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S I X T H  E D I T I O N .

Iron and Steel M amfaflures, o f  every Kind.

P A G E  1 4  T O  2 1 .

I f  a drawback or bounty, equal to the duty on foreign 
iron, ihould be granted when exported, thefe articles pro
bably never will go to Am erica to any amount, but from 
G rea t Britain. T h e  caft-iron manufactory has had great 
fuccefs in fome parts o f Am erica ; the other manufactures 
o f  iron there are very inconfiderable, except fcythes and 
axes ; the latter o f which are preferred, chiefly on account 
o f  the ihape being better calculated to anfwer the purpofe 
for which they are wanted, than thofe made in England, 
and they bear a higher price*. Occafionally other arti
cles are as well made in Am erica by ingenious workmen, 
chiefly emigrants ; but whatever they make is at an expence

*  I t  is faid the American fcythes and axes are better than the 
Britifh, becaufe the Americans tile the belt foreign non for the pur- 
nofe, while the Briti fh manufailurers are perhaps, too carelefs as to 
the materials they ufe,  taking the read.eft or the cheapeft forts o f  
iron.  Manufacturers in general are too inattentive to the good- 
nefs or fitnel's o f  the raw materials they ufe. However,  the N e w -  
England axes having got  a great c h a r t e r ,  large quant,t,es before 
the revolt were made in Britain l ike them, were fent to A m e n c a ,  
and iV.ld as N e w -E n g la n d  axes, and anfwered as well .
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o5at leaft three times the amount o f  w hat the fame- article
Could be imported from Europe. It is-w ell known htuj 
much we furpafs the world in the manufaftures o f iron andjleel. 
A t  L iege fome articles may be cheaper ; nails may be had 
cheaper there, but they are clumfy, and do not fuit the 
American market. ï  rench and Dutch nails were found 
to be ill manufactured, and made o f brittle iron.

Some Englijh and American iron poffeffes the quality oftoueh- 
t f s m  a high degree, and undoubtedly tough foft Iron is ‘the 
beft for making wire and many other articles ; but it is very'

fcr ‘ makl,1̂ ,  ,a nai]’ a hoe>-an- axe, a fcythe, and 
many oiner valuable articles ; for thefe it is neceffary to 
have iron of other qualities added to the quality of touKh- 
neis i be o f a found, firm, durable, ftrong body or
texture, and for edge tools particularly m ull in its nature 
have a readinefs o f  joining with fteel ; that is, in making the 
tool, the iron m u ft cohere and unite itfelf with the fteel fo 
as to make one found and folid body. It is known mH 
S Í T Í  «ha, „ o  gooJ fteel „ »  b^ n i ,  e x c e T f t l

f i lT n io  flr0n- 1n m0re natural that that iron ihould be 
d'fpofed to jo in  .beft with fteel ; the fa£t too confirms it
Swedifh iron makes the beft axe, fcythe, & c.  Ruffia iron

th f S m ln Pomt o f  character and quality, to
t  J Z  l Y  !S VTery fit for nails> which require no 
ju n â io n  with fteel. Iron w hich is only tough w ill not join
w e with fte e l, cold-fcor, E n g lift  iron j J L  better | t a  

tools apt t0 when colci> lt  is not fit for many

Previous to the war, there were very few  forges for makinz 
anchors in America, and only one in Philadelphia.

°  bran.ch o f  commerce is more intereftine to us than

S ith  a ° f  ‘T  • '™  f u f e  “ be d o S
With a moft improper duty for the fake o f  a revenue. 1  hc-e

d e n t l v T a t í ^ t h T d ^  ^  whlch .it: wculd n°t  be more pru- 
» 4 j * . duty on foreign iron being 2I 16s

3K01 s .P™ i n mf ^ r-ted f t  B ritiih : bu ilt d ip p in g , & c. and' 
fideraHfy.^ In undoubtcdiy produces con-
frcm  Ruffla and ’j  f  50,000 tons were im ported 
the form er of thr/p nl ’ a  ™ portation yearly from
f r o m T  atter l6° l PÍ " CeS ^  n0t CXCeed 26’ 000 ^
years T r f  V ™ 5’  ° n 2R averag e of the laft twelve
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cheaper the raw materials, the advantage is certain^

fheeafLr ° f  Re mr Ufa£turer’ and to the country ; and £
h. , ,e o f ,Br,t‘ih lron mi«es, raw materials ftiould not 
be burdened R a w  materials are better to us in return

' ^ ey are the parents o f many manufadures. As
manuf i aurer o f nails in Ruffia mivkt 

afford to Jell them 4/. a ten cheaper than we can ; duty ' S6s Id
freight 20s. Clipping and landing 3s.8d. Ruff,a makes

S  A  / and having now taken o f  the
dut mayJoongreatly underfed us*. Minifters can have no ïu f -

L T „ Æ  r -  aga,n“  “ " r 1" 6’ on w
Ín n  1 5 u I '  ° V , articIes manufaftured from foreign- 
iron, unlefs they ihould think, that there will be room for
frauds in exporting articles manufactured o f  Britiih iron

drawback “ T  0t ÍOreign j h  W0Uld be bettcr to ^ o w  à drawback, or bounty, equal to the duty on foreign iron off

fore.V11 artf  ^  nn’:Xp0rted’ wh« h er manufactured from 
foreign or from Britiih non, (which will alfo encourage the
] ? S 0 p0? .  i5* ^ ita in )  111 like manner as is-now al
lowed upon Bxjtiih refined lugar, and upon f.lk manufac- 

res exported, in confideration o f  the duties actually paid 
or raw iugars and f ik  on importation. A llow ing the bounty 

or drawback on exportation, above half the duties will be 
laved, as near 50,000 tons are imported, and only from 
15 to 20,000 tons o f all kinds are exported manufactured. 
A s  to giving up the duty on the part exported, it would be 

° ‘ courle, i f  we lofe the export trade, which mu ft hap
pen in a ihort time, i f  our iron manufactures continue to 
to be burthened with duties. I f  once loit, it will not be 
eaiily recovered. From  50 to 60,000 tons in pig, and 
from 15 to 20,000 tons in bar iron, are made in England.
1 he Britiih iron maker will certainly with to keep the 

outies as they now are ; but our iron mines canjiot be an 
object o f lo much confequence, and the legiflature iliould

* A s ^>e J a w  ,"}rzu fiands, the Ruffians may import it. to G reat 
t in t  am , and afterw ards export to the American States,'fucb o f  their 
•u:M esas are made o f  w rought iron orfteel in their dominions, in de

fiance o f  tbs very high duties on importation here, fu ch  duties heinr a ll 
J-a  back ugaiu upon exportation lo a  foreign country, ex cett a 
tnoiety o f  the old fubjidy ; confequently,  the American States would  
be on a belter footing in this particular than our own colonies, i f  the 
law is not alteicd. '

[ 5 J
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-et rifque the moft important trade for the fake 
■iafe of men, efpecially as foreign iron is o f  a iupenor 

quality, and as the praftice o f  making iron, by ™can!? 
c o a k ,  inltead o f charcoal, increafes, the quality o f  o u r tf  
will become worfe. Iron made by coak has 
found to be o f a very mean quality, and much o f  it, ot tftat
kind called Red-ihort, the meaneft o f a ll;  11 
third of its w eight in manufacturing, and flies like! p 
metal under the ftroke o f the hammer. r h e  quantity of 
iron made in Britain, by means o f  pit coal, increafes very
greatly, and will decreafe importations. *

Before the war vaft quantities o f nails were made ot 
foreign iron, and exported from G la fg o w  to the fouthem 
provinces o f Am erica ; and although they coft 15 per 
cent, more than nails from Britiih iron fent from B n  toi, 
& c .  yet they were always preferred in A m erica, from their 
fuperior quality ; and therefore, i f  the raw material is not 
exempted from duty, the many articles made o f foreign 
iron muft be loft to this country, as the Britiih iron cannot 
be fubftituted, particularly in making the different forts 01 
fteel, which was formerly an immenfe article o f export to 
Am erica. It was manufactured in Britain from Swedilh 
iron ; and although it continued in bars as formerly, \et 
no drawback could be allowed.

T h e  coft o f  a ton o f iron is from io l .  to io l.  io s .  
D uty, freight, charges, and manufacturing, gain to the 
country from i  l l .  to 4 5I.

total value o f a ton of foreign iron, when manvfaflured in 
Great Britain, is according to the kind oi manufacture, 
from 2 l l .  to 56I.

V iz. a ton of iron, when manufactured into

[  6 ]

Rods, is worth -  21
Hoops, -  . -  22,
Bolts, -  -  -  -  -  24
Anchors, -  30
A Ta i h y .................................. 35

£Hoes,  axes, c re, 42
Anvils, -  42
Tin plates, -  56
Steel from  24I. to -  -  56

From.

* I f  M r .  C o r t ’ s very ingenious and meritorious improvements in 
the art o f  making and w o rk in g  iron, and his invention o f  m a k 
in g  bar iron from pig iron,  either red-ihort or cold-ihort,  anti 
the great improvements on the fteam engines b y  Mcflir». W a t t  
and Holton o f  Birm ingham, and L ord  DundonaUT* difcovery o f

making



F rom  15 to 20,000 tons are annually manufactured for 
exportation; the average o f which, eilimated at 28I. per 
ton, the medium o f III . and 45I. (the loweft andhigheft 
ïncreafe per ton) produces annually a profit to this coun
try  o f  484,5001.

Iron imported into Ireland pays 10s. per ton only ; iron 
Imported into England pays, as before mentioned, 56s. 4d. 
1 here is no drawback in either country upon foreign iron 

manufactured j but Ireland laid a duty upon manufactured 
iron exported to the colonies, which, added to the duty or
I Os. per ton paid upon rough iron imported, equalized the 
charge which Britifh manufactured iron was computed to 
carry out with it.  ̂ It is true, the American States are no 
longer BritiJJj colonies, and therefore Ireland may, without 
hr each of compati  ̂ Jend her iron manufactured there, free of 
duty \ this is an additionable reafon for taking ofF the duties 
on exportation. Coals, and the means of manufacturing, are 
however much in favour o f England.

I  7 3

S T E E L  in B A R S .  

p a g e  22.

S T E E L  is made in very few o f  the American States. 
L itt le  was made in N e w  Y o rk , N e w  Jerfey, or Pennfyl- 
Vania, before the late conteil ; but, fince the commencement 
o f  the late war, confiderable quantities have been made there \ 
and thofe are the provinces where the greateft iron works 
were. A  great deal o f  E ngliih  and Germ an fteel, is (till 
imported. Lately, the fteel denominated Germ an ileel, is 
brought to great perfection in G reat Britain. It is made 
o f  A rg o n ’s iron ; all o f  which is contra&ed for in Sweden 
by the Englilh*

m a k i n g  coak for the furnace at h a l f  the prefent expence, fliould all 
fucceed, as there is reafon to think they wil l ,  the expence may be 
reduced fo greatly,  that Briti ih iron may be afforded as cheap as fo-  
rc*gn> even it the latter (hould be allowed to enter duty free, per
haps cheaper, and o f  as improved a quali ty,  and in quantity eQual 
to the demand. I t  is not aflerting too much to fay, that event 
w o u ld  be more advantageous to Britain than Thirteen Colonies.  It 
would  give the complete command o f  the iron trade to this country,  
with  its vaft advantages to navigation, and our knowledge o f  iron 
& c m t  hitherto tg have b«en in its infancy.

I R Q
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I  R  O  N .

P A G E  117  T O  I l 8 .

M O S T  parts of North America abound in iron mines \ the 
ere, however, is To fcarce in V irginia, that aim oft all that is 
ufed there comes from M aryland. T h e  high price or la
bour in the Am erican States would not have permitted the 
exportation o f iron, without the advantage o f entering free 
into Britain, in competition with foreign iron, which pays 
a very heavy duty. W e  fent from this country Ruffian, 
Swediih, and Britifh bar iron to a great amount, particu
larly to the northern Colonies ; and it was fold cheaper 
than iron made there, or brought from any other part o f  
Am erica. Canada has plenty of iron mines. T h e  only argu
ment that can be ufed in favour o f iuffering iron to be im 
ported duty free from the Am erican States, is, tnat it may 
come in the place o f  money in return for our manufac
tures ; and fome think that it might in fome degree pre
vent the manufacture o f  iron in Am erica. T h e  quantity, 
however, exported from thence, has not been considerable, 
and the diftin&ion may give umbrage to the N orth. 
Rhode Iiland, Maffachufets, and N e w  Hampfhire, exported 
little iron. T h e  States to the fouthward o f  Rhode Ifland 
imported little ; moft o f  them exported. B u t although 
the middle Colonies exported iron in pigs and in bars, (the 
heavy duty on the iron o f  other countries when imported 
into this, a&ing as an extraordinary bounty to A m erica) 
they imported their hoes, axes, and all forts even o f  the 
m oil heavy and common iron tools.

Exported annually from Am erica, principally the middle 
provinces, on an average o f  three years, v iz .  1768, 1769 
and 1770 :

Bar iron, —  2592 tons.
Pig do. —  4624
Caji do, ~  12

P A G E  225.

It may be here remarked,, that none but the moft un
thinking can fuppofe Ireland will continue to give the m o
nopoly o f her market to our W eft-In d ia  iilands, unlefs her 
ihare of the monopoly o f  the W eft-India  markets is pre- 
ferved to her. E xcept linens, Ireland has no trade o f con- 
fequence but provifions.

O B S E R ,



o  B S E R V A T I O N S

O K  T H E

M A N U F A C T U R E S ,  T R A D E ,

A N D

P R E S E N T  S T A T E  o f  I R E L A ND.

P A G E  131.

X  s
-*• H E  fait is weaker than the Engliih, becaufe it is 

not fo much boiled* T h is  is among many articles in 
which Britain mtift always have an advantage through her 
greater abundance o f coal.

I R O N ,  A N D  M A N U F A C T U R E S  o f  I R O N
a n d  S T E E L .

P A G E  211 T O 239.

T H E  ufeful and neceffary jtianufafture of iron being 
capable> perhaps, of higher improvement and greater extenjîon 
than any other, and being o f the utmoft national impor
tance in every point o f view, undoubtedly deferves a vo
lume -, nor would it be an eafy matter to point out all its 
advantages and all its importance. And yet that moft ef- 
fential bufinefs, the making of iron in Great Britain, has been, 
in a great degree, refcued within a few  years almofl frcm ruin, 
by the ingenuity and Jpirit o f a few  men, who delerve, at leaii-, 
as well o f  their country as any o f its moft favourite pa- ,̂ 
triots.

cThe fcarcity and price of wood have rendered it i?npoffihle to 
make a quantity o f iron, either to enter into a competition with 

foreign markets, or even fufficient for h:me confumption and 
manufactures \ but the improvements in making gcod bur iron

B  with



with pit coal.*, the great aid given to labour, and the ex- 
pences faved by the improved fteam engines, afford a rea- 
fonable hope, that in time, i f  no extraordinary ch ecks  

{hould intervene, enough will be made in Britain to fupply 
thefe kingdoms with that neceilâry article, whereby be
tween five and 6oo,oool. annually, now paid to toreign 
countries at their ports o f  exportation, exclufive o f  the 
freight and other great expences, would be faved  ̂ to the 
nation. T h is  might feem enough to recommend it to the 
attention and care o f the public and o f  the legiilature; but 
it would not be merely a faving o f  a certain fum. T h e  
employment given to fo great a number o f  men ihouid not 
be forgotten, and in a manufacture which, on enquiry will 
be found as beneficial as any, formed with materials dug 
out o f the earth, not applicable to any other purpofe, con- 
fequently not interfering with any manufacture, but aílíít- 
ing many, nor caufing any change that may take o ff  from 
other produce. W h e n  land is converted from tillage to 
failure, or from wood to either tillage or pafture, there is 
a lofs o f certain articles ; but in the cafe o f  iron, in the 
making of which, ore, limeftone, and coal are ufed, there 
is none. It ihouid be added, that no manufacturers pay 
more in excifes than thofe employed in this branch ; and 
fuppofing 50,000 tons to be imported, and that one man 
can make a ton in a year, that he pays in excifes o f  ali 
kinds, upwards o f  61. annually, (which are computed to 
be the cafe,) there would be an encreafe o f excife atleail 
to the amount o f 300,cool, which would more than doubly 
pay the lofs to the revenue that would arife from the non
importation of 50,0001. tons o f foreign iron.

W e  are apt to confider iron and bar iron as a raw m a-

* Some kind o f  coals (and generally the w o r f )  anfwer the purpofi 
t f  making coak much better than others.— There a re fo r U  o f  coai  
which,  w hen coakcd, are not fvjjicicn tlj cleanfed o f  their fulphur  
and impurities to make a kind or malleable pig iron fit for the 
forges. It has not y et appeared w hether the Irifb coal is proper f o r  
making coak.— T h i s  opportunity may b e t a k e n  o f  obferving how 
ruinous the coal tax would have been to the m a k in g  o f  iron in B r i 
tain. T h e  quantity confumed in that bufinefs is prodigious j  one 
company alone in Shropjhire ufes- 500 tons o f  coal daily. I t  w a s  the 
intention to have thrown up many o f  thole great works i f  the tax 
had been laid. In filch a cale the whoie rents o f  the town/hips 
would not have fupported the poor 5 and then it may be remarked, 
that the late tax upon bricks ihouid not have exteudtd to thofc ufed 
in mines or manufacture w o ik s .

[ 1 0  ]
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teria l* ;  in the latter (late it is a manufk&cire far advanced, 
and'in a midway itage from the ore to perfe&ion. W e  
lhould obferve that the great confumption o f iron is in the greys

B  2 articles,

* T h e  author, in his Obfervations'on the Commerce o f  the A m e 
rican States, fell into the lame error, and his remarks relative to 
the duty on import o f  foreign iron were founded on the Hate o f  the 
manufacture o f  iron in Great Britain about 15 years ago,  previous 
to the late improvements. He finds that the making o f  iron is a 
greater trade than his former information had led him to believe j 
and as it may be faid to be in an infant ftate, and undoubtedly is in- 
creafing rapidly, it would be dangerous to give it any t'Ucck at pre- 
fent : at lealt one third o f  the quantity o f  iion imported may be fup- 
pofed to be for inferior purpofes o f  manufacture, and for which B r i 
tiih iron made with pit-coal injy be iubitiiuted. T h e  improvements 
made within a few years juftify the hopes o f  approaching the better 

fo rtsy i f  the Jpirited exertions now making, are not difcouraged by tke 
n ew  Jyftems. It is believed, that i f  the duty on the import o f  fo
reign iron was removed, many great iron works  would be immedi
ately difcontinued, which now employ luch numbers ot men in the 
manner the molt advantageous to the country,  and, at leait, lave 
aoojoool.  which other wile muft be fent out of this country ; but be
in g  fpent and circulated among the indultrious, a confiderable part 
m u d  by them be ultimately paid to tlie national fupport in fhe ex- 
cife on the various articles conl'umed by them. Works w ould be 
neghfted, w hich w ith in  a f e w  years have coft immenfe fu?nsy but 
w ould  become ufelefs and o f  no value, to the ruin o f  thofe men, 
w h o w ith  great fp ir it have invrjied  their fortunes in them, under 
the faith and expedition  that the duties on foreign iron would 
continue. T h e fe  are weighty conliderations 5 at the fame time it 
#n;u!d be repeated, there is a probability, that m a f e w  years, by 
the exertions o f  lèverai very ingenious men now engaged in the bu- 
Jjnefs, that w c  may be able fu lly  to ftock the market at home, which 
is neceiTary to put this country on a footing with foreign countries, 
and then we may gradually  lower the duty,  or rather tke duty 
w il l  ceafe o f  courje, as it w i l l  not ant'wer to bring in iron, when 
it can be made in fufticient quantities, and as cheap at home. y 

T h i s  much may be fairly advanced, that from the improve
ments that have been made, particularly from the capital im
provement o f  coak bar iron by MefTis. W r i g h t  and Jeflon, which 
is the method now generally pra£tifed, that kind ot iron has been 
much improved in its quali ty;  and the quantity jnade is greatly »11- 
creafcJ, and likely to bemoie  fo j  for asnearly the fame number o f  
furnaces are kept up as were during the war, and few cannon are 
now making,  the immenle quantity o f  calt iron which was annually 
abforbed by thefe raftruments, will  be now converted into bar 
iron,  and many o f  the cannon themfelves will  be literally tur..*d into 
plough (hares, hoops, and nails— Wei£ the duty to be t.iken off 
f j r e i g n  iron at this critical conjumSlion, all this trade might tall to 
the ground.

T h e  fubftitution o f  fteam engines in place o f  water m i l l s to w o rk  
the furnaces and forges, has much increafed the powers o f  ma- 
a a fa & u i fn g  box iron. B y  whom itcam engines were iuit applied to

raife
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articles, and not in thofe which require the greateft degree 
o f  manufa&ure. Iron has this peculiar recommendation 
above almoft all other manufactures, that in every ftage o f 
it, its value is fimply the product o f  labour, which labour is 
not hazardous to the lives, or prejudicial to the health o f  
thofe employed, but, on the contrary, has been remarka
bly wholefome.

From 50 to 6o,oool. tons o f  pig iron, and between 20 
and 30,000 tons of bar iron are made in Britain, and the 
annual demand for the latter is from 70 to 80,000 tons, o f  
which between 50 and 60.000 are imported, the value o f  
•which is fo much money paid for foreign labour. It is 
computed that G reat Britain makes, at leaft, 10,000 tons 
o f  iron more than fhe did a few  years ego, which, at 16I. 
per ton, the prefent average price, amounts to 160,000]. 
and this quantity is likely to be much more than double in a 
veryjhort period. I f  the demand is only 70,000 tons, the 
manufacturing o f  the whole within the country will em 
ploy 70,000 labourers, and valuing the iron only at 15!. 
per ton, will produce an annual profit o f  more than a m il
lion to the nation. B ut i f  the making o f  iron is not en
couraged and extended, the fum that now  goes from this 
country for that article will be increafed. T h e  price o f 
Rufliairon rifes very rapidly; 5 per cent, in 1784, and as 
great a rife is expedted in 1785« Ruifia has found a vent by 
the Black Sea ; and fome fabrics, particularly that o f Toula, 
which formerly fent much to England, now  fend none.

T h e  price muft increafe alfo from the immenfe deftruc- 
tion o f  the woods by the iron works, by the ííownefs o f  
the growth of woods, and the negleít o f  them in Siberia, 
where are the principal iron works. It is furprifing, in
deed, that Ruiîia can afford iron fo cheap as fhe does. T h e

raife water for the wheels o f  furnaces is not kno w n to the author • 
but  M r .  W i l  kin fon was the fir ft who applied them d i r e a i y  to blow 
the rurnace without the intervention o f  a water w h e e l } and MefTrs. 
Boulton and W a t t *  were the firlt that applied fteam engines to w o rk  
fo ige  mills due£Uy without the intervention o f  water wheels:  thev 
have ereaed feveral for that purpefe, and there are one or two on 
the common conftruaion applied to the fame ufe, wh.ch they per- 
tuj m a  an inferior manner, and at a greater expence o f  fuel— Meflrs .  
Boulton and W a tts  have a]£0 made feveral engines for turning mill* 
o f  other forts, and are now making many more. T h e  advantages

a ? SinCS co,n?  in the,r iav,ng two-thirds o f  the fuel uieci
na n°pVaV r mC T k  by  common fire engines, hi their being more 
manageable,  and better conftrudled in every refpea.

Abbé



A bbé  D ’Auteroche reports, that on the fpot, in Siberia 
•ran ,s eftimated at lefs than 30s. Engliffi per t in . I is ali 
conveyed an afton.ft.ng diftance by inland carriage vet it 
«  afforded at Pcteriburgh at about 8s per cwt. T h e  be Ï  
fable .ron comes from Neucanikoi in Siberia; it is car. 
ned by land to the 1 chulchauwaia, which falls into the 
Kama, and that into the W o lg a  below the city o f Kafan I

r  W  pCen /t u ° lga, and is broug ht by the Ladoga
, n c r i  °  Pf eribr rgh- W lth  the decre^ e o f  valialage aSd
S  the Price o f  labour allb will rife in
Kuiiia. I he prefent low  price o f  iron in Ruflia is partly
accounted for by this circumftance, that the Emprefs
grants a diftrift with the peafantry on it, and the perfon to
whom it is granted not paying for the latter, as is ufual in
« h e r  countries where negroes are empioyed, the price o f
their labour is merely the expence o f keeping them.

A n  inquiry into thefe circuniftances is ncceffary, when

Trnn0, y, <1 P,;e/ l nt but the Probahle future ftatc o f  the
iron trade lhould be examined. T h e  objedi is o f  the ut- 
moft confequence, efpecially to Britain. The expediency o f  
endeavouring, on the part ol Ireland, to make iron a prin
cipal m anufaSun o f that kingdom, and o f vieing with a fa
vour,teand ejlabijhedmanufafíure o f Great Britain, may be 
doubted. It wilt be difficult to raije the manufacture in Ire
land in competition with that o f  Britain. T h e  capital o f  
Ireland may be otherwife employed to advantage, particu
larly in manufactures fo advantageous and natural to her 
as leather, h e .  but i f  fuch a competition ihould be 
thought an obje£t for the mutual advantage o f the two 
countries ; on an arrangement, it will be deemed fair and 
rca ion able that the manufa&ures o f each fhould be export
ed to all parts charged with fimilar or equivalent duties, 
and that this only can be judged an equal lettlement.

1 here is no article in which it will be more difficult to 
arrange with Ireland than on that o f  iron ; and in confe. 
quence o f  the revolutions which have taken place in Ameri
ca a id Ireland, thole interefted in the iron trade o f this king
dom are alarmed ; they think it is become matter o f very Jeri- 
eus confederation, how far that branch o f  manufaáure

lard ° r 1S l kCly t0 bC affe<aed its new rival/i/ler, Ire-

They offert that Ireland will not obferve the fp irit o f her 
compaft, i f  flic does not put the fame duty on the export 
«1 iron wares to the American ftates, to which fhe had

2 agreed
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agreed when they were dependent on England. I t  m ay 
be proper to ftate, that when Ireland, 1778, ° J tai" cd a 
free trade to the Britiih colonies, Jhe undertook, by the ail 
o f  far own Parliament, to equalize the dut.es, that the ln fh  
manufacturers ihouid not be able to fupply the colonies 
on better terms than the E n g h lh  in their refpeftive

t r 7 'teTeprefentatives o f the iron trade in England agreed, 
that Ireland lhould have a participation in their branch o f 
trade, on payment of*equal duties with themfelves, the 
duty on bar iron being at that time very different in the
two kingdoms. , .

It was firft propofed to impofe on all foreign bar iron
imported into Ireland the fame duties as were then paid in 
England on the fame articles, but this propolal was declin
ed. T h e  only other method o f  equalizing was, by im - 
pofing a duty on iron wares and iron exported from Ireland, 
as ihouid lend them to market charged with duties equal 
to the Engliih. T h e  following calculations fo r  the ave
rage on which the par of duty was calculated, were fatisfac- 
tory to both parties at that time, and were deemed fair 
between the two countries. The gentleman who negoctated 

fo r  Ireland, declared himfclf perfetlly fatisfied therewith, and 
that he was honour ally treated by the iron trade of England* 
A  claufe was immediately added to the aft o f  Parliament 
then in agitation, impofmg a duty o f  2l. 10s. on all bar 
iro n ;  and 3I. 3s. 1 id . on all iron wares exported from 
Ireland to the Britiih colonies in the W eft  Indies, and on 
the coaft o f A frica , grounded on thefe calculations :

Calculation made in 1778, for equalizing the duty on a 
ton o f  bar iron between England and Ireland.

v  # s. d '
A  ton o f  bar iron pays duty on importation 

into England 2I. 8s. 6d. * and draws back 
nothing on re-export to America or the B ri
tiih  W e ft  Indies f  —  —  2% 8 6

*  T h e re  is an addition to the duty on importation o f  bar iron 
into Britain fince 1778, as will  be more particularly mentioned 
he rcîiftcjr#

f  On Exportation to Ireland or fettlem ents in A frica , the whole 
is drawn back  except the old fublidy.  T h «  fame is now al lowed 
to America and the plantations, on bar iron, but noto n w ro u g h t  
iron,

A  ton



A  ton o f  bar iron into Ireland pays ros. Iriih '
duty, X o f  which it  draws back 7s. 6d. on 
re-exportation, duty remaining is 2s. 6d
Iriih  —  __

^  2 4

Difference in favour o f  Ireland, .Engliih  
money —  _

A d d , to make this Iriih money _  o 3 10

D u ty  to be impofed on every ton o f  bar iron e x
ported from Ireland •—  fL .  • * ̂ IO o

Calculation for equalizing the duty on a ton o f  iron wares 
between England and Ireland, made in 177».

30 cwt. o f  bar iron is, on an average, eftimated
to produce one ton o f  manufactured iron 
wares.

30 cwt. o f  bar iron into G reat Britain, at 2]. 8s.
6d. pays —  ___________  ____  # ? 12

30 cwt. ditto into Ireland, at ios. per ton Iriih, * 9
or 9$. 2d. Lnglifh  money, pays" 0 1 3  9

Difference in favour o f  Ireland, in En^liih
money ------- —  ü 2 iq  o

A dd, to make this Irifh money —  0 4 1 1

D o ty  to be impofed on a ton o f iron wares when 
exported from Ireland —  3 3 I r

A n  a â  in conformity to this calculation was foon after
palled in the Iriih Houfe o f  Commons, and the duties
above are now in force in Ireland.

A  m em oria l fro m  b e la u d  is now before the m tn ifh y ,  com 
plaining o f the duty impofed on a ton o f  iron wares, as

t  T h e  fame duty is p iyabie  on importation o f  iron into Ireland 
rrom ail parts.



being taken on an unfair average, and int.mating tKat a 
ton o f  M t  iron, or iron hoops, do not requ.re fo great a 
quantity o f  bLr to produce a ton o f  manufafture ; >U* 
true that thofe two articles, and thole two on ly, do not 
require much more than 21 cwt. o f bar to pro ucr ’
but it is argued, that there is an immenfe variety o f  bright 
iron and fteel wares, o f  which a ton cannot be njanu- 
faaured  from 30 cw t. 40 c w t.  or even 50 cw t. o\ bar 
iron ; even in the article o f  fm all nod,, 30 cw t. oM > r
produces only 21 cwt. 3 q- 1 • «>. o f  
the approbation of both partus, the average was made o n  one 
average only, to avoid a variety o f  calculations for differ

ent articles. ' , i ^
It 1'eems proper here to obferve, that the duty on a ton

o f  bar iron into England is increafed, lince 1770, 7 s- 7 • 
per t o n ;  fo that the true equalizing duty on Ireland 
ihould now be 3I. 16s. 3d. and not 3I. 3s. 1 id . T h e  latter 
du tv* which is now in force in Ireland, is the difference 
o f  dutv on 25 cwt. only o f  bar -to a ton o f  iron wares ; 
an average Jo much too low, that Britain thinks Jhe has now a 
right to complain as the injured country in this particular.

i t  would have been better, and more equal to the différ
ent manu failures of iron in Ireland, i f  two averages haci been 
taken, one on nails, hoops, and other heavy articles; an 
another on the lighter and brighter articles o f  iron and Iteei 
wares, in which the waite of the material is abundantly 
more confiderable ; and then 25 cwt. perhaps would have 
been an equitable calculation for the grofs, and 40 or 45 
cwt. for the (mailer and bright wares, which might have 
prevented the ob’ie£tion on the part o f Ireland againfl the
inequality o f the average.

Ireland farther fays, that the duty o f  3I. 3s. 1 id . on 
her wares is too much, becaufe England makes a large 
quantity o f  iron, and confequently a great proportion o f  
her wares go out free o f  duty. England confumes more 
than double the quantity o f  iron for internal ufcs than fhc 
makes ; it cannot therefore be jujlly faid  that any iron wares 
go out o f  England free o f  the duty paid on bar iron im 
ported, and as Ireland can now import iron from Ruffia 
confiderably cheaper than it can be impoited into Eng
land, Ireland is therefore fupplied for its internal ufcs on 
better terms.

T h e  Iron matters o f  G reat Britain ftrenuouily afTert 
there w ill be nothing like equality or reciprocity, unlefs

lvM fi
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both countries pay the fame duty on the importation o f  
foreign bar iron ; and that that duty ihould not be lower 
than it now is in Egland, viz. al. 16s. id . per ton Kng- 
liíh , which is equal to 3I. os. gâ. Iriih, as a redu&ion 
o f  that duty would tend to defeat its operation in favour 
o f  Britiih iron works, which deferve and require at this 
juncture every fupport and encouragement from the coun
try. Even fuch an equalization would leave a great ad
vantage to Ireland, as her manufa&ures do not pay the 
number o f  excites which are paid in Britain. I f  iron on  

Jbould be wanting in Ireland\ the hejl is to be had from Lan- 
cafhire and Cumberland, and may go as ballaft to oak bark, 
and be delivered in Ireland on cheaper terms than to the 
makers o f  iron in moil parts o f  Britain, where this kind 
o f  ore is ufed. T h e  tranfportation to the eaftern coaft o f  
Ireland will not coft one half o f  what is now paid by the 
iron makers at Chepftow, and in the ports o f  the Severn, 
where great quantities o f  it are lent, and through Hull to 
Rotheram, and other inland works ; and in Scotland it is 
ufed at a ftill greater expence ; and i f  pit coal, and peat or 
tu r f  ihould be wanting in Ireland, * that article may be 
had as cheap on her eaftern coaft from Britain as in lèverai 
parts o f  the latter, and much cheaper than in London, where 
many branches o f  the iron manufacture are carried on to a 
great extent,, v iz. hoops, rods, anchors, jhip-bolts, & c . It 
is weJl known that coals are above 30 per cent. dearer in the 
Thames than in the Lijfiey.

Ifihiie Ireland had woods, fhe had alfo many iron- works ; 
but when the former were cut down and deftroyed, there 
was o f  courfe nearly an end o f  the latter ; the improvements 
in making iron have incouraged her to revive them ; J'ome 

fleam engines are now erecting, and flic is rapidly increafmg 
her manufactures o f iron\ and as the true means o f benefiting 
the country would be by encouraging the making o f  the iron, 
which fhe can ufe in her manufadlures, the only method

*  A s  to the article coals, there is plenty in fome parts o f  Ireland, 
and probably in time they may be got  at as low a price as in E n g 
land. T h e  iron ore, the lime ftone (the ore is generally to be found 
where there is coal)  and coal wil l  be found in the fame neighbour
hood,  and with the help o f  (team engines and navigations (no  
country is better fitted  fo r  the latter than Ireland) ironw orks may l>e 
eftabhthed wherever thole articles can be found. Peat bas been 
ufed in England in iron works,  altbo* to no great extent \ but tur« 
naces are now «reeling in Ireland 011 land aoounding with iron ore 
mnd coal*

C of
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favour o f her iron work. T ill that is done, it cannot be ex- 
fefied  any quantity o f iron w ill be made there ; at prelcnt 
nothing can be expeûed, except an emigration o f  Evglijh 
capitals to be employed in Ireland to vend foreign labour 
in the form o f rod iron, hoops, iheets, and heavy articles, 
to the prejudice o f  both kingdoms.

T h e  labour o f  converting a ton o f  iron, value 14I. in 
Ireland, into hcopsy rods, & c. w ill not exceed 20s. and is the 
whole o f  the profit on this capital f  ; which iron, i f  made 
in the country, the whole would be a national profit, be
ing fimply the produce o f  fo much labour. In Jhort, there 
can be no doubt that the national object Jhould be to make the 
iron at home, and thereby fave fo much, and employ a great 
number o f people ; and it was thus that fo much trealure, 
form erly unknown to Britain, has been drawn from the 
earth. T h e  only other fatisfa&ory mode o f  equalization 
and reciprocity, w ill be by laying duties on exportation o f  
iron manufactures from  Ireland to all parts, equal to the 
charges with which they go from Britain, and this, it is 
faid, would be confonant to the fpirit o f  the com paft, and 
in return for the participation o f  the plantation trade.

T h o fe  concerned in the iron trade add, that i f  neither 
o f  thefe take place, Ireland on ly  paying i o b . where B ri
tain pays 56s. ihe muft underleJl the latter in her com
merce with the American States, the great mart fo r  Britijh  
iron wares, Í  and alio on the continent o f  Europe, parti

cularly

*  Since the additional duties o f  two 5 per cents, and the difcounts 
(have been taken o f f )  which makes near 8s. per ton, the Engli fh  
iron works  have increafed rapidly,  and feveral thoufand tons o f  
bar iron have been made more than were made when the duty 
was lefs.

f  B y  rol ling and flitting, iron is very little advanced from the 
bar ; the labour is not fo much as ten íhillings per ton,

X T h e  fol lowing calculation is alfo given,  to prove the advan
tage Ireland would  have 1

Calculation for iron hoops.

A  ton o f  Ruflia iron, fit for  hoops, coil,  in 1784,
into London,  nearly —  _

W a it e  o f  metal and charge o f  rol l ing,

Coil  o f  a ton o f  hoops in London,  —  —  18 o o

Difference

£• s* d* 
14. 10 o

3 1 0 0



cnlarly Portugal, which takes moft iron hx>ps, *  and fo 
materially in heavy iron wares, that fhe muft very rapidly 
fupplant Britain in that branch o f  trade, unlefs the export 
o f  the manufa&ure is protected by a bounty which muft 
exceed the duty on the import o f bar iron, as 30 cvvt. o f  
the latter will, on an average, make lefs than 22 cvvt. o f  
wrought iron, and conlequently the bounty fhould be near 
a third more than the d u ty ;  and they farther add, that 
they hope, i f  their equitable deiire is refufed, and farther 
meaiures ihould be neceilary, that the legiilature will 
moreover proteCt them, by other regulations which may be 

fuggejled. T h e y  declare alfo, that unlefs they are pro
tected by the legiflature, they mujl dejert the works which 
have coft millions, and migrate with their capitals to Ireland ; 
the lois to the nation, they fay, it is unneceflary for them 
to ftate.

It has been obferved, that equality and reciprocity re
quire that Ireland ihould lay the fame duties on the im
portation o f  the materials o f  manufacture -f as are paid in 
Britain, or that they fhall be equalized on the export o f  
the manufactures to all parts. T h e  firft will be objefted

Difference o f  duty  on a ton of bar iron in favour
o f  Ireland, —  _  _
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Coft  o f  a ton o f  hoops in Dubl in,  __
Difference in favour o f  Ireland, about i c i .  per

cent. .vw.-  ,
Calculation o f  fplit iron.

A  ton o f  Ruflia bar iron fit for rod iron, coft into 
v London, in 1784., about 14.I. —

Waite o f  metal and charge o f  flitting, — •

Coft  o f  a ton o f  rod iron in London,  —
Difference ot duty in favour o f  Ireland, — *

Coft o f  a ton o f  rod iron at Dublin —

Difference in favour o f  Ireland between 15 and 20I. per cent.
N .  B .  Tl ie ie  calculations are made, on an average, for Englifti 

ports j and the comparison is made on a fuppolition that coals are 
at the fame price in the Iriih ports. B u t  the difference in the 
'I hames and in the Liffey has been already mentioned.

* America  and Portugal took two thirds o f  Lhe whole export o f  
iron wares.

f  I t  will  ftill remain, in the opinion o f  many, tp be examined, 
what compeni'ation fhould alio be made for excite, window l ights, 
&c.  &c*
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to ,  on the part o f  Ireland, as charging her consumption
heavily and unneceffarily, and it  is objeft.onable on the 
part o f  this country, unlefs the duties are drawn back on 
exportation to Britain, and laid on importation into 
Britain from Ireland : otherwife Ireland will receive the 
duties or revenue arifing on the confumption of B ntoin , 
which the latter now enjoys. T h e  fécond method ot 
equalizing, viz. by laying the fame duties on the export ot 
the m anufadbre to all parts, will, alfo, probably be ob- 
jeded  to by Ireland, bccaufe fhe is already in poflcffion ot 
the advantage o f fending out many articles to all countries, 
except the Britifh plantations, charged with leis duties 
than the fame articles going from Britain ; and Britain 
will objeft to this mode o f equalizing, becaufe it will be 
eafily evaded. It has not been, and it w ill not be, the poh.y 
o f Ireland to enforce a very exaft obfervance o f fuch cautions 
as may be adopted : Britain would fubmit her inanufaClures^ 
her trade and commercial laws, to the fidelity o f  the Cuftom- 
houfe officers o f Ireland in many refpefis.— In /hort, it is îm - 
po[Jit le for her to be fecured permanently in the regulations that 
?nay be made, but when her trade is once gone in confe- 
quence o f  her arrangements, and fhe finds herfelf difap- 
pointed, the recovery o f  that trade, is not probable. It 
has been already obferved, that equalization in general 
would benefit Ireland and prejudice Britain lefs than is 
imagined: this muft be always underfiood under an ar
rangement in every refpeit reciprocal ; and i f  Ireland 
really means fuch, the more the fubjeft is examined, the 
lefs favourable fhe will find fuch an arrangement ; *  and 
that the whole iyftem is likely to be productive o f  much 
more embarraffinent and ill temper than advantage to b o tj*  
countries.

Unlefs iron manufactures go to the Am erican States 
from Ireland, charged with the fame duties anchburdens 
as from -Britain, it is obvious, that Ireland muft in time 
have the whole o f  this trade : and unlefs Britain obtains 
this equalization, fhe fubmits not toprefent but to certain 
future competition, without the leaft return.

It has been generally fuppofed that Ireland has great dif
ad vantages in working iron mines, when compared w ith

* In an equal arrangement o f  nranufa&ures, Ireland muft e x -  
pe& to give a bounty on the export o f  Britifh linens, in the fame 
manner as it is given in Britain gn the export o f  Iriih linens 
from thence,

, G r e a t

r  -20- ]



£  1
G rea t Britain ; but the reafon dcfes not appear, *  tmlefc it 
lhould arife from want o f capital ; in general it may be 
.obferved, that the private capitals o f  Engliih manufacturers 
at prefent combat the purfe -iof Ireland\ in the hands o f  a 
bountiful and liberal Parliament. B u t.if  Engliihmen will
employ their capitals in Ruffia, why ihouid they not employ 
them in Ireland ? f  Some Engliihmen, with 'Engliih capi>- 
tals, are ere&ing large works in Ruilia for rolling, flitting, 
tinning plates^&c^

It the great improvements in making iron ihould not 
enable Britain and Ireland, in time, principally to fupply 
themfelves .with that article, it is evident they mujl be fur-  
paffed in the manufaftures of it. A t  prefent Britain alone

# It has been already obferved that the price o f  Britiih coal on 
the eail coaft o f  Ireland, is lower than it is in many parts, where 
manufactures o f  iron are carried on in Britain. It  is remarkable,  
that as the latter affetts to encourage the fpreadingof  manufactures, 
lb partial and impolitic a tax as that on coals carried coaitways, 
Ihouid be adopted. It  is about five times as much as the duty on 
coals exported to Ireland. T h e  duty on coals carried coaftways 
from one port o f  Gre at  Britain to another is 5s. 4 i ?^d. per W i n -  
cheller chaldron. T h e  duty on coals exported from Gre at  Britain 
to Ireland,  is i s .  i ^ d .  per chaldion. T h e  duty on coals import
ed into the port o f  London,  8s. 7d. per chaldron. T h e  duty  on 
coals exported to foreign countries in Britiih bottoms, 8s. o j d .  per 
chaldron. T h e  duty on coals exported in foreign bottoms, 14s. 43d. 
per chaldron.

f  T h e  extravagancies, the uncommon proceedings o f  Ireland, 
and her unfettled ftate, may reafonably prevent it at this time ; and 
her frequent threats o f  an abientee tax do not feem very judicious 
or well  calculated to promote migration to Ireland. M e n  will  not 
truft their property in a country where fuch an arbitrary and 
impatient difpofition is Ihewn, or lay it out where it can be

* liable to fuch difadvantage and reftraints. T h e  author being 
himfelf in the predicament o f  an abientee, ihouid not have made 
this obfervation, i f  he fuppofed the tax l ikely to take place, or 
that the change o f  property from one country to the other would 
be. very difadvantageous, at a time when eftates in England fell

* at  23 years pure hale, and under ; but  indeed i f  fuch a tax could 
ttfeftually be eftablrfhed in Ireland, the price o f  land would jiro- 
fcabiy fall to ten years pure hair. N o  abfentee,-however, would keep 
land there longer than he could pollibly avoid it. Ireland would feel 
a fcarcity o f  money, much greater than ihe has ever experienced. A s  
ihe may fomttimes wartfittoney, it is not quite prudent to talk o f  
fuch meafures. Englishmen arc not very fond of lending money to 
Ireland ; and they wil l  be much lefs fo when they recollect the lame 
reafpn exilis fur taxing the money ot an abfentee on mortgage, as 
the land o f  an abfentee j there is this dilFerence, indeed, that the 
mortgagee draws more money in proportion, and a clearer and 
larger income, trora the country than the proprietor o f  an eltate.

pays



pays above fix hundred thoufand pounds yearly for that 
article to foreign countries. T h e  following account o f  
expences on a ton o f iron from Ruifia, fhews the difference 
in carrying on the manufacture in the tw o countries. N o  
k fs  than 5I. 5$. id . the ton.

£ . s .  d.
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Com miflion,lighterage,Ruflla cuftom, and all 1 0 Xo jq

other Ruflia charges, J
Ruffian duty on export, - - - - - - 0 9 0
*  T h e  Sound duties, -  -  -  - -  - -  0 2 8
T w o -th ird  port charges, -  -  -  - -  - 0 1 6
Freight and Infurance, about - - -  - -  0 1 9 0
Landing, Cuftom-houfe charges, duty to the \ Q 0

Ruffia Company, in London, & c. & c .  J *
D u ty  in Britain, -  - -  -  - - -  - 2 1 6 1

5 5 *

T h e  duties on importation into Ireland from Britain are, 
O n  unwrought iron, 10s. per ton.
O n  hoops, 4s. id . per cwt.
O n  iron, ore, and cinders, 5|-J per ton,

Ireland makes little bar iron; her importation o f  iron 
increafed near a third in ten years, which proves the in- 
creafe o f  her manufactures and o f her confumption, as her 
importations o f  wrought iron have in general increafed, and 
not inconfiderably ; butJlill the latter are not great when 
compared with her confumption.

O n  an average o f three years, ending 25th M arch, 1773, 
iron imported into Ireland,

C w t.  qrs. lbs.
F#om the Eaft Country -  74>683 3 25Í
t r o m  Britain -  -  -  -  44,352 1 4J

T o ta l  119,036 i  2

T h i s  Sound duty f®metimes amount from 50I. to i o o l .  and 
more, on a fingle ihip’ s cargo.  It  is an extraordinary inltance to 
what nations will  lubmit  through habit ; but, conüdering the 
riling power o f  Ru/îia, it may not Jonglait ,
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D itto  o f  iron, on an average o f  three years, endin* 2 « h
M arch, 1 7 8 3 : 0

F rom  the Eail C o u n try *  . . . .  ^ 8 8 ^  ^  
F rom  Britain -  .  . . . . .  74,730 Q

T o ta l  173,218 i  14.

Export from Ireland o f  iron and iron ware for the fame
years.

Ironmonger* ware. Iron.'
Value Tons Cwc

1 7 7 1 —  29 4 9 — 9 0
1 772 —  10 5 6 —  * 4  2
1773 —  22 13 10 — 2 4

Hardware Ironmongers ware Wrought iron Iron
Valuc Value Cwt q lb Tons Cwt

1781  16 3 o  253 6 3  25 O O 0 0
1782 22 h  4  2 19 o  75 3 7 0 0
*/83 31 3 9 6  85 3 9 359 2 0  8 1

Imports into Ireland for the year ending 25th M arch, 
J7^3> ° f  iron and iron ware.

Hardware, value -  -  -  -  21,773 2 i o i
Iron, cw t. q. lb............................164,187 1 o"
Knives, N o ....................................5795833 o  o
Mermits, N o. - - - - -  9,797 o o
Pots, N o .  - - - - - -  748 o o
Razors, N o . - - - - -  14,865 o o
Sciffars, grofe, dozens -  - 757 9 o
Scythes, dozens -  -  -  -  4,089 o o
Small parcels, value -  -  -  24,473 17 5 f
Iron ore, tons - - - - -  323 o o

Alm oft the whole o f the above articles were imported 
from Britain, except iron, which came from feveral coun
tries in the following quantities :

From  England - - - - -  61,943 2 o  
Scotland - - - - -  3,144 1 o

*  T h e  import into Ireland from St, Feterlburgh alone, in 1784, 
was 35x4 tons, or 50,280 cw t,

Guernfey
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G u ern fey  -  -  -  -
Jerfey -  ; -  -  -
Sweden -  -
Ruffia -  -  -  -  -
D enm ark and N orw ay
Eaft Country -  -
G erm any -  -  -  -
Flanders -  -  -
N e w  Y o r k  -  -  -

4 °  3  7
136 2 14

83,489 3 H  
12,873 i  21 

1 ,15 2  o  14
63 o o

525 o  o
728 2 14

90 o  o

P A G E  3 6 9

Ireland, in truth, had infinitely more caufe for com - 
plaint, and had been infinitely more oppreffed, than A m e 
rica ; the latter had never fubmitted to half the huttful re- 
ftriftions in which the other had for many years quietly 
acquiefced. s

o
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F R O M

Mr. W i l l i a m  G i b b o n s ,  Merchant,

T  O

S i r  L U C I U S  O ' B R I E N ,  B a r t .

Bri/tol, June i i thy 1785.

S i r  L u c i u s  O cB r i e n ,

^/rH7A V E  n°  but it remains on your memory what 
palled between us in 1778, when on a free trade to the 
Colonies being opened to Ireland, I had the honour o f ne
gotiatin g for the iron trade on the part o f Great Britain 
with you on the part o f  Ireland.

VV e then, as now> wifhed nothing but equality,, which 
was the bafis of our propofals to you ; and I have a plea- 
lure in the recolle&ion of what you was pleafed to fay o n  
that head, viz. “  T h a t  you was honourably treated by the 
u iron trade o f England.”
. Left, from fomething in the public prints, a contrary 
linpreffion fhould be made on your fide the water, refpe^t- 
ing the conduit ot the iron trade 011 the prcfent important 
treaty negotiating between the two kingdoms, I take the 
liberty, on public grounds, to write you this letter, and 
declare to you, that the fame liberal opinion ftill rules the 
trade.—  i'hev wiih for nothing but equality, without aiking 
any compenfation for the local advantages o f  Ireland, which 
ihe has a right to ufe without reftraint.

W e  wiih equal duties on the import o f the bar, or a 
continuation ot the equalizing duty to thofe countries it 
was enacted for in 1778, or fuch a bounty on the export o f 
our wares as ihall equalize us if  neither o f the two former 
propofals could be agreed on. O u r Adminiftration cannot, 
we prefume, promile for fame, and will not for any one of 
the three. ( )n this account we have carricd our petitions 
into the Houle of Commons, praying relief, and lhall do

D  k ' the



the fame into the Houfe o f Lords ; and on no other grounds
have we moved on the prefent occafion.

O u r wifh is, that the moft friendly impreffions, each o f  
the other, fhould remain on the minds of the two coun
tries, whofe welfare and intereft, u fc iua ona norm 5

Pf  “ L “ g y  for .h i ,  intrufion, th in kin g  f t *  de- 
clarations due to the liberality o f  our intentions.

[ 2 6  ]

I am,

W ith  great refpeft,

Y o u r  moft humble fervant,

W .  G I B B O N S .

D u b ! i r ,t
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Dublin., June iq th , 1785^

S I R ,  ; ' I f  ■

î  A  M  favoured with your letter from Briftol o f  the n t h  
inftant, which I can the more readily anfwer, as not only 
the fubftance, but the particular expreflions thereof, were 
communicated fome months ago to the public in a pamphlet 
o f  Lord Sheffield’s on the trade of Ireland.*

And as from this circumitance, as well as others, his 
Lordihip appears to have a£ted in fome degree, in confort 
with thofe gentlemen who have prefented the petitions to 
Parliament, to which your letter refers -, you will allow me 
occafionally to advert to that publication.

I muft, however, firft exprefs the pleafure I feel in again 
acknowledging, that f j  far as I was connected with the né
gociations o f  1778, I thought myfelf honourably treated by 
the gentlemen concerned for the iron trade of England ; not 
that I was ignorant at that time, that o f the iron confumed 
in Britain, and exported from thence, one third-part was 
made from the ore at home, and which ought therefore 
to have been taken into confideration, i f  the object ot that 
day had been to eftablifh a rule o f perfect equality between 
thefe tw o kingdoms.

N either was I uninformed the heavy articles o f  iron 
ware, fuch as rod-iron, hoops, and nails, & c .  were the 
only ones which Ireland could have any hope o f exporting 
under the regulations o f that day, and that in thefe a ton 
o f  rod-iron, or o f hoops, required little more than 21 cw t. 
o f  bar-iron, nor a ton o f  nails more than 24 or 25 cw t. 
and confequently that 30 cwt. the average then {truck for 
every fuch ton of manufactured iron, was by no means a 
ju it  equivalent.

I  did then conceive, as I confefs I  do now, that there 
was no law  *  which prevented Britain from drawing back

*  Obfervations on the manufaélures,  trade, and prelent ftate o f  
Ireland, by John,  Lord Sheffield, Dublin Edition,  page 225, & c .

*  I  have fince fo ug ht  for fuch la w without fuccefs ; if 1 am 
Hjiftaken, however, I  am very ready to acknowledge my error, not 
that  it is at this day in any degree materai, for Britain now allows 
the free exportation o f  bar iron to A m e r ic a ,  and to all her own 
plantations.
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all the import duty on bar-iron, (except the old fubfidy) 
when ihe ihould export the fame to her fettlements in 
Africa, and therefore I faw no reafon (founded in equality) 
w hy Ireland ihould be bound to pay 2l. I os on the export 
o f  every ton o f  the fame fort o f iron to the fame market.

I knew too, how much lefs the diftance was from the 
Baltic to London and the eaftern coafts o f England, than 
to Dublin and the greater part o f Ireland, and that the 
Englifh bringing their iron from Peterfburgh as ballalt for 
their naval flores, the expence of carriage by thefe means 
was fo greatly reduced, that the Iriih merchants found it 
their intereft to import their Ruflia iron circuitoufly through 
London, rather than dire&ly, though the former w ay was 
loaded with double freight, commiiTion, and infurance.

Neither was I inattentive to the claufe inferted by the 
iron agents in the Éngliíh  a£1 o f  Parliament, (as a condi
tional precedent) whereby Ireland is bound for ever to the 
fpecific payment o f the larger duties therein mentioned, fo 
long as ihe fhall be permitted to enjoy this branch o f  the 
colony trade, while England was left at liberty to alter 
her rates as beft might fuit her own convenience ; and ac- 
cordinglyfhe has fince allowed all duty (except about 3s. 6d. 
per ton) to be drawn back on bar-iron exported, not only 
to her own Colonies, but to the free States o f  A m erica, 
without taking any notice, as I recollect, o f  her agree
ment with Ireland ; and from that period fhe has been at 
liberty to fend out her own iron, wrought or unwrought, to 
any part o f the world, free from all duty whatfoever, and 
all foreign bar iron fubje£t only to this trifle ; while Ire
land, under the a£t o f  the laft Seiïion o f  her Parliament, 
was prohibited from fending to the Britifh Colonies even 
her own bar iron at lefs than 2I. 10s. or that iron manu
factured at lefs than 3I. 3s. I id . per ton. A nd with refpeci 
to foreign bar iron, (whenever Ireland m ight fend it) the 
d ire â  trade o f Britain, thus difincumbered, could have 
little reafon to fear any competition from a country, thus 
taking the commodity immediately from herfelf, and export-, 
ing it circuitoufly with fo many additional charges.

W h e n  therefore I exprefled myfelf fatisfiedy it will hardly 
be imagined I referred much to thofe eftimates * , which our 
author ftyles the average or par or duties, and which he is 
pleafed to fay were then deemed fair between the tw o coun-

* Obfervations on Ireland, p. m ,  222, 225,2 7 tries,



tries, and were made out to avoid a variety o f calculations 
Oil different articles. Perhaps whoever confiders them in 
that light only, may not be inclined to think that they are 
quite fo juft or equal.

B ut the general confederation of that time was, whether 
the trade of die Britiih Colonies ihouid be opened to Ire
land. I was then convinced as I now am, that with re- 
fpect to the exportation ot manufactures made o f foreign 
iron, Ireland never can, by poiîibility, become a fuccefsful 
rival to G rea t Britain in that trade ; and, therefore, fo far 
as I was confulted in that négociation, I felt no difficulty 
in conceding to the terms propofed on behalf o f  the Britiih 
iron manufactures, by thofe refpeCtable gentlemen who 
promifed in return, to affift in removing fome part, at leaft, 
“  o f thofe hurtful reftriCtions upon trade, o f which Lord

Sheffield fays Ireland had in truth infinitely more caufe 
“  for complaint, and by which ihe had been infinitely more 
cc opprelled than America, and under which ihe had never- 
“  thelefs for many years quietly acquiefced.” *  And this 
enlargement was become, in m y apprehenfion indifpen- 
Ably neceifary to the fecurity o f every part o f the empire 
at that critical moment, when Am erica was all in arms, 
when General Burgoyne and his whole army had, but a 
little before, been obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners, 
when i  ranee had juft then compelled our Sovereign to de
clare war againft her, and when domeftic diftrefs had 
rendered the fituatlon o f  Ireland no longer tolerable.

A t  that time, as at prefent, unreafonable jealoufies had 
arifen againft Ireland ; as many petitions againft any en
largement in the trade o f Ireland had been prefented to Par
liament, and had matters been permitted to go on as they 
have fince done, w e ihouid then too have had a chamber 
o f  manufacturers, who might poffibly have held the refufal 
c f  every thing to Ireland as the common bond of their aflo- 
ciation, and their friends might have compofed a party 
embarraffing at leaft, if  not too ftrong for the minifter. 
T h e  claufe, therefore, relative to the iron trade, which was' 
iuppofed neceilarv to give Britain fecurity in her depen
dencies, and iuificient to quiet all uneafinefs in the mind of 
the iron manufacturers, was agr.ed to. T h e  caufe of Ire
land, in return, received liberal fupport from Lord Bagget, 
M r. Burke, then member for Briftol, M r. Com be, and

many
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tnanv other refpeclable gentlemen ; and I think all engaged 
in that négociation had a right to fay they had been h ^ o u r .

North (if  he may not think it neceflary to afFeft 
forgetful nefs o f  every thing that happened at that period;, 
w i l î  perhaps a c k n o w l e d g e ,  that to this concefiion he was
indebted for his fuccefs upon that occafion.

Ireland too had reafon to fay, upon the whole, Ihe had 
been honourably treated, fince the firft breach m the mono
polizing fyftem of the colonies, and the firft liberal enlarge
ment of the trade and manufactures o f  Ireland that haa been 
made fince the year 1660, was then made ; and though 
fome gentlemen may arrogate to themfelves much m ent 
for having affeded to force forward a part o f tnis bulmeis, 
when they knew it was impracticable, and for having oitereu 
their afTiftance, when they knew it was unneceffarv, ye  ̂I  
muft be permitted to fay, that the principal, and a 1 t .e 
material parts o f  the commercial liberty now  enjoyed by 
Ireland, were in fubftance conceded to her in 1 77 *̂

O n  the n t h  o f  April, 1778, the Britiih Houfe o f C o m 
mons came to refolutions, T h a t  it was proper and juft,  ̂i l l .  
T h a t  the feveral articles, the growth or produce o f  tne 
Britiih plantations in the W e ft  Indies, Africa, or Am erica, 
ihould be imported d ireâ ly  into Ireland. .

2dly. T h a t  all goods, wares, and merchandizes, the 
produce or manufacture o f Ireland, or o f  G reat-Britain, 
legally imported into Ireland, or foreign certificate goods, 
legally imported, might be exported from Ireland to the 
Britiih plantations.

3dly. T h a t  all reftraints by Britiih acts on the glafs* 
trade, fo far as related to Ireland, ihould be taken off.

4-thly. T h a t  all reftraints by Britiih acls on the impor
tation into Britain o f  Irifli fpun cotton, ihould be taken
off. r  .

5thly. T h a t  all reftri£Hons by Britiih a£ts on the im
portation o f  Iriili fail-cloth, ihould be done away.

T h e  2d. 3d. and 4th o f thefe then pafled into laws, the 
5th, being grounded on a miftake, was dropped by confent. 
And fome difficulty arifing in the detail o f  the firft, which 
it was found neceiiary to regulate by concomitant a£ls o f  
the two Parliaments, and to accompany with tedious Cuftom -

houii
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houfe calculations ;— on account o f  this detail only, this- 
was by common confent deferred ; the Britiih Houfe o f  
Commons, however, having previouily, in fome degree, 
pledged itfelf to the meafure ; not only by agreeing una- 
nimouily to the principle in the refolution, and by ordering 
in the bill, but afterwards, on the 6th o f M ay, on debate, 
in which almoft every member of leading abilities in the 
Houfe, delivered his opinion in favour of opening this 
branch ot Irifh trade j and by a divinon, 011 which the 
numbers flood thus :

F or the bill 126
Againft it 77

M ajority 49
A nd the M inifter having promifed for himfelf and his 

friends to bring it forward, and fo far as they were able, to 
carry it through as foon as ever the Parliaments o f the two 
kingdoms ihould be fitting at the fame time. T h e  Iriili
Parliament not meeting the next year, nothing could be
don’e -, and yet thofe who were not ignorant o f this caufe 
abufed the Minifter as if  in fault. But the year after, as 
foon as the Houfes met, Lord North brought forward the 
remainder o f this fub jeâ  which had been poftponed, and 
agreeable to his regulation in 1778, compleated the fyftem 
o f the Colony trade.

A nd as evidence that the whole o f this bufinels was 
really adjufted in 1778— it may be fufficient to add, 
that tho’ fixty petitions were at that time prefented to the 
Engliíh  Houfe o f  Commons againft thefe enlargements o f 
the Irifh trade ; yet every fet of thefe petitioners, their 
agents or friends, having been feparately negociated with, 
and fatisfied of the propriety and expediency of what was 
defired, the Houfe on the 22d o f  M ay, 1778, was informed, 
that the petitioners declined being further heard, and in 
confequence thereof no new petition was prefented, nor 
further obje£tion made to the remainder of thefe meafures 
in 1780, when they were concluded, and when Ireland had 
the fupport of the friends of the iron trade— and therefore 
I  muft lay that Ireland was honourably treated.

T h e  event has fully juftified my opinion ; years have 
fince el a p fed, and vve may refer to experience. T h e  whole 
export o f  Ireland in iron and iron manufa&ures, under 
their various denominations, has been (and probably ever 
w ill continue to be) an objeft too minute for national oh-

feryation>
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fervarion, i f  the prefent alarm had not fwelled it into foms 
degree o f  fignificance.
» Lord Sheffield has given an account o f  it for the yearsv 
1 7 8 1, 178 ?, and 1783. T h e  medium value th ereof in
cluding as well thofe aiTefted as thofe not affefted by the 
regulations o f 1778, has amounted only to 500I. 14s. 3d. 
A n d  the imports o f  Ireland in iron and iron manufactures 
from G reat Britain alone exceed n o ,o o o l .  every year. 
T h e  laft o f  thefe three years o f  exportation appearing the 
molt confiderable, 1 lent for the particulars thereof to our 
Cuftom -houfe, refolving to fubject every part thereof to 
the ftrict examen o f  his lordfhip’s obièrvations ; I  found 
him ftating from thofe concerned in the iron trade, that 
<c Ireland paying 10s. only where Britain pays 56s. fhe 
Ci mujl underlell the latter, not only in A m erica but in 
“  Portugal, which takes moil iron hoops, and fo materially 
<c in heavy iron wares, that ihe mujl very rapidly fup- 
“  plant Britain in that branch o f  trade, unlefs the export 
“  o f  the manufacture be protected by a bounty exceeding 
tc the import duty on bar iron, as 30 cw t. thereof will 
“  make lefs than 22 cwt. wrought iron.”

I therefore looked what this m ighty exportation might 
be, becaufe here Ireland was in polfeifion o f  every benefit 
o f  this export trade ihe could poffibly enjoy, and this was 
not a new acquirement under the acts o f  1778 , but was an 
advantage ihe might avail herfelf o f  from time immemo
rial. I found that not a fingle pound had been exported to 
that kingdom :— I enquired what had been done in the 
fubfequent year, and I received the fame anfwer. I could 
not find that Ireland had ever fent thither any manufactures 
o f  iron, though the export o f  our native commodities to 
Portugal (with which heavy iron wares might have been 
cheaply fent as ballafl) had heretofore been one o f  the 
moil coniiderable branches o f  the Irifh trade, till a per
haps too zealous attachment to the Navigation laws o f  
England, and to the interefts o f  her W e i l  India colonies, 
in favour o f  whofe monopoly we lately (but for the firft 
time, by an Irifh act of Parliament) prohibited the impor
tation oi the-fugars o f  Brazil ; 1 fay, till this attachment 
afforded a pretext to the Court o f  Portugal (in violation o f  
a vail number o f  treaties repeatedly fworn to by her 
monarchs, ana in which Ireland is exprefsly named) to 
feize and fell our accuftomcd merchandize in her ports, 
and to declare that Ireiand had no right to fend any articles
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r  3 2 3



into her dominions. And in this degraded and infulted 
fituanon Great Britain has thought fit to leave her

In the mean time Portugal has opened for herfelf a new 
market for her wines in Ruffia, from whence in return ihe 
may import iron cheaper than any part o f  thefe iilands can 
lend it to her ; i f  (he imports it in bars, *  the labour o f 
converting it into hoops, it is laid, will not exceed 20s. a 
ton ; but Ruflia will fave her even that trouble, iince, as 
we are informed, E n g l i l W n  with Engliih  capitals are 
there erecting large works for rolling and flitting iron,

X i o  lomc inen, however, one conlolation will 
remain, that Ireland certainly will be excluded from this 
trade.

A s  the manufacture o f  hoops feems pointed out as one 
ot the principal objects for jealoufy, allow me from the 
ame accounts to obierve, that the entire exportation 

irom Ireland to all the world, o f  Ironmonger’s ware, 
funder which title, in our Cuftom-houfe returns, hoops 
are included) amounted but to 64I. I think his Lordihip’s
account ftates it at'851. 3s. çd. f  f  *  ri.jcdv /

It appeals further, that the whole export from Ireland 
o f  iron manufactured and unmanufactured for that year, 
to the Britiih feulements in the W e ft  Indies, and to 
N o v a  Scotia, Quebec, and Newfoundland, did not ex
ceed 44I. It is not neceflary for me to ftate how readily 
our W e ft  Indies can be lupplied with fuch articles by the 
Dutch from St. Euftatius, or by the Swedes from the new 
feulement they have acquired from the French. Heavy 
iron wares will make excellent ballaft for Gottenburgh 
herrings, and will form an aflortment materially interfer
ing with the export o f  thefe articles from every part of 
the Britannic ifles. T h e  liberal fpirit o f  the firft Iriih 
propoiitions, by allowing every part o f  thefe three king
doms to export the produce of the other duty free, wifhed 
to lend out Britiih manufactures in all her aiïorted cargoes, 
inteimixcd in many inftances, no doubt, 'with her own * 
the narrow policy o f  manufacturing monopoly would 
totally exclude the produce o f  one, perhaps, in the end, 
to the ruin o f  both.

W h a t  remains o f  this general export o f 500I. after the 
deuu&ions 1 have ftated, may be iuppoled tor the greater
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t>art to have gone to the independent ftates in Am erica, 
And here I find m vfe lf  forced to take notice o f  two para
graphs in the publication I have a l r e a d y  quoted : ; O n e  
«  fatisfaftory mode, fays the author, o f  equalization and 
“  reciprocity will be, by laying duties on exportation of 
«  iron manufactures from Ireland to all parts, equalI to 
tc t]ie charges with which they go from Britain ; and this,
«  ;t ;s fai(£ would be confonant to the fpirit o f  compact, 
<c ancj in return for the participation o f  the colony trade.

And again, “  unlefs iron manufaftures go to the 
«  American States from Ireland, charged with the iame 
cc duties and burdens as from Britain, it is obvious, that 
“  Ireland muft, in time, have the whole o f  this trad e; 
«  and unlefs Britain obtains this equalization, lhe fub- 
“  mits, not to preient, but to future competition, vvith-
“  out the leaft return.”  .

T o  thefe very extraordinary and unwarranted doctrines, 
the fii'ft anfwer o f  Ireland ltiuft be dire& contradiction ; 
and therefore, however infignificant the objeft may be in 
point o f  value, yet, for the fake o f  the principle, lhe mutt 
aflert that what is here called a latisfa&ory mode o f  equa
lization, muft fo far, by every friend o f Ireland, be 
deemed m oil unfatisfa&ory, and by every friend o f  juitice, 
•nioft unequal. T h a t  when the free kingdom o f  Ireland 
exports her own manufadtures to foreign flates, w ho are 
inclined to receive them, no power on earth (her own le
gislature excepted) has a right to interfere in the duties on 
i u c h  exportation. T h a t  luch an interference is in co m 
patible w ith  all general ideas o f  liberty, and not confondant 
to anv c o m p a â  entered into by Ireland ; and I muft ia v , 
not w ithout forne warmth o f  feeling, is inconfiftent w ith 
the fpirit and the letter o f  that négociation I am fuppofed 
to have taken fome part in. And that with refpeft to this 
verv  iron trade to A m erica, our author was pleafed to 
aoree with me in fentiment, while he contended againft 
the trade o f  the American States only, without involving 
Ireland within the Inhere o f  his hoftilities. In his tra d  o f  
the commerce o f  the American ftates *  may be iound the 
following very explicit words. u Ireland laid a charge 

upon manufactured iron exported to the Colonies,

* Observations on Ireland,  page 229.
* Observations on the Commerce o f  the American States, by 

John, Lord Sheffield. Sixth Edition,  Lo nd on ,  page z i .
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which equalized the charge the Britiih manufa&ured 
“  iron was computed to carry out with it. It is true, the 
“  American States are no longer Britiih Colonies, and 
“  therefore Ireland m ay, without breach o f  compaft, 
44 lend her iron manufactured there free o f  duty, and this 
*c is an additional reafon for taking off" -the duties on ex- 
“  portation ; coals, and the means o f  manufacturing, 66 however, are much in favour of England.”  And this 
fentiment has been continued through fix editions, enlarg
ed and corrected. I have too high an opinion of his L ord- 
fliip, to think it poilible he could allude to, and he, 1 am 
lure, has too ju i l  an opinion o f  Ireland to. think fhe could 
countenance, that fort o f  cafuiftry which ihould fay, an 
act might be done becauie it was not within the letter, 
though it was clearly within the fpirit o f  a folemn agree
ment. L e t  then the fpirit and the words o f this compact 
fpeak for themfelves : it is contained in a provifo o f  the 
act o f  the year 1778, § removing certain reftrictions, 
which England in violation o f  the Navigation A c t  and o f 
all antecedent ufage, and, I might fay, o f  right, had im - 
pofed on the Iriih trade ; it runs thus, cC || Provided, that 
4C nothing herein before contained ihall extend to bar iron, 
44 or to iron ilit, rolled, plated, or tinned, nor to any 

fort o f  manufactured iron wares, until a duty o f  2I. 10s. 
44 per ton on fuch bar iron, and alfo a duty o f  3I. 3s. 
44 i id . Iriih, per ton, on fuch flit, rolled, plated, or 
4C tinned iron, and manufactured iron wares, exported 
44 from Ireland to the Britifh Colonies or Plantations in 
44 Am erica, or to any o f the Settlements belonging to 
44 G reat Britain on the coaft o f  Africa, ihall be impofed 
44 by fome act or acts o f Parliament, to be made in the 

kingdom o f Ireland ; and that then, and in fuch cale, it 
44 fhall and may be lawful, from and after the commence- 
44 ment of, and during the continuance o f  fuch refpective 
44 duties, but no longer, to export any fuch iron or iron 
44 wares from the laid kingdom o f Ireland, directly, to 
44 any Britifh Colony in Am erica or on the coail o f  
44 A frica , in any lhip or veffel that m ay lawfully trade 
“  thither, fubject to the regulations therein before men- 

tioned, any thing in this act or any other act to the 
a  contrary notwithilanding.

§ iS 2nd 19 G e o .  3. c. 55.
II 12 Car.  2. c. 18,

[  35 ]



“  Provided, neverthelefs, that if  any bounty or premium 
tc (hall be granted or allowed in Ireland on the exportation 
cc of fuch iron or iron wares from thence to the faid 
“  Britiih Colonies or Settlements in Africa, then the liber- 
“  ty herein beforementioned to export fuch iron and iron 
cc wares d ireâly  from Ireland, (hall, during the continu- 
cc ance o f fuch bounty or premium ceafe, and fuch iron 
“  and iron wares ihall, in all refpe&s, be fubjeft to the 
cc like reftri&ions and regulations, penalties and forfeiture?, 
u as fuch goods were and would be liable to if  this aCt 
u had not been made.”

N o w , is not the whole o f the meaning o f the bufinefs 
reduceable to this :— W h ile  England had the dominion o f  
the Am erican trade, (he had a right to make terms with 
all thofe ihe admitted to a participation o f  it ; but when 
ihe declared Am erica independent, ihc had nothing left to 
make a grant to which conditions could be annexed— the 
confideration for fuch conditions all ceafed : And what are 
“  the words, “  T h a t  nothing in this afl: fhall extend to iron, 
a & c .  unlefs fuch duties are impofed, otherwife the trade to 
“  be fubje£t to fuch reftriftions as if  that act had never 
cc paîied.”  N o w , fuppofe this aft had never paifed, or that 
the Iriih had not granted the duties fo as to intitle themfelves 
to the benefit thereof, how would the trade o f Ireland be 
now affeóted by the reftri£tive laws o f  Charles II. ? Ireland 
has declared they ihall not bind her— Am erica has declared 
they (hall not bind her, and Britain, to all intents, has re- 
linquifhed them with refpeci to both countries. I f  I dwell 
upon this poution more than perhaps it may feem to de- 
ferve, I do it upon this principle, that it involves confe
r e n c e s  much more exteniive than at firft appear ; for i f  
it be founded in juftice, and purchafed by a valuable co n 
fideration, it goes equally to every commodity we may 
ever import from tfr export to America, which were re- 
ftricfced before 1778.

But to return to thefe very exceptionable paragraphs in 
the obfervations, where it is faid, that Ireland ihouid tax 
tne export o f her manufactures to all parts, in return for 
the participation o f the Colony trade :— T o  this I anfwer, 
that Ireland has always paid more than an adequate 
compenfation for the participation o f  that trade, in which 
ihe exports little more than what ihe always fent, that which 
the neceiTities o f  the W e ft  Indies cannot difpenfe with, 
and that which ihc perhaps had much better retain at home

for
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for her own flarving people, her provifions. There was a 
time when our noble author thought we did make a re-

n°t fcruple t o fp e a k  out his fentiments on 
that fubje£L None *  fays he, but the moil unthinking 

can iuppofe Ireland will continue to give the monopoly 
o f  her market to the W e ft  India Iilands, unlefs her 
ihare ot the monopoly of the W e ft  India market is pre-

1 lerved to her except linens, Ireland has no trade of 
conlequence but proviiions.”

w A^ t mon°poly the W e ft  India planters, or rather 
V eit India proprietors, refiding in Britain, and the mer
chants, like other monopolifts, fo far abufe, as to ob
lige us (as t.ie Dean ot Gloucefter has well obferved) to 
pay 25s. per hundred on the fpot, for i'uch fuçars as we 
might purchafe, in the other fettlements, for iós. or even 
12s. per hundred, and where we might alfo purchafe them 
with our mUnufachires and provilions.------ T h is  participa
tion too has led us to impofe near ioo,oool. a year new 
taxes on t,11s neceilary o f life, in aukward imitation of our 
elder iiiter, whole iuperior wealth enables her to bear 
lucn burdens.— And this participation, in the year 1780, 
led us, for the firft time, to lay prohibitory duties on the 
liigars ot Lrazil, and has thereby contributed to lofe us 
the whole trade o f Portugal ; though I muft fay, none o f 
t-icie maae a part o f  the négociation o f  1778, nor is a trace
?! • t?  ^ e m  to be found in the proceedings o f the 
Britim Parliament of that year.

W h a t  then ihall we fay to that other part o f this para
graph, in which, endeavouring to call in aid the fpirit o f a 
tree and generous people, it would reprefent Britain (with
out this fancy-formed equality in all parts) as reduced to 
that ft ate of humiliation, that fhe muft fubmit to prefent, 
or to future competition, without the leaft return ? that is' 
i f  Ireland ihall trade with any other country upon earth, ihe 
muft make a return to England for that trade \ if  ihe has 
any natural advantage, ihe muft make a return, ihe muft 
not prelume to eat even her own potatoes without making 
a return. O n  the other hand, Ireland fays to thefe iron 
iegiilators, we do not pretend to interfere in your bufinefs ; 
take oft all duties on the importation o f  raw iron, if  you 
think it beft, and as the noble Lord in one place has advifed 
you ; or continue them all on, as he advifes you in another ; 
or grant bounties in their place, as hefeemsto recommend in
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a th;rd ■____ W e  have no claim to interfere in your to n -
« , « ,  we only demand to be left in the enjoyment o f  thofe 
natural rights which the G o d  o f  nature, and the vigo 
our renewed conftitution have intitled us to.

And, belides, Ireland thinks, that when her abfentocs 
carry 1,500,oool. at leaft, every year to Britain, ihe docs 
make a return, even if, m purfuit ot thoie rents, ihc
ihould be found entering into competition.

But fav the co n fu ta tio n s ,  without this equalization (or, 
as I think, I  ihall demonftrate it ought to be called, 
without this exclufion) Ireland muit, in time, have the 
whole o f this American trade. And this reminds me ot 
a circumftance in our hiftory, fo exceedingly appo.ite, that
I hope you will indulge me while I relate i t . - —  \ ovm d s  
the latter end o f the reign of K in g  W illia m  III. tne good 
people o f England became exceedingly jealous ot lorae 
little induftry that appeared in Ireland, and that w e mould 
prefume to enter into competition, as they laid, without 
making anv return ; it is true, laid they, we have drawn 
away from thence a great part o f the nobility and gentry, 
and all the money o f the country ; we have utterly diia- 
bled them from contributing in the fame proportion that we 
do to the public revenue ; we have annihilated their foreign 
trade ; the productions o f their country are confequently 
cheap, and this cheapnefs, and this limitation o f taxes re- 
fulting from their impoveriihed ftate, may enable them to 
underlell us in every foreign market. I heir lands being 
depopulated by emigration, they have turned themielves to 
the breeding iheep, and have ventured to enter into co m 
petition with us in the woollen manufacture, the itaplc 
trade, the golden mine, the undoubted inheritance o f  E n g 
land, handed down to us from our anceftorsfor 100 gener
ations ; but we alone are intitled to a monopoly of this trade, 
and vve are able to lupply the wants ot the world ; w * I he 
a  expediency of endeavouring, on the part o f Ireland, -to 
tt make this a principal manufacture of that kingdom, and

of vying with a favourite eitabiifhed manufacture ot

* T h o u g h  the very words here marked are taken,  I confefs,  from 
the Observations, page 2,19 and 231,  yet  whoever w i l l  take the 
trouble o f  looking into the Journals ot Parl iament of this time, 
into M r .  Smith’s Memoirs of W\.oi, and the Polit ical W ri te rs  of 
that peiiod, though they muft fo far detraft from the praife of oi i-  
ginality,  yet they mult allow our A u th o r  the merit of being an e x 
cellent copyiit.
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,c G reat Britain, may be doubted. It will be difficult ta 
u raife the manufacture in Ireland in competition with 
1C that o f Britain, the capital o f Ireland may be otherwife 
u  employed to advantage, particularly in manufacturing 
u leather or linen and then followed menaces to Ireland^ 
in all the language o f affeCted humility ; “  but thofe 
“  concerned in this great manufacture hope, that if  their 
u equitable defire is refufed, and further meafures ihould 
<c be neceflary, that the Legiflature will moreover proteCl 
u them by further regulations which may be fuggefted.”  
And to this was added, this vapour equally idle and in- 
fincere. u And they declare alfo, that unlefs they are pro- 
“  teCted by the Legiilature, they muil defert the works 
“  which have coft millions, and migrate with their capi- 
“  tals to Ireland ; the lofs to the nation, they fay, it is un- 
u necelfary for them to itate.”

Such arguments, fupported by fome ideas o f felf intereft, 
were irrefiftible ; the iron hand o f power daihed down in a 
moment that pretty edifice which the feeble induftry of 
Ireland had taken centuries in erecting.— But mark now 
the confequence, the hiftory of a part o f  which has been 
tranimitted to us by a great ftatefman :— O ne Courteen, 
an Iriihman (fays Lord Hallifax,) carried over with him a 
colony o f thefe ruined Iriih manufacturers to Portugal, 
where he was kindly received by the Conde D ’Ereceire, 
the then prime Minifter, and they there eftabliihed that 
woollen manufacture, which, in fpite of all the efforts of 
M r. Methuen, has been continued down to the prefent 
time, a perpetual caufe for contention with England, and 
"which, if  I do not greatly err, will ere long put an end to 
that antient intercourfe and affeCtion which fo long has 
fubfifted between Portugal and England. In the mean 
time the miferable Irifh wrorfted manufacturers, thus de
prived of bread, fpread themfelves over France, Flanders, 
and Germ any, and this Proteftant perfecution, from a 
bigotry in trade, like that Popifh one, from bigotry in re
ligion, on the revocation of the ediCt o f  N antz, was an in- 
ftruinent in the hand of Providence for fcattering induftry 
through nations who might not otherwife have fo eafily 
attained i t .— T h e  Irifh nation did not recover this blow 
for near fourfcore years ; the empire in general was weak
ened by it, and yet, if  we can credit M r. Smith, the moil

intelligent



intelligent writer on this fubjeft, *  even Britain did not 
thereby receive any proportional advantage.

Is there then any particular occafion, at this time, to 
encourage the fpirit o f emigration from Ireland ; or is it 
necefTary, from time to time, that fhe ihould be depopu
lated ? ' Is it advifeable, that to gratify ill-founded appre- 
henfions, every man who can wield the Hedge, or toil oyer 
the furnace, ihould be difcontented, and driven away with 
his little property to work the iron mines o f Am erica. It 
is to no purpofe that men fay, as yet you can do us no 
harm, as yet you are unacquainted with the myfteries o f 
this trade ; but oppreifion and diftrefs, which have made 
Heroes and Philofophers, have alfo made mechanics and 
manufacturers, and it is the difcontented and the diftreffed 
who, at all times, have fpread arts and manufactures 
through the world 5 and let it not, I  pray you, be too foon 
forgot, that were it not for thofe Iriihmen, whom domeftic 
oppreilion had fo lately obliged to fly from their native 
country, and whom fubfequent diftrefs had compelled to 
take up arms againft their Prince, the 'I hirteen States of 
Am erica would have now been the Thirteen Britiih C o lo 
nies, and our G racious K in g  would have ruled in peace 
over the nobleft empire 011 the earth.

Every time I touch upon this ftring, it brings feelingly 
to my mind that fublime apoftrophe o f  the Father o f  the 
G recian ftage :

* Oppreffion, \vhere it fprings,
Puts forth the blade of vengeance, and its fruit 
Yields the full harveft of repentant woe ;
Behold this vengeance, and remember Greece,
Remember Athens ! Henceforth let not pride,
Her prefent rights difdaining, ftrive to grafp 
Anothers, and her treafur’d happinefs 
Daih to the ground ; fuch infolent attempts 
Awake the vengeance of the All-ruling Power.

I have wandered from my fubject, allow me to return to 
our author, who fays, thus authoritatively, that Ireland, 
unlefs reftrained, mull in time have the whole of the A m e 
rican iron trade.— Let us gratify our opponents with the 
converfe, and fuppofe the Iriih henceforth to be excluded; 
and let us further allow him to fuppofe, with the Indian,

* Memoirs o f  W o o ! .
# Æ f c h y l u s  in Perfas.
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that they are to inherit all the mental ah*I all __  «
abilities o f  thofe they have fo fuccefsftilly deftfoved S i

England ex p ea  to enjoy this trade w ithout a rival ? by no
fneans ; the noble Author* and even voii - ^îr u , .« 
out a fufficient number o f  competkors ; “  R uffia,‘ G erm an^ 
“  and other countries, f  which have iron Without duty will 
«  underfell us m the manufadure o f it, efpecially as flitting 
« a / i  ÏÎ® s are now ere&ed in Sweden and Riiffia 
« í -  ^ uiria’ Engliihmen* w ith Engliih capitals * , are 
^ ereftin g  large works for thefe. purpofes.- A s  the duty
« n° n  “ S’ the manufa^urer of nails, fays-«dr A u th o r /  
«  IC Ruffia’  m ‘ght afford to fell them 4I. a ton cheaper 

than w e ca n ; Ruflia makes great quantities for home 
conlumption, and having now taken off the dutv, maV

‘ I reí y  r  ^  US-”  And aS3in’ "  A s  now
ftands, the Ruffians, may import into G reat Britain, and
afterwards export to the Am erican States* fiich o f theit*

“  wares as are made o f  iron and iteel* cheaper than we cart
make them j fo, Sir, you, and the other gentlemen exa-
mined with you before the Council §, ftate, that formerly
you had a very confiderable export o f  nails to L iibori
but that you were totally deprived thereof by the m an u .
fatfurers ot Liege* and other places, which can furniih

t c îeaPer* an.̂  yet Engliih nails were from E n g - 
4 liih iron, that paid no duty ||, and were exported from
4 the port of Briilól, the nearelt to the place o f  their ma- 
cc n u faâu re .”

Holland and f  landers fell iron wire, I believe* cheaper 
than any other country ; when Ireland lately attempted a 
manufaóhlre o f  that lort, ihe was obliged to lay on a pro
tecting duty lafl: feffion o f Parliament in favour o f this in
fant trade. It was laid on generally* and fo continued for 
a  few months ; but in the beginning of the prelent feffion 
that duty was taken off the Engliih wire, and continued 
on the D utch, and this without any felicitation ; and this 
I mention as one inftance how tenderly Ireland is in
clined to treat the manufactures of England* and how 
ready to reétify her own inadvertencies.

Î  O b f o  vations on A m e r i c a j page 1 7 .
*  Obfervations on Ireland, page 235.
J Obfei Vations on America,  page 17.
§ Report o f  the Committee o f  the Council ,  printed for JOHN 

S t o c k d a l e , )  page 50.
H Oblervations on Ameri ca ,  page 10.
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A J d  »  « t a .  t o  -

“  z  a s  & x 'L t
«  probably too ihe may have vems ^
“  facture of iron f  was fo great,
«  1 769, and 1770, ihe exported to G rea t Britam  a n n u a l*

O n  a M edium , , â

K Bar iron -  -  •  ^ 592 *ons*
«  Pig do. -  -  -  4,624
li C aft do* m *  + 12

“  T h a t  the laft iron manufa&ure- % has had great f u o  
« cefs in fotne parts o f  A m erica ; that the Am erican 
« fcvthes and axes §  are better than the B n tiih  ; that fome 
« o f  their i r o n  poffeiTes the quality o f  toughnefs in a. great 
“  degree ; that only previous to the war there were very few 
“  forges II for making anchors in Am erica ; that iince the 
«  commencement o f  the war, confiderable quantities o f  
li. fteel ff have been made in N e w  Y o r k ,  N e w  Je“ ey j an 
«  Pennfylvania.”  A nd muft we be compelled to fend our 
hardv fons to perfect thefe foreign manufadtures, with all 
their feelings actuated by the fenfe o f unnatural and impo
litic reftraint in their ow n country ?

It is time to turn our thoughts to a m o r e  agreeable 
part o f  this fubject ; I mean the actual profperity o f  the 
iron trade in England, and the invigorating proipect ot 
future extention, and in this there are few men rejoice more 
than I do ; for though by birth, by name, by the fituation 
o f  mv property, and by principle, I am an Iriihm an, yet  
I  ain proud to fay I have m uch honeft O ld  E n gliih  blood 
in  m y veins, and where-ever the real interefts o f  that 
country are concerned, I  feel myfelf in 110 inconiiderable
degree an En glifhman. ,

in  1778, it was ftated, that between 300,000 and
400,000 perfons were maintained throughout Britain b y  
the various branches o f  the iron trade, and I hear it has 
lately been given in evidence before your Houle oi Lords* 
that no lefs a capital was engaged therein than 14,000,oool. 
iterling, 10,000,0001. o f  which was fuppofed to be the

*  Obfervations on A m erica ,  page 117 .
+  Ditto,  118 .  I  Page 14.
£ Page I) Page 16.  ç  Page i s .
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value o f  the ftock in hand, and 4,000,cool, the value of 
the various apparatus by which that itock is worked up or 
rendered marketable.

A  number o f  very ingenious men have for fome years 
applied their abilities and induftry to the various branches 
o f  this bufinefs, and it has fo thriven by their exertions,
“  that there is a probability, fays the noble writer, *  that 
<c in a few years England may be able fully to flock the 
ic market at home, or as he more ftrongly exprelTes it in 

another, f  there is a reafonable hope that enough will 
<c be made in Britain to fupply thefe kingdoms with that 
€t neceffary article, then the duty on foreign iron [w hich 
cc by the bye is the only matter now attempted to be let 

up as a bone o f contention between thefe two kingdoms] 
w ill ceafe o f  courfe, as it will not anlwer to bring in 

€i foreign iron when it can be made at home in fufficient 
€C quantities and at as cheap a rate.”  And to this pleaiing 
hope the quantity o f  proper coal diifuied throughout 
Britain and daily difcovering itfelf in new works gives 
additional aiTurance, the quantity o f  which conlumed is fo 
prodigious, that his Lordinip tells us, one company alone 
in Shropfhire ufes 500 tons o f  coals daily ; and this ad
vantage, at leaft, [when he does enter directly into the 
fpirit o f  this controverfy] he has no difficulty in ilating 
very explicitly to be altogether againft Ireland. T h u s ,  
in talking o f  our lending iron to America, he fays, u  coals 

and the means o f  manufacturing are however n>uch in 
*c favour o f  England.”  t  And again, in talking ot irifh. 
fait, § he lays, the Irifh fait, is weaker than the Englifh, 
becaufe it is not fo much boiled ; J cc and this is among 
<c many articles in which Britain muft always have açi ad- 

vantage through her greater abundance o f coal."  
However, as England has ever had her mines o f  iron 

and o f  coal, as they have been long known, while her 
manufacturers and merchants have been dilbnguifhed by 
their intelligence and enterprise, it may be worthy o f in
quiry what are thole matter-fprings which o f  late have

* Obfervations on Ireland, page 215 .
■J* Ditto Page 212. . m*
X Obfervations on America ,  p a g e 2*.  ,
§ Obfervations.  ,
j| But note, fait on the contrary is weakened b y  much boil ing,  

and the bay lalt is the ftrongeil in the world,  becaule it is not boil
ed at all, biit evaporated by the moderate heat of  the atmoi^heie.
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given fuch accelerated motion to this vail machine ; and 
among the fir fto f thefe I fhall not fcruple to mention the 
Inland Navigations. T h is  fyflem o f  navigation [here- 
tofore ill underftood] was new formed about the time o f  
his prefent M ajefly ’s acceffion by M r .  Brindley and M r* 
Smeaton, and has not many y e a r s  been brought to per
fection, though at this day the Engliih  N avigation  excçl 
any thing o f that fort that can be found in Europe, and 
thefe it is that open an eafy communication and u n ex- 
pen five intercourle between almoil all the confiderable jron 
w o r k s  in England ; it is thefe which bring together iro/j 
ores o f  different kinds, and countries whole com m ixture 
renders the whole o f  fo much eafier fufion -, they carry up 
lime-flone [another powerful flua] inlo the higher coun
tries in which iron ore and ieams o f  coal abound, but 
which are generally o f  a gr itty  or cold ilone nature ; or 
the ore thus colleCted they carry to the coals, not indif- 
criminately to every coal mine, but to thoiê only which 
are particularly adapted to thefe kinds o f  work, b y  their 
more readily parting in the operation1 o f  coaking with their 
fulphur and their arfenic, thofe fubftances rendering iron 
brittle; or they carry the coak to' the colleCted oars ; they 
alio fupply in the fame manner Strowbridge clay f  an<i 
other refraCtory earths neceflary for the furnaces; from 
the melting pots the metal is carried to the forges often 
fituated at a great diflance, and heretofore generally placed 
where there were confiderable falls o f  water to work the 
great hammer, [though fleam engines, I hear, do now in a 
great meafure remove that neccflity ;]  from the forges the 
iron rauft be conveyed to the flitting and rollingjmills, or to 
thofe feats o f  the ilill further improved manufactures o f  
Wolverhampton, Rotherham, W allfa ll,  Birm ingham  and 
Sheffield ; from whence they are carried b y  the fame eafy 
conveyance to every domestic market, and to the ports o f  
exportation, Briftol, Hull, and Liverpool, and from thençç 
coailways to the great emporium o f  London, whçre they 
.fcie fure o f  advantages which no part o f  Ireland can ever

* • • % I » 11 í # * ; *

# A n  Trifliman might here complain o f  fome feyerity, every d if
f iculty being thrown in the w ay  o f  his importing thefe clays for his 
furnaces under colour o f  foine old aft ,  which prohibits theexporta -  
^ on ° f  Fullers Earth fit for the woollen manufacture, but to which 
thele bear no relemblance ; while  on the other hand the Irifli freely 
admit the exportation o f  thefe earths which M r .  W e d g w o o d  and 
othei gentlemen ufç in their Stafford/hire mànufaftures.

poffibly



jpoffibly attain to, the extenfive track o f  that metropolis 
affording confiant opportunities o f  conveying t o T  
market m  the world every article that any merchant may 
W.lh to fend on his own account, or that his correfponient 
m ay have ordered exactly in whatever proportion he de
fires, at reafonable fr ig h ts ,  and oftentimes in exchange for 
other commodities. ô r

T h e  next advantage arifes from the general increafe o f  
the wealth and elegance o f  England, which makes her 
own home market not only the greateft in the world, but 
greater than all foreign markets fhe can ever find put to
gether; and the fecuncy ihe has given herfelf o f that mar
ket by protecting duties, efpecially by thofe two modern 
ones, o f  5 per cent, each, which have been laid on the 
produce o f  the former revenues ; and to thefe let me add, 
the advantages ihe ever enjoys in Ireland, which isherbeft 
foreign cuflomer ; advantages iecured to her by the twentv 
proportion?, i f  they ihall be agreed to as they paffed the 
B n tijh  Houie o f  Commons ; the i6th  o f  theie providing 
an effectual preference to thefe commodities in the Iriih 
market over fimilar articles coming from every other part 
and the j ith taking care that fimilar Irifh manufactures 
Ihall not be poured into her market for home confumption 
at a duty lefs than i o -  per cent, while fuch E n glifh  ma
nufactures are to be exportable from our harbours on e x 
act ly  the fame conditions with our own.

1  he next advantage arifes from the great private capital 
embarked in this buiinefs, which hath not only grown up 
Vvithin"a fe w  years § ,  a lm o ft/ ^ «  a Jiate o f rum to its prel 
lent gigantic fize, but has been able, in that time, to lay 
out millions in works preparative only to the manufacture+- 
a few years ago,' then, the flock m ud have been compara
tively of little value, and the proi'peCt have been uninvit
in g — / ^  competition o f Ireland, with all its terrors flaring  
them in the face. It is not probable, that much hereditary 
fortune was introduced, nor have vaft funds been drawn 
from other manufactures, or we ihould have heard iome 
complaints o f  this revulfjon. It is moft likely, that the 
fums laid out in thele vaft works have gradually accompa
nied the fucceis of the manufacture ; if fo, I rejoice e x 
ceedingly at it, and that ingenious men ihall have fo

r 45 3

$ O blervations on Ire la n d , page 2 1 1 .
O bfervations on Ireland, page 2 3 1 ,  $cçf

m u ch j



much benefited themfelves b y  thofe labours, which Have 
Sfo benefited their country .; m ay virtuous induftry_ for 
ever be fo rewarded ! A t all events, this progrefs, in a 
f to r t  time, from ruin to more than princely affluence, has 
been fo rapid, as to exceed every thing that is to be found 
in the whole hiftory o f  trade and manufaftures, and indi
cates a profpenty which, in a few years m o r e  muft com - 
pleat whatever o f  this great work remains ft.ll  to be ac- 
c o m p l i f h e d , — in a much ihorter time than will probably 
brin1* forward even the fmalleft o f  all that multitude o f  
events which have been pointed out as neceflary before 
Ireland can, in any degree, become your rival even in her 
own markets. W ith  materials inexhauftible, with the ca
pita! and the experience that are now acquired, with the 
works that have been erefted, and the ik ilfu l workmen 
that have been formed, it will be much eafier to add 40 
or 50,000 toa  to the iron yo u  make every year, than it 
was to’ advance it to its prefent ftate.

0  fortunate n'imium fu a  f t  bona nor int.

K ' 'Új' M ' o
T h r ic e  happy m en! fo likely long to enjoy thofe bene

fits with which Providence has vouchiafed to blefs you r 
labours ; i f  you but be guarded againft thofe ill-founded, 
but tormenting apprehenfions, thofe unbrotherly jealoufi'es, 
the parents o f  ill offices, which have been fo indefatigably
prepared for your minds.------ W h a t have you to do w ith
the dirty game o f  politics, or who fhall be for one day, 
perhaps'for one whole week, the M inifter o f  England ?—  
T h e  propoiitions for arranging the trade between G rea t 
Britain and Ireland but little extend to your particular bu- 
finefs 5 i f  they Hand, how can you be injured by them ? 
i f  they are rejected, how can you be benefited ? T h e  fyf-  
tem between the two kingdoms, fo far as relates to you , 
is not the work of the prefent Chancellor o f  the Exchequer,
to all whofe works your newly acquired advocate has de
clared himfelf fo dccided an opponent.— It was the work 
o f  his own familiar friend Lord N orth, aflifted by fome o f  
your own faithful and intelligent patrons and brethren, 
and, in fome degree, negociated by a man who may be 
allowed to fay he has good wiihes for you. I f  it was in 
jurious, your advocate, when he was in Parliament, would 
have altered it, or at leaft he would have hinged it ço you . 
W h e n  he became openly a political writer, on this very

11 fubjectj
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fu b je a ,  in his American Obfervations, he would have 
apprifed you o f  your firuation— Although I differ in al- 
nioft every thing that relates to the prefent queition, yet 
I know and refpedt too much the noble writer’s knowledge 
and zeal for the intereft 0f  England, to  think he would 
negledt his duty it there was real danger.— A s there vva* 
none, this fubjeft was then fuffered to reft, becaul'e it was 
not then known, that the prefent M inifter would brincr 
forward his proportions- ; or even by thatUpecies o f  wit  ̂
which delights in bringing together heterogeneous things! 
at would be poffible to unite this fubje£t with them. &
■ T h e y  have been,' however, unfortunately united, and 
the confequehce it ieems is, that England muft either be
come a tyrant over Ireland* impoiing new tatfes upon her 
tradew ith  foreign nations, or O ld England muft be un
done.----- -It no longer remains doubtful, in our Author'*
opinion, it is brought to a phyfical certainty and demon- 
ft ration, <£ T h a t  unlefs a tax, an additional’ tax, fhall be 
“  laid on this neceffary o f  life (and which the Jriih Par- 
“  ligment never will impofe), Ireland muji very rapidly 
“  fupplant Britain in her trade, the works which have coft 

millions muft be deferted and go to ruin, the manu- 
failurers muft be undone, and then they m u ftg o e m i-  
grate with their capitals to Ireland/’ I f  the writer o f  

this latter paragraph had not taken fo much pains, through
ou t the whole o f  his work, to prove he was no Irifhman, 
\ fhould have been inclined to confider this as the manu
facture o f  my own coun try; but I muft now prefume this 
to be my own miiconception, and that it is only the four 
millions that muft be loft outright, and the ten millions 
that muft migrate to Ireland.

*Venit fumma Dies et ineluïïabUe Tempus 
Dardania., fu i  mus Trocs, fu it Ilium et ingens

Gloria

*  T i l l  I met thefe lines, I muft own, I  was at a lofs to under
hand our A u t h o r ’ s M o tto  to his Iriih Observations;  i f  they..had 
been intended for the benefit o f  Ireland only,  “  Spes veftrae uritis”  
was ealily enough applicable to our conduit  j while you are laid to 
have veins of coal at home, and while men, on that fuppofition, de- 
fire to reltrain your iron and other manufaétuiVs, you foolifhly im
port 2Co,ooo ton o f  foreign coal, and thus burn and deftroy every 
hope o f  Supplying yourielvcs with this neceifary o f  life ; but when 
I round this Pamphlet was calculated for the meridian o f  England

r °*ly»
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Gloria Teucmrumi favus Jupiter omnta A f g o s f

Tranjlulit.

I t  muft be fo, Sheffield thou reaforieft Well.
And yet, without preem ption, m ay I be permitted to 

examine this reafoning in its parts, and thefe premifes one 
by.one, which are to fupport this conclufion ; objetts ieen 
through a mift are magnified in proportion to their m d i i -  

tinftnefs ; a n d  I confefs, when I obferve in every thing i  
have read upon this fubjeft an affefted obfeunty, a compli
cation o f ideas, and a reiteration o f  the fame arguments* 
or rather affertions, as it were to make Up ill apparent num 
ber for what they may be deficient in weight, I am defirous, 
if  poiTible, to difpel this gloom, and to ihew  things in 
their natural proportions by the light of unbiaflid truth, 
and to prove that there may be competition without injury, 
and then to hear the liberal voice o f  England crying out, 
as w e have heard her cry  out heretofore, “  L e t  Ireland 
<c thrive if  ihe can by her own induftry* if  fhe ihould even 
tc' be my rival, is Ihe not alfo m y fifter* T h e  moment I 

can find this difpofition o f mind, I am fatisfied I will 
<c fully convince her underftanding, that no injury can^ be 
4C done her in t h e  bufinefs now under our Con federation/*

A s I have mentioned, however, a n  obfeurity on this fub- 
je£t in an author diftinguiihed by his peripicuity on all 
others, I think it neceffary for me here to take notice o f  
the manner in which he has been pleafed to treat it. Some
times fpeaking in his own charaCter, at others in that or 
the iron manufacturers, and finally afiuming the character 
o f  Britain herfelf, “ thinking ihe has now  a right to co m - 
<c plain as an injured country*;”  fo that in the greater 
part o f what he has fet forth, I am utterly at a lofs to dif- 
tinguiih, whether w e are to confider it as the allegation o f 
an interefted party, or as the decifion of a difinterefted and 
competent judge ; whether as the voice o f  an individual, 
or o f a great nation* delivering their VerdiCt by this their 
foreman.

I muft alfo take notice o f the artful ufe which is made

only,  I  was at a lofs to find out w h o  were thofe hoftes, and what 
thefe Caftra Inimica,  till this fécond quotation from Virg i l  ihewed 
me that the Iriih were thefe enemies, that A r g o s  was Ireland* and 
here lay thofe inimical camps, which our A fca nius  would  perfuade 
his friends had not been yet fufficiently burned and deftroyed- 

f  Ireland,
* Obfervations on Ireland, page 224.
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.of the ambiguous term o f  iron manufacturers, wprds, 
which m one fenfe are confined to thofe who prepare the 
raw iron from the mine, m another, thofe who work it ao 
after it  has undergone thjp previous preparation ClafTes 
of men altogether diftmd, and whofe views in manv in 
fiances, we tnuft fuppofe contradictory it being the intcreiî
- t  ° ne 1̂ 5’ t ^ t  all duties on raw iron heretofore impofeJ 
in England fliouid be continued in full force, and that new

t i  h o , ^ K  d,ber UUp0red in Ire.landW  the amount^ without which, fays our authorf, it cannot be expefled that
Î  any .quantity ot iron will be made there, while it is equally

that

f  Obfervations on Ireland, page 228.

in Can,not ! ay  1 “  certain whether our author may not be
I Je!*> wlien he recommends to Ireland to lay on thefe larger «

c Z i : n M e , of r r ^ thc makers ° f  ^ X ï ™lure it .s a matter ot fe r m a  confideration for every maker and mànu- 
fafturer o f  non . Br i t a i n  how far it is h i,  imereft th at  i X d  

ould re tu rn to  this trade. For fome years (he has fhewn iefs in-

}'2T : : XO * 1 u * , t0 any 0lher adven<ure. Wh ether in
J f .  . ,  " l "  cannot be made here as cheap as it can be imported, or

that c p ' t a l  «s wanting for lo extent,ve an undertak ing or that the
Infr f i r  T  tl,:,“ rtlcle obtained from abroad makes men 
infenl.b e to the want ot it at home. B u t  i f  a duty o f  31. is once h i d

d n td u '  v Y VQ7  p',rp°(': « ^ « H i n g i n g  the home produftion,
iron an I I  T  S e nd’ be lai<1 on E n s liih W'1 ‘  «  foreign l ion,  and mnft be encreafed upon the manufaftured iron o f  all
countnes in the fame proportion the .. .anufaflure now beais to the 
mateual.  N o  In/h member would  be bale enough to propofe it 
°  to :’ n [ nlh Pwhainent,  and the noble A u th or  mu I  have
meant this ; for he never could have reçommended to any country a 
mealme which muft be ineffectual, and whofe only confequence 
wou d b e  to impofe an additional burden; and i f  this meafure 
ihouid have the propofed e ftea ,  Engli ihmen wil l  refleft how con
tinent it IS with their interelt, in order to fecurethis export o f  cool. 
Cor luppofe, i f  you pleafe, that export encreafed twenty.f<j]d) to 
force the In ih  into this branch o f  trade for which they (hew now fo 
litt.e inclination. T h e  lame argument wil l  hold with regard to 
bounties 111 Eiig ttnd 011 the export o f  their manufaihues.  I f  thole 
bounties arc to affeft Ireland Ihe wil l  grant fimilar bounties on her 
exportation, in which cale each country will  be impoverifhed to 
iupp y the: other with what (he has herfelf at home. . Or  i f  Ireland 
by the fyllem lliall be prevented from fending to England,  ihe will  
tnen counteract the new bounty by a proportionate duty at home:  
befides, 111 general it is the principle o f  your proportions, as expreffed
i n  the I 5th, to take away all warfare o f  b o u n t i e s  b e t w e e n  th e  two 
k ingdoms.  .

It  it ihall now be made manifeftly the intereft o f  Ireland to work 
her iron mines, and they ihall be found practicable, and Irilh een- 
tle.nen b y  certain feelings (to which 1 avow myfelf  notYhfenfible) 

bc e d u c e d  to come forward in this or any other niaaufaauie,
® capitals



that o f  the other, as he has clearly ihewn in another 
work, that all duty whatfoever ihould be taken o ff  this raw

n f ó n e * .  read, the Obfervations on the T r a ^ e W  
Ireland will eafily fee how  judicious a ufe is made o f  the 
duplicity of this term, to create apprehenfions and dangers, 
which would not otherwife have even the appearance of

CX And now to the particulars o f  our author’ s arguments

3P And the firft I  ihall take notice o f is indeed only by 
w ay o f infinuation, t h e  writer fearing, I  fuppofe, that the 
direft aflertion thereof, might not ftand that teft which 
Lord Shaftibury has endeavoured to eftabhlh as the criterion 
o f  truth — O u r author had ftated that Ireland now makes 
little bar iron*, and he might f a f e l y  have gone further and 
faid ihe does not make a fingle pound. He had itated a l lo t ,  
that till ihe lays on the heavy duty, that is, as he explains it, 
the duty o f  3I. os. gd. on every ton of foreign iron im 
ported t ,  it cannot be expeded any quantity o f iron w ill 
be made there, and he had very truly faid that Ireland w ill 
o b je a  to this, as charging her confumption heavily and 
unneceffarily H —  After which he propofeshis fuccedaneum, 
which is, “  for Ireland to import iron ore from Lanca-

canitals may not always be want ing.  T h e  very Engli ih gentlemen 
who would now gladly  perfuadé you that Ireland was created o nly  
that ihe might give employment to the manufa&urers o f  Britain,  
and that (he had no natural rights o f  a free country,  would then con- 
defcend to come over themfelves and carry on thofe trades for us.  
M r .  Bolton,  who appears at the head o f  all the iron petitions to par
liament, was in Ireland laft year, and would  have engaged in fuch 
works here i f  he could have got  gentlemen o f  probity and fortune 
among the proprietors to embark with him ; and I have now before 
me a letter from that M r .  T h o m a s  Smith o f  Manchefter, wh o,  in his 
evidence before the Lords ,  has fo ftrangely mifrepiefented the prices 
even o f  thofe articles o f  Iriih produce in which he deals himfelf,  and 
who fo profsly has vilified the charatter o f  every man o f  whom he 
has fpoken } in which letter he folicits encouragement from the 
Linen Board o f  Ireland, and offers to come over here and bring a 
confiderable number o f  artifts with him, and to perfect the cotton 
manufacture, and alfo eûabliih an extenfive branch in the fmail 
ware line.

•  Obfervations on Ireland, page 237.

•f Ditto,  p.

J Dit to ,  p. 126.

H Ditto,  p.
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u ftiire and Cumberland, as ballail for § oak bark ; and

if  pit coal and and peat, or turf, ihould be wanting in 
u Ireland, ihe might alfo import her coals from England,
^ from whence ihe can have them much cheaper than they 
<c can be fold in London, where many branches of the iron 
u manufacture are carried on; and to this he fubjoins, that 
a  peat has been ufed in England in iron works, although 
u  to no great extent.”

N o w  is not the necefTary inference from all this, that if  
peat or turf can be had in Ireland, we ihall thereby be 
enabled to carry on this manufacture to fufficient extent, 
and with fufficient profit, even with foreign ore, and with 
this great advantage, which in the fame page, and upon all 
occalions, he is fo good as to bring back to the recollection 
o f  both kingdoms, that as yet her manufactures do not pay 
all the excifes that are paid in Britain ;— and then the quef- 
tion refolves itfelf into this, have the Irifh Bog-trotters any 
turf? for if  they have, here is an infallible noftrum for 
making all their fortunes.

T h ro u gh  Ireland I have found it a general opinion, with 
which m y own experience coincides, that wherever coals 
can be laid in under 20s. a ton, it cannot be prudence in 
any man to ufe any other fçwel in large quantities for domef- 
tic ufes : but I wave, for a moment, that argument arifing 
from the expcnce, to confider what in other refpecls would 
be the fituation o f an Iriih company manufacturing bar 
iron, and obliged to ufe the fame quantity of fire that is 
ufed by the Shropihire company he mentions, and I may 
venture to ailert, i f  their fewel ihould be turf, in a climate 
fuch as Ireland generally is, not all the inhabitants o f your 
populous city of Briftol would be able to cut and fave and 
draw home that quantity ; nor would all the houfes in that 
great city furniih ftores fufficient for its preservation. I 
have found it in general a matter of fome difficulty, and 
in fome feafons impracticable, to provide a fufficiency o f 
good turf, even for one family ; but when the quantity mull 
be increafed, the ground to be covered with it for drying 
muft be enlarged, and the diftance and difficulty o f draw-

§ It  is to be hoped our author has given dire&ions for planting in 
Lancaihire and Cumberland,  contiguous to the iron mines and the 
fliore, thole vaft forelU o f  oak wKich are for ever henceforth to fup-- 
p ly  oak bark fufficient to freight fuch a number o f  veflels to 
Ireland as may require at leaft 10,000 ton annually for their ballalfc 
«inly*
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ing it muft be augmented, efpecially i f  the prefent fcheme 
be to carry it all to the harbours on the eaftern coafts o f Ire
land, to meet this ore which is to be imported from
Lancafbire, & c.

T h e  Shropihire company’s confumption o f  coal is ftated, 
by our Author, at 500 tons daily ; we compute a ton o f 
coal equal to 100 * keihes o f  turf, each containing 1 6 .  
cubical feet, confequently, th e  day’ s equivalent would 
amount to 800,000 cubic feet, and the year’s equivalent to 
about 292,000,000 of cubic feet o f . tu r f ,  which would 
therefore require for each fuch company three good turf 
ftacks, each of them fomev/hat larger than the greater 
pyramid of Egypt, which, as I recollefi, ftands upon 
eleven acres of ground, and is about 400 feet high. '

In Ireland, I remember this whim o f  making iron with 
turf was once tried, I  believe it was in the year 1755, or 
1757, but it was then proved to be a bubble, and the very 
idea has been ever fince laughed at.— O u r A uthor’s very 
refpeCtable friends, whofe very words he feems, in this 
inftance, to have adopted, though he has not thought it 
neceflary to communicate the whole to the public, yet muft 
have given him very different information. M r. Richard 
Crawfkay, M r. Jofeph Stanley, and M r. Samuel W a lk e r , 
when ' examined before the Committee o f  the Council +, 
declared very exprefsly, that it was not pojjible to carry o t  
any iron manufactory with peat fire only to any extent. 
W h a t !  is it not even within the limits o f  poffibility ? 
H ow  weighty then the argument to overturn the right and 
interefts of Ireland.

And now having pretty well got rid o f  our turf, let us 
examine the other part o f the paragraph, w hich recom 
mends “  fmeking Lancaihire ore in Ireland with Englifh 
<c coal, becaufe fuch coal may be had there cheaper than 
“  in London, where branches of the iron manufacture are 
“  carried on in hoops, rods, anchors, bolts, & c . ”  A nd 
here let me exhibit a notable iniiance o f  that equivoque in 
the word iron manufacture, which I formerly ftated \ for 
as London, from foreign iron, manufactures hoops and 
rods, & c .  in which the expence of firing is comparatively

* 100 x  16 — 1600 X  500 —  800,000 X  365 =:
292,000,000.

f  Report  o f  the Lords o f  the Council ,  page 4.7,
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trifling, it muft therefore follow as a neceflary confequence 
that Ireland, with the fame firing imported, can fmelt fo  ̂
reign ore, and forge the iron, and have it as cheap as the ' 
country in which all thefe materials are on the (pot and * 
grow  together.— I-would aik the noble Author this dire# * 
queftion, does he believe iron is fmelted and forged from 
thefe materials only, within the city*of London ? Does he 
believe there ever will, or does he think it poffible, fu c h u 
can be made there as cheap as foreign iron with all its fub- 
fidies is now imported into London ; and yet this is to be 
the foundation o f the prefent equalization.

O u r Author, in comparing the advantages which Ireland'* 
m ight have oyer Britain in the exportation o f rod iron % • 
and which he is pleafed to {late as amounting to between * 
15I. and 20I. per cent, confiders the coft of the Ruflia bar 
iron the fame in London and in Dublin, and the charge o f 
manufacturing in both places to be the fame, and'the diffe
rence to arife from the difference of duty only, and then > 
by his calculation ftates the coft of a ton o f  rod iron in • 
Dublin, after having paid the import duty on the material, 
to amount only to 13I. 3s. from which, if  you dedudt 
what he charges for the wafte and expence o f flitting, being’
l l .  ios. the coft o f  the iron muft have been but i l l ;  13s! 
Engliih. And now let me call upon his Lordfhip to de
clare (and I think he owes the explanation to both coun
tries), does he think it poiïible, with Lancaihire or C u m 
berland ore and Engliih coals, to make.fuch a ton of iron 
in Ireland for that price— and if not, why are w e milled 
with fuch calculations ?— I would go further, and call upon 
him to declare, did he ever hear that one ton of fuch 
RuiTia iron was ever fold in Dublin for what he mentions to 
be the London- price, deducing the difference o f duty ? 
— O r  that ever one ton o f  Iriih made rod iron ever was, or 
without great lofs could be, fold in Dublin for 13I. 3s. E n g 
liih ? And if  he proves any one of thefe fads, I will give up 
the whole controverfy. — And if  he does not, I muft repeat it, 
it was not v/ell done by fuch unfounded ftatements to excite 
animofitiës between thefe kingdoms.

T h e  next argument runs thus,. “  f  It has been generally 
iC fuppofed that Ireland has great difadvantages in working 
w iron mines when compared with G reat Britain, but the

*  Obfervations on Ireland, page 230.
J  Obfervations on Ire land*.page233, 234. ’
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« reafon does not appear, unlcfs it ihould, arife from wa«t 
« of capital. In general it may be obferved that the 
« private capital of Engliih manufacturers at prefent com - 
«  bats the purfe of Ireland in the hands o f  a bounttfol and 
“  liberal Parliament. But if EngUihmen w ill employ 
« their capitals in Ruffia, why fhould they not employ them 
“  in Ireland? and fome Engliih  c a b a l s  are now engaged 
« in erefling large iron works in Ruffia. — And to this 
is added, in a note referred to as the explanation, It has 
“  been already obferved, that the price o f  B ntifh  coa.s on 
“  the Eaft coaft of Ireland is lower than in many places 
« where manufactures of iron are carried on ; it is remarK- 
« able ?s the latter affcíls to encourage the fpreadmg ot 
“  manufactures, fuch a tax as that on coals coaftway*
«■ ihould be adopted.”  Y o u  will obferve here, as m other 
places, the fame contradiction o f our Author of his own 
opinions and aflertions, v/hich I ihould not dweil upon if  it 
ever occurred in any inftance where it was not for the 
purpofe o f doing fome injury or another to Ireland, or _ 
where the latter taken up opinion was not the moil un
founded. Y o u  will obferve the fame equivoque on the 
word manufacture as if it was o f any coniequence-to the 
prefent queilion what the price of c o a l s  might be in the 
Foreil of Dean, where the principal fewel is charcoal 
made from wood ; though I muil fay in the neighbourhood 
o f the Severn, I remember when I was at Briilol W ells ,
I bought my coals at 6s, 8d. per ton, and I was informed 
that to the manufactories in that neighbourhood they were 
afforded at 5s. per ton -, what is it to the prefent queilion 
what coals are at W oodftock, where a pair o f  ihoe buckles 
ihall be fold for 50 guineas ? ftate to me great fmelting 
works and forges where the fewel is ail coal, where the 
bufinefs is carrying on to profit, where the price o f  coais  ̂
is as dear as that of Britiih coals is on the Eaft coaft o f  
Ireland, and where the bar iron *  can be fold for 15 or 
1 61. a ton, which our Author ftates as the prefent average 
price ; or elfe w e but deceive ourfelves and the public. A n d  
admitting all thefe facts, the argument might ilill be fe l la - . 
cicus, as our Author feems purpofely to omit making any 
allowance for carrying thofe coals to the mountainous parts* 
o f the country in which mines are generally found, or for 
bringing down the ore from mines to our harbours ; for
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his argument here refers to working IrHh mines, and not to 
his extraordinary expedient o f  importing foreign ore. I 
muft obferve too on the net uncommon attempt to raife 
jealouf.es rn the mmds o f Englifhmen by for ever repeating; 
to them the little occafional bounties o f  the Irifh Parfia 
ment to infant manufactures ;— but does he mean to 
iuggeft that fuch bounties will give capital to carry on ex
pensive iron works, or to conter vail the fourteen millions 
we have heard of.

I confefs from the fa a  he has mentioned, o f Englifhmen 
carrying their capitals to Ruifia, I ihould have been inclined 
to have reafoned with myfelf in a different manner ; my 
nrit wifn probably would have been that my countrymen 
ihould keep their money at home for the improvement o f  
their own country— but if that cannot be, i f  the capital be 
too large for that purpofe, or the defire o f  gain or 
o f  change muft carry it abroad, then let my fécond wiih be, 
that it ihould be carried to my fitter country for her im-
P 5  ̂ it ̂  ntoth is my ftrcngth, and lince I
know  froni experience it will in fome ihape or another 
return from thence, together with its profits— this, in my 
mind, would be better than going to RuiTia or America, 
and I ihould not ffcrrifv men fo difpofed from the attempt, 
by collecting every ill thing that could be faid o f Ireland. 
I omit to make any particular obfervation on the polite and 
affectionate manner of flaring our humble endeavour to 
fuppiy ourfelves with fome o f  the mere necefTaries of life 
by the appellation o f “  this affe&ation of Ireland to ex
tend manufactures.”  i

I he next argument is this “  A s  to the article coals *, 
“  there is plenty in fome parts o f Ireland, and probably in
*  time they may be. got at as low a price as in England. 
a  T h e  iron ore, lime ftone, and coal, will be found in
*  the fame neighbourhood, and with the help o f fleam 
44 engines and navigations, (no country is better fitted for 
44 the latter than Ireland) iron works may be eflablifhed 
44 wherever thefe articles can be found. And again he 
44 fays, fome kind o f  coals, f  and generally the worft, an- 
tc fwer the purpofe o f  making coak much better than 
44 others ; there are forts of coals, which, when coaked, are 
44 not Efficiently cleanfed o f their iulphur and impurities 
“  to make a kind and malleable pig iron fit for the forges \

* Obfenrations on Ireland, page 2*6, 2*7,
. t  *!*•
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iC i t 'has not yet. appeared vjhether the lrijî> 'coal Is proper'for 
ct making coak. And again, the capita] improvement o 
“  coak bar iron by Meflrs. W r ig h t  and Jeflon is now 
<c generally praclifed, and it is this has iriifeh- improved the 
44 quality and increafed the quantity ot Engliih  iron.

W h a t  a mafs o f conjefture and o f aiFertion, o f  knowledge 
snd o f  ignorance, o f probability and o f impoflibility, an 
o f  contradiction, is here brought together, to fhew that 
Ireland muft ihortly deftroy the iron trade o f  England.! —  
M a y  her greateft dangers never ftand fupported by better 
foundations.

F or firft, it does not follow, becaufe coals have been 
found in fome parts o f Ireland, that therefore even there 
they are in plenty. It is well known both in Britain and in 
Ireland, that there are many collier ies that are not worth w ork
ing, at leaft to any confiderable extent ; either the vein is too 
thin, as was the cafe o f  that one M r. Bolton examined in the 
County o f  Leitrim, or too ftoney, or too much embarrafled 
with culm, or too deep— too much affefted with water, or 
the rocks too hard. I  am well acquainted with collieries 
o f  this fort on both fides o f the river Shannon towards its 
mouth, where the vein o f coal is not above eight or nine 
inches thick, and yet thefe have been flowly worked for 
years, for the benefit o f the culm only, and this may be 
faid to be in fome degree the cafe o f all the collieries ever 
opened in Ireland, that excepted, in the Kilkenny mines, 
(of which hereafter) that the coal produced is in fmall 
quantity, and I am confident no other colliery in Ireland 
ever produced one-twentieth part o f  what has been itated 
to be ufed by the one company in Shropfhire. T h o u g h  
the Drumglafs .colliery has been open for many years' in 
the moft populous and fpirited part o f Ireland, yet fo little 
and indifferent has been its produce, that Engliih  coals are 
burned within a very few.miles o f it, and thoie brought by 
a long inland carriage.

A gain , fome collieries are found in mountainous places, 
difficult o f  açcefs, and others on inhofpitable ihores, for 
the greater part of the year inacceflible ; fuch is the f i l ia 
tion of the Ballycaftle collieries, where, after the public had 
laid out large fums in endeavouring to make a harbour, 
the fea has finally triumphed, the work has been aban
doned, and no coals are brought from thence but in the 
fummer months, and thofe in fmall quantities. A nd 
exaôtly fimilar muii be the cafe with refpaót t o  any other
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xeins of coal that may be found in that mountainous part 
o f  the County o f  Antrim. A  convincing proof o f thefe 
aflertions may be drawn, I think, from the conduft of the 
Irifh Parliament, and the confequences thereof; coals 
being a neceiTary o f life, and the bogs in many places nearly 
cut out, our legiflature has been anxious to open collieries 
and as encouragement, has given a bounty o f  2s. per ton 
for all Irifh coals brought coaftways to the capital ; but 
though this bounty has fubfifted many years, and is perpe
tual, yet fuch has been the poverty of all our Iriih works, *  
that the annual amount o f  this bounty has been only 145I. 
6s. i  id . and the greater part of this for malting coals from 
Kilkenny.

A nd this deficiency in the quantity o f the mineral 
throughout this kingdom is not confined to coals only, but 
has been obferved in all our mines, o f lead, o f filver, o f  
copper, & c. none o f  which contain the fame quantities, 
nor thofe vail mafTes which are to be found in the mines o f 
Kngland ; fuch as the Paris Mountain of copper in W ales, 
the D u ke  o f Devonfhire’s lead mine in Derbyihire, the tin 
mines o f Cornwall, worked fince the time of the Phoenici
ans, and the collieries o f Newcaftle, which have fupplied 
London conftantly fince about the time o f Henry V III .  if  I 
recolledt right.

Perhaps it might not be a difficult matter to account 
phyfically for this inferiority in the Iriih mines, if  this was 
a proper place for philofophical inquiry. W ith  refpeft to 
the Kilkenny collieries, which are more extenfive, I believe 
even M r. Bolton, who examined them, will allure the 
Engliih  iron makers that they may reft in the moft perfect 
fecurity ; they are an excellent coal for making malt, 
becaufe they do not fmoke, and for that purpofe they are 
carried throughout Ireland; but they neither blaze nor can 
be coaked, and therefore are unfit for the iron furnace. 
'They only grow red like a mafs o f heated iron, and are fo 
full o f  fulphur, that if  ufed in a bed-chamber, the door o f 
which ihould happen to be ihut, the probable confequence 
would be death to the perfon fleeping there, o f which there 
have been too many inftances, and yet fo difficult is it to 
diveft this coal o f that fulphur, that the fame efFeft would be 
produced after the fire had been burning feven or eight 
hours. In ihort, I defy our Author to produce an inftance
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of one place in Ireland, where f u c h  iron fou n d ries  have 
been or are carrying on with Irilh pit coal to any
material extent. # .

But, fays our author, navigations may do much, and
there is no country better fitted for thefe than Ireland, and 
forry I am, I am obliged to contradict him in this aflertion, 
not that it would be material to the prefent argument, 
unlefs he could fhew thofe navigations led to collieries 
and iron mines; but the fa £  I fear will be found that 
there is no country more unfit for thefe than Ireland ; nrlt, 
becaufe the whole illand lies high above the fea, rifing fud- 
denly for the moft part from the coaft, as may be beft ll- 
luftrated by the Dublin canal, whofe loweft termination 
is 60 feet above the level o f the fea, and which canal rifes 
from thence 193 feet more in the diftance o f 17 miles, and 
this creating a multitude o f locks, makes our navigations 
more tedious in paffing, more expenfive in keeping up, 
and more eafily put out o f  repair than any others I believe 
in Europe. Another circumftance againft them arifes 
from the ftratums through which they pafs, which M r. 
Y o u n g  has well defcribed in his T o u r  through Ireland, 
where he fays, “  the circumftance which ftrikes me as 
“  the greateft Angularity o f Ireland, is the rockynefs o f  the 
“  foil -, ftone is fo general, that I have great reafon to 
u believe the whole ifland is one vaft rock o f different ftra- 
“  ta and kinds of ftone rifing out o f the fea -y in general 
“  this appears in every part o f  the kingdom. A nd this 
“  rockynefs of the foil is fo univerfal, that it predominates 
“  in every fort ; one cannot ufe with propriety the term, 
“  clay loam, fand, & c. it muft be a. ftony clay, a ftonv 
“  loam, a gravelling fand, & c .” — T h e  confequence o f  
which is, that wherever we have funk our navigations to 
any confiderable depth, we have been obliged to work our 
way with gunpowder. Another particularity is in the 
ftratum generally over this rock, which is a gravelly loam 
almoft as ‘difficult as the ftone to cut, and fo tenacious, that 
I well remember M r. Smeaton’s declaring, that if any en
gineer had told him with how little ilope we could venture 
to make our banks, he could not believe him till he faw it ; 
— the confequence o f all this has been, that the Dublin 
navigation, or as it is generally called, the Grand Canal, 
and which is the only work we have o f that kind of any 
confiderable extent, or which is in any very great forwardnefs, 
though it has the metropolis for its termination, and has

been
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been the favourite obje£t o f  the Parliament and of the peo
ple for a long time, though it has been near thirty years 
continually going on, and has coft upwards of 300,0001. 
yet it is not Hniihed fo as to be navigable more than thirty 
miles ; nor is any part o f it dug more than twenty miles ; 
and when it fhall be finifhed fo far as M unfter-Even, 
which I hope it will be in this l'ummer, there will be on 
this ihort fpace about thirty locks from eight to ten feet 
fall ;— from hence you may judge what time it will take 
to its final accomplifhment ; as yet I believe its further 
courfe is not even determined on ; but if  it goes directly to 
L ough  Allen, where the report of M r. Evans, the engineer, 
(mentioned or alluded to fo often in the evidence before the 
Council and Parliament o f  Britain, and by our Author) 
ftates, that there are iron and coal, I will venture to aflert 
they have not yet worked one third part o f the diftance be
tween Dublin and that lake, and therefore I ihall fubmit to 
every impartial perfon, whether the fyftem which in a few 
years may probably bring the Engliih  foundery to perfec
tion, or this plan o f navigation will be firft accomplifhed.

I would gladly haften to our Author’s particular calcu
lations, i f  i  did not find it necellary to fay fomething again 
on what is mentioned introductory to thofe calculations.
------ It is faid in the name o f  thofe concerned in the iron
trade * ,  that Ireland mo ft underfell Britain in her com 
merce with the American States, and alio on the conti
nent o f  Europe, fo materially in heavy iron wares, that ihe 
muft rapidly iupplant Britain in that branch, unlefs her 
export is protected by a bounty, which fhould be near a 
third part more than the duty, as 30 cvvt. o f  the bar will, 
on an average, make lets than 22 cvvt. o f  wrought iron ; 
and that Ireland will not oblerve the fpirit o f  her com
pact, to which ihe had agreed when the American States 
were dependent on Britain ; and that the compact was, 
that both countries ihould pay iimilar or equal duties +. 
And our author has certainly acted fairly in ftating this on 
heavy iron wares only, and in making his calculations on 
theie article’s only, becauie thefe are the only ones which 
Ireland, in her infant ftate, can be fuppofed able to make, 
or which Am erica, in her inlant ftate, and the W e ft  
Indies, in their infant and dependent ftate, can be luppoied
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able to purchafe. Rod iron, rolled iron, bolts, nail*, 
anchors, and hoops, are necelTaries o f  life, or for the
package o f their manufactures, or for their ihipping.-------
Befides, o f  the finer forts, much is rated under different 
denominations, and fubject to higher duties, or are rated, 
ad valorem, as hardware and fteel, and therefore do not 
fall within the compact.------ In the ftill higher m anufac
tures, the price o f  the material, comparatively [peaking, 
is loft in the value o f  the workman/hip, fo that whether 
the firft duty is ios. or 3L. is totally immaterial ; thus, 
merely to ihew  by an example how far this can be carried, 
let us fuppofe, for a moment, a ton o f  the pendulum 
fprings o f  watches could be collected, and that there could 
be found a market for them, thefe would be worth half the 
iron imported into England within the compafs o f  the 
year.— But the weight o f  all fine goods is trifling, and 
therefore whoever would make any juft and true average on 
this lubject, muft have before him the quantities, as well 
as the quality and prices o f  the different articles;— without 
this, he may amufe himfelf, or delude the public with 
computations ; he may fill his works with C uftom -H oufe 
extracts, and appear to the ignorant a man o f  deep re- 
fearches, but by thofe who underftand the matter he w ill
be ftill thought ignorant.------ A nd i f  this be the ju ft  and
only ground o f  computation (as I am convinced it is), I 
defire to fee how our Author can make out his aflertion, 
that 30 cwt. o f  bar iron will make lefs than 22 cwt. o f  
wrought iron, and that the equivalent ihould be nearly 
one third more than the import duty ; or even, as he elfe- 
where exprelles i t * ,  that in the grofs iron wares 25 cw t. 
o f  the bar would be an equivalent for 20 cw t. o f  the 
wrought, and in the finer kinds 40 or 45 cwt.

And yet even this would be fufficient to prove, that the 
computation o f 1778, was by no means made on an equal 
principle for Ireland, where not 22 cw t. but barelv 20 
cwt. is fuppofed the produce o f  30 cwt. o f  the material, 
and the equivalent is ftated not nearly but preciielv one 
th rJ more than the d u ty .— And now to come to "thefe 
particular calculations, which I muft beg leave to fet 
out in the Author’s own words f .

*  O bfervations on Ire land , p age  225.
f  O bfervations on Ire land , p age  229, 230.



C 6 i  ]

“  Calculations for Iron Hoops.

“  A  of  Ruiï a iron fit for hoops, coft in S '  d '  

17045 m London, nearly .  T,
afle o f  metal and charge o f  fmeJting, 3 1 0  o

«  n i â ° f  a t0nf  °J  hoons in London> - 1 8 o  oDifference o f  duty on a ton o f  bar iron in
favour ot Ireland. . . .

> - - - - 2 7 0

“  Coft o f  a ton o f  hoops in D ublin , - - 7 ^ 7 7
Diiterence in favour o f  Ireland, about 15I. 

per cent.

CC Calculation o f  fplit iron.

“  A ‘ ° , " ° t, R '‘f ' ‘ b ‘ r ‘ r° " ’  fit for rod i r o n / '  *’ *  
con in London in 1784. about

Valle  of metal and charge o f flitting, .

«  ° f  3 t0n ° f  r0d iron in London, 
Difference o f  duty in favour o f  Ireland,

1 4 0  o 
I 10 o

15 10 o  
2 7 0

13 3 0“  £ ° 2 ° f  a ton o f  rod iron in Dublin, .
Difference in favour o f  Ireland, between 

15I. and 20I. per cent.

I believe it will be obvious to every body, that thefe cal
culations have been made principally to e f ta b l i ih  the ob-  
ervations ftated at the end o f  each o f  them, that Ireland

1 c* a‘nH °™i lnftance J5 l - Per « n t .  in the other between 
furh rn H Per cent. advantage over England, and that 
luch conclufion could not follow, unlefs the general 

alue was kept low. A  moment, however, for argu-
™ , âkue’ 1 w , 'l allow our Author all his improbable, 
and all his_ impoflible premifes ; fuch as that a ton o f  
Kuilia  bar iron, fit for rods, was ever bought in D u b -

í,u 1 \ ‘A  (° r I4h iefs by 2 1  7s- ^ e  difference in 
duty) ; that fuch ton could be carried to Lucan, or Leix-
lip, the neareft fl itting mills, and there worked with coals,

S S !  tS S ° k f -  3 gU,Jnea, a and then brouS ht ^ C k  inrods to D ublin , and that the wafte o f  iron, and all the

expences,
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expences, ihould not ftand in more than i l  I os.— - I  
admit the whole o f  his calculation, that the ton o f  Ln gliih  
rods in London ftands in 15I. 10s. and in D ublin  13I. 3s. 
Engliih , and now they are ready in both places for expor
tation, fuppofe to the W e ft  Indies ; the E n gli go ou 
free • the Irifh  by the compact muft pay export d u ty  2I. 
i6 s /  3d. E n gliih , add this to 13I. 3s. and the amount 
will ftand thus on ihip board :

T h e  I r i f h , .......................................................... * 9  3
T h e  E n g l i i h ,  - - - - -  ^ 5  1 0  0

Balance in favour o f  the E n g liih , - - - 0 9 3

which is near three per cent, and which, coniidering that 
freight from London is always cheaper to the_ W e ft  indies 
than from D u blin , with the advantages arifing from fu- 
perior capital and the rate o f  intereft, is enough to de- 
ftroy any wholefale trade on earth ; to w hich, i f  thefe 
wares are made o f E ngliih  iron, muft be added 2I. 16s. 
per ton more, which in this computation is fuppoied paid 
as import duty ; and this proves demonftrably, of our A u 
thor’s own fhewing, how unequal was the compact o f  
1778. T h e  fame advantage o f  9s. 3d. will be found m  
h i s  o t h e r  computations, though the per centage will not 
be quite fo large. It is furprifing, after this, that Ireland 
has never fent any o f thefe heavy wares to the W e ft  Indies, 
and that ihe as ftrongly afferts flie never can, and yet this 
is  the prohibitory duty which fonae men have the modefty 
to infill upon that Ireland ihould now impofe on her ow n 
trade with free ftates, or that the muft be charged with 
breach o f  good faith and agreement.

I feel I muft have convinced every impartial mind, and 
yet thefe obfervations compel me to go one ftep further, 
and ihew, that all the miftakes herein are not altogether 
unintentional.

T h e  main intent o f  thefe calculations was to ihew, that 
Ireland would have 15I. per cent, in one article, and from 
15I. to 20I. per cent, in another, and to prove this, it 
was neceilary to ftate thefe articles far below their real 
value-

I f  a ton o f  rod iron in London coft but 15I. 10s. and 
there is a lofs upon that o f  2I. 7s. that is certainly at

the



•

the rate o f  15I. 5s. 6d. on every hundred pounds valu e,bu t
i t  that rod iron be worth 20I. though the lofs fhould be
ftill 2l. 7s. per ton, yet this lofs falls but upon a fifth part
o f  every 100I. and confequently is but u l .  I s s . inftead o f
15I. per cent. Ra.le  the price ftill higher, the lofs will be 
proportionally Jefs.

And now allow me to (hew how our Author him felf 
has ilated thefe prices in the fame year 1784, where there 
was no occafion toftate things too ftrongly againft Ireland. 
In his American Obfervationshe fa y s * ,

“  A  ton o f  iron when manufactured in Britain into rods
“  is worth -  .  .  r  nr

“  « o o p s  .  .  .  _ '  .  “
“  B o l t s ...................................................................”
cc Anchors -
“  N ails - .  Í
<c Hoes and axes .  .  -  A\
“  Anvils -  - .  .  à  *
ic T in  Plates .
“  . . .  ;  §

O h  ! ancient honour o f  the Britifh name ! can vou fuf- 
fer iuch arguments any longer to avail, to break the bonds 
o f  brotherly affeihons, and to alienate, i f  pofiible, from 
your markets your belt cuftomers ?

I have done with this part o f  the argument, becaufe I 
am fure I muft have convinced every man, that Iriih ex
portation never has, in a iingle inftance to any part o f  the 
world, interfered with the Engliih iron exportation ; that 
Ireland ne\erdid, nor ever can, import Baltic iron on the 
fame terms with the E ngliih , and therefore that ihe finds 
it her intereft to import it from London, in which cafe fhe 
pays not ios. but 14s. per ton duty, as the faft is ftated 
by the Lords of the Committee o f the Council J ; and

that

* Obfervations on Ameri ca ,  page 20.
X It; feems almoit unneceflary to multiply arguments on this Tub- 

jett ; whoever but looks at a map o f  Europe, and fees how E d in 
burgh or Hull  (lands with refpett to the mouth o f  the Baltic,  will  
be Satisfied: whoever recollects the ingenious arguments o f  the 
Scotch when they wiihed to induce the Iriih gentlemen to fubfcribe 
to their navigation from Edinburgh to G la fg o w , wil l  remember the 
principal one to be that, b y  that means we could import our Iron 
and navai ilores cheaper acrofs Scotland than we can do by long

Sea.
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that in a very ihort time England will make bar iron 
enough at home fu lly  to fuppiy thefe three kingdoms, at 
which time foreigners will be totally excluded, and E n g 
land w ill  have the monopoly o f  our market, upon the 
only terms any monopoly fhould be ever eftablifhed, that 
o f  fupplying us cheaper than can be done b y  any other 
part o f  the world. '
- I pafs over the exaggeration o f  the Shropihire com 
pany’s confuming 500 ton o f  coals every day, in which 
event, allowing even two tons o f  coal to make one o f  iron, 
that company alone might make between 70,000 and

fe a . T h e  ordinary freight o f  iron as ballaft from Peteriburgh to 
London is but 5s. per ton, the freight to Hull is 10s. belides infu- 
rance;  Ireland on a medium imports but about 750 ton o f  hemp, 
and confequently can little leflen by that means the freight o f  iron, 
which comes to her as a principal pait  o f  every cargo. T h e  m e 
dium freight from Peteriburgh to D ubli n  is 33s. E ng l i ih ,  beiides 
infurasce ; in the time o f  war this was more ftriking. In  the laft 
war  the demand for hemp, & c .  was fc great, that the freight of iron 
to London was never railed ; at the lame time that to D ubli n  from 
Peterfburgh was three guineas per ton.  Y o u ,  Sir, in the e x a 
mination before the Lords o f  the committee o f  council in F ebru a ry  
laft, in concert with M r .  Bolton,  M r .  W i l k m l o n ,  M r .  Reynolds,  
and M r .  W h ite  ||, have been pleafed to afcertain this fa &  and to 
aflign the true caufes o f  thefe confiderable advantages that Britain
has over Ireland------ your aniwers are ftated to me thus :-------
4( T h o u g h  the Iriih pay fomething o f  higher duty upon fo-  
“  reign iron imported from this country, together with two 
“  freights, yet thefe difadvantages are fupppofed to be counterba- 
“  lanced by the credit they get here, and which they could not get  
“  in Ruffia or Sweden. B y  our importing iron frequently as ballaft, 
t( together with hemp and other commodities,  which enable us to 
€i fell it much cheaper, and by the convenience the iriih have o f  
t€ purchafing it in lmall quantities as they want it, and thereby 
“  carrying on their trade with a lefs capital .”  A n d  to this might 
be added, the different rate o f  intereft on the two countries.  T h e r e  
are but one or two little circumftances in which I can differ from 
this account;  but with refpeólto credit, or the poftponement on the 
term of payment for goods beyond what is ufually  allowed in the 
courfe o f  bufmefs, it is generally conlidered as the advantage the 
rich merchant has over the poorer one, and for which the former is 
lure lome how or another to be paid, not only the common imereft, 
but whatfoever extraordinary he might make by his money in a 
courfe of more frequent circulation, and for his rifque alfo.

A n d  the fame might be faid with refpeft to him who buys up 
goods in large quantities and fells out again in fmaller ihares. 
A n d  thefe therefore are obltruótions aritîng from the poverty o f  
Ireland, not caufes that can fet up a rivaliliip againft England.

II ^ age 54. Examination before ihe Council concerning iron and 
iron manufactures. S i  o c k d  a l e ’ s  Edition.
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80,000 ton a year, which is equal to the whole confump- 
tion o f  England. T h e  real fa£t, as I underfland it,.* 
ilands thus with the houfe o f  M r. W ilkinfon, & c. which 
being the moil extenfive, as I hear, in that part o f England,
I  m uil prefume to be the one to which our Author alludes.
T h a t  houfe, I hear, makes 100 ton o f  bar iron every 
week, and expe&s during.the courfe o f  this year to make 
200 ton a week,, and when one houfe can do this the bufi- 
nefs is accomplifhed. T h e fe  gentlemen, I hear, have 
their coal from 2s. 6d. to 4s. per ton, and can now finifh 
their iron for i l l .  per to n ;  and when Lord Dundonald’s 
itheme o f  extracting pitch and tar, and volatile alkali, and 
eifential oil, from pit.coal, during its operation o f  coaking, 
is accomplifhed, their fuel probably will come confiderably 
at a lower rate, and the iron will be made the cheaper.
A n d  thefe works being fituated on the Severn, or the river
---------------  ̂which runs into the Severn, they will have the
iiipply of. Ireland by the m oil eafy conveyance; and ac
cordingly I hear from one o f  the principal houfes in that 
IkVeheréi, that they -.are now in actual treaty for being fup- 
plrecLBorri thence' w ith  that iron— but ‘it is not in iron 
o n l y , . but -with ibis fuperiority in firing, with the benefit 
o f  water carriage, and. with the advantage o f this river
------------- which I hear is all full of mills and machinery
already, they will underfill the world in.all the heavy iron 
manufactures alfo;

I come now, though reluctantly, to thofe parts o f  the oh- 1
fervations *  in which while Ireland is reprefented as f  af
fecting to encourage the fpreadingof manufactures, Ci and 
€f while doubts are faid to be entertained of the cxpedi- 

ency o f  endeavouring on her part to make iron a prin- 
“  cipal part o f  the manufacture o f her kingdom, and o f  
<c vieing with a favourite and eftablifhed manufacture o f  
“  G reat Britain j”  fhe is held out to the jealoufy o f  E n g 
land j| under the invidious and alarming appellation o f it* 
new rival fifler of Ireland, and that (for the purpofe o f  
giving that rivalfhip effect, we muil prefume) fleam en
gines are now erecting there.

N o w , would not any man imagine that this was altoge
ther an encroachment and a novelty, and could he be per-

*  Obfervations on Ireland, page 235.
■f Ditto,  p. 219.
)1 Ditto, p, 220.
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fuaded that the only crime o f devoted Ireland was, her 
continuing to make for her own ui'e plowfhares and reap
ing hooks, nails and hoops, and fuch articles, as in all 
probability ihe was in the habit o f  making before the name 
o f  Engliihman was ever heard of in her illand ;— that the 
furnaces o f Ireland never were in foforfaken and deplorable 
a w a y  as they are at prefent ; and that no fleam engine 
ever has been applied to the making or manufacturing iron 
in Ireland ;— that the great iron works which were at 
Mountrath, at Swadlingbar, at Lough A lle n , at W o o d -;  
ford and Feakell, thofe in the county o f  C o rk , o f  G a l 
w ay, o f  M ayo, and many other parts o f  Ireland, are all 
abandoned, and even the laft lingering one at Ennifcorthy 
has declined ; and that in return all we have gained (the ob
ject o f this mighty envy )is a very few little roiling, plating 
and flitting mills for  working with foreign iron and with 
foreign coals for domcftic ufes only ; four I think near- 
D u blin — one at N e w ry — and one 1 think near W aterford ; 
and that in fpite o f  what they do* the importation o f  iron 
wares from England is daily increafiog ?" I aiked vthe pro- 
pietors o f  what I believe to be the m od confiderable. o f  
thefe to give me fome comparative view o f  th'e'worlc he 
did, and his anfwer was, that his confumption o f  coals in 
the year was not more than what Lord Sheffield-ftates as 
the confumption of one I  nglifh company in one day. * 

T h e  Obferver himfelf has properly enough ftated the 
cc cafe, where he fays, u that in England the fcarcity and 
iC price of wood had rendered it impoflible to enter into 
<c competition with foreigners, or to make iron enough for 
4C home confumption and manufactures, a n d * b u t  w ithin' 
cc a few years the trade has been refcued from ruin by the 
a  expedient of ufing coaked pit coal.

^ So, while Ireland had w’oods, fhe had alfo many iron 
«  works, f  but when the former were cut down arid de- 
“  ftroyed, there was o f  courfe nearly an end o f the latter ; 
u  the improvements in making iron have now  encouraged 
<; her to revive them ; and where, my good Lord, is the 
«  ejiablijhed exclufive manufacture in the one, or the new 
“  and culpable rivalihip in the other ?”

A nd where was the neceifity, under thefe heads o f  iron 
and Heel, to heap together every thing that might be 
thought to imply a threat  ̂ or induce an embarrailment on

unoffending
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Unoffending Ireland, every thing that might difcourage or 
ai(grace that country, every thing that might excite in 
J^ngland a diffidencq of, or an animofity againft her people ? 
“  I do not fee, in an examination o f iron and fteel || thar 
“  it was altogether neceflary to fet out, that if  Ireland 
u  really means an arrangement in every refpeft reciprocal,

ihe mujl expert to give a bounty on the export of BritiiH 
<c linens from thence.”  But Ireland is not, I believe, ter
rified at this formidable argument ; as anlriíhman, I will 
exprefs my own opinion on the fubjeft freely: I f  Britain 
(Jefîiçs it ihe is intitled to each bounty— when it was firft 
^iven by Britain, it was'not merely to enable the Northern 
Iriih ablentces to lpend a larger property in her country—  
It wás that the Iriih linens might make a part in thole 
allorted cargoes in which one article contributes to the iale 
ot another, and in which the being able to fupply his cuf- 
tomer with every thing, in fome degree fecures to the 
merchant his monopoly..

S’orne few years ago, when Ireland being reftored to her 
commercial right, too fondly pérfuaded herfelf that the 
exercife o f a free trade muft be as extenfive as the name, 
ïhe thought it prudent to grant a fimilar bounty that her 
linens might make a part o f her foreign cargoes alfo. I f  
Britain now wiihes that we Ihould add her linens to our 
aiTortments, I do not fee how Ireland can refufe it, and 
therefore, i f  called upon, I will move it mylelf in Parlia
ment.

But what fhall we fay to that general aflertion of out 
Author’s, which declares a perpetual warfare between the 
tw o countries ;— cc % T h a t  it is impofiible for Britain tó 
u be permanently fecured in any regulations that may be 
u made, but that when our trade ihall be once gone, in 
w conlequence of our arrangements, and fhe finds herfelf 
u dilappointed, the recovery of her trade will not be then 
xc probable.”  And what indignation may an Irifhman 
not exprefs at the reafon afligiièd which thus ftigmatifes 
his country. “  It has not been, fays our Author, jand it 
44 will not be the policy o f Ireland tô enforce a very exaét 
44 observance of fuch cautions as may be adopted. Bri- 
4* tain muft fubmit her manufactures* her trade and com- 
44 mercial laws to the fidelity of the Cuitom-houfe oilicers

I I  44 6f
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« of Ireland în many refpefts, and in confequence thereof

« her trade will be gone/’ L ._
And muft not the trade o f Ireland in like manner, be

committed * to the care o f  Engliih  and Scotch 
ficers ; and is not the trade and intercourfe o f  bo.h cou n .. 
tries, at this moment, committed to them without receiv-, 
ing any material injury ? I  do not pretend to fay fome 
counterband trade will not be carried oh between two coun- 
tries fo contiguous to each other ; but I could ne\ er find
a n v  evidence that (hewed, that this illicit trade is earned
on to greater extent in Ireland than in Britain, or that our 
revenues here are lefs attended to. I  have heard it avert
ed, and I believe truly, that there was fmuggling to as 
rreat value in the port o f London as in all I rcJand j and I 
am certain, that neither Scotland, nor the W  eft o f  E n g 
land, nor the contiguous coafts o f  SuiTex, would yield to 
Ireland in this fpecies o f  dexterity.— T h e  late examination 
relative to fmuggling, in the Britiih Koufe o f Com mons, 
{hews how much we are furpaffed in this bufinefs by our 
neighbours.— B ut it is hoped, when a wife and equitable 
arrangement of trade ihall be made *, when the tw o k in g-  
-doms^fhall be confidered, in thefe rejpeájs  ̂ as tw o counties 
only, o f the fame dominion, by removing all obftru£hons 
o f additional import duty from the one to the other, and the 
conlequent temptation to fmuggling ihall be thus removed, 
it will be in the power o f the minifters o f  each country ex
ceedingly to fimplify the mode o f  collecting their revenue, 
and to transfer müc^L o f  the duty from import to inland ex- 
cife. A nd when the proper cautions for carrying fuch â 
fyftem into execution ihall be adopted by Ireland upon the 
tooting of fair faith, for her own benefit, with her own con- 
fent, and by the laws o f her own Parliament, I fay, it is 
too much for any man to aflert, that ihe w ill net inforce an 
honourable obfervance of them, or that any former policy of 
that country can juftify a contrary conclufion.

Am ong the different trades which it is thus fuppofed that 
Britain may lofe and Ireland gain, that to Am erica is pro
bably confidered as one o f the moft extenfive ; but let me 
inform the noble Author, that the beft hold Britain has at 
,this day o f any part of the trade o f Am erica is by means o f  
Ireland, and that if Ireland ihall have juft caufe to be dif- 
gufted, Am erica will be loft for ever ; and that on the other 
hand, if thefe iflands ihall ever have any chance o f  recover
ing any part of their antient influence in that vaft, but yet

unfettled
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unfettled empire, it muft be through the medium o f Ire
land ; but this, I fear, is a flight of policv of too bold a wing 
for modern miniftefs, and, therefore, I ihall be filent on the 
fubjeCt; however, I defire here to enter f r y  càveat a^ainft 
the ifeth Propofition of the Engliih Houfe of' Commons, 
fo far as it relates to the article of American' iron.'-- 
England, -to proteCt her own manufacture, lays a duty o f  
2l. 16s. on foreign .iron.— T o  favour her Colonies, ih<? 
permits the iron o f  Canada and N ova Scotia to be imported 
dutyfree.— Ireland lets in iron of Ruflia and America 
equally at 10s. 6d.— íhall {he be obliged under this 16th 
propofition, to lay i l .  16s. Engliih additional op the iron of 
the American States * ,  more.than ihedoes on the Ruffian? 
and mtift ihe not expect the moment that uniuft inequality 
is eftabliihed, to be excluded from the Ports of America 
for ever ? England you fee will not be drawn to ihew 
fuch partiality to ftrangers againft the Americans.

But to return to our articles o f iron and fteel, I confefs 
Ï  d'ó not fée clearly why our Author, under thefe heads, 
Ihould think it nec'eiTary to ftate “  the extravagancies and 
1C uncommon proceedings and ùnfettled fa t e  of Ireland t , ”  or 
w hy he ihould thus make a charge upon a whole nation for 
the enormities o f  the riotous, but ftarving manufacturers 
o f  the capital only, when he had before faid, that a confi- 
derable proportion o f  die country differed from them, and 
that the Parliament o f  Ireland,-by a great majority, had re
jected their plan. I do not fee the occafion why, under 
this head, merely to injure the credit o f Ireland J, he ihould 
bring back the old ftory of the Abfcntee T a x ,  which the 
Iriíh Parliament reje&ed (in  my opinion unwifely) *fo long 
ago  I  think as November, 1772, and of which there has 
fince been but little mention ;— why he ihould here [for 
the fame purpofe] impute to a whole nation § arbitrary and 
impatient difpofitions. J '

It  may no doubt, to fome people, feem not very di{ad
vantageous to fell their eftates in one country for 16 years 
purchafej], when they: could layout the money in another 
at 23 years purchafe ; but they will allow our .weaker un-
deritandings to think this is fome difadvantage-— But while
• * » \  ̂ w #

* I f  Colony  iron may not be imported into Ireland duty free*,
•J* Obfervations on Ireland, page 238.
% Obiervations on Ireland, page 234. \

 ̂ Ditto, page 233.
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this rod is hung over us, and while w e are thus allured, that 
Englifhmen are not very fond o f  fending tneir money to  
Ireland, and that when they recollect, they will be much 
lefs fo ; may we hope that we ihall not be upbraided^wiul 
this poverty, nor le&ured with this fort o f  in c it in g  unfo- 
licited advice, “  T h a t  as Ireland may fometimes want 
“  money, it is not quite fo prudent to take fuch meafures”  as
taxing our advifersj. . . r ,

It may naturally now be afked me, if  this cafe be exadtly 
as I have ftated it ; i f  there is no probability that Ireland 
will ever become the fuccefsful rival o f  England in the 
iron trade,— whence all this anxiety upon the fubjed, and 
wherefore this pamphlet o f  fo many pages ? I will anfwer 
ilireaiy  : I  faw an alarming jealoufy riling between thefe 
tw o kingdoms ; I  thought there were fome men in Britain 
who confidered Ireland on all occafions, as a capable and 
willing opponent, who, unlefs ftrongly coerced, muft in 
the end carry away the greater part o f  her manufactures ; 
and that in this country, alfo, there • were many w ho 
thought they could well perceive, that though the legifla- 
ture o f Britain had lately emancipated our conftitutioni 
and our trade, yet the manufacturing part o f the people ft ill 
feemed to claim the right o f retraining, o f  taxing, o f  legis
lating for us, juft as might fuit their private convenience* 
That* in the town o f Manchefter, which according to 
D o& or PercivaPs laft account o f  its population, as I recol
le#, contains about 35,000 perfons, men, women, and 
children, wife and fooliih : there was found, according to 
the ft ate ment of a noble Lord, no lefs than 120,000 literate, 
adult, decided ftatefmen, who had taken upon them to de
termine at once for us, and to inftrufl: their ow n Parlia
ment, upon a queftion in politics fo difficult, fo compli
cated, fo abftraft, that it might have engaged the wifdom 
o f a Solon or a Plato to decide on ; perhaps, the moft ab- 
ftrufe that has ever been agitated ; the conftitutional union 
o f  two feparated, free and independent kingdoms.

W e a v e  the warp, and weave the woof,
T h e  winding lheet o f Edward’s race.

I felt the powerful, though I am perfuaded unintended 
efFedt o f Lord Sheffield’s publications, (at lead through 
this country) in exciting and confirming this jealoufy, and

I con-
X Obfervations on Ire land , page 234..
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1 eo n fefs , I  trem b led  w h e n  I  lonl^ri k  î r  
p.lfal away on ,he Mh „  M e o f t e fcen“  Í»®

f Urmqu‘  B ‘ " “  tr ,f ° n>s *«'■<»<» 0 * .  
A n d  I  w iih e d ,  w h i le  v e t  it w i c  nnt ♦ i
poor endeavours might be pmnl * ri • °  tbat mY
greateft o f  c a l a m S f Y o u  ^
cality and affeftion, I  admi’t) havl T  T T ®  ° f  rCC1Pr°- 
me on a part o f  this f,,hW> J ha e ‘ hought fit to appeal to
an opportunity o f  delivering’ f b V  ^  tlle.re.by affortled me 
have with the greater °pmions, which I
up upon the four o f  th ■ ^  3S y r 'aVe n0t been taken

Win be confidered impartial ’ may h°pe they

H s S S S S S i i
A n d  tares Will,.I fear, not be wanting in any part o f  X  
B n th h  dominions, f0 foon as there fílM  be fJ J d ^

. h e i í í , S " f v ' l . em ~ a" d th“ S thi" S S “ 1! wil1
In tne mean time, I cannot fee how the fuccefs o f  nn«. 

country, on one fide o f  the narrow channel between thefe 
lflands, can injure another on the other fide, more thin 
how  the property of Yorkfhire is to be affected by that o f

fh , ^  th= c o m m u n e  of

O u r empire, I tear, has already powerful enemies on the 
Continent ; let us not weaken' ourfelves by internal di!

in affè^ o n  VeW ParKrather be ftrengthened> and all united 
in attention ; let us be true to one another, and Britain Í

sTr isTh7 yet n ° n:n.ent aSainit the w orld in arms ; and oir, is the warmeft w ii h  c>f

\  our very obedient,

Humble fervant,

L U C I U S  O ' B R I E N .
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a d v e r t i s e m e n t .

were printed, Mr. L a f f a n ’ s pamphlet was 
handed to the Publifher with feveral n o t e s ,  

which throw additional light on all thefe per
formances. And he was equally induced by 
the defire, fuggefted in his firft Advertifement, 
of conveying ufeful information to the Public, 
to fubjoin Mr. L a f f a n ’ s Political Arithmetic 

to the two former trads.

L o n d o n ,

5 th January, 1 7 8 6 .
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