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D E A R  CARLISLE,

X T H A N K  you for your letter, 
and for the motives that induced you to write 
it : I know the warmth and truth o f your 
friendihip lor me ; and feel the lineerity of 
it, when you apprife me of all the calumnies, 
all the atperuons, all the falfe charges and 
infinuations that are levelled againft my de
voted head : but, Handing as I find I do, tingle, 
naked, and unfupported, I tremble not I
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-n3 j-lilSgl'gdi—I fcGLllie.iflaa^ m nfrinn(., 
nefs that, againft whatever part o f my con 

d u a , whether as to meafures or arrangements, 
the attack ,s principally to be levelled, I am

a C< *° Í  ̂  ^  i 1 C%  rn, and pro-
Pnety. A s yet, my dear Carlifle, but one
fide o f the queftion has been heard :-~It has 
b e e n jje a rd g n ly  f l j b u g h f e  m e g m  o i j l f i -  
nuations and fufpicions through that o f ca- 
Jumny and afperfion ; under the maik of pre- 
tended regret, and.#i  f ^ d l y  concern for me 
and my character. Perhaps you yourfelf may 
have received your information, and taken 
jou r opinions £rfiOUJ^vcryperlons who have 
grofsly betrayed, and unfeelingly abandoned 
me ; whofe counfels, maxims, and meafures,
I have been purfuing ; a n d W M S S f ^ u r -  
íhed, I am now given up to every fort o f ob- 

-fiiiefiy, t t f M t M  ^ í^ ace.
3ihv/ oí uo( booubfiî tedi aaviíom Sift ic i bas 
w oÇ °$ ï ef c r M  i t o f c  h©a&}d trfiihc lift 4f
ft}  di^ai^àls yri^^npFtie pHd; diimajjirfltri^n^

^QinRRWB arc/ tha^'fia^é
Æfyis.WQpcii-'ffijl»cfFp<ffc,Fit*' jî e "vit Iis 

*sb \m  boita/of stb icifl êaoilr.imfkù
tobKtít <ob I baft I as gnibneu ,tu i : bead Ll r̂o*
I— : ion air/mou I tb3rtoqquiaa bns jbaisn
ms - £■ A
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3íciÍp59? ^ § K t » » d c n k 9'Jtomrííffiífe, T p fe ^ 'îîi 
li^yà^Çfiâ ^aWlStqswjediia: cerfcviííii dŸgrêfe '<&* 
^a^iîdençc^t, ,b#t; poiFeétly fiibotàiiSdtëf aûH
ifr* n.fefi!fe94W#6Qî éM i might bevià&èidirt ,-¥&

I- nor niy^cl^fiiSerfët 
-ÍÍ^ ’W fe-jyiW#1? 4hfiy ;wer<r. ru i làsü^KJiflî^jt 
« f e  £o give .tjiftm ^hát,. ç&ïHP

'buíincli' wf' ifoeir t&- 
^rfjHvfi [tf̂ -bç çbhduétcd ; tsai ÎViÇeri
.Jjfech.r M  foufldi -1 ^ , beau $têly( iftfródiíceá
ÉoreBris'i 5Í'{fl bas sno) •ílod-v ,í>c. b̂ai 3------3
,b3Í7oqqul sd of íoa lonsqiit n ot rfoBOiqqp r-;ri 

- Jn vour days- th ey  were' c l.íjijg  I

í fm d  then},, njiuhtqrs. Other,o^vètnm enft

i>penç.m.anagcd .upon fu d tà  lvílem ♦ 
mine could not. One o f m y .^ g é is ,- - and 
that a principal one, was to bring back con
sequence ^ d jrd iggityjtorB n gh fh  gofèv‘nrfi«nt, 
■fiL .-^ Í^ re.jthe.caílh i its proper mi ni iters f-Üi 
Jo ha\c ,̂ igngve^- fubordinatd ófficé/- pertbnâ 
§HPfef4 t a manage it as fuch ; and té ïh cw th a t 
|fifl S^em nyjpt,. ds well, in its patronage, as 
r$J ftlrtE1̂  ^attous,' official details, was in  ho 
pther iia îds, but rinimasad Lord M -_:__ n’V;

S x& R P tó i Ifift #feffc .jftfijMs the péiis antf íHÉ 
f  nt -iïlÇ their- u&al-%íariel;' 'v t
)il£3ítx removingÍD



removing them, made compenfation adequate 
to their fervices and pretentions, can never 
appear to me matter of fuch magnitude, as to 
ipread difmay through the Britifh cabinet. In 
this light it is really too ridiculous.— But to 

X take care of them was an a6t not only of pro-
//l priety, but of juitice. The thanks o f one o f
/ / mv Ji-vii- them conveyed in writing, and expreffed in 

perl'onal conference with myfelf, within thefe 
two days, juftify my intention to him. M r. 
C auik-c indeed, whofe tone and ilyle rendered 
his approach to a fuperior not to be fupported, 
rejedts my propofals in his favour, and thinks 
a retreat upon £.1200 a year an inadequate 
recompcnce for the magnitude and importance 
o f his fervices.

I made propofals to the B — fh M------ r for
the removal o f the A — — — y and S---------r
G ------Is : are thefe propofals, and with the
terms and ftipulations on which I fuggeited the 
adoption of them, among the caufes that has 
fpread this confternation ? M r. P— —  and the 
D  n-fc-e  of P m'Hftiid know perfectly well, that 
the men whom I found poffeffed of thefe minif- 
terial officesj were not the men in whom I

meant
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meant to confide, in the arduous meafures I 
had to undertake. W as I then to have two 
fets o f men, one poiTeifing confidence without 
office, the other office without confidence ?
T h e abfurdity muit ilrikc you and every body ; 
and the delay o f perfecting in England, the 
arrangements I propoled, in order to avoid the
abfurdity, cxpoled Lord M ------ n to a fituation
perfectly awkward, and which might have been 
highly embarraffing. But Í can take my 
ground on the fa il itfelf, independent o f every 
other confideration : without meaning to depre
ciate the character o f thofe gentlemen flill in 
thole offices, with refpeét to their profeffional 
merits, indifputably they were not men o f 
parliamentary abilities : and you know it is 
principally upon the perfons in thofe of- 

• iices that G f relics both for the 
defence and the diiplay o f their meafures.
I  had a right, therefore, to look for par- ,
liamentary abilities in the perfons who 
filled thofe offices, and were to fit upon the '
T S ^ r y  B----- cli ; in them I did not find x * )
that qualification ; in M r. P----- y I found it ftru
in an eminent degree, his appointment the '
1)— — o f P ------d at all times conlxdercd as a

thing
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sáft Yiàs tihân{fhaa#iohi^m
^^ySvàîfftgn#àdihim§x;lSS thaJb f̂iwrbitrtiicïi fcsrf 
^M dR^fe:Pf^^riy "jqdâliËe^^asi xyeHaib̂ o feigft 
P F w w l e d g ^ a i à f c  tafcótâ  sriî bpüftp

írfftqiJGijcs* 1 aâacji ôta^iif th’ei so nltyT 
° ^ ^ Î Y ^ ]n^jhÇtf^ là r j^ i^ ià o  œ^'fiücntialljr;^ 
aij.ql qiîgnfilÿy 4. tha£ • Lhfr tibpuk  ̂ dajàb, .was a$.i 
IWfiifei!fe fi-.-—r» ? -44»td!6 Jwtonmçndârio'ttjc
ah ^ . i ^ f i Iï Œ ^ f e l v 1J£)âfc Had natib^éii-Tœqq 

U¥soï}— r -  . of P -̂HÎid-; define méltpd 
for • hirw.te Ëfiglaiîdj..íofóQníult npdn:fche3 

arrangementtîjncl^plan,f of, rpy(Jfitrnfrritiîjj whÿo

dM ÎMf-itërrTfrti^diçjèilÎii» MjiftasK&Mionaa 
Upon w#Ô7^gî%aiee}ejtSqii<? iaâwfpreaï?. > Üraii 
°RÎy 9fej e v l  rftver [ Jemqôibcred ;Mc/n
f i ;  ■•■ to. have-fuggefted,: Nïaa/iibat(phB:.'«âflied'j 
him ;be Sy^tdtrGM*—IsotpjOEdfer jidiatq
]ien»mtg^t tfgtr jump, at-~oncê> ruta tiic.t

" °fj -̂ -~r". .1 : > y ., Qrrfa -sr» -1, j  
but rife, bv 4i, regular gradation {î n t J  never I

° m v coM '*ff&  ift i^ isn P ^ ÎR Q fi b^çftufeoïlii
* W # r‘ PT“ô r i Æ ^ aà iâ lw( ^ r f e i4joi-fta<s^ft

Hfeto &P B n
hç. had ^ n j t h e r j ^ r f ^ i ^ j v i p ^ ^ r . ^ ^ ^ j

G^ H T ïn k i? m c a ÿ ni i i ^ ,5S f  
W l S i ®  îÿ g a e a a
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ment— the only one to which they were pledg
ed. The great queftion then was, to make an 
■eaiy and honorable retreat for the perfon who
actually poiTeiTed the office of A ----- y G ------ 1 :
that retreat was fecured to him in the fall 
meaning and intent of theie expreifions ; unleis 
it can be iaid, that a revcrfion for liimfclf and 
*his fon of £.2300 per annum, (and that daily 
augmenting) a peerage for his family, and an 
aflurance on my part, that although removed 
from the immediate pretentions o f his office, 
he ilill remained the pcrfon in my contempla
tion to fill the firit vacancy of a Chief’s feat 
on the Bench, was not an eafy and honorable 
retreat, “  but a puniihmcnt for fins not com- 
<<mittcd a gain ft m y  aiiaiinittn.”

W ith  refpedl to the S----- r G ----- 1 : confi-
xlering his pretentions, I conceive, that, had 
my propofals been carricd into effeót, I fhould 
îiave done equally well by him. The world 
thinks fo, and judging from his manner to
wards Lord M . and me, 1 have every reafon to 
tielieve that he joins in the common opinion.

(  9  )
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And now for the grand queftion about M r, 
E irtsjor. d. In a letter of mine to M r. P— t on 
this fubject, I reminded him of a converfation, 
in which I had expreffed to him (in anfwer to 
the queiiion put to him by me) my apprehen- 
fions, that it would be neceffary to remove that 
gentleman, and that he did not offer the ilight- 
eil objection, or fay a lingle word in favour o f 
M r. B » » yii" d. This alone would have made 
me fuppofe, that I fhould be exempt from every 
imputation of breach of agreement, if  I de
termined to remove him ; but when, on my 
arrival here, 1 found all thofe apprehenfions of 
his dangerous power, which Mr. P— rt admits 
I had often reprefented to him, were fully juili- 
fied ; when he was filling a fituation greater
than that of the J>i-d L ------------ 1, and when
I clearly faw, that if I had conneélcd myfelf 
with him, it would have been connecting my
felf with a perfon under univerfal heavy fufpi- 
cions, and fubjeóting my government to all 
the opprobrium and unpopularity attendant
upon his mal-ad------------ n. W hat was then to
be my choice— what the deciíion I had to 
form? I could not liefitate a moment:— 1 de
cided at once, not to cloud the dawn of my

ii-------------n

1
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a - ..........n, by leaving in fuch power and atlJ
thority, fo much imputed malverfation : but in 
doing this, I determined, while I meant to cur
tail him o f his power, and to fhew to the nation 
that he did not belong to my a —— ■— n, to let 
him remain in point o f income, as well, to 
the full, as he had ever been; I did not touch, 
and he knew I had determined not to touch* 
a hair o f the head of any one o f his family 
or friends ; and they arc ftill left in the full 
enjoyment o f more emolument than ever was 
accumulated in any country upon any one 
family. T o  the odium o f doing fo I fubmittedj 
rather than incur the rifque o f dilplcafing my 
colleagues, by infringing the emolument of a 
perfon profeifing great attachment to them ; 
though indeed, at the fame time, I had no flight 
ground o f doubting the lincerity o f thofe pro- 
feffions. This, then, is the lift o f my difmif- 
fions ; by thefe I have punifhed fins not com
mitted againft me ; and by thefe I have drawn 
down upon my head the cenfure of my Sove
reign, even at the rifque o f the peace of this 
kingdom, and have deierved to be abandoned 
by thofe, in whom I moft trufted, and to whofe 
fuppoit I had every right that the moil fincere

B z affedUon



a ftedtion, the moit implicit confidence, unbound
ed reliance, and invariable attachment could 
give, to depend on. But one more ihort word 
on this part of the fubjcCt— the difmiflals. 
W hen were thofe difmiflals made, and 
when announced to the B— ih Cabinet?_Be
fore the meeting of Parliament. W hen did 
their criminality, and the enormity o f their 
offence, firft commence ?— It was when, under 
the credit of my a------------ n, perhaps de
rived from thole very caufes, the Parliament 
had fubmitted to unparalleled burdens, not 
folely for the purpofe o f providing for the in
ternal fecurity of this kingdom, by the moft 
ample and formidable military efiablifhments, 
but likewife by lending its affiflance to the 
empire at large, in the hour o f its greateil 
difirefs, by aids great and munificent beyond 
all example ; then commenced the breach of 
all faith and agreement on my part;— then, 
and not till then, did thefe difmilials affume the 
charaóler. o f “  heinous unpardonable crimina
lity then did my a--------------- n become
mifcliievous and ruinous to this kingdom, dan
gerous to his M ajeity’s fervice, and fubverfive

o f
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o f the fuprcmacy o f Englilh government in 
Irefand.

But it appears that not only my arrange
ments, but my meafures allb, have created the 
moil liniverfal furpnfe and difmay. “  Perlons, 
“  it feems, the moil connected with me, have

precipitately opened meafures, which can- 
“  not be contemplated without terror j” and all 
this I have permitted to be done, “  before I had 
“  time to judge with my own underftanding.” 
Am  I then, that light, weak, and cafy man, that 
in matters o f the liigheil import to the fer- 
vice, with which I have been entruíted, I ihould 
have abandoned my judgment, and committed 
my decifions to others, without confulting my 
own underftanding ? I f  lb,, it were much to be 
wiihed that the dilcovcry had been made be
fore laft July ;— before I had been compelled 
by inceflant folicitations, and the moll urgent 
importunities, to undertake the arduous talk 
for which I and mine have relinquiihed all our 
comforts. Egregioufly mull you have been 
milled, my dear Carlifle, if  fuch has been 
the light in which my proceedings on the 
Catholic queftion have been reprefented to you ;

4 my

( '  ! 3  )  '



( U  )

my correfpondence with the Secretary of S— e 
for this department will give you very differ
ent impreffions; and, as my friend, I deiire 
you will apply to fee it. I will not enter with 
}rou into the policy of this great queftion, as I 
have referred you to a correipondence, where,
I trult, you will find the reafons on which I 
grounded the meafures which I propofed to be 
adopted in the progrefs of it. The chief caufe 
o f dilcontent with me on this head, you re- 
prefent to be— the precipitancy with which 
thofe meafures were opened ; and to that I 
fhall confine myfelf in anfwer to it.

Y ou  will recollect that the meafure of eman
cipation to the Catholics was originally the
meafure of M r. P— t, and the W ------------ d
adminiftration. The moil ilrenuous and zeal
ous friends o f my predeceffor claimed the cre
dit o f it for their patron, in terms of the 
higheft compliment : They did it in the Houfe
o f C----- s ; they did it in the Houfe o f
L — ds la il night. The perfons whom Lord
W -----------d then principally confulted, op-
pofed it ; but the open interference of Lord
H ----- 1, and the avowed determination of the

Britiih



Britiíh Cabinet, communicated as well to the 
Catholic agents on the fpot, as through the 
medium o f confidential pcribns fent over to 
England for that purpofe, bore down their op- 
poiition. The declarations both o f Mr. P — t
and M r. D ------------ on the occafion, are well
known in this country, and are often ouoted • 

They would not rifque a rebellion in Ire- 
« land on fucli a queilion.” But what they
would not rifque under Lord W _______ ^’s

admimflration, they are not afraid to rifque 
under mine, when the jealouiÿ and alarm, 
which certainly at the fe lt period, pervaded 
the minds of the Proteftant body, exift no 
longer ; when not one Proteftant corporation, 
icarcely an individual, has come forward to 
deprecate and oppofe tlie indulgence claimed 
by the higher orders o f Catholics ; when even 
fome o f thofe who were moil alarmed in 1793, 
and were then the moil violent oppofers, de
clare the indulgences now alked, to be only 
the neceilary confequences o f thofe granted at 
that time, and pofitively eifcntial to lecure the 
well-being o f the two countries,

(  * 5  )



But after all, w hy did not M r. P — t warn me 
o f thofe horrid confequences, previous to my 
departure for Ireland, if he really felt them ? 
W h y  was the fubjeft left open for my judgment 
and difcretion ? It was becaufe he him felf ap
proved the principle, and he knew that I would 
not have undertaken the miffion, unlels I had 
been left fo unreftrained. H ow  then ilands 
the queftion ? Doubtlefs if  I had not found on 

my arrival, that the fubjedt was in a&ual agi
tation, and that there was a certainty o f its 
being brought immediately forward before Par
liament, 1 ihould not at this critical moment 
have ftirred it. There was a poffibility that it 
m ight provoke fome Proteflant difcontcnt, and 

this I conceived to be a circumftance that ought 
moft cautioufly to be avoided, provided the 
confiderations, that had been difcuffed between 
m y colleagues and me in England, did not 

appear to me to outweigh it.
4. /

T h e  points then to be confidercd are thefe : 

I f  the general principle o f conceding to the 
Catholics was only taken up by me on my 
arrival here, without previous agreement on 

the part o f the B — ih M iniilers, and without

( i6 )



ffiy having reafon to cxpccft their fubfequent 
concurrence :— if the only point referred for
coniideration was----the time and manner ot
bringing forward the meafure, and if it was 
not implicitly left to my dilcretion to judge of 
that manner and time : it I did not take every 
proper precaution to exercife that difcretion, 
and to obtain information by every means 
within my reach :— if  I yielded to the nccefiity 
o f giving way to the meafure, before I had 
thoroughly examined the practicability and 
policy o f putting it o ff :— if thefe things are 
fo, then I ftand convicted :— then I muft be 
content to have laid at my door the ferment 
and diítraétion which reiifiance to the Catho
lic pretentions and my recal from the G o 
vernment have raifed.— But i f  the converfc o f 
this be true, then the verdi i t  muit be given in 
my favor ; and to the events that may here
after confirm that verdiít, I too look forward 
with as much terror and difmay as you or any 
perfon whatever ;— perhaps with more, becaule 
I am at hand to fee how great and imminent 
the danger is :— but perhaps it will be better 
to ilate the tranfaétion. 1 arrived here with 
the «-commendations o f the B---- fh Cabinet,

C and
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and the point committed by them to my de- 
cifion, ftrongly impreiïcd upon my mind ; 
î  had converfations with moil refpeétable por
tons upon this important fubjedt, and at firít I 
entertained hopes that the queftion might lie 
dormant for the prefent feffion, as my firil let
ters will evince ; but a few days ihewed me, 
that thefe hopes would prove nugatory. I 
found that the matter was already on foot, 
and I have the bett grounds for believing that
on the day o f the D — o f P....... ’s killing hands,
it was determined to bring it forward this 
feiTion. A ll the old friends with whom he had
ailed, whefi he was* here as Lord L ____ t,
and whom it was concluded he would again 
call to his councils, or* taking to himfelf the 
government, o f which there was at that time 
a general expectation, were known, from theif 
public, declarations, and from their proceedings 

■ in parliament, to intend a full and complete 
émancipation; his own opinions were univer- 
fally believed to coincide with his Irifh friends ; 
as, to my knowledge, they certainly did.—  
Immediately meafures were therefore taken by 
the Catholics, preparatory to the expeited
change o f a-.......... ......n here ; and by the

time
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time o f my arrival, the petitions which have 
been fince laid before the Houfe of Commons, 
were in complete readinefs. W hen I had fully 
fatisfied mylelf by every information that I 
could gain, that this was the real ftate of 
the affair ; and when I found that any at
tempt o f mine to flop it for the preieiit* 
would be ufelcfs ; it gave me great fatis- 
facKon to find that the buiinefs had been put 
into the hands o f my friend M r. Grattan, by 
the Catholics, as it gave me an opportunity of 
knowing every thing that was intended, and
o f confulting upon it with the C---- -t in
London, previous to its being publicly 
known. W hen once the Catholics had poli- 
tively decided to bring forward this queiiion, 
even if  I had not had previous confultation 
with my colleagues on the buiinefs, under iuch 
circumftanccs I fhould have thought it righto n
and expedient to gain credit and firength 
to the adminiflration. by yielding to the gene
ral with ; but the fa£t is, that while I was fol
lowing my own opinions and inclinations, I 
was following their directions ; and I ftriCtly 
complied with them ; when finding that the 
general diipofition was not to be refilled, I

C  % refolved
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refolvcd to give the meafure a handfome and 
cordial fupport on the part of government. The 
happy effects o f this determination I fully ex
perienced. You have been told, I perceive, 
that the bill was brought in precipitately : this 
is not the fadt. Leave to bring in the bill has

*7ertainly been moved for by Mr. G -----n, but
not a line o f the bill itfelf ever produced. 
There appeared a riling impatience among the 
Catholics after the delivery of their petitions, 
which made me apprehend that the meafure 
might be transferred from the hands of Mr.
G ----- n to thofe of another, with whom I
might have no connexion, and confequently 
over whom I could have no hopes of controul, 
or to have communication, however much I 
might wifh it. There was no want of candi
dates for this honor; there were enough greedy 
to feize upon it. I therefore deiired M r. G. 
to take poffeffion of the buiinefs, that I 
might be fure of myfelf having controul over 
the management o f the bill. By this means 
the plan and extent of the meafure is now
known only to the B— fh C----- 1, to whom
I have fubmitted it ; and it remains a profound 
ffcrct to every Roman Catholic, and to every

Proteftant,
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jProteítant, cxcept to the very few of the latter 
defcription, to whom I have thought proper 
to confide it. Oi thefe the Primate was the 
firft; and Minifters arc already poiTeiTed o f 
his opinions on the fubjedt : they arc equally 
in pofleííion o f every information rcfpedling 
men’s minds and tempers, which I am 
able to g ive: with refpeft to the merits
ot the cafe, abfiraeted from the local cir- 
cumilances, furely it would be preem ption 
in me to pretend to di&ate to them ; I have 
rcprefented clearly and diftindtly my own opi
nions, but they are capable o f deciding and 
judging for themfelves : in the way I have 
managed they have an opportunity o f doing it 
before the bill is introduced ; fo that i f  they 
do not agree with M r. Grattan’s, (in which I 
heartily concur) and i f  they do not come up 
to the extent claimed and expedted by the Ca
tholics, they have had time previous to the in
troduction o f the bill, to fuggeit any expedients, 
modifications, or limitations, they may think 
proper to introduce : thus by my management,
ÍÍ------- •— t w ill do this without incurring the
odium o f narrowing an original propofi- 
rion, and defeating hppes once realized»

Thus,
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Thus, then, I made myfelf mafter, as well of 
the time of bringing the meafure forward, as 
for coniulting on the points to be conceded : 

for, as to reiiiling altogether, I ihould have 
belied my own convidtion, and betrayed my 
iituation, if  I did not rcprefent, as I have 
repeatedly done, that it would not only defeat 
every hope I had formed for the general fecu- 
rity and defence o f the country, but be at
tended with a certainty of the moil alarming 
and fatal confequences. O f this, as I have 
already obferved to you, every day prefented 
me with additional; indifputable proofs. The 
alarm that has been univerfally fpread by the 
rumour of the meafures being to be refitted, 
the language o f every perfon with whom I 
converfe, even of the boklcii of its former 
pppofers, the Refolutions and Addreffcs from 
the City, echoed already from the Cities o f 
Cork, Londonderry, and the County of K il
dare ; and actually adopted through every 
part o f the kingdom, the debates of theie 
Jail days in the Houfe of C —— s ; all thcfe 
mull; prove to you that my reprefentations 
were at leaft nothing fhort of the truth. I 
truft that the evil genius of England will not

fo
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fo far infatuate its miniiîers, as to induce them 
ío wait for more decifive corroborations o f the 
faithfolncfs and honefty with which I have 
warned them o f the danger of periifting in 
their fatal change o f opinion on this momentous 
qucftion * I truft they will perceive, before it 
be too late, that the measures which I thought 
it my duty to fuggeit, are the only m eafura 
that can fecure the good undemanding be
tween the two countries ; which, as you may 
obferve, it was our plan to obtain by the beÆ 
means we could ; and without which, the moft 
lcrious calamities may arife to both nations.—  
T h e profpect o f  having this plan defeated 
may, and will plunge you, and every well- 
wiflier to his country, in that « afffiftioft and 
“  coufternation in which,” you fay, « you arc 

“  loll. But let thoib be anfwerable, to whofc 
counfels alone that misfortune muit be attri
buted to thofe who, though raihly and pre- 
cipitately taking their opinions from fecret, 
unavowed, infidious informations, and in di
rect and open contempt o f  the official commu
nications ot the perfon intruded by his M ajefly 
with the government o f this kingdom, in th* 
very midft o f a critical feffion o f p— -_____ t,



and while the meafures were yet pending, 
which were to provide for the fafety, and, 
perhaps, for the very cxiltence of the country, 
formed the defperate refolution to change the 
whole of their fyftem, on a queftion which* 
they knew and admit, would involve in its 
decifion— that fafety and that exiftence ; and 
then, while in fa& the whole proceeding is to
be traced to the M ------, who, impofing on
his colleagues, riiks all, rather than not ex
tend his protection to thofe whom he confi- 
ders as his exelufive friends, fci'een themfelves 
by endeavouring to throw on me the cenfure 
of having “  changed the decided points on 
«* which I had taken my deciiion to embark, 
4C and of having been hurried into the adop- 
“  tion of meafures here, which could not have 
“  had the previous approbation of IVL "S 
« in England, or lubfequently obtained tneir 
“ concurrence.” You  have already feen how 
falfe and how groundlefs that accufation is 
with refpea to the Catholic queftion. It is 
equally fo in every other rcfpect. 1  he mea-
furc of arranging the T ----- y Bench, the
bars outline, or rather the principle, of which
has been ftated in the Houfe, preparatory to

its
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its introduction, was fully agreed on between
Sir J— n P----- '1 and Mr. P— . Nothing was
left unfettled but the detail, and this would 
have been fubmitted to the Britifh Cabinet, as 
the detail o f the Catholic buiinefs has been 
fubmitted to them, previous to its difcuffion 
in the Houfe. Thefe are the only meafures I 
have attempted in Parliament, except the fup- 
plies, and the defence o f the country. Are 
thefe the meafures on which I am to be ac- 
cufed ? Am  I to expeCl to be arraigned, from a 
general opinion— that I had not obtained the 
previous concurrence of Minifters ? when on 
the faith o f my Government, the reputations 
o f the perfons whom I had called to my coun
cils, and principally becaule I was known to 
ftand unconnected with thofe for whom my 
Government is now fubverted ; the Houfe of 
Commons of Ireland had unanimouil-y granted 
me the largeil fupplies that have ever been de
manded. W hen I had procured an army, in
finitely fuperior in numbers to whatever had 
been voted before in this kingdom— when I 
laid a foundation for increafing the ettablifhed 
force of the country, and procured a vote of 
twcv hundred thoufand pounds towards the

D  general



general defence o f the empire ; will my 
friends inquire why, in all the correfpon- 
dence of the Britifh Miniftry, I have never re
ceived a line to exprefs the leaft fatisfaCtion, 
the leaft approbation o f thefe my fuccefsful 
exertions in his M ajefty’s fervice ? W hy, to 
the eve of my recal, they never deigned 
even to notice, or to give a word of anfwer, 
while Í repeatedly called for inftruâions how 
I fhould proceed, in giving thefe meafures their 
beft e ffcit towards the general fervice ? and 
why, at the very moment when I was going 
on with the united confidence and fupport of 
Parliament and People, in rapidly promot
ing internal tranquillity, and fuccefsfully pro
viding for foreign defence, the Miniftry of 
.England, inftead o f co-operating with my 
zeal, or forwarding my intentions, were 
through one channel caviling with me on petty 
arrangements, and the jobs o f intriguing in
dividuals; and through another (the channel 
of my friends) abandoning and betraying 
nie ?

You cxprefs an earneft with that I may yet 
fcc able to refide : 1 certainly cannot. But I am

certainly
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certainly prepared to meet, confute, and retort 
that criminating opinion, however general you 
may reprefent it to be on your fide of the water, 
that I and my advifers have been haity and pre
cipitate. There is indeed another opinion, 
which you fay is equally general, that I lhall 
be moil anxious to confirm. W hatever it may 
coft my feelings, I fhall not forget the duty I owe 
to his M ajeily, or negleél the trull he has been 
gracioufly pleafed to repofe in me : a fenfe ot 
my own honor, and what I owe to myfelf, w ill 
unite with whatever my country has a right to 
expeil from me. In impofing upon me this
talk, I lhall omit no “  perfonal lacrifice that
“  may tend to the eafe of his M ajeily’s govern- 
“  ment, or the advancement of his fcrvice,”  
as far as depends on my influence during the
lhort period o f my retaining the authority
with which he fo lately condcfcended to inveft 
me. If in the hands of thófe, to whom I have 
been directed to tranfmit that authority, his 
M ajeily’s government lhall feel embarrafl'ments 
that may affe6t the general adminillration, I 
have the unanimous tellimony of both his 
Houles of P -------- 1 here, I have their una
nimous proceedings to prove, that no luch 

a embar-

( A7 )



embarrafímcnts exiíled in my days, and that 
I had no fuch to fear.

I had refolved never to enter in the moft 
dijftant degree on any defence of my conduct , 
until I ihould be admitted into his Majefty’s 
clofet, where alone I lbould deign to anfwer 
the unjuit charges that are urged againft me. 
T h e dclire of fatisfying a friend, who, I know, 
is intereited in my reputation and happinefs, 
has imperceptibly led me into this rapid iketch 
6f all my proceedings, iince my arrival here ; 
as I have done it, I not only have no objection 
but I even wifh, that you will fhew it to as 
many perfons as you fhall think proper.
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