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R E F L E C T I O N S ,  See.

' ; P salm l x v . ,  i i .

T h o u  c r o w n e s t  t h e  Y e a r  w i t h  t h y

GOODNESS.

My  dear, People,

T h o u g h  this makes the tenth annual
T h an kfg iv in g  fince it has pleafed G od  that I  

ihoujd be your Minifter, to lead in your pub­

lic devotions, and affiil your meditations on 

his word and works; yet, I prefume, y o u t f i l l  

agree with m e, .that it is the firft in which the 

■words o f  the Pfalmift now read, with re fp e il  

to our beloved C oun try, have their fulleft 

completion. T h is  year, above either o f  the 

preceding, is efpecially and illuitxioully crown­

ed with the goadnefs o f God-

Indeed, we have had occafion, at the clofe 

o f  each o f  the former years, to talk o f  his good- 
nefs. Not one o f  them hath palfed without 

witneffes, many witneifes for him. In every  

revolving feafon w e have beheld the difplays 
o f  his goodnefs, and received multiplied tefli- 
monials o f  his providential care and kindnefs.
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In no year, and at no time, has he ceafed to do 

us' good, giving usrain frorh hea'ijenj.and fruitful 

feafons, filling our hearts with food andgladnefs.
In t h e fe  refpedls, however, the prefent year 

vies with any o f the preceding : T h e  earth has 

been made ibft with repeated and plentiful 

Stowers, the pa/iures have been clothed -with, flocks ; 

end the vallies covered with corn■ W e  have re­

ceived the former and the latter harveft in 

abundance ; our granaries are filled wi th various 
ftore. Through the paft feafon all the paths o f
Í  - , » » r  ^  f i r  t  r  » . ¥ (

the Lord have dropped marrow and fatnefs.

But I need not tell you that what fignalizes, 

and will render memorable to the lateft ages, 

as the brighteft jewel in the crown o f  the pre- 
fentyeàr', is Peace, an honourable and glorious 

peace'for our country, with its attendant blef- 
frngs. W hat advantage this mofl pleafmg and 
joyfu l event gives to the prefent, above either 
o f  the preceding years, will appeal on the 

ilighteil comparifon.

W e cannot have forgot what our feelings 

were at the profpedt o f  the war which is now 

-fo happily terminated. T h e  year 1774, in 

which I became connected with you, fet this 
profpecl full in our view. Though that year 

\Vas crowned with the bleffings o f  harveft and 

o f health, yet it ended in a cloudy and threat- 

ing afpeil upon our country.

T h e



L 5 1
T h e  difpute between Britain and Am erica, 

which originated in the ftamp adt ten years be­

fore, was then drawing to a crifis. A  fyitem  o f  

tyranny had been concerted in the Brittfh cabi­

net and adopted by the governm ent. To bind us 

in a ll cafes whatever, was their declared purpofe. 

T o  this they claimed unconditional fubmiflion 

on our part ; infixing that w e fhould hold life 

and property by  no other tenure than their fo- 

vereign will andpleafure. T o  bring us to this, 

coercive meafures were determined. T h e  Bi i- 

tifh Premier had boafted “  that he would lay 

Am erica proilrate at his feet.”  W a r was in a 

fenfe levied in the violence and cruelty o f  the 

port-bill, the vacation ofour charter, the change 

o f  our Government, and the arrival o f  fleets and 

armies to execute thefe unrighteous decrees.

O n our part, preparation was making for the 

dernier refort. T h e  flame o f  liberty kindled 

in our breafts, and catched from bofom to bo- 

fom till the whole country was in a glow .—  
T h e  voice o f  patriotifm was founded forth and 

echoed through the Continent :— “  A w ake,

“  aroufe, O  Americans! Y our petitions and 
entreaties are no longer regarded :— Y o u r 

“  enemies are determined, and leave you no 

“  other alternative but to chufe between fire 
“  and fword and all the horrors o f  war, or the 

“  yoke o f  perpetual bondage. W ill  you be
free-



“  freemen, or ilaves! Your choice decides the 

“  fate o f  near three millions of people; and 

“  tranfmits happinefs or mifery to the unborn 
'* millions o f your pofterity.”  In a ftrainlike 
this, you well remember, was the language o f  

the day. And thus, on both fides, was “  the 
fword whetting ; combuftibles were fail col­

lecting.; the conflagration was foon to blaze.”

W ith what concern, with what painful anxi­

ety, my brethren, did we behold thefe appear­

ances ? W ere  not our hearts ready to faint un­

der the diftrefling apprehenfion o f the calami­

ties impending ; while we faw the ftonn gather­

ing, thé cloud thick and heavy, black and charg­
ed with uncommon wrath, coming apace ?

T h e  fucceeding year realized thefe terrors-, 

and brought them home to our doors. In 1775, 

the tempeft burft upon us with all its fury : W e  

not only heard the found o f  the trumpet and 
the alarm o f  war, but beheld its deadly and fatal 

effeda, garments rolled in blood, and the. habi­
tations o f  our friends and neighbours wrapt in 

flames» W ith what confirmation and affright 
did we hurry our families and effects from.the 
iceue o f  danger ? And through the year, to what 
-daily alarms were we liable while the enemy 

pofíeíTedourCapitd.and held their firong holds 
in  the neighbourhood ? Our houfes were turn­

e d  into barracks and hofpitals for foldiers. W e
lived
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lived in the midft o f  camps. T h e ir  flench and 

infection contributed, with the terror o f  the 

times, to that uncommon mortality which pre­

vailed in this and the adjacent towns, and great­

l y  increafed the diftrefles o f  the year.

B ut the c lo fe o f  17 76  brought with it a fee ne 

o f  danger to Am erica greater than ihe had ever 

before experienced. O ur armies in one quarter, 

after repeated defeats, m any hardihips and m if- 

fortunes, had been driven out o f  Canada. In 

the other, the enem y carried all before them, 

till at length, our brave C h ie f  with an handful 

o f  naked worn out troops, the lhattered remains 

o f  a vanquifhed or diibanded arm y was forced 

to f ly ;  while a victorious and triumphant foe 

was in clofe purfuit : and this, during a retreat 

o f  ninety miles. It was then, that “  the fate 

o f  Am erica flood trembling on the point o f  

fufpence.”  So critical was our fituation, and 

fo imminent the danger, that our efcape was 
little lhort o f  a miracle. T h e  noble and fpirit- 

ed exertions o f  our little army at Trenton and 

Princeton, the generalfhip difplayed in thefe 
enterprizes, and the fuccefs with which they

were attended, form a diflinguiflied and brilli­
ant page in the Hiflory o f  the W ar.

A fter various turnsof fortuneand fomeftrange 
and untoward events, the clofe o f  1777 brought 

w ith it a glorious triumph to the American
arms



arms in the capture o f  a whole hoft o f  enemies ; 

but even this triumph was qualified b y  ill fuc- 

cefs at the fouthward, a defeat at Brandywine, 

a repulfe at Germantown, the flight o f Con- 

grefs, and the lofs o f  the capital o f  America, 

T h e  year 1778 produced the glorious alli­

ance with France, and placed our indepen­

dence upon the fhoulders o f a great and pow­

erful nation ; but in other refpeds it furniihed 

no inftance o f  very fignal fuccefs. It clofed 
with an ineffectual attempt to difpoffefs the 

enemy of Newport.

Our railed expeditions o f  peace in 1779 

were difappointed, and the flattering hopes we 
had entertained, vanifhed. T hat year proved 

fruitful o f calamities. A  predatory, diftreffing 

war raged throughout the Continent. T h is  

State fuitained the heavy difafter at Penobfcot ; 

feven towns in Connecticut were deftroyed ; 

the enemy took poffeffion o f  Georgia, and 

threatened the other fouthern States.

In 1 7 80 our misfortunes multiplied apace, and 

after the lofs o f  Charleftown, the defeat o f  G e ­

neral Gates at Camden, and the fuccefs o f  the 
enemy o f over-running the fouthern States,our 

affairs feemed to be tottering on the brink of 

ruin. T he dejeftion o f  the public was at no 
time greater than towards the clofe o f  that 

year. Our many Ioffes, increafed burdens, and
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the wretched ftate o f  our finances raifedappre- 

henfions in minds that had before beenfanguine.

But 1781 gave another turn to our affairs, 
reverfed the fortune o f  the war, and ended in 

another glorious triumph in the capture o f  

Cornwallis, by  the combined forces o f  France 
and America.

T h is  wonderful fuccefs effected, in the fol­
lowing year, the downfall o f  that wicked fet o f  

Miniiters in Britain, who firft kindled the flames 

ot war, and had hitherto, with a furprizing ob- 

ftinacy, perfifted in difturbing the peace not on^ 

ly  o f  Am erica but a great part o f  Europe. T h is  

change o f  men led us to expedf a change o f  

meafures, and to hope that the dawn o f  peace 

was not far diftant. T h is  hope, however, was 

mingled with m any fears, occafioned by the fe- 

vere blow upon our allies in the Weft: Indies and 

their misfortunes at Gibraltar. And though in 

Am erica, there was no a d ive  campaign by land, 

y e t  by  fea, the depredations on our trade con- 

tinued,and were as great, ifnotgreaterthan ever-
T h e  prifon fhips o f  our enemies were fillea  

with our unfortunate feamen, where they were 

expofed to fuffocation and death by  the ftench 

and miferies o f  their confinement.

Through the whole courfe o f  the war, how 

were our feelings wounded, when we reflected 

on die cruelties infiifted upon multitudes o f  our

B  people
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people (hut xip in thofe floating dungeons o f  in­

fection and difeafe; ofm ifery and defpair! T h e  

accounts we have had o f  their fufferings, were 

enough to harrow every bofom fufceptible o f  

the feelings o f  humanity. W h ofe  blood is not 

chilled at the recollection o f  a fon, a brother, 
or a friend, thruft into thofe gloomy regions ; 

where “  no refreihing breezes entered;” where 

poifonous exhalations were continually drawn 

in, and “  the tainted element was charged with 

peftilence and death !”  How many thoufands 
o f  our brethren have periihed in the prifons oi 
the enemy ! and of thofe who efcaped from 
them alive, what a large proportion efcaped
only to exhibit pining fkeletons to their afflict­

ed friends, fpecim ensof the cruelties they have 

fuffered ; and then to fall victims to the difeafe 

they had brought with them from their con­

finement !
But, bleffed be God! the fcenes ofm ifery and 

diitrefs are now happily clofed. Our work is 
done. T h e  moft complete and glorious revolu­
tion the world ever beheld, is accomplifhed. 
T h e  ftorm o f war is diffipated. T h e  clouds are 
fcattered— T h ç.years wherein we havefeen evil, 
are rolled away. T he prefent uihers in happier 
times, and reflores peace to a bleeding world.

And do we live, my brethren, to behold this
happy, this long defired day, this glorious event !

Do we live to fee our country free and indepen­
dent,
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dent, its fovereignty acknowledged even by 

thofe, vvhofe rage to fubdue us fet the world in 

flames ! D o  w e behold th e re lu & a n t tyrant o f  

Britain relinquifhing for h im fe lf  and his heirs 

for ever all claim todominion over thefe States ? 

H ow  many o fo u r friends and neighbours have 
defired to fee the things which we fee and have not 

feen them ? H ow  confiderable a part o f  the in­
habitants o f  this town have been added to the 

congregation o f  the dead fince the fad conteil 

began ? W h at gratitude to the great Lord o f  

life , fhould you and I feel, for fupporting us 

through all our private and public diltreiles, to 

behold this jo y fu l conclufion, the year o f  our 

country’s redemption !

W h en  a quarrel is made up and pafîîon is 

fubfided, it becomes the parties who have been 

at variance, nations as wrell as individuals, fe- 

rioufly to refled: whether they were the culpa­

ble aggreifors. For even fuccefs in an unjuít. 

caufe, calls for mourning and repentance ra­

ther than for jo y  and thankfgiving. A  w idely 

extended defolation has been made, innumera­
ble calamities produced, and m any, many thou- 

fandsoflives facrificed in the late conteil : T h eir  

blood ftill crieth from the ground. T h at it doth 
not cry againft our country, is furely a moll 
pleafing reflexion, a circumftance which great­

ly  heightens the jo y  o f  the prefent occaiion. 

“  Heaven and Earth,”  faid a celebrated divine

B <z ’ • on
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on a memorable occaíion * ; “  Heaven and earth 
“  can bear witnefs that thefe States are inno- 

“  cent o f  the blood that hath been ihed, and 

“  the miferies diifufed by this unrighteous war.

“  W e  have ftood upon the ground o f  juftice,
“  honour, and liberty, and aded  merely a de- 

“  fenfive part. Not unreafonable in our de- 

“  mands, not violent in our councils, not pre- 

“  cipitate in our conduól, our “  moderation 

“  has been known to all men ; and without re- 

“  fufing a iingle claim that Britain could in e- 

“  quity make upon us, our perfons, our pro- 

“  perty, our rights have been invaded in every 
“  ftep that led to this revolution.— Upon our 

“  prefent independence, fweet and valuable as 

“  the bleifmg is, we may read the infcription, 

“  /  mn found of them that fought me not."
- It was not from a fpirit o f  fedition, it was not 

from pride or caprice, that we afpired to fove- 
reignty. T h e  nation that claimed to be the mo- 

ther-country, with her own hands, violently 
broke every bond o f  union between us ; and by 
her oppreffiori and unrelenting cruelty, thruil 
us out from the family o f  which we once were 
a part. And when, with lupplicating hands, we 

begged to be rellored, only on condition o f  en­
joying equal privileges with theother members, 
ihe, with a provoking iniblence, refufed us a 
hearing, and anfwered only at the mouth o f  her

cannon.
*  D r. C o o p e r , at the Commencement o f  the Conftitution.
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cannon. W itnefs the fate o f  the petitions of 

Congrefs to the K ing, and their addreifes to the 

people o f  England in th ey e a cs  17 7.4 and 1775- 

T h e  manner, in  w hich thofe m anly, yet decent 

and re fp e ilfu l applications w ere rejected, will 

remain to all ages a proof o f  the pride, injuftice 

and cruelty  o f  our late enemies, and o f  the ne- 

ceffity w e w ere under o f  a final feparation irom  

them. In the-flrong language o f  the Author o f  

Com m on Senfe, <c the moil unoffending hum i­

lity  was tortured into rage, and the infancy o f  

e x ig en ce  made to w eep.”

It was the cruel wrongs w e fuilained that 

brought the Continent to unite in that aót which 

gave  us rank among the nations o f  the world. 

A nd how  far thefe nations were from grudging 

us the diilindlion, or from condemning our mea- 
fures, foon appeared in the countenance they 

gave us, in their univerfal good wifhes towards 

us, and in the fignal aid which many o f  them 

afforded us. And even from Britain herfelf, 
irom fome of her wifeil and beil men, w e have 

had, from the beginning, many firong teftimo- 

nials to the ju l l ic e o f  our csufe. Y o u  may find 

them in numbers o f  their moil ingenious pu bli­

cations, and in a multitude o f  parliamentary 

ipeeches and protefls.
But the approbation o f  the whole world is not 

fo iatisfying as that o f  our own confciences.
■ D eep ly  as we regret the manifold and long con­

tinued



tinued calamities o f  the late war, yet, upon an 

impartial review o f  the part we have aóted, we 

are confident, that the guilt o f  them does not lie 
at our door; that the woe denounced againft thofe 

by whom offences come, does not hang over us. 
tro m  the principles both o f  reafon and fcrip- 

ture we were affured that our caufe was juft and 

righteous, and fuch as we could, with a clear 

confcience and in the exercife o f faith, heartily 
recommend to the God o f  Juftice, and implore 
his providence to blefs and profper. T o  Him 

w e made our folemn appeal, and fent up our 

earneft cries. Befides many days o f  prayer fet 
apart by authority during the courfe o f  our long 

itruggle, innumerable fervent petitions were, 
every day, going up to heaven for fuccefs : T h e

■ Pray ing people in general through the land 
made it a part o f  their daily addreiTes to the 

throne o f  grace. Nor did they pray in vain. 

T h e  irreligious and unbelieving may laugh ; but, 

the fcorn o f  infidels be to themfelves; our pray­
ers were heard in heaven. And God hath done 

for us equal and above what we could aik or 
think, both in fupporting us in the day o f  our 
dillrefs, and in his own good time, putting a 

period to our trials, and bringing us, out o f  the 

furnanceof affii&ion. It becomes us, therefore, 
on this day, to pay our vows to the Lord, and

offer him the facrifice o f  thankfeivine.

What
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W h a t a glow o f  love and gratitude ihould w e 

feel for the fupport, protection and fuccefs 

vouchfafed us through the various perils and 

viciifitudes o f  the war ! W e  cannot refleit up­

on our defencelefs fituation when this judgm ent 

befell us, without adoring the divine goodnefs 

that it did not prove our fpeedy and entire 

ruin. No people perhaps were ever taken at 

greater difadvantages, and under worfe circum- 

ftances to defend themfelves againft fo pow er­

fu l an invafion. U nknow n to, and unconnect­

ed with, any foreign power, vulnerable on all 

fides— our trade the prey o f  the enem y’s crui- 

fers, our fea-ports and the whole length o f  our 

coaft expofed to their continual infults our 

frontiers naked and open to the barbarous de- 

folation o f  favages from the wildernefs, which 

Britiih cruelty had itirred up againit us, liable 
to internal divifion— feveral provinces fwarm- 

ing with fecret enemies and traitors ever b u ly  

in difconcerting every meafure taken for the 

common fafety— at the fame time, deftitute 

o f  all kinds o f  military flores, o f  every thing 

that “  could promife fuccefs in w ar,”  we had 
no other rational dépendance but the juitice o f  

our caufe and the protection o f  heaven, while 

contending with the moil formidable nation in 

the world ; whofe fleet ruled the ocean, and 

whofe troops had been ufed to victory and con-

queft, and to fpread terror wherever they ap­
proach-
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proiched. So Unequal was the the conteft, that 

our enemies were confident o f  victory, and 

laughed at the idea o f  difappointment.

But what great things has God done for us ! 

W h ile  fo r  our fins we have been fuffe/ine the 
chaftifement o f  his juilice, we have yet feen 

this, juftice fo lenient, fo retrained and tem­

pered with compaifion, that it has evidently ap­

peared to be his f ir  ange works. In the midft o f  

judgment, what goodnefs have we all along ex­

perienced ; and how wonderfully has mercy 
triumphed over our ill deferts !

Many iignal inftances o f God’s goodneis have 

been already recounted : Many more muft be 

ftill freih in your memories. T o  his all per­
vading influence muil we gratefully afcribe it, 

that the people o f  thefe States were infpired 

with fuch a fenfe o f  the worth o f  liberty as dif- 

pofed them to unite in vigorous exertions to 
obtain it; that their minds,- through ail the vi- 

ciflitudes o f  the war, were held fteady in the 
p u rfu iio f  the great o b je & o f i t ;  that a martial 

fpirit was difFufed among their fons— that fuch 

numbers offered themfelves for their country’s 
defence; that from materials fo raw, an army 
brave, determined and faithful, was formed ; 

that this army has been animated to endure the 
uncommon hardfhips o f  the fervice with an un­

exampled patience, to exhibit inftances o f  the 

nobleft courage, and to reap laurels that have 
aftonifhed the world. But



But the gracious interpofition, o f  providence 

have been efpecially  confpicuous in feafona- 

bly  detecting dangerous plots, and confpira- 

c ies ,*  furnifliing fupplies when w e M ere in the 

greatefl: flraits, repeatedly wafting into our 

ports thofe that were coming to our enemies, 

g iving  us the fruits o f  the victories they have 

gained, by turning, in almofl: every iignal in­

stance o f  it, their fuccefs againft themfelvee, 

and in bringing one European nation after ano­

ther to efpoufe our caufe and fight our battles; 

b y  whofe aififtance peace is at length obtained.

W ith  what holy jo y  fhould w epraife  the di­

vine goodnefsfor this ineftimable blefling, and 
for bringing about a peace fo highly advantage­

ous and honourable u, our country ! T h e  E g y p ­
tian Pharaoh was not more loth to part with 

his H ebrew Haves, than the Britifh court to 

g ive  up their once American fubjects. B y  a fe- 

nes ofmiracles were the Ifraelitesrefcued from 
t e  houfe oi bondage. And by a feries o f  pro­

vidential wonder, have the Americans emerg­

ed from oppreflion, and rifen to liberty and in­

dependence. That the fpirit o f  at once the 
haughtiert and the moil powerful nation in the 
uorld fhould, in the courfe o f  a few  years, be

C  f o

*  Nothing could more pointedly marfc the watchful care

th" maVCn f u  the.P rel>rvation Ofthefe infant States, than 
the manner o f  bringing to light, at fo critical a ju n ftu re, the

dark treachery and deep laid plot o f  the infamous A rndd.
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fo humbled as to confent to the difmember- 

m entofh er empire, and give her own iancVion 
to the blow that l o p p e d  o f f  thirteen fiouriihing 

provinces, is furely the Lord's doing, and may 

well be marvellous in our eyes.

In other refpeóts, the terms of pacification 

are greatly in our favour.'. It was not without 
reafon that many o f  our wife men feared that, 

at the conclufion o f  the war, though our inde­
pendence fhould be obtained, yet it \v'Q\ild be 

limited to the territory we already poifeifed ; 

that thefe northern ftates, deprived o f  Úiefíft1- 

ery, fo important to our commercial interefts, 
would be in danger o f finking into poverty and 

infignificance ; and to complete the mortifica­

tion, would be obliged to refund the confifcat- 
ed eftates o f thofe whohaye fided with the ene­

m y. But, thanks be to God, and under him, to 
thofe able and faithful negociatorsby whofe in­
fluence and management, we have attained our 

utmoft wiih.es in each o f  thefe important arti­

cles.' Indeed, we have, what rarely happens to 
any nation, fuch a peace as feems tobeuniver- 

fally fatisfa&ory to the friends o f  America.

W hat a further call is this upon our grati­
tude ? How thankful fhould we be for the pre- 
fent pleafing profpefts before us ! Had the con- 

teft ended in our fubjugation, in the accom- 
plifhment o f  the defigns o f  our late enemies

againft us ; gracious heaven ! what matter for
hor-



horrible defcription would fuch an event have 

furniihed ? A  flourifhing country ruined; its 

young m en dead in battle ; its old men droop­

ing under inconiolable g rie f; widows and ta- 

therlefs children multiplied in abundance— and 

all expo fed to the injuries and infults o f  a v ic­

torious, haughty and unrelenting enem y ; its 

worthieil patriots and braveft heroes deilined 

to the ax and to the halter ; its bafe betrayers 

fw arm ing back, with an infufferable infolence, 

to exult over their vaniquifhed brethren, and 

riot in their forfeited poiTeiTions ; its clergy dri­
ven into corners, filenced, or harralTed with 

profecutions, under pretence o f  their having 

been fomenters o f  the late rebellion ; its fchools 

and feminaries o f  learning frowned upon, as 

nurferiesoffedition ; meafures taken to let the 

people fink into ignorance and fuperilition, 

that they might the more patiently bear the 

y o k e  o f  ilavery ;— all the affairs o f  the country 

fo con duced  as to be rendered fubfervient on­

ly  to the intereils o f  the conquerors— that the 

minions and dependants o f  the court might 

reap the fruits o f  honeft induftry : an army or 
foreigners, maintained at the expence o f  the 
inhabitants, in poiTeifion o f  all the fortified 

poils, to keep the country in awe, and exe­

cute the decrees o f  a tyrant.------ Laws and re­

gulations made, all calculated to extinguifh 

any remaining fparks o f  liberty, to render the

C  z  minds
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• minds o f  the people abjeCl and flaviih, to cramp 
a fpirit o f  enterprize, and prevent the culti­
vation o f  arts, manufactures and knowledge; 

the landed property parcelled out among the 

favourites of the court, and the former poilef- 

i.ors made tenants o f  what they were once the 
o\\ s . Say not, that Britons were incapable 

or fuch injuitice. T h e  fcenes o f  mifery and 

cruelty which have marked the progrefsof 
their arms through every campaign, and been 
invariably exhibited, wherever they have 

mad^ but a temporary conqueft, leave us no 

room to doubt wnat fcope they would have g i­

ven to their vindictive refentment, had their 

power been equal to their malice, and fuccefs 
anfweied their wiib.es. A t this moment, you 
might have feen your pofieffions in the hands 

ofitrangers, yourfelvesand children reduced to 

the condition o f  ilaves, the chains rivetted up^ 
on you and no poffible method left to throw them 
o ff— 1  he fpirit o f  the country humbled and 
fubdued, we might have been obliged to behold 
the cruelty, hjft and brutality o f  lawlefs pow­

er, to hear the groans o f  the opprefled, to fee 
the tears o f the afflicted, and feel our own mi-> 
feries without daring to complain.

That during the late Itruggle, we have been 
in danger o f  the horrors o f  fuch a conclufion, 
tye cannot deny. That our offences ngainil 

heaven would have vindicated the divine juf-

tice



«

nee in bringing them upon us, w e muft alfa  

acknowledge. But m ercy  is the darling attri­

bute o f  the D eity . He hath no pleafure in thé 

death offinners. H e deligh-tS'in being the pa*- 

tron o f  the opprefled. O ur neceffity was his 

opportunity. T o  him who is abundant in m er­

c y  and goodnefs, are we indebted f c f  the pre­

fent delightful contrail to this pifture o f  horror ! 

T o  him are we indebted, that our latediftrefles 

have not proved the agonies o f  diflblution and 

death, but the pangs o f  a jo y fu l birth, o f  nati­

onal exiflenee ! T h ro ’ the divine goodnefs we 

m ay accommodate to our country the language 

o f  the prophet, and fay, Behold ! a nation hath 

been bcrn in a day !— who hath heard fuch a thing ?  

who hath feen fuch things ? — For asfoon as A m eriJ 

ca travailed, fl:e brought forth.-*—Rejàice and be 

glad with her, all ye who love her: rejoice fo r  joy 
with her, all ye who mourned for  her.

Heaven has carried us through the gloom y 
v/ildernefs o f  trouble, and at length raifed us 

to a delightful eminence where we look around, 

and on every fide a pleafing profped: opens be­
fore us. On the one part, we fuck the abundance 

o f the fea , and o f the treafures hid in the fand : 
W e  have many hundred leagues o f  fea coaft 

for the advantages o f  trade. No longer confin­
ed to one market, our commerce receives an 

unbounded extenfion. T h e  ports o f  all nations 

are open for the welcome reception o f  our flag;

and
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and the various treafures o f  the globe prefent 

themfelves as the objeds o f  our traffick.

And on the other part, we have nearly all 

.the climates in the world, an immenfe extent 

o f  territory for new fettlements and toferve the 

purpofes o f  population. W e  are become the 
proprietors, the fovereigns o f  a vail continent 
fufficient to afford ample means o f  fubfiilence 

to many, many millions o f  people. A t prefent 

we are but beginning to take poifeifion o f  our 
inheritance ; but a fmall part o f  it is under cul­

tivation. Human labour and art have as yet 
done but little towards fubduing and polifhing 

this new world. Immenfe tra&s o f  fertile foil 

ilill remain in that ilate ofwildernefs in which 

nature hath left them, covered with vaft forefts, 

the dark retreats o f  favage beafts and favage 

men. Every year however enlarges the bounds 
o f  improvement, and extends our fettlements. 
And how rapid, we may fuppofe, will be their 
suture increafe ! W ife  and juit political infti- 
tutions, a free and happy government will en­

courage that induftry which turns the wilder nefs 
into a fruitful field, and caufes the defert to blojjom 
as arofe. Such agovernment too, will nourifha 
fpirit o f  enterprife and the improvement o f  all 
thofe arts which tend to fweeten and adorn hu­
man life: It will open and expand the mind, 

infpire it with a fenfe oi dignity, and with an 
abhorrence o f  thofe mean and bafe vices which

fervility
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iervility engenders; it w ill watch over the man­

ners o f  the people, and cherifh and ftrengthen 

the focial virtues by all the aid which human 

laws and authority can give. A n d  adored by  
the divine goodnefs, by the late revolution, 

füch a governm ent is now our boaft and glory. 

It is this that endears to us our country. Foi  ̂
what is our country? It is a foil o f  w hich, tho 

w e m ay be the prefent poffeitors, w e can call 

no part our' own? or the air in which w e firft 

drew  our breath, from which we may be con­

fined in a dungeon— at the pleafure o f  a ty ­
rant ? Is not a country a conftitution— an efta- 

blifhed frame o f  laws ; o f  which a man may fay, 

“  W e  are here united in fociety for our com ­

mon fecurity and happinefs. T h e fe  fields and 

thefe fruits are m y own : T h e  regulations un­

der which I live are m y own ; I am not only a 

proprietor in the foil, but am part o f  the fove- 

reignty o f  m y country.” — In fuch an attitude 
human nature appears with its proper dignity 

On fuch a bafis, life, and all that fweetens and 

adorns it, may reft with as much fecurity as 
human imperfection can poflibly admit. Such 
are the ineftimable bleflings and privileges oi 
Independence and o f  our prefent happy Confti­

tution, and all the fruit o f  our late ftruggle.
It becomes us then, m y brethren, on this day

to adore the wifdom as well as goodnefs o f  the

Ruler o f  the world in bringing good out o f  evil,
and
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and caufing t he. •wrath o f man topraife him. W on ­

derful are the difpofals o f  Providence in fo di­

recting the' courfe o f  events as to take the wife 
tn-their, onun craft inef.i, and carry the coutifel of the 

jroïvard headlong-. Shall we not admire that di­

vine fuperintendency which makes the unruly 

paihons o f  the wicked inftrumental not only to 

the fubverfionof their defigns, but to the bring­

ing about eventstfe  moft contrary to their views 

anci wiibes ? 1  f a  cruelty o f  Joieph’s brethren 

made way for that advancement o f  him above 

them\ whlch :lt was intended to prevent. Ha- 
m m 3 plot to rum Mordecai, and extirpate his 

people, was-over-ruled to bring about 'the pre­
ferment o f  the one, and-thé triumph o f  the other 
oyer all their enemies. Pharoah, byincreafing

• their burdens, haftened the emancipation o f  the
Ilraehtes And thus Britain, by her injuftice

f  p- g to enilave America,
ias eftablifoed our freedom and independence 

Phave ever been inclined to think with one o f  

our political-wmers, that it was, in the begin- 

n«ng, themtention (not o f  the nation but) o f  the 

individuals who compofed the Britiih cabinet,-' 
oquarrehvith America at all events. T h e v  

had no doubt o f  fuccefs, i f  they could once
bring it to.the iiTue of a battle>; and ^

petted from conqueft, what they could neither

íon T h“  v eCenCyn°r h°pe f0r'b>'nego«a- 
î- n. 1  he whole trouble o f  government would

have

[ [  24 ]  j



hâve ceafcd in a v i& o ry , and a final end been 

put to remonftrance and debate.— T h e y  hoped 

for a rebellion, and they made one. T h e y  e x ­

pected a declaration o f  independence, and they 

were not difappointed. But after this, they 

looked for victory, and obtained a defeat.”  
T h e y  meant to lay us proftrate under them, but 

heaven has given us a triumph over them. T h e y  

were fnared in the works o f their own hands— and 

their own wlckednefs has correfled them. 'T h rou gh  

the whole, they have been the unconfcious mi- 

nifters o f  the A lm igh ty  in haftening on a revo­

lution which was moil: oppofite to their views 
and intentions, w hich all their exertions w ere 

intended to prevent ; but which notwithftand- 

ing, would not and probably could not for m any 

years yet to come, have been effected, had it 

not have been for the injuftice and cruelty o f  

thofe exertions. T h u s  the gracious purpofes 

o f  heaven are eftabliihed on the ruin o f  the 

w icked devices o f  men. A llelu ia! For the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. H e giveth Jlrength and 

viftory to his people ; he cloatketh them with fa lva- 

tion.
In other refpecfts heaven has made the late 

conteftthe occafiono igood. It has fum ifhed an 

opportunity for mankind to fhow them'elves. 
W h ile  it has expofed the vices o f  the wicked, it 

has improved and fignalized the virtues o f  the 
good. It has made room for fome o f  the nobleil

D  exer-
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exertions o f  the human mind, called forth the 

latent powers o f  the foul and difplayed them to 

public view. It has given occafion for the trial 

and exercife o f  the fuffering graces. And how 

many bright examples o f  fortitude, conftancy, 

patience and perfeverance i na j uf t  caufe has it 

produced ? W hat an illuftrious band o f  patriots 

and heroes has it formed, called forth and e x ­

hibited upon the theatre o f  the world— names 

and characters which would otherwife never 

have been known, but are now admired as the 

lights of the world, and rendered immortal in the 
annals o f  fame ?

W e  regret the thoufands who fell in the itrug- 
gle, and whofe blood was the price o f  what we 
now enjoy : But many even o f  their namesderive 

aluilre from the caufe in which they fuffered, 
that will be laiting as time— laurels that will nej  
ver wither. “  Liberty wept over their tombs,” 

and they are embalmed in the memory o f  her 
grateful fons. Form, fays the Abbe Raynal, 
a political calander, marking.each day by the 
name o f  fome hero, who has fpilt his blood to 
fet you free. Your pofteriîy ihall one day read 

them with jo y  : Thefe, ihall it fay, behold, thefe 
were the men who gave liberty to half a world ; 
and who, charging themfelves with our happi- 
nefs, before we had exiílence' faved our infant 

flumbers from being difturbed and terrified by 
the clank o f  chains.”

I he price at which we have purchafed free­

dom
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dom h as ftruck attentive nations with fijrprifç, 

and put many o f  them upon confidering its va­

lue. OppreiTed Ireland has feized the opportu­

nity, and already thrown o ff  the yoke. O ur fuc- 

cefs is  an encouragement to all who figh for li­

berty, and an alarmto tyrants through the world. 

Millions o f  Haves in Europe will tare the better, 

and be treated with more moderation and leni­

ty , in confequence o f  the revolution in A m e­

rica. W e  know not to what diilant countries 

and diftant ages the happy effects o f  this great 

event m av reach. T h e  blood and treafure ex- 
*

pended b y  us, w ill not be ill laid out, i f  they 

are the means o f  diffuling light and liberty in 

the world.—rBut itill we blufh for the difhonour 
and depravity o f  human nature, thatfuchm eans 

are fo frequently neceffary to feeure the rights 

o f  mankind and lay the bafis o f  facial happi- 

nefs. W hat fad work do the unruly paffions of 

men make in the world ? H ow  fatal are the e f­

fects o f  pride, ambition, avarice and revenge ! 

Alas ! what has Britain got b y  all that train oi 

calamities fhe has occaiioned to the inhabitants 

on both fides o f  the Atlantic ?— difgrace to her 

arms, deftru&ion to her people, and the dif- 

memberment o f  her empire, with the addition 

o f  a hundred millions to her debt, and the guilt 

o f  all the evils and miferies fhe has fo confiant- 
ly  produced. God grant, that thefe things may 

prove a leifon to princes and ilatefmen, and 

render them more cautious how they invade
D  2 the
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the rights o f  their brethren and neighbours !

Let us, my hearers, on this occafion, make it 

ourearnefl: prayer to Heaven, that more juft and 

, equitable, more wife and benevolent counfels 

m ay prevail among thofe w ho guide the affairs 

of ftates and nations. A t the fame time, let it be 

our care to guard againft the motions and im- 
pulfe o f  thofe paffions and lufts in ourfelves 

which are produftive o f fuch dreadful and fttal 

effe&s. W e  ihould not only ftandat thegreateft 

diftancefrom thefe,butit is a matter o f  the high- 
eft concern, and what I would earneftly recom­

mend.

That in our refpe&ive places and flations we 

exert our utmoil influence to cultivate peace 

and union amongourfelves, andtherifh all thofe 

virtues which tend to national ftrength, honour 
and profperity. Since the fettlement o f  his own 

favoured nation in Canaan, providence has 

given to no people a fairer opportunity to fe- 
cure national felicity, than is now held forth to 
us. T hefe  united States have come into' exif- 
tence at a time when the quality of liberty, and 

the rights Or human nature are defined and un- 
derítood : W e have had the W ifdom  and expe­

rience o f  all former ages together with the dif- 

coveries o f  the prefent, to diredl us in laying 

the foundations o f our Republic. T h e  eyes o f  
the wrorldare now turned upon us, to fee in what 
mannerwerear thefuperftrudure, and whatufe 

we make o f  that liberty we have been fo earnefl
to



to obtain. W ith us it lies to give an exam ple, 

whether mankind are capable o f  freedom ! 

W h ether the juftice, good faith, peace and 

happinefs o f  the Com m unity are fafer and beit 

promoted, when the power is ultimately lodged 

in the hands o f  the people, or w hen it refides 

in a M ailer over them ? A  moment’s reflection 

w ill render it fufficientlyobvious, that w'here all 

pow'er is derived from the people, every thing 

m uil depend upon their knowledge and virtue. 

I f  they are ignorant and vicious, abandoned to 

ldlenefs,. pride and extravagance ; i f  th ey  

■are felfifh and fraudulent, diforderly and fac­

tious, impious towards G od and unjuft and in­
jurious towards one another— all m uil be an­

archy and confufion, riot and licentioufnefs, 
where fuch a people hold the powders o f  go­

vernment. T h e re  is no monarchy that is not 

preferable to fuch a Republic : T h e re  is no 
tyranny that is not more tolerable than fuch a 

pretended liberty.
It has often been faid, that virtue is the fpirit 

o f a republic, and eflential to the prefervation o f  

freedom. G od forbid then, that by  vice and ir­

réligion, we fhould throw away thebleilings and 

privileges which have been fo dearly purchafed. 

Let us guard againit the allurements to pride 
anda vain parade, againil a ta ile fo r  luxury and 
pleafurable expence ; for thefe not only ener­

vate the mind, but eat out the vitals of the ilate.
A ll  a d s  o f  private and public injuflice, all brea­

ches

C 29 ]



ehes o f  faith and ufe o f deceitful and fraudulent 

arts, are alfo to be guarded againft ; for thefe 

engender murmurings and complaints, divi- 
fions and animofities.

Let it be our care, to live by thofe rules o f  

prudence and good oeconomy which tend to the 

general weal. Letusçherifh  the virtuesof tem­
perance, frugality, indufrry and a public fpirit. 
L et thefe things be efpecially inculcated upon the 

rifing generation. 1 here cannot be too much 

care and attention paid to the eduçation o f  youth ; 

that their hands may be early inured to the prac­

tice o f  the ufeful arts o f  life, their minds fur- 
nifhed with ufeful knowledge, and their tem­

pers formed to early habits o f  virtue and piety.

And let it be the endeavour o f  us all, each one 

for himfelf, and fo far as his influence extends, 

for others too, that all may lead a quiet and peace­
able life in allgoQdnefs and honeJlyy diligently and 
uniformly praótifing that righteoufnefs which ex­
alt eth a nation. Let us, my brethren, become 

real andiincere Cbriflians. Vital chriilianity will 
iecure and hold us fteady in a courfe o f  right 

£onducl to promote our own and the public wel- 

iare. W e wear the chriflian name, but that we 

might have the thing itfelf ', is the end aimed at 

by providence in all its dealings with us. For 
thisy we have, in times pail, been held in the cords 
of afjliflion ; for this, we are now drawn by the 
bands of love. T. hat our hearts might be humbl­
ed and broken in contrition and repentance, we

have
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have, à i  former years, feen evil: and that they 

m ight be foftened and melted into love and o- 

bedience to G od our Saviour, the prefent year 

is crowned with his goodnefs. I f  it has not this ef- 

f e d ,  confequences more terrible and alarming 

are to be dreaded, than the mere lofs o f  our li­

berties as a people, or o f  our temporal happi- 

riefs and profperity as individuals. O ur intereft 

in the events o f  the prefent life is com parative­

ly  imall and trifling. W e  have b u t a  tranlitory 

abode on earth, a fhort add precarious connec­

tion with the prefent world. T im e  is fw iftly  
bearing us on to the point o f  a final and everlaft- 

ing adieu to all the objects and concerns which 

now fo much engrofs our thoughts and fo ftrong- 

ly  agitate our hopes and fears. Soon lhall w e 

meet that deftined period when all will vanifli as 
a phantom and feem asan idle dream. Nothing 

will then remain with, or accom pany us, but 

the anguifli and remorfe, or the fatisfaction and 

comfort refulting from the confcioufnefs o f  a 
w ell, or ill improvement ot our prefent advan­
tages, opportunities and mercies.

M ay  God Alm ighty, whofe arm hath done 

great things for us, and whofe goodnefs not on­

ly  annually but daily loadeih us with benefits, add 

to the bleflings o f  his providence, the gifts o f  his 

grace, and pour out his fpirit in plentiful efFu- 

fions upon each one o f  us, upon the people o f  
this, and o f  all the United Sfates, and difpofe 

tis univerfally to the love and practice o f  that
holy
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holy reiigiori which breathes peace on earth, and 

goodwill towards men! M ay heblefs and reward 

thofe brave men who have jeoparded their lives 

in the defence o f  our rights; and incline the 

hearts o f  a grateful country to do them ample 

juftice ! M ay He fhower his bleifmgs upon thofe 
princes and nations who have generoufly ef- 

poufed our caufe, and by whofe aid we have 

obtained liberty, independence and peace : in 

return for aififting us to civil liberty, may He 

blefs them with fpiritual freedom, with the full 

enjoyment o f  the glorious liberty of the j j s  of 

God! M ay He even blefs our late enemies in 

turning them from all their iniquities, pardoning 
the wrongs they have committed againft us, 
and againft the rights o f  human nature, reftor- 

ing them to their former glory and profperity, 
i. and making them again a happy nation ! May 

He take thefe United States into his holy pro­

tection, perfect and eftabliih their union reftore 
their credit, truth and juftice, compleat their 
Profperity, making them the afylum o f  liberty, 

the nurfery o f  arts and knowledge, and (above 

all) o f  unfeigned chriftian piety ; that through 
fucceffive ages they may continue to be diftin- 

guifhed by his favour and guardianfhip, as the 

glory o f all lands, and the joy of the whole earth! 
'— And let all the people fay, AM EN.

F I N I S .


