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FREEMEN or IRELAND.

GENTLEMEN,

| A REPORT having gone abroad
that I fhould have been propofed as a
Candidate for my native City of Dublin,
by a moft" popular chara&er, had not
the worthy Alderman folemnly promif-
ed’ to ratify the Teft approved of by
himfelf in Convention, I think it even
due to the idea of fo flattering a diftinc-
tion, thus publickly to announce my

political creed, whofe enforcement in
O A the
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the fenate hed been the invariable pride
of my life. Dire@ed folely, Gentlemen,
by an imagination a&tuated by a warm
and perhaps koneft heart, I glory in the
creation of my civil faith, equally un-
biafled by imperfeQ precedent as infen-
fible to the cold cavils of criticifm, from
whofe impotent martyrdom the refolu-
tion of confcious integrity flies with
difguft. -

THiNK not, Gentlemeny that Britain,
{iripped of her tyrannic powers, intends
now calmly yielding us a fair difcuffion
and unimpeded refolution in public af-
fairs; the occult and more dangerous
refinement. of, bribery” and cajolement
may, p‘erha;ﬁs,‘footh her pride for the
compelled dercliGtion of mortified ambi-
tion : _the. places, pofls,-and penfions of
this- Kingdom, wiclded in an Englifh
cabinet by an Ezug/i/k minifter 1-—the nu-
merous /eads of departments replete here
with Britons!—hereditary vores and rank
in. the ftate daily difpenfed to infulting
firangers ! — that fimpering - confidence

: with
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with which thofe alien minions of a
Viceroy, ex officio, quarter themfelves in
our court on every political {quabble of
our fifter ifle /——Thefe are mortifying
clogs on our boafted freedom ; thefe are
badges of former {lavery—unconftituti-
onal exertions of prerogative which mu/?
be deprecated ! Mortifying filial diftinc-
tions, foreign from the parental juftice
of our now common fovereign. ‘The
infignificancy with which “the firft peo-
ple of this realm are’daily treated in
Britain (a few courtiors excepted) com-
pared with the hofpitable, nay adulatory,
reception fhewn here to their mereift in-
dividuals, thould remind us, that proper
exertions of and attention to public dig-
nity infure refpe& abroad to every con-
ftituent of the flate. An antient king-
dom (whofe conne@ion with Britain
gave her Monarch decided precedence at
the Council of Conftance) fufpends her
claim“to the title, if having regained the
folid effence, the defers fecuring the bril-
bant appendages of Empire. Will im-
partial reafon affert that Irifhmen are

A 2 not
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not competent, from every principle of
genius and loyalty, to fill /n general, or
perhaps exclufively, the principal, cleri-
cal, legal, and military pofts of their 7a-
trve country ?—Will the moft complacent
tenant of the Treafury-bench prove, by
the magic of cunning quibble, the expe-

diency of the influx of Britith woollens,

while our manufa@urers are ftarving in.
the fireets? Here, Gentlemen, I feel

with mortification, I am.not a {enator.

At the laft Exchange Meeting the fitua-

tion of thofe diftrefled men was fo fatally
proved, fo pathetically exprefled, by a

merchant, whefe fentiments and feelings
ftamp him a Citizen of the World, that

the very eyes.of the audience bore wit-

nefs to their tender fympathy. Warmed

with the thought [ had haftened to the

Houfe with a motion inftantly formed on

the.moft abfolutely expedieney, that an

embargo for at leaft a year fhould be laid

om all woollens from whatever country

the caufe had infpired ; the Houfe could

uot have refifted thofe warm appeals to

their compaflion, their pride, their pa-

trioti{m,
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triotifm, their ultimate advantage, with
which the cafe of famithed fellow-{ub-
jects had {o forcibly infpired me. When
death ftares us in the fireets, are lenitives,
atre cautious proceedings to be adopted ?
Our poor are ftigmatized with idlenefs
and profligacy : I appeal warmly to the
‘heart of fenfibility, as here tenderly in-
terefted, fhould not the ftigma in part
revert on our legiflature, that, from un-
feeling temporifing caution, can for a
moment fufpend that almoft heavenly
power in their hands of inftantly corre&@-
ing the morals, the occupations, thegarbs,
the very countenances of our opprefied
commonalty. . Whoever afferts that this
fudden influx of certain employment
might be attended with combinations and
wanton idlenefs, pays an equal bad com-
pliment to" the prudence of patriotifm,
as to the gratitude of Irithmen :—The
forefight “that gives work to thoufands
will guard, by proper refolutions, againft
exorbitancies, may, perhaps, fuggeft the
idea of truftees of the woollen-board.—

The Manufa&urers of the North are nu-
merous,
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merous, and naturally ambitious of gain,
but, owing to the caution of truftecs,
infurreCionsor combinationsare unheard
of, and injuftice in work, meafure, or
material rarely even infpe&ed, from{uf-
picion by the foreign merchant. . Men
fure of employment acquire from induf-
trious opportunity confequence, charac-
ter, and permanency in the flate ;—de-
{pair, from uncertain or penurious la-
bour, is the parent of floth, ebriety, and
emigration. In thisunfavoured ifle the
Draper and ManufaQurer hold no con-
nedtion, independent of {uperior executi-
on, the long credit arifing from Britifh
wealth gives their fales a decided advan-
tage. Shall we then pity or defpife our
opprefled infant firuggles? The Com-
mons Journals, thofe records of our long
and unaccountable {fubmiffion, confirm
us in'tne expedieney of a more 'equal and
efficient reprefentation. Men frequently
refponfible to and f{crutinized by the

people had not thus abufed their dele-
gated charge—had not facrificad “their

intereft to any earthly power—had not’

ventured

I ——
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ventured to whifper a motion inimical to
their political creators !

I crory in having warmly exerted
myfelf in the fi7/# County Meeting for a
crvr/ petition.  Will the legiflature now
doubt or cavil at the conftitutional fenfe
‘of the people ? The weak tortured argu-
ment of apprehending the faviours of their
country, avails no more;—their garb is
now unqueftionable. ‘That the proprie-
tors of flavith boroughs, independent of
the commonalty or minorsty of free cho-
fen members, fhould prefume to vote
away the fubflance of unconfulted mil-
lions, 1s a folecifm in politics—a mortify-
ing contradiction in the terms and effence
of our government—a fatire on the elec-
tionsof countiesand conftitutional towns:
—That property influences ele@ions I al-
low ; the fhires prove it :—That patri-
otifm influences property I deny, and ap-
peal to the boroughs : the firft is a can-
did open patronage, fubje@ to the dif-
cuffion of thoufands, and recommended
with even cautionary refpec to depend-
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ent freemen, who would fpurn the object
of repeated political tranfgreflion ;—the
latter, a dark prefumptuous mandate of
ariftocracy originated in the ignorant in-
fancy of fiate, qualifying perhaps a-dozen
dependents, to eleé perhaps repeated du-
plicates of minifterial corruption, or af-
fumed patrioti{m, as beft fuits the inte-
reft of their capricious lord. Thus are
the Commons wsneonneéfed with the peo-
ple L——The lower orders of mankind
fhould be refpeed from felfith policy ;
the fatal diffipation of the age will more
prebably debafe theaffluent ; the imme-
diate defcendant of our proudeft charac-
ter may cafually relapfe into the mafs of
the people; a liberal citizen perfonates
in imagination every gradation of the
ftate, and ardently wifhes that no fla-
tion, however low and humble, if ho-
“neft, thould be reduced from difemploy-
ment to penury, and the wretched inabi-
lity’ to flem the temporary rigour of di-
vine calamity. Would men delegated
by the people, and proud to echo the
{enfeof their conftituents (their interefted

creators)
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ereators) have reprobated, as recently in-
ftanced, that excellent motion of my
fear relation refpecting Abfentees ; that
very motion, fo complacently attended
to when made by a Secretary, is it a re-
gard to the country that aQuates the
Houfe? No, it 'is the machinations of
intereft and party—a thoufand dark evo-
lutions that daily fufpend the great ob-
vious queftions of expediency. Were
miltlions to be annually {pent in wanton-
nefs out of Britain by her ungrateful
fons;—would her eflicient legiflature ne-
gle&t ftigmatizing fuch an outrage on
fociety, temporary meafures had been
fecouted, and the enormity inftantly rec-
tified. Let us affume private feelings
in public confiderations ; from our- in-
fancy we learn, claflically, to lifp the
fame of Greek and Roman virtue : Shall
their chafte language polith our ftyle
and imagination, and their fentiments
not corre@ our hearts? Shall we, af-
ter ages of various and inftructive hif-

tory fubmitted to us with fuch recent
ey cautionary



[ e}

cautionary additions, not profit by admoni-

tion ! Settling our reprefentation, tolera-

tion, and other great objedts on ‘that
liberil ground of philanthropy—that na~
tions of all fe&s thall concur in the efta-
blithmentand prefervation of our Utopian
flate ; DBritain this moment awfully in-
ftances the fatal effeits of.infatiate mo-
nopoly in commerce, raiféd to miracu-
lous wealth and power om the broad,
though doubtful bafis of mniverfal trade;,
and loaded by a debt, like her affiuence,
not temporary, the vainly hoped at this
enlightened hour to. preferve that com-
mercial univerfality, fo neceflary to her
pride and diftrefles, {o intolerable and
defirutive to the exiftence and charac-
ter of other nations: Ireland and Ame-
rica have removed the film; the Eaft

muft be, refpected ; other nations com-
mence 10 feel the {weets of internal oc-
cupation, rivalling Britain in her ftaple
exports, Let us, my - Friends, by the
excellence and cheapnefs of our work,
effeCtually rival competition in public

markets :




markets : Monopolies and mutual con-
ventions are uncertain meafures, liable
daily to be infringed if injurious to cither
party.—Let us ultimately rely on inters
nal refource and material induflry, not
vainly intangling ourfelves to command
or fecure uncertain dependencies and
connetions. The Britith debt incurred
in confequence of America’s pofleffion
and lofs evinces this.

Tae cafe of Abfentees, Gentlemen,
has been fo liberally difcufled in an ex-
cellent letter, by~another relation, that
my obfervations may {eem prefumptuous.
Of all ftigmasion patrioti{m, this is the
moft infulting... Shall thefe lordly pro-
prietors prefume to draw the laft mite
from the leathern purfe of flighted po-
verty, to be'idly ingulfed in London dif-
fipation?—Shall fuch a violent flop of
circulation; deemed murder in the natu-
ral body,aflume amore lenient appellation
in_thes political one ? 'FThey thould be
aﬂf@ﬂcd, as in former davs, to refide

] ' B 2 or
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or refign. 'The people thus fubjetted ta
the caprice of agents—to the mortifying
gradations of intermediate lordlings, will
eternally fupply the Britifh theatre, the
liberality of Britith humour, with hete-
rogeneous charalters of native wildnefs,
extravagance, and uncouthnefs: a fmart
tax on thefe worthy patriots might in-
duce them to partial refidence, and the
confequent influx of refined amufements

perhaps reconcile the zatives to their na-
tal air.

Tars matter, I hope, will be more
confiderately revived in a free Parlia-
ment : the argument of abfolute power
over property is nugatory and invalid ;— |
the moft trifling adts, when multiplied,

may affet the ftate, and become the
obje of ftate cognizance.

Ler an enlightened foreigner, Gen-
tlemen, but enter the ftreets of this great -
capital—view the pavements—feel, or
even hear the exceffes nightly commit-

ted 3
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ted ; that enormous revenge of houghing
the military ; thofe incentives to every:
paflionate vice, the brandy-thops, legally
tolerated, I blufth to think on his con-
fequent conclufions ; they might bear
hard on the very eflence of our natures,
attributing falfely to innate vice and
floth, the baleful effects of relaxed police
and apathy of patriotifm. - That the fen-
timents, morals, and even genius of a
nation, keep pace with education and
found policy, is a truth of hiftorical no-
toriety. This clime, now fo pregnant
with exotics for the fcoff of Britith deri-
fion, in former ages, according to the
venerable Bede, was reforted to by Eng-
land and foreign nations to experience
the moft flattering and refined hofpita-
lity, eleemofinary inftrucion, and {upport.
This fingular inftance fhould caution
the temerity of national prejudice.

I'aave, Gentlemen, too great a re-
verfionary ftake in various parts of this

ifle, a heart too confcious of integrity, to
{ufpect
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fufpe& the imputation of innovations
private pique, or difloyalty.  Debarred
from the opportunity of publickly ea-
fqrcing my weak, though fincere wifhes
for my country, I ventured thus to ex-
plain myfelf; and requeft, before l.con-
clude, your attention to the following

particulars—ToLERATION and PaARLIA-
MENTARY CoNpDucT, :

SucH is the variety of our religions,
differing fo eflentiallytin form and modes
of faith, that unlefs the moft liberal in-
dulgence and reciproeal charity pervades
each fect, it will be nugatory to expect
that general confidence and effential
harmony fo_ neceflary. to the exiftence
and eflicacy of a free. Empire. This fa-
lutary truth feemed referved for the
mutual difeuffion and proof of two feem-
ingly ehara&ers of antipathy :—A Pro-
teftantFrelate and Catholic Regular ; fe-
parated by every circumfiance of rank,
education, and faith that envious pre-
judice could devife—they ftill approxi-

mated




{78y ]

mated in benevolence, the Regular con-
tending againft Papal interference in po-
litics ;—the noble Prelate aflerting our
reform in toleration and conftitution,
with a {pirit exemplary to Irifhmen.

Tuesk, Gentlemen, are features that
diftinguith our age, and fhall render this
epoch a ftudied @ra in future hiftory.—
Religions tend all to benevolence and
juit freedom, when not perverted by bi-
goted zeal. Let the legiflation, vefted
in our {e&, prove our efficient charity,
and chearfully difpenfe to our diffenting
friends that benign indulgence—the in-
feparable chara&ter of true faith.

Tuaart titles and high pofts of confi-
dence in the ftate may be hanourably
acquired "and pofiefled by a virtuous
citizen,~1s ‘a2 doubted truth of moral
tendency worthy to be briefly difcuf-
fed.

THE
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Tre poflible idea of intimately con=
neting the rights and fervices of prince
and people thould be ever enforced asa ne-
ceflary political axiom. Minifterial per-
feCtion may be defined—the honeft repre-
fentation to {fovereignty of the people’s re~
fources and oppreflions, and a rigid inflexi-
bility in fpurning the mean allurements
of temporary indulgence, ifiincompatible
with the uniform progrefs of public uti-
lity. It feems almoft imexplicable to an
ingenuous heart how the effe&tive powers
of eloquence are daily fufpended in the
fenate ! Should the intereft of partial
fyflem or party—fhould unqualified af_
fent to any feflion-arrangement, perhaps
undigefled and infincere—fhould, in brief,
any pre-concerted meafures for a monient
bias a man of liberal and 'inexpedient
principlé 2 The fmiles of an attached
coutitry, the complacent progrefs of ge-
neral improvement, promoted by the ex-
ertion or refignation of a virtuous mifti-
- fter, ferve to mark the delicacy of a fitu-
ation whofe confpicuous motions {6 ma-

terially
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terially affe@® the imitation of inferior
departments. A man of this defcription
will make a ftri& attention to the liber-
ties and commercial refources of the peo-
ple the invariable ground on which to
treat with Government, and enter on
the arduous tatk of fupplies. ‘The idea
of Minifter and Citizen fhould not be
feparated: no ftate-filence or caution can
preclude fuch a fenator from frequently
condefcending to appeal from the helm
to the public, his general conftituents.
—The adulation of fovereignty cannot
tempt him from virtuous refignation, who
makes the proper temperature of free-
dom and prerogative the fole bafis of his
fervices. Thefe ideas, I fear, may feem
too refined and Utopian for aGual en-
forcement, that the general candour fo
requifite in €ommerce and every tempo-
rary arrangement of private life, thould
not pervade the {pirit of public and per-
manent meafures, is a mortifying reflec-
tion. If confidence is the criterion of

conciliation, how pure, how refpeced,
C how
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how impartial fhould be his fentirents,
who ventures on the great taik of fecur-
ing public harmony—of blending. the
feeming oppofite views of. our triple le-
giflation : in fine, ambition, as generally
conftrued, fhould inevitably exclude its

profeflor from the confidence of a free
{tate. '

Our advances of la.te, Gentlemen, in
every gradation ot liberal improvement
equally pleafe and aflonifth. That fingu-

lar union of Volunteer power and mo-

deration unnoticed, as unknown in for-

mer annals, that blended Roman virtue
and Attic purity, which mark the ftyle
and {pirit of our remoteft addrefles, are
pleafing prefaces to future {fucceffes.
QOur ifle, fo antient in records, fo novel
in reformation, demands public juftice,
lingering for ages in obfcurity. Though
fituated the mart of the world, fhe may
inftantly rife to juft confequence among
nations, if we now boldly purfue the {pi-

rif
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rit of perfect liberation ; our long com-
mercial oppreffions thould ffee/ us againit

fal{fe {fympathy.

Tut obvious neceflity of recommend-
ing ftri& attention to the Ziferal fpirit
of Reform feems abfolutely expedient;
the majority of the legiflation are too
interefted in its defeat to be fufpected of
fatisfaction ; enamoured of their prefent
independence, will they tamely fign our
emancipation? A congrefs, general as
poffible, into the mafs of which the
Houfe diffolved might incorporate, feems
alone competent to refolutions fo awful
and final ; but this is hinted with cauti-
ous diffidence.

As the Writer has thus prefumed,
Gentlemen, to trouble you with his fen-
timents, he hopes for that candour and
indulgence fo neceflary to the indiffer-
ence of his fiyle and arrangement. The
juftice of the canfe calls not for the aid

L 2 of
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of genius: the ideas, however clothed,
are congenial with public virtue, and the
warmth of zeal, perhaps, not difgufting
to the honeft indignation of patriotifm.
If the moft loyal attachment to Britain
confiltent fo/e/y with the ultimateadvantage
of Ireland ; if a zealous ambition to ferve
one’s country with the chafteft difinte-
reftednefs, are pardonable profeflions of
anticipation in an untried Citizen, I here
moft {olemnly pledge my{elf to my coun-
try for their immutable obfervance; and
humbly hope a determination to offer my
poor flervices, at the next sudependent
vacancy, will not {eem prefumptuous in
the Nephew of William Molyneux.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your moft obedient

humble Servant,

Do s b, March, 1584,

CareL MOLYNEUX.
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P. 8. SINCE this Publication went
to Prefs the probable fate of a mo-
tion, big with a falutary fucceflion of
others, calls aloud for juft animadver-
fion. In numerous addrefles we have
infifted on our right to the long fuf-
-pended claim of perfe@ freedom; but
what have we gained, but the fimple
non-interference of Britain’s legiflation,
not even without prefumptuous infringe-
ments in the very moment of folemn
abdication? butif notinterference, Britith
effectual influence. pervades our incompe-
tent fenate. With that kingdom the
ultimate advantage of empire is not the
Jecondary obje@ of miniftry, but ovur
confequence and dignity, if incompa-
tible with her moft diftempered fancy,
1s hourly facrificed, Gentlemen, in’ that
Houlfe, falfely ycleped the Palladium of
Liberty,.in the very face of a people
whofe impending determination of Re-
form {hould recommend other meafures.

Simple mortifications will fcarcely cau-
tion
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tion the weak incurable ambition of

Will future
ages believe that the {pirit of our réno-
vated conftitution, at this inftant, fub-
mits to the rejedtion of moft .obvious
motions, not even clathing with #4e fu-
premacy of Britith intereft? "An officer
of great ftate refponfibility is requefted
to attend his duty in the-country of his
department :—1Is this a requeft of wan-
ton tendencyi—Is the idea'of indignation
at the fufpicion of an-enormous penfion,
to be granted for his giving up this poft
of long infulted negle&, rather than
breathe in miaifterial confidence this
tainted air, not congenial to every feel-
ing heart? If ‘any Irithman, in a private
affemhly, will lay his hand to his heart
and fay, “ This infult in the face of nati-
ons1sno longer tolerable,” I fhall confefs

my indignation the fever of diftempered
faney.!

Britain’s fullen decline!

I suari prefume to quote an appo-
fite family-precedent :—My dire@ an-

ceftor,
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ceftor, Sir Thomas Molyneug, was ap-
pointed by Queen Elizabeth Chancellor
of the Exchequer, when the influx:of
Britons was, perhaps, a neceflary meafure;
but that wife Frincefs, to my knowledge,
enforced. his refidence; for he difcharged
punQually the duties of oflice for twenty

- years to his death, from 1576 to 1596.

Many fucceeding officers have likewife
done their duty, and fhall we now brook
fuch a difrefpetful contempt of office in
[t is our duty, Gen-

any department?
tlemen, whofe names indicate Britifth
origin, to efface traces of lingering an-
tient nationality.” Leng cherithed in the
foftering arms of this ifle, and raifed on
the inclement fortune of the original
natives, Gratitude fhould, if poflible, in-
creafe the feelings of our tender connec-
tion, firaining every nerve.to raife their
fallen fortunes by opportunities of in-
duftry, condemning illiberal diftin&ion of
name or fec, and blending, in happy
temperature, the cool corre&nefs of our
antient Britith wifdom, with our prefent

inherent
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inherent {entiments of Irith candour and
liberality. We muft, at 24is moment,
with honeft tendernefs and fincerity put
an end to the lingering hopes of Britain’s
unconftitutional interference.——Let us
now do juftice to our rifing confequence
in empire and in hiftory ; this zra will
be criticifed by prefent and future ge-
Let pofterity read with emu-
lation our tenor of condut n this awful

n1us.

crifis, that in future ages.even the tongue
of charmed infancy may, with rapture,

lifp their names, whofe confiftent and
Jleady wvirtue fecured, on immoveable

ground, the national confequence and
freedom of their native country.
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