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LORDS of the CommrrTeE of Couneir,

APPOINTED FOR THE

CONSIDERATION OF ALL MATTERS

RELATING TO

Trade and Foreign Plantations,

UFOIN 9 B

TWO QUESTION S

Referred to them by His Majestv’s Order in Council,
of the r4th of Fanuary latt, viz,

I. Upon the ProprieTy of reducing the Duties payable in
Great- Britain on the Importation of Goods, the Growth
and Manufaure of Ireland, to the fame Rate as the Dauties

payable in Ireland on the Importation of the like Goods,
the Growth and Manufa@ure of Great-Britain.

1I. What REFERENCES are now given to the Importation of
any Article, the Growth, Produce, or Manufaéture of Ire-
land, by any Duty or Prohibition on the Importation, Ufe,
or Sale of the like Articles from Foreign Parts ; and how

far it'may be the Intereft of Great-Britain in future to
continue or alter the fame,

N S e

N LONDON:
- Prnted by J, ALMON, No. 183, Fleet-Street, 1783,

4 3 M.L.L__.__._.&___“.
&J R AR S N T R






‘ $ .. ‘..‘
. \4,*. :,. ‘,' A )

y-
b
(

¢ R
g SRt . e
At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the

1t Day of March, 1783.

By the Right honourable the Lords of the Committee
of Council, appointed for the Confideration of all
mattrs relating to Trade and Foreign Plantations.

OUR Majefty having been pleafed, by your order
in Council, of the 14th of January laft, to fignify
your Royal Pleafure to this Committee, that they thould
confider and report upon the propriety of reducing the
duties payable in Great Britain on the importation of
goods, the growth and manufa&ture of Ireland, to the
{ame rate as the duties payable in Ireland on the impor-
tavion of the like goods, the growth and manufacture of
Great Britain; and thatthey fhould alfo confider and report
what preferences are now given to the importation of
any article, the growth, produce, or manufadture of
Ireland, by any duty or prohibition on the importation,
ufe or {ale of the like articles from foreign parts; and
how far it may be the intereft of Great Britain in future
to continue or alter the fame.

The Committee have taken this extenfive fubje& un-
der their confideration; 'and they firlt called for the ac-
counts neceffary for their information, that they might
fee in what articles of growth and manufacture the trade
between the two kingdoms was carried on, and to what
amount in each refpeftive article.—Upon examining
the accounts of exports and imports, as ftated by the
proper officers of the cuftoms in each kingdom, they
found the moft material difference, not only in the total
valuations by which the real balance of the trade be-

tween the two countries could alone be afcertained ; but

alfo very great differences in the quantities of the fe-
veral fpecific articles, ftated as imported from Ireland
into Great. Britain. - It is true, that Great Britain and
Ireland make up their annual accounts to different
periods in each year; viz. Great Britain to the sth of
January in each year, and Ireland to the 25th of March;
bue this circumftance is not fufficient, in the judgement
of the Committee, to reconcile the very great difference,
as well in the totals of each year, as in the quantities of
fome of the artieles ftated in the accounrs,—If the com-
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mittee are to rely on the accounts ftated in Ireland, the
balance of trade between Great Britain and Ireland is :
much againft Great Britain :—If, on the contrary, they
are to rely on the accounts of the Britith Cuftom Houfe,
the balance of trade between the two kingdoms is great-
ly againft Ireland;—and yet it is fingular, that in" the
moft capital articles of Irith export, it appears, by the
Britifh accounts, that more has been imported from
Ireland into England, than appears by the Irifh accounts
to have been exported from thence to Great Britain.—
Thus,ir. the period 25thMarch 1782, t025th March 1783,
it 1s ftated by the Irifh accounts, that 114,029Cwt. 2qrs.
14bl. of butter only were exported from thence to Great
Britain; and by the accounts of the Englith Cuftoms it
apappears, that from the sth offJanuary 1782,t0 the sth
of January 1783, 145,612cwt. 71b. were imported from
Ireland into England only. It alfo appears by the En-
glith accounts, that in the fame period, 45,995 barrels
of pork, and 41,044cwt. 241b. of tallow were imported
into England; and by the Lrith accounts 44,408 barrels
of pork, and 31,667cwt. 211b. of tallow only, were
exported from Ireland into Great Britain.

The quantity of linen imported into England in the
above period appears, by the Englifh accounts, to be
near 1,000,000 of yards more than the quantity faid to
be exported from Ireland into Great Britain, between the
25th of March 1782, ‘and 25th of March 1783.—And,
exclufive of the articles above mentioned, many others
are totally omiited in the Irith accounts of exports to
Great Britain, or appear to be much lefs in quantity
than the imports into England; fo that if the Com-
mittee are to rely on the truth of the Englifh accounts,
with refpect to the import of the foregoing articles, the
general balance of the trade between Great Britain and
Ireland, would be much greater againft Great Britain,
than it1s ftated to be in the Irith accounts ; though, as
before mentioned, upon the total of the Britifh account,
the balance appears to be confiderably againft Ireland.—

Itis true, that the Committee have not yet been able to

FI‘OCUI'C complete accounts of the trade between Ire-
and and Scotland ; but it is not probable that any thing

~would appear from thofe accounts, fufficient to reconcile

the great contradictions before mentioned.
It
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- It is further true, that many articles of Import and
. export,in the accounts of England, Scotland, and Ireland,
are all differently rated: Thus in England, linen,fwhich
is by far the capital article imported from Ireland, is rated
at from 7d. to gd. per yard; in Scotland, at from 8d. to
3s. 6d. per yard; and in Ireland, the whole is rated IS.
4d. which makes a difference between the Englith and
Irifh accounts of near 50 per cent, againft Ireland; and
in the Scotch accounts, a difference of near as much in
favour of Ireland. | |

The article of butter, is alfo rated near 30 per cent.
lower in England than in Ireland ; being at 40s. per cwr.
in the latter, and only 27s. 6d. in the former.—Hides
tanned, are rated at 37s. od. in the Irith accounts ; and
untanned at 26s. gd. And in the Englith accounts, the
firft are only rated at from 8s. to 10s. and the laft at
from 6s. to gs.

The article of worfted, or bay yarny is rated in Ireland
at 30s. per ‘ftone, and in England at 7s. 3d. only; and
linen yarn, which is rated by the Irith accounts at 6l. per
cwt. is by thofe in England rated at only from 4l. 4s. to
sl. 125, if a full inveftigation of this part of the fubjeét
was likely to reconcile the {tveral accounts, the time al-
lowed the Committee is not fufficient for that purpofe ;
but this labour would be ufelefs, for it appears, by what
has been before ftated, that the quantities of feveral ca-
pital articles exported from Ireland, and imported into
England, during a period nearly {imilar, are in the two
accounts widely different.

Under thefe difficulties, and for want of fufficient time,
the Committee find themfelves obliged to leave this {ub-
je&.  But that your Majefty may be informed of the ar-
ticles that principally conftitute the trade between the
two kingdomsy they will here infert the Irith account
of there imports and exports, from and to Great Britain
for five years, ending the 25th March 1784 ; by which
your Majefty will fee, not only the articles in which the
comnierce between the two kingdoms confifts, but the
quantities and value, and the duties now payable there-
on, as, ftated by your Majefty’s officers of the Cuftoms
in Ireland. :

An
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An ACCOUNT of the DUTIES payablé oh'
Goods, of the Growth, Produce, or Manufaéture
of IRELAND, IMPORTED from thence into

GREAT-BRITAIN.

DENOMINATION. D U"E. %
£. . d.
Ale — — —| — 12 — the Ton
}Cuﬁoms.

and befides - —| 27 10 — pr Cton value

Excife on Ale imported —| —'17 3 the Barrel of 32 Galls
Apples — — —| — 2 33 % the Bufhel
Arms, prohibited without Li-

CCDCC-

Afhes, viz.
Pot and Pearl Afhes

Weed, Wood, or Sope Afhes

Bacon - Free.

12 ¢ eo. 1IT. \ Bark, when the Price

i ggp:ﬁ‘;‘.} will allow the im-
Cap. 19. portaticn

Beef —_— Free.

Beer

Cuftoms.
and befides

Excite on Beer imported
Bladders
Books, bound
unbound
Books, firft compofed and
rinted here, and re-print-
ed in Ireland, are prohx-
~bited.
Bottles, of Glafs
Brafs Shruff
Bricks

N s
~r

L 11

3%

2 2z theCwt
6 12 the Cwt

1 2 the Cwt

— the T
11 e on‘
1o — pr Ct on Value
174 the Barrel of 32 Galls
— 1% the Dozen

19 3 the Cwt.
8§ g4 the Cwt

6 1 ‘3! the Dozen
13 2% ' the Cwt
7 170 § the Thoufand
Bullion
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DENOMINATION. Wy,
£ei s &
Bullion — — Free.
Bullocks and Cows - Free.
Butter — =~ Free.
Candles, of Tallow —  — 1 12 61%% the Cwt
muft be imported in
Packages qr 224 lb.
Nett.
Candles, of Wax, whiteor yellow | — 1 7 §5 the Pound
. green —| — 1 g3% the Pound
muft be imported in
Packages qt 224 lb.
Nett,
Candlewick -— — | 27 10 = pr Ct on Value
Cotton Yarn is Duty-free.
Cards, viz. Wool Cards — | = 2 2% the Doz. Pair
Chalk — — | 27 10 — pr Ct on Value
Cheefe = hibited
Chocolate }pro g g
Chaifes o —| 97 10 — pr Ct on Value
Chariots — —| 27 10 — Do
Coaches — —1 27 10 — Do
Coals — —| 27 10 — Do
and befides — —]| = 5 6 theTon
and more, if imported in
London — —| — 3 3312 the Ton
Copper, in Plates orBricks: —| — 10 3§ ;‘5 the Cwt
Copper Ore — —| — — 8L theCwt
Cordage — —] — 8 5 the Cwt
Corn, viz.
when the Price will allow
the Importation
Barley — — | — — 2.4 the Quarter
Bcre, or Bngg - =] —— 133 Do
Beans —_ —— 3.% Do
Oats — — ] —— 2 1&6‘ Do
Peafe — —_— —— 3% Do
& - PR R s Sy D
Wheat Flour, == | e — 2.4 the Cwt

Drapery,
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Gold and Silver Thread pro-|

Cloth e et
Stuffs of all Sorts, made of,
or mixed with Wool —
Dying Stuffs, viz. _
Allum —_ 395
Copperas — Free
Orchal —_ Free

Earthen Ware —_ —_—
Fans, of Paper - —
Feathers for Beads —_— ke
Fifh, viz.

Frefh —_— Free
Flannel — —-

Flax, undreft — . Free

Fuftians, if not particularly rated

Glafs Ware — _— -
and befidcs, for every pound

Weight — —
Glue = —— ——
Gloves, prohibited
Grocery

Refined Sugar o, « — .=
19 Geo. 111 But Goods, of the
Cap. 48. } Growth or Produc-
tion of Afia, Afri-
ca, or America, 1n
any degree manu-
factured, are. pro-
hibited, unlefs ma-
. nufaéured in, and
imported from, the
lace of their

growth or Produce.}

Habérdafhery, viz.
Gold and Silver

Lace prohibited
Laces =
Needles s v
Pins vt sl
Thimbles P ild

DENOMINATION. D. Y. TV
Ls i# .k
* Drapery,
All Manner of ‘Woollen

1 17 435 the Yard
— ¢ 6 the Yard

— 7 I35 theCrt

41 16 — per Ct on Value

— 1 532 the Dozen
6 435 the Cwe

-

4 — 633 the Xard

27 10 — per.Cton Value

46 15 — per Ct on Value

1 ¢ 32 the Pound
4 413 the Cwt

4 18 735 the Cwt

— 13 2% the Dozo Thou-
-_— 1] — Do [fand
-_— 13 2 z§6 Do




d
—_—— e ———— e ——t
! | f . — — v e Jc - L f
Hats, of Beaver Wool, or Hair. |- 2. 6 2->-each ?
Hides, raw and. mdtcft N SS.
except Horfe, Marc, Free
or Gelding ) [ } Y40 Ui
Hogs —_ Frec > : % Svor's
Hogs Lard i~ . Free o(Y 3
HOPS -t o1 > 5»;;8‘ 9 :%ﬂ - 2
Horns, of Ox or Cow - ool I 10 .the oo A107

Horn Tips ——
Iron, unwrought g

110 g rbath) Ton ‘
]ron Wares manufa&ured no

l\ ).—.,

particularly rated Sl S B 8 the(Gm'L'
Ivory, wrought, prohibited £1.\ gvods 10
' ] I 4 3
Kelp —_— — 16 6 the Ton
Lace, vizD) -3 ’_, 52 “9vol)
Gold and Silyer, probab-l-te —-
Thread-bone La — t7 $a%. tltc Bozoth 8
Lead, viz. - : rididorq
Pigs —_— g 27 10 — pr Cent on Value
Red —_— — 3..8the Cwt i -,
Sheet —— — _'37'_ 10 —= pr Cent'on Value
Whitest sla ¢ % —_— 4 438 the@we |
Ore - — — I7 .? Jo ,the Tm
Shot' & e " m—— |27 10 = pr-Cent.om Value
Linen, *w0 l - B Tl odiods ; at02
Irith Linen, plain, |55 —
with Ceml;icate }Free X y120qmi
Linfeed —_— Free| . 2d! a2t

Mnllenery, of Silk, proh:blted :

. } 3 i 940
Mill Stones _ 2 4 - eiéh

Oakvall .co(MSeadl -« . ——ind et 2 2% the th
Oilyviz. 70 % ot
Linfeed Qil -t 24 4 + per Ton
Train Oil, imported | .
in Ships belonging : L uwito!
\:ﬂée Britain op Fr :
“+lreland, -and taken ( £T¢€ e
by the Crews of) - - )
fuch Ships, ‘ )
s — po——

27 :; ~ per Cwt on Value
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Painteré Colours .
Paﬁe Boards e PO
and befides —_—
Piftures, above 4 Feet Square
above 2, and under 4

Feet Do
under 2 Feet Square
Perk e Free
Rabbits Fur
Rape Cakes, or Cakes pI 1
made of ﬁa e Sced} Free

Rape Seed, when the Price is at

15 Geo. I11. | or above £.12 10 the
Ch. 34. Laft
Seed, viz. Y
Clover Seed _
Garden Seed o——
8ilk Manufa&ures, and Ribbands.}-
prohibited
Skins, vizt, 1o}
Calf, undreft Free
Goat Skins, Dit. Dit.
Kid Skins, Dit- .
Lamb Sking, Dit.
Rabbit Skins; Dit:  deeee
Sope, Hard ——- ——
Soft — _—

muit be imported in Pack-
ages of 224 lbs. Nett.

————

Starch
muft be imported in Pack-
ages of 224 lbs, Nett.
Stockings, viz.
Cotton
and befides
Silk, 20" 199
Silk and Worfted
Silk and Cotton
Thread
Woollen
Werlted

e

} prohibit,

ey $ 20909090
PP —

1 13 the Pound
— 2 11,% the Thoufand
— 9 10;3 the€Cwr-

311 6 each .
. =g - 7 8 Dito
—1— 3 10 Ditd

| — == 1!3 the Pound

- 1 1,% thelLaft
- 2 9 the Cwt
—-—- 1:3% the Pound
»
— 19 3 thezoco
-_— 2 the 120
— 3 o the Doz,
2 4 =—  the Cwt
1 1770 438  Dit
$ 5. 38 AN
— g %18 the Doz. Pair
16 10 — p* Cent on Value

— 9 713 the Doz, Pair
27 10 — pt Cent. on Value
37 10 = bit,




DENOMINATION, il Sx L X
£¢ 2 d.
Stuffs. See Drapery
Syder, —- Cuftoms | 6 3 2.3 the Ton
Excife| 17 17 6 Dit,
Tallow — Free
Tongues — Do |
oys bl ~—— 1 33 — — pr Cention Valye
Twine — =] == II — thée Cwt
Tiles, viz, Pantiles —— | 2 12 g the Thoufand
Velvet, prohibited if Silk _
Vinegar —— = | 32 18 1018 the Ton
Walnuts —— e | 27 Bu.§ 46 the Barrel
Small Nuts -~ 2 2.% the Barrel
Whalebone, cut, prohibited
Wood, vizt
Catks, empty = | == 8 3 the Ton
Hoops for Coopers ———| = § 10 % the Thoufand
Oak Plank —— | — 16 6 the Load, q 5o Feet
Oak Timber — 8 3 theLoad, qt 50 Feet
Wooden Ware, not parti- :

cularly rated ——
Wool e e Free

Woollen Cloths, See Drapery
Yarn, vizt |
Cortton Yarn
Linen Yarn Free
Worfted Yarn '

Cuftom Houfe,
28 Febry 178 §e

10 = per Ct on Valye,

R. FREWIN
Exam".
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They will next infert an account of the duties pag-
abl’&“f’zﬁf;geﬂd'%'thtgvmh-nrmanu&&m reland;”
imported from thence ipto Gieat Britain, (See. 54* .

And that “your l\f[aje;;‘:y may B&ve'zf)ihégiieggé t
ceneral trade-of Ireland,they will-add a oeneral account
of the value of the imports and exports of that kingdom,
from and to all countries; as.taken from the accounts
ftated by,:r:l:le,pﬁieers of the cuftoms in Ireland, for a;
period of njne years; ;angd t’?ﬁ;halance for and againft
them with Great Britain, theg Britith colonies and plan-
tations, and foreign countriés, ‘as it_can De collected .
from thefe accounts. (See Table, page 13.)°.

The Comanitiee -next praceeded ro-enquire into the’
trade between' the 9wéik4n%j'orrrs, in many of the ca-
pital articles before ftated : And to.enable: them to form
a judgmentshow far it might!be proper to admit the im-

ortation of fuch articies frot Ireland into Great Britain,
{ubjet fo'the fame dufiesas;arenow payable in Ireland
upon itﬂp’ldf‘i’a't'ibn- of tHe ]]Iie’a"ffi'c]ps from Great Britain;,
they have been attended by many eminént merchants;
and manufgtaters corcerned in-thofe refpectve branches
of tradésodBd as in a_bufmefsof fo fuch importance to
he intéteft*0f Grear Britain, the information, received
from ‘gehflemen of their expesience .and. knowledge,
ought o be ftated with tne wemoft accuracy, the Com-
mittee have thought jr right to 'lay the whole of their
evidence before your Majeity, notwithftanding the length
of it—Long as itis, they wéuld have withed to have en-
rered into a like inveftigatioh of other arsicles, in which
the commerce between the two kingdoms i carrred on,
if there had been time fufficient; they truft, however,
that the articles they have feletted are the moft impor-
tant, and the moft deferving your Majefty’s confidera-
tion X

Before they ftate the evidence given by the Merchants
and Manufaétireéts; théy think it proper to ebferve.

Fisftg*That they humbly conceive, that fuch goods as
are prohibited by the laws of Great Britain to be exported
from this kingdom into Ireland, do not come within the
terms of your Majefty’s order, and cannot thcrEfore be

confidered as any object of the prefent enquiry.
| Si&ondly,
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all Goods, exported from IRELAND to GREAT BRITAIN, the BRITISH
nd the Reft of the W O R L D: Diftinguifhing the Amount in Value of the Growth,
Ifo, the Amount in Value of the ImporTs from each: For Nine Years, ending 25th
m the Accounts ftated by the Officers of the Cuftoms in fre/and; and being in [ri/b Money.

An ACCOUNT of the Amount in Valud
COLONIES and PLANTATIO!
‘Produce, and Manufa&ure of TRELAN

" March 1782, diftinguifhing each year: Takef

Value of thef B X PO R T § ™ Value of the EXPORTS from
- Britith C.lonies and &
Years. To Great Britain. Colonies and Plantations. Reft of the World. Great Britain. Plantacions.  |Reft of theWorld
1774 Irith Produce 2.113‘,84_9 18 3% 7 19 s 444075 IO 2 l
Foreign Goods 3.835 L3 o B 10-682 4 5 .
2117695 11 83 300002+ BlEd 4544757 T4 7ajtevirerz4 13 731147+383 126 1599-473 18 §
19L5I. P, — 2.376%517 13 21 9 75 492-054 13, 13" |
F.G. — 434006 =1 B ot e - 4+418 10 4! b e J :
2:379-858 9 8} 266-710 7 9} 498-4691,3 18atr-799- 595 18 gHEBcears 12 231683695 18 50
1776.|L.P. — 2-.547-460 13 104 §i9 438-097 7.7 |
F, G — 3+750 17 3§ ‘ 3 g-04008 — | ’ _
- 205510210 1T 33 264-7¢8 16 6! 444738 5 73l1-875.525 12 83167-340 12 10}611:691 16 107
Qe il Py 2es470132 15 —3 G8 17410 268260943 5 ’
F.G. — berbailin g s765 10 3§ ! §70% 16104 i A : ]
2:552+296 18 43 33132708 33 264-{458 — 3i|2-233.192 ¥ 09}|130-621 14 103f760-114 15 §%
2778. 1. P. — 2:718.145 18 13 : 8 101 230-258 18 11 ‘
F.G. — 5-653 12 5, L ‘ 4+280 8 8! :
2+718-145 18 13- -[391:016 1 ggil—=—— 2434639 7 7%l2.096.460 16 2}/ B1:-699 17 ¢ [678-641 18 11%
3799, [I. P. — 2.252.9%6 12 8] 3 6% B 4 224+24% — 10,
; F.G. — 3:6%2 7 8} %8 o N 5-185 14 O ‘ \ N
; 2+256:659 == 3 24102219, 2}{——— {229-432 15 8311.644-770 17 53| 71-035 15 10 [480-128 8 43
1780.|I.P. — 2:381-234 18 33 ¢ . 320-614 8 4} ‘
N e B Y 2:414 6 73
2+384-898 16 73 304-250 g 17| —— 323-p28 15 — [1.576-636 13 53 35-142 — 1;‘§15-801 16 —
3781 |I. P. — 2.180-215 7 113 5 Y 358.136 18 -1} J _ ]
! F.G. — 7-1g1 "7 —lan 3107 a0 |
20187405 15 —, Mo 361304 — 9ila+432-417 13 10| 43-276 5 81647337 10 13
1582.\I. P. — z.699+825 13 8] 331.587 14 6
F.G. — 9+941 4 63 A 10-693 17 43 :
= |2+%09+766 18 48.550 — 74— e 342+281 11 103[2-3¢7-946 10 8% 67.-130 9 14569-188 17 10
Balance of Trade in Favour of Irelafi Balance of Trade againft Ireland, and in Favour of
Britith Colonies a 4 : Britifh Colonies and
Years. | Great Britain. Plantations. . Beft of the World. Great Britain. Plantations. Reft of the World.
1774 (1 406-c 20! 18 1 112.638 8 oF 2 e g L = & 144-716 3 ok
1775 640-314 11 3% 81424 15 7 — — 4 — — 3 87.186 14 11%
1776. 675-685 18 7 97-458 93, 3R — — - — el - 166-853 11 2%
1777 319-104 10 75 100755 84 s b 4 ¥ 5 S o 495656 15 2z
3778 641-685 1 11% 219-316 4 N i A 5 e e 435-002 11 33
31779+ 611.888 2 113 169-987 1 i gt - o E f o B 2504695 12 8
1780 | 808.265 3 2 269-10;3 2 = - 4 B b, o 214.338 15 11
1781, ¢ T Tt 3 (394:040 5§ 7 e = 2c¢c.010 18 g3 — — 207:884 17 —3%.
1782, L 3s1.820 7 6%, \_ﬁldl a8ty 11 A8 e _"_-_‘_w__‘w_“»_q:jimﬁw -7193 | = DRRS L ki B R

1



o 3 o unﬁﬁ ,
A5 TP ,«.vu gm’w .

-

o

« B a

" ;g;niirh-ﬂ',
A Athad

‘M--‘-

atpoia b i
.gmm:wsi




W at JUL LgY PEgeEr WWwS Tw
——— . s ok e i

, "tu)
* Secondly, ‘That it is intended, that fuch goods as are)
fubjeét to any duties of excife, or other internal duty, by
the laws of Great Britain, fhall be made fubjeét, on their
importation from Ireland into Great Brirain, to a duty
equal to fuch excife or internal duy, in addition *to

the duties payable in Ireland on the importation of the
like goods there.

The evidence of the merchants and manufaGurers
upon the feveral branches of commmerce, diftinguithing

each particular ‘head ; and the perfons whom the Com-
mittee have examined, is as follows, wiz.

WOOLLENS

 Robert Patridge, Efquire, Mayor

5

. of Norwich, Deputed by the Ma-
Mr. Feremiab Ives, of St. Cle- nufaturers of the
ments, And \ City of Norwich ;
Mr. Zb0’ Kett, Merchants,
Examined. -

+ Q. In your Manufa&tures it Norwich, do you make
ufe of Irith yarn ?

A. We do—of Irith worfted yarn—we ufe about
3500 packs in value about /£.87,500 annually.

Q. What proportion does the Irith yarn, ufed in your
Manufaéture, bear to'the Englifh ¢

A. Nearly one-fifth, that is to fay, fout parts in five
are Englifh, and one Irifh.

Q. Are you able to purchafe this yarn brought to
Norwich cheaper than any of the like fort fpun in Eng-
land ?""

Av We' canpurchafe it in general at about fix per
cent. cheapg}';‘ﬁ;cluding freight, carriage, and all ex-
pences; {ometimes (according to circuftances) it is
at equal prices, | ‘

Canyouy ftate to the Committee what the freight,
and “other charges you mention, amount to ?

A, “The freight and port duties we fuppofe to be
about 7s. 64, per pack—the Lord Lieutenant’s licence
four fhillings and nine pence, being in the whole-

pik i twelve
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ewelve fhillings and three pence per pack, or about
two and an half per cent. This 1s exclufive of com-
miffion and Infurance paid by the feller, which may a-
mount to about four per cent. More. B

 To what caufe do you impute that the Irifh are
able to fpin this yarn cheaper than the like fort-is made
in England? ]

A. We impute it to the difference oflabour in
fpinning, which is as three to two ? ¥

Q. What proportion does the labour bear in Eng-
tand and in Ireland to the raw material, in working
up any given quantity of worfted yarn ?

A. The labour in working up a given quantity of
wool into worfted ftuffs is about £. 85 per cent with us;
of the remaining £. 15 per cent. £. 10 only is raw ma-
terial, and £. 5 articles bought, viz. foap, coals, dying
fruff, &c.—The Irith labour can by no means bear an
equal proportion, the raw material or woal, being much
dearer.

Q. Do you apprehend, that in working this yarn up
into their own ftuffs, their labour isin the fame pro-
portion as in fpinning their yarn?

A. We apprehend it is by no means in the fame pro-
portion; if we can trult their own Report, the ex-
pence of combing is equal, and we infer from thence,
that the other branches of labour are equal too.

Q. What difference of price is there in general be-
tween Englifh and Irith wool?

A. Irith wool 1s 101d. per 1b. as {tated in their own
Report— Englith 64. per Ib,

What difference is there in the gquality ?

A. The Englith wool ufed in the Norwich manufac-
rures, to the fame purpofc for which Irith is ufed, is
brighter, ftronger, and longer in the ftaple—this re-
fers to our more ordinary manufatures only, as the
Irith wool is not fit for the finer and more valuable
branches of them.

O. Have you found, fince the Irifh ports have
peen opened for the exportation of their woollen and
worfted manufactures, that they have rivalled you n.
the foreign markets ¢ | i
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A. Not to our knlowlcdgc, except in Portugal, 4nd
there not to any confiderable degree that we know
of, ‘

Q. Have you any realon to apprehend that Ireland
will be ever able to rival England in the baize trade 2

A. Not being manufa®urers of baize; we €annot
give a precife opinion on that point, but we conceive
not ; part of the marerial being much dearer there than
here, and the material conftituting a great part of the
value, g

Q. Is any’ quantity of Norwich manufa@iures ex-
ported at prefent to Ireland?

A. We believe not to any, confiderable amount, and
that chiefly through the 1.ondon market.

If the trade berween England and Ireland, for
the woollen and worfted manufadtiires when compleat-
ed, was to be opened on an equal footing, that is to
fay, that'the like woollen and worlted: goods imported
from Ireland fhall pay the fame duties which the Bri
tith woollen and worfted goods pay on the importation
there, is there any reafon ro apprehend the fale of our
manufattures will be diminifhe at home ?

A. The Norwich manufatures being chiefly for
exportation to foreign countries, we do not deem - our-
felves proper judges of this queftion in all its extent;
but ‘we fuppofe the Irith would not be able to rival
us in the home market, if care were taken that no
bounties were granted in Ireland to counteract the
Duties that may be impofed in England; we appre-
hend they could come neareft to us in fome light kind
of worfted ftuffs, or tuffs mixed with filk

Mr. Ewerett, of the City of London,

Q. What is your profeflions ?
A. Iam a fator, or warehoufeman, principally con-

cerned.in the export of woollens to Ireland, and foreign
countries.

Q. Has
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Q.- Has the export of. woollens to Ireland increaf- -

ed of late, or diminifhed ? .

A. Decreafed; in fine cloths éon‘ﬁdefably, o“'wa;’:fg.

to their non<importation agreement; before that agree-
ment, 1 exported thither to the amount of £.30,000
per annum;. fince that, not to the amount of £,090 2
ears - o

; Q. If the non-importation agreement, iiés_t._o ceafe,
do. you apprehend the trade would revive, to the fame
extent as before? e e e o
~A.. I have no doubt of it from my, c nicfpondcnts,
who have given me confiderable con itional . com-
mifions. - “iiipho Y @ 4 .
~In what manner .do,-you fuppole they have fup-
plied themfelves fince the {aid agreement? . 1

A.  From their old ftock of Enghih cloth, and their
own manufaéture. W :

Do you. apprehend they haye large manufactories
of fine cloths ?” K hicatend

A. . At this time theyhave not; 1 always underftood
their principal manufactures to. be, in .coarfe cloths;
they have however lately, imported fome, Spanifh wool.

Q. Are fine cloths wholly made of Spanifh wool 2

A. Superfine cloths ought all to be made of Spanifb
woll, and I believe forferly they were; but the price
has been fo high of late, that 1 apprehend the manufac-
curer is under acnccefity of mixing it with Englith
wool. g1

Q. Have the Irith any quantity of wool fit to mix up
with Spanith.wool, for the purpofe of making fuperfine
cloths? _ | .

A. Asto the quantity, I cannot fpeak ; but they muft
have fome, becaufe they make cloths as high as 12s. per
yard; and the wool employed in thofe cloths muft be
fit to mix with Spanifh wool.

Q. To what caufe do you impute the former impor-
ration of fo great quantities of Englith fine cloths into
Ireland ? - 2

A. Becaufe they have it not in their power to manu-
fafture fufficient quantities for their own confumption ;

by
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by not having it in their power, I mean, that they have
not at prefent manufaurers enough.

Q. Do you apprehend they have wool enough?

A. They can certainly import Span'th wool as well as
we.can; but I'apprehend that their own wool is neither
fufficient in quantity, nor good enough in quality, to
injure the woollen manufaéure of this country,

O. Do you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity, and
tafte of the manufatturérs of this country; are always
likely to give'them a decided fuperiority over'thofe of
Ireland ? '

A. I have no doubt “in the world they ‘would have
fuch'a fuperiority ; it is of the utmoft confequence to
this country, to prevent the exportation of Englith
wooi or fheep—this being done, I fhould ot have the
leaft apprehenfion of any ‘competition; even if they were
at liberty to fend their woollen manufacures here.

O. If the Irith were permitted to umport their coarfe
cloths into this country, do you apprehend they would
be able to interfere with the like’manufactures of Great
Britain ? -

A. T apprehend not, provided our coarfe cloths are

allowed to be ‘exported to Treland on the fame terms—
I mean, on the fame duties. -

Mr. William Smithfon, -
Mr. Yeremiab Dixt, } Merchants of Leeds.

Mr. Charles Clapham, Merchant and]
Manufa&urer, I
Mr. Andrew Hollingworth, Mixed
Broad Cloth Manufa&urer }
Mark Thomas, Broad White Clo-
“their, '- |
Mr. Faines Buckley, Manufa&urer of }
Broad and Narrow Cloth, J

From
Saddleworth.,

Q. What is the nature of the manufaGures princi-
pally carried on within the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire ?

A. In the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire, and parts of
Lancathire, Chefhire, and Derbythire, woollen cloths
and worfted ftuffs; the woollen cloths, diftinguifhed into

C broad



*i. L L

| (29 ))
- troad and narrow, under  which head are included
blankets and rugs—ftuffs of various {orts—callimancoes
—fhalloons—tammies and durants—figured everlaftings
—plain ditto—drawboys—ferge de fattins, &c.

Q. Are great quantities of thefe goods ‘exported to
Ireland? ..

A. There are great quantities, fubje& to.an Irifh
duty of about 64. per yard; and ftuffs, {ubject to a duty
of about 2d. per yard, or five fhillings per piece.

- Has the export of thefe goods to Ireland increal-
ed of late, or dimin‘fhed ? | ) _

A. Rather diminifhed of late, but not<confiderably.

Q. To what caufe do you impute this diminution ?

A. We impute it to the troubles that have fubfifted
lately in that country, particularly at Dublin;—at Cork,
and 1n the northen parts, thetrade has been more open.

Q. Do you apprehend the Irith have manufactured
of late greater quantities of thefe goods than formerly ?

A. We cannot anfwer ex ély; but we have becn
informed, that their manufactures have increafed of late,
in fhalloons and durants. We have never heard that
their manufactures ineloth have increafed.

Q. Have the exports of your manufafures from

~Great Britain to foreign countries increaled of late, or
diminifhed ? i

A. We cannot fpeak with certainty ; but we are all
of opinion th:t'they have increafed.

O. Have you any reafon to fuppofe, that the Irith
manufacures of the like forts have interfered with yours
in the foreign markets ¢ |

A. We believe not in the fine goods. We under-
ftand they have fent fome of their coarfe ftuffs to Ame-
rica; but we have not perceived that our trade has on
that account diminifhed.

O. Can you furnifh the committe with any general
ftate of your trade?

By way of anfwer, the gentlemen delivered in the
annexed paper, intituled, eftimates of the York-
fhire woollen manufa&ures, including the Roch-

dale Bays, 1772; and an account of broad and
‘ narrow
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¢ : AccouNt No. Y= Puarticular Eftimate of the Yorkfbire Woollen Manufaltures, including the Rochdale
‘ Bays, 1772.

The diftri& bounded on the north by Settle, on the fouth by Saddleworth, diftant from each other 40 miles ; bounded on the eaft by Leeds, and on the
weft by Haflingden, in Lancafhire, diftant from each other 35 miles. The fpace of ground occupied by manufatturers, equal to a fquare of 30 miles

about one half of which are moors and wafte grounds. ,
P 5 ANONU A*E= A M OU N T;
Pieces. Sl 5. 4. £ S0 il
From clothing; or thort Wool — PBroad cloths, mixed and white, 112,370 or 3,232,913 § yards, at gs. per yd ‘= 08,228 6 3
> Do. made or milled in Lancafhire, prefumed of value 505000 — —
: : ¢ g 858,228 6 -3
E’- : Narrow Cloths — 9,539 picces, or 2,377,517% yards, atigs.3d. per. yd. - 505222 9 4%
e Bays, and other Rochdale woollens, 124,000 pieces, at 50s. — 310,000 = —
Dedu@, and carry to the manufaéture of combed wool, for worfted yarn, :
the warp of broad bays e 3 —_— — 30,000 == =——
Y ‘ —— 280,000 ~— —
Kerfeys, 40,000 pieces, at 21, —_— —_— e 80,000 — —
X Half thicks 2 5,000 pieces, at 255. — —_ — 31,250 =— —
: 2 - e e e " X]’zso — —
Blankets 20,000 pieces, ftriped and plain, at 3l 105, —— —_— 0,000, —~ =
o Hofe —_— —_— —_— 20,000 — —
Coln-ferges and plains, Penniftone kerfeys, hats, horfe fheets, and coverlets 255000 == =
B e e e 45,000 — —
k X For cowbing, or Long wool == In this branch are employed —— 3,900 Combers. S A7
- E : ___FEERa S Whofe labour, individually, produces weekly (allowi i SRS 3,365,790 35— 7%
R—— ficknefs, and other neceffary avocations) %6 1Ibs. of wool, s
y 140,400
3 Allow 2 weeks for holydays, per ann. and then multiply by 50
7,020,600 Ibs. of wool.
The average value of 11b, of combed wool manufaétured 4 Shillings.
: 28,080,000 Shillings, or 1,404,000 — —
N. B, Befides this, are wrought up quantities of Irifh, and other worfted yarn, : Total amount /. 3,273,700 15 7%
made in diftant parts of England.
* 3 T
g THE EXPORT AND HOME CONSUMPTION. :

 Home Confamption.

Of long wool manuiactures— ¥ 1,123,200 8 1,404,000 ~— —

2,371,941 12 10 901,759 2 9% 3,273,700 15 7%

=~

B THE MATERIALS AND LABOUR,

Materials. Labour.

£ k) Lo W% &
623,233 11 103 1,246,467 3 9 1,869,700 1¢ 7L
1344000~ -~ 1,170,000 = = 1,404,000 — —

8%7,2%% 11103 2,416,467 3 9 3,273,700 15 7%

In the fhort-wool manufaltures = = = = = = =
In the long-wool manufaltures = - - = = =

olme~
oluwiw

*
SECOND ACCOUNT.
. S Broap CLor_Hs, ending 25th March, 1784,

" No. 138,023 Pieces, containing 4,094,335 yards, at gs, peryard - [, 1,023,583 15 - g
%;%\iNb. 315,500 Picces, containing 3,350,048 yards, at 4s, 3d. per yds 713,287 Sem e
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narrow cloths made from the 25th of March 178y
to 25.h March 1784 ; and then proceeded as fol-* A
lows : |

We beg leave to obferve, that the fecond account,
ending 25th March 1784, contains a lefs quantity of
cloth than was manufactured; becaufe, from the fcverity
of the winter, we were not able to mill it all, and con-
fequently it will come into this year’s account. “The
comparifon is only between broad and narrow cloths;
but we are of opinion, from the beft information we
have been able to obtain, that the manufacture of the
other articles mentioned in the firft account has much
increafed.

Q_ Do you make ufe of Irith wool'or Irith worfted
yarn in your manufa@ures ?

A. We make ufe of a good ‘deal of Irith worfted
yarn in our ftuffs,

Q. Do you confider Irith worfted yarn as a neceffary
material in your ftuffs?

A.  Itis neceffary, becaufe we cannot get enough of
our own, and it is cheaper. We fhould perfer our own
1f we could get enough of it;

Q. To what caufe do you impute that the Irifh do
not work up their own worlted yarn ?

A. One reafon may be, thac they are not fo well
fkilled in manufa&uring their wool; another reafon, as
we prefume, is, that they have found a better market
for their wool, by fending it to France. We con-
jecure this, becaufe Irith wool is fold at double the
price in t'me of peace that it bore during the war with
France,

Q. 1Is the quality of Irith wool as good in general as
Englith? .

A. No;if we may judge by the Irith worfted yarn
impaorted inte this country, and ufed in our manufac-
tures; for it will not bind into fo ftrong a Thread
for the ¢ha'n Or warp, and cannot, confequently, fo
well bedr'the friion of the loom,

Q. 'Is not Irith wool of the like quality generally
dearerthan the Englith ?

B W T W Ty

A. We
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A. - We believe in general its. _ 3
Q. Do you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity, and

tafte of the Irith manufatturer, is equal to ours? . -

A. Clearly not, either in cloths or worfted fruffs
Gimilar to thofe manufadtured in Yorkfhire ; in whatare
called poplins, and other manufa&ures mixed.with filk,
they are arrived at great perfection.

Q. If the Irith were allowed to import-inte Great
Britain their woollen cloths, or worfted {tuffs, fubject to
the fame duties at which Britith clothsy;wand ftuffs, of
the like forts, are now imported into Ireland, would
you have any reafon to apprehend_a competition in the
market of Great Britain ¢

A. At prefent, we fhould not fear a competition.
We cannot fpeak to futurity ; but we hope the Englith
manufacturer will have too much diberality of {fentiment,
to wifh to deprive the Irith of any fair and equal advan-
tage in working up their own materials, arifing from
their fkili and induftry ; but we truft the exclufive pri-
vilege of manufaéturing of their own wool, will always
be referved to ourlelves.

Mr. Samuel Waterbeufe, Merchants and Ma-
Mr. Fobn Leefe, nufactures of Ha-
Mr. William Smith, lifax,

On the fame Head.

~ What is_the nature of the manufaétures carried
on at Halifax, and in the country round 1t ?

A. Worlted ftuffs and woollen cloths, broad and nar-
row, from three Shillings to ninc thillings and ten fhil-
lings pex yard.——Blankets and carpeting, cllieﬂy coarfe,
but «jome. fine—callimancoes, fhalloons, tammies, and
durants; and our manufactures differ from thofe of
L-eds in this, that the principal manufactures carried on
ar Hallifax and irs neighbourhood, are worfted ftuffs.

Are great qUantities of thefe goods exported to

Ireland ?
A. Great
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A. Great quantities of broad and narrow cloths, and”

fome few ftuffs, through the ports of Liverpool and
Chefter. ‘The broad and narromy cloths are principally
rated as old drapery ; if they are what we caj] prefled
goods, they are generally rated as old drapery; if nog
preffed, as new.

Q. Has the export of thefe goods to Ireland increaf.
ed of late or diminifhed ?

A. It has diminithed, and of late conﬁdcrably.

Q. To what caufe do you impute this diminution ?

A. To the troubles that have lately exifted there,
particularly at Dublin. In the north, and at Cork, the
trade has been more open.

Q. Do you apprehend the Irith have of late manu-
faiured greater quantities of thofe goods than formerly ?

A.  We cannot fpeak with certainty ; but we don'’t
know that they have.

Q. Can you fay in what manner the Irith were fup-
plied with thofe goods during their non-importation
agreement ?

A. They were confiderably overftocked, and con-
fumed what they had upon their hands.

Q. Have the Exports of your manufa&ures to fo-
reign couutries increaled of late, or diminifhed ?

A. Confiderably increafed.

Q. Have you any reafon to fuppofe that the Irifh

manufactures of the like f{orts have interefered with yours
at the foreign markets ?

A. Wedo not feel the effe@s of it.

Q. Can yvou furnifh this commiitee with a general
ftate of vour trade ? ‘

A. We have not a regifter of ftuffs, which is our
principal manufadture; but we are of opinion, that all
our manufactures have increafed of late very confiderably;
and particularly ftuffs,

Q. Do you make ufe of Irith wool or Irith worfted
yarn in‘your manufaétures ?

A. "We make ufe of a great deal of Irith worfted
yarn in our ftuffs,

A . “'re

b 3ob-fandd
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Q. Do you confider Irifh worlted yarn a\s a necels

fary material in your ftuffs? &

A. We don’t think it abfolutely neceflary, fo far as
relates to the quality of our manufaltures; but we could
not carry them on to theirprefent extent without it—we
thould prefer our own worfted yarn, if we could get
enough of it -

AR what caufes do you impute, that the Irith do
not work up their own worfted yarn? - |

A. They have not yet made the fame. progrefs in
their manufa@ures—we obferve too, that Irith wool i1s
much dearer in time of peace, than”in time of war
with France; from whence we conjecture, that great
quantities are exported to that country.

Q. Is there the like difference in time of peace as

in ume of war with France, in‘the'price of wool in Eng-
Jand ? %
A. Itis dire@ly the reverfe;wool is generally dearer
here in time of war than in the time of peace. This
was not the cafe in the Jaft qwar, as it extended to
America and Spain, the perts’ of both which countries
were in fome meafure fhut up: the obfervation holds
eood more particulaslys with regard to a ‘war with
France.

Q. Is the qualiry of Irith wool as good in general
as that of this country.?

A. As far as we know, it is not fo good; but we
cannot fpeak to thatpoint with precifion, not being ac-
quainted with all the different forts of wool they grow
in. Ireland. :

Q. Is not wool of the like forts in Ireland generally
dearer than in England?

A. As far as we are informed it is generally dearer.

. Do you apprehend that the {kill, Ingenuity, and
cafte of the Irifh manufaturer, is equal to ours?

A. No, not at prefent, {0 far as relates to the manu-
faétures of worfted ftuffs and woollen goods—In poplins,
and ftu¥s mixed with filk they are arrived to a great

degree of perfection. :
" If the Irifh were allowed to import into Great

Britain the woollen cloths and worfted ftuffs, fubjett }t]o
' the
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the fame duties at which Bricifh cloths and ftuffs of

the like forts are now imported into Ireland, - would

vou have any reafon to apprehend a competition/ in
the market of Grear Britain ? :

A. By nomeans, {ofar aswe are ar prefent able to judge.

Mr. Join Ainpie,
Chairman of the Commirtee
of manufacturers in Wiltthire,

and “a principal’ elothier of
the Devizes;

On the fame head.

Q. What are the forts of cloths made at the De-
vizes, and in the country thereabouts ?

A. Superfine cloth and cafemere are the principal
manufaltures; but we make belides, fecond cloths,
ferges,  beavers; &¢. and of late a great variety of fanc
manufactures, fome of which are yarn mixed with filk.

Q. Are thefe manufaures made principally of
Spanifh wool, or Englifh, or of both ?

A. The finer forts entirely of Spanith—In the coar-
fer forts we ufe the finer.and the coarfer forts of Englifh
wool.

Q. Are any quantities of thefe goods fent to Ireland ?

A. There have beeen fome quantity of the finer
goods fent to Ireland, and I believe alfo of the {fecond

cloths. i
Do you know whether the export of thefe goods
to Ireland has.increafed of late; or diminifhed ?
A. It bas.decreafed of late fo much, as almoft to
amount to ‘a_ceffation.
Q. To what caufes do you impute this diminution ?

A. Tumpute it to the Irifh non-importation agree-
ment.

+Q... Do you know how the I;ith fupplicd themfelves

during the agreement ?
.A. limpute it to the ftock they had in hand, which
< they
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they had imported in greater quanitites, with a view
to the non-importalon agreement. &,

If the non-importation agreement was to ceafe;

do you imagine the trade would revive as before ?

A. T do. ’ :

Q. Do the Irith manufacture any confiderable quanti-
ty of fine cloths? ‘

A. 1 do not apprehend they do any great quantities.
They have a confiderable manufa&ure near Dublin,
which, however, cannot {fupply nearly enough for the
demand.

Q. s the quality of the Irith fuperfine cloths equal
to ours? .

A. I cannot fpeak with certainty, but I do not think
them equal in fuperfine clothsy=in" ratteens I give
them the preference.

Q. Do you ufe in the manufactures near you any
~ Irith yarn?

A. None is vfed in the Devizes, or'its neighbour-
hood.

Q. Do you know whether any is ufed in'the manufac-
tures in Gloucefterfhire? - _

A. I apprehend there is, but not in any great
quantity. |

Q. Are youlacquainted with the quality of Irifh
wool ?

A. I have no particular knowledge of it; in general
I fhould think it not equal to ours; but there are
fome forts which I fhould conceive to be equal to the
Englifh, pafcicularly that of ‘the County of Kerry.

Q. Do you.apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity, and
tafte of the manufaéturers of this country; are likely
always to'give them a decided fuperiority over the
manufaétures of Ireland ?

A.. 1-do conceive that, viewing the circumflances
as they are at prefent, there is a decided {uperiority 1n
thefe points in favour of the Englifh manufa&urer; buc
I cannot fpeak with regard to futurity.

©. If the Irith were allowed to import into this
country their woollen cloths, fubjeét to-the fame duties

at which Britith cloths of the like fox_'ts are now 1m-
pro-

VP TS
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ported into Ireland, would you have any reafon to ap-
prehend a competition in the market of Great Britain ?
A. With refpe&t to the fuperfine manufactures, I
thould think the advantage decidedly in favour of this
country ; but in the manufalture for which Irifh wool
is fit, there might be a danger, arifing from the cheap-

nefs of labour. in that country, 1 fpeak this laft doubt-
fully. .

The Committee will next lay before your Majefty,
the average prices of Englith and Irith wool for fifteen
years, from 1770 to 1784, both inclufive.

ENGLISH PRICES.

1770 — 83 fto" B
1771 o 6: to 62
1772 — 61 to 7y
1773 = NG g0 4
177% . RIDP 7%
8775 e 7+ to 8%
1776 — 7i% to 84
1777 — 7% to 84
1778 — ¥ to 6%
1779 N 33 b0 54
1780 > 54 to 5%
1781 — 4z to ¢%
1782 - 4% 'to 51
1783 - 6 to 62
1784 — 67 to 7%

IWYSH PRICES,

1779 — fromr14 to 155 per ftone
1771 — from 14/6 to 15/6

1772 — from15 to 16

1773 — from 15 to 16

&F% " == fromig to 15

1775 — from 16 to 17

1776 st fromi1y to 18

D 1777
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17474 e from r7/6 to 18/6
1778 — from 8/6 to g/6
1779 — from 10 to 11
1780 — from 10/6 to 11/6
1781 —— from 11 to 12
1782 - from 10 to 11
1783 — fram 11/6 to 1246
1784 - from 11/6 to 12/6

OBSERVATIONS.

If the Irith woollen manufaétures are'to be imported
according to the plan fuggefted in the reference,

The duties will be as follows:

On old drapery, that is, broad and narrow cloths,
and all other f{pecies that are called preflfed goods,
6d. sths. Irith money per yard.

On new drapery, being coarfe cloths and worfted
ftuffs, not prefled, 2s. 10d. per yard.

As this duty is laid on by the yard, it operates princi-
pally on the coarfer and cheaper forts of the two de-
icriptions of drapery :—It is clear, therefore, that the
operation of thefe duties, as far as they go, will be
moft to the difcouragement of the importation of the
coarfer and cheaper forts.

The Committee thought it right to enquire, what had
been the export of woollen manufatures from Ireland,
before the prohibition which took place in 1699. ——As
the accounts of the Cuftom-Houfe of that kingdom go
back only to 1698, they could only obtain the account
for that year, which ftands as follows;

To England. Scotland. Elfewhere
Old drapcry 1LpPs 293 2503 the Pee 27Yds
New drapery601 yards 2,128 De 20,5661 Do
Frize 127,601 yards 1,355 Do 537,945 D?

To this account the committee will add, that of the
imports of woollen manufatures into Ireland for that
year, and which was,
| Old drapery - 11,784% yards.

New drapery - 21,294% yards. 5
’ 24

N T T R
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By this ftate it appears, that the import of old drapery
was, in that year, asabove,
11,7841 yards, and the export 28 I piecesy
or, 7,597 yards;,
and of courfe that 4,187 yards were imported, more than
were exported.

The committee will now proceed to ftate, the gene-
al export of woollen goods from Ireland, for a period

of four years, from 25th March 1779 to 25th March
1783; and the value,
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It appears to the Committee, by the Irifh ac-
counts of export to America, fur the year 1783 and
1784, 1n which they apprehended ‘the United States
are included, as well as the remaining Britith poi-
feflions, that the export of new drapery to that country
had increafed from 125,286 yards in the year 1783, to
259,141§ yards in the year 1784 ; the export of old dra-
pery from 24,588 yards in the year 1783, to 28,450
yards in the year 1784; the export of flannels, from
5,609 yards, in the year 1783, to 36,067 yards in the
year 1784; and the export of Frize, from 84 yards in the
year 1783, to 2,738 yards in the year 1784.

The increafe in the export of Woollén ManufaGures
from Ireland, has not been confined t6 Britith America
and the United States only; but has been equally con-
fiderable to other foreign markets, according to the fol-

lowing ftate of the exports from Ireland to foreign parts,
for four years; viz.

Old Drapery. New Drapery. Flannels.

Y ards. Yards. Y ards.
1780 — 499 5,389 190
1781 — 1,292 240,712 15,746
1782 — 772 306,178 4,728
1783 — 38,796 ¥ 511,394 9,672

But the Committee apprehend, that the export to the
United States is again included in this account of exports
to foreign parts; though, for want of proper accounts,
and officers of the Irifh revenue, from whom thev might
have obtained particular information, it is impofible to
ftate, with accuracy, the difference this circumftance
would make in the account: From the export of the year
1783, which they have had an opportunity of examining,
they conceive it would amount to about one fifth of the
new drapery, and one third of the old drapery, and
flannels.

During the years 1780, 1781, 1782, 1783, and 1784,
the import of Englifh woollen manufactures into Ireland
was as follows : '

Old
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Old Drapery. New Diapery:

1780 — 64,381 Ys. 159,428
1781 — 320,820 433,198 =
1782 — 363,787 5475336
1783 3735053 420,415

1784 —_ 354,139 . 323,217

By the diminution of the imports of new drapery in
the year 1784, compared with the great export of that
article to America, and to foreign countries in the fame
year, it appears probable, that the Irifh manufaéture of .
woollens, under the defcription of new drapery, is in-
crealing confiderably. In the old drapery, or finer forts
of woollen goods, a like comparifon of their import and
export, does not mark any material increafe.

C O T TN DeE

Meflts. Thomas Walker,
and }Manufa&urers of Manchefier ;
Thomas Richardfon, |
Meflrs. Tho. Phillips,
and }Printcrs of that place;

T homas Kerfhaw,

Examined.

Q_ Do you make ufe of any quantity of Irifh
worfted bay yarn-in the Manchefter manufactures ?

A. . Confiderable quantities are ufed in the {mall ware
trade, fuch as garters, &c. and in checks and ftripe
furniture; but none at all in the cotton manufacture.

Q. Are you able to purchafe Irifh worfted bay yarn
cheaper than the like fort fpun in England?

Manufacturers. _

A. We cannot {fpeak to that fat, as we are . not
concerped in that bufinefs.

Q. Is a confiderable trade carried on to Ireland in

the manufactures of Manchefter?
Printers.
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, _ Printers.

A. ‘There has been a much more confiderable trade
than there is at prefent. In the year 1783, there was
an export of about 130,000 fquare yards of printed cor-
tons and callicoes to Ireland, from the port of Chef.
ter only, from the month of July to December of that
year; but in the fix months from July to December
1784, only about 18,000 yards were exported from the
fame port.

O. What quantity of fuftains is exported to Ireland »

Manufaurers.

A. The trade to Ireland in fuftians is very confider-
ably decreafed.—One houfe, which, from O&ober 1783
to January 1784, fent [. 5,000 worth of goods there
has not, from O&ober 1784 to January 1785, fent
a fingle piece, and has received no order, but ope
to the amount of about £.60; and that houfe 1s by
far the firt houfe in Manchefter in the Irifh trade, An-
other houfe, which, from January 1783 to Auguft 1784,
fent L. 6,271. 195. worth of goods there, has, from ‘that
time, fent none, and has received no commiffions but
to the amount of from £. 200 to £. 300.

Is Chefter the only or the principal port from
which Mancehefter goods are exported to Ireland?

Printers.

A. Itis the principal port. Manchefter goods are
alfo exported from Briftol, Liverpool, Whitehaven, and
L.ondon; and the exports from London are probably
equal to thofe from Chefter. Confiderably quantities
p?cottons and callicoes go from Manchefter to Glafgow,
where they are printed, and from thence are exported
to Ireland. This anfwer refpects printed goods only.

Manufa&urers..

Very few fullains go from any other port than Chefter
and Liverpool.

Q. You have fpoken of the decline of the trade to
Ireland in printed goods and fuftains from the port- of
Chefters.can you fpeak of the decline of it from other
ports? or do you infer from the decreafe of the exports
trom Chetter, that it has fo declined ?

Printers,
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Printers:

A. We cannot fpeak to this as a certain fatt, but
we infer it muft be ff). ¥

Q. You have alfo fpoken to the decline of this trade
in the laft fix months of the .years 1783 and 1784: Can
you inform this Committee of the ftate of the trade
during the firft fix months of each of thofe years?

Printers. o

A. With refpe@ to the printed manufadtures, the
exports of the frft fix months of the year ‘1783, we
prefume, were equal to the exports o the latter fix
months of that year. In the firft fix months of the year
1784, there was a larger export than in the latter {ix
months, but the trade the whole year kept declining.

Manufacturers,

With refpe& to the trade with Ireland in fuftains,
we can oniy fay, that from the beginning of the year
1784 it has been confiderably on the decline?

O. ~ Are fuftians and printed goods the principal
object of the Manchefter manufaétures?

Manufalturers.

A. They certainly are.

O. To what caufes'do you mmpute this decline 2.
Manufacturers.

A. To the quantity of fuftains the Irifh now manu-
facture themfelves; and this muft be fo, becaufe there
was a confiderable reduction in the trade to ports of the
North of Ireland, where the non-importation agreement
had not taken place, as well as to the port of Dublin,
where it exifted in is full force: the Manchefter fuftian
trade, from  the firft of OCober 1784 to the firft of
January 1785, laboured under the following difficulties
and difadvantages—1ft by an old duty of 10} per cent.
on importation into Ireland; then by a bounty of
£. 5 per cent. lately given by the Irifh Parliament on
home confumption: by another bounty of £. § per cent.
given by the Linen Board, likewife on home confump-
tion, which was to expire on the 1ft of January 1785,
but may be renewed—by freight, infurances, and ex-
pences, about 2 per cent. more—Dby the late Englifh

tax, which, on the average, is, upon the grofs amount
of
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of our fales, £. 3 per cent. and though drawn back on expor-
tation, yet the goods exported will ftill be loaded with £ 8.
per cent. owing to the effect of the tax. Befides which,
the Irith Linen Board gives great encouragement to ‘the
Irith manufacturer, by fupplying him with looms; and
the Irith Parliament ‘gives alfo a bounty of £. 8% per
cent. on exportation, o that we fhall meet them in
future ata g;eign market at a difadvantage of £. 16%
per cent. from our tax and their bounty ; and in Ireland
to the difadvantage of £. 26 per cent. exclufive of the
bounty given by the Linen Board.
Printers. -

With refpec to the printing manufacture, we likewife
impute the decline of that trade to the increafe of the
Irith manufaéture  of cottons and callicoes, but prin-
cipally to a duty, impofed laft Seffion in Ireland, of 1s.
per yard on all printed callicoes imported from Great
Britain, and to the duty impofed in Great Britain, which
we eftimate at about £. 6 per cent. and though allow-
ed to be drawn back on exportation, in general it can-
not be obtained, becaufe the marks put on by the ex-
cifemen are frequently defaced in bleaching.

Q. Can the Irith fupply themfelves with cotton wool
cheaper than our manufacturers can in England?

Manufacturers.

A. We fuppofe they' can have no advantage -over _

us, but upon a diret importation in freight and in-
furance. LA —
Q. Is there any other material ufed in the cotton
manufacture, in which the Irifh have an advantage
over our Manufa&ures ?
Manufaéurers. _ - o
. A. Yes—very materially, in linen yarn, which is the
growth and manufa&ure of Ireland, and which of
courfe muft be'much cheaper to them than to us, and
of which we buy confiderable quantities from that
country. Trith and German linen yarn (which is ge-
ncrall? dearer than Irifh) isthe warp of all our lower-
priced, “and many of the middle-priced fuftians—in
;:!1_31;&3;«---} of the material is linen yarn, which is wholly
rl -

T E Q. Have

.-
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Have the Irith manufattures any advantage over
the Britifh, in the price of labour? |
Manufacturers. -

A. We conceive that labour is much cheaper there
than here, but in what proportion we cannot fay:
the Irith muft have a great advantage in the cheapnefs
of provifiops; befides being exempt from land tax, and
excife on foap, candles, leather, and many ether articles,
while we are burthened therewith; and in ftamp duties
upon bills, receipts, &c. &c.—We know they have
many of our machines already ; and we have no doubt
they will foon have them all. N

Do not you conceive that the art of ingenuity
of the Britith manufaturer will fecure to him an ad-
vantage to him in thefe branches of trade?

Manufacturers.

A. Undampted, unchecked, and untaxed, we have

not a doubt but he will be equal, if not fuperior, to
any other manufaturer in the world.
Q. If the Irith and Britifh manufaturers in the
cotton trade were put upen the fame footing with re-
fpect to taxes and baunties; as well internally as upon ex-
port from one country. to the other, fhould you have
any reafon to apprehend a competition in the Britifh
or Irith market?

A. If we wereput in all thefe refpeéts upon equal
terms, we fhould not apprehend a competition at either
market. ‘

The Committee think it proper, in this place, to
inform your  Majefty, that the above witnefles fent
the next day, and defired to correét their former an-
fwers in the following manner.

- Manufaéturers

A. If we can, in all refpetis, be put upon equal terms,
England and Ireland will naturally {fupply themfelves
with cotton goods for their internal confumptions, and
in foreign markets we fhall meet upon equal terms,—
except in America and the Weft Indies; where Ireland
will cerrainly have an advantage in freight and infur-
ance, exclufive of the very great faving fhe will enjoy

in the vitualling of her fhips. _
Printers,
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Printers. kol

If we were put, in all thefe refpedts, upon equal
terms with refpect to internal as well as external taxes,
we fhould not apprehend a competition at either mar-
ket.

The Committee having tranfmitted to the above
gentlemen the following queftions, fubjoin the fame,
with their anfwers.

Whether the exportation of cotton goods, print-
ed or otherwife, to other countries, except Ireland, has
increafed of late, or diminifhed:?

. Manuofaéturers.

A.  With refpect to the exportation of printed cottons
and callicoes, we conceive it may be accurately
known, by referring to the Cuftomn Houfe books, as
they were not only entitled to a drawback of the duty,
but (as we are likewife informed) to a bounty of a4,
per fquare yard upon exportation.—The exportation of
fuftains previous to the year 1763, was not Very con-
fiderable; fince that time, tothe firft of O&ober laft,
it_has upon the whole kept increafing, though not
without - fluctutations: notwithftanding that, we are
greatly underfold, and:have.almoft wholly loft fome
articles, for which we notlong ago had a confiderable
demand; but that ingenuity and invention which has
hitherto fo eminently diftinguithed our manufaGures
and workmen, had, ull that period fupplied the de-
ficlency, .

Printers to the fame Quettion.

The exportation” of printed cotton goods did very
confideably increafein the year 1784; but that increafe
will not continye, for the following reafons.

On the conclufion of the peace, a great number of -
adventurers to America obtained very extenflive credit,
and fhipped large quantities of printed cottons and cal-
licoes for which no returns has been made, -

From the beft information, the exports to America,
in the year 1784, exceeded the confumption of - two
yeags.«

The Quantity of Britith printed goods that will be
exported this prefent year, muft be very fmall : the Eaft

India
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India white callicoes, which were fold at the laft fale,
and are now felling, can be exported from 40 to soper
Cent. lower than Britith callicoes.—There are 60,000
pieces of Eaft India printed goods now -on fale, which
ufually fell from 80 to 100 per cent. lower than Britith
printed goods: from thefe caufes, we expeét almoft a
total prohibition of our own manufacture.

The quantity of Britith printed cotrons and callicoes
exported to other parts, is very inconfiderable,

Meflrs. Walker and Richardfon were again examined
on the before mentioned amended anfwer.

Q. You have faid, that if England and Ireland were
put upon equal terms with refpect to duties and bounties
upon their cotton manufactures, they will naturally fup-
ply themfelves with cotton goods for theirinternal con-
{fumption: do you mean, that the Irith manufatturer
will fupply the Irifh market, and the Englifh manufac-

turer the Englith morket ?
A. We apprehend the Irith manufacturer will have

the advanrage, and may in time even fupply the Englifh
market. X ¥ et
. If the cotron manufaétures of Ireland are made
fubject to a duty of ten and a half per.cent. on importa-
tion into Great Britainy® do you apprehend the Irifh
manufacturer will be able to fupply Englifh market to
the detriment of the cotton trade of this country ?
A. - If the cotton trade of this country was protected
by a duty of 10 ¥ per cent. upon the importation of cotton
oods from Ireland into this country, we apprehend it
would be a fulficient fecurity to our trade for the home
confumption. “* '
Meflts. Walker and Richardfon having tranfmitted to
the committee a paper, containing information re-
ceived by them fince their former examination, re-
fpecting the purchafe of Irifh worfted bay yarn
being cheaper than the like fort fpun in England,
it is thought proper here to infert the fame, viz.
" A, The information which they have fince received
from Manchefter is,  at leaft 20 per cent cheaper than
¢ the like fort fpun in England; which is a ftriking
] | ' ¢ proof
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“¢ proof of the very great advantage the Irith have over us
““"1n the price of labour. LY : ’
“ That the number of packs of worfted bay yarn, im-
“_ported to Manchefler from Ireland, for the laft four
¢ years, ‘were as follows ;

o In e Yead c981oves o 1,052
il b o 1782 ' —' — 1,359
i qom 1783 — — 1,332
ks 4 1784 — — 2,088 '
5,831 Packs:

* Each pack contains 270 Ibs;

“ Total"“1,574,3%6 lbs.
* Average value is 1s. 10d. per Ib.

* Total ammont is £ 144,317. §..0. for the 4 vears,
which averages annually £ 36,079. 6. 3.——Refides the
¢ Irih worfted bay yarn imported to Manchefter, they
*“ are well informed that 2 much greater value is import-
¢ ed into Yorkfhire and to Norwich ; alfo confiderable
*¢ quantities to Exeter, Coventry, Kidderminfter;, Wilton,
* Kendal, and Glafgow, and feveral others parts of Gieat
*“ Britain.
¥ An account of the number of trufies of linen yarn im-
** ported to Manchefter from Ireland, for the four Jait
*“ years, which is principally ufed in fheetings, checks,
*fmall wares, printed ‘cottons, printed and chéck hand-
¥ kerchiefs, low and middle-priced fuftians.

13

“In the year 1781

D o et L
NG, ¢ 7 7 L g o L
“De T ay83  — L 3ugar
“BF 784 — — 3,53

- ““ 15,562} truffes.
“ Which is" upon an average, 3,8g0!  trufles annually,
 Each trufs is 33 heads, or 792 Ibs.—the average price
““of which is 1 5 17 4. per Ib. which amounts to 4. 176,
“ 531.°8. 9. yearly, and upon which a duty of ! d per
“1b, is charged on being exported from Ireland, Whli:h
" i : ¢ makes
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¢ makes £. 6,419. 6. 6. per annum,—1It is here to be re=
«¢ marked, that this only includes the yarn imported into
¢¢ Manchefter ; that very confiderable quantities are ufed
¢« in Lancathire, which do not come to Manchefter, be-
¢« fides what is imported into various other parts of this
¢« kingdom. :

«« Exclufive of the above duty, the Englifh Manufac-
« turer is loaded with at leaft 5 per cent. more than the
« 1rith Manufa&turer, in commiflion, infurance, freight,
& &C.” ¢ e

Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfen think it almoft need-
lefs to remark, that no non-importation agreement took
place in any part of Ireland, except in Dublin ; yet the
decline of the fuftian trade from Manchefter, has for
fome time paft been general throughout the whole of

that kingdom,
OBSERVATIONS.

On Britifh callicoes imported into Ireland, the duties
are, if ftained, about 1 5. the yard ; it white, about 8 4.
the yard. |

On cotton manufactures, and on cotton mixed with
linen or filk, the duty is £. 10. 105s. per cent. on the
value ; on fuftiaias, the duty is 1 5. 104d. the end. On
the importation of the foregoing articles into Great-
Britain, thefe duties ought, according to the propofed
plan, to be added .to any excife or inland duties impofed
on fuch articles. T |

Whatever advantage the Irith Manufatturer may now
have on the commiffion, freight, and infurance, paid on
Englifh cotton manufaétures imported into Ireland, as
ftated by the evidence, the Englifh Manufaéturer will
have a like advantage againft the Irifh, in the confump-
tion of the like goods at home. It appears by the Irifh
account of imports before ftated, that the quantity of
Englifh printed callicoes imported into Ireland has rather
increafed; and that the cotton and mixed manufaltures
have been, during the five years ftated in the faid ac-
count, nearly the fame. The quantity of fuftians import-

ed into Ireland from Great-Britain has, during the fame
period,
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period, rapidly decreafed ; while the export of fuftians
from Ireland to America has increafed as follows :
In the year 1781 — 1,108 yards.
1782 -— None.
1783 — 24,2906 yards.
1784 — 47,237 yards.

The export of cotton and mixed goods from Ireland o
America, has alfo increafed in the following manner

In the year 1781 —— 145 12. 4 Value,
1782 — 414 77 8D
1783 — 1;148 fode-D
1784 — 8,319 18 2 D

The export of cotton manufattures from Ireland to fo-
reign parts, although not to any great extent at prefent,
appears to be increafing. -

‘In the yeat 1781, the value of cotton and mixed goods
exported, was £. 11. 14. 8.; and in the year 1783, it
amounted to £. 427. 1. o.

It may not be improper to obferve here, although it
does not immediately apply to the manufacturing of cot-
ton, but rather to the printing branch, that the export of
coloured linen from Ireland to foreign parts, which, in
the year 1780, was only 5,771 yards, in the year 1783
was 1ncreafed to 119,628 yards, of which 80,253 yards
were exported to the United States of America.

-

X1« L' K,

Mr. Jobn Merrick, of London, Silk ManufaGurer ;
Thomas Tatlock,  Silk Broker, of London ;
. Stepben Barbetr,  of Spittal Square, Silk Manufattu-
& rer ; And
Willam Fulton, Manufa&urer of Ribband and Silk,
3 in Scotland.

Examined.

'%‘_H@é there been a confiderable export of filk ma
nufactures from this country to Ireland ¢ |

A, There has. Q'In'
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. In what articles ?

A. Large quantities of ribbands—a-la-modes—{at-
tins—gauzes—operfians and farfenets—brocades -of  all
kinds—plain and figur’d fattins, and a variety of other
articles. Y

Has the export of thefe articles increafed.of late,
or diminifhed ?

A. In general very much diminifhed, particularly in
plain and rich goods—It has not diminifhed in the arti-
cles of gauzes and figured ribbands. !

To what caufes do you impute this diminution ?

A. Intirely to the non-importation agreement.

Can you fay in what manner the Irifh have fup-

plied. themfelves with goods of the like forts fince that

agreement ? |
A. We cannot anfwer that quc[hon.

Do you know whether the Irith have any confi-

derable filk manufaétures ?
A. They have about fifteen hundred manufacturers

in Dublin.
Do you know whether their manufactures are im-
creafed of late or diminifhed ? "¢ 29

A. Diminithed laft year, but we think they are now
increafing again. '

From whence do the Irith derive their raw and
thrown filk ufed in their manufaétures ?

A. They have derived their raw and thrown filk in
part from Iraly, but chiefly from this country ; and while
the prefent drawback fubfifts upon thrown and raw filk
exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to continue.

Can vou ftate to the Committee what duties and
drawbacks are paid upon raw and thrown filk carried
from this country to Ireland, and upon the like articles
imported from Ttaly into Ireland.

A.. The duty upon raw filk imported into this coun-
try from all foreign countries is 4s. 64. upon the great
1b. of 24 0zs ; and upon the thrown filk, 7s. 44. upon the
1b. of 16 ozt.—There is drawn back upon raw filk ex-
ported from hence to Ireland, 3.7* per Ib of 24 0zs.—
There is drawn back upon thrown filk exported from
hence to Ireland,-6s. 6d. upon'the 1b. of 16 oxs.—raw filk

imported
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imported -into Irefand from. England, pays a duty of
10+ d. per great 1b. ; ‘thrown filk Pays 1 s. 9d. upon the-
Ib. of 16 -0z*.—raw filk imported from foreign countries
into Ireland, pays a duty to 1 . per 1b. of 24 0z ; thrown
filk imported from foreign countries into Ireland, pays
2 5. 0% per Ib. of 16 ozs.

As the duties upon raw and thrown filks Import-
ed direétly from foreign countries into Ireland, are lower
than upon the like articles carried through this.country
into Ireland, why do you think the Irifh wiil come here

for their raw and thrown filk, rather than amport it di-
rectly from foreign countries ?

A. We apprehend it is principally owing to a credit
they obtain here, which they could not fo ealily get from
Italy. ,

Q. Do you apprehend that the Irith can work up the
raw material into the like manufactures cheaper than we
can in Great-Britain ?

A.  We apprehend in general they cannot.

Do you apprehend that the {kill, ingenuity, and
tafte of the Englith manufa&urers, will always give them
a decided fuperiority over the Irifh in the filk manufac.
ture ? | |

‘A.  We have no doubt of it’; we do not believe they
have a fingle pattern drawer.

Q. If the Glk manufi€ures imported from Ireland
into this country were made fubject to the like duties as.
are now paid upon the filk manufaftures of the fame
forts exported from this country to Ireland, do you think
the manufaturers of this country would have any reafon
to apprehend a competition ? '

A.  We think the Englith manufa@urer would have
great reafon.to apprehend the competition, as the raw.
material is (‘,he'aper to the Irith ;—viz. as 25 are to C o
4d. upon thrown filk, and as 10 Td.1sto 4 5. 6 d. on the
raw filk. "

. PDQfou think the Britith ManufaGurer would
have any reafon to apprehend a competition in the
Britith market? . =~

A. "We apprehend there would be reafon to fear the

Comttlﬁ' > €ven in the Britifh market. We fear it the
v X F more,
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more, becaufe the Irifh give premiums and bounties to-
their manufa&urers, and, the retailers, out of fums of'
money voted by the Irifh Parliament for that purpofe.
We {till further apprehend that therewould: be “great
quantities of foreign filk manufaclures imported through
Ireland into Great Britain—French velvets, and in ge-
neral all filks, may be imported through Ireland into
Great Britain, under the duties intended to remain,
much cheaper than they can be wrought in Great Britain.

Mr. Tathock, Silk Broker,
Mr. Yobn Phillips, of Manchefter, deputed by the ma-
; nufaturers of that place,
Fames Malo, of London,
Richard Lee, _of Spital Fields, and
“Thomas Tirqun,  of London ;

On the {fame Head.

Q. What is the nature of the filk goods you manu-
facture ? '

A. Silk handkerchiefs of various kinds—handker-
chiefs of cotton and filk mixed, for women’s wear—
goods made of filk mixed with linen, and fometimes with
cotton, for waiftcoats; thefe goods are made in great
quantities in Manchefter, and likewife in London.

Q. Are large quantities of thefe goods exported to
Ireland ?

A. None, as we believe. '

Q. Are large quantities of thefe goods exported to.
foreign countries ?

A. Yes; to France, Spain, Italy, Flanders, Holland,
and the Weft Indies; bur ftill more to North America.

Q. s the export of thefe goods increafed of late, or
diminifhed ¢ |

A. It is decreafed to foreign European countries,
but increafed to America. In confequence of the peace,
the trade upon the whole is increafed. e S of

Q. Do you know whether the Irifh have any confide-

rable manufaétures of the goods before mentioned. ?
| . They
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A. ‘They have fome, but they are not very extenfive ;
their manufa&ures of handkerchiefs, we think, has of late
_diminifhed.

From whence do the Irith derive their raw and
thrown filk ufed in their manufactures ? y

A. They have derived their raw and thrown filk in
part from Italy, but chiefly from this country ; and while
the prefent drawback fubfifts upon thrown and raw filk

exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to continue.

Q. Can you ftate to the Committee, what duties and
drawbacks are paid upon raw and thrown filk carried
from this country to Ireland ; and upon the like articles
imported from Italy into Ireland ?

A. The duty upon raw filk imported into this coun-
try from all foreign countries, is 4. 6 4..upon the great
Ib. of 24 0z*. ; and upor the thrown filk, 7 5. 4 4. upen
the 1b. of 16 oz®.—There 15 a drawback upon raw filk
exported from hence to Ireland, 3s. 714. per 1b. of 24 ozs.
there 1s drawn back upon thrown filk exported from
hence to Ireland, 6s. 6 4. upon the Ib. of 16 ozs. raw filk
imported into Ireland from England, pays aduty of 10} 4.
per great Ib. ‘Thrown filk pays 1. 9 4. upon the 1b. of

16 ozs.—Raw {ilk nnported from -foreign countries into
-Ireland, pais a duty of 1s. per 1b. of 24 0zs.—Thrown
filk 1mported from foreign countries into Ireland, pays
25. —+d, perlb, of 16 oz

Q. As the dutiesupon raw and thrown filks imported
dire¢tly from foreign countries into Ireland, are lower
than upon the like articles carried through this country
into Ireland, why do you think the Irith will come here
for their raw and thrown filk, rather than import it di-
rect from foreign countries ?

A. We apprehend it is principally owing to a credit
they obtain here, which they could not fo eaﬁly get from
[taly.

Q. Do you apprehend there is any danger of the Infh
being able to work up the raw materials, into the manu-
fa&ures before mentioned, cheaper than we can in Great
Britain ?

A. 1t might be fome time before they can rival us;
but we apprehend the cheapnefs of labour, and their not

paying,
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paying, as we believe, the fame duties on' the dying

materials, might enable them, in a feries of years, €0

become our competitors in this trade; and.it is the
more to be feared in Lancathire, becaufe the multitude
of manufaéturcs eftablithed there, has of late oreatly
increafed the price of labour. We have great fium-
bers of Irith employed in our manufactures, both' in
Lancafhire and London, who, after havirg. gained “ex-
perience in the trade, return to their own country.
Do you not believe, that the fkilly“ingenuity,
and tafte of the Englith manufacturers, will fecure to
them an advantage in the articles of trade’before men-
tioned? ] :
A. The manufalture we are concerned in is of fo
fimple a nature, that it depends'moreion labour than on

fkill. . We are poflefled of the-advantages arifing from -

ikill at prefent; but we cannot fay how long thofe ad-
vantages may laft. :

Q. If the feveral articles of manufadure before
mentioned, when imported - from Ireland into this coun-
try, were made fubject to the like duties as are now
paid upon the manufa&turesof the fame forts exported
from this country to Ireland; do you think the manu-
faCturers of this country would have any reafon to appre-
hend a competitign?

A. We apprehend, that for feveral years thre
would be no reafon to fear a competition in the home
market, provided the duties upon raw and thrown filk
were made equalin both countries, and provided fuch
goods as are. fubject, when manufactured here, to an
excife duty, were made alfo fubjeét to a duty on im-
portation from“Ireland, equivalent to fuch excife duty.
The duty alfo on dying materials thould be made
equal._, :
Q. ".Should you apprchend a competition in  the
forcigm, market, particularly the American market?

A.  We fhould not apprehend the competition, « if

theduties on dying materials were made equal.
OBSER-

N— -




shibu

ol coac e S L
s Tl ol b

L

OBSERVATIONS

¢ S%7 )

.
- .

The 'Cc')inriﬁtte, upon enquiry, find the manufaturers

are miftaken in_{uppo

fubject to any confiderable dutics upon

to Great Britain—few
to a duty upon import

fing the materials for dying are

1M POCEAtion in-
of thofe articles being fubjed
> -and that very trifling,

By comparing the general import of raw and thrown
filk into Ireland, as fpecified in the accounts inferted

in the appendix, with
as before ftated, it appe

the import from Great Britain,
ars, that the import from fareign

countries is very. inconfiderable; but it appears at the
fame time, that the import from Great Britain, of thofe
articles, has very confiderably decreaied.~—The import
of wrough filks and ribbands from Great Britain, does

not appear to have dec

mixed with worfted, cotton, and incle,

increafed confiderably,

reafed ; and that of wrought filk
apears to have

-IRON, and IRON Manufa&ures;

Mr. Rickard Crawfbay,

“Mr. Fofeph Stanley, of London,

Q. Is it pofiible to
with peat fire only ?

and }Merchants and Manu-
facturers of Iron;

K, Examined,

carry on any iron manufacture

A. Not to any extent.

Q. Have the Irith

iron wares?.
-
A. They have a ver

and nails, which are principal articles ;

others_; @‘ich it would

any confiderable manufaGure in

y confiderable one in rods, hoops,

and a varicty of
be difficult to enumerate.

. “What fuel do the Irith ufe in their manufa@ure ?

-pit coal,‘ imported from Great Britain, princi-
‘pally from Whitchaven,

Q. If
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. If the iron manufatures of Great Britain and
Ireland were made fubje& to the fame duties upon ime
rtation into each tountry refpc&ively ; do you appre-
‘hend the manufatturers of Great Britain would have
reafon to fear a competiton ?
A. We think they would have no reafon to fear a

competition.

Mr. Samuel Walker, of Rotherham, Iron Manufaéturer s
Upon the fame Head,

Q. Do you know whether there are any confider-
able manufaltories of iron in Ireland 2" )

A. I believe they have fome, but nothing very con-
fiderable at prefent; we have lately made, according to
order, iron work and machinery for the purpofe of flit-
ting and rolling iron, to be employed in the conftrution
of a mill, which we underftand is to be erefted in the
neighbourhood of Dublin. - |

Q. Do you know if they have any iron ftone of their
own ? ‘

A. I never heard that they had.

Q. Have they any coal mines ? .

A. 1 never heard; but they have lately fent for tools
and workmen to bore far them. ' '

Q. Do you apprehend that any confiderable manu-
fa&ure in iron could be cairied on with peat fire?

A. 1apprehend not.to apy great extent,

Q. Has the trade from Great Britain to Ireland,
in iron, manufactures, increafed of: late, or diminifhed?

A. It has rather diminithed, as I underftand from
the neighbourhood of Sheffield.

if the Irith were allowed to export ta Great Bri-

¢ain their iron manufaéures, fubjet to the like duties
at which ours are now imported into Ireland, would
there be any reafon to apprehend 2 competition in the
market of Great Britain? : ,

A. Provided they are obliged to pay the fame duties

_on the importation of bar iron from foreign coun;gicj:,
: whi

1
:
:
L
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which are now paid in Great Bfitain, I fee no reafon
to apprehend a competition.

Mr. Mathew Bolton; of Birmingham,
Fobu Wilkinfon of Brofely,
Ricbard Reynolds, of Ketley,
Willsam Gibbons, of Briftol, and

- James White, of Birmingham;

Upon the fame Head.

Is there a confiderable export of iron, or iron
manufatture, to Ireland from this country ?

A. The principal import of iron to Ireland is from
Ruffia; fome 1s taken from this kingdom—they import
from this country a greaty quantity of iron ware ; as the
witnefs belicves, the greateft part of what they confume.

Q. Has this export of iron, or iron manufuture,
increafed of late, or diminithed ?

‘A. The-demand of iron in bars has not of late dimi-
nifhed, but that of iron manufactured has diminifhed, I
believe, confiderably. Their import of iron from Ruffia
1s rather increafing.

Q. To what caufes do you impute the diminution of
the import of iron manufuctures from hence into Ireland ?

A. They manufature a great deal more themfelves ;
and have it in their power, from the {iall duty on iron
imported into Ireland, to manufa&ture it cheaper for
- themfelves. They have eftablifhed lately at Lucan, near
Dublin, very confiderable mills, for rolling and flitting,
as well as forges ; there areother mills in the neighbour-
hood of Dublin, The Irifh appear at prefent to be giv-
ing great encouragement to their iron manufatures ;
and we underftand they laid, laft year, a heavy duty on
wire imported. |

Q. ‘not the comparative low price of fuel in
this country give a confiderable advantage to our manu-
factures in iron ? ‘

A, At prefent it certainly does; but we have reafon
to believe that there are veins of coal in various parts of
Ircland, particularly at Drumglafs ; that there are collier-

ies
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1es near Dungannon, Bally Caftle, and the neighbotr-,
hood of Derry and the nelrrhbourhood of Kilkenny, and.

at Lough Allen: and five engines, {ent from this coun-
try, have been lately erefted upon fome of thefe collier-
ies ; one, we know, at Dunnane, and another 18 cre&-
ing at Drumcrlafs b

Q. Do you know. whether they have 1ron ﬁone in
confiderable quantities ? ¢

A. We have:never known any inftance of cnal being
found without iron ore; and, from gogd authority, we
underftand that there is ifon ftone in Iretand, It appears
in the report of the engineer who was employed in the
furvey of the great canal, that he had difcovered, in va-
rious.places, various kinds of iron ore, fome of it of the
fame kind as the Sweedifh iron ore, ‘and as good in'its
quality.— Offers have been made to fome of us, to en-
gage in makingiron in Ireland, by a perfon gone there
from England, well fkilled in ‘tolliéries and iron works.

Q. Flas the export of iron manufattures to foreign
pasts. of late increafed, or diminithed ?

A.  There has been’a confiderable increafe for thefe
laft two ‘years,” fince the” American trade has been agam
opened to us; we do notiincreafe in the export of our iron -
wares to foreign countries in Europe ; we apprehend
rather otherwife 5 - we formerly hac* a very confidera-.
ble export of nails to:Lifbon, but we are totaily deprived
of that, by the manufatures of Liege and other places,
which can furrnith them cheaper.

Q. ‘Do vou apprehend that the Irifh have as yet inter-
fered with you in the American or foreign markets ? -

‘A. T cannotfay they have not as yet done it, though
I have not yet heard that they have. " If they continue to
import bar‘iron at about /.2 6s. per ton cheaper than we
can, they'muft foon rival us in the trade, if not deerC
us of i, -

Q. Ifthey can 1mport Swedifh and Ruffian iron into
Ireland cheaper than we can lnto Great Britain, how.
comes it that they import bar iron in any conﬁderable
quantity from Great Britain?

A. Though they pay.a fomething ’hlgher duty upon

foreign iron imported from this count}y, together with
two

x

T TP A e e————

W TN TSRS, T



e o gl o bk baw . 4
Y el T IS W T Y _ R Py il
o il SR N ¢ ALl MR o . FHTE .

€ s )

two freights, yet thefe difadvantages are fuppofed to be
counterbalanced by the credit they obtain here, which
they cannot have in Ruffia, or Sweden ;=—Dby our im-
porting iron frequently as ballaft, together with hemp,
timber, and other commodities, which enable us to fell
1t much cheaper ; and, by the convenience the Irifh have
of purchafing it in fmall quantities as they want it, and
thereby carrying on their trade with a much lefs capital.

Q. Will not the fkill and ingenuity of the Englifh
manufadturer fecure to him great advantages in this
trade ?

A.. We have great confidence in the {kill and inge-
nuity of our manufacurers, which certainly give us great
advantages ; but the vicinity of the two countries enables
them very readily to adopt any improvements we may
make ; and if they continue to import bar iron cheaper
than we can here, there is danger that ‘our manufac-
turers of iron wares may go and eftablifh themfelyes in
Ireland,

If the iron manufaGures of Ireland were made
fubject to the like duties upon.importation into this
country, as the Englith manufaures of the like forts
Now pay upon importation into Irelind ; thould you have
any reafon to apprchend a competition in the market of
Great Britain ?

A. We fhould have no reafon to apprehend the com-
petition; if the duties upon  bar’iron upon importation
into both countries wefe the fame; but, if the Irifh are
to continue to pay lefs than we do upon the importation
of bar iron, we fhould have reafon to apprehend the
competition,

Q. Will not the dutles upon the importation of the
1ron. manufactures of Ireland into Great Britain, as be-
fore ftated, counterbalance the difference that now fub-
filts in the Adutics on the importation of bar iron into
both countries, as far as refpects the market of Great
Britain ? iy 5

A. If thefe goods come into Great Britain charged
with the duty of £.3. 3. 11. per ton, which was fettied
by compatét in 1778, we fhould not fear a competition—
f they are charged with a lefs duty, they will have an

G advantage
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advantage equal to fuch difference, and in fuch cafe we
fhould apprehend a competition. The duty of £.3.:3. ¥x.
ought now to be £.3. 16. 3. owing to two ' 5 pér eents.
being added, and the reduétion of the difcounts, which
is an additional burthen to which the Britilh manufattu-
rers of iron are now fubject. ' ™

OBSERVATIONS

The duty upon bar iron imported into Great Britain in
Britith fhips, 1s £.2. 16. 1. per ton, and in foreign thips
£+3.-17. 1. per ton ; of this duty is drawn back upon ex-
portat.on £.2. 16. 7. on iron imported 1n Britifh fhips,
and £.2. 13. 7. on iron imported in foreign fhips :—Bar
iron goes therefore to Ireland from Great Britain with a
duty of 3s. 6d..per ton, and is fubjeft to a duty on im-
portation into Ireland of 10s. 6d. per ton; fo that Ire-
land may import bar iron from Great Britain at a duty of
14s. per ton, which is lefs.than paid by the Britith manu-
facturer on iron imported in Britith fhips, by f.2..2: 1.
per ton : And if Ireland imports 1ron direét from Ruflia
and other foreign countries, the duty on importation is
only 10s. 6d. per ton,"which is £.2. 5. 7. lefs than paid
by the Britith manufacturer on iron imported in Britifh
thips ; and no part of the duty paid on impertatien into.
Great Britain is drawn back on exportation of iron when
manufactured.—It does not appear, by the foregoing ac-
count of unports from Great Britain into Irelard, that
the importation of Iron, either manufatured or in ore,
has much increafed or diminithed for the laft five pears.
The import of wire does not appear- to have decreafed
during that period ; but the duty of 6d. per 1b. impofed
by the Irifh parliament during their laft feffion, had not
then taken place., . O & i1 a1 ehl

. Notwithftanding the advantages which were ftated by
the manufa&urers as likely to induce the people of Ire-
land to impert bar iren through: Great Britain, in prefe-
rence toa direét importation ; it appears that,in addition
to the quantity imported in that circuitous manner, Ire-

. - 1 ¥ gy 21 laﬂdi
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land has imported directly from foreign countries, on a

mediom of feven years, ending the 25th March 1783,
4,700 tons yearly.

Ko, B R o N
Meflts. Claude Scott,

and Corn Faltors ;
Fobn Vickrafs Taylor,

Examined.

- Q. Have you read the bill that paffed in Ireland laft
year, for regulating the cora trade of that kingdom ?

A Yes, '

Q. Do you apprehend that the propofal that is made
in it, to admit Britith and Irith gfain and flour to be im-
ported into each kingdom refpectively, when the prices
are lower than thofe at which a general importation of
fuch grain and flour is adm'tted .%rom foreign countries,
will be for the advantage or difadvantage of this country ?

A, Very much to the advaatage of this country, be-
caufe the Irith more frequently want grain and flour from
this country, than we want it from that; and becaufe a
partial deficiency in our erops may be made up by a fuf-
ficient fupply from Ireland, when a general fupply from
foreign countries might be too much, and might difcou-
rage agriculture. The Irith having prohibited the im-
portation of flour and ground corn from all countries but
Great Britain, for the encouragement of their mills, it
might be a juft return to them to prohibitin like manner
the importation of flour and ground corn from any coun-
try but Ireland ; and this would likewife operate as an
tncouragement to our mills; weé having mills enough to
fupply the greateft pofiible demand for Rour.

I'he Committee then defired thefe gentlemen to pre-
pare fucha plan for admitting Irith grain and flour into
this country, as will correfpond with the regulations
made in favour of Great Britain in the bill paﬁ‘eigl laft

eflion
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feflion in Ireland.—In compi'iancc thereto, Mefirs. Scott
and Taylor have mace the following return. '

London, 22d Feb. 1785s.
May it pleafe your Lordfhps, _

In obedience to your Lordfhips commands, we have
turned our attention to the claufes in the laft Irith corn
a& ; and in confequence thereof, have the'honour to fub-
mit to your Lordthips the inclofed account, wherein we
have ftated the refpective prices, weights and meafures,
which regulate the importation of corn, flour, and meal,
into each country, with the neceflary alterations for pro-
portioning the prices of England to thofe of Ireland, as
near as the different weights and meafures ufed in each
country can be brought to correfpond with the fpirit of
the faid claufes. |

We have alfo prefumed to fubjoin our reafons fer the
neceflity of extending the powers of the act of 21t of his
prefent Majelty, to afcertain, with more accuracy, the
average prices of grain ; which will govera the importa-
tion into all the ports of this kingdom by one general
rule, and thereby give proper effect to the propofed re-
ciprocal intercourfe with Ireland, in this art:cle of com-
merce.

We have judged it unneceflary to add any obferva-
tions refpecting the exportation, that being regulated in
each country by prices and bounties already nearly equal :
The mode indeed of afcertaining thefe prices in England
(except in the port of London) is liable to much abufe ;
but as this will very foon be brougot under the confider-
ation of Parliament, in the bill referred to, which 1s
about to be prefented, we forbear to trouble your Lord-
fhips farther on the fubjects.

We have the honour to be
Your Lordfhips moft obedient fervants,

CLAUDE SCOTT,
J. N T AT LIOR:
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT of the Pric
into GREAT BI

With a PLAN for the Importation of IRISH (

Ireland admits Importation of Corn from all Foreign|Ireland propofes to
Parts, as well as from Great Britain, when thel unground, from G
general Average Prices at Dublin, of the Six Weeks| as under afcertain
© preceding the Quarter Seilions, are as follows : dition, that Grea

ence to Irith Corr

s. d. Ib
— — a 30 o per Barreliof 280|Wheat AL
— — az26 o Do — of 280|Rye i
hite Peafe — a 30 0 Do — of 280White Peafe = —
- — ai18 3 Do — of 280|Grey Do#* —_
{ G — a18 3 Do — of 280|Beans —
arley and Malt —  a14 6 Do — of 2:4/Barley (and Malt) |
‘ e — arr o Do — of 196/Oats — :

Ireland has prohibited the Importation of all Corn{* Grey Peas not be

reat Britain. Calculation.

England admits Jmportation of Corn, ground or un-|/The Englifh Ports {l
. ground, from all Foreign Parts, as well as from Ire-| according to the §
' land, when the Average Prices are afcertained, at] A&, at the Pric
. the Time of the Quarter Seffions, to be as under: | Quarter above fta
1 : lithed Importatior

8.
A L at 48 per QuarterWheat —
P i atigd Rye =
iy — at 32 Peafe =
pa —_ dids Beans =
rley (and Malt) — at 24 Barley (and Malt)
L — at 16 Oates -

\. B. England allows Corn or Flour to be exported
- to Ireland whenever there is an Embargo on the
xportation from’'thence.

'As the Importation of Foreign Corn at the different Portsofthis King

toved, that the Ports have opened for Admiffion of ¥oreign Corn, whe
¢ Neglect or Defign ; the Parliament of 21ft of His prgier'lt Majefty pa
id Kent, This Regulation has proved fo falutary and effectual, that 1t v
extended to all the Out-Ports. A Bill for that Purpofe was brought
¢ Affairs that Seffions, and the fubfequent Diffolution; prc:vented lt_sf
el of that Bill, whereby her Ports are either all fhut againft Foreig
ftrong Reafon in Support of the Meafure, and therefore prefiime to e

r Grain ground into Meal or Flour, exeept from| Commerce in this/€

hts, and Meafures by which the importation of CORN and GRAIN
N and IRELAND is regulated;

N into ENGLAND, on the Principles of the laft Irith Corn Ag.

&%ﬁfh Corn, ground orN. B. Irelandhaying direéted, that every Barrel of Wheat, Rye, Peafe,

when the Prices are] and Beans, fhall weigh 20 Stones, or 28olb. the Quarter of all thefe

anner, and on Con-| Articles is taken, in the following Calculation, at the Medium Weight

nts the like Prefer-| of 'Englifh Wheat, viz. 4561b. or 571b. per Buthel ; Barley at 392lb.
4 or 491b. per Bufhel; and Oates at 304lb. or 38lb. per Buthel:

e d s. s. d. Ib.
27 9 sper Barrell ¥ o 3 Irifh per Barrel, or 4 6 En. per Quar, of 456
W2z o Do The Difference in Fa- | 3 — or 4 6 — of 456
k229 o De vour of Britith Corn
g ! calculated  at |the § 2 — or 3 o —_— of 456
Parof Exchange,is, § 1 i OFe1 7 —_ of 392
| 1 —_ or 1 § —_—

of 304

é
|

|
|
|

'
|
il

Tt the Irifh, But as it appear inconfiftent for England to allow an Importation of
of their Corn| Grain, even from Ireland, below the Prices at which fhe givesa Bounty
ifferences per| on Exportation, and as Ireland has fixed the Importation of Britifh
I from the eftab{ Corn precifely where the Bounties on Exportation ceafe, it would be
proper for England to a& upon the fame Principle, and by the fame
Rule :—In which Cafe the Scale of Prices to regulate the Importation
of Corn from Ireland will ftand thus :

. &

Wheat =l A 44 Subje& to a Duty of 3 per
Ryef b i | a 28 Quarter on Grain, and 2d
Peafe —_— a 28 per Cwt. upon Meal or
Beans a 28{ Per Quarter Flour thereof to correfpond
Barley and Malt | 32 with the Duties upon Im-
QOates ATy portation into Ireland,

i
g
|
i

n regulated by the Prices afcertained at the Quarter Seffions; and Experience having
t Prices were below the Import Limits, by falfe and imperfeét Returns being made, either
'{for fixing a more accurate Mode of afcertaining faid Prices for the Ports of London, Effex,
ich conduce to the Encouragement of Agriculture, if the Powers and Regulations thereof
ient in 1783, read twice, and printed ;| It lay over for Confideration till the next Seflions, but
1t 1s now about to be renewed, and as Ireland has formed her laft Corn Aé upon the
open for the Admiflion of it, accarding to the Prices afcerrained at Dublin ; we think it

London, 22d February 178z, GL AU DE S COTE
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Mr. Robert Barclay, Brewer in Southwark;
Mr. Fofeph Delaficld, from Mr. Whithread's
Brewery ;

Examined.

. Do you export from this country great quanties
of Beer to Ireland ?

A. We export Englifh Porter to the different Pores
of Ireland, but no other Sort of Beer. - The trade exporcg
about £.60.000 worth of it in value in the year; to this ig
to be added, the value of the cafk, which amounts to a-
bout £.20,000 per annum.—Qur two houfes eXport near
4-5th of the whole.

. Has this export increafed of late, or diminifhed ?

A, Ithas dimin:fhed in fome degree.

Q. To what caufe do you impute this diminution

A. The principal caufe was owing to a law pafled in
Ireland in the year 1782, enafting, “That from the
month of June in that year, no porter fhould be fold
higher than 3} 4. per quart,” though the retail price of
‘Englith porter was known to be at 44. per quart, by
which the retailers profit was reduced 10+ 8 4. per hogf-
head. This law was much refifted by the Irith; and
proved, as we are informed, in fome degree ineffectual,
The law was made to continue for three years, and will
expire next midfummer.— Another caufe was, that they
altered their duties in the laft Seflion of Parliament upon
Beer, and thereby impoled an additional duty of 5. per
hogfhead; and by this, and other duties, they equalized
the duty on'Englith Beer imported to their own inland
excife on'beer. ~ This law is, we apprehend an annual
law.

Q. “What is the ch rge of carrying an Englith barrel
of porter from hence to Ireland ?

"A. The charges from hence, confifting of freight,
infurance, and merchants cemmifflion, amount to about

4. per
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4 5. per barrel, or about 18 per cent. exclufive of the
drawback.

Q. Isthere any, or what drawback of the duties on
beer exported to Ireland ?

A. We receive a drawback of the whole duty of 8§ .
per barrel on beer; and occafionally a bounty of 1. per
barrel, when the price of barley is at or nnz:r 24 5. per
quarter. )

). Have you any allowance for the duty on malt
made ufe of in the Beer exported to Ireland?

A. We have no allowance, but there remains a duty
of 6s5. 64. per quarter on all fuch malt; whilft malt ex-
ported to Ireland pays no duty, and even receives =z
bounty of 2s5. 64. per quacter, when the price of barley
is under 22s. per quarter: this bounty is equal to the
whole charge of freight of maltto Ireland, and thereby
affords the Irifh brewer a net profit of 65. 64. per quar-
ter, or £. 20 per cent. on Englith malt ufed in Ireland,
compared with the London price: and this may make a
difference of about 25, 6 4.-per barrel on beer.—There is
a difference in the Englifh and Irifh barrels ; the Irith is
of 32 gallons, and the kinglifh of 36 gallons. '

~ What advantage has the Irifh brewer by the draw-
back on hops exported from hence to Ireland ?

A. The Irifh brewer has a drawback of the whole
duty pad here, being one penny per pound, with three
§ per cents, upon-it.

- Q. Whar advantage does that give him on the beer
brewed there ¢ '

A. Thequantity of hops is in general in proportion
to the time' the Beer is intended to be kept: Itis on this
account impofiible precifely to anfwer that queftion; but
thev certainly have an advantage.

Q: - When the price of barley in this country is under
225. per quarter, {o as to receive a bounty upon export,
do you find that your export of beer to Ireland dimi-
nifhes ?

A. Wedo not find that it makes any alteration in the
demand for Ireland.

Q. If beer brewed in Ireland was allowed to be import-

ed into England, {ubject to duties equal to the excife du-
_ . ties
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ties payable on fuch beer brewed in England, would the
Englifh brewer have any reafon to apprehend a competi-
tion in the market of England?

A. From the prefent {tate of the brewry in both cougn
tries, we apprehend there would be no material competi-
tion, efpecially in the article of porter. But if fkilful
brewers thould remove from hence to Ireland, induced
from the prefent advantagesof procuring and manfa&ur-
ing Englith male and hops, free from thole duties paid by
the Englith brewers, as well as from the low price of la-
bour in Ireland, it is very probable a dangerous competi-
tion might in time arife, unlefs Irifh beer imported into
this country fhould not only pay our inland excife on
beer, but alfo a further duty, proportionable to the duties
paid in England on male and hops; on both of which,
the duties are drawn back on exportation to Ireland, and
even a bounty given on malt when barley is under 225,

OBSERVATION S.

The duty now payable on beer and ale imperted into
Ireland, is 4s5. 1d. per barrel of 32 gallons. Irifh beer
and ale imported into England, ought to be made {fubject
to aduty on the Englifh barrel equal to the foregoing,
‘and to the Excife duties on beer and ale, and on the ma-
terials ufed in making it; and duties fhould be 1mpofed
on Irifh beer or ale imported into Scorland, equal to the
foregoing Irifh duty, and to the Excife duties payable in
Scotland on beerand ale brewed in that country, and on
the materials ufed in making it there.

- It appears by the foregoing accounts of 1mports from
Great Britain'iato Ireland; that the quantity of beer and
ale imported from Great Britain into Ireland, has not,

during the Jaft four years, diminifhed; it was confider.
ably lefs inthe year 1780,

R FEP 0T,
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Mr. Thomas Byerley,
Examined.

Q. Are you a partner of Mr. Wedgwood’s ?

A. No; but the fole dire¢tor of Mr. Wedgwood’s
manufalture in town.

Is there any quantity of earthen ware or pottery
exported from Great Britain to Ireland ?

A. There are great quantities, principally of the ufe-
ful kind.

Q. Do you mean of the white ware or the Queen’s
WaLe ot .. L

A. » Principally of the Queen’s ware ; the white ware
1s 2 good deal out of ufe.

O. Has the exportation of earthen ware to Ireland in-
¢reafed of late, or dimmntfhed ?°

A. Icannot {peak of myown knowledge; but will
procu-e an anfiver, and an account of the caufe of fuch in-;
creafe, or diminution, as it may happen to be.

(). Has the export 6f Britifh earthen ware to foreign
countries increafed of late, or diminifthed ?

A. It has confiderably increafed within thefe two
vears, principally in the ufeful branches. 1 believe it has
increafed in all the earthen manufaétures of the kingdom,
as they make gieater quantities than before—1I am fure ic
has in our own.

O. Can you fay to what countries it has increafed ?

A. Principally to the Ports of the Mediterranean and
Spain ;—during the war, the freights were fo high it could
not be fent there. e

~ To what countries is jyour greateft exportation?

A. To Germany. | A ;

Q. Do you know that there are any potteries eltablifh-
ed in Ireland?

A. I never heard of any in Ireland till yefterday, when
a dealer in earthen ware told me they did make fome
carthen ware there. Q Is
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Is it not the cheapnefs of fuel one of the moft ef-
fential circumftancies towards carrying on the pottery ?

A. Itis one of the moft effential.

Q. Is there any marerial furnithed from this country
effential for carrying on the pottery, wh:ch cannot fo well
be got in any foreign country, particularly in Ireland ?

A. The eflential articles are pipe clay and flints. |
never heard they had any pipe clay in Ireland; but we
now import flint ftones from thence,

To what caufe do you impute the fuperiority that
England has of late years obtained over every other
country in Europe, in her potteries;—to the advantages
arifing from cheapnefs of fuel, or to the cheapnefs or ex-
cellence of materials, or to fkil] ?

A. 1 apprehend it cannot be folely owing to the
cheapnefs of fuel, nor to the cheapnefs or excellence of
the material, though thefe are certainly important arti-
cles: I impute it principally to fkill. We bring feverl of
the materials, at great expence, to Newcaftle-under-Line,
where our manufacures flourith fo much.

Q. What are the duties and charges upon earthen
ware exported to Ireland ?

A. Five per cent. in carrying it from our potteries to
Liverpool, and putting it on {hip-board ; to this muft be
added freight, infurance, port charges, landing in Ire.
land, and the duty there,

If the pottery or earthen ware of Ireland was allow-
ed to beimported into Great Britain, fubjet to the fame
duties as are paid on the like wares imported into Ireland
from hence, do you think that the Bricith potteries would
bave any reafon to.apprehend a competition ?

A. I hope I fhall be excufed aniwering that queftion.

Mr. Fofia Wedgwood,
Potter to Her Majefty ; de-
legated by the Potters of
Staffordfbire, to fpeak in
their Names, as well ashis
own.
On the fame Head ;
H Fxamined.
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Examined. |

Q. Is there any quantity of earthen ware or pottery
exported from Great Britain into Ireland ? P,

A. 'There are great quantities, principally of the ufe-
ful kind.

Has the exportation of earthen ware to Ireland in-
creaied of late, or diminifhed ?

A. It has increafed very much.

What are the charges of {fending earthen ware to
Ireland ?

A. About 71 per cent. upon the value of common
ufeful ware, from our potteries to Liverpool; and freight
from liverpool to Ireland nearly the fame,

Q. At whatdo you eftimate the duty in Ireland upon
earthrn ware imported from Great Buitain, according to
the real value of fuch earthen ware ?

A. Theduty is 15 per cent. upon the value, two 5
per cents. upon that L5 per cept. and one § per cent.
upon the two § per ceats: this, together with the port
charges and Cultom Houfe fees, we eftimate at nearly 20
per cent. upon the value of fuch earthen ware. This in-
formation I received from the perfon who has the largeft
concern in fending earthen ware from the pottereis in
Staffordfhire into Ireland.

. Q.. Has the export of Britifh earthen ware to foreign
countries of late, increafed or diminifhed ?

A. It has Jately greatly increafed, notwithftanding the
duties and  prohibitions laid on it in foreign countries ;
and making its way into Turkey,  for the ufe of Turkifh
families, and into other new markets,

Q. Do you know whether any potteries are eftablithed
in Ireland 2

A. They have none of any confequence: In the year
1784, a pottery was begun at Dublin, in imitation of our
Queen’s ware.. They procured workmen from the pot-
teriesin Staffordthire, and patterns from Mr. Wedgwood’s
watehoufe in Dublin: the Dublin fociety took this pot-
tery under their patronage, giving, £.150. for the firft
table fervice made of ity and a premium of one-third on
the value of all goods made 'there. The undertaking,

however, was fcon given up; but from recent circum-
ftanccs

2 T
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ftances, there is reafon to believe, that it will be revived
again, efpecially as they have been fo fuccesful n rivalling
this country in manufacturing of Glafs, having now nine
flourithing Glafs Houfes, every one of which has beep in-
troduced and eftablithed fince the duty laid here upon
lafs. :
y Q: Have the Irith materials neceflary for eftablifh-
ing potteries, or can they eafily procure them ? :

A. They have, as I believe, moft of the materials for
that purpofe.

Q. To what do you particularly impute the prefent
fuperiority of the Britith earthen ware.

A. The revolution in our favour was brought about
by the invention of feveral new fpecies of earthen ware,
never made before in this or any other country ; and has
been greatly promoted fince, by the fkill and ingenuity of
thofe concerned in this bufinefs, co-operating with the
cheapnefs and exceilence of the ufeful forts; and by the
e€ncouragement received fince the year 1763, from the
patronage of their majefties and the public. ,

Q. If the pottery or earthen ware that may be made in
Ireland was allowed to be. imported into Great Britain,
fubject to the fame duties as are paid on the like wares im-
ported from hence into Ireland ; do you think the Britifh
potteries would have any reafon to apprehend a competi-
tion.

A. I certainly ayprehend, that there might be danger
of a competition in time, in their own and every foreign
market. I fhould think we were fafer if earthen ware was
allowed to be imported free of all duties into both couna
tries; becaufe the Irith would not have then fo much en-
couragement to begin to fet up potterics, or to eftablifh
them to any extent, |

Q. Should you, in the cafe ftated in the latt queftion,
have reafon to apprehend a competition in the Britifh
marker?

A. Ifthe Irifh potteries fhould once be eftablithed to
an cxtent, it is probable they may invent fomething new,
which we are not in poffefion of; and in that, and in
other cafes which cannot now be forefeen, they may fend
their carthen ware to this market.

Q. Should

T PRI . P i £ i Ehiidinte fit . S e
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Q. Should you, in fuch cafe, have reafons to appre~
hend a competition, in the fale of the ufeful ware, inthe
Britith markets? g

A. 1 fhould apprehend we fhould have leaft to fear in
the fale of the cheaper articles; perhaps nothing at all in
the ufeful : if they fhould invent an thing, we fhould
have reafon to apprehend a competition ?

Q.  Are not the fkill and ingenuity which our manu-
facturers already poffefs, great advantage in our favour ?

A: They are very grate advantages, and would be
ftill greater, if they were not fo liable to be carried, along
with our workmen, inte our own.

Mr. Wedgwood tranfmitted to the Committee the an-
fwer to the following queftion, which he could not
take upon himfelf to anfwer, till he had confulted
the manufacturers in Staffordthire. |

What is the proportion of earthen ware exported
from Great Britain to foreign parts, including Ireland,
compared to the whole of the manufacture ?

A. From the beft information I can obtain, ata ge-
neral meeting of the potters, a proportion not lefs than
five-fixths of the whole of our manufacture of earthen
ware is exported to foreign parts, including Ireland under
defcription. — The manufacturers were at this meetting
unanimous in ‘opinion, that it is not lefs than five-fixths,
but fome thoughtit to be much more; I was afraid of
over-rating this export when the queftion was afked me,
and my bufinefs being fo much in the retail line, in ferv-
ing Englith families, I could not be fo competent a judge
of it as thofe potters who are more in the export bufinefs;
but I am convinced I under-rated it much, and upon ex-
amining my- own books, nothwithftanding the proportion
of my home confumption is fo much greater than that of
the other potters, I find that the goods I fell for exporta-
tion exceeded thofe for home confumption in the propor-
of 100 to 48.

OBSER-
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OBSERVATIONS.

The duty on earthen ware imported from Great
Britain into Ireland, as ftated in the foreign account
of imports into that kingdom, is L. 15, 15. for ever
£. 100 value.—By the fame account it appears, that there
was a general increafe of the importation of earthen
ware inio Ireland from this kingdom, during the years
1781, 1782, and 1783, which has declined in the year
1784.

SOAP and CANDLES,

Jobn Lees, Efgiure,
the Accountant General,

and one of the Surveyors
of Excife;

Examined,

Q. Isit fuppofed, that any confiderable quantitics
of foap and candles are clandeftinly imported from
Ireland into Great Britain?

A. It is fuppofed, that confiderable quantities are;
particularly into Briftol and its neighbourhood and the
Welth coaft,

. What are the excife duties on foap, candles,
and ftarch ?

A. The excife on hard foap are 214, per 1b.; on

foft foap, 12 per lb.; on farch, 3d. perlb. and 15 per
cent. which, together, amount to about 3: per lb.
On candles—tallow candles, 1id. per 1b. no per cent.
—on ‘wax and fpermaceti, 3d. per Ib. and 15 per cent.;
which, in the whole, amounts to nearly 3id, perlb.

Mefirs,
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Meflrs. George and Fefley Ruff-l; -

hard and foft foap makers, -
Sofcph Fry, of Briftol, ' :
foap maker and tallow. chandler,

Whitchurch and Skinney,
foap makers ; and.

Sdmuel Vere and Nathaniel Child,
tallow chandlers ;

Upen the fame head.

L

Is there any great quantity of tallow importéd

from Ireland into this country ?

A. Certainly, great quantiticS every year, and par-
ticularly to Briftol, Liverpool, ‘and Lancafter; very
little to.the port of London; the import of tallow there

is chiefly from Ruffia. |
Q. Do we export to Ireland foap and candles?

A. None.
Is there any import of foap and candles from .

Ireland into Great Britain ? .

A. None that ‘pays duty; but great quantities are
certainly {muggled into all the weftern counties of Eng-
jand and Wales; and from thence, by inland navigation
into other countries.

If Irith foap and candles were to be ‘made fub-
je& to the fame duties upon importation into Great
Britain, as foap-and candles manufactured in Great
Britain pay at prefent and thofe duties were ftrictly
colleted; fhould you have any reafon to apprehend a
competition in the market of Great Britain ? . |
. A. With refpect to hard toap, we fhould kave no
reafon to apprehend a competition, if the manufactures
of thetwo countries were put on an equal footing in
all refpécts; we bave no objection, therefore, to equal
duties upon importation of fuch foap.—But the Irifh
Have a duty of 15. 6d. per €wt. on their tallow exported,
to which their manufacture of courfe will not be fubject.
“RNe have alfo a duty of §s. 24 per Cwt. on barilla,
&hich the Irith do not pay, for they import it duty

free, as an artiole ufed in bleaching their linen,—It is
true,
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true, that in the country, wood afhes are fometimes
uled inftead of barilla; but then the duty on the fea
falt, neceflarily ufed with fuch athes, is equal to the
duty on barilla (when employed) and the Irith pay
but a very finall duty on fea falt ufed in this manfac-
ture.—We import alflo from other countries, and par-
ticularly from Ireland, great quantities of kelp, ‘which
is a neceflary ingredient in the foap manufalture ;
and on this we pay, when imported from Ireland, a
duty of about 16s. 64. per ton; to which likewife the
Irifh manufaturer cannot be liable. If we import it
from other countries, we pay full, a higher duty, It
1s true, however, thata great quantity of kelp is made
in Great Britain, particularly in Scotlandy, which pays no
duty. The Irith alfo have Britith coal upon a lower
duty than is paid here, when it is Water borne to any
part of Great Britian, particularly to London. Al thefe
charges we confider as equal to an additional duty of
at leaft 2s5. 6d. per Cwt. upon hard foap.—When ‘it is
made of olive aill, which the fort’ ufed in the woollen
manufacture principally is, the duty is ftill heavier, and
will add another 75. per Cwes in favour of the Irith,
if they pay no duty on olive 0il—If therefore thefe bur-
thens are to remain on our trade, we do apprehend a
competition ?

With regard to foft foap; none that we know of is ma-
nufactured in Ireland (they import it from Holland ;)
but if there fhould hereafter be any manufa@urad there,
the Irifh would have an advanrage in the price of pot and
pearl afhes, as wepay a duty of 1. 6. per barrel, or §4,
per cwt. on thofe articles, which they impor: duty free ;
and if olive oil fhould be ufed, it will be a further burthen
~ upon us.

Mr, Nathaniel Child and Mr. Samuel Vere, Tallow
Chandlers, again attending, the queftion before
putto them being repeated, as far as the fame re-
fpects Candles; viz.

Q. If. Irith candles were to be made’ ubje®t to the
fame duties upon mmportation into Grear Britain, as can-
dles. manufactured in Great Britain pay at prefent, and
thefe duties were flrictly collected 3 thould you have any

-

reafon
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reafon to apprehend a competition in the market of Great
Britain ? |

A. We think we fhould have .reafon to apprehend a
competition, unlefs fuch an additional duty was laid on
the Irith manufacture of candles on importation into
Great Britain, as will counterbalance the difadvantage the
Englih manufacturer will in fuch cafe labour under, viz.
‘The Englilh manufadturerpays his duty at the time of
making his candles, which is generally fix months previous
to the fale of them: The Irifh will pay it only on impor-
tation ; and this difadvantage we eftimate at a halfpenny
dozen, or £. 2 % per cent.—the difference in wages is 2 3d.
per doz. upon the whole 31 per dozen.

. Are the Irifh candles as well manufactured as ours ?

A. Not in general—they make very good mould
candles for the fupply of Dublin and Cork.

O. Has the trade from hence in candles and foap to
North America and the Weft Indies increafed of late, or
diminifhed ?

A. Tt has certainly very much decreafed fince the
compaét in 1778, in both articles.

Q. To what caufes do you impute this decreafe?

A. We impute it to the pofleffion the Irifh have
now got of that trade—we export but very few candles
now to the Weft Indies. |

OBSERVATIONS.

The duty on tallow candles imported into Ireland from
Great Britain, is not mentioned in the foregoing account
of imports ; but from Eaton’s book of rates, it appears
to be nearly one half penny per 1b.—The duty on foap
appears, by the foregoing account on importation from
Great Britain into Ireland, to be g9s. 5 4.} the hundred
weight. Thefe duties ought to be added to our excifeduties
on foapand candles.—There can be no pretence to infifton
the Irith taking off any duty they may have impofed on
their tallow, when exported ; they have a right to a pre-
ference in the manufacture of their own raw materials.—

The duty on kelp, except of Erance, is the fame from
' ' Ireland
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Ireland as from any other country. Pot and pearl afhes,
from the Britith Colonies, and from the United States of
America (ffom whence large quantities are imported)
are at prefent duty free.

The export of candles and foap from Ireland to Ame-
rica, according to the account of Irifh exports. to. Ame-
rica, appears to be a very increafing trade. The export
of {foap and candles to foreign countries is confiderable,
but does not appear to have varied much in_the laft
feven years,

- The,Committee having thus laid before your Majefty,
the information they have received ; and having ftated
fuch obfervations as appeared to them to be neceflary, for
the purpofe of explaining the accounts, and pointing out
any miftakes in the evidence given ; it is their duty now,
in obedience to your Macjefty’s commands, to offer their
opinion on the firft queftion referred to them ;. that 1§, —s
On the propriety of reducing the duties'payable in Great
Britain on the importation of goods, the growth and ma-
nufacture of Ireland, to the fame rate as the duties pay-
able in Ireland, on the importation of the like goods,
the growth and manufatture of Great Britain.—And the
Committtee think it right to begin by obferving, that
fince the conftitution of Ireland has been put on its pre-
fent footing, it is not probable that the people of that
kingdom will reft fatisfied with the fame {yftem of com-
merce that fubfifted before that alteration was made ; for
though the parliament.of Ireland, in their laft {eflion, re-
jected  the duties that were propofed = for the
protection of their. woollen manufa&ures, they 1m-
pofed duties on four_other articles of Britith commerce 5
viz. on refined fugar, on beer, wire, and painted callicoes ;
for the exprefs purpofe of encouraging their trade in thefe
feveral articles,

_ And it appears, that the Two Houfes of Parliament.of
Great Britain,.were of opinion, that in confequence of

the change made in the Irifh conftitution, fome new ar-
rangement, would be neceflary :—For, on the 17th of

M{l{ 1782, after having refolved, that an a& made in the
fixth year of the reign of his late Majefty King George
the Firft, intituled ¢ An A& for the better fecuring t;xe
| 1 o OB
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* dependency of the Kingdom of Ireland, upon the

¢« Crown of Great Britain,” ought te be repealed 5 they__

came immediately to the followmg refolution.

¢« R ESOL V-ED,

¢¢ That it is indifpenfible to the interefts and happinefs
“ of both kingdoms, that the condection between them
¢ fhould be eftablifhed by mutual confent, upon a folid
¢ and permanent bafis.”

The prefent queftion is not therefore, whether the fy-
ftem of commerce, on which your Majefty has required
the opinion of the Committee, 1s better or worfe than
that which exifted before the change made in the Irifh
conftitution ; but, whether 1t is better or worfe than that,

which, if fome agreement 1s not'made, is likely now to

take place.

It appears to the Committee, that in arranging the
commercial intercourfe in future between the two king-
doms, there are but three plans, that can pofﬁbly be
adopted.

Fll‘ﬂ' That the ports of each kingdom fhould be open
to goods, the growth and manufacture of the other, free
from all duties, except thofe of excife, and other inter-
nal duties.

As there are certainly articles of commerce; in which

each country hasadecided advantage, it is probable that '

fuch a plan would occafion the ruin of many of your
Majeity’s fubjects in Great Britain and Ireland, and intro-
duce an immediate convulfion in the commerce of the

two kindoms.
The Second plan 1s, that each kingdom fhould for the

- future preceed in making fuch regulations, and impofing

uch duties on the importation of ooods the growth or ma-
nufafture of he other, as their refpe&we legiflatures fhall,
in their wifdom, think neceffary for the prote&lon and im-

rovement oftheir own commerce. Thisplan, which will
probably be followed, if fome agreement is not made,
will be the fource of perpetual diffentions—will neceffa-

rily tend to feparate each country farther from the orhe(:}-,
an

e
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and, in a courfe of years, will place them, in their com-
mercial relation to each other, in the ftate of foreign
countries.

The Third plan is; That the two kingdoms agree on
certain moderate duties, to be impofed on the importa-
tion of goods, the growth and manufacture of the other ;
fuch as will fecure a due preference in the home market,
to the like articles of its own growth and manufacture ;
and yet leave to the fifter kingdom, advantages, though
not equal to its own, yet fuperior to thofe granted to any
foreign country.—The duties now pavable on Britith
goods imported into Ireland, {feem, by their moderation,
as well adpated to anfwer this purpofe, as any that could
be devifed; but to make this fyftem complete, there
fhould be added proper regulations with refpeé to boun-
ties in future, and with refpeét to the duties on raw ma-
terials, imported into each kingdom. '

It is, in the judgment of the Committee, a great re-
commendation of this plan, that if it fhould now be car-
ried into execution, and become the {fyftem, to which
both countries fhall be bound hereafier to conform, it
will fecure them in future from thofe unpleafant contefts,
to which, in purfuic of their refpetive interefts, they
may otherwife be expofed; and your Majefty, as fove-
reign of the two kingdoms, will be relieved from the dif-
agreeable fituation of having laws prefented to you, by
their refpective Houfes of Parliament, for your royal af-
fent, which, though beneficial to one of your kingdoms,
may in their operation be highly detrimental to the inte-
refts of the other. .

The Committee humbly take leave to refer your Ma-
jefty to the information given by the merchants and ma-
nufacturers for what relates to the particular branches of
commerce, in which they are refpetively engaged, and
to the obfefvations made thereon. They think it right
however in general to obferve, that the duties intended to
be impofed, ‘according to the propofed plan, on the im-
portaton“into Great Britain of goods, the growth and
manufacture of Ireland, appear to them to be a fufficient
preference in the home market, which is the only object
at prefent to be confidered ; for Ireland as well as Great

Britain
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Britain has already a right to fupply its own market, and
the markets of foreign countries, with any goods of'its
growth and manufa&ture, fubject only to fuch duties.and

reftriions as its own legiflature fhall think proper to

impofe. - &
" The duties impofed by this plan on woollen goods im-
ported from Ireland, will be lower than thefe.on any
other article of Irith growth or manufacture, being about
fix-pence per yard on old drapery, and two.pence on
new ; which is, on an average, not more than five per
cent. and yet the merchants and manufaéturers in this
branch of commerce, whom the Committee have examined,
appear by their evidence to have very little apprehenfion
of a competition. The duties on the importation of all
other goods of the growth and manufatture of Ireland
into this kingdem, will, according.to the propofed plan,
be at leaft /. 10 per cent. and ondome articles confider-
ably more, which, with the charge of frieght, infurance,
commiflion, and port charges, -will, in the judgment of
the Committee, be amply fufficient to fecure a due pre-
ference to the fubjeéts of Great Britain in their own mar-
ket ; efpecially if we add, to what has been already men-
tioned, the {kill of eftablifhed manufaures, and the ad-
vantages arifing from long credit and great capitals. And
it ought to be confidered, that if the Irifh fhould be able
to extend their trade in fome branches of manutfalture,
which will probably at firft be of the inferior kinds,
where labour rather than {kill is required, the Britith tra-
der will in return have his advantage in the fuperior ar-
ticles of manufacture ; for which, by his fkill and expe-
rience he may be better qualified ; which advantage the
propofed plan will fecure to him againft non-importation
agreements, or any new laws that might be otherwife
made to his detriment. And as the people of Ireland in-
creale in“wealth, in confequence of the extenfion thus

iven to their commerce, the {ubjets of Great Britain
will neceflarily derive advantages from it, by the larger
{ale ‘of thofe cammodities in which they particularly
excel.

The Committee have al{o taken into confideration the

fecond queftion referred to them by your Majefty, viz,
| — What

R ——



—What preferences are now given to the importation of
‘any article, the growth, prodl_lc;:,_ or manufaéture of Ire-
land, by any duty on prohibition on the importation,
ufe, or fale of the like articles from foreign parts ; and
how far it may be the intereft of Great Britain in fut
continue or to alter the {fame.

For their information on this head, the Committee
called for the two following accounts, which have beep
prefented to them by the Commiffioners of your Majefty’s
Cuftoms in England.

On confidering the feveral articles of Irifh growth and
manufacture, to which, according to the foregoing ac-
counts, preferences are given, it does not appear to the
Committee that there is any reafon at prefent for altering
the fame : According to the true principle of reciprocity,
the Irith ought to grant the fame bounty on Britith linen
exported from Ireland, as is now paid on Irith linemeex.
ported from Great Britain. It would be Very inconve-
nient, and even detrimental to the commerce of Great Bri-
tain, inits intercourfe with foreign nations, to fay, that
thefe preferences thould at no time, and in no refpe& be
altered ;. but the Committee are of opinion, that fome
fufficient preference thould always be given to the forepo-
ing articles, being the growth or manufatture of Ireland,
on their importation, wle, or{ale in Great Brirain,

urc to
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An ACCOUNT of Articles, of the Growth, Pro-
duce, or Manufatture of Ireland, which, .on E;por-
tation from hence, have Preferences abovc thofe be-
ing the Growth or Manufacture of Foreign Countries.

idle

Linen the Manufaéture of Ireland, which fhall be ex-'
ported from Great Britain to Afrtca America, Spain,
Portugal, Gibraltar, the Ifland of Mmorca or the Eaft
Indies.

Bounty.
For every Yard of Linen of the Breadth of
25 Inches, or more, and under Value of
5d. per Yard — —_ — —3
Of the Value of 5d. and under the Value
of 6d. per Yard - — —_ e— =1
Of the Value of 6d.~and under the Value

of 1s. 6d. per Yard — e T

Cuftom Houfe, London,
3d Feb, 178¢.
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OUN T of fuch Articles, the Produce or | as are favouréd in the Duties on Importation from thence.
DUTIES, being the Produce of
Ireland. | | France. O;h;:r Pty
Q urope.
; = Bl ——| Free 24 3Ll
LA PR gl ——| Free Prohibited | Prohibited
: e | BRC T 15 4 [ g ; B L 3
aw or undreffed—the Skin —_— ——] Free t— — 7 | ~— == 2 [Free from the Britifh Colonies in Americas
e ——| Free Prohibited | Prohibited
age, or Rope, tarred or untarred, — the Cwt. g Free T3/ 11| el g
L or wrought — the Cwt. S —" Free I——1'5.4 6
orundreifed — the Cwe. L — e W0l 0L - 100 ifiniiisl 8
Jimpoited dire@tly from Ireland, ; \ ;
€ 24th June 1779, and 24th June 1786 — is allowed a Bou
en the{ 24th June 1786, and 24th June 1793 — is allowed a Bo
' 24th June 1793, and 24th June 1800 —  is all wed a Bou
nd Flax, and all Manufa&tures thereof, made in Ireland, and imy anvas or
loth on which thé Bounties refpectively have been allowed on Expol cks and Free
Lawns, {0 long as French Cambricks and Lawns are permitted to be
Manufactures of Hemp or Flax not of Ireland; the Duti ; ;
M = the 120 Ells — = ——1 Free 4 17 LU 8
the 120 Ells — —_ ~———| Free 3 5 Al 3
#=il, the 120 Ells — —_— ——| Free 3 -2 LS
~— thcr20Ells — —_— ———  Free 2 3 6= 18 ¢
" Linen, plain, under 36 Inches in Width—for every£.100 of the rated, according { .
0 the Value, upon the Oath of the Importer L — B —_— 81 11 8 ) 30 14 12
. If above 36 Inches in Width—more for every Ell — i —— 3| == 3
" And if any Linens are printed, painted, ftained, or died, a furrher D Value and N
. Price here in London, without any Abatement for Duties—is payabl —33 — — b3 —— |33 ——
@ﬂl{i Articles—for every £.100 of the Rate or Value SR e 7 ), O
' undrefled ; viz.
Hides — the Hide Wi L — ——1\  Free =~ 1 11 | — — 8 |Free from the Br'tifh Colonies in Americay
1, and all other Hides (except Horfe, Mare, and Gelding) for every /] — | \Free 1y — — | 27 10 —
orfes and Mares, the Horfe or Mare phet, s S 0% 7 710 —| 218~
rought, the Ton T g meof U Lo gl o 79 | 2 16 1 |Freefrom the Britifh Colonies.
t or hammered into Rods, and Iron drawn or hammered lefs than 3ths =4 S rs g | g,
ar—the Laft containing 12 Barrels Ve ——| — I — i1 18 6|— 12 g4 [FromanyPlacefubje& totheCrownof Great
izl i T { " —— Free Prohibited | Prohibited Britain, the fame Duty as from Ireland.
d '——‘ti‘leg‘”t ETT 4 e lmepd £ A || T R B8 Y
ards, +— the Cwt I —— e — 10 L< (ST RISy o il
d, and all other Seed commonly ufed for the Purpofe of extralting Oil th 7 10 per 3 e o Fl%tg::izilizef?::ieg::; }:: g::agfﬁliat
Laft, the Quarter P —— 1t 1|18 8| —13 2
! . All other Seeds as above, the Quarter ——| — 1 1 |Accordingto|Accordingto
g therefpective/therefpeétive|
} i Species. Species.
gﬁz‘;ﬁg :;"al::suxrx::f: ﬁgg Rape Seed, commonly;_ u’feir Manure, for every ;C‘{ —|  Free . }27 e
\ 8 B ¢ f ~——{Freeuntil rft| Free Free
; June 1786, uénl 2oth of June 5785,
and from |atd from thence to the
; thence to the/End of the then next Sef-|
b End of thelfion of Parliament.
3 : ! tshen next Note, 'Wood, unmanufactured, may beim=
8Wood. e , 3 - Seffion of orted form any Part of America,
ol an ok & Rl T i of the[Parliament, Eing:he Growththereofy in Bric
Yarn,  Cable Yarn, theCwr. . 4 — 22 — — tifh Ships, Free, -
Co% *nn,;thhol’:wf:d‘?? e ' -—.J ——| Free 3
Irifh Yarn N 3 OB} m, ~——|  Free
 Woollen or Bay Yarn, theCwt W, el Free | Pl
s Gy o B ¢ B R SadE ik ) N Free L BAED W e AR
s and Frewen’s Buok of Rates, Page 373, is a Lift o T e LR §
3 rohibited to be imported for Sale, except made and v
6 Jreland —to which ad4 Flannel
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To the PUBLTIC B

S: the Political Tranfa&ions of this

Country are Matters which concern
every Individual, a faithful Recital of them
muft afford particular Satisfadion. = To
effe@® this defirable Purpofe, has been
the Obje& of the prefent Printer of The
GENERAL ADVERTISER; ‘and he
Trufts, that the Accounts of the Parlizmern-
tary Debates, and of fuch State Papers as
are laid before the Houfe, are given in the
Paper he Publifhes, with the ftricteft Im-
partiality, and the moft fedulous Attention
to Truth. The Commercial Concerns of the
Public, the Bufinefs of the T beatres, and
whatever happens worth Recital, Domeflic
and Foreign, with a faithful Detail of all
that paffes in both Houfes of the Irifh Par-
liament, are alfo given in The GENERAL
ADVERTISER, which is publifhed at an
early Hour every morning; by J- ALmon,
at No. 183, Fleet-ftreet :—where he alfo
carries on the Printing Bufinefs, in all its

Branches; on the cheapeft Terms, and in the
moft expeditious Manner. !
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