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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following Obfervations confift prin-
~ cipally of materials, which were intended to
be employed in another work. Such reputa-
tion as might have beenacquired by attention
to ftyle, ornament, and arrangement, is f{a-
crificed for the fake of ftating, while it is
not too late, to the People of Great Britain,
as well as to thofe of Ireland, fome facts,
very interéfting to them, and the knowledge
of which poffibly may be of fervice with re-
fpéé’t to the queftions that are immediately

to come before the Legiflature..

a As



i ADVERTISEMENT.

As it is the management of thele times
to conceal from the Public the meafures
;hat are intended-, and-as Minifters a;re,ﬁitif—
fied with carrying certain queftions thl:t;ugh
Parliament without troublmg themfelves
about farther conﬁdemtxons, the Author can
only reafon on the general notoriety of thofe
ineafures ;" and he fhall be happy if -at leaft
part of that, to which it is faid the Govern:
ment of the two kingdoms is pledgéd,- may
not prove true. . A with to ferve both
countries could alone have induced him to
undertake as difagreeable a t.aﬂ{ a‘shas ever
fallen to his lot ; and when he adds, that he
is fenfible how much of what ‘he ftates is
tikely, ‘till well underftood, 'to be difpleafing
fo many in both' countries, and unlikely to
{uit their prejudices,r he; on tgefc accounts;
hopes he may claim fome fort of merits

The ManufaGurers of Britain will not be
fatisfied
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ADVERTISEMENT. i

- fatisfied with all his doftrines ; but in this

he muft acquiefce for the prefent, as the ex-
perience of mankind tells us, that he who
does not go every length with thofe who are
anterefted in a queftion, unavoidably rifks

their good opinion.

In refpe& to Ireland, it is painful to him
in an extreme degree, to feem even to the
moft prejudiced and wnreafonable, to take a
part againft her in the propofed arrangement

with Britain, although it be only in the fin-

gle point relative to the alteration of the
‘Nawvigation A¢t; (for he cannot confider
Proteting Duties as the with of that coun-

try at large;) but he is convinced that the

-generality of the People of Ireland are not

awareof the whole extent of what has been
defired on that head, He thinks them more
scafonable than to form fuch a with, and is

3 2 : {ure



w ADVERTISEMENT,
fure that when the confequences of the pro«
pofed-alteration are laid before them, that
generofity of chara&er, for which they are
diftinguithed, muft prevent their continuing
to afk it; and it is only by ftating the cafe
of Britain ftrongly, that they are likely to
fee how unreafonable their claim is. If he
were even to confider the matter merely as
an Irithman, who only cared for one part of
the empire, without the leaft regard for the
good and advantage of the whole, he would
not wifh the meafure to take place ; becaufe,
if Britain fhould be furprifed into it, and the
alteration which is defired fhould ignorantly
and inconfiderately be made, he knows the
muft reclaim the conceflion the had made.
He moft ardently wifhes that {uch a mortifi-
cation may be fpared to Ireland, and that
the confequences which would refult from

it, may be prevented; and it is from this

1 wilh
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with he is induced to take a part in the quef-
tion. If merely from the fear of rifking
the unfavourable opinion of the People of
that Country, he thould withhold the infor-
mation which 1s in his power, or decline to
{tate matters which they ought to know, he
thould feel himfelf unworthy to belong to
them ; and he thould think it dithoneft, in the
higheft degree, to enter on the {ubje&, with-
out the refolution to treat it with the utmoft
impartiality. If he had prejudices, they
would probably be in favour of Ireland ; and
perhaps their foundation might be traced
to the indignation he has formerly felt on
the treatment of that country. He is, how-
ever, equally interefted in the welfare of
both<ountries ; and if he could fufpe& him-
{elf of partiality to either of them, he moft
affuredly would have avoided the fubject.
His fituation in refped to both, may and

ought



vi ADVERTISEMENT.
ought to prevent his being prejudiced ; at
leaft it is fuch as has ferved to give him
fome knowledge of the interefts of each,
He can have no motive for taking part again{t
either: his defire was to reprefent the real
ftate of Ireland, as far as he could ;' to
-prevent mifchievous, 1dle, or unavailing cla-
mour, and to counterat the defigns of thofe
whofe obje&t is to miflead and dupe the
people.

It will give him great fatisfaltion, if now,
or in future, thefe Obfervations fhould lead
to cool and difpaffionate examination, and in
the end, to the mutual advantage of Great
Britain and Ireland. He has ftated many
fa&s; he has freely obferved upon  thofc
fals 3 and he hopes what he has remarked
will give rife to refletions more ufeful and

important,

'The
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ADVERTISEMENT. vid .
" ‘The Tables will give a more corre idea
of the ftate of Mapufa&ureé and Trade than
could 'have been formed without them. A
greater detail relative’ to parts of the Fifhes
ries, to particular ManufaQures, and to the
trade to fome countries, Whieh,-hﬁwever;
may not at preferit be of much confequence,
fhould have been given, if there had been
more time 3 but it being declared, that the
very bufinefs, which is the principal objeét
of thefe Obfervations, is immediately to be
difeufled, the information herein contained,

fuch as it is, if delayed, would have come

too late. If there had been leifure for the

purpofe, the author would have informed
himfelf more fully on fome other points,
and the whole of what he now offers,
might have appeared in a more finithed
Qate.

ot

The



wi ADVERTISEMENT.

T'he author takes his leave, by wifhing his
exertions, in favour of the great points which'
were the objects of the Navigation Laws,
may not be confounded with narrow reftric-
tions relative to Manufactures and Commerce
in general. He is rather difpofed to difcoun-
tenance and diffuade all reftraints, except
thofe which are neceffaty to fupport the Bri-
tith Marine, to make Britain the mart of
commerce, and to fecure to her Dominions
the only return fhe can reap for the great ex-
pence of her foreign fettlements, namely,

the monopoly of their {upply.

SHUEFFIELD PLACE,
Jan. 25, ¥785. iy

OBSER-



OBSERVATTIONS

O N THE

MANUFACTURES, TRADE,

AND

PRESENT STATE JOF, IRELAND.

THE extenfions given in the courfe of the
laft fix years to the trade and commerce of
Ireland, are fo recent in the recolle&tion of
both kingdoms, that it would be fuperfluous
to ftate them in detail, notwithftanding that
they form'the ground work of the following
Obfervations. It would be equally fuper-
fluous to record, as the fequel of that detail,
the expreflions ufed by a warm-hearted peo-
ple, in the firft flow of their {entiments,
under a change of circumftances, moft aufpi-

B cious
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2 OBSERVATIONS.

cious, it may be hoped, not enly to them,
but to the profperity of the whole Britith'
empire, of which they form a confiderable
part. Ireland had been placed by thehand
of Providence in an advanced fitwation be-
tween the two Continents, with excellent
harbours towards the prevailing winds, and
with the blefling of a fertile foil, and tem- .
perate climate ; but the had neverthelefs long
laboured in an inefficient and helplefs pover-
ty, under a {y{tem of reftraints equally perni-
cious, unwife, and unjuft.—It1s natural, thas
the minds of her people thould be elated on
the emancipation of their induftry and a&i-
vity ; and perhaps a confiderable period muft
elapfe, before they fettle fufficiently, either
to afcertain the intrinfic value of their late
acquifitions, or to adopt the means of apply-
ing thofe acquifitions to the beft effe :
the beft habits of exertion are not fud-
denly to be expelted, though they may gra-
dually be formed by the natural progreffion
of a free commerce, and the foftering atten-
tion of a wife and {ettled government.

From {uch attainments alone can refult
that increafe of ftock and capital, which
2 will
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OBSERVATIONS, 3

will be eflentially neceffary, before Ireland
can avail herfelf of half her advantages. " In
the mean time, many of her people feem
difpofed rather to feek farther {peculative and
theoretical claims, than to cultivate the {olid
benefits which they acually poffefs 5 whilft
others are rifquing and prejudicing the prin-
cipal ftaple of their country, by forcing its
weak capital into too many and new branches.
Thefe ‘unfteady and extravagant attempts
have a tendency not only to check trade,

. but to provoke retaliation.

It 1s now well known among commercial
nations, that manufadures, forced, and fup-
ported by bounties and prohibitions, cannot
long thrive, and are not only a lofs to the
community, in proportion to their expence,
but are farther pernicious, by tempting away
hands from the thriving manufaltures. By
aiming at too many things at once, Ireland
will fucceed in none; but by purfuing cer-
tain ftaple articles that beft fuit her, fhe may
bring them to that perfe@ion which will
command the markets. A country, of the
extentrof Ireland, cannot expe to prevail
rvevery manufatture ; the may trifle in many,

B2 but



4 OBSERVATIONS

but the can excel at foreign markets in few 3

and thofe, under proper management, may
be amply {ufficient to give both employment
and affluence to her people.—It 1s the abun-
dance of a manufatture, and the gen'e'r:'ll
eftablithment of it in a country, that makes
it both cheap and good. |

 The Irith have been reprefented as being
lazy, and not difpofed to.labour: they
are, however, of an ative nature,' and ca-
pable of the greateft exertions; and of as
good a difpofition as any nation, in the fame
ftate of improvement : their Generofity, Hof-
pitality, and Bravery, are proverbial : intel-
ligence and zeal in whatever they undertake
will not be wanting : but it has been the
fathion to judge of them from their out-
cafts. The HMighlanders of Scotland, in
“their ftate of nature, are alfo faid to be
indolent. That men who have very little
to do, ‘thould appear to do lttle, 1s not
{trange; but who thinks them indolent,
when brought into fituations where they
can a&t? The Highlanders, indeed, have
ftill lefs reafon for indolence than the
Irith ; the country of the former with diffi-

| culty



OBSERVATIONS. c

culty can fubfift them, while the plentiful
{oil of Ireland encourages idlenefs.—Perhaps
the cheapnefs of the common food, potatoes,
may be juftly deemed a caufe of idlenefs, and
confequently detrimental to manufaétures; a
{mall garden of potatoes will fubfift-a family.
Few countries have become completely 1n-
duftrious, till the price of provifions was
comparatively high. In how many towns,
even of England, where the manufaturers
can acquire a fubfiftence, without daily la-
bour, do numbers of them confume the
Monday and Tuefday in 1dlenefs ! The com-
mon people of Ireland have not had the en-
cburagement they might have had, if an un-
fortunate difference of religion had not pre-
vailed, and if it had not been thought a ne-
ceflary policy, not to-bring forward the mafs
of the people who differed from the reformed
church, but more efpécially becaufe their
principles were fuppofed to be hoftile not
only to the eftablithed religion, but to the efta-
blithed government. ILately, the fevere laws
againft Roman Catholics have been repealed,
and’ many unneceflary reftraints removed ;
Reftraints which had thamefully lafted too
long, and can only be accounted for by the

acrimony
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acrimony of the times in which they were
impofed. At prefent, perhaps, the improve-
ment of Ireland 1s as rapid as any country,
ever experienced, nor will any thing check
it, but the weaknefs of human nature, an
ill-founded diffatisfaction, and an extrava-
gant difpofition to mnovation and change.

Jealoufies in trade between England, Scot-
land, and Ircland will ever occur. Such jea-
loufies in fome refpeéts ftimulate ufeful com-
petition, and in the end improve manufac-
tures, and pronnt)te trade. In the fermen-
tation and progrefs of fuch jealoufies, appeals
will frequently be made to the Legiflature,
and the interference of the Legiflature, when
obtained, will generally prove mifchievous
to the great intereflts of commerce, without
giving {atisfadtion to any of the contending
parties. In fuch inftances, however, much
good may be done by wife and diligent Mi-
nifters, who think it their duty to watch,
to inquire, and fully to inform themfelves.
Prejudices may be removed, miftakes may
be expofed, and fometimes ufeful regulations
may be introduced., This remark has been

fuggefted by the prefent circumitances of
Ireland ;
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Ireland : it has been already hinted, that
fhe aims at more than her capital can poflibly
fupport, or in which fhe can poflibly fuc-
ceed: fome of her people have been igno-
rantly eager in profefling an unfriendly dif-
pofition to Britith manufactures, and perhaps
perfuade themfelves, that under the term
‘¢ Protecting Duties *,” they can conceal
their real meaning — the introdu@ion of
a plan of prohibitory duties. Happily, a
confiderable proportion of the country thinks
differently ; and her Parliament, after a
full inveftigation, rejected the meafure, by
a great majority. Yet, many {lill retain
the difpofition to oecupy themfelves, and
difturb others, with attempts to introduce
the mifchievous fyftem. A war of pro-
tecting duties .and bounties, would an-
fwer to neither country; 1t would be ex-
tremely prejudicial to both; it would be
auinous to Ireland. The duty propofed
would beprohibitory. If Ireland. prohibits
the ftaple manufa&ure of Great Britain, mea-
fures-of a fimilar tendency would inevitably

* The dutie; propofed were fo high as to be prohibi-
tory of Britifh, and therefore prote@ing Irith woollens.

and

PROTECTING DUTIES. 7%




g PROTECTING DUTIES.

and foon take place, ‘refpeéting the ftaple
manufacture of Ireland. Even by domng
much lefs, the great article of trade, on which
Ireland depends, her linen manufatture,
would be ruined ; merely the placing Irifh
linens on the fame footing as foreign, would
almoft entirely prevent the ufe of them in
England, and be ten times more prejudicial
to Ireland, than her prohibition of Englifh
woollens would be to Great Britain. Mea-
fures, too, might be purfued in that line,
which would forward and affift the interefts
of Great Britain, in the north of Europe.

But while prohibitory duties might bring
real evils on Ireland, they would fail of an-
fwering the end intended : they encourage
contraband trade ; and no laws could prevent
the {fmuggling of Britith manufactures into
Ireland : the near neighbourhood and great
intercour{e give a facility, which could not
be obviatzd; nor could non - importation
agreements laft long. Ireland would foon
be tired of the impofitions of her own ma-
nufadurers, who would immediately avail
themfelves of the opportunity, and who
have raifed the clamour for the purpofe of

exacting
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exalting an additional profit from the con-
fumer; fhe would foon find fhe cannot
fupply herfelf, and that efforts which may
fall heavily on her in other refpets, will
ferve her in no refpe&, but would greatly
raife the price to her people of that eflens
tially neceflary article, cloathing.

Thofe who examine with a jealous eye
the advantages refulting to Great Britain
from her fupplying Ireland with certain ar-
ticles, thould obferve the prodigious quan-
tity of linen with which Ireland fupplies
Great Britain 3 the value of which, in the
year ending the 25th of March, 1782, ex-
ceeded all the imports into Ireland of the
growth, produce, and manufacture of Great
Britain : it amounted to 24,692,072 yards,
value 1,646,138l 2s. 8d. Irith money*; be-

fides

% See the table No. I. The author inadvertently
took the year of the gréateft export ; but the average of
four years, ending the 25th of March, 1778, and pre~
vious to the exports of Ireland being hurt by her non-
importation agreements, (which they were) was in value
1:455,999l. 7s. 53d. In confequence of thofe agree-
ments, and other circumftances, the value of linen exe

C ports
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¢ PROTECTING DUTIES.

fides linen yarn, to the amount of 169,126k
10s. In the fame year, all the imports
into Ireland, of the produce and manufacture
of Great Britain, amounted to 1,486,317l
28. 4d.; of which the quantity and value
of woollens was as follows, and it happened
to be the year of the greateft import :

Yards. Lo 5. d.
Old drapery, - 362,824 - Value 253,976 o o©
New drapery, - 547,336 = 68,417 o ©

322,393 © O

And it is farther worthy of notice, that, in
the fame year, when Ireland exported

Yards, e N
To Britain - - 24,692,072 value 1,646,138 2 8
She exported to all
the reft of the
world only - - 278,231 —— 18,548 14 8
And coloured linens  113,655%8 —— 5984 9 ¢

»
Total export - 25,083,958%

ports fell, in 1781, to g61,4551. The next yeaz, 1782,
however, as ufually happens on fuch occafions, it in-
creafed, and to the great amount above mentioned. -

- Moreover
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Moreover it may be obferved, that Ireland
does not grow a fufficiency of wool of a
proper fort, if the fhould manufatture the
whole of it, to fupply her own con{umption
of woollens ; and that fhe could not get the
fame articles cheaper from any other coun-
try than from Great Britain. At the {ame

time, a great proportion of the linens which

Great Britain takes from Ireland might be
got cheaper from the north of Europe : and

Ireland fhould remember, that, of all her

exports in the fame year, viz. 1782,
Britain alone took 2,699,825l. 13s. 8id.
How trifling, comparatively, the remainder
of her exports, ‘will appear under the head
of her general trade.

The year 1783 was not exactly the period
when we fhould have expected the woollen
manufacturers of Ireland to be moft clamo-
rous, and that they fhould enter upon the
moft violent meafures, Unprejudiced peo-
ple, atleaft; will think that the complaints
were ‘ill timed ; and the following account
of the exports of woollens* will prove it. It

* Exclufive of frize, fannels, flockings, and mix-
tures of woollens, and hats.

3% G2 - thould
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fhould be remarked, that the export was .
allowed only during a fmall part of the
year 1780,

Old drapery exported from Ireland, year
ending the 25th of March,

Yards,
1780 — 494
1781 _— 3,740
1782 ——s 4,633
1783 —— 40,589

New drapery exported from Ireland, year
ending the 25th of March,

Yards.
1780 — 8,653
1781, = 286,859
1782, ——— 336,607
1783 — 538,061

And as a farther proof of the increafe of
the woollen manufacture in Ireland, it ap-
pears that the expoi't of wool, woollen, and
worfted yarn had decreafed above half. The
average export of the laft, which is the
principal article, for feven years, ending
the 25th of March, 1770, was 142,890
ftones. ‘The average of the fame number

of



to 1767, Ireland imported,

PROTECTING DUTIES, 13

of years, ending the 25th of March, 1783,
was 66,679 ftones.

It fthould be remarked, that at the time
Ireland, on the opening of her ports for
exportation of woollens, made an effort to
{end the above quantity to foreign markets,
the increafed her imports of woollens.
This helps to fhew an advantage in taking
away that unreafonable reftraint, and thould
convince us, that the more Ireland exports,
the greater her neceflity will be of import-
ing from England. Ireland was enabled to
work up her wool in thofe articles which
beft fuited it, and to the greateft advantage,
for foreign markets, inftead of employing
it to difadvantage, and increafed the impor-
tation of fuch woollen articles as England
could furnith cheaper than fhe could make
them,

On an average of four years, from 1763

Yards,
New drapery, - 281,557
- Old drapery, = 196,047

©n
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On an average of four years, ending the
2sth of March, 1783, Ireland imported,
Yards.
New drapery, -  390,09§
Old drapery, - 281,406
But the increafe of the importation of the
principal article, new drapery, was only about
one fifth of the increafed manufafture for
cxportation. |

Yards.
Increafed quantity of new drapery

tmported, - - - 108,538
New drapery exported, year ending

the 25th of March, 1483, - 538,061
And the export of the latter article, the
fame year, exceeded the import near 120,000
yards. And farther it fhould be remarked,
that, in the very year when fo large a quan=
tity of Irith woollens were able to meet
Britith at foreign market, a duty was afked
on Britith to enable Irith woollens to meet
them at the markets of Ireland,

It {hould be obferved, however, that the
manufatture of woollens was not fo much
increafed as appears from the ftated export
of the four laft years: a certain proportion

of
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of thofe articles, which now appear in the
exports, were {muggled from Ireland pre-
vious to 1778, at which time the prohibi-
tion to export was taken oft with refpect to
the Britith plantations in America, or the
Weft Indies, or any Britith {ettlement on
the coaflt of Africa. Before that time,
woollens could not be mentioned in the
Cuftom-houfe ftate of the exports of Ire-
land ; but now that the export is opened to
all the world, by the a&s of 1780 and 181,
it is found that two thirds of her woollens
go to Portugal, to which place fhe proba-
bly fent nearly as much before. The im-
portation, however, of moft of thofe arti-

cles into Portugal, both then and now, was,

and 1s, {fuppofed to be prohibited by Portu-
gal : and it thould farther be remarked, that
as woollens are not fubject to duties on ex-
port, the vanity, and other motives of mer-
chants may have induced them to enter
greater quantities for exportation than they

have really fent.

But {fome of the violent friends of Ireland
fay, we will have non-importation agree-

ments, proteéting duties, prohibitions, &c. -

If

B T R I\,
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16 PROTECTING DUTIES,

If you don’t take our linens, we will not
only refufe Britith, but alfo foreign and cos
lonial commodities from Great Britain, and
the two laft amount to near 800,000l
yearly *,

It will be an{wered, that Great Britain
gives to the principal manufa&ure of Ireland
every advantage in every part of her domi=
nions, and may moft reafonably expe&t that
her own principal manufa&ture fhould, in res
turn, have equal advantages in Ireland, which
they have not. The linens Great Britain
takes from Ireland are five times the value of

* Some of thefe pretended friends of Iteland, who,
whether aCtuated by an honeft and zealous ignorance,
or by worfe motives, are likely to prove her greateft
enemies, have been driven, by the abfurdity of their
pretenfion, into the moft contradi€tory mode of reafon-
ing : for, on fome occafions, they treat as a feparate
kingdom, not only independent, but utterly unconnec-
ted ; on others, they claimas a part of the empire, en-
titled (according to an inaufpicious phrafe) to a recipro-
city of equal rights. TFor the fake of fairnefs in argu-
ment, it is to be wifhed they would chufe one predica-
ment or the other. The attempt to blend both charac-

ters, is. not calculated to promote either candour or per-
{picuity,

the
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the woollens taken from Britain. Ireland
takes nothing from her that fhe can get
cheaper or better elfewhere, except the com-
modjties of the Britith Weft Indies; and, in
return, fhe has an advantage in her fhare of
the monopoly of the Weft-India markets,
and fhe has no pretenfion to trade with the
plantations on any other principle. Whatever
elfe fthe takes of colonial or foreign articles,
1s for her own convenience ; and before Ire-
land cuts off all commercial intercourfe with
Great Britain, it may beworth her while to
confider the proportion of the exports of Ire-
land taken by Great Britain, as already men-
tioned : it will appear that her exports to
all other parts did not, in the fame year,
much exceed, in value, the twentieth part
of her exports:to Britain, and in that part
are included the exports to the Britith plan-
tations, which would be found no fmall
part, but which would be alfo loft, as fuch
proceedings on the part of Ireland would
naturally tend to interrupt all commercial
intercourfe with the Britith colonies and
empire. Great Britain has found it poffible
to exift, and to maintain, her commercial
affluence againft the combinations and inter-

D | ruptions
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ruptions of many principal markets in botly
Continents ; but Ireland has not yet made
the experiment, how the could exift without
the markets of the Britith dominions: and
when Ireland fhall be fo madly advifed, nei-
ther fleets nor armies, nor any extraordinary
expence, will be neceflary, on the part of
Gieat Britain, to convince her the 1s wrong :
hurtful it may be for a time; but in the end,
and foon, Great Britain muft prevail: Ire-
land cannot : for it does not appear Wwhere
the will get what fhe wants, and that fhe has
credit with other nations to the amount fhe
would require ; or where the will difpofe of
what fhe has, if the thould have no inter-
courfe with Great Britain or the Britith co-
lonies. It will be found, that it is the inter-
courfe with the Britith dominions that ena-
bles Ireland to trade in any confiderable
degree.

This hoftile mode of argument is, how-
ever, very improperly brought on by Ire-
land. It would ill become either kingdom
to encourage even the difcuflion of fuch
propofitions ; and the feat of empire could
never adopt the meafures hinted at, unlefs

unavoidably
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unavoidably driven to them. Under the pre-
fent enlarged and free {yftem of commerce,
there is demand and trade enough in the
world to occupy the utmoft induftry of both
countries. This kind of fcrutiny, then,

‘thould not take place; but if Ireland will

force it forwards, the invefhigation will not
prove either Dbeneficial or flattering to her.
She might at leaft be fatishied until fhe finds
berfelf in the fituation of being able to fay
to Britain, My ports fhall be open to all
your manufatures, free of all duties, on
condition that your ports thall be open to
mine in the like manner, — Ireland 1s hardly
 the fituation to-agree to that propofal ;
and the generality of Englithmen would
probably at firft “ebje& : but there 1s no-
thing in it which fhould alarm them. Great
Britain could  underfel Ireland in moft
manufactures:fuch is the predominancy of
fuperior «dkill, induftry, and capital, over
low-priced labour, and comparatively very
few taxes. — Many would objet to the ex-
tenfion of this idea to raw materials, as
well as to manufaltures; but even the per-
mitting Englith wool and fullers’ earth,
charged with inland carriage, freight, com-

D:2 miffion,
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miffion, &c. to go to Ireland, need not
alarm, on the ground of giving a fuperio-
rity to the latter*. Let it be remembered,
that England underfels other countries even
in the manufature of Spanith wool. © The
wool grower In England, who ‘fubmits
the monopoly of his wool te the manufac-

| turers,

* The Englifh woollen manufalturers will fay, the
export of wool from England to Ireland muft greatly
reduce the price of wool in the latter country, and, with
the low price of labour, enable the Irifh manufalturers
to underfel them, and of courfe will urge the {ame ob-
jections as they do, to the export of wool to France,
On the other liand, the wool growers of Ireland will op-
pofe the reduction of .the price, which is from 3s. to 4s.
per ftone higher than in England : and it is faid, until
mutton becomes a more common food in Ireland, and
the price confequently rifes, it would not anfwer to keep
up the prefent number of fheep, if not encouraged by
the high price of wool. 'The increafe of tillage in that
country, it is{uppofed, will naturally decreafe the num-
ber of fheep, unlefs, by a mode of agriculture {uperior
to the prefent, and a more general introduction of artifi-
cial graffes, tarneps, &c. fhe fhould be enabled to keep
a greater ftock. Yet the following account of the great
fair of Ballinafloe, in Connaught, feems to prove that'the
number of fheep was increafing in Ireland. Tillage,
however, has made, comparatively, very little progrefs

in that part of the kingdom.
. ABSTRACT
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turers, might receive fome relief. This,
however, 1s a nice point, and does not re-
quire any difcuffion at prefent. y

Lim

ABsTRACT of WooL fold at the different F airs of Bal=’
linafloe, from July, 1771, to July, 1778, inclufive.

Date. No. of Bags No. of do. '+ Thotal,
: fold. unfold. -
1771, July, — 1492 — 150 — 1507
iy b | -, — 1286 — 11 — 1297
PTTEEEE, =TA8T 3 Tiagg e~ 11583
1774y =——; — 1623 — 25 — 1648
1775 % 11-1874,%. (88— 1635
, (3200, ——; o 1857 oty 1921
4 17T o — 2004 — 707 S Taogh
| ITO SN T CR3E oY) 5837V Stk
% Total No. — 127435 832 13577
Yearly average 13593 104 1697

L N o o
.

N. B. The failare in 177"8 arofe from the flagnation
of credit, and a decreafe of the demand for bay yarn

from England.
Suegsep fold at the faid Fair,
Date. j fold. unfold. Total,
o i g G e L T
1772, —— — 53632 _— SO‘ —r 53()3'—’-
1773~ — 55242 = 6390 — 01682
A e 199790 i 5303, —..66633
17}75,(\” — 63004 — 1020 — 64924

T — 00873 == 639 'Y G75¥d
TR 63799 — 12743 - ~=Ulybsay
¥978, === — 144894 = 31588 — 76482
SO 2 EQUAL
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Inftead of prote&ting or prohibitory duties,
which would not anfwer the purpofe of the
promoters of them ; or an entire removal of
a1l duties between the two countries, for
which, it has been already obferved, Ireland
is not yet ripe; perhaps to lower the Britith
inoperative duties to the Irith, would be the
leaft exceptionable ‘meafure: 1t would leave
the trade nearly on its prefent footing ; and
it is the intereft of the Britifh manufacturers
that' the duties fhould be equalized, rather
by lowering them here, than by raifing them
in Ireland.

To this many of the Englifh woollen
manufadturers would obje& : but if Great
Britain {hould take off the heavy duties on
the importation of Irifh woollens into Britain,
it would not be of the advantage to Ireland
that {he imagines, nor a material check to
the Britifh manufa&urers of wool. On the
part of England and Scotland, it may be
worth while to confider, that lowering
high duties to the {cale of the Irith, while

it will take away the arguments, and may
{uppreds
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fupprefs the clamours of the difcontented
in Ireland, cannot hurt their own manufac-
tures. 'The heavy duties on the impottation
of Irith manufaures into Great Britain are
prohibitory : they are in general unneceffary ;
and only ferve to irritate and keep alive pre-
judice and falfe notions. For while Great Bri-
tain can underfel Ireland, even in the home
markets of the latter, in almoftevery manu-
facture, charged with land eartiage in Bri-
tain, freight, duties on landing, and coms-
miffion ; and notwithftanding the bounties
given by the Dublin Society, or Parliament ;
Ireland furely could not {ell any quantity of
manufa&ures at Britith markets, or much
more to foreign countries, than the does now.
She may, indeed, be able to export, in the
courfe of trade, and to affort in cargoes, to
a certain extent, fome articles which fhe
cannot make cheaper than England, but not
in quantities ' to prejudice the latter. Per-
haps, one of the ftrongeft objetions at pre-
fent to opening the Britith markets to the

Irith manufactures, is the danger of fmug-

gling cargoes from the Continent of Europe.

Ireland, it is faid, can afford fome broad
ftufts, durants, thalloons, and fhags, cheaper
than
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than Great Britain : her flannels are as good,
:£ not the beft : her blankets are as cheap:
and in hair pluth and druggets, fhe can rival
France : but, if it be true, fhe has not a fuf-
ficiency of wool to carry thofe manufactures
to any great extent. 'The very price of that
article, which is generally 3s. or 4. at leaft
per ftone of 16 pounds higher than in Eng-
land, as already mentioned, muft prevent
her ; for it was the low.price of labour
alone which enabled Ireland to {end wool-

len or worfted yarn to Britan ¥,

It is, therefore, really the fuperior qua-
lity and cheapnefs of Britith manufatture,
that prevents import from Ireland, Mr.
Arthur Young has inquired, why give In
linen what you deny in other fabrics ! Irifh
Jinen has all the advantages of a freedom
from a great variety of excifes, which the
manufalurers of Englith linen labour under,
and yet the Englith manufa&ure, {o bur-
thened, thrives, from there being a difference
in the fabrics, and as great a difference would
be in other fabrics. ‘The fixed trade, capital,

#* Tt appears from the Table, No, I, that the quantity
of wool fhe fent was trifling,

and
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and fkill of England, at prefent at leaft, bid
defiance to the no excifes of Ireland. If Ire-
land cannot meet Englith manufatures in
her own markets, notwithftanding her ad«
vantages at home, how can fhe meet Eng-
land to any great extent at foreign markets,
without thofe advantages. New fabrics re-
quire new capitals, new eftablithments, and
new exertions,

Taking the year of the greateft export of
woollens from Ireland, viz. 1783, we find,
the quantity of wool, woollen and worfted
yarn exported, greatly decreafed, and that
the whole quantity of wool exported,
was - - 2063 ftones, 10 lbs,
and the whole quantity

of woollen yarn, - 440 flones.

 worfted yarn, - 66677 {tones.

It is clear, that even if thefe quantities had
been of the fort of wool fit for making the
woollens that Treland imports, it would not
have ‘been fufficient; for, in the fame year
the imported near 800,000 yards, viz.
Yards.
New drapery, = 220,415%
Old drapery, - 371,871
' “E and
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and until Ireland becomes a country of fheps
herds, and prefers fheep-walks to tillage,
and depopulation to population, fhe cannot
import much lefs. She has grown rich, and
more populous; her demand for woollens
has increafed, and is likely to increafe much
~more : Great Britain, therefore, haslittle to
apprehend ; but the confumer in Ircland muft
pay whatever additional expence 1s thrown
on woollens imported ; he muft pay the ex-
traordinary expence of {muggling, or what-
ever duty may be laid.

Equal duties muft be low; if high, they
would be prote&ing or prohibitory duties
againft England. It is obvious, that whatever
they are, they muft fall on the confumer in
Treland, who muft have thefe articles 1n
fome fhape.

As to the f{yftem of no duties in either
country, if that fhould be propofed, Ireland
will dread the extinétion of fome of her
prefent manufaltures of woollen. She will
recolledt the effeét of the Methuen treaty
with Portugal, by which Britith woollens
were introduced, and the Portuguefe manu-

faltures
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faltures of wool, which had been eftablifhed

above twenty years before, were crufhed;
for although that treaty, on the face of it,
appears fimple, and the principles of it not
reciprocal *, its object was as now ftated ; it
was underftood fo at the time, and it fuc-
ceeded. The condu&, however, of Portugal
was not impolitic. It was not pofiible for
her to carry her woollen manufacture to any
great extent, or nearly to {upply her people
and colonies. She got a great advantage, as
to her wines, by the treaty ; and her people
were fupplied cheaper with the neceﬁ'ary
article, woollens,

Ireland, perhaps, had better be content to
remain as the is : her dutles on her imports,
which are 5 per cent. on the cuftom rate,
and § per cent. more on the rate for import
excife, give advantage to her own manu-
faCtures. Her import duties confift of cuf-
toms payable like the Britith, and alfo of an

* Britith woollens were not to be admitted on better
terms than thofe of other countries, although the wines
of Portugal were to pay in England lower duties than any
gther wines.

E 2 excife,
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excife, called import excife, which 1s bons
dable until the goods are taken out for cons
fumption, when it is to be paid, and has
therefore got the name of excife. Draperies,
however, from Britain, do not pay the ims
port excife, only the cuftom.

The manufactures of wool certainly have
increafed, and are increafing, under their
prefent circumitances ; and afufficient quan-
tity is manufactured, to fhew that extraordi-
nary meafures are not neceffary. The cla-
mour on this fubjeét has been nearly confined
to Dublin, the moft improper place for the
manufadure, and where it is much to be
withed it may not flourith ; where a difpo-
fition has appeared rather to riot and infult
the Legiflature, than to cultivate, with 1n-
duftry, the benefits of an enlarged and free
commerce, ‘The feat of expence and licen=-
tioufnefs is not a fit place for the principal
branch ‘of the woollen manufature, or for
any other, except flight fabrics, which de-~
pend upon changeable fathion, and mutit be
unger the eye of the thopkeeper.

A good
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A good deal has been already faid, rela-
tive to woollens, which applies to the
general requifition from Ireland, that the
manufactures of both countries fhall be li-
able to equal duties on import into each
other, The Britith duties, when compared -
with the Irith, will not, by any means, give
to an indifferent perfon the impreffion of fair-
nefs and equality, or even of utility ; they
have, however, in truth, little or no effe&,
except to caufe uneafipefs, to irritate, and
feemingly to juftify the idea of protedting
duties. Whilft fimilar Britith commodities
command the markets of Ireland, from their
fuperior - quality and  cheapnefs, though
charged with the Irith duties, what chance
of fale have the {ame articles of Irith ma-
nufaéure at Britith markets, even without a
duty ! An alteration, therefore, would benefit
Jreland, or prejudice Britain, much lefs than
is mmagined. This argument, perhaps, it
will be {aid, may anfwer for the year 1783,
but may not apply to the probable future
{tate of manufaGtures in Ireland in 1800~
that the progrefs of manufatures in the two
countries, one of which pays taxes, to the
amount of fourteen millions, and the other

: of
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of one million only, little or no part of
which can be faid to fall on manufactures,
is not likely to keep an equal pace. To
which it may be replied, that the price of
labour, and expences of all kinds, will un-
doubtedly increafe with the increafe of ma-
nufattures in Ireland ; that one million of
taxes is lefs difproportionate to the wealth
of that country, than may appear to thofe
who have not examined their comparative
riches, and that if Great Britain makes no
umproper {acrifices, fhe will maintain her
. prefent fuperiority. It merits, therefore,
the confideration of the Britith manu-
facturers, whether the fale of their goods
will not be much mere hurt by the dif-
fatisfacion of Ireland, and non-importa-
tion agreements, (although the latter will
not be effetual or lafting) than by a
redu@ion of the duties on the import of
Irith manufaéures. ‘The duty on woollens,
imported into Britain from Ireland, amount
to a prohibition. At the fame time Ireland
has laid duties equal to a prohibition in fa-
veur of England, on draperies from all other
countries ; they are alfo in favour of her own
woollen manufalture,

SCHEDULE
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SCHEDULE of DuTies on the under-men-
tioned Articles jn both Countries.

Impert Duties Import. Duties
payable in \ payable in
Britain. Ireland.
Lo 5. . d. Liws. d.
All woollens or old drape er
o 6;‘;{ N - T v ik I?._..} O o 533

with wool, or new drapery, ¢ o o 1
per yard, o=  —— &

-
90

Stuffs of all kinds, made or mixed
I1yg {

and cotton mixed, for every
100l, value, on oathy == —

Cotton and linen manufaétures,
10 918 5%

Linen cloth, printed, for every e
W { :ool.val&e,onoatl‘l, — —[ 918 545

Leather manufactures, for every

9y, e 18 100l. value, on oathy, — — [ 9 18 Sav

yards, befides in Britain, for

©w 3 111} (Checks, the piece not above 10
every 1o0ol. value, on oath,

§5'1§ o9
5 6 9i% .Sugar,rcﬁncd,percwt. - = 113 113¥

4 12 13% Starch, percwt. — == ~ o 6 i

Many other inftances might be added, not
lefs ‘remarkable : and Ireland does not a lit-
tle complain of want of reciprocity on the
{ubjects of malt, beer, &c.

Average
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Average of three years, ending Chriftmas
1777, of the duties arifing on all goods and
merchandize exported from England into
Ireland:

L 5

Britith goods, - 9136 16 8%

Foreign goods, e . w19 18 (5%

Average of the fame years of the duties
arifing on all goods, &c. imported from Ire-
land into England, - [L.6490 11 1}

Average of three years, ending the sth
of January, 1778, of the duties arifing on
all goods, &c. exported from Scotland into
Ireland, . - - f£.602 o 7%

Average of the fame years of the duties
arifing on all goods, &c. imported from
Ireland into Scotland, - [£.3585 13 I
Tt may be obferved, that the larger fumis .
received in that country, where the markets
in general are open to the other upon low
duties, and that the balance of the general
interchange is in favour of Ireland.

BOUNTIES.
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BO"UNT_IES.

As to bounties, Ireland complains of that
given by Great Britain on the export of" fail
cloth to Ireland; fhe finds it extremely
hurtful to her fabric, and complains with
double force, as it is a branch of her linen
manufature. She will be juftifiable in coun-
terafting, by duties or regulations, all boun-
ties giveni on export to Ireland, where fhe
has fimilar manufa@ures : but the Britith
act adds to the bounty now given, as much
more as at any time Ireland fhall impofe as a
duty on the import of Britith fail cloth into
Ireland. The mode of conteft may become
“ridiculous. :

DRAWBACKS.

As to drawbacks, it is defired that Great
Britain fhall allow a full drawback on all
commodities fhe exports to Ireland, on the
principle, that the country which confumes
thearticle, thould have the ufe of the revenue
raifed upon it. Refined fugar and hops are

K put
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put on that footing. "It 1s not unreafon';ible, ;
and it is encouraging to trade. It fhould

always be remembered, that whatever part
of a duty is not drawn back, 1s a tax on, the
carrying trade. '

NAVIGATION . ACT,

Colonial and Foreign CoMMODITIES, &e.

Exclufive of ‘the feveral difficulties re-
fpeding the interchange of native commo-
dities and manufa@ures, new pretenfions are
brought forward, relative to the commerce
refulting from the intercourfe, which has
been opened to Ireland, with the Britith Co-
lonies, Plantations, and Settlements, and
alfo rclatelve to the interchange of Afiatic,
African, ~and American produce. Ireland
defires that the conftruétion of the na-
vigation laws may be altered, fo as to
admit Colonial and foreign commodities
from her warehoufes into Great Britain, in

like manner as they pafs from thence into
Ireland.
The
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- ‘The obje&tions to this, on the part of the
people of Great Britain, are numerous and
ftrong. It is faid, that the advantage in
queftion is the only one 'fhe has referved to
herfelf, as head of the empire, for the vaft
expence of fupporting foreign conneQions,
eftablithing, maintaining, and prote@ing co-
lonies, which alone belong to her; that
when fhe gave the participation of all cther
advantages, fhe referved this alone ; which
if fhe yields, there are few other points in
which the navigation laws will be of fervice
to her, relatively to Ireland. Tt is the only
commercial part of them that is of confe-
quence; it is the fingle privilege, which
leaves any gleam of hope to Great Britain,
that the thall weather the confequences of the
war, to which Ireland contributes nothing.
In fa&®, the very operation in queftion of the
navigation laws, is the only barrier remain-
ing againft the migration of her manufac-
turers and merchants. The preamble of her
navigation and other laws, give the reafons
for confining Colonial and foreign trade, viz.
¢“ Not only for the fake of employing and
¢ inereafling Englith fhipping and feamen,
¢¢ and fecuring a vent for woollen and other

¥ 2 “ manue
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manufa&ures ; but alfo to make this king-
dom a ftaple of the commodities of thofe '
plantations, as well as of the commodities
of other countries for the fupplying them ;-
(it being the ufage of other nations ta
keep their plantation trade to themfelves)
and farther, if Colonial commodities
fhould be taken from any part but the
plantations, that the trade of them would
thereby in a great meafure ‘be diverted:
from hence, and cartried elfewhere ; His
Majefty’s cuftoms and other revenues
much leflened, the fair trader prejudiced,’
and this kingdom not continue a ftaple
of plantation commodities, nor that vent
for the future of the vi®ual and other
native commodities of this kingdom.”~—

Such was the declared principle of the navi-
gation a& ¥, and fuch certainly was the prin-
ciple of thofe ‘aéts+ which pafled explana-
tory of it ; and the ad which repeals fo much
of the navigation laws, ‘as prevented a dire&t

*%-12th Charles 11.

4+ 15th Charles 1I. and the 22d and 23d Charles II,

confirms the intention of the 15th, to prohibit impore
tation of, &c, from Ireland, and reftrain it to Britain.

mtercourfe



NAVIGATION ACT, &c 37

intercourfe between Ireland and the Britith
plantations, does not repeal the 12th Geo. I11.
chap. §5.%* which prohibits the import from
Ireland into Britain, of rum, fugar, coffee,
and other American and Afiatic goods : nor
can it be faid, that it appears from the a&,
which iextended the trade of Ireland, to have
been the intention of the Legiflature to make
any alteration in that refpect. The cuftom-
houfe prattice has continued the fame fince,
as it 'was before the paffing the a&, and during
upwards of a century, wiz. not to admit the
articles in queftion from Ireland. Nor can
it be objected as inequitable, that Britain de-
clines to take from Ireland commoditics
which that country takes from her. Ireland
takes them from the mother country of the
colonies ; and, ﬁri&ly confidering the mat-
ter, the has no mghtful claim to get them

* Although this a& was pafled to bind both countries,
and thofe parts which purport to have an internal opera-
tion in the levying of forfeitures or penalties, or are di-
re€tory to'the officers of the Irifh revenue, may now be
confidered as a dead letter ; yet, the {pirit and intention
of this aét is clear, and that part which was intended to
bind Britain, and which prohibits importation of the pro-
duce of Afia, Africa, and America, from Ireland, is ftill
in force.

i 1n
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in any other way from any colonies, except
through the indulgence of the mother coun-
try of thofe colonies. Ireland takes little
from Britain of any kind, that the can get
cheaper elfewhere : fhe takes as it fuits her,
and fhe cannot obje& to Britain the price fhe
pays for Weft-India commodities, = or the
giving the monopoly of her markets to the
produce of the Britith plahf:ations, as 1n re-
turn the has her fhare of the monopoly of
their markets. It would be an-extreme folly
‘in Great Britain to maintain fettlements at
an immenfe expence of public money, and
to confine herfelf to the purchafe of their
produce at an unreafonable price, and to the
private detriment of individual confumers,
and then to put it in the power of another
country to purchafe, with the manufattures
of that country, the produce of fuch fettle-
ments, and to retail them afterwards in the
Britith market. 'The mifchiefs conneted
with that point alone are too obvious to
be infifted on. It is farther to be obferved,
that trade is of fo delicate a nature, that it is
almoft impoffible to conje&ure, how reftraints
either laid on, or taken off, will operate—
that it is prudent to apprehend every evil, of

which
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which there is any probability, however
diftant—to fear the effect of a conceflion, the
whole extent of which it is at leaft difficult
to forefee—and that it is unneceffary to rifk
the confequences of the meafure in queftion.
The maintainers of thefe obje&ions will add,
that Great Britain was greatly benefited by
being the depot of American, Afiatic, and
African produce ; and fhe has reafon to ex-
pe&t, that fhe will {till be fo in a very confide-
rable degree. The mere mercantile gain is
an inconfiderable obje&, when compared
with the various advantages of the exchange
of commodities ; with the value and quan-
tity of induftry, which the above {yftem of
trade diffufes throughout the community ;
with the employment given to an incredible
number of people ; with the various expences
incurred from the time of the arrival, until
the re-exportation of the commodities, in
landing, ftoring, aflorting, re-packing, por-
terage, re-thipping, &c.; but above all, the
increafe of fhipping, and of feamen. The
value of trade is beft afcertained by the quan-
tity of employment and maintenance given
to the induftrious part of the community.
In fhott, it would ke entering into a wide

field,
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field, to emnumerate the various advantages
which centered in this country, in confes
quence of the trade in queftion ; befides the
great object of freight, which is juft as much
a part of commerce as import and export,
It cannot, therefore, be expeéted, that Great
Britain fhould create and eftablifh a dangerous
competition for objeéts of fuch eflential im=
portance to her; and in a country, which
has peculiar advantages, from fituation and
othercircumftances, which the herfelf hasnot.
It is highly proper, that Great Britain thould
encourage the manufaftures and other trade
of Treland : but there is great difference be-
tween fuch condu@ and changing her whole
commercial and colenial fyftem’s encou-
raging the migration of men, capitals, and
trade, with their mercantile knowledge, their
fteadinefs of exertion, their induftry, and
talents for commerce, to produce an unequal
competition againft herfelf. Ireland has her
advantages—Ilet her enjoy them ¢ Great Bri-
tain will readily adopt and promote any mea~
fure; by which fhe can benefit Ireland, with-
out materially injuring herfelf : but fhe cannot
reafonably be expefted to embrace meafures

tending todivert the colonial trade, and to tear
£ from
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from her own merchants, and from her own
people, all the beneficial fecurity of an impor-
tant branch of trade, which fo peculiarly
belongs to her ; of which only fhe has made
any referve or exception ; and on which her
continuing to be the ftaple for colonial and
foreign articles depends, and alfo her naval
ftrength, her population, revenue, and pubs
lic credit : — She has entirely relaxed all na-
vigation and colonial principles in favour of
Ireland, except the point:in queftion. She
communicated every other advantage of im-
port and export of colonial articles to the
fitter kingdom; but wifely abftained from
giving the power of importing them from
Ireland into her own market. She has
given to Ireland the liberty of fupplying
herfelf, and any part of the world that
will admit Irith veflels, with the produce of
the Britith colonies; and it is furely very
unreafonable that the thould not be allowed
the exclufive right of fupplying herfelf with
her own colonial produce. She cannot,
therefore, without being regardlefs of her
eflential 1nterefts, promote ftill farther the
export of colonial articles from Ireland, and
encourage the Irith, or, rather, the Britith

G merchants,
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merchants, who would gradually remove
their capitals, to {peculate largely to her dif=
advantage : and unlefs Great Britain thould:
yield the advantage in queftion, and thereby
furnith a new and near market, it will not
anfwer to Ireland to {peculate confiderably
in articles for which the has not ready and
certain cuftomers.  She will fear a fuper-
fluity ; and inftead of being a dangerous
competitor with Great Britain in the trade
in queftion, fhe will not very fpeedily im-
- port a fufficiency even for her own demand
and confumption. If Ireland could become
the entrepdt, in a confiderable degree, for
Europe, which would naturally happen, 1if
allowed for Great Britain, fhe would get
pofleflion of thofe articles, and thofe advan-
tages, which would fupply capital : — She
would have the capitals and credit of other
countries to. furpafs the mother country ;
and as there would be then no difficulty in
importing into this country from Ireland,
whenever the market fuited, the merchants
of Britain would be encouraged to avail
themfelves of the peculiar fituation of Ire-
land, to carry on the whole of their re-ex-
port trade through that country, and they

would
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would find means of {upplying three fourths,
perhaps, of their cargoes from thence..
They would fix houfes in Ireland, tranfmit
capitals, and, by degrees, migrate thither
themfelves. The tobacco trade would in-
evitably fettle in Ireland. The towns that
have the re-export trade in Great Britain
will loudly complain ; and Glafgow, Liver-
pool, Briftol, &c. will forefee and feel the
approaching lofs of their prefent Iocal and
other advantages. Such are the fpecula=
tions of Ireland in forming the prefent re-
quifitions ! Her obje is to become the mart
in Europe for the trade of America, for
which fthe is fo well fuited by her weftern
fituation, immediately open to the ocean;
and acceffible almoft with every wind; her
veflels often croffing the Atlantic in a thorter
time than the.fhipping of London require
to clear the Channel. In addition, her fhips
can be victualled infinitely cheaper; and
every neceflary of life being low, as well as
public taxes, the general charge of conduét-
ing trade will be proportionably lefs. In
confidering this matter, we thould look for-
ward to the period when Ireland fhall have

(¥ 3 attained
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attained 2 much more ﬁgniﬁcant commercial .

fituation than her prefent, and be able.to = .
trade on as good a footing to the weftern.
world as England. She would, from her
fituation and advantages, {upply Great Bri-
tain with American produce — The gain of
Ireland, by fuch a meafure, can refult only
from the lofs of Great Britain.

Some farther obfervations,:. perhaps, are
worthy the attention of the Britith mer-
chant, the colonial proprietor, and the often-
fible fervants of the Crown. The two firft
claffes, as refpelting themielves ; the latter,
as having a reference to the Public. The
vaft fums that are due from the Colonies to
the merchants of Great Britain, furely
fhould be confidered., That this extenfive
credit was given on the ftrength of laws
now {ubfifting, and which have hitherto
been deemed as part of the colonial confti-
tution.—That any material deviation may
deftroy that confidence which their imme-
diate and exclufive connelion with this
country has infpired, the bafis on which
their credit has hitherto been built, and

i the
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. the beft fecurity to this country for the pay-
~ ment of their debts,

- The planters, or colonial proprietors, thould
alfo be induced to reflect on the confequences
of any innovation, fhould it appear, that, as
Ireland may import many of the articles
which are produced in our colonies from
other countries, {ome of thofe articles may,
through that medium, be clandeftinely in-
troduced into Great Britain, and thereby de-
prive them of the very great advantage they
now derive from the exclufive fupply of this
country. Befides, it may be fuggefted, that
if any regulations take place, which tend to
leflen the fecurity of the creditor, that the
merchants of Britain will immediately call
in their debts, and in future refufe lending
fuch fums as they have heretofore done;
which is fo eflential to the welfare and pro-
{perity of the Colonies, that it is the event
which, of all others, they ought moft ts
dread. So far the intereft of individuals, or
rather of fome particular’ bodies of men
may be affeéted, fhould the import of colo-
nial and foreign articles be allowed into Eng-
land from Ireland,
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In the important article of Revenue, great

- -

confequences alfo are to be expetted ; which,
though interefting to every perfon, applies
more immediately to thofe fervants of the
Crown who have the direction of the public
treafure, and whofe duty it is to find equi-
table and adequate fupplies for the exigencies
of the State. Thefe official fervants of the
public fhould refle&t ferioufly on the confe-
quences which mayaccrue from the enormous
frauds that may be introduced by this means,
to the detriment of {o interefting a branch of
national refource, as the import duties on
tobacco, wines, rum, and many other ar-
ticles. Notwithftanding all the regulations
and reftriéions which can be devifed, it may
in a great meafure countera& thofe ufeful
and beneficial arrangements, which have
lately been made for the prevention of {fmug-
gling ; and which, we are told from the
higheft authority, have fucceeded fo well.
Should {uch an alteration take place, it will
hold out every encouragement for the revival
of that baneful and deftruétive mode of
traffic. As the dutiés on the importation of
moftarticles are much higher in England than
in Ireland, it will induce the fraudulent trader
tG
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to run the rifque of introducing them into
this country, more particularly, as the
proximity of the two iflands, and the num-
ber of ports conftantly open to them, will
afford every convenience they can wifh,
cither as to forming depofits for their goods,
~or the readieft means of bringing them over

hiher.

One other circumftance it may likewife be
neceflary to mention, as being more favou-
rable to the fmugglers than any thing they
have ever yet experienced, namely, the fe-
curity they will derive from an exemption
from feizure, unlefs they happen to be taken
in the act of landing their goods ; which i1s
not very probable, on fo wide and extenfive
a coaft: for in that cafe, their veflels will be
permitted, in_the ports of Ireland, to clear
out for Great Britain, with thofe articles on
board ; and of courfe, being admiffible here,
they will be exempt from feizure on their
whole paflage, as well as on their approach-
ing the coaft, even in the Thames, prote¢ted
by clearances ; and fhould they be fo clofely
- watched at any time as not to have an oppor-
tunity of landing their goods clandeftinely,

or,
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or, in the event of bad weather, being ,
obliged to feek the fhelter of fome Britith
harbour ; in either of thefe cafes they will
remain f{ecure; and can always fave their
veflels and cargoes -by bringing them to an
entry, and paying the duty on thofe parti-
cular goods, fo that; in the event moft un-
favourable to them, they will be off a par
with the fair trader.

The conftruétion of the Navigation laws
now contended for, 1s, perhaps, the only
point in which the interefts of the two
countries feem feparate and diftinét; and if
Ireland did not expet great benefit, fhe
would not fo ftrenuoufly urge the claim j
but this given up, England could not pre-
tend to a competition with her mn time to
come. The matter in queftion indeed {feems
fo felf evident, that no man of the leaft
eommercidl knowledge, who has talents or
abilities to form an accurate idea on the {fub-
je& can hefitate in declaring the meafure 3
flow, perhaps, but certamn poxfon, to the
commerce, manufactures, and populatron of
Great Britain. In fhort, it is not the bufi-
nefs of Great Britain to encourage the mi-

gration
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gration of her merchants and people to fitu-
ations of greater convenience, where all the
articles of trade and manufaftures are {o
completely unburdened. England in half a
century would find herfelf more hurt than
the has been by all her debts and all her
taxes.

The advantage in quettion, is neceffary to
counterbalance the advantages ‘of Treland,
and preferve an requality ' with ther. The
burdens of the country, and, above all, the
taxes on the inland and foreign commerce,
fufficiently counterbalance all local advan-
tages which' arife from the habits, and
the manners of Great Britain. It 1s eflen-
tial, that the capitals and trade of the em-
pire thould DOL. center 1n that part which
does not contribute to the expences of it,
The point in queftion would give to Ire«
land all the advantages of an union, without
her taking upon her; any of the difadvan-
tages. Ireland does not at prefent difpute in
which of the countries the feat of empire
thall be ; but that queftion would be as rea-
fonable, and not of more confequence than
the prefent.  The affe@ation of {aying tha

H it
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it is a point of no confequence, but that it
will quiet Ireland, can’ only miflead the moft
ignorant or the moft thoughtlefs, We do
not in general obferve, that malecontents,
or people diffatisfied with or without reafon,
are apt to be quieted by unfubftantial favours,
Ireland, indeed, has not been {atisfied with
great conceffions, But if it were in truth
a point of no confequence, thofe who urge
it, are endeavouring to deceive the people
of Ireland, and to prevail upon Great Bri-
tain to be acceffary to the deceit. If it
were in truth an unfubftantial favour,
thofe who ftate it as fuch will chearfully
ceceive the refufal of it. It {hould not
even be admitted, that the point remains to
be fettled — It is fettled — It is a fixed prin-
ciple, the moft neceffary to fupport Britain —
It is the foundation on which her profperity
depends. ‘ |

Befides thefe general obje&tipns, Great
Britain has another of no {mall confequence.
In the American and Weft-India trade, the
great difficulty has been, and will be, to
obtain payment for merchandize. The
pringipal que of payment has been, and
ra i o}
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muft be, by the produce of America and the
Hlands, If that produce fhould be admit-
ted into this country through Ireland, much
of it will go there in payment for provifions
of feveral kinds, linen, woollens, and vari-
ous articles of manufactures and cloathing.
By fo much as Ireland fthall take of that pro-
duce to re-export into this country or elfe-
where, to that amount will England lofe
of the beft, and, in fome cafes, only mode
of payment from America and the Iffands ;
and Ireland, inftead of paying England as
heretofore, will fend thofe very articles to
her, by which alone fhe could expe to be
paid by America for merchandize fent there.
Other objettions to the expeétations of Ire-
land in this point will arife in multitudes ;
thefe are glaring and obvious. The depre-
ciation of landed eftates, and the ruin of
ftockholders;, and of public credit, would
be among the certain and inevitable con-
fequences of fuch a conceflion ; and how-
ever ftrong the declaration may appear,
it i1s demonftrable, that an abfolute and
entire {eparation of the two countries would
be lefs pernicious to the interefts of Britain,
If thefe objeftions appeared even lefs folid,

H 2 if
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if they were but doubtful, or poffibly in
fome degree founded on prejudice or jea+
loufy, ftill any Minifter would be hardy
indeed, who fthould overlook them. On
the other hand, it will be falfe patriotifm
to difquiet the two countries on a pbint,
which one 1s not likely to yield, which
the other has no rightful claim to prefs or
mfift on; which is not neeceflary to her,
having already more ways of employing her
capitals and people, and of growing rich,
than fhe or any country now, or ever 1s
likely to avail itfelf of; confidering at the
fame time, that great conceffions have al-
ready been made, and that others are fiill
afked which are more reafonable, and more
likely to be obtained, and not fo prejudicial
to Great Britain.

It is obvious, that the claim in queftion
equally relates to Eaft India goods; and it
has been faid in the Parliament of Ireland,
that as the gives a monopoly of her confump-
tion to the Eaft-India Company, and takes
from her in value to the amount of 350,000l.
yearly, which is more than any other coun-
try, except Great Britain, fhc fhould be fup-

Li plied
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plied in the fame manner, and have equal ad

| vantages. 'The Indiamen fhould have liberty

to land their cargoes in Ireland ; the Compa-
ny thould have warehoufes, and attend their
cuftomers there. The India goods imported
into Ireland, fhould be warehoufed without
duty, with a power of exporting to Britain ;
a fixed number of outward-bound Indiamen
thould vifit Ireland, and there take their
out cargoe, and fuch manufaltures for which
there 1s a demand in Afia, &c. &c. &ec.

The anfwer is, that Ireland has no better
claims on the India Company, than fthe has
on any other company.of merchants in Lon-
don ; that the has Eaft-India commodities as
cheap, or cheaper, from the Company, than
the could have them from any other quarter.
She has no better &aim to be waited on, and
her manufaCtures taken from her door, than
Edinburgh, Glafgow, Liverpool, Briftol,
Quebec, Halifax, &c. The remains of our
Norman dominions have an equal right to the
fame advantages ; and Jerfey and Guernfey
may,equally claim to be waited on, and to
fee India fhips in their ports.  The charges
of the tranfport of India goods to the diftant

parts
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parts of this kingdom, are fully as great as
to the ports of Ireland ; and the confumers

in thofe diftant parts pay heavy duties on
thefe very articles, which go towards the
expences of the empire, confequently towards
the expence of maintaining the India trade,
to which Ireland contributes nothing; for
whatever duties are paid by the confumers
in Ireland, go to the revenue of thatcountry.

Befides the above, the objetions to this
claim are generally the fame as to the
other, for admiffion of colonial or fereign
produce from Ireland : they are not the ob-
je&tions of the Company of Merchants
trading to the Eaft Indies, but the objec-
tions of the people of Great Britain. — The
reftraints are as much againft the Com-
pany as againft Treland ; the Company might
victual her fhips cheaper there, and might
have feveral advantages, by a direct inter=
courfe between her fa@ories and Ireland; but
it would be inconfiftent with the intereft of
England, and nearly in the {fame manner as
already fhewn on the fubject of the other

claim.

The
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- The Great Reciprocal Commercial arrange-
ment between Britain and Ireland, of which
we have heard fo much, confifts, as we have
reafon to believe, of all, or moft, of thefe ex-
peftations on the part of Ireland: how the
reciprocity is likely to arife, does mot ap-
pear; but the American treaty, although
not quite fo ftrong a cafe as this may
prove, is the precedent on which to found
pretenfions. At leaft, thefe are the diffi-
culties ; — the fooner they are determined
the better. Great Britain has to lament at
this day, that fo many great points have been
conceded, without having this material one
properly arranged ; which, undoubtedly, n
the years 1780 and 1782, the might have
fettled in her own way. We have now only
to hope, that minifters will have the wif{dom
to determine this, and every other point,
firmly and decidedly ; fo that Ireland may
fettle to induftry, and that no commercial
queftion may be again permitted to arife be-
tween the countries. Without fuch refo-
lution, any difcuffion of the {fubje@ would be
folly. ‘The whole feems ultimately to reft
on the expediency. The people of Great
Britain think that Ireland is in the habit of

making
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making fuccefsful requifitions,  and that
Great Britain is in the habit of inconfiderate
conceflions. The feeble Adminiftrations of
England, to avoid the mere difficulty of the
day, are fond of expedients. The country
has reafon to be tired of them; it i1s time
the thould fupport herfelf; and there is nog
only more dignity, but policy, in firmnefs,

END OF PART .JI,

The Second Part will foon be publifhed.



