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LORD SHEFFIELD'S OBSERVATIONS ON THE COM=
MERCE OF THE AMERICAN STATES,

SIXTM EDITIONe

Iron and Steel Manufaétures, of every Kind.
PAGE 14 TO 2L

IF 2 “drawback or bounty, equal to the duty on foreign
iron, fhould be granted when exported, thefe articles pro-
bably never will go to America to any amount, but from
Great Britain. The caft-iron manufatory has had great
{uccefs in fome parts of America; the other manufatures
of iron there are very. inconfiderable, except fcythes and
axes 3 the latter of which are preferred, chiefly on account
of the fhape being better calculated to anfwer the purpofe
for which they are wanted, than thofe made in England,
and they bear a higher price®. Occafionally other arti-
cles are as well made in America by ingenious workmen,
chicfly emigrants ; but whatever they make is at an expeénce

® Itis faid the American fcythes and axes are
Britifh, becaufe the Americans ufe the beft foreign iron for the pur-
pofe, while the Britifh manufadturers are, perhaps, too carele(s as to
the materials they ufe, taking the readieft or the cheapeft forts of
iron. Manufaéturers in general are too inattentive to the good=
nefs or fitnefs of the raw materials they ufe. However, the News
England axes having got a great charaéter, large quantities before
she revolt were made in Britain like them, were fent to America,
and {uld as New-England axes, and anfwered as well,

I
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ofiat leaft three times the amount of wh_tt the fm_:t am;ﬁ
¢ould be  imported from Europe.: Jt is-aell bmown ha
much we furpafs the world in the manufaclures of iron and fleel,
At Liege fome articles may be cheaper ; nails may b_e had
cheaper there, but they are clumfy, and do not fuit the
American market. French and ‘Dutch nails were found.
to be ill manufaétured, and made of brittle iron. '

Some Englifh and American ivon poffeffes the quality of tough-
nefs in.a high.degree, and undoubtedly tough foft I:_ron is the
beft for making wire and many other articles ; but it is very

ad for- making a’nail; a ‘hée, an axe, -a fcythe, and
many other valuable articles ; for thefe it is neceffary to
have iron of other qualities added to the quality of tough-
nefs ; it muft be of a found, firm, durable, ftrong body or
texture, and for edge tools particularly muft in its nature
have a readinefs of joining with fteel ; that 18, in making the
tool, the iron muft cohere and-unite itlelf with the fteel, o
as to make one found and folid body. It is known and
admitted, that no good fteel can be made, except from
Swedith iron: it is more natural that that iron thould be
difpofed to join beft “with fteel 5 the fact too confirms it.
Swedifh iron makes the beft axe, {cythe, &c. Ruffia iron
comes next in rank, in‘point of character and quality, to
the Swedifh, and is very Et for nails, &c. which require ne
Junction with fteel.” Tron which s only tough will not join
well with fteel 5 cold-fhort Englith iron joins better ; but
as i]t Is téo apt to break when cold, it'is not fit for many
tools, '

Previous to the war, there were very few forges for makin
anchors in America, and only ene in Pbiﬁde{pji;a. % 4

No branch of commerce is ‘more interefting to us than
the manufactures of Iron ; yet we fuffer them to be clogged
with a moft improper duty for the fake of a revenue. T here
2re {carce.any articles on which it would not be more pru-
dently laid 5 the duty on foreign iron being 21, 16s.
Yi%d. perton, imported in Britith-built thipping, &c. and
3l. 75. 154 d. in foreign fhips, undoubtedly produces con-
fiderably. + In 1781, above 50,000 tons were imported
from*Ruffia and Sweden ; but the importation yearly from
the former of thofe places does not exceed 26,000 tons, and
from the latter 16,000 tons, on an average of the laft twelve
years. Itisa duty, however, which -we thould fpare en-
tirely, or allow a drawback on exportation, notwithftand-
ing this moprent of difliculty to our finances. There fhould
be no duty on' raw materials, efpeciallyin this cafe. Ruffa,
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Germany, and othér “eountries, which have 1ron without du

will underfell us in the manufacture of it, efpecial!y as flitting and.
rolling mulls are now erefted in Sweden  and Ruffia. The
cheaper the raw materials, the advantage is certainly
greater to the manufaCturer, and to the country; and for
the fake of Britith iron mines, raw materials thould not
be burdened. Raw materials are better to us in return
than gold : they are.the parents of many manufa@ures, s
the duty now flands, the manufacturer of nails in Ruffia might
afford to fell them 4l. a ton cheaper than we can duty 56s. 4d.
freight 20s. {hipping and landing 3s.8d. Ruffia makes grear
quantities for home confumption; and having now taken off the
duty, may foon greatly underfell us*. Minifters can have no fuf. -
ficient objection againft allowi'ng, on exportation, a draw-
back of the duties on articles manufaétured from foreign?
1rony unlefs they thould think, that ‘there will be room for"
frauds in exporting articles manufactured of Britith iron,
under the name of foreign ; it would be better to allow a
drawback, or bounty, equal to the duty on foreign'iron, onr
all iron articles when exported, whether manufactured from
foreign or from Britith iron, (which will alfo encourage the "
making of iron in Britain) .in like'manner as is now al-
lowed upon Britith refined fugary.and upon filk manufac-
tures exported, in confideration of the duties actually paid.
for raw fugars and filk on importation, Allowing the bount

or drawback on exportation, above half the duties will be-.
faved, as near 50,000 tons are imported, and only from
I5 to 20,000 tons of all kinds are exported manufaGured.
As to giving up the duty.en the part exported, it would be
loft of courfe, if we lofe the export trade, which muft hap-
pen in a fhort time, if our iron manufactures continue to
to be burthened with duties. If once loft, it will not be
eafily recovered.” From 50 to 60,000 tons in pig, and
from 15 to 20,000 tons in bar iron, are made in England.
The Britith sron maker will certainly with to keep the
duties as they now are; but our iron mines canpot be an
object of fo.much confequence, and the legiflature fhould

it ;é? law now flands, the Rufians may import into Great
Britajuy 'it'l'ﬂjaﬂ‘erm:ards export to the American States, fuch of their
wares-as are made of wrought iron or fieel in their dominions, in de-
fiance of the very bigh duties on importation here, fuchduties being all
drauy ck ugain wpon exporiation 1o a foreign country, except a
wiotety :: the old fubfidy ; confequently, the American States would
been a betier footing i this particular than our own colonies, if the
law is not altered,

» N 2 not
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mot rifque the moft important trade for the fake of one
afs of men, efpecially as foreign 1ron 1S of a fuperior
quality, and as the pradtice of making iron, by means of
coak, inftead of charcoal, increafes, the quality of our iron
will become worfe. Iron made by coak has hitherto been
found to be of a very mean quality, and much of it, of that
kind called Red-fhort, the meaneft of all; it lofes near a
third of its weight in manufacturing, and flies like pot
etal under the ftroke of the hammer.  “Llie quantity of
iron made in Britain, by means of pit coal, increafes very
greatly, and will decreafe importations. *

Before the war vaft quantities of nails were made of
foreign iron, and exported from Glafgow to the fouthern
provinces of America ; and although they coft 15 per.
cent. more than nails from Britifb iren fent from Briftol,
&c. yet they were always preferred in America, from their
fuperior quality ; and therefore, if the raw material is not
exempted from duty, the many articles made of foreign
iron’ muft be loft to this country, as the Britifh iron cannot
be fubftituted, particulafly in making the different forts of
ftecl, which was formerly an immenfe article of export to
America. It was manufadtured in Britain from Swedifh
iron ; and although it continued in bars as formerly, yet
no drawback could be allowed. :

The coft of a ton of iron is from 10l to 10l 10S.
Duty, freight, charges, and manuafacturing, gain to the
country from 11l. to 45l -

The toral value of a ton of foreign irom, when manufaiiured in

Great Britain, is according to the kind of manufadture,
from 21l, to 56l

Viz. a ton of irony when manufaitured mto

Rods, 15 worth - J:g:x Hoes, axes, Ee. - fz
Hoops, - S 2V T ol PERLREE A0Sy
Boltsy, =« - - - - 24| Tinglates, - - - 56
Anchors, - - - - 30 | Steel from 241, %0 - - 56
Nailsy, - = = « « 35 _
From,

* Jf Mr. Cort’s very ingenious and meritorious improvements in
the art of making and woiking iron, and his invention of mak-
ing bar iron from pig ivon, either red-fhort or cold-fhort, and
the great improvements on the fteam engines by Mefirs. Watt
and Bolton of Binningham, and Lerd Dundonald’s difcovery of

making
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From 15 to 20,000 tons are annually manufatured for
exportation ; the average of which, eftimated at 281, per
ton, the medium of 11l. and z5l. (the loweft and higheft
increafe per ton) produces annually a profit to this coun-
try of 484,500l.

Iron imported into Ireland pays 10s. per ton onlys iron
imported into England pays, as before mentioned, 56s. 2d.
There is no drawback in either country upon foreign iron
manufattured ; but Ireland laid a duty upon manufa@ured
iron exported to the colonies, which, added to the duty of
10s. per ton paid upon rough iron imported, equalized the
charge which Britith manufa@ured iron was computed to
carry out with it. [t is true, the American States are m»
Ionger Britifb colonies, and therefore Ireland may, without
breach of compact, fend her iron manufaftured there, free of
duty ; this is an additionable reafon for taking off the duties

on exportation. (vals, and the means of manufalturing, are
bowever much in favour of England.

e
STEEL in BARS.

PASNE @ 22

STEEL is made in very few of the American States.
Little was made in New {york, New Jerfey, or Pennfyl-
vania, before the late conteft; but, Jfince the commencement
of the late war, confiderable quantities have been made theres
and thofe are the provinces where the greateft iron works
were. A great deal of Englith and German fteel, is ftill
imported. Lately, the feel denominated German fteel, is
brought to great perfection in Great Britain. It is made

of Argon’s iron ; all of which is contra&ed for in Sweden
by the Englifh,

making coak for the furnace at half the prefent expence, fhould all
fucceed, as there is reafon to think they will, the expence may be
reduced fo greatly, that Britifh iron may be afforded as cheap as fo-
reign, even if the latter thould be allowed to enter dety free, per-
haps ¢ » and of as improved a quality, and in quantity equal
to the demand. It is not afferting too much to fay, that event
would be more advantageous to Britain than Thirteen Colonies. It
would give the complete command of the iron trade to this country,
with its vaft advantages to nayigation, and our knowledge of irom
feemg hitherto to have been in is3 infaacy,

WMITLEO JROXN
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MOST parts of North Anurica-fzbound in iron mines; fé‘
ore, however, is {o fcarce in Virginia, that almoft q]l that is
ufed there comes from Maryland. The high price of la-
bour in the American States would not have Permitte_d the
exportation of iron, without the advantage of entering free
into Britain, in competition with foreign iron, which pays
a very heavy duty. We fent from this country Ruffian,
Swedifh, and Britifh bar iron to a great ainount, particu-
larly to the northern Colonies ; and it was fold cheaper
than iron made there, or brought from any other part of
America. Canada has plenty of iron mines. 1 he only argu-
ment that can be ufed in favour of fuffefing iron to be im-
ported duty free from the American States, is, that it may
come in the place of money in return for our manufac-
tures ; and fome think that it might in fome degree pre-
" vent the manufacure of iron in America. The quantity,
however, exported from thence, has not been confiderable,
and the diftin&ion may give umbrage to the North.
Rhode Ifland, Maffachufets, and New Hampfhire, exported
little iron. The States to the fouthward of Rhode Ifland
imported little ; moft of them exported. But although
the middle Colonies exported iron in pigs and in bars, (the
heavy duty on the iron of other countries when imported
into this, acting as an extraordinary bounty to America)
they imported their hoes, axes, and all forts even of the
moft heavy and common iron tools. 7

Exported annually from America, principally the middle
provinces, on an average of three years, viz. 1768, 1769
and 1770

Bar iron, — 2502 tons.
Pig do. —— 4624
Caft da. —

12

PAGE 225

It may be here remarked, that none but the moft un-
thinking can fuppofe Ireland will continue to give the mo-
nopoly of her market to cur Weft-India iflands, unlefs her
fhare of the monopoly of the Wefl-India markets is pre-
{erved to her.  Except linens, Ir¢land has no trade of con-
© fequence but provifions, ¢ T ETE T E
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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

MANUFACTURES, TRADF,

A N D

PRESENT STATE or IRELAND.

PAGE I3I.

I HE falt is weaker than the Englifh, becaufe it is
not fo much boiled. This is among many articles in
which Britain muft always have an advantage through her
greater abundance of coal.

R e T S —

IRON, anp MANUFACTURES or IRON
anp " 8TEEL.

PAGE 2I1 TO 239.

THE uleful and neceflary manufacture of iron being
capable, perhaps, of bigher ‘improvement and greater extenfion
than any other, and being of the utmoft national impor-
tance in every point of view, undoubtedly deferves a vo-
lume ; nor would it be an eafy matter to point out all its
advantages and all its importance. And yet that moft ef-
fential bufinefs, the making of iren in Great Britain, has been,
in a great degree, refcued within a few years almoft from ruin,
by the ingenwity and [pirit of a few men, who deferve, at lealt,
as'well of their country as any of its moft favourite pa=~
triots. :

The fearcity and price of wood have rendered it impoffible to
make a quantity of iron, either to enter into @ competition with
Joreign markets, or even fufficient for home tonfumption and
manufaliures ; byt the improvements in making good bar z'r.ar';

: wit
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with pit coal.¥, the great aid given to ls_abour, and the ex-
pences faved by the improved fteam engines, afford a rea-
fonable hope, that in time, if no 'ext'raord.ma_try checks.
fhould intervene, enough will be.made in Britain to fupply
thefe kingdoms with that neceflary article, v_vhere-by P:—
tween five and 600,000l. annually, now paid to forelgn
countries at their ports of exportation, exclufive of the
freight and other great expences, would be faved' to the
nation. This might feem enough to recommgnd it to the
attention and care of the public and of the lt?gtﬂamre ; but
it would not be merely a faving of a certainfum. The
employment given to fo greata number of men fhould not
be forgotten, and in a manufalture which, on enquiry will
be found as beneficial as any, formed with materials dug
out of the earth, not applicable to any other purpofe, con-
fequently not interfering with any manufacture, but affift-
ing many, nor caufing any change that:may take off from
other produce. When land is converted from tillage to
pafture, or from wood to either tillage or paiture, there is
a lofs of certain articles ; but in the cafe of iron, in the
making of which, ore, limeftone, and ceal are ufed, there
is none. It fhould be added, that no manufaturers pay
more in excifes than thofe employed in this branch ; and
fuppofing 50,000 tons to be imported, and that one man
can make a ton in a year, that he pays in excifes of all
kinds, upwards of 6l. annually, (which are computed to
be the cafe,) there would be an encreafe of excife at leaft
to the amount of 300,000l. which would more than doubly
pay the lofs to the revenue that would arife from the non-
importation of 50,000l. tons of foreign iron. ‘
We are apt to confider iron and bar iron as a raw ma-

* Some kind of coals (and generally the avorfl) anfiwer the purpofe
of making coak much better than others.—Tbere are forts of coal
which, wben_coaked, are not fuficiently cleanfed of their fulphur
and impurities to make a kind or malleable pig iron fit for the
forges. It bas not yet appeared wwhether the lrifp coal is proper for
making.coak.~—This opportunity may be taken of obferving how
puinous. the coal tax would have been to the making of iren in Bri-
tin. The quantity confumed in that bufinefs is prodigious ; one
company alone in Shropfbire ufes-soo tons of coal daily. glt was the
intention to have thrown up many of thofe great works if the tax
had been laid. In fuch a cafe the whoie rents of the townfhips
would not have fupported the poor; and then it may be remarked,

that the late tax upon bricks thould not have extended to thofe uled
n nunes or manufadture works. ‘

- -
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terial *;in the latter ftate it is a manufaCure far advanced,

and’in a midway ftage from the ore to perfetion. We
thould obferve that the great confumption of iron is in the grojs
B2

articles,

* The author, in his Obfervations’on the Commerce of the Ame-

rican States, fell into the fame error, and his remarks relative to

the duty onimpurt of foreign iron were founded on the ftate of the
mannfa&ture of iron in Great Britain about 15 years ago, previous
to the late improvements. He finds that the making of iron is a
greater trade than his former information had.led him to believe
and as it may be faid to be in an infunt Rate, and undoubtedly is in-
ereafing rapidly, it would be dangerous to give it any check at pre-
fent: at leaft one third of the quantity of iron imported may be fup-
pofed to be for inferior purpofes of manufacture, and for which Bri-
tith iron made with pit-coal may be [ubitituted. The improvements
made within a few years juftify the hopes of approaching the better
Jorts, if the [pirited exertions now making, arenat di}{i‘auraged by the
new [yflems. It is believed, that it the duty on the import of foe
rc:'%n iron was removed, many great iron works would be immedi.
ately difcontinued, which now employ {uchnumbers of -men in the
manner the moit advantageous to the country, and, at leaft, fave
200,000l. which otherwife muft be fent out of this country ; butbe-
ing fpent and circalated among the induftiious, a confiderable part
muft by them be ultimately paid to the national fupport in the ex-
cife on the various articles confumed by them. Works would be
megledledy, wkhich within a few years havz coff immenfe fums, but
avould become ufelefs and of no walwe, to the ruin of thofe men,
cvho awith great [pirit bave dnvefled their fortunes in them, under
the faith and expectation that the duties on foreign iron would
continue. Thefe are weighty confiderations ; at the fame time it
#hould be repeated, there'is a probability, that in a feaw years, by
the exertions of feveral very ingenious men now engaged in the bu-
{inefs, that eve may be aﬁfcyfulfy to flock the market at bome, which
is neceffary to put this country on a footing with farcign countries,
and then we may gradually lower the duty, or rather the duty
awill ceafe of courfe, s it will not anfwer to bring in won, whear
it can be made in fufficient quantities, and as cheap at home.
This much may be fairly advanced, that from the improves
ments that have been made, particularly from the capital in-
rovement of coak' bar iron by Meflis. Wright and Jeflon, which
1s the method now generally pra&ifed, that kind of iron has been
much improved in its quality ; aud the quantity made is greatly w-
ereafed, and likely to be moie fo; for asmearly the fame number of
furnaces are kept up as were during the war, and few cannonare
now making, the immenfe quantity of caft iron which was annually
abforbed by thefe imftruments, will be now converted into bac
irony and many of the cannon themfelves will be literally tur.t.dinto
plough'fhares, hcops, and nails—Wer¢ the duty to be taken off
foreign iron at this critical conjunélion, all this trade miglht fall to
the ground.
he-[ubfitution of fteam engines in place of water mills to work
the furnaces and forges, has much increafed the powers of ma-
sufa@uiing bariron. By whom fteam engines were firlt applied to

raife
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articles, and not in thofe which require the greateft degree
of manufacture. Iron has this peculiar recommendation
above almoft all other manufaCtures, that in everyftage of
it, its value is fimply the product of labour, which labour.is
not hazardous to the lives, or prejudicial to the health of
thofe employed, but, on the contrary, has been remarka-
bly wholefome. ol

From 50 to 60,000l. tons of pig iron, andbetween 20
and 30,000 tons of bar iron are made in Britain, and the
annual demand for the latter is from 70 to 80,000 tons, of
which between 50 and 60,000 are imported, the value of
which is fo much money paid for foreign labour. It is
computed that Great Britain makes, at leaft, 10,000 tons
of iron more than the did @ few years ago, which, at 161.
per ton, the prefent average price, amounts to 160,0_001.
and this quantity is likely to be much more than double in a
very fhort period. If the demand is only 70,000 tons, the
manufatturing of the whole within the country will em-
ploy 70,000 labourers, and valuing the iron only at 1 5l.
per ton, will produce an annual profit of more than a mil-
lion to the nation. But if the making of iron is not en-
couraged and extended, the fum that now goes from this
country for that article will be increafed. "The price of
Ruffia iron rifes ve?{ rapidly ; 5 per cent. in 1784, and as
great a rife is expected in 1785. Ruffia has found a vent by
the Black Sea ; and fome fabrics, particularly that of Toula,
which formerly fent much to England, now fend none.

The price muit increafe alfo from the immenfe deftruc-
tionof the woods by the iron works, by the fiownefs of
the growth of woods, and the negle& of them in Siberia,
where are the principal iron works. It is furprifing, in-
deed, that Ruffia can afford iron fo cheap as fhe does. The

raife water for the wheels of furnaces is not known to the author ;
but Mr. Wilkinfon was the firlt who applied them direétly to blow
the furnace without the intervention of a water wheel 3 and Mcflrs.,
Boulton and Watts were the firlt that applied fteam engines to work
forge mills directly without the intervention of water wheels : they
have creted feveial for that purpofe, and there are one or two on
the common conftruétion applied to the fame ufe, which they per-
form iy an inferior manner, and at a greater expence of fuel—Meflrs,
Boulton and Watts have alio made (geveral engines for turning mills
of other forts, and are now making. many more. The advantages
of -their engines confift in their fuving two-thirds of the fuel ufed
to do the fame work by common fire engines, in their being more
man:geable, and better conftrudted in every refpect,

Abbe
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Abbé D’ Auteroche reports, that on the fpot, in Siberia,
iron is eftimated at lefs than 30s. Englith per ton, It is all
conveyed an aftonithing diftance by inland carriage, yet it
is afforded at Peterfburgh at about 8s per cwt. The beft
fable iron comes from Neucanfkoi in Siberia; it is care
ried by land to the ‘Ichufchauwaia, which falls into the
Kama, and that into the Wolga below the city of Kafan g
it then afcends the Wolga, and is brought by the Ladoga
canal to Peterfburgh.  With the decreale of vaflalage and
increafe of civilization, the price of labour alfo will rife in
Ruffia.  The prefent low price of iron in Ruffia is partly
accounted for by this circumftance, that the Emprefs
grants a diftri&t with the peafantry on it, and the perfon to
whom it is granted not paying for the latter; as is ufual in
other countries where negroes are employed, the price of
their Jabour is merely the expence of keeping them.

An inquiry into thefe circumftances is neceflary, when
not orly the prefent but the probable future ftate of the
iron trade fhould be examined. The object is of the ut-
moft confequence, efpecially to Britain. ~The expediency of
endeavouring, on the part of Ireland, to make iron ¢ prin-
cipal manufaciure of that kingdomy -and of vieing with a fa=
vourite and eflablifbed manufacture of Great Britain, may be
doubted, It will be difficult to raife the manufaciure in Ire-
land in competition with that of Britain. The capital of
Ireland may be otherwife employed to advantage, particu-
larly in manufa&ures fo advantageous and natural to her
as ﬁ:ather, &c. but if fuch a competition fhould be
thought an obje& for the mutual advantage of the two
countries ; on an arrangement, 1t will be deemed fair and
rcafonable that the manufa&ures of each thould be export=
ed to all parts charged with fimilar or equivalent duties,
and that this only can be judged an equal fettlement,

There is no article in which it wili be more difficalt to
arrange with Ireland than on that of iron; and in confe.
quence of the revolutions which bave raken place in dmeri=
ca and Ireland, thofe interefled in the iron trade of this king-
dom-are alarmed ; they think it is become matter of very feri-
ous confideration, how far that branch of manufalture
may oris likely to be affefted by ts new rival fifler, lre-
land. 3 ‘ .

- They affert that Ireland will not obferve the Jpirit of ber

- compad,. if fhe does not put the fame duty on the export
- of iron wares to the American ftates, to which fhe had

o e e e
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aoveed when they were dependent on England. It may
gpropcr to {’catg, that when Ireland, 1778, obtained 2
free trade to the Britifh colonies, fbe undertook, by theaé?
of ber own Parliament, to equalize the duties, that the drifh
manufafurers thould not be .able to fupply the colonics
on better terms than the Englifh in their refpeétive
branches. '

The reprefentatives of the iron trade in England agreed,
that Ireland fhould have a participation in their branch of
trade, on payment of equal duties with themfelves, the
duty on bar iron being at that time very different in the
two kingdoms. - v :

It was firft propofed to impofe on all foreign bar iron
imported into Ireland the fame duties as were then paid in
England on the fame articles, but this propofal was declin~
ed. The only other method of equalizing was, by 1m-~
pofing a duty on iron wares and iron exported from Ireland,
as thould fend them to market charged with duties equal
to the Englith. The following calculations for the ave-
rage on which the par of duty was calculated, were fatisfac-
tory to both parties at ' that time, and were deemed fair
between the two countries. The gentleman who negociated
for Ireland, declared himfelf perfectly [atisfied therewith, and
that he was bonourably treated by the iron trade of Enguand.
A claufe was immediately added to the aét of Parliament
then in agitation, impofing a duty of 2l. ros. on all bar
jron ; and 3l 3s. 11d. on all iron wares exported from
Treland to the Britifh colonies in the Weft Indies, and on
the coaft of Africa, grounded on thefe calculations :

Calculation made in 1778, for equalizing the duty on a
ton of bar iron between England and Ireland.

Ls 4. d

A ton of bar iron pays duty on importation
into England 2. 8s. 6d. * and draws back
nothing on re-export to America or the Bri-
tifh Weft [ndies + — —_— 2s 8 6

* There is an addition to the duty on importation of Yar iron
into Britain fince 1778, as will be more particularly mentioned
hereafter. :

+ On Exportation to Treland or fettlements in Africa, the whole
is drawn back except the old fublidy. The fame is now allowed
to America and the plantations, on bar iron, but noton wrought
1on,

A ton
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'30 cwt. of bar iron is, on an average, eftimated

from all pasts.

1l s )

A ton of bar iron into Ireland pays ros. Irifh£ .
duty, 1 of which it draws back 7s. 6d. on.
re-cxportation, duty remaining is 2s. 6d; 5
Inth = s eaa 0. 2 4

‘Difference  in favour of Ireland, .Englith

" meney s v j— 2 6 2

‘Add, to make this Irith money — 0 3 10

» L T —

Daty to be impofed on every ton of bar iron ex-

ported from Ireland - — /210 0

Calculation for equalizing the duty on a ton of iroﬁ wares
between England and Ireland, made in 1778,

£ J.

to produce one ton of manufatured iron
wares.

30 cwt. of bar iron into Great Britain, at 2], 8s.

6d. pays ! - - Ty 312 9
30 cwt. ditto into Ireland, at 10s. per ton Irifh,

or gs. 2d. Englith money, pays 013 g
Difference in favour of Treland, in Englith

mone Sr— 219 O
Add, to make this Irifh money 0 4 11

Duty to be impdfed on a ton of iron wares when
exported from Ireland — 3 3 I1r

e —" ———

An a& in conformity to this calculation was foon after
pafled in the Irifh Houfe of Commons, and the duties
above are now in force in Ireland.

A memorial from Ireland is now before the minifhry, come
plaining of the duty impofed on 2 ton of iron wares, as

1 The fame duty is payable on importation of iron isto Ireland

being

ik At e L B o e . . o i -
-3
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being taken on an unfair average, and intimating that 2
ton of Jplit iron, or iron hoops, do not require fo great.a
quantity of bar to produce a ton of manufalture; it.is
true that thofe two articles, and thofe two only, do not
require much more than 21 cwt. of bar to produce. a ton ;
_but it is argued, that there 1s an immenfe variety of bright
iron and fteel wares, of which'a ton caonot be manu-
faltured from 30 cwt. 40 cwt. or even 50 cwt. of bar
iron; even in the article of fmall nails, 30 CWt. of bar
produces only 21 cwt. 3q. 11 Ib, of manufaéure. With
the approbation of both parties, the average was made on one
average only, to avoid a variety of calculations for differ-
ent articles. |

It feems proper here to obferve, that the duty on 2 ton
of bar iron into England is increafed, fince 1778, ;s. ~d.

¢ ton; fo that the true equalizing duty on reland
fhould now be 3l. 16s. 3d. and not 3k 3s. I 1d, The latter
duty, which is now in force in Ireland, is the difference
of duty on 25 cwt. only of bar to aton of iron wares ;
an average fo much too low, that Britain thinks fbe bas now @
right to complain as the injured country in this part:cular.'

It would have been better, and more equal to the dz{::-
ent manufallures of iron in Ireland, if two averages had been
taken, one on nails, hoops, and other heavy articles ; and
another on the lighter and brighter articles of iron and fteel
wares, in which the wafte of the material is abundantly
more confiderable ; and then 25 cwt. perhaps would have
been an equitable calculation for the grofs, and 40 0r 45
cwt. for the fmaller and bright wares, which might. have
prevented the objeétion on the part of Ireland againft the
mequality of the average.

Ireland farther fays, that the duty of 3l. 3s. 11d. on
her wares is too much, becaufe England makes a large
quantity of iron, and confequently a great proportion of
her wares go out free of duty. England confumes more
than double the quantity of iron for internal ufes than fhe
makes ; it cannot therefore be juftly faid that any iron wares
go out of England frec of the duty paid on bar iron im-
ported, and as Ireland can now import iron from Ruffia
confiderably cheaper than it can be imported into Eng-
land, Ireland is therefore fupplied for its intcrnal ‘ufes on
better terms. |

The Iron mafters of Great Britain ftrenuoufly affert
there will be nothing like equality or reciprocity, unlefs

-+ both
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ﬁotb_-eoupm_es.paythe fame duty on the importation of
foreign bar iron 3 and that that duty thould not be lower
than it now is.in Egland, viz. 2l. 16s. 1d. per ton kng-
hﬂl, which is equal to 3l. os. gd. Irifh, as a reduétion
of that duty would tend to defeat.its operation in favous
of Britifh iron works, which deferve and require at this
Junéture every fupport and encouragement from the coun=
try. Even fuch an equalization would leave a great ad-
vantage to Ireland, as her manufaftures do not pay the
number of excifes which are paid in Britain. Jf iron ore
Should be wanting in Ireland, the beft is to be bad from Lan-
cafbire and Cumberland, and may go as ballaft fo oak bark,
and be delivered in lreland on cheaper terms than to the
makers of iron in moft parts of Britain, where this kind
of oreisufed. The tranfportation to the eaftern coaft of
Ireland will not coft one half of what is now paid by the
won makers at Chepflow, and in the ports of the Severn,
where great quantities of it are fent, and through Hull to
Rotheram, and other inland works ; and in Scotland it is
ufed at al fhill greater expence ; and if pit coal, and peat or
turf {hould be wanting m Irelandy * that article may be
had as cheap on her eaftern coaft from Britain as in {everal
parts of the latter, and much cheaper than in Londsn, where
many branches of the iron ‘manufaéture ave carried on to a
great extent,. viz. hboops, wods, anchors, fhip-boltsy &e. It
1 well known that coals are abowe 30 per cent. dearer in the
Thames than in the Liffey. -

While Ireland had woods,. fbe badoalfo many irew works
but'when the former were cut down and deftroyed, there
was of courfe nearly an end of the latter ; zhe improvements
in making iron have incouraged her to revive them; fome

Sleam engines are now erefling, and fhe is rapidly increafing
her manufallures of iren; and as the true means of bencfiting
the country would be by encouraging the making of the irom,
which fhe can ufe in her manufadtures, the only method

® A's to the article ¢oals, there is plenty in fome parts of Ireland,
and probably in time they may be got at as low a price as in Eng-
land. The iron ore, the lime ffone (the ore is generally to be found
where there iscoal) and coal will be found in the {ame neighbour=
hood, and with the help of fteam engines and navigations (#o
country.is better fitted for the latter than Ireland) iron works may be
eftablithed wherever thofe articles can be found. Peat bas been
ufedin England in iron works, altbe’ 10 no great extent; but fure
paces are now-ercéting in Ireland on land apounding with irox ore

C of
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of eftablifhing that work will be by laying the heavy duty ¥
on foreign iron imported, which will operate as a bounty 1n
favour of ber ironwork. Till that is done, it cannot be ex-
pecied any quantity of iron will be made_there; at ‘prefent
nothing can be expeted, except an emigration of Englifb
capitals to be employed in Ireland to vend foreign labour
in the form of rod iron, hoops, fheets, and heavy articles,
to the prejudice of both kingdoms. | o 3
The labour of converting a ton of iron, value 141. in
Ircland, into haops, rods, & c. will not exceed 20s, and 1s the
whole of the profit on this capital +; which irom, if made
in the country, the whole would be a national profit, be-
ing fimply the produce of fo much labour. Jn fbort, there
can be no doubt that the national object fhould be to make the
iron at home, and thereby [ave [o much, and employ a great
number of people ; and it was thus that fo much treafure,
formerly unknown to Britain, has been drawn from the
earth, The only other fatisfatory mode of equalization
and reciprocity, will be by laying duties on exportation of
sron manufallures from Ireland to all parts, equal to the
charges with which they go from Britain, and this, it is
faid, would be confonant to the fpirit of the compaét, and

in return for the participation of the plantation trade.
Thofe concerned in the iron trade add, that if neither
of thefe take place, Ireland only paying 10s. where Bri-
tain pays 56s. the muft underfell the latter in her com-
merce with the American States, the great mart for Britifb
sron waresy 1 and.alfo on the continent of Europe, parti-
cularly

* Since the additional duties of two g per cents, and the difcounts
(have been taken off ) which makes near 8s. per ton, the Englith
iron works have increafed rapidly, and feveral thoufand tons of
bar iron have been made more than were made when the duty
was lefs.

t By rolling and flitting, iron is very little advanced from the
bar; the labour is not fo much as ten thillings per ton,

1 The following calculation is alfo given, to prove the advan-
tage Ireland would have ; v s

Calculation for iron hoops.

i £o I do

A ton of Ruffia iron, fit for hoops, coft, i
into London, near’l —P o 111_17344} 4 il
Watte of metal and charge of rolling, 3 10 O
Coft of a ton of hoops in London, — - 18 o o

Difference
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cnlarly Portugal, which takes moft iron bmpr,'* and fo
materially in heavy iron wares, that the muft very rapidly
fupplant %ritain in that branch of trade, unlefs the export
of the manufaéture is prote&ted by a bounty which muft
exceed the duty on the import of bar iron, as 30 cwt, of
the latter will, on an average, make lefs than 22 cwt. of
wrought iron, and confequently the bounty fhould be near
a third more than the duty; and they farther add, that
they hope, if their equitable defire is refufed, and farther
meafures fhould be neceffary, that the legiflature will
moreover protect them, by other regulations which may be
Juggefled.  They declare alfo, that unlefs they are pro-
teCted by the legiflature, they muft defert the works which
have coft millions, and migrate with their capitals to Ireland ;
the lofs to the nation, they fay, it is unneceflary for them
to ftate.

It has been obferved, that equality and reciprocity re-
quire that Ireland fhould lay the fame duties on the im-
portation of the materials of manufacture + as are paid in
Britain, or that they fhall be equalized on the export of
the manufalures to all parts. “The firft will be objeited

L' 8 id
Difference of duty on a ton of bar iron in f'avour} X 2
of Ireland, v S e 7
Coft of a ton of hoops in Dublin, — 15 13 ©
Difference in favour of Ireland, about 15l. per
cent, :
Calculation of fplit iron.
A ton of Ruffia bar iron fit for rod iron, coft into} 14 0 o
London, in 1784, about r4l. —
Watte of metal and charge of flitting, - 1 10
Coft of a ton of rod iron in London, — 15 10 ©
Difference of duty in favour of Ireland, — 3 7,0
Colft of a ton of rod iron at Dublin -  FU TR

Difference in favour of Ireland between 15 and 2ol. per cent. :

N. B. Thefe calculations are made, on an average, for Englith
ports ; and the comparifon is made on a fuppofition that coals are
at the fame price in the Iiith ports. But the difference in the
Thames and in the Liffey has been already mentioned.

* America and Portugal took two thirds of the whole export of
iron wares, : 3

1 Itwill fill remain, in the opinion of many, tp he examined,
what &compenfution fhould alfo be made for excife, window lights,
&c, &c,

- C2 8 to,
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‘to, on the- partof Iteiand,- -as charging her confumption

heavily and unneceflarily, and At is objeétionable on the
part o};' this country, un{:fs ‘the fluties are drawr! baek..on
exportation to Britain, and laid on importaton m
Britain from Jreland : otherwife Ireland will -receivethe
duties or revenue arifing on the confumption,of Britain,
which the latter -now enjoys. The fecond ‘method of

-equalizing, viz. by laying the fame duties on the export of

the manufa&ture to all parts, will, alfo,,pl'gbab!y be ob-
je&ed to by Ireland, bi:aufc fhe is already in poflcffion of
the advantage of fending out many articles.to all countries,
except the Britifh plantations, charged, with lefs duties
than the fame articles going from Britain; and Britain
will objeét to this mode of equalizing, becaufe it will be

~eafily evaded. 1t has nat been, and it will not be, the policy

of Ireland to enforce a very exaél obfervance of [uch cautions

_as may be adspted : Britain would fubmit ber. manufaliures,

her trade and commercial laws, to the fidelity of the Cuflom-
houfe officers of Ireland in many r;ﬂeﬂ{.—ln Jhort, it 15 im-
poffivle for ber to be fecured permanently in the regulations that
may be made, but when her trade is once gone in. confe-
quence of her arrangements, and fhe finds herfelf difap-
pointed, the recovery of that trade, is not probable. It
has been already obferved, thatrequalization 1 general
would benefit Ireland and prejudice Britain lefs than is
imagined : this muft be always underfteod under an ar-
rangement in.every refpeét reciprocal ; .and if ‘Ireland
really means fuch, the more the fubjeét is examined, the
lefs favourable fhe will find fuch an-arrangement ; * and
that the whole {yftem is likely to-be productive of much
more embarraflment and ill temper than advantage to botjp
countries.

Unlefs iron manufa&ures. go.to the American States
from lreland, charged with the fame duties andburdens
as from - Britain, it is obvious, that Ireland muft 1n time

have the whole of this trade : and unlefs Britain obtains

this equalization, fhe fubmits not to prefent but to certain

. future competition, without the leaft return.

It has been generally fuppofed that Ireland has. great. dif-
advantages in working. iron mines,  when compared  with

* In an‘equal arrangement of manufa&ures, Treland ‘muft ex-

 pe&t to give a bounty on the export of Eritifh lincns, in the fame
* manner as it is given in Britain on the export of 'Irifh linens

from thence.

i “Great
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{Great Britain ; but the reafon ddes. inot appear. * nlefs-i
dhould arife from want of capital;; .in gi%eer:’l, ituzm.y:;
obferved, that the private capitals -of Englith manufaGturers
at prefent combat the purfe of Ireland, in the hands of a
bountiful and liberal Parliament. But if Englithmen will
employ-their capitals in Ruffia, why fhould they not employ
them in Ireland ? + Seme Englithmen, with Englith capi-
‘tals, are-ereting large works in Ruffia, for rolling, flitting,
Ainming plates, &c..

If ‘the greatjmprov:menfs in making iron fhould not

enable Britain and Ireland, in time, principally to fupply
themielves .with that article, ¢ is evident they muft be fur-

(4
paffed in the manufactures of it.. At prefent Britain 2£mc

® It has been already obferved that the price of Britith coal on
the eaft coalt of Ireland, is lower than it is in many parts, where
manufaftures of iron are carried on in Britain, Itis remarkable,
that as the latter affeéts to encourage the fpreading of manufadtures,
-fo partial and impolitic a tax as that on coals carried coaftways,
thould be adopted. It is about five times as much as the dut. on
coals experted to Freland, The duty-on coals: carried coaftways
#rom one port of Great Britain to another is'ss. 4.2.d. per Win-
chefter chaldron. The duty on coals exported from Great Britain
to Ireland, is 1s. 1,4.d. per chaldion.  "The duty on coals import-
«d into the port of London, 8s. gd. per chaldven. The duty en
coals exported to foreign countries in Britifh bottoms, 8s. o3d. per
<haldron. The duty on coals exported in foreign bottoms, 14s. 43d.
per chaldron.
1T The extravagancies, the uncommon proceedings of Treland,
and her unfettled ftate, ‘may reafonably prevent it at this time ; and
‘her frequent threats of an ablentee tax do not feem very judicious
or well calculated to promere migration to Ireland. Men will not
truft their property in a country where fuch an arbitrary and
impatient difpofition is fhewn, or lay it out where it can be
liable to fuch difadvantage and reftraints, The author bein
himfelf in the predicament of an abfentee, fhould not have made
this obfervation, if he fuppofed the tax likely to takeplace, or
that the change of property from one country to the other would
be. very difadvantageous, at a time when eftates in England fell
“at 27 years purchafe, and under; but indeed if fuch atax could
- ¢ffeétually be eftablithed -in Ireland, the price of land would pro-
?ably falfto:tqn- years purchafe. .. No.abfcatee,-however, would keep
_land there longer than he could poflibly avoid it. Ireland would feel
_a fcarcity of money, much greaterthan fhe has ever experienced. As
“the ‘may fometimes w:mg.b. ney, it is not quite prudent to talk of
“fuch meafures.  Englithinen arc not very fond of lending money to
Ireland ; and they will be much lefs fo when they recollect the fame
i reafon wexifts for taxing the money of an abfentee on mortgage, as
.the land, of an abfentee ; there is this difference, indeed, that the
amortgagee draws, more ‘money in proportion, and a clearer and
larger income, trom the country:than the proprietor of an eltate. -

pays
!
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pays above fix hundred thoufand pounds yearly for that
article to foreign countries. The following account of
expences on a ton of iron from Ruffia, thews the difference
in carrying on the manufature in the two countries. No

lefs than gl. 5s. 1d. the ton.
g . Swd.

Commiffion, lighterage, Ruffia cuftom;and all] 3 10
other Ruffia charges, - - - - -

Ruffian duty on export, - = = = o g o
* The Sound duties, - - - = - = = 0 2 8
Two-third port charges, - - - - =/- 0 1 6
Freight and Infurance, about - - - - = 019 O
Landing, Cuftom-houfe charges, duty tothe] 5
Ruffia Company, in London, &c. &c. } 3

Dutyin Britain, = - - - - = = - 216 1

5 51

The duties on importation into Ireland from Britain are,
On unwrought iron, 10s. per ton.

On hoops, 4s. 1d. per cwt, e

On iron, ore, and cinders, 5I% per ton.

Ireland makes little bar. iron; her importation of iron
increafed near a_third in ten years, which proves the in-
creafe of her manufatures and of her confumption, as her
mmportations of wrought iron have in general increafed, and
not inconfiderablys but ffill the latter are not great when
compared with her confumption.

On an average “of three years, ending 25th March, 1773,
1ron imported into Ireland,

Cwt. grs. 1bs.
Feom the Eaft Country - - - - 74683 3 25%
Foofl Bwtetn - cind Ta ' w st o 44,352 I 4_5_

Total 119,036 1 2

* This Sound duty femetimes amount from sol. to ro0l. and
more, on a fingle thip's cargo. It is an extraordinary inftance to
what nations will fubmit through habit ; but, confidering the
tifing power of Ruffia, it may net long laft, -

Ditte
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Ditto of iron, on an average of three ears, endi th
] Ma.rch, 178‘3: : years, ending 2§

B . Cwt. qrs. lbs.
From the Eaft Country* . . . _ 98,4_33q f qs;_

FromBritain - - o e T 74,730 o 4;_

Total 173218 1 14

Export from Ireland of iron and iron ware for the fame

years.
Ironmongers ware, ' Tron,

Value Tons Cwe

1771, — .29 4' 9 & 9.0

1772 — 10 § b - 4 2

1773 — 22 13 10 =2 4
Hardware Ironmongers ware Wrought iron Tron
L Value Value Cwt q b Tons Cwe
1781 6.4 ‘0 agy 6 3 2700 . @ ©
1782 22 11 4 219 O i B | o o

RS M09 6 N85 g QL /3 2 0 8 1

Imports into Ireland for the year ending 25th March,
1783, of iron and iron ware.

Hardware, value

- Tgy~ 25,773 2 10
Iron, ewt. q. Ib. (= - - - 164,187 1 o
Knives, No. - =« .- . - 579833 o o
Mermits, No. - «=. - - - 9,797 o o
R ol R e g48 o o
Razors, No. -%. . . 34865 o0 . o0
Sciffars, grofe, dozens - - 3/ 90
Scythes, dozens - - - - 4089 o o
Small parcels, value - - 24,473 17 5%
Ironoreftofiss = - - - - 323 0 ©

Almoft the whole of the above articles were imported
from Britain, except iron, which came from feveral coun-
tries in the following quantities :

From England - - - - - 61,043 2 ©
Scotland <« - - - - 3144 I O

* Theimport into Ireland from St, Peterfburgh alone, in 1784,
was 2514 tons, or 50,230 cwt,

Guernfey



. Guernfey =~ = = == - 40377
gerfcy s S S i 136 2 14
M SR IR SR | N
Rulih = o e e he 12,8785 0N
Denmark and Norway -  I,I52 O.d4
Eaft Country - -.-= 63 0 o
Germany - - - - = 525 0 ©
Flanders -1 =" "= = = 728 2 14
New York™ - - - - go 0 ©

P AGE 360

Treland, in truth, had infinitely more caufe for com-
plaint, and Had been infinitely more opprefled, than Ame-
rica; the latter had never fubmitted to half the huctful re-

{trictions in which the other had for many years quietly
acquiefced. ' :
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Mr. WitLiam Gissons, Merchant,

0

SR LUCIUS O<BRIEN, Barr.

Briftol, Fune 11th, 1785,
Sir Lvucrus O‘Brien,

I HAVE no doubt but it remains on your memory what
pafled between us in 1778, when on a free trade to the
Colonies being opened to Ireland, I had the honour of ne.
gociating for the iron trade on the part of Great Britain,
with you on the part of Ireland.

We then, as now, withed nothing” but eguality, which
was the bafis of our propofals.to yow; and I have a plea-
fure in the recolle®ion of what you was pleafed to fay on
that head, viz. « That you was_honourably treated by the
“iron trade of England.”

Left, from fomething in_the public prints, a contrary
impreffion thould be made on your fide the water, refpe&-
ing the condu& of the iron trade on the prefent important
treaty negociating between the two kingdoms, I take the
liberty, on public grounds, to write you this letter, and
declare to you, that the fame liberal opinion ftill rules the
trade.—"They wifh for nothing but equality, without afking
any compenfation for the local advantages of Ireland, which
fhe has a right to ufe without reftraint.

We with €qual duties on the import of the bar, or a
continuationec} the equalizing duty to thofe countries it
was enacted for in 1778, or fuch a bounty on the export of
our wares as fhall equalize us if neither of the two former
propofals could be agreed on. Our Adminiftration cannot,
we prefumie, promife for fome, and will not for any one of
the three.’ Sn this account we have carried our petitions
mg;pth: Houfe of Commons, pgying relief; and fhall t(li'xo

. . €
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the fame into the Houfe of Lords ; and on no other grounds
have we moved on the prefent occafion.

Our wifhis, that the moft friendly impreffions, each -of
the other, fhould remain on the minds of the two coun-
tries, whofe welfare and intereft, {c fua bona norint,” i
perfedly indivifible. '

I make no apology for this intrufion, thinking thefe de-
clarations due to the liberz’;lity of our intentions.
I am, |
With great refpet,
Y our moft humble fervant,

W. GIBBONSGS

Dubji'ﬂ}
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Dublin, Fune 29th, 1785,
SIR,

A M favoured with your letter from Briftol of the 11th
inftant, which I can the more readily anfwer, as not only
the fubftance, but the particular expreflions thereof, were
communicated fome months ago to the public in a pamphlet
of Lord Sheflield’s on the trade of Ireland.*

And as from this circumftance, as well as others, his
Lordfhip appears to have a&ed in fome degree, in confort
with thofe gentlemen who have prefented the petitions to
Parliament, to which your letter refers ; you will allow me
occafionally to advert to that publication.

I muft, however, firft exprefs the pleafure I feel in again
acknowledging, that {5 far as I was conne&ted with the ne-
gociations of 1778, I thought myfelf honourably treated by
the gentlemen concerned for the iron trade of England ; not
that I was ignorant at that time, that of the iron confumed
in Britain, and exported from thence, one third-part was
made from the ore at home, and which ought therefore
to have been taken into confideration, if the objet of that
day had been to eftablith a rule of perfect equality between
thefe two kingdoms.

Neither was I uninformed the heavy articles of iron
ware, fuch as rod-iron, hoops, and nails, &c. were the
onl! ones which Ireland could have any hope of exporting
under the regulations of that day, and that in thefe a ton
of rod-iron, or of hoops, required littie more than 21 cwt.
of bar-iron, nor a ton of nails more than 24 or 25 cwt.
and confequently that 30 cwt. the average then f{truck for
every f{uch ton of manufactured iron, was by no means a
juit equivalent, '

I did then conceive, as I confefs I do now, that there
was no law * which prevented Britain from drawing back

* Obfervations on the manufaéures, trade, and prefent ftate of
Ireland, by John, Lord Sheffield, Dublin Edition, page 225, &c.
- *.I have fince fought for fuch law without fuccels; if Iam
miftaken, hiowever, I am very ready to acknowledge my error, not
that it is at this day in any degree materal, for Britain now allows

the free exportation of bar iron to America, and to all her own
plantations, - *

D2 all
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all the import duty on bar-iron, (except the old fubfidy)
when fhe fhould export the fame to her fettlements an
Africa, and therefore I faw no reafon (founded in equality)

why Ireland fhould be bound to pay 21. 10s on the export
of every ton of the fame fort of iron to the fame market.

I knew too, how much lefs the diftance was from. the
Raltic to London and the “eaftern coafts of England; than
to Dublin and the greater part of Ireland, and that the
Englifh bringing their iron from Peterfburgh as ballait for

their naval ftores, the expence of carriage by thefe means

was fo greatly reduced, that the Irifh merchants found it
their intereft to import their Ruffia iron circuitoufly through
London, rather than directly, though the former way was.
loaded with double freight, commiffion, and infurance.

" Neither was I inattentive to the claufe inferted by the
iron agents in the Englith a& of Parliament, (as a condi-
tional precedent) whereby Ireland is bound for ever to the
{pecific payment of the larger duties iherein mentioned, fo
long as the fhall be permitted “to enjoy this branch of the
colony trade, while England was left at liberty to alter.
her rates as beft might fuit her own convenience ; and ac-.
cordinglythe has fince allowed all duty (except about 3s. 6d.
per ton) to be drawn back on bar-iron exported, not only
to her own Colonies, but to the free States of America,
without taking any notice, as I recollect, of her agree-
ment with Ireland ; and from that period the has been at
liberty to fend out her own iron, wrought or unwrought, to
any part of the world, free from all duty whatfoever, and
all foreign bar iron fubject only to this trifle ; while Ire-
land, under the act of the laft Seffion of her Parliament,
was prohibited from fending to the Britith Colonies even
her own bar iron at lefs than 21. 10s. or that iron manu-
factured at lefs than 3. 3s. 11d. per ton.” And With refpe@
to foreign bar iron, (whenever Ireland might fend it) the
diret trade of Britain, thus diﬁncumbered, could have
little reafon to fear any competition from a country, thus

5

taking the commodity immediately from herfelf, and export-.
ing it circuitoufly with fo many additional charges, =~
When thercfore Lexprefied myfelf fatisfied, it will hardly

be imagined I referred much to thofe eftimates *, which our

‘author ftyles the average or par or duties, and v%ich he is
t

pleafed to fay were then deemed fair between the fivo coun-
*® Oblervations on Ireland, p. 321, 232, 323, _
2 T L gies,

-
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tries,. and were made out to avoid a variety of calculations
on dif_.ferent articles. Perhaps whoever confiders them in
that light only, may not be inclined to think that they are
quite {o juft or equal. _ >

But the general confideration of that time was, whetheg
the trade of the Britith Colonies fhould be opened to Tre.
land. I was then convinced as I now.am, that with re.
fpect to the exportation of manufaGtures made of foreign
iron, Ireland never can, by poflibility, become a fuccefstul
rival to Great Britain in that trade ; and, therefore, fo far
as I was confulted in that negociation, I felt no difficult
in conceding to the terms propofed on behalf of the Britifh
wron manufactures, by thofe refpettable gentlemen who
promifed in return, to affift in removing fome part, at leaft,
¢ of thofe hurtful reftri¢tions upon trade, .of which Lord
“ Sheffield fays Ireland had in truth infinitely more caufe
¢ for complaint, and by which fhe had been infinitely more
“ opprefled than America, and under which fhe had never-
“ thelefs for many years quietly acquiefeed.”  And this
enlargement was become, in my apprehenfion indifpen-
fibly neceflary to the fecurity of every part of the empire
at-that critical moment, when America was all in arms,
when General Burgoyne and his whole army had, but 2
little before, been obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners,
when France had juft then compelled our Sovereign to de-
clare war againft her, and when domeftic diftrefs had
rendered the fituation of Ireland no longer tolerable.

At that time, as at prefent, unreafonable jealoufies had
arifen againft Ireland ; as many petitions againft any en-
largement in the trade of Ireland had been prefented to Par-
liament, and had matters been permitted to go on as they
have fince done, we fhould then too have had a chamber
of manufaturers, who might poflibly have held the refufal
of every thing to-dreland as the common bond of their affo-,
ciation, and their friends' might have compofed a party
embarrafling, at «leaft, if not too ftrong for the minifter.
The claufe, therefore, relative to the iron trade, which was’
{fuppofed neceilary to give Britain fecurity in her dep¢n-
dencies, and fufficient to quiet all uneafinefs in the mind of
the iron mapufacturers, was agr-ed to.. The caufe of Ire-
land, in teturn, received liberal fupport from Lord Bagget,
Mr. ‘Burke, then member for Briftol, Mr, Combe, and

# Obfervations on Ireland, page 369,
. many
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many other refpectable gentlemen ; and I think all engaged
in that negociation had 2 right to fay they had been h&m-
ably treated. : J

Lord North (if he may not think it neceflary to affe&
forgetfulnefs of every thing that happened at that pe_ﬁo‘d),
will perhaps acknowledge, that to this conceflion he was
indebted for his fuccefs upon that occafion. .

Ireland too had reafon to fay, upon the whole, fhe had
been honourably treated, fince the firft breach in-the mono-
polizing fyftem of the colonies, and the firft liberal enlarge-
ment of the trade and manufactures of Ireland that had been
made fince the year 1660, was then made ; and though
fome gentlemen may arrogate to themfelves much merit
for having affeced to force for ward a part of this bufinefs,
when they knew it was impracticable, and for having offered
their afliftance, when they knew it was unneceflary, yetl
muft be permitted to fay, that the principal, and al{ the
material parts of the commercial liberty now enjoyed by
Ireland, were in fubftance conceded to her in 1778.

" Onthe 11th of April, 1778, the Britith Houfe of Com-
mons came to refolutions, T hat it was proper and juft, rft.
That the feveral articles, the growth or produce of the
Britifth plantations in the Weft Indies, Africa, or America,
fhould be imported directly into Ireland.

* 2dly. ‘That all goods, wares, and merchandizes, the
produce or manufacture of Ireland, or of Great-Britain,
legally imported into Ireland, or foreign certificate goods,
leg'a.lR: imported, might be exported from Ireland to the
Britifh plantations.

3dly. Thatall reftraints by Britith atts on the glafs
trade, fo far as related to Ireland, thould be taken off.

4thly. That all reftraints by Britifh acts on the impor-
tz;}t.xon into Britain of Irifh fpun cotton, thould be taken
off. .

sthly. That all reftritions by Britifh adts on the im-
portatlonlof Irifh fail-cloth, {hould be done away.

The 2d. 3d. and 4th of thefe then pafled into laws, the
Sth:_ being grounded on a miftake, was dropped by conlent.
AAnd fome dlfﬁCUl? arifing in the detail of the firft, which
Z}tx was found neceffary to regulate by concomitant acls of

¢ two Parliaments, and to accompany with tedious Cuftom-

s houle
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houfe calculations ;---on account of this detail onl , this
was by common confent deferred ; the Britith Houfe of
- Commons, however, having previoufly, in fome degree,
.. * pledged itfelf to the meafure ; not only by agreeing una-
nimoully to the principle in the refolution, and by ordering
in the bill, but afterwards, on the 6th of May, ‘on debate,
. in which almoft every member of leading abilities in the
Houfe, - delivered his opinion in favour of opening. this
branch of Irifh trade ; and by a divifion, on which the
numbers ftood thus :

For the bill 126

Againtt it 493

Majority 49

And the Minifter having promifed for himfelf and his
friends to bring it forward, and fo far as they were able, to
carry it through as foon as ever the Parliaments of the two
kingdoms fhould be fitting at the fame time. The Irifh
Parliament not meeting the next year, nothing could be
donk ; and yet thofe who were not ignorant of this caufe
abufed the Minifter as if in fault. But the year after, as
foon as the Houfes met, Lord North brought forward the
remainder of this fubje& which had been poftponed, and
agreeable to his regulation in 1778, compleated the {yftem
of the Colony trade.

And as evidence that the whole of this bufinefs was
really adjufted in 1778---it may be {ufficient to add,
that tho’ fixty petitions were at that time prefented to the
Englith Houfe of Commons_againft thefe enlargements of
the Irith trade; yet every fet of thefe petitioners, their
agents or friends, having been {eparately negociated with,
and fatisfied of the propriety and expediency of what was
defired, the Houfe on the 22d of May, 1778, was informed,
that the petitioners declined being further hea_rd, and in
confequence thereof no new petition was prefented, nor
further objection made to the remainder of thefe meafures
in 1780, when they were concluded, and when Ireland had
the fupport of the friends of the iron trade---and therefore
I muft fay that Ireland was honourably treated.

The event has fully juftified my opinion ; years have
fince elapfed, and we may refer to experience. “I'he whole
exportof Ircland in iron and iron manufatures, under
their various denoininations, has been (and probably ever
will continue to be) an object too minute for national ob-
, | fervation,
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fervation, if the prefent alarm had not {welled it into fomc
degree of fienificance, - P

Lord Sheffield has given an acczpnt of 1It fo;'1 the;yc;hﬁl\
1781, 1782, and 1783. The medium value thereof, fin-
cl7udir,1g és well thofz gﬁ'c&ed as thofe not aﬁ'c&c&-’by_thc
regulatidns of 1778, has amounted only to 500l 14s. 3d.
And the imports of [reland i iron and iron manufactures
from Great Britain alone exceed 110,000l every year,
The laft of thefe three years of exportation appearing the
moft confiderable, I fent for the particulars. thereof to our
Ceftom-houfe, refolving to {ubject every part-thereof to
the ftrict examen of his lordfhip’s obfervations ; I found
him ftating from thofe concerned in the iron trade, that
¢¢ Ireland paying 10s. only where Britain pays 56s. fhe
¢ muy? underiell the latter, not only in America but in
¢ Portogal, which takes moft iron'hoops; and fo materiall
““in heavy iron wares, that flie muff very rapidly fup-
¢ plant Britain in that branch of trade, unlefs the export
¢ of the manufacture be protected by a bounty. exceeding
“¢ the import duty on -bar iron, as 30 cwt. thereof will
¢¢ make lefs than 22 cwt. wrought iron.” ;

I therefore looked what this mighty exportation might
be, becaufe bere Ireland was in poifeffion of every benefit
of this export trade fhe could poffibly enjoy, and #his was
not a new acquirement under the acts of 1778, but was an
advantage the might avail herfelf of from time immemo-
rial. I found that not a fingle pound had been éxported to
that kingdom :—1I enquired what had been done in the
fubfequent year, and | received the fame anfwer. I could
not find that Ireland had ever fent thither any manufactures
of iron, though the export of our native commodities to

-Portugal (with which heavy iron wares might have been

cheaply fent as ballaft) had heretofore been one. of the
moft confiderable branches of the Irifh trade, till a per-
haps too zealous attachment to the Navigation laws of
England, and to the interefts of her Weft India colonies,
in favour of whofe monopoly we lately (but for the firft
time, by an Irifh act of Parliament) prohibited the impor-
tation of the fugars of Brazil ; 1 fay, till this attachment
afforded a pretext to the Court of Portugal (in violation of
a _vaft number of treaties repeatedly fworn to by her
monarchs, and in which Ireland is exprefsly named) to
feize and fell our accuftomed merchandize in her ports,
and to declare that Ireland had no right to fend any articles

| into
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into her dominions. And in this degraded and infulted

ggl:tion Great Britmq has thought fit ¢ leave her

In the mean time Portugal has opened for herfelf a new
market for her wines in Ruffia, from whence in return {he
m:g import iron cheaper than any part of thefe iflands can
fend it to her; if the imPorts it in bars, * the labour of
converting it into hoops, it is faid, will not exceed 20s. a
ton ; but Ruflia will fave her -even that trouble, fince, as
we are informed, Englithmen with Englith capitals are
there “erecting large works for rolling and {litting iron;
&c.'+ To fome men, . however, one- confolation will
rcanéain, that freland certainly will be excluded from this
trade,

As the manufacture of hoops feems pointed out as one
of the principal objects for jealoufy, allow me from the
fame accounts to obférve, that the entire exportation
from Ireland to all the world, of Ironmonger’s ware,
(under which title, in our Cuftom-houfe returns, hoops
are included) amounted but to 641. I think his Lordfhip’s
account ftates it at'85l. 3s. gd.

It appears further, that the whole export from Ireland
of iron manufactured and unmanufactured for that year,
to the Britith fettlements in the Weft Indies, and to
Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Newfoundland, did not ex-
ceed 441. It is not neceflary for me to ftate how readil
our Weft Indies can befupplied with fuch articles by the
Dutch from St. Euftatius, or by the Swedes from the new
fettlement they have acquired from the French. HeavK
iron wares will make. excellent ballaft for Gottenbur
herrings, and will form an affortment materially interfer-
ing with the export of thefe articles from every part of
the Britannic ifl: The liberal fpirit of the firft Irifh
propofitions, by allowing every part of thefe three king-
doms to export the produce of the other duty free, withed
to fend out Britifh manufactures in all her afforted cargoes,
intermixed in many inftances, no doubt; ‘with her own
the narrow policy of manufacturing monopoly would
totally exclude the produce of one, perhaps, in the end,
to the ruin of both.

What remains of this general export of 500l after the
dedulions I have ftated, may be fuppofed for the greater

* Obfervations, page 228.
T Obfervations on Ireland, page21s.

part
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part to have gone to the indepéendent {ftates in America.
‘And here 1 find mvfelf forced to take notice of two para-
graphs in the publication I have already quoted : * ¢“One
< {atisfadtory mode, fays the author, of equalization, and
¢ reciprocity will be, by laying duties on exportation of
¢ jron manufa&ures from Ireland to all parts; equal to
¢ the charges with which they go from Britain ; and this,
¢ it is faid, would be confonant to the fpirit of compatt,
¢ and in return for the participation of the.colony trade.”

And again, * unlefs iron manufaétures go to the
¢¢ American States from Ireland,. charged ‘with the fame
<¢ duties and burdens as from Britain; 1t 1s obvious, that
¢¢ Ireland muft, in time, haverthe whole of this trade;
< and unlefs Britain obtains this equalization, fhe . fub-
< mits, not to prefent, but to future competition, with-
¢ out the leaft return.” P _
' To thefe very extraordinary and unwarranted doétrines,
the firft anfwer of Ireland muft ‘be dire& contradiétion ;
and therefore, however infignificant the objeét may be in
point of value, yet, for the fake of the principle, fhe muft
“fert that what 1s here called a fatisfatory mode of equa-
lization, muft fo far, by every friend of Ireland; be
deemed moft unfatisfafory, and by every friend of juftice,
moft unequal. That when the free Kingdom of Ireland
exports her own manufa&tures to foreign ftates, who are
snclined to receive them, no power on earth (her own le-
giflature excepted) has a right to interfere in the duties on
fuch exportation. ~That fuch an interference is incom-
patible with ‘all general ideas of liberty, and not confonant
1o any compaét entered into by Ireland; and I muft fay,
not without fome warmth of feeling, is inconfiftent with
the fpirit and the letter of that negociation I am fuppofed
to have taken fome part in.  And that with refpect to this
very ifon trade to America, our author was pleafed to
agree with me in {entiment, while he contended againft
the trade of the American States only, without involving
lreland within the fphore of his hoftilities.  In his tract of
the commerce of the American ftates * may be found the
following very explicit words. Ireland laid a charge
.$¢ vpon manufattured iron exported to the Colonics,

v

* Obfervations on Ireland, page 229.
* QObfervations on the Commerce of the American States, by
John; Lord Shethield. Sixth Edition, London, page 21.

¢ which
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¢ which equalized the charge the Britith manufatured
“¢ iron was computed to carry out with it. Itis true, the
American States are no longer Britith Colonies, and’
therefore Ireland may, without breach of compa&,
{end her iron manufactured there free of duty, and this
1s an additional reafon for taking off the duties.on ex-
portation ; coals, and the means of manufacturing,
¢ however, are much in favour of England.” And this
fentiment has been continued through fix editions, enlarg-
ed and corrected. I have too high an opinion of his Lord-
fhip, to think it poflible he could allude to, and he, T am
fure, has too juft an opinion of Ireland to. think fhe could
countenance, that fort of cafuiftry which fhould fay, an
act might be done becaufe it was not within: the letter,
though it was clearly within the fpirit-of a folemn agree-
ment. Let then the {pirit and the words of this compact
{peak for themfelves : It is contained in a provifo of the
act of the year 1778, § removing certain reftrictions,
which England in violation of the Nawgatlon Act and of
all antecedent ufage, and, I might fay, of right, had im-
pofed on the Irifh trade ; ; it runs thus, ¢ || Provided, that
¢ nothing herein before contained {hall extend to bar iron,
or to iron filit, rolled, plated, or tinned, nor to any
fortof manufactured irou wares, until a duty of 2l. 10s.
per ton on fuch bar iron, and alfo a duty of 3l. 3s.
11d. Irith, per ton, on fuch {lit, rolled, plated, or
tinned iron, and manufactured iron wares, exported
from Ireland to the Britifh Colonies or Plantations in
America, or to any of the Settlements belonging to
¢ Great Britain on the coaft of Africa, fhall be impofed
‘¢ by fome act or acts of Parliament, to be made in the
‘¢ kingdom of Ireland ; and that then, and in fuch cafe, it
¢¢ fhall and may be lawful from and after the commence-
¢ ment of, and during the continuance of fuch refpective
¢¢ duties, but no longer to export any fuch iron or iron
¢¢ wares from the faid kingdom of Ireland, directly, to
¢¢ any Britith Coleny in America or on the coaft of
¢ Africay inany thip or veflel that may lawfully trade
¢¢ thither, fubject to the regulations therein before men-
“¢ tioned, any thing in this act or any other act to the
¢¢ contrary notwithftanding.
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« Provided, neverthelefs, that if any bounty or premium
« fhall be granted or allowed in Ireland on the exportation
« of fuch iron or iron wares from thence to theﬁl?
« Britifh Colonies or Settlements in Africa, then the liber-
« ty herein beforementioned to export fuch iron and iron
« wares dire&ly from Ireland, fhall, during the continu-
« ance of fuch bounty or premium ceafe, and fuch iron
« and iron wares fhall, in all refpe&s, be fubject to the
« like reftriGtions and regulations, penalties and forfeitures,
« as fuch goods were and would be liable to if this act
“ had not been made.” R AT

Now, is not the whole of the meaning of -the bufinefs
reduceable to this :—While England had the ,dominion of
the American trade, fhe had a right to'make terms with
all thofe the admitted to a participation of it but when
the declared America independent, fhe had nothing left to
make a grant to which conditions could be annexed—the
confideration for fuch conditions all ceafed : And what are
“ the words, “ That nothing in this aét fhall extend to iron,
“ &c. unlefs fuch duties are impofed, otherwife the trade to
~ “be {ubjett to fuch reftri¢tions as if that aft had never
“ paffed.” Now, fuppofe this aét had never paffed, or that
the Irith had not granted the dutics fo as to intitle themfelves
to the henefit thereof; how would the trade of Ireland be
now affected by the reftridtive laws of Charles I1. 7 Ireland
has declared they fhall not bind her~——America has declared
they fhall not bind her, and' Britain, to all intents, has re-
linquifhed them with refpe to both countries. If T dwell
upon this pofition. more than perhaps it may feem to de-
ferve, 1 do it upon this principle, that it involvés confe-
quences much mere extenfive than at firft appear ; for if
it be founded in juftice, and purchafed by a valuable con-
fideration, it«goes equally to every commodity we may
ever import from or export to America, which were re-
ftrited before 1778. |
- Butito return to thefe very exceptionable paragraphs in
the obfervations, where it is faid, that Ireland fhould tax
© the expart of her manufadtures to all parts, in return for

tne participation of the Colony trade :—To this I anfwer,
that Ireland has always paid more than an adequate
compenfation for the participation of that trade, in which
fhe exports little more than what fhe always fent, that which
the neceffities of the Weft Indies cannot difpenfe with,
and that which the perhaps had much better retain at home

for
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for her own ftarving people, her provifions. - There was a
time when our noble author thought we did make a re-
turn, and did not feruple to fpeak out his fentiments on
that fubjeét. <« None *, fays he, but the moft unthinking
“ can fuppofe Ireland will continue to give the monopoly-
“ of her market to the Weft India Iflands, unlefs her
« fhare of the monopoly of the Weft India market 1S pre-
“ ferved to her ;—extept linens, Ireland has no trade of
“ confequence but provifions.” -

And this monopoly the Weft India planters, or rather
Weit India proprietors, refiding in Britain; and the mer-
chants, like other monopolifts, fo far abufe, as to ob.
lige us (as the Dean of Gloucefter has well oblerved) to
pay 25s. per hundred on the fpot, for fuch fugars as we
might purchafe, in the other fettlements, for 16s. or even
128, per hundred, and where we might alfo purchafe them
with our manufactures and provifions.: ‘This participa-
tion too has led us to impofe near 100,000l a year new
taxes on this neceflary of life, in aukward imitation of our
clder fifter, whofe fuperior wealth enables her. to bear
fuch burdens.—And this participation, in the year 1780,
led us, for the firft time, to lay prohibitory duties on the
fugars of Brazil, and has ‘thereby contributed to lofe us
the ‘whole trade of Portugal ; though I muft fay, none of
thefe made a part of the negociation of 1778, nor isa trace
of any of them to be found:in the proceedings of the
Britifh Parliament of that year.

What then fhall we fay to that other part of this para-
graph, in which, endeavouring to call inaid the {pirit of a
free and generous people, it would reprefent Britain (with-
out this fancy-formed equality in all parts) as reduced to
that ftate of humiliation; that fhe muft fubmit to prefent,
or to future competition, without the leaft return? that is,
if Ireland fhall trade with any other country upon earth, the
muft make a return to England for that trade ; if fhe has
any natural advantage, the muft make a return, the muft
not prefume to eat even her own potatoes without making
areturn. On the other hand, Ireland fays to thefe iron
legiflators, we do not pretend to interfere in your bufinefs ;
take off all duties on the importation of raw iron, if you
think it beft, and as the noble Lord in one place has advifed
you ;3 or continue them all on, as he advifes you in another_ 5
or grantbounties intheir place, as he feemsto recommendin

*® Obfervations on America, page 225,
' a third :
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2 third t==——We have no claim to interf_erc in your con-
cerns, we only demand to be left in the enjoyment of thofe
natural rights which the God of nature, and the vigour of
our renewed conftitution have intitled us to.” st B
And, befides, Ireland- thinks, that when her abfentees
carry 1,500,000l at leaft, every yearcto Britain, The does
make a return, even' if, in purfuit of thofe rents, fhe
fhould be found entering into competition. >
But fay the confiderations, without this equalization (or,
as 1 think, 1 fhall demonftrate it ought to be called,
without this exclufion) Ireland muik, 1 time, have the
whole of this American trade. And this reminds me of
2 circumftance in our hiftory, fo exceedingly appofite, that
T hope you will indulge me while I relateite Towards
the latter end of the reign of King William I11. the good
people of England became exceedingly jealous of fome
little induftry that appeared in Ireland, and that we fhould
prefume to enter into competition, as they faid, withoat
making any return ; it is trué faid they, we have drawn
away from thence a great part of the nobility and gentry,
and 2ll the money of the country; we have utterly difa-
bled them from contributing in the fame proportion that we
do to the public revenue ; we have annihilated their foreign
trade ; the productions of their country are confequently
cheap, and this cheapnefs, and this limitation of taxes re-
fulting from their impoverifhed ftate, may enable them to
underfell us in every forcign market. Their lands being
depopulated by emigration, they have turned themfelves to
the breeding fheep, and have ventured to_enter into com-
petition with us iin the woollen manufa&ture, the ftaple
trade, the golden mine, the undoubted inheritance of Eng-
Jand, handed down to us from our anceftors for 100 gener-
ations ; but we alone are intitled to 2 monopoly of this trade,
and we areable to fupply the wants of the world; <« * The
« expediency of endeavouring, on the part of Ireland, -to
« make this a principal manufaéture of that kingdom, and
« of vying with a favourite eftablifhed manufaéture of

* Though the very words here marked are taken, I confefs, from
the Obfervations, page 219 and 231, yet whoever will take the
trouble of looking into the Journals of Parliament of this time,
into Mr. Smith’s Memoirs of Wuol, and the Political Writers of

that period, though they muft fo far detradt from the praife of ori-

ginality, yet they muft allow our Author the merit of being an ex-
cellent copyift. :

s ~ oiambs 50 R0l i Great
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% Great Britain, may be doubted. It will be difficult to
“ raife the manufaéture in Ireland in competition with
“ that of Britain, the capital of Ireland rnay be otherwife
“ employed to advantage, particularly in manufa&urine.
¢ leather or linen ;> and then followed menaces to Irelandg,
in all the language of affeted humility; < but thofe
“ concerned in this great manufaure hope, that if their
“ equitable defire is refufed, and further meafures thould
“ be neceffary, that the Legiflature will moreover protect
“ them by further regulations which may be fuggefted.”
And to this was added, this vapour equally idle and in-
fincere. “ And theydeclare alfo, that unlefs they are pro-
“ teCted by the Legiflature, they muft defert the works
“ which have coft millions, and migrate with their capi-
¢ tals to Ireland ; the lofs to the nation, they fay, it is un-
“ neceffary for them to ftate.”

Such arguments, fupported by fome ideas of felf intereft,
were irrefiftible ; the iron hand of power dathed down in a
mornent that pretty edifice which the feeble induftry of
Ireland had taken centuries in ere&ing.—But mark now
the confequence, the hiftory of a part of which has been
tran{mitted to us by a great ftatefman:—One Courteen,
an Irithman (fays Lord Hallifax;). carried over with him a
colony of thefe ruined Irifh manufatturers to Portugal,
where he was kindly received by the Conde D’Ereceire,
the then prime Minifter, and they there eftablifhed that
woollen manufacture, which, in fpite of all the efforts of
Mr. Methuen, has been continued ‘down to the prefent
time, a perpetual caufe for contention with England, and
which, if I do not greatly err, will ere long put an end to
that antient intercourfe and affe&tion which fo long has
fubfifted between Portugal and England. In the mean
time the miferable Irith worfted manufaéturers, thus de-
prived of breadsfpread themfelves over France, Flanders,
and Germany, and this Proteftant perfecution, from a
bigotry in tradey like that Popifh one, from bigotry in re-
ligion, on the revocation of the edi¢t of Nantz, was an in-
{trument in the hand of Providence for {cattering induftry
through nations who might not otherwife have fo eafily
attained it. = The Irith nation did not recover this blow
for fiear fourfcore years ; the empire in general was weak-
-ened by it, and yet, if we can credit Mr. Smith, the moft

intelligent



[ 40 ]

intelligent writer on this fubject,® even Britain did ﬂo!
thereby receive any proportional advantage. «

Is there then ‘any particular occafion, at this time,'to’

encourage the fpirit of emigration from Ireland; or !sff
neceﬂ's.rg,c from [:lime to time, that 'ih_e {h_ould be depobu-
lated ? s it advifeable, that to-gratify ill-founded appre-
henfions, every man who can wield the fledge, or toil over
the farnace, fhould be difcontented, apd driven away with
his little property-to work the iron mines of America. It
is to no purpofe that men fay, as yet ‘you can do us no
harm, as yet you are unacquainted with ‘the .myfteries of
this trade ; but oppreffion and diftrefs; which have made
Heroes and Philofophers, have alfo: made mechanics and
manufaGurers, and it is the difcontented and the diftrefled
who, at all times, have fpread ~artshand manufactures
through the world ; and let it-not; I pray you, be too foon
forgot, that were it not for thofe Irifhmen, whom domeftic
oppreffion had fo lately obliged to fly from their native
country, and whom fubfequent diftrefs had compelled to
take up arms againft their Prince, the Thirteen States of
America would have now been the Thirteen Britifh Colo-
nies, and our Gracious King would have ruled in peace
over the nobleft empire on the earth. ' ;

Every time I touch upon this ftring, it brings feelingly
to my mind that fublime apoftrophe of the Father of the
Grecian ftage: ' | |

* Oppreffion, where it {prings, " -
Puts forth the blade of vengeance, and its fruit
Yields the full harveft of repentant woe ;

Behold this vengeance, and remember Greece,
Remember Athens ! Henceforth let not pride,
Her prefent rights difdaining, ftrive to grafp
Anothers, and her treafur’d happinefs

Dath to the ground; fuch infolent attempts
Awake the vengeance of the All-ruling Power.

L have wandered from my fubject, allow me to return to
our author, who fays, thus authoritatively, that Ireland,
unlefs reftrained, muft in time have the whole of the Ame-
rican iron trade.—Let us gratify our opponents with the
converfe, and fuppofe the lrifh henceforth to be excluded;
and let us further allow him to fuppofe, with the Indian,

* Memoirs of Wool,
* Zfchylus in Perfas.

that
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that they dte to inberit All fhe mental, and/al) flie copne
ubi'liﬁ_e?of thofe they have fo rutséer'séjlly &eﬁffyécczméﬁ
England expe& to enjoy this trade without  rival ? by no
Mmeans ; the noble Author, arid even you, Sir, haye pointed
out a fufficient number of comipetitors; % Riuflia, Germans
« and other countries; + which Have iron without duty, m)ﬁ
“ underfell us in the manufaGure of it efpecially as flitting
*“ and rolling mills are now ereed in Sweden and Ruffia,
“ And in Rufia, Englithmen; with Englifh eepitals *, are
“erecting large works for thefe. putpofes: -As the duty
“ now ftands; the manufadturer of nails fays eur Avthor 2o
“in Ruffia, might afford to fell them 4l. a ton cheaper
« than we can; Raflia- makes. great quantitiés for home
¢ confumption, and having now ‘taken off the duty, may
¢ greatly underfell us.”.. And again, ¢ As: the law now
* ftands; the Ruffians, may import into Great Britaih, and
“ afterwards export to the' American States; flich of theit
* wares as afe made of iron and ftecl cheaper than we can
‘“ make them ; fo; Sir, you; and the other gentlemen exa-
“ mnied ‘with you before the Council §s ftate; that former?y
“.Kou.had a very confiderable’ export of nails to Lifbort,
¢ but that you were totally deprived thercof by the manu.
““ falturers of Liegey and other places; which can furnifh
““ them cheaper, and yét the Englith nails were from EngL
¢ lifh irony that paid no duty), and were exported from
“ the port of Briftol, the neareft to the place of their ma=
“ nufachire.” ad: of
Holland and Flanders fell iron wire, I believe, cheaper
than any other country ; when Ireland lately attempted a
manufacture of that fort, fhe was obliged to lay on a pro-
tecting duty laft feffion of Parliament in favour of this in-
fant trade. It was laid on generally; and fo continued for
a few months ;. but in the beginning of the prefent feflion
that duty was takefi off the Englith wire; and continued
on the lgutch,:znd this without any folicitation~and this
I mention as one inftance how tenderly Ireland is in-
clined to' treat the manufaures of Englandy and how
ready to re€ify her own inadvertencies. |

4 “Obfexvations on America; page 17.

® Obfervations on Ireland, page 235.

1 Obfervations on America, page 17. .

§ Report of the Committee of the Council, printed for JérN
STOCKDALE,) page s0. : _

# Obfervations on America, page 1g. ¢

F Add
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. Add to what has been faid, « * that moft parts of North
&« America abound in iron ‘mines, and that fhe has more
« timber for charcoal than all the reft of the world, ﬂﬂ
« probably too fhe may have veins of coals that her manu~

« fa8ure of iron + was fo.great, that i1 the years 17

& 1769, and 1770, fhe exported to Great Britain annuallyy

0 g St
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@ Bariton '= = = 2,502 tonﬁ!.;. L g
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« That the laft iron manufadure:3 has had, great fuc-
« cefs in fome parts of America;: that the - American
« {cythes and axes § are better than'the Britifh 3 that fome
« of their-iron poflefles the qualityof toughnefs in a:great
¢ degree ; that only previous tothewar there were very few
« forges || for making anchors in America ; that fince the
« commencement of the war, confiderable quantities of
« fteel  have been made in New York, New Jerfey, and
« Pennfylvania.”  And muft we be compelled to fend our
hardy fons to perfeét thefe foreign manufactures, with ali
their feelings actuated by the fenfe of unnatural and impo-
litic reftraint in their own country? - it

It is time to turn our thoughts to a more agreeable
part of this fubject ; I mean the actual profperity of ‘the
iron trade in England, and the invigorating _profpect: of
future extention, and in this there are few mensejoice more
than I do; for though by birth, by name, by the fituation
of my property, and by principle, I am an Irifhman, yet
1 am proud to fay I have much honeft Old Englith blood
in my veins, and where-ever the real interefts of that
country are concerned, I feel myfelf in no inconfiderable
degree an Englifhman.

In 1778, 1t was ftated, that between 300,000 and
400,000 perfons were maintained throughout Britain by
the various branches of the iron trade, and I hear it has
lately been given in evidence before your Houfe of Lords,
that no lefs a capital was engaged therein than 14,000,000l.
fterling, 10,000,000l. of which was fuppofed to be the

_ * Obfervations on America, page 117.
4 Ditto, 118. } Page 14.
§ Page 15 § Page 16. § Pageaz.

value
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value of the ftock in hand, and 4,000,000l. the value of
the various apparatus by which that ftock is worked up or
rendered marketable, '
"_.A number of very ingenious men have for fome years
applied their abilities and induftry to the various branches
of this bufinefs, and it has fo thriven by their exertions,
¢ that there is a probability, fays the noble writer, * that
“in a few years England may be able fully to ftock the
¢ market at home, or as he more ftrongly expreffes it in
¢ another, + there is a reafonable hope that enough will
¢ be made in Britain to fupply thefe #£ingdoms with that
“ neceffary article, then the duty on foreign'iron [which
€ by the bye is the only matter now attempted to be fet
¢ up as a bone of contention between thefe two kingdoms]
€¢ will ceafe of courfe, as it will not anfwer to bring in
< foreign iron when it can be made at ome in {ufficient
€€ quantities and at as cheap 4rate.” And to this pleafing
hope the quantity of proper coal diffufed throughout
Britain and daily difcovering itfelf in new works gives
additional affurance, the quantity of which confumed 1s {o
prodigious, that his Lordfhip tells us, one company alone
in Shropfhire ufes 500 tons of coals daily ; and this ad-
vantage, at leaft, [when he does enter directly into the
fpirit of this cantroverfy | he has' no difficulty mn ftating
very explicitly to be altogether againft Ireland. Thus,
in talking of our fending iron to America, he fays, “ coals
“¢ and the means of manufa&uring are however much in
¢ favour of ‘England.”t. And again, in talking of Irifh
falt, § he fays, the Irifh falt.is weaker than the Englifh,
becaufe it is not {0 much boiled ; §. ¢¢ and this 1s among
¢ many articles in, which Britain mu/? always have an ad-
< vantage through her greater abundance of coal.™ *
However, as, England has ever had her mines gf iron
and of coal, ‘as they have been long known, while her
manufa&urers ahd merchants ‘have been diftinguifhed by
their intelligence and enterprize, 1t may be worthy of 1n-

quiry what are thofe mafter-fprings which of late have

* Obfervations on Ireland, page 215.
-+ Ditto Page 212. ,

3 Oblervations on America, page 21. »
":"% Obfervations. ' y

. g ’&up note, falt on_the contrary is weakened by n:u_;_ch bonh_n_%-,
‘and the bay falt.is the ftrongeft in the world, becaufe it is not boil-
ed at all, but evaporated by the moderate heat of the atmofphere.
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iven fuch - aceelerated motion to this vaft machine ; and
E:nong the firft of thefe I fhall not fcruple Eo_ﬂ?nt‘ong,?
Inland Navigations, This fyftem of nayigation [ﬁ?&
tofore ill underftood] was new formed about the ﬁ“ :
his prefent Majefty’s acceflion by, Mr, Brindley and 1
Smeaton, and has not many years been brought to ‘per-
fe&tion,.though at this day the En hﬁ_l_h!%\"l ration exce
any thing of that fort that Fan be tfound t}p mspir,nand
thefe it is that open an ealy communication ‘and uncX-
ptni;ivc intcrcome between almoft 3ll the.cqiﬁ&;?{@fgl\;‘gqq
works in England ; it is thefe which bring together iron
ores of different kinds, and countrics whole cominixture
renders the whole of fo much eafier fufion; they carry up
lime-ftone [another powerful flua] into t_!\c l_ughcr coun-
tries in which iron ore and feams of coal abound, but
which are generally of a gritty or cold ftone nature ; or
the ore thus colleéted they carry to the coals, not 1n,c11{,*
criminately to every coal mine, but to thofe only which
are particularly adapted to the%e.‘ku;xds of work, ° {thc.l_i_'
more readily parting in the operation of coaking with their
fulphur and their arfenic, thofe {ubftances rgnﬁcr;ng iron
brittle ; or they carry the coak to'the collefted oars ; they
alfo fopply in the {amec manner Strowbridge clay t and
other refractory -earths ncceflfary for ‘the furpaces; from
the melting pots the: metal is carried to the forges often
fituated at a great diftanee, and heretofore generally placed
where there were confiderable falls of water to work the
great hammer, [though fteam engines, I hear, do.now.in a
great meafure remove that neceffity ;] from the forges the
iron muft be conveyed to the flitting and rollinglmills, or to
thofe feats of the fill further improved manufa&ures of
Wolverhampton, Rotherham, Wallfall, Birmingham and
Shefield ; from whence they are carried By the fame eafy
conveyapce to every domeflic market, and to the ports of
exportation, Briffol, Hull, and Liverpool, and from thence
coaftways to the great emporium of . London, where they
-are fure.of advantages which no part of Ireland can ever

* An TIrithman might here complain of fome feverity, every dif-
ficulty being thrown in the-way of his importing thefe clays for his
furnaces under colour of fome old a&, which prohibits the exporta=
tion of Fullers Earth fit for' the woollen manufature, but to which
thefe bear no refemblance ; while on the other hand the Irith freely
admit the exportation of thefe earths which Mr.l’“’edgwqod and

othes gcptlerg_len uf¢ in their Staffordfhire manufatures, .

p(sﬂiblg
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poffibly attain to, the extenfive trade of that metropolis
affording conftant opportunities of conveying to every
arket 1n the world every article that any merchant may
ﬁifh to fend on his own account, or that his correfpondent
may have ordered, exactly in whatever proportion he de-
fires, at reafonable freights, and oftentimes in exchange for
other commodities,
_ The next advantage arifes from the general increafe of
the wealth and clegance of England, which makes her
own home market not only the greateft in the world, but
greater than all foreign markets the can ever find put to-
E&:thcr; and the fecurity fhe has given herfelf of that mar-
ct by protecting duties, efpeciall by thofe two modern
ones, of § per cent. each, which have been laid on the
produce of the former revenues ; and to thefe let me add,
the adyantages fhe ever enjoys in Ireland, which is her beft
foreign cuftomer ; advantages fecured to her by the twenty
propofitions, if they fhall be agreed to as they pafied the
Britifi Houfe of Commons ; the 16th of thefe providing
an effectual preference to thefe commodities in the Irith
market over {imilar articles coming from every other part,
and the y1th taking care that fimilar Irith manufadtuores
fhall not'be poured into her market for home confumption
at a duty lefs than 101 per cent. while fuch Englith ma-
nufactures are to be exportable from our harbours on €X-~
aclly the fame conditions with our own.

T'he next advantage arifes from the great private capital
embarked in this bufinefs, which hath not only grown up,
within'z feiw years §, almoft from a flate of ruin to its pre-
fent gigantic fize, but has been able, in that time, to lay
outmillions in works preparative only to the manufacture 3
a few years dgo,’ then, the ftock muft have been compara=
tively of little value; and the profpeét have been uninvitw
ing—the competition of Ireland, with all its terrors Saring
them in the face.. It 1s not probable, that much hereditary
fortune was introduced, nor have vaft funds been drawn
from other manufaétures, or we fhould have heard fome
tomplaints of this revulfion. It is moft likely, that the
fums laid out in thefe vaft works have gradually accompa-
nied the fuecefs of the manufacture ; if fo, I rejoice €x=
ceedingly at it, and that ingenious men fhall have fo

Obfervations on Treland, page 211.
- Obfervations on Ireland, pagez31, &,

ks | much]
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fuch benefited themfelves by thofe 1abours, .\yhich
alfo benefited their country; may virtuous induftry f
ever be fo rewarded ! At all events, .thls"prpgrgfs,‘ in i
fhort time, from ruin to more than princely ?ﬁlufﬂ"m‘}xas
been fo rapid, as to exceed every thing that 1s to be _f9un_d
in the whole hiftory of trade and manufaétures, and indi-
cates a profperity which, 1na few years more, muft com~

leat whatever of this great work remains fill to be ac-
complifhed,—in a much fhorter time than will probably
bring forward even the fmalleft of all that multitude of
events, which have been pointed out_as neceffary l?cforf;
Ireland can, in any degree, become your rival even in her
&wn markets.  With materials inexhauftible, with the ca-
pital and the experience that are now acquired, with the
works 'that have been erefted, and the fkilful workmen
that have been formed, it will'be much eafier to add 40
or 50,000 ton to the iron you make every year, than it
was to advance it to its prefent ftate. :

O fortunate nimium fua fi bona norint.

Thrice happy men! {o'likely long to enjoy thofe bene-
fits with which Providence has vouchfafed to blefs your
fabours ; if youbut be guarded againft thofe ill-founded,
but tormenting apprehenfions, thofe unbrotherly jealoufies,
the parents of ill offices, which have been fo indefatigably
prepared for your minds. What have you to do with
the dirty game'of politics, or who fhall' be for one day,
perhaps for one whole week, the Minifter of England ?—
The propofitions for arranging the trade between Great
Britain and Ireland but little extend to your particular bu-
finefs ; if they ftand, how can you be injured by them ?
if they are rejected, how can you be benefited ? Zrhc {yf-
tem between the two kingdoms, fo far as relates to you,
is not the work of the prefent Chancellor of the Exchequer,
to all whofe works your newly zcquired advocate has de-
¢lared himfelf fo decided an opponent.—It was the work
of his‘own familiar friend Lord North, affifted by fome of
your own faithful and intelligent patrons and brethren,
and, in fome degree, negociated by a man who may be
allowed to fay he has good withes for you.  If it was in-
jurious, your advocate, when he was in Parliament, would
have altered it, or at leaft he would have hinted it to you.
When he became openly a political writer, on this very
Locom fubject,
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{ubje&, in his. American Obfervations, he wounld have
apprifed you of your fituation.— Although. I differ in al-
moft every thing that relates to the prefent queftion, yet
I know .and refpe& too much th&l‘idbb“Wl‘itéi‘.’s kn{)wledgc
and zeal for the intereft of England, to think. he ‘wéuld
negledt his duty if ‘there was real dangeri~+ A there was
none, ' this {ubje€t was then fuffered to reft, becaufe it-was
not'then known, that the prefent Miniftér ‘would bring
forwaid his propofitions; lor even by that! fpecies- of wit,
which delights in bringing together' heterogeneous things,
itwould be poffible’ to unite this fubjé@&swith them. o '

- “They havesbeen; ‘however, unfortunately: united, and
the confequence'it feems is, that England muft eitlier be-
comea tyrant‘over Irelandy impofing new! taxes upon her
trade with foreign: nations, ‘or ‘Old:'England mu# be un-
done.——1It nolonger remains doubtful, in‘our Author’s
opinion, it is brouglit to “a phyfical ‘certainty:and demon-
ftration, ¢“ That'unlefsa tax, an additional tax, fhall be
¢ laid ‘on this '‘neceflary of life (and whichzthe Irith Par-
¢ Tiament never will impofe),  Ireland! ma/? very rapidl
¢ fupplant Britain in her trade, the works which have.co
¢ millions' muft be deferted and go- to ruin, the manu-
¢ fa&turers muft be undone, and then they muft go emi-
#¢igrate with their capitals to Ireland.” ' If:the writer of
thislatter paragraph had not.taken fo muchipains, through-
out the whole of his work, :to “prove he was no | rifhman,
1 fhould have been inclined to confider this ‘as the manu-
fa&ure of my own country ; but I muft now prefume this
to'be‘my own mifconception, and - that it isonly the four
millions that muft be loft outright, and the ten millions
that muft migrate to Ireland.

“ *Venit fumma Dies et ineluabile Tempus
Dardanie, fuimus Troes, fuit Hium et ingens

Ghria

* Till I met thefe lines, I muft own, I was at a lofs to under-
ftand our Adithor’'s Motto to his Irith Obfervations; if they had
been intended for the benefit of Ireland only, ¢ Spes veltrae uritis™
was ealily enough applicable to our conduét ; while you are faid to
have veins of coal at home, and while men, on that fuppofition, de-
fire to reftrain your iron and other manufa&ui®és, you foolifhly im-

ort oo ton of foreign coal, and thus burn and deftroy every
Eo : ‘?FD plying yourfelves with this neceffary of life ; but when
I tj;:z'fd‘ gs'lxamphlet was calculated for the meridian of England

only,
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Clria Teutrorums fevus Fupiter omnia Argos¥ -
Tranflulit: : b
1t muft be fo, Sheffield thou reaforteft well. . o= i+
And yet, without prefumptiony may I be permitted to
examine this reafoning in its parts; and thefe prer‘mﬁnim
by.one, which are to {upport this ¢onclufmn 5 objeéts feeni
through a mift are magnified in proportion to. their gndxfi
tinétnefs ; and I confefs, when I .obferve ln.cvery’ﬂimg_l
have read upon this fubject an affected obfeurity, a complis
cation of ideas, afid @ reiteration of ‘the fame afguments;
or rather affertions; as it were to make up i apparent num-
ber for what thegr may be deficient in weight, l-am defirous,
if, poffible, to: difpel this Eloom,-a'ndl to- fhew things in
their hatural proportions by the light of nnl.naifcd._'t)"uth;
and to prove that there may be competition without injury,
and then to hear the liberal voice of ;England crying: outy
as we have heard her cry out heretofore,  Let Iréland
« thrive if fhe can by her own induftry; - if {he fhould even
«'be my rivaly isfhe not alfomy fifter.. The momerit ‘1
« can find this' difpofition of mind, I am fatisfied 1 will
« fully convince her underftanding, that'no injury can: be

« done her in the bufinefs now under our confideration.”
As I have mentioned, however; an obfcurityon this fubs
je& in 4n author diftinguithed by his perfpicuity on all
others, T think it neceffary for rhe here to take notice of
the manner in which he has beén pleafed to treat iti 'Some=
times fpeaking in his own character; at others in that of
the iron manufaurers, and finally afluming the character
of Britain herfelf, “thinking fhe has now a right to-com-
“ plain as an injured country*;” fo that in the greater
part of what he has fet forth, I am utterly at a lofs to dif-
tinguith, whether we are to confider it as the allegation of
an interefted party, or as the decifion of a difinterefted and
competent judge ; whether as the voice of an individual,
or of a great nation; delivering their verdiét by this their

foreman. K e
I muft alfo take notice of the artful ufe which is thade

only, I was at a lofs fo find out who were thofe hoftes, and what
thefe Caftra Inimica, till this {fecond quotation from Virgil fhewed
me that the Irifh were thefe enemies, that Argos was Ireland; and
here lay thofe inimical camps, which our Afcanius would perfuade
his friends had not been yet fufficiently burned and deftroyed.

+ Ireland, =

* Obfervations on Ireland, page 224.
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of the ambiguous. term of ron manufy
which in one fenfe are confined to thofe who prepare the
~fawiron from the mine, in another, thofa who work it up
after it has undergone thig previous preparation :—Claffos
of men altogether diftin®, and whofe views in many in-
ftances, we muft fuppofe contradictory; it being the intere(t
of theone fet, that all duties on raw'iron heretofore impofed
in England fhould be continaed in full force, and that new
~ duties thould be impofed in Ireland to the fame amount,
wi which, fays our authort) it cannot be expeled that
¥ any quantity of iron will be made there, while it is equally
: v _ ' that

Qurers, words,

1 Obfervations on Ireland, page 228. _

1 I cannot fay I am quite certain whether our author may not be
in jeft, when he recommends to Ireland to lay on thele larger duties
for the pur pofe of encreafing the makers of iron at home; but I am
fure it is a matter of ferious conlideration for every maker and manu-
falturer of iron in Britain how far it js bis intereft that Iveland
fhould return to this trade. For fome years fhe has fhewn Jefs in-
clination to this than almoft to any other adventure.  Whether in
fagt that ivon cannot be made here as cheap as it can be imported, or
that capital is wanting for fo extenfive an undertaking, or that the
facility with which that article is obtained from abroad makes men
infenfible to the want of it at home. Butif a duty of 3]. isonce'laid
on for.the avawed puarpofe of encouraging the “home produétion,
that duty, to anfwer its end, muyft be laid on Englifh as well as foreign
iron, and muft be encreafed upon the manufadtured iron of all
couutries in the fame proportion the manufa&ure now bears to the
material. No Irith member would be bafe enough to propofe 1t
otherwife to an Irith Parliament, and the noble Author muit have
meant this ; for he never could have recommended to any countrya
meafure which muft be ineffe&tual, and whofe only confequence
would be to impofe an additional burden; and if this meafure
thould have the propofed effect, Englithmen will refle® how ton-
fiftent it is with their intereft, in order to {ecure this export of cocl.
gor fuppofe, if you pleale, that export encreafed twenty-fold) to

orce the Irifh into.this branch of trade for which they fhew now fo
little inclination, The fame argument will hold with regard to
bounties in Englind on the export of their manufaétares. If thofe
bounties are to affe@ Ireland fhe will grant fimilar bounties on her
exportationy‘in which cafe each count?r will be impoverithed to
fupply the other with what fhe has herfelf at home.. .Or if.]’relad
by the {yltem fhall be prevented from fending to England, fhe will
then counteraét the new bounty by a propostionate duty at home
befides, in general it is the principle of your propofitions, as expreffed
in the 1 sth; to take away all warfare of bountics between the two
kingdoms. JITAFEq (S : ' ¥
1t itzll now be made manifeftly the intereft of Ireland to work
her iron mines, and they fhall be found practicable, and Irifh gen-
tlemen by certain feelings (to which I avow myf{elf not infenfible)
thall be induced te come forward in this or any other magufacture,
‘M. G capitals
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that of the other, as he has clearly fhewn in 2nother
work, that all duty whatfoever fhould be taken off this raw
material.

Any one who reads the Obfervations on the Trade of
Ireland will eafily fee how judicious 2 ufe is made of the
duplicity of this term, to create apprehenfions and dangers,
which would not otherwife have even the appearance of
exiftence. , _

And now to the particulars of our author’s arguments
apart.

pAnd the firft T fhall take notice of is indeed only by
way of infinuation, the writer fearing, 1 fuppofe, that the

Jire& affertion thereof, might not -{tand. that teft which -

Lord Shaftfbury has endeavoured to eftablifh as the criterion
of truth.—Our author had ftated that Ireland now makes
Little bar iron*, and he might fafely have gone further, and
faid fhe does not make a fingle pound. He had ftated alfot,
that till fhe lays on the heavy duty, thatis, as he explains it,
the duty of 3l. 0s. gd. on every ton of foreign iron im-
ported 1, it cannot be expefted any quantity of iron will
be made there, and he had very truly faid that Ireland will
obje&t to this, as charging her confumption heavily and
unneceffarily |.—After which he propofes his fuccedaneum,
which is, « for Ireland to import iron ore from Lanca-

capitals may not always be wanting. The very Englifh gentlemen
who would now gladly perfuadé you that Ireland was created only
that the mnghtfwe employment to the manufacturers of Britain
and that fhe had no natural rights of a free country, would then con:
defcend to come over themfelves and carry on thofe trades for us.
Mr, Bolton, whoappears at the head of all the iron petitions to par-
Jiament, was in Ireland laft year, and would have engaged in fuch
_ works here if he could have got gentlemen of probity and fortune
among the proprietors to embark with him; and I have now before
me a letter from that Mr. Thomas Smith of Manchefter, who, in his
evidence before the Lords, has fo ftrangely mifrepiefented the prices
even of thofe articles of Irifh produce in which he deals himfelf, and
who fo grofsly has vilified the charalter of every man of whom he
hgg fpoken ; i which letter he folicits encouragement from the
Linen Board of Ircland, and offers to come over here and bring a
confiderable number of artifts with him, and to perfect the cottgon

:::‘xcu]fia:el::n, and alfo eftablifh an extenfive branch in the fmall

® QObfervations on Ireland, pﬁge 237.
" 4 Ditto, p.228.

1 Ditto. p. 226.

§ Ditto, p. 234,
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 thire and Cumberland, as ballaft for § oak bark; and
« if {Jit coal and and peat, or turf, thould be wanting in
“ Ireland, fhe might alfo import her coals from England,

¥ from whence the can have them much cheaper than they
4 can be fold in London, where many branches of the iron
“ manufacture are carried on; and to this he fubjoins, that
“ peat has been ufed in England in iron works, although
« tone great extent,”

Now is not the neceffary inference from all this, that if
peat or turf can be had in Ireland, we fhall thereby be
enabled to carry on this manufa&ture to fufficient extent,
and with fufficient profit, even with foreign ore, and with
this great advantage, which in the fame page, amd upon all
occafions, he is fo good as to bring back to the recollection
of both kingdoms, that as yet her manufactures do not pay
all the excifes that are paid in Britain ;—and then the quef-
tion refolves itfelf into this, have the Irith Bog-trotters any
turf? for if they have, here is an infallible noftrum for
making all their fortunes.

Through Ireland I have found it a general opinion, with
which my own experience coincides, that wherever coals
can be laid in under 20s. a ton, it cannot be prudence in
any man to ufe any other fewel in large quantities for domef-
tic ufes : but I wave, for a moment, that argument arifin
from the expence, to confider what in other refpeéts would
be the fituation of an Irifh company manufacturing bar
iron, and obliged to ufe the fame quantity of fire that is
ufed by the Shropfhire company he mentions, and I may
venture to aflert, if their fewel thould be turf, in a climate
fuch as Ireland generally is, not all the inhabitants of your
populous city olg Briftol would be able to cut and fave and
draw home that quantity ; nor would all the houfes in that
great city furnifh ftores fufficient for its prefervation. I
have found it in general a matter of {fome difficulty, and
in fome feafons impralticable, to provide a fufficiency of
good turf, even for one family ; but when the quantity muft
be increafed, the ground to be covered with it for drying
muft be enlarged, and the diftance and difficulty of draw-

§ It is to be hoped our author has given diretions for planting in
Lancathire and Cumberland, contiguous to the iron mines and the
fhore, thofe vaft forefts of oak which are for ever henceforth to fup-

ly oak bark fufficient to freight fuch a number of veflels to
greland as may require at leaft 10,000 ton annually for their ballafk
anlyy

G 2 | ing
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ino it muft be augmented, efpecially if the prefent {cheme
beg_to carry it all %;ntf:e harboupgcor} the eaftern coafts of Tre- =
land, to meet this ore which is to be imported from ;
Lancafhire, &c. : . o g b

The{%hrc,rpfhire company’s confumption of coalisftated, - .
by our Author, at 500 tons daily; we compute a ton af 3
coal equal to 100 * kethes of turf, each contzining 16 .
cubical feet; confequently, the day’s equivalent would
amount to 800,000 cubic feet, and the year’siequivalentto
about 292,000,000 of cubic feet of  turf, which would
therefore require for each fuch company three  good turf
ftacks, each of .them fomewhat larger’ than the greater

amid of Egypt, which, as I recolleé ‘ftands upon
g?::rven acres of ground, and is.about 400 feet high. - * |

In Ireland, I remember this whim of making iron with
turf was once tried, I believe it was in the year 1755, or
1757, but it was then proved to be a bubble, and the very
idea has been ever fince laughed at.—QOur Author’s very
refpectable friends, whofe 'very words he feems, in this
inftance, to have adopted, though he has not thought it
neceflary to communicate the whole to the public, yet muft
have given him very different information. = Mr. Richard
Crawfkay, Mr. Jofeph Stanley, and Mr. Samuel Walker,

en'-e;{cargined .before the éommittee of the Council +,
declared very exprefsly, that it was not psffible to carry om -
any iron manufactory with peat fire only- to any extent.
What! is it not.even within the limits of poffibility ?
How wei gh?r then theargument to overturn the right and
interefts of Ireland. .

And now having pretty well got rid of our turf, let us
examine the other part of the paragraph, which recom-
mends “ fmelting Lancathire ore in Ireland with Englith
“ coal, becaufe fuch coal may be had there cheaper than
“ in.London, where branches of the iron manufaure are
“ carried on in hoops, rods, anchers, bolts, &c.” And
herg Jet me exhibit a notable inftance of that equivoque in
the_word iron manufature, which I formerly ftated ; for
as London,.' from foreign iron, manufatures hoops and
rods, &c. in which the expence of firing is comparatively

w

b 4 r 2

100 X 16 = 1600 X §00 = 800,000 X 365 =
sis, 292,000,000, . |

1 Report of the Lords of the Council, page 47, g

| trifling,
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trifling, it muft therefore follow as'a neceflary confequence, ™
that Ireland, with the fame ﬁrin% imported, can fmelt fo- -
reign ore, and forgethe iron, and have it as cheap ‘as the*
country in which all thefe materials are on the {potand
grow together.—I would afk the noble Author this direlt
queftion, does he believe iron is fmelted and forged from
thefe materials only, within the city-of London? Doés he -
believe there ever will, or does he “think it poffible, fuch"
can be made there as cheap as foreign iron with all its fub_
fidiesis now imported into London ; and yet this is to be”

the foundation of the prefent equalization, A

. Our Author, in'compating the advantages which Ireland~
m_ight have over Britain in the exportation of ‘rod‘iron ¥,
and which he is pleafed to ftate as ‘amounting. to between
151. and 20l. per cent. confiders the coft of the Ruffia bar-
iron the fame in London and in Dublin, ‘and the charge of
manufaGuring in both places to be the {ame, and- the di ffe- -
rence to arife from the difference of duty only, and then >
by his calculation ftates the coft of a-ton of rod iron in:
Dublin, after having' paid the import duty on the material,
to amount only to 13l. 3s. from which, if you deduét®
what he charges for the wafte and expence of flitting, being
1l. 10s. the coft of the iron muft have been but 11l 13s.
Englifh. And now let me call upon his Lordthip to de-
clare (and I think he owes the explanation to both coun-
tries), does he think it poffible, with Lancathire or Cum-
berland ore and Englifh coals, to make fuch a ton of iron
in Ireland for that price—and if not, why are we mifled
with fuch calculations #—T would go further, and call upon
him to declare, did he ever hear that one ton of fuch
Ruffia iron was ever fold in Dublin for what hé mentions to
be the London-price, dedufting the difference of duty ?
—Or that ever oneton of Irith made rod iron ever was, or
without great lofS'could be, fold in Dublin for 13l. 3s. Eng-
Iifb? And if he proves any one of thefe falts, I will give up
the whole controverfy. — And if he does not, T muft repeat it,
it was not well done by fuch unfounded ftatements to excite
animofities between thefe kingdoms.

The next argument runs thus,. + It has been generally

¢ fuppofed that Ireland has great difadvantages in working
“ iron mines when compared with Great Britain, but the

-

* Obfervations on Treland, page 230.

%+ Obfervations on Licland, page233, 234
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« reafon does not appear, unlefs it fhould arife from want
« of capital. In general it may be obferved, that the..
« private capital of Englifh manufacturers at prefent com-
« bats the purfe of Ireland in the hands of a bogntiﬁxl and
« liberal Parliament. But if Engli{hmcn will _employ
« their capitals in Ruflia, why fhould they not employ them

« in Ireland? and fome. Englifh capitals are now engaged
« in erecting large iron works in Ruffia.”’— And to this
is added, in 2 note referred to as the explanation, It has
« been already obferved, that the price of Britith coals on
« the Eaft coaft of Ireland is lower than in many places
« where manufatures of iron are carried on ; it is remark-
« able as the latter affeéls to eficourage the {preading

¢« manufaures, fuch a tax as that on coals coaftways
« fhould be adopted.” You will ebferve here, as in other
places, the fame contradi@ion of our Author of his own
opinions and affertions, which 1 fhould not dwell upon if it
ever occurred in any inftance where it was not for the
purpofe of doing fome injury or another to Ireland, or
where the latter taken up opinion was not the moft un-
founded. You will obferve the fame equivoque on the
word manufalure as if it was of any confequence-to the
prefent queftion what the price of coals might be ‘in the
Foreft of Dean, where the principal fewel is charcoal
made from wood ; though I muft fay in the neighbourhood
of the Severn, 1 remember when I was at Briftol Wells,
I bought my coals at 6s. 8d. per ton, and I was informed
that to the manufadories in that neighbourhood they were
afforded at §s. per ton; what is it to the prefent queftion
what coals are at Woadftock, where a pair of fthoe buckles
{hall be fold for 50 guineas? ftate to me great {melting
works and forges where the fewel is all coal, where the
bufinefs is carrying on to profit, where the price of coals

is as dear as that of Britifh coals is on the Eaft coaft of
Ireland, and where the bar iron * can be fold for 15 or
16l a ton, which our Author ftates as the prefent average

price ; or elfe we but deceive ourfelves and the public. And
admitting all thefe facts, the argument might {till be falla-
cious, as our Author {feems purpofely to omit making any'
allowance for carrying thofe coals to the mountainous parts.
of the country in which mines are generally found, or for
bringing down the ore from mines to our harbours; for

* Qbfesvations on Ireland, page 217.
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Ris argument here refers to working Irith mines, and not to
his extraordinary expedient of importing foreign ore. I
muft obferve too on the net uncommon attempt to raife
jealoufies in the mimds of Englithmen by for ever repeating
to them the little occafional bounties of the Irifh Parlia-
ment to infant manufatures ;—but does he mean to
fu;g‘%e& that fuch bounties will give capital to carry on ex-
peniive iron works, or 4o contervail the fourteen millions
we have heard of,

I confels from the fa& he has mentioned, of Englithmen
carrying their capitals to Ruffia, I fhould have been inclined
to have reafoned with myfelf in a different manner ; my
firft wifh probably would have been that my countrymen
fhould keep their money at home for the improvement of
their own country—but if that cannot be, if the capital be
too large for that purpofe, or the defire of gain  or
of change muft-carry it abroad, then let my fecond wifh be,
that it fhould be carried to my fifter country for her im-
provement, fince her -ftrength is my ftrength, and fince I
know from experience it will in fome fhape or another
return from thence, together with its profits—this, in my
mind, would be better than going to' Ruflia or America,
and [ fhould not ®errify men {o difpofed from the attempt,
by colle&ting every ill thing that could be faid of Ireland.
I omit to make any particular obfervation on the polite and
affectionate manner of ftating our humble endeavour to
fupply ourfelves with fome of the mere neceffaries of life
by the appellation of « this affeation of Ircland to ex-
tend manufactures.” \ '

The next argument is this :— As to the article coals .
“ there is plenty in fome parts of Ireland, and probably in
 time they may be, got at as low a price as in England.
“ The iron ore; lime ftone, and coal, will be found in
“ the fame neighbourhood, and with the help of fteam
“ engines and navigations, (no country is better fitted-for
“ the latter than Ireland) iron works™ may be eftablifhed
“ wherever thefe articles can be found. ~ And again he
- % fays, fome kind of coals, ¢ and generally the worft, an-
‘“ fwer the purpofe of making coak much better than
% others; there are forts of coals, which, when coaked, are
“ not fufficiently cleanfed of their fulphur and impurities
¢ to make a kind and malleable pig iron fit for the forges ;

y & Obfervations on Ireland, page 2126, 317,
.t Pageasa. -
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8¢ irshas not yet, appeared whether the Irifis voal is proper for
«_making coak.. And againy the capital improvement of
« coak bar -iron by Meflrs. -Wright and, Jeflon is | Sl
« geperally practifed, and it is this has mu'c_h; immy‘i ;t_he
« quality and increafed the quantity of Englifh iron.”
. What 2 mafs of conjeGture and of affertion; of knowledge
.- and of ignorance, of probability and'“of—lmpgﬂi'b'll_lg, and
.. of contradiction, is here brought together, to fhew that
Treland muft fhortly deftroy the iron trade of England_!—
.- May her greateft dangers never ftand fupported by better
- foundations. @ Sood
For firft, it does not follow, becaufe coals have been
found in fome parts of  Ireland, that therefore _ev;n"th_ege
toey are in plenty. It is well known both in Britain and in
. Ireland, that there are many collieries thatare not worth‘v?orkf-
ing, at leaft to any confiderable extents either the vein is too
thin, as was the cafe of that one Mr: Bolton examined'in the
County of Leitrim, or too ftoney, or too much embarrafled
with culm, or too deep—too much affetted with water, or
the rocks too hard, 1 am well acquainted with collieries
of this fort on both fides of the river Shannon towards its
mouth, where the vein of coal is not above eightor nine
inches thick, and yet thefe have been flowly worked for
years, for the benefit of the culm only, and this may be
faid to be in fome degree the cafe of all the collieries ever
opened in Ireland, that excepted, in the Kilkenny mines,
(of which hereafter).that the coal produced is mn {mall
quantity, and I am confident no other, colliery in Ireland
ever produced one-twentieth part of what has beeit ftated
to be ufed by the one companyin Shropfhire. Though
the Drumglafs.colliery has been open for many years in
the moft populous and fpirited part of Ireland, yet fo little
and indifferent has been its produce, that Englifh coals are
burned within a very few miles of it, and thofe brought by
-along inland carriage. , _
. Again, fome collieries are found in mountainous places,
. difficult of accefs, and others on inhofpitable {hores, for
. the greater part of the year inacceflible ; fuch is the fitua-
tion of the Ballycaftle collieries, where, after the public had
-+ Jaid out large fums in endeavouring to make a harbeur,
.. the fea has finally triumphed, the work has been aban-
. » doned, and no coals are brought from thence but in the
fummer months, and thofe in fmall quantities. And
exactly fimilar muft be the cafe with refpect %o any other
veins
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veins of coal that may be found in that mountainous part

of the County of Antrim. A convincing proof of thefe

aflertions may be drawn, I think, from the conduc of the

Irith Parliament, and the confequences thereof ;. coals..
being a neceflary of life, and the bogs in many places nearly
cut out, our legiflature has been anxious to open collieries,
and as_encouragement, has given a bounty of 2s. per ton
for all Irifh coals brought coaftways to the capital ; but
though this bount{ has fubfifted many years, and is perpe.-
tual, yet fuch has been the poverty of all our Irith works, *
that the annual amount of this bounty has been only 1451.
6s. 11d. and the greater part of this for malting coals from
Kilkenny.

And this deficiency in the quantity of the mineral
throughout this kingdom is not confined to coals only, but
has been obferved in all our mines, of lead, of filver, of
copper, &c. none of which contain the fame quantities,
nor thofe vaft maffes which are to be found in the mines of
England ; fuch as the Paris Mountain of copper in Wales,
the Duke of Devonfhire’s lead mine in Derbythire, the tin
mines of Cornwall, worked fince the time of the Pheenici-
ans, and the collieries of Newcaftle, which have fupplied
London conftantly fince about the time of Henry VIII. if I
recollect right.

Perhaps it might not be a difficult matter to account
phyfically for' this inferiority in the Irith mines, if this was
2 proper place for philofophical inquiry. With refpet to
the Kilkenny collieries, which are more extenfive, I believe
even Mr. Bolton, who examined them, will affure the
Englith iron makers that thiey may reft in the moft perfe&t
fecurity; they are an excellent coal for making malt,
becaufe they do not finoke, and for that purpofe they are
carried throughout Ireland; but they neither blaze nor can
be coaked, and therefore are unfit for the iron furnace.
They only growred like 2 mafs of heated iron, and are fo
full of fulphur, that if ufed in a bed-chamber, the door of
which fhould happen to be fhut, the probable confequence
would be death to the perfon fleeping there, of which there
have been too many inftances, and yet fo difficult is it to
diveft this coal of that fulphur, that the fame effect would be
produced after the fire had been burning feven or eight
hours. " In fhort, I defy our Author to produce an inftance

" See Young's Tour through Ireland,
' H of
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of one place in Ireland, where fuch iron - founderies have
been or are carrying on with Irifh pit coal to any
material extent. : W' grh 5 -
But, fays our author, navigations may do much, :3 %
there is no country better fitted ‘for thefe than Ireland, an
forry I am, I am obliged to contradi¢t him in this aﬂfg;lgn,,
not that it would be material to the prefent argument,
unlefs he could fhew thofe navigations led = to collieries
and iron mines; but the fack I fear will. be found . that
there is no country more unfit for thefe than Ireland ; firft,
becaufe the whole ifland lies high above the fea, rifing fud-
denly for the moft part from the coaft, as may be l}eﬁ_il-
luftrated by the Dublin canal, whofe loweft termination
is 60 feet above the level of the fea, and which canal rifes
from thence 193 feet more in the diftance of 17 miles, _and
this creating a multitude of locks, makes our mavigations
more tedious in paffing, more expenfive in keeping up,
and more eafily put out of repair-than any others I believe
in Europe.. Another circumftance againft them arifes
from the {tratums through which they pafs, which Mr.
Young has well defcribed-in his Tour through Ireland,
where he fays, ¢« the circumftance which ftrikes me as
« the greateft {ingularity of Ireland, is the rockynefs of the
«{oil; ftone is fo generaly that I have great reafon to
« believe the whole ifland is one vaft rock of different ftra-
« ta and kinds of ftone rifing out of the fea; in general
« this appears in every part of the kingdom. = And this
“ rockynefs .of the foil isfo univerfal, that it predominates
“in every fort; one cannot ufe with propriety the term,
“ clay loam, fand, &e, it muft be a_ftony clay, a ftony
“loam, a gravelling fand, &c.”—The confequence of
which is, that wherever we have funk our navigations to
any confiderable depth, we have been obliged to work our
way with gunpowder. Another particularity is in the
{tratum generally over this rock, which is a gravelly loam
almoft as'difficult as the {tone to cut, and {o tenacious, that
I well remember Mr. Smeaton’s declaring, that if any en-
gineer had told him with how little {lope we could venture
to make our banks, he could not believe him till he faw it ;
—the confequence of all this has been, that the Dublin
© navigation, or as it is generally called, the Grand Canal,
and which is the only work we have of that kind of any
confiderableextent,or which is inany very great forwardnefs,
though it has the metropolis for its termination, and has
been
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been'the favourite object of the Parliament and of the peo-
ple for a long time, though it has been near thirty years
continually going on, and has coft upwards of 300,000!.
yet it is not finifhed fo as to be navigable more than thirty
miles; nor is any part of it dug more than twenty miles;
and when it fhall be finithed fo far as Munfter-Even,
which I hope ‘it will be in this fummer, there will be on
this fhort {pace about thirty locks from eight to ten feet
fall ;—from hence you may judge what time it will take
to its final accomplithment ; as yet I believe its further
courfe is not even determined on; butif it goes directly to
Lough Allen, where the report of Mr. Evans, the engineer,
(mentioned or alluded to fo often in the evidence before the
Council and Parliament of Britain, and* by our Author)
{tates, that there are iron and coal, I will venture to affert
they have not yet worked one third part of the diftance be-
tween Dublin and that lake, and therefore I thall {fubmit to
every impartial perfon, whether the {yftem which in a few
years may probably bring the Englifh foundery to perfec-
tion, or this plan of navigation will be firft accomplifhed.

I would gladly haften to our Author’s particular calcu-
lations, if 1 did not find it neceflary to fay fomething again
on what is mentioned introductory to thofe calculations.
It is faid in the name of thole concerned in the iron
trade *, that Ireland muft underfell Britain in her com-
merce with the American States, and alfo on the conti-
nent of Europe, fo materially in heavy iron wares, that the
muft rapidly fupplant Britain in that branch, unlefs her
export is prote&ted by a bounty, which fhould be near a
third part more than the duty, as 30 cwt. of the bar will,
on an average,’ make lefs than 22 cwt. of wrought iron;
and that Ireland will not obferve the fpirit of her com-
pa&, to which fhe had agreed when the American States
were dependent on Britain ; and that the compact was,
that both-countries thould pay fimilar or e?{ual duties t.
And our author has certainly acted fairly in ftating this on
heavy ironwares only, and in making his calculations on
thefe articlés only, becaufe thefe are the only ones which
Irelandy in-her infant ftate, can be fuppoied able to make,
ot which America, in her infant ftate, and the Weit
Indies, in their infant and dependent ftate, can be fuppofed

® Obfervations on Ireland, page 229, 230, 231.
4 Obfervations on lieland, page 219.
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le to purchafe. Rod iron, rolled iron, bolts, nailsy .
:Echors, Pand hoops, are neceffaries of life, or for the
ackage of their manufactures, or for their fhipping.—-
Befides, of the finer forts, much is rated under different
denominations, and fubject to higher duties, or are rated,
ad valorem, as hardware and fteel, and therefore do not
fall within the compact.——In the ftill higher manufac-
tures, the price of the material, comparatively {peaking,
is loft in the value of the workmanfhip, fo that whether
the firft duty is 10s. or 3l.1s totally 1mmaterial ; thus,
merely to thew by an example how far this can be carried,
let us fuppofe, for a2 moment, a ton of the pendulum
fprings of watches could be collected, and that there could
be found a market for them, thefe would be worth half the
iron imported into England within the compafs of the
year.— But the weight of all fine goods is trifling, and
therefore whoever would make any juft and true average on
this fubject, muft have before him the quantities, as well
as the quality and prices of the different articles ;=—without
this, he may amufe himfelf, or delude the public with
computations ; he may fill his works with Cuftom-Houfe
extracts, and appear to the ignorant a2 man of deep re-
fearches, but by thofe who underftand the matter he will
be flill thought ignorant.———And if this be the juft and
only ground of computation (as I am convinced it is), I
defire to fee how our Author can make out his aflertion,
that 30 cwt. of bar iron will make lefs than 22 cwt. of
wrought iron, and that the equivalent fhould be nearl
one third more than the import duty ; or even, as he elfe-
where exprefies it ¥, that in the grofs iron wares 25 cwt,
of the bar would be an equivalent for 20 cwt. of the
wrought, and in the finer kinds 40 or 45 cwt,

And yet even this would be fufficient to prove, that the
computation of 1778, was by no means made on an equal
principle for Ireland, where not 22 cwt. but barely 20
cwt, is fuppofed the produce of 30 cwt. of the material,
and the equivalent is ftated not nearly but precifely one
third more than the duty.—And now. to come to thefe

particular calculations, which I muft beg leave to fet
out 1n the Author’s own words +.

* Obfervations on Ireland, page 225.
1 Obfervations on Ireland, page 229, 230.

¢ Calculations



[T s € PRI W

[ 61 ]
¢ Calculations for Iron Hoops.

. £ 5. d.
“ A ton of Ruffia iron fit fo

r hoops, coft in
14

1784, in London, nearly - - 14 16" o
““ Wafte of metal and charge of {melting, 3 100

“ Coft of a ton of hoons in London, - 18 0 o

“ Difference of duty on a ton of bar iron in
favour of Ireland, -

el SRR S G 4T

(11
(94

Coft of a ton of hoops in Dublin, - .. g5 13 o
Difference in favour of Ireland, about rsl.
PEr cent,

¢ Calculation of fplit iron.

&
“ A ton of Ruffia bar iron, fit for rod iron,

coft in London in 1784 about - - 14 0 ©
Wafte of metal and charge of flitting, - 1 10 o

114

¢ Coft of a ton of rod iron in London,

““ Difference of duty in favour of Ireland,

- 1510 O

(11
4

Blal

Coft of a ton of rod iron in Dublin, - 13 3 o
Difference in favour of Ireland, between
15l. and 20l. per cent.

I believe it will be obvious to every body, that thefe cal-
culations have been made principally to ‘eftablifh the ob-
fervations fated-at the end of each of them, that Ireland
has in one inftance jgl. per cent. in the other between
I5 and 20l. percent. advantage over England, and that
fuch concluﬁ'::n ‘could 'not follow, unlefs the general
value was kept low. A moment, however, for argu-
ment fake, I will allow our Author all his improbable,
and all ‘his_impoffible premifes ; fuch as that a ton of
Ruffia bar iron, fit for rods, was ever bought in Dub-
linfor 11l. 13s. (or 14l. lefs by 2l. 7s. the difference in

duty) ; that fuch ton could be carried to Lucan, or Leix-
lip, the neareft flitting mills, ‘and there worked with coals,
cofting above a guinea a ton, and then brou

ght back in
rods'to Dublin, and that the wafte of iron, and all the

expences,
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expences, fhould not ftand in more than 1l 10s.——1I
2dmit the whole of his calculation, that the ton of Englit

rods in London ftands in lgfulos. and in Dublin 131 3s.
Englifh, and now they are ready in both places for expor-
tation, fuppofe to the Weft Indies; the Englith go out
free ; the j;rifh by the compact muft pay export duty 2l.
r6s. 3d. Englifh, add this to 13l 3s. and the amount
will ffand thus on fhip board : —

Thelafh, & srwim o0 el B ARSI S
The Englith,- - - vl v 8 15 10 O
Balance in favour of the Englithy = - - 0 9 3

which is near three per cent. and which, confidering that
freight from London is always cheaper 10 the Weft Indies
than from Dublin, with the advantages arifing from fu-
perior capital and the rate ‘of intereft, is enough to de-
ftroy any wholefale trade on earth ; to which, if thefe
wares are made of Englifh iron, muft be added 2l. 16s.
per ton more, which in this computation is fuppofed paid
as import duty ; and this proves demonftrably, of our Au-
thor’s own fhewing, how unequal was the compact of
1778. The fame advantage of gs. 3d. will be found in
his other computations, though the per centage will not
be quite {o large. It is furprifing, after this, that Ireland
' has never fent any of thefe heavy wares to the Weft Indies,
and that fhe as ftrongly afferts fhe never can, and yet this
is the prohibitory duty which fome men have the modefty
to infift upon that Ireland fhould now impofe on her own
trade with free ftates, or that the mult be charged with
breach of good faith and agreement.

I feel I muft have convinced every impartial mind, and
yet thefe obfervations compel me to go one ftep further,
and fhew, that all the miftakes herein are not altogether
unintentional. :

“The main intent of thefe calculations was to fhew, that
Ireland would have 15l. per cent, in one article, and from
15l. to 20l. per cent. in another, and to prove this, it
w?s neceffary to flate thefe articles far below their real
value. |
If a ton of rod iron in London coft but 15l. 10s. and
there is a lofs upon that of 2l. 7s. that is certainly at

the
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the rate.of .15l. 53, 6d. on every hundred pounds value
if_that rod iron be worth aol.{hough th? lofs-fhoul&bgg
fuill 21, 7s. per tony yet this lofs falls but upon a fifth part
of every 100l, and confequently is but 111, 1 5s. inftead of
15l. per cent, Raife the price ftill higher, the lofs will be
proportionably lefs. - '

And now allow me to fhew how our Author himfelf
has ftated thefe prices in the fame i{e:zn' 1784, where there

was no occafion to ftate things too rongly againft Ireland,
In his American Obfervations he fays *,

“ A ton of iron when manufactured in Britain into rods

¢ is worth - - - - . 21
““ Hoops - o - - - 4 :z
““ Bolts - - - - - 24
¢¢ Anchors - - - - 30
¢ Nails - - - - 35
¢ Hoes and axes - - - i 43
“ Anvils - - - - - 42
“ Tin Plates - - - 56
¢« Steel - - - - 56

Oh! ancient honour of the Britifh name ! can vou fuf-
fer fuch arguments any longer to avail, to break the bonds
of brotherly affe®ions, and to alienate, if poffible, from
your markets your beft cuftomers ?

I have done with this part of the argument, becaufe I
am fure I muft have convinced every man, that Irifh ex-
portation never has, in a fingle inftance to any part of the
world, interfered with the Englifh iron exportation ; that
Ireland neverdid, nor ever can, import Baltic iron on the
fame terms with the Englifh, and therefore that fhe finds
it her intereft to import it from London, in which cafe {he
pays not 10s. but 14s. per ton duty, as the fa& is ftated
by the Lords of the Committee of the Council T3 and

that

* Obfervations on America, page zo0.

1 It feems almoft unneceflary to multiply arguments on this fub-
ject 3 whoever but looks at a map of Europe, and fees how Edin-
burgh or Hull flands with refpet to the mouth of the Baltic, will
be %atisﬁcd: whoever recolleéts the ingenious arguments of the
Scotch when they wifthed to induce the Irith gentlemen to fubfcribe
to their navigation from Edinburgh to Glafgow, will remember the
principal one to be that, by that means we could import our Iron
and naval ftores cheaper acrofs Scotland than we can do by long

{ea.
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that in a very fhort time England will make bar iron
enough at home fully to fupply thefe'three kingdoms, at
which time foreigners will be totally excluded, and Eng-
Jand will have the monopoly of our matket, upon' the
only terms any. monopoly fhould be ever eftablifhed; that
of {upplying us cheaper than can be done’by any other
part of the world. ¢ .

- I pafs-over. the exaggeration ‘of the Shropfhire com=
pany’s confuming 500 ton of coals every day, in ‘which
event, allowing even two tons of coal to make one of iron,
that company alone might make between 70,000 and

fea. . The ordinary freight of iron as ballaft from Peterfburgh to
London is but gs.per ton, the freight to Hull is_yos. befides infu-
rance; Ireland on a medium imports but about 750 ton of hemp,
and confequently can little leflen by that means the freight of iron,
which comes to her as a principal part of every cargo. The me-
dinm freight from Peterfburgh to Dublin is 33s. Englifh, befides
infuramce; in the time of war this was more ftriking. In the laft
war the demand for hemp, &c. was fo.great, that the freight of iron
to London was never railed ; at the fame time that to Dublin from
Peterfburgh was three guineas per ton. You, Sir, in the exa-
mination before the Lords of the committee of council in February
laft, in concert with Mr. Bolton, Mr. Wilkinfon, Mr. Reynolds,
and Mr. White ||, have been pleafed ito afcertain this faét and to
aflign the true caufes of thefe coniiderable advantages that Britain
has over. Ireland your anfwers are ftated to me thus :
“ Though the Irith pay fomething of higher duty upon fo-
¢ reign iron imported from this country, together with two
¢« freights, yet thefe difadvantages are {upppofed to be counterba-
¢ lanced by the credit they get here, and which they could not get
¢ in Ruffia or Sweden. By our importing iron frequently as ballaft,
¢« together with hemp and other commodities, which enable us to
¢« fell it mueh cheaper, and by the convenience the Irifh have of
¢ purchafing it in {mall quantities as they want it, and thereby
¢¢ carrying on their trade with a lefs capital.”  And to this might
be added, the different rate of intereft on the two countries. There
are but one or two little circumftances in which I can differ from
this account ;3 but with refpeét to credit, or the poftponement on the
term of. payment for goods beyond what is ufually allowed in the
courfe of bufinefs, it 1s generally confidered as the advantage the
rich merchant has over the poorer one, and for which the former is
fure fome how or another to be paid, not only the common intereft,
but whatfoever extraordinary he might make by his money in a
courfe of more frequent circulation, and for his rifque alfo.

And the fame might be fiid with refpeét to him who buys up
goods in large quantities and fells out again in fmaller fhares.
And thefe therefore are obftruétions arifing from the poverty of
Ireland, not caufes that can fet up a rivalthip againft England.

. || Page s4. Examination before the Council concerning iron and
won manufatures. S10ckpaLE's Edition.

4 | - 80,000
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80,000 ton a year, which'is equal to the whole confump-
tion Df:EﬂWd: The real. fa,&, ds- I underftand ity
ftands thus with the houfe of Mr. Wilkinfon, &c. which
‘being the moft extenfive, as I hear, in that part of England,
I'muftprefume to be the one to which our Author a'ludes.
“That houfe, I'hear, makes 100 ton of bar iron every
weelk;: and-expeéts during.the courfe of this year to make
200 ton: a week,and when one houfe can do this the bufi=
nefs Jis- accomiplifhed.: “Thefe gentlemen, I hear, have
their coal fromi2$. 6d. to 4s. per ton, and can now finith
their irom for 11l. per ton; and when Lord Dundonald’s
ftheme of extra&ing pitch and tar, and volatile alkali, and
effenual oil, from- pit.coal, during its operation of coaking,
1s accomplifhed, their fuel probably will come confiderably
ata lower rate; and | the'iron will be made the cheaper.
And thefe works being {ituated on the Severn, or the river
o oy Which runs intothe Severn, they will have the
fupply:of. Ireland by ‘the moft eafy conveyance; and ac-
cordingly:1:hear, from one of the principal houfes in that:
linedqenty ithdtsthey are’now in actual treaty for being fup-
plied fiom' thence” with=that iron—but it is not in iron
only;j:butswith this ‘fuperiority im firing, with the benefit
of iwater ‘earriage, and with ‘the advantage of this river
—omaietyl Whi¢h I hear:satl fullof mills and machinery
already,: ‘they will underfell'the world in‘all the heavy iron
manbfacturdsalfos o, ¢ ‘

i, I come:now, théugh reluctantly,'to thofe parts of the ob-
fervations:® in-which while Ireland is reprefented as + at-
fectirigito encotrage the fpreading of manufactures, ¢ and
<t while doubtsiare faid' to 'be entertained of the expedi-
‘¢ ency of endeavouring onher part to make iron a prin-
< cipal part of the manufacture of her kingdom, and.of
<. vieing withsa' favourite and eftablifhed manufacture of
«¢. Great Britain ;” fheis held outto the jealoufy of Eng-
land || under'the invidious and alarming appellation of 1ts
new rival \fiflers of Ireland, and that (for the purpofc of
giving that rivalthip effect, we muft prefume) fteam en-
gines are now erecting there. 3

Now, would not any man imagine that this was altoge=
ther an enéroachment and a novelty, and could he be per=

. * Obfervations on Ireland, page 235.
+ Ditto, p. 219.
§ Ditto, p, 220.

I ‘ fuaded
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fuaded that the only crime of devoted .Ireland: was, her

continuing to make for her ownufe! Plowfh'arcs?én('i‘.reﬂ-[!-ﬁh bs
ing hooks, nails:and hoops, and 'fuch. articles, “aslrlli*m‘m
probability the was in the habit of makm'g befonc-thé@m{j -
of Englithman was ever heard of in her ifland ;—_—Thm.! >
furnaces of Ireland never were in fo forfaken and deplorable™
a way as they are at. prefent 5 and that no fteamiengine
ever has been applied to the making or manufacturing 1ron.
in Ireland ;—that the great ifon works which were - at:
Mountrath, at Swadlingbar, at Lough Alleny.-at®ood=;
ford and Feakell, thofe in the county of Cork; of: Gal-
way, of Mayo, and many other parts of Ireland, are all'
abandoned, and even the laft lingering.one at Ennifcorthy
has declined ; and that in return allwe'have gained (the ob-
ject of this mightyenvy ) 1s a very few little rolling, pla'tii‘ngw
and {litting milds for working with foreign :iron ‘and: with
foreign coals for domeftic uiés-only% four ¥ think - near-
Dublin=—one at Newry—and one I think near W aterford;:
and that in {pite of what they dog, thedmportatién of iron>
wares from England is daily increafing?~I afkéd the pro=|
pietors of what [ believe to be:the'moft confiderable :of;
thefe to give me fome! comparative view! of thework/he:
did, and his anfwer was, that his confumption/of coalsino
the year was not more. than what Lord Sheffield-ftates-as-
the confumption of one. Englifh’ company in one'day.’ --i's
The Obferver himfelf has properly enéugh ftated the:
« cafe, where he fays, “ that in England the fcarcity-and
« price of wood had rendered it impoffible to enter into!
« competition with foreéigners, or to make ironenough for:
¢ home confumption and manufaures, and * but - within’
« a few years the trade has beén refcued from ruin by. the’

« expedient of ufing coaked pit coal. gy 3 {8g:
"« So, whilesdreland had woods, fhe had alfo many iron
« works, 1+'but when the former were cut' down and de-"
« ftroyed, there was of courfe nearlyan end of the latter ;.
« the improvements in making iron have now encouraged
“ hersto revive them ; and where, my good Lord, is the
“ ¢ffablifbed exclufive manufature in the one, or the new
¢ and culpable rivalthip in the other” . < E3

And where was the neceffity, under thefe heads of iron
and fteel, to heap together every thing that might be
thought to imply a threat; or induce an embarrafiment on

* Obfervations on Ireland, page 212,
t+ Ditto, p. 227, ..~
f

unoffending
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Yroffending, Iieland, every thing that might difcourage or
ilgrace that countr » every thing that might excite in
land a diffidencg of, or an animofity againft her people
“1 do not fee, in an examination of iron and fteel | that
“ it was altogether neceflary to fet out, that if Ireland’
« really means an arrangement in every refpect reciprocal,
o ,#ie mufl expect to give a bounty on the export of BritifH
¢ linens from thence.” But Ireland is not, 1 believe, ter-
rified at this formidable argument ; as an Irithman, I will
exprefs my own opinion on _the fubjet freely : If Britain
d?[@?&j_t éé is intitled to each bounty—when it was firft
%:venby rifain, it was not merely to enable the Northern
ifh abfentees to fpend a’ larger property in her country—
It was that the Irifh linens might make a part in thofe
afforted cargoes in which one article contributes to the fale
of another, and in which the being able to fupply his cuf-
tomer with every thing, in fome degree fecures to the
merchant his monopoly..
. Some few years ago, when Ireland being reftored to her
commercial right, too fondly pérfuaded herfelf that the
exercife of a free trade muft be as extenfive as the name,
The thought it prudent to granta fimilar bountythat her
linens might. make a part of herforeign cargoes “alfo. If
Britain now withes that we ‘thould add her linéns to our
aflortments, 1 do not fee how Ireland can refufe it, and
therefore, if called upon, I will move it myfelf in Parkia-
ment, &N N
But what fhall we fay to that general affertion of out
Author’s, which declares a perpetual warfare between the
two countries ;— 1 That it is impoflible for Britain to
“ be permanently fecured in any regulations that may be
& made, but that when our trade thall be once gone, in
“ confequence ofour arrangements, and fhe finds herfelf
‘¢ difappointed, the recovefy of her trade -will not be ‘then
¥ probable.”” And what indignation may an Irifhman
not exprefsaat the reafon aflighed which thus ftigmatifes
his countfy.” ® It has not been, fays our Author, fand it
“ will notbe the policy of Ireland 6 enforceé a very exact
¢ obfefvance of fuch cautions as may, be adopted. - Bri-
-« tajp_muft fubmit her manufactures, ,IT@I’, trade and com-
* [ﬁ;érg‘lﬁllawﬁ to the fidelity of the Cuftom-houfe oilicers

T £ : } b b2
; tﬂ‘;’rervaticns on Ireland, page 233.
* /"1 Obfervations on I.reland,“page 234,
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& of Ireland in many ref;’)e&s, and in confequence ‘ﬁimﬁ J
« her trade will be gone.” "~ PRI 3

And muft not the trade of Ireland, in like manhelﬁﬁea
committed to the care of Englifh and ‘Scotch reven ‘?a'h'
ficers ; and is not the trade and intercourfe gf bqq-‘l"'gqéb'-,,
tries, at this moment, committed to them without' _;ecew-g,
ing any material injury? I do not pretend to T’a fdﬁle
counterband trade will not be carried oh between two coun-
tries fo contiguous to each other ; bl{t‘_I‘ could never ﬁﬁd
any evidence that fhewed, that this illicit tirade:g carried
on to greater extent in Ireland than in Brifain, or that our
revenues here are lefs attended to. 1 have heard it aﬁ‘grt-i
ed, and I believe truly, that there wis {fmuggling to"a_:s_
great value in the port of London as inall freland ; and I-
am certain, that neither Scotland, nor the Weft of Eng-
land, nor the contiguous coafts of Si._lﬁ'cx, would yle].d to
Ireland in this {pecies of dexte’f'ity'.—The late examination
relative to fmuggling, in- the Britifh Houfe of Commons,
{hews how much we are furpaffed in this bufinefs by our
neighbours.—But it is hoped, when 2 wife and equitablé
arrangement of trade {hall be made’; when the two King-
doms fhall be confidered, i1 thefe refpects; as two counties
only, of the fame dominion, by removing all obftrutions
of additional import duty from the one to the other, and the
confequent temptation to finuggling fhall be thus removed,
it will be in the power of the minifters of each country ex-
ceedingly to fimplify.the mede of colleéting their revenue,
and to transfer much of the duty from import to inland ex-
cife. And when the proper cautions, for carrying fuch a
fyftem into execution fhall be adopted by Ireland upon the
footing of fair faith, for her own benefit, with her own cons
fent, and by the laws of her own Parliament, I fay, it is
too much for any man to aflert, that the wil/ not inforce an
honourable obfervance of them; or that any former policy of
‘that, country can juftify a contrary conclufion.

Among the different trades which it is thus fuppofed that
Britain may lofe and Ireland gain, that to America is pro-
bably confidered as one of the moft extenfive ; but let me
inform the noble Author, that the beft hold Britain has at
Ahis dajr of any part of the trade of America is by means of
Ireland, and that if Ireland fhall have juft caufe to be dif-
gufted, America will be loft for ever ; and that on the other
hand, if thefe iflands fhall ever have any chance of recovera
ing any part of their antient influence in that vaft, but yet

unfettled



n’w LG s e e B
o ‘ s

6
unfettled empire, it muft be thiough the mediim of Tréd
land';"but this, 1 fear, is a flight of policy of téo bold a win
for_i_‘ngdern_ minifters,and,” {?ﬁﬂ_’?& I fhall'be’ filent on th
fubjéct; however, I défire hefe to enter iy caveat avainft
dhie 16¢th Propofition of the Englith Houfe f Commor,
fo'far as it relates 'to’ the ‘article of American’ iron 2
England, ‘to protect her own ‘manufacture, lays a duty of
2l. 16s. on foreign iron.—To favour her Colonies, fhe
ﬁ_rmitg*. the iron of Canada and Nova Scotia to be iffported
duty fre¢.—Ireland lets in iron of Ruffia and “America
equ_alli&r at 10s. 6d.—fhall fhe be obliged under ‘this ‘16th
propofition, to lay 1l. 16s. Englifh additional of the jron of
the American States *, more. than fhe does oft the Ruflizin?
and milft fhe not expeét the moment that unjuft inequality
is eftablithed, to be excluded from the Ports of America
for ever? England you fee will not be ‘drawn to fhew
fuch partiality to ftrangers againft the Americans. |
Biit to return to our articles of iron and“fteel, T confefs
Y'd4 not fee ‘clearly why ‘our Author, under thefe heads,
fhould think' it neceffaty to ftate “1he extravagancies and
“';ufg:ng»:gn affaa{d?@} and z&nﬁtﬂed Slate of Ireland ¥, ot
why he fhould thus make 2 charge wpon a whole nation for
the' enormities of thé riotous, but ftarving manufaGurers
of the capital only, when hes;md before faid, that a confi-
derable proportion of the country differed from them, and
that the Parliament of Ireland; by a great majority, had re-
je&ted their plan. I'do not fee the occafion why, under
this head, merely to injure the credit of Ireland {, he thould
bring back the ‘old” fory ‘of the Abfentee Tax, which the
Irifh Parliament reje@ed (in my opinion unwifely) 4o long
ago I think ds November,. 1772, and of which there has
fince been butlittle mention ;—why he fhould here [for
the fathe Eu;'po]‘éj;_impute to a whole nation § arbitrary and
impatiént difpofitions. | oS b
1t may no doubt, to fome people, feem not very difad-
‘vantageoils to fell their eftates in one country for 16 years
purchafel); when they;could lay out the money in another
at 23 years purchafe 3 but they will allow our weaker un-
derftandings to think this is fome difadvantage—DBut while
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- +* Q.;IfiColony iron may not be imported into Ireland duty free.,
D"ﬁ} §fcrwatfo‘ns on Iyeland, page 238, ,

"1 Obfervations on-Ireland, page 234. \
§ Ditto, page233. ’
|| Ditto, p. 234.
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this rod is hung over us, and while we are thus affured, that,
Englifhmen are not very fond of fending their money to;
Ireland, and that when they recollect, they will be much,
lefs fo; may we hope that we fhall not be upbraided with
this poverty,; nor leGtured with this fort of infulting, unfo-
licited - advice, « That as Ireland .may [oimetimes want,
< smoney, it is not quite fo prudent to take fuch meafuresy’ as
taxing our advifers1. DRI i P G, g

It may naturally now be afked me, if this cafe be exaltly
as I have ftated it; if there is no probability that Ireland
will ever become the fuccefsful rival of England in the
iron trade,—whence 2ll this anxiety upon the fubject, an
wherefore this pamphlet of fo many pal%cs 2 1 will anfwer
direitly : 1 faw an alarming jealoufy rifing between thefe
two kingdoms ; I thought there were fome men in Britain
who confidered Ireland on all occafions, as a capable and
willing opponent, who, unlefs ftrongly coerced, muft in
the end carry away the greater part of her manufactures ;
and that in this country, alfo, there were many whe
thought they could well perceive, that though the legilla~
ture of Britain had lately emancipated our conflitution
and our trade, yet the manufacturing part of the _p'eop]f,ﬁil
feemed to claim the right of reftraining, of taxing, of legif-
lating for us, juft as might fuit their private convenience.
That in the town of Manchefter, which according to
Do&or Percival’s laft account of its population, as I recol-
le&, contains about 35,000 perfons, men, women, and
children, wife and foolifh : there was found, according to
the ftatement of a noble Lord, no lefs than 120,000 literate,
adult, decided ftatefmen, who had taken upon them to de-
termine at once for us, and to inftru& their own Parlia-
ment, upon a queftion in politics fo difficult, fo compli-
cated, fo abftra&t, that it might have engaged the wi{dom
of a Solonor a Plato to decide on; perhaps, the moft ab-
ftrufe that has ever been agitated ; the conftitutional union
of two feparated, free and independent kingdoms,

Weave the warp, and weave the woof,
The winding {heet of Edward’s race.

I felt the powerful, though I am i;erfuadc"d hﬁintendéd
eﬁ':e& of Lord SheF_ﬁ::ld’s publications, (at leaft through
this country) in exciting and confirming this jealoufy, and

1 Obfervations on Ireland, 'page 234 - &
I con-
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I confefs, I trembled when I looked back on fc
pafled away on the other fide of the Atlantic,

Fraternas Aeies, Alternague Bella profanis decertata Odiis.

And I wifhed, while yet it was not too late, that m

poor endeavours might be employed in counteracting thcl{e
greateft of calamities. You, Sir, (from motives of recipro-
cality and affe@ion, I admit) have thought fit to appeal to
me on a part of this fubje®, and have thereby afforded me
an opportunity of delivering fo far my opinions, which I
have with the greater freedom, as they have not been taken
up upon the fpur of the prefent occafion, but which ap-
pear to have been conceived, and uniformly a&ed up to

for more than feyen years, and as fuch, I may hope they
will be confidered impartial. '

- The clofer England and Ire
more eafy, no doubt,

enes juft

land become connefted, the
will be the intercourfe, more of our
nobility ‘and gentry, more of our ingenious and refined ar-
tifts will probably 89 o your country.“In the coarfer
branches, which depend op cheapnefs of living, where lofs
capital and lefs Ingenuity are required, (if from local ad.
vantages fuch works can be better carried on in Ireland)
many of them probably will be eftablithed here. But in a
fhort ‘time, if there be an inereafe of inhabitants and of
trade, thefe will raife the priee of labour and of provifions.
And taxes will, T fear, not be wanting in any part of the
Britifh dominions, fo foon as there fhall be found a capa-
bility of paying them—and ‘thus things ftill will preferve
their natural leve], * = ;

~ In the mean time, I cannot fee how the fuccefs of one
country, on one fide of the narrow channel between thefe
iflands, can Injure another on the other {ide, more than
how the property of Yorkfhire is to be affeSted by that of
Lancathire, or your trade annihilated by the continuance of
the Carron Cowmpany, '

" Our empire, I'fear, has already powerful enemies on the
Continent ; 16t us not weaken ourfelves by internal dj-
vifion, let every part rather be ftrengthened, and all united
in affection j-let us be true to one another, and Britain, [

truft, may yet be confident againft the world in arms 5 and
Sir, is the warmeft wifh of

Your very obedient,
Humble fervant,

LUCIUS OBRIEN,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

SINCE the foregoing LETTER and speEcHES
were printed, Mr. LAFFaN’s pamphlet was
handed to the Publifher with feveral NoTEs,
which throw additional light on all thefe per-
formances. And he was equally induced by
the defire, fuggefted in his firft Advertifement,
of conveying ufeful information to the Public,
to fubjoin Mr. LAFFAN’s Political Arithmetic
to the two former tra&s.

LonDon,

5th January, 1786. -






