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"INTRODUCTION,

-\; \f HOEVER attempts -to give an
account of public tranfaétions thould be above
the reach and power of hope, and fear, and all
kinds of INTEREsT; that he may always
dare to fpeak the truth, and write of all with=
out prejudice, religioufly obferving never to
abufe the public faith, but to guard againft the
bias and affeGtions of thofe who would en-
deavour to impofe on him by falfe or exagge~
rated reports. = He fhould not confine him{elf
to a bare recital of the actions of men, but to
lay open the motives and principles from which
they took theirrife, and upon which they pro-
ceeded to their final iffues. When in public
tranfactions in which all parties are concerned,
fome perfons make themf{elves more con{picu-~
ous thanothers, it is not barely {ufficientto men-
tion their names. 'The hearts of fuch aéors
muft be laid open. The reader muft be let
ito their moft important motives and defigns,
and favoured with a fight of thofe fecret {prings
which moved them to the enterprize whether
it fucceeded or mifcarried. He thould be d/~
nterefted himfelf, and attribute no bad motives

A 2 to



o

to perfons whofe-a&tions could bear a favour<
able conftruction ; when he is convinced that
they had 7o intereft in interfering in thofe
{cenes of diforder and tumult which he chufes

for the fubject of his narrative.

Upon thofe principles the Lord Bifhop of
Cloyne fhould have proceeded when he méro-
duced me on the ftage after bis account of the
difturbances in the fouth of Ireland. ~Diftur-
bances which difgraced the nation, by the
manner in which they were heightened in the
foreign prints, painting us in a ftate of barba-
rifm and rebellion, and which.however unjuf-
tifiable, yet borrow (in the county of Cork at
leaft) their importance more from the colour-
ings of exaggerating writers, than from any
fignal or fingular event which would fuit the
dignity of the hiftorian’s pencil. It is true
that public tranfactions {hould be recorded,
though the characters which appear on the
{cene, are far from-being illuftrious. The
Roman hiftorians have tranfmitted to pofte-
rity the war of the faves. And the Right
Reverend Bithop of Cloyne has favoured the
public with'a general account of the operations
of the Munfler rabble. But he differs widely
from the patterns after whom he fhould
have copied. For however unworthy of the
hiftorians pen the exploits of /babby heroes may
appear, yet when he hands their atchievements
down' to pofterity, he fhould paint them in

their
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theif proper colours, and range them under their
refpeilive banners. When Tacitus defcribes
the revolt of the Pannonian legions, incited
to fedition by Perfennius, a common foldier,
and the Caprain Right of his time, he informs
his readers of that incendiary’s profefion. But
when the Bithop of Cloyne promuies, in his
title-page, A general Account of the Infurrec-
tions in the South of Ireland, with “their rife
and progrefs, he leads all his vrarriors into the
field -in the fame wniform. They are all 2
popifh mob difarming Proteflants to overthrow
the eftablifbed religion. Inthis affertion I thall
take the liberty of differing in opinion from
the Bifhop, with the fame freedom that Le-
fley, a diffenting minifter, contradicted Arch-
bifhop King, when' that prelate wrote his
Hiftory of the ftate of the Proteftants in Ire-
land under James the Second; and as Bevel
Higgons, a gentleman of the eftablithed re-
ligion, differed widely in opinion from Bithop
Burnet, when ke wrote the Hiflory of biy own
Times.

Happy ! if I could difcover nothing repre«
henfible in"the Bithop of Cloyne’s pamphlet,
but hifforical inaccuracy ! ‘It would affect me
no more than fome of the ftories of Herodotus,
who was {o liable to mifinformation.  For a
mob'is a meb, whether they be Proteffants or
P GP?{:‘ A Popifb mob may crop horfes and
bura ricks of corn in Ireland ; aud a Proseflant

A3 " mob
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mok may burn houfes and attempt to plunder
the bank in London. It is the crime, not the
religion of the eriminal, which difturbs the
peace of fociety, and is punifhable by the laws.

But when I fee myfelf perfonally attacked
in the Bifhop’s pamphlet, and what concerns
me more than any perfonal injury, my; religion
~glanced at as inconfiftant with the fecurity of
the ftate : when I fee Catholic prelates, who
are an ornament to the age, wounded by an
intimation that their allegiance to their King
in temporals is a prevarication of their obe-
dience to their fupreme paftor in {pirituals.
— when I fee Do&or Woodward one of
the pilots of the veflel of the eftablith’d re-
lLigion hanging out the fignal of diftrefs, and
crying aloud on the deck, *“THE CHURCH
<« oF JRELAND IS AT THIS PRESENT MO-
¢« MENT IN IMMINENT DANGER OF SUB-
<« ygrsioN;’ From whom? From the Di/=
fenters ready to pull down the ecclefiaflical effa-
blifbment, and theCatbolics ready to fet up their
own, that is to fay, from two claffes of {ub-
jects more interefted in improving zhirty-nine
acres of ground for the fupport of theis
families, than in abolithing the zbirty-nine
articles of Bithop Woodward’s profeflion of
faith, which however founded in the Scrip-
tures, thoufands of Proteftant Divines all over
Europe would not f{ubfcribe :  when I now
{ee the three great claffes of High-church-men,
Diffenters and Catholics, whom I have for-

merly
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merly feen to drown their religious diftinctions
in the noife of the alarm-drum, and march
under the fame banners to protect the beds of
their wives, and the cradles of their children
againft the common foe: when I fee them
now difunited, if they were mad enough to be
difunited by the croaking of controverfy, and
in {peculative points which puzzle the mind,
to forget focial friendthip which cheers and
warms the heart :* when I {ee them difunited,
or on the eve of arupture in confequence of
this alarming proclamation, truths which at
other times fhould be kept in filence for the pre-
Sfervation of harmony, muft now be brought to
public notice, Iam ata lofs what to fay. By
{fuch a declaration the Bithop acknowledges
that his pamphlet is not calculated to preferve
barmony, otherwife he would have been filent;
or his words are a riddle which muft be unra-
velled by a greater (Edipus than Mr. O’Leary.

However, as the unhappy difturbances in
the South of Ireland have afforded a pretext
for the diffolution of that harmony which
reign’d amongit the natives of this kingdom
a few years before ; and as the Catholics in
general as well as Mr. O’Leary in particular
have been mifreprefented, the following de-

- * M, O'Leary hopes that none will cavil at thefe words,
as if mtter’d by a latitudinarian. He is a ftedfaft Catholics
but is no more inclined to quarrel with any perfon on ac-
count of his religion, than to quarrel with him on account of
the colour of his clothes.

A4 fence,
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fence, in which the Infurreions are men=
tioned, is humbly fubmitted to the judgment
of the public. If Mr. O’Leary {peaks of
himfelf, it is becaufe he is perfonally attack’d.
—Every man who is put on his defence, muft

do the fame. In the courfe of his defence he
will hold up the hiftorical mirror.

If it reflects any fpecks on the faces of
fome who may behold it, let them attribute -
their deformity to themfelves.—Truth fhall
guide my pen, for the hiftorian muift be
impartial.

If I enter more deeply into the fubject than
I firft intended, it is in order to thew by
every proof which moral evidence can afford,
that the Catholics of this kingdom could not
form any defign againft either church or ftate,
as has been malicioully infinuated in feveral
Pamphlets.

Mr.
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THE unprovoked attack made on my cha-
racter, was for a long time a-myftery to others as
well as myfelf. The perufal of feveral pamphicts
at length enabled me tounfold it. The murmurs
of the lower orders againft proctors and tithe-can-
ters, induced the authors of feveral publications
(fome of whom were beneficed clergymen) to with
for a different mode for {upporting the clergy. A
mode lefs opprefiive to the poor than the collection
of tithes, attended with continual litigations ; but
a mode equaliy advantageous to the clerical pro-
feflion, and more honourable, asit would remove
every occafion of difpute between paftors and their
parithioners. This plan, however countenanced
by the moft able men in England, and by many
fenfible men of the eftablifhed church in Ireland,
magle ‘Theophilus mad, and the Bithop of Cloyne
Jomewhat-angry. ‘The alarm bell was rung by The-
ophilus, and the' prefles began to teem with the
Bifhop’s pamphlets.  Some batteries were to be er-
gected to defend the ufual mode of collecting tithes,
And on the walls of the proteftant Church were

planted
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planted the 7ufly cannons of popery to fire, and
give notice of the approach of the preended enemy.
?I'was laid down as a maxim, that in the Catholic
church, the clergy enforced the payment of tithes
jure divino: and that the clergy of the church of
Rome would refume the tithes with the affiffance of
foreign powers. 'This mafterpiece of Generalthip
fucceeded. What Lord Clarendon faid of the
reign of Charles the Firft was verified in eighty-
feven. The papifis were the moft common place, and
the butt againfi which all the arrows were direéled.
Ghilini’s* letter and the Catholic Bifhop’s confe-
cration-oath, which for many years, had flept un-
difturbed on the fhelves of College Libraries, were
roufed from their dufty pillows; and ftripped of
their long Roman drefs, introduced 1nto every
circle in an Englith garb. The arrival of thofe
foreigners, alarmed {everal on their firft appearance
as much (and with as much reafon) as the tidings
of the arrival of eight hundred Jefuits mounted on
dromedaries, alarmed the citizens of London in
the reign of Charles the Second, tho’ the /poriive
Meffenger who frightened others, knew him{elf was
fecure from the danger. '
It happened that in order to reclaim by reafon
feople who had fhaken off the yoak of authority,
told the white-boys that if they bad grievances 10
complain of, the Legiflature alone. was competent 1o re-
drefs them ; informing them at the fame lime, thatl no
ower on caylh would permit any fet of men to overiurit
eflablifbed daws by private authorily. The word griev-
ances alarmed the Bifhop, for reafons unknown to
me, but beft known to himfelf. This was the
fignal for war, as if my conduc¢t and writings had
been incentives to Sedilion.
Whilft 1 was acting the part of a loyal fubject
on the very fcene of the difturbances, my enemies
were
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were employed in publithing pamphlets in London
and Dublin. Thus at a diftance from the Capiralg
of the two Kingdoms, my charater fell a tempo-
rary facrifice to their unprovoked attacks.

Theophilus a fcurrilous barrifter, who fome
{ears before had libelled one of the firft characters in

reland, expected to fucceed Mr. Ratcliff] Judge of
the prerogative Court.  The intereft of fome of
the Bifthops was requifite to the attainment of his
end. He figured to himfelf, thata pamphlet in
favour of tithes, and fraught with {landerous in-
vectives againft the Catholics, would recommend
him ftrongly to their Lordfhips favour. It appears
by the Biihop of Cloyne's pamphlet, that he met
with that prelates approbation, fince his Lordfhip
palliates the low and abufive language of a Libeller,
by informing his readers that.a zcal for religion may
excite a certain warmih,

Theophilus wrote in a flile calculated to excite
the fears and refentment of the lower order of Pro-
teftants of cvery denomination. The Bifthop re-
ferved to himfelf the more arduous tafk of working
on the paffions of the higheft and beft informed
ranks. Asagood part of his income confifts in
tithes, he dreaded the fmalleft alteration in the
eftablifhed fyftem. ~ He forefaw that by imprefling
the minds of the rulers of the land, with the notion
of the Infurgents being a popifh meb, difarming Protef~
tants for the avowed purpofe of overturiting Church and
State, no change could be expected in favour of
people whodeferved the fevereft punithment. This
object he purfues throu%h the courfe of his pam-
phlet. o render the Catholics ftill more odious
to fuch as are willing to cavil at words, he inferts
the Catholic Bifhop’s confecration-oath in his
Appendix, and tranflates into Englifh, alonﬁ letter
from an Italian Cafuift, who mifunderitood the oatl;_
: (Y
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of Allegiance propofed to the Catholics of Ireland,

and condemned it in confequence of his ignorance
of the ftate of the queftion. ‘The caufe of the Ca=

tholics at large, being fo clofely connected withs,
. that of their clergy, the charge of /fedition proved

againft Mr. O‘Leary, would ftrengthen the accu-
fation againft the whole body.

Hence the real motives of the combined efforts
of Theophilus and the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, to
traduce Mr. O¢Leary as a fower of fedition.—~Both
tend to the fame end by different means.—The-
ophilus by barefaced, flander and fcurrility.—The
Bithop of Cloyne by addrefs and ingenuity.—The
former hurries me to the gallowsin the tatters cf a
vulgar, ignovant, low-bved clown, who. is to be can-
wonized by the agency of the bangman.* The latter
conducts me to the {fcaifold Ina decent garb,
becoming *“ 2 popular ariful orator, who like Shake-
Jpear, knows tve avenues lo the buman beart ; points
ot flvongly cud eloquently ‘their grievances o the

anfurgents, aind in bis panegyricks on fome of the protef~

tant Clergy, vefembles Mayk Antony baranguing over
Ceefar’s mangl-d bedy, andcomplimenting Bruins and bis

coifederales.” T
“The deftruction of the Roman republic, by the
fubfequent tyranny of the Caefars, was the effect of
Mark Antony’s fpeech, in confequence of the.fa-
mous confederacy between himfelf, Octavius and
Yepidus. The Bithop’s compliment is calculated
to expofe meas a confederate of white-boys for the
overthrow of my country. How far I have de-
ferved fuch a compliment, the reader may judge
after perufing the following fheets. In Mark
| Antony’s

* Mr. O¢Leary’s charafier drawn by Theophilus in the firft part
of his pamphlet.

_ + Mr. O%Leary’s charaler drawn by the Bifhop of Clovae in
s poftfcripe. i & A <o

R P
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fpeech, I recollect nothing applicable to me, except:
one line. /¥ ben the poor bave cried, Cefar bath
wept.” The application I thall never difclaime
For I can pity with Caefar without being {editious,
with Antony. ~ If this be a crime, I plead S
guilty to the charge. It is the only crime the Lord
Bithop of Cloyne can prove again{t me.. The
fenate of the nation is now aflembled. To that
awful tribunal I cite him if he has any charge to
bring forward. Were { conftious to mylelf of any
mifconduc I would not purfue himand his pam-
phlet from Cork to the very threfhold of the houfe
of Peers. His ill-grounded infinuations originate
in the fear of a commutation of tithes. The flan-
ders of Theophilus in the hope of promotion. The
Bithop merits an anfier., Theophilus deferves no

refutation but from the lafh of a Beadle.
Pray then, my Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, on what
ﬁound can you bring the charge of fedition againft
r.OLeary? Canyou ground it on his writings 2
You have garbled them ; you have mangled them ;
you had models to copy after; and imifation is no
bad help. A man attempted once to deny the re~
furrection by ‘the fame texts that eftablifhed the
beliefofit. He fuceeeded by adding a monofyllable,
placing a point of Interrogation in the room of a full
ftop, and tranfpofing a word. 'The text runs thuss
~—Surrexit. wnon eff hic. He is rifen. He is not bere,
The literary magician got rid of the difficulty by
punctuating and tranfpofing the words in the fol-
lowing. manner :—Surrexit ned Non. Ef bic. Isbe
rifen? No, He is bere. The Bifhop of Cloyne, by an,
e uﬂgcxtﬂity at mangling phrafes, changes,be way
c} $ 15 the road to the crown, into SEDITION.—
I come to the vindication of my writings, I
thall thew fimilar inftances of the Bifhop’s ingenuity,
Dr. Woodward and Ilivein the fame county. Can

The

-
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"The diffurbances took their rife in the diocefe of
Cloyne, about the month of September, 1785.
Though honoured in a perfonal acquaintance with
moft of the proteftant and catholic Gentlemen of
that diocefe, yet I wasnever there but twiceona Vi-
fit toMr. Roche, of Trabulgan, who about two years
before the commencement of the difturbances had
retired to Naples for the recovery of his health and
were 1 influenced by no other motive but the efteem
they have for me, Iam not fo void of common fenfe
as to forfeit it by an imprudent conduct. “Want of
prudence,” {ays Lord Lyttleton, ¢“is oftentimes want
of virtue,” and I would facrifice my claim to both,
if I urged a deluded multitude to their deftruction,
by encouraging them to fly in the face of efta-
biithed laws in order to deprive any perfon of the
property fecured to him by the ftate. For whom
then does the Bifhop of Cloyne take me, when, in
his Poftfcript, interlarded with the garbled paflages
of my addrefles, he throws out infinuations fo in-
jurious to my character, and attempts to palliate
them under the thin gauze of afalvo? “ 1 do not
« fay that the reverend anthor iniends to fow fedition,
« put if fuch wete bis defign.” (p. 106.) Willany man
of fenfe be fatisfied with the excufe ofa monofylla-
ble but or if? 1am not acquainted with the lower
clafles in his diocefe, though they know me from
character, as a man more inclined to lead them into
the paths of fubordination and peace, than 7 goad
them to madne/s.

I have renounced every claim to tithes by
my facred vows. The Bifhop of Cloyne then
may reft fatisfied that I never inlended 20 fow Je-
'ditim from a rapacious view to his ecclefiaftical
revenues. 1 can frankly fay with parfon Adams
to his brother Trulliber, in Ficlding’s Jofeph

Andrews,

-
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Andrews, Nibil bateo cum poreis. T bave m eall
Yo your tithe Pigs.

The Bifhop and the public muft then ac.
knowledge that I was in no manner whatever
interefted in tithes, much lefs in fomenting riots -
and diforders. But common fenfe and prudence
muft acknowledge, thata perfon in my fituation
could not with propriety ftand by as an indifferent
fpectator of tumults and diforders which threat.
ened the peace of the community, and which
1 well forefaw would be conftrued by malevo-
lence into a Popifh confederacy againft the ftate,
as Theophilus has fince conftrued it. Neither
does the Bithop of Cloyne contradict him in the
fhort and partial account he has given in his
pamphlet of rifugs which he attributes to a
Popifb mob.

From one Parith in the diocefe of Cloyne, the
difturbances began to fpread to another, and as
bad example feldom ends where it firft began,
the contagion at laft reached the borders of the
diocefe of Cork.. As a gangrene that eats
its way from the extremities of the body
to the very vitals, Captain Right’s proclamations
made their way to the very heart of the city,
about five months after they had ‘been publifhed
in the diocefe of Cloyne. On a Sunday morna
ing a feditious notice was pofted on the gate
of the parifh chapel, breathing nothing but
downright ‘difrefpect to the clergy, and inviting
fuch' as found themfelves oppreffed by pam-
pered Theologians, whole God was their -belly, and
whofe religion was a bogfbead of wine, (the _very
-words of the notice) to meet at an appomt?d
‘hour, in order to regulate their pittance according
o the Gojpel rule. That very day I was going on
bufinefs to the country, when to my furlprlfe,
: - met
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I met with numbers of common people readirng
a fimilar notice pofted up againft the gate ‘of
my own chapel.—Was it meddling with the po-
litics of this Proteflant country, as the Bifhop of
Cloyne’s favourite Theophilus upbraids me, 10
make war upon diforder and licentioufnefs 2
Or is it becaufe the Bifhop of Cloyne was filent
and paffive during the rumults which had
changed his diocefe into- a fcene of diforder and
anarchy, that I fhould be filenced by the clamour
of a mob, founding the trumpet of {edition
at the threthold of my chapel? “I deferred my
.excurfion, and at every congregation from eight
to one oclock, I enlarged upon the {candal
and impropriety of fuch proceedings pointed
out to the common people the.danger to which
they expofed themfelves, the confufion in which
they were involving the community; and made
ufe of the moft perfuafive arguments in my
ower to reclaim them. to their duty. If I
deferved to be compared to any illuftrious cha-
racer, it is not to that of Mark Antony work-
ing upon the paffions of the multitude, in order
to arm againft Brutus and his confederates, that
the Bifhop fhould have compared me. If he
intended a compliment, and wifhed to tempt
my vanity, of becoming a édeafler, he fhould
have compared me rather to Junius Blefus ap-
peafing the  Pannonian legions, who had been
urged torevolt againft their officers by a common
foldier, called Perfennius, the Captain Right of
bis Days. ¢
I thought it my duty both as a loyal fubject,
a clergy-man, and as a member of civil fociety,
to.contribute to the prefervation of public order,
and to guard the deluded multitude againft de-.
ftryction, to the utmoftof my power.
' - 5% The
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The honour and intereft of the Catholic body,
often mifreprefented and become the theme of
feurrilous or fantaftical writers, were further
incentives to my zeal. I recolleted the unre-
rited abufe given for a long time in the papers
to the Carholics, becaufe feventeen houfe-keepers
in Dublin,  had unguardedly figned a requifition
- to the High Sheriff for the purpofe of convening

an aggregate meeting relative to a parliamentary
reform, though I am confident the feventeen
knew as little about the impropriety of their
figning that requifition, and forefaw a¢ little the
+ offence it would give, as the High Sheriff him-
felf forefaw that he would be attached by the
Court of King’s Bench. And as to the Catho-
lics in their difqualified fityation, they could
not with either prudence or propriety, follow
any other line but that of 2 ftric neutrality in a
political Queftion, on which neither the friends
nor opponents of a parliamentary reform, would
acknowledge them competent to determine, 1
had moreover in my very recent recolletion, the
falfe alarm rung ‘all _over Ireland and Great-
Britain, on the occafion of Mr. O’Connor, whofe
lineal defcent from Roderick O'Connor, the
laft Monarch of the Milefian race, in the reign,
of Henry the Second, was publifhed in the
papers; the formidable forces of that claimant
to the royalties of his anceftors; forces which a
member in the Mouft of Commons affirmed to
amount to a thoufand, but which, foon after in
the Englifh papers, were increafed to eighteen thou-
fand well diciplined men, and another member’s
declaration in the Senate, that the Proteftant in-
tereft was now at flake, and that he would ftand
forth its champion : and the confequent challenge
made on the Minifter of State to know if govern-

B ment
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ment had marched the army againft King O*€onnor,
when I recollefted a private gentleman, at the
head of a few fervants armed with f{pades and
clubs, keeping pofieflion of a litigated fpot of
land, confirmed to him afterwards by a decree of
the Courts of Juftice; when I recollected this
gentleman enlarged Into 2 mighty monarch,
through the magnifying glafs of mifreprefenta-
tion ; I had every room to apprchend‘, that the
enemies of the catholics would mifreprefent them to
government, according to their ufual ¢uftom, and
that the guarrel between the peafant and the
pro&or for @ bajket of potgiocs, would be mif-
conftruced into a ftruggle betwen the King and
the fubje, for the jewels of the Crown. The no-
bility and gentry of Ireland are now convinced
that my conjectures and apprehenfions were not
roundlefs, when they read the flanders of Theo-
philus, and the pamphlet publifhed by Doétor

Woodward.
Were I allowed the liberty of ufing a meta-
phor, wild and extravagant indeed as to the
manner of the expreflion, but natural enough" as
far as it may convey my meaning, I could fay,
that my apprehenfions on fimilar occafions were
aot the fruit of fancy.  They are the- natural
growth of the county of Cork, and vegetate in
that very foil.--Inthat county Machaivel’s maxim,
divide and govern, has been followed for many
years, and the plan for changing the pretended
_dangers of Popery into fo_many fteps of the poli-
tical ladder whereby to afcend to power and con-
fequence, has been for many years invariably
purfued. The Catholics excluded from the fe-
nate-and councils of the nation, could not be
known to every Englifb nobleman who came
here to manage the reins of adminiftration, during
a temporary
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a temporary refidence. Chance may bring him
acquainted with fome individuals ; but he muft
be a ftranger to the real ftare and principles. of
the body at large. The Catholics theri could not
be known to government but in the colours in
which thofe perfons painted them. And from
fuch political limners, a jult refemblance be-

-tween the picture and the original could nor be

expected.

Hence in the county of Cork fcarce could Ca-
tholics breath until the adminiftrations of the Earl
of Halifax and Lord Town(hend, who upon a
clofer inveftigation into their cafe, removed the
film with which the mifreéprefentations of in-
terefted men had overfpread the eyes of former
rulers. I had then juft grounds to apprehend
that the diforders of 2 motley groupe of infui-
gents would be made out a Papifh confederacy.
I knew that the filence of a man who ftood forth
for his country, in the fight I may fay of the
enemy, and who has as much influence as any
individual in his ftation, would give a colourable
fanétion to the accufation. Nor was I, however
plain and fimple in other refpelts, {o unexperienc-
ed in life, or ignorant of the events which had
happened in this kingdom, as to put myfelf in the
power of my enemies, or expofe myfelf to the ri-
gour of the law, by a feditious condu®, 1 learn-
ed wifdom from the folly of others; and weré I
inclined w0 be feditious, I knew that it was not
my intereft to give my inclinations their exer-
tion or energy. In foréign countries I had read
mugh about the White boys -in Ireland, and on
my Arrival in the kingdom, I collefted every
information in my power, in order to be ac-
quainted with the hiftory of my country.

_ B 2 P The
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The firft paper I read after landing. in Cork,
was the dying Speech of Buck Sheehy and others,
who had been executed - for Whiteboyifm at
Cloheen. In their fpeech they declared that their
lives were offered them on condition that they
would fwear againft feveral Catholic gentlemen
as confederates and abettors of the Whiteboys.
And who would not pafs for a Whiteboy at that
time, when one of the moft inoffenfive men on
earth, Do&or Mc. Kenna, the prefent Titular
Bithop of Cloyne, was efcorted under a firong
guard, on a pretended fufpicion of being an in-
furgent. 1 read of Nicholas Sheehy’s fate,
with which the liberal Theophilus threatens me,
and learned that a Catholic clergyman in all
places, but efpecially here, fhould confine him-
{elf to the line of his duty, by gnforcing mora-
lity and fubordination to the laws. That unafor-
tunate man was tried before the Court of King’s
Bench, for Whiteboyifm, and was acquitted.
Sheehy, whofe bload his. enemies thirfted fory
was at laft indicted for the murder of one Bridges,
a man of no good charaéter, whofe dead body
could not be found, but whofe living body, if re-
port be true, was afterwards feen in Newfound-
land. ‘The dead bodics of rogues who had been
murdered in one kingdom, had been afterwards
feen living bodies in another, as fo many enchanted
dragons, watching the Hefperian Gardens of the
temple of Venus, alias bullies to a brotbel. That
this was Bridges’s cafe 1 cannot affirm, but for
the reft, the -hiftory of the kingdom is my
voucher.* Sheehy, .on hearing that a proclama-~
tion was iffued againft, and a reward offered for

G apprehending

* See. the Continuation of Cuf]'y’& ’Memoirs of the Civil
Wars of Irleand,
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apprehending him, wrote to the Secretary of the
Chief Governor, that to fpare government the
expences. he would give himfelf up, on con-
dition that he fhould not be tried in Clonmel,
. Where he faid his enemies were too power-
ful: a promife founded on juftice was made,
though it was never performed. He was fent to
take his trial at Clonmel, where he was found
guilty upon the evidence of the {fame identical
witnefles, whofe tetimony had been rejected before
by the court of King's-Bench, viz, a naughty boy,
a lewd woman, and an impeached thief, taken
out of Clonmel jaol. Hence Sheehy’s jury is be-
€ome as proverbial in Ireland, as the antient juf-
ticiaries of Donfront, in Normandy, who ufed to
hang regularly at the hour of one, every prifoner
who had been tried at twelve., :

Allez a Dunfront, juﬁe. ville de malheur,
Ou bon eft acculé a midi, et pendu a une heure.

Under the impreflions which fuch fingular events
muft make on the mind, and in the delicacy of the
clerical fituation, who could fufpect that any Ca-
tholic clergyman would found the trumpet of fe-
dition in the ears of a deluded peafantry ?  Or has
- the Bithop, like Socrates, a familiar fpirit to give
him information, which no mortal befides himfelf
can pretend to? But referving the difcuffion of
fuch an accufation for its proper place, I muft
proceed in the courfe of my narrative,

The affociations were now extending, and a no-
tice pofted up againft the gates of parith churches
and’ghd‘pcls was a kind of ftandard to which ail
parties,” without diftinction of religion, flocked,
and entered into a general confederacy. For the
public are not to form their judgment of the dif-
turbances from the mad declamation of a ‘Theophi-

B3 lus,
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fus, nor the imperfeét account of the Bifhop of
Cloyne, The firft is a bare-faced flanderer; and
the latter gives the profile of the picture, entirely
~ fhadowing the other fide of the face, by making
out the infurgents a popifb mob, connived at by fome
Proteftantsy; without mentioning the effectual and
adtive concurrence of any. The unprovoked and
unmerited attack made on Mr. O’Leary, by the
right reverend prelate and his lefs reverend €on-
federate, has forced him to wreft the pencil out of
their hands, and to draw. the pi¢ture with a full
face. The notice alluded to, 1s to the following
purport, * You are hereby cautioned not to pay
« minifters tithes, only in the following manner,
* pjz. POLatoes 4s, per acre; wheat and barley,
« 1s. 6d. per acre; oats and meadows, ¥s. per acre.

« Roman Catholic clergy to receive for marriages
« g, for baptifm, 1s. od. for anointing and vifit-
“ ing the fick, 1s. for mafs, 1s:. for confeffion, 6d.
¢ You are hereby warned not to pay parifh-prieits,
« clerks money, nor any other dues concerning
“ marriages. Be all fure not to go to any expen-
« ces at your confeffion terms, but let them par-
¢ take of your own fare.”

This notice which I cenfured, as may be feen n
my letters, feemed moderate however to many ¢~
quainted with the diftreffes of the poor. In vain
has the Bifhop of Cloyne attempted to juftify proc-
fors, tithe-canters, tithe-jobbers, &c. by declaring
them to be agents to the clergy, equally neceffary as
receivers to lay-gentlemen. The general voice 18
againft them. Moreover the comparifon does not
hold. The gentleman’s agent only colletts the rent
at the expence of his employer ; the tenant pays
the determined fum agreed on by the leafe, and if
his farm fhould produce a hundred fold every year,
he pays neither more nor lefs until his leafe ex-

» pires.
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Ei:re‘s. But thefe ecclefiaftical agents, of whom the
ithop is become the apologift, are fo many locufts,
that eat up the peafant’s green herbage without
feeding -the wind that watts them, gevml in-
ftances could be produced to prove that they gain
more than their employers, whilft they diftrefs the
cottager. When the potatoe-ftalk begins to thoot
to a certain diftance above the furface of the earth,
the fharp-eyed lynx furveys it in the name of God
and of our boly mother, the church. Onthe {pot
where the ftalks crowd together thick and threefold,
in order to difcriminate the ranks and to aveid con-

~ fufion, the pro&or’s hand rears a land-mark. Dy,

Woodward thinks it the duty of a bead paflor to
appoint agents well qualified for preferving order,
The hungry peafant, with a craving appetite,
longs to try the quality of the vegetable he had
fown and reared up from its infamt ftate; but
thould he advance within a certain diftance of the
fatal land-mark, heis fure to meet the fate of the
benighted mariner who approaches thofe hoftile
fhores, when allured by the falfe lights held out
to decoy him to the rock on which he is to be
fhipwrecked. = The Bithop’s-ceurt is the ftrand on.
which the proctor gathers the {poils. Itisnot, I
acknowledge, the fault of the inftitution, nor of
of the gentlemen who prefide in thefe courts ; but
it is the misfortune of the peafant, who has neither
the means nor {kill to cope with thofe agenss, who
are adepts in their profeflions. From many in-
ftances of the abufe made of the authority of thofe
courts by crafty agents, I fhall feleét one. 1In the
province where Doftor Woodward and I refide,
now: the theatre of pamphlets and politics, there
lived a poor peafant, wirofe poverty did not de-

rive him of thofe qualiti=s which confticute a

ufband and a father; to him a child was born,

: B4 who
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who did not live long enough to enjoy his father’s
eftate; he died; and for want of a. (hilling to
purchafe the hallowed ground wherein to depofit
the defuné? heir of fo opulent a fortune, the father
rolled him up in a bundle of ftraw, and fmuggled
him into the church-yard in the dead of nighs,
Happy ! thrice happy ! had he meton that fatal
night with a cuftem-houfe officer. He would
have efcaped with ihe contraband goods. « But
alas! his deftiny was to meet with one of thofe
officers who have recourfe to what the moderator
calls the Court Chriffian. A decree from the
Bifhop’s-court, whether real or fictitious I cannot
tell, was produced by the carrion hunter and ano-
ther who were hurrying away the peafant, faint-
ing after a violent refiftance. Luckily he was
met by an intimate friend of mine, who releafed
him by paying the charnel-boufe fees.

This anecdote I relate to fhew that, notwith-
ftanding Do&er Woodward’s zeal in defence of
ecclefiaitical agents, they.are oppreffors, and im-
pofe both on Bifhops-courts and their employers,
I do not fay, that they are /o with their confent.
Far be it from me. It was againft the Prophet’s
will that his fervant recieved prefents from Naa-
man the Affyrian officer. And it is againft the
clergy’s confent that their agents are vexatious to
the poor. But there is this difference between the
Bithop and the Prophet. The latter ftruck his

ent with the leprofy. The Bifhop {pins. out a
chapter of his pamphlet to thew that his agents are
immacilaze. 1 fhall then join the mederator in his
litany. From fuch agents, good -Lord deliver us!
In parifhes where the retors take the tithes into
their own hands, .it is acknowledged that the cler-
gyman receives much more than ever he did
through the mediation of fuch agents, befides the

additional
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additional comfort of feeing peace, harmony and
confidence reftored to his diftri. It is not my
bufinefs to make calculations, nor is it a partof
my duty to run over parithes in order to know
how far a wretched peafant may be relieved by the
removal of a relentlefs agent, who, like a denfe
cloud, intercepts the rays of benignity, which
would certainly chear him by a more immediate
communication with a clergyman, whoie miniftry
is peace, and whofe duty is charity. I only glance
at fuch matters as far as they are interwoven with
a fubject which it is my duty to illuftrate, in order
to vindicate both the Catholic body and myfelf,
trom the falfe and groundlefs imputation of at-
tempting the overthrow of the eftablifhed religion,
by encroaching upon the rights of its clergy.

The fupinenefs with which the Bifhop upbraids
the Proteftant gentlemen, fhews that the lower
claflfes are truly miferable, and that their rable of
rates was only proportioned to theireircumftances.
That they are miferable, all parties agree. This
Jupinenefs alfo fhews that the Proteftant nobility
and gentry were under no apprehenfion of a Ship-
wreck of the conftitution, either in church or ftate,
Neither was the Bithop ; otherwife he, who is one
of the pilots, would not have flept for the {pace
of fifteen months at the helm, if he really forefaw
that the thip was in danger of going to the bottom;
though he now alarms three kingdoms with the
danger to the eftablithed church from Catholics
and Diffenters, pulling down and raifing up. But
the Catholic nobility and gentry forefaw, from
the reafons I have already alledged, that they would
be ‘mifreprefented to Government, and that the
old game of popifb piots and confederacies would be
revived. They had moreover their properties to
defend, and their characters to fupport.  As mcg

an
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and fubjeéts they were as much interefted as others
in the prefervation of the peace of fociety. And
the hiftory of a country were their anceftors
fwayed for ages the fceptre of auhority, informed -
them that, in the fucceflive revolutions occafion-
ed either by brave and fortunate afpirers, or by
timid, du&@ile and unfortunate kings, the Catho-
lics have been invariably the lofers. The Bifhop
then muft be a ftranger to the paffions of the
heart, of which #ntere# has fo ftrong a hold : of
unacquainted with the hiftory of the kingdom 3
or under a very ftrong bias ; or prepoflefled with
a ftrange notion of their ftupidity—if he fuppofes
they had any thing to expett by the commotions
of a rabble. If Government however had been
induced to believe that they had fuch prefpects
in view, and miftaken the fhadow for the reality,
the Catholics would have become equally ob-
hoxious: and what efforts are now making to
rfuade Government that phantoms are realities,
let the public judge from the pamphlets difperf-
ed over the three kingdoms. The fox in the
fable did well to take to his heels when the lion
ifiued a proclamation, ordering all the horned
_beafts to quit the foreft; -and although no
branch fprouted from his head, yet his remark
was wife when he faid, * What if his Majefty
“ ghought 1 had horns.” It was then prudent in
the Catholic gentlemen to take the moft effectual
fteps to remove every fufpicion to which their
mifreprefenters are fo induftrious in laying them
open. They were the firft to take the alarm.
They tranfmitted an addrefs to government thro’
the Secretary of State. On hearing that the com-
mon people complained in a few places of the
exactions and rigorous conduct of their parochial
clergy, they were the firft to interfere in writing
to
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to the Catholic prelates of the province, prefling
them in the moit earneft manner to enquire into
the conduct of their clergy, and to remove, by
every means their wifdom could fuggeft, any
caufe of complaint, and every occafion of

obloquy.
Fo whom could they make application with
more propriety than to prelates, whofe lives are
fo many animated fermons? Some of them, by
their birth, titles and fortunes, would be this in-
ftant feated in the Houfe of Peers, deliberating
with the nobles of the land on thofe meafures on
~which the fate of a nation muft" depend, if they
could leave their creed at the threfbold. Others, by
their knowledge and wifdom are qualified for di-
recting the councils of kings : and the piety and
exemplary lives of them all thould make them ob-
Je€ts of veneration in any age or nation. A letrer
addrefled to thefe venerable and illuftrious pre-
ates, from the Catholic gentlemen, was attended to
with the fame condefeenfion as if it were the
mandate of ‘a fuperior. . They affembled, delibe-
rated, enquired into the conduct of their clergy ;
and when, in four or five parithes, they
difcovered that the paftors and flocks could not
agree, either from inflexibility in the former,
who perhaps thought themfelves injured by fub-
mitting to regulations ditated by their inferiorsy
or fram the obftinacy of the latter, who would
abide by no regulation or ftandard for the fuppore
of their-paftors, but fuch as they themfelves
thought fit to determine; or from a perfonal
diflike; founded perhaps upon the recolleétion of
fevere.ufage, prompted mare by ardent and good
natured zeal, than by that fage difcrecion, which
attains its end by more lenient means; let the
motives of difcontent be what they may, withour
having
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having recourfe to- canonical quibbles, which
muft ever be fuperceded when the peace of fo-
ciety interferes, the wife prelates removed ‘the
paftors and fubftituted others in their room. A"
more painful facrifice could not have been made 3
nor could a more evident proof be adduced:to
thew the fallacy of the infamous charge, ¢ that
“ the ill ufage received by the Catholic paftors
« ‘from their flocks, was but a fham battle; like
«¢ that of the Doctor, who, when ke beat bis wife,
““ (aid that be beat balf bimfelf.” A filly fimile,
and worthy of the Bifhop of Cloyne’s able writer
- Theophilus. Not fatisfied with giving this proof
of their moft ardent defire for the reftorarion of
peace and good order, the prelates alfo gave the
moft public and fignal proofs of a difinterefted-
nefs worthy of the moft apoftolical times: for,
after declaring that a fmall ftipend was requifite
for the fupport of their clergy, they enjoin, ¢ that
¢ this ftipend be not exalted with rigour; and
«¢ that even if it be refufed, they-are not to re-
¢ fufe their {piritual afliftance, but to fhew upon
¢« all occafions that zeal, difintereftednefs, and
« charity enforced by the gofpel, for the fake
-« of which they had made an anticipated facri-
s fice of all the profpeéts of this life, in their
« early days, at the foot of the altar.” No more
could have been ‘faid ; no more could have been
done. Such of their clergy as had not been
forced by violence from their parifhes, declared
from their altars, * that it was for the {anctifica-
« tion of their own fouls and thofe of their flocks,
« not for the fake of any worldly emolument,
« that they took orders; that they required
'« pothing of them but what they themfclves
% were willing to give, and that no mercenary
« yiews would ever hinder them from going day

and
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*“and night to their affiftance, whilft they had
“ftrength to perform their functions.” All were
unanimous in crying out with the Prophet, « If it be
on my account that this florm is raifed, coft me overboard,
Are thefe then the prelates whom the Bifhop of
Cloyne expofes to the deteftation of fuch as cannot
explain their confecration oath, which he has tranf-
lated, in his fixth edition, into Englith, for the /-
Hruction of the ignovant @ For 1 fi uppofe, his Lordfhip
prefumes that the Peers and Commons of Ireland
underftand Latin.

Let therefore the zeal, aétivity, and difintereft-

“ednefs of thofe prelates be. compared ‘with the

paflive filence of the Bifhop of Cloyne for the {pace
of fifteen months. And then let the public deter-
mine to whom the community is moft indebted,
for endeavouring to reftore peace and good order
to a diftracted province.

- Where are now thofe agitating friars and Romifb
miffionaries fent bere to fow fedition, and of whom
Do&or Wovdward fpeaks in his Poftfcript? I chal-
lenge him in the face of the kingdom to produce
either agitating friar, Romifb miffionary, or parifb
prieft Jent beve to fow fedition, or who has Jown it.—
The Bifhop cannot produce one. He muft then
prove a negative, which, in his Poftfeript in extenu-
ation of Theophilus’s flanders, he acknqwledges
hard 1o be proved.  His Lordfhip perceiving that
negatives are no proofs, has a recourfe to cafual affir-
malions, by faying, * Perhaps Theophilus alludes
“to Mr. O’Leary’s Letters, &c.” Here the attack
1s perfonal on Mr. O’ Leary, the friar with a barba-
rous firname, whofe letters are moft arifully contrived
o fow fedition. So heavy a charge requires a fuil
inveftigation, and muft plead my apology with my
readers for proceeding farther in my defence.

Previous
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Previous to the arrival of the Catholic prelates
in Cork, we were continually alarmed with infur-
reCtions in the diocefe of Cloyne.—They {pread
gradually; and, as I remarked before, Captain
Right’s proclamations were at laft pofted up againft
the gates of the chapels of that city. Tithes, proftors
and priefis dues, Were alledged as caufes of complaint,
and became the fubject of general converfation.

The common people who ufed to follow their
paftors into the recefles of forefts to hear  their

rayers and inftructions, in times of per/ecution, nail-
‘ed up chapels, in fome places, againft them in the
very blaze of toleration. The diforders which would
arife from fuch proceedin‘gs were eafily forefeen;
and it was requifite that fome perfons {hould ftep
forth to ftem the torrent. Doctor Mann, the Pro-
teftant Bithop of Cork, was abfent for the benefit
of his health. The Catholic Bithop of the fame
diocefe, the prefent- Lord Dunboyne, had been
under tzhc neceflity of going to Dublin on the death
of the young Lord Dunboyne, his nephew, before
the difturbances broke out in the diocefe of Cork.
The titular Bifhop of Cloyne, Doctor M’Kenna,
was finking under the weight of years, and ignorant
of what happened in his diftrict. And Doctor
‘Woodward, who had the adminiftration of the two
diocefes, was taken up with rummaging pontificals
and other old books in otder to - collect materials
for his pamplet, whilft the Catholic Peafantry were
flocking to his churches, and the lower orders of
the Proteftants going on Sundays to mect the Ca-
tholic congregations in his diocefe in order to {wear
the people and give folidity to the confederacy in
fupport of the regulations of Captain Right. The
head paftors being thus either abfent, or infirm, or
inactive, and the flocks daily maddening, who was
~ to be applied to? Or will the Bifhop of Cloyne

CON=_
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€ontrovest the maxim, that in danger every pexjon is
a foldier? 'The Catholic gentlemen inftead of think-
ing of a confederacy againft either church or ftate,
with the affiftance of a foreign power, which fo often
haunts the Bithop’s imagination, dreaded that it wag
rather @ confederacy againfl themfelves, by affording
fuch politicians as are inimical to their intereft, an
opportunity of mifreprefenting them to Govern-
ment. In confequence, after writing to Lord Dun-
boyne, prefling his return as foon as conveniently
]():oﬂible,_ they deputed five or fix gentlemen to the

atholic Bifhop of Cloyne, earneitly requefting of

- him to enquire into the complaints alledged by

fome parithes in his diocefe, to ufe his efforts with
the people of his perfuafion, in order to reclaim
them to their duty, and to remove every pretext
for afperfing the Catholic body, as far as his influ~
ence could extend. '

Unable, thyough age and infirmity, to go in per-
fon, he requefted of me to take an’excurfion into
the difcontented parithes. I fet off in order to allay
the tumults in the diocefe of Cloyne, the firft in
the county where they broke out. Here an extra-
ordinary fight was exhibited. The common people
deluded into a belief that by going to church for a
few Sundays they would be lefs liable to punifh-
ment, if not entirely exempt from it; and autho-
rifed to carry arms in conjunétion with the lower
clafles of Proteftants, to whom Prozors, Tithe-job-
bers, and the Tithes themfelves had become equally

- obnoxious; under this delufion they flocked in fe-

veral places to the Churches, and as they had not
David’s Pfalms in metre, they chofe the old ballad
of Patrick’s Day in the Morning, for an Anthem, and
got.a piper to play it as a voluntary on his favourite
Organ, as a preparation for divine fervice, in ap-
Pmaching the houfe of worfhip, Th¢ Marriage of

| ' Figaro
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Figaro reprefented on the French Stage did not raife

more humour, nor attract more fpectators, than did

this extraordinary marriage of the Paddereen and the

Common Prayer-book, in the diocefe of Cloyne. Irith-
wives are remarkably fond of their hufbands, ‘and

follow them wherever they go. Upon this occafion

they gave fignal proofs ‘of their conftancy- and at-
tachment,Joan followed Darby, and Judy followed

Paddy to Church, where the gay and unthinking

were highly diverted with the novel {pectacle of bands
thruff into the Baptifmal font, inorder to fprinkle about
the boly water; and deads drawn out near the Commu-
nion lable, to reckon Ave Marias. Tothe gay and un-
thinking it was like an after-piece which creates

humour, in order to relieve the mind from the
impreflions of terror and pity; which it had receiv-
ed during the reprefentation of fome ferious drama ;

but to me it appeared as a prelude toa tragedy.—It
ftruck the ferious and fenfible gentlemen of both
religions in the fame light. :

I am happy in an extenfive acquaintance, and
{till more fo that the Proteftant gentlemen were
convinced of the uprightnefs of my intentions, for
my fituation was delicate, and without their con-
currence my endeavours would have proved abor-
tive. They had previous notice of my arrival in their
refpective diftriéts through which 1 intended to
pafs; and I rejoiced in the fuli affurance of their
co-operation. On a Sunday I arrived in a parifh of
Doctor Woodward’s diocefe.— The. parifh Chapel
was quite deferted. The Prieft was abandoned by bis
flock, and the deluded multitude, lull’d into a falfe
fecurity, crowded to the Proteftant Church as to an.
afylum of impunity.—Thus in former times when
the privilege of the fanctuary was pleaded, male-
factors flocked to the temples as a fhelter againft

the
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the purfuits of violated juftice.—I confidered 2
crowd of peafants actuaied by yefentment, brooding
over fome wild fcheme, preparing for nightly ex-
- curfions, and yet faying their beads up near the
Communion-table, as the abominaiion of defolation in
ihe boly place, mentioned by the Prophet Daniel,
In every bead 1 figured to myfelf the warhoop of a
‘Mexican, ready to found the nocturnal charge; or
the mafJy club of an Indian, foon to be ornamented
with a Proétor’s fcalp.

I muft, however, do this juftice to the Proteftant
clergy, in whofe churches this religious farce was
- carried on, that they did not like fuch proceedings.

—They in reality could have faid with the Pfalmift,
You have multiplied the peopley but yon bave not en-
credfed our é'oy. Multiplicafti gentem, fed non magnificafls
letstiam - But what could they do? They-had no
dire&tions from Doctor Woodward to fhut the doors
of the churches againft people who had fhaken off
every {ubordination to their own paftors. But that
then was the time for the Bifthop himfelf to appear,
is not only my opinion and that of every rational
man with whom 1 have convers’d on the fubjet,
but will alfo be the opinion of every man of common
{enfe who fhall read this narrative. He fhould have
publifhed a paftoralletter upon the occafion, and re-
commended to his clergy not to permit their houfes
of worfhip to be changed into bear gardens, crowd-
ed with a_mobility, aflembled for the purpofe of
making a farce of religion. _

Had L been in his fituation at that time, inftead
of tali auxilio mec defenforibus iftis, 1 would have
thought it no difhonour to ftand at the door of the
Church, on the right hand of Mr. O'Leary, and
to harangue the deluded multitude in the follow-
ing manner :

C « MY

¢ M
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-« My good people,

« 1 am a Proteftant Bithop, and you, as it ap=-
“ pears, are Roman Catholics. It would be ‘my
« glory, my comfort and joy to bring all ﬁ'ra‘y‘eg
“ {heep into my fold, to enlighten them with the
“ rays of the goipel, to difpel the clouds of error,
“ and to ¢nlarge the kingdom of truth. It is ' my
“ with, and my fincere with ;—it is the wifh of
“« every honeft man who thinks himfelfin theright
“ way, to with the fame happinefs to _his fellow-
“creature. It was the with of Saint Paul that his
“ hearers were not only almgf?, but altagetber Chril-
“tians. And it 18 my with that you were nov
“ only almef}, but altogethér Proteftants of the High-
“ church. It is the with of charity, and if'charity
“ were banithed from thé hearts of all other mor-
“ tals, it thould find its lalt retreat /n 7he beart of a
“ Bisnop.— Where Ithen convinced of the fincerity
“ of your motives, I would be not only the firft to
“ unlock the gates of this church, in order to give
* you admittance, but I would be the firft té goto
* meet you at a diftance. Butas bad metives pol-
“ lute the beft of actions, and as it is not from con=
‘“ viction of truth, nor a defire to afpire to a higher
“ degree of perfection, that you crowd about my
“ houfe of worfhip, but from a finifter defign to
¢ feck impunity for licentioufnefs, and under the
“ cloak of areligion, which you do not believe, to
“ conceal the outrages you are intent on commit-
“ ing, I cannot, in confcience, profane the houfe
“ of God by the admiflion of perfons who, per-
“ haps, to merrow-night, will difturb the peace
“of the public, and elude laws in the dark,
“ which, in all likelihood, Wwill hereafter punifth
* them in the open day; and reinind them, when
* “too late, of the admonition which I now give from

.the beft of intentions. 1t is not the chime of my
' “ bells,
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“ bells, but the dlaf of Captain Right's horn,
““that has kindled in your breafts this flame of ex-
* traordimary devotion, which, perhaps hereafter,
“ may be extinguifhed with your blood. Wou'dyou
“ have.me change the houfe of God into a conven-
“ ticle of fedition? I fee in yonder crowd an old
*“ man, witha pairofbeads in his hands. My good
“ man, whither are you coming? Do you intend to
© * expole yourfelf and me, religion and its temples,
- ““ to the derifion of the public? Ifyou wou'd come
*“ to my Church, come from conviction, and leave

““ vour beads at home, or beftow them on another.

* Your conduct reminds me ofan hiftorical paffage
“ in the Scriptures. A (lyrian colonifis weve tranfplanted

€ f0 Samaria; THEY WORSHIPED THEIR IDOLS AND

“wHE GOD OF ISRAEL BY TURNS IN THE SAME

* TEMPLE.~—]C is not then a houfe of worthip, but

“agood life; that will fan&ify you. Infhll vhis

“ truth injthe minds -of ithe young people in your

“ meighbourhood, and caution them againft the

“ practices of thofe who may engage them in out-

“ rages. If you are mot fubmiffive to your own

“ paftors, butebftinate to their advice, what good

“ can L expelt from you? Youarenow too old to

“learn, and the generality of you all, I am per-

*{uaded, are notmuch inclined to alter your creeds.
“—I give you then the advice fuggefted by an

“ amiable Proteftant Prelate, my ibrother Bithop

“ of Clonfast, an his letter on Sunday Schools, as 1

“ CANNOT EXPECT TO MAKE GOOD PROTESTANTS OF
‘‘ you, mMEREFORE I ADVISE ¥ou TO BE GoOD
-~ “Caruprics. If you have any complaints againft
“ yourown clergy, your Bithops will redrefs them.
“But d capnot, mor will I permit youto come .
“.nto my.churches to errect the ftandard of fedi-

S<uion, when I have everyroom to believe that you
“.have ne .ather motive in view.—Nor can your-
¢ {elves reap any benefit from a conduct which
C o . ¢ in
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*in the eyes of God, is a prevarication. That
“ God who unfolds the recefles of the foul, who
“ rejects a fpotted vidiim ; and acceptsof no facra-
« fice but fuch as a fincere, honeft, and pure heart
¢ offers upon his altars—Nor can my churches
““ grant you any fecurity againft the rigour of the

“« laws. The hand of juftice reaches into the inmoft
‘ recefles of the fan¢tuary. In vain did Joab, a
“¢ mighty man, grafp the corner of the altar.—He
‘““ was {lain by the fword of juftice.—And much
““ more, Invain do you feck for impunity in 'my
“ houfe of w orfhip, for the fanctuary itfelf s no
“ fanction or fthelter for crimes.—Follow the ad-
< vice of my friend Mr. O’Leary, who is here on
““ my left hand, as you followed hisadvice when you
“¢ imagined that you had more to expect, and were
“ convinced that you had lefs to lofe. And as to
“you, my dearly beloved brethen of my own
“« communion, how fhall T addrefs you! I addrefs
# ' your ith that confidence which my zeal for the
“ peace of fociety, the prefervation of good order,
“<and the purity of 'morals fhould infpire. Re-
“ collect the maxim of the Heathen Sage. —A
¢ maxim to which the bleffed Paul has given his
“fanction, . Evil communication corrupts goodmorals.
“ Thefe poor people are wild olive brances going to
“ ingraft - themfelves on the ftock of the Prc-
“ teftant religion /# appearance.—But alas! as
“ they intend to ufe it only as a ¢/oak for temporary
““ outrages ; they will be foon disjoined without
“taking fufficient time to be cicurated and
“« mellowed by the fap or vital juice which circu-
“ lates from the ftock through the new inferted
“* brances.—You may judge of their intentions
by thofe of fome of your own. Has my diocefe
$¢ ever exhibited fuch a fpectacle as was feen in
_r‘hc parith of Clomakilry laft Sunday? Pro-

¢ teftants
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¢ teftants going to a Popi/b congregation to {wear
“ the people to Captain Right’s regulations! Was
“ it to become Catholics >—No : neither do thefe
“ people intend to become Proteftants; religious
“ diftinctions are often loft in the idea ot common |
¢ oppreflion—I acknowledge it.—And would to
“ God they were for ever loft! The vices and
““ virtues of all men flow in the fame channels.
“ Their hearts are the fame, though their opinions
* be different ; and for thofe opinions to God alone

“ they are accountable., I like to fee all the

“¢ {ubjects of every defcription in my diocefe well
““ united. Such an union is the ftrength of the
¢ ftate, and fhould be the glory of a Prelate. —
““ But I forefee that thofe mutual vifits will con-
‘¢ folidate a confederacy which the fword of the
¢ Jaws muft cut alunder, to the indifcriminate ruin
¢ of the affociates. For the edge of thar {word
*¢ is fharp and keen, and juftice that handles it, is
*¢ painted blind. — You all complain of proctors,
¢ canters, and tithes, I fhall do what lics in
“my power to remove every complaint you
““ may have againft the two firft.—No more can
““ be expected. . But as to zszhes, they are efta-
¢t blithed by law.—The legiflature alone can mo-
¢¢ dify them, or fubftitute an equivalent in their
“ room. Wait with patience for its decifion;
¢ and guard againft proceedings which muft-hurt-
« your temporal ‘intereft, and injure your con-
Or if any of you are . already
“ engaged in the confederacy, of diforder, break
“ the engagement of iniquity, whole ties cannot
““ bind the confcience. The peace of God be

“awith you all,” &c. Se. S

~ A difcourfe from a perfon of Doctor Woodward's
credit and authority, would have been of infinite;
3 ~ confequence
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confequence in the beginning.  Or a paftoral letter,
with an open difcountenance of the interchange of
Rertcious vistts, would have been productive of
the moft falutary effeCts— Principiis obfla fevo medi-
cina paratur, holds good in politics as well as w1
phyfic. |

One paftoral letter or fermon in ecighty-five,
would have been worth a thoufand pamphlets i
cighty-feven, and few perfons are fo well quali-
fied for fuch a part of the paftoral charge as the
Bifhop of Cloyne, had he been as intent upoa the
difcharge of that office which Saint Paul enjoins
on paftors, preach the word, be inflant in feafon, as
his lordthip was intent on writing a pamphlet ou# of
Jeafon. |

I fhould never blame Dotor Woodward for
writing a pamphlet in favour of zithes, which, if
I am well informed, bring him an income of cight
or nine hundred a year.—But he could have written -
his pamphlet without reviving old controverfies,
and bringing the Casholics and Diffenters on the
ftage. Much lefs fhould he have made a‘ perfonal
attack on me, whom he might have left unnoticed.
But leaving the Bithop in full poffeffion of his
tithes, which to me are matters of no concern, 1
muft proceed in my defence, -

Convinced that the Proteftant gentlemen who
were acquainted with the uprightnefs of my inten-
tions, were willing to co-operate with my endea-
vours, which had no objeét but the prefervation of
public tranquility when divine fervice was over,
we conferred together ; and prefuming with reafon
that their femblance of a religious conformity, was
but & mafk which covered features, which when ex-
pofed to view would not exhibit an inviting afpect,
we agreed to fear i gff, and expofe the wearers to
their neighbours and themfelves. 1 exhorted them

to
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to my utmeft in the meft perfualive manner,
adapted to the circumftances.—The magiftrates
explained the laws with proper comments., The
people recovered from their delufion, and returned
s_)eaceably to their duty ; fully determined to defift

rom thofe dangerous and romantic enterprizes,
which would have proved equally deftrutive to
themfelves and to the peace of the community, had
not the law of Ged, explained by me, and the
law of the land explained by the civil magif-
trate, checked the progrefs of their pernicious
" career.

Thus, with the concurrence of the Proteftant
gentlemen and magiftrates, have 1 begun m
miflion in the diocefe of Cloyne.—Sedition wit
which mad malevolence has upbraided me, fled as a
a routed enemy before me; whilft Prace trod in
my fteps and humoured my motions : it embraced
me fo clofe that like my /badsv, the meridian fun
could not difcover us gfunder. I challenge Doctor
Woodward, or'that raving libeller Theophilus, to
difprove this affertion.

In the interim the ‘Catholic prelates met in
Cork, and framed thofe regulations fo worthy
of Apoftles, who defpife the' grandeurs, of this
fleeting world, and * of whom™ agreeable 10 the words
“of Saint Paul  the world is not worthy.”

Their arrival relieved me from further trouble ;
and after bringing on my narative {o far, will
difpenfe me in fyture from the neceflity of {fpeaking
fo much ‘of myfelf. —A perfonal attack requires
a perfonal defence ; and as my conduét has been
minadely cenfured, 1 have been under the neceffity
of ‘entering into a minute detail. My enemics, or
rather the friends of tithes, to which 1 have call,
have attempted to brand me with the fligma of

Jedition. Whoever reads my plain unadorned nar-
| ' C 4 rative,
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rative without prejudice or partiality will acquit me
of the infamous charges.

Had the Bifthop of Cloyne been as active in en-
forcing peace and fubordination as I have been,
the fire which was firft kindled in his diocefe,
would have been extinguithed before it encreafed
to a conflagration.—Nor fhould his Lordihip take
any offence at my freedom for making this re-
mark. I only remind him of the obligations en-
joined on him at his confecration, when he an-
fwered the following interrogatory. < Will you
““ maintain and fet forward, as much as fhall lie
“ in you, quietnefs, love, and peace among all
“ men, and fuch as be unquiet, difobedient and
 criminous, within your diocefe, corre¢t and
“ punith? Anfwer, I will do fo by the help
“ of God.”*

God and his own confcience can inform him
how far his filence and inacivity have contributed
to punifb and correll the unquiet, difobedient and crimi-
nous, within bis diocefe, in a manner conformable
to his paftoral charge, and to that gofpel whofe
author preached nothing but “ glory to God on bigh,
and on earth peace towards menof good will.” ‘The
public are now competent to judge, how far his
pamphlet, has contributed 70 maintain and fet
Jorward quieinefs, love, and peace among all men.

Had he as a paftor, gone forth among his flock ;
or as the Hiftorian done juftice to all parties;
he would have difcovered feveral of his own
theep amongft the fpeckled flock of infurgents,
and not confine them folely to a Popifh mobi—
Were not they proteftants who propofed the
oaths to the congregation at Clonakilty? Were
they not Proteftants who overran the. parifhes of

Affydown,

¥ The Confecration of Bifhops in the Englifh Litusgy,
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Affydown, Skibbereen, &c? Were they not Pro-
teftants who headed a party of four hundred White-
boys near Butterrant? ‘The moft refpectable cri-
minals, if a criminal can be refpefiable, who were
arraigned before the Judges on the Munfter
circuit, were Proteflants.—I1t from the county of
Cork his lordfhip had taken an excurfion to the
county of Kerry, he would find the truth eof the
affertion made by a gentleman who is both a cler-
gyman and a magiftrate, and who bears the happy.
character of uniting the qualities of the three or-
ders in his perfon, the liberality of the gentleman,
the charity of the clergyman, and thejuftice and
uprightnefs of the magiftrate. ¢ Many protef-
« tants, though I than%i my God, moftly of  the
“ lower order,” fays, that gentlemen, * wcre en-
“ gaged in tendering oaths, in proceffion by day,
¢ and in outrages by night, as any other defcrip-
“ tion of men whatfoever. Nay fome of them
¢« were Captains of thefe lawlefs corps, and have

“ been obli%ed to fly from the profecution that
“ awaited them.”*

Who could have been more active in fupprefling
thofe tumults than my Lord Kenmare, a Roman
Catholic nobleman, the tender father of the honeft
and induftrious tenant, and the juft avenger of
the injured, without any partial regard to religious
diftinétions. Could the public expect a more ho-
nourable teftimony of his conduct, or can there be
a greater proof of the contempt in which the libe-
ral-minded of all perfuafions hold feuds and dif-
contents on the {core of religious creeds, than the
following addrefs of thanks voted te him by the
clcrgyu:)% the eftablifhed religion.

’ To

% Short and Civil Anfwer to the Pamphlet, intitled, * An Addrefs
" 1o the Nobility and Gentry of Ircland.”
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To the Right Honourable Lord Vifcount
KENMARE, &c ° '

The Addrefs of the CrrrRgy, of the eftablifhed
Church, affembled at Tralee. ‘

¢ My Lorbp,

“ WE have feen with indignation the
“ progrefs of a delufion which affeted in its ob-
“ ject 'to control the laws of the realm.—From
“ the fpreading contagion, every good citizen felt
“ an encreafing alarm ; and the tranquility of the
“ country was fufpended in the fever of the
“ times.—You, my Lord, came forward in the
“ crifis.—You led the wayin zeal and in vigilance;
* and borrowing lefs from ‘the ftation you poflefs,
“ than from the efteem you deferve, you interpofs
“ ed an example which had a title to fuccefs : by
“ fuch an exertion, and by the native energy of
“ violated juftice, we truft that the growing mifs
“ chief has been effeCtually repelled.  We owe yoy -
“ our acknowledgments, and in the hour of fub-
“ fiding tumult, we thank you for the profpect of
“ repofe. To fome minds there is a confcious fa-
“ tisfaction, which exceeds every other meafure of
“ reward; yet my Lord, to the teftimony of your

“ own feelings, you will not refufe to join the tri-
“ bute of general applaufe,

“ Tralee, Offober the 4th, 1786.

1

“ MAURICE CROSBIE, Dean of Limerick,
. and Reétor of Caftle-Ifland, &c.”

“Can



( a8 )

Can then any man of honour or confcience fay
with the unconicientious Theophilus, that the ufur-
gents are all Papifis 2 Or is it not a falfehood
bordering upon blafphemy, * for that flanderer to
fay, ¢ That the parifh priefts are in a confederac
¢ with their flocks, in order to plunder the Protel,y-
« tant clergy of their tithes, and to appropriate to
¢« themfelves a compenfation for abjolution.” ‘Thele
paftors have fuffered more than any in the thip~
wreck—.Was not a Father Burke obliged to quit
his parifh, the famé day that Archdeacon Tifdal
quitted his? Were not balls fired at one Father
Sheehy? Were not two clergymen, one a Secular,
and the other Regular, robbed the: fame mght of
their wearing apparel? Another parith prieft, a
venerable old man, who was never charged with
any extortions, and who in my own prefence,
challenged his congregation to bring forward any

‘charge againft him, was rebbed of what little he
had to fupport him in hisold age, even of his very
bed. Anotheron fufpicion of having brought the
army to his congregation to prevent the deluded
people from fwearing, was on the point of being
torn limb from limb, at his altar, had not a gen-
tleman ftepped forward and faid, that he himfelf
was the perl%n who had applied to the magiftrate
for the purpofe. = The gentleman himfelf narrowly
efcaped with his life, through the interpofition of
the Vicar-general, who had the prefence of mind
to ftep. with the Crucrifix in his band between the
gentleman and the enraged multitude, crying out
to them with a loud voice, [ conjure you in the
name of that God whofe image I bold, not to pollute bis
altar with muyde. : ;
$

* Thafe words are not contradified by the Bifhop,
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Is it pofiible that a man could be fo callous to
the feelings of honour, and fo impenetrable .to
the impreflions of truth, as to obtrude on the
public fuch barefaced flanders as T heophilus has
done? Could not his zeal againft Popery, and
that unprovoked vengeance, the offspring of the
Demons of night, be fufficiently glutted with the
perfecution which defencelefs men fuffer from
their own, without blackening their charaéer ?
Or could the Bifhop of Cloyne, who is prefumed
not t6 be ignorant of tranfations which happen-
both in his own and the other diocefe committed
to his care, excufe Theophilus in faying with
fuch fangfroid, that an apprebenfion for the fafety of
religion will naturally excite a warmth. - Will zeal
for rel'gion juftify what pature and religion
condemi' ¢ Or did the Bithop of Cloyne ima-
gine that I could be fo divefted of honour, or {o
indifferent to my charaéter, as not to caft a light
upon the fubject, when once his pamphlet in
which I am fo grofsly mifreprefented, would fall
into my hands ? The infurgents then were of every
defcription of the lower orders. They made no
diftinction between the clergy of either religion,
when once they became obnoxious to them.
Their creeds were different, but they all equally
complained of tithes and tithe jobbers, whom the
Bithop in his great charity, calls zbe agents and fer-
vants of the clergy. 1 could add to the number or
the perfecuted Roman Catholic clergymen of this
county, feveral againft whom the parifhioners
fwore, and whofe maffes they have not heard, in
the long.{pace of fourteen months.

There are powerful Proteftant peers in the
county of Cork : the Bifhopof Cloyne by his pro-
feffion is of the number.— And yet thofe perfecut-
ed, defencelefs Roman Catholic clergymen had

1t
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it not in their power to vote a grateful and well
penned addrefs to the nobility of that county
for their favourable and timely interpofition, as
the Proteftant clergy had voted one to a Catholic
Nobleman. No :—Cerk is the only county in
Ireland, where a temporal peer atzacked a fecular
prieft with a cane ; and where a {piritual peer has
made /o extraordinary and an unprovoked attack on
a regular clergyman with the pen.

Glorious triumphs indeed! Battles worthy
to be recorded in hiftories, written in golden cha-
rallers, in paper preferved with Cedar juice! Hiftorie
were auree cedroque digne !

How far the Bifhop of Cloyne’s hiftory de-
ferves fuch an honour, may be conjectured by
his account of the infurretions, in which he en-
larges on the perfecutions of the Proteftant
clergy, without mentioning a word of the {uffer-
ings of the Catholic paftors. He fpeaks of a
Popifb mob,—But why does he not fpeaﬁ out, and
unfold the hiftorical page, from one margin ta
the other 2—Why does he leave fo many blanks
for me to fill up? Or, has he attempted the
tragedy of Oreftes, when he placed the Proteftant
{fufferers in the front, why did not he place the
Catholic-fufferers on the Jack of the page, and
finith the piece 2 Scriptus et integro necium finitus
Orefies.  Did not the Catholic prieft fuffer as
well as the Proteftant minifter, only that he
had not fo much to lofe, nor the fame expeéta-
tion of being reimburfed? Was not the Catho-
lic farmer as ill-treated as the Proteftant? Or
were there two different founds in Captain Right's
born? *¢ Arms were taken out of the hands of
 Proteftants, fays the Bifhop, I atk by whom¢
Is he fure that the hand that wrefted them from
the Proteftancs, ever made the fign of the crofs?

Beds,
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Beds, cinaths, and money were taken from the
Catholic clergy.—Who took them from thofe
men, to whom (according to the Bithop’s favourite
Theophilus,) the Catholic laity are floves? 1 mauft
however do the Bithop the juftice that he affigds
as a partial caufe of the infurre@ions * 75¢ vor-
* mrvance of fome members of rthe eftablifhed
* church, the fupinenefs of more, the timidity
“ of the generality of magiftrates, a’ corrupt
¢ encouragement of thofe lawlefs a&s in not a
“ few.” I am extremely thankful to his Lordthip
for this figure of rhetoric, called a climax. It
i1s an evident confeflion on his part, that the
gentlemen of the eftablithed church were under
no apprehenfion of its danger, ‘much lefs of the
overthrow of the ftate by a Popifb mob : but I am
doubtful whetherthey will befo thank ful to him for
bfinging them forward as cenfederates in the
infurretions, by connivante and encouragement —
I entertain a better opinion of them. Their
fupinenefs then muft have originated in 2 con-
viétion that the poor cottagers and the griping
tithe jobbers did not ftand upon favourable terms
with each other; and that in the confi&
for a potatoe or fheaf of corn, the Proteftant
gentlemen would not regret if ‘the latter were
worfted. They had their properties and con-
fequence to hazard in cafe of a revolution : —
and had their imaginations been haunted with the
gloomy fpeftres which Dodor Woodward now
raifes all over the kingdom, they would have
been more ‘attive and wigilant ; though they
have not read the Roman Pontificial with that
attention which Doftor Woodward had beftowed
onit, to find our the Catholic Bifhop’s con-
fecration oath ; yet common fenfe and the
knowledge of the world informed them, that

there
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there was no danger of tbe Proteflant ajcens

dancy, from a Popifh mob, affified by a foreign
power. .
When Do&tor Woodward promifed in the title

page of his pamphlet, @ General Account of the In-

Jurredions in Munfier, we little expected a fhort

martyrology of two or three pages, announci
threats 20 burn new churches, which are ftill ftand-
ing, and have no elements to refift but wind and
rain: - Old churches to be changed into mafs boufes,
which have not yet been fprinkled with holy-wax
tery the tongues of clergymen to be cut eut, which
tungues have not yet loft their {pring ; and other
alarming menaces, for which he acknowledges to
have no other voucher, but apaper be received from
Cork. Thus the boafting poet in Horace promifed
a mighty defcription of the feats and atchievements
performed before the walls of Troy. < Fortuunam
Priami cantabo et nobile belium.”

The mountain was in labour (faid the Poet) and
was delivered of a moufe.—From great promifss
of A General Account of tke Rife and Progrefs of vhe
Infurrestions in Munfter, we expeéted mighty mat-
ters. — We expeéted that the dignified hiftorian,
would not be content with moiftening the nib of
his pen with a dmall drop, without dipping it
deeper into his inkpot.—We had room to expe&
that he would lay open the fources of information,
do juftice toall parties, and be religioufly accurate
in his defcriptions. He talks of @ Popifb mob, tak-
ing arms out of ‘the bands of Proteftants.— A chardb
nasled up.——A new church threatened to be burnt,
an old church was not left for the purpofe of beimg
whangediinto a mafs-boufe, “ And veftries controul-
¢ ed'in fuch a‘manner as not to afford elements
“ for the Communion, though the Cavholics are
¢ excluded from having votes when thefe veftries

 are
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¢ are held.”—Thole fats, and the threats already
mentioned, make up this interefting and * Gene-
¢ ral Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the
¢ Infurre&tions in Munfter :” —and from fuch
facts who would nort infer that the overthrow of
- the eftablifhed religion was meditated by the Ca-
tholics. It muft be the author’s meaning and drift
to create fuch a belief in the minds of his readers,
or there is no meaning in what he writes.—Why
does not he mention the chapels that were nailed
up—the Catholic clergy who fuffered—the reduc-
tion of their accuftomed dues—the Proteftants
who headed the infurgents—his own churches
reforted to as to fo many afylums, inorder to elude
the laws—the motives and {prings of their diffe-
rent tranfactions—the rife of the evil, and the ap-
plication of the remedy.

He informs us that Donoghmore church was nailed
#p; and leaves his readers to look at the nails
without pointing out to the hand that drove them
in, having previoufly fo deeply imprefled his
mind with the terrors of Popery, as to make him
guefs that a Popifth hand had raifed the hammer.

The Bifhop could not be ignorant of the cir-
cumftances which gave rife to this tranfaction.—
He knows that the Proteftant clergyman of that
parifh was beloved in the place, and had a grear
number of powerful friends. The Bifthop of Cloyne
appointed another clergyman to officiate in his
room. This was not agreeable to the parifhioners.
When the ftrange clergyman came on a Sunday
morning to the church, he found it nailed up.
Let the reader draw the inference. The Bifhop

thould have either, not mentioned the church of
Donoghmore, or not omitted this circumftance,
which would either lead his reader into a know-

ledge that either the Proteftant parifhioners nailed
: UP
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up the church, or if there were any Catholics
amongft them, that it was not from a defign to
invade the church, but from a love for the clergy-
man who was to quit the parifth. But this manner
of relating facts would not anfwer Do¢tor Wood-
ward’s end. He mentions ¢ a clergyman at whom
‘¢ ftones were thrown whilft he was officiating, and
“ who would have been murdered by a neigh-
*“ bouring POPISH CONGREGATION, but for a mef-
¢ fenger who was difpatched from the fame con-
‘¢ gregation to inform him of the danger.”” I am
not a perfon of fuch a caviling difpofition as to
deny facts, except when I have fufficient evidence
‘to difprove them. But if the Bifhop had related
all the circumftances relative to the above tranf-
action, the reader would attribute it to fome caufe
different from the defign of a popifh confederacy
to overturn the eftablifhed church.

In relating this tranfaction, which a Catholic
would hold in the fame deteftation in which a Pro-
teftant would hold it, has the Bifhop, as a candid
hiftorian, informed his readers that previous to
this infult there had been an unhappy affray ? A
warrant, which the parifhioners of both religions
deemed illegal, had been iffued in order to levy
church rates, after a manner to which the pa-
rifhioners had net been accuftomed. As far as I
have been informed, the rates were to be levied
on plough-lands, inftead of having recourfe to
the ufual mode. The people refilted, and in the
refiftance two of the parifhioners unfortunately
lolt their lives. The killers were indicted for
murder. The bills were 7gnor’d. This exafperated
the peeple. Their minds itill in a ferment—a new
clergyman was fent to officiate in the parith. They
were more difpofed in favour of his predeceflor:
Whilft the clergyman was reading prayers, a boy,

D .
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perhaps a fon to one of the mén Who had beéd
killed, began to throw ftones, and was immediately
hindered.—As to the fa¢t that theé men were killed,
1 appeal to the Bithop himfelf ; though I do not
think he would be glad the affair fhould be
brought before the court of King’s bench, as
blood fhed on the {core of confecrated goods, has
always wounded the clerical profeflion in every
age, and in every nation.—As to the circumftan-
ces, I am not acquainted with the minute detail
of them. For the truth of the above accourit, I
appeal to the Proteftant gentlemen in the néigh-
bourhood of Ballivoorna. When he talks of the
reduétion of the tithes in the foregoing diftrict,
the Bifhop and I relate the {ame facts ; but our
inferences are different-——He relates bare facts,
without mentioning one fingle eircumftance which
may determine the reader’s judgment in favour of
an ihjured and mifreptefented people. His only
objeét through the courfe of his pamphlet; is to
prove, what no man of fenfe in Freland believes,
viz. Tue CuurcH OF IRELAND is AT THIS PRE-
SENT MOMENT IN IMMINENT DANGER OF SUBVER~
$ION,

If faéts, fuch as are related by the Bithop, were
really believed, they certainly would be very al-
arming. But when related with their concomitant
circumftances, and the motives that gave them
rife, the phantom vanithes. The candid reader will
infer from the above fact, that the attack on the
clergyman was not 2 Popifb confederacy againit the
eftablifbed religion, but an ebullition of pafiion oc-
cafioned by refentment. When Pope Alexander
the Sixth, ordered fix cardinals to be fowed up in
a bag, and caft into the Tyber, nohe but a fool
can imagine that it-was with a view to overthrow
their religion ; and no wife man will conftrue it

nto
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ifito a plot againft the church. Two or three ftones
are thrown at a clergyman by a boy, after feeing
the mangled body of his father ftretched dead in
a field, in confequence of a conteft about eccle-
fiaftical dues: However unjuftifiable the inful,
the Bithop muft certainly have piercing eyes when
he difcovers every one’s religion in a crowd—Or
when he confounds the religions of all who were
concerned in the tumults of the South, and amal-
gamates or unites them into one Popifb mafs : we
can therefore literally apply to the Hiftorian of the
-Whitebgys, the réemark made on Cambden, who
from partiality to his nation, had both eyes open
when he*wrote of the Englifh, one eye thut when
he wrote of the Scotch, but was guite biind when
ve wrote of the Irifh, :

Angligenus oculis perluftras Camdene duobus;

Monoculus Scotes : Caus Hibernos.

Hitherto the Bifhop has kept us outfide the
doors of his churches. ILet us now follow him into
the fantuary.—He talks of ¢¢ Veftries being in-
“ timidated by the Whiteboys from granting mo-
‘¢ ney for the purchafe of elements for the Holy
“ Communion.”

How many Vefiries have they intimidated? Or
was this satimidation a Popifb confederacy, to over-
turn the eftablithed religion by extinguithing fer-
vor and devotion ? I do not perceive this extraor-
dinary zeal for .the Sacraments amongft either
Catholics or Proteftants which gives the minifters.
of religion room to complain of the great cori-
fumption of facramental wine, and confecrated
bread. The more they fee their inftructors attach-
ed t0 the world, the contempt of which they are
bound to enforce ; the more they feem intent upon

D2 iound-
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founding the trumpet of religious war, on the
{core of fpeculative tenets, which furpafs the
comprehenfion of the multitude, and neglect cha-
rity, peace and humanity, which are within the
reach of all; the more the laity perceive the mi-
nifters of a religion which is ‘the offspring -of
Heaven, intent upon fixing its root in the earth,
the more they will relax in their fervor, and be
inclined to believe ¢ that the facred miniftry is &
¢ kind of craft in the hands of fkilful interefted men,
¢ who for the fake of lucre and emolument, would
¢ preach up Chrift in Europe, and Diana at Ephe-
¢ fus, had they lived in the time of Demetrius,
¢ the filverfinith, who complained that his trade
“ would be loft if the temple of the Goddefs was
¢ deferted.” His Lordfhip knows that thefe are
the obloquies and reproaches of our modern deifts
and free-thinkers. :

He knows that in every age, people have availed
themfelves of obloquies and reproaches againft
the clergy, and alledged them as a caufe of fepa-
ration from his church, as well as from mine. The
beft method of filencing the voice of obloquy
raifed againft the minifters of religion, is a conduét
marked with that charity and difinterefinefs which
the public are entitled to expect from perfons of
their facred funétions. How far the Bilhop of
Cloyne’s pamphlet has contributed to vindicate
the clerical profeflion from fuch afperfions, and to
prove that the minifter’s of the Gofpel are the
moft charitable and difinterefied mortals on earth,
let his readers judge. He is 2 minute Hiftorian
who 1s not fatisfied with informing his readers that
the Whiteboys intimidating Veftries from colleting
church rates, without alarming the piety of the
devouteft fouls, by threatening them with a fpi-

ritual
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ritual famine from Popifb plunderers, who deprive
them of the elements for the Holy Communion.

If the Bithop had been as accurate in enume-
rating all the tranfactions of the Munfter peafant-
ry, as he has been in his detail of churches and
elements, more figures would rife to view on his -
hiftorical canvafs, for in the groupe would appear
perfecuted priefts and deferted chapels. He has paint-
ed one fide of the face and thadowed the other.—
It is incumbent on me to {upply the defet. When
my readers are acquainted with my motives, and
. the reafons which induce me to.enter into {fo mi-
nute a detail, they will excufe my prolixity.

The character of the nation has been injured in
foreign countries, where we are confidered as in a
ftate of barbarifm and rebellion, in confequence
of the exaggerated accounts induftrioufly circu-
lated in the public prints, fince the beginning of
the difturbances. As the Bithop of Cloyne’s -
pamphlet has been read at St. James’s, his Majefty
muft entertain an extraordinary opinion of the
Diffenters and Catholics of Ireland. The Irifh
Catholics in particular, are objels of deteftation
all over Great-Britain, in confequence of Theo-

hilus’s addrefs, ‘the marrow of which is inferted
in the Monthly Review for January 1787, which
fell into my hands the day I fat down to write
this defence, ¢ the difturbances in Ireland are the
« refult of a Popifh confederacy, cemented by
« Popifh clergymen, and their votaries, with a
« delign to overturn the eftablithed religion.—
¢ All thefe misfortunes flow from a relaxation of
< the Popery Laws, as from their genuing fource,
“ &c&"&c.” )

I am then indifpenfably bound to undeceive the
public both in Ireland, and wherever elfe this
. pamphlet may appear, Juftice to my country, to
- D 3 the
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the Irifh Catholics, and to myfelf, requires an
exalt and minute detail. |

A pitched battle, in which ten thoufand on each
fide had fallen in the field, has not employed fo
many pens, nor occafioned fuch alarms,-as the
mighty excurfions of Captain Right’s forces.—
They difturbed the peace of the community, it 18
true; and for this they are juitly cenfured, and
juftly punifhable. They colle@ted money in two
or three places, for the fupport of their confede-
rates who were in gaol. No perfon exculpates
them for this ill-dire&ted benevolence; but if they
forced it from the people whofe relations were in
gaol, they deferved death. There was one man, I
acknowledge, cruelly and barbaroufly murdered
in the county of Tipperary: at this murder hu-
manity fhudders; there was a refpectable clergy-
‘man of the eftablithed church, the Rev. Mr. Ryan,
moft cruelly ufed; the Rey. Mr. Hare, was way-
laid and efcaped. In the county of Cork, the Rev,
Dr. Atterbury 'was forced to {wear to the Right-
boys table of tithe-rates, but received no other
injury ; the Rev, Mr. Mayne had fome of his
out-houfes burned ; the Rev. Mr. Kenny, from
terror quitted his habitation; and Archdeacon
Tifdall, with FatherBurke, the prieft of the parifh,
in which both refided, took fhelter in Cork ; the
Rev. Mr. Browne had two or three horfes crop-
ped. All thefe gentlemen, Mr. Burke excepted,
are the clergcymen of the eftablithed church.—
There was not a fenfible Catholic in the county
of Cork that did not condemn and deteft the ufage
given them, and the more fo, as fome of them are
confidered as fathers to the poor. The Bithop of
Cloyne upbraids me with uttering panegyricks
on fome of the Proteftant clergy.—But equally
indifferent to his cenfure or applaufe, 7 fball ever

pay
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pay tribute to merit. Sorry am I, as an Hiftorian
and a man of feelings, that he has not enumerated
the Catholic clergymen, who were equal {ufferers
in the ftorm. His readers would then be of opi-
nion, thar the Right-boys were as hoftile to the
Church of Rome, as to the eftablifhed religion.
In the long fpace of fifteen months, whilft the
difturbances continued, until the prefent Earl of
Carhampton, (then Lord Luttrell) came to Mun-
{ter, 1 never heard of any murder committed b
the White-boys. If there has been any, I fhall
__rclatc it in a future edition of this pamphlet.
Every robbery, every outrage has been attribu-
ted to thofe deluded and unhappy people. And to
my furprife, (if furprifed I could be, after {0 many
falfehoods propagated from the county where I
refide,) on my arrival in Dublin, what fhould I
read but an account of four hundred White-boys
attacking officers of the army, near Cork. Three
nights before I fet off from that city, we had an
account of this extraordinary encoupter.— An
officer on his return from the {ports of the field,
for want of other game, fhot a peafant’s dog:
before he had time to recharge his piece, the aftive
clown with his ftick, reyenged the death of the
guardian of his cabbin. "Lhis brought on an
affray.— 'his affray was conftrued into Whiteboy~
ifm ; and had there not been a Whiteboy or a Right-
boy in the world, zouch me, touch my dog would be
a ftanding maxim with a» Irifb peafant. He com-
monly anfyers one quettion with another, and re-
turns blow for blow. This laft part of his educa-
tion he received from the inftinct of nature, which
is forwarded &y the Irifb foil, 1o favourable to the
rowth of valour, If he was guilty of no other
%ault but that of refenting an unpravoked ijury,
with a ftroke of Shilelab, the nobulity and _g‘cntr};
"0
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of Ireland would not blame him much. They
themfelves are remarkable for bravery; and their
character is not to be infulted with impunity,
Far be it from me to countenance diforder. But
I muft make allowance for the paflions of man.—
My feelings are hurt when I fee every trifling {cuf-
fle magnited into rebellion againft the flate,and every
murmur againft a pro€or or tithe-jobber exagge-
rated into a confederacy againft the church; to the dif-
credit of the county of Cork, in particular, every,
dwarf was metamorphofed into a giant. Tithe-
jobbers, firained every nerve to alairm the fears of
Government, in order to fecure themfelves in their
extortions, by painting the deluded peafantry as
unworthy of the leaft compaffion. In the reverend
author of the letter Jound on the road between Cork
and Clogbnakilty, addreffed 10" Dr. O’ Leary, they
found a favourite hiftorian, who, in peafants going
before day for fand to- manure their {pots of
ground, could difcover Orlando's and Orfons.
The fport of fchool-boys was magnified into
fieges. In Monkitown, where ladies and gentle-
men pafs a good part of the fummer for the bene-
fit of bathing, what uproars and alarms! Two wags,
for the fake of diverfion, founded an old horn in
the dead of the 'night, and threw all the ladies
and gentlemen into a panic. In the {pace of
- three weeks this no&turnal fport was reprefented
in the diftant prints as a ferious blockade by Cap:.
Right, at the head of five hundred men. In this
manner, at a diftance from the fcene of action,
were numbers alarmed at the report of the taking
of Umbrage§. To give a hiftory of the falfe ac.
_ | ~ counts

§ As the words reiuirc an explanation, for the infiru@ion of feve-
_1al, itis fit to remark, that when it was reported in the papers that
the-* French had taken UMBRAGE at the proceedings of the Englifh,”

fome



(%57 )

counts prepagated in the public papers, and of the
maneeuvres of tizhe-dealers, would be an endlefs
tafk. I muft haften to the vefiries, as the Bifhop
complains that they *¢ were intimidated from pur=
*¢ chaling the elements for the holy communion.”

I have not heard but of one veftry in his diocefe,

. relative to which there has been any intimidation.

The people who complained of #ithes complained
alfo of the rife of paryh rates, and requefted the
gentleman who had the fuperintendance of the
veftry, not to increafe them. In the year eighty,

‘church-rates in fome parts of the diocefe of Cloyne

were but 1/. 25. 6d. Whereas in the year 1786,
they were increafed to 2/. os. 64. in fome places.
Both Proteftants and Catholics, finding that their
piety did not increafe in proportion to the rapid
rile of the ecclefiaftical revenues, and that the
clergy were not more holy and difintercfled in the
year eighty-fix, than they were.in the year eighty,
thought fit that fanctity fhould not be f{o much
diftanced by the price of fantification. They
brought both within nearer view of cach other.
And hence this myftery of popery controlling
veftries, and depriving fouls who did not chufe to
pay too much for their canonization, is unravelled.
With regard to the notice ordering a church to be
left for a mafs-houfe, and threats to burn a new
one, I ridiculed the very idea of it in my laft
addrefs to the white-boys. He fays that « they

« bound themf{elves by oath, in prefence of the

« church-wardens, to burn the new church, if the
# old. one was not left for @ mafs-boufe.” = Who
& 4 were

fome wifcacres imagined that UMBRAGE was the name of fome greag

" city. The miftake of the meaning of the word often leads into error.
. And of this error thofe are guilty who confound whiteboyifm wuh a

popith confederacy.
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were thofe who bound themfelves by oath to
commit fuch a deed? Does his church-wardens
know them? If they do, let them bring them
forth to juftice? If they do not know them, how
do they know their religion? Have they fulfilled
their engagement? Was mafs faid in the old
church? Is the new church burnt? Is it
likely, that a fet of men who have not heard

yers from their own paftors in the long fpace
of fourteen months, and who had flocked to his
churches for the fake of impunity, would, as I
remarked in my letter to them, indulge fuch
fervour, as to have a church for a mafs-houfe, and
die martyrs to devotion >—Adpgge nuge ! -

If the Bithop believes this a ferious affair, I
applaud him for the ftrength of his faith. Un-
der apprehenfions of terror, the imagination
vealizes phantoms. We read in hiftory that armies
in the dead of the night encamped on the fummit
of a] hill, imagining that the enemies were drawn
up in battle array in a diftant plain®, The out-
{couts at the dawn of day difcovered, to their fur-
prife, that it was an extenfive field, covered with
overgrown thiftles, #dding with the breeze, and
{eeming to beckon to their purfuers to advance.
Doctor Woodward’s imagination creates fimilar
foes. Nor can we difcover any danger to the
Bithops o/d or new church, except what he figures to
himfelf in his pamphlet.

But will Mr. O’Leary deny that fuch notices
were pofted up, or that fuch letters, threatening to cut
out tongues, (Fc. were written? By no means.—
Mr. O’Leary is not inclined to controvert facts
vouched by the Bithop’s authority, except when

' ; he

# The army of the princes in the rcign.of Lewis the Eleventh,
8¢e Father Daniel’s Hiftory of France,
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he has falts to counterbalance them. In that
cafe he humbly takes the liberty of being guided
by his own judgment. He does not believe the Pope’s
infallibility ; much lefs will he place infallibility in
the BiIhOP of Cloyne’s oracles even when he deli-
vers them from his tripod. But he is humbly
‘of opinion that fuch notices and letters came from
other quarters. Tithe-proctors, tithe-jobbers, and
others were interefted in alarming the nation, and
awakening the fears of Government. They dread-
ed the leaft alteration in the prefent fyftem, and
knew that the beft method to fecure fuccefs to their
plan, was to blacken, as much as pofiible, deluded
men who were already but too obnexious. Hence
the exaggerated accounts of the white-boys circu~
lated in the diftant prints: all provifions, and
every communication between town and country—-

cut off.—Yet our markets were fupplied as ufual.
A lady of confequence, who ipends her time
and income in encouraging arts and manufac-
tures ; on whofc eftate the little girl of five carns
her bread by knitting; whofe tenants wear {hoes
and ftockings, clean fhirts and warm frize, whilft
the tenants of feveral are thivering with cold aad
pinching with hunger; who, when the peafant
dies, gives the warm cabin, and a fpot of ground
reni-free to the widow and orphans, until the eldeft
fon is able to provide for them; who has diffufed
a fpirit of induftry and vigour amongft the naked
and unemployed inhabitants of barren rocks ; and
who, like another Zenobia, has a manly heart in a
female breaft :———this lady intended to drain part
of a lake, in order to enlarge her 1mprovements.
A grateful peafantry flocked to the work. It was
enough.. We foon read in the diftant papers that
a thoufand white-boys had thrown up intrenchiments,
and had formed a regular encampment ELPG;n 1:1“
ands.
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lands. Numberlefs falfehoods have been induftri-
oufly propagated, to the difhonour of the country.
No honeft man would juftify any breach of the
public peace, and no man who pays any regard for
juftice or truth would propagate infamy and
falfehood. :

Before the relaxation of the popery laws, a
wretch, after having quitted his houfe, et fire to it
in the dead of night, and fwere to damages which
were to be made good at the expence of the in-
nocent. The villainy was proved .in open court.
Had the Bithop made enquiries, perhaps he would
find that {fome tithe-jobbers tampered with their
hirelings to fet fire to their own corn.—By this
manceuvre they expected that a zen-fold gain would
compenfate for this wilful lg/s. 1doubt not then
the reality of the notices, however abfurd, nor the
threats, however unlikely to be carried into execu-
tion: but fifpeiZ the quarier jfrom wh_uce they came.
Intereft and vengeance combined, are capable of
giving greater alarms, but the judgment muft
not be captivated to the yoke of an implicit
belief, when the motives of credibility are du-
bious.  Anenymous letiers ave bad <vouchers. No
man, intent upen the murder of another, ever
forewarns him eof the danger, If a perfon wrote
me a letter, threatening to cut out my tongue, I
would not’ be under the leaft apprehenfion that
he intended to deprive me of the organ of {peech,
becaufe if he were in earneft, he would cautioufly
-watch his oportunity without putting me on
‘my guard, Be this as it may, we all deplore
the peace of fociety difturbed; the property of
Individuals injured by nightly excurfions, and the
diftraction of the community

But the duty of the hiftorian confines him within

the limits of truth, and ii relating events, when he
cannot
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cannot know the real caufes, he muft aflign the
moft probable. The Bifhop’s favourite layman,
talks of people hanging in gallowfes, noies and ears
cut off, &c. Will the Bithop be his voucher.—
For while I am on the fpot, I fhall controvert the
legendary tales of any modern Sir John Temple.
No; the Bithop cannot produce one fingle
inftance of any man’s being murdered by the
white-boys in the counties of Cork or Kerry, and
as for nofes, had he difcovered any of them to be
cut off by the white-boys, his =zeal' for religion
would have induced him to collect and fix them
as a frontifpiece to his pamphlet in-order to orna-
ment his piffure of perfecution, and give it its due
proportion. 1 enquired about thofe ears and nofes,
and can get no information. The operations then
of a campaign of fifteen months ; a campaign
which has attrated the attention of all Europe,
(thanks to our tithe jowrnalifts) have been con-
fined, as I remarked before, to two or three proc-
tors, buried without being dead, and rifing imme-~
diately, without waiting for the found of the /a8
trumpet 3 the burning of fome few ricks of carn,
and the cropping of nine or ten hacks which are
ftill at the plough ; N.B. The two laft that were
cropped after Lord Luttrell’s firft excurfion to
Muntter, thoughthe oldeft in the {tudd, were cropt
with as much nicety s if young mifs’s ears were
to be bored for the reception of ornamental pen-
dants: a flightwound, dut great noife! Such is the
number of the wounded by the white-boys in the
counties of Cork and Kerry. But where is the
number’ of the flain?—The flain and mortally
wounded, were the deluded &ipeds; whom the
Bithop of Cloyne did neither exhort, nor banifh
from his churches; and who, goaded by opprel-
fion on the on¢ hand, and expecting impt;nity
' rom
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from hypoctify on the other; gave into thofe wild
and extravagant meafures, againft which Mr,
O’L.eary cautionéd them. During the difturbanees;
the Catholic clergy and laity fuffered mofe than
their Proteftant neighbours ‘of the fame reipetive
orders. And when the Bifhop promifes his readers
A GENERAL ACCOUNT of the rife and progrefs of thé
snfurretiions in Munfier, we lirtle expected that his
account would be inclofed in a nutthell, of which
five or fix Proteftant clergymen are the kernel,
whilft the perfecuted Catholic clergymen are o-
mitted, as the withered leaves of the tree, left out
of his hiftorical deffert.

Such, is the plain, candid and unadorned ac-
count of the difturbances, in the fuppreflion of
which I have taken fo ative a part, whillt the
Bifhop, as an unconcerned {pectator, ftood gazing
upon an eminence at a great diftance from the field
of battle. After a large fabric has been on fire
for more than twelve months, is it laudable in him
to come forth with the doleful news; that a few
rafters have been burnt ? He fhould rather have
been the firft to put his hand to the engine, in
order to bring the fire under, and to prevent it
from communicating to the adjacent buildings.
When the prophet Jeremiah wrote his Lamenta-
" tions, it was a long time before the deftruétion of
Jerufalem, in order to caution the people, and in=
duce them to guard againft the impending cala-
mity. When the prophet Ezechiel had eaten a
book, in which were written Jamentations aND a
SONG, and woe, it was to forewarn an obflinate

ple: But when the Bifhop cries aloud from
the walls of Jerufalem, ThE cHURCH oF IRELAND
1S AT THIS PRESENT MOMENT IN IMMINENT DAN-
GER OF SUBVERSION, It i8 after the Chaldeans had
raifed the fiege and retired to their country, —

- fifteen
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fiftéén months after the difturbanees had broken
out : after Lord Kenmare, a Catholic peer, had
fuppreflfed them in Kerry : after the Lord Chief
Baron Yeiverton had decreed an atonement to vie-
lated juftice, by the punithment of fuch criminals
as were found guilty of a breach of the laws ; and
after the prefent Earl of Carhampton (then Lord
Luttrell) had pacified the entire province, a few
ftragglers excepted. If in the long fpace of fifteen
months he was really convinced that the vefiel of
the eftablifhed religion, of which he is one of the
pilots, was in imininent danger,why has he flept at
the helm ? When the ftorm is over and the fea ex-
hibits a {mooth furface, he fings the doleful ditty
of the fhipwrecked mariner all over the three
Kingdoims; but where was he when the thip was
on the point of finking? Where was the paftoral
letter ? Where was the pathetic addrefs? Where
was the publication replete with thofe figures and
tmages which would work en the paffions of the
Proteftant nobility and gentry of the province,
and awaken them to a fenfe of their danger? lt
is no grear hardfhip for a Bithop to publith a

amphlet in eighty-feven, which he had the
eifure to write in the vear eighty-fix. But where
were the exertions of the paftoral care? where was
the fhepherds whiftle heard, when the wolf was
devouring the flock ? The Bifhop acknowledges
that the diocefe of Cork was committed to his
¢are in the abfence of Dr. Mann. This additienal
charge added to that of his own diocefe fhould
have naturally redoubled his vigilance. He fhould
then'have made it his bufinefs as {uperintendant of
fuch extenfive diocefes, to get every information
relative to the diforders which diftracted the places
committed to his care : to endeavour ro fiifle .tbé
evil in §ts birth, and to prevent its {preading
further. | I fhall



(64 )

I thall make no further commehts, but leave my
readers to their own judgment, without  antici-
pating their reflettions. However the learned may
admire Tacitus, for his art in raifing a rich work
from poor materials, his judicious refletions, and
concife, though obfcure manner, of imprefling his
fentiments ; yet I fhall never take him for my
guide, becaufe he is fo0 malignant, and aferibes
the moft cafual events to A DARK poriCy. If Au-
guftus names Tiberius for his fucceffor, it is ac-
cording to Tacitus, with a defign, that the vices
of that tyrant, fhould ferve as a foil to.fet off his
own good qualities. If Pifo 1s appointed governor
of fuch a province, it is in order to be a {py over
Germanicus, whom Tiberius envied. If Sejanus
is eleCted prime minifter, it is in order to glut the
vengeance of the gods. Thus he afcribes the off-
{pring of chance to a gloomy deftiny. His cha-
ralters generally bear the fame features. It is not
the man whom he defcribes, but the hiftorian’s
heart I read. For this very reafon I do not like
him, becaufe he diftorts the objefts. Had the
fame events happened in his time at Rome which
have happened within thofe fifteen months in the
county where I refide, what a political piciure
would not Tacitus have left to future ages! The
plebeians all up in arms, and the fupreme Augur
afleep without confulting the Omens! The temples
of the gods threatened with deftruction, and zbe
Pontiff filent! And when the danger is over, and
the empire_in commotion, the Pontiff offering
propitiatory facrifices, inviting the people to
burn incenfe, in order to avert thofe calamities
from which the gods had delivered them, during
his fecurity and fomnolence! Refletions of this
kind I leave to fuch hiftorians as Tacitus, or to
the Bifhop himfelf, who is {0 ingenious as to me-

tamorphofe
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tamorphofe me into a being to which I bear no
refemblance, and to caft me in a mould fo ill fit-
ted to my frame.

Can any perfon in his fenfes prefume that the
Catholics of Ireland, after the late indulgence ex-
tended to them by the reigning powers, would be
fo divefted of gratitude and common fenfe as to
expole their necks to the chain with which rigor-
ous laws had bound them for fo many years.—
When their anceftors figned the capitulation of
Limerick, and fubmitted to the fon-in-law of their
former fugitive and cowardly king, fooner than
violate the laws of nations, afterwards.fo bafely
violated by the laft of the Scuarts, they declined
availing themfelves of the {fuccours fent by Lewis
the Fourteenth: when Albereni fent the fon of
James the Second to Scotland, the Irith Catholics
remained quiet and peaceful, though they had
every reéafon to expeét the affiftance or Spain if
they joined the fon of theirformer king: when
the prefent family was.not fufficiently fettled on a
throne threatened by foreign foes, and an afpiring
candidate who had his father’s title to plead, and
numbers of his/partizans, each to join him in
fupport of his pretenfions: when the plains of
Fontenov were ‘dyed with Englith blood, and
George the Second threatened with expulfion from
the Britith dominions, by a young pretender
marching to the feat of empire, was there any com-
motion amongfi the Catbolics of Ireland? When
Thurot landed at Carrickfergus who were the
Catholiesithat flocked to his banners in the North?
Wherg were the Catholics who caufed a diverfion
in his favour in the South ? When England was {ur-
rouvnded by a warring world, and one of her ftrong-
eft limbs torn from her body, by the lofs of Ame-
rica; her fleets purfued by a victorious enemy,
difplaying their flag onélcr coalts, and Irc]ziincli_,
Ry ef-
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deftitute of any afiiftance but the loyalty and cou-~
rage of her fons, who forgot their unhappy and
fatal prejudices in the common danger, did the
Irifh Catholics ftand by as neutral fpectators, in
expectation of the event ? Did not they flock to
the ftandard of their Proteftant neighbours, and
march at the fignal, either to defend their common
country, or to mingle their bloed in the fame
trenches with their fellow-fubjects? Are thofe then
the men whofe loyalty fhould be fufpected, and
charaéters traduced ? Or muft the Bithop’s clamour
ohout tithes become now a wakeful trump to thunder
divifion amongft three bodies of fubjeéts, who in
time of danger were confolidated into one? He
alarms the members of the eftablithed church
with the danger wherewith they are threatened
from the Catholics ready fo fet up their own. He
excludes both from national confidences then fhifts
the ground, and after having difcarded the Diflen-
ters as hoftile to bis effablifbment, he invites them
back to his ftandard, in order to joim him in his
attack upon the Catholics, by reminding them of
the lenient ufoge they met with from his church,
when compared with the fevere ufage they would
meet with from the church of Rome.

¢« The Lion one day invited the beafts to 2
¢ hunting party, and promifed to divide the fpoils.
« The Afs with his loud notes roufed the game,
« which was foon run down. Thedivifion of the.
« fpoil commenced. This belongs to me, faid the
« 1jon, according to compact; and this becaufz
« my name is Lion, and this for fuch a reafon;
«¢ ‘and who would dare to touch the reft?” One
would imagine that Afop had read the Bifhop’s
pamphlet. * Come Diffenters to my affiftance, though
< T have excluded you before from national confidence,
<« pyemies to my eftablifpment, which from principle
S you are inclined 10 pull down, become my auxili-

aries
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 aries now in chaining your fellow-fubjeéts of the Ca-
* tholic perfuafion, left they reach their hands to the
¢ facred fbeaf. But as for you, you dare not to touch it
“ For my name is Lion.”” The Bilhop would have
{ome colourable pretence for alarming the fears of
Irilh Diflenters, and prejudicing them againft
their Catholic fellow-fubjects, if he had the gene-
rofity to divide the fpoils.—But wil/ be divide the
tithes with their clergy ? His invitation then and
his compliments are equally unmeaning,

Heavens forbid, that the natives of this king-
dom, let their religion be what it may, thould ever
relapfe into the frenzy of deftru&tive and unchrif-
tian diffenfions. :

The Difenters may then fay to the Bithop of
Cloyne. “¢ We will fuppori the State, ‘not in compli-
“ amce With your CHARITABLE ADMONITION, 7y
s Lord, but becaufe it is our intereft and duty. But
¢ we will not make war upon our neighbours for tithes
““and mitres. We fball nat effate from the pannels of
‘¢ your 'Lordfbip’s carriage, “shaofe emblems of ecclefi-
““ aftical pre-eminence yow hbave borrowed from  the
““ Church of Rome, and-which you are now expofing
‘¢ ‘to public deteftation; nor thall we diminith the
‘“ pumber of your difhes, which the Catholic
“ clergy have drefled for you ages before they
¢ imagined that Bifhops, inftead of praying for
“ them and their {ucceflors, would difturb the
* dead in their graves, by attributing to them
“ doctrines they never taught, and exciting the
jealoufy and refentment of the reigning powers
againft the living, by cafting at their thretholds
abortives they difclaim. We fhall not engage, my
Loard, ‘in a Crufade to make war upon Infidels
who are not in pofleffion of your Holy Land.
¢ It is extraordinary in you to alarm the pub-
“dic, with the dangers of Popery, when you re-
¢ tain the moft opprefiive part of a religion, from

E 2 “ which
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which you are {prung: tithes, that are oppref-
five to the poor, and pre-eminence, which in
all ages has not been well relifbed by the rich.
We cannot in reafon hate a Catholic for his
{peculative creed.~—His belief of the real pre-
fence affects us no more than if he belived that
Berenices trefles were changed into a comet:—
Nor are we much concerned whether in that
immenfity beyond the grave, there: may be an
intermediate place between the two extremes of
complete happinefs and complete: mifery.— A
place where the foul atones for venial lapfes,
and pays off a part of the debts it has contracted
here. It is equal to us where a. man pays his
debts, whether here or in purgatory, provided
‘he pays ourfelves what he owes us. And how-
ever clamorous a mitred divine may be abouta
Popith purgatory, HE MAY PERHAPS GO FUR~-
THER,. AND SPEED WORSE. '

¢« The prottor’s pound where the cottagers cow
pou g _

or calf is imprifoned, is a greater nuifance to
the living, than thoufands of {ubteraneous ca-
verns beyond the grave. When you call upon
‘us then to your affiftance againft our Catholic
neighbours, we fhall not obey the fummons,
until you divide with us the fpoils of piety
which bave been tranfmitted to you by the
Catholic clergy, whom you are now attacking.
When they were groaning under the yoke of
penal laws, we publifhed refolutions at Dun-
gannon, which were read with admiration all

-

over Europe. In them we declared, ¢ That as -

we held freedom of confeience facred in ourfelves,
Jowe keld it facred in ethers, and gloried in the

.'profpe&: of our Catholic fellow-fubjets eman-
%%
.
213

cipation. America copied after the illuftrious
example. The Emperor has placed the God-
like image-of toleration, in the fame banners

5 “ with
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with the Imperial Eagle. Good fenfe and the
general good of fociety, are reftoring to unhap-

y mortals the unalienable charter, which fchool
divinity had ufurped, the choice of the religion
they think the beft ; and the privilege of being
accountable to God alone for their {peculative
tenets. We look upon any perfon who would
preach or practife a contrary doltrine, as an
AcITATOR Indeed ! and an AGITATING BISHOP 1S
as obnoxious a charaéter to us as any AcI1TATING
PRIEST Or FRIAR can be. You have diretted your
arrows again{t Mr. OQ’Leary 1n particular. He has
walhed off the falfe colours which your brufh
has laid on his face. He has proved in his nar-
rative, that you have not given AN ACCURATE
ACCOUNT OF THE DISTURBANCES IN MUNSTER,
You have not ftemmed the torrent.—You have
not afligned the genuine.caufes of the infurrec~
tions, which in your heart you know not to -
have originated in any Popifth confederacy
againft either church or ftate, but in the defpair
of wretchednefs, afcribable indeed to feveral
caufes, amongft which TituEs and tithe-canters
are to be enumerated. Mr. O’Leary has fully
juftified the Catholic body from the foul afper-
fion of Theophtilus and the groundlefs 1nlinua- "
tions of the Bithop of Cloyne. e has called on
you both, ¢s produce one agitating Friar, or Romifb
Miffionary fent bere to fow fedition, or who has
fown fedition in the land,— This is the chal-
lenge of conicious innocence. We f(hall noc
then quarrel with our ' Catholic neighbours,
much lefs with Mr. OQ’Leary, 1f he bas any
more to fay we fhall gladly hear him. Itis the
privilege to which every injured man is entitled.

Tho’ we confider him already as fully, acquit-

ted, yer we fhall attend to whatever further

remarks he may think fit to make on your

pamphlet.” E 3 SEC-
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SECTION THE SECONDs:

CONTAINING

A Vindication of Mr. O LEARY s Addreffes to the
WHITE-BOJIS.

I KNOW not upon what ground the Lord Bifhop
of Cloyne can fay that my addrefies are moft ar/-
Fully contrived to fow fedition 2 s it for recommend-
ing peace? No. Is it for recommending patience
ander fufferings 2 1f fo, the Bifhop muft burn the
Bible. Is it becaufe 1 did not enlarge upon the
miferics of the peafantry, in confequence of low
wages and rack=rents, as the Bifhop intimates? The
reduion of tithes and the dues of the - parifh
priefts were the only objects mentioned in the in-
{urgents proclamations. In addreffing them upon
complaints which they did not exprefs, was to
reprefent the orator who finithed by ‘the deluge,
his fermon on the refurre¢tion. The public knew
that the people were exafperated and outrageous.
T had one obje& in view, which was to work on
their paffions, by the fitteft {prings, to move the
hearts and allay the paffions of a difcontented mul-
titude. I mean bope and fear ; the dread of punifh-
ment, and the hope of redrefs.—I knew that {uch
of the clergy as, from the warmth of zeal, and
want of foreknowledge that their flock would ev_c}r

rie
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rife againft themfelves, had recourfe to the ufual
method of reclaiming them by feverity, had loft
their influence. In vain had they fubftituted 2
curfe for a prayer, and the oak /japln for the
peaceful Afperges ; the obftinacy of the paftor; at
laft the rupture rofe to fuch a height, that they
fwore in fome places never to hear prayers from
their prefent parifh priefts. This the Bifhop
cannot be ignorant of ; and the candour of the
hiftorian, when he talks of the inf{urretions, as
well as jultice to thofe perfecuted ecclefiaftics,
fhould have iuduced him to advert to this very
fingular and unexpected circumitance ; efpecially
when he had read in the flanderous Theophilus the
falfe and infamous charge brought againft thofe
clergymen, accufing them of being in a confe-
deracy with their flocks for the oventbrow of the
chierch and flate.. It was not from want of zeal
and loyalty that they mifcarried in their attempt
to te-eftablifh order. In all probability they
would have fucceeded better, had they tempered

their fire.
1 had to guard againft the inconvenience which
roved a ftumbling-block to others. I knew that
oil fmooths the ruffled fea, and that a long time
before Cicero and:Quintilian had laid down rules
for rhetoricians to work on the paflions, Solo-
mon, a greater adept 1n the knowledge of the
human heart, had faid, «“ A {foft anfwer breaketh
« anger, and a hard word raifeth up fury,” In
my two firft publications I addrefled them in the
foft language of fympathy; led them on, {tep by
ftep; to the temple of hope, at whofe gates they
thould wait with patience, kecping at a diftance
from the precipices which furround its confines,
vidlence from de/pair, and licentionfnefs from prefump-
tion. All parties acknowlgzdgc they werc wretcheg;
4 the
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the clergy knew it, -and they blamed the landlord ;
the landlords knew it, and they blamed the cler-
gy's agent. It was not my duty to dictate to
cither. - But i the Bithop affirms, in his pamphlet,
that they did not fuffer from fuch perfonsias deal
in tithes, with every deference to his Lordthip,
he fhould be better informed. A gentleman of
veracity has declared, to me that thirty-two fhil-
lings have been extorted for one acre of potatoes ;
and that when a peafant offered to buy his tithes at
a certain price, he was horfe-whipped. I do not
fay that this happened in his Lordfhip’s diocefe,
to which he thould have confined himfelf when
he became an advocate for ecclefiafpical agents. 1f
report be true, it i1s faid that in{ome places the
tithes which were fet by the clergyman for three
hundred pounds, were raifed by: thofe harpies to
the enormous fum of feven hundred, and more.
This rapid rife muft have been oppreflive to the
poor, without any benefit, but rather a lofs to the
clergyman. The Bifhop would have done well if;
in the beginning of the difturbances, and even a
long time before, he had enquired, whether there
had been in his: own diocefe a certain tithe-
jobber of fuch art, power and influence, .as to -
get the tithes for about an hundred and. fixty
pounds, which he raifed to about five hundred,
The clergyman who is all fweetnefs and huma-
nity, was under the neceflity, in his own defence,
to make over a bond to this agent, who had. the
policy and influence to hinder the peafants from
taking the tithes from ‘the lenient and lawful
owner, who was willing to let them ata moderate
price. - But when, by the above {tratagem, this
man got them into his own pofleffion, they became
the {courges of the poor, who were continually
harraffed by decrees, either real or fictitious, ‘which
: : he
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he either obtained or pretended to obtain from the
Bifhop’s court.—No mufic could be heard in his
diftrict but the noife ‘of cattle, mingled with the
cries of the wretched, feeing their little ftock fold
for half value. His pound might be compared
unto a /lion's den.. The opprefled people came to
the clergyman, requefting him to take the tithes
into his own hands, offering him twenty pounds
more than he got from the Fobber: an offer which
the clergyman, who feels for the poor, wasunder the
painful neceffity of refufing, on accountofhis pre-
engagement with the agent. All parties agree that
the unhappy people are opprefled; and the prefent
Farl of Carhampton, who commanded the army
in Munfter, and who acquitted himfelf of his com-
miflion with fo much honour and humanity 1is
convinced, that diftrefs, not wantonnefs; the ftings
of poverty, but not the defign of overturning church
or ftate ; gave rife to the difturbances in the South
of Ireland. Had the maxim that i is5 detter to pre-
vent cvimes than to punifl them, been followed; had
all the landlords, both noblemen and gentlemen,
taken an active part at the firft breaking out of the
infurrections; had they explained to their réfpective
tenants the danger and impropriety of their pro-
ceedings, enquired into their complaints, informed
them that the fenate of the nation was alone compe-
tent to make any alteration in eftablithed laws, and
that if they did not follow their advice, or obey theéir
injunctions; ‘they would be under the neceffity of
punifhing them, both as landlords and magiftrates;
had this plan been adopted, the difurbances would
have been ftified i their very birth. Such “of the
Fentlemen of confequence as had adopted this plan,
oon reftored peace and tranquillity to their diftricts.

It was the plan which Menenius Agrippa adopted
with fuccefs, when the difcontented plebeians rcc-l-
g tired
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gired to the facred mountain. It was the plan
adopted by Junius Blefus, when the Pannonian le-
gions revolted at the inftigation-of a common fol-
dier. It was the plan adopted by Lord Luttrell when
he went to the congregations, and reclaimed to,
their duty feveral parifhes, inftead of marking the
progrefs of his march with the impoverifhed blood
of half ftarved wretches. Cafar’s clemency out-
fhone the fplendor of his wictories. 'And. Lord
Luttrell’s wifdom and humanity upon that occa«
fion, befides the honour and efteem he: acquired,
have contributed more to the reftoration of order
and tranquillity, than if he had let.the army loofe,
and begun with coercion and violence,

The miniftry of a clergyman, \is a miniftry of
charity and compaflion; when I fee then, heroes
bred in camps, and trained up'amidft the clafh of
arms, {heath upon feveral occafions the {word, and
hold out the olive branchy when in the cure of
wounds, lenitives are preferred to caufticks, I am
not afhamed for having addrefled a difcontented
people, in the ftyle of {ympathy and tendernefs.—
But when I fee a Prelate, whofe very robes are by
their inftitution, emblematical of extenfive charity,
exhibit fymptoms of joy in the expectation that the
poor will not be relieved by their rulers, I thould
be more inclined to cur/e the priefthood, than to
severe it; if I were fo blind as to confound the un~
feelingnefs and other defects of the minifters of re-
ligion, with the holinefs and other duties of their
miniftry.

After informing the infurgents that the legiflative
powers alone were competent .to redrefs a general
grievance, and that a diforderly conduct was a bad
recommendation to their humanity, I recommend-
ed PATIENCE, WHICH SOFTENS THE AFFLICTIONS OF

_sUFFERERs; on which admonition, his Lordfll{u'p
| - makes



¢ 15 )

makes the following comment. “ To what do thefe
“ lectures of Mr. O’Leary tend ? To tell the infur~
¢ gents that though he knows that they are more
opprefled than any fet of men in the world ==
¢ though he is convinced that they had a right to
¢ expect redrefs from the humanity of the legifla-
* ture; yet the legiflature fhew no compaffion for
them; they muft remain in their mifery: they
have no remedy but that of PATIENCE, WHICH
SOFTENS THE AFFLICTIONS OF SUFFERERS,
I am not athamed of the admonition—But I
blufh at the cenfure: 1 prefer the charitable Sa~
maritan, who did not offer up facrifices in Solomon’s
Temple, and yet relieved the bleeding man on the
road from Jerufalem to Jericho, to the unfeeling
Prieft and Levite, who paffed by unconcerned at
his mangled and pitiable condition. I f{hall ever
pity the poor, and always recommend them to thelr
rulers.—If this be a ¢rime, may it be the only one
of which I may be found guilty. ‘ |
I recommended them to their rulers; and it
would have been mere becoming in the Bifhop to
have done the fame, than to cenfure me for the
feelings of humanity. I ftill indulge the hope, that
the legiflators of Ireland will redrefs the grievances
of the wretched; at the period which their wifdom
will appoint: and am very confident that they will
slory in feelings congenial to thofe of Francis the
%irﬁ, who 6n hearing that a nobleman had killed
a peafant, drefled himfelf in mourning; bound up
his right arm in a fcarf; {ent for the murderer, to
whom he faid, ‘¢ Rebel, you have wounded your
“ King in the right arm, in depriving him of one
“ ofthe props of the ftate. For without the pea-
. fax?, who will feed my armies or {upply my
¢ treafury?” Tl '

€<
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The plough, the {pade and the reaping-hook,
- handled by vigorous, healthy and well fed peafants,
are of more benefit to the ftate than a thoufand
goofe-quills, brandifhed by fo many controvertifts,
puzzling the minds and dividing the hearts of men
and citizens, who in the interefts of fociety, and
the feeling of humanity, would foon extinguifh
the flames of difcord, if the facred fire were not
continually fed by the very hands that {hould pre-
ferve the femple of peace, from the conflagration.—
¢ Itis the peafant’s labour and not his catechifm
¢ that thould be the objelt of legiflative attention,”
fays Voltaire.

The Bifhop cenfures me for pointing out to the
infurgents the dangers that threatened them from
¢ the feverity of the law, the eloguence of Crown-
.lawyers, the perjuries of witnefles, and the pre-
¢ judices of juries.” What was the purport of this
enumeration, but to make a deeper impreffion on
the minds of the deluded people, by a great variety
of images ? And thus to attain my end, by prevent-
ing them from difturbing the peace of the public,
and rufhing to their own deftruction.

‘The Bifhop’s remark on the above paffage is cu-
rious, and defcriptive of his ingenuity and candour.
I fhall give it in his own words, * After expatiating
“ on the feverity of the laws, as not being r1T ror
“ A CHRISTIAN COUNTRY, and warning them that
¢ they could not expe& a fair execution, even of
“ thofe cruel ordinances, from the law-officers of
¢ the crown, the withefles or jury, I think one
“ may fay with juftice, of his addre/s TO THE com-
“ MON PEOPLE OF IRELAND, PARTICULARLY TO SUCII
“ OF THEM As ARE caLLED WHITE-BaYs, (printed
“ in, Dublin 1786, and revifed' and corrected by
“ himfelf,) that it is calculated to raife difcontent
“ and indignation in the Roman Catholic peafantry,
il ‘-‘ againﬁ

/
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~ ¢ againft the national clergy, the legiflature, the

¢« executive power, and their Proteftant fellow-
“ fubjects.” o $%

Let the reader compare my letters with his
Lordfhips commentary. Had I faid in plain terms
to the infurgents, ¢ Do not put yourfelves in the
« power either of Judge or Jury, King or Parlia-
« ment, Lawyer or Witnefs,” what would itamount
to? No more than if I had faid, debave as peaceable
JSubjects, and do not put yourfelves in the power of any
perfon. 1 fay it now; I give the fame advice, and
will Dr. Woodward fay that for giving this advice,
I am feditious ? It well behoves the Bithop, who
calls the verdi&t of the jury in the county of Mo-
naghan, #nfamous; and who becomes the eulogift
of Theophilus, who has the effrontery to compare
the Irith Houfe of Commons to plunderers, for paf-
{ing a vote againft the tithes of agifiment; to carp
at my words about witueffes and juries.—His Lord-
fhip’s letter verifies the words of Saint Paul, /#bere-
i thou judgef} another, thou coudemneft thyfelf.

In order to expofe me to the deteftation of the
clergy of the eftablifhed religion, he attributes the
following words to me: Thefe diffurbances originate
in the dues of the clexgy.*

I never wrote, nor made ufe of fuch words, in
the fenfe which the Bifhop attributes to me. So far
I am forry that his Lordfhip has put it in my power
to anfwer the charge witha flat contradiction. The
Bithop dates his pamphlet in 1787, and' remarks
that 1 think it expedient to inform tbe Whiteboys, that
ihe Whitebsy-aét will be in force until next June. 'The
remark is threwd, and of a very charitable tendency.

My firft addrefs to the Whiteboys was in Feb.
eighty-fix, when a rumour was propagated amon;i{’c

) W : the
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; f‘ Lord Bithop of Cloyne’s Pamphlet, Page 106, third Edition.



{ 718 )

the infurgents, that the Whiteboy-act would bé
no longer in force after the enfuing June, To guard
a deluded multitude againft every danger to which
they might be expofed, from an expectation of
impunity in confequence of their ignorance of the
law, I informed them that the Whiteboy-aét would
be in force until.the month of June, eighty-feven.
This was a lox;g warning of fifteen months.- What
~ then does the Bifhop mean by this remark 2 It im-

refles the minds of his readers with the notion that
this is Mr. O’Leary’s meaning, viz. The W hiteboy-
alt will be at an end next June ; after that time you
bave nothing to dvead—72on may go'on, His Lordfhip
means this, or he means nothing.—What an opi-
nion muft not ftrangers to my principles and con-
du form of me, when they read the Bifthop of

Cloyne’s pamphlet ! ,

" About twenty years ago, when the Whiteboys
firft rofe up in the South, a perfon of confequence,
who is fince dead, contributed to the infurrection,
in order to defeat a plan that was then intended by
Parliament for the relief of the Catholics, whom
by this diabolical ftratagem, worthy of another
Cecil, he intended to render obnoxious to their
rulers. I intended to reclaim the Whiteboys
by every argument which prudence, as well as
religion could fuggeft: and asthe report of the
expiration of the White-boy At in the month
of the enfuing June, was propagated amongft
the people, I know not by whom, (butIknew that
the motive was fuch) I thought it incumbent
on me to guard the deluded multicude againft the
fnare, and to fhelter the honour of the Catholic
body, by defeating the defigns, and difappointing
the, hopes of fuch artful politicians. I would be
an enemy to the peace of fociety, the Catholic
body, and to myfelf, if I had written in the fenfe

, which

-
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which his Lordfhip, would fain convey to his
readers.——Far from encouraging the infurgents
to proclaim a fvuce of three months to concert theix
plan in the interim, and renew the war with frefh
vigour, at the expiration of the Term, (for {fuch
muft be the Bifhop’s meaning,) I applied for
information to a Proteftant gentleman, who is mar-
ried to the daughter of a clergyman in the diocefe
of Cloyne, and who wrote to the Whiteboys under
the fignature of 2 Dublin Shop-keeper. 1f I intended
to encousage them in their proceedings, by marking
out the time beyond which they had nothing to
dread, I would have abridged the term, and
pleaded ignorance of the laws,

To examine further into the Bithop’s commen-
taries on my texts, would be, not only a lofs
of ume, but childifh. — Or what muft the public
think of the ingenuity of a Prelate, who conftrues
the way of the crofs 15 ibe road to the crown, into
SEDITION, p

I am furprifed that his. Lordfhip has net ad-
verted to thofe words of my laft addrefs to the
White-boys, “ Multitudes eafily miflead, and in-
“¢ capable of drawing the delicate line, which com-
“ mon {enfe points out,y and of which it fays,
“thus far you fhall' go, and no farther,” 1
am furprized, I fay, that he has not made the
following comment on them, 2ou bave done wery
well in difturbing the peace of fociety, cropping cattle,
and_burning corn ; but flop now, and wail for a while.
‘This would have opened a field for his criticifm,
though he fhould know that the giddy populace,
let their complaints be ever fo well founded, are ea-
Sily mifled ; and when once in motion never knows where 10
Siop. They can never dratw the delicate ltne which com-
mion fewfe points ont, and of which it fays, THUS FAR
YOU SHALL GO; IF YOU HAVE COMPLAINTS LAY
THEM
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THEM BEFORE YOUR RULERS; BUT GO NO FURTHER,
And no furtber thall I go in explaining letters which
may be read in the Appendix. " His query then to
me about'the Emperor of Germany is not in point.
But I fhall take the liberty of propofing'a query
very applicable to the prefent circumftances.

LQuery. What would the Emperor of Germany,
who has granted free toloration of all religions
with a ftrict injunction, to their teachers, not to
divide his fubjelts, or diftract his dominions with
the jarrings of controverfy, but to enforce the prin-
ciples of morality: what would that tolerating
Prince think of a Catholic Prelate, who in a-pam-
plet, would ring the alarm all over his dominions,
and inform his Majefty, that none but bis fubjedss
of the eflabliffed church were iniiiled to national con-
fidence, and thus infpire his fubjeéts, not with mu-
tual confidence, but with mutual jealoufy, fear
and diftruft? —1 leave the Bithop of Cloyne
to anfwer. _ .

When the Bifthop begins his query, with thefe
words, ¢ if there were an infurreftion of Proteftants
“in Bohemia, for the purpofe of robbing the
¢ eftablifhed Roman Catholic Clergy, and there
“ might have been Proteftants enough if the perrI-
“ pious CrueLty of the late Emprefs had not
‘ nearly rooted them out.”* '

When his Lordthip begins his query with fuch
words, I muft take the liberty of reminding him,
that in this fhort query there are two fallacies.—
The firft fallacy is in thefe words, i there were an
anfurreéiion of Proteflants in Bobemia. For the infur-

ents in the South of Ireland, were not merely
%athoﬁcs, as I have proved in my narrative. They
were a‘motley groupe of different religions,  com-
. | plaining

* Lord Bifhop of Cloyne’s Pamphlet, Page 111, fifth Edition.



il

i3 Y ¢ e SRR O e A T L e T i T L T TRy . L oheaeetay TSR & TR
r‘w"wﬂr ww‘ o “ ) .A e .
.

- L
-

g Lass )
plaining both of tithes and tithe-jobbers. Our rea-
ders will be furprifed that in the courfe of our (/7=

_ erfy, we have been fo fparing of /atin words ; this

fallacy then is called by the logicians @ dicio fimpli-
ciler ad dictum fecundum quid ; when we confine'to
a few what is cammon to many, and vice verfa. The
fecond fallacy confifls in {uppofing that my writ-
ings have a tendeney to rob tbe Protejiant Clergy 3
and this fallacy is_called by the logicians de falfo
Jupponente—a falfe fuppofition, which the refpondent
anfwers with a flat denual, by iaying nega fuppafitum.

When the Bitbop menuons the late Emprefs
Queen, I with he were a little more courtly and
flattering than to ftigmatife her with the epithets
cruel and perfiarons., Rudene(s to the fair fex, from
an alcetic or hermit like me; who by the obliga-
tions of celibacy had no' opportunity of polithing
and refining my manners by a more frequent and
friendly wtercourfe with' the faireft part of the
creation, ‘ rudenefs in me. I fay, might have fome
excufe to plead ; butin his attack on the illufirious
fair, little or no excufe canbe pleaded for his Lord-
thip, who from his early days was at liberty to court
or pray; to repeat the Penitential Plalms with

- David, or to compliment with Otway:

“« O woman, lovely woman! nature form'd thee

“ To tcmpér man; we had been brutes without thee.”

- Little or no'excufe then can be pleaded in favour
of his Lordfhip, when he treats the late Emprefs

- Queen-with fuch feverity;* for the was neither cruel

sior perfidious. His Lordthip was not a member of
iy, &¥

* .RUB;.NISS would be an impropér word when I am animadvcft-
ing on the writings of a Bifhop.

- F the
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her Privy Council, to know the nature of her com-
pacts with, or promifes to her fubjects; compacts
and promifes, 1n the performance of which no So-
vereign could be more honourable and punctual,

She had in her dominions the defcendants of thofe
German boors who had attempted to dethrone her
anceftors. Thofe men were under legal reftraints for
their fore-fathers guilt, in which they had no part.
It was their unhappy fate, in common zwith many
others, to be victims to human laws, which by a -
faint refemblance of Omnipotence, make of the
folly, or madnefs, or weaknefs of one generation,
a kind of original and bereditary fin, which afflicts in
a long fucceflion the innocent poflerity, with this
difference, that the offence againft the Deity is in-
ftantly forgiven upon repentance, or the application
of the remedy which mercy appoints to counter-act
the rigour of juftice; but human legiflators alt
over Europe, have given proofs of their omnipo--
tence in penal codes which immortalize the pu-
nithment ages after the death of the guilty, and
require a rigorous atonement from the fober and
innocent defcendants, for the frenzy of their fore-
fathers: they have their patent in fcripture, where-
in we read, I bave faid, ye are Gods and all Sons of
the moff High. 'The Indian Emperor then, who was
tortured for paying a greater veneration to the
bright luminary of the day than to a book bound
up in fheep-fkin which Pizzaro’s chaplain called
the Bible, and of which the unhappy Prince knew
nothing, could juftly upbraid each of thofe legifla-
tors who.punifhed their fubjecls for hereditaryerrors
of their fore-fathers guilt, in the words of Dryden,

* If thou art that moft crRuE1L God, whofe eyes

“¢ Delight in blood, and KUMAN saACR1FICE!”

Such
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Such was the ftate of the Huffites in the Em-
prefs Queen’s dominions, and fuch was the cafe
of Catholics and Diffenters under Proteftant So-
vereigns, when prelates of the Bithop of Cloyne’s
philanthropy directed their councils; as the Rew.
Mr, Samuel Barber of Rathfryland, has ingeni-
oufly and pointedly remarked to his Lordfhip,*

The ftate of the Huffites in Bohemia was not
warfe than the ftate of the Diffenters and Catholics
in Ireland, even fo late as the beginning of that
Hlultrious Emprefs’s reign.

. That magnanimous Heroine, furrounded on all
fides by numerous and powerful foes, ready to
invade her dominions, and to ormament the tri-
umphal car with the proceffion of a captive Queen,
worked up the fofter foul into a martial firmnefs.
Reduced to fifieen thoufand men, againft the nu-
merous armies of powerful Sovereigns, fhe took
in her arms the prefent Emperor, who was then in
his cradle, and thewing him to her fubjets of every
religious defcription, ¢ Behold your Prince,”
lays fhe,. ¢ unable to proteét you; defend his
“ rights, and when thefe infant hands will be
¢ able to wave the Sceptre, the grateful Remem-
¢ brance of your fervices will procure you the
““ love, favour,and protection of your Sovereign.”

It was the charafteriftic of the rude courtiers
and ftern divines of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, nat
to pity a Queen in diftrefs ; but at the fight of
Maria Tereia controlling fortune on the verge of
ruin, a generous ardour glowed in every breaft.—
Her Proteflant {ubjeéts of Hungary flocked to
her banners : and as areward of their loyalty, fhe
repealed the reftrictive laws which former Sove-

i

* See Remarks on a Pamphlet, intitled, « The prefent State of
the Church of Ireland,” By Samuel Barber,

v F 2 reigns
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reigns had enacted. As a proof of her fidelity to
her promife, fhe ordered hcr fon’s picture to be
hung up in their houfes of worlhip, making it
hlgh treafon to moleft them in the exercifes of
their religion. -~ What the mother began in her
hereditary kingdom, the fon completed all over
his dominions.
This is the hiftorical information’ wh1ch the
Bithop fhould have given his readers. ' But it
would not anfwer his ends. Cruelty, perfidy, and
perfecution are his favourite themes s generofity, bu-
manity and toleration are quite fhadowed in his
picture. Catholic powers are embracing their fub-
jects, withour enquiring into their catechifms. If
-an enemy of toleration were as induftrious in tranf-
lating the Bifhop of Cloyne’s pamphlet, as he has
been in tranflating Ghilini’s letter, the confecra-
tion oath of a Bifhop, violation of faith with he-
retics, and other charges, into Englith; if in con-
fequence of the impreflion his pamphlet has made
‘on the public mind, Catholic princes, prelates
and dectors, read the claufe propofing to empower
the civil magiftrates to pu/l down, level and profirate
Roman Catlholic chapels upon the depofition of one
witnefs; - if they read all the pamphlets publifhed
of late againft the Catholic body, and knew the
fteps that are taking in order to degrade them; I
appeal to his Lordfhip, and to the public at large,
whether the Bithop of Cloyne’s pamphlet, and the
proceedings now mentioned, would tend to pro-
mote toleration?
What was the Bifhop’s intention in“abufing the
‘memory of the Emprefs Queen? Why has not
he propofed her good qualities, and the tolerating
{pirie of her {fon as models for imitation ? Or does
he.really believe the cafe of a Bohemian Huffite
now reftored to the privilege of the great and
v 4 in-
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inalienable charter, to which a man guilty of no
perfonal crime againft the ftate is intiled ? Does
he really believe his cafe, and that of an Irith Ca-
tholic to be quite fimilar ? If the Irith Catholics
profefs the religion of the greateft monarchs, and
the cteed of flourithing Univerfities,” one would
imagine that their faith fhould not make them ob-
jets of contempt.  They introduced no new reli-
gion into the ftate, nor did they incroach upon
any man’s property, They had the lands of their
fore-fathers, and the religion of their education,
ages before their Sovereigns thoughv fit-ro change
their creeds. Their blood flows in the veins of the
Proteftant nobility and gentry of Treland, whofe
pedigree is proclaimed the more 7/fufirious, in pro=
portion as they trace it back to Catholic times.—
Their loyalty at home and their valour abroad,
when difqualifying laws, and the thirft of glory
urged them to difpute the Jaurel under the ban-
ners of foreign kings, cannot difgrace the kindred
or affinity the Catholic noblemen and gentlemen
may claim to the Proteftant nobility and gentry
of the land. Had the ifland been even fubdued
by the {word of @ conqueror, conqueft itfelf has its
limits circumfcribed by juftice. Transfer of alle~
giance, and the tribute paid to the former Sove-
reign, is all that the conqueror is intitled to.—
Locke would grant him no more; but would fe-
cure in the uinchangeable pofifeflion of their con-,
{ciences and inheritance, the fubjeéts who had
changed their mafters. They had the prefeription
of ages'to plead for their religion and properties,
whenthe wrecks of both were fecured to them by
the laws of nations under the walls of Limerick.
This.capitulation, which it was in their power to
break forty-eight hours after the interchange of
the articles, they adhered to inviolably. It was
| s iy o fhame-



(Y

foamefully broken by the daughter of the very king
to whom they had {worn allegiance, though from
the day on which it was figned until this vety
hour, not a piftol was fired, or a fword drawn by

1 a Catholic in this kingdom againft the ftate. Such
being the cafe, which no man can contradi&, what
muft not be the indignation of every man of feel-
ings, when he fees about two millions of Irith
fubjects, treated with as little ceremony as if they
were a fet of negro flaves upon a Weft India plan-
tation; compared “ to a pack of hounds impatient
¢ at the view of the game; and to 4 fet of trea-
““ cherous, infidious, and faichlefs, Popith rebels
““ to be cut off by his majefty’s fword.”’* Could
mortals forefee that in the year eighty feven a
claufe would be introduced into the Irith Houfe
of Commons, fer the purpofewof pulling down, le-
velling and profirating Roman Catholic chapels, if one
witnefs fwore before two magiftirates that an unlewful
oath was taken in faid chapel, or in any place adjoin-
ing thereto ! It would be more honourable to banith
the whole Catholic body out of the kingdom, after
giving them fufficient time and notice, for felling
their properties; than to offer them the infult of
propofing on the evidence of a fingle witnefs the
deftruction of their houfes of worthip, in the courfe
of the fame feflion when a member of Parliament
talked of the beads of a bill to prevent the fealing
of dogs!

We read of two philofophers in antiquity, the
one continually laughing, the other continually
crying at the fcenes of human life. This contraft

- ' would

* See Theophilus, called by the Bifhop of Cloyne * an able writer
¢“againft whom it is hard to prove a negauve,” and (Proh Deum et
:mninum fides!) by Counfellor Dominick Trant, “ a well meaning
¢ writer,” i ' '
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would unite them both. Chriltian houfes of wor-
fhip to be demolithed ! and the kennels of dogs to
be protected by law !

After what I have related in the courfe of my
narrative, and in the vindication of my writings,
" I cannot fee how the Irifh Catholics deferve fuch
fevere and difgraceful ufage, as to have their
houfes of worfhip treated with the fame indignity,
as if they were houfes of proftitution, or cabinets
of leagues and confederacies againft the crown
and dignity of our moft gracious Sovereign. If
they were either the one or the other, they would
not be dettroyed upon the evidence of one witnefs,
at a time when twenty witneffes would take a
hundred falfe oaths for the twentieth part of the
materials which were propofed as a reward for
the demolithers of chapels: much lefs would a
temple of Venus be demolithed, becaufe a thoufand
unlawful oaths would be ke in places adjoining
s¢. 'The only fault with which the Catholic body
can be upbraided, is théir misfortune originating
from their attachment to their religion, ‘without
any difloyalty to their Kings; but unfortunate
people eught not 4o be mfulted The moft flourifh-
ing empires, as well as individuals, are not proof
againit the revolutions of time, and the viciffi-
tudes of fortune.

Marius, the great conqueror of the Cimmbri; was
feen in a reclining pofture, forlorn and half fa-
mifhed on the ruins of Carthage, formerly the
rival of Reme. The fght of fuch a change dif-
armed the officer who was fent to behead him,
when the other cried out, ** go and tell the go-
* yerpor that you have feen Marius hungry on
¢ the ruins of Carthage '—Travellers pdy a cer-
tain refpet to the ruins of old temples and: other
puildings ftripped of their former decorations ;

F 4 and
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and it would be matter of furprize, if in the very
funthine of roleration, the legiflature of Ireland,
would pay fuch little regard to the defcendants, of
a people, who in former times opened their houfes

anu feminaries for the reception of all the natives

of Europe, who flocked to them for education,
and erected magnificent ftrutures in honour: of
the deity, as to force them to pray in the open
air. A diffolution of morals amongft ‘the: lower
orders, deprived of a place of worfhip, would be
to the fcandal of Europe the confequence of fuch a
rigorous law.—The Irifh fenate forelaw it, and
to their honour rejeted the claufe.

The Catholics of Ireland fhould be very thank-
ful to the Bifhop of Cloyne for endeavouring to
procure them the confidence of their ru]ers—-
- And the Diffenters and Catholics of Ireland are
no lefs thankful to you, Counfellor Trant, for
your kind affiftance in becoming his auxmary,
and painting both as internal confea’emted enemies
againft the conflitution.® You doubtlefs glory in a
revolution which has fpread the broad bafis of
your civil and religious liberty. You fhould not
have forgotten the heroes of Ennifkillen, nor thé
defenders of Derry againft the forces of James the
Second, to whom the latter had fworn allegiance,
and whofe fon-in-law the former had placed on the
throne. For a gentleman who is {o well verfed in
hiftory as you are, fhould know that the combined
efforts of ‘the Diffenters and Catholics could have
turned the {cale at that critical period, and put a
fpeedy end to the conteft. Botn parties were well
rewarded.for their exerrions in fupport of the
- caufe which to each feemed beft. The daughter
rivetted

Sce Counfellor Trant’s Pamphlet.
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rivetted the chains to the Diffenters, who had pro-
cured her the throne, by the exaltation of her
brother-in-law ; and gave the coup de grace to the
Catholics, for having fought in her father’s caufe,
before they could have any notion that (he would
fway the fceptre which dropped from his feeble
and unnerved hands. Since that memorable zra,
fo undefervedly degrading to both, the Diflenters
and Catholics of Ireland have behaved with equal
loyalty to each fucceeding monarch.

The Bithop and the Counfellor have paid them
a very handfome compliment.—The Bifhop ex-
¢iudes them from wational confidence, on account
of their readinels zo pui! down and fet up 3 and the
Counfellor proclaims them infernal confederate ene-
mies againft the confiitution.

The Rev. Mr. Barber has fhaved the Bifhop
with a keen and polifhed razor; and he is very
capable of trimming your'pamphler. May 1 afk
you a few queftions ? Can you affign a reafon for
calling Theophilus a wwellmeaning writer 2—1Is it
for calling your fleth and blood @ pack of bounds?
Are you not the fon of refpectable Roman Catholic
parents ? You need not biufb at the quefiion, for
the reafons already alledged. Is it in your father’s
loyal and hofpitable family, you have difcovered
any plot againft the ftate? Is it among the ref-

&able Diffenters and Catholics of the county of -
gf}rk ? " You have travelled over the moft refined
nations in Europe, and converfed with the Roman
nobilityy;“not far from the tombs of Scipio and
Emilius. - In Cartholic countries have vou difco-
vered-any treacherous correfpondence berween the -
Cathelics of Ireland and the Princes of the houfes
of Boeufbon and Sardinia, whom your wel/l-meantig
Theophilus points out as their deliverers 7 You go
pver the fame ground with the Bifhop, and talk of

Papifts
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Papifts difarming Proteftants. Did not this happen
in the night time ? Are you fo clear-fighted as to
difcover a man’s religion in the dark, when you
were {lumbering on your pillow { 1doubt not bug
that fome Proteftants gave up their arms with as
much relu¢tance as Counfellor Trant would reach
forth his hand to receive the Commiffion of & Fudge,
when the Quarter-Seffions are to be eftablithed in
Munfter, or the patent of a Vicar General,—for
numbers of them would not be much concerned
if protors, tithe-canters, and tithes, were at a
great diftance beyond Purgatory, which contribu-
ted fo much to the eftablithment of thofe church
revenues, which give the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne
and the Counfellor an occafion of rough-handling
the Catholics and Diflenters of Ireland. The
Bithop of Cloyne preaches againit what he deems
the fuperflition ; but likes to live well by the infti-
tution to which it gave rife;

In the fame ftrain with the Bithop, the Counfel-
lor {peaks of notices #hreatening to burn a mew
eburch, and to change an old church into a mafs-
boufe.—Is Counfellor Trant then in earneft 2 Does
he really believe that a Catholic ever pofted up
fuch a notice ? Is the new church burnt 2 Is thé
0ld church [prinkled with boly water? If he gave
himfelf the trouble to read my addrefles to the
White-boys, with the fame attention with which
Doéor Woodward read them in order to brand
me with feditien ; he muit have known the man-
ner in which I ridiculed the idea. Where would
they have found a chaplain to have given them
mafs in that church? Or does Counfellor Trant
believe that night ftrollers who would not hear
mafs from their own paftors, would die martyrs
to devotion near the Bifhop’s communion table ¢

dApage Nuga ! This I remarked before, and here
; repeat
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repeat it. ¢ But will Mr. O’Leary deny that fuch
* a notice was pofted up ?” By no means. He
has read the memoirs of artful knaves, and knows
that there are ftill living, and will be found to the
end of time ingenious Hoyles, who can lay down
rules for playing a game of political whift.

«“ A Cardinal, whote life was a difgrace to the
¢ purple, got information that Pope Innocent the
¢ cleventh, intended to expel him the Sacred
# College, in confequence of complaints daily
¢ preferred again{t him to his Holinefs; the crafty
¢ courtier wrote an anonymous letter againit him-
¢¢ felf to the Pope, informing his Holinefs that
*f the Cardinal was fo great a profligate, that a Ro--
“ man lady was to be found with him the follows
¢ ing night, 1n fuch an apartment of his palace,
“ and requefting his Holinefs to procure perfonal
information; the Pope, who was a man of the
* moft rigid morals, came with his guards in the
“ dead of night to the Cardinal’s palace, and
“ forced his way inta the apartment, where to his
“ furprize, he found the baly-man with his arms
¢« expanded before aCrucifix, and on his bare knees
¢ upon a flag inflead of a carpet, The ftratagem
«« fucceeded, and from that night forward his Ho-
¢ linefs would neverliften to any complaints againft
¢ the Cardinal.”’ Counfellor Trant, or racher the
Bithop of Cloyne, muft produce the perfon who
pofted up the motice threatening to burn a new
church, &c. or elfe leave me at liberty to attri~
bute the notice to a much fimilar ftratagem. They
fhould have enquired whether tttbe_;abéers did not
contrive to {et fire to their own corn, in order to
prevent any alteration in the {yftem of tithes, and
to draw the vengeance of the laws upon deluded
peafants, who were already but too obnoxious.—
Many evidences fhould be produced to fué)port

Oun=

(33
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Counfellor Trant’s charge; and if he produced
ten thoufand, not one of them, but, upon examin-
ation, would be difcovered a falfe ‘witnefs.

That Doctor Woodward, who came from Weft=
minfter School to enjoy an Irith Bithoprick, thould
infult the natives of Ireland, both Diffenters.and
Catholics, by excluding them from confidence, I am
not furprifed. Every allowance muft be made for
the prejudices of an early education. ' Perhaps, at
the age of twenty, he imagined that the Irith
walked upon all fours, as an Englifh Judge at the
age of forty, a few years ago, wrote to his agent,
to know whether there was a flated houfe in Dub-
lin, to hire for his accommodatien on his arrival.
His Lordthip is further, (by his profeffion and
confecration, hofhle t0, all dolirines except bis own
and interefted in tithes, which  in Ireiand brmcr
him in a greater income than he could expect in
England. ~But that Cogfifellor T rant, a native of
the land, a man of the 'worli, whole rnmd {hould
be enlaroed by a more extenfive intercourle with
people of every defeription, and a gentleman of
an independent fortune, fhould ftand forth as a
pamphblet writer, in fupport of the charges of the
well-meaning, fcur.ﬂous and flanderous Theophi-
lus, muft be, to his acquaintance, a matter of fur-
prife ! There is not however, a fortun.-teller in the
county of Cork, but could guefs at the reafon ;
‘and the reafon muft be very prefling, when Coun-
fellor Trant commits himfelf with aimoit the bulk
of the natives of Ireland, by calling them iuternal
confederated enemies agczmﬂ the confitution of this

kingdom.
It is to be expected that in the {fecond edition,

and all future editions of his phamphlet, he will
_‘mark down in large legible characters the above

aﬁ'ernon amongft the ¢rrata; otherwde he muit
fan&ify
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fanctify himfelf amongft sbe beneficed clergy, for no
Diffenting or Catholic gentleman can with any
warmth of affection keep company  with their
accufer: '
The fenate of the nation is now affembled. The
Bithop and Counfellor are now in Dublin: whither
- I am alfo come to meet them.—I call on them
both in the face of the kingdom, to bring forth
their charges againft the Catholic _body—I call on
them to contradit what [ have related.—I call on
them to prove a Popifh confederacy againft church
or ftate.—I cite them before the fenate of the na-
tion.— I'hey are filent—they decline the [ummaons.
~—Let the reader infer the conlequence,

aECTION.
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SECTION THE THIRD.

CONTAINING

A Refutation of the Lord Bifbop of Cloyne's Argn-
ments, drawn from the Legate’s Letter and the
- Confecration Oath of a Catholie Bifbop.

IN the perfecutions-againft the primitive Chrif-
tians, their enemies ufed to drefs them in the fins
of theep and other animals, and after having forced
on their bodies this /ivery of contempt, ufed to
cry out Chriftiani ad beftias ; to tie wild beafts with
the Chriftians. The enemies of the Catholics of
this kingdom have been fo induftrious of late, in
drefling them in a ftrange drapery, and attributing
to them [edition, hoftility to the flate, and dofirines
inconfiftent with the fecurity of the throne, as to ex-
cite a general clamour Catholici ad funem ; to the
balter with the Catholics. To refute every charge
would make up a volume. My defence is already
fwelled to a tolerable fize ; and after a full vin-
dication of the Catholic body, and of my own
conduét, I think it needlefs to take up my reader’s
time with any farther tedious difcuffions.
However, as the Bithop of Cloyne has favoured
the public with a tranflation of Ghilini’s letter,
and a Catholic Bithop’s confecration oath, I muit

trefpals further on the patience of my readers.—
The
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The Catholic body muft be grofly mifreprefented
if the public are to believe that the opinions of
Cafuifts make a part of their creed. Were I tofum
up all the erroncous opinions of the Divines who
%rofeﬂ‘cd themfelves members of the church of

ngland, and the opinions of - feveral other Pro-
teftant Divines ; did I colle& them all into a vo-
lume with this title, Tae Creep oF THE RigHT
Reverend Doctor Woopwarp, Lorp Bisuor
or Crovne, how would he gaze with aftonifh-
ment, and exclaim againft my want of fincerity
and candour! In the very {uppofition then, ‘that
Burke and Ghilini were really of the opinion
which the Bifhop attributes to them, how far does
it affect the Catholics of Ireland, or the Catholics
all over the world? When a German Prince
propofed a cafe of confcience to Luther and Me-
lancthon, to know whether in the abfence of his
wife or during her pregnancy he might make ufe
of another ; thofe Cafuifts anfwered in the affirma-
tive. A cafe of confcience much fimilar was pro-
pofed to Bifhop Burnet. After labouring much,
and torturing texts of Scripture, the bumane Divine
decided that polygamy was lawful. Would it not
be ridiculous in me, to force into the Bifhop's
confcience, fuch decifions as articles of his creed?
Nay, fome Proteftant Divines went further. Doc-
tor Dopping, Bifhop of Meath, preached publicly
in Chrift Church, Dublin, zhar wviclation of faith
with Cathelics was lawful, in juftification of the
breach of the articles of Limerick. To feveral
Chriftian Divines then can be anplied, what Cicero
faid of the philefophers of his time, that there was
no abfurdity fo glaring, but had fome philofopher to
ﬁtp?]t‘?fi‘it. If then the Bifhop intends to {well the
Catholic creed, with the opinions of Catholic
Schoolmen, I fhall repay him tenfold, by fending
3 to
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to him a colletion of abfurdities and ftrange -
do&rines advanced by Proteftant authors. Every -
man of fenfe will acknowledge this a fufficient
anfwer to his Lord(hip’s remark onGhilini’s-letter.
And what is Ghilini’s opinion to countervail the
do&rine {worn to by the Prelates and Catholics
of Ireland, both clergy and laity ? Or does, the
Bithop intend to hold us up to our King and
Couritry; as unprincipled perjurers ? This 1s fe-
vere ufage to men labouring under fo. many dif-
‘qualifications, becaufe they refufe to take an oath
againft, the conviction of their confciences. Let the
moft profligate amongft us fwear againft our whole
~ creed, he 1s believed, and ‘becomes an adoptive
“child of the ftate. When we fwear againft imputed
doétrines without fee or reward, it is hard indeed
if we deferve no credit. But without being an apo-
logift for Ghilini, much-lefs for Burke, has the
Bifhop fairly ftated the cafe, and the principles on
~which the titular Archbifhop of Rhodes rejected
-the oath, which in reality he did not, nor could
underftand as well as ‘the Catholics of Ireland ?—
Did he fay, or could he have the abfurd effrontery
to fay that Catholics could not in confcience {wear
- allegiance to a Proteftant King, when.in the pureft
ages of the Chriftian Religion, the primitive Chrif-
tians fwore allegiance to the Heathen Caefars’—
When the rigid Tertullian, a ftranger to fear or
flartery, who would expire in the tortures of the
rack for his belief, has left us an abridgment of the
-prayer offered up by Chriftian fubjects for their
pagan rulers. “ We pray, fays this great man, /e
“ pray for the Emperors, and that God may grant
<« them a long life and a quiet reign: that their
« family may be fafe, and their forces valiant: their -
“« fenate wifc, their people orderly and virtuous:

* that they may rule in peace, and enjoy all the
: bleflings



C 97 )

*“ bleffings they.can defire either as men or princes.
“ ET oMNIA QUAE TENDUNT AD CESARIS VOTUM.*

Upon what ground does Ghilini reject the oath ?
From Ignorance. It is evident from his letter, that
he did not know the nature ofit. His very words
prove it to demontftration. I fhall give them in the
Bithop of Cloyne’s own tranflation.

ExTracT FROM GHILINT’S LETTER.

“ Befides, whether he be inviolably bound as the
“ new form prefcribes, to be always true and faith-
“ ful to his Majefty, which is afterwards explained
“ to afirm upon oath ACCORDING .TO THE SENSE
“ INTENDED BY THE LAWS OF IRELAND; is tome
““a very pusious poiNT. [Remark reader, how
“ Ghilini doults.] « For fince the laws of England
““and Ireland recognize the King as head of the
“ Church, and the fountain of its {piritual authority;
“ he who takes fuch an oath,-and promifes to be
“ faithful to his Majefty, according to the prefcrip-
““ tion of the laws of Ireland, might alfo recognize
“ the King as head of the Church, and the fountain
“ of its {piritual authority. . Should it happen that
“ fuch expreflions either were or could be fo un-
“ derftood, your moft illuftrious Lordthips and
“ each of the Catholies. themfelves, ought to take
“ notice that this is a moft manifeft error, and di-
¢ rectly contrary to the principles of the Catholic
« religion, which acknowledges only one he;\d and
“ fountain of all fpiritual authority, namely, the
“ Roman Pontift.” :

From thefe very words the reader may know
that the Nuncio did not know the nature of the
oath. Heconfounds c7vil, with ecclefiaftical jurif-
diction,” and 1magines that the Irifh legiflature

b propofed .

* Tertullian’s Apology.
G
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propofed an oath of allegiance to.the Catholics,
binding them to acknowledge the King as Pope,
bead of the univerfal Chuych, and the fountain of all
[piritual authority ; whereas they only {wore that no
Jforeign Prince, Prelate or Potentate, batb ov ought fo
have any civil jurifdiclion within thefe realms. . lence
the doubis and ignorance of an ltalian Cafuift, are
trumpeted over three Kingdoms, as articles of
Catholic belief, und waved as fo many fignals for
perfecution. : ‘

Nor does the Bithop difcriminate the claufes of
the oath from each other; nor explain the diftinc-
tions of which Ghilini’s lester-is fufceptible with
that accuracy to which he fhould have attended,
if he expected an anfwer.

In the fame period of the oath, there are two
claufes ; the one difclaiming wédlation of Sfaith with
beretics, as an article of, Catholic belief: the other
difclaiming ke depofition of <Kings, 1n confequence
of Papal excommunications. The legate gives his
opinion, that the condemnation of the latter as abo-
minable is abfolutely #niolerable, becaufe, according
to him, 1bis dofrine(uaNc DocTRINAM) has been
defended and contended for by moft Catholic nations,
and the HolySee bas_frequently jfollowed it in praciice.

Itisto ge remarked, that he {peaks in the fin-

lar manner (dafrinam banc) and alludes to the
indirec? depofing power fupported by fome ultra-
montane Canonifts, whom the Legate in confe-
quence of his prejudices in favour of the court of

‘Rome, enlarges into moft Catholic nations. For vio-
lation of faith with beretics was HEver defended nor
contended for by Catholic nations, much lefs by the Apof~
solic See.. Butit has been detefted and exclaimed
againft, as a black flander, invented by indelicate

controvertifts, in order to mifreprefent the Catho-
: lic
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lic do@rine, and to bring an odium on the Apof=
tolic See.  This the Bifhop of Cloyne fhould know.
- If he had no authority but that of Dr. Hayes,
who proved it a flander five or fix years ago in
Scotland ; or of M. O’Leary, who exclaimed

under the terror of Profecution, were obliged to
foften their doctrine,” Byt when ‘he reads Natalis
Alexander, a Dominican friar, in his Diflertationg

tranflating  Ghilini’s letter. That Legate: then
muft allude to the indirect depofing power, ex-

the Holy See.

If the Proteftant Bithop of Cloyne, who is fo
ardent for the lecurity of his tithes, had the
fame title to Peter's-pence, and been a5 powerful
as the Roman Pontifis were at the beginning of the
reformation, he would have been as clamorous
as Pope Paul the fourth, and Sixtus Quintus,
who confidered England, as a Jief of the Holy
See.* For ‘the generality of church-men, l:jqw_zvcé'

ivide

* This was the anfwer of Pope Paul the Fourth, to Queen
Elizabeth’s Ambaffadors, G
2
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divided as to creeds, agree Very well in ‘on€
point, viz. mot 1o part with whal 1hey bhave.—
Hence they are called Mortmain in law, form,
perhaps from the gripeof @ dead man’s bands The
beft manner of living on good terms with them,
s to take nothing from thera. But fucheds not the
prefent humour of Catholic monarchs, who with-
out any breach of the Catholic doctring, and in de-
Gance of the thunders of the Vatican, /lay fiege to
the Pope’s cities, if he gives them any provocation.
In vain would he fulminate his eXcomMunications
on the fcore of remporalities: they arc confidered
as a fulmen bridum. The Bifhop then cither mifun-
derftands Ghilin1’s letter, Or tOrturcs it as he has
cortured Mr. O'Leary’s writings. 1 would ftake
my life this very inftant, -that if his Lordfhip wrote
to the Nuncio, and afked him if he meant in his
letter that violation of faith with beretics, was @ doc=
srine defended, contended for by moft Catholic nations,
and frequently followed in prattice by the Holy See, that
the Nuncio »would write him in anfwer a Very
obliging letter, in which he would difclaim any
fuch mearting, equally with the doctrine. The
Nuncio mentions in his letter dofirinan, dovine.—

The Bifhop changes dofirine into dofIvinesy the plu-

ral number, in the following manner, page 22 of

his pamphlet. ,

«The Legate treats the claufes in the propofed
« path, containinga declaration of abhorrence and
« deteftation of the DOCTRINES, that faith 1s not 10 be
<< kept with Hevetics ; and that princes deprived by
« the Pope may be depofed, as abjolutely intolerable,
« becaufe thofe DOCTRINES arc defended and con-
« tended for by moft Catholic nations.” . Had the
Legate exprefled himfelf in the fame identical
words with the Bifhop, there would be no need of

any comment. - We would condemn the Legate’s
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ignorance, and the horror of his do@rine in a mofe
pointed manner. ~ But thus it is. A Roman,
Courtier, zealous for the honour of his ‘ultramen-
tane Canonifts who fupport the difcarded de-
pofing power, takes offence that their - poc.
TRINE fhould be called abominable ; and+for this
reafon fays, that fuch a ftricture is iiolevable. . The
Bithop of Cloyne, from brotherly lovve, inereafes the
ecclefiafiical funds, by adding to the Archbithop of
Rhodes’s doctrine of the sndirecz depofing porver,
VIOLATION OF FAITH WITH HERETICS; of which
the other certdinly could not think.» Thus one
Prelate fhews an extraordinary generofity in be-
ftowing on his Confrere more than he would ac—
CEPT OF. Nothing more then ¢an be inferred
from this letter, than that the Titular Archbithop
of Rhodes doubis thevalidity of an oath, of the na.
ture of which he exprefles his ignorance, in imagih-
ing that the Catholics of Ireland intended to make
a Pope of their Sovereign. In his very ignorance
he neverthelefs fthews the abhorrence in which he
holds a falfe oath. &/ Whereas in the alternative of
perjury or fuffering, he recommends to the Catho-
Ecs to fuffer for everunder the penal laws, fooner
than to, take an oath ‘which he deems erroneous.
The fame ean’ be faid of Burke, who calls it borridle
impiety, to fay that a Catholic who had fworn alle-
glance to- George the Third, .thould abjure the
%‘:il:'lllé King ‘if he became a Catholic. Under the
change of religion, he confiders the oath taken to
a proteftant King {till binding, when he alters his
creed. 'f(mhat advantage then Ghilini’s letter
can be‘to the Lord Bifhop’s caufe, after the buitle
it has occafioned, let the reader determine. This
cafe of confcience propofed to an Italian, by a
doting Prelate, who filled up a volume with minu-

“tiz and trifling occurrences, concerns the Catholics

™ : G 3 ' of
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of Ireland as much as the queftion which Rabelais
propofed to the logicians; « whether a chimara
<« bouncing 1ia a vacuum, could eat up the pre-
« mifles of a fyllogifm?” Numguid chimera i, VOCUO
bombinans, poffit comedere primas intent1ones 2
The Bifhop cries out with an air of triumph,
" qwho is the voucher 1o be fet in oppyfition 1o ibe Legate of
the Pope? And I raife my voice in my turn.  7ha
is the Pope’s Legate, a man who did met know the
nature of ibe fubjetl of bis letiet, 10 be fet in oppofition 19
the Catholic clergy of Ireland? Or who is the Pope
bimfelf, 1o be Jetin oppy tion 1o all ages acknowledging
the right that Temporal Princes bave to the allegiance of
iheir fubjeéls ; whetber thofe Princes were Trajans or
Conflantines 2 Or who is the Bifbop of Clayne, that be
Jbould fabricate creeds for his neighbours # Are not
Catho'ic Prelates better and more competent
vouchers of the Catholic doctrine, than a perfon
reared out of their communion ? He may alarm
the ignorant with a letter which the Catholic Pre-
lates condemned in the year 1775. If he attacks
the Catholics on a fair ground, why does not he
explain their genuine principles ? Or does he in-
tend to {port with common fenfe, in erecting the
decifion of every doating Cafuift, into an article of
Catholic belief? 1f he does, I {hall meet him on
his own ground and fwell his creed toan enor=
mous bulk, by adding to it the reveries and extra-
vagant opinions of thofe writers who attack the
church of Rome, and at the fame time ftruck into
thofe devious paths, in which his Lordfhip muft
acknowledge that fcripture was not their guide; or
:f he acknowledges it, he muft renounce his creed.
The Bithop of Cloyne has favoured the public
with the confecration oath of Catholic Bifhops. -
And from what motive? To infinuate to the pub-
lic, that the oath of allegiance they have t;akex;1 to
< ' . theiy
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their fovereign is not to be relied on, and confe-
quently that they and their flocks are not ro be
trufted. I fhould imagine that common juftice
thould have induced him, not to throw out fuch
an injurious intimation, and that the Catholic Pre-
lates are the moft competent judges of the fenfe
and meaning of an oath which they take at their
confecration. -

He has tranflated the entire oath at the clofe, .
and given the moft obnoxious claufes of it in the
23d page of his pamphlet. Let us now examine
the moft obnoxious claufes of this oath,—For as
to “ vifiting the threfbolds of the Apofiles every three
“ years,” 1 believe the Bifthop would not quarrel
with our Catholic Prelates, whom his pamphlet is

calculated to #ran/port out of the kingdom,—ror
EVER.

I. ©“ They promife to be faithful and obedient
“ to Saint Peter the Apoftle, and to the Holy Ro-
* man Church, and to their Lord the Pope, and
“« his fucceflors canonically entering.”

Il. “The Roman Papacy, and the royalties of
 Saint Peter, to aflift the Pope and his {ucceflors;
“ to retain and defend again{t every man.”

ITI. «The rights, honours, privileges, and au-
“« thority of the Holy Roman Church, and of
“ their Lord the Pope, and his fucceifors afore-
“ faid, to be careful to preferve, defend, enlarge,
‘“ and promote.”

IV. # Heretics, {chifmatics, and rebels, againft
“ their faid Lord, and his f{ucceflors, aforefaid,
“¢ they will to the utmoft of their power, profecute
“and impugn. ;

V. % Not to be concerned in any thin% prejudi-
““cial to the Pope or Roman Church; but as far
“ as they are able to prevent the fame.” |
O SR~ G 4 Such
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Such are the: obnoxious claufes of the Bithop’s -_ '

confecration oath, in the midft of which is inferted.
in exprefs words, a faving claufe which fpeaks #he.
dignity of Catholic Bifbops,” and reconciles their
allegiance to their refpective Sovereigns . with the’
Canonical obedience due to their head paftor.—
Salvo meo ordine.—Saving my order. 'This, clabfe
does away every difficulty, and leaves the. fceptre
inthe Prince’s hands, whilft it leaves the cenfer in
the hand of the Pontiff,

The oath then is but an oath of canomcal obe-
dience due from an inferior to a Superior, in every
church that acknowledges a Hierarchy. Butan
oath of allegiance is due to Temporal Princes alone;
And doubtlefs the Bifhops in the Pope’s ftate can
take both one and the other, for in thofe ftates
they have no other Sovereign.

When then they bind themfelves to preferve,
defend, enlarge, and promate the rights, bonours, pri-
viledges, and author ity of the Roman Church and its
Pohnﬁ’ Catholic Bifhops,. only mean their jus®
rights, their just honours, their jusT privileges,
thezr jusT authority, uhlch do not nor can extend
to the overthrow of ftates, nor to the ufurpation
of the juft and“lawful rzg}ts bononrs, privileges,
and authority ofothers.

For an eathtis not a tie of iniquity. An unjuft
oath taken to God himfelf is not binding; and
an oath taken to one perfon to the prejudice of
another '1s'null and void. Hence the religious
warrior in the fcripture, who in confequence of his
oath, offered up his daughter, offered to God a
facrdegm.ls facrifice. Herod, who bound himfelf
by oath te give the young woman who danced in
his prefence, whatever fhe required, was guilty of
murder in giving her the Baptift’s head. . And
Bitlops would be guilty of robbery, treachery, and

T profanation,
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profanation, if they bound themfélves by’ their
confecration to dethrone their Sovereigns, phinder
individuals, and difturb the peace and order of civil
lociety, o defend, enlarge, and promote the royaliies of
Saint Peter, which are merely confined to a Spin-
tual Supremacy, and extend to ne fuperiority in
temporals.  Let the form of words be wha't it may,
Bifhops never take that oath in any fenfednjurious
to Sovereigns, nor to civil fociety. ‘The Sovereign
Pontiff knows they do not.—Before theéy are con-
fecrated,” they muft fwear allegiance ‘to their re-
{pective Sovereigns, who are as jealous of their
privileges as any Proteftant monarch can be. '

Oaths and laws aré liable to interpretations
and one general rule prevails, that a greater frefs
2510 be lard on the [enfe, than on the words. ' Bifhops
are not only the moft competent judges: of their
own meaning, but moreover fecure their own
dignity, and the rights of" their refpective Sover-
eigns, by an exprefs claufe; Safvo meo ordine, Saving
my order. As a Bithop who reccives his jurifdiction
and the right ‘of detetmining on doctrinal matters
by his confecration, and not as a vaffal or vicegerent
of the Pope. Salvo meo ordine, ‘Saving my order,
as a {ubject bound to'give Caefar his due, and to pay
alfegiance to the reigning powers' in whofe ftates T
refide.  Salvo mea ordine, Saving my order. As'a
Minifter of the Gofpel, who is to pteach the word,
and who takes*his oath in no ether fenfe, than to
profecute by arguments, and impugn by perfuafion,
reafon, and good example, thofe who are of a dif-
ferent perfuafion, and are willing to be convinced.
Any otherprofecuiion o perfecution, let thé term be
what it may, is inconfiftent with humanity, much
more with the order of a Chriftian Prelate, who
takes not, who cannot take the oath inany other
fenfe. He cannot take the {word out of the handi;;

’ of
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of the civil magiftrate, nor injure any defcrip-
tion of men who are under the protection of
the ftate, - _

Does the Bithop of Cloyne mean to hold up the
Catholic Prelates all over the world, as a  fet of
perjurers ? Are the Catholic Bifhops in Germany,
fome of whom are Sovereign Princes, with num-
bers of religious defcriptions in their ftates, are
they perjurers ? . .

This cavil then at the Catholic Biftheps confecra-
tion oath, is but a difpute about words. They them-
felves know beft in what fenfe they take it; and
no Catholic Prelate on earth takes it in the fenfe
which the Bifhop of Cloyne intimates to the

ublic.

When the Proctors of the Court of Arches are
fworn into office, they bind themielves by oath,
without any Salvo or referving claufe, never to impugn,
diminifb, or abridge the rights, liberiies, or privileges
of the Church of Canterbury in any manner WHATEVER,
Quoquo Mopo.

Nunguam ad impugnationem, diminutionem, vel
lefionem juris, liberiatis, vel privilegii Cantuarienfis,
Ecclefie poftulabo 5 nec jus libertatem, vel privilegium
ejufdem Ecclefie Quoquo Moo, impugnabe, &c.,
(vide flatuia de arcubus, Stratford.)—Yet Oughton
in his ordo judiciorum, De caufis teflamemtariis ;
Titulus, 224, acknowledges that in certain cafes
they can decline the jurifdi¢tion of the Court of
Prerogative, though it is incumbent on them in
fuch cafes to proceed with the greateft and moft
delicate fincerity, in order not to incur the guilt of
perjury, “Notandum tamen eft quod expedit pro-
¢ curatori neganti jurifdictionem curie praeroga~
“ tive, bona et optima fide alias commuttit per-
o« juriumou ' I

L



( w07 )

It is well known, that the prerogative courts

claim jurifdi¢tion in many cafes in which the
courts of common law deny them jurifdiction; yet
it would be .as abfurd to fay that the Proctors of
thofe prerogativc courts are enemies to the laws
of the realm, or perjure themfelves in confequence
of their oath, as it is abfurd to imagine that. Ca-
tholic Bifhops are by their profeffion hoftile to the
rights and privileges of their refpective Sovereigns,
or perjure themfelves by taking an oath of Cano-
nical obedience. In the Prelates oath, there is an
exprefs faving claufe.—In the Proctors oath their
is no referve, but fuch as jufticeand reafon im-
ply : all oaths muft be reafonable and juft. And
in the interpretation of them, the intention of the
{wearers, and of thofe to whom they are taken,
and the fenfe in which both parties underftand
them, are to be ftri¢tly attended to.
" The Bifhop then might with propriety have fpar-
ed himfelf the trouble of alarming the public with
the confecration aath of Catholic Prelates ; efpe-
cially as his own confecration oath is not fo favour-
able, if literally taken for want of the dignified faving
claufe inferted in the oath of Catholic Bifhops.

cCoPY
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COPY of the Lorp BISHpP of CLOYNE"§ |
CONSECRATION OATH. v -,

(Taken from the ENGLISH ORDINAL. )

The Arch-bifbop’s Interrogatory to the Bﬂép—ﬂ/e&.

“ARE you ready, ‘with all faithful
¢ diligence, to banifh and drive ‘away all erro-
*“ neous and all ftrange doctrines, contrary to
* God’s word, and both privately and openly to
4 call upon and ¢ncourage others to the fame ?

Anfwer. <. 1 am ready, the Lord being my‘
“ helper.” ol Y} ,

The reader may judge whether the above oath
be not tantamount to prefecute and impugn Heretics.
and Schifmatics. Nay it goes it further : for the
Catholic Prelate ufes the dignified language of
Salvo meo ordine, and does not Bind bimfelf to call
#pon and encourage others privately and openly to the

. Jame. " What an alarming comment would not
malevolent ‘writers make on the Bithop’s confe-
cration.oath in thofe proteftant and catholic ftates,
where free roleration is granted, if they were as
active in excluding the members of the church of
England from national confidence, as he has been
in excluding Irith Diffenters and Catholics
or Counfellor Dominick Trant, who calls them
internal confederated encmies, againft the conflitution.

‘How thefe words privately encouraging others,

would be tortured to the prejudice of the two
Bifhops,
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Bithops who were confecrated the other day in
Lambeth Palace, in order to inftruct their flocks
in America, where unfettered confcience enjoys
chat innate freedom of which tefts and penalties
have deprived unhappy perfecuted mortals.

The affinity of one oath with the other was {o
glaring, that it drew equal vengeance on the Bi-
thops of the Church of England, as well as on the
Catholics, during thofe unhappy fcenes which
diftracted England in the reign of Charles the firft.
Papifts and Malignants Were equally obnoxious t0
people who perceived fuch a thinpartition, be-
tween both, and a fimilarity of ceremonics, Mmi=
tres, confirmations, confecrations and oaths, fcarce
difcernable.

What is the meaning of the words, to * banifh
« and drive away all erroneous and ftrange doc-
¢¢ grines, and encourage others privately and
« openly to the fame »  The Bifhop who muft
believe that Bifhops are jure divino, muft believe
the do&rine of the Difienters firange and erroneous.
T he Bithop who believes that fwo [acraments are
neceffary to falvation, muft believe the dottrine
of the Quakers firange and erroneous. ~'The Bifhop
who believes the Catholics, to be IDOLATERS, vi-
‘olators of Faith with Heretics, &c. muft believe
their doftrine ENORMOUSLY and HORRIDLY firange
and erromeows. What is then the confequence ?
That the Bifhop of Cloyne 1s bound to banifh and
drive away DiITcntcrs,—-—Catho]ics,——QJakers, and
in a word all Adams children, who do not
profefs bis Lordfbips creed.  His pamphlet
ﬁews it. , :

‘His Lordfhip hints at a difpenfing power In the
‘Church of Rome; I moit carneftly recommend a
difpenfation from any oath, which deprives mor-
tals of the rights to which they are entitled by
nature,
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nature, and which they have nor forfeited by thefr
perfonal crimes. He fhould then have left the
confecration oath of Catholic Prelates, who in
every age have been an ornament to human Rature
by their philanthrophy, their learning, “and the
purity of their lives, he fhould have left it where
he found it, in an old Pontifical og ‘the fhelf
of a College Library, as he might have forefeen
that his own oath would be fought for in his ordi-
nal, when he would examine into the oaths of
others. If both are to be taken in the literal fenfe,
 they are very well matched, and difplay in each
other’s. face a ftriking fimilarity of features,
fuch as ought to be between arn elder and 4
Journger fiffer, to ufe the words of the ingenious
Mr. Barber.

This affinity however, has been very trouble-
fome to the unhappy Catholics of England and
Ireland, ever fince the reignof Queen Elizabeth
to this very day. In Holland and Switzerland,
Proteftants and Catholics live together in the
greateft harmony. In fome parts of Germany,
Calvinifts, Lutherans and Catholics, fay their
Prayers in the fame church, each in their turn;
as one traveller fueceeds another at an Inn, and
fits down at the fame table on which another
traveller had taken his repait an hour before,
In Upper -Alfatia, Proteftants and Catholics
in the fame Univerfity, And in Paris, the youth
of all nations and religions may ftudy the fciences,
and attend what lectures they think fit in the
Univerfity “and other Seminaries of learning,
where quick parts and a2 comprehenfive genius
are attended t0; but where the Students religion
is “no matter of concern to a Profeflor, who
explains to his hearers either the Juftinian code,
or Hippocrates’s aphorifms, or Quintillian’s infti-

' tutions,
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tutions. What reafon then can be afligned for
difp utes about religion in this Kingdom? ¢ Is
¢ the Pope more formidable here than in Hol-
land, Switzerland, and other places more contis
* guous to Italy ?”” Is it on account of difference

of belief? No.—The Catholic creed is the fame
all over the world. An Irith peafant believes
neither more or lefs than aFenelon or aBoffuet. Is
it on account of the Pope’s all-difpenfing power?
Is his Omnipotence more prevalent here than
elfewhere ?  Does the Bifhop of Cloyne imagine
the Catholic clergy of Ireland are fo ignorant as
to confound a Legate’s letter, or a Pope’s decree,
with the Doétrine of the Catholic Church?
Hiftory informs them that a Pope was excommu-
nicated after his death, on a fulpicion of havin
favoured the doftrine of the Monothelites 5 that
Pope John the twenty-fecond, was obliged to
retract the doctrine which he preached at Avignon,
where he afferted that the fouls of the faints were
not to enjoy the beatifick vifion, or the clear
fight of God before thelaft judgment ; and that
Popes were depofed by-a council, to put an end
to diforder and dchifm. The Pope’s infallibility
- then can be no part of their creed. They ac:
knowledge himi indeed as the head paftor of
their religion; . but the palturage on which
he is to feed the flock, is not at his choice.
The boundaries are prefcribed. and under the
control of ‘unalterable faith, and the Univerfal
“Canons of the Church, he muft not dare to remove
the land marks, If he attempted to publifh
the Charter School Catechifin, which, T am in- '
formed, was compolcd by, or compiled under
the “direction of the Bifthop. of Cloyne, the
Catholic body would depofe him, and eleét ano-
ther in his room. Is it from dread of the Pope’s

- depofing
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depofing power, and the implicit obedience dué .
to his mandates? Who can name a Prince de-
poled by the Pope, in virtue of his {piritual au-
thority? Can the Prince be named who - parted
tamely with his crown, and opened his. gates
when the Succeflor of Saint Peter founded ‘the
trumpet, and ordered him to furrender? If in
a memorable difpute between a Pope and an
Emperor, about inveftitures, the! latter was
worfted, it was a conteft in which “eompacts
and agreements were pleaded on both fides, and
{upported by powerful parties ; butin this very
conteft have not Catholic fubjects fought againit
the Pope in defence of their Sovereign? Have
not the Catholic ‘Barons and Clergy of England,
with Archbithop Langton at their head, obtained
the great charter of Englith liberty, in defiance of
the threats, menaces, and excommunications of
~Pope Innocent the third? ¢ Is it for .any dege-
neracy peculiar to the Roman Catholic religion,
which makes contemptible cowards of its vota-
ries? The gallant Richard Ceur de lion, was the
admiration of Europe and Afia; whereas James
the Firft, whom the Bijfop admires for his wife
faying, no Bifbop.no King, ufed to fhut his eyes
whenever he drew the fword to perform the cere—
many of dubbing aKnight. It is for want of va-
lour and heroifm? The Heroes of Agincourt and
Crefl1, whofaid their beads on the evening of thofe
memorable battles, which will immortalize them
in the annals of the world, were as brave as Marl-
borough, who was obliged to make a declaration
of war againft the Virgin Mary before he could
draw his {word in Flanders. * It is on account of
the alloy of f{lavery, peculiarly blended with their

profeffion ?
| When

¥ See the declaration againft Popery amongf* “he guasification Oatbs.
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When Attila flew over Italy like a vulture, a
few Catholics, unable to refift by land, took fhelter
in the fea; and like the Halcyon that builds his
neft on the calm furface of the water, in that very
clement they laid the foundation of a Republie,
equally famous for preferving its liberties againft
the Popes of Rome, and the Turkith Emperors of
Conftantinople.* Without any breach of faith, or
rupture of Catholic .communion, the keys of
Saint Peter painted on the Pontiff’s Tiara, and the
crefcent raifed on the top of the Saracens turbant,
are equally obnoxious to Catholic republicans, if
either nodded any attempt againft their liber-
ties. Where then can the Bithop find the truth
of his affertion, that defpotic States bave found in
the Papal authority a_congenial [yffem of arbitrary
dominion ¢ Has not the Temple of Liberty, from
whofe very corners he endeavours to exclude the
natives of thefe realms, been erected by Catholic
hands, -long before Langton could forefee that a
Bithop would mifreprefent his creed ? Have not
Catholic States oppofed this Papal authority o con-
genial, according to the Bithop, with tbe fyftem of
arbitrary dominion.. ~ Are not Proteftant Monarchs
as defpotic as Catholic Kings ? Does not the {fmall
Republic of Ragufa change its governor every
month, left a longer continuance in officé would
enable him to become the petty fovereign of a
{mall territory 2 Where then is this congeniality of
Papal authority with arbiirary dominion, fo inter-
woven with the frame of a Catholi¢’s creed as to
make them infeparable? Or can a Bithop be fo
much a ftranger to human nature, as to be igno-
rant of one 0§its undeniable principles ? Oze man -
refembles.another, and every one chufes to be free.

* Venice.

H SECTION
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SECTION THE FOURTH. .

CONTAINING

Cvrsory Rimarks on the Lorp Biswor of

CLayNE's PaAMPHLET,

HAD I not feen the Reverend Mr. Barber’s
pamphlet, and got information that ftrictures on
the Bifhop of Cloyne’s publication are fent to the
prefs, by a gentleman of more diftinguithed abili-
ties than I can pretend to, I would examine his
Lordfhip’s pofitions in every fection of his work ;
but as others have exempted me from the tafk,
my principal defign was to enter into a full vindi-
cation of the Catholic body, as well as of myfelf,
whom his Lordfhip’s work is calculated to render

peculiarly obnoxious to the reigning powers.
After having committed himfelf, with the
Diffenters and Catholics, he makes a peculiar
attack on the regular clergy by an inuendo, that
agitating fwiars and Romifh mifffonaries, may be [ent
bere to fow- fedition. 1 challenged his Lorcfhip in
the public papers, and in the courfe of my defence
to produce one. He cannot. He hints that "Theo-
E}hilus may have fome information of fuch. Let
Theophilus appear, and he thall be branded as a
falfe witnefs. As for my parr, my landlord, Mr.
Auguftus Warren, a Member of Parliament, and
a gentleman, who at the very beginning of the
diforders
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diforders took an active and honourable part in
fupprefiing them, is now in town; he would not

onour me with his friendthip, nor give me free
accefs to his houfe and library whenever I chufe to
retire from the buftle of cities, if he difcovered in
me a feditious tenant. 'The regular clergy of this
kingdom are a part of the Catholic body, whom
they inftruct and edify under the dire&ion of the
Catholic prelates. .

Does the Bifhop intend to raife a perfecution
againft them, and thus through their fides to
wound the Catholics at large, with whom they are
{o clofely conneéted by the ties of blood; and the
mutual interchange of good offices ? They are not
poffeifed of thofe fine gardens, and rich monafte-
ries which could 'excite the Lord Bithop of
Cloyne’s jealouly; and which the Emperor of
Germany would fell to increafe his treafury, as he
has curtailed the revenues of fuch Bithops as are
not fovereign princes. The ftricter their vow the
lefs camberfome they are to fociety, as they are
literally content with what Saint Paul was fatisfied,
foed and raiment. Many of them have left good
fortunes to their younger brothers; all have re-
nounced their fhare of the inheritance; and fuch
of them as had but a fmall dividend to fhare, made
a generous facrifice, - when they renounced all
carthly profpects. If a contempt of the vanities
of the world, and a difinterefted heart, be deemed
obje&s of cenfurein ecclefiattics, by deifts or liber-
tines, they fhould not be held in fuch a view by a
Bithop, whe fiads them recommended in the {crip-
tures. Neisher will they ever, be deemed fuch by
the laity; who will ever efteem the clergy the more,

in propertion as they prattife what they preach,
I Wri‘cp%rc of the regular clergy of Ireland, who

run the fame carcer with the reft of the Cathelic
' ' H 2 clergy
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clergy of the kingdom, and whofe common ans
ceftors fell proftrate in the promifcuous ruin, oe-
cafioned by confifcations, and forfeitures. "I a
revival of claims, fo often mentioned in the fenate,
and bandied about in flying pamphlets, can tend
to render them obnoxious, there is no deubt, but
that they fthould be objeéts of jealoufy with the
reft of the Catholics, fhould thofe claims be ever
afferted. For the Catholic clergy both fecular and
regular are defcended from the fame ftock with
the Catholie laity, and from anceftors who in their
days were neither bewers of wood, mor drawers of
awater. But thofe claims I have done away by
fcripture, canon and civil law, and reafon in my
ADRRESS TO THE COMMON PEOPLE, when the com-
bined fleets were on our coafts, and a revival moft
likely to enfue.* For atthat time, the unprotected
Catholic had nothing to lofe, and on each Catholic
clergyman’s head hung the naked fword of pro-
{cription. I had fome time before confirmed the
throne in his Majefty’sfamily, againft the claims of
the Stuarts, Bourbons, and the Houfe of Sardinia.+
'This I have done in my LOYALTY ASSERTED, as far
as a writer poflefled of abilities, which have nothing
to recommend them but the fincerity of the author,
could confirm the throne of a prince, whofe Ca-
tholic fubjects are compared to a pack of bounds,
impatient to 7un dewn the ROY AL GAME.

The only reward I expe& for my labour, 1s not
to be infulted by any oblique infinuation, that I

am’ fent bere to [ow fedition. The Bifhop foftens

the inuendo in thefe words; fdo not [ay, that Mr.
O’ Leary is [ent bere to fow [edition;, but, &c. If he
did not [y it, why mention my name as a deffert,

aftes

_* See the Author’s Mifcellancous Traéls, p. 168.

t Ditto, p. 83.
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after having regaled his readers with fo many
courfes ? SeNT mErE! I imagined that Saint Paul
recommends hofpitality to Bithops, and that a
Prelate would be more generous than to envy an
Irfthman the liberty of breathing his native air, —
If Swift were alive, he would not be very thank-
ful to the Bifhop ; but Swift would be at liberty
to indulge his thoughts in their full lacitude;
whereas I muft be cautious, under the heavieft
provocation. The Lord knows that it is hard for
me! I was not then fent bere, 1 came bere, after
having been forced in my early days into foreign
countries, for a fmall portion of education, which
‘was refufed me in the land of my fore-fathers, be-
caufe I would not couple Tully’s Orations with a
CHARTER-SHCOOL CATECHISM. -

I was not fent bere to fow fedition. Ireturned Fere,
not as a felon from tranfportation, but as an ho-
nourable exile, who returns ‘to his native land,
after having preferred a voluntary banithment, to
ignorance, and the abjuration of the creed of his
anceftors.

I appeal to Richard Longficld, Efq; Member
of Parliament, whether, at the very beginning of
the difturbances in the diocefe of Cloyne, I have
not given the fincereft proof of the moft unfeigned
determination to co-operate in the reftoration of
peace and tranquility, That gentleman foon fup-
prefled the tumults in his own diftrict; becaufe
the humanity of the landlord gave an additional
weight of refpect and love to the authority of the
magiftrage. I fay it not from flattery, to which I
am a ftranger,—Had all the gentlemen of confe-
quence in‘the county of Cork, exerted themiclves
as Mr. Richard Longfield and Mr. Auguitus War-
ren have done ; had they, in imitation of the above-
mentioned gentlemen, rendered their authority as

amiable from benevolence to their tenants, as it
: H 3 was,
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was formidable from the powers invefled in them
by the laws, the difturbances would not have out-
lived the {pace of {ix weeks. Wherever the land-
lords were active and gencrous, and advifed the
people, either no diforders appeared, or they were
foon fuppreffed; and had the Bifhop been as ac-
tive in vifiting his diocefe, and publithing paftoral
lerters, as he was intent upon collecting materials
for a pamphlet, in order to furprife the public on
the eve of the meeting of Parlianient, he would
have contributed to the prevention or fupprefiion
of the tumults as well as Mr, Q’Leary.

But the Bithop was fecure in. the-proteétion of
the ftate. The peace of fociety was left to other
guardians. The people were wretched, miferable
and mad. Several gentlemen were not much con-
cerned for the injuries offered to the clergy of
either religion; policy, which often expeéis bene-
fits from popular commotions fo deftruétive to the
flimple, might have induced others to remain filent
and inactive in the profpect of providing for their
adherents, under the extenfion of a general police
bill; a bill which was'then expeéed in canfequence
of popular tumults, which adepts in political
wifdom, were more active in magnifying than pre-
venting. It was reported in the city of Cork, that
a certain Reverend Gentleman in the diocefe of
Cloyne* ufed to go in the night-time with armed
men to found a horn near a clufter of cabins, in
order to make prifoners of fuch as would appear
to gratify their curiofity ; an expedient well be-
coming a minifter of the gofpel! But with fome
perfons all expedients are juitifiable, when Pgpifh
Blots are to be contrived to give them a fanétion.

But

~ _* Perhaps the Auther of the Letter found on the road from Cork
t(‘;‘ glf;élaﬁmkilty, and addrefied 1o Doflor Q’Leary, by William
rifcol. .
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But every ided of fuch plots is done away, by the
very refolves of tlie gentlemen and freeholders of
the county of Cork refolves wherein they cenfure
the ina@ivity and ihexértions of many magiftrates
and gentlemén of property, on the breaking out of
the difturbances, dnd on the continuarce ofgjthen"x.‘i

It would have beén no difficult matter to {mother
them in their birth, 4s I remarked in my narrative,
Firmnefs and humanity would Have prevented the
diforder. | recommended it from the beginning,
For were I 2 man in power, I never would take for
my guides, Rehoboam counfellorsy My fathér
awbipped yoi with rods, I will whip you with [cor-
pions, 1 fecommended it in preferice of the pre-
fent Earl of Cafhampton, It was happy for
the ill-fated Catholics that a nobléman of fuch
a charaéter, 'for honour and impartiality, was
on the diftratted fnot. It was happy for them,
that the Repreféntatives in Parliament for the
County and City, and other membeérs who refide
in the South of Ifeland, are acquainted with local
¢ircumftances, and well known for honour, juftice
and humanity. Qtherwife Government would have
been impofed on, and the Catholics of Ireland
would be in a worfe ftaté in the year eighty-feven,
thapg they had been in the year forty-five.

The county of Cork mesting agreed to a réfo-
lation, which may férve as a rule well adapted to
the times of commotions arifing from diftrefs.—
¢« Refolved, That as we are détermined to punifh
« all violators of the public peace, fo we are
¢ equally defirous to aid in redreffing any perfons
“ who fhall appear to us to be really aggrieved.”
Wifdom and humanity penned that relolution.—
Had it been entered into, and carried 1nto execu-

tion in the month of September or Oftober eighty-

" *County of Cork meéting, 7th Decemiber, 1786.
| H 4 five,
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five, inftead of the feventh of December, eightys
fix, the county would have been quieted a long
time before. Do not firike until you liften, was a
maxim with an Athenian general, It is better to
liften in time, than to ftrike when the mifchief is
done. It was my maxim from the beginning. The
Bifhop would have acted in a manner more con-
fiftent with his character, by enforcing that maxim
than in publifhing a pamphlet, every page of
which can be controverted by the Diflenters and
Catholics of Ireland. Nay, his favourite plan
about tithes and commutations is found defeétive
by the moft fenfible writers of his own commu-
nion. From the firft to the laft line of his pamph-
let, he cannot fupport an argument without

forcing the Catholics into his fubject, In the .

forty-feventh page, he defcribes the regular clergy
in the following manner: ¢ The regular clergy
“ of the Church of Romeg, indeed, belong to a
“ feparate body, with an jntereft diftinét from
¢ the general weal; claiming an exemption from
¢ public taxes, and from the civil jurifdiGtion of
“ therr own country; and avowing a fubjection
*“ to a foreign power, were and are a natural ob-
- ¢ ject of jealoufy and apprehenfion.”—Mr. Stan-
difh, the hearth-money colle&or in Cork, can re-
fute the aflertion. If I had his receipts in Dublin,
I would place them in my appenpIx, with thofe
of my landiord, and my tailor’s bill ; for the lit-

tle money I get circulates amongft the public.
The Bifhop, in a catechifm,* priated; as 1 am
told, under his direction; imprefles the tender and
. un-

* In that Catechifm there is nota fingle word of the commandments
ofGod, nor an expianation of any one moral duty. The honour of the
Bauon cries a'oud to the right honourable and honourable the Truflecs
of the Protefiant Charter Schoals, to order fome unprejudiced perfon

to
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uncautious minds of foundlings'with a notion that
wiolation of faith with, and extirpation of beretics—
indulgences for committing fins in the enfuing courfe
of a man's life, and licenfe for guilt, are articles of
the Catholic faith. The compiler of fuch a cate-
chifm may mifreprefent the regular clergy, with
every freedom. He muft then certainly mean the
regular clergy in foreign countries, of whofe ftate
he is as incompetent a judge as I am of the regu-
lations of Weftminfter School, which I have never
feen. ‘

. The regular clergy have no intereft diftin& from
the general weal.” They are as much interefted in_
the prefervation of the ftate, from" which the
have got their lands and monafteries, as the Bithop
is interefled in the prefervation of Ireland, where
he has very good livings. He would have, 1 fup-

pole, the regular clergy of the church of Rome to

fboulder mufkets, found horns, and thoot White-
boys. In every age fince their inftitution, they
have been engaged in a more glorious warfare,
civilizing barbarous: nations, diffufing the light
of the gofpel into remote regions, whither the
Alexanders and Cafars had never carried their
arms, contributing extenfively to the culture of
the fciences, and {welling the deep and majeftic
rivers of European literature, with their tribute
of the knowledge of the hiftories, laws, cuftoms
and manners of the moft remote and diftant na-
tions. I do not talk here of the Jefuits only, who

1n

to compofe another Catechifm : for befides the horridand UNCHR I5-
TIANyDOCTRINES fallely imputed to the Catholics, in that cH R Is-
TIAN BOCTRINE there are two hifiorical untruths.—Firft, that a
hundred thoufand Proteflants were maffacred in Irn::land.----S«:com;_ill-yl
that Proteflants are not tolerated in Catholic flates. If that Catechilm

were {een in foreign countries, what an opinion weuld be formed of
our carly education !
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in the very cénter of barbarifin, amongft Canni~ 1
bals, feeding on-each other’s flefh, realized the
{ublime ideas of a Plato, a Sir Thomas More, or
a Fenelon : for thefe great men only dreams of
thofe political inftitutions under which man could
live happy without the canker of envy or the flings
of poverty, A branch of the regular clergy of the
church of Rome raifed the fabrick, which procured
them the compliments of a Montefquieu, and the
admiration of the world, Civilized and chriftian
Paraguay, from a nation of Cannibals, became the
only fpot on earth where vice and want were
equally unknown.

To this very day the Cathelic religion is main-
tained in Turkey, Abyflinia, and the remoteft
regions, by the labours of men whom their vows,
and a generous contempt of the pleafures ef
this world naturalize to every mation and cli-
mate. Their methed is quite different from
that prefcribed by the Bifhop of Cloyne for the
propagation of the gofpel: a method which ex-

fes religion to the derifion of infidels, and ren-
ders the propofer vulnerable to every arrow. which
can be taken from the quivers of the learned.—

His Lordfhip informs us very gravely that his rehi«
gion will extend IN PROPORTION TO AGRICULTURE.
—Bravo! this is literally planting the gofpel, and
making it the RELIGION OF THE LAND, Il €VCIy
{enfe of the word. = Saint Paul fays that goditncfs 15
great gains but the Bithop writes as if gamn were
great godling/s : “for he fanctifies the forl before he
{anctifies the foul. What a pity it is that crowsand
pigeons have not the ufe of fpeech as they had in
Aifop’s time ! Hisclergy would have a great num-
ber of fellow-labourers in the Lord’s vineyard.
The feathered tribe would cry out to the peafant,
"My good man, jiw the coen, and I will be with you
by " next
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wext year to reclaim you from the ERRORS OF PO~
PERY ! ‘ ‘

" The next method his Lordfhip propofes is an
effort on the part of Government to bring the Irith
language into difufe, In order to fave his clergy
the trouble of learning it. This method is an in-
fult to the natives, and cannot come with any pro-
priety from a prelate who, if I be well informed,
1s indebted for his promotion to the defeendant of
Irith princes, in whofe hofpitable halls the tune-
ful lyre was ftrung up to lrifh melody, fo varied

~ and harmonious that the lying Giraldus Cambrenfis
was forced to fpeak of it with rapture and extafy.

But now, at the awful fummons oi an Engli{liman,
the Irith harp muft be fufpended on the branch
of fome weeping willow, as the Ifraclites hung
up their mufical inftruments on the mulberry-trees
that grew on the banks of the rivers of Babylon.
« How can we fing” (faid they) ““the canticles of
¢ the Lord ina ftrange land?”  And the Irifhman

‘can fay, How can I fpeak thelanguage of my fatbers in
the land of my nativity ¢ His language muft be abo-
lithed at the recommendation of the Right Reve-
rend Doétor Woodward : this language, the ftudy
of which the learned Leibnitz and Lhuid fo warmly
recommended’ to the curious enquirers. into the
monuments of antiquity : this language, ftudied
by a learned ftranger (Colonel Vallancey) who has
reconciled Mars with Minerva, in uniting the {word
with the pen, military {kill with literary powers, and
by his learned labours has refcued from obfcurity
the hiftory of a mifreprefented nation, formerly
the Athens of the weftern Europe. Thus Ceefar
ftudied aftronomy in the camp, whilft the prieftg
of Apollo fuored in the temple. A military gen-
tleman ftudies the Irifh language, to increafe the.
ftore of the literary republic ; whilft the prelate,

whole
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whofe function it is to fanctify the fouls of the na-
tives, recommends the grow?h of their grain for the
tood of the clergyman’s body, and the abolition of .
their language for the good of their fouls ! P,

Thus the Irifh peafant muft work double tides,
if he would fteer his courfe heavenwards. He

‘muft cultivate the /:/ for an Englifh parfon’s body,

and left a pair of brogues thould be too#seourtly a
drefs for the antichamber of heaven, he ' muft ftudy
this Englifh parfon’s language for the-geod of his
own fjoul. - Badinage apart. Such a propofal for
the abolition of languages would come with a better
grace from a leader of Goths and Vandals, whofe

lory it was to deftroy monuments:of literature,
than from the Bifthop of a large diocefe, in a philo-
fophic age, when curiofity is on the wing, and the

-mind active in the purfuit of knowledgé. His

Lordfhip’s method then of propagating bis go/pel
is equally fingular and unprecedented. To oblige
the peafant, after the toils-of the day in fowing
cornand extending agriculture for the conveniency
of the clergyman, to learn the clergyman’s lan-
guage in order to, know the way to heaven which
he would not take the pains of telling him in Irith,
is a trué repetition ‘of Erafmus’s Echo: Quip Est
SacerpoTium 2 Omium.

I have read of a Saracen emperor who, from a
hatred to literature, burnt the Alexandrian library ;
but I never read of a Chriftian prelate intent upon
the converfion of a people by whom he was fed,
who, inftead of learning their language, recom-
mended  its difufe, until I read the pamphlet

of the Bifhop of Cloyne. The prefent Bifhop of

Landaff could not fpeak a word of Welch when he

- came to Wales. Inftead of recommending to the
Englith government to abolith the Welch language,

he made the knowledge of it his peculiar ﬂugy.
4 byt
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But it is the unhappy and fingular fate of the Ca-
tholics of Ireland to fee their names held up as
barbarous, their creed mifreprefented, and the lan-
guage of their anceftors threatened with entire dif~
ufe, for the gratification of a foreign prelate, who
propofes, as the means of their fanctification, com=
modious houfes and cultivated {pots for the eafe
and convenience of perfons whom his Lord{hipdif-
penfes with the trouble of even learning the lan-
guage of the people who fupport them. . ‘

This was not the manner in which the regular
clergy of the church of Rome planted religion 1n all
the nations on earth where they preached the gof-
pel. Neither was it the method which thofe who
{eparated-from the church of England adopted to
eftablith their own dodtrine, and form {eparate
communions. They learned the language of the
people, and brought them over to their way of
thinking, before they infifted upon commodions borfes
and glebe-lands. Hence they became minifters of
the word; whereas, according to the Lord Bi-
fhop of Cloyne’s plan, making religion and agri-
culture keep pace withweach other, he gives his readers
to underftand that the minifter of religion is more
the minifter of the foz/ than of the fw/: and that
* the old adage, which is become fo current to the:
difgrace of the priefthood, is verified. #o penny no
pater-nofier.

But leaving the Bithop of Cloyne’smethod of pro-
pagating his doctrine by tithes, glebe-boufes, and the
annibilation ‘of languages, expofed to the fhafts of
chrifiiancriticifm ; let us return to his charge againit
the.regular clergy. :

His Lordthip fays (page 48) ¢ that they claim
‘-—“fﬁgﬁn'txemption from public taxes, and from the
¢ civil jurifdiction of their own country, and avow
““afubjection to a foreign power.” I am fur- -

b . prifed
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prifed that his Lordfhip would adviance fuch
charges in my weighbourbeod. He cannot mean the
regular clergy of Ireland. ~ Asto the regular clergy

in Catholic countries, they enjoy no exempiion but

what the ftate grants, as the Bifhop of Cloyne
enjoys no exemption but what the ftate grants t@
himfelf. Does he pretend to prefcribe laws to
Catholic ftates; or to control their power to grant
what exemptions they think fit to the children,
not only of noblemen and gentlemen, but to
the children of princes ? For the amnals of reli-
gion and the hiftory of religious orders can inform
him, that from the days eof St. Bafil to this very
day, the regular clergy can mark numbers of {uch
a defcription in their calendar. . The regular

clergy then plead no exemption but what he pleads .

himfelf; the exemption granted by the ftate wherein
they live. He fhould not envy in others what
be himfelf emjeys. For I {uppefe it is from the
ftate he enjoys the privilege of pleading the fcan-
dalum magnaium, when Richard W dward, now my
Lard Bifbop of Clavre, gives futh a provocation to
dritbur Q' Leary, as to become the eulogift and apo-
logift of a Theophilus, who calls him a Fragr with
@ barbarous firnames; and to recommend the difufe
of the language of his anceftors.

Fhe regular clergy, whether here or elfewhere,
avow no fubjection to a forergn power. They live as
corporate {ocieties, under their peculiar inftitutions
confirmed by church and ftate. 'The boundaries
are kept diftin¢t. < They give unto God, what be-
longs to Geod, and to Cfar, his due.” Whilft they
live as a_corporate fociety, they will plead their
charter.—Hence, the Pope himfelf, cannot in an
arbitrary manner, either elect or depofe their fupe-
riors, or interfere in their religious polity. Hemay
annulk their charter, but whilft they live as in cor-

porated
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porated bodies, they will maintain their inftitutions
which eontain nothing obnoxious either to church
or ftate. Otherwife, neither would give them a
fanction.~~When they make their vows, it is not @
become vaffals to the Pope; but to gratify their
own devetion under regulations, which at a com=
petent age after twelve months probation, they are

at liberty either to adopt or reject.
They avow no fubjestion to a foreign power; and
1 call upon the Lord Bithop of Cloyne to prove this
affertion. They are fubjects of the ftate, fwear
allegiance to their Prince,and are as faithiul asany
other fubjeéts. Fra Paolo, a regular, defended the
privileges of the republic of Venice, againft Pope
Paul the Fifth, and immortalized his name. Xime-
nes, a regular, raifed the power of the Spanifh
monarchy, and paved the way for the fplendid con-
quefts of Charles the Fifth. Father Jofeph de la
Tremblay, after quitting the bar, and becoming a
regular, was forced from his cloifter to direct the
councils of Lewis the Thirteenth. He planned thofe
meafures in the execution of which Richlieu ap-
apeared as the oftenfible agent, and which by hum-
bling the Houfe of Auftria, and lopping off the
heavy branches which made the tree of the Krench
monarchy bend toe:much, gave it that erect pofture
and firmnefs, which has ever f{ince been proof a-
gainft {0 many ftorms.  In Ireland, during the un-
happy commotions which diftracted this kingdom
in the reign of Charles the Firft, who could have
excrted himfelf with more conftancy than Father
Peter Walth, mentioned with honour by the centi-
nuatorof Sir James Ware? Did not he oppofe Riw-
nuccind; the Pope’s Legate, who afterwards excon-
municated him at Bruifels? Under this excommu-
nication he remained unfhaken in his loyalty.  Or
what is there i a regular clergyman’s ﬁaﬁ’c tl'q
oftile



( 1383

hoftile to his country, as to induce the Bithop of
Cloyne to hold him forth as avewing a fub]e&wn lo
a foreign power? ls not a man’s oath to be ‘be-
lieved? And when the regular clergy {wear alle-
giance to their King, is not their oath to be relied
on? But the Bithop has favoured us with-a very
nice diftinction. He acknowledges that in the or-
dinary tranfactions of life between man and man,
the oath of a Catholic may be relied on ; bz when
bis cburch is in danger, then he may flacken the reins
and bear down the mounds of fincerity.

Where has the Bifhop difcovered this dif-
tinction? Where have the Catholies taught that
the work of Heaven is to be promoted by the
agency of Hell? Isthe Chriftian religion to be pro-
moted by fraud, profanation and perjury ? Does
he really beheve that the Catholics are ignorant of
that maxim of Saint Paul, evi/ is not to be done that
good may arife from it 2 Non funt facienda mala
_ut veniant bona. Or does he forget that the fcan-

dalous diftinction between the oath of a Catholic,
in_the ordinary tranjaltions of life, and the oath in
which bis veligion is concerned, has been condemned
by the Catholic church, agés before it could be
forefeen that a Bifhop or any other mortal would
charge her with fuch a doctrine? This very dif-
tin¢tion was the doctrine of Prifcillian, who taught
his difciples that perjury on the fcore of religion
was lawful, for which he was condemned by the
council of Toledo, and burnt alive. Speaking
of Catholics, he fays,  that men are better
¢ than their tenets.” It may be fo. In Sparta it
was ‘a tenet that every deformed child fhould be
expofed and abandoned to his fate.  Parental
affection in fome might have eluded fuch a rigorous
law, and thus proved that they were better than their

~tenets. It was a tenet amongft the inhabitants of
the
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the¢ Ifle of Cyprus, that marricd women fhould
proftitute themfelves once a year in the Temple of
Venus. 1 doubt not but conjugal affection and
female modefty, operated with fome to {fuch a de-
gree, as to induce them to abhor and deteft fuch
a tenet.  But Ido not believe that there is this day
on earth, any fect of Chriftians balf /o good as their
Zenets ; for however they may differ in {peculative
points, their principles of morality are, for the moft
part the fame. The Bifhop of Cloyne is certainly-
beft acquainted with bis own tenets ; and if they be
as charitable as himfelf; his neighbours theuld enter-
tair: a good opinion of his rule of fairth. However,
if the horrorsof violation of FatTh with beretics, &c.
be articles of orthodoxy, certainly notenly fome Ca-
tholics, but all Catholics are éetter than their tenels ;
and without any difparagement to his rank or dig-
nity, he will find thoufands amongft them as honeft,
upright, and honourable as himfelf; not only from
innateprinciples,but fromthewerysenor of theircreed.
Healarms the Diffenters with the apprehenfions,
that if they donot affift him in keeping zbe tithes,
the Gatholic clergy will have them with the affiffance of
a foreign power.  Mr. Barber ingenioufly anfwers,
that it 1s equal to him who has the tithes, whether
it be Peter, Martin, or Fobn, fince they are of no
benefit to him either with regard to foul or body.
If his Lordfhip be afraid that the Catholic clergy
will deprive him of a// the tithes, with the affiftance
_ of a foreign power, 1 can aflure him that he has
* nothing to apprehend from foreign powers. They
will never invade Ireland in order to procure
the tithes for the Catholic clergy. This indeed,
would be a'war of profiors and iithe canters. Fur-
ther, I can aflure his Lordfhip, that foreign powers
‘are_more inclined to reduce the revenues of their
own mnatienal clergy, than to make war for the
Catholic clergy of Irelam}. But do not the Cathlq-
: ic
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fic clergy believe that tithes are jure diviin? By

no ‘means. - Whoever reads Father Paul; and

Father Simon; upon benefices, .will foonr difeever
that tithes are not due to the Chriftian- priefthood
by gofpel law. Thefe two were Catholicatthors.

Bithop Barlow and Selden, amongft the Proteftants;-

proved the fame. I would not mention a word

abotit 77tbes, had I not been forced into the ficld

with the Bithop’s foreign power, and Theophilus’s

jure divino ; and ihall fay of them but'very little:
They were not known in the weftermn church,

until about the feventh or ecighth century. 'The

clergy had influence at that timeé to prevail on the

French kings to give a fanction to the fixth com-

mandment-of the churchy Thon foalt pay tithes 1o

the clergy. -This was a law of difcipline, liable to

change with the times, and ef ‘no force but from

the fanétion of the fecular power; for a moral

and natural right founded on the words, the labonrer

is worthy of bis bire ; is all that a clergyman can

plead. In the Greek church tithes are niot known

to this very day; and in the Affrican chureh; Saint

Auguftin would not permit his own church to be

endowed, forefeeing the bad effeéts of the riches

of the clergy. Howevér in the weft, the pious

laity, with the {an€tion of the power of the ftate,

endowed each church under the firict obligation

that three dividends thould be made; one for the

fupport of the clergyman ; the fecond for the re-

paration of the church, and the third for the reli¢f

of the poor. Such was the original inftitution.

Somie alteration muft have been fince made in the
‘mannér of carrying the founder’s into execution
inténtions; for the part that was originally deftin-

ed for the relief of the poor, now goes to the proc-
tor in Ireland. And as to reparation of churches,

had the White=Boys burnt the new church, if tbe old

" ~church

A
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chisich bad not been left to them for a chapel, or had
both churches fallen to the ground; I am humbly
of opinion that his Leordfhip of Cloyne would
fooner apply for a parliamentary grant, than be at
the expence of contributing the third partof his
tithes towards the repair of either of the fabrics. Vany
and refined have been the improvements on this

fimple inftitution of ecclefiaftical revenues.
One would be difpofed to believe that there
was 4 certain magic in the number Zer. . The
tentb lamb, the fenth pig, the tenth chicken, the
tenth theaf, every thing was decimated; every ienth
animal that did not grow te thefize of a calf, was
confecrated to the clergy, except the ichth orphan.
Peas, beans, all kinds of garden ftuff, were fur-
veyed in the name of God and the Church ; and
the clergy were compared to the locufts of the re-
velations, * devouring all kinds of herbs that came
*“ in their way, except fuch as twere noxious.” As
theological difputes divided them, their divi-
fions -unluckily divided their flocks, and what
was more, divided the affections of the people.
Under various changes of creeds, the lucrative
Jyflem remained  unaltered. Pope Alexander the
Third was the firft who ifflued excommunications
for tlie recovery of 'ﬁthes, and decre=d that the la-
bours of the induftrious bee thould contribute to
the fupport of the Lord’s anointed. He ordained
that every tenth bee-hive fhould be fequeftered for
the ufe of thechurch. The clergy of the eftablifh-
ed religion in England and Ireland, who borrowed
their pomp, their {plendour, and hierarchy from the
¢hurch of Rome, declared from their pulpits, that
the W was Antichrift. Yet in reforming the reli-
%io&%}iéme, they improved upon Pope Alexander’s
ftem, by infifting upon the tithes of agiftment ;*

* #fhis barbarous word, fo familiar to our Irith Canonifls, is derived
froman old French word, fignifying, to driveabeaftinto a ficld.

2 and
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and thus raifed the claim from a bee toa bullocks
If Pope Alexander thundered out his excommuni-~
cations on the fcore of tithes, they fired their blun-
derbufles in defence of thofe remnants of Popery;
and dead bodies were feen laid proftrate in fields,
in confequence of contefts for confecrated goods,
which in former ages the pious laity had deftined
for the fupport of the living. Whatever the clergy
poflefs by law, is certainly their right, and thould
be {ecured to them; but when people argue, they
thould be careful not to advance paradoxes: and
that the right of tithes is anterior to the title ofany
layman to his land, is a paradox indeed! The
land was inhabited by the laity before Saint Patrick
preached the Gofpel in this Ifland. What he
and his {ucceflors got were free gifts of the
donors; and no mian in his fenfes will deny
that the {uperior powers of the ftate have a
right to alter any fyftem, for the peace and
good of the community. I fhall difcufs no further
the fubject of tithes, as it has been already and
will be hereafter difcuffed by abler pens. IfI
fummed up ina few lines their rife and progrefs,
it is to thew the futility of the charge that the Ca-
tholic clergy are intent upon rvecovering the tithes of
this kingdom, with the affiftance of fereign powers,
as if they were due jure divim., Could fuch an
idle thought occur to any man who did not intend
to {port with common fenfe? Will any man of
{enfe believe that the formidable forces of France
and Spain would be poured, at vaft expences, into
this kingdom, in order to reinftate a few Catholic
clergymen in the tithes of potatoes, oats, hay, &5c.
I am afbamed to make any further comments.
“ The Catholic clergy vefuming tithes with the affiffance
“ of foreign powers ! Lay-impropriators threatened
“with lofs of theabbey lands which would revert
’ ; “/a
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“ to the regular clergy ” When the Reformation
was but in its infgncy, and no religion in Eng-
land at that time, but what veered at the breath
of each fucceeding monarch, what became of the
abbey-lands ? In the thort fpace that intervened
between the diffolution of abbeys and the reign
of Queen Mary, there was not fufficient time to
found the title of prefcription, which by the civil
law requires a fpace of thirty years for immovea-
bles. qVVhen that Queen afcended the throne, fe-
veral of the abbots and priors whofe monafteries
hdd been diffolved, were living. “ Were not all the
abbey-lands confirmed to the lay-poflefiors by
Cardina] Pole, with full authority from the Pope ?
And now, under a Proteftant fovereign, after a
lapfe of more than two centuries, a prelate raifes
the alarm againft perfons who thought as little of
depriving him of his tithes, or the lay gentlemen
of their impropriations, as the inoffenfive citi-
zen thought of depriving of hislife a fufpicious
prince, who, in his uneafy flumbers, dreamed
that he cut his throat; and put the innocent man
to death,

I am in no manner concerned in tithes, but I
appeal to his Lordthip whether, at different times,
they have not been the occafion of popular com-
motions ? Whether, at different times, the cot-
tager who plants the potatoe, and the farmer who
commits the grain to the earth, does not realize the
fable of the man who fowed the dragon’s teeth, which
afterwards vegetated into armed men? Whether an
honourable fupport, free from litigations and
wrangles with parithioners of every defcription,
would not comport more with the dignity of the
clerical profeffion? And whether this be not the
opinion and wifh of the moft fenfible clergymen
of the eftablifhed religion ? If I am afked the rea-

I3 fon
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fon why I fhould interfere in tithes ? I anfwer,

that the radical caufe of the di_{temfper b:in-%{gg;
utyre periods,.

removed, it may break out at fome
and that when the bramble fhoots from the ¥
which will one day cover me, the wrangles of op-
prefled peafants may be conftrued into @ Pepifh
confederacy. S
His Lordthip endeavours to refute thes Bithop
of Landaff’s arguments by the djfparity of ¢circum-
ftances, as the number of the Diffentess of both
communions is greater in Ireland.——T take the
liberty of afking him one queftion. Isit becanfe
there 1s lefs to do, that the falary of the labourer
muft be increafed ar the expence of the cotrager ?
Does he really believe that an  hopeft Diﬂ%ﬁrer
will be faved ? Does he believe that an honéft
- Catholic will be faved ? If he does, why this zeal
for converfion which akarms the pation? It is
equal to any ftate, whether the hand that fteers the
plough makes the figm of #he crofs on the forehead,

or not, provided the man be honeft and induftri- -

ous. He complains of the zeal of the Catholic
laity to make converts, and the fupinenefs of the
Proteftant gentlemen in not converting Catholics.
Will he have a Proteftant landlord turn miffonary,
and invade the epifcopal functions ? If his Lord-
fhip be fo zealous Yor the falvation of the people,

why not learn their language ? The Catholic mif-

fionaries who penetrated into the vaft empire of
China, learned the Chinefe, though there are eight
hundred Jetters in the alphabet, and each letter
ftands for a word. They converted millions of
.the people, tranflated the writings of their phi-
lefophicrs, and brought Europe acquainted with

the laws, cuftoms and morals of that fingular-

~country. His Lordfhip is not upder the neceflity

of travelling far to learn the language; it is at

his
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his door. And an Englifh paftor may as well
learn the Irifh as an Englith officer, Colonel Val-
lancey. His Lordfhip will excufe this freedom—It
is as a writer who has called me forth that I addrefs
him throughout. My refpect for a bifhop’s cha-
racter is a reftraint which I would thake off, if a
erfon of an inferior rank called on Government
to bring into difufs the language of a country.
It is what conquerors themielves feldom have
done. The polithed Frenchman has never at-
tempted to abolifh the low diale& of the Breton ;
the grave Spaniard leaves the Bicayan to the ufe
of his fpeech ; and the Englifh have not abolifthed
the Welch or Erfe. The Irith. muft have the
badge of fcorn. As to conyerfions made by the
Catholic laity, I do not find it an ealy matter.
Fafts,—conteffion of fins,—the belicf of myfte-
ries which furpafs and feem to contradict the very
fenfes,—penal law, and legal difquaiifications,
are no great inducements to converfion. Suppole
that a Proteftant, ftruck wich the {ame arguments
which made fome German princes, Chillingworth
Dryden, and feveral gther great men, embrace
the Catholic faith; fuppofe a Proteftant of any’
fe& became a Catholic, the Bifhop, upon the
wery principles of the Reformation, which allows
freedom of thought and the right of private
%dgment, could not in equity cenfure him.
Every one is free to embrace the religion that
feems beft to him. It 1s THE PRIVILEGE OF NA.
TURE 3 and a convert to the Catholic religion is
fufficiently punifhed by a conformity that deprives
bimalmoft of every privijege. Many a learned
man+has quitied the Bifhop of Cloyne’s commu-
nions, The famous Whilton wrote to the Arch-
bithops of York and ‘Cangerbury, afligning the
‘reafons of his fcpgra;ioip from the church of ]i:ngd-
. 4 and.
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land. And not long ago Lindfay refigned his be=
nefice, in order to offer up his prayers to one God

in one perfon, and expunged the name of Chrift

from the colle¢ts. The Bithop of Cloyne would
make a more glorious conqueft in reclaiming Dr.
Prieftley or Lindfay, than if he converted a hun-
dred Irith peafants. 1 fee no reafon for alirming
the nation with the danger of the church.. Little
did the world imagine a few centuries'ago that a
fingle German friar would have thaken the ponti-
fical throne, and brought about the moft aftonifh-
ing revolution that the world ever beheld. Ever
fince that memorable wra, the Proteftant religion,
from a fmall beginning, has rapidly increafed.
When there were Catholic kings on the throme, it
gained ground. It is then wery much out of fea-
fon #ow to alarm three kingdoms with the news
*“that at this moment the church of Ireland is in imi-
“ nent danger of fubverfion '
The Bithop believes two facraments neceffary
to falvation. If he could gain over to the eftab-
lithed church all the inhabitants of Ireland who
believe that neither is' neceffary to falvarion, it
would be a great acquifition to the eftablifhed re-

ligion. His Lordfhip adverts to the total indif- -

ference of many to every kind of religion.
Could he but kindle the flames of piety and fer-
vour in the breafts of fuch people, it would be
of infinite advantage! And if he could keep
within the pale of the eftablithed church, fuch as
are willing to form modes of worfbip for themfelves
or reclaim fuch as have quitted it within thofe
many years, without becoming Catholics; he would
leave no room to complain of the majority of
Diffenters. What a field is here open for paftoral
zeall' A Herculean tafk indeed! and worthy
‘of a prelate of diftinguithed abilities. But want

‘ of
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of baptifm, Deifm,—{eparation from the eftab-
lithed church, and altar fet up againft altar, can-
not draw forth the Bithop of Cloyne’s pen.
The ftability of sithes and the downfal of Popery
are his only favourite themes. The wag on the ftage
received many a plaudit who, on being afked his
religion, an{wered that he loved a pot of porter and
bated popery.—Let a Theophilus abufe Catholics
and revile Mr. O’Leary; he is called an able
writer in the beginning, and excufed on the fcore
of his apprebenfions for the [afety of religion at the
end of a pamphlet. Cargoes of abftralts againft
popery are daily imported from England; luckily
they arrive out of feafon ; for the nation knows the
purport of them. If violation of faith with beretics
be the reafon of the Bithop’s attack, the Catholics
difclaim it on oath. And whoever does not believe
the oath of an honeft man, deferves na anfwer.—
There is addrefs and ingenuity in laying fo often
a ftrefs upon the word Akeretics.- When mentioned

by the Bithop, it conveys an idea that the Catho-
lics alone confider thofe who are reared out of their

church as beretics. His: Lordfhip will, I hope,
have the generofity to divide the imputation with
Mr. O’Leary. Does the church of England ack-
nowledge that there are no beretics 2 Have not her
bifhops pronounced them as fuch after a canoni-
~cal trial ¢ Has not the civil magiftrate, nurfed in
her bofom, doomed them to the faggot ? The /n-
quifition could do no more : for the ecclefiattical
judge barely confines himfelf to a declaration that
fuch a doétrine is beretical. The magiftrate, armed
with the power of the law, pronounces {entence,
and fees it carried into execution,
* Doétor Godolphin, a Proteftant canonift, in his
Abridgement of the Ecclefiaftical Laws of Eng-
land, after Sir Edward Coke, calls herefy a /eprofy

of
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of the foul¥ 5 and gives a defcription of no lefs thap
one hundred and thirty-feven herefies in his time,
If he was now living he could add to the catalogue
many new doctrines, which the Bifhop of Cloyne
would. declare firange and erroneous by his confecra-
tion oath. Humanyictims werefeen marching tq the
ftake'with faggots on their backs, to purge in the
flames, the pollutian of berefy, under a Proteftang
Elizabeth and a Proteftant James, as well as under
a half Catholic Henry and a CatholicMary. And
thofe frange and erroncous doctrines which the Bi-
fhop of Cloyne promifes by his confecration oath
to banifp and drive eway, bauifhed and effectually
drove away Diflenters and Cathelicsiinto the wilds
of America, in the reign of that James, whom the
Bifhop applauds for his wife {aying, No Bifbap ne
King. Thofe firange and erroneoys dolirines, banifb-
¢d and drove away the Catholic Lord BaLtTiMoRrE,
into Maryland, for bowing at the name of Fefus;and
the great PenN, who deferved half the world, for
teaching Sovereigns how to govern the other.—
They banifbed and drove sway Pepn into Pennfyl-
vania, for not bowingat all; for having rejeéted
the ceremony of the hat, and wearing but a few
buttons on 4 plain unornamented coat. Thofe two
great men, perfecuted for their firange ervoncous
dofirines, and: fiill diametrically oppofite in reli-
gious principles, planted their colonies where they
granted free «oleration to all mortals ; and where
man is wow reflored to the indelible charter, which
the free-born mind is intitled to plead. They re-
fembled the two brave foldiers, who were always
quarrelling by the inftigation of their comrades,
without knowing why. A general route came on,
in the. flight they both fell into a deep pir. Said
Ty \ - ; ; m;

{h

* Godolphin Repertorium Canonicum,
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one, ¢ if I kill you, what fhall I benefit by your
¢ death? your putrified body will ftifle me.”—
The other retorted in the fame language: they {faw
the common danger, and agreed; one leapt on the
thoulders of the other, and reached the verge.of
the pit, out of which he helped his fellow-fufferer,
They both retired in peace, and lived ever after
in amity. Lord Baltimore and Penn did the {ame,

The recolle&ion of fuch melancholy {cenes
induces me to applaud the Bifhop, for declaring
in his introduction, ¢ that it is not bis abject to enter
‘¢ inta the defence of ecclefiaftical eftablifbments in gene-
ral.” It would be an arduous tafk, indeed ! Since
the beginning of ecclefiaftical eftablifhments until
of late, fovereigns feduced by the counfels of the
clergy, became the executioners of their fubjects,
The minifters of a religion, one of whofe princi-
pal laws is, 4 Law OF ETERNAL LOVE, became the
apologifts of calamities, that fwept from the face
of the earth, or opprefled to this very day, God’s
nobleft images, upright, virtuous, and dauntlefs
men. Like the wartior in the Scriptures, they
ftept into the {anctuary to grafp the barbarian’s.
fword wrapt up in the ephod. The code of tem-
poral laws, teeming with fanctions againit robbers
and murderers, was fwelled, to the furprize and
deftruction of mankind, with additional decrees
againft beretics and papifts. The inoffenfive citizen,
who from ap apprehenlion of offending the deity,
by acting againft his confcience, was confined 1n
the fame dungeon, or doomed to the faggot or axe
with the parricide, .who laid afide every reftraint
of gﬁral_obligation. The {criptures were adduced
in juftification of the fanguinary confufion. Out
of every contefted verfe there iffued a fury, armed
witha quibble and & poniard, who infpired man-
kind at ence with folly and cruelty, and Europe
o ~ - became
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became-one wild altar, on which every religious
fect offered up human vi&ims to its creed. Such
are the effects of ecclefiaftical eftablithments in a2~
long fucceflion of ages. The effetts afcribed to
them by the right reverend author, as infufing
morality as a collateral aid to the check of the law,
would have been produced in a more heavenly
manner, by religion uncontrolled by the terror of
penal fanltions; and its rays never fhone brighter
than when its minifters had no other fword to en-
force it, but the two edged {word of the peaceful
doctrine of its Author. It is not then to the lenity
of ecclefiaftical eftablifbments, that men are indebted
for the freedom they enjoy, but to the lenity of z4e
fate; and to the exalted fouls and enlarged minds
of thofe illuftrious fenators, who have caft off the
Jable weeds of bigotry, to put on the bright
and radient livery of enlightened reafon, which re-
ligion enlarges into an extenfive afylum, inftead of
contracting into a narrow and favourite fpot, which
it is penal, but for a few, to look at. The gloom
which the Bithop of Cloyne’s pamphlet has {pread
on every countenance, and the mutual diftruft and
jealoufy which have fucceeded the ftricteft fincerity
and amity fince the publication of his performance,
are no mighty recommendations of ecclefiafticat
eftablifbments:* The blood of fifty millions of men,
cut off by the fword of perfecution fince the
ftate untheathed it in defence of ecclefiaftical efta-
blifbments . The oppreflion, banifhment and im-
prifonment of as many more! The blood of the
{lain cries from under the altar, to the powers of
the earth,—Leave your fubjeiis free.—Let the priefts

pray %

. " After the circulation of the Bifhop’s pamphlet in Ireland, perfons
mn the county of Armagh went in the dead of night to the houfes of
Catholics, in fearch for arms, and committed other outrages under the
denomination of BAEAK O’DAY BOYS,
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Pray; but do not draw the [word in defence of theit
prayers; FOR THEY WILL NEVER PRAY ALIKE.

I thould never have mentioned tithes, left any
of the eftablifhed clergy fhould imagine I envied
them what in former times belonged to the Ca-
tholic clergy, and which the laws now fecure to
the clergy of the ettablithed church; but when I
{faw in a pamphlet, of which the Bifthop becomes
the eulogift, a heavy and infamous charge that
the Catholic clergy confider tithes due to them-
felves jure divino, and encourage the laity to plun-
der the Proteftant minifters for their own benefit,
I gave a thort account of their origin, In my ad-
drefles to the white-boys, the reader may fee in
what manner I enforced the payment of them.—
The Bithop was unthankful to me; in return, I
paid my compliments to fithes and ecclefiaftical
eftablithments. I confider the abufe of both as
oppreflive in Ireland, and elfewhere. If I do nor
fpeak with all that foftnefs of churchmen, with
which I certainly would have fpoken upon another
occafion ; it is not from any difrefpect for the ec-
clefiaftical profeflion. Sewverity regards fuch as
have at different times abufed their facred charac-
ters from want of charity—or from want of difin-
tereflednels—or both.. The worthy are not to be
confounded with the unworthy, no more than the
chaff fhould be confounded with the pure and
wholefome grain,

I with the Bithop of Cloyne had called me forth
in a general caule, and in more favourable circum-
ftances; but he calls me forth under the heavieft
provocations, after having declared himfelf the
apologift“of a flanderous Theophilus, who ex-
haufts the glofiary of Billingfgate in perfonal a-
bufe. Whoever reads his Lordfhip’s pamphlet, mut
confider ¢ Catholic prelates as perjurers—the laity

© as
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¢ 45 enemies to the conftitution, from a view to

¢ the revenues of the church, with the affiffance of
“ foreign power—and Mr. O’Leary, feditious With -

“ a train of agitatihg friars and Romilh miffion-
¢ aries.”” If there be a plurality of worldsy; I muft

have been born in the planet of Satutn, if, after.
fuch a provocation; Idid not feel “ A CERTAIN °

% wARMTH.”

It cannot be expeted that I fhould lofe the little

time I have to fpate from my more important
fundtions, in anfwering anonymous writérs, or even

authors who may prefix their names to pamphlets.

The only petfon I fhall take the trouble of anfwer-
ing is the Lorb Bisaor or CroyN, B 1

APPENDIX.,
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APPENTDTILK

Rove Mr. O’LEARY's ADDRESS # ## Commen

. ProrLe of IRELAND, particularly 6 fuch of them as
_are called WHITE-BOYS.

Brethren and Countrymen,

I Addrefled you before in the time of open war, when
the enemies of your King and Country were within view
of the coafts. Your prudent and peaceable condult, at
that critical time, anfwered the expe&tations of your in-
ftruétors, and procured you the countenance and appro-
bation of your rulers. ‘Thedefencelefs cottager was pro-
tected by the honefty of his neighbour. Order and tran-
quility reigned all oversthe land. Each member of the
community was fecure in his refpective rights and pro-
perty. And whilft thé plains of America were dyed with
blood, and England was convulfed by the infurrections
of the lower clafles; who were either cut off by the army,
or attoned on the gallews for the violation of the laws,
you felt the happy effects of a quiet and orderly condut.
Nature and Religion, my brethren recommend this
peaceable and orderly condu@ to man. To a peaceable
and grderly conduct, nature annexes our happine(s, and
religion enjoins it as a duty. We are born with inclina-
tions for order and peace, and we have the happinefs to
live under the wife laws of a gofpel, whofe counaels and
, whofc threats and promifes infpire the union of
' the
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the hearts, and to do to others as"we would with to be
done by.
Whence then thofe difturbances which of late have been

occafioned by fome of you in the Diocefe of Cloyne, and.

which now begin te reach to the Diocefe of Cork ! ¥You
will tell me, ¢ that your grievances are the caufe.” I
doubt it not, my brethren ; but {till under our grivances
are we to forget that we are Chriftians? Under our
grievances, are we to forget that the pravidence of God
has made an unequal diftribution of the goods of this life,
referving a perfe€t equality for the next? Uncer our
grievances, are we to forget that when our diftrefles are
not the effecs of our crimes, or imprudence; refignation

to the will of heaven becomes an indifpenfable duty 7— .

Are we to forget that THE wAY oF THE CRoss, 1s THE
RoAD To THE CRowN ; and that although religion does
not condemn thefe diftinétions of rank, fortune, and
authority eftablifhed by providence, for the fuberdination
of fubjeés and the tranquility ‘of ftates, yet there are
meore promifes made in the Scriptures, in favor of thofe
who fuffer, than in favour of thofe who live in eafe and
opulence. And although the gates falvation are opén to
the rich who make good ufe of their wealth, as they are
to the poor who fuffer with patience, yet the Scripture
declares that they are narrower for the former than for the
latter. In this life there muft be grievances which no hu-
man wifdom can redrefs ; but the inconveniencies arifing
from them are counterbalanced by the expetation of a
better, promifed by the Divine Author of our religion,
who has fet us the example of patience and fuffering.
The foldier, led on by his General, encounters death
with intrepidity in hopes of vi€tory, which foon after va-
nifthes as fmoak. And fhall a2 Chriftian, called to an im-
mortal Crown, refufe to follow his King, who rears up
the banners of the crefs, and cries out, Také up your
crofs and follow me in the paths to eternal Life? To a
worlding plunged in the luxuries of life, fuch an addrefs
will appear infipid: but on you who are not loft to the
feelings of religion, it will have a different effet. Per-
‘haps when he comes to that part of it in which men-
tion is made of croffes and [ufferings, he will lay it afide,
| and

|
=1
|
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and fay, Mr. O’ Leary fhould write to thofe peaple in another

Syles and threaten them with curfes, excommunications, hal~
ters and gibbets. No, my brethren, curfes and excome
munications lofe their effect, when lavithed with tao
much profufion. Truth muft not be made odious by the
harth manner in which it is conveyed. The nature of
man is fuch that he is gained upon more, by example and
fweetnefs, than by rudenefs and feverity. = He is apt to
hate the hand that is raifed up to ftrike him, though it be
for his corre&ion ; whilft he loves the hand thatis ftretched
out for his cure. Sweetnefs, tendernefs and charity, fhould
form the principal chara&er of a Clergyman, and become
the predominant fpirit of his fun&ions. ‘They were not
liors, but lambs, which our Saviour fent to preach his
gofpel. It is to their patience, their mildnefs, their
prayers and fufferings, that we are indebted for the con-
verfion of the world, and the propagation of our Mi-
niftry.  And I fhould be very forry that you would
derive no benefit from my inftru&ions but a ftring of
curfes, which perhaps you would get by heart from no
other view, than to vent them upon your children in a fit
of anger or refentment.  As to halters and gibbets, the
beft way to reftrain the hand, is to change the heart,
which when regulated by the gofpel law, will facrifice
the hand fooner than give offence.

However, my brethren, itis not in the nature of man
to fuffer under grievances which he can lawfully remove.
It i1s when the remedy fails, or cannot be lawfully had,
that patience becomes our only and moft falutary re-
fourfe ; and I appeal to fuch of you as have been guilty
of apy outrages, whether the fteps you have taken to
redrel” your grievances be either conformable to the laws
of God or naturey or whether they can anfwer any other
purpofe than that of drawing on yourfelves the ven-
geance of the law. Is it an effectual mede of redrefling
grievances to crop the ears of your neighbour’s horfe or
to deftroy his rick of corn, the only refoutfe of a poor
induftrious farmer who has no other means to pay his
rent, and who, thruft into prifon by a mercilefs landlord,
will be for entire years, perhaps for life viewing on the
walls of a gloomy prifon, the cruel marks of your barba-

rity §

7



( 146.' ]

rity? Whenee atofe the favage cufiom of houghirg
the moft harmlefs and ufeful of animals, the horfe, and
the cow? We read of nations not enlightened by the
chriftian religion, yet figure to themfelves a fupreme
Being, the fountain of tendernefs and mercy. = Thefe
people think it 2 fin to deprive any creature of that
Jife which the fupreme being has given it, and confe-
quently never eat fith or fleth. To guard agzinft the
love of pleafure, and to check the defires which may
arife from the fight of any objeét, fome of them pluck
out their 7yes, alledging that if they bhave fhut two dcors
againft their paflions, they have opened a thoufand doors
to wifdom by qualifying themfelves for the undiftratted
contemplation of Heavenly things. The Gofpel does not -
require fuch feverity from you. But I apgeal to your-
felves if thefe Pagans will notrife up in judgment againft
the Chriftians who are guilty of atks of cruelty? What,
my brethren, have you forgotten the commandments of
God, who takes your neighbour’s ox and horfe under his
protetion ! for when he forbids us to covet them, he
commands us not to injure them. You will tell me that
if you have cropped two or three horfes and burnt fome
ricks of corn, the injury has been done only to Parith
Proftors ; thofe leeches whom you cenfider as your
greateft oppreflors, who every feafon do you infinitely
more harin. But this is 2 weak plea in the eyes of God,
who commands us to love our enemies, and to do good
to thofe who do us harm.. Who after fecuring man’s
life and reputation by the fifth commandment, that fays,
thou fhalt not &ill; 2nd his honor and domeftic tranquility,
by the fixth, which fays, thou fhalt not commit adultery,
becomes himfelf the watchful guardian of his temporal
fubftance 3 by the feventh, which fays, thou fbalt not fieal,
and ftifles in the heart every defire of fraud and injuftice
by the ninth. The commandments being general ex-
tend to all. Hence he {creens the poor from the op-
preflion of therich. Forbids the poor under pretence of
poverty to wafte or plunder the property of the rich,
and ‘eftablifhes the general and permanent peace of

. fociety on the love of our enemiics, and that maxim of

the law of nature, not 10 do ts others what we would not wifly
so
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20 be done to usy much lefs will the quality of a Proltor
excufe you in the eyes of the law, which punifhes the
crime without any regard to the quality of the injuries or
injured. ,

I 'am happy to find that thefe difturbances have ceafed
after a very fhort duration, and though mightily mag-
nified at a diftance, have been confined but to a few
parifhes in the Diocefe of Cloyne and Cork, and that
but a few mifguided perfons have been concerned in them.
But I am forry you have adopted a new plan, which
however méderate, and though certainly founded on your
poverty on onc hand, and the oppreffive manner of col-
lecting the tithes on the other, is very improper, and may
prove of the moft fatal confequence .to yourfelves.
The following caution, which however it may involve
yourfelves in trouble, if carried into execution, yet

will convince the kingdom, that the few breaches of the’

peace which happened in this country, have not origi-
nated in a fpirit of rebellion as has been infidioufly and fcan-
daloufly infinuated, The following caution, I fay, has
been, within thefe few days, affixed to the gates of parifh
Churches and Chapels :

5 VO et WY

““ You are hereby cautiened not to pay Minifter’s
Tithes, only in the following manner, viz. potatoes,
4s. per acre, wheat and barley 1s. 6d. per acre, oats and
meadows, 1s. per acre. Roman Catholic Clergy to
receive for marriages, 5s. for baptifm, 7s. 6d. for con-
* feffion, 6d.; you ave hereby warned not to pay Clerk
money, * or any other dues concerning mairiages ; be all
fure not to go to any expence of your confeffing turns,
but let them partake of your own fare,”

It is needlefs to remind you of what the Dublin Shop-
keeper has already informed you of, that pofting up no-
tices is_a mifdemeanor punifthable by law, and that your
imprudence may hurry you unwarily into feveral branches

® The Clerks are fuch a; attend on Pricfis.
K 2 of
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of the caufes of the White-boy A&,  that decree. death
againft offences, which perhaps to you may not feem of
fuch importance. You may in the like manner be led

into the fnare by imagining that this a&t is not now i

force. It is in full force until the month of June in the
year feventeen hundred and eighty-feven. Many and
fevere are the claufes of that act, and though an Englifh
writer fays that they are better calculated for the meri-
dian of Barbary, than for a chriftian country,* yet the
feverer they are, the mere you fhould be on'your guard.
‘Confider the danger to which you are expofed from the
logic and eloquence of Crown Lawyers, the perjury of
Witnefles, or the prejudices of Juries. I am informed
that the one who is to {wear againft fome of you, who
are now in gaol, is one of the greateft villains in the
kingdom, and efcaped the gallows fome years ago.
But to return to the caution. Pray, my brethren,
what right have you to curtail, of your own authority,

the income of the Proteftant Clergy? I fhall not go over

the fame ground trodden already by the Dublin Shop-
keeper, on this fubject. He proves, that if the tithes be-
came the property of the laity, they would raife their
rents in proportion. Or is it becaufe that from the
earlieft ages of the world thofe who believed in the true
God, have confecrated to him, a part of the fruits of the
earth, you will think it an heavier burthen to' pay the
fame thing, becaufe it was in cenformity to the law of
God that the laws of chriftian ftates have appointed it?
You know that the rules of juftice extend to all without
exception, and that, to ufe a familiar phrafe, “ every one
fhould have his own,” whether he be Proteftant or Ca-
tholic, Turk or Chriftian. It is mofte your intereft than
you imagine that the Proteftant Clergy of this country
fhould be maintained in their rights. For many ages
you have been defencelefs, deftitute of any protection
againft the power of your landlords, your clergy liable
to tranfportation or death. The mild and tolerating
fpirit of the clergy of the eftablifhed religion has been the

only

* See Young's Tour in England,
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only fubftitute for all other refources. They trained up
from their early days the Proteftant Nobility and Gentry
in the principles of morality and virtue. ~ !f they preach-
ed againft Purgatory, they enforced charity.  If they
denied that the Pope is Head of the Church, they taught
their congregation that no man is to be injured on ac-
count of his religion, and that chriftianity knows no
enemy. As by nature we are prone to vices of ever
kind, and that the earlieft impreflions are the ftrongeft,
had it not been for thofe principles which they mﬂ:nlled
into the minds of their hearers, long before now your’
landed proprietors in this country would have treated you
as Turks, who think it no fcruple to violate the beds of
the Jews, and warn the hufbands that if they come into
their houfes whilft they are doing them this injuftice,
they will cut off their heads.

Is it then to gentlemen of this defcription, the chil=
dren of the firft families in the kingdom, the inftruttors
of the moft powerful part of the community, the moft
moral and edifying amongft them, the moft charitable
and humane, that a handful of poor men are to prefcribe
laws, tending to diminifh the fupport of their offspring,
deftined to fill one day the moft important offices in the
State? What! a Rev. Archdeacon Corker, a Rev,
Archdeacon Tifdall, a Rev. Mr. Chetwood, a Rev. Mr.
Weekes, a Rev, Mr. Meade, and a Rev. Mr. Kenny, who
fpent his time and fortune amongft you, relicving your
wants, and changing part of his houfe into an apothe-
cary’s thop to {upply you with medicines, which your-
felves could not purchafe, muft he from an apprehenfion
of violence quit his houfe, at the threfhold of which ap-
peared fo many Lazarus’s with their fores, not licked by
his dogs, but fomented or bathed with his own hands ;
not defiring to be fed with the crumbs that fell from his
table, but replenifhed to fatiety with his own fare ! many
more of thefe Gentlemen could I mention, and I afk
yourfelves whether you would benefit the more by having
their property curtailed ? flill I know that you are op-
prefled and impoverifhed mere than any fet of the lower
 clafles of people on earth. And by that notice you have
poftcd up, it appears that it is far from your thoughts te

K 3 everturn
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overturn what is eftablithed by law, but to lighten the
burthen. It is not in the tithes themfelves that the op- -
preflion lies, but in the manner of raifing their value, and
colletting them. The eftablifhed clergy themfelves,
whofe dignity and fun&ions do not permit them to take
on themfelves the difagreeable office, and who on the other
hand if they took your notes, which perhaps you would
be unwilling or unable to pay when they would become
due, would feel too much in being obliged to fue a fet of
poor people in a Court of Juftice, The eftablifhed Clergy
themfelves, I fay, are perplexed. = They are not inclined
to opprels you on one hand, and no one can expect that
they will part with their rights on the other. And as for
your parts, you cannot be judges in your own caufe. The
fupreme power of the State alone is competent to deter-
mine the mode of redrefs, which is too intricate a matter
for me to determine. It is doubtlefs the intereft of your
landlords not to have a wretched and beggarly tenantry.
It is in like manner their intereft to {fupport amongft their
tenants a due fubordination to their refpeive Paftors.
For the generality of mankind can have no other rule,
but inftruction, whereby to regulate their moral con.
dudt. ‘The impreflions of religion, and the dread of an
invifible judge, the confcious witnefs of our attions, are
- ftronger than. the terror of human laws, which are often
eluded by privacy and feveral other ways, for when once
we fhake off the authority of religion, when opportunity
offers, we are ready to fhake off the authority of our mai-
ters. Prefent a memorial of whatever grievances you fuf-
fer to your refpe@ive landlords, who, I fhould hope, will
tranfmit it to their friends in Parliament. If Parliament
cannot ftrike oyt a plan, you have.no remedy whatever
but that patience which I before recommended to you, and
which foftens the affliétions of fufferers. In a word, without
the interpofition of the fupreme power of the ftate, you
muft either bear with patience the grievances of which you
complain, or fuffer an ignominious death, or feek for a
better fituation in remote countries, where there is more
encouragement, and where thoufands of your Proteftant fel-
low fubjects, lefs opprefied than you are, have taken fhelter,

As
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As to the regulations you have made with regard to the
dues of your own Clergy, it is a ftanding maxim with all
States, where there are feveral religions. and but one efta-
blithed by law, not to grant any legal redrefs for non-pay-
ment of dues but to the Clergy of the eftablifhed religion,
fuch as the Clergy of the Church of England here and in
England; the Lutheran Clergy in Sweden, and the Pref-
byterian Clergy in Holland, Geneva, and elfewhere. Free
toleration of religion, and the voluntary contributions of
thofe of their own profeflion, are the only refources of the
Clergy who are not of the religion of the State. 1 confi-
der it your duty, nay your intereft to fupport them in a
decent manner according to your abilities.  And this fup-
port fhould appear to you the lefs burthenfome, as there is
no compulfion, which in general makes the receiver dif-
agreeable to thofe who give when compelled, and deprive
the giver of the merit of what he contributes, when he
contributes more from compulfion than from duty and
charity. On this head then, we can literally apply the
words of St. Paul, in“his fecond epiftle to the Corinthians,
chap. ix. Every man according as be purpofeth in bis heart,
o let bim give ; not grudgingly, or of nece[fity : for God loveth
a chearful giver. Chrift himf{elf who in every page of the
feriptures, preaches up the renunciation of ourfelves, ftill
declares that the labourer is worthy of his hire. And'St,
Paul, the patron of difintereftedncfs and mortification, de-
clares that thofe who ferve at the altar, Jbould live by.it, and
that fuch as feed the flock, are entitled to a fhare of the
milk. It is your own intereft that your paftors be main-
cained with decency: that in a country where Gentlemen
of a different religion efteem the Catholic Clergy more for
their outward appearance and condutt, than for their pro-
feffion, your Paftors fhould appear with decency, and that
in Country parifhes where even in the dead of night they
are obliged to go feven or eight miles, and perhaps more,
to relieve a dying perfon, they fhould have a horfe in or-
der to be enabled to give you every affiftance with the ut-
‘moft expedition in thefe prefling moments, when (if ever)
delays are the moft dangerous.
~ Nor, my brethren, fheuld you difregard my remarks on
this fubject, becaufe I am a Clergyman, You know that

~ for
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for the fpace of fifteen years fince my arrival in this coun-
try, weddings and baptifms are quite out of my line, yet
I never ceafed to exhort and inftru& you to the utmoft of
my abilities. A

The remainder of my addrefs is unavoidably deferred
till the next publication’; and, my Brethren, I earneftly
entreat you to follow the advice of thofe who wifh you
well, who have your intereft at heart; who forefee the
danger that threatens you, and of which you are not fuf-
ficiently aware. You will find the advantage of Peace
and tranquillity, None can with it with more fincerity
than your affeGtionate fervant,

A. O’LEARY,
Cork, Feb. 18, 1786. &

@
-

Rev. Mr, O'LEARY’s SECOND ADDRESS to the
Common PropLE of IRELAND, particularly to fuch
of them as are called WHITE-BOYS. '

Brethren and Céuntrymm,

F AR be it from me to oppofe (were it in my power) the
redrefs of your grievances. But, T repeat it, by your
manner of redrefling them, the remedy is worfe than the
diforder. I would rather pay my tithes, let them be ever
fo oppreflive, than put my neck in the halter by difturbing
the.peace of fociety, and violating the laws of the realm,
let them be ever fo fevere, No rulers on earth will permit
any order of men to overturn eftablifhed laws, by private
authority. They will liften to the grievances of the fub-
Je@, but they will referve to themfelves the mode of re-

drefss “They can never make the people happy but by
' | ] keeping
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keeping them fubje& to authority, and by making this
fubjection as eafy and reconcileable to them as the exigen-
cies of the State will permit. The multitude is too fickle
and inconftant for governing itfelf. It cannot be happy
without fubordination to order and authority : If it ence
ftrikes out of the path of obedience to the laws; there is
an end of Government. Troubles, diflenfions, civil wars,
and impunity for the atrocious crimes, muft be the refult,
And in this ftate of convulfion, the man who complained
of grievances before, under the ruling powers, will feel
heavier grievances from his neighbour, who, unreftrained
by law, will become his murderer or oppreflor. If we
were prifoners of war in an enemy’s country, weare bound
by the laws of God and nations to behave in a peaceable
manner, much mere fo when we form members of the
fame fociety, governed by the fame Sovereign and the
fame laws. ,

But what furprifes me moft with regard to the natice
you have pofted up, whereby you caution each Parithioner
not to give but fo much for Tithesy and fo much to the Roman
Catholic Clergy, is, that you bind yourfelves by oath to
abide by this regulation. Had you entered into a refolu-
tion not to pay but four fhillings tithes for every acre of
potatoes, &c. a Court of Juftice would determine whether
you were right or wrong. And in cale you were caft at
Jaw, as in all appearance you would be, the payment of.the
tithes, and the cofts of the fuit, would be the only difad-

vantage you would labour under. But here, by one oath ‘

you fall into a double fpare: You perplex and entangle

your confciences on one hand, and on the other you put

yourfelves in the power of the law.

Upon a former occafion I explained to you the nature
of oaths, and the horror of perjury, and altheugh you
have not perjured yourfelves in {wearing to your refolu-
tions, as it was not a lie you fwore, yet permit me to tell
you, that your oath was rafh, and fo far a profanatian of
the moft {acred name of God. It is with the greateft re-
lu&ance a man thould {wear at all, even in a juft caufe,
and from conviéticn. We read in fome Jewith authors,
that the awful name of the Divinity was uttered but.once
@ year by the High Prieft, at the folemn Benediction, after
| ; ' purifying
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purifying himfelf, and wathing his hands in the blood of
the vi&im that was offered up, before he entered the
San&uary. The veneration alfo of the Heathens for their
falfe Gods was fuch, that in the beginning no oaths were
cuftomary, from a reverence to the Deity. Princes rati-
fied the moft folemn treaties by joining hands. And in
the ages of heroifm, the warrior thought himfelf fuffici- .
ently engaged to his General by looking at the milita
ftandard ere&ted upon an eminence, with the tutelary
God painted on the banners. Such was theveneration of
all nations for the awful name of the Deity, and the Sanc-
tity of that maxim of holy writ, that we are not to trifle
quith holy things. Compare your conduét with that of the
primitive inhabitants of the world, you who fhould be
ftruck with a greater awe, as having a2 more perfe&t know-
ledge of the true God, and yet make it a part of your
Sunday’s devotion to hand the book to each other in or-
der to {wear to what muft be deftruétive to yourfelves, and
injurious to the rights of others,—you will fwear to the Lord
your God, fays the {cripture, in truth, fxjudgment, and in
righteoufnefs, or juftice. Itis not {ufficient for the lawful-
nefs of an oath, that whatever we fwear to be grue. It
requires moreover that the oath-be attended with judgment,
that is tofay, that the obje& of it be not rafh ; there muft
be neceflity and prudence. Fhere muft be alfo ju/lice,
otherwife the name of God is profaned, and the oath is
not binding. When Herod {wore that he would give his
daughter whatever the would afk him, he was guilty of
murder in giving her the head of John the Baptift, and of
profanation in calling on God as the witnefs and fan&ion
of his cruelty. You fwear that you will pay but four
Jhillings for an acre of potatoes, .

When St. Auguftine lays down as a maxim that the
laws of every State regulate the property of the fubjeét,
and that whatever we poflefs, muft be in confequence of
the determination of the law; when St. Paul commands
us to pay honour to whom honeur, and tribute to whom
tribute is due, can the moft learned Cafuift determine that
you are bound to pay no more than the precife fum of four
fhillings for an acre? Your oath then is the fame thing as
if you fwore in the following manner : 7 fwear by this book,

tba‘
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that I will do fuch a thing whether it be vight or wrong. 1s
fuch an oath juft? In like manner let me {uppole that af-
ter this oath, you may be {ued at law for the tithes, and for
non-payment be caft into prifon, or hayve your little pro=
perty diftrained. What will be the confequence ! You
muft either break your oath, or remain in prifon, or have
your poor families ruined. Thus your oath is the fame
2s if it were 3s follows : [ fwear by this book, that I will
either break this oath or rot in prifon, or ruin my family. - Is
there judgment, is there prudence in this? Add to this,
that fuch perfons as tender fuch oaths are in the power of
the law, and will be treated with the utmoft rigour. And
on this occafion, I conjure the Gentlemen of this county
who may read this letter, and be next Afhzes on your
Jury, to diftinguifh the wanton compellers.of fuch oaths
and the perfons who take or adminifter them from fear an
compulfion. 1 fay, take or adminfler them; for take and
adminifier in the fenfe I allude to, are fynonimous in the
eyes of humanity and juftice, when the motive, I mean
fear of grievous outrage to their perfons ar property, com-
pels them to take the oath, or adminifterTit to others. And
when I make this requeft, you fee, my brethren, how
much I have your intereft at heart, and with what fince-
rity 1 wifh to prevent the effufion of your bloed.

The fame motives induced a Proteftant Gentleman, an
acquaintance of mine, to addrefs fix letters to you, in a
ftyle adapted to your underftanding, under the fignature of
A Dublin Shopkeeper. Hehad no motive whatever but your
welfare, as his property is not in the country. His huma-
nity and benevolence alone induced him to point out the
danger to which you were expoled, the imaginary and
groundlefs profpets you figured to yourfelyes, and which
you will foon fee vanifh as fmoak ; the various delufions to
which the unthinking multitude are liable to fall viétims,
and the caution you fhould take againft thofe misfortunes
_in which a condut fimilar to yours have involved fo
" many others, feveral of whom were really innocent. To
deprive his letters of the effect they fhould have on you,
Eou were made to believe that they were written by fome

“lergyman, interefted in the prefervation of his tithes,
orif a Roman Catholic, in the colletion of his dues. I
, declare
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declare upon my confcience, that they were written by &

Proteftant Layman, and that I myfelt did not know the
author, until after the publication of the firft letter.
They deferve your attention the more as they come from
fuch a difinterefted hand, and as I am equally uncon-
cerned in thefe matters, only as far as they regard your
own fafety, and the peace of the public,

I hope that #his addrefs will deferve your attention, as
it gives the fanction of religion to the maxims. of pru-
dence, laid down in that Gentleman’s writings. 1 am
confident that many of jou have been mifled by your ig-
norance of the laws, and that as thefe difturbances origi-
nated in the dues of the Clergy, you did not forefee the
confequences to yourfelves. 1hat Gentlemen’s letters
delerve your moft ferious attention, as he explains all the
laws which hang over you. ©On the other hand, itisa
ftanding maxim, that iz i better 2o prevent crimes than to
puntfh them. It would be an a& of bumanity in the Affo-
ciations compofed of Noblemen and Gentlemen, for the
fuppreflion of tumults in the county of Cork, to get
numbers of Gentleman’s letters difperfed gratis through
the county. It is the opinion of a great and humane
writer, * that cvery Member of Sucicty fhould know when be
35 criminal, and when innocent,  ‘This cannot be done

without 2 knowledge of the laws which affect the lives -

and liberties of the fubje@s. This knowledge is never
fufficiently commanicated in this kingdom to the multi-
tude at large, few of whom can purchafe the ordinary
vehicles of information, the Alls; and even News-
papers, are prohibited from even inferting abfiradis under
a penalty of the profecution from the King’s Printer.
In foreign countries where new laws affeting. the
lives of the people, are enalted, they are pofted up on
the gates of the Churches in all the Parifhes, and their
nhon-promulgation is pleaded in juftification of the fa&,
This before-mentioned Condu& correfponds with Bec-

caria’s withes, who fays, that every citizen fhould have

the code of laws which affe& his life ; and that the con-
duct of Cenfors and Magiftrates who punifh the ignorantj,

IS
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% Becaria,
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is @ kind of tyranny which furrounds the confines of political
liberty. If the laws are made for the people, they fhould
‘know them, and laws which affect the lives of the mul-
titude, fhould not be confined to the Lawyer’s library.
1 am confident that not one out of ten thoufand of the
country people, knows one claufe of the /#hite-Boy Aet.
This is the time to make it as public as poffible in 2
county hitherto the moft peaceable in the kingdoms But
to return from this difgreffion to you, my brethren, if
you have any room to complain of the extortions of any
of your Clergy, why have you not made application fo
your Bifhops previous to thofe tumultary meetings ¢
Would Lord Dunboyne, as diftinguifhed for his tender-
nefs, his charity, the fweetnefs and amiablenefs of his
manners ; as he is by his birth and exalted ftation ; or
would the pious and edifying Dr. M’Kenna permit the
oppreflion of the poor under pretence of religion ? They,
who are more inclined to relieve your wants than to
add to them?  There is fome exaggeration in your
written notice, infinuating that your Paftors require
more than you can afford, and that fome of them are
more attentive to your fubftance than to your fouls.
Sure, my brethren, a Roman Catholic Clergyman, who
in times of perfecution would be bound not to abandon
you, but to fhare your fufferings, and undergo every
hardfhip for the fake of your falvation ; bound to appear
as the public deputy of the people, at the foot of the
altar, ereted to a God, who died naked on the crofs,
and to wean your_ affeftions from the perifhable goods
and flecting pleafures of this fhort and diftradted life,
to fix them on Heavenly goods ; fure, no Roman Ca-
tholic Clergyman would make a traffic of the Sacra-
ments, in extorting from an unhappy objelt, who has
but fourpence a day, to fupport a wife and a number of
children, with a handful of vegetables and a draught of
water. We are rather bound to fell the facred vafes
of the Temple, if we had any to difpofe of, fooner than’
flay the vi(:lim already flecced by oppreflive rack-remts.
It cannot be conceived that a Roman Catholic Clergy-
man, ‘who pays the leaft regard to the dignity and de-

cency of his character, would fit down in a barn of cabin,

at
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at the expence of the labouring man, and by irltempé-i
rance, efface in the evening thofe impreffions of piety
which he imparted to him in the morning. = No, there is
no fuch thing.  But there is the miftake you have com-
mitted in the oath already mentioned. You have bound
by the oath the opulent farmer; who is able and willing
to give to your Paftors wherewithal to fupport them,
and to afford yourfelves fome affiftance in your wants.
You have bound him in like manner not to give any
more than g crown, &¢. and this is an injuftice under the
folemnity of an oath. For, whatever a poor man may
do with a triflle fcarce competent to fupport himfelf, he
has no right to control the pockets of, or to prefcribe
laws to the rich. If there had been fcandalous extor-
tions of the kind, you fhould have preferred complaints
to the Bifthops, and thefe venerable Prelates would have
ordered their Clergy to cry out from their Altars, with
the Prophet Jonas, if it be on my account that this florm is
raifed throw me cverboard. :

The oppreflion of the poor, and the love of fordid
gain, are inconfiftent with the chara&er of perfons whofe
miniftry is the condemnation of avarice; the contempt of
riches, and the recommendation of charity.” They are
niot difpofed to bruife the reed already broken, nor to change
the tender and inviting voice of fathers and paftors into
the harfh language of griping tax-gatherers Has not
Mr. O’Kelly, have not others declared from the altars,
that they require no more from you than what you are
willing to give? Let not then the facred miniftry be a
pretext for public difturbances, which in the end rmift
prove deftrutive to yourfelves. Let your grievances
be redrefled by the wifdom and humanity of your fu-
periors in Church and State. Let public tranquillity be
reftored, and let yourfelves enjoy the fruits and fweets of
a peaceable conduétand innocent confcience, which alone
can recommend you to, and procure you the prote&ion

» of God and your rulers. No perfon can with you every

happinefs more than your affectionate fervant,

| A, OLEARY.
Cork, Feb. 21, 1786,

Rev.



Rev. Mr. O'LEARY’s THIRD ADDRESS 2 the
W HITE-BOYS, particularly thofe of the County of
CORK.

Countrymen,

TO fuch of you as ftill perfift in fetting the laws of
your Country at a diftance, in oppofition to the dictates
of prudence, which fuggefts to man not-to hazard
rafhly his life, nor the interefts of his family, but rather
to bear patiently with a flighter inconvenience to avoid
a greater ; to fuch of you as ftill purfue a line of conduct
}mifcondué’c I fhould have faid) fo deftrutive to your-
elves, and fubverfive of peace and good order, I addrefs
myfelf at this critical juncture. For I fhall not confound
thofe who firft engaged in your caufe, either from error
or licentioufnefs, and are now reclaimed to their duty,
with thofe who ftill march on in a road which from fad
experience, they will find to end in a precipice. At the
firft breaking out of thefe unhappy difturbances you got
every caution which religion, reafon and humanity could
prompt men of compaflion and feelings to give a multitude
eafily mifled, and according to the common courfe of human
affairs, incapable of drawing the delicate line, to which
common fenfe points out, and of which it fays, thus far
you fhall go and no farther. The dangers to which” you
were expofed from a diforderly condud, the imaginary
and groundlefs profpects you figured to yourfelves, and
which you now behold vanifhing as fmoak, the various
delufions to which the unthinking multitude are liable
to fall vi@ims, the precaution you fhould take againft
the misfortiune in which a condu fimilar to yours had
involved fo many before. Every thing in fhort, was exX-
plained to you. ~The maxims of human prudence were
ftrengthened, and enforced by the great principles of
Religion ; and we had every room to. expect, that in

; cafe
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cafe Religion had loft its influence over you as Chriftians;
at leaft your own prefervation, as yﬁcn, founded upon the
firft principles of nature, would induce you not to ex-
pofe your bodies to the rod of juftice, or to the execus :
tioner’s hand. 'When you imagined yourfelves fecure in
your numbers, an anticipated lift was made out of fo
many White-Ecys whipped; [o many fhot by the armyy fo
many White- Boys widows and orphans reduced to beggary
Srom the mifconduét of their former hufbands and fathers.
There was no infpiration requifite, in erder to" foretell
fuch future events. Forefight and common fenfe utter-
ed a prophecy which youfee now fulfilled; and the ac-
complifhment whereof you can read on the mangled
backs of the companions of your former excurfions. If
you are wife then return peaceably and without dela

to your occupations and duty, and do not fwell the cata-
logue of fuffering offenders. It is the advice of one who
has your welfare at heart : Who, whilft he reprobates
your diforders, pities your weaknefs, and who in ac-
knowledging the juftice of the punithment inflited for
the crime, commiferates the man in the criminal.

But what will my pity avail, if you do not pity your-
felves? How, or by what arguments to reclaim you, I
amat a lofs. Ifhall however pay this laft tribute to
humanity, and follow the advice of the Apoftle who
commands minifters of the Gofpel o rebute, reprove, ex-
hort the finner.  To be inflant in [eafon, out of feafon. 1f
my endeavours fhould chance #0 be out of jeafin with
regard to the obftinate, yet they may be in feafon with
regard to thofe whom I would fain preferve from the
contagion of your pernicious example. I reclaimed fome
of your aflociates before, whe now feel the comfort of
having returned to the path of peace, and good order.
Happy for you, though late, if you copied after them.
To attempt to reclaim you by the power and influence
of religion would, I am afraid, be an ufelefs tafk. You
have thrown off its reftraint. And however orderly a
well bred Deift who does not feel diftrefs, but laughs at
religion, may conduét himfelf through life until the fcene
of delufion is clofed and death introduces him to the
Judge, who, fays, Woe to you who laugh. When the
(3 common
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common people in any ftate throw off the reftraint of
religion, or become fanatics they become like- lions un-
chained, who if not oppofed by force or ftratagem, will
devour their defenclefs prey. Of this we have unhappy
proofs in the difturbances which have difgraced this pro-
vince, When you minded vour religion, peace and or=
der reigned over the land. = The weary cottager after bis
Jabour and rural meal flept fecure, and acquired frefh
ftrength for the toils of the enfuing day, and if his
neighbour was injured in his property by ftealth or fraud,
the dread of profaning the Sacraments was attended with
reftitution, and a purpofe of amendment. But when,
to the aftonithment and fcandal of the public, religion
betame a fport; when the houfes of worfhip were pro~
- faned by tumultuary meetings, beginning their de-
votions with the folemnity of combination oaths, with-
out enquiring whether they were lawful or facrilegious ;
when the flocks became deaf to the inftructions of the
Paftors, dittating inftead of obeying, and did with their
own hands what the moft infamous Prieft-catchers re-
frained from doing in times of perfecution, I mean the
nailing up of Chapels, and excluding from the houfe of
God fuch as intended to offer up their prayers on that
day appointed by all denominations of Chriitians for the
worfhip of the Supreme Being, and held fo facred that
on that day the very adminiftration of civil juftice is fuf=
pended ; when without any intention to exchange one
Creed for another, but rather so get rid of both, nor any
intention to reform the morals, but rather to obtain im=-
punity for licentioufnefs, you flocked to the Proteftant
Churches, as the temples in former times were reforted
~ to by thofe malefators who intended to make of the
houfe of God arampart againft the purfuit of violated
jultice ; when this irreligious farce was attended with
the notes of the flute, and the blafts of the bag-pipes
playing from one houfe of werfhip to another, by a fet of
men combined againft the Clergy of both, threatening
with deftruction the refpectable Catholics who refufed to
attend the proceffion of diforder in tumule.

In fhort, when religion loft -its hold of people accuf-

tomed to revere and refpe&t ity then the moft peaceable
L : county
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county in the kingdom became a fcene of anarchy, difor=
der and confufion, and fpread the contagion far and
wide : a brutal and indifcriminate vengeance was wreak -
ed upon man and beaft. The excefics of the mad
rabble who acknowledged Lord George Gordon for their
Prefident in the year eighty, have been in fome meafure
copied by the followers of Captain Right in the year
eighty fix. The former burnt houfes, and ‘committed
finging birds to the flames. The latter cropped horfes,
and burned ricks of corn.—O fuolifh Galatians ! fays St:

Paul, what hath bewitched you 2
If you complained of grievances, was redrefs to be
obtained by profanation, and inhuman and barbarous
fteps, which tend to defeat the very end you propofe
to yourfelves, and make you rather objects of detefta-
tion than pity? When you complained of the conduck
of fome of yoar own Clergymen, as overbearing and
ricorouss to remove every plea for diforder and difcon-
tent, your prelates aflembled, and after declaring that a
fmall ftipend, the reafonablenefs of which they left to the
decifion of the public, was requifite for the fupport of
your paftors ; they enjoined them at the fame time not
to enforce a rigorous exaétion of their dues, but to fhew
upon 2ll occafrons that fpirit of mildnefs, lenity and dif-
intereftednefs, fo becoming their facred chara&er. What
more could they have done? You, on the other hand,
not only bound yourfelves to withheld your ufual fupport,
but controlled the opulent and well difpofed, who were
willing and able to make up for what yourfelves were
unwilling or unable to give. Thus under pretence of re-
drefling grievances, you became the oppreflors of your fpiri-
tual guides, and as toyourcaufes of complaint from proctors
and tithe farmers, inftead of waiting for that relief,whichthe
humanity and wifdom of the Parliament may in time 2nd
place fuggeft, you arrogated to yourfelves a power bor-
deting upon life and death, by burying them up to their
chius in graves, lined with briars and other materials of
torture, leaving their life or deftru&tion to the -bare
chance of being found or not found, by fome paflenges.
" Great God ! could you be fo divefted of fecling as to in=
" 8i& fuch a punifhment, or fo devoid of common fenfc as
o
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o imaginé, that fuch a condu&k was the beft method of
deferving the attention and compaffion of your rulers ?
The public confidered thefe horrid barbarities as the
effeCts of a temporary madnefs, which ceol reafoprand
the feverity of the law would effeCtually cure.. But
what muft not be their indignation and aftonithment, if,
after the fteps which government has taken, they fee you
not only relapfe into your former frenzy, but work your-
felves up to the higheft pitch of madnefs !

After reforming the clergy, you now proceed to re-
form the ftate. By your new regulations no. labourin
man is te go to another parifh to fave the harveft, This
certainly thews your humanity and wifdom, on the eve
“of winter, when every hand fhould be employ-
ed to fecure the bounties of nature—and this I call a re-
Lulation of beggary and imprifonment. For the landlord
will have his rent or your bodies, for if you refufe ta
work you muft beg; and the public will give no alms to
perfons who become idlers from wilful obtfinacy.

You write threatening letters to the Civil Magiftrate,
ordering him, under the fevereft penalties, to interfere
no more in your proceedingss and are come to refolves
about the hearth money, which you intend to regulate
by your own ftandard ; and this regulation about magif-
trates and hearth money, as mere immediately affetting
Majefty, is a regulation bordering upon treafon and re-
bellion, by appropriating to yourfelves a part of the reve-
nues of the crown. To crown the work, you pofted up
a notice, or you wrote a menacing letter to a moft re-
fpectable Proteftant Clergyman, ordering him not to
meddle with an old church in his parith, the materials of
which are sequifite to defray the expences incurred b
building 2 new one, but to leave it to you for a chapel.
And this regulation, is to me, a regulation of Jurprize and
aflonifbment!  What a furprizing tranfition from pro-
fanation to devotion, from one extreme to another !
Some time before you nailed up the chapels, and
would _not permit your clergy to officiate thercin,
Now your own chapels will not fuffice without having
the church : not leng fince you carried the chapel to
church ; now you will have the church come back to the

L2 chape
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chiapel. This is a flrange fit of devetion in a fet of men,
who, not long ago, in derifion of pricfthood, gave but an
Irith crown to the paftor, at a wedding, and collected
eighteen fhillings for the piper. But pray, if you obtain
the church, who will be your Chaplain? for I am fure
no catholic clergyman will be fo mad as to obtrude him-

{elf into a church of the eftablifhed religion, under the

banners of fedition. You muft then ordain a chaplain

yourfelves ; and every perfon who attempts a reformation in

the church and ftate, without an ordinary miffron, com-

monly pleads 2 miffion from Heaven. Capt. Right may

aflume the power of ordination, as the German cobler

who attempted the reformation of religion, pretended to

impart the gift of prophecy to his difciples, by making

them drink a pot of beer, aud giving them on the head a

ftroke ot a poker. !

However, as this extraordinary meflage, purporting-to
give up a Protefiant church to be changed into a chapel,
1s become the general fubjeét of converfation, it is in-
cumbent on me to make my remarks on it. I have read
fo many anecdotes of plots and roguifh {chemes, of which
fimpletons were the tools, and knaves the contrivers,
that [ am very cautious. - [t is {fuppofed that when you
meet in your lurking holes, you all agree in the {ame
meafure, and that every deliberation is the a&t of the
whole corps, otherwife you will foon difperfe, If then
this meflage be really-an a&t of your meeting, fome artful
incendiary, capable of working upon your intelle&s,
ftupified by watching and intoxication, has crept in
among you ; either to caufe fome confufion in the ftate,
from motives beft known (if not to himfelf) certainly to
his employer, or from an expe&ation of obtaining a
reward for fwearing away your lives af" the next aflizes.
For there is not the leaft fhadow of probability, that a fet
of ‘night-ftrollers, cropping cattle and burning’ corn,
after nailing chapels and humbling their clergy, would
expofe themfelves to martyrdom in forcing a Proteftant
clergyman to give up a church, to indulge their devotion.
Moreover, you know that when a new place of worfhip
is to be erected, the Parifh Prieft is always confulted ; for
where there is no Mafs,. there is an end of the chapel.

. You know full well that no Prieft would attend you in

fuch
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Tach a fit of frantic devotion, if you did not force him to
ride bare-backed, Pro&or like on Captain Right's grey
horfe, with the furze faddle under him, and the hern
founding before him. Give up then every thought of
changing the church into a chapel, for vou will never
get any Prieft to attend you there, Without you drive
him before you, mounted as I mentioned ; and | am
fure that the moft ambitious of the clergy would not ride
the Pope’s mule in fuch an equipage. The meflage
then, if it comes from you, is of 2 piece with the reit of
your proceedings, as far as they are barely confined to
nonfer:z; and if churches and chapels were the anticham-
bers of Heaveén, they could never procure yeu admit-
tance into its inner apartments, whilft youlead a loofe
and licentious life, deftroying vour neighbours property,
and difturbing the peace of focietys However, if you
want to fee the infide of that church, you fhall be gra-
tified on the following condition. ~ Appoint what
Sunday you think fit, and that at fooneft, and I fhall
go and meet you there, not to fay mafs, but to give you
an exhortation or a fermon, which ever you like.
Colonel Mannix, or any of the neighbouring Magif-
trates will, [ am confident; not refufe to attend; after
the exhortation, of which you certainly ftand in need,
the Magiftrate will explain the law to you, liften to your
eomplaints, and if you make a folemn promile, which
you can without any remorfe confirm with an oath, to
return peaceably to your duty, and to difturb no
Jonger the community, he will tran{mit your complaints
to your Reprefentatives, in Parliament affembled. A
fimilar affair happened already, and has been attended
\with fuccefs, for the people, on liftening to reafon,
returned to the paths of moderation and goed conduct.
All this is to be done with the confent of the gentleman
to whom the old church belongs ; for you know that
it is not ¢ivil to force into another man’s houfe. The
paftor” of that church is a Proteftant, and I am
a ftedfaft’ Catholic believing feven facraments, and
every article that has been explained. to you in your
early days in your catechifm. Yet we are both united in

the fame caufe of charity and benevolence with feveral
& : L 3 , other
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other gentlemen of different perfuafions, as members of
the Committee for the relief of Infolvent Debtors.

Ovur controverfies turn upon ways and means of
keeping order and cleanlinefs in the gaols, of procuring
the captive debtors a weekly allowance, of compound=
ing with their creditors, and reftoring them to their poor
families. The very Magiftrates you threaten are fub-
fcribers to this inftitution. On the lift of the relieved
captives are numbers of your own namefakes and rela-
tions. This digreffion 1 make in order to remind you of
vour ingratitude and delufion in meddling with the cler-
gy of the eftablifhed religion, many of whom deferve
fo well of the poor; but that gentleman in particular,
the martyr of charity, who beftows on them the portion
of time and fubftance which he can fpare from his func-
tions and family, The propofal of meeting I make
from my heart, The fubjeét of my fermon fhall be
the obligation which nature and religion impofe on man
to live peaceably and honeftly, bothas a chriftian and a
member of civil fociety; and my text fhall be thefe
words of St. Paul, 7 exhort therefore that prayer and fup-
plication be made for kings, and for all that are in authority,
that we may lead a quict and peaceable life in all Godlinefs and
honefiy. 1. Timothy, “chap .2. May you conform your
lives to the text! Amen. But to return to the notice,
or meflage :

It is moft likely that fome one who would not much
fcruple to tell a lie at the expence of your lives, has
written the letter in your name, or pofted up the notice,
to make you more odious than you are, (though you are
odious enough already,) and to haften the vengeance of
the laws which await you, by quickening the fears
of the public. Every robbery and plunder will be laid
to your charge, feveral feditious lettefs will be written
in your mame, divine juftice will permit that even
the malice of others will haften your ruin.  And
however 1 hate your proceedings, I really pity your
madnefs in putting it in their power ; and the more fo,
as according to St. Auguftin, *“no wretch is more to be
piticd than the wretch who does not pity himfelf.”” One
fhould- think, that more than a twelvemonth’s appren-

ticethip
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€icefhip to licentioufnefs, befides the lefs you have fuftain-

ed, would have tired you in the road of iniquity; and little
did we expect to hear any more of cropping herfes and
burning corn, much lefs of depriving the cottager of the
ufe of his fpade amidft the invitations of 2 copious harveit,
Little did we expe& to hear of attempts to deprive the
landlords of their rents, to encroach upon the autherity of
the Parliament, and to invade the rights of the Crown, by
arrogating to yourfelves the pewer of regulating the taxes
of the ftate, after two aflizes, and the lenity, impartiality
and wifdom which Government has fhewn upon the occa-
fion ; for what greater proofs of them could Government
have given, than when the energy of the laws was to be
fupported by the military power, it appointed a General
who unites humanity with valour, who condefcended to
hear your complaints, and prevailed on feveral gentlemen
concerned in tithes to reduce them to the moft reafonable
ftandard ; copied after thatilluftrious Roman, who, when
the common people had thrown off the yoke of fubordi-
nation, kept the fword in the fheath, and held out the
olive branch, preferring in the firft ftage of the political
diftemper, lenient to vielent remedies : a General, in
fine, who, on hearing well-grounded complaints would
forget the warrior in the advoeate for the diftrefled, if the
complainers ceafed to be licentious.

In the delicate circumiftances which affeQted your lives,
Government appeinted a judge, endowed with thatexten-
five knowledge, penetration, and wifdom, which qualifies
him foeminently for holdingthefcalein which the lives, the
fortune, and the honeur of men, are to be weighed; with
integrity, proof againft the attacks of power and intereft,
with humanity and moderation, which without loofening
the veil wherewith juftice is painted hoodwinked, can raife
its border to caft «a glance of pity on the unfortunate:
§uch were the two illuftrious perfonages in whofe hands
Government lodged the fwords of military power and juf-
tice, to fupprefs the diforders to which you have given rife.
1 mean Lord Luttrel and Lord Chief Baron Yelverton.
Wifdom and impartiality made a choice which humanity
applauded; but a longer continuance of your madnefs and

‘~ : L 4 folly
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folly muft bafile their united efforts, to your own inevit~
able deftru&tion. _
The honour of the country, the prefervation of publie
order, the protetion ef the defencelefs cottager, and the
prevention of further diforders, will compel Generals to
mark the progrefs of their march with your bloed, and
judges to ftretch the laws to their utmoft. Equally cruel
to yourfelves, and unmerciful to others, if you have any
grievances to complain of, you block up every road to re-
drefs, by the very fteps whereby you intend to obtain it.
In a Jarge county, and 1 may almoft fay a province,
without arts or manufactures, where, in fome places; in a
range of fifty or fixty miles, fcarce a wheel or reel can be
met with for want of flax or wool to employ the houfe-
wifey, and where the very treafures of the ocean are become
ufelefs for want of the means to improve the advantages
of nature: In a place fo circumftanced,  where the poor
cottager muft with five-pence a day fupport himfelf, a wife,
and five or fix children, more or lefs, and contribute his
fhare to the fupport of the State, you attempt to deprive
poor induitrious men of the liberty of earning the means
of {ubfiftence. Some of you €an remember the great froft,
and fuch of you as were not bora at the time muft know,
from the tradition of your fathers, that Heaven vifited the
land with a famine, whofe ravages amongft the common
people were fuch, that for want of féod, the living had
fcarce ftrength enough to bury the dead. Now Heaven is
kind in granting you an extraordinary continuance of fair
weather, and a plentiful harveft, you reject the favours
of Heaven. Inftead of practifing the lefion which nature
itfelf gives you in the example of the ant, the bee, and fe-
veral clafles of irrational beings, an example which Solo-
mon recommends to your imitation in the following words:
““ Go to the ant, thou Sluggard, confider her ways and be wifz ;
which having no guide, overfeer, or ruler, provideth her meat
in the fummers and gathereth her food in the harvefl.”’ Inftead
of improving the fair weather to the beft advantage in
new thatching your cabbins, in minding your bufinefs, and
laying'in a ftock for the fupport of yourfelves and familjes
againit the enfuing winter, you exhauft your health in thofe

nightly
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nightly excurfions, the fruits of which muft be the lofs of
life or liberty, ora criminal wearinefs which difables you
from working the following day. Under pretence of re-
drefling grievances, you confine the labourer who has ne
work at hom:, who at ftated times goes to earn his wages
in other parithes, and whofe affiftance is requifite for {av-
ing the harveft. You confine him to his cottage, where he
has nothing to behold but a wife and children perifhing
with hunger, and his fpade and thovel decaying with ruft,
becaufe by the regulations of the Right- Boys, he dares not
to handle them in the parifhes where he could get employ-
ment. Thus you opprefs the poor; yoa diftrefs the farmer,
who at certain times wants an extraordinary number of
hands; you will fill the gaols with infolvent debtors; and
you begin to fow the feeds of fcarcity and famine, which
yourfelves muft feel, as well as the innocent, who fuffer

but too often for the guilt of others. If this be your mode
~ of redreffing grievances, the remedy is worle than the dif-
eafe ; and if no other crime could be laid to your charge
but this regulation only, this alone would expofe you to
the deteftation of every honeft man.

I appeal to yourfelves, whether the unhappy perfons who
loft their lives by attempting a refcue, and thus impeding
the courfe of juftice, would not have done better to mind
‘their bufinels, than to be cut off by a fudden death, and
Jeave their widows and orphans without fupport? To your-
felves 1 appeal, whether fuch of your aflociates as have al-
ready-undergone the juft punifhment of the law, or fuch as
are now confined in order to take their trials at the next
aflizes, and who, befides their perfonal difgrace and danger,
mufit feel for their families, deftitute of their fupport, and
diftrefling themfelves to fupport them in their confinement?
I appeal to yourfelves, whether thefe perfons would not
have done better to mind their labour, and partake in com-
mon with their little families of the fruits of their honeft
induftry, than to be, as they now are, the unpitied objects
of wretchednefs, labouring under prefent anguifth, and
haunted with the terror of future punithmeng, reprefenting
to themfelves the fword of juftice hanging over their heads,
and uneertain of their future deflicy. Would you really

' wilh
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'wifh to be in their {ituation ? Anfwer me~—T am fure you a
would not. If then you intend to avoid their fate, avoid
their example, and learn a little wifdom from the folly of
others, or rather avoid the punifhment by avoiding “the

uilt. 3
. Do youreally believe, my brethren, (I call you biethren,
becaufe 1 begin to foften from pity for the misfortunes you
have already brought on others, and which you will inevi-
tably bring on yourfelves, for methinks I alreadyhear the
cries of your widows, or forlorn motbers, calling tame for
alms to help them to buy your coffins,) do you really be-
lieve that an obilinate perfeverance in diforder, a repetition
of conflagrations and outrages, and a gradual rife from one
abufe to another, are the beft means of difpofing your rulers
to lenity, and to a confideration of the caufes of your com-
plaints? No. They only tend to give a keener edge to the
iword of juftice. You fhould rather dread, left conftant
provocations on your part, and every effort to reclaim you
to your duty, rendered fruitlefs by an obftinate refiftance,
may induce the legiflature to make what is called 2 mi/de-
meanory CAPITAL FELONY,and that the fame offences
which in your affociates have been punifhed with whipping
or imprifenment only, may doom yourfelves to the halter.
‘What if you were declared public enemies to the State, and
fhot without further ceremony wherever you would be
met with after nightfall? This is what you have to fear;
and nothing to hope while you remain turbulent.

No rulers on earth will permit any order of men to over-
turn eftablifhed laws, whilft they have power to maintain
their authority. Much lefs will the rulers of this kingdom
change one tittle of the laws, on occafion of anv violence
committed by a fet of men who could be mowed down as
fo many withered weeds, by one fingle regiment. They
will liften to the complaints of the fubjeéts when preferred
to them in a decent, humble and becoming manner, and
through a proper channel. But they will referve to them-
felves the mode of redrefs as well as the time for granting
or refufing it, The multitude is too fickle and inconftant
for governing itfelf. If it once ftrikes out of the path of
fubordination, tumults, diffentions, and the moft atrocioys

crimes
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crimes muft be the refult ; and in this ftate of convulfion,
the man who complained of grievances before, under the
ruling powers, will feel heavier grievances from his neigh-
bour, who unreftrained by law, will become his murderer
or oppreffor. Your condu¢t juftifies my remark. The
man who earned his fourpence or fivepence a day, flept
fecure under the protection of the law, and in'the neigh-
bourhood of the Magiftrate. WNow, by the White-Boys
rules, he muft ftarve in his cottage for want of liberty to
carn his bread in a diftant parifh, or ride the grey horfe
on a furze faddle, or be buried upto his chin in 2 torturin

grave. How to conclude this letter I am at a lofs. If you
have any regard for your lives, fer your wives, for your
children, for your fathers, for your mothers, I conjure you
in the name of God,' to defift without any further delay.
Lord Luttrell, who to his eternal honour, has enquired
into your complaints, isin pofleffion of whatever is to be
laid before the Senate of the nation, whofe decifion you
fhould wait for, with that fubmiffion becoming fubjelts,

~ and that prudence which fhould hinder you as men from

running to your final deftruétion.” Your caufe could not
be in worfe hands than your own. Therefore throw your-
felves on the mercy of your ruiers, and do not force them
to forget in the multitude of your offences, whatever may
be the caufe of your complaints. This plain, {imple and
candid advice is now your laft refource.  If you reject ir,

ou are undone. For, you will not only have the laws
and army let loofe upon you, but all the nobility and gen-
try, all the wife, peaceable, and virtuous fubjells, will
confider you as public enemies, whofe deftrultion is re-
quifite for their own prefervation. And as you are igno-
rant of the danger which threatens you, I requeft in your
behalf, as a favour of the Printers throughout the king-
dom, to copy this letter into their refpective papers, and
of the friends of humanity to make itas public as poflible,
by difperfing it amongft you. That it may have on you
the defired effcct, is the wifh of

ARTHUR O‘LEARY.
Cork, Nov. 19, 1786.
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COPY of a PETITION which the Right Honourable
LUKE GARDINER was to prefent to the Irism
Howuse of Commons, on behalf of the Romax

. Cartnorics of IRELAND, when the Claufe for the
demolifhing their Chapels was to be debated.

THAT at the moit critical times, and in the fucceflive
wars in which Great Britain and Ireland have been in-
volved, they have behaved as loyal and faithful fubjets
to each fucceeding Sovereign. :

That they have given to their rulers, the moft faC{ed
and inviolable pledge which mortals could give, or which
the legiflature could prefcribe—a folemn oath, the fince-
rity of whi¢h has been manifefted by their conduét, and
readinefs to co-operate with their Proteftant fell ow-fub-
jects, in defence of their common country, in the time
© danger.

That popular commotions are not the growth of any par-
ticular foil, nor peculiar to any defcription of men, but
happen in every age, and in every nation; they happened
in Spain, an abfslute and Catholic government, within thefe
few years—they hdppened in Great Britain, 2 free and
Proteftant flate, in the year 178o.

That in the fuppreflion of the difturbances which hap-
pened of late in the South of Ifeland, the Catholic nobility
and gentfy, their prelates and inferior clergy, have been
moft aflive. That during thefe difturbances, their cha-
pels have been nailed up, their Paftors abufed and
forced from their parithes, and no diftin@ion made in
the paroxifm of popular frenz.y.,’That in the heads of a bill
brought into this honourable Houfe, they have read with

equal concern and atonifhment, a claufe, empowering the

civil
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civil magiftrates to pull down, level and proftrate, any
Roman Catholic Chapel, in which, or in the vicinity of
which, any unlawful oath is tendered, upon the teftia
mony of one witnefs.

That they confider fuch a claufe difgraceful to their
religion as chriftians, injurious to their honour, charaller
and loyalty, as fubje&s; and naturally imprefling the
mind of their moft gracious Sovereign, with the notien,
that his Catholic fubje&s are combining (in the moft
awful and facred of all places) againft his Crown and
dignity. And as it muft eventually prove deftructive of
the indulgence which of late a humane and enlightened
legiflature has granted them, after 2 long trial of their
fidelity, while it laboured under the fevereft laws.—As
fuch a claufe, (befides holding forth a fufpicion of their
fincerity) has a natural tendency to afford a pretext for
repealing the favours already granted to the whole body
of their communion, in cafe any deluded individual,
either aCtuated by licentioufnefs, or ftimulated by their
enemies, fhould eppofe the magiftrates in the proftration
of chapels, which were left ftanding in times of the

greateft perfecution.

That amidft the profligacy of morals, of late fo preva-
lent amongft the lower orders who have fhaken off that
reftraint under which théy had been heretofore kept by
their paftors, and from other collateral caufes, it would
be no difficult matter to find not only ene witnefs, but
feveral who would {wear before a magiftrate that fuch
oaths wete taken, though no fuch oaths had ever beea
adminiftered- :

For thefe and other reafons, which will occur to the
fenate of the mation, they moft humbly pray your ho-
nours will not pafs the fame into a law.

ExTrACT
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1

Extract frm the DEBATES of th HOUSE of,
COMMONS of IRELAND, oz Mr. GRATTAN’s

MorioN, or the Commutation of TiTHEs, &0 on

Tuefday, MarcH 13, 1787.

Myr. CURRAN faid, < he thought it incumbent on
““ the Houfe to fhiew themfelves untainted by the intol-
¢ lerant principles of certain Publications. In fo doing
*“ he was perfuaded they would perfeétly concur with the
*“ refpefted Author of one of them.” [the Bithop of
Cloyne.] < He was perfeGly fatisfied that godly and
¢ pieus Man had long fince regretted the precipitate
$< Publication of thofe hafty fentiments, and rejoiced
¢¢ that their natural tendency had been happily fruftrat-
“ ed by the good fenfe of the public : But he faw no
“ reafon for introducing the name of his adverfary as a -
¢ {ubject of cenfure in that Houfe®. He faid that Mr.
““ O‘Leary was to his knowledge, a2 man of the moft in-
¢ nocent and amiable fimplicity of manners in private
*“ life. The reflection of twenty years in a cloyfter.
¢ had feverely regulated his paffions and deeply in-
¢“ formed his underftanding.  As to his talents they
“ were public, and he belicved his Right Reverend

““ Antagonift

* Alluding to Mr. Toler, who had juft before cenfured AZr. O*Leary
in a very warm and acrid manner for faying, that Bridges for whofe
murder the Rev. Mr. Sheehy was executed at Clonmel fome years ago,
was afterwards found living in Newfoundland. Our Author does mot
affert this as a matter of fa@, but only fays (p. 20) * if report be true.’?
The minutes of Father Sheehy’s tryal, publithed by one of his Jurors,
put the feal of high probability 7o the truth of this report; wherein it ftands
upon record, that two unexceptionable witnefles depofed upon Oath,
that Bridges had quitted the country two months, previous to the pree
tended murder.
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Antagonift had found himfelf over matched in him
as a controvertift. In this inftance it was jult he
{hould feel his fuperiority. It was the fuperiority, not
of genius only, but of truth :—of the meritsof therefpece
tive caufes. It was the fuperiority of defence over ag=

reflion. It was the vi€ory ofa man feeing the mife-
ries of his country like a Philofopher and a tolerating
Chriftizn, and lamenting them like a fellow fubjedt,
obtained over an adverfary who was unfortunately led
away from his natural gentlenefs and candour to fce
thofe miferies, and view them of courfe, through a
fallacious medium.”

R R.A TTA,

Page 17 line 3—for fantaftical—read—fanatical,
42 33—for God —read—Saviour.
—— g5——27—for nectum— read—necdum.
— 50— 33—for Alexander—read—Urban,
—59—1 5—for pinching—read —perifhing.
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The following new Pub’!icai:t'm; ”W be bad qftb o R '*J
P. KEATING, No. 4, Air-Street, Piccadillys & .

ISCELLANEOUS Traéts by the Rev. Artht‘"""?h’
O¢Leary, in one volume octavo, .the third edition -
enlarged. Price Five Shillings in boards. .

Dodor Carroll’s addre(s to-the American Cathzo}jca;‘
enlarged with a preface and a poftfcript, the fecond edition
fewed. One Shilling. , . g ! Dy

A Review of the Important Controver{y bétween Dr.
Carroll and the Rev. Meflrs Wharton and Hawkins, by
the Rev. Arthur O‘Leary, to which.is'anexed Candour’s
Addrefs to the Right Hon. L. Gardiner, oh his bill in fa-
v&r of the Irith Catholics. Qne Shilling and Six~pence.,

A letter from a diftinguifhed Englifh'Commoncr, to a
Peer of Ireland, on Mr. Gardiner’s bill in favour of the
Irith Catholics, Six-pence

A Defence of the condu& and writings of the Revy
Arthur O‘Leary, during the late difturbances in Munfter,
with a full-juftification of the Irith Catholics, and an ac~
count of the rifinzs of the WHITE-BOYS, wri by
Bimfel!; §in an anfwer to the fq& aecufations of The-
ophillis, and the ill-grounded infinuations of the Bithop
of Cloyne. T'wo Shillings and Six-pence.

The Manners of the Ifraclites, tranflated from  the
French ‘of the Abbe Fléury, by Rev. C. Cordell, cor-
refpondent member of the Royal Society of Scotch Anti«
quaries.  And, :

The Manners.of the Primitive Chriftians, tranflated
from the French of the above mentioned “celebrated
Author, by the fame Gentleman, N.B. Both thefe
much admired Pieces may be had cither feparately, or ig
one vol. in boards at Two Shillings and Six-pence,
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