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I. U pon the P r o p r i e t y  o f  reducing the Duties payable in
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A t the Council Chamber, Whitehall, the 
i ft Day of March, 1785.

By the Right honourable the Lords of  the Committee 
o f  Council, appointed for the Confideration o f  all 
mattrs relating to Trade and Foreign Plantations.

Y O U R  Majefty having been pleafed, by your order 
in Council, o f  the 14th of  January laft, to fignify 

your Royal Pleafure to this Committee, that they fliould 
confider and report upon the propriety o f  reducing the 
duties payable in Great Britain on the importation o f  
goods, the growth and manufacture o f  Ireland, to the 
iame rate as the duties payable in Ireland on the impor­
tation o f  the like goods, the growth and manufafture of  
Great Britain; and that they fhould alfo confider and report 
what preferences are now given to the importation o f  
any article, the growth, produce, or manufadure o f  
Ireland, by any duty or prohibition on the importation, 
ufe or fale o f  the like articles from foreign parts; and 
how far it may be the intereft o f  Great Britain in future 
to continue or alter the fame.

T h e  Committee have taken this extenfive fubjeft un­
der their confideration; and they firft called for the ac­
counts neceffary for their information, that they might 
fee in what articles o f  growth and manufacture the trade 
between the two kingdoms was carried on, and to what 
amount in each refpeitive article.— U pon examining 
the accounts of exports and imports, as flated by the 
proper officers o f  the cuftoms in each kingdom, the/ 
found the molt material difference, not only in the total 
valuations by which the real balance o f  the trade be­
tween the two countries could alone be afcertained ; but 
alfo very great differences in the quantities o f  the fe- 
veral fpecific articles, ftated as imported from Ireland 
into Great Britain. It is true, that Great Britain and 
Ireland make up their annual accounts to different 
periods in each year; viz. Great Britain to the 5th o f  
January in each year, and Ireland to the 25th o f  March; 
but this circumftance is not fufficient, in the judgement 
of the Committee, to reconcile the very great difference, 
as well in the totals o f  each year, as in the quantities o f  
fome of the articles ftated in the accounts.'— If the com­

mittee
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mittee are to rely on the accounts ftated in Ireland, the
balance o f  trade between Great Britain and Ireland is 
much againft Great Britain If, on the contrary, they 
are to rely on the accounts o f  the Britifh Cuftom Houfe, 
the balance o f  trade between the two kingdoms is great­
ly againft Ireland;—  and yet it is fingular, that in the

- moft capital articles o f  Iriih export, it appears, by the 
Britifh accounts, that more has been imported from 
Ireland into England, than appears by the Iriih accounts 
to have been exported from thence to Great Britain.—  
T hus,in  the p er io d 2 5 th M a rch i;8 2 ,t0 2 5 th  March 1783, 
it is ilated by the Iriih accounts, that n ^ o ^ C w t .  2qrs. 
i 4 b l . o f  butter only were exported from thence to Great 
Britain ; and by the accounts o f  the Engliih Cuftoms it 
apappears, that from the 5th ofjjanuary 1782,10 the 5th 
o f  January 1783, I45,6i2cw t. 7lb. were imported from 
Ireland into England only. It alfo appears by the E n ­
gliih accounts, that in the fame period^ 45*995 barrels 
o f  pork, and 4 i ,c4 4cw t.  241b. o f  tallow were imported 
into England; and by the Iriih accounts 44,408 barrels 
o f  pork, and 3i,667cwt. 2 i lb .  o f  tallow only, were 
exported from Ireland into Great Britain.

T h e  quantity or linen imported into England in the 
above period appears, by the Engliih accounts, to be 
near 1,000,000 o f  yards more than the quantity faid to 
be exported from Ireland into Great Britain, between the 
25th o f  March 1782, and 25th o f  March 1783.— A n d , 
exclufive o f  the articles above mentioned, many others 
are totally omiited in the Iriih accounts o f  exports to 
Great Britain, or appear to be much lefs in quantity 
than the imports into England -, fo that i f  the C o m ­
mittee are to rely on the truth o f  the Engliih accounts, 
with relpect to the import o f  the foregoing articles, the 
general balance o f  the trade between Great Britain and 
Ireland, would be much greater againft Great Britain, 
than it is ftated to be in the Iriih accounts ; though, as 
before mentioned, upon the total o f  the Britiih account, 
the balance appears to be confiderably againft Ireland.—  
It is true, that the Committee have not yet been able to 
procure complete accounts o f  the trade between Ire­
land and Scotland ; but it is not probable that any thing 
would appear from thofe accounts, fufficient to reconcile 
the great contradictions before mentioned.

It
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It is further true, that many articles o f  import and 

export, in the accounts of England, Scotland, and Ireland 
are all differently rated: Thus in England, linen,M u c h  
is by far the capital article imported from Ireland, is rated 
at from ^d. to gd. per yard; in Scotland, at from 8d. to 
3s. 6d. per yard; and in Ireland, the whole is rated is. 
4cl. which makes a difference between the Englifli and 
Irifh accounts o f  near 50 per cent, againft Ireland; and 
in the Scotch accounts, a difference o f  near as much in 
favour of  Ireland.

T h e  article o f  butter, is alfo rated near 30 per cent.
lower in England than in Ireland ; being at 40s. per cwt.*
in the latter, and only 27s. 6d. in the former._Hides
tanned, are rated at 37s. 9d. in the Irifh accounts; and
untanned at 26s. çd. And in the Engliih accounts, the
firft are only rated at from 8s. to 10s. and the laft at 
from 6s. to 9s.

1 he article o f  worfted, or bay yarn, is rated in Ireland 
at 30s. per ftone, and in England at 7s. 3d. only; and 
linen yarn, which is rated by the Ir:lh accounts at 61. per 
cwt. is by thole in England rated at only from 4I. 4 s. to 
5I. 12s. it a full inveftigation o f  this part o f  the fubieft 
was likely to reconcile the feveral accounts-, the time al- 
lowed the Committee is not iufficient for that purpofe • 
but this labour would be ufelefs, for it appears, by what 
has been before ftated, that the quantities o f  feveral ca­
pital articles exported from Ireland, and imported into
England, during a period nearly fnnilar, are in the two 
accounts widely different.

Under thefe difficulties, and for want of  fufficient time 
the Committee find themlelves obliged to leave this lub- 
jeft. But that your Majefty may be informe^ o f  the ar­
ticles that princ pally conftitute the trade between the 
two kingdoms ; they will here inlert the Irifh account 
ot there imports and exports, from and to Great Britain 
tor five years, ending the 25th March 1784;  bv which 
your Majelty will Ice, not only the articles in which the 
commerce between the two kingdoms confifts, but the 
quantities and value, and the duties now payable there­
on, as ftated by your Majefty’s officers o f  the Cuftoms 
in Ireland.

An
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A n  A C C O U N T  o f  the D U T I E S  payable on 
Goods, o f  the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture
o î  I R E L A N D ,  I m p o r t e d  from thence into

G  R  E A Ï - B  R  I ï A  I N .

d e n o m i n a t i o n .

Ale
■ Cuitoms.

Li-

and beiides 
Excife on A  

Apples —  —
Arms, prohibited without

cence.
Allies, viz.

Pot and Pearl Ailles —  
Weed, Wood, or Sope Ailles

Bacon —  Free. 
i2 i co. III.  ̂ Bark, when the Price 

CaP* 5°* will allow the im- 
H c V 1" :  J portation 
Beef —  Free.
Beer —  ”1

vCuftoms.
and befides J

Excile on Beer imported
Bladders —
Books, bound —

unbound —
Books, firft compofed and 

primed here, and re-print­
ed in Ireland, are prohi- 
bited.

Bottles, o f Glafs —  . —
Brafs Shruff —
Bricks —

D U T Y .

S'—  i i  —  the Ton

io  —  p r Ct on value
—  17 3 the Barrel of 32 G aik
—  2 3^y the Buihel

—  2 2  t80- the Cwt
------- 6 í J the Cw t

--------i -n2 the Cwt

—  T T —  the Ton11

27 10
—  l 7

—  I Q

—  8

_ pr O  on Value
3 the Barrel o f 32 Gall*
i ^  the Dozen
3 the Cw't.

—  6
—  13
—  7

x | j I  the Dozen
2 -*6 the Cwt
i 11 the 'I houfand

Bullion



D E N O M I N A T I O N .

'Bullion —
Bullocks and Cows 
Butter —

Free.
Free.
Free.

Candles, o f  Tallow —  —
muft be imported in 

Packages q* 224 lb. 
Nett.

Candles, o f W ax, white or yellow 
green —

muit be imported in 
Packages qt 224 lb. 
Nett.

Candlewick -—  —
Cotton Yarn is Duty-free. 

Cards, viz. Wool Cards 
Chalk —

Chocolate }  Proh>bited.
Chaifes —
Chariots —
Coaches —
Coals —

and befides —
and more, if  imported into 

London —
Copper, in Plates or Bricks —
Copper Ore * __
Cordage —«
Corn, viz.

when the Pricc will allow 
the Importation 

Barley —
Bere, or Bigg —
Beans —
Oats —
Peafe —
Rye )J  —
Wheat —
Wheat Flour, —

D U T Y .

£ . s. </.

12

7 the Pound 
5 to the Pound

27 10 —  p r C c on Value

—  2 2  the Doz. Pair 
27 10 —  pr O  on Value

97
21 10 — Do
27 10 — Bo
27 10 — Do

S 6 the Ton

— 3 3 T o the Ton
— 10 5 A the Cwt
— — . the Cwt
■ ■ 8 5 * the Cwt

_ 2 the Quar
— — Do
— — 3 2% Do
— — 2  t 4s Do
— — 3 A Do
— — 3 T tf Do
— — 6  T  'l Do
— — 2  A s  the Cwt

Drapery,
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D E N O M I N A T I O N .

Draper}, Manner o f  w oollen

Cloth —  —
Stuffs ot all Sorts, made oi, 

or mixed with Wool —  
Dying Stuffs, viz.

Allum —
Copperas —  Free
Orchal —  Free

Earthen Ware —

Fans, of Paper —
Feathers for 13eads —
Fiili, viz-

Freih —  Free
Flannel —
Flax, undreft —  Free
Fuitians, if not particularly rated

Glafs Ware —  —  —’
and befidcs, for every pound

W eight —  —
Glue —  —  ^
Gloves, prohibited 
Grocery

Refined Sugar >—  —
i 9 Geo. Ill 1 But Goods, of the
Cap. 48. j  Growth or Produc­

tion of Afia, Afri- 
ca, or America, in 
any degree manu- 
faótured, are pro­
hibited, unlei's ma­
nufactured in, and 
imported from, the 
place of their 
growth or Produce.

H a b e r d a f h e r v ,  v i z .
Gold and Silver '

Lace I-prohibited
Laces —
Needles —  —
Pins —  —
Thimbles —  —
Gold and Silver Thread pro-

1  f  /-k r \

D U T Y .

£• d.

1 1 7  4 | §  the Yard

—  5 6  the Yard

—  7 i  Ú  the Ct

41 i per C [ on Value

—  i  5 the Dozen
i 6 4 lo  the Owt

--------6 \% the Yard

27 10 —  per C to n  Value 

46 15 —  per Ct on Value

—  1 5  i-J the Pound
—  4 Cvvt

4 1 8  7 II  the Cwt

—  13 2 >> the Dozn Thou-
—  11 —  D° [fand

—  13 Do



---

d e n o m i n a t i o  n .

Hats, of Beaver Wool, or Hair 
Hides, raw and undreft,  ̂

except Horfe, Mare, 
or Geldin? * —

Hogs

•Free

Free
JIV FreeHogs Lard 

Hops -r, l . .
Horns, o f O x or Cow 
Horn Tips ___ .

i "' ~ rs J ’ r 
Jroii, nnwrought «__.
Iron Wares manufa&ured, not

particularly rated
Ivoiy, wrought, prohibited

Kelp -------

Lace, viz. , s __
Gold and Silver, prohibited!
Ihread-bone Lace ___ j

Lead, viz. «
Pigs -. ------
R e d ------- - ------
Sheet — ■- j
W h i t e ------
Ore -— _ 6*
Shot —  ___

Linen, *■■<> ~
Jrifli Linen, plain, 1 _ : 

with Certificate J ree 
Linfeed ------ Free.

4 * '"T A»

Millenery, o f  Silk, prohibited 
Mill Stones —__ _

Oakum ’  , __
Oil, viz. 4 •

Linfeed Oil ------ .-----.
•Train Oil, imported  ̂

in Ships belonging I 
to Great Britain or7 -, 
Ireland, and taken f  * ree 
by the Crew6 o i l  
iuch Ships. J 

O x Guts ___  1 J

-£• s- d*- 
~ 2 • 6 «c h

 ̂ 11 *x J-
- ■ u b::r. < t  -T/cy*"

<<T*> ;
•rf 9 i l  . .

i io  the ioo  J n 'I
-  6 i*  Do

- * — X* -*iT' h\k3
jo  • 9 \ % the Ton
J r  "  b>& aqeJl to îhsm 
H  3 il;tbe 'C iv.c

i  I # d .'-. ' I l J J T , ,

16 6 the T o n

tm?
•i : • .'-«a
vr

O

2 7  

• -7  

-•27-

17 7.i40 the D oz. YJ* ; -A
bsndirfo ?q 

10 —  pr Cent ou Value
3 8 t h e  C w t

10 —  p r C e a c on Value
4  4 ío  the C w t.  f 

T7 .7 A  .the T on
io  7— pr C en c. oa Value 

-----  Lv .

? 4  —  eacf*

—  * -2 ,s„  the Cwt 

24 4 —  per Ton

•j -•

27 10 —  per Cwt on Valu* 
&
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D E N O M I N A T I O N .

Painters Colours ------- ------
Pafte Boards —  ------

and beiides ------

Pi&ures, above 4 Feet Square
above 2, and under 4 
Feet D°
under 2 Feel Square 

Perk -------- F « e

Rabbits F u r — — — —
Rape Cakes, or Cakes 1 Fr * Q -

made o f  Rape Seed J 
Rape Seed, when the Price is at
i   ̂G e o .  I I I .  Í or above £ .12  10 the 
Ch. 34. j  Laft

Seed, viz.
Clover Seed —
Garden Seed —

Silk Manufaitures, and Ribbands 
prohibited 

Skins, viz*.
C a lf ,  undreft Free
G oat Skins, D it. Dit. 
K id  Skins, Dit*
Lam b Skins, Dit.
Rabbit Skins, P i t .  A

Sopt, H ard ------  ------
Soft —  —

m ud be imported in Pack­
ages o f  224 lbs. Nett.

Starch ——  ------
muft be imported in Pack­

ages o f 224 lbs. N ett. 
Stockings, viz.

Cotton —  ——
and be fide s ----- -

Silk, 1
Silk and Worded ^prohibit. 
Silk and Cotton J
Thread ------  —
Woollen ------ * —
Vfêv&cd — * —

D U T Y .

—  —  i l l  the Pound
—  2 11 /0 the Thoufand
—  9 10 I Î  the Cwt

3 1 1  0

2 7 8 
-I — 3 10

each

D it.
D it.

I I I  the Pound

—  i  i -to the Laft

2 9 the Cw«
—  i l l i  the Pound

_ 1 9 3  the 100
__ 2 9  1 2 0

------- 3 a60 the Doz.
2 4 —  the Cw*
i 17 4 I 0  D it*

5 S. 7 A D it.

  o 7 Jg the Doz. Pair
16 10 p r Cent on \ aluo

-  9  7 ig  the D oz. Pair
2 7 10 —  p r Cent, on Valwc
37 io —  Dit.
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D E N O M I N A T I O N .

Stuffs. See Drapery 
Syder, ----- -

Tallow
Tongues
Toys
Twine

Cuftoms
Excife

Free
Do

Tiles, viz. Pantiles - ___

Velvet, prohibited if  Silk 
Vinegar _

Walnuts — ■ ■■ ____
Small Nuts ------ — ,

Whalebone, cut, prohibited 
Wood, viz*

Calks, empty —
Hoops for Coopers -____
Oak Plank -
Oak Timber
Wooden W are, not parti­

cularly rated — .
Wool ------  ------  Free
Woollen Cloths. See Drapery

Yarn, viz*
Cotton Yarn 
Linen Y arn 
Woriled Yarn

}

Free

D U T Y .

£• s: d.

0 3 * 10 
17 17 6

8 the Ton 
D it . .

3 3 ------- Pr Cent, on Value
—  11 —  the Cwt 

2 1 2  9 the Thoufand

32 18 10 \% the T o n

~  * 5 io  the Barrel 
—  2 2 2S0 the Barrel

—  8 3  the T o n
5 10 ao the Thoufand

—  16 6 the Load, ql 50 Feet
8 3 the Load, qt Feet

37 10 —  per Ct on Value.

t F uftT , H,° ’lfe’ R. f r e w i nUndon, 28 Febr/ i 78 j . Exainr.

B



T h e y  will next infert an account o f  the duties pay­
able vtfOft goods; the growth o r  manufacture o f  Ireland,7
imported from thence ipto Gheat Britain. (Seepage 6.)

And that your Majefty may have fome view o f  the 
^eixeraLtrodiuoillreland^-th^y wi!4 add a general account
o f  the value o f  the imports awd exports o f  that kingdom, 
from and to all countries, as .taken from the accounts 
Hated by .the, officers o f  the cuftoms in Ireland, for a 
period o f  n;ne years 3 and thé balance for and againft 
them with Great Britain, the) Britifh colonies and plan­
tations, and foreign countries^ :,as it can be collected 
froin thofe accounts, .(See Table* page 13 J

T h e  Com m ittee-next -prqœeded to enquire into the 
trade between-,thd twó k4ngdt)ms, in many o f  the ca­
pital articles before ftated : And to enable- them to form 
a judgment, haw far it might be proper to admit the im­
portation o f  fuch articiesfrom Ireland into Great Britain, 
iubject fo the fame dutfesras j a r m o w  payable in Ireland 
upon intptàrfauon o f  the lîke|articles from Great Britain ; 
they have been attended by many eminent merchants 
and manufacturers coifcerfted kvt-hofe reipectve branches 
o f  tràdé-i- £Sd as in a bufinejs v f  fo much importance to 
the intéi'ert: "'óf G t ó t  Britain,' the information received 
froiVi gehflemen o f  their experience and knowledge, 
ought to be ftated with tne «««oft accuracy, the C o m ­
mittee have thought it right to lay the whole o f  their 
evidence before your Majefty, notwithftanding the length 
o f  it— L o n g  as it is, they would have wiihed to have en­
tered into a like inveftigatiofr o f  other articles, in which 
the commerce between the two kingdoms is carried on* 
i f  there had been time fufficient; they truft, however, 
that the articles they have fele&ed are the molt impor­
tant, and the moil deferving your Majefty’s confidera-
tion # '*

Before they ftate the evidence given by the Merchants
and Munufaftureîs, they think it proper to oblerve.

Fipfts T h a t  they humbly conceive, that fuch goods as
are prohibited by the laws of Great Britain to be exported
from this kingdom into Ireland, do not come within the
terms o f  your Majefty’s order, and cannot therefore be
confidered as any objeft o f  the prelent enquiry. -

Secondly,

(  C l 2 1 l )  )



An A C C O U N T  o f  the Amount in Value! o f all Goods, exported from I R E L A N D  to G R E A T  B R I T A I N , the B R I T I S H  
C O L O N I E S  and P L A N T A T I O N S ,  and the Reft  of  the W O R L D :  Diftinguiihing the Amount in Value of the Growth, 
Produce, and Manufacture of I R E L A N D  ; alfo, the Amount in Value o f  the I m p o r t s  from each : For Nine Years, ending 25th. 
March 1782, diftinguiihing each year: Taken from the Accounts ftated by the Officers of the Cuftoms in Ireland \ and being in hijh  iVloney.

( 13 )

Value of the E X P O R T S

Y e a r s .

J 7 7 4 * I r i ih  P ro d u ce  

F o re ig n  G o o d .

17^5. I. P.  —
F , G .  —

1 7 76 . I.  P .  —  
F . G .  —

* 7 7 7 - r. p .  —
F . G .  —

1778. I. p .  —  
F . G .  —

1 7 7 9 * I. P.  —  
F . G .  —

I780. r. p .  —
F . G .  —

»781. I.  P.  —  
F . G .  —

Ï7 82 . T. P.  —  
F . G .  —

T o  G r e at  Britain. Britiih Colonies  and Plantat ions.

2 * 1 1 3 . 8 4 9 18 3 i
3 .835 13 4 l

2 . 3 7 6 . 5 1 7  13 *1
3-340 16 Si

2 . 5 4 7 - 4 6 0 T 3 I o f

3 - 75 ° *7 5

2 - 5 4 7 - 1 3 2 *5
5 . 1 6 4 3 4

2 ‘ 7 1 8 .  T45 18 M
S -6 53 12 Si

2 * 2 5 2 .976 1 2 8i
3*682 7 8£

2 *3 81 . 2 3 4 18 , ,  i

3 *663 18 4 t

2* 180*2 15 7 n f
7 . I 9 1 7

___ 1

z . 6 9 9 . 8 2 5  13
9 .9 41 4

2-117« 695 11 8|

2 .3 7 9 . 8 5 8  9 8]

5 5 1 . 2 1 1  11 3 i  

2*552.296 18 4^

2 . 7 1 8 . 1 4 5  18 i 

256.659 — 5

2-̂ 84-89816 71

2 . 1 8 7 . 4 0 S  15 — I 

2.709.766 l8 2\

4 3 . 2 1 7  19 i i ; 
1 6 . 78 4  i 4

' \ 1  ' I 4 I 9 7 i 19.568 l8 2
• 53.838 15 9
10*960 - b*

—
9̂8 • 6 11 12 10 
3 2 .7 65  10 5

»73.730 8 10 I
27. 285 13

->24.820 3 6i; 
16.202 13 8

>01.401 19 9 ;
2.849 2 4

342.078 y  — : 
ç *246 2 3

344.278 1 7 .  i i  
4 . 2 7 1 3 6

.60*002 i 3

2 6 6 . 7 1 0  7 9

2 64 . 7 9 8  16 6 1

331 * 377  3 3

3 0 1 . 0 1 6  i  11

241*022 17 2 £

3 0 4 .2 5 1  2 i

3 4 7 . 3 2 4  11  3I

348-55° — 7

Reft  o f  the World.

44.4.075 IO 24
10*682 4 5

4 92- 054 x3 I-?
4 . 4 1 8 10 4 .'

43 8. 09 7 7 7
6*640 18 _3

4

258*694 3 5
5 -7 63 16 10-i

2 3 Q . 558 18 n i
4 . 2 8 0 8

2 2 4. 247 — 10;
5 . 1 8 5 U 9 ?

3 20 -6 14 8 4 Ï
2 . 4 1 4 6 7i

3 5 8 . 1 36 18
3 • i 6 7 i 10

331-587 r 4 6
IO.693 *7 4 ?

454-757  H  

496.469 3

444-738 S

264.458 -

243-639 7

229-432 15 

323*̂ 28 15

361 •

342.

3°4  “  

281 11 TO

Value of the E X P O R T S  from

G r e at  Britain.

1 * 7 1 1 . 1 7 4  13 J i  

1.739.54318 4.1

1 - 8 7 5 - 5 2 5  12 8|

2 - 2 3 3 . 1 9 2  7 9I

2 * 0 7 6 . 4 6 0  l 6 2 2

1 . 6 4 4 . 7 7 0  17 5I

1 . 5 7 6 . 6 3 5  13 5,

2 - 4 3 2 . 4 1 7  13 10 

2 . 3 5 7 . 9 4 6  10 8J

B rit líh  C  lo n ie s  and 
P la n ta tio n s . Reil  o f  t he Worl d

3:47 • 383 12 6

1 8 5 . 2 1 5  12 i j  

1 6 7 . 3 4 0 12 i o 2 

30*621 14 i o |  

81*699 17 9

7 1 - °3  5 15 10 

3 5 . 1 4 2  —  i i  

4 3 . 2 7 6  5 8

599-473  l S  5 

583. 655 18 5I-

6 1 1 . 6 9 1  16 I0£

7 6 0 - 1 1 4  15 5?

6 78 . 64 1  18 n £  

4 8 0 . 1 2 8  8 4-J

5 1 5 . 8 0 1  16 —  

6 4 7 . 3 3 7  10 *4

67 • 1 30 9 1 ^ 56 9* 18 8 17 10

• *

Balance of Trade in Favour of Ireland, and againft

Year,s.

* 774«
* 775»
3 776.  

3 777- 
* 778* 
3779.
1 7 8 0 .
1781.
1782.

G r e a t  Britain.

4 0 6. 52 0 18 
6 4 0 . 3 1 4  i i  
675*685 .18 
3 1 9 . 1 0 4  10 
641*685 i 
6 1 1 . 8 8 8  2
808*263 3

H
7
7 i

2

Brit i ih Colonies and 
Plantations.

1 12 . 63 8 8
9181 * 424 l S 71

9 7 . 4 5 8 3 81
1 0 0 . 7 5 5 8
2 1 9 . 3 1 6 4 u
16 9 .9 87 i
2 6 9 .1 0 9 2
304*048 s

11
1

Beil: o f  t he  W o r l d .

Balancç of TTrade againft Ireland, and in Favour of

G i e a t  Britain.

~ È  
2 55*010 18 9 I

Britiih Colonies  and 
Plantat ions. Rei l  o f  the W o r l d .

1 4 4 . 7 1 6  3 9 t
8 7 . 1 8 6  14  i i i  

166*853 I I  2-J- 
495*656 15 2
435*002  I I  3I
250*695 12 8
224*308 15 i £  
207*884 17 — I  
3 37.007 16 8 |
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r Secondly} That  it is intended, that fuch goods as are 
íubjeét to any duties o f  excife, or other internal duty, by 
the laws of  Great Britain, ihall be made fubjeit on their 
importation from Ireland into Great Britain, to a duty 
equal to fuch excife or internal duv, in addition to

“  ‘ reknd0n importation o f  the

T h e  evidence o f  the merchants and manufacturers 
upon the feveral branches o f  commerce, diftinguifhing

m u J T  '  hCad j  a;U' the P“ rons »>>“ •" Com?mittee have examined, is as follows, viz.

W O O L L E N S .
Robei t P  at ridge, Efquire, Mayor

o f  Norwich, / D e p u te d  by the M a -
M r. Jeremab Ives, o f  St. C l e - V  nufafturers o f  the 

ments, A nd (  r , h , n f xT • ,
M r. Tbo' Kelt, Merchants, J  ‘ 7 ° f Wldl ;

Examined.
>  TInny0Ur Manufactures at Norwich, do vou make 

u lc  or l r i l n  y a r n ?

A .  W e  do— o f  Irifh worfted yarn— we ufe about 
3,50c packs in value about £.87,500 annuallv.

Q. W hat proportion does the Iriih yarn, ufed in your 
Manufatture, bear to the Engliih ?

Aû  ? I arly tIiat to fay, four parts in five
are Englifh, and one Irifh.

Q . Are you able to purchafe this yarn brought to

land? Per than any ° f' thC likC f0,t fpUn i"  EnK~

A . W e  can purchafe it in general at about fix per
cent, cheaper, including freight, carriage, and all ex-
pences; iometimes (according to circuftances) it is 
at equal prices.

Can you fcate to the Committee what the freight, 
and other charges you mention, amount to ?

A. 1 he freight and port duties we fuppofe to be 
f  o  per pack the Lord Lieutenant’s licence 
our lhillings and nine pence, being in the whole

twelve



twelve Ihillings and three pence per pack, or about
two and an half per cent. This  is exclufive o f  com- 
miffion and Insurance paid by the feller, which may a-
mount to about four per cent. more.

Q .  T o  what caufe do you impute that the Irifn are
able to fpin this yarn cheaper than the like lort is made

A.n § W e  impute it to the difference o f  labour in
fpinning, which is as three to two ?

Q  W h a t  proportion does the laoour bear in E n g ­
land and in Ireland to the raw material, in working
up any eiven quantity o f  worfted yarn ?

A  T h e  labour in working up a given quantity of 
wooi into worfted ftuffs is about £. 85 per cent with us; 
o f  the remaining £ . 15 per cent. £ . 10 only is raw^ma­
terial, and £ . 5 articles bought, viz. foap, coals, d)in0 
ftuff" & c  — T h e  Irifh labour can by no means bear an 
equal proportion, the raw material or wool, being much

O  D o  you apprehend, that in working this yarn up 
into their own ftufFs, their labour is in the fame pro­
portion as in fpinning their yarn ? , r

A W e  apprehend it is bv no means in the fame pro­
portion ; i f  we can truft their own Report, the ex- 
K n c e  o f  combing is equal, and we infer from thence,
that the other branches o f  labour are equal too.

q _ W h at  difference o f  price is there in general be­

tween Englifh and Irifh wool ?
A .  Inih wool is lo-Id. per lb. as ftated in their own

R eport— Englifh 6d. per lb, .. .
O .  W h at  difference is there in the quality ?
A  T h e  Enelifh wool ufed in the Norwich manufac­

tures’,  to the fame purpofc for which Inih is ufed, is 
brighter, ftronger, and longer in J e  ftaple— this re- 
fer:T to our more ordinary manufactures only, as 
Irifh wool is not fit for the finer and more valuable

branches o f  them. _ ,
• O  H av e  vou found, fince the Irifh ports have

i* e n  opened for the exportation o f  their woollen and
y o r f t e d  m anufadures, that they have rivalled you in

the foreign markets ? ^

(  15 )
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A .  N ot to our knowledge, except in Portugal, and 
there not to any confiderable degree that w?  knoïr

Qi. H ave you any reafon to apprehend that Ireland 
will be ever able to rival England in the baize trade > 

A . Not be,rig manufacturers o f  baize, we cannot 
give a precife opinion on that point, but we conceive 
not ; part o f  the material being much dearer there than

vahî’e Un matertal cdnftituting a great part o f  the

Q . Is any quantity o f  Norwich manufactures ex­
ported at prefent to Ireland ?

th ít ',  i XI e ^elicveLn? r to any.confiderable amount, and 
that chiefly through the London market.

rl3 . í í  thC y adC i?et,ween England and Ireland, for 
, 'vooileíl and worfted manufactures when compleat-

fav WtahSar?hee r ? Penedw°n eqUal f00titlS’ thaC is lay, that the like woollen and worfted goods imported
from Ireland fhall pay the fame duties which the Bri-
tiih woollen and worfted goods pay on the importation

V a  e *ny, reafon to apprehend the iale o f  our 
manufactures will be diminifhed at home ?

A . T h e  Norwich manufactures being chieflv for 
exportation to foreign countries, we do not deem our-
L Pr.°Per JudSes o f  this queftion in all its extenr- 
but we fuppofe the Irifh would not be able to rival 
iis in me home market, i f  care were taken that no 
bounties were granted in Ireland to counteract the 
Duties that may be impofed in England; we appre- 
hend they could come neareft to us in fome light kind 
o f  worfted ltufts, or ftuffs mixed with iilk.

Mr. Everett, o f  the City o f  London,

W hat is your profeflïons ?

■ aiTl a faftor> ° r warehoufeman, principally con-

c c  "ntr,é". CXP° rt ° f  W00" en'  “  Ircla" d> a" d

O .  Has



H as the export o f  woollens to Ireland increas­
ed o f  late, or diminiihed ?

A . Decreafed -, in fine cloths confiderably, owing
to their non-importation agreement; beioie that agree­
ment, I exported thither to the amount of  £.30,000  
per annum j fince that, not to the amount o f  5,000 a

year. . t r
Q  I f  the non-importation agreement was to ceaie,

do you apprehend the trade would revive to the fame

extent as before ?
A .  I have no doubt o f  it from my . correfpondents,

■who have given me confiderable conditional com-

( X  In what manner do you fuppofe they have fup-
nlied themfelves fince the (aid agreement ?

A .  From  their old (lock of  Englifli cloth, and their
own manufacture. . _

D o  you apprehend they have large manufactories

o f  fine cloths ? _ , , _ ,
A .  A t  this time they have not; I always underltood

their principal manufadures to be in coarfe cloths ; 
they have however lately imported iome Spamih wool. 

Ó .  Are fine cloths wholly made of  Spamfh wool ?
A  Superfine cloths ought all to be made o f  Spamln 

woll and I believe formerly they were; but the price 
has been fo high o f  late, that I apprehend the manufac­
turer is under a ncceffity o f  mixing it with Engliih

WOq ’ H a v e  the Irilh any quantity o f  wool fit to mix up 
with Spanifh wool, for the purpofe o f  making fuperfinc

C1°A.S’A s  to the quantity, I cannot fpeak; but they mult 
have fome, becaufe they m a k e  cloths as high as 12s. per 
yard; and the wool employed in t h o f e  cloths muft be

lit to mix with Spanifh wool.
O .  T o  what caufe do you impute the former impor­

tation o f  fo great quantities o f  Engliih fine cloths into

Ir<A.n Becaufe they have it not in their power to manu­
facture fufficient quantities for their own confumption,

(  17 )



by not having it in their power, I mean, that they have 
not at prefent manufacturers enough.

Q. Do you apprehend they have wool enough ?
A . They can certainly import Span ih woofas well as 

we can; but I apprehend that their own wool is neither 
fufficient in quantity, nor good enough in quality, to 
injure the woollen manufacture o f  this country.

O .  Do you apprehend that the {kill, ingenuity, and
tafte of the manufacturers o f  this country, are always
likely to give them a decided fuperiority over thofe o f  
Ireland ?

A .  1 have no doubt in the world they would have 
fuch a fuperiorky ; it is o f  the utmoft confequence to 
this country, to prevent the exportation o f  Eno-lHh. 
wool or lheep— this being done, I ihould not have the 
lean: apprehenfion o f  any competition, even i f  they were 
at liberty to fend their woollen manufactures here.

O . If  the Iriih were permitted to import their coarfe
cloths into this country, do you apprehend they would
be able to interfere with the like manufactures o f  Great 
Britain ?

A . I apprehend not, provided our coarfe cloths are
allowed to be exported to Ireland on the fame terms_
I mean, on the fame duties.

M r. William Smitbfon, -> _ _
M r. Jeremiah Dixcn, j Merchants o f  Leeds.

M r. Charles Clapharr., Merchant and 1 
Manufacturer, !

Mr. Andrew Hollingworth, Mixed 
Broad Cloth Manufacturer

Mark Thomas, Broad W hite Clo- 
iheir,

Mr. 'James Buckley, Manufacturer of  
Broad and Narrow Cloth,

Q;, W h a t  is the nature of  the manufactures princi­
pally carried on within the W eft  Riding o f  Yorkfhire?

A. In the W eft  Riding o f  Yorkfhire, and parts o f  
Lancafhire, Cheihire, and Derbyihire, woollen cloths 
and worfted (tuffs ; the woollen cloths, diitinguiihed into

C  broad

C 18 )
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broad and narrow, under which head are included 
blankets and rugs-— fluffs o f  various forts— callimancoes 
— ihalloons— tammies and durants— figured everlaftings 
— plain ditto— drawboys— ferge de fattins, & c .

Are great quantities o f  thefe goods exported to 
Ireland ?

A .  There are great quantities, fubjeCt to an Iriili 
duty o f  about 6d. per yard; and fluffs, fubjeft to a duty 
o f  about id . per yard, or five (hillings per piece.

Has the export o f  thefe goods to Ireland increaf-
ed o f  late, or dimin fhed ?

A .  Rather diminifhed o f  late, but not confiderably.
T o  what caufe do you impute this diminution ? 

A .  W e  impute it to the troubles that have fubfifted 
lately in that country, particularly at Dublin;»—at Cork, 
and in the northen parts, the trade has been more open.

Q .  D o  you apprehend the Irifh have manufactured 
o f  late greater quantities o f  thefe goods than formerly ?

A .  W e  cannot anfwer ex Ctly; but we have been 
informed, that their manufactures have increafed o f  late, 
in ihalloons and durants. W e  have never heard that 
their manufactures in cloth have increafed.

O . H a v e  the exports o f  your manufactures from 
■Great Britain to foreign countries increafed o f  late, or 
diminifhed ?

A .  W e  cannot fpeak with certainty ; but we are all 
o f  opinion t lu t  they have increafed.

O .  H ave  you any reafon to iuppofe, that the Irifh 
manufactures o f  the like forts have interfered with yours 
in the foreign markets ?

A .  W e  believe n o t in  the fine goods. W e under- 
ftand they have lent fome o f  their coarfe fluffs to A m e ­
rica; but we have not perceived tlut our trade has on
that account diminiihed.

Q .  Can you furnifh the committe with any general

ft atfe o f  your trade ?
By way o f  anfwer, the gentlemen delivered in the

annexed paper, intituled, eftimates of  the Y o rk -  
fhire woollen manufactures, including the R o c h ­
dale Bays, 1772;  and an account o f  broad and

narrow

(  *9 )
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A c c o u n t  N o . I,- ■Particular EJlimate of the Torkjhire Woollen MamfaRures> including the Rochdale

Bays, 1772.

T h e diftrift bounded on the north by Settle, on the fouth by Saddleworth, diftant from eich  other 40 m iles ; bounded on the eaft b y  Leeds, and on the 
weft by Haflingden, in Lancaihire, diftant from each other 35 m iles. T h e  fpace o f ground occupied by manufacturers, equal to a fquare o f 30 miles 
about one h a lf o f w hich are moors and wafte grounds.

T H E  A N N U A L  A M O U N T .
Pieces.

From  clothing, orih ort W o o l —  Broad cloths, mixed and w hite, 112,370  or 3 ,232,913  {  yards, at 5s. per yd
Do. made or milled in Lancaihire, prefumed o f value

£ .  s. d.
808,228 6 3

5 0 ,0 0 0 --------

Narrow Cloths —  9 r>539 pieces, or l y l V l W l h  yards, at 4s. 3d. per. yd .
B ays, and other Rochdale woollens, 124,000 pieces, at 50s. —

D ed u ft, and carry to the manufacture o f  combed w ool, for woifted yarn , 
the warp o f broad bays —  —

K erfeys, 40,000 pieccs, at 2 1. 
H a lf thicks 25,000 pieccs, at 25s.

B lankets 20,000 pieces, ftriped and plain, at 3I. 10 s. -

Coln-ferges and plains, Penniftonc kerfeys, hats, horfe ilicets, and coverlets

310,000 —  ■—

30.000 —  —

80.000 —  —
3 1 ,2 5 0 --------

20.00 0 ----
25.000 —  —

p or couibing, or L ong wool —  In this branch are employed
W h o f e  l a b o u r ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  p r o d u c e s  w e e !  

ficknefs, and other ncceffary avocations)

3,900 Combers.

36 lbs. o f  wool.

140,400
A llo w  2 weeks for holydays, per ann. and then m ultiply by 50

7,020,000 lbs. o f wool. 
T h e  average value o f  ilb , o f  combed wool manufactured 4  Shillings.

28,080,000 Sh illings, or

N . B . Befides th is, are w rought up quantities o f Irifh, and other worfted yarn, 
made in diftant parts o f  England.

£■  * cf.

858,228 6 ‘ 3
505,222 9 41

280,000 — —

111 ,2 5 0  —
70,000 — —

45,000 •— — .

1,404,000 —  —  

To tal amount £ .  3 ,273,700 15 7 J

T H E  E X P O R T  A N D  H O M E  C O N S U M P T I O N ,

9 41

Exports. Home Confumption.
^ • s• dt £ •  s% d»

r s  7 7 2 , 4 0 5  9 7 Í  tv  85 ,822 16 7 §  858, 228 6 3

r  I O I >°44  9 I 0 £ i  4 ° 4>I 77 J9 6 S ° S >222  ,  .
B a y s , &  o t h e r  R o c h d a l e  w ool le ns  224,000 -  -  y  5 6 , 0 0 0 --------280,000 - -
K e r f e y s ,  a nd  H a l f  T h i c k s  | ô  1 0 0 , 1 2 5  -  - { 7  I I >I 2 5 --------------1 1 1 , 2 5 0  -----

4 6, 66 6 13 4  t  2 3>333 6 8
& 4 0 , 5 e 0 -------------------------
T 2 ^ 0 , S 0 0  —  —

O f  i ho r t- wo o l  m a n u f a c t u r e s -  B r o ad  C l o t h  -------
N a r r o w  C l o t h s  —  —

— — ~ j  -  7

Bl ank et s  —  —  t  . *
H o f e ,  C o i n  Serges ,  & c .  —  4 >5°°_I

O f  l o n g  w o o l  manufactures—  — -

70.00 0 -
4 5 . 0 0 0 -

1 ,4 0 4 ,0 0 0  — —

* i 3 7 x t 9 4 *  1 2  1 0  9 O I > 7 5 9  2  9 i  1 ^ 7 3 , 7 0 0  i 5  7 J

A N D  L A B O U R .

I n  the  ihort-wool  m a nu f a  
I n  the  l o ng - w o o l  m a n u f a d

Materia ls.
£• S» d, 

6 2 3, 2 33  I I  l O f  
234, 000 -  -

Labou r.
£ •  s, d . 

•1,246,467 3 9 
1 , 1 7 0 , 0 0 0 -----

1 , 86 9 , 70 0 15 7X 
J , 4 0 4 , 0 0 0 -------

8 5 7, 23 3 I I  I o f  2 , 4 1 6 , 4 6 7  3 9 3 , 2 7 3 , 7 0 0  15 7 §

S E C O N D  A C C O U N T .

B r o a d  C l o t h s , e n d i n g  2 5t h  M a r c h ,  1 784.

N o .  138,023 Pi ece s,  c o n t a i n i n g  4 , 09 4 ,3 3 5 yar ds ,  at  5s.  p e r y a r d  -  £ . 1 , 0 2 3 , 5 8 3  15 -  
N o ,  1 1 5 , 5 0 0  Pieces,  c p n t a i n i n g  3 ,3 56 , 64 8 y ar ds ,  at  4s,  3d. p e r  y d ,  7 I 3»287 *4 "
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narrow cloths made from rhe 25th o f  March

lows: M a ' Ch ' 784; “ d th“  P » « W

W e beg leave to obferve, that the fécond arm.,nr 
ending 25th March x7 84, contains a l e f s o f  
cloth thsn was manufaihired ; becaufe, from the leveritv 
o f  the winter, we were not able to mill it all, and con 
firqucntl- it will come into this year’s account T h e  
companion w only between broad and narrow ctóths

L v e Wl arC from the beft information we
ave been able to obtain, that the manufacture o f  the

fncreafed ' in the « c d u n t  has much

Á  , r i f t  W 0 0 1  o r  l r i l h  

y a rn ' in  Z'r l i u f c  °( ‘  g ° ° d M  ° f  M '
Do you confider Iriih worfled yarn as a neceflarv 

material in your ftuffs ? «ccenary

A. It is necefiary, becaufe we cannot get enough o f
our own, and it is cheaper. W e  ihould Perfer our own
11 we could get enough

T o  what cauie do you impute that the Iriih do 
no, \\QTi\ up their own worltcd yarn ?

A . One reafon may be, that they are not fo well 
fivillcd in manufaftunng their wool; another reafon as 
we prefume, is, that they have found a better market 
for their wool, by lending it to France. W e  con­
c l u r e  this, becaufe Iriih wool is fold at double the
price in t me o f  peace that it bore during the war with 
r  rancc,

Engfin/?S thC qil:llÍty ° f  Irifll W° 01 35 g00d in S eneral as

A  N o ;  i f  we may judge by the Iriih worited yarn 
ported into this country, and ufed in our manufac- 

uils  ; ior it W i l l  not bind into fo ftrong a Thread 
or tae chan or warp, and cannot, confequently fo

well bear the fndion o f  the loom. ^
O. Is not Irifli wool o f  the like quality °-enerallv 

dearer than the Engliih? ^ c ^ e r a i i y

A. W e
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A .  W e  believe in general it is.

D o  you apprehend that the ikill,  ingenuity, and
tafte o f  the Iriih manufacturer, is equal to ours ?

A. Clearly not, either in cloths or worfted fluffs 
fimilar to thofe manufactured in Yorkfhire ; in what are 
called poplins, and other manufactures mixed with filk, 
they are arrived at great perfection.

Q .  I f  the Iriih were allowed to import into Great 
Britain their woollen cloths, or worfted fluffs, fubjeCt to 
the fame duties at which Bntiih cloths, and ftufrs, o f  
the like forts, are now imported into Ireland, would 
you have any reafon to apprehend, a competition in the
market o f  Great Britain ?

A .  At  prefent, we ihould not fear a competition.
W e  cannot fpeak to futurity ; but we hope the Engliih 
manufacturer will have too much liberality o f  fentiment, 
to wiih to deprive the Iriih o f  any fair and equal advan­
tage in working up their own materials, arifing from 
their fkill and induftry ; but we trutt the exclufive pri­
vilege o f  manufacturing of their own wool, will always
be referved to ourfelves.

M r .  Samuel JVaterhevJ'e,

( \ w h a t  is the nature o f  the manufactures carried

M r. John Leefe, 
M r .  William Smith,

On the fame Head.

Ireland ? A> GreatIreland ?
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A .  Great quantities o f  broad and narrow cloths and 

fem e few ftufFs, through the ports o f  L iverp ool and 
T h e  broad and narrow cloths are principally 

rated as old drapery j it they are what we o i l  , , f [ J
goods they ate generally rated as old drapery' ^  not 
prefled, as new. F r not

Has ti]e e.xPorc oi thefe goods to Ireland incre->f 
ed of  late or dimimihed ? mcreai-

A .  It has diminished, and o f  late confiderably.

A  T n  rlW n a t ú° y ° u impute this diminution ?
. T o  tue tioubles that have lately exifteH r1̂

particularly at Dublin. In the north, and a, Cork thé 
trade has been more open. *

a  D o YOU apprehend the Ir.iih have o f  late manu 
faéuired greater quantities o f  thoie goods than formerly ?

know th^t t í e v nhavePeak ^  " * * *  5 b«  We

Cau yLOUr fay in what manner the Iriih were fun 

agreement ? 8 ° 0d* ^  * *  « * * * £ * &

fumed w & h : ; L T p “ e: S f e n r Cked- “ d
H ave the Exports o f  your manufactures to fn 

reign countries increaied o f  late, or diminiihed ?
A. Loniideiaoly increafed.
Q ,  H ave you any reafon to fupnofe thir rh i vu

raanufaautes of the like forts have in terfered  with youS 
at the foreign markets? ^

A .  W e  do not feel the effefls o f  it 

f ta te o f  uaur trade'?'11'*" C“ n i “ “  Wilh a

p r itip a T m |„ au l a l  ”  b 'u f'w e ,° e  o f '^ i n T o ^ t h a t ™ !

and p a X u ^ y  f t u f i !  i" Cr' afcd * * “

yam'in ^  W° 0'  ° r Irilh WorIled

y a m  b ^ f t T f f s ?  " fe ° f  3 S " at d M l  0 f I " ,h  ™ « « 1

A. We



D o  you confider Irifh worOed yarn as a necef-
fary material in y o u r  fluffs?

A .  W e  don’t think it abfolutelv neceffary, fo far as
relates to the quality o f  our manufactures; but v.e could
not carry them on to theirprefent extent without it— we
fhould prefer our own worfted yarn, if  we could get
enough o f  it.

q . T o  what caufes do you impute, that the lrilh do
n o t  work up their own worfted yarn ?

A  T h e y  have not vet made the fame progrefs in 
their manufactures— we obferve too, that Inih wool is 
much dearer in time of  peace, than in time o f  war 
with France; from whence we conjecture, that great 
quantities are exported to that country.

O . Is there the like difference in time o f  peace as 
in time o f  war with France, in the price of wool in E n g -

1 "a . It is direCtly the reverfe, wool is gene rail'.' dearer 
here" in time o f  war than in the time o f  peace. This  
w.as not the cafe in the laft war, as it extended to 
America and Spain, the ports o f  both which countries 
were in fome meafure finît up: the oblervation holds 
good more particularly with regard to a war with

France. ,
Q_. Is the qualiry o f  Irifh wool as good in general

as that o f  this country ? _
A. As far as we know, it is not f o g o o d ;  but we

cannot fpeak to that point with precifion, not being ac­
quainted with all the different forts o f  wool they grow

in j reLnd. , _ « , 11
Is not wool o f  the like forts in Ireland generally

dearer than in England ? . .
A .  A s  far as we are informed it is generally dearer.
O . D o  you apprehend that the fkill, Ingenuity, and 

tafte o f  the Irifh manufacturer, is equal to ours?
A  N o  not at prefent, fo far as relates to the manu­

factures o f  worfted ftuffs and woollen goods— In poplins, 
and ftuffs mixed with filk they are arrived to a great
degree o f  perfection. . .

Q  I f  the Irifh were allowed to import into Cjre~t
Britain the woollen cloths and worfted ftuffs, fubjeftto

( 2 4  )



ï e fa.me duncs at which Britiih cloths and fluffs of 
he like forts are now imported into Ireland, would

you have any reafon to apprehend a competition in 
the market o f  Great Britain?

A. By no means, lo far asvvc are atprefent nble tojudge.

C 25 )

Mr. Join Ainjlit,

Chairman o f  the Committee 
of manufacturers in Wiltfhire, 
and a principal clothier o f  
the Devizes;

 ̂ ** •
On the fame head.

W hat are the forts o f  cloths made at the D e­
vizes, and in the country thereabouts ?

A. Superfine cloth and cafemere are the princioil 
manufactures; but we make befides, leCOnd cloths 
ierges beavers, & c .  and o f  late a great variety o f  fancv 
manufactures fome of  which are yarn mixed with filk

\ n Are :hdLV  manufactures made principally o f  
Spaniih wool, or Englifh, or of  both ?

A .  T  he finer forts entirely o f  Spaniih— In the coar- 
fer forts we ufe the finer and the coaifer forts o f  Enghfh

Q.. Are any quantities ofthefe goods fent to Ireland?
I lh ere  nave beeen fome quantity o f  the finer

cloths t0 elandj anti 1 belicve alfo o f  the fécond

Da y ° u knowr whet her the export ofthefe goods 
to Ireland has increafed o f  late, or diminiihed

A. It has decreafed o f  late fo much, as almoft to 
amount to a ceffation. t0

O. 1 0 wiiat caufes do you impute this diminution ?
. I impute it to the Iriih non-importation agree-

ment.

Do you know how the It ifh fupplitd themfelves 
during the agreement ? “ neives

A. I impute it to the ftock they had in hand, which

they



thev had imported in greater quanitites, with a view 
to the non-imporcaion agreement.

Q_. I f  the non-importation agreement was to ceafe, 
do you imagine the trade would revive as before ?

Á . I do.
ÇK D o the Iriih manufacture any confiderable quariti-

’ ty o f  fine cloths ?
A. I do not apprehend they do any great quantities.

T h e y  have a coniiderable manufacture near Dublin, 
-which, however, cannot fupply nearly enough for the 
demand.

Is the quality o f  the Irifh fuperfine cloths equal 
to ours ?

A .  I cannot fpeak with certainty, but I do not think 
them equal in fuperfine cloths;— in ratteens I give
them the preference.

Q__ D o you ufe in the manufactures near you any
Iriih yarn?

A .  " None is ufed in the Devizes, or its neighbour­
hood.

O . D o  you know whether any is ufcd in the manufac­
tures in Gloucefterfhire ?

A .  I apprehend there is, but not in any great
quantitv. . ,

Q .  Are you acquainted with the quality o f  Irifh

wool ? ' . .
A. I have no particular knowledge o f  it; in general

I fnould think it not equal to ours; but there are
fome forts which I ihould conceive to be equal to the
Engliih ,  particularly that o f  the County o f  Kerry.

Q . D o  you apprehend that the fkill, ingenuity, and
tafte o f  the manufacturers o f  this country, are likely
always to give them a decided fupei.onty over the
manufactures o f  Ireland ?

A .  I do conceive that, viewing the circumftances
as they are at preient, there is a decided fupeiiority in 
thefe points in favour o f  the Engliih manufacturer; bur
I cannot fpeak with regard to futurity.

O .  I f  the Iriih were allowed to import into this
country their woollen cloths, iubieCt to the fame duties
at which Britifh cloths o f  the like forts are now im-

pro­
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ported into Ireland, would you have any reafon to ap­
prehend a competition in the market o f  Great Britain?

A .  With refpeCt to the fuperfine manufactures, I 
ihould think the advantage decidedly in favour o f  this 
country ; but in the manufacture for which Iriih wool 
is fit, there might be a danger, arifing from the cheap­
ness o f  labout. in that country. I fpeak this laft doubt- 
fully.

The Committee will next lay before your Maiefty 
the average prices of Englifh and Iriih wool for fifteen 
years, from 1770 to 1784, both inclufive.

1 77°
1771
1772

1773
*774
*775 
17 76
1777
1778
177 9
1780
1781
1782
17 83
1784

H  P R I C E S .

67 to 6^
6^ to n
H to 7 *
6 to ld
7 to 7 T
7t to 8§
71 to 8̂
7Í to 8<*
6 to 6f
Si to 51
51 to Si
4 ! to 5i
4fr to Si
6 to H
6| to 7 i

P  R  I c E  S.

177° --- from 14 to 15s per ftone
1771 --- from 14/6 to

4L
15/6

1772 -- * from 15 to I 6
1 7 7  3 --- from 15 to l6
* 7 7 4 --- from 14 to I C
1 7 7  5 --- from 16 to

J
17

Ï 77Ô --- from 17 to
/

18
1777



1777 —  from r7/6 to 18/6
1 778 —  from 8/6 to 9/6
1 779 —  from 10 to 11
1780 —  from 10/6 to 11 /6
1781 —  from 11 to 12
1782 “  from 10 to 11
1783 —  from 1 1 /6 to 12/6
1784 —  from 1 1/6 to 12/6

(  23 )

O  B S E  R  V A T  I O N S .

I f  the Irifh woollen manufactures are to be importée} 
according to the plan fuggefted in the reference,

T h e  duties will be as follows :
On old drapery, that is, broad and narrow cloths, 

and all other fpecies that are called preffed goods, 
6 d .  - r o t h s .  Irifh money per yard.

On new drapery, being coarfe cloths and worited 
fluffs, not preffed, 2s. 1 od. per yard.

A s  this duty is laid on by the yard, it operates princi­
pally on the coarfer and cheaper forts o f  the two de­
scriptions o f  drapery :— It is clear, therefore, that the 
operation o f  thefe duties, as far as they go, will be 
m oil  to the difcouragement o f  the importation o f  the 
coarfer and cheaper forts.

T h e  Committee thought it right to enquire, what had 
been the export o f  woollen manufactures from Ireland, 
before the prohibition which took place in 1699.— As 
the accounts o f  the Cuflom-Houfe o f  that kingdom go 
back only to 1698, they could only obtain the account 
for that year, which ftands as follows;

T o E n g la o d . Scotland. Elfewhere
O ld  drapery 1 |P* 29! 2505 the Pec
N e w  drapery6oi yards 2,128 Do 20,566^ D°
Frize 127,601 yards 1,355 537>945

T o  this account the committee v/ill add, that o f  the 
imports o f  woolleq manufactures into Ireland for that 
year, and which was,

O ld  drapery 
N e w  drapery

1 1,784! yards. 
21,294! yards.



C 29 )
By this ftate it appears, that the import o f  old draoer* 

was, in that year, as above, * 7

1 1,7841 yards, and the export 2814 piece;
or> 7> 5 97 yards I A

and o f  courfe that 4,187 yards were imported, more than 
were exported.

T h e  committee will now proceed to ftate, the ®ene- 
al export o f  woollen goods from Ireland, for a period 
o f  four years, from 25th March 1779 »  25th March 
1783;  and the value. J
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It appears to the Committee1, by the Irifli ac­
counts of export to America, (or the year 178^ and 
1784, in which they apprehended the United States 
are included, as well as the remaining Kritifh pof- 
ieilions, that the export o f  new drapery to that country 
had increafed from 125,286 yards in the year 1783, to 
259>I4 ï i  yards in the year 1784 ; the export of old dra­
pery from 24,588 yards in the year 1783, to 28,450 
yards in the. year 1784; the export o f  flannels, from 
5,609 yards, in the year 1783, to 36,067 yards in the 
year 1784; and the export o f  Prize, from 84 yards in the 
year 1783, to 2,7.38 yards in the year 1784.

The* încreait* in the export of Woollen Manufaótures 
from Ireland, has not been confined to Britiih America 
and the United States o-nly ; but has been equally con­
fiderable to other foreign markets, according to the fol­
lowing (late o f  the exports from Ireland to foreign parts,

1781 —  1,292 240,712 15,746
I ? 82 _  772 306,178 4,728
*783 —  3^,796 5 ” >394 9,672

But the Committee apprehend, that the export to the 
United States is again included in this account o f  exports 
to foreign parts ; though, for want o f  proper accounts, 
and officers o f  the Irifh revenue, from whom thev might 
have obtained particular information, it is impoffible^to 
ftate, with accuracy, the difference this circumftance 
would make in the account-. From the export o f  the year 
1 783-» which they have had an opportunity o f  examining, 
they conceive it would amount to about one fifth of  the 
new drapery, and one third o f  the old drapery, and 
flannels.

During the years 1780, 17S1, 1782, 1783, and 1784,
the import o f  Englifh woollen manufactures into Ireland 
was as follows :

for four years ; viz.

O l d  Drapery. 

Y ard s .
N e w  D rapery .  Flannels. 

Y a r d s .  \ rards.

5 ^ 8 9  19 01 7 8 0  —  4 9 9

O ld



( 32 )

Old Drapery. New Drapery-
1780 «— 64,381 Y s .  159,428
1781 — 326,820 433,198^
1782 — 363>787 547>336
1783 — 37 3>°53 420,415
1784 — 354,139 323>2 I7

the diminution o f  the imports o f  new drapery in
the year 1784, compared with the great export o f  that 
article to America, and to foreign countries in the fame 
year, it appears probable, that the Iriih manufacture o f  
woollens, under the defcription o f  new draperv, is in­
creasing confiderablv. In the old drapery, or finer forts 
o f  woollen goods, a like companion o f  their import and 
export, does not mark any material increafe.

C O T  T  O N  S.
Mefirs. Thomas Walker, 

and
Thomas Richardfon,
McfTrs. Tho. Phillipsy 

and
Thomas Kerjhaw>

Examined.

Manufacturers o f  Mancheficr ;

Printers o f  that place ;

Q_ D o you make ufe o f  any quantity o f  Iriih 
worfted bav yarn in the Manchefter manufactures ?

A . Confiderable quantities are ufed in the fmall ware 
trade, fuch as garters, & c .  and in checks and ftripe 
furniture; but none at all in the cotton manufacture.

A re  you able to purchafe Iriih worited bay yarn 
cheaper than the like fort fpun in England ?

Manufacturers.
A .  W e  cannot fpeak to that faCt, as we are not

concerned in that bufinefs.
Is a confiderable trade carried on to Ireland in

the manufactures o f  Manchefter i
Printers.
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Printers.

•baAn th lre 'u  a ^ p r e t ,’  T n l ~ 7s f T  " *  
an export o f  about ,30,000 fqoare yards o f  p r i n S  ™  
tons and call,coes to Ireland, from the port o f  Chef

v l °  h7 ’ . ,th e rm onch °Lf  J « ly  to D e c e m b e r  o f  t h t  
y e a r ;  bu t in the fix m on th s from  J u ly  to  D e c e n t

W p ° o nrty  ,0 ° °  yards were s p o r t e d  from  th e

O . W hat quantity o f  fuftains is exported to Ireland ?
Manufacturers, 

t 1 1 T h e trade to Ireland in fuftians is very confider
ably decrealed.— One houfe, which, from O ftober i 7 fi~
to January 1784, lent £. 5,000 worth o f  o-00ds ther^ 
has not, from October i ? 84 to J a n u a r y ^
a fingle piece, and has received no order but onl 
to the amount o f  about £. 60 5 and that houfe is b 
ar me firft hou.e in Manchefter in the Iriih trade. A->

o her hou.e, which, from January 1783 to A u a Uft I 7 g‘ 
ent £ .6 ,2 7 1 .  19s. worth o f  goods there, has, from ' t h í

time, lent none, and has received no commiiîîons but 
to the amount of from £ 200 to £. 100.

Cheufta  th e  ° n ly  or the p rin cip al port fro m  
w h ich  M a n c e h e ft ïr  go o d s are exported  to  Ire la n d ?

Printers.X I S . .

A .  It is the principal port. Manchefter <*oods arr 
alfo exported from Bnftol, Liverpool, Whitehaven and 
London ; and the exports from London are probablv 
equal to thofe from Chefter. Confiderably quantities 
o f  cottons and callicoes go from Mancheiter to Glafo-Ow 
where they are pruned, and from thence are exported 
to Ireland. 1  his anfwer refpects printed goods only. 

i“ JV Manufacturers.-

a o I ' L i v ^ o o l . na'mS S°  fr° m 3ny ° ther P °rt th“  Ch' » «

T ^ ° U -h a V ?  fp° ken o f  the decline ^ e  trade to 
Ireland m printed goods and fuftains from the port o f
Chefter: can you fpeak o f  the decline o f  it from other 
por.s or do you infer from the decreafe o f  the exports 
irom Chefter, that it has fo declined?

P rinters .
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Printers.

A .  W e  cannot fpeak to this as a certain fa£t, but
we infer it muft be fo.

Q .  Y o u  have alfo fpoken to the decline of  this trade
in the laft fix months o f  the years 1783 and 1784: Can 
you inform this Committee o f  the ftate o f  the trade 
during the firft fix months o f  each o f  thofe years ?

Printers.
A .  W ith  refpefl to the printed manufa&ures, the 

exports o f  the firft fix months o f  the year 1783, we 
prefume, were equal to the exports o f  the latter fix 
months o f  that year. In the firft fix months of  the year 
1784, there was a larger export than in the latter fix 
months, but the trade the whole year kept declining.

Manufacturers,
W it h  refpeft to the trade with Ireland in fuftains, 

we can only fay, that from the beginning o f  the year
1784 it has been confiderably on the decline?

O. A re  fuftians and printed goods the principal 
o b je d  o f  the Manchefter manufaótures?

Manufa&urers.
A .  T h e y  certainly are.
O. T o  what caules do you impute this decline ?

Manufacturers.
A .  T o  the quantity offuitains the Iriih now manu­

facture themfelves; and this muft be fo, becauie there
was a confiderable reduction in the trade to ports o f  the 
North o f  Ireland, where the non-importation agreement 
had not taken place, as well as to the port o f  Dublin, 
where it exifted in 11s full force c the ^Manchelter fuftian 
trade, from the firft o f  O&ober 1784 to the firft o f  
January 1785, laboured under the following difficulties 
and diladvantages— ift  by an old duty o f  io§  per cent, 
on importation into Ireland; then by a bounty o f  
£ . 5 per cent, lately given by the Iriih Parliament on 
home coniumption: by another bounty o f  £. 5 Per cent, 
given by the Linen Board, likewife on home coniump­
tion, which was to expire on the ift o f  January 1785, 
but may be renewed— by freight, inlurances, and ex- 
pences, about 2-| per cent, more— by the late Englifh 
tax, which, on the average, is, upon the grofs amount



o f  our fales, £ . 3 per cent, and though drawn back on expor­
tation, yet the guods exported will ftill be loaded with /  8 
P f r cent owing to the effeft o f  the tax. Befides which,' 
the.Iriih Linen Board gives great encouragement to the 
Iriih manufacturer, by fupplying him with looms; and 
the iriih Parliament gives alfo a bounty o f  /  8^ per 
cent, on exportation, fo that we fhall meet them in

ture at a foreign market at a difadvantage o f £ .  16J- 
per cent from our tax and their bounty ; and in Ireland 
to the difadvantage o f  £. 26 per cent, exclufive o f  the 
bounty given by the Linen Board.

Printers.
W ith  reipeit to the printing manufacture, we likewife 

impute the decline o f  that trade to the increafe o f  the 
Iriih manufacture o f  cottons and callicoes, but prin­
cipally to a duty, impofed laft Seffion in Ireland, o f  i s .  
per yard on all printed callicoes imported from Great 
Britain, and to the duty impofed in Great Britain, which 
we eftimate at about £.  6| per cent, and though allow­
ed to be drawn back on exportation, in general it can­
not be obtained, becaufe the marks put on by the ex- 
cifemen are frequently defaced in bleaching.

Q l Can the Irifh lupply themfelves with cotton wool 
cheaper than our manufacturers can in England?

Manufacturers.
A . W e  luppofe they can have no advantage over 

us, but upon a direct importation in freight and in- " 
furance. /

Q .  Is there any other material ufed in the cotton 
manufacture, in which the Iriih have an advantage 
over our Manufactures? û

Manufacturers. . . .
A .  Y e s — very materially, in linen yarn, which is the 

growth and manufacture o f  Ireland, and which o f  
courle muft be much cheaper to them than to us, and 
of which we buy confiderable quantities from that 
country. Iriih and German linen yarn (which is g e­
nerally dearer than Irifh) is the warp of  all our lower- 
priced, and many o f  the middle-priced fuftians— in

Iriih *  t^e matCr^  *s *inen y arn> which is wholly

E  Have
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H ave the Iriih manufactures any advantage over 
the Britifh, in the price o f  labour?

Manufacturers.
A .  W e  conceive that labour is much cheaper there 

than here, but in what proportion we cannot fay : 
the Iriih muft have a great advantage in the cheapnefs 
o f  provifions ; befides b e in g  exempt from land tax, and 
excife on foap, candles, leather, and many other articles, 
while we are burthened therewith ; and in ftamp duties 
upon bills, receipts, & c .  & c . — W e  know they have 
many o f  our machines already -, and we have no doubt
they will foon have them all. '

D o  not you conceive that the art o f  ingenuity
o f  the Britiih manufacturer will fecure to him an ad­
vantage to him in thefe branches o f  trade ?

Manufacturers.
A .  Undampted, unchecked, and untaxed, we have 

not a doubt but he will be equal, i f  not fuperior, to 
any other manufacturer in the world.

I f  the Iriih and Britiih manufacturers in the 
cotton trade were put upon the fame footing with re- 
fpeCt to taxes and bounties, as well internally as upon ex­
port from one country to the other, ihould you have
any reafon to apprehend a competition in the Britiih
or Iriih market ?

A .  I f  we were put in all thefe refpeCts upon equal
terms, we ihould not apprehend a competition at either
m arket. .

T h e  Committee think it proper, in this place, to
inform your Majeftv, that the above witneiles fent
the next day, and defired to correct their former an-
fwers in the following manner.

Manufacturers 
A . I f  we can, in all refpefts, be put upon equal terms, 

England and Ireland will naturally fupply themfelves 
with cotton goods for their internal coniumptions, and 
in foreign markets we ihall meet upon equal term*,—  
except in America and the W eft  Indies; where Ireland 
will certainly have an advantage in freight and infur- 
ance, exclufive o f  the very great faving ihe will enjoy
in the victualling o f  her fhips. .

Printers,
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Printers.
I f  we were put, in all thefe refpe&s, upon equal 

terms with refpeit to internal as well as external taxes, 
we fhould not apprehend a competition at either mar­
ket.

T h e  Committee having tranfmitted to the above 
gentlemen the following queftions, fubjoin the fame, 
with their anfwers.

Whether the exportation of cotton goods, print­
ed or otherwife, to other countries, except Ireland, has 
increaied of  late, or diminiihed?

Manufacturers.
A .  W ith  reipeit to the exportation o f  printed cottons 

and callicoes, we conceive it may be accurately 
known, by referring to the Cuftom Houfe books, as 
they were not only entitled to a drawback o f  the duty, 
but (as we are likewii'e informed) to a bounty o f  2d. 
per fquare yard upon exportation.— T h e  exportation o f  
fuitains previous to the year 1703, was not very con­
fiderable ; fin ce that time, to the firft o f  October laft, 
it has upon the whole kept increafing, though not 
without f lu c t a t io n s :  notwithftanding that, we are 
greatly underfold, and have almoft wholly loft fome 
articles, for which we not long ago had a confiderable 
demand; but that ingenuity and invention which has 
hitherto fo eminently diftinguiihed our manufactures 
and workmen, had, till that period fupplied the de­
ficiency.

Printers to the fame Queftion.
1 he exportation of  printed cotton goods did verv 

confideably in create in the year 1784; but that increafe 
will not continue, for the following reafons.

On the conclufion o f  the peace, a great number o f  
adventurers to America obtained very extenfive credit, 
and ihipped large quantities o f  printed cottons and cal­
licoes for which no returns has been made.

tr o m  the beft information, the exports to America,
in the year 1784, exceeded the conlumption o f- tw o  
years.

I he Quantity o f  Britifh printed goods that will be 
exported this prefent year, mult be very fmall : the Eaft

India
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îndia white callicoes, which were fold at the laft fale, 
and are now felling, can be exported from 40 to 50 per 
Cent, lower than Britiih callicoes.— There are 60,00a 
pieces o f  Eaft India printed goods now on fale, which 
ufually fell from 80 to 100 per cent, lower than Britiih 
printed goods: from thefe caufes, we expeCt almoil a 
total prohibition o f  our own manufacture.

T h e  quantity o f  Britiih printed cottons and callicoes 
exported to other parts, is very inconfiderable.

MeiTrs. Walker and Richardfon were again examined 
on the before mentioned amended anfwer.

Q .  Y o u  have faid, that i f  England and Ireland were 
put upon equal terms with refpeCt to duties and bounties 
upon their cotton manufactures, they will naturally fup­
ply themfelves with cotton goods for their internal con­
fumption : do you mean, that the Irilh manufacturer 
will fupply th e ’ Irifh market, and the Engliih manufac­
turer the Engliih morket ?

A .  W e  apprehend the Irilh manufacturer will have 
the advantage, and may in time even fupply the Engliih 
market.

Q .  I f  the cotton manufactures o f  Ireland are made 
fubjeCt to a duty o f  ten and a half per cent, on importa­
tion into Great Britain, do you apprehend the Irilh 
manufacturer will be able to fupply Engliih market to 
the detriment o f  the cotton trade ot th:s country ?

A .  I f  the cotton trade o f  this country was protected 
by a duty o f  10 § percent, upon the importation o f  cotton 
goods from Ireland into this country, we apprehend it 
would be a fufficient fecunty to our trade for the home 
confumption.

Mclirs. Walker and Richardfon having tranfmitted to 
the committee a paper, containing information re­
ceived by them fince their former examination, re- 
fpedting the purchafe of  Irifh worfled bay yarn 
beina cheaper than the like fort fpun in England, 
it islhougKt proper here to infert the fame, viz.

A. T h e  information which they have fince received
from Mar.chefter is, “  at lealt 20 per cent cheaper than
“  the like fort fpun in England; which is a itriking

“  proof
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“  proof of the very great advantage the Iriih have over us 
“  in the price o f  labour.

« That the number o f  packs o f  worfted bay yarn im- 
“  ported to Manchtiler from Ireland, for the laft four 
“  years, were as follows ;

In the \ear  17S1 —  ——• j oc*2
“  D° 1782 —  —  *>359

«« n o 1783 —  —  1,332
U  i 7 84 —  —  2,088

(  39  )

5,831 Packs:

( C

cc

CC

CC

Each pack contains 270 lbs-;

A , "  Total 1,574,370 lbs.
Average value is is. 10d. per lb.
Total ammont is £  144,3,7. 5- o. for the 4 years,
which averages annually £. 36,079. 6. 3 — Refides the

h worfted bay yarn imported to Manchefter, they
are well informed that a much greater value is import-
ed into York (hire and to Norwich ; alio confidence
quantities to Exeter, Coventry, Kidderminfter; Wilton,
Kendal, and Glaigow, and feveral others parts o fG iea t  

“  Britain.
f« An account o f  the number o f  truffes o f  linen varn im- 

“  ported to Manchefter from Ireland, for the four laft 
“  years, which is principally ufed in fheetings, checks, 

mall wares, printed cottons, printed and cht?ck hand- 
} kerchiefs, low and middle-priced fuftians.

“ i n  the y e a .  * 7 8 1  _  -  3 , 4 9 ,

So 1 7  o 2  ~  ~  3>995i
2 ,-  ly p  —  —  4,53^1

17^4 —  —  3,543

cc

( C

cc

, . “  1 5>5Ó2- X truffes.
W hich  is upon an average, 3,890; truffes annually.
Each trufs is 33 heads, or 792 lbs.— the average price
o f  which is i / 11 d. per lb. which amounts to / .  176.

« ií3 1; . 9 ‘ y e,arly> and upon which a duty o f  ’  d per 
lb. is charged on being exported from Ireland, which

“  makes



fC makes £. 6,419. 6. 6. per annum.— It is here to be re- 
“  marked, that this only includes the yarn imported into 
“  Manchefter ; that very confiderable quantities are ufed 
*c in Lancaihire, which do not come to Manchefter, be- 
** Tides what is imported into various other parts o f  this 
“  kingdom.

“  Exclufive o f  the above duty, the Englifh Manufac- 
« turer is loaded with at leaft 5 per cent, more than the 
“  Iriih Manufacturer, in cominiffion, infurance, freight, 
« & c . ”

Mr. Walker and Mr. Richardfon think it almoft need- 
lefs to remark, that no non-importation agreement took 
place in any part o f  Ireland, except in Dublin ; yet the 
decline o f  the fuftian trade from Manchefter, has tor 
fome time paft been general throughout the whole of 
that kingdom.

O B S E R V A T I O N S .

On Britiih callicoes imported into Ireland, the duties 
are, i f  ftained, about 1 s. the yard i it white, about S d. 
the yard.

On cotton manufactures, and on cotton mixed with 
linen or filk, the duty is £ .1 0 .  10 s. per cent, on the 
value -, on fuftiains, the duty is 1 /. 10 d. the end. On 
the importation o f  the foregoing articles into Great- 
Britain, thefe duties ought, according to the propofed 
plan, to be added to ^ny excife or inland duties impofed
on fuch articles.

W hatever advantage the Iriih Manufa&urer may now 
have on the commiflïon, freight, and infurance, paid on 
Engliih  cotton manufactures imported into Ireland, as 
ftated by the evidence, the Englifh Manufacturer will 
have a like advantage again# the Jriih, in the consump­
tion o f  the like goods at home. It appears by the Iriih 
account o f  imports before ftateo, that the quantity o f  
Englifh printed callicoes imported into Ireland has rather 
increafed; and that the cotton and mixed manufactures 
have been, during the five years ftated in the laid ac­
count, nearly the fame. T h e  quantity o f  fuftians import­
ed into Ireland from Q reat-Britain  has, during the ù m c
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period, rapidly decreafed -, while the export o f  fuftians 
from Ireland to America has increal'ed as follows •

In the year 1781 —  I>Io8 yards|
17 2̂. —  None.
*7^3 —  24,296 yards.
1784 —  47,237 yards.

 ̂ T h e  export o f  cotton and mixed goods from Ireland to 
America, has alto increafed in the following manner ■

In the year 1781 —  I45 &I2 4 v ; iue>

J782 —  414  7 6 D
i 783 —  1,148 16 —  D

, *7S4 —  8 , 3 1 9 1 8  2 D
1 he export o f  cotton manufactures from Ireland to fo­

reign parts, although not to any great extent at prefent 
appears to be increafing. *

In the yeat 1781, the value o f  cotton and mixed o-0ods 
exported, was £. 11. 14. 8.;  and in the year 178'’ it 
amounted to £ . 427. 1. o.

It may not be improper to obferve here, although it 
does not immediately apply to the manufacturing o f  cot­
ton, but rather to the printing branch, that the export o f  
coloured linen from Ireland to foreign parts, which in 
the year 1780, was only 5,771 yards, in the year j 78- 
was increaled to 119,628 yards, o f  which 8 0 ,2 ^  yards 
were exported to the United States of  America

C 4 r )

S I L K .

Mr. John Merrick, o f  London, Silk Manufacturer • 
Thomas Tatlock, Silk Broker, o f  London ;

. Stephen Barbett, o f  Spittal Square, Silk Manufaftu-
rer ; And

IVdlam Fulton, Manufacturer of  Ribband and Silk,
in Scotland.

Examined.
Has there been a confiderable export o f f i l k  m a­

nufactures from this, country to Ireland ?
A .  There  has. j n



y *

In what articles ?
A .  Large quantities o f  ribbands— a-la-modes— faf- 

tins— gauzes— perfians and farfenets— brocades o f  all 
k inds— plain and figur’d fattins, and a variety o f  other 
articles.

Has the export o f  thefe articles increafed o f  late, 
or diminifhed ?

A .  In general very much diminiihed, particularly in 
plain and rich goods— It has not diminifhed in the arti­
cles o f  gauzes and figured ribbands.

T o  what caufes do you impute this diminution ? 
A .  Intirely to the non-importation agreement.

Can you fay in what manner the Irifh have fup- 
plied themfelves with goods o f  the like forts fince that 
agreement ?

A .  W e  cannot anfwer that queftion.
D o  you know whether the Irifh have any confi­

derable filk manufactures r
A .  T h e y  have about fifteen hundred manufacturers 

in Dublin.
D o you know whether their manufactures are in­

creafed o f  late or diminiihed :
A .  Diminifhed laft year, but we think they are now 

increafing again.
F r o m ‘whence do the Irifh derive their raw and 

thrown filk ufed in their manufactures ?
A . T h e y  have derived their raw and thrown filk in 

part from Italy, but chiefiy from this country ; and while 
the prefent drawback fubfifts upon thrown and raw filk 
exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to continue.

Can vou Hate to the Committee what duties and 
drawbacks are paid upon raw and thrown filk carried 
from this countrv to Ireland, and upon the like articles 
imported from Italy into Ireland.

A. T h e  duty upon raw filk imported into this coun­
try from all foreign countries is 4j. 6d. upon the great 
lb. o f  24 c z 5; and upon the thrown filk, 7s. 4 d. upon the 
lb. o f  16 oz*.— There is drawn back upon raw filk ex­
ported from hence to Ireland, 3. 7 -  per lb o f  24 oz*.—  
There is drawTn back upon thrown filk exported from 
hence to Ireland, 6s. bd. upon the lb. o f  16 ox*.— raw filk

imported
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imported into Ireland from England, pays a dutv o f  
lo  'rd per great lb * thrown filk pays i s. gd. upon the 
lb. o f  16 oz . raw filk imported from foreign countries 
into Ireland, pays a duty to x j. per lb. o f  24 ozs ; thrown

imported from foreign countries into Ireland navs 
2. s. o  f  per lb. o f  16 oz5. '

,-he du(.ties. uPon raw and thrown filks import­
ed direaly from foreign countries into Ireland, are lower 
than upon the like articles carried through this country 
into Ireland, why do you think the Irifh wiil come here

” , ' r rawr and ^rown filk, rather than import it di­
rectly from foreign countries ?

^  apprehend it is principally owing to a credit 
they obtain here, which they could not fo eafily get from

Qi, Do you apprehend that the Irifh can work up the 
raw material into the like manufactures cheaper than we 
can in Great-Britain ?

A .  W e  apprehend in general they cannot
♦ r D °  you apprehend that the ikill, ingenuity, and

j  of the Engl,lh manufacturers, will alwavs give them
a decided fupenonty over the Irifh in the filk manufac- 
tn re r

A. W e  have no doubt o f  it ; we do not believe they 
have a fingle pattern drawer.

Q i  I f  the filk manufactures imported from Ireland 
into this country were made fubjeCt to the like duties as 
are now paid upon the filk manufactures o f  the fame 
iorts exported from this country to Ireland, do you think 
the manuiaCturers o f  this country would have any reafon 
to apprehend a competition ?

A . W e  think the Englifh manufacturer would have 
great reafon to apprehend the competition, as the raw 
material is cheaper to the Irifh ;— viz. as i s .  are to 7 s.
4  "P 011 thrown filk, and as 10 f  d. is to 4 s. 6 d. on the
raw filk.

. Qi- D o you think the Britifh Manufacturer would 
have any reafon to apprehend a competition in the 
liritifh market ?

A .  W e  apprehend there would be reafon to fear the 
competition, even in the Britifh market. W e  fear it the

F  more,
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more, becaufe the Iriih give' premiums and bounties to 
their manufa&urers, and, the retailers, out o f  fums o f  
money voted by the Iriih Parliament for that purpofe. 
W e  ftill further apprehend that therewould be great 
quantities o f  foreign filk manufaClures imported through 
Ireland into Great Britain— French velvets, and in ge­
neral all filks, may be imported through Ireland into 
Great Britain, under the duties intended to remain, 
much cheaper than they can be wrought in Great Britain.

M r .  Tallock, Silk Broker,
M r.  John Phillips, o f  Manchefter, deputed by the ma­

nufacturers o f  that place,
James Malo, o f  London,
Richard Lee, ^ o f  Spiral Fields, and
Thomas Tirqun, o f  London ;

On the fame Head.

W h a t  is the nature o f  the filk goods you manu­
facture ?

A .  S ilk  handkerchiefs o f  various kinds— handker­
chiefs o f  cotton and filk mixed, for women’s wear—  
goods made o f  filk mixed with linen, and fometimes with 
cotton, for waiftcoats -, thefe goods are made in great 
quantities in Manchefter, and likewife in London.

A re  large quantities o f  thefe goods exported to
Ireland ?

A .  None, as we believe.
Q .  A re  large quantities o f  thefe goods exported to.

foreign countries ?
A .  Y e s  ; to France, Spain, Italy, Flanders, Holland, 

and the W eft  Indies ; but ftill more to North America.
Q .  Is the export o f  thefe goods increafed o f  late, or 

diminiihed ?
A. It is decreafed to foreign European countries, 

but increafed to America. In confequenceof the peace, 
the trade upon the whole is increafed.

D o  you know whether the Iriih have any confide-
rable manufactures o f  the goods before mentioned. ?

A .  T h e y
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A .  T h e y  have fome, but they are not very extenfive ; 
their manufactures o f  handkerchiefs, we think, has o f  late 
diminilhed.

From whence do the Iriih derive their raw and 
thrown filk ufed in their manufactures i

A . T h ey  have derived their raw and thrown filk in 
part from Italy, but chiefly from this country ; and while 
the prefent drawback fubfiits upon thrown and raw filk 
exported from hence to Ireland, it is likely to continue.

Can you ftate to the Committee, what duties and 
drawbacks are paid upon raw and thrown filk carried 
from this country to Ireland ; and upon the like articles 
imported from Italy into Ireland ?

A . T h e  duty upon raw filk imported into this coun- 
trv from all foreign countries, is 4/. 6 d. upon the great 
lb. o f  24 oz5. ; and upon the thrown filk, 7 s. 4^. upon 
the lb. o f  16 ozs.— There is a drawback upon raw filk 
exported from hence to Ireland, 3̂ . j[ d .  per lb. o f  24 ozs. 
there is drawn back upon thrown filk exported from 
hence to Ireland, 6s. 6 d. upon the lb. o f  16 ozs. raw filk 
imported into Ireland from England, pays a duty o f  10 \d. 
per great lb. Thrown filk pays 15. 9 d. upon the lb. o f  
16 oz*.— Raw filk imported from foreign countries into

- Ireland, pass a duty of 1 s. per lb. o f  24 ozs.— Thrown 
filk imported from foreign countries into Ireland, pays 
9. s. — -7 d, per lb, of 16 oz5.

As the duties upon raw and thrown iilks imported 
direCtly from foreign countries into Ireland, are lower 
than upon the like articles carried through this country 
into Ireland, why do you think the Iriih will come here 
for their raw and thrown filk, rather than import it di­
rect from foreign countries ?

A. W e  apprehend it is principally owing to a credit 
they obtain here, which they could not fo eaiily get from 
Italy.

D o  you apprehend there is any danger o f  the Iriih 
being able to work up the raw materials, into the manu­
factures before mentioned, cheaper than we can in Great 
Britain ?

A. It might be fome time before they can rival us; 
but we apprehend the cheapnels o f  labour, and their not

paying,
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paying, as we believe, the fame duties on the dying 
materials, might enable them, in a feries o f  years, to 
become our competitors in this trade; and it is the 
mere to be feared in Lancafhire, becaufe the multitude 
of manufactures eftabliihed there, has of  late greatly 
increafed the price o f  labour. W e  have great "n u m ­
bers o f  Iriih employed in our manufactures, both in 
Lancaihire and London, who, after havirg gained ex­
perience in the trade, return to their own country.

Q .  D o  you not believe, that the fkill, ingenuity, 
and taite o f  the Engliih manufacturers, will fecure to 
them an advantage in the articles o f  trade before men­
tioned ?

A .  T h e  manufacture we are concerned in Í9 o f  fo 
iimple a nature, that it depends more on labour than on 
ikill. W e  are poffeííed o f  the advantages arifing from 
fkill at prefent ; but we cannot fay how long thofe ad­
vantages may lait.

Qi. I f  the feveral articles o f  manufacture before 
mentioned, when imported from Ireland into this coun­
try, were made fubjeCt to the like duties as are now 
paid upon the manufactures o f  the fame forts exported 
from this country to Ireland; do you think the manu­
facturers o f  this country would have any reafon to appre­
hend a compétition?

A .  W e  apprehend, that for feveral years thre 
would be no reafon to fear a competition in the home 
market, provided the duties upon raw and thrown filk 
were made equal in both countries, and provided fuch 
goods as are fubjeét, when manufactured here, to an 
excife duty, were made alfo fubjeCt to a duty on im­
portation from Ireland, equivalent to fuch excife duty. 
1  he duty alfo on dying materials ihould be made 
equal...

Should you apprehend a competition in the 
foreign market, particularly the American market ?

A .  W e  ihould not apprehend the competition, if  
the duties on dying materials were made equal.

O B S E R .
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O B S E R V A T I O N S , ,

T h e  Committc, upon enquiry, find the manufacturers 
nre miftaken in iuppofing the materials for dyino- are 
fubjeét to any confiderable duties upon importation in­
to Great Britain— few of  thofc articles being lubieit  
to a duty upon import, and that very trifling

By comparing the general import o f  raw and thrown
; into Ireland, as fpecified in the accounts inferted
in the appendix, with the import from Great Britain
as before ftated, it appears, that the import from foreign
countries is very inconfiderable; but it appears at the
lame time, that the import from Great Britain, o f  thofe
articles, has very confiderably decreaièd.— The import
ot wrough filks and ribbands from Great Britain, does
not appear to have decreafed ; and that o f  wrought filk
mixed with worfted, cotton, and incle, appears to have 
increafed confiderably.

I R O N ,  and I R O N  Manufactures.

M - C rawfiay, and (Mer cha nt s  and M n r a -
M r. jojepb Stanley, of London, J fafturcrs of Iron ;

' -w E x a m in e d .

a  Is it poffiblc to carry on any iron manufacture 
with peat fire only ?

A .  Not to any extent.

- ^  H a y c the Irilh a»y confiderablc manufacture in 
iron wares ? %

A . T h e y  have a very co n fiden ce  one in rods, hoops, 
and nails, which are principal articles; and a variety o f

°  o '5 w i  / , T ld be  difficult to enumerate.
0 . W hat fuel do the Irilh ufe in their manufacture ?

««il* f  w i l -  ’ !liported trom Grcat Britain, princi­pally from Whitehaven. 1

I f



Q .  I f  the iron manufactures o f  Great Britain and 
Ireland were made fubjeCt to the fame duties upon im­
portation into each tountry refpcCtively ; do you appre­
hend the manufacturers of Great Britain would have
reafon to fear a competiton ?

A .  W e  think they would have no reafon to fear a
competition.

M r .  Samuel Walker> of Rotherham, Iron Manufacturer;

U p on the fame Head,

Q .  D o  you know whether there are any confider-
able manufactories o f  iron in Ireland ?

A .  I believe they have fome, but nothing very con­
fiderable at prefent ; we have lately made, according to 
order, iron work and machinery for the purpofe o f  iliN 
ting and rolling iron, to be employed in the çonitruCtion 
o f  a mill, which we underftand is to be eredted in the
neighbourhood of  Dublin. L .

D o  you know if  they have any iron ftone o f  their

own ?
A .  I never heard that they had.
( X  H ave  they any coal mines ?
A .  I never heard ; byt they have lately fent for tools

and workmen to bore for them.
Q .  D o  you apprehend that any confiderable manu^

faCture in iron could be cairied on with peat fire?
A .  1 apprehend not to any great extent.
Q .  Has the trade from Great Britain to Ireland, 

in iron, manufactures, increafed o f  late, or diminiihed?
A .  It has rather diminifhed, as I underftand from

the neighbourhood o f  Sheffield. .
Q .  I f  the Iriih were allowed to export to Great Brir

tain "their iron manufactures, hibjeCt to the like duties
at which ours are now imported into Ireland, would
ihere be any reafon to apprehend a competition in the
màrket o f  Great Britain ?

A  Provided they are obliged to pay the fame duties
on the importation o.f bar iron from foreign c°untries
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which are now paid in Great Britain, I fee no reafon 
to apprehend a competition.

M r. Mathev.; Bolton, o f  Birmingham,
John Wilkinfon of Brofely,
Richard Reynolds, o f  Kctley,
William Gibbons, o f  Briftol, and
James White, of  Birmingham;

Upon the fame Head.

ÇK Is there a confiderable export o f  iron, or iron 
manufacture, to Ireland from this country ?

A .  T h e  principal import o f  iron to Ireland is from 
Ruifia ; fome is taken from this kingdom— they import 
from this country a greaty quantity of iron ware ; as the 
witnefs believes, the greateft part o f  what they confume.

Has this export o f  iron, or iron manufuéture, 
increafed o f  late, or diminiihed ?

A. T h e  demand of  iron in bars has not o f  late dimi­
niihed, but that o f  iron manufactured has diminiihed, I 
believe, confiderably. Their  import o f  iron from Ruffia 
is rather increafing.

T o  what caufes do you impute the diminution o f  
the import of  iron manufactures from hence into Ireland ?

A .  Th ey  manufacture a great deal more themfelves ; 
and have it in their power, from the fmall duty on iron 
imported into Ireland, to manufacture it cheaper for 
themfcives. They have eitablifhed lately at Lucan, near 
Dublin, very confiderable mills, for rolling and flitting, 
as well as forges -, there are other mills in the neighbour­
hood o f  Dublin. The Iriih appear at prefent to be g iv ­
ing great encouragement to their iron manufactures ; 
and we underftand they laid, laft year, a heavy duty on 
wire imported.

Qi. Does not the comparative low price o f  fuel in 
this country give a confiderable advantage to our manu­
factures in iron ?

A .  A t  prefent it certainly does ; but we have reafon 
to believe that there are veins o f  coal in various parts o f  
Ireland, particularly at Drumglafs; that there are collier­

ies
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ies near Dungannon, Bally Cattle, and the neighbour­
hood o f  Derry, and the neighbourhood o f  Kilkenny, and 
at L o u gh  Allen : and five engines, lent from this coun­
try, have been lately ereCted upon fome o f  thefe collier­
ies ; one, we know, at Dunnane, and another is erect­
ing at Drumglafs.

D o you know whether they have iron ilone in 
confiderabie quantities ?

A .  W e  have never known any initanceof coal being 
found without iron ore; and, from good authority, we 
underftand that there is iron ftone in Ireland. It appears 
in the report o f  the engineer who v/as employed in the 
furvey ó f  the great canal, that he had difcovered, in va­
rious.places, Various kinds o f  iron ore, fome o f  it o f  the 
fame kind as the Sweedifh iron ore, and as good in its 
quality.— Offers have been made to fome o f  us, to en­
gage in making iron in Ireland, by a perfon gone there 
from England, well ikilled in collieries and iron works.

Q .  H as the export o f  iron manufactures to foreign 
parts o f  late increafed, or diminiihed ?

A. There has been a confiderabie increafe for thefe 
1 ait two years, fince the American trade has been again 
opened to us; we do net increafe in the export o f  our iron 
wares to foreign countries in Europe ; we apprehend 
rather otherwife ; we formerly had a very confidera-. 
b!e export o f  nails to Lifbon, but we are totally deprived 
o f  that, by the manufactures o f  Liege and other places, 
which can furnifh them cheaper.

D o  vou apprehend that the Iriih have as vet inter­
fered with you in the American or foreign markets ?

A .  I cannot fay they have not as yet done it, though 
I have not yet heard that they have. I f  they continue to 
import bar iron at about £.2  6s. per ton cheaper than we 
can, they muil foon rival us in the trade, i f  not deprive 
us o f  it.

Q .  I f  they can import Swediih and Ruffian iron into 
Ireland cheaper than we can into Great Britain, how 
comes it that they import bar iron in any confiderabie 
quantity from Great Britain ?

A.. T h o u g h  they pay'a fomething higher duty upon 
foreign iron imported from this country, together with

• two
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two freights, yet thefe difadvantages are fuppofed to be 
counterbalanced by the credit they obtain here, which 
they cannot have in Rufiia, or Sweden by our im­
porting iron frequently as ballaft, together with hemp, 
timber, and other commodit.es, which enable us to fell 
it much cheaper ; and, by the convenience the Iriih have 
of purchafing it in fmall quantities as they want it, and 
thereby carrying on their trade with a much lefs capital.

Q,. VVill not the fk'11 and ingenuity o f  the Engliih

trade? UrCr t0 him Sreat advantag «  in this

A .  W e  have great confidence in the fkill and inge­
nuity o f  our manufacturers, which certainly give us great 
advantages ; but the vicinity o f  the two countries enables 
them very readily to adopt any improvements we may 
ma.ce ; and if  they continue to import bar iron cheaper 
than we can here, there is danger that our manufac­
turers of iron wares may go and eftablifh themfelves in 
Ireland,

I f  the iron manufaftures o f  Ireland were made
lubject to the like duties upon importation into this
country, as the Engliih manufaftures o f  the like forts
now pay upon importation into Ireland ; fhould you have
any reafon to apprehend a competition in the market o f  
Great Britain ?

A . W e fhould have no reafon to apprehend the com­
petition if  the duties upon bar iron upon importation 
into both countries were the fame-, but, i f  the Irifh are 
to continue to pay lefs than we do upon the importation
ot bar iron, we fhould have reafon to apprehend the 
competition.

Q i  V\ ill not the duties upon the importation o f  the 
iron manufaftures o f  Ireland into Great Britain, as be­
fore itated, counterbalance the difference that now lub- 
lilts in the duties on the importation o f  bar iron into
both countries, as far as refpefts the market o f  Great 
Ur * t <i l n r

, V  iHcfe goods come into Great Britain charged 
with the duty o f  £.3. 3. per ton, which was fettled 
jy compaft in 1778, we fhould not fear a competition—

they are charged with a lefs duty, they will have an
Q  advantage.
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advantage equal to fuch difference, and in fuch cafe we 
ihould apprehend a competition. T h e  duty o f  ̂ .3. 3. 11. 
ought now to be £.3. 16. 3. owing to two 5 per cents, 
being added, and the reduction o f  the difcounts, which 
is an additional burthen to which the Britiih manufactu­
rers o f  iron are now fubjeCt.

O B S E R V A T I O N S .

T h e  duty upon bar iron imported into Great Britain in 
Britiih (hips, is £.2. 16. 1. per ton, and in foreign ihips 
£ •3■ I7* 1 • Per ton ’ t*1 ŝ dutY *s drawn back upon ex­
portât on £ .2 . 16. 7. on iron imported in Britiih ihips, 
and £ .2 . 13. 7. on iron imported in foreign ihips :— 'Bar 
iron goes therefore to Ireland from Great Britain with a 
duty o f  33. 6d. per ton, and is fubjeCt to a duty on im ­
portation into Ireland o f  1 0 s .  6d. per ton; fo that Ire­
land may import bar iron from Great Britain at a duty of  
14s. per ton, which is lefs than paid by the Britiih manu­
facturer on iron imported in Britifh (hips, by £ .2 . 2. 1. 
per ton : A n d  if  Ireland imports iron direCt from RuiTia 
and other foreign countries, the duty on importation is 
only ios. 6d. per ton, which is £ . 2. 5. 7. leis than paid 
by the Britifh manufacturer on iron imported in Britiih 
íhips ; and no part o f  the duty paid on importation into 
Great Britain is drawn back on exportation o f  iron when 
manufactured.— It does not appear, by the foregoing ac­
count o f  imports from Great Britain into Ireland, that 
the importation o f  Iron, either manufactured or in ore, 
has much increafed or diminiihed for the laft five years. 
T h e  import o f  wire does not appear to have decreafed 
during that period ; but the duty o f  6d. per lb. impofed 
by the Irifh parliament during thtir lait feffion, had not 
then taken place.

Notwithiianding the advantages which were ftated by 
the manufacturers as likely to induce the people of  Ire­
land to import bar iron through Great Britain, in prefe­
rence toa direCt importation ; it appears that, in addition 
to the quantity imported in that circuitous manner, Ire­
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land has imported diredtly from foreign countries, on a 
medium of  feven years, ending-the 25th March 178^, 
4,700 tons yearly.

C O R N .

Meflrs. Claude Scott,
and > Corn Faótors ;

John Vickrafs Taylor, j)

Examined.

Q .  Have you read the bill that pafied in Ireland laft 
year, tor regulating the corn trade or that kingdom ?

A .  Yes.
Q. D o you apprehend that the propofal that is made 

in it, to admit Britiih and Irifh grain and flour to be im­
ported into each kingdom refpedtively, when the prices 
are lower than thofe at which a general importation o f  
fuch grain and flour is adm tted from foreign countries, 
will be for the advantage or disadvantage of  this country ?

A .  \  ery much to the advantage of  this country, be^ 
caufe the Iriih more frequently want grain and flour from 
this country, than we want it from that; and becaufe a 
partial deficiency in our crops may be made up by a fuf- 
ficicnt fupply from Ireland, when a general fupply from 
foreign countries might be too much, and might difcou- 
rage agriculture. T h e  Irifh having prohibited the im­
portation of flour and ground corn from all countries but 
Great Britain, ior the encouragement o f  their mills, it 
might be a juft return to them to prohibit in like manner 
the importation of flour and ground corn from any coun­
try but Ireland ; and this would likewife operate as an 
encouragement to our mills ; we having mills enough to 
lupply the greateft pofTible demand for flour.

The Committee then defired thefe gentlemen to pre­
pare iuch a plan for admitting Iriih grain and flour into 
this country, as will correspond with the regulations 
made in favour of Great Britain in the bill pafled laft

leflion

J  i  S3 " iï
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feflîon in Ireland.— In compliance thereto, MeiTrs. Scott 
and Taylor  have made the following return.

London, a i d  Feb. 1785.
M ay  it pleafe your Lordfhps,

In obedience to your Lordihips commands, we have 
turned our attention to the claufes in the lail Iriih corn 
aft ; and in confequence thereof, have the honour to fub- 
m it to your Lordihips the inclofed account, wherein we 
have ftated the refpedtive prices, weights and meafures, 
which regulate the importation o f  corn, flour, and meal, 
into each country, with the necefiary alterations for pro­
portioning the prices o f  England to thole o f  Ireland, as 
near as the different weights and meafures ufed in each 
country can be brought to correfpond with the fpirit o f
the faid claufes.

W e  have alfo prefumed to fubjoin our reafons for the 
neceflity o f  extending the powers o f  the adt o f  21ft o f  his 
prefent Majefty, to afcertain, with more accuracy, the 
average prices o f  grain ; which will govern the importa­
tion into all the ports o f  this kingdom by one general 
rule, and thereby give proper effedb to the propofed re­
ciprocal intercourle with Ireland, in this article o f  com­
merce.

W e  have judged it unneceflary to add any obferva- 
tions reípeding the exportation, that being regulated in 
each country by prices and bounties already nearly «quai : • 
T h e  mode indeed o f  afcertaining thefe prices in England 
(except in the port o f  London) is liable to much abufe ; 
but as this will very foon be brougot under the confider- 
ation o f  Parliament, in the bill referred to, which is 
about to be prefented, we forbear to trouble your Lord­
ihips farther on the fubje&s.

W e  have the honour to be

Y o u r  Lordihips moil obedient fervants,

C L A U D E  S C O T T ,  
J.  V.  T  A  Y  L  O  R.



A I  O M  P A R A I I V E  S T A T E M E N T  of  the Prices, Weights, and Meafures by which thç Importation of C O R N  and G R A I N
into G R E A T  B R I T A I N  and I R E L A N D  is reguk.ted;

W ith a P L A N  for the Importation of I R I S H  G R A I N  into E N G L A N D ,  on the Principles of the Iaft Iriih Corn Act.

( 55 )

Ireland admits Im portation  o f  C o r n  from  all Foreign 
P a rts ,  as well as from G r e a t  Britain, when the 
general  A v e ra g e  Prices at D u b lin ,  o f  the Six Weeks 
p re ced in g  the Q u a r te r  Seffions, are as follows :

Ireland propofes to admit Britifh C o r n ,  gro un d or 
unground, from G reat Brita in, w h e n  the Prices are 
as under afcertained, in l ike M a n n e r ,  and on C o n ­
dition, that Great Britain gran ts  the l ike  Prefer­
ence to Iriih Corn :

W h e a t  —
R y e  —
W h it e  Peafe 
G r e y  D ° -—
Beans —
B arley  and M a lt  
O a ts  —

s. (!• lb
a 30 o p er  B arrekp f  280

o f  280a 26 o D °  
a 30 o D °  
a 18 3 D 0 
a 18 3 Do 
a 14  6 D °  
a 11 o D °

o f  280 
o f  280 
o f  280 
o f  224 
of 196

W heat —
Rye —
W hite  Peafe —  
G rey  D ° *
Beans —
Barley (and Malt) 
Oats —

N . Ireland has prohibited the Im portation  o f  all Corn 
o r  G rain  groun d into  M e a l  o r  F lo u r,  except from 
G r e a t  B rita in .

E n gla n d  admits Im po rtatio n  o f  C o r n ,  ground or un- 
g ro u n d , from all Foreign Parts,  as well as from Ire­
land, w hen  the A ve ra g e  Prices are afcertained, at 
the  T i m e  o f  the Quarter"Seffions, to be as under :

W h e a t .. . — at
s.

48 per Q uarter W heat — •
R y e — — at 32 Rye —
Peafe — — at 3 2 Peafe —
Beans — — at 32 Beans —
Barley  (and M a lt) — at 2 4 Barley (and Malt)
O ats — — at 16 Oates —

s. d.
2 7 o 
23

27
16 
16

*3
10

p er  Barrel. 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Bo 
Do 
Do

G r e y  Peas not being an A rt ic le  e ither o f  F o o d  or 
Commerce in this C o u n t r y ,  they are om itted in the
Calculation.

N .  B . Ireland h a t in g  dire&ed, that eve ry  Barrel o f  W h e a t ,  R y e ,  Peafe, 
and Beans, iliall w eigh  20 Stones, or 2801b. the Q u a r te r  o f  all  thefe 
A rt ic les  is taken, in the follow ing Ca lcu la tio n , at the M edium  W e ig h t  
o f  E n glifh  W h e a t ,  v iz .  4561b* or 57II3. per B ufl ie l;  B arley  at 3921b. 
o r  491b. per Builiel ; and Oates at 3041b. or 38ID. p er Builiel :

T h e  DiiFerence in F a ­
vo u r o f  Britiih C o rn  
calculated at the 
P a r  o f  E x c h a n g e r s ,

s. s. d. lb .
3 Iriih p er Barrel, or 4 6 E n . p er Q u ar .  o f  456
3 ~ o r  4 6 — o f  456

2 — or 3 0 _ _ o f  456
i — or i 7 — o f  392

. 1 — o r  i 5 — o f  304

T h e  Englifli Ports iliould therefore open to the Ir iih ,  
according to the i tr id  Conílruótion o f  their  C o rn  
A  i t ,  at the Prices fo l lo w in g ;  the Differences per 
Quarter above ftated bein g d e d u c e d  from  the eilab- 
lifhed importation Prices :

N .  B. E n g la n d  allows C o r n  or F lo u r  to be exported 
to  Ireland w hen ever there is an E m b a rg o  on the 
E x p o rtat io n  from 'the nee.

A s  the lm p o rta t io n  o f  Foreign  C orn  at the different Ports o f  this Kin, 
proved, that the Ports have opened for Admillion o f  Foreign C o rn ,  when 
by Negíeót ° r  l^efign ; the Parliam ent o f  2 l i t  o f  His preient Majefty p 
and K e n t .  T h is  R egu la t io n  has proved fo falutary and effectual, that it w] 
were extended to  all  the O ut-P o rts .  A  Bill for that Purpofe was b ro u gh t1 
public Affairs that  Seffions, and the fubfequent DifTolution, prevented its1 
M odel o f  that  Bill,  w hereb y  her Ports are either all fliut againíl Fóreigi 
a i lrong Reafon in Support  o f  the M eafure, and  therefore preftinie to rec-

But as it appear! inconiiftent for E n gland  to allow an Im portation  o f  
G r a in ,  even frejm Ireland, below the Prices at w hich ihe g iv es^  B o u n ty  
on E x po rtatio n , and as Ireland has fixed the Im po rtatio n  o f  Britiih 
C o r n  precifely where the Bounties on E xpo rtatio n  ceafe, it  w ould  be 
proper for En gland  to a& upon the fame Principle, and by the fame 
R u le  :— In w hich C afe  the Scale o f  Prices to  regulate  the Im portation 
o f  C o r n  from  Ireland will  itand thus :

r S u b j e f t  to  a D u t y  o f  3 per 
\ Q u a r te r  on G r a in ,  and 2d 

per C w t .  u p o n  M e a l  or 
F lo u r  th e re o f  to correfpond 
w ith  the D uties upon Im ­
portation  into Ireland.

s. d.
at 43 6 p er  Q u arter W h ea t a
at 27 6 R v e a
at 27 6 Peafe -------- a
at  29 0 Beans ------ a
at 22 5 Barley  and M a lt
at 14  7 O ates ------ a

?dom has been regulated  by  th e  Prices afcertained at the Q u a rter  Sellions ; and E x p e rie n ce  ha vin g  
,/r ? real M a r k e i  Prices w ere  below  the im port  L im its,  by falfe and im p erfed  Returns b e in g  made, e ither 

« « an *or fixing a m ore accurate  M ode  o f  ascertaining faid Prices for the Ports o f  L o n d o n , EiTex, 
i . pCf[. m u ch  co n d u ce  to  the E n co uragem en t o f  A g ric u ltu re ,  i f  the Powers and R e gulations  th e re o f  
rrh t,rf iam rDt reac* t w *c e y anc  ̂ printed : It  lay over for Confideration  till the next Seffions, but

er ogrels :  it is n ow  a bou t to be renewed, and as Ireland has form ed her lail  C o r n  A£t upon the
rain, or all open fo r  the A d  million o f  it, a cco rdin g  to the Prices afcertained at D u blin  ,* we th in k  it 

Amend it,

L o u d o n ,  22d February! 1785, C L A U D E  S C O T T ,
- __  T v  nn a v  t  d
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I

B R E W E R Y .  f i

Mr. Robert Barclay, Brewer in Southwark;
Mr. Jofepb Dâlajiild, from Mr. Whitbread’s

Brewery;

Examined.

Q .  Do you export from this country great quanties 
of  Beer to Ireland ? n

A. W e export Englifh Porter to the different Ports 
ot Ireland, but no other Soit o f  Beer. T h e  trade e x p o r t  
about £ .60.000 worth of  it in value in the year; to this is 
to be added, the value o f  the calk, which amounts t o  a- 
bout £ .20,000 per annum.— Our two houles e x p o r t  near 
4~5th of  the whole.

Has this export increafed o f  late, or diminiihed ?
A .  It has dimin:fhed in fome degree.

T o  what caufe do you impute this diminution ?
A .  1 he principal caufe was owing to a law paffed in

Ireland in the year 1782, enabling, “ That  from the
month of June in that year, no porter fhould be fold
higher than 3 ; d. per quart,”  though the retail price o f
Engliih porter was known to be at 4 d. p e r  quart, b r
which the retailers profit was reduced i o j .  8 d. per hopf-
head. This law was much refilled by the Iriih ; and
proved, as we are informed, in fome degree ineffectual.
I he law was made to continue for three years, and will

expire next midl'ummer.— Another caufe was, that thev
altered their duties in the l a i t  Sefhon o f  P a r l i a m e n t  upon
Beer, and thereby impoled an additional duty o f  5 per
hogfhead; and by this, and other duties, they equalized
the duty on Englifh Beer imported to their own inland
excifc on beer. This law is, we apprehend an annual 
law.

Q_. What is the ch rge of  carrying an Englifh barrel 
of porter from hence to Ireland ?
. A- T ,ie  charges from hence, confiding of  freight 
i.ilurance, and merchants cemmiflion, amount to about

4 f- per



4,5. per barrel, or about 18 per cent, exclufive o f  the
drawback.

O. Is there any, or what drawback of the duties on 
beer exported to Ireland ?

A .  W e  receive a drawback o f  the whole duty o f  8 s„ 
per barrel on beer ; and occafionally a bounty o f  1 s. per 
barrel, when the price o f  barley is at or under 24 s. per 
quarter.

H ave you any allowance for the duty on malt 
made ufe o f  in the Beer exported to Ireland ?

A .  W e  have no allowance, but there remains a duty 
o f  6 s. 6d. per quarter on all fuch malt; whilft malt ex­
ported to Ireland pays no duty, and even receives a 
bounty of  2s. 6d . per quarter, when the price o f  barley 
is under * 2 s. per quarter: this bounty is equal to the 
whole charge o f  freight o f  malt to Ireland, and thereby 
affords the Irifli brewer a net profit o f  6 s. 6 d . per quar­
ter, or £. 20 per cent, on Knglifh malt ufed in Ireland, 
compared with the London price : and this may make a 
difference o f  about 2 s. 6d. per barrel on beer.— There is 
a difference in the Engli/h and íriíh barrels ; the Irifh is 
ü f  32 gallons, and the Englifh o f  36 gallons.

W hat advantage has the Irifh brewer by the draw­
back on hops exported from hence to Ireland ?

A .  T h e  Iriih brewer has a drawback o f  the whole 
duty pa d here, being one penny per pound, with three
5 per cents, upon it.

Q. W hat advantage does that give him on the beer 
brewed there ?

A .  T h e  quantity o f  hops is in general in proportion 
to the tim e the Beer is intended to be kept:  It is on this 
account impofTible precilely to anfwer that queflion ; but 
thev certainly have an advantage.

When the price o f  barley in this country is Under 
2 2 s. per quarter, fo as to receive a bounty upon export, 
do you find that your export o f  beer to Ireland dimi- 
niihes ?

A .  W e  do not find that it makes any alteration in the 
demand for Ireland.

O. I f  beer brewed in Ireland was allowed to be import­
ed into England, fubjed  to duties equal to the exciiedu-
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ties payable on fuch beer brewed in England, would the 
Engliih brewer have any reafon to apprehend a competi- 
tion in the market o f  England ?

A . From the prefent Hate o f  the brewry in both coui-u 
tries, we apprehend there would be no material competi­
tion, efjpecially in the article o f  porter. Bat if  fkilful 
brewers ihould remove from hence to Ireland, induced 
from the preient advantages o f  procuring and manfactur- 
ing Englilh malt and hops, free from thole duties paid by 
the Engliih brewers, as well as from the low price o f  la­
bour in Ireland, it is very probable a dangerous competi­
tion might in time arile, unlefs Iiiih beer imported into 
this country ihould not only pay our inland excife on 
beer, but alfo a further duty, proportionable to the duties 
paid in England on malt and hops; on both o f  which 
the duties are drawn back on exportation to Ireland, and 
even a bounty given on malt when barley is under 22s.

O B S E R V A T I O N S .

T he duty now payable on beer and ale imported into 
Ireland, is 4 s. 1 d. per barrel o f  32 gallons. Irilh beer 
and ale imported into England, ought to be made iubjeit- 
to a duty on the Engliih barrel equal to the fore-oino 
and to the Excife duties on beer and ale, and on th  ̂ ma’ 
tenais ufed in making it; and duties ihould be impokd 
on Irilh beer or ale imported into Scotland, equal to the 
foregoing Inih duty, and to the Excife duties payable in 
Scotland on beer and ale brewed in that country, and on 
the materials ufed in making it there.

It appears by the foregoing accounts of  imports from
Great Britain into Ireland; that the quantity o f  beer and
ale imported from Great Britain into Ireland, has not
during the laft four years, diminiihed ; it was confide*- 
ably lels in the year 1780.

(  58 )
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P O T T E R Y .

Mr. Thomas Byerley,

Examined.

A re  you a partner of  Mr. W edgw o o d ’s ?
A .  No*, but the foie director of  Mr. W edgwood’s 

manufacture in town.
Is there any quantity o f  earthen ware or pottery 

exported from Great Britain to Ireland ?
A .  There are great quantities, principally o f  the uie- 

ful kind.
D o  you mean o f  the white ware or the Queen’s

ware ?
A .  ► Principally o f  the Queen’s ware ; the white ware

is a good deal out o f  ufe.
O. Has the exportation o f  earthen ware to Ireland in- 

^reafed o f  late, or diminished ?
A .  I cannot lpeak o f  my own knowledge; but will 

prom  e an anfwer, and an account o f  the caufe o f  fuch in- 
create, or diminution, as it may happen to be.

Q .  Has the export o f  Britiih earthen ware to foreign 
countries increafed o f  late, or diminiflied ?

A. It has confiderably increafed within thefe two 
years, principally in the ufeful branches. I believe it has 
increafed in all the earthen manufactures o f  the kingdom, 
as they make g;eater quantities than before— I am fure it 
has :n our own.

O. Can you fay to what countries it has increafed ?
A . Principally to the Ports o f  the Mediterranean and 

Spain ;— during the war, the freights were fo high it could 
not be fent there.

T o  what countries is jour greateft exportation?
A . T o  Germany.
Q^ D o  you know that there are any potteries eítabliíh- 

cd in Ireland ?
A. I never heard o f  any in Ireland till yefterdav, when 

a dealer in earthen ware told me they did make fome 
earthen wa?e there.

Q^ h



Q . Is it not the cheapnefs o f  fuel one o f  the moil ef- 
lential c.rcumitancies towards carrying on the pottery ?

A .  It is one o f  the moil effential. '
■Q. Is there any material furniihed from this country 

eliential for carrying on the pottery, wh:ch cannot fo well 
be got in any foreign country, particularly in Ireland ?

A .  The efiential articles are pipe clay and flints. I 
never heard they had any pipe clay in Ireland; but we 
now import flint itones from thence.

Q :  T °  what caule do you impute the fuperiority that 
England has of late years obtained over every other
country in Europe, in her potteries-,— to the advantages 
anting from cheapnefs of fuel, or to the cheapnefs cr ex­
cellence of materials, or to ikill ?

A .  I apprehend it cannot be folely owino- to the 
cheapnefs o f  fuel, nor to the cheapnefs or excellence of 
the material, though thefe are certainly important arti­
cles: I impute it principally to fkill. W e  bring feverl of  
ti>e materials, at great expence, to Newcaftle-undcr-Line 
where our manufactures flourifti fo much.

Q i  ^  ^at are the duties and charges upon earthen 
ware exported to Ireland ?

A .  1-ive per cent, in carrying it from our potteries to 
Liverpool, and putting it on fliip-bcard; to this muft be 
added freight, infurance, port charges, landing in IreT 
land, and the duty there.

Q i  If  the pottery or earthen ware of Ireland was allow­
ed to bcimported into Great Britain, iubjedt to the lame 
duties as are paid on the like wares imported into Ireland 
from hence, do you think that the Britiih potteries would 
have anv realon to apprehend a competition ?

A .  I hope I fhall be excufed anfwering that queftion.

Mr. Jofia Wedgwood,
Potter to Her Majefty ; de­

legated by the Potters of 
Stafford/hire, to fpeak in 
their Names, as well as his 
own.

On the fame Head ;
^  F xam in e d .

(  Co )
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Examined.
Is there any quantity o f  earthen ware or pottery 

exported from Great Britain into Ireland ?
• A. There are great quantities, principally of the ufe-

ful kind. „ T i j  •
Has the exportation o f  earthen ware to irelanc. in-

crealed o f  late, or diminiihed ?
A .  It has increafed very much.

W hat are the. charges of  fending earthen ware to

Ireland ? e
A .  About 7|  per cent, upon the value o f  common

ufeful ware, from our potteries to Liverpool i and freight
from liverpool to Ireland nearly the lame.

Q .  A t  what do you eiiimate the duty in Ireland upon 
earthrn ware imported from Great Britain, according to
the real value of  fuch earthen ware ?

A .  T h e  duty is 15 per cent, upon the value, two 5 
per cents, upon that 15 per cert, and one 5 per cent, 
upon the two 5 per ceots : this, together with the pore 
charges and Cultom Houfe fees, we eihmate at nearly 20 
per cent, upon the value o f  fuch earthen ware. This in­
formation I received from the perlon who has the largeft 
concern in fending earthen ware from the pottereis m
Staffordih're into Ireland. .
- Q .  Has the export o f  Britifh earthen ware to foreign
countries ot late, increafed or diminifhed ^

A .  It has lately greatly increafed, notwithftandmg the 
duties and prohibitions laid on it in foreign countries; 
and making its way into Turkey, for the ul'e oi Turkiih
families, and into other new markets. ^

Q .  D o you know whether any potteries are eitabliibed

in Ireland ? ,
A .  T h e y  have none o f  any confequence: In the ) ear

1784, a pottery was begun at Dublin, in imitation of  our 
Queen’s ware. - Th ey  p r o c u r e d  workmen from the pot- 
teries -in Stafford {hire, and patterns from Mr. Wedgwood s 
warehoufe in Dublin : the Dublin fociety took this pot­
tery under their patronage, giving, £ .  1 5 0 .  tor the tint 
table fervice made o f  it, and a premium ot one-t ir 0 
the value o f  all goods made there. T h e  undertaking, 
however, was loon given u p ; but from recent



itances, there is reafon to believe, that it will be revived 
again, efpecially as they have been fo fuccesful in rivalling 
this country in manufacturing o f  Glafs, having now nin? 
fiouriihing Glafs Houfes, every one of  which has been in­
troduced and eftabliihed fmce the duty laid here upon 
glafs. L

Q.; Have the iriih materials necefiary for eftabliih- 
ing potteries, or can they eafily procure them P

A . 1 hey have, as I believe, moft of the materials for 
that purpofe.

Q .  T o  what do you particularly impute the prefent 
fuperiority o f  the Britiih earthen ware.

A .  The revolution in our favour was brought about 
by the invention o f  feveral new fpecies of earthen ware, 
never made before in this or any other country * and has 
been greatly promoted fince, by the (kill and ingenuity o f  
thole concerned in this bufineis, co-operating with the 
cheapnefs and excellence of the ufeful forts ; and by the 
encouragement received fince the year 1763, from the 
patronage of  their majefties and the public.

Q .  It the pottery or earthen ware that may be made in 
Ireland was allowed to be imported into Great Britain, 
iubje&tothe lame duties as are pa:d on the like wares im- 
ported from hence into Ireland > do you think the Britiih 
potteries would have any reafon to apprehend a competi­
tion. / ..

A .  I certainly ayprchend, that there might be dangeF 
of a competition in time, in their own and every foreign 
market. I Ihould think we were fafer if earthen ware was 
allowed to be imported free o f  all duties into both conn-» 
tries i becaufe the Irifh would not have then fo much en­
couragement to begin to let up potteries, or to eftablifh 
them to any extent.

Should you, in the cafe dated in the laft queftion* 
have reafon to apprehend a competition in the Bxitiih 
market ?

A .  I f  the Irifh potteries fhould once be eftabliihed to 
an extent, it is probable they may invent fomething new, 
which we are not in poflcíuon of; and in that, and in 
other cafes which cannot now be forefeen, they may fend 
their earthen ware to this market.

Q . Shoul^i
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Q . Should you, in fuch cafe, have reafons to appre­
hend a competition, in the fale of the uleful ware, in the
Britiih markets?

A .  I ihould apprehend we fhould have leafl to fear in 
the fale o f  the cheaper articles -, perhaps nothing at all in 
the ufeful : if  they ihould invent an thing, we ihould 
have reafon to apprehend a competition ?

Are not the ikill and ingenuity which our manu. 
faCturers already pofiefs, great advantage in our favour ?

A ;  T h ey  are very grate advantages, and would be 
ilill greater, if they were not fo liable to be carried, along 
with^our workmen, into our own.

M r. TVedgwood tranfmitted to the Committee the an- 
fwer to the following quefiion, which he could not 
take upon himfelf to anfwer, till he had confulted 
the manufacturers in Stafford (hire.

W hat is the proportion of  earthen ware exported 
from Great Britain to foreign parts, including Ireland, 
compared to the whole o f  the manufacture ?

A .  From the beit information I can obtain, at a ge­
neral meeting o f  the potters, a proportion not lefs than 
five-fixths o f  the whole of  our manufacture of  earthen 
ware is exported to foreign parts, including Ireland under 
defcription. —  T h e  manufacturers were at this meetting 
unanimous in opinion, that it is not lefs than five-fixths, 
but fome thought it to be much more; I was afraid of  
over-rating this export when the queftion was afked me, 
and my bufinefs being fo much in the retail line, in ferv- 
ing Engliih families, I could not be fo competent a judge 
of°it as thofe potters who are more in the export buiinefs; 
but I am convinced I under-rated it much, and upon ex­
amining my own books, nothwithftanding the proportion 
o f  my home confumption is fo much greater than that of 
the other potters, I find that the goods I fell for exporta­
tion exceeded thofe for home conlhmption in the propor- 
o f  io o  to 48.
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O B S E R V A T I O N S .

T he duty on earthen ware imported from Great 
Bnta.n into Ireland, as ftated in the foreign account 
o f  imports into that kingdom, is jr. , s . for eve
I .  ioo value.— By the fame account it appears, that there 
was a genera increafe o f  the importation of  earthen 
ware iir.o Ireland from this kingdom, during the years 
1781, 1782, and 1783, which has declined in the year 
J7b4-

S O A P  and C A N D L E S .

John Lees, Efqiure,
the Accountant General, 
and one ot the Surveyors 
o f  Excife ;

Examined.

Is it fuppofed, that any confiderable quantities 
o f  foap  ̂and candles are clandeitinly imported from 
Ireland into Great Britain ?

A* It is fuppofed, that confiderable quantities are; 
particularly into Briftol and its neighbourhood and the 
Welih coaft,

Q .  W hat are the excife duties on foap, candles, 
and ltarch ? '

A .  The excife on hard foap are 2\d. per lb. ; 011 
loaP>. ** lb. ; on ftarch, 3d. per lb. and 15 per 

cent, which, together, amount to about 3Í per lb. 
On candles— tallow candles, 1 id. per lb. no per cent*, 
— on wax and fpermaceti, 3d. per lb. and 15 per cent.; 
which, in the whole, amounts to nearly %\d, per lb.

Me firs.



Mefírs. George and JeJJey R v ffl,
hard and loft foap makers,

Jofcph Fry, of Bnftol,
foap maker and tallow chandler,

Whitchurch and Skinney,
foap makers ; and

Sdmuel Vere and Nathaniel Child,
tallow chandlers ;

U pon the fame head.

Is there any great quantity o f  tallow imported
from Ireland into this country ?

A .  Certainly, great quantities every year, and par­
ticularly to Briilol, Liverpool, and Lancafter ; very 
little to the port of London; the import o f  tailow there
is chiefly from Ruffia.

D o  we export to Ireland foap and candles ?

Is there any import o f  loap and candles froin
Ireland into Great Britain ?

A .  None that pays duty; but great quantities are
certainly fmugaled into all the weitern counties of E n g ­
land and W ales;  and from thence, by inland navigation
into other countries.

Q  I f  Iriih foap and candles were to be made iub-
t e f t i t o  the fame duties upon importation into Great 
Britain, as foap and candles manufactured in Great 
Britain pay at prefent, and thole duties were ftru y 
collefted; ihould you have a n y  reafon to apprehend 
competition in the market o f  Great Britain^

A. W ith  reipect to hard ioap, we ihould have no 
reafon to apprehend a competition, if the manufactures 
o f  the two countries were put on an equal looting in 
all refneCts• we have no cbjedion, therefore, to equal 
d û t Í t o n  importation o f  fuch f o a p . - B u t  the Into 
have a duty of  u . 6d. per Cwt. on their tallow exported 
to which their manufacture o f  courfe will not be fuDjea. 
__We have alfo a duty o f  5s. per Cwt. on baril , 
which the Iriih do not pay, for tney import it duty 
f ree, as an artiole ufed in bleaching their l i n e n . - h: n



true that in the country, wood aihes are fometimes 
ufed inltead of barilla; but then the duty on the fea 
fait, necdfarily ufed with fuch aihes, is equal to the 
duty on barilla (when employed) and the Iriih pav 
but a very fmall duty on lea fait ufed in this rmnfac­
ture.— YVc import alio from other countries, and par­
ticularly from Ireland, great quantities o f  kelp, which 
is a neceffary ingredient in the foap manufacture - 
and on this we pay, when imported from Ireland á 
duty o f  about i bs. 6d. per ton; to which likewifc the 
Inin manufacturer cannot be liable. I f  we import it 
from other countries, we pay ftill a higher duty. It 
is true, however, that a great quantity o f  kelp is made 
in Great Britain, particularly in Scotland, which pays na 
duty. The Iriih alfo have Britiih coal open aP low" r 
duty than is paid here, when it is water borne to any 
part o f  Great Bntian, particularly to London. A ll  thtie 
charges we confider as equal to an additional duty c f  
at lead 2s. 6d. per Cwt. upon hard foap.— W h en 'it  is 
made o f  ohve oil, which the fort ufed in the woollen 
manufacture principally is, the duty is ftill heavier, and 
will add another 7s. per Cwt. in favour o f  the Iriih 
it they pay no duty on olive oil— I f  therefore thefe b u r ’ 
thens are to remain on our trade, we do apprehend a 
competition ? 1

W ith  regard to foft foap; none that we know of is ma­
nufactured in Ireland (they import it from Holland ;) 
but if  there fhould hereafter be any manufaCturad there 
the Iriih would have an advantage in the price of  pot and’ 
pearl aihes, as we pay a duty o f  is. 6d. per barrel or 8d 
per cwt. on thofe articles, which they imporr duty f-ee i
and if  olive oil ihould be ufed, it will be a further burthen 
upon us.

^ .N a th a n ie l  Child and M r. Samuel Vere, Tallow 
Chandlers, again attending, the queftion before 
put to them being repeated, as far as the fame re- 
ipeCts Candles; viz.

Q i.  I f  Irifh candles were to be made' fubjeCt <-0 t ’ e 
lame duties upon importation into Great Britain, as can­
dles manufactured in Great Britain pay at prefcn, and 
thefe duties were ftriCtly collected ; .ihould y o u  have a n y

reaibn
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(  )
reafon to apprehend a competition in the market o f  Great 
Britain ?

A .  W e  think we fhould have .reafon to apprehend a 
competition, unlefs fuch an additional duty was laid on 
the Irifh manufacture of candles on importation into 
Great Britain, as will counterbalance the difadvantage the 
Englifh manufacturer will in fuch cafe labour under, viz. 
T h e  Engliih manufacturer pays his duty at the time of  
making his candles, which is generally fix months previous 
to the file o f  them : The Irilh will pay it only on impor­
tation -, and this diladvantage we eftimate at a halfpenny 
dozen, or £. 2 \ per cent.— the difference in wages is 2 i d .  
per doz. upon the whole 3 \ per dozen.

Q ,  Are the Irifh candles as well manufactured as ours ?
A .  N o t  in general— they make very good mould 

candles for the fupply of Dublin and Cork.
O .  Has the trade from hence >n candles and foap to 

North America and the W eft Indies increafed o f  late, or 
diminifhed ?

A . It has certainly very much decreafed fince the 
compaft in 1778, in both articles.

Q .  T o  what cailles do you impute this decreafe?
A .  W e  impute it to the poffeffion the Irilh have 

now got of that trade— we export but very few candies 
now to the W eft Indies.

O B S E R V A T I O N S .

T h e  duty on tallow candles imported into Ireland from 
Great Britain, is not mentioned in the foregoing account 
o f  imports ; but from Eaton’s book o f  rates, it appears 
to be nearly one half penny per lb .— T h e  duty on foap 
appears, by the foregoing account on importation from 
Great Britain into Ireland, to be 9 s. $ d .\  the hundred 
weight. Thefe duties ought to be added to our excife duties 
on foap and candles.— There  can be no pretence to infift on 
the Irilh taking off any duty they may have impofed on 
their tallow, when exported ; they have a right to a pre­
ference in the manufacture of the;r own raw materials. 
T h e  duty on kelp, except of France, is the fame from

Ireland



Ji eland as from anv other country. Pot and pearl afhes> 
from the Britiih Colonies, and from the United States o f  
America (from whence large quantities are imported) 
are at prefent duty free.

. T h e  export o f  candles and foap from Ireland to Am e­
rica, according to the account of  Iriih exports to A m e ­
rica, appears to be a very increafing trade. T h e  export 
o f  ioap and candles to foreign countries is confiderabie,
but does not appear to have varied much in the latt 
feven years.

T h e  Committee having thus laid before your Majefty, 
the information they have received ; and having itated 
iuch ooiervations as appeared to them to be necefiary, for 
the purpofe of  explaining the accounts, and pointing out 
any miftakes in the evidence given ; it is their duty now, 
in obedience to your Maejeity’s commands, to offer their
opinion on the firft queftion referred to them ; that is,_-
On the propriety o f  reducing the duties payable in Great 
Britain on the importation of  goods, the growth and ma­
nufacture o f  Ireland, to the fame rate as the duties pay­
able in Ireland, on the importation o f  the like o-oods, 
tne growth and manufacture of  Great Britain.— A*nd the 
Committtee think it right to begin by oblerving, that 
fmce the constitution oi Ireland has been put on its pre­
sent footing, it is not probable that the people o f  that 
kingdom will reft iatisfied with the fame fyftem o f  com­
merce that fubfifted before that alteration was made ; for 
though the parliament o f  Ireland, in their laft fefllon, re­
jected the duties that were propofed for the 
protection o f  their woollen manufactures, they im­
plied duties on four other articles of  Britifh commerce; 
viz. on refined fugar,on beer, wire, and painted callicoes ;
tor the expreis purpoie of encouraging their trade in thefe 
ieveral articles.

And it appears, that the T w o  Houfes o f  Parliament o f  
neat Lritain, were o f  opinion, that in confequence of 

the change made in the Irifh conftitution, fome new ar- 
rangement would be neceffary For, on the 17th o f

ay 1782, after having refolved, that an a£t made in the 
hxth year o f  the reign o f  his late Majefty King George 
the iMrft, intituled “ An A£t for the better fecurine the

I “  de-
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( . * 9  >
#c dependency o f  the Kingdom  o f  Ireland, upon the 
“  Crown o f  Great Britain/' ought te be repealed ; they 
came immediately to the following refolution.

“ R E S O L V E D ,  "  3 C/ V
“  That  it is indifpenfible to the intercfts and happineis 

“  o f  both kingdoms, that the condeCtion between them 
“  ihould be eitabliihed by mutual confent, upon a folid 
“  and permanent bafis.”

T h e  prefent queftion is not therefore, whether the iy- 
ftem o f  commerce, on which your Majefty has required 
the opinion o f  the Committee, is better or worfe than 
that which exifted before the change made in the Irifh 
conilitution ; bur, whether it is better or worfe than that, 
which, if  fome agreement is not made, is likely now to 
take place.

It appears to the Committee, that in arranging the 
commercial intercourfe in future between the twro king­
doms, there are but three plans, that can pôflibly be 
adopted. r  ~s .

Firit, That  the ports o f  each kingdom fhould be open 
to goods, the growth and manufacture o f  the other, free 
from all duties, except thofe o f  excife, and other inter­
nal duties.

As there are certainly articles o f  commerce, in which 
each country has a decided advantage, it is probable that 
fuch a plan would cccafion the ruin of  many o f  your 
Majefty ’s fubjeCts in Great Britain and Ireland, and intro­
duce an immediate convuliion in the commerce o f  the 
two kindoms.

T h e  Second plan is, that each kingdom Ihould for the 
future proceed in making fuch regulations, and impofing 
uch duties on the importation o f  goods, the growth or ma­
nufacture o f  he other, as their refpeCtive legiflatures fhall, 
in their wifdom, think neceifary for the protection and im­
provement o f  their own commerce. This plan, which will 
probably be followed, i f  fome agreement is not made, 
will be the fource o f  perpetual difTentions— will necefla- 
rily tend to feparate each country farther from the other;



and, in a courfe o f  years, will place them, in their com­
mercial relation to each other, in the ftate o f  foreign 
countries.

The Third plan is; That the two kingdoms agree on 
certain moderate duties, to be impofed on the importa­
tion of  goods, the growth and manufacture of  the other; 
luch as will iecure a due preference in the home market, 
to the like articles o f  its own growth and manufacture; 
and yet leave to the fifter kingdom, advantages, though 
not equal to its own, yet fuperior to thofe granted to any 
foreign country.— The duties now payable on Britifh. 
goods imported into Ireland, leem, by their moderation, 
as well adpated to anfwer this purpofe, as any that could 
be devifed; but to make this fyftem complete, there 
ihould be added proper regulations with refpeCt to boun­
ties in tuture, and with reipcCt to the duties on raw ma­
terials, imported into each kingdom.

It is, in the judgment of  the Committee, a great re­
commendation o f  this plan, that if it ihould now be car­
ried into execution, and become the fyftem, to which 
both countries ihall be bound hereafter to conform, it 
will fecure them in future from thofe unpleafant contefts, 
to which, in purfuit o f  their refpeCtive interefts, they 
may otherwife be expofed -, and your Majefty, as fove- 
reign of the two kingdoms, will be relieved from the dif- 
agreeable fituation o f  having laws prefented to you, by 
their refpeCtive l  loufes o f  Parliament, for your royal af- 
ient, which, though beneficial to one of  your kingdoms, 
may in their operation be highly detrimental to the inte- 
reils o f  the other.

1 he Committee humbly take leave to refer your Ma- 
jefty to the information given by the merchants and ma­
nufacturers for what relates to the particular branches o f  
commerce, in which they are refpeCtively engaged, and 
to the oblervations made thereon. Th ey  think it right 
however in general to obferve, that the duties intended to 
be impofed, according to the propofed plan, on the im­
portât on into Great Britain o f  goods, the growth and 
manufacture of Ireland, appear to them to be a fufficient 
preference in the home market, which is the only object 
at prefent to be confidered ; for Ireland as well as Great

Britain
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Britain has already a right to fupply its own market, and 
the markets o f  foreign countries, with any goods o f  its 
growth and manufaéture, fubjeft only to fuch duties and 
reftriiflions as its own legiflature fhall think proper to 
impofe.

T h e  duties impofed by this plan on woollen goods im­
ported from Ireland, will be lower than thofe on any 
other article o f  Irifh growth or manufacture, being about 
fix-pence per yard on old drapery, and two-pence on 
new ; which is, on an average, not more than five per 
cent, and yet the merchants and manufacturers in this 
branch o f  commerce, whom the Committee have examined, 
appear by their evidence to have very little apprehenfion 
o f  a competition. T h e  duties on the importation o f  all 
other goods o f  the growth and manufacture o f  IrelandO CT v/ M „

into this kingdom, will, according to the propoled plan, 
be at leaft £ . 10 per cent, and on fome articles confider- 
nbly more, which, with the charge o f  frieght, infuran.ee, 
commiilion, and port charges, will, in the judgment of 
the Committee, be amply fufficient to fecure a due pre­
ference to the fubjecls o f  Great Britain in their own mar­
k et  ; efpecially if  we add, to what has been already men­
tioned, the fkill o f  eftablifhed manufactures, and the ad­
vantages arifing from long credit and great capitals. And 
it  ought to be confidered, that i f  the Irifh ihould be able 
to extend their trade in fome branches o f  manufacture, 
which will probably at firft be o f  the inferior kinds, 
where labour rather than fkill is required, the Britifh tra­
der will in return have his advantage in the iuperior ar­
ticles o f  manufacture ; for which, by his fkill and expe­
rience he may be better qualified ; which advantage the 
propofed plan w ’ll fecure to him againtt non-importation 
agreements, or any new laws that might be otherwiie 
made to his detriment. And as the people o f  Ireland in- 
creafe in wealth, in confequence o f  the extenfion thus 
given to their commerce, the fubjeCts o f  Great Britain 
will ncceffarily derive advantages from it, by the larger 
fale o f  thofe cammodities in which they particularly 
excel.

T h e  Committee have alfo taken into confideration the 
fécond queition referred to them by your Majefty, viz,

^ ' — What
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•— W hat preferences are now given to the importation o f  
any article, the growth, produce, or manufacture o f  Ire­
land, by any duty on prohibition on the importation, 
ufe, or fale o f  the like articles from foreign parts ; and 
how far it may be the intereft o f  Great Britain in future to 
continue or to alter the lame.

For their information on this head, the Committee 
called for the two following accounts, which have been 
prefented to them by the Commiffioners of your Majefty’s 
Cuftoms in England.

On confidering the feveral articles o f  Iriih growth and 
manufa&ure, to which, according to the foregoing ac­
counts, preferences are given, it does not appear to the 
Committee that there is any realon at prelent for alterin°~ 
the fame : According to the true principle o f  reciprocity 
the Irilh ought to grant the fame bounty on Britiih linen 
exported from Ireland, as is now paid on Iriih lineiK’x- 
ported from Great Britain. It would be very inconve­
nient, and even detrimental to the commerce of Great Bri­
tain, in its intercourfe with foreign nations, to fay, that 
thefe preferences ihould at no time, and in no refpeâ: be 
altered ; but the Committee are of opinion, that fome 
iufficient preference ihould always be given to the forego­
ing articles, being the growth or manufaéture of Ireland 
on their importation, ule, or fale in Great Britain,
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A n  A C C O U N T  o f  Articles, o f  the Growth, Pro­
duce, or Manufadture o f  Ireland, which, on Expor­
tation from hence, have Preferences above thofe be­
ing the Growth or Manufacture o f  Foreign Countries.

Linen the Manufacture of Ireland, which ihall be ex­
ported from Great Britain to Africa, America, Spain, 
Portugal, Gibraltar, the Illand o f  Minorca, or the Eaft 
Indies.

Bounty.
For every Yard of Linen of  the Breadth of 

25 Inches, or more, and under Value of
5d. per Yard  —  — -------- — ■§

O f  the Value o f  5d. and under the Value
of  6d. per Yard —  —  —  —  — 1

O f  the Value o f  6d. and under the Value
o f  is. 6d. per Yard —  —  —  — i f

J. M  E  L  L  E  R ,  D. Col.
J. H U M E ,  D . Comp,

Cuftom Houfe, London,
3d Feb. 1785.

F I N I S .



An A C C O U N T  of  fuch Articles, the Produce or
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Manufafture o f  1 R E L A  N  D, as are favoured in the Duties on Importation from thence.

B-icon, the C w t .  ____  _
-Beef ____ _ ____

Butter, th e  B a rre l ____
C alve S k in s — R a w  or undrefíed— the S kin  
C attle  ____ _ __

Cab e and C o rd a g e , o r  R o p e , tarred o r untarred,
r  lax, drelfed o r w ro u gh t —  th e  C w t. -------
H em p, rou gh or undreifed —  th e  C w t .  ____

L i lh  H em p  im ported direéïrly from  Ireland*
f  2 4 th  Ju n e 1 7 7 9 , and 24th June 17 8 6  —  

b etw een  the ^ 2 4 th  Ju n e 1 7 8 6 , and 24th June 17 9 3  ~
*  2 4 th  Ju n e 17 9 3 ,. and 24 th  June 1800 —

the C w t.

is allowed a Bouifv o f £ .  8 per T o n
is allowed a Bo\

U  —r— j ---- * / 7 j j ------------------------------------------------------ r-*- j — - —  is all wed a Boui I
i ie m p  and F la x , and a ll M an u  fa ilu res  thereof, made in Ireland, and

Sail C lo th  on w h ic h  the B ounties re fp eâive ly  have been allowed on Expoi B o n  from thence ; and alio  exce: i  C a m b ric k s  and 
and .L aw n s, fo  long as F ren ch  C am bricks and L a w n s are permitted to be imported into Ire lan d ) lik e w ife  printed L in e n  *

nty of £ .  6 per T o n
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th e  12 0  E lls  ------- ------
th e  12 0  E lls  -------  -------
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TrifSi m s and F re  w en ’ s B ook o f  R a tes, P age 3 75 , is a L ift  o f  Goods 1

L prohibited  to  be im ported for Sale, except m ade and w rou eh t f  r U r  *  ^  ‘S ’ D ‘ C oI«
m  Ire la n d — to  w h ich  ad.t F la n n e l J J- M  E ,  D . C om p .
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To the P U B L  I C.

S- the Political Tranfadtions of this
Country are Matters which concern 

every Individual, a faithful Recital o f them 
muft afford particular Satisfaction. T o  
enect this deiirable Purpofe, has been 
the Object of the prefent Printer of The 
G E N E R A L  A D V E R T I S E R ;  and he 

rufts, that the Accounts oi the Parliamen­
tary Debates, and of fuch State Papers as 
are laid before the Houfe, are given in the 
Paper he Publiihes, with the ítriéteft Im­
partiality, and the moil fedulous Attention 
to Truth. The Commercial Concerns o f the 
Public, the Buunefs of the theatres, and 
whatever happens worth Recital, Domefiic 
and Foreign, with a faithful Detail of all 
that paiTes in both Houfes of the Irifh Par- 
liament, are alfo given in The G E N E R A L  
A D V E R  1 1SER, which is publifhed at an 
early Hour every morning; by J. A l m o n ,  
at No. 183, Fleet-ftreet :— where he alfo 
carries on the Printing Bufinefs, in all its 
Branches, 011 the cheapeft Terms, and in the 
moft expeditious Manner.
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