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C A L L IC O  and M U S L IN  M ANUFACTO RY

I N  G R E A T  B R I T A I N ,  E X P L A I N E D ,

FE W  queflions o f greater importance than 
what is now to be ftated, on a fubjedt 

o f  Inland Commerce, have ever engaged the 
attention o f the Britiih Government.

T h e magnitude o f the objedt, and the various 
interefts which are involved in the difcuffion, 
cannot fail to prefs the fubjedt on the mind o f  
every perfon connected with the Political, the 
Landed, or Commercial Interefts o f Great B ri­
tain.

\

T h e  Cotton Manufactory, although generally 
believed to be very extenfive, yet the mag­
nitude o f this trade, and the national advan­
tages derived from fuch a combination of 
human labour with ingenious machinery, can 
fcarce be fuppofed to have made an impreffion.
equal to the importance o f the object ; becaufe 
the progrefs has been rapid beyond example.
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— It has burft forth, as it were, upon the 
country, in a moment, giving a fpring at thé 
fame time to the induftry o f  the people, un­
exampled in the annals o f  the world * .

It is not above twenty years fince the whole 
Cotton Trade o f Great Britain did not return 
20o,oocl. to the country for the raw materials, 
combined with the labour o f the people ; and 
at that period, before the water machinery 
and hand engines were fuccefsfully intro­
duced f ,  the power o f the iingle wheel could 
not excecd fifty  thonfand fpindles employed 
in fpinning the CottonWool into yarns.

*  T h e  Cotton Machinery in full work, is now fuppofed to 

produce as much yarn as would equal the labour o f  One 
Million o f  perfons, according to the old fyftem o f fpinning 

upon the fingle wheels.

It is perhaps not generally known, that the yarns fpun 
upon the water mills are hard twifted, and therefore only fit for 
one part o f the Manufacture, namely, the warps. T h e  weft, 
or ihute yarns, are for the moil part fpun upon the hand ma­
chines, or pennies; and it is worthy o f remark, that about 
the fame period, aud coeval to the invention of water mill»,, 
the difcovery was made o f multiplying the powers o f  the com­
mon hand wheels, fo as to fp’m at firft from five to ten, and 
from that number to 80 threads (now the power o f a fingle 
jsnnie,) which being wrought by one man, with the afliit- 
ance o f a woman to prepare the cotton, and a boy or girl to 
tye the broken threads, gives a facility to human labour in 
this Manvifa&ure, which is fcarce conceivable..
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_ At the prefent moment, this power o f
ipindles, capable o f being applied to the fame
purpofe, amounts nearly to two millions, in all
Great Britain ; and the grofs return for the
raw materials and labour, exceeds [even mil- 
lions Jlerling.

At fo late a period as the year 17 8 1 ,  the 
Cotton Wool, which remained in the country 
for Manufactures, (after deduding the expor­
tation) did not much exceed five millions o f 
pounds. In 1784, there was an encreafe o f
fix millions i making the whole, eleven millions 
o f pounds.

( 3 )

. About this time, the expiration o f Sir 
Richard Arkwright’s patent dom inated  the 
knowledge of fpinning by water machines —  
Mills were erefted in every part o f  the coun­
try^ for fpinning the warps ; and the hand 
engines, or jennies, for the wefts, encreafed in 
proportion, infomuch, that at prefent there ap­
pears to be 143 water mills, and above
twenty thoufand hand engines in Great Bri­
tain. 2

This immenfe power o f machinery, (which 
with the neceffary buildings and other ap­
pendages, has not cort lefs than one miu L

Jlerling,)



jlerlin g * ,)  is capable o f  fpinning into yarns 
above twenty millions o f  pounds o f cotton 
yearly, equal in value to upwards o f one 
million and one half fterling, for the raw 
material ; which, when fo fpun into the va­
rious qualities for the Manufacture, will be 
raifed in value to four millions o f money for 
the yarns alone.

Thefe eftabliihments, when in full work, 
are eftimated to give employment, in Ipin- 
ning alone, to about t-wenty-fix thoufand 
men, thirty-one thoujand -women, and JiJty-
three thoufand children ; and in the iub-
fequent ftages o f the Manufacture, until it 
arrives at maturity, the number o f perlons 
employed are alfo eftimated to amount to 
one hundred and thirty three thoufand men,

;* . fifty-

*  14 3  Water mills, fuppofed originally to coil £ .  
6000I. ou an average ; but here only averaged at

JOOOl. ----------  --------------  7 Í 5,000
$50  Mule Jennies or machines, partaking o f  the

nature both o f  the water mill and common jennies,
con filling of 90 fpindles each, ----------  19 >250

20,070 hand jennies of 80 fpindles each, with all

appendages, --------------  ------- i 4 ° j 49q
Reels, wheels, carding machines, and buildings 

for the whole hand machines, --------------  125 ,260

£. 1 ,000,000
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N . B . This] eûimate does not include the value o f  the
loom* cmploved,which have coll an immenfe ium.
—  ' Thefc



fifty-nine thoufand women, and forty-eight 
thoufand children ; making a i aggregate o f

T h e fc  14 3  Water mills are ufefully difl'eiuinated over 

the country, extending the benefits ot profitable labour to 

every corner o f  the nation, as appears from the following itate-

( 5 )

ment, viz.
Ifle o f  Man, one Mill - l

Mills in Lancaihire - 4 1

Idem in Derbyihire - 2 2
Idem in Nottinghamihire - 1 7

Idem in Yorkihire - • i t
Idem in Cheihire 8

Idem in Staftordihire -  “ 7

Jdem in Weftmoreland - 5
Idem in Flintfliire - ,  - 3
Idem in Berkfliire - - 2

Idem in Surry 1
Idem in Hertford/hire * 1

Idem in Leiceiteriliire 
Idem in Worcefteriliire 
Idem in Pembrokeshire 
Idem in Glouceilei (hire 
Idem in Cumberland

Total in England -  - 1 2 3
Mills in Lanerkfl.irc - 4
Idem in Renfrewfliire - 4
Idem in Perthshire 3
Idem in Mid Lothian - 2
Idem in Airfhire 
Idem in Galloway 
Idem in Anandale 
Idem in Bute 
Idem in Abtrdcenfliire 
Idem in Fifefhire

Total in Scotland •  .  - 19

Aggregate Total .  .  14 3
one
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■one hundred and fifty-nine thoufand meo, 
ninety thoufand women, and a hundred and 
one thoufand children, employed in this 
'branch o f  trade.

Such at prefent is the nature and importance 
o f  the Cotton Manufactory— to the public at 
•large as a fource o f extenfive revenue and na­
tional ftrength— to the Landed Intereft, as a 
•means o f employing the poor, and encreafing 
the value o f the produce o f the country ;— a id  
to the Commercial Intereil, by the augmen­
tation o f trade, created by this aftoniíhing 
combination o f human and artificial labour *.

Comparatively fpeaieing, no manufacture 
that ever was introduced into any country 
has been fo advantageous to the State.

Thefe artificial powers produce what is equal 
to a great encreafe o f people ufefully employed. 
The people themfelves, foftered as it were by 
the refource derived from fuch powers, multi­
ply beyond the common ratio ; and children 
that formerly fubje£ted the country to a great 
expence in rearing to maturity, in place o f di- 
minifhing, actually add to the riches o f a 
family.

*  T h e  Weft India Planters are not lefs concerned in the fuc- 
cefs and extcnfion of the Cotton trade than the various intereils 
above mentioned. In many -inftances their eftates cannot be 
turned to the culture o f any other article but Cotton Wool.

The
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The additional Revenue ariiing from the 
confumption of whatever is fubjed to a duty, 
whether exhauited (as in the cafe o f  ftamps, 
foap, candles, *  &c.) in the manufacture, or 
confumed in families in tea, fugar, ale, 
and other articles, will beft be afcertained by 
a review o f the encreafe o f the public revenue 
in thofe counties in England and Scotland, 
where the Cotton Manufacture has been efta- 
bliihed. f

It has already been ftated, that in the year 
1784, the raw material o f  cotton wool,, 
(after deducting the exportation) amounted 
to about eleven millions. The following year 
it extended to the aftonifhing height o f nearly 
eighteen millions. In 1786 there was an en­
creafe o f upwards o f one million more, and: 
in 1787, the net quantity exceeds twenty-tw» 
?nillions cj founds.

*  It  has been eftimated, that above the value of fixty 
thoufand pounds annually, in candles alone, are confumed- 
in the various Mills and Jennie houfes, where the fpinning 
is cariied on— befides foap, & c. T h e  Revenue is therefore- 
o f a two-fold nature,— it ariles both from the Manufacture 
and from the people.

*}• It is an object of great importance to conikler, whether 
by extending the cultivation of cotton in the Bririili Weil 
India Iflands, and by importing thefineil cotton from the Eaft 
Indies (which our own iflands cannot produce), an arrange­
ment might not be made beneficial to Che Bricilh territories, 
both in America and the Eafl Indies. ,

O f
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O f this great aggregate the following efti^ 
mate has been made o f  the particular growths, 
which are taken in round numbers, as it is 
impoffible to be correct to a point.

Britifh J  (lands *  -------  -------  -------  6 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0
French and Spaniih Settlements, about —  6 ,000 ,000

Dutch Settlements, about —  —  1 ,7 0 0 ,0 0 0

Portugueze fettlements, -------  -- ----- 2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0

Eaft InQies, (a fmall quantity obtained laft year

atO ften d ,)  -------  -------  10 0 ,0 0 0

T h e  Smyrna or T u rk e y  Cotton, about —  5, 700>000

A ggregate T o ta l  22 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0

This immenfe quantity o f  Cotton (accord­
ing to an eftimate made by intelligent Manu­
facturers) is fuppofed at prefent to be applied

nearly as follows : ^

1 .  T o  the Candle-wick branch 1 ,500,000
2 .  T o  the Hofiery branch 1 ,50 0 ,0 0 0

T o  Silk and Linen mixtures 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0

4. T o  the Fuftain branch ,000,000
7 . T o  Callicoes and Muflins, &c. ! 1 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0

T ota l pounds o f  Cotton 22 ,600 ,0 00

Thus it appears, that upwards o f  two thirds 
of the whoie Cotton cont'umed is purchafed 
from foreigners, at the expence of one million 
two hundred thoufand pounds fterlmg at lcaft. 
__ T h e  improvements however in the culture ol

*  In this eftimate a deduftion is made from the aftual 
quantity imported from thefe Iilands, to the extent o f  what 

is fuppofed to be of foreign growths.
this
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this article in Barbadoes, added to the acquiiition 
o f  the line Cotton o f the growth o f Surinam 
and the Brazils, has been the means o f intro­
ducing and extending the Mullin Manufacture, 
during the lait three years, to a height that is ai­
med: incredible : And this circumftance has in- 
conteilibly proved, that nothing is wanted buta 
fine raw material, to fix in Great Britain, fo r  
ever, a decided pre-eminence in the manufacture of 
Myflins.

It is o f  all others, that branch o f the Cotton 
Trade, which is o f the greateft importance in 
a national point o f view, becauie the whole 
procefs conflits of labour alone, in many inftances' 
performed by women and children.— And 
the value o f the raw material applied to this 
article, is generally encreaied from 1000 to 5000 
per cent.

Tn the courfe of the laft year, Cotton 
Yarns have been fpun from Demerary and 
Brazil Wool, fufficiently fine for thofe qualities 
o f Muflin, in the moil general uiei and from 
the fmall quantity of Haft India Cotton, which 
has been procured, fpecimens of the ikill and 
dexterity of the fpinners have been manifefted, 
by producing yarns fo very fine as to extend 
to 205 hanks in the * pound, drawn out o f 
about two pounds of the raw material— Each

* There is generally about one half wafte Cotton in pre­
paring the Wool, for the fineft yarns, which is in part applied 
to coarfer purpofes afterwards.

C hank,

f 9 )



hank, when extended, meafures 840 yards; 
and the whole is of a length nearly equal to 
10 0  miles.

It is thus familiarly ftated, to aflift the mind 
in forming a conception o f the aftoniihing pro- 
grefs which has been made in this new branch 
o f  trade : And yet it can only be confidered 
as in its infancy: But i f  a judgment is to be 
formed o f its importance from the progrefs o f 
the laft two years, it may fairly be dated as 
one o f thofe acquifitions which ought to be 
cherifhed as a valuable refource, which can­
not be too highly estimated.

The great encreafe o f the confumption o f the 
raw material,* to an extent beyond all concep­
tion for the laft three years, is to be afcribed 
in no fmall degree to the extenfion o f the 
Callico Manufacture, and to the acquifition 
of the Mufiins.

(  10 )
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*  In  1 783, T h e  nett quantity o f Cotton Wool, ' 
which remained in the Country for the Manu- 
failures, amounted to

in  178 4 , It  increafed to 1 1 ,2 8 0 ,2 3 8
In  178 5 , There was a further encreafe to - 17,992,888
In  1786, It advanced to . . .  19 , 15 1 ,8 6 7
A nd in 1 7 8 ; ,  It extended to 22,600,000

In  17 8 3 ,  the grofs value o f  Cotton g ood s,]  £ •  
made, is eilimated at —  —  J  3 ,200 ,000

In  17 8 4  ------- Idem ------- 3>95 ° ’ 00°
1 1 1 1 7 8 5  ------- Idem ------- 6 ,000,000
In  i 7 S6 -------  Idem  ------- 6,500,000
In  178 7  ------  . Mem ------- 7 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0

An
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An important c'rifts however in the fitnaiion o f 
both thefe branches renders the events o f the prefent 
period extremely critical and interejltng.

The preffure o f the occafion makes it o f  the 
utmolt importance, that the nature and extent 
o f the danger which at prefent threatens nearly 
one h a lf o f the Cotton Trade in Great 
Britain iliould be well underftood. The cafe 
is fudden, and perhaps without example.

The rapid encreafe o f the Manufacture, 
brought into exiftence, as it were, in a moment, 
is checked and threatened with ruin at the fame 
moment, by the great encreafe * o f goods o f a

Pieces of Pieces o f Pieces o f
Mullin. Callico. Nankeens,

*  T h e  fales o f  the Ëaft India
Company in 1787» amount­
ed to - - 304,762 40 3 ,8 75 83,009
T h e  average fales of the Com­
pany, for the fcten pre­
ceding years, from 178 0  to
17 8 6  incltifive, is 185 ,964 2 53»45° 27 ,380

Encreafe in 17 8 7 .— In Muflin 1 18 ,7 9 8 1 P .4 2 S S5>02 9
In Callic. 150 ,4 25
InN ank. 55,629

Aggregate encreafe - - - 324 ,85:2— Pieces o f India goods

Average 7 yrs. 1 7 8 7 .

Total brought to fale.— Muflins 1 85,964 304,762
Callicoes 2 53.450 4 ° 3 . 87S
NanHeens 2 7>3So 83,009

466,794
C 2 fimilar/



íimilar fpecies and quality with the Britiili Cali­
coes and Mufiins, preffed upon the market by 
the Eaft India Company and their fervants, un­
der circumftances where the juft and equal 
rules o f competition, cannot operate— leaving 
the Britiih Manufacturers no alternative, but 
to fell their property at a lofs pregnant 
with ruin ; or to abandon their own market to 
the Cal. icocs and Mujlins o f India.

Were.the prefent diftrefs to be afcribed, either 
totally or in part, to a rife in the price higher 
than the confumers were accuftomed to pay, 
the Britiih Manufadturers would have had no * 
caufe to complain. But this competition 
checks the home trade at a moment when the 
quality of the goods are not only greatly im­
proved,. but after prices had been reduced to as 
low a ftandard, as an extenfive and fair compe­
tition among the numerous Britiih Manufac­
turers could render it poflible to do, without 
being fubjedt to a lofs.

Perhaps it mny arife from circumilances 
merely adventitious, or from a fyftem in the 
affairs of the Eaft India Company, which has 
no immediate view to cruih or diftrefs the 
rival Manufacturers at home ;— but from what­
ever caufe it proceeds— the fudden redudtion
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of the prices *  o f  almoft every fpecies o f Indii 
goods, below any flandard that could have been 
conceived, and at acrifis, too, when the Britiih 
Manufacturers had prepared l a r g e  quantities 
for the confumption, is an event, which, in the 
prefent very fingular fituation ot the trade,
preifes exceedingly for the interference o f G o- 

vernment.

• It is nota crifis in the Manufacture o f that 
nature, which often arifes in every branch of 
trade, where a temporary ftagnation is fucceeded

by a briik demand.

the average of. p er piece, difference o f pi ices

*  Fine CoiTac Muflin, which f  about
fold in —  —  at x54s* “4 50 per cent.
Were fold in • —  — ÿ  * 787> at I00S’ L
Inferior CoiTac Mullins, ^ f  f
which fold in —  1783» at 54s. ^ 6 0  per cent.
Were fold in —  i 7^7j at 34s;  I
Loweft quality of^ Coflac f
Muflin, in 4  . ï 783> at 39s- -< io o p e r c n t .
Were fold in - *787> at *9S- I ld * I
Doreas, or ilriped Muflins,
which fold in - T783> at 1 54s* 1 50 percent*
Were fold in - x787> at I00S* L
Mulmuls, or thin Muilins, f
which fold in -  1783* at 90s* ^ 3 3 Percent*
Were fold in - - i 787» at 67s* 6ü. [

So far as the above redu&ion extends the duty upon the 
quantity confumed, is reduced lince 1 783 ,  from  one-third to 

©ne-half of what was then paid.

( *3 )
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T h e  evil has a much deeper root. From 
the rapid encreafe o f the trade, it is plain to 
demonftration, that in the common articles of 
apparel there is not room in the Britiili mar­
kets both for the home Manufactures, and for
the fame fpecies o f goods imported from 
India.

It comes therefore to be a queftion o f  ftate 
policy, to u'hom the preference Jbould be given ?

Independent o f what the British Manufac­
turers have to plead, as being the immédiate 

fu  je  els o f the Jlate— as contributing, by them- 
Jelves and the great body o f the people they em­
ploy, to the re four ces, the firength, and the fecu- 
nty of the nation, by the increafe o f population 
and certain permanent revenue; they have to 
ftate, that thefe advantages, and the fupport of 
the large eitabliihments they have made, de­
pend on their having a decided preference in their 
own market. I f  precedents are even neceffary 
m the cafe o f the Raft India Company, the 
ilatute books *  exhibit a progreffive fyftem o f

pro-

* T h e  Statute o f  the 1 1  and 12  o f  Will. I I I .  cap. 10 .  in 
its preamble runs thus :

V'hereas it is moft evident that the continuance o f  the" 
41 trade to the Eaft Indies in the fame manner and proportions 
“  m » hath been for two years laft pad, muft inevitably be to

tue great detriment o f  the kingdom, by exhaufting the trea-

“  fure



protection for more than a century. And 
furely upon no principle of natural right, o f  
found policy, or public expediency can it be 
aiferted, that the Britifh marketJhould not be 
completely open toits own native Manufactures.

u fure thereof, anti taking away the labour o f the people, whereby 

“  many o f  the Manufacturers o f  this nation become excef- 

44 fively burdenfome and chargeable to their refpeftive pariihes* 

f 4 and others are thereby compelled to feek employment ia

foreign parts :

44 Be it enaCted, &:c. T h at Silks o f  the Eaft Indies and Cat- 
44 licoes printed in that country iliall not be worn in England 

44 & c .”

T h e  Statute o f  7 Geo. I. cap. 7. extends thefc prohibitions 

Hill farther. It ft a tes, “  That whereas it is moil evident that 
“  wearing Printed Callicoeb in appnrel tends to the detriment 
44 o f the Woollen and Silk Manufacture in the kingdom, and 
44 to the exceflive increafe o f the poor, and may prove the ruin 
44 of the Manufacturers and many thoufands o f  your M ajeity’s 
44 Subjects, i f  not effectually prevented :

4< Be it enacted, &c. T hat Callicoes printed in Great Bii- 
m tain ihall not be worn for Home Confumption, &c.M

About the year 1 7 3 2  a new Manufactory o f  Britifh 
Callicoe, made one half o f cotton and one half o f  linen yams, 
was introduced into the country, and being B ritijb  Manufac­
ture, by an ACt of 9 Geo. II. ( 1 7 3 5 )  it was allowed to be 
worn when printed, ilill excluding India Callicoes. And by an 
ACt of 1 4. Geo. I I I .  this indulgence was extended to good* 
made wholly o f  Cotton, which were about that time intro- 
diKred into the country, and are uow called B ritijh  Callicoes, 
whereof near One Million o f pieces are made yearly.

C >5 )
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W ithout wiihing in any refpeCt to leflen or 
abridge the importance o f the Britiih territo­
ries in India, it may be fairly ftated that this 
Nation can only look for certain and permanent 
refource and protection in the bo/Gm of the 
Country— in the produce o f the induftryof the 
people, and in the fit application o f this induf- 
try, than which no article that ever the wit of 
man devifed affords fo copious a field as the 
Cotton Manufactory.

T h e  territories o f India and its revenues, 
whether in poifeifion or profpeCt, are held by a 
much more precarious tenure. Independent 
o f  the heavy expence o f protection, thefe terri­
tories may be wreited from this country by th« 
fortune o f war, or by other means producing 
the fame eiFeCt.

In every view therefore the claims on behalf 
o f thefe diftant fettlements to be placed nearly 
on a footing with the National Manufac­
tures, muft fall to the ground. And i f  the 
revenue in queftion is to be remitted in Cotton 
woods, fimilar to what can be produced in 
Great Britain, fuch revenue is fallacious—it is 
only worth the amount of the raw  material ; 
and, circumitanced as the Britiih artills now 
are, with powers to carry the Cotton Manu­
factory to any extent, a revenue fo paid be­
comes a firm s misfortune, in fo far as it trenches

upon



upon that labour which could be performed at 
home with thofe infinite advantages to the ftate, 
which never can be derived from the fame fpe- 
cies of induftry applied to the Manufactures o f  
India.

Thus it appears, that what may poffibly be 
conceived at firft view as a national blefling, 
ihall, under certain circumftances, prove a great 
public misfortune.

Not that it is meant to infinuate, that the 
Britiih territories and the trade o f India are 
incapable of being rendered beneficial to Great 
Britain. The reiburces o f that country are 
very extenfive in various raw materials, to the 
culture of which it may be poifible by degrees 
to turn the induftry o f a part of the people, 
who may be much more beneficially employed 
than in earning the fcanty pittance they re­
ceive for their manufactures ; and upon which, 
notwithftanding the low price, the Eaft India 
Company are faid to make no profit.

In ftating, however, what occurs on the 
fubjeCt of the Manufactures of India, it is 
only meant to extend to that proportion which 
occupies the Britiih market, and can be pro­
duced o f the fame quality at home.

Independent of this confumption, there are 
many refources open to the company ; and 
ihould they fee it expedient to make up the 
deficiency, by the importation of the fineil

D Surat

. ( *7 )



Surat Cotton W o o l* , there canfcarce remain a 
doubt o f their being able to fend home the re­
venues o f India with lefs lois than b j the im­
portation o f Manufactured goods, becaufe of\the 
extenfive field which the great and fudden im­
provement o f the Manufacture o f fine muflim has 
opened in Great Britain fo r the confumption o f the 
raw material, and the very liberal price at which 
it can be fold above any other fpecies o f the growths 
of America.

But befides the fine cotton wool o f India, it 
might perhaps be poffible to augment the quan­
tity of-raw filk. The importation o f indigo 
might alfo be increafed, and perhaps the article 
of cochineal could be fuccefsfully introduced, 
together with madder roots ^which are faid to 
be o f an excellent quality) as well as various 
other articles ufeful in the home Manufacture, 
for which Great Britain could pay India at leaft 
One Million Sterling, without trenching upon 
any intereft connected with the Weft India

* T h e  fize o f a bale o f India Cotton is about three feet in 
length and breadth, and in thicknefs about two feet and a third. 
I t  is extremely well calculated for itowage, and is fo hard 

preifed as to contain 3 cwt. in the above fmall compafs. But 
by picking it itill cleaner, and freeing it totally from every kind 
o f  fo u l nefs (which can be done at a very trifling expence in 
India) the real ftaple would not only go into a fmaller compafs ; 
but the value o f a bale might be encreafed to 25 per cent, and 

pav a freight equal to tea.

Iflands
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Itlands *i or taking away one (hilling which is 
not at prefent paid to foreign countries.

In this view, a change o f fyftem, applicable to 
the prefent itate o f the Britifh Manufa&ures, 
is certainly well worth the attention o f  Gor 
vernment, and alfo o f the Eaft India Com­
pany ; for although the prefent fyftem o f re­
ducing prices, and encreafing the quantity o f  
India goods floating in the Britiih market, may 
ruin one half of the eftabliihments now going 
forward, and occafion the moil unparalelled dif- 
trefs to the nation, without benefiting the Com­
pany ; yet from the facilities and knowledge, 
added to the powers of competition, which may 
remain with the more opulent Manufacturers, 
this trade can never be an objedt to the Eaft 
India Company, and the fooner that it is aban­
doned, the better.

It may indeed be argued, that this Com­
pany have large pecuniary engagements to 
comply with, and mud fell their goods for 
what they will bring, in order to raife money.

The Britiih Manufacturers have the fame 
urgent necellity to plead, with this difference

*  T h e  very fine Cotton and Indigo here alluded to cannot 
be produced in any 01 the Britiih Welt India Iilands to any pro­
fit, or in any quantity j therefore it does not in the leail de­
cree interfere»

D 2 however
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however againft them, that by felling at a lofs * 
they are ruined, and by witholding alfo their 
fales they arc equally diitrefl'ed, becaufe the 
fupport o f their credit in many inftances de­
pends on fuch fales being made. But the cre­
dit o f  the Eaft India Company hangs on no 
fuch contingency. T h e refources o f that re- 
fpedable body have been greatly encreafed o f 
late, and no limited reilraint can be fuppoled 
to affedt them.

Very different indeed is the fituation of the 
Britiih Manufacturers ! In every view the con- 
fequences are interefting and calamitous, both 
to the individuals concerned and to the nation ; 
for on a fuppofition that only one half of the 
mills and machinery now in ule were to be fud- 
denly thrown idle, it would not merely be the 
lofs of half a million of money funk in this 
machinery, which muft become rubbiih, and 
fell for nothing ; but in the derangement o f a 
great and ufeful fyftem ; in the lofs o f  the ex- 
tenfive powers derived from the combination 
o f human and artificial labour, perhaps equal 
to the common exertions of half a million o f

* According to the prices of India goods at the laft fale, 
the Britiih Manufacturers, if they fell their flocks on the fame 
terms, muft fubmit to a redu&ion of capital ufefully employed, 
to the extent, o f i6o ,ooo l. at leaft. Their goods cn hand en- 
creafe daily, and the yarns are alio acctamu’ating very fait, 
becaufe the proprietors o f mills cannot difcharge their people 

trained to the bufinefs, without certain ruin.
people ;



people ; and in the calamity which would re- 
i'ult from throwing idle a great body o f men, 
women and children, trained at much expence 
to this bufinefs, many o f whom without any 
other refource but to return upon the pariihes 
or hofpitals, from whence this ufeful branch 
o f induftry had drawn them.

Nor is it to be fuppofed, i f  by a fudden mif- 
fortune o f this kind the capitals o f  a great 
body of the Manufacturers are to be diiTolved, 
and their aCtive powers in their own country 
either checked or taken away, that fome o f 
the enterprizing foreign nations* around may 
not wifh to build a foundation on thefe exten- 
five ruins, by inviting the Britiih artifts, with 
many of thofe who have been trained by their 
Ikill and induftry to look for that fubiiftance 
and aiylum abroad which a ruined fortune 
denies them at home.

Such are the ex ten five mifchiefs which would 
probably reluit from depriving the Britiih M a­
nufacturer of the complete poileftion of the 
home market !

It is impoihble to eftimate the national lofs 
that would refult from any derangement o f a

*  Orders have lately been fent to Mancheiter, to purchafe 
yarns for the ufc of the Foreign Cotton Manufadhires.

fyftem
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fyitem which is ready to fpring upon the coun­
try, fraught with advantages which no nation 
on earth ever enjoyed ; for there is no given 
extent which the mind o f man can conceive, 
to which the cotton trade in Great Britain may 
not go, i f  properly proteâed.

T h e  national advantages therefore in pro- 
fpedt may be eftimated exceedingly beyond 
what are in poiieffion, and it is only neceiTary 
to recur to the important fa d  relative to the 
aftonifhing encreafe o f the confumption o f the 
raw material for the laft three years'*, toraiiein 
the mind conceptions with regard to this trade, 
unbounded as a fource both of produdtive re­
venue and national ftrength.

Let it even be admitted, that it has advanced 
too rapidly, and that it has extended too fa r ; 
it is only an additional argument for its pro­
tection. The powers of machinery are cre­
ated. The people are trained, and their in- 
duftry is applied to the general fyftem.

It would therefore be a fpecies of political 
murder to allow thefe powers to periih, while 
it is poftible to adminifter any remedy, by 
which they may be foftered and kept alive.

It is an interefting fubjedt in every point of 
view. It involves in it the whole extent of 
the various interefls of the country.

*  See page 10 .
it
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It is a crifis, which hangs up as it were in a 
balance a very extenfive and productive branch 
o f the cotton trade, either to be gained or loft 
to the country, by the ineafures which lhall 
preponderate the fcale.

It is a cafe fudden and without example, and 
requires a remedy to be adminiftered with

promptitude, and equal to the preifure o f  the 
occafion.

Thediftrefles already manifefted *, and which 
mult foon burft forth upon the country in a 
much greater degree, is a feature in the pre­
fent difcuffion extremely unpleafant to bring 
forward. But faCts are ilubborn arguments, 
and on the prefent occafion a regard to the na­
tional profperity requires that they ihould be 
itated.

Let the Manufacturers and the Cotton Spin­
ners indulge a hope, that the Eait India Com­
pany will view the national importance o f this 
trade, through that juft medium, by which £ n-
gliihmen eitimate the profperity o f their native 
country.

* The utmoit diftrefs prevails among the cotton fpinners in 
many o f the populous towns in Lancaihire and Cheihire, who 
fpin upon the jennies ; and reprefentations are faid to be fent 
to his Majefty’s Minifters, claiming the proteftion of the Bri­
tiih Government againft the Manuiaitures o f  India.

Let
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Let a hope alfo be indulged, that this Great 
Company, and the refpettable body of men, 
who diredt its operations, will confider the cafe 
o f the Britiih Manufacturer with difpaffion, 
and with a juit regard to the general intereits 
o f  the Empire : And by feeing the importance 
o f  this trade, that they will look for other 
commercial refources, by which the intercourfe 
between Great Britain and India may be turned 
into a channel, calculated tofofter, to enrich, 
and to fupport each other.

Let a hope at all events be encouraged, that 
the experiment will be tried ; that ideal diffi­
culties ihall not Itand in the way of a fyftem, 
pregnant with fo much good to both Countries ; 

and that the aid of a Britiih Miniiter will not 
be with eld, at fo intereiling a crifis.

It is yet poffible, to eftabliih in Great Bri­
tain, a pre-eminence in the Cotton Trade, 
which muft fecure it to the country, for cen­
turies to come, to the exclufion of all Europe. 
Every confideration therefore, of revenue on 
Eait India goods, can only be eitimated as duil 
in the ballance, when oppofed to the fupport 
of a fyftem, which muft repay it, a thoufançl 
fold. < V

The Silk Manufacture was thought of fuffi-
cient importance almoft a century ago, to oc-

caiioa



calîon a legiflative regulation, calculated to gwe 
it complete prote&ion, in oppofition to the fimi- 

lar manufactures o f  India.

T h e Cotton Trade, in point o f  magnitude 
and importance in profitable labour, goes fo ex­

ceedingly beyond mod branches of Manufac­
ture, in behalf o f which a decided protection 
is eftabliihed, that the propriety o f its being 
alfo fecured certainly cannot admit o f a queftion.

It is believed that the prohibition upon the 
filk goods o f India was not materially felt in 
that country. The labour o f the people went 
on as formerly, and other fources o f  employ­
ment were found.

The fame would probably happen with re­
gard to the callicoes and muflins;

The Cotton Manufactures o f Bengal and 
the other territories of India, are too exten- 
five to feel the effedt of any diminution, which 
may arife from fuch fit arrangements as it may 
be neceffary to make in Great Britain for the 
fecurity o f the home trade *.

A  change o f fyftem therefore, on the part 
of the Company, i f  followed up by fuch re­
gulations as ihall direft the induitry o f a part

*  I t  ha* been aflerted, that the Northern parts o f  Africa 
would take immenfe quantities o f  Cotton goods, i f  propef 
meafures were adapted to diiTeminatc the trade in thofe popu­
lous countries.

JS of
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c f  the Hindoos, and other natives o f India, 
to a channel better adapted to the Britiih 
Commerce, may be attended with the moft 
falutary confequences.

T o  the Biitiih Manufacturers, the mere im - 
preffion fixed on the minds o f the purchafers 
o f  callicoes and muilins, that they were not 
to be counteracted ,by a fudden influx o f India 
goods, would prove as beneficial as the ad  
itfelf o f  withholding fales.

A t prefent that fpirit o f fpeculation, fo 
neceffary to give energy to trade, is 
checked at all hands, by the dread upon 
the minds o f the buyers, o f  being fubje&ed to 
a lofs in confequence o f the great uncertainty 
with regard to the extent o f fale, and the 
rapid fall in the prices.

Thus the dealers are afraid to purchafe, and 
the Eritiih Manufacturers, from the late un- 
ufual frequency of fales at the Eaft India 
Houfe, (particularly in the private trade) arc 
unable to vend their goods to any extent.

Were it poffible to remove this impreffion, 
to give the dealers fome fort of fecurity, that 
no event could take place, which would fud- 
denly reduce their property, either by limiting 
the quantity to be imported, or limiting the 
up-fet price j large fums would ilill be veiled

i  in



in Britiih muilins and callicoes, and a fpirit 
would be given to the trade, which could not 
fail to be very beneficial.

Thofe middle men, between the Manu­
facturers and the retailers (who'have large capi­
tals, which they would occafionally lay out 
in Britiih goods, to the great eafe and con­
venience o f  thofe, whofe dépendance are on 
quick fales,) are at prefent retrained and kept 
back, becaufo a fyftem prevails in the mode o f 

felling Eaji India goods, [by felling wider prime 
cojl) which trenches upon every common principle, 
by which the rife andfall o f merchandize is re­
gulated ; and thus it happens, that the Britiih 
ManufafrifreSrs have two evils to combat— the 

real competition from the excefjive quantity o f 
India good^ not likely to be diminijhed, becaufe 
unprofitable, and the inipreffion on the minds of 
the buyers which this circumftance creates -, and 
which are equally hoftile to thofe aids arifing 
from quick fales, by which the Manufacturers 
are enabled to go on.

This effeCt, (which muft be obvious to all 
who are acquainted with Commercial ideas) 
is ftated merely to ihew, that by placing the 
Manufacturers on a certainty, with regard to 
the aCtual extent o f any competition in the 

„ fame trade; the benefit they muft derive,
would
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would extend exceedingly beyond the mere 
quantity o f India goods, that m ay be with» 
drawn from the Britiih confumption. *•

N or would the advantages be lefs to the 
Company in their general foreign fales ; for no 
perfon can eftimate the mifchiefs which refult 
from preifing forward upon a market immenfe 
quantities o f goods, indefinite and not afcer- 
tained, till near the period when a fale is to

«
take place.

Combining therefore the advantages likely 
to refult from importations o f the raw mate­
rial, with a new fyftem in the fales of the Eaft- 
India Company ; there is every reafon to be­
lieve that a plan may be formed, by which the 
Britiih territories in Europe and the Eaft 
Indies may become mutually beneficial to the 
commerce, the ftrength and the fecurity o f 
the Britiih Government in every part o f  the 
World.

London, gtb April, 1788.
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