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“THE

ARRANGEMENTS, &.

TH E fpirit of commerce, by making
the many lefs dependent on the few, gradual-
ly overturned the mafly fabrick of the feu-
dral conftitutions. Theprogrefs of this
{pirit has, even in'the fhort period of the
prefent ‘century, foftened the temper of
every European government. And it was
the filent prevalence of this fpirit, more per-
haps 'than the'avowed operations of defign,
which, during late times, prompted fo many
requefls on the part of Ireland and dictated
fo many grants by Great Britain.

That much has been afked at different
times and much has been given will not be
A2 regretted



QR S

regretted by thofe, who with to fee fellow
Vfub.]e&s enjoy equal privileges; or by thofe,
who value above all things the bleflings of
domeftic quiet within a convulfed Empire,
It is only to be lamented, that what was at
laft done, was not decifively done, on the fair
principles of mutual advantage and lafting
contentment.

If we briefly review the reftraints, which
had been impofed formerly by our mey-
cantile avarice more than by our political
jealoufy; if we thortly confider the relief
which has been given, during the laft feven
years, by our apprehenfions, more than by
our policy; if we compare the extent of what
Ireland ac&tually enjoys with the little that is
now withheld; we fhall fee the truth of that
regretin the beft light, and probably deter-
mine, that there is now nothing in conteft
between the fifter kingdoms, which can poi-
fibly counter=balance the difagreeablenefs of
future altercation, the pleafures of promi-
fed concord, and the profit of equal induftry,
direCted to one common end.

In
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- In 1778, which may be regarded as the
-period of rigour and the beginning of con- -
. «ceffion, the produce of Ireland, except wool-
lens, cottons, and hats, glafs, hops, gun-
powder, and coals, were allowed to be ex-
ported * to the Britith Colonies in Ameriea,
and to the Britith fettlements in Africa.
Iron too was permitted, on paying fpecified
duties. And foreign manufactures, which
shad been imported through England into
Ireland for her own confamption, were
equally allowed to be tranfported to the fame
diftant markets. ’

To enable us to judse, of the value of
what was then given, or withheld, we ought
to recolle@, that this a& oniy reftored an-
cient rights, without conferring new ones.
All this and more might have been lawful-
ly done from the commencement of co-
lonization to the epoch of the reftora-
tion: All this was permitted to be done,

* By 18 GeoiTiL ch.25. But the articles, which
. were then exccpted were allowed by the 20 Geo. II1.
. ¢h. 10, foropening the Colony Trade.

by
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by the act of navigation itfelf *. Even the
faw, which in the firft inftance, excluded Ire-
land from the unreftrained trade of otr. dif-
44nt deminions, allowed fervants, horfes and
~vicuals to be fent from Ireland to our colo-
aies*; and to thefe articles linens  were ad-
ded by the 3and 4 of An. ch.-8.—=If we re-
flect, that the Irith exports of provifions
andlinenzlone amounted yearly to 3, 2 s0,000/
swhile the annual value of the wholeexported
produs of Ireland was only 3,500,000/ 1,
we fhall not probably think, that many of
the reftraints on that effential right of
every community, to make the moft of its
own advantages, ‘were even then with-
drawn.

When the embargoes and embarraffments
of the war filled up at length the meafure of
Ireland’s diftrefles; when the Irith atked
plainly for a free trade as an adequate relief

% See 12 ch. 2, ch. 18.
4By 15 ch. 2. ch. 7. |
-3 See Mr, Young’s tour im Ireland, Apen. p. 144.
' : from
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from commercial burdens, we relinquithed

much, but did not granta free trade. 4
In 1779 indeed we had allowed the im-
portation of tobacco, being the growth o'Ek
Ireland, under the like duties and regula-
tions as American tobacco, when imported
into Britain. A regard to our own manu-

faGures more than to theirs had induced us
atthe fame time to granta bounty on the im-
port of Irith hemp into this kingdom *.

~ But it was not till 1780, that after much
delay, without much confideration, we re-
ftored to Ircland an equal trade to the Bri-
tith colonies in Africa and America+; in-
cluding the export of her woollens, which
it had been the obje&t of fo many laws ta
prevent. We allowed too a dire@ com-
merce between Ireland and the Levant, by
perfons free of the Levant Company. And
the goldandfilverceins,which the Irifhabfen-
tees were {uppofed to have brought into Eng-

land were now permitted to be fent back to
Ireland .

* Byag Geo. 111, ch.37.
-4 By 20 Geo. 111, ch. 10.
3 For all which fee 20 Geo, I1I, ch. 18.

This
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This thenisthe amount of what may be cal-
led Lord North’sconceflionstoIreland, What-
everdifadvantage may have refulted from them
to Britain he merits the blame :— Whatever
good flowed from them to Ireland he equally
deferves her praife. Certain however it is,
that after all Ireland did not enjoy compleat-
ly the plantation trade: Fora people, who
cannot difpofe of the commodities, which
remain after domeftic confumption is fatis-
fied, cannot confume at the cheapeft rate;
fince every ultimate difadvantage muft be
confidered by the fupplier both in buying
and felling: Now, Ireland was ftill reftrain-
ed, by an a&#* pafled only eight years be-
fore, from fending out of her own ports the
colony produce to Britain. The domef-
tic manufaGures of Ireland continued ftill
to be loaded with many burdens, and her
traffick with foreign countries to be prevent~
ed by a thoufand obftructions. To take
away with one hand what is given by the

¢ 12 Geo, 111 ch. 55.

other,
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other, can never merit the praife of liberali-
ty, however it may be contemned as equally
inconfiftent with plain dealing as it is with
found policy. | |

Amidft her fubfequent embarrafiements
Ireland thought, ‘what no one who loves
freedom will blame her for thinking, “that
the could manage beft her own affairs her
own way. With this view, fhe afked for
a free legiflature ;  for a parliament over
which no other parliament thould be para-
mount. ~And Mr. Fox propofed in 1782,
and caufed to be ena&ed a law * for repeal-
ing the ftatute of the 6th of Geo. I. which

fecured the dependengy of Ireland, But,

with all his renown for promptitude and de-
cifivenefs he did not grant all that was afked,
or at leaft what was regarded in Ireland as
effeftual to the end. " And he once more
effayed his legiflative talents, by carrying
through in the fubfequent year, an act +
for declaring, that the right cluimed by the
people of Treland to be bound by laws made in

# 22Geos I1I. ch, 53. t+ 23 Geo, III. ch, 28,

B thetr



(10 )

their own Parliment, qnd to have 'a}l lawfuits .
decided finally in their own: courts, fhallbe efia=

blifbed for ever, The declaration made thus
to Ireland, ¢kat your legiflature fhall in future.
be free, though a fimple propofition, con-
tained many confequences, that were by no
' means apparent to every one, and that were
perhaps not all forefeen, by the author of
the Irith revolution. For,the energy of the
Britifh legiflature being thus withdrawn, all
Britith a&s of legiflation ceafed to operate
in Ireland: Neither reftri&ions nor facili-
ties, which bad flowed from a fountain,
that no longer flowed, could any more ad-
minifter either good or evil to Ireland. If
any mifchief has refulted to Britain from
thefe meafures, Mr. Fox merits the blame :
whatever benefits have refulted to Ireland
he equally merits her commendations. We

thall probably find by no long 1 mqu:ry, that
fome advantages and many inconveniencies
did refult from the before mentioned mea-
fures ; owing to a real want of forefight in
the authors of them, and to the confequent
want of fyftem, both in the obje¢t and the

means. The
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The change itfelf may have indeed pro-
duced fome inconvenience to Ireland firft,
and to Britain afterwards. But, it was the
inadequatenefs of the inconfiderate modes
to the beforementioned ends, which gave
rife to the recent difputes and dangers, both
commercial and political. Lord North (as
we have feen) avowedley opened to Treland
the trade to our Colonies : Mr. Fox virtual-
ly extended the Irith commerce with foreign
nations: yet, both thefe minifters left the
trade and navigation between the Sifter
Kingdoms, which, confidering their rela-
tionthip and proximity, ought to be the moft
free, obnoxious to many difputes and liable
to fome obftructions. - The Irith naturally
inferred, that when a thing is given, all muft
neceflarily be given, without which the
fame thing cannot be enjoyed. When they
found moreover their Portugal trade embar-
raflfed, their jealoufy traced up the caufe to
the fame temper, which, after pretending
to give the whole had only given a part,
Thqy feared, that the admitting freely into

Britain without a duty the provifions of Ire-
- B2 land
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land would operate as a tax upon their owr
confumption. 'They complained, that the
prohibiting by high duties the import;iﬁ?m
of their woollens and other ftuffs intoBritain,
while they excluded from their’ markets
foreign goods of the fame kind, fhewed a
difpofition to opprefs, without benefitting
the oppreflors themfelves: - and that the al-
lowing of drawbacks on the export of Briti(h
refined {ugars, failcloth and cottons, amount-
ed to a tax on their inconfiderable manufac-
tures of the fame kind. To quiet thefe
complaints, by removing or obviating the
chief caufe of them, no provifion fzems to
have been made-either by Lord North,
Mr. Fox; fince no inquiries were certamly
made by either of them into the real ftate
of the manufa&tures of both countries, in
order to remove the jealoufies of tradefmen,
by putting the manufactures and bufinefs of
all upon an equitable footing; and by
getting in return fome fecurlty for future
fatisfaction.

'To the beforementioned caufes may be

truly refc.ned the defire of protecting duties
and
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and equalizing drawbacks, which have been
infifted on, together with atlociations of non-
unportatxon of Britith manufa&ures, which
were a&ualiy executed with no {mall cﬁ'cc’r
when legal modes of redrefs had been de-
nied. And while Britain began to enjoy all
the bleflings of returning peace, Ireland fell
back into an aby(s of degper diftractions, and
feemed ready to feek relief even from the
miferies of civil war,

The difturbances of Ireland, which thus
plainly arofe from large conceffions without
previous concert, and from-a pofitive admif-
fion of independence withiont any agreement
of future aid, were bequeathed with other
fimilar legacies by the late minifters to the
prefent. Of thisu ftate the whole nation
felt the unhappinefs;..and every one wifhed
for an inveftigation of the true caufes of
thofe diforders, that effeGual remedies might
be fought. (The wifhes of the public were
doublefs gomphed with, by much inquiry
firft, and by much confideration afterwards.
- Were we to judge from actual effects more

- than from“public report, we may infer, that

‘ " . X ‘w tllore
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thofe perfons who knew beft the affairs of
Ireland and were intrufted with her inte-
refts, have been confulted with regard to
the origin of the difeafe as well as to the
efficacy of the cure.

Of the Irith Paliament it cannot be afier-
ted, as of the American Congrefs, that
when opprefled by their grievances they
declined to trace up their fufferings to the
true fource, to avow their zcal object, and
to point out plamly {fuch means as would be
fully adequate to the end of removing real
diftrefs and preventing after jealoufie «.To
juftify this remark it 1s uhncceﬁ'ary to re-
capitulate the addrefles of the Irith Parlia-
ment, during the laft feven years. It is fuf-
ficient to mention the Refolves, which were
entered into, on the 7th of February, 1785,
by the Irith Commons, with fuch apparent
fincerity and zeal, for encourging and extend-
ing the trade between Great Brztam and Ire-
land, and for fettling the intercourfe and com-
merce between them on permanent and equit-
able principles, in order to promote the mutual
benefit of both countries.

Whether
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Whether thefe are obje@s of the highe(t
‘amportance to the general intereft of the
Britith Empire, what unprejudiced per-
fon can doubt? As the Parliamentary Re-
folutions of a fifter kingdom, they merit ' the
higheft attention; as propofals direGed to
the moft ufeful end, they deferve the moft
candid difcuflion; and as meafures which
lead dire@ly to the peaceful fettlement of
a diftractted Empire upon a digefted plan
of fyftematic government, thefe propofals
ought to be fupported by every wife and
good man, were they lefs juft in their prin-
ciple and lefs falutary in their means.

Though the fpecifick -propofals of the
Irifh Parliament have been detailed, for the
fake of perfpicuity, into ten refolutions,
they may be confidered under three diftin&
heads : 1ft, As they tend to affe@ our do-
meftic manufa&ures; 2dly, As they will
probably enlarge or diminith the foreign
trade of both ; and 3dly, as the public bur-
then may be lightened at prefent, or leffened
in future, were thefe refolves f{ubftantially
adopted. It is propofed to fpeak briefly of

cach
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each of thefe pomts, accordmﬁ to the forc=
gomfr arrangement. ' 8

. Whether admitting the produds. agd
manufaé’cures of the fifter kingdoms mutually
in to each other, without paying any other
duty than theloweft duty, which rna)frb_éhpaya-
ble on importation in either country, except
where an internal duty may have already been
impofed on the fame article of the importing
country, is doubtlefs 3, quef’clon of great im-
portance, which merits ferious difcuffion,
The general propofal plainly is, that the
producs. and manufadtures of both king-
doms (hall be mutually imported and con-
fumed, with as little burthen, and as equally
as poflible. " And. to this it is objected :
That the advantage of cheap provifions, low
wages, and_no taxes, muft enable the Irifh ma=
nufacturer to underfel the Englifh at every
market, not exceptng our own, particularly in
woollens~ The obje@or evidently borrowed
his-documents from Lord Sheflield’s O4-
Jervations on the Irifh Trade, without advert-
ing, how clearly the noble author hath pro-

ved, that at the time Ireland, on the- opening

o
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3 of ber ports for exportation of waollenss

- made an effort to fend the greateff quantity to
Joreign markets, fbe increafed her imports of
woollens from England : That Ireland is bardly
in a_fituation to agree to that propofal; as Great
Britain could underfell ber in moff manufactures ;
Juch is the predominancy of fupreme fill, in-
dufiry and capitals, over low priced labour, and
comparatively very few taxes* The queftion
then is anfwered, as far as Lord Shefficld
may be allowed to anfwer it.

But let us attend to the reafon of the
thing. It isnneceffary on this occafion, to
revive the famous controver(y ; Whether
a poor country, where raw_materials and pro-

. wifions are cheap, and wages low, can_fupplant
\ the trade of o rich manufaciuring country,
where raw materials and provifions are dear,
and the pfz‘ce_ of labour bigh : This point has
been fo decidedly fettled in favour of the rich
manufaGuring .country by Dean Tucker,
that it can be now only brought forward
by ignorance, or intereft, or fattion. Let
L us

A
J 1
.
§
4
g

. _--'"ste:bfcrvations on the Irith Trade, p. 13, 10:
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us only confider the cafe of two individual
manufa&urers fettled in the fame neigh-
bourheod, a rich one and a poor one: The
rich one, being already poffefled of capital,
credit, and cuftomers, can plainly buy his
materials at the cheapeft rate, work them
up in the beft manner, becaufe he can give
the beft wages to the beft workmen, and
difpofe of his finifhed goods more readily
and lower than the poor -one: If the rich
manufacturer employs-a capital of £. 2000,
and the poor one only £, 200, the rich ma-
nufacturer, by gaining ten per Cent. or
f+200 a year, can live comfortably ;
but the poor tradefman muft gain 20 per
Cent. or [. 40 a year, before he can live
at'all : Confequently the rich manufacturer
muft be always able to underfel the poor
one 1o per Cent. on every article. Every
manufa&urer, however opulent and efta-
blifhed he may now be, muft remember the
many difficulties he had to encounter in his
youth, when he met his richer neighbour
in every market, whether in buying his
materials, in employing the moft expert

workmen,,
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workmen, or in felling his goods: And he
may recollect perhaps with pleafure, that it
required a life of patience, attention, and in-
duftry, to furmount every difficulty, attend-
ing a too powerful competition, and to be-
<come himfelf rich.

A manufalturing town is compofed of
fuch individuals, whofe active competitions
promote the profperity and riches of their
neighbourhood. A fimilar competition may
prevail between a rich manufa&uring town
and a poor one: But, has Bolton yet over-
come Manchefter? Has Roachdale over-
powered Leeds? Or, has Walfal eclipfed the
ikill, and induftry, and opulence of Bir-
mingham ?. It is on the other hand known
and underftood, that all the little towns,

- which ftand within a ten miles circle of Man«
chefter, Leeds, and. Birmingham, are the
mere inftruments belonging to thefe capitals
of their refpetive manufactures.

Of fuchtowns and villages is a manufactu-
ring province or kingdom compofed ; who
may in the fame manner, as a province or
kingdom, enter into competition with each

C2 other
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other. But, has Wales or Scotland, not=-
withftanding their fuppofed advantages. of
cheap materials and low-priced labour, yet
carried away the Woollen Manufaéure from
England? The truth is, England was and
is in poffeffion (a point of great confequence
in every thing) of fuperior wealth, which
fhe had gained, not by war, or by mines of
gold and filver, but by ages of attention and
induftry ; of eftablithed credit and extenfive
correfpondences; of the fkill and experience,
that refulted from all thefe; and of the di-
vifion of labour, which naturally takes place
in the progrefs of manufacture; and which
enables the workmen not only to labour
{killfully but to fell cheaply.

Of all thefe advantagesIreland isdoubtlefs
1in {fome degree pofleft. But, the nature of
the queftion fuppofes a great inferiority,
otherwife there would be no reafon for ap-
prehenfion. Of the ftate of Ireland, in ref-
pect of lownefs of labour, habits of induftry,
cheapnefs of living, and extent of capital,
it may be proper hewever to inquire a
little more minutely, '

If
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- Ifitis allowed, that there are two millions
and a half of people in Ireland; it will be
equally admitted that the two millions are
Roman Catholics, and that the half million
are Proteftants. The Proteftantsrefide chicfly
in the North and are principally employsd in
carrying on the Linen ManufaGtures. It
1s a remarkable factin the ccconomy of thefe
tradefmen, that each occupies a little farm,
which he cultivates in due Aeafon, though
he may be obliged to ftop the loom, in or-
der to follow thc plough. And his capital
and his time are confequently directed to a
different employment from:his real bufinefs,
He is therefore neither fo good a farmer,
nor manufacturer, as if he employed his un-
divided attention and money to one objett.
This fa& alone evinces, that induftry has
not arifen to that flate of improvement, even
amoeng the moft induftrious of the Irith ma-
nufacturers, which refults from the divifion
of labourj confifting as this happy circum-
ftance does, in the workmen applying at-
-tentively to one bufinefs only and even fole-
ly to one branch of this bufinefs. But, no
cheapnels



(22 )
cheapnefs of labour can compenfate for the
before-mentioned  diftration of employ=
ment: And no attention and fkill can enter
into conteft for cheapnefs with the ma-
chines which have been introduced into
England; as we may learn from the decifive
fuccefs of the great works for the fpinning
of cotton. The price of wages have rifen
about one fourth *, during the laft twenty
years, in both kingdoms; which remark-
able fact fufficiently evinces, that both hold
an equal pace in improvements and in
wealth. Common labour is little more
than one third of whatitis in England ; yet
1t 1sveryextraordinary, that Mafons, Carpen-
ters, Thatchers, and {uch artizans thould be
paid nearly as much in Ireland as in Eng-
land; though it muft be acknowledged, that
the wages of manufa&ure is a good deal
lower in Ireland than in England; while the
rates of living are in the firft country to the
laft as eleven to fourteen. But, in forming
fuch eftimates we ought always to confider

* Mr, Young’s tour, Apen,
whether
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whether fuperior fkill and induftry are not
an ample compenfation for higher wages.
The common ditcher of Norfolk would be
a cheaper labourer at eighteen-pence a day,
than the fouteft Patagonian at two- pence., If
Ireland, from whatever caufe, fhould in fu-
ture advance in her trade and manufaGures
with quicker fteps than Britain, the price
of wages will rife in the fame propor=
tion ; becaufe it is not the aGual wealth in
any country which raifes the value of Ja-
bour; but the greater demand for labour
from more frequent employments. The
competition, which will {foon arife between

thelinen and woollen manufatturers, between
the workers in filk and workers In cotton,

muft neceflarily raife the price of every
kind of labour : ~For, workmen never fail
to purfue that bufinefs, which brings them
the greateft wages. Two very important
: truths ought however never to be forgotten,
- in forming fuch comparifons : - the general
induftry of no people can ever exceed what
their eapital can employ : no regulation of
commerce can any where increafe the quan-

tity
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tity of induflry, bey ohd WAL (e cap ‘ot of
the country can maintain; though fuchra
regulation may divert the employment of it
¢o a bufinefs lefs advantageous than that to
which it would have naturally gone’s feve-
ral examples of which may be found in
Ircland.

The foregoing reafonings and fa@s apply
chiefly to the manufacturing proteftants of
Ireland.  With regard to the great body of
the Irith people, the Roman Catnohcl\s, it
has been juitly remarked, that the who]e
tenor of the Irith law neceflarily tended not
{o much to convert them from their errors,
-as to beggar theirfortunes; to deprels them
by a fenfe of hopelefs penury ; and to.render
them indolent and inattentive by puttmfT
them in €onftant remembrance, that they
could not better their condition by any ef-
forts,””But, the prevalence of liberality
hath induced the legiflatures of both king-
domé to relax a littlein their favour. And
the'Roman catholicks of Ireland may now
take leafes, or buy lands, though not even

now with the freedom of proteftants. The
| defire
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defire of every man to become an owner of a-
portion of his country is the great realizer
of mercantile capital. Whether the late
freedom, which has been juftly given to the
Roman catholicks, will therefore promote
the advantage of agriculture, or the interefts
of manufacture, in Ireland, may admit of
fome doubt. A very competent judge has
certainly determined * after great inquiry,

that money laid out upon the improvement
of the unimproved lands of Ireland would

yield from fifteen to twenty per cent profit,
befides other advantages. - But, amidft the
prefent competitions of ~the mercantile
world, what merchant or manufaurer, can
expect to make more then ten per cent. by
his bufinefs? It would however require
(according to the fame judge) five pounds
fterling to be expended on every acre Englifh,
amounting to 88,341,136l. to buil‘z fence,
drain,’plant and improve Ireland, in the fame
manner as the face of England is improved.
It would ‘require twenty fhillings an acre
more, .amounting to above twenty millions,
to ftock the farms of Ireland, like thofe of

D Eng~
# Mr. A, Young’s Tour in Ireland, Apend, p. 20.
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England. Here then is a permanent drain,
which may carry off the whole accumnula-
tions of the mercantile capital of Ireland and
probably will draw off many of them. Happy
for Ireland will it be, if fhe fhall thus lay
out the furpluffes of her ftock, in improve-
ing her own fields, in preference to the more
fplendid and precarious expenditure on Weft
India eftates. Nor, is this'evil much to be
dreaded by the Irith patriot, or feared by the
Englith partyman. The Irith Parliament,
by giving bounties on the land-carriage of
corn to Dublin, have incited a vigorous
fpirit of tillage, though to the diminution
indeed of pafturage and the lofs of manufac-

ture. Itis not likely then that the mercan-
tile furplufles of Irifth ftock will foon accu-

mulate fafter than thofe of Britith ftock.
Were we to fuppofe, what might ecafily be
.proved, that the mercantile capital of Britain
istothe mercantile capital of Irelandasa hun-
dred is to one: Were we to fuppofe, that the
mercantile capitals of both increafe with the
vigour of compound intereft: Tt would fu-
‘rely require no deep calculation to prove,
| how
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how much fafter the capital of Britain muft
neceflarily augment than the capital of
Ireland.

It is neverthelefs faid by fome, and feared
by others, that were we to ratify the mutual
freedom of manufa&ure, which the Irith
have propofed, the labour, the fkill, and ca-
pital of Britain would emigrate to Ireland.
If it be thereby meant, that the mere artifi
cers would retire to Ireland to get lefs wages
than they now receive at home, this is fu-
rely no probable {uppofition. If it be ima-

gined, that the moft fkilful artifans would be

tempted by high rewards to manage the ma-

nufa&tures of Ireland and inftru& the igno-

rant, this is only faying, that the Irith will
do that hereafter; which they have always
done, without perceiveably injuring Britith
fabricks; becaufe in proportion to thecharges

of the mafter, muft the goods be enhanced

to the confumer, and it has been feldom

found from experience, that the tradefinan,
who has been tempted from his native coun-

try by‘ high wages, has long preferved his
morals,. He who afferts, that mercantile

D2 capital
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capital may eafily be transferred from one
country to another, has perhaps no clear
conception what mercantile capital is. Cre-
dit, and correfpondences, are as much ca-
pital as cath. Every manufacturer may cer-
tainly carry off his cath: But, he cannot tran-
fport with him to a ftrange, land the good
opinion of his neighbours, from which he
derived fo many benefits in the purchafe of
his raw materials; or the favours of his cuf-
tomers, which formed the chief vent for his
finifhed goods. The Proteftant weavers of
Treland, who ufed to emigrate to America
(the Roman Catholics never emigrated) are
{2id to have carried away large fums of mo-
ney; but, they tranfported nothing elfe:
They found themiclves among ftrangers,
without creditor friends. And they retir-
ed into the wildernefs, where they followed
the plough, but forgot the loom. He who
has made a capital, by purfuing a particular
obje@ will not quit that object to look for
another: He who has inherited a capital from
the induftry of his father will not fend his

P l'OP Cl'ty_



{29 )

property to a place where he does not chufe
to refide. And were we to appeal to expe-
rience ‘we fhould probably be convinced,
that no capital having been fent to cut the
canals or work the colieries of Ireland, which
have fo long languifhed, notwithftanding
public {upport, none will be tran{mitted in
future for fimilar purpofes.

But with regard to the general fubject,
a few authentic fa&s will be more fa-
tisfattory than a thoufand {peculations.
‘The linen trade between the fifter king-
doms, has, for almoft a century, exifted in
that free and equal ftate, which is now pro-
pofed for every other produé, and manu-
fa@ure of both. Yet, Britith linens have
flourithed notwithftanding the unlimited
competition of the Irith ; as we may infer
from the {ubjoined details : *
Imported  Re-exported

Accordiﬁg toa g years
average ending with 1756,

there were (( - = - 31,561,536 yds. 7,524,346 yds,
Ditto ending with 1771,
only & = - - 24,088,477 8,245,793

* Reports of the Linen Committee, quoted by Mr,
A, Young, in Pol, Arithmetic, p. 315-10
And
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And thus it appears, that the domeftic ma~
nufacure increafed, by the diminution of
the quantity of linen, which was imported,
and by the augmentation of the quantity,
which was afterwards fent out. -A"goo—d
deal of Britith linen was fent to Ireland.
But, the increafe of the Britifth linens, not-
with{tanding the Irith competition, will
appear ftill plainer, from+a fair comparifon
of the quantities of Britih and Irith linens,
which have been exported from England.

Bri:ifh Linens. Im h Linens.
According to a feven years ave-

1T

rage, ending with 175§ -7 576,373, yds. 772,24¢ yds.

Dirtto Ending with 1262 - 1,355,206 1,685,825
Ditto Ending with 1769 = 2,423,664 2,033,444
in 1770 - 3,210,506 2,707,482

“an 1771 - 4,411;040 31450,224

The foregoing detail fhews clearly enough
that the Britith Iinens have greatly pro-
fpered, though they had the Irith for un-
reftrained competitors, and even entered
into.competition with the Irifh in the Irith
markets. And this decifive truth will
ftill more plainly appear, from a more mi-

nute
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nute ftatement of the Scots linen, becaufe
Scotland is much more analagous to Ire-
land, in her fkill, induftry, and capital,
than England. An A& of Parliament was
pafled, in 1727, for encouraging the linca
manufa@ure in Scotland. From that
epoch the progrefs of this valuable ma-
nufacture has been prodigious, as appears
from the fubjoined detail, *

Yards.
‘Linen ftamped for fale in Scotland according
goa s years average, endiog with - 1733 - 3,488,232
Ditto - - - 1742 = 4:673,373
* Four years ending - 1751 = 7,543,075
“in 1754 - 8.914,369
I 1774 - 11,422,115

Yet the Irith linens, amounting to fifteen
million of yards, ‘entered freely into com-
_petition with the Scots, in the domeftic
- market, and were entitled to the fame
bounties (on the exportation. And this
_feems to be a fair anfwer of the queftion, by
a&uz}‘l_cxpcrimcnt, the beft of all trials.

< | It

% 9 ‘
« ® And, Chron. Com. 2 vol, p. 400-9,
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It having in this fatisfactory manner
appeared, that the Britith manufaGurers
have nothing to fear from the compctltmn
of the Irith fabricks, it is proper to en-
quire, what are the proper manufactures
of Ireland, which may be imported into
Britain, even as the law now ftands: We
fhall immediately find, that linen, and li-
nen yarn, bay yarn, cotton yarn, beef, pork,
bacon, butter, hydes, calf-fkins, and live
cattle, may be imported from Ireland duty
free: That woollen cloths, ftuffs of filks
and cotton rugs, and frmgc may be brought
in, on paying a duty: And that cheefe,
and f{alt, unlefs for thips ufe, are alone pro=-
hibited.

Of the firft clafs, namely, fuch articles
as may even now be legally imported,
whatever may be their value (and their
value amounts to nineteen twentieths of
the whole imported goods) there is at pre-
fent no difpute, fincc experience hath deci-
ded in thcir favour.

As to the {econd clafs, confifting of wool-
den cloths; of ftuffs of filk and cotton; and

of
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bf rugs and frizes; all thele may be now
imported into Britain, on paying a duty
which amounts to a prohibition; the fahe
articles are admitted into Ireland from Bri-
tain on paying a duty of § per cent. of the
value; and foreign goods of the fame kind
are excluded from Ireland by prohibitory
duties. It is apparent, that Ireland now
may equally prohibit Britith woellens and
admit the foreign, when fhe can get them
cheaper; which anfwers theobjection, thar
we give every thing and receive nothing in re~
turn. True indeed Britain may equally give
a preference to foreign linens over the Irifh.
But, would fuch a cotiteft be for the inte-
reft or happinefs of Britain, or of Ireland?
The true queftion then is, whether the
woollens, cottons, or filks of Iréland, could
ri'v‘al the Britith ifi the markets of Britain,
were they freely admitted, burdened only
with freight and mfurance, Cuftom-houfe
fees and fa&oragc, to the amount of 8 or 10
per éc‘ﬁt.' - The general argumerit whether
the pegr country can enter into fuccefsful

nvalry with an opulent one, has been already
‘ E difcuflzd
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difcufled and plainly decided in favour of
the rich Manufacturing Country. But, fo
leave no doubt on any one’s mind, it is now
neceflary to examine the point more minute-
ly as to the woollens, filks, and cottons of
England and Ireland.

The general afpe& of the manufatures
of both countries appears to be this—The
woollens predominate in Britain — The
linens predominate in Ireland. From the
plenty of the raw material and the encou-
ragements of the legiflature the woollens of
England, at an early epoch, took pofieflion
of the country and fo fully occupied thein-
duftrious claffes that it always proved a too
powerful competitor to the feebler fabrick
of linen, of cotton, and of filk. On the
other hand, the linen manufa&ure of Ire-
land, from the convenience of the country
and the encouragement of the legiflature has
grown up to great magnitude, has fully em-
ployed the induftrious clafles there, how-
ever few they may be when compared with
‘the whole people, and continues from its

particular advantages to opprefs the filk,
the
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the cotton, and woollen. The Irifh wool-
lens moreover labour under a confiderable
difadvantage peculiar to themfelves. The
whole ifland does not produce a fufficient
quantity of wool to fupply the demand of
the home market. Qwing to the publicen-
couragements to agriculture the great fheep
walks of Carlow, Tipperaray, and Rofcom-
mon have been converted into tillage. And
thus the quantity of wool, which was ori-
ginally too little has by this means become
lefs. Of confequence the price of wool in
Ireland is from 45 to 50 per cent. higher
than it is in England, the price being as
about ten to fix. In this country the value
of the raw material is fuppofed to be about
one third of the whole coft of the cloth: In
that country the amount of the raw mate-
rial is two thirds * of the whole charges of

* Mr. A. Young ftates the price of an Irifh ball of
Wool, during 1778, in this manner :

Combing and {pinning — o1 03
The Wool — — 012 534

Y Whole coft o3 6

Sce much good information on this fubject in his Irifh
T our, the Appendix throughout,

E 2 the
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the manufaGure. Here then is a natural and
permanentdifadvantageattending the woollen,
manufa&ure of Ireland, which can never be
counter-balanced by the low price of labour,
affe@ed as it moreand more muft beby the
competitions of linen,filk,and cotton fabrics,
that are prefled forward in the fame coun-
try. Under fuch difadvantagesis it likely
that the woollens of Ireland, can enter into
fuccefsful competition with the woollens of
England ? If the linens of Ireland did not
(ass we have feen) deprefs the linens of
Scotland, 1s it.reafonable to conclude, that
the woollens of Ireland can rival the wool-
lens of England, which, notwithftanding the
competition of Europe, have rifen up to a
va{t magnitude, fince the commencement of
the prefent century; as we may learn more
minutely- from the f{ubjoined detail: The
whole value of exported woollens, accord-
ing to a five years
Axerage, ending with 1705 £2,879,478 -
Ditto with 1775 4,344,942

It is however faid—zo be affonifbing how

Treland bas increafed ber woollen trade within

thefe

.
1
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thefe few years. It is doubtlefs true, that
fince Lord North allowed the export of Irifhy
wollens to our Colonies, and Mr. Fox laid
open the foreign trade of Ireland, fhe has
exported thole woollens openly, which {he
formerly did fecretly:  And the manufatu-
res now what fhe always manufaétured,
poplins and tabinets, which cannot rival
England, while England thall continue not
to make them. But, it is an acknowledged
falt, that while Ireland has been thus fend-
ing her peculiar woollens to toreigners, fhe
has imported a greater quantity of Englith
woollens for her own wear. This decifive
fact might be fufficiently proved (were any
proof wanting) by the fubjoined detail :—

Of Britith woollens chere were Ncerrapery. Old Drapery,
imported into Ireland, accord- yds. yds.

ing 10 a feven years average,

ending with 1770 . — 381,548 205,662
Ditto according to a_five years

average ending the 25 March1784, 376,719 316,625

E  ‘This m;tbchtick account ought to outweigh
2 thoufand arguments and ought therefore to

calm
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calm every apprehenfion on the fubje& of'
woollens.

But, of Irith filks and cottons little has
yet been faid, far lefs proved. '‘The Irifh
have certainly tried to introduce and fupport
thefc manufacures, during the laft twenty
years; though without much fuceefs. Had
public boards in Ireland done lefs and pri-
vate men beenable to do more, the national
efforts had been more fuccefsful. It is un-
neceflary to repeat arguments, which are
equally applicable tocotton and filk, as they
were before to wollen and linen. And every
reafonable perfon will be fooner fatisfied by
a fair appeal'to facts. With this purpofe
the following details are fubmitted to every
ones judgement : —

There were imported from Manufac- Raw filk, Ribband,
Engla.ndintolre;lénd,accord- tured filk.

3ng to a thirgeen years average Ib. Ib. Ib.
eading with -— 1764—=15,960 =— 48,132 — 275
Piio with- ~ == - 1777—18,200 — 45,950 — 1,068
Five years aver.withMar.1784—10,164 — 41,606 — 1,588

L o g - ’ "

Therg
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There were imported into Ireland of Britith ma- Value of
hufaftured linen, cotton, and ﬁ'ik, ac‘bording to 4 :
feven years average, ending with — 1770—[ 16,784
Ditto ending with 1777 = 3!-,3.08
Ditto § years ending with March  — 1784— 88,048 -

e ]

- The foregoing details by no means exhi-
bit the Irith manufacures of cotton and filk
1h an increafing ftate; though fome, if not
all of the five laft years were a good deat
leflened in value by the non-importation
agreements of the Irifh populace. It is the
laudable obje& of the late propofals to pre-
vent in future all fuch irregular modes of
redrefs or flutuations of Trade, by remov-
ing prefent grievances and preventing future
ones. We may judge what expe@ations
are formed from the adoption of thefe pro~
pofals, by a fa&, which is very well under.-
ftocd on Change, that there are confiderabla
orders for Britifh goods now in the city
from Ireland to be executed on the fuppo-
fition, that the equity of thefe propofals
will enfuretheir acceptance.
Having thus minutely examined the great
branchés of the trade with Ireland, with-
' out
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put tou’chinrr the fmaller ones, it may b
now proper to take 2 flight but fatisfac-
tory view of our general commerce; with
Jreland, both before the Irith were allowed
to trafick with all the world, and fince.

Valide of Value of
Exports. Imports.
There were exported and
imported to and from Eng-
land and Ireland, goods va-.
lued, according to a ten _
jear average, ending with 1778 £.1,818,595 £i1,032,436
Ditto with 1780 1,897,001 1,412,130

Ditto - i 1781 1,782,364 ¢ 1,433,788
in 1783 1,665,531 1,348,559
in 1783 2,161,815 1,499,229

Now, what is there in this view of a
great fubject, from the cuftom-houfe books,
that can difcourage any one? And the
foregoing reafonings and . authentic fa&s,
have been thus 1ubm1ttcd to the reader’s
judgement, to enable him to determine
how far the manufadures of Ireland can
enter into effetual competition with the

fimilar .manufactures of Britain, Joaded
as
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a6 the Irith muft come to market, with
additional charges, to no fmall amount.

2. It is propofed in the next place to
<onfider, how far the foreign trade of both
kingdoms is likely to be affeted by the
late propofals, were they adopted, as the
means of promoting the permanent intereft
of both countries. 5241

We fhall both fhorten the enquiry, and
more eafily comprehend the reafoning, if we
throw out of the queftion every thing
which does not belong to it.

The Irith may now trade with. the Bri-
tith Plantations in Aftica and America,
from Lord North’s ‘commercial concef-
fions. This point is not difputed. From
Mr. Fox’s political conceflions, the Irith
aay regulate and purfue their commerce
with foreign powers, as they may think it
convenient to themfelves. Of this there
can be no doubt. Having in purfuance of
this right imported any of the produ&s of
- Europe, the Irith may afterwards export fuch
“produds to Britain ; under a decided con-
ftru&ion of the a&t of navigation, and the
RV F eftablifhed
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eftablithed practice, fubfequent to fuch decie
fion. Of this then there can be no difpute,
Under Lord North’s conceflions too, the
Irith may import part of a cargo from: the
Britith Weft Indies, and fend forward the
other partof it in the fame fhip to Britain.
Neither is thereanyhefitation about this prac -
tice. What is it then that the Irifth cannot do
under the prelent laws? They cannot it
feems import directly the produce of Africa
and America into Ireland, and fend it, after
being there put on fhore, to any Britith port :
This therefore is all that they cannot at
prefent lawfully do: And from this re-
ftriction they would doubtlefs be freed,

were the propofed regulations adopted.
Among the thoufand evils, wherewith
the removing of this vexations reftraint from
a free trade, is faid to be pregnant, the
principal one is, Tbat it would everthrow
the gt of navigation. Were the Irith pro-
pofals to be attended with any fuch con-
fequence, it would indeed be a ferious
objetion to them. But, in order to deter-
mine properly, whether this is a valid ob-
L v jection,
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je@ion, or a mere pretence, let us takd
two diftint views of the navigation adt;
1ft, As its principle and provifions have a
tendency to promote the foreign trade and
domeftic opulence of the people; and 2dly,
As its ptinciple and provifions tend to
create many fhips and fatlors; as a nurfery,
from which future navics may be manned.
As to the firft view of this important
{ubject; it need fcarcely be remarked, that
Sir Matthew Decker confidered the a&t of
navigation as 2 mere monopoly, which ought
to be removed, to make way for a freer
trade. For, he infifted, that by confining
the freights to one fet of men, namely,
Britith * fhipping ard failors, imported
goods were neceffarily fold dearer, and the
‘produéts of the country, which were to
‘be fent out, were'in the fame manner hikely
to be purchafed, by the exporter, fo much
cheaper. Doltor Adam Smith, has ar-
gued the point nearly in the fame manner,
without{peaking fo bluntly. If foreigners
arehindered from coming to fell, they can-

not always, fays he, afford to cometo buy;
‘ becaufe
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bec ‘ufe, if they come without a cargo, they’
muft lofe the freight from their own couns:
try. By thus diminithing the number of
fellers, we thereby leflen the number of
buyers, and may in this manner be obliged
not only to buy foreign goods dearer, but

to fell our own cheaper, than if there was
a more. perfect freedom of trades Yet, as

defence, continues this judicious writer, is
of more importance than riches, the ac of
navigation is perhaps the wifeft of all the
commercial regulations of England ; though
it is mot favourable to foreign commerce, or fo
the growth of that opulence which may arife
from it ' f
The reafonings and authority of thefe able:
writers were placed in- this broad light, in
order to abate if poffible, the confidence of
thofe, who expe& that the monopoly of
the freight and facorage created by the act
of navigation, is to make Britain {uperla-
tively rich ; and to expofe the rathnefs of any
man, who can be fo ill advifed as vehement-
ly to maintain®* : That The depreciation of
| _ Janded
% See Lord Sheflicld on the Irifh trade.
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landed eflates, and the ruin of flock bolders, and
of public credit, would be amng the certain
confequences of what ?2—of allowing Britith
fubje@s to fend in Britifh fhips, from Ires
land to Britain, any little furplus of American
prodults, that may remain after the domef-
tic confumption of Ireland may be fatisfied.
For this can be the fole effe& of the pro-
pofed regulations. The truth then is, that
"t'he’: vaft augmentation of the. riches of
Britain, during the effluxion of the lft
hundred years, did pot arife from the ac
of navigation, but, in fpite of this law ;
which was enatted for a quite different
and more valuable purpofe, namely, the
naval defence of the country.

~But, let us inquire a little more minutely
how the propofed regulation would probably
affect the planters, or producers of Weft

‘India goods, in the firft place, and the peo-

ple at large, or the confumers in the fecond
place. *

‘The monopoly, by which all the pro-
duts of the Colonies were reftrained for

-fale“to Britith markets, has been always

complained
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complained of by the planters, becaufe i€
plainly leffened the price of their f{ugars,
and other products, by narrowing the mar-
ket ; and by excluding confequently a
number of buyers. And the planters, as
it was natural, conftantly endeavoured to
procure a relaxation of the monopoly, and
therey to augment the number of their
cuftomers. The confumers .were equally
injured by the monopoly, whereby they
were confined to one fet of fuppliers, by the
exclufion of foreign fugars, which necefla-
rily raifed the price. - The Weft India plan-
ters had the addrefs to procure, in 1733, a
law* for allowing them to fend their {ugars
to every market in Europe, firft in Briti(h
built fhips, and afterwards in Britith owned
fhips, for a limited time, which will ex~
pire in September 1785. Out of this law
Ireland was ftill excepted. By thus enlars

ging the markets, and gaining a new fet of
cuﬁomers, it was expected, that the value

of the commodity would be raifed. Under
this

“# 123 Geo, 2. ch. 30. 15 G. 2. ch, 33 1B G. 3. ch.45.
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¢his law, the fugars, which had been fent
firft to Hamburgh (for example) might be
afterwards fent to Peterfburgh. This too
was beneficial to the planter, becaufe he
was thereby enabled to try another market.
- Now, it would have been {ftill more bene-
ficial to have fent the fugars alfo to London,
when this great market happened to,be the
higheft of all, had the law allowed him to
do fo.

 Itisworth while to confider,”what would
be the effeé were we to enlarge the before-
mentioned law, fo as to enable the Britifh
planter to bring his fugars, which he may
have fent to foreign ports, from thence to
London in Britith thips. If we could pro-
vide, by whatever means, that foreign fugars
{hould not mingle with our own, the in-
tereft of the planter would by fuch a2 mea-
- fure be promoted by having another chance
of fale. The intereft of Britith confumers
would be fomething promoted, by having a
greater quantity of goods brought to the do-
meftic market. And the intereft of the
public would be alfo promoted by the em-

ployment



(S

ployment of a greater number of Britifh
thipping and fuilors. - Add to which, thatif
even joreign {ugars were by this means ming-
lIed with Britifh fugars; the intere{t.-of «the

confumers would be {ftill more promoted,
by lowering a little the price of the com-
medity ; and the public by the ftill greater
number of Britith fhips, which would pro-
bably in this cafe be employed..

If it was advantageous to the planter to be
permitted to fend his fugdr to every port in
Europe, fexcept to thofe of Ireland; he was
furely allowed an additional advantage, when
the ports of Ireland were alfo opened. If
it would be advantageous to the planter, the
confumer and the public, to admit Britifh
fugars, which'had been fent in Britith fhips
to Hamburgh or Peterfburgh to be re-fhip=
ped in Britifhrfhips to Britain; it would be
equally advantagcous to the planter, to con-
famers, and the public to allow Britith fu-
gars 1o be fent in Britith fhips from Ireland
to Briain; - which is the point that was to
be. proved |

Yet,
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© Yet, fome of the Weft India planters,
though not all of them,: havc 1e folvcd tha;
allowing their own fugars to be re- fh;ppcd
in Britith veflels to Britain, after: bemg firlt
landed in Ireland, would enable the Irifh to'
{fmuggle French fugars into Ireland ﬁrﬁ and
into Britain afterwards. Were this objecftlon

~ founded in probability. it would daubtlefs

juftify the refolve as to the planters, though
the con{umers may ftill with to get any fu-
gars at the cheapeft rate. - It ought however
to be remembered, that the French govern-.
ment does not wink -at the fending clandef-
tinely of f{ugars from the Weft Indies as
they allow brandies«to be fent from Dun-
kirk. We know, that in order to enforce
rigoroufly the monopoly of their own {ugars
the. French hawve lately {eized fome of the
veflels cf the American ftates, which they
equally exclude, for attempting a practice
that cannot. ez;._ﬁ_ly be concealed., Let us

~ however/ {uppofe, that  the French gover-

nors wereo fhut their eyes and the IFrench
guardoihlips to retire from their charge, it

may be alked, what the Irxfh fmuggler can

G | carry
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carry to tempt the French planters to feil
their fugars clandeftinely? Irith linens can-
not be fold fo cheap in the French iflandsas
the French linens can, becaufe they are not
{o good. Salted provifions may be always
bought in open market. And confequently
the Irith fmuggler can carry nothing to the
French Weft Indies that would purchafe
half a lading of fugars, confidering how
much they have lately rifen in" their price,
and how much delay, rifque, and expence
there muft be in putting them on board.
Let us {uppofe the fmuggled cargo fafely
arrived on the Irith coaft, would the {mug-
oler meet with no Cuftom-houfe cutters at
fea and no Cuftom=houfe ‘officers on fhore.
Here they would meet with Cuftom-houfe
officérs as vigilant and faithfal, as they are
any where to be found, as we might {uppofe
from the late feizure of an Eaft India fhip,
if the fac were not acknowledged by the
whole mercantile world. Whether after
all’ this rifque and trouble the fmuggler
could underfel the fair trader in England, or

. in



- 051 3)

in Treland, is a point that ought to be con-
fidered by both parties.

It ought to be moreover remembered.
that all this fcene of fmuggling may be act-
ed as the law now ftands, perhaps more eafi-
ly than if all doubts and obftructions were
removed from legal intercourfe. The a&t
of the 12 George III, which is fuppoled to
prohibit the fending of fugars.from Ireland,
was virtually repealed by Mr. ,Fox’s law of
1783, as far as it was.to operate in Ireland, tho’
it continued in force as far as it was to operate
in Britain. For any thing therefore, thereis
in that a¢t (12 George III.) fugars may be
cleared from the Cuftom-houfe in Ireland ;
though they cannot be entered in the Cuf-
tom-houfe in Britain: The thip may fail for
Britain; but fhe cannot come 1into port:
fhe may hover in the channel, having a legal
clearance on board : and fhe cannot confe-
quently be{eized by the cutters. If a law
were to be ‘made on purpofe to furnith oc-
“cafions to the fmugglers,\ could any more fa-
vourable be given than thofe already given,
by the prefent ftate of doubt and diftraction.
“Toremove thefedoubtsand diftractionsis one

of
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of the propofed regulations. If fugars are
fometimes fmuggled from the French Weit
Indies to the Britith by" the planters, and
afterwards thipped ‘as their own, the planters
themfelves ought to look to fuch avaricious

prcttesl 1l
Let us affume then, fince it has been well
nigh proved, that"to fmuggle fo unwieldy
and waf¥eful an”article as-{ugar, would be
impoflible, we may inquire; if in this cafe,
it would be contrary to the intereft of the
orower to allow fuch fugar to be imported
in Britith thips from Ireland to Britain, af-
ter it had been landed*in Ieland: If heisa
refident planter.he. can only difpofe of his
crop by fale or confignment, fince barter is
not practifed. The Irifh trader, who knows,
that he cannot, after the home market is
fupplied, fend the furplus to the beft market,
cannot afford fo much for the goods, as if he
‘knew thatthe vent was altogether free. Eve-
1y detriment confequently, whichis thrown
in theway of himwhobuys tofell to thecon-
fumier, is.a difadvantage to the producer. And-
it muft ever be for the benefit of the grower
to have many markets and various buyers,
in
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in order to have the convenience of compe-
tition. The planter who does not feel this
to be his true interelt does not know his ; in=
tereft.

On the other hand, if the grower inclines
to confign his fugars, what ought to be his
with? to have his inclinations checked bya
monopoly, or left free to range in queft of
buyers; to have all the world before him,
or to be confined toa fingle port. The Weft
Indians were once confined to this ifland
alone for the fale of their fugars. We have

read of z5e moans of the planmz“am, on this
account. - The Weft JIndians moaned tilt

they were allowed to fend their {ugars almoft
toevery market in. Europe. They moan now,
becaufe they are offered another chance, for
anothcr market. “We have read too of 2
people, who were offered freedom, yet re-
fufed it.

Leaving the planters to find out their true
intereft in this bufinefs we may be allowed
to attend a little to the interefls of that re-

- {pe&able body of men, the Weft India mer-

chants,  Their intereft in thefe propofals is

-

furc]y
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furely very plain: If the fugars are fent (as
by law they now may be) to Ireland, and are
there fold to the confumer, the commiflion
muft be loft to the Britith merchants: If
fuch fugars thould be thence fent tothe bet-
ser markets of Britain, the Britith merchants
muft neceffarily get the commiflions with the
other advantages of the confignment. But
it is infifted on behalf of thefe very -mer-
chants by Lord Sheffield, that this method
of getting the conlignment, (for the noble
author is not arguing againft fending the f{u-
gars direétly from the place of their growth
to Ireland) would greatly weaken the fecurity,
which they have.on Welt India eftates for
money sdvanced: That is; in other words,
the giving of the traders another chance to
get'the produce of the eftates into their own
pofiefiion is to weaken their fecurity. But,
prdy what is this fame fecurity ? The paper
and Waxs or the judgement of law upon
breath of contract ; or laft, though not leaft,
‘the mteref! of the planter himfelf to continue
“his correfpondence, in order by his punétua-
lity
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lity to engage the merchant to accept his fu
ture bills, and to fend him fupplies, during
every feafon : the sntereff, which the planter
has to tranfinit his produce to the greateft
market, rather than to the fmalleft one.

On behalf of the whole nation the noble
author objetts, that admitting the before-
mentioned {urplufles of fugar from Ireland
would deliver up the Weft India trade to the
Irith. If we fift this obje@ion, ‘we fhall
find, that though it means well it means
little. The intereft of the Britifh people, or
confumers of fugars, corjﬁf’cs in getting
them at the cheapeft rate from any place.
The advantage of the planters, or producers,
confifts, in having the world for their mar-
ket. And the benefit of the merchant, or
middleman between the producers and con-
fumers, arifes out of his commifiion from
both parties. . The argument, as far as it
goés to thew,” that the Britith merchant
would probably lofe his commiffion, had
been a good argument againft Lord North’s
meafure, whereby he delivered the fugars
to thelrifh: But, the Irith having actually

got
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got pofieffion of the fugars, the noble au=s
thor’s argument comes. four years too-late 1
For, it has been plainly thewn«to be. the
joint intereft of planter; merchant, and con-
famer, to draw as many Sugars-from the
Irith as they poffibly can.

Never the lefs the propofed meafure (not
Lord North’s meafure, or Mr. Fox’s mea-
fure) is to transfer (dceording to the noble
author) not only the whole Weft India trade,
but the American trade, and the tobacco
trade too. But,by what means ? The noble
author conveys the whole mercantile capi~
tal of Europe to Ircland. In her Weflern
ports the European traders, it {eems, are to
affemble ; to build fhips, where thereare no
wood oriron; to inftruc the ignorant;
to invigorate the indolent: and by a fingle
movement to change the antient manners of
a whole people. Y

But, to be ferious (if it be poffible when
fuch arguments are -brought forward on
uch an occafion ;) it may be proper once
more to remark, that though the mercantile
capital both of Britain and Ireland are faft

ac-
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ﬁccumulatmc the greateft capital, fkill, and
dnlloence muf’c caufe that capital to accu=
mu]ate by the wideft lteps :—That Britainl
is in acual pofleflion of the Weft 1India
trade, the American trade, and the tobacco
trade; of which f{he can not be deprived,
unlefs the fits down, in fecurity and idicnefs,
But, he knows little of the world who
thinks, that the affairs of the world can ever
ftand fill: mercantile capital muft either
be employed or it muft be realized. The
Britith farmer muft continue to follow the
plow, the weaver muit drive the fkuttle, the

failor muft fet the fail, and the trader muft
aCuate all.

In the Weft India trade England (exclufive
of Scotland) has eight hundrea veflels con-
ftantly employed, whofe regiftered tonnage
may be ftated at a-htndred thoufand tons, but
whofe real burthen amounts to about oné
hundred and thirty thoufand tuns. Whenwill
Ireland poflefs fuch a Weft India fleet ? She
cannct buy the thips of America, Holland,
or Hamburuh becaufe the aé& of navigation,
bemg one of her fundamental laws, no more

H allows
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allows her, than it permits Britain, to own
thips of foreign built. If fhe builds in Bri-
tain fhe will thereby promote a very valu-
able manufature. And if the fthould build
them at home the would by this means
withdraw capital from fome other branch
of bufinefs, perhaps more beneficial to her
and difadvantageous to this country.  Till
Ireland then fhall have procured fuch a fleet,
by whatever means, Britain muft enjoy the
freights both out and home. It is therefore
in vain to fay, that Ireland can vitual and
navigate cheaper than Britain, till fhe has
veflels to victual. It is to as little purpofe
to argue againft the moft authentic falts,
That her ports lying on the Atlantic Ocean
muft be nearer than thofe of England to the
American coaft; and that by this means
and the lownefs of failors wages fhe can
perform the Weft India voyage at lower in-
furance and at cheaper freight: Itis a well
known fa&, that the Welt India freights
both out and home are conftantly regulated
by the mutual agreement of the traders and
planters at fatisfactory terms to both parties :

It
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Itis a fa@, that the infurers regarding the
Weft India rifques as defireable ones afk no
bigher premium either out or home, whe-
taer the fhips call at Cork, or not: Itis a
fact too, that the freight and infurance from
Cork are the fame with thofe from London,
whatever may be the greater fpeculative
rilque. The Irith thipping cannot there-
fore enter into competition with the eight
hundred {hips beforementioned, which muft
neceflarily go out for the fake of the home-
ward freights ; and muft therefore often go
one half empty; fince the whole cargoes
outwards are not fo bulky as one half of the
cargoes homewards.© Who then can fe-
rioufly dread the rivalry of the Irith in re-
{pect to freights for ages to come? A little
experience will teach the Irith, as it has
already taught  Britith thip-owners, that
capital cannot be employed in a lefs pro-
ductive bufinefs, than it would be in owning
Weft India fhips.

In foliciting confignments, the Irith will
find great difcouragements from being thus
excluded from freights, which depend fo

H 2 much
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much on intercft and favour. But, there
is in fa&, fucha chain of connexion, be-
tween the planter, merchant, and ﬂﬁp—ma{’.
ter, wherein all their interefts are bound, that
it cannot be broken even by much - greater
advantages. The planter who has long con-
figned his fugars to his corréfpondent in
London, or Briftol, will therefore continue
to confign them ftill. “The planter who
refides in London, will not probably fend
his produce to Dublin for fale. Nor, will
any planter, who knows, that in Ireland the
Weft India produdts are fold in {fmall quan-
tities, on fix months credit, while in Britain
they are fold by:the whole cargo, payable
in two months, ever prefer that market;
where there‘are the longeft credits, and the
greatelt rifgues. It is faid, though perhaps
with fome degree of exaggeration, that feven-
eights‘of the Britith Weft Indies belong,
cither ‘mediately or immediately, to perfons
who refide in Britain, Were this fa& true
tdamuch fmaller extent than is here repre=-
fented, little fugar would ever be configned
to Ireland, becaufe few men choofe to fend

theiy
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their property out of their fight, when they
may have it to a greater advantage under
their daily contemplation. - A few cargoes
have indeed been configned from the Weft
Indies to Ireland, during the laft four years,
by {peculative men : But the account of
fales were fuch, both as to price and pay-
ment, as not to countenance many repeti-
tions of fimilar adventures.

If the propofed relaxation were granted
to the defires of the Irifh, it is apparent from
the foregoing reafonings and faés, that
Ireland muft carry on the Weft India trade,
however free, under every difadvantage,
They would have as conftant competitors the
Britith traders, who have greater capitals and
correfpondence, who have eftablithed con-
nexions and a wider market, and who are
already in pofieflion of the field of bufinefs.
The Irith would have a competition both in
the Weft Indies and Europe, of a more dan-
gerous king : If the Irifh, like the merchants
of Glafgow,thould be obliged for want of con-
fignments and orders, to carry on this trade
-chiefly on their own account, they would

have
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have the Englith merchants for competitors
in every market, as faffors, And it requires
no great knowledge to foretel, whether the
mere merchant, or the mere factor would pro-
bably rife or fall, in carrying on fuch a
traffick. With all thefe difcouraging pro-
{pe@s before them, the Irith have made 2
beginning. In their {mall two decked
veflels, they have fent to the Weft Indies
provifions, and other produéts of pafturage,
linen, and fome leflfer manufatures, to be
{fold at the beft price on.their own account.
Every one muft fee, that this is a very ha-
zardous trade: For, almoft every article,
which the Irith can bring, is imported by
the planters for the fupply of their own
eftates ; who will only buy of them when
it happens that their own ftores have failed :
The proviiions, and other products of paf--
turage, are liable to a thoufand accidents in
a fultry climate. And the provifion trade '
is therefore a moft precarious trade, as we
might infer from reafon, if we had not
‘ ¢XPerience to guide us.

But
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But, when the Irith cargoes are all thus
difpofed off another difficulty will imme-
diately occur. The produ@ of their {ale§
will not be fufficient to buy more Weft In-
dia goods, confidering their greater value,
than will load the one half of the Irith vef-
fels. They muft draw bills for the balapce
that hall be wanting; for which they muft
find an indorfer, at the expence. of 2! per
cent. and which muft be drawn on Lon-
don, where all Weft India payments are
made, or they will be charged 2% per cent.
more as the difference of exchange. Hav-
ing brought the Weft India goods, loaded
with all thefe difadvantages, to Ireland, the
Irith trader will there meet the Britith mer-
chants as com petitors, who may have brou ght
fimilar cargoes dire@ly from the Weft Iy
dies, or indirectly from Britain.

Owing to the difficulties before-mention-
ed the Irith have yet made no great progrefs
during the five years freedom of their Weft

India trade; as we ‘may obferve from the fol-
lowing ftatement *

* Itith Cuft, Houfe accounts,
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A comparative account of the fugar and
rum, which were imported into Ireland;
during the fubjoined years, ending the 25th
of March,

Sugars Mu[’cavaéc‘.

1781 1782 1783 1784
cwi: cwts cwt. cwi.
From the Weft Indies 7,384 18,631 ¢ 33:370 27,492

From Britain 130,050 132475 499,249 160,033
Rum.
1781 1782 17'83 1734
gal, gal. gal. gals
From the Welt Indies 69,473 175,053 297,047 153,567
F rom Brtitain 197,832 99.219 129,951 944,479

Sugar and Tum may be regarded as the rep‘r"e‘-:
(entatives of the Weft India products for the
purpofe of this comparifon. The importa-
tions from Britain were probably fomewhat
affected by the Irifh diftractions. Itis fure-
ly ‘reafonable to infer, from the foregoing
fats and arguments, that the importations
16 Ireland will continue nearly in- this ftate
for half a century to come. It is obvious
however, that Ireland muft fupply her own

) confumption,
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€dnfumption, before fhe can fmuggle of
fend any fugars to Britain. And when in
the long progref(s of her trade the (hall have
any furplus to fpare {uch fugars muft be fent
to Britain loaded with an additional expence
of 3s 6d to 48 per cwt. including Cuaftom-
houfe fees, infurance, freight and factor=-
age.

How far theallowing of the importatior
of thefe furplus fugars in Britifh fhips would
give the American commerce to Ireland, is
a queftion which may now be eafily anfwer-
ed. We may all remember-the prophecies
that were uttered, as to thedofs of that trade
from the revolt of the colonies firft, and
from the independence of the United States
afterwards. We have all feen the. race
which was run foen after that event, by the
commcrcm] natiens of Europe for the golden

prize of the American trade. While the

contelt was yet undemded, 1t was infifted on

'_Behalf of the ultimate fuccefs of Britain:

‘That the {kill and capital of the Britith ma-
nufa&urers were {uch as to enable them to
give the American traders better penny-

g " worths
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worths and longer credits than any other
tradefmen in Europe: And that the Ameri-
cans, being at once regardful of their intereft
and in want of capital, would neccffarily
come to the warehoufe where they could get
the beft and cheapeft goods, with-thelongeft
time to pay for them. No one urged thefe
and fimilar reafonings with/ more efficacy
than Lord Sheflield, in a pamphlet, which
gained him {ome praife, “by" entailing on
Britain the American trade: It is only to
be lamented, that the noble author fhould
have {o foon found caufe to dock the entail,
and to fettle the American commerce on Ire-
land. The event of the before-mentioned
race is now univerfally known. Britain has
engrofled the American trade to a degree
which is almoft beyond belief. The Spanifh.
merchants, who engaged in the American
trade, have failed. The French American
merchants have failed. A few Britith mer-
chants have failed. And have the Irith
had no failures among the traders who en-
gaged in the American commerce?

Experience
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“Experience hath now determined feveral
doubtful points, in our commercial concerns,
that no argument could have done. Tt was
foretold, that the French would, from the
revolt, engrofs the whole tobacco of Virgi-
nia and Maryland. Yet, though the far-
mers general fent 2 proper agent to Virgi-
nia, who has alfo failed, and though they
are {upported by the public money; they
are now buying tobacco in London. And
- s it likely that the Irith can engrofs the
whole tobacco trade, greatly inferior as they
are even to the Frenchin opulence and 1kill,
activity and addrefs? The Irith have not
yet fupplied their own wants: Till they
~acquire all thefe qualities in a higher de-
gree they cannot {upply the wants of others
with any foreign produ®. It is London,
which, from the vaftnes of her market for
every luxurious and every ufeful article. of
traffick, muft for ages be the American mart,
without fome accident that no fagacity can
forefee, or prudence prevent,

But, it is ftill pertinacioufly urged, that
by granting this boon to the Irith, we

| 12 fhould
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fhould relinquith #be monopoly of the planta-

tion trade, which was confined to Britain by
the a& of navigation. This had doubtlefs
been an obje&ion, though not a weighty one,
to Lord North’s conceflions of -the colony
trade to Ireland: But, this can be no ob-
je&tion to allowing Britith fubjects to import
in Britith thips from Ireland to Britain fuch
furpluffes of American produtts as had not
been confumed by her. It was doubted
formerly by fome, whether this monopoly
ought to be confidered asan evil, ora good:
That it is an evjl rather than a good has
been fhewn very clearly by Dr, Adam Smith,
Every monopoly is faid to be more favour-
able to the few, than to the many: By
yielding a greater profit to thofe who are
favored by it than they otherwife would
gain, the monopoly, it 1s argued, forces a
greater portion of mercantile capital within
its operation, then otherwife would go there:
That by this means capital is often with-
drawn from domeflic manufatures or from 2
peighbouring trade of Europe into a more
diftant commerce, which is lefs under our

eye 3
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eye: That of confequence the monopoly
of the plantation trade opprefled every other
commercial bufinefs which was unconne&ed
with it : And that by thefe Operations the
American’ trade became a difeafe in our
commercial policy, like thofe unnatural tu-
mours in the human body, which often
occafion lamenefs and death.. The Ameri-
can trade formerly and the plantation trade
now are certainly very advantageous to this
kingdom : It is only doubted, whether the
monopoly of that trade, which is a diftin&
thing, be a defireable obje&.

But, let us.fuppefe, inoppofition to thefe
reafonings and to'that authority, that the
monopoly is a good rather than an evil, it
may be worth while to inquire, whether
Ireland was originally excluded from it by
the a¢t of navigation. The great object of
this famous law was to exclude, alien men
and foreign thips from trading with our
colonies. . This regulation was plainly in-
tended for the benefit of every part of the
dominions of the crown: The colonies
wereallowed to trade with each other: Irec-l-

it lan
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land was in the fame manner admitted by
the a& of navigation * itfelf to the mofk
unlimited freedom of trade, with all the
plantations, till afterwards excluded, more by
private refentment 1 than by public pelicy.
The continental colonies from  that epoch
to the period of the revolt were allowed to
carry fugar from the Britith Welt Indies
into their own ports and to'fend them from
thence to England. From ‘the A&t of the
23d Charles. I1. Ireland could not import
Sugars from the plantations, and confe-
quently was not permitted to fend fugars
from her own ports.to Britain. The colo-
nies which were thus allowed this right
maintained no military eftablithment: Ire-
land who was denied this right did main-
tain 2 military efablithment, whnich was

applied

& Sce 12 Cha. I!. ch. 18.

4+ The revenge of St. John for an affront in Holland is
f21d to Have givea rife to the a& of navigation, during the
Commonwealth : It was in the fame mauner, the indi-
vidual refentment of * the profligate Shaftsbury againit the
virtwous Ormond, who then governed lreland, that gave
cife to almoft all the reftrictions of the Irith trade, during
Cliirles [1d’s reign, fome of which appear at prefent per-
fectly ridiculous.” [See Hume’s Hiftory of that period.] .
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applied to the general defence. The colo-
| nies, which were thus indulged, have always
. required an enortnous expence to defend
them: Ireland, who was thus excluded,
has occafioned no particular expence ; at]saft
peaceable Ireland has not, whatever dif~
tracted Ireland may have done. New Brun(.
wick and Nova Scotia, may even new re-
export Britith {ugars to Britain, yet'Britain
pays their civil lifts. But, Ireland, who
pays her own civil 1ift and {fupports more-
Over a' great army, is denied this conve-
nience. If this condu@ was unequal and
unjuft formerly, can the eéntinuance of a
fimilar condué be wife,and equitable now ?
Thus Ireland was entitled originally to all
the benefits of the monopoly ; and is even
; now entitled to all“the benefits of the mono-
poly, except the'convenience of re-(hipping
Britith ‘Sugars in Britith fhips to Britain;
the denial ofuwhich is not of any great con-

fequence to' this country, whatever it may
be to her.
r

2. From the foregoing confiderations we
are l:c! ﬂ.?ondly to inquire, whether the pro-
— peofed
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poled indulgence has any tendency to i
pugn or weaken that principle of the navi-
gation a&, which has certainly created fo
many fhipping and feamen, the more valu-

able, as they belong to ourfelves, If the

propofal were to allow foreign fhips to bring®

the furplus fugars of Ireland to Britain;
the circumftance of their (being foreign
fhips and {eamen would be a decifive ob-
jeGtion. Were it propofed to confine the
bringing over fuch fugars to fhips, merely
Irith ; which had not-been often decla-
red by law, and admitted in fac to be Bri-
tith veflels; this circumftance had created
a confiderable-objeétion. But the thipping
and failors intended by the propofal, being
Britith fhipping and faitlors, without ex-
ception, the propofal can furely be liable to
no great ebjection.

If therefore the propofal fhould be adop-
ted, and in confequence thercof many fur-
pluffes. fhould be fent, more native failors
would thereby be employed ; and the prin-

ciple of the aét of navigation would there~

fore be ftrengthened : If on the other hand,
it
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it is probable, that few or no fugars will b’
fent from Ireland in halfa century, then the
ob_)e& 1s not worth a conteft.

The trade between the fifter kmgdoms
has grown up in lefs than a century, from
the loweft ftate of depreffion, owing to the
reftritions of the réign'of Charles I1. to a
very high point of magnitude, owing toour
havmg gradually removed thofe reftrictions.

We fhall {ee this 1mportant truth in‘a very
c]ear lxght from the followmo ﬂfatemcnt :

Value of Value of

{ Exports. Imports.
The amounc'of the trade betwWden

England and Ireland, according to
3 three years average ending T SR TE A
, 1695 was [. 166,025 81,165
Ditto ending with "1783 was 1,873,236 1,427,191

—————
¢ - .

It plainly requited no great number of
fhips to carry on the trade between the fifter
'kmgdoms ‘during King William’s reign :
And this trade certainly furnithed very few
feamen for the royal navy, during King
Wzlhams wars, when they were {o much
wantcd It is equally apparent, that it muft

K. have
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have employed many thips to tranfport the
vaft cargoes of the years 1781-2-3: And
it is equally plain, that the pavigation,
which was thus created, muft have furpifhed
many feamen for the public fervice, during
our late vnhappy contefts. Both the trade
and the nurfery feem to be 2 new creation,
fince the beginning of the prefent century.
if this creation was fo much gain to the
nation, with a view to its defence, to ex-
tend this creation fill further, with the
{fame moft important end, muit be a gbod
to be defired ; and to deprefs that creation,
or narrow that nurfery, muft be an evil to
be avoided.

If we have the wifdom, and the equity
10 open the ports of Ireland ftill wider, by
granting the little that is now defired, we
(hall certainly ftrengthen the principle -of
the navigation adt, by increafing the num-
ber of fhips, and confequently, the number
of native feamen ; which the Irifh have been
declared by law, and are acknowledged in
fac to be. In proportion then as we {hut
the Irith ports, we enfecble the falutary

principle
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principle of the navipation a&, by doing

that which muft neceffarily leflen the num-
ber of feamen, who may be moft eafily en-

gaged when they are very much wanted.

By thus promoting the public fervice, Brif=
tol, Liverpool, and Whitehaven have furely
nothing to fear on the fubject of freights:
For, their great numbers of return thips,
ftand a ‘much better chance for employ-
ment than any Irifh thips, which may be
chartered on purpofe: The veflels which
muft neceffarily return home, can afford to
ca'rry at a lower freight, than a veflel which
muft fit out only for a fingle voyage: And
confequently the Britifh thip owners muft
overpower the Irith in every competition
for freights ; which muft neceffarily aug-
ment the number ‘of Britith fhips, without
diminifthing the aftual number of Irith.

On the other hand, were the re-thipping
of fugars, as' Hath been propofed, toaugment

~ the number of feamen in the ports of Ireland,

without diminithing the number of veflels
in the'ports of England, becaufs the prefent
trade'would probably centinue as to them,

K 2 while
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while the advantage in the competiton fhall
continue, nothing would furely tend fo
much to promote the public fervice, dufih‘g
our wars, as -having a great body of failors,
who are bound to ferve, in the ports of
Limerick and Cork, Waterford and Dublin -
For, thefe ports being nearer to Plymouth
and Port{mouth, than Liverpool or Lan-
cafter, Whitehaven, or Greenock, the fu-
pernumerary failors- of the Irifh ports be-
fore mentioned could be more conveniently
commanded than from the more diftant
Britith ports. The fame obfervation equaﬂy
applies to the whole navigation between
the fifter kingdoms, as compared with
longer voyages. . In_ fhort voyages the fai-
lors often return into port, and may there-
fore often be had : In more diftant voyages
the feamen {eldom return, and confequently
can feldom be-engaged in_the public fervice,
when this fervice may very much require
“their aid.

It'was with a view to the ufefulnefs of
thefe repeated voyages, between neighbour-
ing harbours, t}lat the navigation act ex-

cluded

\
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cluded 'by an exprefs claufe, alien thips
and failors from carrying any merchandize
from one port to another, . in England and
Ireland, or from thefe kingdoms to the cic-
cumjacent Britith iflands. The navigation
at then confidered the home trade of ; Ire-

land as part of the coaft trade of England,

which has been fo carefully preferved asthe
moft valuable nurfery for feamen. "And
indeed what can the whole navigation be-
tween the fifter kingdoms be deemed, but
a coaft trade, which ought to be extended
by every rational meafure that can be pro-
pofed or thought of. Foreigners were ex-
cluded too from the trade of the Colonies
upon the principle ¢f keeping up a firmer
connexion, between the parent country and
them. Let us hope, that by granting the
enlargement of navigation, which is now
defired by the Irifh, it rhay be the efficacious
means of ftrengthening the union between
the fifter kiggdaoms, which is fo much for
the intereft and happinefs of both.

3. From confiderations with regard to
the naval fuength of the empire, it is pro-

per
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per to inquire briefly, in the third place,
as to the queftion, how far the public bur-
dens of this country would be lightened at
prefent, or leflened in future, were the Irifth
propofals adopted. '

The revenue of every country is divided
in modern times, into two kinds; 1ft the
income of every individual feparately, from
whatever means : 2dly, the income of all
the individuals colle&ively, which is called
the public revenue, on the income of the
ftate. The private revenue of no country on

arth ever accumulated fafter than-the pri-
vate revenue of this kingdom, during the
laft hundred years, which continues to accu-
mulate abundantly at this moment. But,
the public revenue, however great and pro-
ductive it may be under late management, 18
depreffed by many debts, funded and un-
funded. Itis apparent_.therefore, that the
wifdom of our counfels ought to be chiefly
occupied  in ftrengthening the public re-
venue, which is thus feeble; leaving private
incomes which are thus produétive to the

care of individuals, who are entitled to ge-
neral
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neral protection, without the particular inte.
ference of the ftate.

It 1s to be lamented, how often the {pirit
of the people is directed to improper objects,
They have been well nigh ruined, in their
public revenue, by being induced to clamour
for commercial advantages. We were fo
abfurd as to fettle colonies for the fake of
getting a nation of cuftomers., We have
fpent hundreds of millions to enlarge and
defend diftant dominions to enjoy thofe com=
mercial advantages, which experience hath
fhewn are beft enjoyed without any public
expence. - Yet, the fame man, who, by his
mifcondu@ and miftakes, has almoft beg-
gered his country, in purfuit of the phan-
tom of commercial advantages, continues to
infift, that we ought to rifque our all, in
purfuit of commercial advantages.

While this nation conftantly grafped at a
fhadow, almoft every foreign power has been
acquiring provinces which have yielded pus-
lic revenue, But, what has Britain gained
even from her moft fuccefsful wars? fhe ac-
quired diftant deferts which were difadvan-

tageous
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tageous to this as’ an induftrions and mer-
cantile country, in two refpets; 1{t. Inftead
of yielding public revenue they required pusb-
fic fupport at no fmall expence for civil and
military eftablithments; 2dly, 'Commercial
capital was conftantly ' withdrawn'from do-
meftic induftry, wherein it was émployed to
the greateft advantage, to cultivate deferts
beyond the ocean, without adequate returns.
With our fad experiénce and prefent know-
ledge we may eafily determine the queftion,
whether we ought 'to accept of any diftant
ifland, or country, however” large, were
it offered without'an equwzﬂentP For, we
have feen, that'it ‘would reqmrc a“‘dinl lift
or government to be paid from the pubhc
revenue, which cannot be {pared; and tlmt
it would drain the people of the mercantile
capital which now gives empl‘ojzment to

TL: B

every induftrious individual.
On the other hand, Ireland is directly the
reverfe of fuch an ifland, inhabited as Ire-
land already 1s, by a numerous people, brave,
alive and generous ; who, at the annual ex-
pence of a million, fupport a great civil and
military
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mifitary eftablithment; and who, without
any apparent diminution of our capitals, are
our yearly cuftomers to the amount of nearly
two millions. In {uperaddition to thefe great
advantages, which ought to be regarded as
no {mall equivalents for commercial bene-
fits Ireland propofes to appropriate the
furplufes of the heredititary revenue, as a
fund for the more general purpofe of pro-
teCting the Empire.

We ought to inquire into the nature and
extent of this revenue before we determine,
whether it 1s worth our acceptance. It con-
fifts then of a Cuftom-houfe duty, outwards
and inwards, of an inland and inward excife -
and of a tax, called hearth-money. It is ob-
vious, that thefle taxes are of fuch a nature
as to have increafed and to continue to in-
creafe with the populoufnefs, the induftry,
the trade, and opulence of the country.
We have aiready feen how vaftly the trade
of Ireland has grown fince the revolution in
1688. 'And from the following ftatement
we may have a very diftin& view of the in-

: L creafe
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creafe of the hereditary revenue from that
zra to the prefent time:

"This revenue produced then, according

to a five years average, ending with 1687 [L.231.780
Ditto ending with - - - 1734 300,332
Ditto ending with - - - 1753 417,000
A feven years average ending with 1799 §4%,42%2
Ditto ending with 84787 543,818
The year ending with Lady Day 1784 659,000

A real ftatefman would defire ne better
document than this to judge of the progrefs
in population, deligence, traffick, and wealth
of any people- A rezl flatefman when he
confidered from what funds this increafing
revenue arofe and,how faft it had augmented
during a centry of oppreflion, would eafily
determine with regard to the rapidity where-
with the fame revenue muft hereafter in-
creafe from the epoch of the freedom of Ire-
land, both commercial and political.

It is a curious fa& in the hiftory of our
parties and debts, that when Walpole effa- -
blifbed the finking fund, it became immedia-
tely the fubject of ridicule to the fathion-
able orators and wits of the times. Yet,

every
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€very one knoWs, that the finking fund,
which when created in 1717 did not yield fo
great a fum as the hereditary revenue of half
Ireland; produced in 1781 rather morc than
three million, till it was almeft diffipated
by the unproductive taxes of a great finan-

cier, for which it was fecurity. Ridicule

therefore is not always the teft ofl truth.
He muft indeed have little wit ‘and lefs
wifdom, who can fuppofe, that the heredi-
tary revenue; whatever may be its produce,
is the only public income, which Ircland

contributes for defraying the expence of de~

fending the empire, of which Ireland forms
fo greata part. Iteland maintains as great
a land army as Britainudoes. The military
eftablithments of the filler kingdoms form
the military defénge” of cach other. One
Generalifimo egmmands both, who ray
direct the operations of both for the pro-
tection of‘edch. If Ireland maintained
fewer tr@bps; Britain mufl maintain more :
If Ireland fupported none, * Britain muft
doublefhers.  The redution of military

N : L2 elta-



( 8 )

eftabliments of every kind is in the prefent
ftate of the revenue of Britain perhaps the
beft ceconomy. If Ireland, by maintain-
ing her millitary eftablithment to the full
extent, facilitates this reduction and ceco-
nomy in favour of Britain fhe thereby con-
tributes pofitive income. In this manner
do foreign powers calculate the conjoint
forces of the fifter kingdoms. It can never
be prudent in either to convince the world,
by iunreafonable defiress on either fide,
that we are a divided people, whofe ar-
mies are feparate, and whofe interefts are
diftinct,

We all remember how much it has been
regretted, that the Congrefs petition, which
was delivered by Mr. Penn, was not receiv-
ed and confidered as the beginning of re-
concilement. But, the authority of the
Congrefs was difputed by fome, and their
terms were regarded by many as defignedly
general and ftudioufly fubtle. On the other
hand, the Irifh propofals come from the

only power which could legally fend them;
and
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and thefe propofals are detailed into fuch
diftin& refolutions, that their meaning is
obvious and their purpofe is plainly avowed.
Let us not have it to lament hereafter, that
we oppofed {uch propofals captioufly, much
lefs that we rejected them haftily.

" Whoever recolle&s what diftra&ion pre-

vailed in Ireland only a twelve month ago,
and co:npares them with the prefent repofe,
muft be of opinion, that much has been
{kilfully done. To obtain fuch propofals,
from fuch an authority, with the declared
intention of finally fettling the commer-
cial affairs of the fifter. kiugdoms, on libe-
ral principles of mutual advantage, was
doubtlefs to advance many fleps towards a

" defirable object. Let us be cautious how we

undo that which has already been done ; far
lefs how we by any means drive Ireland into
frefh diftractions, in queft of old remedies,
and new pretenfions. It cannct furely be
the intereft of any clafs of men among us,
to fee agreements of non importation again
entered into by the Irith populace, or pro-
teCting duties once more impofed by the

' Irifh
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frith parliament. The manufaGures ou’gﬁ{
to recolle@®, how much they were baffled
by fuch agreements before : The metchants
would do well to remember, a recent exam-=
ple of commercial connexions of great ex-
tent, being wholly cut off by fuch affocia-
tions alone. Every wife man muft be of
opinion, that peaceful and induftrious Ire-
land is 2 mine of riches, and a tower
of ftrength to 'Britain :* That diftracted
Ireland would be her weaknefs in -war; and
her bane in peace. - To prevent fuch appre-
henfions in future, thefe propofals have been
{ubmitted to parlidment, only as part of a
plan of fyftematic government, which can
alone tie the fifter kingdoms more clofely
together. "The adoption of this plan bids
fair to infure mutual confidence, and lafting
good will:-"The rejeition of thefe propo- |
{als would lead to ills that cannot all be
forefcen, but would be all deplored here~
after.
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