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Nitasles bosP8 ALM., LXV, L1,

‘THOU' CROWNEST THE YEAR WITH THY
WVER S/ GOODNESS.

‘- .My dear, Pépp]g,

THOUGH this_makes the tenth annual
Thankf{giving fince it has pleafed God that I
fhoyld: be. your Minifter, to lead in your pub-
1;’(: dc.vo;_ions,"and affift -y_dur meditations on
his word and works; yet, I prefume, you will
agree \}vith me, that it is the firft in which the
words of the Pfalmift now read, with refpect
101 our. beloved ‘Country, have their fulleft
completion. This year, above either of the
preceding, is efpecially and illuftrioufly crown-

ed with the goedne/s of God.
+Indeéd) we have had occafion, at the clofe
of each of the former years, to talk of hisgood-
nefs. * Not ore of them hath paffed without
witneffes, many witneffes for -him.. In every
révolving feafon we have beheld the difplays
-ofhis goodnefs, and received multi plied.tefti-
monials of his providential care and kindnefs.
¥ Az ' Sdpedn
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In no year, and at no time, hashe ceafed to do .

us- good,gwmg usrain ﬁrom bea'venqland fruitfal
feafons, filling our hearts with food and gladnefs.

In thefe refpeéts,-however, the prefent year
vies with any of the preceding: Theearth has
been made foft" with 'repeated and plentiful
Riowers, the paftures bave been clothed awith flocks ;
and the vallies covered withcorn. We have re-
ceived the former and the<latter harveft in
abundance ; our granariesaré filled with various
ftore. Through the paft feafonall the patl‘isz_of
the Loxd haye dropped fitrow and fatnefs.

Bu* I need not tell you that what fignalizes,
and wﬂl render memorabfe to the lateft ages,
as the brxghtef’c jewel'in the crown of the pre-
fent year‘ is Peate, an ‘Honourable and glorious
peace’ for our country, with its attendantblef
fings. * ‘What' advaritage this moft pleafing and
joyful event gives to the prefent above' either
of' the precedmg ycars, will appeal-' om ’thc
flighteft comparifon. '

We cannot have forgot what ol feehngs
were at/the profpe&t: df the war which is now
1o ‘happily terminated. ‘The year:1774, in

whiich T became conmeded with you,’ fet this
pmf‘pe& full in our'view. Though that year
“Was crowned with the bleffings of harveft and
‘of‘health yet it ended in'a cloudy and threat-

T-T;
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" The difpute between Britain and America,
which originated in the ftamp act ten years be-
fore, was then drawing toa crifis. A {yftemof
tyranny had been concerted in the Brittth cabi-
netand adopted by the government. 7o bindus
in all cafes whatever, was their declared purpofe

‘To this they claimed unconditional fubmiffion
on our part ; infifting that we fhould hold life
and property by no other tenure than their fo-
vereign will and pleafure. To bringus to this,
coercive meafures were determined. The Bri-
tith Premier had boafted ¢ that he would lay
America proftrate.at his feet.” War wasina
{enfe levied in the violence and cruelty of the
port-bill, the vacation of our charter, the change
of our Government, and the arrival of fleetsand
armies to execute thefe unrighteous decrees.

On our part, preparation was making for the
dernier refort./’ The flame of liberty kindled
in our breafts, and caiched from bofom to bo-
fom till the whole country was in a glow.—
The voiceof patrioti{m was founded forth and
‘echoed 'through the Continent :—*¢ Awake,
“ aroufe, O Americans! Your petitions and
#¢ entreaties are no longer regarded :—Your
“¢ enemies are determined, and leave you no
“<other alternative but to chufe between fire
¢« and fword and all the horrors of war, or the
*<’yoke of perpetual bondage. Will you be

-‘ " . free-
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¢ freemen, orf{laves! Your choice decides the
‘“ fate of mear three millions of people ; .and
“ tranfmits happinefs or mifery to the unborn
** millions of your pofterity.” Ina ftrain like
this, you well remember, was the language of
the day. And thus, onboth fides, was ¢ the
fword whetting ; combuftibles were faft col-
lecting; the confagration was foon to blaze.”

“With what concern; with what painful anxi-
ety, my brethren, did webeholdsthefe appear-
ances ? - Were not our heartsready to faint un-
der the diftrefling apprehenfion of the calami-
ties impending ; ‘while we faw the ftorm gather-

ing, thé cloud thick and heavy, blackand charg-
ed with uncommon wrath, comingapace? -

"The fucceeding ‘year realized thefe terrors,
and brought them Home to our doors. In 1473,
the tempeft burft upon us withall its fury: We
not only 'heard the found of the trumpet and
the alarm ofwar, but beheld its deadty and fatal
effeCts; garments rolled in blood, and the; habi-
‘tations of'our friends and neighbours wrapt in
fiames. *With what confternation and affright
std we burry our families and effects from: the
‘feeneof danger? And throughthe year, to what
daily alarms’ were we liable while thie enemy
pofiefied ourCapital, and held thew firong holds
in the neighbourhood ? Our houfes were turn-
ed into barracks and hofpitals for{foldiers. We

591} llved
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lived inthe midft of camps. Their fiench and
infection contributed, with the terror of the
times, to that uncommon mortality which pre-
vailed in thisand the adjacent towns, and great-
ly increafed the diftreffes of the year.

But the clofeof 1776 brought with it a fcene
of danger to America greater than the had ever
before experienced. Our armies inorequarter,
afterrepeated defeats, many hardfhips and mif-
fortunies, had been driven out of Canada. In
the other, the enemy carried all before them,
till at length, our brave Chief with an handful
of naked worn out troops, the fhattered remains
of a vanquithed or difbanded army was forced
to fly ; while a victorious and triumphant foe
wasin clofe purfuit : and this, during a retreat
of ninety miles. It was then, that ¢ the fate
of America ftood trembling on the point of
Tufpence.” So critical was our fituation, and
fo imminent the danger, that our efcape was
- little thort-of a miracle. The nobleand {pirit-
ed exertions. of our little army at Trenton and
Princeton, the generalthip difplayed in thefe
enterprizes, and the fuccefs with which they
were attended, form a diftinguithed and brilli-
antpage in the Hiftory of the War.

“Aftervarious turnsof fortuneand fome ftrange
and untoward events, the clofe of 1777 brought

with it a glorious triumph to the American
arms
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arms in the capture of a whole hoft of enemies's
but even this triumph was qualified by ill fuc-
cefs at the fouthward, a defeatat Brandywine,
a repulfe at Germantown, the flight of Con-
grefs, and the lofs of the capital of America.

The year 1778 produced the glorious alli-
_ance with France, and placed our indepen-
dence upon the fhoulders of a great and pow-
erful nation ; but in other refpects it furnifhed
no inftance of very fignal, fuccefs. = It clofed
with an ineffc@tual attempt to difpoffels the
enemy of Newport.

Our raifed expectations of peace 1n 1779
were difappointed, and the flattering hopes we
had entertained, vanifhed. - That year proved
fruitful of calamities. A predatory, diftrefling
war raged throughout the Continent. This

' Srate fuftained the heavy difafter at Penobfcot ;.

{feven towns in Connecticut were deftroyed ;
the enemy took pofieffion of Georgia, and
threatened the other {fouthern States.

In1480 our misfortunes multiplied apace,and
after the lofs of Charleftown, the defeat of Ge-
neral Gates at Camden, and the fuccefs of the
enemy of over-running the fouthern States, our
AfFairs feemed to be tottering on the brink of
ruin. The dejection of the public was at'no
time greater than towards the clofe of that
year. Our many loffgs, increafed burdens, and

the
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the wretcked ftate of our finances raifed appre-
henfionsin minds thathad before been fan guing.

But 1781 gave another turn to our affairs,
reverfed the fortune of the war, and ended in
another glorious triumph in the capture of
Cornwallis, by the combined forces of France
and America.

This wonderful fuccefs effected, in the fol-
lowing year, the downfall of that wicked fet of
Minifters in Britain, who firft kindled the flames
of war, and had hitherto, witha furprizing ob=
ftinacy, perfifted in difturbing the peace not on~
ly of America but'a great part of Europe. This
change of men led us to expect a change of
meafures, and to hopé that the dawn of peace
was not far diftant. This hope, however, was
mingled with many fears, occafioned by the fe-
vere blow upon our allies in the Weft Indies and
their misfortunes at Gibraltar. And though in
Amerlca, there was no a@ive campaignby land,
yet by fea, thc dcprcdatlons on our trade con-
tinued,and v wereas great, ifnot greaterthan ever.

The prlfon thips of our enemies were fille
with our ﬁnfortunate feamen, where they were
ﬁxpofcd ;o {uffocation and death by the ﬁench
and,}mfenes of their confinement.

Thxough the whole courfe of the war, how
were our feelings wounded, when we reflected
onthe crueltiesinflicted upon multitudes of our
h B people
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people fhutupin thofe floating dungeons of in-
fection and difeafe;-of mifery and defpair!" The
accounts we have had of their fufferings, were
enough to harrow every bofom fufceptible of
the feelings of humanity. Whofe blood is not
chilled at the recollection of a- {on,a brother,
or a friend, thruft into thofe gloemy regions ;
where ¢ no refrefhing breezes entered ;” where
poifonous exhalations were continually drawn
in, and * the tainted element was charged with
peftilence and death!” How many thoufands
of our brethren have perifhed in the prifons of
the enemy! and of thofe who efcaped from

them alive, what a large proportion efcaped

only to exhibit pining fkeletons to their afflict-
ed friends, fpecimens of the cruelties they have
fuffered ; and thento fall victims to the difeaﬁ:‘
they had brought with them from their con-
finement! | |
~ But, bleffed be God! the fcenes of mifery and
diftrefs are now happily clofed. Our work is
done. The moft complete and glorious revoly-
tion the world ever beheld, is accomplifhed.
The ftorm of war is diffipated. The cloudsare
{cattered—T he years wherein we have feen evil,
are rolled away. The prefent ufhers in happier

times, and reftores peace to a bleeding world.
And do we live, my brethren, to behold this
‘happy, this longdefired day, thisgloriousevent !
‘Do we live to fee our country freeand indepen-
dent,
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dent, its fovereignty acknowledged even by
thofe, whofe rage to fubdue us fet the world in’
flames! Do we behold the relu&ant tyrant of
Britain relinquithing for himfelf and his heirs
for everall claim todominion over thefe States ?
How many ofour friends and neighbours have
defired 1o fee the things which we fee and have not
JSeen them 2 How confiderable a part of the in-
habitants of this town have been added to the
congregation of the dead fince the fad conteft
began ?  What gratitude to the great Lord of
life, thould you and I feel, for {fupporting us
through all our private and public diftrefles, to
behold this joyful conclufion, the year of our
country’s redemption !

When a quarrel is made up and paflion is
fubfided, it becomes the parties who have been
at variance, nations as well as individuals, fe-
rioufly to refle& whether they were the culpa-
ble aggreflors. For even fuccefs in an unjuft.
caufe, calls for mourning and repentance ra-
ther than for joy and thank{giving. A widely
extended defolation has been made, innumera-

 ble calamities produced, and many, many thou-
fandseflives facrificed in the late conteft : Their

_ blood*ttill crieth from the ground. That it doth
not cry againft our country, is furely a moft
pleafing refle¢tion, a circumftance which great-
ly heightens the joy of the prefent occafion.
““ Heavenand Earth,” faid a celebrated divine
M0 WA g 3 on
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ona memorable occafion®; ¢¢ Heaven and eanth.

¢« can bear witnefs thar thefe States are inno-

““ cent of the blood that hath been ‘fhed; and
¢¢ the miferies diffufed by this unrighteous war.
“ We have ftood upon: the. ground'of juftice,
‘“ honour, and liberty, and acted merely a de+
‘ fenfive part. -Not unreafonable in our. de-
‘“ mands, not violent in our-councils, not pre-
‘“ cipitate in our condu@, our “ moderation
¢ has been known to all men’; and without re-
‘ fufing a fingle claim that Britain could in e-
““ quity make upon us, our perfors, our pro-
¢ perty, our rights have been invaded in every
¢ ftep that led to this revolution.~~Updn our
¢ prefentindependence, {weet and valuable as
¢ the blefling is, wé.may read the infeription,
< Lam found of them that [ought me not.” '

- Tt was not from a fpirit of fedition;, it wasnot
from pride or caprice; that we afpired to fove-
teignty. "Fhe nation that claimed to be the mo-
ther-eountry, with her own hands; violently
broke every bond of unionbetweenus ; and by
-her oppreflion and unrelenting cruelty; thruft
‘us out from the family of which we once were
~apart. Andwhen, with fupplicating hands, we
beggedto be reftored, only on condition of en-
joyingequal privileges with theother members,
the, with a provoking infolence, - refufed us a
hearing, and anfwered only at the mouth of her

-~ _cannomn.
_ * Dr. CoorEr at the Commencement of the Conftitution.
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¢annon. . Witnefs -the fate: of tlie petitions of
Congrefsto the King, and theiraddrefles to the
people of England in the years 1774 and 177%:
The manner. in which thofe maaly, yet decent
- and-refpedtful applications were rejected; will
remain to; all ages a proof of the'pride, mjuﬁlce
and cruehy of 'our late enemties, and of the ne-
-ceflity we were under 6f a findl feparation from
them. In'the ftrong language ofthe Author of
Comrﬁon Senfe, “ the moft unoffending humi-
lity was torturéd into rage, and the infancy of
exifterice mhadeto weep.” |
It was the cruel wrongs we f{uftained that
brought the Continent to'unite in that aét which
gave usrank among the nations of the world.
And how far thefe nations were fromgrudging
us the diftinction, or fromcondemning our mea-
fures, foon appedred in the countenance they
gave us, in'their univerfal good wifhes towards
as, and in the fignal aid which many of them
afforded us. * And even from Britain herfelf,
from fomesofher wifeft and beft men, we have
had, from the beginning, many ftrong teftimo-
nials to'the juftice of ourcaufe. You may find
themin numbers of their moft ingenious publi-
«cations, and in’ a multitude of parhamentary

fpeeches and protefts.
- WBut theapprobation of the whole world is not

s fatisfying as that of our own confciences.
" yDeeply as we regret the manifold and long con-
. tinued
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tinued calamities of the late war; yet, uponan
impartial review of the part we have acted; we
are confident, that the guilt of them does not lie
atour door; that the woe denounced againft thofe
by whom offences come, does not hang over. us.
From the principles both of reafon and ferip-
ture we were affured that our caufe was juft and
righteous, and fuch as we could, with a clear
confcience and in the exercife of faith, heartily
recommend to the God of Juftice, and implore
his providence to blefs and profper. . To Him

we made our folemn appeal, and fent up our
carnett cries. Befides many days of prayer fet
apart by authority during the courfe of our long
ftruggle, innumerable fervent petitions were,
every day, goingup to heaven for fuccefs: The
. praying people in general through the land
made it a part of their daily addrefies to the
throne of grace. Nor did they pray in vain.
Theirreligious and unbelieving may laugh ; but,
the {corn of infidels be to themfelves; our pray-
ers were heard in heaven. And God hath done
for us equal and above what we could afk or
think, both in fupporting us in the day of our
diftrefs, and in his own good time, putting a
period to our trials, and bringing us, out of the
furnance of afffiction. It becomes us, therefore,

on this day, to pay our vows to the Lord, and
offer him the facrifice of thank{giving,

What



55" 8
What a glow of love and gratitude fhould we

feel for the fupport, protection and fuccefs
vouchfafed us through the various perils and
viciffitudes of the war! We cannot reflect up-
on our defencelefs fituation when thisjudgment
befell us, without adoring the divine goodnefs
that it did not prove our fpeedy and entire
~ruin. No people perhaps were ever taken at
greater difadvantages, and under worf{e circum-
ftances to defend themfelves againft fo power-
ful an invafion. Unknown to, and unconnect-
ed with, any foreign power, vulnerable on all
fides—our trade the prey of the enemy’s crui-
fers, our fea-portsand the whole length of our
coaft expofed to their continual infults—-our
frontiers naked and open to the barbarous de-
folation of favages from the wildernefs, which
Britith cruelty had ftirred up againft us, liable
to internal divifion—feveral provinces fwarm-
ing with fecret enemies and traitors €Ver bufy
in difconcerting every meafure taken for the
common fafety—at the fame time, deftitute
of all kinds of military ftores, of every thing
that ¢ could promife fuccefs in war,” we had
no other rational dependance but the juftice of
our caufe and the protection of heaven, while
contending with the moft formidable nation in
the world; whofe fleet ruled the ocean, and
whofe troops had been ufed to victory and con-

queft, and to{pread terror wherever they ap-
| proach-
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proiched. ‘So Unéqual was the the conteft, that
our -etiemies. were: confident of victory,: and
laughtd at the idea of difappointment. |

But what great things has God done | for us !
While for our fins we have been fuffering the
chaftifement of his juftice, we have yet {een
this_ juftice 16 lenient, fo reftrained and tem-

pered with compaffion, that it hasevidently ap-
peared to be bis firange works.. In the midft of
judgment, what goodnefs have we all along ex-
perienced ; and . how wonderfully has mercy
triumphed over our ill deferts !

- Many fignal inftances of God’s goodne{s have
been already recounted : Many more muft be
ftill freth in your memories. To his all per-
vading influence muft we gratefully afcribe it,
that the people of thefe States were. infpired
with {uch a fenfe of the worth of liberty as dif-
pofed them to unite in vigorous exertions to
obtain it; that their minds; through ail the vi-
ciffitudes of the war, were held fteady in the
purfuitof the great objet of it ; that a martial
tpirit was diffufed among their fons—that fuch
numbers offered themi€lves for their country’s

defence; that from materials fo raw, an'army

brave, determined and faithful, -was formed;

thavthis army'bas beenanimated to endure the

uricommon hardfhipsof the fervice with an un-

exampled patience, to exhibit inftances of the

nobleft courage, and ta reap laurels that have
aftonifhed the world. But
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* But the gracious interpofition, of providence
have been efpecially. confpicuous in {eafonas
bly detecting dangerous plots, and confpira-"
cies,* furnithing fupplies when we were in the
greatelt ftraits, repeatedly wafting into ot
ports thofe that were’ coming. to our enemies,
giving us the fruits of the victories they have
geained, by turning; in almoft every fignal in-
ftance ‘of it; their fuccefs againft themfelves, -
and in bringing one European nation after ano-
ther to efpoufe our caufe and fight our battles;
by whofe affiftance peace is at length obtained.

With what holy joy fhould we praife the di-
vine goodnefs for this ineftimable blefling, and
for bringing about a peace fo highly advantage-
ous and honourable v otr country ! The Egyp-
tian Pharaoh was not more Ioth to part with
his Hebrew flaves, than the Britith court to
give up their once American fubje@s. By afe-
ries of miracles were the Ifraclites refeued from
the¢ houfe of bondage. And by a feries of pro-
vidential ‘wo:zi&er,‘ have the Americans emerg-
ed from oppreflion, and rifen to liberty and in-
depéndefice, That the {pirit of at once the
haughtieft and the moft powerful nation in the
wbﬂ_@i fﬁ‘ﬁpld, in the courfe of a few years, be

™~ A fo
# ‘ﬂ-r: s ¥ £F g NCLE 1 \ i ]
* Nothing could more pointedly mark the watchful care
of !iz:a_v»en‘ ft?r“téhf' 'prefgr'vation “of thefe infant Siﬁtés, than
the' manner of bringing to ‘light, at fo criticala jun@ure, the
dgrﬁﬁ'&chery and deep laid plot of the infamous Arnold,
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fo humbled as to confent to the difmember-
ment of her empire, andgive her own {anction.
to the blow that lopped off thirteen flourifhing
provinces, is {furely the Lord‘s dozng, a;;d mgy

well be marvellous in our eyes ¢ L

In other re{peés, the; terms of pa&ﬁtatmn
are greatly in our favour.’ . It was not without
reafon that many of eur wife ggggn\fﬁamd‘.tlhﬂts
at the conclufion of the war, though: ‘our inde-
pendence fhould be obtained, yet it would:be
limited to the territory we already. p()ffeﬂ'ed '
that thefe northern ftates, deprived. of the fifb-
erys fo. 1mportant to our commercial anteneﬁs,
would be in danger of finking into povart} and.
mﬁgmﬁcance and to complete the mortifica-
tion, would be ebliged to refund the confifcat-
ed eftates of thofe whohave fided with the, cne-
my. But, rhanks be to God, and under him, to
thofe able and falthful negociators by whofein- _
fluence and management, we have attained our.
utmoft withes in each of thefe important ; arti--,
cles Indeed we have, what rarely hapPensw E
any. nauon fuch a peace as {feems to beuniver-
fally fausfa&orv to.the friends of Ameru:a '

‘What a further call is this upon our grat[- :
tude? How thankful fhould we be for the pre-
fent pleafing profpeéts before us ! Had the con-
teft ended in our fubjugation, in the accom-
plithment of the defigns of our late cnemtcs ;
againt us; gracnous heaven' what matter. for |

.-.w:._ - hor=
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horrible defcription would fuch an event have
furnifhed ?~ A flourithing country ruined; its
young men dead in battle; its old men droop-
ing under inconfolable grief; widows and fa-
therlefs children multiplied in abundance—and
all expofed to the injuries and infults-of a vic-
torious, haughty and unrelenting enemy ; its

~ worthieft patriots and braveft héroes deftined

to the ax and to the halter'; ‘its bafe betrayers
fwarming back, with an infufferable infolence,
to exult over their vaniquifhed brethren, and

riotin their forfeited pofleffionss its clergy dri-
ven into corners, filenced, or harraffed with

‘profecutions, under pretence of their having

been fomenters of the late rebellion ; its fchools
and feminaries of learning frowned upon, as
nurferies of fedition ; meafures taken to let the
people fink into ignorance and fuperftition,
that they might the more patiently bear the
yoke of ﬂaverjf;——all the affairs of the country
fo cdndu&éd as to be rendered {ubfervient on-
ly to the interefts of the conquerors—that the
minions’ and dependants of the court might
reap the fruits of honeft induftry : an army of
foreigners, maintained at the expence of the
inhabitants, in poffeflion of all the fortified
pofts, to keep the country in awe, and exe-
cﬁ'te the decrees of a tyrant.——Laws and re-

' gulanons made, all calculated to extinguifh

any remaining ‘fparks of liberty, to renderthe
Cz minds
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- thiinds of the people abjectand flavifh, o cragiss
a fpirit of enterprize, and prevent the.culti-
- vation of arts, manufactures and knowledge ;
- the landed property parcelled out among the
favourites of the court, and the former poflef-
fors made tenants of what they were once the
~owners !—Say net, that Britons were incapable
of fuch injuftice. The {cenes of mifery and
eruelty which have marked the progrefs of
their arms through every campaign, and been
myariably exhibited, whereyer they have
‘made but a temperary conqueft, leave us no
room to doubt what {eope they would have gi-
ven to their vindictive refentment, had their
power been equakto their malice, and fuccefs
anfwered their willies. At this moment, yow
might have feen your pofleffions in the hands
of firangers, your{glves and children reduced to
the condition of flaves, the chains rivetted up-~
on you and no poflible method left to throw them
off —The {pirit of the country humbled and
{ubdued, we might have been obliged tobehold
the c,r'ue_h,y,- luft and brutality of lawlefs pow-
er, 10 hear the groans of the opprefled, to fee
the tears of the afflicted, and feel our own mi~
feries without daring to complain,

That during the late ftruggle, we have been
in danger of the horrors of fuch a conclufion,
we cannot deny. That our offences againft
heaven would have vindicated the diyine. _]uf~

tice
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tice in bringing them upon us, we muft -alfo
acknowledge. But mercy is the darling attri-
Ibute of the Deity. .[He hath wo pleafure ir the
‘death of finners. He delights in being the pa-
tron ‘of the opprefled. Our neceflity was his
oppottunity: Tohim wheisabundantin mer-
cy and goodnefs, are we indebted fcr the pre-
fent delightful contraft o this pictureof horror !
To him are we indebted, thatour latediftreffes -
have not proved the agonies of diffelution and
death, but the pangs of a joyful birth, of nati-
onal exiftenece ! Thro’ the divine goodnefs we
may accommodate to our country the language
of the prophet, and fay, Behold ! a nation hath
been born in a day !==who-bath beard fuch a thing 2
who bath feen fuch things @—For as foon as Ameri-
ca travailed, [be brought fbrfb.chjoice and be
glad with ber, all ye who love ber: rejoice for joy
with ber, all ye who mourned for ber.

Heaven has carried us through the gloomy
wildernefs of trouble, and at length raifed us
to adelightfuleminence where we look around,
and on every fide a pleafing profpet opens be-
fore us. On theone part, we fuck the abundance
of the fea,-and of the ireafures bid in the fand :
We have many hundréd leagues of fea coait
for Madvantages- of trade. No longer confin-
ed to one market, our commerce receives an
unbounded extenfion. The ports of all nations

are open for the welcome reception of our flag;
and
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and the various treafures of the globe prefent
themfelves as the objects of our traffick.

And on the other part, we have nearly all
the climates in the world, an immenfe extent
of territory for new fettlements and toferve the
purpofes of population. We are become the
proprietors, the fovereigns of a vaft. continent
{ufficient to afford ample means of fubfiftence
tomany, many millions of people. At prefent
we are but beginning to take pofleffion of our
inheritance ; .but a {mall partof it is under cul-
tivation. Human labour and art have as yet
done but little towards fubduing and polifhing
this new world. Immenfe traéts of fertile foil
ftill remain in that flate of wildernefs in which
nature hath left them, covered with vaft forefts,
the dark retreats of favage beafts and favage
men. Everyyear however enlarges the bounds
of improvement, and extends our fettlements.
And how rapid, we may fuppofe, will be their
future increafe ! Wife and juft political infti-
tutions, a free and happy government will en-
courage that induftry which turns the wilderne/s
intoa fruitful field, and caufes 1be defert to bloffom
- as argfe. Such agovernment too, will nouritha
{pirit of enterprife and the improvement of all
thofe arts which tend to fweeten and adorn hu-
man life: It will open and expand the mind,
infpire it with a fenfe of dignity, and with an
abhorrence of thofe mean and bafé vices which

| fervility
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iervili-ty-éngérid_ers . it will watch over the man-
ners of the people, and cherifh and ftrengthen
the focial virtues by all the aid which human
laws and authority can give. = And adored by
the divine goodnefs, by the late revolution,
fach agovernment is now our boaft and glory.
It is this that endears to us our country. For
what is our country? It is a {oil of which, tho’
we may be the prefent poffexfors, - we can call
no-part our own? or the air in which we firft
drew our breath, from which we may be con-
fined in a dungeon—at the pleafure of aty-
rant ? Is not a country a conftitution—an efta-
blithed frame of laws; of which a man may fay,
«« We are here united in fociety for our com-
mon fecurity and happinefs. - Thefe fields and
thefe fruits are my own : The regulations un-
der which 1 live are my own ; I am notonly a
proprietor in the foil, but am part of the fove-"
reignty of my country.”—In fuch an attitude
human nature appears with its propet dignity: -
On fuch a bafis, life, and all that fweetens and
adorns it, may reft with as much fecurity as
human imperfection can pofiibly admit. Such
are the ineftimable bleffings and privileges of -
Independence and of our prefent happy Contti- .
tution; and all the fruit of our late ftruggle.

_Itbecomes us then, my brethren, on this day
to adore the wifdom as well as goodnefs of the |

Ruler of the world in bringing good outof evil,
and
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and-cauling thz wrathof man to praife bim. Wone
derful are the difpofals of Providence in fo di-.
recting the: courfe of events as.to take the wife-
1. 1beir oton craftinefs, and carry. thecounfel of the:
froward beadlong; . Shall we not admire thasdi-
vine fuperintendency which makes the unruly

paflions of the wisked inftrumental-not only to
the fubverfionof their defigns, but to the bring-
ing ahout eventsthe moft contrary o their views -
and willies ¥'"Theicruelty of, Jofeph's brethren:
made way for that advancement: of: b above
1hem rwhichrit was intended:'to:prevent, Has
man’s plet to ruin‘Mordecai; and extirpate his-
people; was overdruled to bring about: the pre-
ferment of the ones andahé trinmphoof the other
overall their enemies.. Phareah, by increafing
-their burdens, haftened théémancipation-of the
Iiraclites. . And thus Britain; ‘byvher injuftice -
andcruelty: in Attempting to enflave: America;
has eftablifhed owr freedom and independence,
I have everbeen inclined 1o think with one'gf
ofir poliiieal:iwiters, thatit-was; inthe ‘bégin-
ningy thesintention (not of: the. nation but) of the -
individuals-iwho ‘compofed the Britith. cabiner, .
*“ to.quatrel with A merica at allevents.: They
hadino doubt:of 1 uceefsyo if they could once |
bring it te: theiiflye of ca battles; and they ex<
. Pefted from conque) what they could neithey
propofe with devency nor hope for by negocia~ '
tion.. The whole trouble of government would

have

e .
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hdve ceafed in a victory, and a final end been
put toremonftrance and debate.—They hoped
for a rebellion, and they mnade one. They ex-
pecteda declaration of independence, and they
were not difappointed. But after this, they
looked for vi¢tory, and obtained a defeat.”
They meant to lay us proftrate under them, but
heaven hasgiven us a triumph over them. They
were fnared in the works of their own hands—and
their own wickednefs bas correcled them. “Through
the whole, they have been the unconfcious mi-
nifters of the Almighty in haftening on a revo-
lution which was moft oppofite to their views:
and intentions, which all their exertions were
intended to prevent ; but which notwithftand-
ing, would not and probably could not for many-
years yet to come, have been effected, had it
not have been for the injuftice and cruelty of
thofe exertions. Thus the gracious purpofes
of heaven are eftablithed on the ruin of the
wicked devices of men. Alleluia! For the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth. He giveth firength and
viflory to bis people ; ke cloatheth them with [alva-
1>

In other refpects heaven has made the late
conteft the occafion of gosd. It has furnithed an
opportﬁnity for mankind to fhow themielves.
While it has expofed the vices of the wicked, it
has fmproved and fignalized the virtues of the

good. It has made room for {ome of the nobleft
B P exer-
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exertions of the human mind, called forth"{tﬁc
latent powers of the foul and difplayed them tor
public view. Ithas given occafion for the trial
and exercife of the fuffering graces. And how
many bright examples of fortitude, cohftancy,
patience and perfeverance in a juft-caufe has it
produced? What an illuftrious band of patriots
and heroes has it formed, called forth and ex-
hibited upon the theatre of the world—names
and characters which would otherwife never
have been known, but are now admired as 7he
lights of the world, and rendered immortal in the
annals of fame?

We regret the thoufands who fell in the ftrug-
gle, and whofe blood was the price of what we
now enjoy: But many evenofibeir namesderive
aluftre from the caufe in which they fuffered,
that willbe lafting as time—=<laurels that will ne-
ver wither. “ Liberty wept over their tombs,”
and they are embalmed in the memory of her
grateful fons. Form, fays the Abbe Raynal,
a_political calander, marking each day by the
name of fome hero, who has fpilt his blood to
fet youfree. Your pofterity fhall one day read

- them with joy: Thefs, thallit fay, behold, thefe
were the menwho gave liberty to half a world :
and who, charging themfelves with our happi-
nefs, before we had exiftence faved our infant

flumbers. from being difturbed and terrified by
the clank of chains.”

The price at which we have puﬂrc—hafed free-
‘ dony
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dom has ftruck attentive nations with furprife,
and put many of them upon confidering its va-
lue. Opprefled Ireland has feized the opportu-
nity, and already thrown off the yoke. Our fuc-
cefsis an encouragement to all who figh for li-
berty, and an alarmto tyrantsthrough the world.
Millions of flaves in Europe will fare the better,
“and be treated with more moderation and leni-
ty, in confequence of the revolution in Ame-
rica. We know not to what diftant countries
and diftant ages the happy ‘effects of this great
event may reach. The blood and treafure ex-
pended by us, will not be ill laid out, if they
are the means of diffufing light and liberty in
the world.—But ftili we dluth for the difhonour
- and depravity of human nature, that {uch means
are fo frequently neceflary to fecure the rights
of mankind and lay the bafis of focial happi-
nefs. What fad ‘work do the unruly paffions of
men makein the world ? How fatal are the ef=
fects of pride, ambition, avarice and vevenge !

Alas! what has Britain got by all that train of
calamities fhe has occafioned to the inhabitants
on both fides of the Atlantic ?~—difgrace to her
arms, defiruction to her people, and the dif-
memberment of her empire, with the addition

of a hundred millions to her debt, and the guilt
ofall the evils and miferies fhe has {o conftant-

ly produced. God grant, that thefe things may

prove a leflon to princes and ftatefmen, and

render them more cautious how they invade
D2 | ‘the
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the rights of their brethren and nelghboursT |
Let us, my hearers, on this occaﬁon, make it
ourearneft prayer to Heaven, that more _]u{’c aﬁd
equitable, more wife and benevolent counﬁeTs
may prevail among thofe who guxde the affairs
of ftates and nations. At the fame tune, let itbe
our care to guard agamft the motlons and 1m-
pulfe of thofe patlions and Tufts in ourfelves
which are produ&we of fuch dreadful ar;d fatali
effe@ts. We fhould not only ﬂand at the greatei’c
diftance from thefe, butit isa matter of the hlgh-
eﬁ concern, and whatI would earneﬁly recom—-
nend

~That in our refpective places and ftalloos w,e
exert our utmoft influence to cultlvate peace
and union amongourfc]ves, andcherifh all thofe
virtues which tend to national ﬁrength, honour
and profperlt,y Since the fettlement of his own
favoured nation 1n Canaan, prov1dence has
given to no people a fairer opportunity to fe-
~curg national felicity, than is now held forth to
us. Thefe united States have come into exif-
tence at a time when the quality of hberfy, and
the rights 6 human nature are defined and un-
derﬁood We have had the Wildom and expe-
rlence of all former ages together with the dif-

‘coveries of the prefent, to diret us in laying
the foundations of our Republic. The eyes of
the worldare now turned upon us, tofee in what
;manner werear the fuperﬁru&ufe, and whatufe
‘we make of that liberty we have been o earneft

to
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fo obtain.  PPith us it lies to give an example,
whether mankind are capable of freedom !
Whether the juftice, good faith, peace -and
happinefs of the Community are fafer and beft
promoted when the power is ultimately lodged
in the hands of the people, or when it refides
in a Mafter over them? A moment's reflection

- will render it fufficiently obvious, that where all

power is derived from the people, every thing
#auft depend upon their knowledge and virtue.
If they are ignorant and vicious, abandoned to
idlenefs, pride and extravagance; if they
are {elfith and fraudulent, diforderly and fac-
tious, impious towards God and unjuft and in-
jurious towards one another—all muft be an-
archy and confufion, riot and licentioufnefs,
where fuch a people hold the powers of go-
vernment. There'is no monarchy that is not
preferable te ‘-fuC}l a Republic : There is no
tyranny that'i§' not more tolerable than fuch a
pretended liberty.

It has bfl ten been faid, that virtwe is the [pirit
of a républic, and effential to the prefervation of
freedom: ‘God forbid then, that by vice and ir-
religion, we thouldthrow away thebleflings and
privileges which have been fo dearly purchafed.

; I!et us guard againft the allurements to pride

andavain parade, againft a tafte for luxury and
‘p‘]eafurdble expenice; for thefe not only ener-
vate the mind, but eat out the vitals of the ftate.

Allactsof private and public injuftice, all brea-
ches
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ches of faith and ufe of deceitful and fraudulent.
arts, are alfo to_be guarded agamﬁ for thefe
engender murmurings and complaints, divi-
fions and animofities,

Let it be our care, to live by thofe rules of
prudence and good ceconomy which tend to the
general weal. Let uscherifh the virtuesof tem-

perance, frugality, indufiry and a public {pirit,
Let thefe thingsbeefpecially mculcated upon the

rifing generation. 1 here cannot be too much
careandattention paid tothe edugationof youth ;
that their hands may be earlyinured tothe prac-
tice of the ufeful arts of life, their minds fur-
nifthed with ufcful knowledge, and their tem-
pers formed to carly habits of virtue and piety.

And let it be the endeavour of us all, each one
for himfelf, and fo far as his influence extends,
for others too, that all may Jead a quiet and peace-
able Iife 1n.all gogdrefs and bonefly, diligently and
uniformly practifing that righteoufnefs which ex-
alteth a nation.' Let us, my brethren, becomg:
realand fincere Chriftians. Vital chriftianity will
fecyre and hold us fteady in a courfe of right
conductto promote our own and the pubhc wel-
fare. We wear the chriftian name, but that we

might have the thing i1felf, is the end aimed at
by providence in all its dealings with us. For
this, we have, in times paft, been beld in the mrds

of affliétion ; for this, we are now drawn by the
bands of love. That our hearts might be humbl-
ed and broken i in contrition and repentance, we

have
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have, i former years, feen evil: and that they
might be foftened and melted into love and o-
bedience to God our Saviour, the prefent year
is crowmed with bis goodmefs. 1f it has not this ef
fe@, confequences more terrible and alarming
are to be dreaded, than the mere lofs of our li-
berties as a people, or of our temporal happi-

* nefs and profperity as individuals. Our intereft

in the events of the prefent life is comparative-
ly {mall and trifling. We have but a tranfitory
abode on earth, a fhort add precarious connec-
tion with the prefent world. Time is fwiftly
bearing us on to the point of a final and everlaft-
ing adieu to all the objects and concerns which
now fomuch engrofsour thoughts and fo ftrong-
ly agitate our hopes.and fears. Soon fhall we
meet that deftined period when all will vanifh as
a phantom and feemasan idle dream. Nothing
will then remain with, or accompany us, but
the anguiﬂl and ‘réemorfe, or the fatisfa¢tion and
comfort refulting from the confeioufnefs of a
well, or ill improvement of our prefent advan-
tages, opportunities and mercies.

May God Almighty, whofe arm hath done
great things for us, and whofe goodnefs not on-
ly annually but daily Joadeth us with benefits, add
to the bleffings of his providence, the gifts of his
grace, and pour out his {pirit in plentiful effu-
fions upon each one of us, upon the people of
this, and of all the United Sfates,” and difpofe

us univerfally to the love and practice of that

; holy
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holy religion which breathes peaceon éarth, asid
good will towards men ! May he blefs and reward
thofe brave men who havé jeoparded their lives.
in the defence of our rights; and incline the
hearts of a grateful country to do them ample
juftice ! May He fhower his bleflings upon thofe
princes and nations who have generoufly ef-
poufed our caufe, and by whofe aid we have
obtained liberty, independenceand peace : in
return for affifting us to civil liberty, may He
blefs them with {piritual freedom, with the full
enjoyment of the glorious liberty of ihe s of
God! May He even blefs our late enemies in
turning them from all their iniquities, pardoning
the wrongs they have committed againft us,
and againft the rights of human nature, reftor-
ing them to their former glory and profperity,

~and making them again a happy nation! May

He take thefe United States into his holy pro-
tection, perfet and eftablifh their union reftore
their credit, truth and juftice, compleat their
Profperity, making them the afylum of liberty,
the nurfery of arts and knowledge, and (above
all) of unfeigned chriftian piety ; that through
fucceffive ages they may continue to be diftin-
guifhed by his favour and guardianthip, as the
Zlory of all lands, and the joy of the whole earth !
~-And let all the people fay, AMEN.

A P | RS (P




