

i t ,

M r. F o r s t e r ,  For.
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portation,  ufe or f i le .  Such 
afloc iations had been made, 
and had been found beneficial 
by  Ireland ; they had not been 
m ad e,  and thev had been co m -  
p la ined  o f  as in jurious,  by 
B r i ta in .  Y e t  Ireland is draw n 
in thefe Propofit ions,  to m;*ke 
it  one o f  her preliminaries, 
that there never ihould be fuch 
afl 'ociations again .  B u t ,  at the 
fame t im e,  Ireland is made to 
fo rg e t ,  that ihe  had never pro ­
hibited the e x p o rt  o f  ra w  m a ­
terials to B r i ta in ,  whereas B r i ­
tain had prohibited the e x p o rt  
t o  Ireland o f  the raw materials 
ih e  moft valued. A n d ,  there­
fore,  th o u g h  Ireland, in her 

fuppo'fed third P r o p o r t io n  is in- 
duftrious,  to  preclude all pro­
h ib it ion s  againft im port  ( b y  
w h i c h  kind o f  prohibit ions 
Ireland had profited), ihe for­
ge ts  to  preclude, prohibit ions 
ag a in ft  exp ort ,  o f  w h ic h  I re ­
land co m p la in e d .  C a n  an y  
th i n g  be m o*e c lear  than that 
thefe  Propofit ions never o r ig i ­
nated in Ireland I B u t  the 
bold eft f trcke  o f  all w a s ,  in 
t h e  very m o m e n t  that  Ireland 
w a s  fol ic it ing h igh er  duties on 
im p o r t ,  in order to  g ive  p r o ­
te ct io n  and preference to her 
m a n u fa c tu re s ;  to m a k e  this 
k i n g d o m  p ro pçfè ,  in the 4th 
o f  the  original  ten R e fo lve s ,  
th a t ,  ihe  n ot  on ly  ihou ld  not 
n o w ,  but  that {he never ihould 
hereafter have fuch duties o f  
protect ion.  Y e t  the 4th P ro ­
p o r t i o n  does this — for it re­
quires that  the lo w e it  ex i ft ing

duties,

M r. F l o o d ,  Againft.
it ,  but  lamented that the fub- 
jeCt had been brought in that 
day.

[ A ir .  Flood appealed to the 
H oufe, whether he did not en­
ter into  a long declaration o a  
the fubjeCt.—  Here the Speaker 
interfered to order.]

A  i r . Forfier proceeded—  I ill all 
leave this fubjeCt as a leiTon t:* 
the Hon. G e n t l e m a n ,  never 
for the future to ch a rg e  f a d s  
that are unfounded. I ihaSi 
n o w  proceed to the H o n . G e n ­
tlem an’s obfervations.  H e  
fays cc M a r k  the c u n n in g  w ith  
“  w h ich  the refolutions arc  
“  d ra w n ,  to the injury o f  Ire-  

land ; there is no n e w  pro- 
hibit ion to be a l lowed on the 

“  im port  from one c o u n tr y  to 
“  a n o th e r .”  T h i s  is ce rta in ly  
a great  ev i l ,  efpecially i f  w e  
coniider that the Exp ortat ion  
o f  Iriih produCts to E n g la n d  
am ounts  to t w o  m i l l i o n s  

and an h a l f  annual ly— and 
the E x p o rta t io n  o f  Br it i ih  
produCts to  Ireland a m o u n ts  
but to O N E  M I L L I O N  ; fo it is 
injurious to a co u n try  w h ic h  
m a y  by  prohibit ions lofe t w o  
m il l ions and an half,  to ft ipu- 
late  againft prohibit ions, and 
the cou n try  that fends more 
than ihe takes,  is not wife in 
gu<rdir,g againft  mutual  pro­
hibition !

A n o t h e r  difcovery the H o n .  
G e n t l e m a n  has made is that 
co u n te rv a i l in g  duties are u n ­
f a i r — w h y ?  Becaufe the b r e w ­
ery o f  Ireland will  thereby be 
e f f e â u a l l y  protected. T h e

H o n .

M r. F o r s t f . r ,  Far.
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duties, v iz .  the Irifh, fhould 
hereafter be the port duties for 
both kingdoms. N o w  exper 
rience had proved that they 
were too low  to prore& Ire­
land,  and therefore Ireland had 
prayed, that they mis;ht be rai- 
fed. T h i s  4th Proportion 
therefore, makes Ireland pro- 
pofe a perpetual negative on 
her ow n application. So far 
was well — but a fear began to 
be entertained that as thefe 
l o w  duties would certainly 
leave the Irifh market open to 
Brit i ih  imports (perhaps to the 
ruin o f  Irifh manufacture, and 
therefore finally to the damage 
o f  Britain), fo, by  poflibility, 
thefe lo w  duties might now 
and then fuffer fome Irifh ma- 
nufaólure to efcape into the 
Brit i ih  market. Before the 
4th Propofition ihould be cf- 
tablifhed therefore, it was 
th ou gh t  advifeable, in the lat­
ter end o f  the third Propofi­
t ion,  to find an expedient, 
by  which Britain ihould have 
higher Protecting Duties than 
Ireland, without appearing to 
mean it. N o w  what was that 
expedient? T h e  principle o f  
countervailing duties —  T h a t  
is to fay, that the port duties, 
though too low for the protec­
tion o f  Ireland, ihould be 
equal ; but that the country,  
that had the higheft internal 
duties on confumption, might 
add to the port duty, a cou n ­
tervailing duty in proportion 
to its internal imports ; where­
b y  the before equal duties

would

M r .  F l o o d ,  Again/}.
Hon. Gentleman complains o f  
the report o f  the Engliih  Privy 
C o u n c i l ,  w ho  fay, that to put 
Ireland and England on a 
footing o f  exa'dt reciprocity as 
to Linen, Ireland ought to give 
a bounty on the exportation of  
E n g l i ih  Linens, becaufe E n g ­
land gives a bounty on the 
exportation o f  Iriih L inens.  
Can any thing be more juft ? 
Y e t  England makes no fuch 
demand, but is ready by  this 
adjuftment to give additional 
fecurity to our L in en  trade for 
ever. If,  indeed, the adjuft­
ment were to take away the 
benefit from Ireland, it would 
be a good caufe for rejecting 
it ; but as it for ever confirms 
all the advantages we derive 
from our Linen trade, and 
binds England from making 
any law  that ‘can be injurious 
to it ; furely G en t le m e n  w h o  
regard that trade, and whofe 
fortunes and rent depend on 
its profperity, will not enter­
tain a m om ent’s doubt about 
embracing the offer.

A n o th e r  o f  his curious o b ­
jections is, that as we have not 
a navy o f  our o w n ,  and i f  we 
aiîîft the navy o f  the empire, 
England w il l  turn that navy 
to her own ambitious purpofes. 
T o  what ambitious purpofes ? 
T o  the protection o f  that 
commerce and o f  thofe colo­
nies which are n o w  to be­
come ours.— In the moment 
that ihe gives up her m o n o ­
poly o f  colonies, ihe is ac-  
cufed o f  ambitious purpofes,

for
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w o u ld  becom e u n e q u a l .  N o w  
to folve this problem , w e  have 
o n ly  to afk,  w h i c h  o f  thefe  
k in g d o m s ,  n o w  has, and w hich  
o f  th e m ,  as r i c h e r , , mutt: a l ­
w a y s  be able to have, the h ig h -  
e it internal  duties on co n fum p-  
t ion ? U n d o u b te d ly  Br ita in .  
W h a t  fo l lows? T h a t  Ireland 
w a s  made, on  the c o u n t e r v a i l ­
i n g  principle, to  propofe, that 
Britain (hould have higher d u ­
ties againft Ir i ih  imports, than 
Ire land ihou ld  have againft 
B r it i ih  imports ; w h i c h  w a s ,  
firft, c o n t r a r y  to w h a t  Ireland 
h ad  defired;  and,  fecon d ly ,  
Was in i t fe l f  unreafonable ; be- 
ca u fe  certa inly  the w e a k e r  m a ­
n u fa ctu r in g  c o u n t r y  required 
m ore , protection than  the 
f tronger  j th o u gh  ihe w as  c o n ­
te n t  w i t h  a protection  equal  
t o  w h a t  B r ita in  had l o n g  e n ­
j o y e d ,  and b y  the lo n g  e n j o y ­
m e n t  o f  w h i c h ,  ihe had g a in ­
ed fu c h  ad vantage  g ro u n d ,  as 
Ireland co u ld  n ever  recover, 
n or  B r ita in  ever lofe,.

T h u s  Ireland w as made to 
propofe in the  2d, 3d and 4th 
o f  the  o rig inal  ten Propoli-  
t io n s ,  e ither im p l ic i t ly  or ex-  
p r e fs ly ,  a total re n u n c ia t io n  o f  
every  principle ihe had held,and 
o f  eve ry  fe u le m e n t  and a d v a n ­
tage  ihe  had obtained in that 
æra o f  about  five years, in 
w h i c h  Ireland gloried m ore,  
th a n  in  a n y  o th e r  period per­
haps o f  her ex i f te n ce .  Y e t  a 
bolder f tro k e  remained behind 
— and that w a s ,  by  the tenth 
o f  the original  R e fo lv e s ,  to

m ak e

M r. F l o o d ,  AgainJL

for  her feparate a g g ra n d iz e ­
m ent.

T h e  H o n .  G e n t le m a n  c o m ­
plains ,  that the B i l l  n o w  b e ­
fore the E n g l i ih  Parl iam ent 
makes it neceiiary that every  
proper and authentic  d ocu m e nt  
to prevent f m u g g l in g  ihou ld  
be fent by  the revenue officers 
o f  this co u n try  w ith  any f o ­
reign or plantation goods fent 
from hence to E n g la n d ,  b u t  
that the fame -precaution is 
not taken w ith  regard to the  
fame kind o f  goods fent from 
E ngland to Ireland. T h i s  is 
the itrongeil a rg u m e n t  for 
w ait in g  the introduction o f  
the  Iriih B i l l  ; it ipeaks the 
confc ioufnefs  o f  the E n g l i i h  
Pa r l iam e n t ,  that they could not 
prefcribe to our revenue offi­
cers w h a t  d o cu m e nts  ihould 
be fatisfadtory to  them  on re­
c e iv in g  goods from E n g la n d ,  
but that  the Iriih Parliament 
alone in their o w n  B i l l  could 
determine that  matter. It 
/hews the H o n .  G e n t le m a n  to 
be totally  ignorant  o f  w hat  e i ­
th er  is or  o u g h t  to  be the fub- 
itance  o f  the  Bill.

T h e  H o n .  G e n t le m a n  talks 
o f  bounties, and lavs, bv a-. j 1 j
b o l i fn in g  bounties  we ihall  no 
longe* be able to bring; cornO O  I
to this c ity  ; o u r  inland corn 
b oun ties ,  he fays, are to be 
turned into Protecting D u t ie s  
for E n g la n d .  A  ft range c o n ­
ception ! i iut  w h y  has he f ix ­
ed on corn and fiour ? I f  he 
had read the Retaliation on 
w h ic h  he is arguing,  he would 

M  ' have
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make Ireland propofe, to pay 
tribute, for this negative on all 
her defires, and for this re­
nunciation o f  all her principles 
and attainments— and to pay 
tribute in a manner peculiarly 
revolt ing, and repugnant, to 
thofe principles and attain­
ments- In the firft place, ihe 
was made to propofe, that Ire­
land ihould make a perpetual 
o-rant to the Britiih navy, 
w h i c h  Britain had never made 
to  her own n a v y ;  and, w h ich ,  
n o  free country,  ought to make 
to  armaments, that muft be 
under the command o f  the 
cro w n .  Ireland too, had, in 
this cafe peculiar reafon to de­
cl ine  any fuch idea. A b ove  
an  hundred years ago, in the 
fever o f  the reftoration, and in 
the infatuation o f  this k i n g ­
dom , Ireland had made a per­
petual grant,  for the fupport 
o f  an Iriih marine. T h i s  E n g ­
land never permitted to be ap­
plied. W h y ?  Becaufe  ihe 
w i  filed that Ireland ihould 
have no marine— becaufe ihe 
wifhed to have a monopoly o f  
N a v y  to herfelf— for what pur- 
pofe, let her fuBfequent c o n ­
duct to Ireland explain. W h a t  
followed? E n gl i ih  M inifters,  
in fpite o f  law ,  difappropriated 
this fund, and applied it to an 
overgro w n  land army, rather 
than to  a marine. T h e  de­
fence o f  this land army B r i­
tain had, and Ireland had the 
burden. W i t h  what grace 
could Britain, afterthis, come 
to Ireland, and fay,  you do

(  82
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have feen that corn and flouF 
are every where exempted.

A n o th e r  argument o f  the 
Hon. G e n t le m a n  is, that the 
declaring that neither country 
hereafter can lay any new 
prohibition on native produc­
tions, implies cu n n in gly  that 
it may on foreign. W h a t  an 
argument ! when the very 
firft principle o f  the fyftem 
is, that a mutual iuterchange 
o f  foreign commodities is for 
ever to take place between the 
tw o  kingdoms, and one even 
o f  the T w e n t y  Propofitions 
declares it in precife terms—  
B u t ,  the Hon. Gentlem an talks 
o f  prohibitions on exports, 
& c .  ; W o u l d  the Hon. G e n ­
tlemen wiih  to leave it in the 
power o f  either nation to pro­
hibit their native commodities 
from being exported to  the 
other ? would he wiih  to leave 
it in the power o f  England 
to prohibit the exportation o f  
coals, fait,  iron,  bark, hops,  
and m any other articles, or  to 
raife a revenue on thefe articles 
w hen  exported hither.

T h e  Hon.  G e n t le m a n  talks 
particularly o f  w ool.  1  ad­
mit  i f  you balance wool  againft 
w ool,  that his argument is 
r i g h t ;  but the juft  w ay  is to 
balance the w ho le  o f  the e x ­
ports ; — England engages ne­
ver to prohibit the export  o f  
articles w hich  are neceflary al- 
moft to our exiftence ,  and w e  
engage not to prohibit the e x ­
port o f  articles w hich  bring us 
in 500,00c!. a year. W e  are

)
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n o t  fupport a marine ; when 
Britain herfelf prevented Ire­
land from doing fo ? W h e n  
a  monopoly o f  navy w?s the 
choice  o f  Britain^ what right 
had ihe to fay, that Ireland 
ought to pay Britain, for her 
having her o w n  choice? W h e n  
Britiih Minif ters, contrary to 
legal appropriation, had ap­
plied the marine fund o f  Ire­
land to a land army for the 
convenience o f  Britain, what 
t ight  had they to come to Ire­
land to demand a new  marine 
fund ; and that, not for an 
Iriih maiinc, but for the B r i­
tiih N a v y  ? which was in effeCt 
to demand, that Ireland ihould 
for ever abdicate any marine, 
and make a formal recogni- 
t ion,  that ihe never ought to 
have a fea-guard of  her o w n  ?
A s  to the faCt o f  protection, 
does Britain keep a frigate for 
the protection o f  Ireland ? O r  
when the Stag  frigate was in 
our bay, was it for the pro­
tection o f  our trade ? But 
admitting that Britain ever fo 
m u ch ,  and at ever fo great 
charge,  did proteCt Ireland by 
her N a v y ,  I aik, has ihe not 
reafon, and is it not well worth 
her while, to do fo without 
any fuch tribute and humilia­
tion as this ? Ireland is w i l l ­
ing  to oblige Britain in every 
w a y  ihe can ; but yet with 
confcious dignity. W h a t  na­
tion would not proteCt Ireland 
w ith ou t  tribute, to w ho m  I r e ­
land were to give what (lie
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does give to Britain She
gives

M r .  F o r s t e r ,  For. 

to engage not to prohibit the 
export o f  W o o l len  and Linen 
^ arn, which we have e x ­
ported lor a whole century, 
and without keeping a market 
for the redundancy o f  which 
by export, we could net enfure 
plenty for our own manufac­
turers.

T h e  Gentlem an too totally 
miftakes the cafe o f  patents 
and copy-rights.  Britiih pa­
tents and copy-rights are pro­
tected in Britain by prohibi­
tion againft import. T h e  R e -  
folutions fay to us, tc ProteCt 
vour’s in like m au ner;” a mca- 
fure never yet adopted here, 
w hich muft promote genius,  
printing, and invention in Ire­
land.

I am aihamed, Sir, o f  tak-  
ihg up fo much o f  your time 
on a fubjeCt which might be 
fo eafily underitood by the 
loweit capacity ;  i  ihall there - 
foie quit  the Hon. Gentleman 
and come to the queltion o f  
conft itution, w hich I do not 
at all think involved in this 
fubjeCt. I f G r e a t  Britain grants 
us a full partnerihip in all her 
trade in all her colonies, i f  
{he admits us to a full parti­
cipation in the benefits o f  her 
Navigation laws, by w hich  
ihe has railed herfelf to be the 
greateft commercial power in 
the world ; if ihe does not 
call upon us to contribute to 
the expence o f  the partnerihip, 
but merely to receive ourihare 
o f  the profits, and fays, we 
may continue in that partner-

M  2 ihip



gives her the nomination o f  
her m onarch,  and therein o f  
her whole adminiftration, 
throughout every department ; 
a third eftatè in her iegifla- 
ture ; the creation o f  her peer­
age ; the influence over p lace­
m en and penfioners in the 
Houfe  o f  C o m m o n s  ; ihe gives 
her a m ighty  army ; the ufe 
o f  near a million and an half  
o f  yearly  revenue;  five m il­
l ion  a year in imports and in 
e x p o rts ;  above a million a 
year in abfentee expenditure, 
w hich  at the grievous i'flue o f  
one m il l ion  a year from Ire­
land, carries above 200,co o l ,  
a year in taxes into the B r i ­
tiih exchequer ; ihe gives her 
the ufe o f  three millions o f  
people in peace and w ar ,  and 
o f  feventecn millions o f  En£- 
l i ih  acres in an happy climate 
and o f  an happy foil, and fo 
fituated as to be the bell  friend 
or the worfl  enemy in the 
w orld  to Britain. In g iving 
her the nomination o f  her m o ­
narch,  Ireland gives to B r i­
tain, in effect, the powrr o f  
treating for her, with all the 
world ; and o f  declaring peace 
and war for her with all m an­
kind.  W h a t  follows? T h a t  
Ireland can have no enemies 
but  thofe who are made fo by 
Britain. And what follows 
from  that? T h a t  Britain is 
bound by every principle o f  
honour, as well as o f  interejt, 
to potecl Ireland, againft thofe 
enemies, which Britain creates 
to her* W h a t  afioniihment

then
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ihip only  fo long  as w e  chufe, 
can any man fay,  the condi­
tions o f  it amount to a furren­
der o f  our legiflature ? furely 
not,  it is idle fpeculation. 
L e t  us then look at the fubjeft,  
free from all im aginary dread 
for the conftitution.

Britain  imports annually  
from us 2,500,0001. o f  our 
products, all, or very nearly all ,  
duty free, and covenants ne­
ver to lay a duty on them . 
W e  import about i , o o o , o o o l .  
o f  hers, and raife a revenue 
on almoft every article o f  it, 
and referve the power o f  c o n ­
tinuing that revenue. She e x ­
ports to us fait for our fiiheries 
and provifions ; hops which  
we cannot g r o w ;  coals  w hich  
w e  cannot ra i fe ;  tin w hich 
w e  have not ,  and bark w hich  
w e  cannot get  elfewhere ; and 
all thefe w ithout referving any 
duty,  or a power to impofe 
any on them ; tho' her o w n  
fubjects pay 2,  3 ,  or 4s. a 
chaldron for her o w n  coals, 
fent coaftways, and in L o n d o n  
7s. W e  on the contrary 
charge a duty for our ow n ufe 
here on almoft every article w e  
fend to her. So m uch for e x ­
ports: nowT as to bounties,iheal-  
moft ruined our manufacture o f  
fail-cloth, by bounties 011 e x ­
port o f  her ow n to Ireland. In 
175 0 ,  or thereabouts, when 
her bounty commenced, we 
exported more than we impor­
ted, and in 1784 we exported 
none, and imported 180,000 
yards ; ihe now  withdraws that

bounty.
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then muft thinking men have 
felt,  at Ireland’s being brought 
for a moment to entertain fuch 
an idea ? and this too, at 
w h a t  time ? In three years af­
ter the after t ion o f  her national 
independence. F o r  I afk, 
w hat  country has ever been 
free, that could not protect it- 
fe lf?  W h a t  country can be 
independent, that relies for 
ever, on the prote&ion o f  ano­
ther nation ? Is not a con- 
feífton that you cannot protect 
yourfelf  a virtual cancelment 
o f  all pretenfions to indepen­
dence ? T h a t  fuch a tribute 
therefore ihould have been 
the virgin fancy o f  Indepen­
dent Ireland, muft have been 
aftonifhing. A n d  that it 
fhould have originated within 
three years o f  the laft war, 
muft encreafe one’s aftoniih- 
ment : for in laft war you had 
the ftrcfrigeft experience that 
the fa &  was falfe, on which the 
principle was grounded. Did 
the Britiih navy protect Ireland 
laft war ? N o — it did but pro­
tect G r e a t  Britain. D id  the 
Briti ih army protect Ireland ? 
N o — it was gone to America. 
D id  the lriíh army protect Ire­
land ? N o — it was gone to 
proteft  G r e a t  Britain. VVhac 
then did protect Ireland ? Ire­
land herfetf—  in other words, 
her Volunteers. T h e y  defend­
ed Ireland— and by defending 
Ireland they enabled Ireland to 
fend her army to defend G re a t  
Britain— that is, they in effect 
prote&ed both kingdoms— vet

; ]

bounty. A n d  let me digrefs 
here a little on fail-cloth,which 
although gentlemen aflk€t to 
defpife when mentioned, will  I  
truft be an immediate fource 
o f  wealth by this adjuftment. 
F o r  i .  T h i s  bounty is to be 
removed. 2. T h e  export  o f  
fail-cloth to the indies is to 
be allowed, and G reat  Britain 
exported there, in 17S 2 ,  about 
200,000 ells. 3. T h e r e  is a 
Britiih law,  obliging every 
Britiih and colony ihip to hâve 
its firft fuits o f  Britiih fail- 
cloth. Irifh n o w  is to be deem­
ed Brit i ih . 4. T h e r e  is a pre­
ference o f  2d. an ell given by  
Britiih law to Britiih fail-cloth, 
over foreign, for the Britiih 
navy. Iriih is now  to have 
the fame preference. 5. T h e  
furplus o f  the hereditary reve­
nue is to be applied in the firft 
place to the purchafe o f  Iriih 
fail-cloth. A ll  thefe give a 
glorious profp eâ  for that valu­
able manufacture— But to re­
turn, were a man to look for 
the country moft advantageous 
to fettle rrtanufit&ure in, what 
would be his choice ? O n e  
where labour and provilions 
are cheap; that is Ireland; and 
what would he next look for ? 
why to have a rich, extended 
and fteady market near him, 
which England ft retched a- 
long-fide affords, and to efta- 
blilh that market for this 
country,  is one grca»t object 
o f  this fyftem. G entlem en 
undervalue the réduction o f  
Britifh duties on our manufac­

tures;
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the fafhion has o f  late been 
w ith  fome men in both k in g ­
doms to revile that illuflrious 
body. T h e  curfe o f  ingrati­
tude has fallen on the nation, 
and the Independence o f  Ire­
land having th ro w n  away its 
i la f f  has began to totter.

I  have fpoken o f  the ioth 
R e fo lv e ,  as it ftood numbered, 
in the original Propoiitions. 
I t  became the 11 th, as the Pro­
pofitions went from the Iriih 
Parliament to Britain. T h i s  
change,  in the number and 
arrangement,  arofe, from the 
addition o f  one Proportion,  
and one only in Ireland ; which 
w as  but prefatory to the tenth, 
and therefore was inferted be­
fore it. A s  it has been aflert- 
ed, I cannot doubt, the inten­
tion o f  it to have been «econo­
m y  and limitation. Y e t  it was 
fo expreifed, that I thought it, 
as l ike ly ,  to lead to further 
n e w  taxes at leaft, as to pre­
vent the further accumulation 
o f  debt. A t  all events, the 
fa i t  is, that the R ight  Hon. the 
Secretary, juft  took advantage 
o f  that added Refolve, fo far, 
as to make it a ground on 
w h ic h  to afk 14.0,c o o l ,  a year 
o f  n e w  taxes, and to get them 
— W h y ?  T h a t  our income 
m ig h t  be equal to our expence. 
A n d  to what end ? T h a t  we 
m ig h t ,  in confequcnce, give 
a w a y  the fpecified furplus o f  
hereditary revenue. T h a t  is, 
he faiâ thus in ef fef l,  “  Y o u r  
eftabliihments which are form ­
ed by Brit i ih  M injfters, are

too

M r. F l o o d ,  Againjî.

tu res ; I agree w ith  them it 
may not operate foon, but we 
are to look forward in a final 
fettlement, and it is impoifibîe 
but that in time, with as good 
climate, equal natural powers, 
cheaper food, and fewer taxes, 
w e  muft be able to fell to 
them. W h e n  commercial je a ­
loufy ihall be baniihed b y  
final feulement, and trade take 
its natural and fleady courfe,  
the kingdoms will ceafe to look 
to rivalthip, each w i l l  make 
that fabric which  it can do 
cheapeft,  and buy from the 
other w hat  it cannot make fo 
advantageouily. L a b o u r  will  
be then truly employed to 
profit, not diverted by duties, 

bounties,jealoufies or legiflative 
interference, from its natural 
and beneficial cou rfe ;  this 
fyftem wil l  attain its real o b ­
je c t ,  confolidating the ftiength 
o f  the remaining parts o f  the 
empire, by encouraging the 
communications o f  their m ar­
ket among themfelves, w ith  
preference to every part againft 
all ftrangers.

I need not mention the N a ­
vigation A £ l, the proper bene­
fits o f  w hich  we have fo long 
looked for ; I  will  only  obferve, 
that G r e a t  Britain could never 
agree to receive the Britiih 
C olon ies ’ goods from us, unlefs 
w e  prohibited the goods o f  
foreign Colonies as ihe does, 
w hich is a powerful  argument 
for that part o f  the fyftem a- 
gainft theconftitutionalphren- 
z y  that threatens it. L e t  us

alfo
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too  great for your revenue ; 
we have refufed to retrench ; 
and yet we expe& a part o f  
your inadequate revenue to be 
fent to Britain.— Neither will 
w e  quarrel with you,  for fay­
ing,  that the inpome ought to 
be equal to the expence of  
G overn m en t,  provided the e- 
qual ity is not to arife from re­
trenchment but from new 
taxes. O n  the contrary, w e  
w i l l  join you heartily in raif- 
in g  140,0001. a year o f  new 
taxes, to enable you to part 
with  the fpecified furplus o f  
yourold  duties.”  B u t  no fooner 
had the R ig h t  Hon. Secretary 
got  the new  taxes, under the 
cover o f  this Refolution, than 
the Refolution as to all other 
Purpofes was laid afide ; nor 
did he condefcend to have a 
queftion put upon that added 
Refolve  in the Britiih Parlia­
ment.  T h u s  funk into con- 
tumeliou? annihilation, the 
only  Refolve that originated 
in Ireland. It  was conceived 
in fraud, and it was dropped 
in infult.

Su ch ,  and fo inadmiilible 
were thefe Propofitions, before 
they entered the Britiih Parli­
ament. Hence it was,  that they 
were hurried through the Iriíh 
Parl iament,  that no man might 
have time to fee to the bottom 
o f  them, or to explain them 
to  the public .  Short as the 
moment was, I faw a glimple 
o f  their tendency, and endea­
voured to obtain time, that a 
preoccupied public,  might have

Jeifure
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alfo obferve, that now, for the 
firft time, G re a t  Britain offers 
us a right for ever in all prefent 
and future Colonies, without 
any refervation o f  power, to 
call on us either to procure, 
fupport, or preferve them ; Jhe 
maintains them, we ihare all 
the profits ; and, not only  
their goods, but all goods o f  
Iriih produce, are to pafs 
through Britain duty free. C a n  
foreign nations, after this is 
fettled, make diftinction b e­
tween Britiih and Iriih goods ? 
O u r  manufactures will  be uni­
ted as our interefts, and we 
ihall  laugh at Portugal folly,

I could run out for hours 
into the many benefits o f  this 
fyflem, but I have tired the 
Houfe too l o n g ;  let me only 
implore you not to reject this 
meafure for ill-founded, v i -  
lionary objections, or to facri- 
fice realities to ihadows. I f  
this infatuated country gives 
up the prefent offer, ihe may 
look for it again in vain ; 
things cannot remain as they 
are ; commercial jealoufy is 
rouzed, it will increafe with 
tw o  independent legiilatures, 
i f  they dont mutually declare 
the principles whereby their 
powers ihall be feparately em­
ployed in direfiing the co m ­
mon concerns o f  trade ; and 
w ithout an united intereft o f  
commerce, in a commercial 
empire, political union will 
receive manv Ihocks, and repa­
ration o f  interefts muft threaten 
leparation o f  connexion, which

every
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leifure to  underhand them ; 
all was fever for a (hart time —  
but they had fcarce got to 
Br ita in ,  before the public be­
gan to recover from its error.- 
Í he contrary was reported to 

M inifters ,  and believed in B r i ­
tain. W h a t  was the confe­
r e n c e  ? Ireland was thought 
to  have fallen into fuch a ftate 
o f  infatuation and dejedtion, 
that any th ing  might be at­
tempted w ith  fuccefs. Hence, 
in the 20 Piopofit ions, a bolder 
hand appears every where. 
T h e  R i g h t  Hon.  Secretary,  
w he n  he firft mentioned the 
idea o f  tribute, did it with a 
trembling diffidence; and m en­
tioned it, not as a condition on 
the part o f  Britain ; but as his 
p r e f e m i m e n t ,  o f  fpontaneous 
generoiity on the part o f  Ire­
land. T h e n  dclicately and ti- 
m or ou fly was it uihered in, at 
the end oi the Propofitions in 
the firit ft age— but in the laft 
exhibition, it ftarids immedi­
ately after the preamble, and in 
the van o f  that hoft o f  Propofi­
tions to w h ich  the original ten 
have encreafed. Here too it 
Hands in a different form ; as 
a peremptory demand and ab- 
iolute condit ion,  to be fulfilled 
in all its parts ( im ply ing  dif- 
truft)before a ftep is to be t^ken 
by Britain. In the con fide ra­
tion o f  this tribute, the 20th 
Propofition muft be combined 
with  this fecçnd Refaire, in 
order to fee the whole altera­
tion. N o w  what are the alte­
rations that have been made in 
i  * the

M r, F l o o d ,  Againjl.
every honeft Iriibman muft 
fhudder ever to look at as a 
poilible event.

I will only  add, that i f  this 
meafure be refufed, Ireland 
wil l  receive more folid injury 
than from any other ev:l that 
ever befcl her ; it is in vain for 
Gentlemen to th ink w e  can 
go on as we have done for fome 
years— or to expert  to cope 
with England in a deftrudtive 
war of bounties— our fituation 
muft every day become more 
difficult, and it is impolîîble to 
forefee all the ruinous confe- 
quences that may enfue.

Mr. F o r s t e r ,  For.

J .  H .  H u t c h i n s o n ,  Efq. For.
He prefented a petition from 

C o r k ,  praying that the Refolu­
tions, i f  not rejected, fhould be 
poftponed till the next fefîion 
o f  Parliament. T h e  adjourn­
ment was propofed for th e p u r-  
pofe o f  g iv ing  the fulleft time 
to the public to confider the 
B i l l ,  which had been that day 
moved for, with a declara­
tion o f  not taking up the mea­
fure till the next  feiîion o f  
Parliament, and an ailurance 
that it w ould ,  never be taken 
up, if  not called f o r ’ by the 
public voice. T h a t  the M i n i -  
fter w ho held fuch language 
was intitled to the public e -  
fteem, and to iliare in the tri­
umph which a learned G e n t l e ­
man had fo eloquently expreif- 
ed. He was alfo for the ad­
journment, becaufe he was

' againft
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the Iriíh grant by the 20th Pro­
portion ? if t .  1 he grant was 
conditional,  and the 20th 
makes it abfoJute. In war, at 
all events, the fpeciiied fur- 
plus was to be given to the 
Brit i ih  N av y  as the Refolves 
left Ireland ; but in peace, no­
thing might be given. T h u s  
Ireland feemed to be at a cer­
tainty not to give more, with  a 
poiîibility o f  not g iv in g  fo 
m uch.—  But by the 20th Pro­
portion,  this certainty is taken 
a w a y ,  and the reverie is efta- 
bliihed. T h a t  is to fay, it is 
made certain that Ireland ihall 
never give lefs, but that in 
war,  (he ihould lie open to an 
unlimited demand. In other 
words, it is made certain that 
on the firft war there ihould 
b e  a rupture between the na­
tions,  w h ich ,  conlidering the 
diftruft that this fyftem would 
infpire, might probably be fa­
tal. T h u s  the nature and 
quantum of the Iriih grant was 
altered. T h e  application, too, 
by  the Iriih Parl iament, was 
conceived to be referved as a 
right to be exercifed from time 
to  time, and to be adapted 
to circumftances that 110 man 
can forefee. I  he 20th Pro­
portion  cuts o f f  this free ex-  
ercife o f  Parliamentary autho­
rity  in the application o f  it's 
grant,  and requires the appli­
cation to be made, now and 
for ever, by one act. Laft ly , 
a perpetual revenue bill in e f ­
fect is demanded —  perpetual 
duties are unconftituiional e-

n o u g h

M r .  H u t c h i n s o n ,  Far.
againft the Refolution intend­
ed to be propofed. T h a t  the 
Refolution implied a contra­
diction oi the declarations 
made by the tw o  Houfes o f  
Parliament in G re a t  Britain, 
in their addrefs to the T h r o n e ,  
and to the Bill  o f  the Brit i ih  
Houfe o f  C o m m o n s,  both 
o f  w hich declared, in the 
moft explicit terms, that the 
In ih  Paijiament was alone 
competent to make laws for 
Ireland ; and to the objection, 
that the Houfe ihould make 
fuch a declaration as well as 
the lîi iti ih Houfes o f  Parlia­
ment, he anfvvered, that it 
was done by the Bill  n o w  
moved for, which would be 
printed and difperfed through 
the kingdom, i t  was faid that 
the Hill introduced a new com ­
mercial fyftem in refpect to 
the Britiih colonies, different 
in principle from that o f  1 7 7 9 ;  
he denied it, and infilled that 
by  the unanimous refolution 
o f  the Houfe o f  C o m m o n s in 
that year, the liberty fo grate­
fully accepted by Ireland was 
a liberty o f  trading with thofe 
colonies u  in like manner as 
“  trade was carried on between 
“  G r e a t  Britain and them.”  
T h a t  on that principle their 
feveral laws were palTed from 
that year to the preient time, 
and in thofe laws the fame du­
ties, regulations, prohibitions 
and reftri£tions were introdu­
ced as in the Britiih laws,  e x ­
cept in the inftance o f  rum, 
w h ich  was excepted in the

N  B i l l ,
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nough in themfelves, and de­
rogatory e n o u g h  from Parlia­
ment.— A  perpetual bill f o r  
collecting perpetual duties 
would make the matter much 
worfe. W e r e  the whole he­
reditary revenue to go  as ufual 
to Iiifh fervices, w hat  man 
would fuffer a perpetual reve­
nue bill for its collection ? 
A n y  que ft ion approaching to 
fuch an idea, has been always 
received with peculiar alarm. 
H o w  monftrous the/i was the 
idea contained in this propo­
r t io n  ? A n d  what does it de­
mand ? N o  lefs, than that 
Ireland fhonld make a perpetual 
revenue bill for the whole  he­
reditary revenue, becaufe ihe 
w a s  about to give away a 
part o f  that revenue to B r i ­
tain. It is difficult to ilate 
any thing more extravagant 
than this.

T h e  2d o f  the 20 Propo­
s i o n s ,  declared, that, 011 the 
full performance o f  the condi­
tion o f  tribute, a full partici­
pation o f  commerce ihould be 
given to Ireland. I his is 
doubly faliificd by what fol­
lows : this makes the tribute 
the f i le  condition, and yet, 
afterwards, condition is added 
to condition, infomuch, that 
in the Britiih Bill,  founded on 
the Propofitions, there are 
twenty-three indifpenfable and 
fundamental conditions. It is 
iulfilled again by the very next, 
as well as by fubfequent claufes 
o f  re ihicl ion, that prove that 
the participation is not to be

V:r full.

M r .  F l o o d ,  Againjl. ,
M r. H u t c h i n s o n ,  For* 

B i l l ,  a n d  one or tw o  articles 
o f  little importance, i t  was 
objected, that by the Bil l  they 
were to have no feleCtion; he 
thought it unjuil  they ihould 
have any, becauie G r e a t  B r i ­
tain herfelf had none ; that 
they had accepted the trade on 
the fame terms G r e a t -Britain 
enjoyed it, and that it was  ab- 
furd to expert it on any other. 
T h a t  whatever G re a t  Britain  
and Ireland could iupply, the 
colonies could take from no 
other country, and whatever 
the colonies could fupply, the 
two kingdoms ought only  to 
take from them, for that was 
the t;ue principle o f  colonial 
connection. H e iniiiled that 
no ch an ge  whatever was made 
by the Bil l  in the indepen­
dence o f  the Iriih legi ilature; 
that the E n gli ih  colonies and 
fettlements were the property 
o f  G r e a t  Britain, and every 
co u n try  had as good a right 
to grant its property on c o n ­
dition, as an individual. T h e  
natuie o f  a condition was,  that 
t e perfon w h o  had accepted 
the grant was at liberty not 
to perform the condition, and 
to rclinquifb the grant on one 
fide, the grantor is fure that 
his property was not to be e n ­
joyed longer than the con ­
dition was performed ; and on 
the other lide, the grantee was 
at liberty not to perform the 
condition, and to determine 
the grant.

He obferved, that the co n ­
dition expeited from Ireland

was



full. T o  fpeak at prefer)t o f  the 
third, what does that except ? 
N o t  lefs than all the countries 
between the Cape of G ood 
Hope and the Straits o f  M a ­
gellan, containing in the leaft 
exaggerated eftimate a fourth 
part o f  the ten aqueous globe, 
over and above what Britain 
has any title o f  property to in 
that region. W e  read with 
furprife o f  a Roman Pontif f  
granting one hemifphere roonc 
prince, and another hemifpherc 
to another prince, and here 
w e  lee half  an hemifphere cut 
of} from Ireland in a pareil - 
thefis ; and that, in a résolu­
tion purporting to extend the 
commerce o f  Iieland. T h i s  
parenthelis in the 3d, is detail­
ed in the gth Proportion. A s  
to both, I ihall only  fay this, 
that i f  Ireland is now  under 
no re f tr iâ ion  as to her Eaft 
Indian commerce, fuch a re- 
ftraint is not tit to be a part o f  
a fyftem o f  commercial exten- 
fion, for which Ireland fhouid 
be expe&ed to pay ; and if Ire­
land be under any reftpétínn* 
as to her Eaft Indian commerce, 
it is only  by a law o f  her o w n ,  
and by a voluntary and unil i- 
pulateJ a d  o f  her Parliament 
in favour o f  the Britiih Eail  
India com pany) merely becaule 
it is Britiih. Such a conduct 
on the part of Ireland, fhews 
h o w  little fuch hard conditions 
are either neceflary or deferv- 
ed. It is fooliih in any nation 
to bind itfelf, for ever, to 
the exift ing monopoly of any

other
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was o f  the moil honourable 
n ature;  it was no more than 
this— that ihe ihould enjoy 
the property o f  Great  Britain 
on the very fame terms on 
w hich it was enjoyed by G r e a t  
Britain herfelf, and whenever 
Ireland did not choofe to en - 
jov  it on thofe terms, that 
then each nation was to re­
turn precifelv to the commer­
cial fituation in which fhew as  
now placcd. He faid G re a t  
Britain had granted her c o ­
lony trade on no other terms, 
and that, in juftice to the 
whole Empire,  ihe could have 
granted it 011 no oth er ;  for 
that other wife the whole ma-* 
ritime and commercial fyftem 
of G reat  Britain would be at 
the feet o f  Ireland. He ad­
verted to the articles o f  union 
between England and Scotland, 
and faid, that event, fo long 
deiired by England,  had been 
obftruCied for many agrs by 
Scotland’s infifting upon hav­
ing the benefits o f  trading 
with the Engli ih  Colonies,and 
or the b nglilh navigation laws. 
W  hat Scotland had been long 
refufed, and had at lail o b ­
tained by parting with the 
fovereignty o f  her lrgiflature, 
was granted to Ireland as a 
free gift on the condition o f  
fimilar laws, and while that 
ihould be performed, was then 
offered to be perpetuated to 
her, without infringing, in 
the fmalleft degree, on the un- 
queftioncd independence o f  
her Jegiilature; and that w hen 

N % Scot-
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other nation ; but to bind it- Scotland had confented to an 
f e l f  to  th e  fu ture  and pofl ible ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  u n i o n ,  the  w a s  
but unexif l ing  monopolies o f  fo anxious for the fecurity o f  
any other nation, would be a thofe  favourite objects, that
folly  much more than com- ihe infifted on an exprels pro-
m on. M a n y  people th ink,  vifion for that purpofe. W o u l d
that it w ould  not be risiht for any man then have forefeen
Britain to perpetuate this mo- that thofe advantages could
nopoly ,  as to herfelf.— N o w  ever have been granted to ano-
fuch a co n tra# ,  on the part o f  ther kingdom, with a v ie w  to
Ireland, would have a ten- no other union but that ot m -
tlency to perpetuate that m o- tereft and aft'e&ion ? T h e p r i n -
nopolv,  whilft  the freedom o f  ciple o f  a fimilarity o f  laws be-
Jreland from fuch a c o m p a d ,  tween the tw o  kingdoms as 
mipht, according to fome able far as related to colonies, 
opinions, be a means o f  dif- ihips and feamen, had been ef- 
folving that monopoly by de- tablifhed by feveral Irtfh fta- 
grees, i f  fuch a meafure were tutes, from the year 1780 to 
deemed to be beneficial. A t  the prefent feffion. T o  fup- 
all  events, it cannot be the port this, he repeated the pre-  
intereft o f  Ireland to be for amble o f  one ot tnofe a£tsj 
ever bound during the exift- the 19th and 20th G e o .  I I I .  
erice o f  fuch monopolies— nor the fpirit o f  w hich  had been 
after they (hall ceafe, to give iince uniformly agreed to.
u p  h e r  legif lat ion as to io la rg e  “  Whereas fuch part of the trade

a  p . , n o n  o f  f i r , * ,  .rade,  by  f a g .
fubjecring herielr to tne du- and t ^e j/h fettJements on

ties, regulations and prohibi- th e  coait o f  A f r i c a ,  ai w as n ot  e n jo y -  

tions that may from time to ei *>7 ‘ h's kingdom previous to this
, 1 • 1 L l  r> *.. * ru  prelent feiiion, can be enjoyed and have

time, be laid by the brit iih  [o /ongj a J  in fuch cafes
Parliament on the produce o f  only as the goods to be imported from 
that immenfe region w hich the faid co 'on ies, p lantations, or fe tt le -  

1 m cn ts j  into this k in g d o m , or to be e x -
lies between the C a p e  o f  G o o d  portcd, from this kin8gdon; to the raid 
H ope and the Straits oi Ivla- colonies, plantations or fe tt le m e n ts ,  ihall 
pellan be to  equal duties and draw backs,

°  I f  the trade o f  Ireland could and ,be fubjed,  to„th' . famc ‘ ' Z ' l - t ’regulations and reftri ihons as the l ik e  
be extended by e x C i U Í l O n ,  tile goods are liable and fuhjeit to upon b e -  
?d and Qth Propolitions would ing  imported from the faid co lon ies,

deferve our thanks, as far as <“ ior s ™d E lem ents into Great
. i l  l *  • B rita in , or exported thence to fuch c o -

th e  A l iat lC  w o r l o  and Its Cir- lon ies ,  plantations c r  fett lem ents r e -

'  cumjacencies are concerned, fp e d iv e ly . ' 3
B u t  this third Proportion takes T h a t  one o f  thofe flatures,
jn another object. it ftrikes pafled in the year J782,ena6t-
a t  o u r  trade in  all  f c r e i g n  ed th at  p r i n c i p l e  w i t h  m u c h

fpirits, greater
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fpirits, and confequently muil greater extent than the Bil l  
injure our whole trade and in- then moved for ; for that con-  
tercourfe with France, Spain, fined it to the colony fyf- 
Portugal  and America. Add tern, and to the ihippine; and 
to this,  as to America, the feamen, but the adt o f  178a 
16th Propofition, which  has not only adopted the principle 
for its objedt foreign  trade in thofe articles, but extends 
o n l y ;  and, as a branch o f  that, it generally to a fimilarity in 
fubjedts our imports from the the laws o f  commerce, pro- 
independent States o f  A m erica  vided thofe laws impofed equal 
to  fuch duties, regulations and reilraints, and conferred equal 
prohibitions as the Brit i ih  benefits on the fubjedts o f  
Parliament ihall from time to both kingdoms ; and enadted 
time think fit to impofe on all fuch thu fes  and proviiions 
Britain ; as to all articles made in England or G re a t  
iimilar to thofe that are pro- Britain, in any ftatute made 
duced in the Britiih Colonies  in England or G re a t  Britain, 
or  Settlements. N o w ,  what fave fo far as they have been 
articles can A m erica  fend to altered or repealed, to bind 
us, to w h ich ,  iimilar articles the fubjedts o f  Ireland only  
are not, or  may not be pro- fo long as they bind the fub- 
duced in fome o f  the Colonies jedts o f  G re a t  Britain. T h e  
or Settlements o f  Britain ? A  whole o f  the prefent adt ihew- 
great revolution took place, as ed, that a iimilarity o f  trade 
to the relative fituation o f  A -  laws was the objedt ; and the 
merica and Ireland, about the duration, while they were 
year 178 2.  In a commercial laws in G re a t  Britain, {hewed 
confideration in 178 5,  the ch ie f  a v iew  to the future as well  
objedt that Ireland could pof- as the paît. T h e  prefent Bill  
fibly have was Am erica .  T h e  annexed the fame condition 
reit o f  the world, compara- o f  equal reítraints and bene- 
tively fpeaking, was mortgaged fits to the laws relative to the 
and pre-occupied. T h e  new  colonies, to ihipping and fea- 
flates were unengaged. M u c h  men ; and o f  that equality the 
Iriih blood circulates in A -  Iriih legiflature was to judge 
merica, and there is no fmall as well as the Britiih ; and if, 
partiality towards Ireland in at any time, the adherence 
thofe ftates. W a s  this a thing to that retrained fimilarity 
for Ireland to throw aw ay ?  ihould be found prejudicial to 
O r  was it the found and per- Ireland, her two Houfes o f  
manent intereit of  Britain, that Parliament /night determine 
Ireland ihould fo throw it a- the fettlement, and bring them 
w ay  ? I f  there be a ftring, by back to their prefent con- 
w hich  Britain can recover the dition. He then affirmed as

affections a law-

[ 9 3 3
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affeftions o f  America, it is a 
fir ing which Ireland holds out 
to her. T h e  5th Propofition; 
o f  the 20, extends to all our 
imports from Colonies foreign 
as well as Britiih, and iubjecis 
them to the fame duties, re­
gulations and prohibitions 
w h ich  the Britifh Parliament 
ihall th ink proper to adopt in 
Britain. T h i s  neither con- 
iifts with Free T r a d e ,  nor 
w ith  independent legiflation. 
T h e  8th extends to all thole 
exports o f  Ireland that in 1780 
were exempted, and (ubjects 
them, in going to the Britifh 
Colonies or Settlements, to 
fuch dunes, drawbacks and 
regulations, as that they may 
not be exported with lefs in ­
cumbrance o f  duty or impofi- 
tion than the like goods going 
from G re a t  Britain. T h i s  
iubje<3s our export trade to the 
Colonies  to difadvantages from 
which  it is at prefent free.—  
Is this exteniion and tracer  Is 
this a thing to be paid for ? 
W e  have ju i l  attained the 
trade o f  candles to the W e i t  
Indies— T h i s  would deftroy it. 
Capital is a greater*advantage 
than poverty— l 'h e  only ad­
vantage o f  the latter, is free­
dom from incumbrance— And 
this Proportion  deprives Ire­
land o f  that. Is this for the 
intereft o f  the empire ? C e r ­
tainly  n o t ;  unlefs the inteïefl: 
o f  the empire be the ruin oF" 
Ireland ; and i f  fo, the prof- 
perity o f  the empire would 
not be the intercll  o f  Ireland.

N o w

M r. F l o o d  Againjl.
a lawyer, that the o f
J7 8 2,  did afnrm the principle 
that he had dated ; he ca]l- 
ed upon the gentlemen of the 
long robe to lay, whether he 
was miftaken,. and if  he was 
not contradicted, it m uil  be 
taken as granted, that the 
principle then objected to was 
at that time advanced w ith  
greater latitude;  and w hen 
was it acknowledged ? A t  a 
time when the independence 
o f  their legiilature had been re­
cently  cftabliíhed, and when j 7 
the fpirit o f  liberty was as 
high as it ever had appeared in 
any country. W i t h  whom did 
that principle originate ? W i t h  
fome o f  the foremoft anertors 
o f  the liberties o f  Ireland, the 
late and prefent chief  Baron,  

' the prefent Attorney G en era l ,  
and M r .  G rattan  ; for thofe 
refpeâable  men were the per* 
fons appointed to prepare the 
a<S. T h e  generality o f  the 
expreilions in that law m igh t  
poilibly have occalionej  e x -  
prelftons of  a firr.ilar import in 
fome o f  the lii iti ih proceed­
ings, but thofe expreilions had 
been fufficiently reltrained, and 
the object had been placed be­
yond the poflibility o f  doubr, 
bv the addrefs of  the tw o 
Houíés o f  Parliament in G re a t  
Britain, and by the Engli ih  
B i l l . . .

Her faid, they were now  
alarmed at a principle repeat­
edly recognized by their ow n 
afts,  and at a condition which 
they at fiht received with gra-<

titude,

M r. H u t c h i n s o n ,  For.
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N o w  thefe, in my mind, are 
noxious doctr ines  and a fvf-7 J

tern that fu^gefts them cannotCO
meet with my fupport.

In a word ; wnat follows? 
T  hat we ought to put an end 
to the bufinefs, and the fooner 
that we do it the better. T h e  
public has been too long agi­
tated already— T h e  only good 
that has refulted, is, that 
both nations, may fee, that 
there is nothing in commerce 
about w hich  they ought to 
quarrel. T e m p e r  has been 
flie wn on both fides, and I 
hope it will lemain. The im­
portance o f  the fubject de­
manded free difcuilion, and 
that neither kingdom (liould 
feel refentment, or chagrin, 
at the deliberation o f  the other. 
In private and in public,  I 
have always faid fo, from the 
commencement o f  this quef- 
tion ; and, the event, has con­
firmed m e in that i'enti- 
ment f .

•f- ["Mr. F!o>d, in the  courfe o f  his 
fpcech, took n-jtice o f  a declaration 
made on a former occafion by M r .  F ftz -  
g ib b on , w h o  had faid he n ever would 
fupport any m eafu ie  detrimental to the 
inter*-ft s o f  I ie lan d , W h ic h  decla-ation 
M r .  F iczg iobon rofe and repeated. M r .  
Flood alfo faid, a R ight H o n o u r - le 
G e n tle m a n  opposite to h im  ( M r .  Foif-  
ter) had voted  againlt a declaration o f  
R ig h ts  ; and before he fac dow n, he 
to o k  notice o f  w h a t  M r  Qrde had faid 
relative to P aten ts , C o p y - r ig h t s ,  and 
other m inute  particulars.]

M r. F l o o d ,  Aga'inji.

titude, and had fince uniform­
ly performed without mur­
mur ; nor could it ever have 
been thought fair or equal be­
tween the two countries, that 
Ireland ihould have the bene­
fit o f  the Britiih Navigation 
fyftem, and not fubmit to it 
herfelf.

He faid, the Refolution pro* 
pofed would be a cenfure on 
the Britiih Minifter , who de- 
ferved very different treatment 
from them, for having encoun­
tered the miftaken prejudices 
o f  many of* his o w n  country­
men to promote the interefts 
c f  that kingdom, and the 
ftrength and prosperity o f  the 
whole Britiih empire. He faid, 
it would be unjuft to condemn 
the B i l l  before the majority o f  
the Houfe was apprifed o f  its 
contents, and before the k in g ­
dom had conlidered it. T o  
their difpailionate and unpre- 
judicedopinion it was referred; 
with that view, and becaufe he 
could fafely affirm that the Bill  
contained not a fyllable inju­
rious to their constitutional 
rights,  he had voted for the 
introduction o f  it.

M r. H u t c h i n s o n ,  For.

M r
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[ M r .  Connolly faid^ that the 
R ig h t  Hon. young M a n ,  at 
prefent the Britiih Minifter-, 
had made no ftruggles for Ire­
land at all, nor did he deferve 
t o  be panegyrized. Had he 
thought fit to have interfered 
with  his  weight  in favour o f  
Ire land,  it was impoffible hut 
that his power and influence 
muft  have prevailed.]

T h e  H oufe divided, 

For leave to bring 

Againil

M r . Hutck njon^ n rep.lv, laid, 
that he confidered the Britiih 
M inifter  entitled to the ac­
knowledgments o f  that co u n ­
tr y ;  that he had refilled the 
petitions o f  berween fifty and 
fixty o f  the principal trading 
cities and towns o f  G r e a t  B r i ­
tain, and the oppofition o f  ma­
ny o f  the principal m an u fac­
turers o f  England,  w h o  de­
clared their intentions o f  re­
m oving with their capitals to 
that k ingdom, and had repeat­
ed their evidence before the 
Houle  o f  Lords o f  G r e a t  B r i­
tain,  under the fa n & io n  o f  an 
oath. T h a t  a conduct direct­
ed to the good o f  the w h o le  
empire, in oppofition to the 
clamours o f  fuch a multitude 
o f  manufacturers, deferved 
praife; but he flattered no man: 
he had not the honour o f  
bein^ know n to the Brit i íh  
ivlimfter ; his M a je f t y ’s favour 
and his o w n  fituation rendered 
him independent o f  all M i n i f ­
ters.

M r. H l ' t c h í n s o n ,  For.
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