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C O N T E N T S .

I N T R O D U C T I O N .

IN D E P E N D E N C E ,  difinîereflednefs and candour, necef 
fary qualifications in an Hjiorian.— The accuracy of Ta* 

citas s defeription o f the revtlt o f the Panonian legions- con• 
t rafted with the Biibop of Cloyne* s vague and imp erfeót ac
count of the dijlurbances in the South of Ireland.

S E C T I O N  I.

Containing, Tlje caufe o f the unmerited attack on the Au
thors character unravelled— Character o f Theophilus— The 
aflive endeavours o f the Author to fupprefs the diflurbances 
— Captain Right's proclamation pofied againfi the doors of 
Churches and Chapels— Opprefjicns o f the Peafantry from  
Proftors and Tythe Farmers— The Pajioral zeal and dijin- 
tereflednefs o f the Catholic Prelates— The pafjive filence and 
inactivity o f the Bijhop o f Cloyne— The infur gents nail 
up the Chapels againfl their Paflors^ and go in bodies to 
the Proteflant Churches— The manner in which the Bijhop o f  
Cloyne Jhould haueaddreffed them, on occafion o f thofe religious 
vifits— Proteflants and Catholics indifcriminutely concerned in 
the diflurbances— Addrefs c f  the clergy o f the eflablifhed re-  
ligion, to Lord Kenmare— The loyalty and peaceable conduct 
o f  Ir if}) Cat be lies, under fucceffive proteflant Sovereigns— Ex*  
agger at ed accounts o f the proceedings o f the white-boys— Fa
ble o f the Lyon who invited the beafis to a hunting party, exem
plified in the Bifhop* s manner of addreffmg the D  if f  enters-—  
The Diffenters reply to the Bifhop.

S E C T I O N  II.

Containing a vindication of the Author s addreffes to th$ 
zvhite-boys— Thefe “ AddreiTes not artfully contrived to fovv 
fedition,”  but rather calculated to bring back the In f urgents 
into the paths o f peace and fubor dination— An examination into 
the truth of the Bifiop's affertion, that the Peafantry were
not opprelled by Pro&ors or ecclefiaftical Agents” — The 
Prtfiors pound compared to a Lyon s den— Fallacies in the 
Bifhop's Quere, concerning a fuppofed infurreftion amongfl the 
Bohemian Proteflants— The Author expoflulates with the 
Bifhop on his rude language to tht U u Ëmprefs Queen— The
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magnanimous deportment o f  M aria Terefa, and her generous 
conduit to her protejlant fubjefis— Irijh Diffenters and Catho
lics, the former for fupporting King William* and the latter 
fo r  their loyalty to King fames the II* received the Coup dc 
gracc from Queen Ann— 7he Author remonflrates with Coun
sellor Trant on his efpoufing the caufe o f the Bijhop and Theo-  
philus— Anecdote o f a Cardinal and Pope Innocent the X I .

S E C T I O N  III.

Containing a refutation of the Bijhop9s arguments drawn 
from G  hi I ini's letter and the confecration oath o f a Catholic 
Bijhop— ‘The opinions o f Cafuifts form no part o f a Catholic s 
treed— Ghilini, from an ignorance o f the fla t e o f the queftiony 
confounds civil with eccleftajHcal authority, and therefore re
jects the Catholic oath o f allegiance— Examination o f  the ob
noxious claufes in the confecration oath o f a Catholic Bijhop—  
Upon analyzing the Bijhop o f Cloyne’s confecration oath, in his 
own manner, it is found more exceptionable than that o f a 
catholic Prelate— The creed o f  Catholics, the fame all over 
the world— Catholic fubjefis have fought againjl fever al Popes 
under the banners o f their refpeüive Sovereigns.

S E C T I O N  I V.

Containing cur for y remarks on tl>e Bijhop o f Cloy n es pam
phlet.— Examination of the Bijhop9s oblique infenuation* that 
agitating Friars, &c- are fent into Ireland fo r  the purpofe o f  

/owing/edition— Indefatigable zea l0/the regular clergy in dif- 
fufing the light 0/ the gofpel thro’ all parts 0/ the known world—  
Examination 0/the methodpropo/ed by the B'Jhop/or the better 
propagation 0/the Protejlant religion in Ireland— H is propo/al 
fo r  abolijhing the lrijh Language—'T he Regulars claim no ex
emption from the civil jurifdiftion o f the fiâtes wherein they 
refide, nor avow any fubje5iion to foreign powers— Examina
tion o f  the claims on which tithes are founded.

A P P E N D I X .

T h e  Author’s T h ree  Addrefics to the W h ite -B o y* .

A p p e n d i x  II. Copy o f a Petition which the Right Honou
rable Luke Gardiner intended to prefent to the Irijh Houfe o f  
Commons* on behalf o f the Catholics, when the claufe fo r  demo- 
iif/Ang their Chapels was to be debated— E xtratt /rom the 
debates 0/ the Irijh Houfe o f Commonf, or M r . Grattan s 
motion tor the commutation o f tithes.

I N T R O -



I N T R O D U C T I O N

V V  H O E V E R  attempts to give an 
account o f  public tranfaitions ihould be above 
the reach and power o f  hope, and fear, and all 
kinds o f  i n t e r e s t  ; that he m ay alw ays 
dare to fpeak the truth, and write o f all w ith 
out prejudice, religioufly obferving never to 
abufe the public faith, but to guard againft the 
bias and affections o f  thofe w h o  w ould en
deavour to impofe on h im  by falfe or exagge
rated reports. H e  ihould not confine himl'elf 
to a bare recital o f  the a â io n s  o f  m en, but to 
lay open the motives and principles from  w h ich  
they took their rife, and upon w h ich  they pro
ceeded to their final iffues. W h e n  in public 
tranfacStions in w h ich  all parties are concerned, 
fom e perfons m ake themfelves more confpicu- 
ous than others, it is not barely fufficient to men
tion their names. T h e  hearts o f  fuch a ilors  
m uft be laid open. T h e  reader m uft be let 
into their moil: important motives and defigns, 
and favoured w ith  a fight o f  thofe fecret fprings 
w hich  m oved them to the enterprize whether 
it fucceeded or mifcarried. H e  ihould be dif- 
m t ere [led  him felf, and attribute no bad motives
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to perfons whoferaótions could bear a favour*
able conftrudion ; w h en  he is convinced that 
they had no interejl in interfering in thofe 
fcenes o f  diforder and tum ult w h ic h  he chufes 
for the fubjeét o f  his narrative.

U p o n  thofe principles the L ord  Biiliop o f  
C lo y n e  ihould have proceeded w hen he intro
duced m e on the ftage after his account o f  th e  
difturbances in the fouth o f  Ireland. D iftu r-  
bances w h ic h  difgraced the nation, b y  the 
m anner in w h ic h  they w ere heightened in the 
foreign prints* painting us in a ftate of barba- 
rifm  and rebellion, and w h ich  how ever u n ju s
tifiable, yet borrow (in the county o f  C o rk  at 
leaft) their importance more from  the colour
ings o f  exaggerating writers, than from  an y 
iignal or fingular event w h ic h  w o u ld  fuit the 
d ign ity  o f  the hiftorian’s pencil. It is true 
that public tranfaótions ihould  be recorded„ 
th o u gh  the characters w h ic h  appear on the 
fcene, are far from  b ein g  illuitrious. T h e  
R o m a n  hiftorians have tranfm itted to  pofte- 
r ity  the w a r o f  the {laves. A n d  the R ig h t  
R everen d B iin op  o f  Cloyne has favoured the 
public w ith  a general account o f  the operations 
o f  the M u n fter  rabble. But he differs w id e ly  
from  the patterns after w h o m  he ih o u ld  
have, copied. F o r  h ow ever u n w orth y  o f  the 
hiitorians pen the exploits o fJhabby heroes m ay 
appear, yet w hen he hands their atchievem ents 
down to poiterity, he ihould paint them in

their
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theiî proper colours, and range them under theii 
refpe clive banners. W h en  Tacitus defcribes 
the revolt o f  the Pannonian legions, incited 
to fedition  by Perfennius, a com m on foldier, 
and the Captain R ight o f  his time, he informs 
his readers o f  that incendiary’s profcjjion. But 
w h en  the Biiliop o f  C loyne promifes, in his 
title-page, A  general Account o f  the Infurrec-  
tions in the South o f  Ireland, w ith their rife 
and progrefs, he leads all his warriors into the 
field in the fame uniform. T h e y  are all a 
popijlj mob difarming Protcjlants to overthrow  
the ejlablijl;ed religion. In this affertion I ihall 
take the liberty o f  differing in opinion from  
the B ilhop, w ith  the fame freedom that L e -  
iley, a diil'enting miniiter, contradicted A rc h -  
bifliop K in g , w h en  that prelate wrote his 
H iftory  o f  the itate o f  the Proteftants in Ire
land under James the Second ; and as Bevel 
H ig g o n s , a gentleman o f  the eftablifhed re
lig ion , differed w idely  in opinion from B ilhop 
Burnet, w h en  he wrote the Hijlory o f  h h  own 
!Times.

H a p p y  ! i f  I  could difcover nothing repre- 
henfible in the B iih op  o f  C lo y n e ’s pam phlet, 
but hiliorical inaccuracy ! It would affect m e 
no more than fome o f  the ftories o f  Herodotus, 
w ho was fo liable to m ifinform ation. F or a 
mob is a mob, w hether they be Protejlants or 
P ap ijls. A  Popijh mob m ay crop horfes and 
bliri) ficks o f  corn in Ireland -, and a P  rote fiant
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mob m ay burn houfes and attempt to plunder 
the bank in London. It is the crim e, not the 
religion o f  the crim inal, w h ic h  diilurbs the 
peace o f  fociety, and is puniiliable by the law s.

B ut w hen I fee m y fe lf  perfonally attacked 
in  the B iih o p ’s pam phlet, and w h at concerns 
m e more than any perfonal injury, m y  religion 
glanced at as inconfiftant w ith  the fecurity o f  
the ftate : w h e n  I  fee C ath olic  prelates, w h o  
are an ornament to the age, w o u n d ed  b y  an 
intim ation that their allegiance to their K in g  
in  temporals is a prevarication o f  their obe
dience to their fuprem e paftor in Spirituals. 
—  w h en I  fee Dodtor W o o d w a rd  one o f  
the pilots o f  the veifel o f  the eftablifh ’d re
lig ion  h angin g out the iignal o f  diftrefs, and 
c ry in g  aloud on the deck, “ T h e  c h u r c h . 

“  o f  I r e l a n d  i s  a t  t h i s  p r e s e n t  m o -

“  M E N T  I N I M M I N E N T  D A N G E R  OF S U B -

“  v e r s i o n ; ”  F ro m  w h o m ?  F ro m  the D if-  
fe n te rs  ready to p u ll down the ecclejiaftical ejla- 
blifhm ent, and theC atholics ready to J e t up their  
own, that is to fay , from  tw o  claffes of fub- 
je c ls  more interested in  im p rovin g  thirty-nine  
acres o f  ground for the fupport o f  their 
fam ilies, than in abolifh ing the th irty-nine  
articles o f  B ifliop  W o o d w a r d ’s profeflion o f  
fa ith , w h ic h  h ow ever founded in the Scrip
tures, thoufands o f  Proteflant D iv in es  all over 
E u rope w ould not fubfcribe : w h en  I n o w
fee the three great claffes o f  H ig h -c h u rc h -m e n , 
DiiTenters and C atholics, w h o m  I  have for

m erly
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m erly feen to drown their religious diftin&ions 
in the noife o f  the alarm-drum, and march 
under the fame banners to proteél the beds o f  
their w ives, and the cradles o f  their children 
againft the com m on foe : w h en  I fee them 
n o w  difunited, i f  they were mad enough to be 
difunited by the croaking o f  controverfy, and 
in fpeculative points w h ic h  p u zz le  the m ind, 
to forget focial friendfhip w h ich  cheers and 
w arm s the heart :* w h en  I fee them  difunited, 
or on the eve o f  a rupture in confequence o f  
this alarm ing proclamation, truths \which at 
other times Jhouldbe kept in jilence fo r  the pre

servation  o f  harmony, mu ft now he brought to 
pu blic notice, I am at a lofs what to fay. B y  
fu ch  a declaration the B ilhop acknow ledges 
that his pam phlet is not calculated to preferve 
harmony, otherwife he w ould have been filent ; 
or his words are a riddle w h ich  m u ll be unra
velled b y  a greater Œ dipus than M r .  O ’L eary.

H ow ever, as the unhappy difturbances in 
the South o f  Ireland have afforded a pretext 
for the diiTolution o f  that harmony w h ich  
re ig n ’d am ongit the natives o f  this kingdom  
a fe w  years before ; and as the Catholics in 
general as w ell as M r .  O ’L eary  in particular 
h ave  been mifreprefented, the follow ing de-

* Mr. O ’Leary hopes that none will cavil at thefe words, 
as if utter’d by a latitudinarian. He is a ftcdfaffc Catholic; 
but is no more inclined to quarrel with any perfon on ac
count of his religion, than to quarrel with him on account of 

colour of his clothes.
A  4 fence,
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fence, in w h ic h  the Infurre&ions are m en
tioned, is hum bly Submitted to the judgm ent 
o f  the public. I f  M r .  O ’L eary  fpeaks o f  
h im felf, it is becaufe he is perfonally attack ’d. 
— E very man w h o  is put on his defence, m u il 
do the fame. In  the courfe o f  his defence he 
w il l  hold up the hiftorical mirror.

I f  it reflects any fpecks on the faces o f  
fom e w h o  m ay behold it, let them  attribute 
their deform ity to them felves.— T r u th  ihall 
gu ide m y  pen, for the hiftorian m u it  be 
im partial.

I f  I enter more deeply into the fubjeót than 
I  firft intended, it is in order to ih e w  b y  
every p;\x)f w h ic h  moral evidence can afford, 
that the Catholics o f  this k in g d o m  could not 
fo rm  any deiign againft either church or ftate, 
as has been m aliciou ily  iniinuated in  feveral 
Pam phlets.

C viii )
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M r . O ’ L  E A R  r * s

d e f e n c e .

1  H  E  unprovoked attack made oil my cha
racter, was for a long time a myftery to others as 
well as myfelf. T h e  perufal o f feveral pamphlets 
at length enabled me to unfold it. The murmurs 
o f  the lower orders againft proótors and tithe-can- 
ters, induced the authors o f feveral publications 
(Tome o f whom were beneficed clergymen) to wifh 
for a different mode for fupporting the clergy. A  
mode lefs oppjeflive to the poor than the collection 
o f  tithes, attended with continual litigations ; but 
a mode equally advantageous to the clerical pro- 
feilion, and more honourable, as it would remove 
every occafion o f  difpute between paftors and their 
pariihioners. This plan, however countenanced 
by the moft able men in England, and by many 
fenfible men o f  the eftablilhed church in íreland, 
ma^e Theophiius mad% and the Biihop o f  Cloyne 

Jomewhat angry. T he alarm bell was rung by The
ophiius, and the prefles began to teem with the 
Bifnop’s pamphlets. Some batteries were to be er- 
j;ected to defend the ufual mode o f collecting tithes. 
And on the walls o f the proteftant Church were

planted



planted the rufiy cannons o f  popery to fire, and 
£ive notice of the approach o f the pretended enemy. 
’Tvvas laid down as a maxim, that in the Catholic 
church, the clergy enforced the payment of tithes 
jure divino : and that the clergy o f the church o f

' R o m e  w o u l d  r e f u m e  t h e  tithes w i t h  t h e aft/lance of
foreign powers. This mafierpiece o f Generalihip 
Succeeded. W hat Lord Clarendon faid ol the 
reicrn o f Charles the Firft was verified in eighty- 
feven The papijls were the moft common place, and
the butt arainjl which all the arrows were directed. 
Ghilini’s* letter and the Catholic Biihop s conie- 
cration-oath, which for many years had flept un- 
difturbed on the ihelves o f College Libraries, were 
roufed from their dufty pillows; and itnpped o f  
their long Roman drefs, introduced into every 
circle in an Engliih garb. T he arrival o f thofe 
foreigners, alarmed feveral on their firft appearance 
as much (and with as much reafon) as the tidings 
o f  the arrival o f  eight hundred Jefuits mounted on 
dromedaries, alarmed the citizens o f London in 
the reign o f  Charles the Second, tho’ the fportive 
Meffenger who frightened others, knew himfelf was
fecure from the danger.

It happened that in order to reclaim by reaton
people who had ihaken off the yoak o f  authority,
I  told the white-boys that i f  they had grievances to
complain o f the Legi/lature alone was competent to rc-
drefs them ; informing them at the fame tune, that no
power on earth would permit any fe t o f men to overturn
eflablifljed laws by private authority. The word griev-
ances alarmed the Bifhop, for rcafons unknow n to
me but belt known to himfclf. 1  his was the
fignal for war, as i f  my conduct and writings had
been incentives to Sedition.

W hilft 1 was acting the part o f  a loyal lubject
on the very fcene o f  the diftuibances, my enemies 

'  were
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C 11 )
were employed in publishing pamphlets in London 
and Dublin. Thus at a difiance from the Capitals 
o f  the two Kingdoms, my character fell a tempo
rary Sacrifice to their unprovoked attacks.

Theophilus a fcurrilous barriiter, who fome 
years before had libelled one of the firfi: characters in 
Ireland, expected to fucceed Mr. Ratcliff; Judge o f 
the prerogative Court. The intereit of fome o f 
the Bifhops was requifite to the attainment of his 
end. He figured to himfelf, that a pamphlet in 
favour o f tithes, and fraught with fianderous in
ventives againft the Catholics, would recommend 
him Strongly to their Lordihips favour. It appears 
by the Bilhop of Cloyne’s pamphlet, that he met 
with that prelates approbation, iince his Lordllup 
palliat&s the low and abulive language o f a Libeller, 
by informing his readers that a zeal for religion may 
excite a certain warmth.

Theophilus wrote in a fiile calculated to excite 
the fears and refentment oSthe low er order of Pro- 
teftants o f  every denomination. The Bifiiop re- 
ferved to himfelf the more arduous taSk of working 
on the pafiions o f the higheit and beft informed 
ranks. As a good part of his income confifis in 
tithes, he dreaded the SmalleSt alteration in the 
eftabliShed Syftcm. He SoreSaw that by imprefiing 
the minds o f  the rulers o f the land, with the notion 
o f  the Infurgents being a popifh mob, difarming Protes
tants for the avowed purpofe of overturning Church and 
Stale, no change could be expected in favour o f 
people whodeferved the fevereft punifhment. This 
objeift he purSues through the courfe o f  his pam
phlet. T o  render the Catholics (till more odious 
to fuch as are willing to cavil at words, he inl'erts 
the Catholic Bilhop’s conSecration-oath in his 
Appendix, and tranfiates intoEngliih, along letter 
from an Italian CaSuift, who mifunderftood the oath

o f
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o f Allegiance propofed to the Catholics o f  Ireland,'
and condemned it in confequcnce o f his ignorance 
o f  the ftate o f  the queftion. The caufe o f  the Ca
tholics at large, being fo clofely connected with 
that o f their clergy, the charge o f  /edition proved 
againit Mr. O'Leary, would ftrengthen the accu- 
fation againft the whole body.

Hence the real motives o f  the combined efforts 
ofTheophilus and the Lord Bifhop of Cloyne, to 
traduce Mr. 0 ‘Leary as a fower o f  fedition.— Both 
tend to the fame end by different means.— The
ophilus by barefaced flander and fcurrility.— T h e 
Biihop o f  Cloyne by addrefs and ingenuity.— T he 
former hurries me to the gallows in the tatters c f  a 
•vulgar, ignorant, I ms:-bred clown, who is to le  can- 
r.onized by the agency of the lungman.* The latter 
conducts me to the fcaíFold in a decent garb, 
becoming “  a popular artful orator, who like Shake- 

fpear, knows the avenues to the human heart ; points 
cut ftrongly cud eloquently their grievances to the 
infurgents, and in his panegyricks on fome of the protef- 
tant Clergy, ref smiles Mark Antony haranguing over 
Cæfars mangled bc-dy, and complimenting £ rut us and his 
confederates.'^

The deftruclion o f  the Roman republic, by the 
fubfequent tyranny o f  the Cæfars, was the effect of 
M ark  Antony’s fpeech, in confequenee o f  the fa
mous confederacy between himfelf, Octavius and 
Lepidus. The Bifnop’s compliment is calculated 
to expofe me as a confederate o f  white-boys for the 
overthrow o f  my country. H ow  far I have de- 
ferved fuch a compliment, the reader may ju d ge  
after perufing the following iheets. In 'Mark

Antony’s

* Mr. 0 ‘Leary’e charaüer drawn by Theophilus in the firil part 
of his pamphlet.

, . + O'Leary’s charaQcr drawn by the Biihop of Clovne in 
ms poftfenpt.
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fpcech, I recoUeft nothing applicable to me, excepî
°  ffi/ !.nC-T , m e n  tbe P°°r have cried, ( » •  S  
W .  T h e application I Hull never difclaim .
For I can pity with Cæfar without being feditious 
with Antony If this be a crime? I plead

I S ? t0 Jt is thc onIX crime the Lord '
£ S ?  f  w ynC Can Prove againft me. T h e  
fenate o f  the nation is now aflembled. T o  that
awful tribunal I cite him i f  he has any charge ta  

mifrn n rT ?,CrC 1 confcious to myfelf o f any
f  r W?U u0t purfue him and hisphlet from Cork to the very threihold o f the houfe

■ i CLfS* -grounded infinuations originate
in the fear of a commutation o f  tithes. The flan- 
deis ot 1  heophilus in the hope o f promotion. The 
Bifhop merits an anfwer. Theophilus defervesno 
refutation but from the LiJIj o f a Beadle

Pray then, my Lord Bifhop o f Cloyne, on what 
ground can you bring the charge o f  fedition againft

Vnu h 7 i I ,anuy0U sr0und ic °» his writings ?
J ,  . !  L garbled them ; you have mangled them }
> o had models to copy after ; and imitation is no 
bad help. A  man attempted once to deny the re~ 
furrechon by the fame texts that eftablifhed the 
belief of it. h e  fubceeded by adding a monofyllable, 
placing a point o f interrogation in the room o f a full 
flop, and tranfpoling a word. The text runs thus ; 
-— Surrexit. non eft hie. He is rifen. He is not here.
I he literary magician got rid o f  the diihculty by 

punctuating and tranfpoiing the words in the fol
lowing manner -.— Surrcxit nc? Non. Eft hie. Ishe 
rifen ? No. He is here. The biihop o f Cloyne, by a a  
equal dexterity at mangling phrafes, changes,//* wtn 

(\ ts the road to the crown, into sedition.—  
v\ hen I come to the vindication o f  my writings, I 
fliall fliew flmilar inftances o f theBiiliop’s ingenuity.. 
Dr. ood ward and I live in the fame county. Can
ne ltanu forth and arraign my conduit ?

Thc



(  1 4  )
The difturbances took their rife in the diocefe o f  

Cloy ne, about the month o f September, 1785. 
Though honoured in a perfonal acquaintance with 
moft o f the proteftant and catholic Gentlemen of 
that diocefe, yet I was never there but twice on a vi- 
lit to Mr. Roche, of Trabulgan, who about two V^ars 
before the commencement of the difturbances had 
retired to Naples for the recovery of his health : and 
were I influenced by no other motive but the efteem 
they have for me, I am not fo void o f  common fenfe 
as to forfeit it by an imprudent conduct. “ Want o f 
prudence,” fays Lord Lyttleton, “ is oftentimes want 
o f  virtue,” and I would facrifke my claim to both, 
i f  I urged a deluded multitude to their deftrudion, 
by encouraging them to fly in the face o f  efta- 
blifhed laws in order to deprive any perfon o f  the 
property fecured to him by the ftate. For whom 
then does the Bifliop o f  Cloyne take me, when, in 
his Poftfcript, interlarded with the garbled paflages 
o f  my addreffes, he throws out infinuations fo in
jurious to my chara&er, and attempts to palliate 
them under the thin gauze o f  afalvo? “  I do not 
« fay that the reverend, anther intends to fow fedition, 
« but i f fuch wef"e his defign.”  (p. 106.) W ill any man 
o f  fenfe be fatisfied with the excufe o f  a monofylla- 
ble but or i f f  I am not acquainted with the lower 
claffes in his diocefe, though they know me from 
character, as a man more inclined to lead them into 
the paths o f fubordination and peace, than to goad
them to rnadnefs. _ . , .

I have renounced every claim to tithes by 
my facred vows. The Bifhop o f  Cloyne then 
may reft fatisfied that I never intended to fow  fe 
dition from a rapacious view to his eccleliaftical 
revenues. I can frankly fay with parfon Adams
to his brother Trulliber, in Fielding’s Jofeph. 

Andrews,



Andrews, Nihil haleo cum porcis. I  have no caU 
to your tithe Pigs.

The Biihop and the public muft then ac
knowledge that I was in no manner whatever 
interested in tithes, much leis in fomenting riots 
and di/orders. But common fenfe and prudence 
mu it acknowledge, that a pcrion in my fituation 
could not with propriety Hand by as an indifferent 
fpectator o f tumults and diforders which threat
ened the peace o f the community, and which 
1 well forefaw would be conftrued by malevo
lence into a Pcpijh confederacy againit the itate, 
as 1  heophilus has fince conitrued it. Neither 
does the Biihop or Cloyne contradict him in the 
fhoit and partial account he has given in his
pamphlet o f  rifmgs which he attributes to a 
Popi/h mob.

From one Pariili in the diocefe o f  Cloync, the 
diiturbances began to fpread to another, and as 
bad example feldom ends where it firft began, 
the contagion at lait reached the borders of the 
diocefe of Cork. As a gangrene that eats 
its way from the extremities o f  the body 
to the very vitals, Captain Right’s proclamations 
made their way to the very heart o f the city, 
about five months after they had been publiihed 
in the diocefe o f  Cloyne. On a Sunday morn
ing a feditious notice was ported on the gate 
o f  the pariih chapel, breathing nothing but 
downright difrefpeCt to the clergy, and inviting 
fuch as found themfelves oppreffcd by pam
pered Theologians, whofe God was their belly, ami 
who/e religion was a hog/head of wine, (the very 
words of the notice) to meet at an appointed 
hour, in order to regulate their pittance according 
to the Go/pel rule. That very day I was going oil 
buiinefs to the country, when to my furpriie,

1 met
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(  i6  ;
I  met with numbers o f  common people readirfg
a iimjlar notice pofted up againft the gate oi 
my own chapel.— J-Vas it meddling with the 'po
litics of this Proteftant country, as the Biihop o f 
Cloyne’s favourite Theophilus upbraids me, to 
make war upon diforder and licentioufnefs ? 
O r is it becaufe the Biihop of Cloyne was lilent 
and paílive during the tumults which had 
changed his diocefe into a fcene o f diforder and 
anarchy, that I ihould be filenced by the clamour 
o f  a mob, founding the trumpet o f fedition 
at the threihold o f my chapel ? I deferred my 
excurfion, and at every congregation from eight 
to one o ’clock, I enlarged upon the fcandal 
and impropriety of iiich proceedings pointed 
out to the common people the danger to which 
they expofed themfelves, the confufion in which 
they were involving the community; and made 
ufe o f the moft perfuaiive arguments in my 
power to reclaim them to their duty. I f  I  
deferved to be compared to any illuftrious cha
racter, it is not to that o f M ark Antony work
ing upon the pallions o f  the multitude, in order 
to arm againft Brutus and his confederates, that 
the Bifhop ihould have compared me. It he 
intended a compliment, and wiihed to tempt 
m y vanity, o f  becoming a boafter, he ihould 
have compared me rather to Junius Blefus ap
pealing the Pannonian legions, who had been 
urged to revolt againft their officers by a common 
foldier, called Perfennius, the Captain Right o f 
his Days.

I thought it my duty both as a loyal fubjeét, 
a clergy-man, and as a member o f  civil fociety, 
to contribute to the prefervation o f  public order, 
and to guard the deluded multitude againft de- 
ftrudion, to the utmoft o f my power.

T he



The honour and intereilof the Catholic body, 
prren mifreprefented and become the theme of 
Jcurrilous or fanuitical writers, were further 
incentives to my zeal. I recolledted the unme
rited abufe: given for a long time in the papers
'  S Cu?a ? / ’ becaufe Seventeen houfe-keepers 
in Dublin had unguardedly figned a requifuion
o the High Sheriff for the purpoie of convening 

an aggregate meeting relative to a parliamentary 
reform, though I am confident the feventeen 
knew as little about the impropriety of their 
ligning that requifuion, and forelaw as little the 
ofience it would give, as the High Sheriff him, 
ielt iorefaw that he would be attached by the 
Court o f  King’s Bench. And as to the Catho
lics in their difqualified fixation, they could 
not with either prudence or propriety, follow 
any other line but that o f  a itrift neutrality in a 
political Queftion, on vvhich neither the friends 
nor opponents of- a parliamentary reform, would 
acknowledge them competent to determine. I 
had moreover in my very recent recol left ion, the 
ralle alarm rung ail over Ireland and Great- 
Britain, on the occafion o f Mr. O ’Connor, whofe 
lineal defcent from Roderick O ’Connor, the 
I alt Monarch o f the Milefian race, in the reio-n, 
of Henry the Second, was publiihed in die 
papers; the formidable forces o f  that claimant 
to the royalties ot his anceitors ; forces which a 
member in the Houfe o f  Commons affirmed to

*° 3 t^ou d̂n 5̂ but which, foon after in 
theEngliih papers, were increafed to eighteen thou
sand well diciplined men, and another member’s 
declaration in the Senate, that the Proteftant in- 
teiell was now at Jtake, and that he would itand 
forth its champion : and the conlequent challenge 
made on the Minifter o f  State to know if govern-

B menu
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ment had marched the army againft King O'Conner\ 
when 1 recollefted a private gentleman, at the 
head pf a few iervants armed with ipades and 
clubs, keeping pofiefTion o f a litigated fpot of 
land, confirmed to him afterwards by a decree oi 
the Courts o f  Juftice i when I recolledted this 
gentleman enlarged into a mighty monarc , 
through the magnifying glafs of mifrepreienta- 
tion -, I had every room to apprehend, that the
enemiesofthe catholics would mifreprefent them to.
government, according to their ufual cujlom, ana 
that the quarrel between the peafant and thç 
pro&or for a bajket of potatoes, would be mil- 
conftruaed into a ftruggle betwen the King and 
the fubjeft, for t%e jewels of the Crown, lh e  no
bility and sentry o f  Ireland are now convinced 
that my conjectures and appreheniio.ns were not 
eroundlefs, when they read the Handers o f Theo- 
philus, and the pamphlet publiihed by Do&or 
Woodward.

W ere I allowed the liberty o f ufing a meta
phor, wild and extravagant indeed as to the 
manner o f  the exprefiion, but natural enough as 
far as it may convey my meaning, I could lay, 
that my apprehenfions on fimilar occaaons were 
net the fru it of fancy. T h ey  are the natural 
orowth o f  the county o f  Cork, and vegetate in 
that very foil.— In that county M achaivel’s maxim, 
divide and govern, has been followed ior m**ny 
vears, and the plan for changing the pretended 
dangers o f  Popery into fo many iteps oi the poli
tical ladder whereby to afcend to power and con-, 
fequence, has been for many years invariably 
puriued. The Catholics excluded from the fe- 
nate and councils o f  the nation, could not be 
known to every Engliib nobleman who came 
here to tnanage the reins o f  adminiftration, during

a temporary
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a temporary refidcnce. Chance may bring him 
acquainted with fome individuals ; but he muft 
>e a itranger to tiie real ftate and principles o f 

the body at large. The Catholics then could not 
be known to government but in the colours in 
which thofe perlons painted them. And from 
inch political limners, a juft refemblance be
tween the picture and the original could not be 
expeded.

i ^ en<re *n county o f Cork fcarce could Ca
tholics breath until the adminiftrations o f the Earl 
o. Halifax and Lord I'ownihend, who upon a 
uoier mveftigation into their cafe, removed the

n. ^ ltfl w ^'c  ̂ £̂ e niifreprefentations o f in- 
tereited men had overfpread the eyes o f former 
rulers. I had then ju lt grounds to apprehend 
that the d forders o f  a motley groupe o f  infur- 
gents would be made out a Popijb confederacy.
I knew that the filencc o f  a man who flood forth 
ror his country, in the fight I may fay o f  the 
enemy, and who has as much influence as any 
individual in his ftation, would give a colourable 
janction to the accufation. Nor was I, however 
plain and fimple in other refpedts, fo unexperienc
ed in life, or ignorant o f  the events which had 
happened in this kingdom, as to put myfelf in the 
power o f  my enemies, or expofe myfelf to the ri
gour o f  the law, by a feditious conduit. I learn, 
ed vvifdom from the folly o f  others ; and were I 
inclined to be i'editious, I knew that it was not 
rny intereft to give my inclinations their exer
tion or energy. In foreign countries I had read
mu;h about the White boys in Ireland, and on 
my Arrival in the kingdom, I collefted every
information in my power, in order to be ac
quainted with the hiftory o f  my country.

B 2 The
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The firft paper I read after landing in Cork, 
was the dying Speech o f Buck Sheehy and others, 
who had been executed for Whiteboyifm at 
Cloheen. In their fpeech they declared that their 
lives were offered them on condition that they 
would fwear againft feveral Catholic gentlemen 
as confederates and abettors o f the W hiteboys. 
And who would not pafs for a 'Whiteboy at that 
time, when one o f  the moil inoffenfive men on 
earth, Doitor Me. Kenna, the prefent Titular 
Biihop o f Cloyne, was efcorted under a ftrong 
guard, on a pretended fufpicion o f being an in- 
furo-ent. I read o f  Nicholas Sheehy’s fate, 
with which the liberal Theophilus threatens ire, 
and learned that a Catholic clergyman in all 
places, but efpecially here, ihould confine him~ 
felf to the line o f  his duty, by enforcing mora
lity and fubordination to the laws. T h at unfor
tunate man was tried before the Court o f K ing s 
Bench, for W hiteboyifm, and was acquitted. 
Sheehy, whofe blood his enemies thiriled for; 
was at laft indicted for the murder o f  one Bridges, 
a man o f no good character, whofe dead body 
could not be found, but whofe living body, it re
port be true, was afterwards feen in Newfound
land. The dead bodies o f  rogues who had been 
murdered in one kingdom, had been afterwards 
feen living bodies in another, as fo many enchanted 
dragons, watching the Hefperian Gardens ° f j - h e 
temple o f Venus, alias bullies to a brotbe.. T hat 
this was Bridges’s cafe 1 cannot affirm, but for 
the reft, the hiftory o f  the kingdom is my 
voucher.* Sheehy, on hearing that a proclama
tion was iffued againft, and a reward offered for

apprehending
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apprehending him, wrote to the Secretary o f  the 
Governor, that to fpare government the 

cxpences he would give himfelf up, on con
dition that he fhould not be tried in Clonmel 
where he faid his enemies were too power-
u L3 Prom '̂e founded on juftice was made 

though it was never performed. H e was fent to 
take his trial at Clonmel, where he was found 
guilty upon the evidence o f  the fame identical 
witnefies, whofe teftimony had been rejected before 
by the court of King’s-Bench, viz. a naughty boy 
a lewd^woman, and an impeached thief, taken 
out of Clonmel jaol. Hence Sheehy's jury is be
come as proverbial in Ireland, as the antient iuf- 
ticiaries of Donfront, in Normandy, who ufed to 
hang regularly at the hour o f one, every priloner 
who had been tried at twelve.

Allez a Dunfront, juile ville de malheur,
O u bon eiï acculé a midi, et pendu a une heure.

Under the imprefiions which fuch fingular events 
mull make on the mind, and in the delicacy o f the 
clerical Situation, who could fufpect that any Ca
tholic clergyman would found the trumpet o f fe- 
dition in the ears o f a deluded peafantry ? Or has 
the Biihop, like Socrates, a familiar fpirit to give 
him information, which no mortal befides hinTfclf 
can pretend to ? But referving the difcuffion o f 
fuch an accuiation for its proper place, I muft 
proceed in the courleof my narrative.

. The aiTociations were now extending, and a no
tice pofted up againft the gates o f  parifh churches 
and chapels was a kind of ftandard to which ail 
parties, without diftindtion o f  religion, flocked, 
3nd entered into a general confederacy. For the 
public are not to form their judgment o f the dis
turbances from the mad declamation o f a Théophi

le 3 lus,
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lus, nor the imperfeft account of the Biihop o f  
Cloyne, The firft is a bare-faced ilanderer -, and 
the latter gives the profile o f  the picture, entire y 
fhadowing the other fide o f the face, by making 
out the infurgents a popijh mob, connived at by feme 
Protejiants, without mentioning the effectual ana 
adtive concurrence o f any. T he unprovoked and 
unmerited attack made on Mr. O ’Leary, by the 
right reverend prelate and his lefs reverend con
federate, has forced him to wreft the pencil out oi 
their hands, and to draw, the pifture with a full 
face. T he notice alluded to, is to the following 
purport, “  Y o u  are hereby cautioned not to pay 
“ minifters tithes, only in t h e  following manner,
«  v iz. potatoes 4s, per acre-, w h e a t  and bailey,
« is. 6d. per acre; oats and meadows, is. per acre.
“  Roman Catholic clergy to receive tor marriage,
“  « .  for baptifm, is. od. f o r  anointing and vilu- 
« in* the fick, is. for mafs, is. f o r  contefiion, 6d.
«  Y ou  are hereby warned not to pay parilh-prielts, 
“  clerks money, nor any other dues concerning 
u  marriages. Be all fure not to go to any expen- 
<c ces at your tonfefiion terms, but let them par-
“  take o f  your own fare.”

T h is  notice w h i c h  I cenfured, as may be feen in 
my letters, feemed moderate however to many ac
quainted with the diftreffes o f  the poor In vain 
has the Biihop o f  Cloy ne attempted to ju f t i fy proc
tors, tithe-canters, tithe-jobbers, & c .  by declaring 
them to be agents to the clergy, equally necejjary as 
receivers to lay-gentlemen. The general voice is 
againft them. Moreover the companion does not 
hold. T he gentleman’s agent only collects the rent 
at the expence o f  his employer ; the tenant pays 
the determined fum agreed on by the leafe, and i f  
his farm ihould produce a hundred fold every year,
he pavs n e i t h e r  more nor lefs until his leafe ex-

* 1 . pires.
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pires. But thefe ecclefiaftical agents, o f  whom the 
Bilhop is become the apologift, are i'o many locufts, 
that eat up the peafant’s green herbage without 
feeding the wind that watts them. Several in- 
ftances could be produced to prove that they gain 
more than their employers, whilit they diitrefs the 
cottager. When the potatoe-ftalk begins to fhoot 
to a certain diitance above the furface o f the earth, 
the iharp-eyed lynx furveys it in the name of God 
■and of our holy mother, the church. On the l'pot 
where the Italics crowd together thick, and threefold, 
in order to discriminate the ranks and to avoid con- 
fufion, the proótor’s hand rears a land-mark. Dr. 
fVoodward thinks it the duty of a head faftor to 
appoint agents well qualified for preferring order. 
T he hungry peal ant, with a craving appetite, 
longs to try the quality o f  the vegetable he had 
fown and reared up from its infant ftate; but 
fhould he advance within a certain diitance o f  the 
fatal land-mark, he is fure to meet the fate o f  the 
benighied mariner who approaches thofe hollile 
fliores, when allured by the falfe lights held out 
to decoy him to the rock on which he is to be 
fhipwrecked. The Bifhop's-court is the ftrand on 
which the proctor gathers the fpoils. It is not, I 
acknowledge, the fault o f the inltitution, nor o f  
o f  the gentlemen who prefide in thefe courts -, but 
it is the misfortune of the peafant, who has neither
the means nur ikill to cope with thofe agents, who
are adepts in their profeffions. From many in-
ftances o f  the abufe made o f the authority o f  thofe 
courts by crafty agents, I fhall feledt one. In the 
province where Doctor Woodward and I xefide, 
now the theatre o f pamphlets and politics, there 
lived a poor peafant, whole poverty did not de
prive him o f  thofe qualities which confticute a 
hufband and a father ; to him a child was born,
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who did not live long enough to enjoy his father's 
eftate ; he died ; and for want ot a ihilling to 
purchafe the hallowed ground wherein to dépolît 
the defuntt heir of fo opulent a fortune, the father 
rolled him up in a bundle o f  itraw, and fmuggled 
him into the church-yard in the dead ot night. 
Happy ! thrice happy ! had he met on that fatal 
night with a cuftom-houie officer- H e would 
have efcaped with the contraband goods. But 
alas ! his deftiny was to meet with one of thofe 
officers who have recourfe to what the moderator 
calls the Court Chrijtian. A  decree from the 
Biihop’s-court, whether real or fiótitious I cannot 
tell, was produced by the carrion hunter and ano
ther who were hurrying away the peafant, faint
ing after a violent refiftance. L u ck ily  he was 
met by an intimate friend o f  mine, who releafed 
him by paying the charnel-houfe fees.

This anecdote I relate to fhew that, notwith- 
{landing Do£tor Woodward’s zeal in defence o f 
ecclefialtical agents, they are oppreffors, and im- 
pofe both on Biihops-courts and their employers* 
I do not fay, that they are fo with their content. 
Far be it from me. It was againlt the Prophet’s 
will that hisfervant recieved prefents from Naa- 
man the AiTyrian officer. A nd it is againil the 
clergy’s confent that their agents are vexatious to 
the poor. But there is this difference between the 
Bifhop and the Prophet. ^1 he latter llruck his 
Agent with the leprofy. T he Biihop fpins out a 
chapter o f  his pamphlet to ihew that his agents are 
immaculate. I lhall then join the moderator in his 
litany. From fuch agents, good Lord deliver us ! 
In pariihes where the rectors take the tithes into 
their own hands, it is acknowledged that the cler
gyman receives much more than ever he did 
through the mediatiou o f fuch agents, befides the
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additional comfort o f feeing peace, harmony and 
confidence reftored to his diitriót It is not my 
bufineis to make calculations, nor is it a part o f  
my duty to run over parilhes in order to know 
how far a wretched peafant may be relieved by the 
removal of a relendefs agent, who, like a denfe 
cloud, intercepts the rays o f  benignity, which 
would certainly chear him by a more immediate 
communication with a clergyman, whofe miniftry 
is peace, and whole duty is charity. I only glance 
at iuch matters as taras they are interwoven with 
a lubject which it is my duty to illuftrate, in order 
to vindicate both the Catholic body and myfelf, 
from the talie and groundlefs imputation of at
tempting the overthrow o f  the eftabliihed religion, 
by encroaching upon the rights o f its clergy.

The fupinenefs with which the Biihop upbraids 
the Proteltant gentlemen, ihews that the lower 
claiTes are truly miferable, and that their table of 
rates was only proportioned to their^rircumftances. 
1 hat they are miferable* all parties agree. This 

fupinenefs alfo ihews that the Proteilant nobility 
and gentry were under no appxehenfion o f a Ship
wreck of the conftitution, either in church or ftate. 
Neither was the Biihop -, otherwife he, who is one 
of the pilots, would not have flept for the fpace 
o f  fifteen months at the helm, if  he really forefaw 
that the ihip was in danger o f going to the bottom; 
though he now alarms three kingdoms with the’ 
danger to the eftabliihed church from Catholics 
and Dilîenters, pulling down and raifing up. But 
the Catholic nobility and gentry forelaw, from 
the reafons I have already alledged, that they would 
be mifreprefented to Government, and that the 
old game ot popifh plots and confederacies would be 
revived. 1  hey had moreover their properties to 
defend, and their characters to fupport. A s men

and
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and fubjetts they were as much interefted as others 
in the prefervation o f  the peace o f  fociety. And 
the hiftory o f a country were their anceftors 
fwayed for ages the fceptre o f  auhority, informed 
them that, in the fuccefilve revolutions occafion- 
ed either by brave and fortunate afpirers, or by 
timid, dudVile and unfortunate kings, the Catho
lics have been invariably the lofers. TheB ifhop 
then muft be a ftranger to the paiïîons o f the 
heart, o f  which intereft has fo ftrong a hold : ot 
unacquainted with the hiftory o f  the kingdom ; 
or under a very ftrong bias j or prepoflêfled with 
a ftrange notion o f their ftupidity— if he fuppofes 
they had any thing to expeft by the commotions 
o f  a rabble. I f  Government however had been 
induced to believe that they had fuch profnects 
in view, and miftaken the fhadow for the reality, 
the Catholics would have become equally ob
noxious : and what efforts are now making to 
perfuade Government that phantoms are realities, 
let the public judge from the pamphlets difperf- 
ed over the three kingdoms. T h e  fox in the 
fable did well to take to his heels when the lion 
iffued a proclamation» ordering all the horned 
beafts to quit the foreft ; -and although no 
branch fprouted from his head, yet his remark 
was wife when he faid, “  W hat it his Majefty 
“  thought I had horns.”  It was then prudent in 
the Catholic gentlemen to take the moil effectual 
ftcps to remove every fufpicion to which their 
mifreprefenters are io induftrious in laying them 
open. T hey were the firft to take the alarm. 
T h e y  tranfmitted an addrefs to government thro’ 
the Secretary o f  State. On hearing that the com
mon people complained in a few places o f  the 
rxaftions and rigorous conduct o f  their parochial 
clergy, they were the firft to interfere in writing
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ío the Catholic prelates o f the province, prefling 
them in the molt earneft manner to enquire into 
the conduit of their clergy, and to remove, by 
every means their wifdom could fuggelt, * any 
eaul'e o f  complaint, and every occafion o f  
obloquy.

To whom could they make application with 
more propriety than to prelates, whofe lives are 
fo many animated fermons ? Some o f them, by 
their birth, titles and fortunes, would be this in- 
itant feated in the Houle o f Peers, deliberating 
with the nobles of the land on thofe meaiures on 
which the fate o f a nation mult depend, i f  they 
could leave their creed at the threjhold. Others, by 
their knowledge and wifdom are qualified for di
recting the councils o f  kings : and the piety and 
exemplary lives o f them all ihould make them ob- 
je d s  ot veneration in any age or nation. A  letter 
addrefled to thefe venerable and illuitrious pre- 
ates, from the Catholic gentlemen, was attended to 
with the fame condefcenfion as i f  it were the 
mandate of a fuperior. They aiTembled, delibe
rated, enquired into the condudt o f their clergy ; 
and when, in four or fi-ve parifhes, they 
difcovered that the paftors and flocks could not 
agree, either from inflexibility in the former,- 
who perhaps thought themfelves injured by fub- 
mitting to regulations diftated by their inferiors; 
or from the obftinacy o f the latter, who would 
abide by no regulation or itaridard for the fupporc 
o f their paftors, but fuch as they themfelves 
thought fit to determine-, or from a perfona) 
diflike, founded perhaps upon the recollection of 
fevere ufage, prompted more by ardent and good 
natured zeal, than by that fage dilcretion, which 
attams its end by more lenient means ; let the 
motives o f difcontent be what they may, without

having
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having recourfe to canonical quibbles, which 
muft ever be iuperceded when the peace o f  fo- 
ciety interferes, the wife prelates removed the 
pallors and fubftituted others in their room. A  
more painful facrifice could not have been made ; 
nor could a more evident proof be adduced to 
ihew the fallacy o f the infamous charge, “  that 
“  the ill ufage received by the Catholic paftors 
« from their flocks, was but a iham battle, like 
** that of theD oflor, who, when he beat his wife, 
%* faid that he beat half himfelf." A  filly fimile, 
and worthy o f the Bifhop o f Cloyne’s able writer 
Theophilus. Not fatisfied with giving this proof 
o f  their moil ardent defire for the relloration o f 
peace and good order, the prelates alfo gave the 
moil public and fignal proofs o f  a difmterefted- 
nefs worthy o f  the moil apoitolical times : for, 
after declaring that a fmall ilipend was requifite 
for the fupport o f  their clergy, they enjoin, “  that 
“  this ilipend be not exafted with rigour; and 
“  that even if  it be refufed, they are not to re- 
“  fufe their fpiritual afliilance, but to ihew upon 
“  all occafions that zeal, difintereftednefs, and 
“  charity enforced by the gofpel, for the fake 
** o f  which they had made an anticipated facri- 
“  fice o f all the profpedts o f  this life, in their 
“  early days, at the foot o f  the altar.”  N o more 
could have been faid ; no more could have been 
done. Such o f  their clergy as had not been 
forced by violence irom their pariilies, declared 
from their altars, “  that it was for the fandtifica- 
“  tion o f  their own fouls and thofe o f  their flocks, 
“  not for the fake o f  any worldly emolument, 
“  that they took orders -, that they required 
« nothing o f  them but what they themielves 
w wefe willing to give, and that no mercenary 

views would ever hinder them from going day
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[I and mg ht to their aiTiftance, whilft they had 
“  ftrength to perform their funétions.” All were 
unanimous in crying out with the Prophet « I f  it be
on my account that this form is raifed, caft me 'overboard. 
Are thefe then the prelates whom the Biihop of 
Cloyne expofes to the deteftation of fuch as cannot 
explain their co n fe ctio n  oath, which he has trans
lated, in his iixth edition, into Engliih, for the in- 

fruition of the ignorant ? For I fuppofe, his Lordihip 
prefumes that the Peers and Commons of Ireland 
underftand Latin.

Let therefore the zeal, activity, and diiintereft- 
ednefs o f thofe prelates be compared with the 
paffive lilence of the Biihop of Cloyne for the fpace 
o f  fifteen months. And then let the public deter
mine to whom thc community is moft indebted, 
for endeavouring to reftore peace ai\d good order 
to a diftraóted province.

Where are now thofe agitating friars and Romifb 
mijfionanes fent here to farm fedition, and of whom 

, Doótor JVoodward fpeaks in his Poftfcript? I chal
lenge him in the face of the kingdom to produce 
either agitating friar, Romifh mifionary, or farijh 
prieflfent here to form fedition, or who has fawn it.—  
I he Bifhop cannot produce one. He muft then 

prove a negative, which, in his Poftfcript in extenu
ation o f  Theophilus’s Handers, he acknowledges 
hard to be proved. His Lord fh ip perceiving that 
negatives are no proofs, has a recourfe to cafual affir
mations, by faying, "■ Perhaps Theophilus alludes 
“  to Mr. O ’Leary’s Letters, & c .” Here the attack 
is perfonal on Mr. O’Leary, the friar with a barba
rous firname, whofe letters are moft artfully contrived 
to few fedition. So heavy a charge requires a full 
inveftigation, and muft plead my apology with my 
readers for proceeding farther in my defence.
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Previous to the arrival o f  the Catholic prelate* 
in Cork, we were continually alarmed with inlur- 
redtions in the chocefe o f  Cloyne - T h e y  fpread 
gradually; and, as I remarked before, Captain 
Right’s proclamations were at laft polled up againft 
the gates of the chapels o f that city. Tithes, proSors 
and priejis dues, we re alledged as caufes of complaint,
a n d  b e c a m e  t h e  f u b j e c t  o f  g e n e r a 1 c o n v e r s i o n .

T h e common people who ufed to follow their 
pallors into the recettes o f forefts to hear their 
prayers and inftruétions, in times o f perfect ion, nail
ed up chapels, in fome places againft them in the 
very blaze of toleration. The diforders which would 
anfe from fuch proceedings were eafily forefeen j 
and it was requifite that fome_perfons íhould ftep 
forth to ftem the torrent. D odor Mann, the Pro- 
teftant Biihop o f  Cork, was abfent for the benefit 
o f  his health. T he Catholic Biihop o f the fame 
diocefe, the prefent Lord Dunboyne, had been 
under the neceffity of going to Dublin on the death 
o f  the young Lord Dunboyne, his nephew, befoie 
the difturbances broke out in the diocefe o fC o rk . 
T he titular Biihop o f Cloyne, Doctor M  Kenna, 
was finking under the weight o f years, and ignorant 
o f  what happened in his diftridt. And Doctor 
Woodward, who had the adminiftration o f  the tw o 
diocefes, was taken up with r u m m a g i n g  pontificate 
and other old books in order to collect materials 
for his pamplet, whilft the C a t h o l i c  peafantry^were 
flocking to his churches, and the lower orders o f  
the Proteftants going on Sundays to meet the Ca
tholic congregations in his diocefe in order to fwear 
the people and give folidity to the confederacy in 
fupport o f the regulations o f Captain Right. 1  he 
head paftors being thus either abfent, or infirm, or 
inactive, and the flocks daily maddening, who was 
to be applied to ? Or will the Bifhop o f  Cloyne
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•Controvert the maxim, that in danger every perjon ij 
a foldier? The Catholic gentlemen inftead of think
ing of a confederacy againft either church or Hate 
\vitn the affiltance of a foreign power, which fo pften 
haunts the Biihop’s imagination, dreaded that it was 
rather a confederacy againjf them/elves, by affording 
fuch politicians as are inimical to their intereft, an 
opportunity of mifreprefenting them to Govern
ment. In confequencé, after writing to Lord Dun- 
boyne, preiling his return as loon as conveniently 
poffible, they deputed five or fix gentlemen to the 
Catholic Biihop o f  Cloyne, earneltly requefting of 
him to enquire into the complaints alledged by 
fome parifhes in his diocefe, to ufe his efforts with 
the people of his perfualion, in order to reclaim 
them to their duty, and to remove every pretext 
for afperfing the Catholic body, as far as his influ
ence could extend.

Unable, through age and infirmity, to go in per- 
fon, he requefted o f me to take an excurfion into 
the difcontented parifhes. I fet oft in order to allay 
çhe tumults in the diocefe o f Cloyne, the firft in 
{he county where they broke out. Here an extra
ordinary light was exhibited. The common people 
deluded into a belief that by going to church for a 
few Sundays they would be lefs liable to punifh- 
ment, i f  not entirely exempt from it; and autho- 
rifed to carry arms in conjunction with the lower 
dalles o f  Proteftants, to whom Proftors, Tithe-job- 
bers, and the Tithes themfelves had become equally 
obnoxious; under this delufion they flocked in fe- 
veral places to the Churches, and as they had not 
David’s Pfalms in metre, they chofe the old ballad 
pf Patrick's Day in the Morning, for an Anthem, and 
got a piper to play it as a voluntary on his favourite 
Organ, as a preparation for divine fervice, in ap
proaching the houfe of worfhip. The Marriage of

Figaros
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Figaro reprefented on the French Stage did not raife 
more humour, nor attract more fpeótators, than did 
this extraordinary' marriage o f the Paddereen and the 
Common Prayer-book, in the diocefe o f Cloyne. 
wives are remarkably fond o f  their hufbands, and 
follow them wherever they go. Upon this occaiion 
they gave fignal proofs o f their conftancy and at- 
tachment.Joan followed Darby, and Judy followed 
Paddy to Church, where the gay and unthinking 
were highlydiverted with the novel fpectacle o ïhands 
thruft into theBaptifmalfont, in order to fprinkle about 
the holy water ; and beads drawn out near the Commu
nion table, to reckon Ave Marias. T o  the gay and un
thinking it was like an after-piece which creates 
humour, in order to relieve the mind from the 
impreilions o f terror and pity, which it had receiv
ed during the reprefentation o f  fome ferious drama ; 
but to me it appeared as a prelude to a tragedy.— It 
ftruck the ferious and fenfible gentlemen o f  both
religions in the fame light.

I am happy in an extenfive acquaintance, and 
(till more fo that the Proteftant gentlemen were 
convinced o f the uprightnefs o f my intentions, for 
m y fituation was delicate, and without their con
currence my endeavours would have proved abor
tive. They had previous notice o f  my arrival in their 
refpedtive diftridts through which I intended to 
pafs; and I rejoiced in the full ailuranee o f  their 
co-operation. On a Sunday I arrived in a parifh o f 
D o c t o r  W oodward’s diocefe. —  The parifh Chapel 
was quite deferted. The Prieit was abandoned by his 
flock, and the deluded multitude, lull’d into a falfe 
fecurity, crowded to the Proteitant Church as to an. 
afylum o f  impunity.— Thus in former times when 
the privilege o f  the fandtuary was pleaded, male
factors flocked to the temples as a fhelter againft
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the purfuits o f violated juftice.— I coniidered a 
crow d o f peafants adtualed by fefentment, brooding 
over forne wild fcheme, preparing for nightly ex- 
curiions, and yet faying their beads up near the 
Communion-table, as the abomination of defolation in 
the holy place% mentioned by the Prophet Daniel, 
In every bead I figured to rnyfelf the warhoop o f a 
Mexican, ready to found the noóturnal charge ; or 
rhe majfy club o f an Indian, foon to be ornamented 
with a Proftor's fcalp.

I muft, however, do this juftice to theProteftant 
clergy, in w hole churches this religious farce was 
carried on, that they did not like fuch proceedings. 
— They in reality could have faid with the Pfalmift, 
Ton have multiplied the people, but you have not en- 
creáfedour joy. MuItiplicafi gent emffed non magnifuajii 
hetitiam But what could they do? They had no 
directions from Doótor Woodward to ihut the doors 
o f the churches againft people who had lhaken off 
every fubordination to their own paftors. But that 
then was the time for the Biihop himfclf to appear, 
is not only my opinion and that o f every rational, 
man with whom 1 have convers’d on the fubjeít, 
but will alfo be the opinion of every man o f common 
fenfe who ftiall read this narrative. He ihould have' 
publiihed a paftoral letter upon the occaiion, and re
commended to his clergy not to permit their houfes 
o f worfhip to be changed into beargardens, crowd
ed with a mobility, affembled for the purpofe of 
making a farce o f religion.

Had I been in his iituation at that time, inftead 
of tali auxilio nec defenfnbus ijîis, I would have 
thought it no diihonour to ftandatthe door o f  the 
Church, on the right hand of Mr. O ’Leary, and 
to harangue the deluded multitude in the follow
ing manner :
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“  M y good people,

tc I am a Proteilant Biihop, and you, as it ap-
*  pears, are Roman Catholics. It would be my 
"  glory, my comfort and joy to bring all ftrayed 
"  Ih'eep into my fold, to enlighten them with the 
4X rays o f the gofpel, to difpel the clouds of error, 
“  and to énlarge the kingdom o f  truth. It is tny

wifh, and my fincere wiih ;— it is the wifh o f  
c< every honeft man who thinks himfelf in the right 
“  way, to wiih the fame happinefs to his felow - 
u creature. It was the wiih o f  Saint Paul that his 
“  hearers were not only ahnofty but altogether Chrif-
*  tians. And it is my wiih that you were nor 
*( only ahnojl, but altogether Proteftafits- of the H igh- 
44 church. It is the wiih o f charity* and i f  charity 
4t were baniihed from the hearts o f  afl other mor- 
u tals, it ihould find its laft retreat in the heart of a 
“  Bishop.— Where I then convinced o f  the ftncrerity 
“  o f  your motives, I would be not only the firft ta  
cc unlock the gates o f  this church, in order to give 
<c you admittance, but I would be the firft to go to 
cc meet you at a diftance. But as bad motives pol- 
fc lute the beft o f  actions, and as it is not from con- 
u viction o f  truth, nor a defire to afpire to a higher 
“  degree o f  perfecftion, that you crowd about m f 
<c houfe o f  worfliip, but from a finifter deiign to  
u feek impunity for licentioufnefs, and under the 
u cloak o f a religion, which you do not believe, to
*  conceal the outrages you are intent on cotnmit- 
“  ing, I cannot, in confcience, profane the houfe
* o f  God by the admiflion o f  perfoiis who, per- 
4% haps, to morrow-night, will difturb the peace 
c< o f  the public, and elude laws in the dark, 
u which, in all likelihood, will hereafter puniih 
"  them in the open day ; and remind them, when 
"  too late, o f  the admonition which I now give from 
fr the beft o f  intentions. It is not the chime o f  my
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"  bells, b u t  the blajl o f Captain Right’s horn, 
"  that has kindled in your breafts this jiame of ex- 
if Inordinary devotion, which, perhaps hereafter, 
<c may be extinguished with your blood. Wou’d you 
"  have me change the houfe o f God into a conven

ticle oí fedition ? I fee in yonder crow d an old 
ct man, with a pair o f  beads in his hands. My good 

man, whither are you coming ? Do you intend to 
iC expole yourfelf and me, religion and its temples, 
<f to the deriiion o f the public ? I f  you wou’d come 
"  to my Church, come from conviction, and leave 
ÏC your beads at home, or beftow' them on another.

• "  Y our condud reminds me of an hiftorical paflige 
“  in the Scriptures. AJJyrian col oui fis were tran[planted 
%t to Samariaj t h e y  w o r s h i p e d  t h e i r  i d o l s  a n d  

*c t h e  G o d  o f  I s r a e l  B y  t u r n s  i n  t h e  s a m e  

%t t e m p l e . - * — It is not then a houfe o f worihip, but 
"  a good life, that will fanctify you. Inftill this 

truth in the minds o f  the young people in your 
“  neighbourhood, and caution them againit the 
<c practices oi thole who may engage them in out- 
u rages. If you are not fubmiitive to your own 
c< pallors, but .obftinate to their advice, what good 
“  can I expect from you ? You are now too old to 
u learn, and the generality o f  you all, I am per- 
"  luaded, are not much inclined to alter your creeds. 
"  — I give you tlien the advice iuggjelted by an 
"  amiable Proteihmt Prelate, my brother Biihop 
Cf o f  Clonliirt, in his letter on Sunday Schools, a s  I
f< C A N N O T  L X P E C T  T O  -M A K E G O O D  P R O T E S T A N T S  O F  

<c V O Ü,  T H E R E F O R E  I A D V I S E  Y O U  T O  BE G O O D  

“  C a t h o l i c s .  I f  you have any complaints againft 
<c your own clergy, your Bilhops will redrefs them. 
<f But I  cannot, nor w ill I permit you to come 
u into my churches to erreófc the itandard o f fedi- 
IC tion, when I have every room to believe that you 

have no other motive in view.— Nor can your-s 
“  lei v es reap any benefit from a conduct which
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*  in the çyes of God, is a prevarication. That 
“  God who unfolds the receilcs o f the foul, who 
u rejeils a Jpotied viftim ; and acccpts of no facra- 
u fice butfuch as a lincere, honeft, and pure heart 
,f offers upon his altars— Nor can my churches 
if grant you any fecurity againft the rigour of the 
,f laws. The hand o f juftice reaches into the inmoft 
<c recefles o f the fanctuary. In vain did Joab, a 
i9 mighty man, grafp the corner o f the altar.— H e 
“  was flain by the fword o f  juftice.— And much 
“  more, in vain do you feek for impunity in my 
u houfe of worihip, for the fanftuary itfelf is no 
fc fandtion or ihelter for crimes.— Follow the ad- 
“  vice o f my friend Mr. O ’Leary, w ho is here on 
“  my left hand, as you followed his advice when you 
<c imagined that you had more to exped:, and were 
“  convinced that you had lefs to lofe. And as to 
“  you, my dearly beloved brethen of my own 

communion, how fhall I addrefs you ! I addrefs 
c< you with that confidence which my zeal for the 
(f peace o f fociety, the prefervation o f good order, 
“  and the purity o f  morals fhould infpire. Re- 
<c collect the maxim o f  the Heathen Sage. — A  
“  maxim to which the bleffed Paul has given his 
“  fanélion, E vii communication corrupts goodimrals. 
“  Thefe poor people are wild olive brances going to 
u ingraft thcmfelves on the ftock o f  the Prc- 
<c tcftant religion in appearance.— But alas ! as 
“  they intend to ufe it only as a cloak for temporary 
“  outrages ; they will be foon disjoined without 
“  taking fufficient time to be cicurated and 
“  mellowed by the fap or vital juice wrhich circu- 
“  lates from the ftock through the new inferted 

brances.— You may judge o f  their intentions 
“  by thofe o f fome o f  your own. Has my diocefe 
“  ever exhibited fuch a fpe&acle as was feen in 

~4c-fhe pariih o f  Clonakilty laft Sunday? Pro-
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44 teftants going to a Popijb congregation to fwear 
44 the people to Captain Right's regulations ! Was 
“  it to become Catholics?— N o: neither do thefe 
“  people intend to become Proteftants ; religious 
<4 dittinctions are often loll in the idea of common 
44 oppreilion— I acknowledge it.— And would to 
44 God thev were for ever loft! The vices and 
44 virtues o f all men flow in the fame channels.
44 Their hearts are the fame, though their opinions 
“  be different ; and for thofe opinions to God alone 
44 they arc accountable, I like to fee all the 
44 fubjedts of every defcription in my diocefe well 
44 united. Such an union is the ftrength of the 
41 ftate, and ihould be the glory of a Prelate. —
44 But I forefee that thofe mutual viiits will con- 
“  folidate a confederacy which the fword of the 
44 laws mull cut afunder, to the indifcriminate ruin 
44 of the alïbciatcs. For the edge o f that fword 
44 is lharp and keen, and juftice that handles it, is 
44 painted blind. —  You all complain of proétors,
44 canters, and tithes. I fhall do what lies in 
44 my power to remove every complaint you 
44 may have againft the two firft.— No more can 
44 be expected. But as to titheŝ  they are efta- 
44 blifhed by law.— The legiflature alone can mo- 
44 dify them, or fubftitute an equivalent in their 
44 room. Wait with patience for its decifion;
44 and guard againft proceedings which muft hurt 
44 y o u r  temporal intereft, and injure your con-
44 fciences.------ Or if  any o f  you are already
cc engaged in the confederacy, o f  diforder, break 
14 the engagement o f iniquity, whole ties cannot
44 bind the confcience.------ The peace of God be
4t with you all ” à.?c. & c. & c.

A  difcourfe from a perfon of Doctor Woodward’s 
credit and authority, would have been ot infinite.

Ç  3 confequence
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confequcnce in thc beginning. Or a paftoral letter, 
with an open difcountenance o f  the interchange of 
R e l i g i o u s  v i s i t s ,  would have been produótive of 
the moft falutary effeâs— Principiis objta fero mcdi- 
etna paratur, holds good in politics as well as iij 
phyfic.

One paftoral letter or fcrmon in cighty-fivc, 
would have been worth a thoufand pamphlets in 
eighty-feven, and few perfons are fo well quali
fied for fuch a part o f  the paftoral charge as the 
Bifhop o f Cloyne, had he been as intent upon the 
difcharge o f  that office which Saint Paul enjoins 
on paftors, preach the word, be injlant in feafon, as 
his lordihip was intent on writing a pamphlet out o f 

feqfon.
I fhould never blame Dodtor Woodward for 

writing a pamphlet in favour o f  tithes, which, i f  
I  am well informed, bring him an income o f  eight 
or nine hundred a year.— But he could have written 
his pamphlet without reviving old controverlies, 
and bringing the Catholics and DiiTenters on the 
ftage. Much lefs fhould he have made a perfonal 
attack on me, whom he might have left unnoticed. 
But leaving the Biihop in full poiTeffion o f  his 
tithes, which to me are matters o f  no concern, I 
muft proceed in my defence.

Convinced that the Proteftant gentlemen who 
were acquainted with the uprightnefs o f  my inten
tions, were willing to co-operate with my endea
vours, which had no objeót but the prefervation o f  
public tranquility when divine fervice was over, 
we conferred together ; and preiuming with reafon 
that their femblance o f  a religious conformity, was 
but a majk which covered features, which when ex- 
pofed to view would not exhibit an inviting afpedt, 
we agreed to tear it off, and expofe the wearers to 
their neighbours and themfelves. I exhorted their*

to
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to my utmoft in the moil perfuafive manner, 
adapted to the circumilances.— The magiitrates 
explained the laws with proper comments. The 
people recovered from their delufion, and returned 
peaceably to their duty ; fully determined to deiilt 
from thofe dangerous and romantic enterprizes, 
which would have proved equally deflruitive to 
themfelves and to the peace of the community, had 
not the law o f God, explained by me, and the 
law o f  the land explained by the civil magif- 
trate, checked the progrefs of their pernicious 
career.

Thus, with the concurrence of the Proteilant 
gentlemen and magiilrates, have I begun my 
miiTion in the diocefe o f  Cloyne.— Sedition with 
which mad malevolence has upbraided me, flçd as a 
a routed enemy before me ; whilfl P e a c e  tfrod in 
my ileps and humoured my motions : it embraced 
me fo clofe that like my Jhad/fw> the meridian fun 
could not difcover us ̂ funder. I challenge D odor 
Woodward, or that raving libeller Theophilus, to 
difprove this affertion.

In the interim the Catholic prelates met in 
Cork, and framed thofe regulations fo worthy 
o f  Apoilles, who defpife the* grandeurs, of this 
fleeting world, and "  of whom” agreeable to the words 
o f Saint Paul “  the world is not worthy.”

Their arrival relieved me from iurther trouble ; 
and after bringing on my narative fo far, will 
diipenfe me in future from the neceffity o f fpeaking 
fo much o f myfelf.— A  perfonal attack requires 
a perfonal defence ; and as my conduit has been 
minutely cenfured, I have been under the neceffitv 
o f  entering into a minute detail. My enemies, or 
rather the friends of tithes, to which I have no call̂  
have attempted to brand me with the iligma oi 
/edition. Whoever reads my plain unadorned nar-

C  4 rauve,

( 39 )



rative without prejudice or partiality will acquit n\t 
of the infamous charges.

H ad the Biihop o f  Cloyne been as active in en
forcing peace and fubordination as I have been, 
the fire which was firft kindled in his diocefe, 
would have been extinguished before it encreafed 
to a conflagration.— N or ihould his Lordihip  take 
any offence at my freedom for m aking this re
mark. I only remind him o f  the obligations en
joined on him at his confecration, when he an- 
iwered the following interrogatory. “  W ill you 
if maintain and fet forward, as m uch as fhall lie 
iC in you, quietnefs, love, and peace. a,mong all 
<c men, and fuch as be unquiet, difobedient and 
if criminous, within your diocefe, corredt and 
iC puniíh? Anfwer, I will do fo by the help 
Cf o f  G o d ." *  „  .

G od  and his own confcience can inform him  
how far his filence and inactivity have contributed 
to punijh and correct the unquiet, difobedient and crimi
nous, within his diocefe, in a manner conformable 
to his paftoral charge, and to that gofpel whofe 
author preached nothing but “  glory to God on highy 
and on earth peace towards men o f good w ill”  T h e  
public are now competent to judge, how far his 
pamphlet, has contributed to maintain and Jet 

forward quietnefs, love, and peace among all men.
H ad  he as a pailor, gone forth among his flock; 

or as the Hiftorian done juftice to all parties \ 
he would have difcovered feveral o f  his own 
iheep amongft the fpeckled flock o f  infurgents, 
and not confine them folely to a PopifJj mob.—  
W ere not they proteftants who propofed the 
oaths to the congregation at Clonakilty ? W ere 
they not Proteftants who overran the pariihes o f

Affydowiij
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Affydown, Skibbereen, & c?  Were they not Pro- 
tcftants who headed a party o f four hundred White- 
boys near Butterrant ? The moft refpeólable cri
minals, i f  a criminal can be refpeftabley who w ere 
arraigned before the Judges on the Munfter 
circuit, were Protejiants.— If  from the county o f 
Cork his lordihip had taken an excurlion to the 
county of Kerry, he would find the truth of the 
alfertion made by a gentleman who is both a cler
gyman and a magiftrate, and who bears the happy 
character of uniting the qualities of the three or
ders in his perfon, the liberality of the gentleman, 
the charity of the clergyman, and the juftice and 
uprightness o f the magiftrate. “  Many protef- 
c‘ tants, though I thank my God, moftly of the 
<c lower order,” fays, that gentlemen, “  were en- 
"  gag ed in tendering oaths, in proceffion by day,
<c and in outrages by night, as any other defcrip- 
“  tion of men W 'hatfoevçr. Nay fome o f them 
“  were Captains o f thefe lawlefs corps, and have 
u been obliged to fly from the profecution that 
"  awaited them .’**

W ho could have been more adVive in fupprefling 
thofe tumults than my Lord Kenmare, a Roman 
Catholic nobleman, the tender father of the honeil 
and induftrious tenant, and the juft avenger of 
the injured, without any partial regard to religious 
diftin&ions. Could the public expedt a more ho
nourable teftimony o f hÍ3 condudt, or can there be 
a greater proof o f the contempt in w hich the libe
ral-minded o f  all perfuafions hold feuds and dis
contents on the fcore o f religious creeds, than the 
following addrefs o f thanks voted to him by the 
clergy o f the eftabliihed religion.

T o

*  Short and C iv il A n fw er to the Pam phlet, intitled, ft A n  Addiefs
11 to the N o b ility  and G entry  o f  Ireland.”
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T o  the Right Honourable Lord Vifcount 

K E N M A R E ,  & c.

The Addrefs o f  the C l e r g y ,  o f  the eftablifhed 

Church, aiTembled at Tralee.

** M y  L o r d ,

“ W E  have feen with indignation the 
'* progrefs o f  a deluiion which affedted in its ob- 
« jedt to control the laws o f  the realm— From 
“  the fpreading contagion, every good citizen felt 
,f an encreafmg alarm ; and the tranquility o f the 
“  country was fufpended in the fever o f  the 
u  tirnes*— You, my Lord, came forward in the 
“  crifis.— You led the way in zeal and in vigilance; 
« and borrowing lefs from the ftation you poiTefs’ 

than from the efteem you deferve, you interpof-* 
«  ed an example which had a title to fuccefs : by 
“  fuch an exertion, and by the native energy o f  
“  violated juftice, we truft'that the growing m if, 
«  chief has been effe&ually repelled. W e owe you 
“  our acknowledgments, and in the hour o f  fub- 
*« Tiding tumult, we thank you for the profped o f  
“  repofe. T o  fome minds there is a confcious fa- 
“  tisfailion, which exceeds every other meafure o f  
“  reward; yet my Lord, to the'teftimony o f  your 
"  own feelings, you will not refufe to join the tri- 
“  bute o f  general applaufe.

“  Tralee, Oflober the 4th, 1-786.

*  M A U R IC E  CR O SB IE , Dean o f  Limerick,

“  and Reaor of Caftlç.Ifland, &c.”
*

Can



( 43 )
Can then any man of honour or confeicnce fay 

with the unconfcientious Theophilus, that the infur-  
gents are all Papifis ? Or is it not a falfehood 
bordering upon blafphemy, * for that fhmderer to 
fay, “  That the parilh priefts are in a confederacy 
“  with their flocks, in order to plunder the Protef- 
“  tant clergy o f their tithes, and to appropriate to 
“  themfelves a covipenj'ation for a b fo lu tio n Thefc 
paftors have fu fie red more than any in the ihip*. 
wreck— .Was not a Father Burke obliged to quit 
his parifh, the fame day rhat Archdeacon Tilda! 
quitted his ? Were not balls fired at one Father 
Sheehy ? Were not two clergymen, one a Secular, 
and the other Regular, robbed the fame night of 
their wearing apparel ? Another parilh prieft, a 
venerable old man, who was never charged with 
aiiy extortions, and who in my own prefence, 
challenged his congregation to bring forward any 
charge againft him, was robbed o f what little he 
had to fupport him in his old age, even o f his very 
bed. Another on fufpicion of having brought the 
army to his congregation to prevent the deluded 
people from fwearing, was on the point o f being 
torn limb from limb, at his altar, had not a gen
tleman itepped forward and faid, that he himfelf 
was the perfon who had applied to the magiftrate 
for the purpofe. The gentleman himfelf narrowly 
efcaped with his life, through the interpofition o f 
the Vicar-gcneral, who had the prcfence o f  mind 
to ftep with the Crucrifix in his hand between the 
gentleman and the enraged multitude, crying out 
to them with a loud voice, I  conjure you in the 
name of that God who/e image I  hold, not to pollute his 
altar with murder.

h

*  T h o fe  words arc not contradi&ed by thc B iihopn



Is it pofiible that a man could be fo callous to 
the feelings o f  honour, and fo impenetrable to 
the impreffions o f  truth, as to obtrude on the 
public fuch barefaced flanders as Theophilus has 
done ? Could not his zeal againft Popery, and 
that unprovoked vengeance, the offspring o f  the 
Demons o f  night, be fufficiently glutted with the 
perfecution which defencelels men luffer from 
their own, without blackening their character ? 
O r could the Biihop o f Cloyne, who is prefumed 
not to be ignorant o f  tranfa&ions which happen- 
both in his own and the other diocefe committed 
to his care, excufe Theophilus in faying with 
fuch fangfroid, that an apprehenfion for the fafety of 
religion w ill naturally excite a warmth. W ill zeal 
for rel'gion juftify  what nature and religion 
condemi ? O r did the Biihop o f  Cloyne ima
gine that I could be fo diverted o f  honour, or fo 
indifferent to my charafter, as not to caft a light 
upon the fubject, when once his pamphlet in 
which I am fo grofsly mifreprefented, would fall 
into my hands ? The infurgents then were of every 
defcription o f  the lower orders. They made no 
diftindtion between the clergy o f  either religion, 
when once they became obnoxious to them. 
T heir creeds were different, but they all equally 
complained o f  tithes and tithe jobbers, whom the 
Biihop in his great charity, calls the agents and fer- 
vants of the clergy. I could add to the number or 
the perfecuted Roman Catholic clergymen o f  this 
county, feveral againft whom the parifhioners 
fwore, and whofe mafles they have not heard, in 
the long.fpace o f  fourteen months.

There are powerful Proteftant peers in the 
county o f  Cork : the Biihopof Cloyne by his pro- 
feflion is o f  the number.— And yet thofe perfecut
ed, defencelefs Roman Catholic clergymen had
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it not in their power to vote a grateful and Well 
penned add refs to the nobility o f  that county 
for their favourable and timely interpofition, as 
the Proteftant clergy had voted one to a Catholic 
Nobleman. No :— Cork is the only county in 
Ireland, where a temporal peer attacked a fecular 
prieft with a cane -, and where a fpiritual peer has 
made fo extraordinary and an unprovoked attack on 
a regular clergyman with tht  pen.

Glorious triumphs indeed! Battles worthy 
to be recorded in hiftories, written in golden cha
racters, in paper preferred with Cedar juice! Hifioria 
H)cre aureœ cedroque digna !

How far the Biihop of Cloyne’s hiftory de- 
ferves fuch an honour, may be conjectured by 
his account o f the infurre&ions, in which he en
larges on the perfecutions o f the Proteftant 
clergy, without mentioning a word o f the fuffer- 
ings of the Catholic paftors. H e fpeaks o f a 
Popifh mob,— But why does he not fpeak out, and 
unfold the hiftorical page, from one margin ta 
the other ?— W hy does he leave fo many blanks 
for me to fill up ? Or, has he attempted the 
tragedy o f Oreftes, when he placed the Proteftant 
fufferers in t h front, why did not he place the 
Catholic-fufferers on the back of the page, and 
finiih the piece ? Scriptus et integro nebtum fnitus 
Oreftes. Did not the Catholic prieft fuffer as
well as the Proteftant minifter, only that he 
had not fo much to lofe, nor the fame expecta
tion of beins: reimburfed ? Was not the Catho- 
lie farmer as ill-treated as the Proteftant ? Or 
were there two different founds in Captain Right's 
horn ? 44 Arms were taken out o f the hands of
4fc Proteftants, fays the Biíhop, I afk by whom ? 
Is he fure that the hand that wrefted them from 
the Proteftants, ever made the fign o f  the crofs ?

Beds,
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Beds, cJoaths, and money were taken from the 
Catholic clergy.-— W ho took them from thofe 
men, to whom (according to the Bilhop’s favourite 
T. heophilus,) the Catholic laity -ûre Jlàves ? I mtift 
however do the Biihop the juftice that he aíligns 
as a partial caufe o f  the infurrécitions M The con* 
w nivmce o f  fome members o f  the eftabOfhed 
w church, the iupirreneis o f  more, the timidity 
“  o f  the generality o f  magiftrat-es, a corrupt 
“  encouragement o f  thofe lawlefs adts in n o r  a 
46 few.”  I am extremely thankful to his Lordïhip 
for this figure o f  rhetoric, called a climax. It 
is an evident confefiion on his part* that the 
gentlemen o f  the eftablifhed church were under 
no apprehenfion o f  its danger, much lefs o f the 
overthrow o f  the ftate by a Popifh mob : but I am 
doubtful whether they will be fo thankful to him for 
bringing them forward as confederates in the 
inlurreótions, by connivance and encouragement.—  
I  entertain a better opinion o f  them. Their 

fupinenefs then mult have originated in a con* 
viétion that the poor cottagers and the griping 
tithe jobbers did not Hand upon favourable terms 
with each other ; and that in the conflict 
far  a potatoe or fheaf o f  corn, the Proteftant 
gentlemen would not regret i f  the latter *were 
worited. Ib ey  had their properties and con- 
fecjuence to hazard in cafe o f  a revolution :—  
and had their imaginations been haunted with the 
gloom y fpectres which Doótor Woodward now 
raifes all over the kingdom, they would have 
been more adtive and vigilant ; though thev 
have not read the Roman Pontifierai with that 
attention which Doftor Woodward had beftowed 
on it, to find out the Catholic Bifhop’s con- 
feoratron oath ; yet common fenfe and the 
knowledge o f  the world informed them, that

there



there was no danger o f  the Protcjiant ajceitu 
dancy, from a Popijh mob, ajjijted by a foreign 
power,

When Do&or Woodward promifed in the title 
page of his pamphlet, a General Account of the In* 

furreftions in Munjter, we little expeóted a ihort 
martyrology of two or three pages, announcing 
threats to burn new churches, which are ft ill Hand
ing, and have no elements to refift but wind and 
rain: Old churcfes to be changed into mafs houfes* 
which have not yet been fprinklcd with holy-wa
teri the tongues of clergymen to be cut outy which 
tongues have not yet loft their ipring ; and other 
alarming menaces, for which he acknowledges to 
have no other voucher, but a paper he rec-eivtd from 
Cork. Thus the boafting poet in Horace promifed 
a mighty defcription o f  the feats and achievements 
performed before the walls o f  Troy. 44 Fortunam 
Priami caittabo et nobzle helium ”

T h e mountain was in labour (faid the Poet) and 
was delivered o f a moufe. —  From great promifes 
ot A  General Account of the Rife and Progrefs o f the 
Infurrtùïions in Munfier, we expeóted mighty mat
ters-—  W e expeiled that the dignified hiftorian* 
would not be content with moiftening the nib o f 
his pen with a imall drop, without dipping it 
deeper into his inkpot.— W e had room to expeft 
that he would lay open the fources o f information* 
dojuftice to all parties, and be religioufly accurate 
in his defcriptions. H e talks o f  aPopifb mob, tak
ing arms out of the hands of Protefiants.—  A  cburt/b 
nailed up.— -A new church threatened to be burnt, i f  
•an old church was not left for the purpofe o f being 
changed into a mafs-houfe, “ And veftries controul*- 
44 ed in fuch a manner as not to afford element 
4‘ for the Communion, though the Catholics are

excluded from having votes when thefe veftries
44 are
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** are held.” — Thofe fa£ts, and the threats already 
mentioned, make up this interefting and “  Gene- 
“  ral Account o f the Rife and Progrefs of the 
“  Infurreftions in Munfter —  and from fuch 
faóts who would not infer that the overthrow of 
the eftabliihed religion was meditated by the Ca
tholics. It muft be the author’s meaning and drift 
to create fuch a belief in the minds of his readers, 
or there is no meaning in what he writes.— W h y  
does not he mention the chapels that were nailed 
up— the Catholic clergy who fuffered— the reduc
tion o f their accuftomed dues— the Proteftants 
who headed the infurgents —  his own churches 
reforted to as to fo many afylums, in order to elude 
the laws— the motives and fprings o f their diffe
rent tranfaftions— the rife o f the evil, and the ap
plication o f  the remedy.

H e informs us that Donoghmore church was nailed, 
up-, and leaves his reader to look at the nails 
without pointing out to the hand that drove them 
in, having pievioufly fo deeply impreffed his 
mind with the terrors of Popery, as to make him 
guefs that a Popiih hand had raifed the hammer.

T he Biíhop could not be ignorant o f  the cir- 
cumftances which gave rife to this tranfaótion.—  
H e  knows that the Proteftant clergyman o f  that 
pariih was beloved in the place, and had a great 
cumber o f  powerful friends. The Biihop o f Cloy ne 
appointed another clergyman to officiate in his 
room. This was not agreeable to the parifhioners. 
W hen the ftrange clergyman came on a Sunday 
morning to the church, he found it nailed up. 
L e t  the reader draw the inference. The Biihop 
Ihould have either, not mentioned the church of 
Dcnoghmore, or not omitted this circumftance, 
which would either lead his reader into a know
ledge that either the Proteftant paiiihioners nailed

up
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up the church, or if  there were any Catholics 
amongft them, that it was not from a defign to 
invade the church, but from a love for the clergy
man who was to quit the pariih. But this manner 
o f  relating faóts would not anfwer Doctor W ood
ward's end. He mentions “  a clergyman at whom 
“  Hones were thrown whilft he was officiating, and 
<c who would have been murdered by a neigh- 
u  bouring p o p i s h  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  but for a mef- 
“  fenger who was difpatched from the fame con- 
<c gregation to inform him o f the danger.5* I am 
not a perfon o f fuch a caviling difpofition as to 
deny faits, except when I have fufficient evidence 
to difprove them. But if  the Biihop had related 
all the circumftances relative to the above tranf- 
aátion, the reader would attribute it to fome caufe 
different from the defign o f a popifh confederacy 
to overturn the eftablifhed church.

In relating this tranfaition, which a Catholic 
would hold in the fame deteilation in which a Pro
teftant would hold it, has the Biihop, as a candid 
hiftorian, informed his readers that previous to 
this inlult there had been an unhappy affray ? A  
warrant, which the parifhioners of both religions 
deemed illegal, had been iffued in order to levy 
church rates, after a manner to which the pa
rifhioners had not been accuftomed. As far as I 
have been informed, the rates were to be levied 
on plough-lands, inftead o f  having recourfe to 
the ufual mode. T he people refitted, and in the 
refiftance two o f the parifhioners unfortunately 
loft their lives. T h e  killers were indidted for 
murder. The bills were ignor'd. This exafperated 
the people. Their minds (till in a ferment— a new 
clergyman was fent to officiate in the pariih. They 
were more dilpofed in favour of his predeceiTor : 
Whilft the clergyman was reading prayers, a boy,
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perhaps a fon to one o f the men who had been 
killed, began to throw ftones, and was immediately 
hindered.— As to thefaft that the men were killed, 
I appeal to the Bifhop himfelf ; though I do not 
think he would be glad the affair ihould be 
brought before the court o f K in g ’s bench, as 
blood ihed on the fcore o f  confecrated goods, has 
always wounded the clerical profeflion in every 
age, and in every nation.— A s  to the circumftan- 
ces, I am not acquainted with the minute detail 
o f  them. For the truth o f  the above account, I 
appeal to the Proteftant gentlemen in the neigh
bourhood o f  Ballivoorna. When he talks o f the 
reduétion o f  the tithes in the foregoing diftrift, 
the Biihop and I relate the fame fa£ts ; but our 
inferences are different-~-He relates bare fafts, 
■without mentioning one fingle circumftance which 
may determine the reader’s judgment in favour o f  
an injured and mifrep refen ted people. H is only 
objedt through the courfe o f  his pamphlet, is to 
prove, what no man o f fenfe in Ireland believes, 
v iz . T h e  C h u r c h  o f  I r e l a n d  i s  a t  t h i s  p r e 

s e n t  M O M E N T  I N  I M M I N E N T  D A N G E R  O F  S U B V E R 

S I O N .

I f  fatts, fuch as are related by the Biihop, were 
really believed, they certainly would be very al
arming. But when related with their concomitant 
circumftances, and the motives that gave them 
rife, the phantom vanifhes. The candid reader will 
infer from the above fa ft ,  that the attack on the 
clergyman was not a Popifh confederacy again ft the 
eftablifhed religion, but an ebullition o f  pafiion oc- 
cafioned by refentment. W hen Pope Alexander 
the Sixth, ordered fix cardinals to be fowed up in 
a bag, and caft into the T yb er, none but a fool 
can imagine that it was with a view to overthrow 
their religion ; and no wife man will conftrue it



îrlto a plot againft the church. Two or three ftones 
are thrown at a clergyman by a boy, after feeing 
the mangled body o f his father ftretched dead in 
a field, in confequence o f a conteft about eccle- 
fiaftical dues: However unjuftifiable the infult, 
the Bifhop muft certainly have piercing eyes when 
he difcovers every one's religion in a crowd— Or 
when he confounds the religions o f  all who were 
concerned in the tumults o f the South, and amal
gamates or unites them into one Popijh mafs : wre 
can therefore literally apply to the Hiftorian of the

•Whiteboys, the remark made on Cambden, who 
from partiality to his nation, had both eyes open 
when he wrote o f  the Engliih, one eye ihut when 
he wrote o f  the Scotch, but was quite blind when 
be wrote o f the Iriih.

Angligenus oculis pcrluftras Camdene duobus ;

Monoculus Scotes : Cet us Hibernos.

Hitherto the Biihop has kept us outfide the 
doors o f his churches. Let us now follow him into 
the fandtuary.— H e talks o f 44 Veftries being in- 
<c timidated by the Whiteboys from granting mo- 
44 ney for the purchafe of elements for the H oly 
44 Communion.

How many Veflrits have they intimidated? Or 
was this intimidation a Popifh confederacy, to over
turn the eltabliihed religion by extinguiftiing fer
vor and devotion ? I do not perceive this extraor
dinary zeal for the Sacraments amongft either 
Catholics or Proteftants which gives the minified 
o f  religion room to complain o f  the great cori- 
fumption o f facramental wine, and confecrated 
bread. T he more they lee their inftrui5tors attach
ed tó the world, the contempt o f  which they are 
bound to enforce -9 the more they feem intent upon

D  2 found-
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founding the trumpet o f  religious war, on the 
fcore o f  fpeculative tenets, which furpafs the 
compreheniion o f the multitude, and negleót cha
rity, peace and humanity, which are within the 
reach of a ll;  the more the laity perceive the mi- 
nifters o f a religion which is the offspring of 
Heaven, intent upon fixing its root in the earthy 
the more they will relax in their fervor, and be 
inclined to believe “  that the facred miniltry is a 
46 kind of craft in the hands o f  Jkilful interejled men, 
“  who for the fake o f  lucre and emolument, would 
“  preach up Chrift in Europe, and Diana at Ephe- 
cc fus, had they lived in the time o f Demetrius, 
<c the filverfmith, who complained that.his trade 
“  would be loft i f  the temple o f the Goddefs was 
“  deferred.”  His Lordfhip knows that thefe are 
the obloquies and reproaches oi  cur modern deifls 
and free-thinkers.

H e knows that in every age, people have availed 
themfelves o f obloquies and reproaches againft 
the clergy, and alledged them as a caufe o f  repa
ration from his church, as well as from rpine. T h e  
beft method o f  filencing the voice o f  obloquy 
raifed againft the minifters o f  religion, is a conduit 
marked with that charity and difinter eft nefs which 
the public are entitled to expert from perfons o f  
their facred functions. H ow  far the Biihop o f  
Cloyne’s pamphlet has contributed to vindicate 
the clerical profeffion from fuch afperfions, and to 
prove that the .minifter’s o f  the Gofpel are the 
moft charitable and difinterefied mortals on earth, 
let his readers judge. H e is a minute Hiftorian 
who is not fatisfied with informing his readers that 
the Whiteboys intimidating Veflries from collecting 
church rates, without alarming the piety o f  the 
devouteft fouls, by threatening them with a fpi-

ritual
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ritual famine from PopiJfj plunderers, who deprive 
them o f the elements for the Holy Communion.

I f  the Biihop had been as accurate in enume
rating all the traniaftions o f the Munfter peafant- 
ry, as he has been in his detail o f churches and 
elements, more figures would rife to view on his 
hiftorical canvafs, for in the groupe would appear 
perjecuted pricjls and deferted chapels. He has paint
ed one fide o f the face and ihadowed the other.—  
It is incumbent on me to iupply the defeft. When 
my readers are acquainted with my motives, and 
the reafons which induce me to enter into fo mi
nute a detail, they will excufe my prolixity.

The character of the nation has been injured in 
foreign countries, where we are confidered as in a 
ftate o f  barbarifm and rebellion, in confequence 
o f  the exaggerated accounts induftrioufly circu
lated in the public prints, fince the beginning o f 
the diilurbances. As the Bilhop o f Cloyne’s 
pamphlet-has been read at St. James’s, his Majefty 
muft entertain an extraordinary opinion o f the 
Difienters and Catholics of Ireland. The Iriili 
Catholics in particular, are obje&s o f deteftation 
all over Great-Britain, in confequence o f Theo- 
philus’s addrefs, the marrow o f which is inferted 
in the Monthly Review tor January 1787, which 
fell into my hands the day I fat down to write 
this defence, 44 the difturbances in Ireland are the 
44 refult o f  a Popiih confederacy, cemented by 
44 Popiih clergymen, and their votaries, with a 
44 deiign to overturn the eitabliíhed religion. ■ 
44 A ll thefe misfortunes flow from a relaxation ot 
44 the Popery Laws, as from their genuine fource,
44 &c. & c .”  .

I am then indifpenfably bound to undeceive the 
public both in Ireland, and wherever elie this 
pamphlet may appear. Juftice to my country, to
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the Iriih Catholics, and to myfelf, requires an 
exaét and minute detail.

A  pitched battle, in which ten thoufand on each 
fide had fallen in the field, has not employed fo 
many pens, nor occafioned fuch alarms, as the 
mighty excurfions o f Captain R ight’s iorces.—  
They difturbed the peace o f the community, it is 
true; and for this they are ju llly  cenfured, and 
juftly puniihable. They collected money in two 
or three places, for the fupport of their confede
rates who were in gaol. N o perfon exculpates 
them for this ill-dire£ted benevolence; but if  they 
forced it from the people whofe relations were in 
gaol, they deferved death. There was one man, I 
acknowledge, cruelly and barbaroufly murdered 
in the county o f  Tipperary : at this murder hu
manity ihudders; there was a refpeitable clergy
man o f  the eftabli(hed church, the Rev. M r. Ryan, 
moft cruelly uied; the Rev. M r. Hare, was way
laid and efcaped. In the county o f  Cork,, the Rev. 
D r. Atterbury was forced to iwear to the Right- 
boys table of tithe-rates, but received no other 
in jury; the Rev. M r. Mayne had l'ome o f  his 
out-houfes burned ; the Rev. M r. Kenny, from 
terror quitted his habitation ; and Archdeacon 
Tifdall, with FatherBurke, the prieft o f the pariih, 
in which both refided, took fhelter in Cork ; the 
R e v . M r. Browne had two or three horfes crop
ped. A l l  thefe gentlemen, Mr. Burke excepted, 
are the clergymen o f  the eftabliihed church.—  
There was not a fenfible Catholic in the county 
o f  Cork that did not condemn and deteft the ufage 
given them, and the more fo, as fome o f  them are 
confidered as fathers to the poor. T h e Biihop o f  
Cloyne upbraids me with uttering panegyricks 
on fome o f  the Proteftant clergy.— But equally 
indifferent to his cenfure or applaufe, I  fhall ever

pay



pay tribute to merit. Sorry am I, as an Hiftorian 
and a man of feelings, that he has not enumerated 
the Cathojic clergymen, who were equal iufferers 
in the florin. His readers would then be of opi
nion, that the Right-boys were as hoftile to the 
Church of Rome, as to the eftabliihed religion.

In the long fpace of fifteen months, whilft the 
difturbances continued, until the prefent Earl of 
Carhampton, (then Lord Luttrell) came to M un- 
íter, 1 never heard of any murder committed by 
the Whife-boys. I f  there has been any, I lhall 
relate it in a future edition of this pamphlet.

Every robbery, every outrage has been attribu
ted to thofe deluded and unhappy people. And to 
my furprife, f i f  lurprifed 1 could be, after fo many 
falfehoods propagated from the county where I 
yefidej on my arrival in Dublin, what Ihould I 
read but an account o f  four hundred White-boys 
attacking officers o f the army, near Cork. Three 
nights before I fet off from that city, we had an 
account of this extraordinary encounter. A n  
officer on his return from the fports of the field, 
for want o f other game, flhot a peafant s dog: 
before he had time to recharge his piece, the aóhve 
clown v/ith bis ftick, revenged the death of the 
ouardian o f his cabbin. This brought on an 
affray.— This affray was conftrued into Whiteboy- 
ifin ; and had there not been a Whiteboy or a Rigbt- 
boy in the world, touch me, touch my dog would be 
a Handing maxim with an Irijh pea/ant. He com
monly anfwers one queltion with another, and re
tu rn sblow for blow. This laft part of his educa
tion he received from the inftinftof nature, which 
is forwarded by the Irijh foil, fo favourable to the 
growth o f valour. I f  he was guilty oi no other 
fault but that o f refenting an unprovoked injury, 
with a ftroke o f Shilelah, the nobility and gentry

D 4 ' ot
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o f  Ireland would not blame him much. T h ey
themfeives are remarkable for bravery -, and their 
character is not to be iniulted with impunity.

Far be it from me to countenance diforder. But 
I muft make allowance for the pallions o f man.—  
M y feelings are hurt when I fee every trifling fcuf- 
fle magnified into rebellion againji theJlate, and every 
murmur againft a proótor or tithe-jobber exagge
rated into a confederacy againji the church: to the dis
credit o f  the county o f Cork, in particular, every, 
dwarf was metamorphofed into a giant. Tithe*- 
jobbers, frrained every nerve to alarm the fears o f  
Government, in order to fecure themfeives in their 
extortions, by painting the deluded peafantry as 
unworthy of the leaít compaffion. In the reverend 
author o f  the letter found on the road between Cork 
anu ClogLnakilty, addrejfed to D r« O5Leary, they 
found a favourite hiftorian, who, in peafants goino* 
before day for fand to manure their fpots o f  
ground, could difcover Orlando's and Orfons. 
T h e  fport ot fchool-boys was magnified into 
fieges. In Monkftown, where ladies and gentle
men pafs a good part o f  the fummer for the bene
fit of bathing, what uproars and alar ins ! T w o wags, 
for the fake o f  diverfion, founded an old horn°in 
the dead o f the night, and threw all the ladies 
and gentlemen into a panic. In the fpace o f  
three weeks this noótumal fport was reprefented 
in the diitant prints as a ferious blockade by Capt. 
Right, at the head o f  five hundred men. In this 
manner, at a diftance from the fcene o f  adtion, 
were numbers alarmed at the report o f  the taking 
o f Umbrage §. T o  give a hiftory o f  the falfe ac

( 5 6  )

counts

s A s  the words require an explanation, for the inflruftion o f  feve-

fiW ; m ir k ,TT 1 when il Was reP ° ried in  the papers that 
t h *  French had taken U m b r a g e  at the proceedings o f  the E n g liih ,”
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counts propagated in the public papers, and of the 
manœuvres of tithe-dealers, would be an endlefs 
talk. I mult haften to the ve/tries, as the Biihop 
complains that they iC were intimidated from pur- 
“  chafing the elements for the holy communion.”

I have not heard but of one veftry in his diocefe,
. relative to which there h ŝ been any intimidation. 

The people who complained o f tithes complained 
alfo o f the rife o f parijb rates, and requefted the 
gentleman who had the fuperintcndance o f the 
veftry, not to increafe them. In the year eighty> 
•church-rates in fome parts o f the diocefe of Cloyne 
were but i /. 2s. 6d. Whereas in the year 1786, 
they were increafed to 2/. os. Gd. in fome places. 
Both Proteftants and Catholics, finding that their 
piety did not incre^fe iji proportion to the rapid 
rife o f the ecclefiaftical revenues, and that the 
clergy were not more holy and difinterefied in the 
year eigbty-Jix, than they were in the year eighty, 
thought fit that fanclity fhould not be fo much 
diftanced by the price o f fanftification. They 
brought both within nearer view of each other. 
And hence this myftery o f popery controlling 
veftries, and depriving fouls who did not chufe to 
pay too much for their canonization, is unravelled. 
W ith regard to the notice ordering a church to be 
left for a mafs-houfe, and threats to burn a new 
one, I ridiculed the very idea o f  it in my laft 
addrefs to the white-boys. He fays that "  they 
cc bound themfelves by oath, in prefence of the 
"  church-wardens, to burn the new church, if  the

old one was not left for a mafs-houje.”  Who
were

fome wifcacres imagined that U m b r a g e  v a s  the name o f  fome great 
ci ty.  T h e  miftake o f  the meaning o f  the word often leads into error. 
A n d  o f  this error thofe are guilty who confound whiteboyilm witU a 
popiih confederacy.
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were thofe who bound themfelves by oath to 
commit fuch a deed ? Does his church-wardens 
know them? I f  they do, let them bring then? 
forth to juftice ? If they do not know them, how 
do they know their religion ? Have they fulfilled 
their engagement ? Was mafs faid in the old 
church? Is the new church burnt? Is it 
likely, that a fet o f  men who have not heard 
prayers from their own partors in the long fpace 
o f  fourteen months, and who had flocked to his 
churches for the fake p f impunity, would, as I 
remarked in my letter to them, indulge fuch 
fervour, as to have a church for a mafs-houfe, and 
die martyrs to devotion 1— Apage nugæ !

I f  the Biihop believes this a ferious affair, I 
applaud him for the ftrength o f  his faith. U n
der apprehenfions o f  terror, the imagination 
realizes phantoms. W e read in hiftory that armies 
in the dead o f  the night encamped on the fummit 
o f  a] hill, imagining that the enemies were drawn 
up in battle array in a diltant plain*. The out- 
fcouts at the dawn o f  day difcovered, to their fur- 
prife, that it was an extenfive field, covered with 
overgrown thirties, nodding with the breeze, and 
feeming to beckon to their purfuers to advance. 
D oftor Woodward’s imagination creates fimilar 
foes. Nor can we difcover any danger to the 
Bifhops old or nezv church, except what he figures to 
him felfin his pamphlet.

But will Mr. O ’Leary deny that fuch notices 
were ported up, or that fuch letters, threatening to cut 
out tongues, & .  were written ? By no means.-—  
M r. O ’Leary is not inclined to controvert fads 
vouched by the Biihop’s authority, except when

he

•  T h e  army o f  the princes in the reign o f  L e v .il the E leventh . 
See Father D an ie l’» H iftory o f  Fxance.
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he has fails to counterbalance them. In that 
cafe he humbly takes the liberty of being guided 
by his own judgment. He does not believe the Pope’s 
infallibility ; much lefs will he place infallibility in 
the Biihop of Cloyne’s oracles even when he deli
vers them from his tripod. But he is humbly 
o f  opinion that fuch notices and letters came from 
other quarters. Tithe-pro&ors, tithe-jobbers, and 
others were interfiled in alarming the nation, and 
awakening the fears of Government. They dread
ed the lead alteration in the prefent fyftem, and 
knew that the beft method to fecure fuccefs to their 
plan, was to blacken, as much as poffible, deluded 
men who were already but too obnoxious. Hence 
the exaggerated accounts of the white-boys circu
lated in the diftant prints : all provilions, and 
^very communication between town and c o u n try -  
cut off.— Yet our markets were fupplied as ufual.

A  lady o f  confequence, who Ipends her time 
and income in encouraging arts and manufac
tures ; on whofe eftate the little girl of five earns 
her bread by knitting ; whofe tenants wear fhoes 
and ftockings, clean ihirts and warm frize, whilfl 
the tenants of feveral are fhivering with cold and 
pinching with hunger ; wrho, when the peafant 
dies, gives the warm cabin, and a fpot of ground 
rent-free to the widow and orphans, until the eldeft 
fon is able to provide for them ; who has diifufed 
a fpirit o f  induftry and vigour amongft the naked 
and unemployed inhabitants of barren rocks ; and 
wTho, like another Zenobia, has a manly heart in a
female breaft :------ this lady intended to drain part
o f a lake, in order to enlarge her improvements. 
A  grateful peafantry flocked to the work. It was 
enough. W e foon read in the diftant papers that 
a thoufand white-boys had thrown up intrenchoaents,
and had formed a regular e n c a m o m e n t  upon her

lands.
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lands. Numberlefs falfehoods have been induftri- 
oufiy propagated, to the diihonour o f  the country. 
N o honeft man would juftify any breach of the 
public peace, and no man who pays any regard for 
juftice or truth would propagate infamy and 
falfehood.

Before the relaxation o f  the popeiy laws, a 
■wretch, after having quitted his houfe, fet fire to it 
in the dead o f  night, and fwore to damages which 
were to be made good at the expence o f the in
nocent. The villainy was proved in open court. 
H ad the Bifhop made enquiries, perhaps he would 
find that fome tithe-jobbers tampered with their 
hirelings to fet fire to their own corn. —  By this 
manoeuvre they expeâed that a ten-fold gain would 
compenfate for this wilful lofs. I doubt not then 
the reality o f the notices, however abfurd, nor the 
threats, however unlikely to be carried into execu
tion : but fufpeft the quarter from wk. nee they ca?ne. 
Intereft and vengeance combined, are capable o f  
giving greater alarms, but the judgment muft 
not be captivated to the yoke o f  an implicit 
belief, when the motives o f  credibility are du
bious. Anonymous letters are bad vouchers. No 
man, intent upon the murder o f another, ever 
forewarns him o f  the danger. If  a perfon w rote 
me a letter, threatening to cut out my tongue, I  
would not be under the leaft apprehenfion that 
he intended to deprive me o f the organ o f fpeech, 
becaufe i f  he were in earneft, he would cautioufly 
watch his oportunity without putting me on 
my guard, Be this as it maÿ, we all deplore 
the peace o f  fociety difturbed ; the property o f  
Individuals injured by nightly excurfions, and the 
diftradion o f the community 

But the duty o f the hiftorian confines him within 
the limits o f truth, and in relating events, when he

cannot
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cannot know the real caufes, he muft affign the 
moil probable. The Biihop’s favourite layman, 
talks of people hanging in gallowfes, nofes and ears 
cut off, &c. W ill the Biihop be his voucher.—  
For while I am on the ipot, I fhall controvert the 
legendary tales o f any modern Sir John Temple.
------No-, the Biihop cannot produce one fingle
inftance o f any man’s being murdered by the 
White-boys in the counties of Cork or Kerry, and 
as for nofes, had he difcovered any of them to be 
cut off by the white-boys, his zeal for religion 
would have induced him to collect and fix them 
as a frontifpiece to his pamphlet in order to orna
ment his pifture of perjecution, and give it its due 
proportion. I enquired about thofe ears and nofes, 
and can get no information. The operations then 
o f  a campaign o f fifteen months ; a campaign 
which has attra&ed the attention of all Europe, 
(thanks to our tithe joarn'alifts) have been con
fined, as I remarked before, to two or three proc
tors, buried without being dead, and rifmg imme
diately, without waiting for the found of the lafl 
trumpet -, the burning of fome few ricks of cĉ rn, 
and the cropping of nine or ten hacks which are 
ftill at the plough ; N . B. The two lait that were 
cropped after Lord Luttrell’s firft excurfion to 
Munfter, though the oldeft in thertudd, werecropt 
with as much nicety if  young mifs’s ears were 
to be bored for the reception of ornamental pen
dants: a flight wound, but great noife! Such is the 
number of the wounded by the white-boys in the 
counties of Cork and Kerry. But where is the 
number of the flain?— The flain and mortally 
wounded, were the deluded bipeds-, whom the 
Biihop of Cloyne did neither exhort, nor baniih 
from his churches-, and who, goaded by opprei- 
fion on the one hand, and expedting impunity

from
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fVom hÿpocrify on the other, gave into thofe wild 
and extravagant meafures, againft which M r. 
O ’Leary cautioned them. During the difturbancesj 
the Catholic clergy and laity fuffered more than 
their Proteftant neighbours o f the fame rtfpective 
orders. And when the Biihop promii'es his readers 
a  g e n e r a l  a c c o u n t  of the rife and progrefs of the 
infur re nions in Munfler, we little expeóted that his 
account would be inclofed in a nutfhell, of which 
five or fix Proteftant clergymen are the kernel) 
whilft the perfecuted Catholic clergymen are o- 
mitted, as the withered leaves o f the tree> left out 
o f  his hiftorical deffert.

Such, is the plain, candid and unadorned ac
count o f  the difturbances, in the fuppreffion o f  
which I have taken fo aftive a part, whilft the 
Biihop, as an unconcerned fpeftator* ftood gazing 
upon an eminence at a great diftance from the field 
of battle. A fter a large fabric has been on fire 
for more than twelve months, is it laudable in him 
to come forth with the doleful news* that a few 
rafters have been burnt ? H e ihould rather have 
been the firft to put h is hand to the engine, in 
order to bring the fire under, and to prevent it 
from communicating to the adjacent buildings. 
W h e n  the prophet Jeremiah wrote his Lamenta
tions, it was a long time before the deftrudtion o f  
Jerufalem, in order to caution the people, and in
duce them to guard againft the impending cala
mity. When the prophet Ezechiel had eaten a 
book, in which were written latnentations a n d  a  

s o n g ,  and woe, it was to forewarn an obftinate 
people. But when the Biihop cries aloud from 
the walls of Jerufalem, t h e  c h u r c h  o f  I r e l a n d

I S  A T  T H I S  P R E S E N T  M O M E N T  I N  I M M I N E N T  D A N 

G E R  O F  s u b v e r s i o n ,  it is after the Chaldeans had 
raifed the fiege and retired to their country, —

fifteen
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fifteen months after the difturbances had broken 
out : after Lord Kenmare, a Catholic peer, had 
fupprefled them in Kerry : after the Lord Chief 
Baron Yeiverton had decreed an atonement to vio
lated juftice, by the puniihment o f fuch criminals 
as were found guilty of a breach o f the laws 5 and 
after the prefent Earl o f Carhampton (then Lord 
Luttrell) had pacified the entire province, a few 
ftragglers excepted. I f  in the long fpace o f fifteen 
months he was really convinced that the vefiel of 
the eftabliihed religion, o f which he is one of the 
pilots, was in imminent danger,why has he flept at 
the helm ? When the ftorm is over and the fea ex^ 
hibits a fmooth lurface, he fings the doleful ditty 
o f  the ihipwrecked mariner all over the three 
kingdoms-, but where was he when the ihip was 
on the point o f finking? Where was the paftoral 
letter? Where was the pathetic addrefs? Where 
was the publication replete with thofe figures and 
images which would work on the'paflions of the 
Proteftant nobility and gentry of the province, 
and awaken them to a fenfe of their danger ? It 
is no great hardihip for a Biihop to publiih a 
pamphlet in eighty-feven, which he had the 
leifure to write in the year eighty-fix. But wherè 
were the exertions o f the paftoral care? where was 
the Ihepherds whittle heard, when the wolf was 
devouring the flock ? The Biihop acknowledges 
that the diocefe o f  Cork was committed to his 
care in the abfence o f Dr. Mann. This additional 
charge added to that of his own diocefe ihould 
hâve naturally redoubled his vigilance. He ihould 
then have made it his bufinefs as iuperintendant of 
fuch extenfive diocefes, to get every information 
relative to the diforders which diftraóted the places 
committed to his care : to endeavour to Jlifle the 
evil in its íirth^ and to prevent its fpreading 
further. I
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I ihall make no further commehts, but leave my 
readers to their own judgment, without antici
pating their reflexions. However the learned may 
admire Tacitus, for his art in raifing a rich work 
from poor materials, his judicious reflections, and 
concife, though obfcure manner, o f  imprefling his 
fentiments ; yet I ihall never take him for my 
guide, becaufe he is too malignant, and afcribes 
the moil cafual events to a  d a r k  p o l i c y .  I f  A u -  
guftus names Tiberius for his fucceflor, it is ac
cording to Tacitus, with a defign, that the vices 
o f  that tyrant, ihouli ferve as a foil to fet off his 
own good qualities. I fP ifo  is appointed governor 
o f  fuch a province, it is in order to be a fpy over 
Germanicus, whom Tiberius envied. I f  Sejanus 
is elected prime minifter, it is in order to glut the 
vengeance o f  the gods. Thus he afcribes che off- 
fpring o f  chance to a gloomy deitiny. H is cha
racters generally bear the fame features. It is not 
the man whom he defcribes, but the hiftorian’s 
heart I read. For this very reafon I do not like 
him, becaufe he diftorts the objeits. Had the 
lame events happened in his time at Rome which 
have happened within thofe fifteen months in the 
county where I refide, what a political pifture 
would not Tacitus have left to future ages ! T he 
plebeians all up in arms, and the fupreme A u gu r 
aileep without confulting the Omens! The temples 
o f  the gods threatened with deftruCtion, and the 
Pontiff filent ! And when the danger is over, and 
the empire in commotion, the Pontiff offering 
propitiatory facrifices, inviting the people to 
burn incenfe, in order to avert thofe calamities 
from which the gods had delivered them, during 
his fecurity and fomnolence ! Reflections o f  this 
kind I leave to fuch hiftorians as Tacitus, or to 
the Biihop himfelf, who is fo ingenious as to me-

tamorphofe



tamorphofe me into a being to which I bear no 
refemblance, and to cait me in a mould fo ill fit
ted to my frame.

Can any perfon in his fenfes prefume that the 
Catholics ot Ireland, atter the late indulgence ex
tended to them by the reigning'powers, would-Be 
fo diverted of gratitude and common fenfe as to 
expole their necks to the chain with which rigor
ous laws had bound them tor io many years.—  
When their anceitors figned the capitulation of 
Limerick, and fubmitted to the fon-in-law of their 
former tugitive and cowardly king, fooner than 
violate the laws o f nations, afterwards fo bafely 
violated by the lait of the Stuarts, they declined 
availing themfelves o f the fuccours fent by Lewis 
the Fourteenth : when Alberoni lent the fon of 
James the Second to Scotland, the Irifli Catholics 
remained quiet and peaceful, though they had 
every ieafon to exped: the afîiftance o f Spain if  
they joined the fon o f their former king: when 
the prefent family was not fufficiently fettled on a 
throne threatened by foreign foes, and an afpiring 
candidate who had his father’s title to plead, and 
numbers o f his partizans, each to join him in 
lupport of his pretenfions : when the plains o f 
Fonrenov were dyed with Engliih blood, and 
George the Second threatened with expulfion from 
the Britifh dominions, by a young pretender 
marching to the feat of empire, was there any com- 
motion amongft the Catholics of Ireland? When 
1  hurot landed at Carrickfergus who were the 
Catholics that flocked to his banners in the North ? 
Where were the Catholics who caufed adiverfion 
in his favour in theSouth ? When England was lur- 
rounded by a v/arring world, and one of her itrong- 
elt limbs torn from her body, by the lois o f Ame
rica; her fleets purfued by a victorious enemy, 
diiplaying their flag on her coaits, and Ireland,

E  del-
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deftitu'e o f  any aflîftance but the loyalty and c o u 
rage o f her fons, who forgot their unhappy and 
fatal prejudices in the common danger, did the 
Iriih Catholics itand by as neutral fpe&ators, in 
expectation o f the event ? Did not they flock to 
the ftandard of their Proteftant neighbours, and 
march at the fignal, either to defend their common 
country, or to mingle their blood n  the lame 
trenches with their fellow-fubje£ts? A r e  thofe then 
tlv* men whofe loyalty ihould be iufpeited, and 
characters traduced ? Or mull the Biihop’s clamour 
about tithes become now a wakeful trump to thunuer 
divifion amongft three bodies o f  fubjefts, who m 
t i m e  o f danger were confolidated into one. He 
alarms the members of the eftablifhed church 
tvith the danger wherewith they are threatened 
fro m  the Catholics ready to fet up their own. H e 
excludes both from national confidence-, then jhnts 
the eround, and after h a v i n g  difcarded theDiiien- 
ters as hoftile to his eftabiilhment, he invites them 
back to his ftandard, in order to join him in his 
attack upon the Catholics, by reminding them of 
the lenient ufage they met with from his church, 
when compared with the fevere ufage they would
meet with from the church o f Rome,

« The Lion one day invited the beafts to a
hunting party, and promifed to divide the fpoils.

“  The A is  with his loud notes roufed the game,
“  which was foon run down. Thedivifion or the
«  fpoil commenced. This belongs to me, laid the
« Lion, according to compact; and this becauf?
“  my name is Lion, and this for inch a realon i
“  and who would dare to touch the reft?” One
would imagine that Æfop had read the Biihop’s
pamphlet. “  Come Diffenters to my affiflance, though
« I  have excludedyou before from national confidence,
« enemies to my eflablifhment, which from principle
“  you are inclined to pull down, becom e m y  auxih- 

J aries
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ÍC aries now in chaining your fellow-fubjetts of the Ca- 
u tholic perfuafion, left they reach their hands to the 
44 facredjheaf But as for you,you dare not to touch it: 
44 For my name is Lion." The Biihop would have 
fome colourable pretence for alarming the fears of 
Irilh Difienters, and prejudicing them againil 
their Catholic fellow-fubje£h, if  he had the gene- 
rofity to divide the fpoils.— But will he divide the 
tithes with their clergy ? His invitation then and 
his compliments are equally unmeaning.

Heavens forbid, that the natives o f this king
dom, let their religion be what it may, ihould ever 
relaple into the frenzy o f  deftruftive and unchril- 
tian diflenfions.

The Diflenters may then fay to the Biihop of 
Cloyne. 46 JVe willfupport the State, not in compli- 
44 ance with your c h a r i t a b l e  a d m o n i t i o n ,  my 
44 Lord, but becaufe it is our intereft and duty. But 
44 we will not make war upon our neighbours for tithes 
4C and mitres. JVe fhall not efface from the pannels of 
44 your Lordjhip's carriage, thofe emblems of eccleft- 
44 aftical pre-eminence you have borrowed from the 
44 Church of Romey and which you are now expofing 
44 to public deteftation\ nor fhall we diminifh the 
44 number of your diihes, which the Catholic 
“  clergy have drefled for you ages before they 
44 imagined that Biihops, inftead o f praying for 
44 them and their fucceifors, would difturb the 
44 dead in their graves, by attributing to them 
44 doftrines they never taught, and exciting the 
44 jealoufy and refentment o f the reigning powers 
44 againft the living, by cafting at their threfholds 
44 abortives they difclaim. W e fhall not engage, my 
44 Lord, in a Crufade to make war upon Infidels 
44 who are not in poiTefTion of your H oly Land.

44 It is extraordinary in you to alarm die pub- 
44 lie, with the dangers of Popery, when you re- 
44 tain the moil oppreiTive part o f a religion, from

E 2 44 which
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84 which you are fprung: tithes, that are oppref- 
u  five to the poor, and pre-eminence, which in 
“  all ages has not been well reliibed by the rich. 
44 W e cannot in reafon hate a Catholic for his 
44 fpeculative creed.— His belief o f the real pre- 
4C fence affects us no more than i f  he belived that 
44 Berenices treifes were changed into a comet.—- 
44 Nor are we much concerned whether in that 
4< immenfity beyond the grave, there may be an 
fC intermediate place between the two extremes o f  
44 complete happinefs and complete mifery. —  A  
44 place where the foul atones for venial lapfes, 
44 and pays off a part o f the debts it has contracted 
44 here. It is equal to us where a man pays his 
€i debts, whether here or in purgatory* provided 
44 he pays ourfelves what he owes us. And how- 
u  ever clamorous a mitred divine may be about a
16 Popiih purgatory, h e  m a y  p e r h a p s  g o  f u r -

44 T H F . R ,  A N D  S PE ED W O R S E .

44 The proótor’s pound where the cottagers cow 
44 or calf is imprifoned, is a greater nuilance to 
44 the living, than thoufands o f fubteraneous ca- 
44 verns beyond the grave. When you call upon 
44 us then to your affiftance againil our Catholic 
44 neighbours, we fhall not obey the fummons, 
44 until you divide with us the fpoils o f  piety 
44 which have been tranfmitted to you by the 
44 Catholic clergy, whom you are now attacking. 
44 When they were groaning under the yoke o f  
44 penal laws* we publilhed refolutions at Dun- 
44 gannon, which were read with admiration all 
44 over Europe. In them we declared, 44 That as 
44 we held freedom of confcience facred in ourfelves, 
44 Jo we held it facred in others, and gloried in the 
44 profpeót o f  our Catholic fellow-fubjeóts eman- 
44 cipation. America copied after the illuftrious 
44 example. T h e  Emperor has placed the God- 
44 like image o f toleration, in the fame banners

? . 44 with
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<c with the Imperial Eagle. Good fenfe and the 
44 general good o f focietv, are reftoring tounhap- 
44 py mortals the unalienable charter, which fchool 
44 divinity had ufurped, the choice of the religion 
44 they think the bejl \ and the privilege of being 
44 accountable to Gud alone for their fpeculative 
44 tenets. W e look upon any pcrfon who would 
44 preach or praélife a contrary doctrine, as an 
4C a g i t a t o r  indeed ! and an a g i t a t i n g  b i s h o p  is 
44 as obnoxious a charailer to us as any a g i t a t i n g  

44 p r i e s t  or f r i a r  can be. You have direóled your 
44 arrows againft Mr. O ’Leary in particular. He has 
44 wafhed off the falfc colours which your brulh 
4C has laid on his face. He has proved in his nar- 
44 rative, that you have not given a n  a c c u r a t e  

44 a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  M v n s t e r .  

44 You have not Hemmed the torrent.— You have 
44 not aifigned the genuine caufes of the infurrec-* 
4< tions, which in your heart you know not to 
44 have originated in any Popifh confederacy 
44 againft either church or ftate, but in the defpair 
44 o f  wretchednefs, afcribable indeed to feveral 
44 caufts, amongft which t i t h e s  and tithe-canters 
44 are to be enumerated. Mr. O'Leary has fully 
44 juftified the Catholic body from the foul afper- 
44 lion of Theophilus and the groundless infinua- 
44 tions of the Biihop o f Cloy ne. He has called on 
44 you both, to produce one agitating Friar, orRomiJh 
44 Mijfionary fent here to Jow fedition, or who has 
44 {own fedition in the land,—  This is the chal- 
44 lenge of confcious innocence. W e fhall noc 
44 then quarrel with our Catholic nçighbours, 
44 much lefs with Mr. O ’Leary, It he has any 
44 more to lay we ihall gladly hear him. It is the 
*4 privilege to which every injured man is entitled.

Tho* we confider him already as fully- açquit- 
44 ted, yet we ihall attend to whatever further 
*4 remarks he may think fit to make on your 
u  pamphlet/* E  3 SEC-
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S E C T I O N  T H E  S E C O N D ;

C O N T A I N I N G

A  Vindication of Mr. O 'L E A R Y 's  Addrejfes to the 

IV  H  I  T  E - B  O T  S.

X  K N O W  not upon what ground the Lord Bifhop 
o f  Cloyne can fay that my addreffes are moil art

fully contrived to fozv Jcdition ? Is it for recommend
ing peace? No. Is it for recommending patience 
wider Sufferings ? I f  fo, the Bifhop muft bum  the 
Bible. Is it becaufe 1 did not enlarge upon the 
miferics o f  the peafantry, in confequence oS low 
wages and rack-rents, as the Biihop intimates ? The 
reduction o f  tithes and the dues o f  the pariili 
prieils were the only objects mentioned in the m- 
furgents proclamations. In addreihng them upon 
complaints which they did not exprefs, was to 
reprefent the orator who finifhed by the deluge, 
his fermon on the refurreilion. The public knew 
that the people were exafperated and outrageous. 
I had one object in view, which was to work on 
their paffions, by the fitteil fprings, to move the 
hearts and allay the paflions o f  a difcontented mul
titude. I  mean hope and fear ; the dread o f  puniih
ment, and the hope o f redrefs.— I knew that fuch 
o f  the clergy as, from the warmth o f  zeal, and
want o f foreknowledge that their flock would ever

rife



rife againft: themfelves, had recourfe to theufuai 
method of reclaiming them by feventy, had lott 
their influence. In vain had they fubftituted a 
curfe for a prayer, and the oak fiplin  for the 
peaceful Afperges; the obftinacy of the paftor ; at 
lart the rupture rofe to fuch a height, that oiey 
fwore in fome places never to hear prayers from
their prefent pariih priefts.------1 his the Biihop
cannot be ignorant ot ; and the candoui ot the 
hiftorian, when he talks of the infuriedhons, as 
well as juftice to thofe perfecuted eccleiiaitics, 
ihould have iudueed him to advert to this very 
Angular and unexpected circumftance; efpecia ly 
when he had read in the flanderous Theophilus the 
falfe and infamous charge brought againit thole 
clergymen, accufing them o f being in a confe
deracy with their flocks for the o-vertbrow of the 
church and dale. It vas not from want ol zeal 
and loyalty that they mifcarried in their attempt 
to re-eftabliih order. In all probability they 
would have fucceeded better, had they tempered
th e ir  fire. , • u

I had to  g u a rd  againft th e in con ven ien ce  w h ic h
proved a ftumbling-block to others. I knew that
oil fmooths the ruffled fea, and that a long time
before Cicero and Quintilian had laid down rules
fo r  rh etorician s to  work 011 the pailions, Solo-
m o n  a greater a d ep t in  the k n o w led ge  o f the
human heart, had fa.d, “ A  foft anfwer brcakcth
“  anger and a hard word raifeth up tury. In
mv two firft publications I addteffed them m the
fott language o f  fympathy ; led them on, ftep by 

ftèp, * A W  a t . " hof=
flioiild wait with patience keeping at a diflance 
from the precipices which furround its coniines, 
violence from defpair, and licentimfnefs
lion. All parties a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e y  w e r e  w r e t c  ,

E  4
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the clergy knew it, and they blamed the landlord ; 
the landlords knew it, and they blamed the cler
g y ’s agent. It was not my duty to dictate to 
either. But i f the Bifhop affirms, in his pamphlçt, 
that they did not fuffer from fuch perlons as deal 
in tithes, with every deference to his Lordfhip, 
he ihould be better informed. A  gentleman o f 
veracity has declared, to me that thirty-two ihil- 
lings have been extorted for one acre of potatoes ; 
and that when a peafant offered to buy his tithes at 
a certain price, he was horfe-whipped. I do not 
fay that this happened in his Lordlhip’s diocefe, 
to which he ihould have confined himfelf when 
he became an advocate for ecclefiajlical agents. I f  
report be true, it is faid that in fome places the 
tithes which were fet by the clergyman for three 
hundred pounds, were raifed by thofe harpies to 
the enormous fum o f  feven hundred, and more. 
This rapid rife muit have been oppreflive to the 
poor, without any benefit, but rather a lofs to the 
clergyman. The Biihop would have done well if, 
in the beginning o f the difturbances, and even a 
Jong time before, he had enquired, whether there 
had been in his own diocefe a certain tithe- 
jobber o f  fuch art, power and influence, as to 
get the tithes for about an hundred and iixty 
pounds, which he raifed to about five hundred. 
T he clergyman who is all fweetnefs and huma
nity, was under the neceiîity, in his own defence, 
to make over a bond to this agent, who had tta  
policy and influence to hinder the peafants from 
taking the tithes from the lenient and lawful 
owner, who was w illing to let them at a moderate 
price. But when, by the above ftratagem, this 
man got them into his own poiieiTion, they becamc 
the fcourges o f  the poor, who were continually 
harraiifcd by decrees, either real or fictitious, which

ht

( 72 )



he either obtained or pretended to obtain from the 
Biihop s court.— No muiic could be heard in his 
diftrict but the noife of cattle, mingled with the 
cries of the wretched, feeing their little ftock fold 
for half value. His pound might be compared 
unto a lions den. The opprefled people came to 
the clergyman, requefting him to take the tithes 
into his own hands, ottering him twenty pounds 
more than he got from the fobber: an offer which 
the clergyman, who feels for the poor, was under the 
painful neceflity of refilling, on account of his pre- 
engagement w ith the agent. All parties agree that 
the unhappy people are oppreiTed; and the prefent 
P,arl o f Carhampton, who commanded the army 
in Muniier, and who acquitted himfelf of his com- 
miiîion with fo much honour and humanity is 
convinced, that diftrefs, not wantonnefs; the ftings 
of poverty, but not the deiign o f overturning church 
or ilate ; gave rife to the diiturbances in the South 
of Ireland. Had the maxim that it is better to pre
vent crimes than to punijh them, been followed; had 
all the landlords, both noblemen and gentlemen, 
taken an adtive part at the firft breaking out of the 
inlurreéHons; had they explained to their refpeftive 
tenants the danger and impropriety of their pro
ceedings, enquired into their complaints, informed 
them that the fenate of the nation was alone compe
tent to make any alteration in eftabliihed laws, and 
that if  they did not follow their advice, or obey their 
injunctions, they would be under the neceflity of 
punifhing them, both as landlords and magiftrates ; 
had this plan been adopted, the dijhirbances would 
have been ftified in their very birth. Such of the 
gentlemen oi confequence as had adopted this plan, 
foon reftored peace and tranquillity to their diftricls* 
It was the plan which Menenius Agrippa adopted 
with fuccefs, when the difcontented plebeians re

tired
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tired to the facred mountain. It was the plaii 
adopted by Junius Blefus, when the Pannonian le
gions revolted at the inftigation o f a common fol- 
dier. It was the plan adopted by Lord Luttrell when 
he went to the congregations, and reclaimed to 
their duty feveral pariihes, inftead o f  marking the 
progrefs of his march with the impoveriihed blood 
o f  half ftarved wretches. Cæfar’s clemency out- 
fhone the fplendor of his victories. And Lord 
Luttrell’s wifdom and humanity upon that occa- 
fion, befides the honour and efteem he acquired, 
have contributed more to the restoration o f order 
and tranquillity, than i f  he had let the army loofe, 
and begun with coercion and violence.

The miniftry o f  a clergyman, is a miniftry of 
charity and compaffion; when I fee then, heroes 
bred in camps, and trained up amidft the claih o f 
arms, iheath upon feveral occaiions the fword, and̂  
hold out the olive branch ; w'hen in the cure o f  
wounds, lenitives are preferred to caufticks, I am 
not aihamed for having addreíTcd a difcontented 
people, in the ftyle o f  fympathy and tcndernefs.—  
But when I fee a Prelate, whofe very robes are by 
their inftitution, emblematical o f extenfive charity, 
exhibit fymptoms o f joy in the expectation that the 
poor will not be relieved by their rulers, I ihould 
be more inclined to curfe the priefthood, than to 
revere it ; i f  I were fo blind as to confound the un- 
feelingnefs and other defe&s o f the minifters of re
ligion, with the holinefs and other duties o f their 
miniftry.

After informing the infurgents that the legiflative 
powers alone were competent to redrefs a general 
grievance, and that a diforderly condudt was a bad 
recommendation to their humanity, I recommend
ed P A T I E N C E ,  W H I C H  S O F T E N S  T H E  A F F L I C T I O N S  OF

s u f f e r e r s ;  on which admonition, his Lordfhip 
makes
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jnakes the following comment. "  T o  what do thefe 
if lectures of Mr. O ’Leary tend ? To tell the infur- 

gents that though, he knows that they are more 
c< oppreffed than any fet o f men in the world :— - 

though he is convinced that they had a right to 
a expedt redrefs from the humanity of the legifla- 

ture; yet the legiilature {hew no companion for 
<c them; they muft remain in their mifery : they 
“  have no remedy but that of p a t i e n c e ,  w h i c h

“  S O F T E N S  T H E  A F F L I C T I O N S  OF S U F F E R E R S * ”

I am not aihamed of the admonition— But I 
blufh at the cenfure: I prefer the charitable Sa
maritan, who did not offer up facrifices in Solomon's 
Temple, and yet relieved the bleeding man on the 
road from Jerufalem to Jericho, to the unfeeling 
Priert and Levite, who pafled by unconcerned at 
his mangled and pitiable condition. I fhall ever 
pity the poor, and always recommend them to their 
rulers.— If  this be a crime% may it be the only one 
o f which I may be found guilty.

I recommended them to their rulers; and it 
would have been more becoming in the Biihop to 
have done the fame, than to ccnfure me for the 
feelings of humanity. I ftill indulge the hope, that 
the legillators o f Ireland will redrefs the grievances 
o f  the wretchcd, at the period which their wifdom 
will appoint : and am very confident that they will 
glory in feelings congenial to thofe of Francis the 
Firft, who on hearing that a nobleman had killed 
a peafant, drefied himfelf in mourning; bound up 
his right arm in a fcarf ; fent for the murderer, to 
whom he faid, u Rebel, you have wounded your 
<c King in the right arm, in depriving him o f one 
iC of the props of the ftate. For without the pea- 
<f fantry, who will feed my armies or fupply my 

treafury?”
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The plough, the fpade and the reaping-hook, 

handled by vigorous, healthy and well fed peafants, 
are o f  more benefit to the ftate than a thoufand 
goofe-quills, brandiihed by fo many controvertifts, 
puzzling the minds and dividing the hearts o f men 
and citizens, who in the interefts o f  fociety, and 
the feeling o f  humanity, would foon extinguifh 
the flames o f  difcord, if  the facred fire were not 
continually fed by the very hands that ihould pre- 
ferve the temple of peace, from the conflagration.-—  
€< It is the peafant’s labour and not his catechifm 
cc that ihould be the objedt o f legiilative attention,,, 
fays Voltaire.

The Biihop cenfures me for pointing out to the 
infurgents the dangers that threatened them from 
44 the feverity o f the law, the eloquence o f  Crown- 
<f lawyers, the perjuries o f witnefles, and the pre- 
c< judices o f  juries.” What was the purport o f  this 
enumeration, but to make a deeper imprefTion on 
the minds o f the deluded people, by a great variety 
o f  images ? And thus to attain my end, by prevent
ing them from difturbing the peace o f  the public, 
and rufhing to their own deftrudtion.

The Biihop’s remark on the above paiTage is cu
rious, and defcriptive o f his ingenuity and candour. 
I fhall give it in his own words, “  After expatiating 
“  on the feverity o f  the laws, as not being f i t  f o r  

44 a  C h r i s t i a n  c o u n t r y ,  and warning them that 
4C they could not expecft a fair execution, even o f  
“  thofe cruel ordinances, from the law-officers o f 
tc the crown, the witneiTes or jury, I think one 
€i may fay with juftice, o f  his addrefs t o  t h e  c o m -  

€C m o n  p e o p l e  o f  I r e l a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  9 ucmi  

c< o f  t h e m  a s  a r e  c a l l e d  W h i t e - b o y s ,  (printed 
<f in.Dublin 1786, and revifed and corrected by 
<c himfelf,) that it is calculated to raife difcontent 
“  and indignation in the Roman Catholic peafantry,

“  againft



"  againft the national clergy, the legiflature, the 
executive power, and their Proteftant fellow- 

“  fubjedts.”
Let the reader compare my letters with his 

Lordihips commentary. Had I faid in plain terms 
to the infurgents, “  Do not put yourfelves in the 
“  power either of Judge or Jury, King or Parlia- 
“  ment, Lawyer or Witnefs,’' what would it amount 
to ? No more than if I had faid, behave as peaceable 

fubjeBs, and do not put your/elves in the power of any 
per/on. I fay it now ; I give the fame advice, and 
will Dr. Woodward fay that for giving this advice, 
I  am feditions ? It well behoves the Biihop, who 
calls the verdidt of the jury in the county o f Mo
naghan, infamous; and who becomes the eulogift 
o f  Theophilus, who has the effrontery to compare 
the Irifh Houfe of Commons to plunderers, for paf- 
fing a vote againft the tithes o f agiftment-, to carp 
at my words about witneffes and juries.— His Lord- 
ihip’s letter verifies the words of Saint Paul, IVbere- 
in thou judgeji another, thou condemneft thyfelf.

In order to expoie me to the deteftation o f the 
clergy of the eftabliihed religion, he attributes the 
following words to me : Ihefe diflurbances originate 
in the dues of the clergy *

I never wrote, nor made ufe o f fuch words, in 
the fenfe which the Bifhop attributes to me. So far 
I am forry that his Lordfhip has put it in my power 
to anfwer the charge with a flat contradiction. The 
Biihop dates his pamphlet in 1787, and remarks 
that 1 think it expedient to inform the IVhiteboys, that 
the JVhiteboy-aci will le in force until next June. The 
remark is fhrewd, and o f a very charitable tendency.

My firft addrefs to the Whiteboys was in Feb. 
eighty-fix, when a rumour was propagated amongft

the
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the infurgents, that the Whiteboy-aft would bé 
no longer in force after the enfuing June, T o  guard 
a deluded multitude againft every danger to which 
they might be expofed, from an expédition o f 
impunity in confequence o f  their ignorance o f  the 
law, I informed them that the Whiteboy-adl would 
be in force until the month o f  June, eighty-feven. 
This was a long warning o f fifteen months. What 
then does the Biihop mean by this remark ? It im
prests the minds o f  his readers with the notion that 
this is Mr. O ’Leary’s meaning, viz. The Whiteboy- 
acl will be at an end next June ; after that tifne you 
have nothing to dread— You may go on. His Lordihip 
means this, or he means nothing.— What an opi
nion mud not ftrangers to my principles and con
d u it form o f  me, when they read the Biihop o f  
Cloyne’s pamphlet !

About twenty years ago, when the Whiteboys 
firft rofe up in the South, a perfon o f  confequence, 
who is fince dead, contributed to the infurreâion* 
in order to defeat a plan that was then intended by 
Parliament for the relief o f the Catholics, whom 
by this diabolical ftratagem, worthy o f  another 
Cecil, he intended to render obnoxious to their 
rulers. I intended to reclaim the Whiteboys 
by every argument which prudence, as well as 
religion could fuggeft : and as the report o f  the 
expiration o f  the White-boy A<£t in the month 
o f  the enfuing June, was propagated amongft 
the people, I know not by whom, (but I knew that 
the motive was fuch) I thought it incumbent 
on me to guard the deluded multitude againft the 
fnare, and to ihelter the honour o f the Catholic 
body, by defeating the defigns, and difappointing 
the hopes o f  fuch artful politicians. I would be 
an enemy to the peace o f fociety, the Catholic 
body, and to myfelf, i f  I had written in the fenfe

which



which his Lordfliip, would fain convey to his
readers.------Far from encouraging the infurgents
to proclaim a truce of three months to concert their 
plan in the interim, and renew the war with freftt 
vigour, at the expiration o f the Term, (for fuch 
mud be the Bifhop’s meaning,) I applied for 
information to a Proteftant gentleman, who is mar
ried to the daughter of a clergyman in the diocefe 
o f Cloyne, and who wrote to the Whiteboys under 
the iignature of a Dublin Shop-keeper. I f  I intended 
to encourage them in their proceedings, by marking 
out the time beyond which they had nothing to 
dread, I would have abridged the term, and 
pleaded ignorance of the laws.

T o  examine further into the Bifhop’s commen
taries on my texts, would be, not only a lofs 
o f  time, but childifh. —  Or what muft the public 
think o f the ingenuity o f  a Prelate, who conftrues 
the way of the crofs is the road to the crown, into
S E D I T I O N .

I am furprifed that his Lordfhip has not ad
verted to thofe words o f  my laft addrefs to the 
White-boys, "  Multitudes eaiily miflead, and in- 
cc capable o f drawing the delicate line, which com- 
“  mon fenfe points out/ and o f which it fays, 
"  thus far you ihall go, and no farther,” I 
am furprized, I fay, that he has not made the 
following comment on them, You have done very 
well in dijlurbing the peace offociety, cropping cattle, 
and burning corn ; but flop now, and wait for a while. 
This would have opened a field for his criticifm, 
though he ihould know that the giddy populace* 
let their complaints be ever fo well founded, areea- 
fily mijled ; and when oncc in motion never knows whereto 
Jlop. They can never draw the delicate line which com
mon fenfe points outy and of zvhich it fays, t h u s  f a r .

Y O U  S H A L L  G O  ;  I F  Y O U  H A V E  C O M P L A I N T S  L A V

T H E M
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T H E M  B E F O R E  Y O U R  R U L E R S  ; B U T  G O  NO F U R T H E R ,

And no further ihall I go in explaining letters which 
may be read in the Appendix. His query then to 
me about the Emperor o f Germany is not in point. 
But I ihall take the liberty o f prôpoflng a query 
very applicable to the prefent circumftances.

§>uery. What would the Emperor of Germany, 
tvho has granted free toloration o f  all religions 
with a ftricfc injunction, to their teachers, not to 
divide his fubjedts, or diftraÆ his dominions with 
thejarrings of controverfy, but to enforce the prin
ciples o f  morality: what would that tolerating 
Prince think o f a Catholic Prelate, who in a pam- 
plet, would ring the alarm all over his dominions, 
and inform his Majefty, that none but his fd je fis  
of the eftablijhed church were inttlled to national con
fidence, and thus infpire his fu'ojedts, not with mu
tual confidence, bur with mutual jealoufy, fear 
and diftruft? —  I leave the Biihop o f  Cloync 
to anfwer.

When the Biihop begins his query, with thefe 
words, “  i f  there were an infurreflion o f Proteftants 
“  in Bohemia, for the purpofe o f  robbing the 
“  eftablifhed Roman Catholic Clergy, and there 
“  might have been Proteflants enough i f  the p e r f i -  

** d i o u s  C r u e l t y  o f the late Emprefs had not 
<f nearly rooted them out.” *

When his Lordfhip begins his query with fuch 
words, I muft take the liberty o f  reminding him, 
that in this ihort query there are two fallacies.—  
The firft fallacy is in thefe words, i f  there were an 
rnfurreflion of Proteflants in Bohemia. For the infur- 
gents in the South o f Ireland, were not merely 
Catholics, as I have proved in my narrative. They 
were a motley groupe o f different religions, com

plaining

* Lord Bifljop of Cloyne’i Pamphlet, Page i n ,  fifth Edition.
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plaining both o f tithes and tithe-jobbers. Our rea
ders will be furprifed that in the courfe of our > on. ro~ 
verfy, we have been fo fparing o f latin words ; this 
fallacy then is called by the logicians a dittoJimpli- 
citer ad diclum fecunduui quid ; when we confine to 
a few  what is common to many, and vice vcrfa. The 
fécond fallacy conlills in luppofing that my writ
ings have a tendency to rob the Prolejiant Clergy ; 
and this fallacy is.called by the logicians defaifo 

fupponente— a faife fupp.jition, which the répondent 
anlwers with a flat denial, by laying negof.ipp'ijitu'm.

When the Biibop mentions the late Lmprefs 
Queen, I wifh he were a little more courtly and 
flattering than to fligmatifé her with the epithets 
cruel and perfidious. R r.denefs to the tair fex, irom 
an afcetic or hermit like me, w ho by the obliga
tions oi celibacy had no' opportunity of polifhing 
and refining my manners by a more frequent and 
friendly intercourie with the faireft part of the 
creation, rudenefs in me I fay, might have fome 
excufe to plead ; but 111 his attack on the illuilrious 
fair, little or no excufe can be pleaded for his Lord- 
fliip, who from his early days was at liberty to court 
or pray; to repeat the Penitential Pfalms with 
David, or to compliment with Otway:

“  O  woman, lovely  woman ! nature form’ d thee 

“ T o  temper m an; wc had been brutes without thee.”

Little or no excufe then can be pleaded in favour 
o f his Lordlhip, when he treats the late Emprefs 
Qiieeu with fuch feverity* for fhe was neither cruel 
nor perfidious. His Lordlhip was not a member of

( 8i )

*  R u d e n e s s  would be  an improper word when I am animadvert

in g  on the writings o f a Biihop.
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her Privy Council, to know the nature o f her com
pacts with, or promifes to her fubjeéfcs ; compacte 
and promifcs, in the performance o f which no So
vereign could be more honourable and punctual. 
She had in her dominions the defcendants of thofe 
German boors who had attempted to dethrone her 
anceftors. Thofe men were under legal restraints for 
their fore-fathers guilt, in which they had no part. 
It was their unhappy fate, in common with many 
others, to be victims to human laws, which by a 
faint refemblance o f Omnipotence, make of the 
folly, or madnefs, or weaknefs o f  one generation, 
a kind of original and hereditary fin , which afflicts in 
a long fucceilion the innocent pojlerity, with this 
difference, that the offence againft the Deity is in- 
Itantly forgiven upon repentance, or the application 
o f  the remedy which mercy appoints to counter-adt 
the rigour o f  juftice ; but human legiilators alt 
over Europe, have given proofs o f their omnipo
tence in penal codes which immortalize the pu- 
niihment ages after the death o f the guilty, and 
require a rigorous atonement from the fober and 
innocent defendants, for the frenzy o f their fore
fathers : they have their patent in fcripture, where
in we read, I  hcrce faid, ye are Gods and all Sons of 
the moft High. The Indian Emperor then, who was 
tortured for paying a greater veneration to the 
bright luminary o f the day than to a book bound 
up in fheep-fkin which Pizzaro’s chaplain called 
the Bible, and o f which the unhappy Prince knew 
nothing, could jufHy upbraid each o f thofe legisla
tors who puniihed their fubjccls for hereditaryerrors 
oftheir fore-fathers guilt, in the words o f Dryden,

u I f  thou art that moft c r u e i  G o d , w hofe eyes

*< Delight in blood, and h u m a n  s a c r i f i c e  1*'

Such



Such was the ftate o f  the Huffites in the Em- 
prefs Queen's dominions, and fuch was the cafe 
oi Catholics and Diflenters under Proteftant So
vereigns, when prelates of the Biihop of Cloyne’s 
philanthropy directed their councils; as the Rev, 
M r. Samuel Barber of Rathfryland, has ingeni- 
oufly and pointedly remarked to his Lordihip.*

The ftate o f the Hufiites in Bohemia was not 
worfe than the ftate of the Diffenters and Catholics 
in Ireland, even fo late as the beginning of that 
illuftrious Emprefs’s reign.

That magnanimous Heroine, furrounded on all 
fides by numerous and powerful foes, ready to 
invade her dominions, and to ornament the tri
umphal car with the proceffion o f a captive Queen, 
worked up the loiter foul into a martial firmnefs. 
Reduced to fifteen thoufand men, againft the nu
merous armies of powerful Sovereigns, ihe took 
in her arms the prefent Emperor, who was then in 
his cradle, and fhewing him to her fubjedls of everv 
religious defcription, “  Behold your Prince, 
fays f i l e , u n a b l e  to protedt you ̂  defend his 
“  rights, and when thefe infant hands will be 
“  able to wave the Sceptre, the grateful Remem- 
4C brance of your fervices will procure you the 
ft love, favour, and protection o f your Sovereign.”

It was the charaéteriftic o f the rude courtiers 
and ftern divines o f Queen Elizabeth’s reign, not 
to pity a Queen in diitrefs ; but at the fight o f  
Maria Tereia controlling fortune on the verge of 
ruin, a generous ardour glowed in every breaft.— « 
Pier Protellant fubjedts o f Hungary flocked to 
her banners : and as a reward of their loyalty, ihe 
repealed the reftridtive laws which former Sove-

*  See Remarks on a Pamphlet, intitled, “  T h e prefent State o f 
the. Church o f  Ireland,”  B y Samuel Barber,
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reigns had enaited. As a proof o f her fidelity to 
her promife, fhe ordered her fon’s pifture to be 
hung up in their houfes o f  worihip, making it 
high treafon to moleit them in the exercifes o f 
their religion. ’ W hat the mother began in her 
hereditary kingdom, the fon completed all over 
his dominions.

This is the hiitorical information which the 
Biihop ihould have given his readers. But it 
would not anfwer his ends. Cruelty, perfidy, and 
perjecution are his favourite themes ; generofity, hu
manity and toleration are quite ihadowed in his 
pifture. Catholic powers are embracing their fub- 
jefts, without enquiring into their catechifms. I f  
an enemy o f toleration were as induftrious in tranf- 
lating the Biihop o f  Cloyne’s pamphlet* as he has 
been in tranilating Ghilini’s letter, the coniecra- 
tion oath o f  a Biihop, violation o f  faith with he
retics, and other charges, into Engliih; if  in con- 
fequence o f the impreflion his pamphlet has made 
on the public mind, Catholic princes, prelates 
and doctors, read the claufe propoling to empower 
the civil magifirates to pulldown, level and projirate 
Roman Catholic chapels upon the depofition o f  one 
witnefs-, i f  they read all the pamphlets publiihed 
o f  late againit the Catholic body, and knew the 
fleps that are taking in order to degrade them ; I 
appeal to his Lordihip, and to the public at large, 
whether the Biihop o f Cloyne’s pamphlet, and the 
proceedings now mentioned, would tend to pro
mote toleration ?

W hat was the Biihop’s intention in abufing the 
rremory o f  the Emprefs Queen ? W h y  has not 
he propoled her good qualities, and the tolerating 
fpirit o f her ion as models for imitation ? Or does 
he~really believe the cafe o f  a Bohemian Huffite 
now reftored to the privilege o f  the great and

( 34 )



inalienable charter, to which a man guilty o f  no 
perional crime againft the ftate is intitled ? Does 
he really believe his cafe, and that of an Irifh Ca
tholic to be quite iimilar ? I f  the Iriih Catholics 
profefs the religion of the greateft monarchs, and 
the cVeed o f  flourifhing Univerfities, one would 
imagine that their faith ihould not make them ob
jects o f  contempt. They introduced no new reli
gion into the ftate, nor did they incroach upon 
any man’s property. They had the lands of their 
fore-fathers, and the religion o f their education, 
ages before their Sovereigns thought ht to change 
'their creeds. Their blood flows in the veins of the 
Proteftant nobility and gentry o f Ireland, whole 
pedigree is proclaimed the more illuftrious, in pro
portion as they trace it back to Catholic times.—  
Their loyalty at home and their valour abroad, 
when disqualifying laws, and the thirft of glory 
urged them to difpute the laurel under the ban
ners of foreign kings, cannot diigrace the kindred 
or affinity the Catholic noblemen and gentlemen 
may claim to the Proteftant nobility and gentry 
o f  the land. Had the ifland been even fubdued 
by the fword of a conqueror, conqueft itfelf has its 
limits circumfcribed by juftice. Transfer of alle
giance, and the tribute paid to the former Sove
reign, is all that the conqueror is intitled to.—  
L o ck e  would grant him no more-, but would le- 
cure in the unchangeable poiTefiion of their con
sciences and inheritance, the iubjeóts who had 
changed their mailers. They had the preicription 
of ages to plead for their religion and properties, 
when the wrecks o f both were fecured to them by 
the laws of nations under the walls of L ime ri c k.  
This capitulation, which it was in their power to 
break  forty-eight hours after the interchange of 
the articles, they adhered to inviolably. It was

F  o Jhamo-
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fhamefully broken by the daughter o f the very king 
to whom they had lworn allegiance, though from 
the day on which it was iigned until this very 
hour, not a piftol was fired, or a fword drawn by 
a Catholic in this kingdom againft: the ftate. Such 
being the cafe, which no man can contradict, what 
muft not be the indignation o f every man o f  feel
ings, when he fees about two millions o f Irifh 
fubj^&s, treated with as little ceremony as i f  they 
were a let o f  negro flaves upon a Weft India plan
tation-, compared “  to a pack o f  hounds impatient 
“  at the v :ew o f  the game; and to a let o f  trea- 
“  cherous, infidious, and faithlefs, Popiih rebels, 
“  to be cut off by his majefty’s fword.” * Could 
mortals forefee that in the year eighty feven a 
claufe would be introduced into the Irifh Houfe 
of Commons, for the purpofe oi  pulling down, le
velling and prnftrating Roman Catholic chapels, i f  one 
wit nefs fwore before two magijlrates that an unlawful 
oath was taken in faid chapel, or in any place adjoin
ing thereto! It would be more honourable to banifh 
the whole Catholic body out o f the kingdom, after 
giving them fufficient time and notice, for felling 
their properties, than to offer them the infult o f  
propofing on the evidence o f  a fingle witnefs the 
deftruftion o f their houfes o f  worfhip, in the courfe 
o f  the iume iefiion w hen a member o f  Parliament 
talked o f  the heads of a bill to prevent the flealing 
of dogs 1

W e  read o f  two philofophers in antiquity, the 
one continually laughing, the other continually 
crying at the fcenes of human life. This contraft

would

*  See T lieophilqs, called by the B iihop o f  C loyn e 11 an able writer 
“  againil whom it is hard to prove a negative,”  and (Proh D eum  et 
hominum fides !) by C ou n fcllor D om inick  T ra n t, 11 a w ell meaning 
«  w riter.”  3

(  86 ) ;



would unite them both. Chriftian houfes o f wor- 
ihip to be demolifhed ! and the kennels of dogs to 
be protedted by law !

After what I have related in the courfe of my 
narrative, and in the vindication o f my writings*
I cannoc fee how the Irifli Catholics deferve fuch 
fevere and difgraceful ufage, as to have their 
houfes of worfhip treated with the fame indignity, 
as if  they were houfes o f proftitution, or cabinets 
o f  leagues and confederacies again ft the crown 
and dignity of our moil gracious Sovereign. I f  
they were either the one or the other, they would 
not be deltroyed upon the evidence o f  one wit nefs, 
at a time when twentv witneffes would take a 
hundred falfe oaths for the twentieth part o f the 
materials which were propoled as a reward for 
the demoliihers o f chapels : much le Is would a 
temple o f Venus be demolilhed, becaufe a thoufand 
unlawful oaths would be taken in places adjoining 
it. The only fault with which the Catholic bo.dy 
can be upbraided, is their misfortune originating 
from their attachment to their religion, without 
any difloyalty to their Kings ; but unfortunate 
people ought not to be infalted. The molt flouriih- 
ing empires, as well as individuals, are not proof 
againlt the revolutions of time, and the viciffi- 
tudes o f fortune.

Marius, the great conqueror o f  the Ciitibri,- was 
feen in a reclining poilure, forlorn and half fa- 
milhed on the ruins o f Carthage, formerly the 
rival o f Rome. The ftght o f fuch a change dil'- 
armed the officer who was lent to behead him, 
when the other cried out, “  go and tell the go- 
i( vernor that you have feen Marius hungry on 
*c the ruins of Carthage.” — Travellers pay a cer
tain refpeft to the ruins of old temples and other 
buildings ftripped of their former decorations ;
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and it would be matter o f  furprize, i f  in the very 
funíhine o f toleration, the legiflature o f Ireland, 
would pay fuch little regard to the defendants o f 
a people, who in former times opened their houfes 
ami fcrninaries for the reception o f  all the natives 
of Europe, who flocked to them for education, 
and erefted magnificent ltruftures in honour o f  
the deity, as to force them to pray in the open 
air. A  diffolution o f morals amongft the lower 
orders, deprived o f a place o f worihip, would be 
to the fcandal o f Europe the confequence of fuch a 
rigorous law.— The Irifh fenate forciaw it, and 
to their honour rejected the claufe.

The Catholics o f  Ireland fhould be very thank
ful to the Biihop o f Cloyne for endeavouring to 
procure them the confidence o f their rulers.—  
A nd the Diflenters and Catholics o f  Ireland are 
no lefs thankful to you, Counfellor Trant, for 
your kind ailiftance in becoming his auxiliary, 
and painting both as internal confederated enemies 
agatnjl the conflitution.* You doubtlds glory in a 
revolution which has fpread the broad bafis o f  
your civil and religious liberty. Y ou  Ihould not 
have forgotten the heroes o f Ennifkillen, nor the 
defenders of Derry againft the forces o f  James the 
Second, to whom the latter had fworn allegiance, 
and whofe fon-in-law the former had placed on the 
throne. For a gentleman who is fo well verfed in 
hifto*» y as you are, ihould know that the combined 
efforts (;f the Diffcnters and Catholics could have 
turned the fcale at that critical period, and put a 
fpeedy end to the conteft. Botn parries were well 
rewarded for their exertions in fupport o f  the 
cauie which to each leemed beft. The daughter

rivett/ed
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rivetted the chains to the DiiTenters, who had pro-* 
cured her the throne, by the exaltation of her 
brother-in-law ; and gave the coup de grace to the 
Catholics, for having fought in her father’s caufe, 
before they could have any notion th.it fhe would 
fway the fceptre which dropped from his feeble 
and unnerved hands. Since that memorable æra, 
fo undefervedly degrading to both, the Diflenters 
and Catholics o f Ireland have behaved with equal 
loyalty to each fucceeding monarch.

T h e  Biihop and the Counfellor have paid them 
a very handfome compliment.— The Biihop ex
cludes them from national confidence, on account 
o f  their readineis to pull down and jet up \ and the 
Counfellor proclaims ti em internal confederate ene- 
mies againft the conftitution.

The Rev. Mr. Barber has fhavcd the Biihop 
with a keen and polifhed razor*, and he is very 
capable o f trimming your pamphlet. May I afk 
you a few queftions ? Can you afllgn a reafon for 
calling Theophilus a well-meaning writer?— Is it 
for calling your fleíh and blood a pack of boundsj 
Are you not the fon of refpeétable Roman Catholic 
parents ? You need not blufh at the queflion, for 
the realons already alledgei. Is it in your father’s 
loyal and hofpitable family, you have difcovered 
any plot againil the ftate ? Is it among the ref- 
pe&able Diffenterá and Catholics o f the county of 
Cork ? You have travelled over the moll refined 
nations in Europe, and converted with the Roman 
nobility, not far from the tombs o f Scipio and 
Emilius. In Catholic countries have you difco
vered any treacherous correfpondence between the 
Catholics or Ireland and the Princes of the houles 
ot Bourbon and Sardinia, whom your well-meaning 
Theophilus points out as their deliverers ? You go 
pver the fame ground with the Biihop, and talk of



Papijis difarming Protejlants. Did not this happen 
in the night time ? Are you fo clear-fighted as to 
difcover a man’s religion in the dark, when you 
were (lumbering on your pillow ? I doubt not but 
that fome Protellants gave up their arms with as 
much reluctance as Counfellor Trant would reach 
forth his hand to receive the Commiffion of a Judge, 
when the Quarter-SeJJions are to be eitabliihed in 
M  un iter, or the patent o f  a Vicar General,— for 
numbers o f them would not be much concerned 
i f  prodtors, tithe-canters, and tithes, were at a 
great diltance beyond Purgatory, which contribu-r 
ted fo much to the eftabliihment ot thofe chuich 
revenues, which give the Lord Biihop o f  Cloyne 
and the C ou ncilor an occafion o f  rough-handling 
the Catholics and DiiTenters o f  Ireland. The 
Bifhop o f Cloyne preaches againil what he deems 
the fuperjlition ; but likes to live well by the inili- 
tution to which it gave rife.

In the fame itrain with the Bifhop, the Counfel
lor fpeaks o f notices threatening to lurn a new 
ehurcb, and to change an old church into a mafs- 
boufe.— Is Counfellor Trant then in earneft ? Does 
he really believe that a Catholic ever polted up 
fuch a notice ? Is the new church burnt ? Is the 
old church fprinkied with holy water ? I f  he gave 
himfelf the trouble to read my addreffes to the 
W hite-boys, with the lame attention with which 
Poétor Woodward read them in order to brand 
me with fedition -, he muit have known the man
ner in which I ridiculed the idea. Where would 
they have found a chaplain to have given them 
mais in that church ? Or does Couniellor Trant 
believe that night ftrollers who would not hear 
mafs from their own paitors, would die martyrs 
to devotion near the Biihop’s communion table ? 
4page Nugce ! This I remarked before, and here

repeat
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repeat it. “  But will Mr. O ’Leary deny that fuch 
f< a notice was pofted up ?" By no means. He 
has read the memoirs of arcful knaves, and knows 
that there are ftill living, and will be found to the 
end of time ingenious Hoyles, who can lay down 
rules for playing a game of political wbift.

“  A  Cardinal, wfroíe life was a diigrace to the 
44 purple, got information that Pope Innocent the 
“  eleventh, intended to expel him the Sacred 
*4 College, in confequence of complaints daily 
“  preferred againft him to his Holinefs; the crafty 
** courtier wrote an anonymous letter againft him- 
44 felf to the Pope, informing his Holinefs that 
‘ i the Cardinal was fo great a profligate  ̂ th a ta R o -  
“  man lady was to be found with him the follow* 
4C ing nighr, in fuch an apartment ot his palace, 
4C and requelling his Holinefs to procure perfonal 
44 information; the Pope, who was a man of the 

m >ft rigid morals, came with his guards in thç 
44 dead of night to the Cardinal’s palace, and 
44 forced his way into the apartment, where to his. 
44 furprize, he found the htly-man with his arms 
“  expanded before a Crucifix* and on his bare knees 

upon a flag inilead o f a carpet. The ftratagem 
fucceeded, and from that night forward his H o- 

*4 linefs would neverliften to any complaints againft 
4C the Cardinal.”  Counfdlor Trant, or rather the 
Biihop of Cloyne, muft produce the perfon who 
pofted up the notice threatening to burn a new 
church, & c. or ejfe leave me at liberty to attri
bute the notice to a much fimilar ftratagem. They 
ihould have enquired whether tithe-jobbers did not 
contrive to fet fire to their own corn, in order to 
prevent any alterarion in the fyftem o f tithes, and 
to draw the vengeance of the laws upon deluded 
peaiants, who were already but too obnoxious.—* 
Many evidences ihould be produced to fupport

Coun-.
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Counfellor Trant’s charge; and if  he produced 
ten thoufand, not one o f them, but, upon examin
ation, would be d ’fcovered a falfe witnefs.

That Doftor Woodward, who came from W eft- 
minfter School to enjoy an Iriih Biftioprick, fhould 
infult the natives of Ireland, both Di(Tenters and 
Catholics, by excluding them from confidence, I am 
not furprifed. Every allowance muft be made for 
the prejudices oi an early education. Perhaps, at 
the age o f  twenty, he imagined that the Iriih 
iwalked upon allfours{ as an Engliih Judge at the 
age o f  forty, a few years ago, wrote to his agent, 
to know whether chere was a flated houfe in D u b 
lin, to hire for his accommodation on his arrival. 
H  is Lord (hip is further, by his profeffion and 
conlecration, hoftile to all doftrines except bis own-, 
and interefted in tithes, which in Ireland bring 
him in a greater income rhan he could expect in 
England. But that CounleUor Trant, a native o f  
the land, a man o f the worl.;, whole mind (hould 
be enlarged by a more extenlive inxerc«.*urie with 
people of every dcfcription, and a gentleman o f 
an independent fortune, fhould ftand forth as a 
pamphlet writer, in fupport o f the charges o f  the 
well-meaning, fcurrilous and flanderous Theophi- 
lus, muft be, to his acquaintance, a matter of lur- 
prife ! There is not however, a fortune-teller in the 
county o f  Cork, but could guefs at the reafon ; 
and the reafon muft: be very preffing, when Coun- 
fellor Trant commits himfelf with almoft the bulk 
o f  the natives o f  Ireland, by calling them internal 
confederated enemies againji the conflit ution o f  this 
kingdom.

It is to be expeóted that in the fécond edition, 
and all future editions o f  his phamphlet, he will 
mark down in large legible charafters the above 
aflertion amongft the errata j otherwffe he muft

fanftifvm



fan£tify himfelf amongft the beneficed clergy, for no 
Diffenting or Catholic gentleman can with any 
warmth of affedtion keep company with their 
accufer:

The fenate o f  the nation is now affembled. The 
Biihop and Counfellor are now in Dublin : whither 
I am alfo come to meet them.— I call on them 
both in the face o f the kingdom, to bring forth 
their charges againft the Catholic.body— I call on 
them to contradidt what I have related.— I call on 
them to prove a Popifh confederacy againit church 
or ftat‘-.— -I cite them before the fenate of the na
tion.—  They are filent— they decline the fummçns. 
— Let the reader infer the conlequence.
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S E C T I O N  T H E  T H I R D .

C O N T A I N I N G

A Refutation of the Lord Bifbcp of Cloynes Argu

ments ̂ drawn from the Legate's Letter and the 

Confecration Oath of a Catholic Bifhop.

I n  the perfecutions againft the primitive Chrif- 
tians, their enemies ufed to drefs them in thefkins 
o f  fheep and other animals, and after having forced 
on their bodies this livery o f contempt, ufed to 
cry out Chriftiani ad beftias \ to the wild beaflswith 
the Chriftians. T h e enemies o f the Catholics o f  
this kingdom have been fo induftrious o f late, in 
drefling them in a ftrange drapery, and attributing 
to them fedition, hoftility to the flatey and doftrines 
inconfiflent with the fecurity of the throne, as to ex
cite a general clamour Catholici ad funem ; to the 
halter with the Catholics. T o  refute every charge 
would make up a volume. M y defence is already 
fwelled to a tolerable fize ; and after a full vin
dication o f  the Catholic body, and o f my own 
conduét, I think it needlefs to take up my reader’s 
time with any farther tedious difcuffions.

However, as the Bifhop o f Cloyne has favoured 
the public with a tranilation o f Ghilini’s letter, 
and a Catholic Bifliop’s confecration oath, I muft 
trefpafs further on the patience o f  my readers.—

The



T h e  Catholic  body muft be grofly  mifreprefented 
i f  the p ublic  are to believe that the opinions o f  
Cafuifts  make a part o f  their creed. W ere  I to fum 
u p  all the erroneous opinions o f  the D iv ines  who 
profeffed themielves members o f  the church o f  
E n g la n d ,  and the opinions o f  feveral other P r o 
teftant Divines •, did I c o l le f t  them all into a v o 
lume with this title, t h e  C r e e d  o f  t h e  R i g h t  
R e v e r e n d  D o c t o r  W o o d w a r d ,  L o r d  B ishop 
o f  C l o y n e ,  how would  he gaze  with  aftoniib- 
ment, and exclaim againft m y want o f  fincerity 
and candour ! In the very fuppofition then, that 
B u r k e  and Ghil in i  were really o f  the opinion 
w h ic h  the Biihop attributes to them, how far does 
it affeft the Catholics o f  Ireland, or the Catholics  
all over the world ? W h e n  a G erm an Prin ce  
propofed a cafe o f  confcience to L u th e r  and M e -  
ianéthon, to kn o w  whether in the abfence o f  his 
wife  or during  her pregnancy he m ight  m ake ufe 
o f  another ; thole Cafuifts  anfwered in the affirma
tive. A  cafe o f  confcience m u ch  fimilar was p ro
pofed to Biihop Burnet. A fte r  labouring m u ch,  
and torturing texts o f  Scripture, the humane D iv in e  
decided that p o ly g a m y  was lawful.  W o u l d  it not 
be ridiculous in me, to force into the Biihop ’s 
confcience, fuch  d éd iio n s  as articles o f  his creed? 
Nay, fome Proteftant D iv in es  went further. D o c 
tor D o p p in g ,  B i ihop  o f  M eath ,  preached p u b lic ly  
in Chrift  C h u rc h ,  D u b l in ,  that violation of faith  
with Catholics was lawful, in juftif ication o f  the 
breach o f  the articles o f  L im e r ic k .  T o  feveral 
Chriftian D iv ines  then can be applied, what Cicero 
faid o f  the philofophers o f  his time, that there was 
no abfurdity fo glaring> but had fome philofopher to 
fupport it. I f  then the Bifhop intends to iwell the 
C a th o l ic  creed, with  the opinions o f  Catholic  
Schoolm en, I fhall repay him tenfold, by fending

to
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to  him a collection o f  abfurdities and ftrangc? 
doctrines advanced by Proteftant authors. E v e r y  
man of fenfe will acknowledge this a iufficienr 
anfwer to his Lordfhip’s remark onGhilini’s letter. 
And what is Ghilini’s opinion to countervail the 
doctrine fworn to by the Prelates and Catholics 
o f  Ireland, both clergy and laity ? Or does the 
Biíhop intend to hold us up to our Kin^ and 
Country* as unprincipled perjurers? This is fe- 
vere ufage to men labouring under fo many dif- 
qualifications, becaufe they refufe to take an oath 
againft the conviction o f their confciences. Let the 
moft profligate amongft us fwear againft our whole 
creed, he is believed, and becomes an adoptive 
child o f the ftate. When we fwear againft imputed 
doctrines without fee or reward, it is hard indeed 
i f  we deferve no credit. But without being an apo- 
logift for Ghilini, much lefs for Burke, has the 
Biihop fairly ftated thc cafe, and the principles on 
which the titular Archbiihop of Rhodes rejected 
the oath, which in reality he did not, nor could 
underftand as wrell as the Catholics o f Ireland ?—  
Did he fay, or could he have the abfurd eftrontery 
to fay that Catholics could not in confcience fwear 
allegiance to a Proteftant King, when in the pureft: 
ages o f the Chriftian Religion, the primitive Chrif- 
tians fwore allegiance to the Heathen Caefars ?—  
When the rigid Tertullian, a ftrangcr to fear or 
flattery, who would expire in the tortures o f the 
rack for his belief, has left us an abridgment of the 
prayer offered up by Chriftian fubjecfs for their 
pagan rulers. “  W e pray, fays this great man, IVe 
“  pray for the Emperors, and that God may grant 
cc th em  a long life and a quiet reign : that their 
te family  may be fafe, and their forces valiant : their 
fc fenate wife, their people orderly and virtuous: 
"  that they m a y  rule in peace ,  and enjoy all the

bleffings
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"  blefl lngs they can deiire  c ither as m en  or princes.
"  E t  O M N I A  Q U Æ  T E N D U N T  A D  C æ S A R I S  V O T U M . ” *

Upon what ground does Ghilini rejed the oath ? 
From Ignorance, ft is evident from his letter, that 
he did not know the nature of it. His very words 
prove it to demonitration. I ihall give them in the 
Biihop of Cloyne’s own tranflation.

E x t r a c t  f r o m  G h i l i n i ’s  l e t t e r .

"  Beiides, whether he be inviolably bound as the 
"  new form prefcribes, to be always true and faith- 
“  ful to his Majefty, which is afterwards explained 

to affirm upon oath a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s e n s e

"INTENDED BY THE LAWS OF IRELAND, is tO m e
“  a very d u b i o u s  p o i n t .  [Remark reader, how 
"  Ghilini doubts.~\ “  Forlince the laws of England 
ct and Ireland recognize the King as head o f  the 
“  Church, and the fountain o f  its fpiritual authority; 
"  he who takes fuch an oath, and promifes to be 
“  faithful to his Majefty, according to the prefcrip- 
“  tion of the laws of Ireland, might alfo recognize 
“  the King as head ot the Church, and the fountain 
“  o f its fpiritual authority. Should it happen that 
“  fuch expreffions either were or could be fo un- 
“  deritood, your moft illuitrious Lordlhips and 
"  each of the Catholics themfelves, Ought to take 
“  notice that this is a moit manifeit error, and di- 
"  redly contrary' to the principles of the Catholic 
“  religion, which acknowledges only one head and 
“  fountain o f  all fpiritual authority, namely, the 
"  Roman Pontiff.”

From thefe very words the reader may know 
that the Nuncio did not know the nature of the 
oath. He confounds civil, with ecclefiajlical juris
diction, and imagines that the Iriih legiflature

propofed
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propofed an oath of allegiance to the Catholics, 
binding them to acknowledge the King as Popey
head of the unvverfal Church, and the fountain of all 

fpiriiual authority; whereas they only (wore that no 
foreign Prince, Prelate or Potentate, hath or ought to 
have any civil jurfdiction within thefe realms. Hence 
the doubts and ignorance ot an Italian Cafuift, arc 
trumpeted over three Kingdoms, as articles of 
Catholic belief, and w aved as fo many fignals for
perfecution. . . .  , , r c

Nor does the Biihop difcriminate the claules or 
the oath from each other ; nor explain the diftinc- 
tions o f which Ghilini’s letter is fufceptible with 
that accuracy to Which he fnould have attended,
i f  he expeóted ananfwer.

In the fame period o f the oath, there are two 
claufes ; the one difclaiming violation of faith with 
heretics, as an article ot Catholic belief : the other 
difclaiming the dcpofitien of Kings, in confequence 
o f  Papal excommunications. The legate gives his 
opinion, that the condemnation of the latter as abo
minable is abfolutely intolerable, becaufe, according 
to him, this dotlrine ( h a n c  d o c t r i n a m )  has been 
defended and contended for  by moft Catholic nationsy 
and the Holy See has frequently followed it in practice.

It is to be remarked, that he fpeaks in the lin
gular manner (dofirinam hanc) and alludes to the 
indirect depofmg power iupported by fome ultra
montane Canonifts, whom the Legate in confe-  ̂
quence o f his prejudices in favour of the court of 
Rome, enlarges into mojl Catholic nations. For vio
lation of faith with heretics was never defended nor 
contended for by Catholic nations, much lefs by the Apof- 
tolic See. But it has been detefted and exclaimed 
againft, as a black flander, invented by indelicate 
controvertifts, in order to mifreprefent the Catho-
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B i Z Danf n iu m  o n t h c  A P»f-

I fh e  had
«ho proved it a flander five ,«■ r  Hâyes,

Hander S Z f 7 ‘ ,  “ K f i d

f o t ^ . ' h e l ' S . n i  P̂ t r r p f ;
A le x a n d e r  a t l ,  U ' Vhcn h c reads N ata lis  
on  E c c le fia ftic a l H iito r t"  hlS D lircrta ti°ns

“ X <0 many a S c ^ i v t a S t S , "  s  r l T ’
countries, au-ainft vmUt, „ /• I  , & ln Catholicmaking i m " L *  Z Z Í J ‘‘ f  and
might therT have fpa^H í ^ r T /  J *  L ° rd“ "P 
ttanilating Ghilini s letter Th J  Î  troubk  o f  
nuift allude to the indirett H r  Legate then
ploded all over the S  depofing power, cx-
fome Italian Canonifts and ? gf  fuPP°«ed by
tempted by fome Popes notin r ^ r  7 at~ 
any divine right but in m n f confequence o fchL, fcu„d?d;ith“; oVcotrr„°r':
fcription pleaded a^ainft u n& P rc~
deceiTors had rendered rhri i j ’ whofe pre- 
the Holy See. ^ k i n g d o m s  tributaiy to

I f  the Proteftant BiihoD o f  rim-n» u • /•
ardent for the fecurity o f  his tithes^ h° Z ' i °
fame title to P m V s uthes, had the
as the Roman PnnrifP- ’ a°  , n as powerful 
reformation he w , ,| i 7  *  ) bcSinninS oí' the 
as Pope Paul , J  Ï  u ™  b?Cn. as clamorous
w h o  coniidercd Fno-I^i 31 Slxtus Quintus, 
Sec * For rh  ̂ 6 and, as a jie f  o f  the Holy 

1 or thc generally o f  church-mcn, howeveï
divided

E lu a b cth ’s A m baü ïJo u .r" er ° f  Pope Paul the Fourtll> 10 Queei,
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a* ooree very well in one 
divided as to cree I , g tjjey have.—
point, viz. not to put Morimam in law form, 
Hence the, are calkd M« £ ^  ^  ^
perhaps from the.grip f  i terms with them,
E e ft  m anner o f  l i v i n g  on . & ° d  =s n o t t h e

is to take nothing f r ^ hoUc monarchSj who with-
prefent humour o , r  doctrine, and in de-
out any ^  ^  ^  „
fiance of the thunde. them any provocat ion,
the Pope s cities, § his exCommunicationb
In vain would he fulmin*f • . they arc coniidered
on the fcore o. ^  ^  m if
as a fulmen bruturn. A tortures it as he has
derftands G h ilin i’s l e t t e r , °  ^  l  ,vould ftake
tortured M r. O  Leary *» « Lordihip wrote

life th is very m f t a n t ^ ja t ^  .f  ^  ^  ^

to the Nuncio, anu  ̂ heretics, was a doc-
letter that violation ° f f f  , * Cathoiic nations,
trine S « . that
and frequently followed i £  * ^  in an(\ver a very
the Nuncio would writ difclaim any
obliging letter, «  W hiA  t e  ^  d T h e

N u n c io 'm e S n s  in

^ " r S r f o U o w i n g  manner, page «  o f

his pamphlet. rlsufes in the propofed
••T h e Legate treats t h chutes and

•• oath, containing a declaration ^ ^  ^
«  deteftation o f  th e  d o c  i . i - » .  g d e p r i v e d  b y

« kept with Heretics ; an “ , 1 au 0luteh  intolerable,
« the Pope .nay b .  S “n Jed and con-
.. becaufe thofe o o f i u ^ a t e  ci „ HaJ thc
« tended for by m olt Catholic ;de„ ticai
l e g a t e  “ P t e ® d  h i m f i : l f  ^  b£ M  n e e d  0 f

words with the Mb. condemn the Legate s
any comment, w ignorance.



ignoiance, and the horror o f  his doétrine in a more 
pointed manner. But thus it is. A  Roman 
courtier, zealous for the honour o f his ultramon
tane Canomfts who fupport the difcarded de- 
poling power, takes offence that their d o c -  
t r i . v e  ihould be called abominable; and for this 
reafon fays, that fuch a ftricture is intolerable. 1'he 

lihop of Cloyne, from brotherly love, increafes the 
ecclejiaftical funds, by adding to the Archbiihop o f 
Khodes’s doctrine of the indirect dfpofm^ pozirr, 
VIOLATION OF FAITH WITH HERETICS, o f which
the other certainly could not think. Thus one 

l elate ihews an extraordinary generoiity in be- 
i to wing on his Confrere more than he would a c 
c e p t  o f .  Nothing more then can be inferred 
from this letter, than that the Titular Archbiihop 
o f  Rhodes doubts the validity o f an oath, o f the na
ture o f which he expreffes his ignorance, in imagin
ing that the Catnolics ot Ireland intended to make 
a Pope o f their Sovereign. In his very ignorance 
he neverthelefs ihews the abhorrence in which he 
holds a falfe oath. Whereas in the alternative o f 
P erj u r y r or fuft'ering, he recommends to the Catho
lics to fuffer for ever under the penal laws, fooner 
than to take an oath which he deems erroneous. 
The fame can be faid of Burke, who calls it horrible 
impiety, to fay that a Catholic who had fworn alle
giance to George the Third, • ihould abjure the 
fame King i f  he became a Catholic. Under the 
change o f  religion, he coniiders the oath taken to 
a proteftant King ftill binding, when he alters his 
creed. O f what advantage then Ghilini’s letter 
can be to t h e  Lord Bifhop’s caufe, after the buftle 
it has occalioncd, let  t h e  reader determine. This 
cafe o f  confcience propofed to an Italian, by a 
doting Prelate, who filled up a volume with minu
tiae and trifling occurrences, concerns the Catholics
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o f Ireland as much as the queffion which Rabelais 
propofed to the logicians, “  » he* e r  a ch 
« bouncing in a vacuum, could eat up the pre
« miffes of a fyllogifm?” Numqmd chimera m vocm 
bornbinans, pojjit comedere -primas intentiones

The Biibop cries out with a n  air o f ^ m p h  
who is the voucher to be Jet in oppojitwn to the Legate of 
the Pope ? And I raife my voice m my turn. IVha 
is the Pope’s Legate, a man who did not know _ the 
nature of the fubjetl of his letter, to befet in oppofitmto 
the Catholic clergy of Ireland ? Or who is the- P ?  
himfelf to be fet in oppcfition to all ages acknowle g g 
' A i  that Temporal.irinces have to the alkgiance oj 
theirfuljeSs ; whether thefe Princes were Trajan or 
Confiant.mes ? Or who is t h e  Bifiop of 

jbould fabricate creeds for his neighbours .
Catho'ic Prelates better and more competent, 
vouchers of the Catholic doctrine than a perfon
reared o u t  o f  their communion ? He
the ignorant with a letter which the CatholicPre
lates condemned in the year 1 7 7 5 - :If hc 1a“ a<
the Catholics on a fair ground why does not he 
explain their genuine principles ? Or does he in
tend to fport with common fenfe, in erecti g 
S o n  o f  every doating Cafuift, into an; article o f 
Catholic belief? I f  he does, I (hall meet Inm on 
S o w n  ground and fwell his creedI « .a n  enor, 
mous bulk, by adding to it the reveries and[extra 
vagant opinions of thofe writers who attack the 
church o f Rome, andat the fame time ftruck u*Q 
thofe devious paths, in which his Lordihip mu 
acknowledge that fcripture was not the>r guide ; 
i f  he acknowledges it, he muft/enounce his creed 

T h e Biihop o f Cloyne has f a v o u r e d  the public 
with the confecration oath o f Cathohc Biíhops. 
And from what motive ? T o  infinuate to the pub
lic, that the oath oi allegiance they have taken to
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their fovercign is not to be relied on, and confe- 
quently that they and their Hocks are not ro be 
trufted. I iliould imagine that common juftice 
fhould have induced him, not to throw out fuch 
an injurious intimation, and that the Catholic Pre
lates are the moil: competent judges o f the fenfe 
and meaning o f  an oath which they take at their 
confecration.

He has tranflated the entire oath at the clofe, 
and given the moft obnoxious claufes o f it in the 
23d page of his pamphlet. Let us now examine 
the moft obnoxious claufes of this oath,— Foras 
to “  vifiting the tbre/Jjolds of the ApojUes every three 
“ years”  I believe the Biihop would not quarrel 
with our Catholic Prelates, whom his pamphlet is 
calculated to tran/port out o f  the kingdom,— fo r  
e v e r .

I. “  They promife to be faithful and obedient 
cc to Saint Peter the Apoftle, and to the Holy Ro- 
<c man Church, and to their Lord the Pope, and 
lc his fucceffors canonically entering.”

II. “ The Roman Papacy, and the royalties of 
t( Saint Peter, to ailift the Pope and his fucceffors, 
4f to retain and defend againft every man.”

III. “  The rights, honours, privileges, and au- 
€t thority o f the Holy Roman Church, and of 
<c their Lord the Pope, and his fucceífors afore- 
<c faid, to be careful to preferve, defend, enlarge, 
“  and promote.”

IV. “  Heretics, fchifmatics, and rebels, againft 
u their faid Lord, and his fucceifors, aforefaid, 
4C they will to the utmoft o f their power, profecute 
u and impugn.

V. ic Not to be concerned in any thing prejudi- 
Lt cial to the Pope or Roman Church ; but as far 
€t as they are able to prevent the fame.”
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Such are the obnoxious claufes o f  the Bifhop’s 
confecration oath, in the midft of which is inferted 
in cxprefs words, a faving claufe wliich fpcaks the 
dignity of Catholic Bifhops, and reconciles their 
allegiance to their refpeitive Sovereigns with the 
Canonical obédience due to their head paftor.—  
Salvo meo or dine.— Saving my order. This claufe 
does away every difficulty, and leaves the fceptre 

ê in the Prince’s hands, whilft it leaves the cenfer in 
the hand of the Pontiff.

The oath then is but an oath o f canonical obe
dience due from an inferior to a Superior, in every 
church that acknowledges a Hierarchy. But an 
oath o f allegiance is due to Temporal Princes alone; 
And doubdefs the Bifhops in the Popes ftate can 
take both one and the other, for in thofe ftates 
they have no other Sovereign.

When then they bind themfeives to preferve, 
defendy enlarge, and promote the rights, honours, pri- 
viledgcSy and authority o f the Roman Church and its 
Pontiff ! Catholic Bifhops, only mean their j u s t  

rights, their j u s t  honours, their j u s t  privileges, 
their j u s t  authority, which do not nor can extend 
to the overthrow o f  ftates, nor to the ufurpation 
o f  the juft and lawful rights, honours, privileges, 
and authority o f  others.

For an oath is not a tie o f  iniquity. An unjuft 
oath taken to God himfelf is not binding; and 
an oath taken to one perfon to the prejudice o f  
another is null and void. Hence the religious 
warrior in the fcripture, who in confequence o f  his 
oach, offered up his daughter, offered to God a 
facr iegious facrifice. Herod, who bound himfelf 
by oath to give the young woman who danced in 
his prefence, whatever fhe required, was guilty o f 
murder in giving her the Baptift’s head. And 
Billiops would be guilty o f  robbery, treachery, and

profanation.
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profanation, i f  they bound themfclves by their 
confecration to dethrone their Sovereigns, plunder 
individuals, and difturb'the peace and order of civil 
lociety, to defend, enlarge, and promote the royalties of 
Saint Peter, which are hierely confined to a Spiri
tual Supremacy, and extend to no fuperiority in 
temporals. Let the form of words be what it may, 
Biiliops never take that oath in any fenfe injurious 
to Sovereigns, nor to civil fociety. The Sovereign 
Pontiif knows they do not.— Before they are con- 
fecrated, they muft fwear allegiance to their re- 
fpective Sovereigns, who are as jealous o f their 
privileges as any Proteftant monarch can be.

Oaths and laws aré liable to interpretation ; 
and one general rule prevails, that a greater ftrefi 
ts to be laid on the fenfey than on the words. Bifhops 
are not only the moil competent judges- of their 
own meaning, but moreover fecure their own 
dignity, and the rights o f their refpedlive Sover
eigns, by an exprefs claufe ; Satvomeo or dine, Saving 
my order. As .a Biihop who receives his jurifdiótiort 
and the right ot determining on dodrinal matters 
by his coniccration, and not as a vaiTal or vicegerent 
of the Pope. Salvo vieo online, Saving my order, 
as a fubjedl bound to give Cæfar his due, and to pay 
allegiance to the reigning powers in whofe ftates I 
reiide. Salvo meo ordine, Saving my order. Ás a 
Minifter o f the Gofpel, who is to preach the word, 
and who takes his oath in no other fenfe, than to 
profecute by arguments, and impugn by perfuaiion, 
reafon, and good example, thofe who are o f a dif
ferent perfuaiion, and are willing to be convinced. 
Any other profecution or perfecutiony let the term be 
what it may, is inconfiftent with humanity, much 
more with the order of a Chriitian Prelate, who 
takes not, w ho cannot take the oath in any other 
fenfe. He cannot take the fword out of the hands,

o f
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o f  the civil magiftrate, nor injure any defcrip- 
tion o f  men who are under the prote&ion o f  
the ftate.

Does the Biihop o f Cloyne mean to hold up the 
Catholic Prelates all over the world, as a fet of 
perjurers ? Are the C atholic Bifhops in Germany, 
fome o f whom are Sovereign Princes, with num
bers o f  religious defcriptions in their ftates, are 
they perjurers ?

This cavil then at the Catholic Bifhops confecra- 
tion oath, is but a difpute about words. They them- 
felves know beft in what fenfe they take it ; and 
no C atholic Prelate on earth takes it in the fenfe 
which the Biihop o f  Cloyne intimates to the

the Prodtors o f  the Court o f  Arches are 
fworn into office, they bind themfelves by oath, 
without any Salvo or referring claufe, never to impugn, 
diminifh, or abridge the rights, liberties, or privileges 
of the Church of Canterbury in any manner w h a t e v e r .  
Q u o q u o  m odo.

Nunquam ad impugnationem, diminutionem, vel 
læfionem juris, libertatis, vel privilegii Cantuarienfis, 
Ecclefiæ pofiulabo ; nec jus libertatem, vel privilegium 
ejufdem Ecclefiœ q u o q u o  modo, impugnabo, ike. 
(vide fiatuta de arcubus, Stratford.)— Yet Oughton 
in his ordo judiciorum, De caufis tejlamentarus ; 
Titulus, 224, acknowledges that in certain cafes 
they can decline the jurifdiCtion o f the Court o f  
Prerogative, though it is incumbent on them in 
fuch cafes to proceed with the greateft and moft 
delicate iincerity, in order not to incur the guilt o f 
perjury, “  Notandum tamen eft quod expedit pro- 

curatori neganti jurifdidtionem curiæ præroga- 
u  tivæ, bona et optima fide alias committit per- 
“  jurium,”

( io6 )
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It is well known, that the prerogative court* 
claim jurifdiótion in many cafes in which the 
courts of common law deny them jurifdidtion ; yet 
it would be as abfurd to lay that the Proclors of 
thofe prerogative courts are enemies to the laws 
o f the realm, or perjure themfelves in confequence 
o f their oath, as it is abfurd to imagine that Ca
tholic Biihops are by their profeffion hoftile to the 
rights and privileges o f their refpedive Sovereigns, 
or perjure themfelves by taking an oath of Cano
nical obedience. In the Prelates oath, there is an 
exprefs faving claufe.— In the Pro&ors oath their 
is no referve, but fuch as juilice and reafon im
ply : all oaths muil be reafonable and juil. And 
in the interpretation o f them, the intention of the 
fvvearers, and o f thofe to whom they are taken, 
and the fenfe in which both parties underftand 
them, are to be ilridlly attended to.

The Biihop then might with propriety have fpar- 
ed himfelf the trouble o f alarming the public with 
the confecration oath o f  Catholic Prelates ; efpc- 
cially as his own confecration oath is not fo favour
able, if  literally taken for want of the dignified faving 
çlaufe inferted in the oath o f Catholic Biihops.

( I07 )
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COPY o f  the L o r d  B i s h o p  o f  CLOYNE’s 

CONSECRATION OATH.

(T aken  from the E N G L I S H  O R D IN A L . )

The Arch-bifhop's Interrogatory to the Bijhop-Elett.

« j t  ,C A  R  F1 y0U ready ’ 'w k h  a11 faithful 
diligence, to banifh and drive away all erro-

« r T  3ndj  a11 ftrang e dodrines, contrary to 
k  God s word and both privately and openly to 

call upon and encourage others to the fame ?

« h d p t r ’ ' * * 1 am ready* tîle Lord beins  my

The reader may judge whether the above oath 
C n° r tanCarnount to profecute and impupn Heretics 

and Schematics. Nay it goes it further : for the 
at o ic I relate ufes the dignified language o f

vo meo ordme, and docs not bind himfelf to call 
upon and encourage others privately and openly to the 

jame. hat an alarming comment would not 
malevolent writers make on the Biihop’s confe- 
cration oath in thofe proteftant and catholic ftates 
where free toleration is granted, i f  they were as 
attive in excluding the members o f  the church o f 
England irom national confidence, as he has been 
in excluding Iriih DiiTenters and Catholics ; 
or Counfcllor Dominick Trant, who calls them 
interna1 confederated enemies, againji the confiitution.

wnnM k WOrí  P nvately encouraging others, 
would be tortured to the prejudice o f  the two

Biihops,



Biihops who were confccrated the other day in 
Lambeth Palace, in order to inftruft their floe 
in America, where unfettered confcience enjoys 
that innate freedom of which tefts and penaltie 
h a v e  deprived unhappy periecuted mortals

The affinity of one oath with the other wa
g l a r i n g ,  th a t  ^  d r e v v  e q u a l  v e n g e a n c e  on t h e  B -

fhops of the Church of England, as well as on the 
Catholics, during thole u n h a p p y  icenes which 
dilb-acted England in the reign ot Cha^les t^ r£  
Patifts and Malignant! were equally obnoxious 
„ Z Í  who perceived fuch a thm parmmn, be
tween both, and a fim ilarityof £ £
tres, confirmations, coniecrations and oaths, icaice

J 'W h lii is 'th e  meaning of the words to “  bamlh 
and drive away all erroneous and ftrange doc- 
trines and encourage others privately and 

- S  to the lame ? T he Bifnop w h o » #  
believe that Biihops are jure divino, muft belie 
the doftrine of the Diffenters f t r a n g e  and erroneous.

1  he Biihop who believes that two [acr aments are 
l è c e L y  to falvation, muft believe « J o a n n e  
of the Quakers grange and erroneous. The Biihop
w h o  b e e v e s  ti/e C o l i c s , . to *  v■
nl uors of Faith with Heretics, & c. muit believe

• thf  d° a ™ e E W t a  TsL * e " '̂ e ° T o T q u ^ ?  
ïhat'th eB U h op o f  Cloyne is bound to bamfh and

ptofefs t o  Lordjhipi cre'd. H.S pamphlet

^ s t r d f c i p  hints t t e t y Œ ê n f a  
Church of R om e-, 1 moft car" V W l v e s  mor-
d if p e n i a t i o n  f r o m  a n y  o a t h ,  w h i c h t e ^ p

tals of the rights to which they are
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nature, and which they have not forfeited by theft 
perfonal crimes. H e ihould then have left the 
confecration oath o f  Catholic Prelates who in 
every age have been an ornament to human nature 

y their philanthrophy, their learning, and the 
purity o f  their lives, he ihould have left it where

n f I C 'nn 3n ° ld P o" ^ a l  on the Íheíf
rhlr , CoUege L ' brary, as he might have forefeen

nil when "he ^  ** f° Ught f° r ln his ordi- heL would «am ine into the oaths o f
ers. It both are to be taken in the literal fenfe

they are very well matched, and difplay in each
ther s face a ftriking fimilarity o f  features 

fuch as ought to be between an elder and, a

t0 l’fe the o f  the ingenious

This affinity however, has been very trouble-
Trn! urnhaPPy Catholics o f  England and
Ireland, ever fince the reign o f  Queen Elizabeth
to this very day, In Holland and S w f t S n d
Proteftants and Catholics live together in the
greateft harmony. In fome parts o f  Germany
Calvinifts, Lutherans and Catholics, fay their
prayers in the fame church, each in their turn •
as one traveller fucceeds another at an Inn and

traveller^had f t  ‘ T  £able ° n which an’other traveller had taken his repaft an hour before.

in the fame • r Proteftants and Catholics 
in the fame Umverfity. And in Paris, the youth

nations and religions mayftudy the fciences
and attend what leftutes they think fit in the’
Umverfity and other Seminaries of karnint
ivhere quick parts and a comprehendvc eeniis’

f a '  nó m a í  ‘ °  V  ‘  ^  ^  Studc" ts « « 8 ''° "  no matter o f  concern to a Profeifor who
explains to hiS> hearers either the Juftinian’ code 

r Hippocrates’s aphorifms, or Quintillian’s infti-

tutions,



tutions. W hat reafon then can be afligned for 
difputes about religion in this Kingdom? “  Is 
<c the Pope more formidable here than in H ol
land, Switzerland, and other places more conti
guous to Italy ?”  Is it on account o f  difference 
o f  belief? No.— The Catholic creed is the fame 
all over the world. A n  Iriih peafant believes 
neither more or lefs than aFenelon or aBoffuet. Is 
it on account of the Pope’s all-difpenfing power?
Is his Omnipotence more prevalent here than 
elfewhere ? Does the Biihop of Cloyne imagine 
the Catholic clergy o f  Ireland are fo ignorant as 
to confound a Legate’s letter, or a Pope's decree, 
with the Do&rine of the Catholic Church ? 
Hiftory informs them that a Pope was excommu
nicated after his death, on a fufpicion of having 
favoured the doftrine o f the Monothelites ; that 
Pope John the twenty-fecond, was obliged to 
retra-: the doétrine which he preached at Avignon, 
where he aflerted that the fouls o f the faints were 
not to enjoy the beatifick vifion, or the clear 
fight of God before the laft judgment ; and that 
Popes were depofed by a council, to put an end 
to diforder and fchifm. 7  he Pope’s infallibility 

" then can be no part o f  their creed. They ac
knowledge him indeed as the head paftor of 
their religion -, but the paOrurage on which 
he is to feed the flock, is not at his choice. 
T he boundaries are prefcribed. and under the 
control o f unalterable faith, and the Universal 
Canons of the Churchy he mud not dare to remove 
the land marks, I f  he attempted to publiih 
the Charter School Catechifm, which, I am in
formed, was compokd by, or compiled under 
the direction o f  the Bifhop o f Cloyne, the 
Catholic body would depole him, and eleft ano
ther in his room. Is it from dread of the Pope’s

depofing
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dcpoiing power, and the implicit obedience due 
to his mandates ? XVho can name a Prince de- 
pofed by the Pope, in virtue o f his fpiritual au
thority? Can the Prince be named who parted 
tamely with his crown, and opened his gates 
when the SuccelTor o f  Saint Peter founded the 
trumpet, and ordered him to furrender? I f  in 
a memorable difpute between a Pope and an 
Emperor, about inveilitures, the latter was 
worfted, it was a conteil in which com pails 
and agreements were pleaded on both fidcs, and 
fupported by pow erful parties ; but in this very 
conteft have not Catholic fubjcdls fought againlt 
the Pope in defence o f their Sovereign ? Have 
not the Catholic Barons and Clergy o f England, 
with Archbilhop Langton at their head, obtained 
the great charter o f Engliih liberty, in defiance o f  
the threats, menaces, and excommunications o f  
Pope Innocent the third ? Is it for any dege
neracy peculiar to the Roman Catholic religion, 
which makes contemptible cowards o f its vota
ries ? The gallant Richard Cœur de lion, wTas the 
admiration o f  Europe and Afia ; whereas James 
the Firft, w;hom the Bijhop admires for his wife 
faying, no BiJJjop no King, ufed to ihut his eyes 
whenever he drew the fword to perform the cere- 
many o f  dubbing a Knight- It is for want o f  va
lour and heroifm ? The Heroes o f Agincourt and 
Crefïi, who faid their beads on the evening o f thofe 
memorable battles, which will immortalize them 
in the annah o f  the w orld, were as brave as M arl
borough, who w as obliged to make a declaration 
o f  war againil the Virgin Mary before he could 
draw his fword in Flanders. * It is on account o f 
the alloy o f  flavery, peculiarly blended with their 
profeffion ?

When

( 112 )
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When Attila flew over Italy like a vulture, a 
few Catholics, unable to refift by land, took ihelter 
in the lea; and like the Halcyon that builds his 
neil on the calm furface of the water, in that very 
element they laid the foundation of a Republic, 
equally famous for preferving its liberties againft 
the Popes of Rome, and the Turkiih Emperors of 
Conftantinople.* Without any breach of faith, or 
rupture ol Catholic communion, the keys o f 
Saint Peter painted on the Pontiff’s Tiara, and the 
crefcent railed on the top of the Saracens turbant, 
ar.e equally obnoxious to Catholic republicans, if  
either nodded any attempt againft their liber
ties. Where then can the Biihop find the truth 
o f his afiertion, that defpotic States bane found in 
the Papal authority a congenial fyjlem of arbitrary 
dominion? Has not the Temple o f Liberty, from 
whole very cornets he endeavours to exclude the 
natives of thefe realms, been eredted by Catholic 
hands, long before Langton could forefee that a 
Bifhop would mifreprefent his creed ? Have not 
Catholic States oppoled this Papal authority fo con
genial, according to the Biihop, with the fyjlem of 
arbitrary dominion. Are not Proteilant Monarchs 
as defpotic as Catholic Kings ? Does not the fmall 
Republic o f Ragufa change its governor every 
month, left a longer continuance in office would 
enable him to become the petty fovereign of a 
fmall territory ? Where then is this congeniality of 
Papal authority with arbitrary dominion, fo inter
woven with the frame of a C a t h o l i c ’s creed as to 
make them infeparable ? Or can a Biihop be io 
much a Arranger to human nature, as to be igno
rant of one of its undeniable principles ? One man 
refembles another, and every one chufes to be free.

( I J3 )
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S E C T I O N  T H E  F O U R T H ,

C ON T  A I N Í N G

CVRSOR.T R em arks on the L o rd  Bisho? oi 

C lq y n e ’s Pam phlet.

X X A D  I not feen the Reverend Mr. Barber’s 
pamphlet, and got information that flridtures on 
the Biihop o f  Cloyne s publication are fent to the 
prefs, by a gentleman o f  more diftinguifhed abili
ties than I can pretend to, I would examine his 
Lordihip’s pofitions in every l'eftion o f his work * 
but as others have exempted me from the talk, 
my principal defign was to enter into a full vindi
cation o f  the Catholic, body, as well as o f  myfelf, 
whom his Lordihip’s work is calculated to render 
peculiarly obnoxious to the reigning powers.

After having committed himfelf, with the 
Diflenters and Catholics, he makes a peculiar 
attack on the regular clergy by an inuendo, that 
agitating friars and Romifo millenaries, may be fent 
here to fo-w fedition. I challenged his Lordihip in 
the public papers, and in the courfe of my defence 
to produce one. H e cannot. H e hints that Theo- 
philus may have fome information o f  luch. Let 
Theophilus appear, and he fhall be branded as a 
falfe witnefs. A s for my parr, my landlord, Mr. 
Auguftus Warren, a Member o f Parliament, and 
a gentleman, who at the very beginning o f the

diforders



diforders took an aótive and honourable part in» 
fuppreifing them, is now in town; he would not 
honour me with his friendfhip, nor give me free 
acceis to his houfe and library whenever I chufe to 
retire from the buttle of cities, if  he difcovered in 
me a feditious tenant. The regular clergy o f this 
kingdom are a part o f the Catholic body, whom 
they inftruft and edify under the direction o f the 
Catholic prelates.

Does the Biihop intend to raife a perfecution 
againft them, and thus through their fldes to 
wound the Catholics at large  ̂ with whom they are 
fo clately connefted by the ties of blood, and the 
mutual interchange o f  good offices ? They are not 
poffeifed o f thofe fine gardens, and rich monafte- 
ries which could 'excite the Lord Bifhop o f 
Cloyne’s jealoufy; and which the Emperor of 
Germany would fell to increaJe his treafury, as he 
has curtailed the revenues of fuch Bifhops as are 
not fovereign princes. The ftriéter their vow the 
lets cumberlome they are to fociety, as they are 
literally content with what Saint Paul was fatisfied, 
food and raiment. Many o f them have left good 
fortunes to their younger brothers-, all have re
nounced their fhare of the inheritance-, and fuch 
o f  them as had but a final! dividend to fhare, made 
a generous facrifice, when they renounced all 
earthly profpecls. I f  a contempt of the vanities 
of the world, and a difintereftçd heart, be deemed 
objects o f cenfure in ecclefiaitics, by deifts or liber
tines, they ihould not he held in fuch a view by a 
Biihop, who finds them recommended in thefcrip- 
tures. Neither will they ever be deemed fuch by 
the laity, who will ever eiieern the clergy the more, 
in proportion as they praftife what they preach. 
I write here o f the regular clergy of Ireland, who 
run the fame career with the reft of the Catholic

H  2 clergy
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clergy of the kingdom, and whofe common an- 
ceftors fell proftrate in the promifcuous ruin, oc- 
cafioned by confifcations, and forfeitures. I f  a 
revival o f claims, fo often mentioned in the fenate, 
and bandied about in flying pamphlets, can tend 
to render them obnoxious, there is no doubt, but 
that they fhould be obje&s o f  jealoufy with the 
reft of the Catholics, ihould thofe claims be ever 
aiTerted. For the Catholic clergy both fecular and 
regular are defcended from the fame ftock with 
the Catholic laity, and from anceftors who in their 
days were neither bewers of wood, nor drawers of 
water. But thofe claims I have done away by 
fcripture, canon and civil law, and reafon in my 
a d r r e s s  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p l e ,  when the com
bined fleets were on our coafts, and a revival moft 
likely to enfue.* For at that time, the unprotected 
Catholic had nothing to lofe, and on each Catholic 
clergyman’s head hung the naked fword of pro- 
fcription. I had fome time before confirmed the 
throne in his Majefty’s family, againit the claims o f 
the Stuarts, Bourbons, and the Houle of Sardinia.-f- 
This I have done in my l o y a l t y  a s s e r t e d ,  as far 
as a writer poflefled o f  abilities, which have nothing 
to recommend them but the fincerity o f  the author, 
could confirm the throne of a prince, whofe Ca
tholic fubjects are compared to a pack of hounds, 
impatient to run down the r o y a l  g a m e .

The only reward I expe<5t for my labour, is not 
to be infulted by any oblique infinuation, that I 
am fent here to fow fedition. The Biihop foftens 
the inuendo in thefe words; I  do not fay, that Mr. 
O'Leary is fent here to fow fedition -, but, & c. I f  he 
did not fay it , why mention my name as a deflfert,

after

*  See the A u th or’ s M ifcellaneous Tra£ls, p. 16 8 ,

+ Ditto, p. 83.
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■after having regaled his readers with fo many 
courfes ? S e n t  h e r e  ! I imagined that Saint Paul 
recommends hofpitallty to Bifhops, and that a 
Prelate would be more generous than to envy an 
Irffhman the liberty of breathing his native air.—  
I f  Swift were alive, he would not be very thank
ful to the Biíhop ; but Swift would be at liberty 
to indulge his thoughts in their full lacitude; 
whereas I mud be cautious, under the heaviefi: 
provocation. The Lord knows that it is hard for 
me! I was not then fent bcre\ I came berey after 
having been forced in my early days into foreign 
countries, for a fmall portion of education, which 
was refufed me in the land ot my fore-fathers, be- 
caufe I would not couple T u lly ’s Orations with a
C H A R T E R - S H C O O L  C A T E C H I S M .

I  was tiot fent here to fow fedition. I  returned herey 
not as a felon from tranfportation, but as an ho
nourable exile, who returns to his native land, 
after having preferred a voluntary baniihment, to 
ignorance, and the abjuration of the creed o f  his 
anceftors.

I appeal to Richard Longfield, Efq-, Member 
o f  Parliament, whether, at the very beginning of 
the difturbances in the diocefc of Cloyne, I have 
not given thefincereft proof of the molt unfeigned 
determination to co-operate in the reftoration o f 
peace and tranquility. That gentleman foon fup- 
preifed the tumults in his own diilriâ: -, becaufe 
the humanity of the landlord gave an additional 
weight of refpeft and love to the authority o f the 
magiftrate. I fay it not from flattery, to which I 
am a ftranger.— Had all the gentlemen o f confe- 
quence in the county o f Cork, exerted themfelvcs 
as Mr. Richard Longfield and Mr. Auguitus War
ren have done -, had they, in imitation ot the above- 
mentioned gentlemen, rendered their authority as 
amiable from benevolence to their tenants, as it

H  3 waa
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was formidable from the powers in veiled in them 
by the laws, the difturbailees would not have out
lived the fpace o f fix weeks. Wherever the land
lords were aótive and generous, and advifed the 
people, either no diforders appeared, or they were 
foon fuppreffed; and had the Bifhop been as ac
tive in viiiting his diocefe, and publiihing paftoral 
letters, as he was intent upon collecting materials 
for a pamphlet, in order to furprife the pubiic on 
the eve o f the meeting o f  Parliament, he would 
have contributed to the prevention or fupprefiion 
o f  the tumults as well as Mr. O ’Leary.

But the Bifhop was fecure in the protection o f 
the ftate. T he peace o f  fociety was left to other 
guardians. The people were wretched, miierable 
and mad. Several gentlemen were not much con
cerned tor the injuries offered to the clergy o f  
either religion; policy, which often expe&s bene
fits from popular commotions fo deftruCtive to the 
fimple, might have induced others to remain filent 
and inactive in the prolpeCt o f  providing for their 
adherents, under the extenfion o f a general police 
bill; a bill which was then expected in confequence 
oi popular tumults, which adepts in political 
wifdom, were more active in magnifying than pre
venting. It was reported in the city of Cork, that 
a certain Reverend Gentleman in the diocefe o f 
Cloyne* ufed to go in the night-time with armed 
men to found a horn near a cluiter o f  cabins, in 
order to make prifoners o f  füch as would appear 
to gratify their curioiity ; an expedient well be
coming a minifter o f  the gofpel ! But with fome 
perfons all expedients are juitifiable, when Pcpijh 
flots  are to be contrived to give them a ianction.

But

*  Perhaps the A u th or o f  the L etter found on the road from Cork, 
to Clonaghkilty, ur.d addreffed to D o & or O ’L eary, by W illia m0\Drifco)J.



But every idea of fuch plots is done away, by the 
very relblves of tlie gentlemen and freeholders of 
the county of Cork; refolves wherein they cenfure 
the inactivity and inexertions of many magiftrates 
and gentlemen o f property, on the breaking out of 
the dilturbances, and on the continuance of them.*

It would have been no difficult matter to fmothér 
them in their birth, as I remarked in my narrative. 
Firmnefs and humanity would have prevented the 
diforder. I recommended it from the beginning. 
For were I a man in power, I never would take for 
my guides, Rehoboam counfellors; My father 
whipped you with rods, I  will whip you. with fcor- 
piotts, 1 recommended it in prefence o f the pre- 
fent Earl o f Carhampton. It was happy for 
the ill-fated Catholics that a nobleman of fuch 
a charafter, for honour and impartiality, was 
on the diitraited fpot. It was happy for them, 
that the Reprefen tatives in Parliament for the 
County and City, and other members who refide 
in the South of Ireland, are acquainted with local 
circumftances, and well known for honour, juftice 
and humanity. Otherwife Government would have 
been impofed on, and the Catholics of Ireland 
would be in a worfe ftate in the year eighty-feven, 
than they had been in the year forty-five.

The county of Cork meeting agreed to a refo- 
lution, which may ferve as 3 rule well adapted to 
the times o f commotions arifing from diftrefs.—  
“  Refolved, That as we are determined to punifh 
“  all violators o f the public peace, fo we are 
“  equally delirous to aid in redreffing any perfons 
“  who (hall appear to us to be really aggrieved.” 
Wifdom and humanity penned that relolution.—  
Had it been entered into, and carried into execu
tion in the month of September or OCtober eighty.

( *19 )

*County  o f  Cork  meeting, 7th December, 1^86.
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five, initead o f the feventh o f  December, eighty^ 
fix, the county would have been quieted a long 
time before. Do not Jlrike until y cu lijlen, was a 
rnaxim with an Athenian general. It is better to 
liilen in time, than to ftrike when the mifchief is 
done. It was my maxim from the beginning. The 
Biihop would have aéted in a manner more con
fident with his character, by enforcing that maxim 
than in publishing a pamphlet, every page of 
which can be controverted by the Diífenters ^nd 
Catholics o f  Ireland. Nay, his favourite plan 
about tithes and commutations is found defe&ive 
by the moil fenfible writers of his own commu
nion. From the firfi: to the laft line o f  his pamph
let, he cannot fupport an argument without 
forcing the Catholics into his lubjeft. In the 
forty-feventh page, he defcribes the regular clergy 
in the following manner : The regular clergy
“  o f the Church o f  Rome, indeed, belong to a 
<c feparate body, with an intereft diflind from 

the general weal; claiming an exemption from 
“  public taxes, and from the civil jurifdiftion o f  

their own country; and avowing a fubjeétiori 
4Í to a foreign power, were and are a natural ob- 
“  ject o f  jealoufy and apprehenfion.”— Mr. Stan- 
difh, the hearth-money collector in Cork, can re
fute the aifertion. It Í had his receipts in Dublin, 
I would place them in my a p p e n d i x ,  with thofe 
o f  my landiord, and my tailor’s bill ; for the lit
tle money I get circulates amongft the public.

I he Biihop, in a catechifm,* printed, as I am 
{old, under his direction; impreffes the tender and

un-

( 120 )

In that Catecbifm  there is n o ta  finglew ord o f  the commandments 
o f  God, no. an expianatiou o f  any one moral duty. T h e honour o f  the 
nation cries a Ouà to the right honourable and honourable the T ru fieei 
of the ProteUant Charter Schools, to order fomc unprejudiced perfon
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uncautious minds of foundlings'with a notion that
•violation of faith with, and extirpation of herctics—  
indulgences for committing./??» in the enfuing courfe 
o f a man's life, andlicenfe for guilt, are articles of 
the Catholic faith. The compiler of fuch a cate- 
chifm may miireprefent the regular clergy, with 
every freedom. H e muft then certainly mean the 
regular clergy in foreign countries, o f whole ftate 
he is as incompetent a judge as I am of the regu
lations of Weftminfter School, which I have never 
feen.

The regular clergy have no intereft diftinót from 
the general weal. They are as much interefted in 
the preservation of the ftate, from which they 
have got their lands and monalteries, as the Biihop 
is interefted in the prefervation of Ireland, where 
he has very good livings. He would have, I fup- 
pofe, the regular clergy of the church of Rome to 
ihoulder mufkets, found horns, and ihoot White- 
boys. In every age fince their inft'itution, they 
have been engaged in a more glorious warfare, 
civilizing barbarous nations, diffuling the light 
o f  the golpel into remote regions, whither the 
Alexanders and Cæfars had never carried their 
arms, contributing extenfively to the culture of 
the lciences, and fwelling the deep and majeftic 
rivers of European literature, with their tribute 
o f  the knowledge o f the hiftories, laws, cuftoms 
and manners o f the moft remote and diftant na
tions. 1 do not talk here o f the Jefuits only, who

in
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to coropofe another Catechifm : forhefides the horrid and u n c h r i s 

t i a n  d o c t R I N E S  falfely imputed to the Catholics, in that C H r  i s -  

t i a n  u o c t r i n e  there aie two hiftorical untruths.— Firft, that a 
hunnred thoufand Proteftants were fnaftacred in Ireland.— Secondly, 
that Proteftants are not tolerated in Catholic dates. I f  that Catediifm 
were feen in foreign countries, w hat an opin ion  would be formed ©f 
o u r early education !
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jín the very center o f  barbarifm, amongft Canni* 
bals, feeding on each other’s fleih, realized the 
l'ublime ideas o f  a Plato, a Sir Thomas More, or 
a Fenelon : for thefe great men only dreamt o f 
thofe political initiations under which man could 
live happy without the canker of envy or the flings 
o f poverty. A  branch o f the regular clergy of the 
church of Rome raifed thefabrick, which procured 
them the compliments o f  a Montefquieu, and the 
admiration o f  the world. Civilized and chriftian 
Paraguay, from a nation o f  Cannibals, became the 
only fpot on earth where vice and want were 
equally unknown.

T o  this very day the Catholic religion is main
tained in Turkey, Abyflinia, and the rcmoteft 
regions, by the labours o f  men whom their vows, 
and a generous contempt o f  the pleafures o f  
this world naturalize to every nation and cli
mate. Their method is quite different from 
that prefcribed by the Biihop o f  Cloyne for the 
propagation o f  the gofpel : a method which ex- 
pofes religion to rhe deriiion o f  infidels, and ren
ders the propofer vulnerable to every arrow, which 
can be taken from the quivers o f  the learned.—  
H is Lordfhip informs us very gravely that his reli
gion will extend i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

— Bravo ! this is literally planting the gofpel, and 
making it the r e l i g i o n  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  in every 
fenfe o f the word. Saint Paul fays that godltncf* is 
great gain ; but the Biihop writes as i f  gain were 
great godlinef : for he fanétifies the foil before he 
la notifies the foul. What a pity it is that crows and 

. pigeons have not the ufe of fpeech as they had in 
Æ fop’s time ! His.clergy would have a great num
ber o f  fellqv—labourers in the Lord ’s vineyard. 
The feathered tribe would cry out to the peafanr, My goad mm, Jow the even, and I will be with you > . next
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next year to reclaim you from the e r r o r s  o p  p o 

p e r y  !

The next method his Lordfhip propofes is an 
effort on the part of Government to bring the Irilh 
language into difufe, in order to fave his clergy 
the trouble of learning it. This method is an in- 
fuit to the natives, and cannot come with any pro
priety from a prelate who, if  1 be well informed, 
is indebted for his promotion to the defcendant of 
Irifh princes, in whole hofpitable halls the tune
ful lyre was ftrung up to Irifh melody, fo varied 
find harmonious that the lying Giraldus Cambrenfis 
was forced to fpeak of it with rapture and extafy. 
But now, at the awful fummcns oi an Englifl.man, 
the Irifh harp muft be fufpended on the branch 
o f  fome weeping willow, as the Ifraelites hung 
up their mulical inftruments on the mulberry-trees 
that grew' on the banks of the rivers of Babylon. 
4t How can we iing” (faid they) “  the canticles of 
4t the Lord in a ftrange land ?” And the Irifhman 
can fay, How can I  fpeak i he language of myfathers in 
the land of my nativity ? His language muft be abo- 
liihed at the recommendation of the Right Reve
rend Doctor Woodward : this language, the ftudy 
of which the learned Leibnitz and Lhuid fo warmly 
recommended to the curious enquirers into the 
monuments of antiquity : this language, ftudied 
by a learned ftranger (Colonel Vallancey) who has. 
reconciled Mars with Minerva, in uniting tiic fv/ord 
with the pen, military ikill w ith literary pow ers, and 
by his learned labours has refcued from obfeurity 
the hiftory of a mifreprefented nation, formerly 
the Athens of the weftern Europe. Thus Cæfa* 
ftudied aftronomy in the camp, whilft the priefta, 
o f  Apollo fnored in the temple. A  military gen
tleman ftudies the Irifh language, to increaie the* 
flore of the literary republic ; whilft the prelate^

whofe
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M’hofe funftion it is to fandtify the fouls of the na
tives, recommends the grozz'th of their grain for the 
food of the clergyman's body, and the abolition of 
their language for the good of their fouls !

Thus the Irifh peafant muft work double tides, 
i f  he would fteer his courfe heavenwards. He 
muft cultivate the foil for an Engliih parfon’s body, 
and left a pair of brogues ihould be too uncourtly a 
drefs for the antichamber o f heaven, he muft ftudy 
this Engliíh parfon’s language for the good o f his 
czvn foul. Badinage apart. Such a propofal for 
the abolition o f languages would come with a better 
grace from a leader o f Goths and Vandals, whofe 
glory it was to deftroy monuments o f literature, 
than from the Biihop o f a large diocefe, in a philo- 
fophic age, when curioiiry is on the wing, and the 
mind aitive in the purfuit o f  knowledge’. His 
Lordfhip’s method then of propagating his gofpel 
is equally iingular and unprecedented. T o  oblige 
the peafant, after the toils o f the day in fowing 
corn and extending agriculture for the conveniency 
o f  the clergyman, to learn the clergymans lan
guage in order to know the way to heaven which 
he would not take the pains o f telling him in Irifh, 
is a true repetition o f  Erafmus’s Echo: Q u i d  e s t  

S a c e r d o t i u m  ? O t i u m .

I have read of a Saracen emperor who, from a 
hatred to literature, burnt the Alexandrian library; 
but I never read o f  a Chriftian prelate intent upon 
the converfion o f a people by whom he was fed, 
who, inftead o f learning their language, recom
mended its difufe, until I read the pamphlet 
o f  the Bifhop o f Cloyne. The prefent Bifhop o f 
LandafF could not fpeak a word o f W elch when he 
came to Wales. Inftead o f  recommending to the 
Engliih government to aboliih the Welch language, 
he made the knowledge o f  it his peculiar ftudy.

Biit



But it is thc unhappy and Angular fate of the Ca
tholics of Ireland to fee their names held up asr 
barbarous, their creed ?nifreprefented> and the lan
guage of their anceftors threatened with entire dif* 
ufe, for the gratification of a foreign prelate, who 
propofes, as the means of their fanctification, com
modious houles and cultivated fpots for the eafe 
and convenience of pcrfons whom his Lordihipdif- 
penfes with the trouble o f even learning the lan
guage of the people who fupport them. s

This was not the manner in which the regular 
clergy of the church of Rome planted religion in all 
'the nations on earth where they preached the gof- 
pel. Neither was it the method which thofe who 
feparated from the church of England adopted to 
eftablifh their own do&rine, and form ieparate 
communions. They learned the language o f the 
people, and brought them over to their way of 
thinking, before they inlifted upon commodious houfes 
and glebe-lands. Hence they became minifters of 
the word; whereas, according to the Lord Bi
fhop of Cloyne's plan, making religion and agri
culture keep pace with each other, he gives his readers 
to underftand that the minifter of religion is more 
the minilter of the foil than of the foul : and that 
the old adage, which is become fo current to the 
difgrace of the priefthood, is verified, no penny no 
pater-nojier.

But leaving the Billiop o f Cloyne's method of pro
pagating his dodtrine by tithes, glebe-houfes, and the 
annihilation of languages, expofed to the fhafts of 
chrijlian criticifm ; let us return to his charge againlt 
the regular clergy.

His Lordlliip fays (page 48) “  that they claim 
“  an exemption from public taxes, and from the 
cc civil jurifdi&ion of their o w n country, and avow
“  afubjedlion to a foreign power.” ------1 am fur-

prifed
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prifed that his Lordfhip would advance iiich
charges in my neighbourhood. H e cannot mean the 
regular clergy o f Ireland. As to the regular clergy 
in Catholic countries, they enjoy no exemption but 
what the ftate grants* as the Biihop o f  Cloyne 
enjoys no exemption but what the ftate grants to 
himfelf. Does he pretend to prefcribe laws to 
Catholic ftates ; or to control their power to grant 
what exemptions they think fit to the children, 
not only o f noblemen and gentlemen, but to 
the children o f princes ? For the annals o f reli
gion and the hiftory of religious orders can inform 
him, that from the days o f  St. Bafil to this very 
dav, the regular clergy can mark numbers o f fuch 
a defcription in their calendar. The regular 
clergy then plead no exemption but what he pleads 
himlelf ; the exemption granted by the ftate wherein 
they live. H e Ihould not envy in others what 
he himfelf enjoys. For I fuppofe it is from the 
ftate he enjoys the privilege o f pleading the fcan- 
dalum magnatum, when Richard IVood'ivard, now my 
Lord Bijbop of ClfA'ne, gives fuch a provocation to 
Arthur 0  Leary, as to become the etilogift and apo- 
logift o f  a Theophilus, who calls him a Friar with 
a barbarous ftrname ; and to recommend the dijuft 
o f tlx  language o f his anceftors.

The regular clergy, whether here or elfewhere, 
avow no fubjection to a foreign potver. They live as 
corporate focietics, under their peculiar inftitutions 
Confirmed bv church and ftate. The boundaries 
are kept diftinch “  They give unto God, what be
longs to God, and to Caefar, his due.” Whilft they 
live as a corporate fociety, they will plead their 
charter.— Hence, the Pope himfelf, cannot in an 
aj-bitrary manner, either elect or depofe their fupc- 
riors, or interfere in their religious polity. Fie may 
annul their charter, but wh.ilft they live as in cor-

porated
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porated bodies, they will maintain their inftitutions 
which contain nothing obnoxious either to church 
or ftate. Otherwife, neither would give them a 
fandion.— When they make their vows, it is not to 
become vaffals to the Pope ; but to gratify their 
own devotion under regulations, which at a com
petent age after twelve months probation, they arc 
at liberty either to adopt or rejeét.

They ctvcnv no fubjeSlian to a foreign power ; and 
1 call upon the Lord Biihop of Cloync to prove this 
aifertion. They are fubje&s o f the ftate, fwear 
allegiance to their Prince, and are as faithful as any 
other fubjtits. Fra Paolo, a regular, defended the 
privileges of the republic of Venice, againft Popt- 
Paul the Fifth, and immortalized his name. Xime- 
nes, a regular, raifed the power of the Spamih 
monarchy, and paved the way for the fplendid con- 
quefts o f Charles the Fifth. Father jofeph de la 
Tremblay, after quitting the bar, and becoming a 
regular, was forced from his cloifter to direct the 
councils of Lewis the Thirteenth. He planned thofe 
meafures in the execution of which Richlieu ap- 
apeared as the oftenfibie agent, and which by hum- 
hling the Houfe of Auftria, and lopping off the 
heavy branches which made the tree of the French 
monarchy bend too much, gave it that erect pofture 
and firmnefs, which has ever fince been proof a- 
guinft fo many ftorms. In Ireland, during the un
happy commotions which diftraéted this kingdom 
in the reign o f Charles the Firft, who couW have 
«xcrted himfelf with more conftancy than Father 
Peter WaHÍi, mentioned with honour by the cont»- 
nuator o f Sir James Ware ? Did not he oppofc Ri- 
nuccini, the Pope’s Legate, who afterwards excom
municated him at Bruilils? Under this excommu
nication he remained unihuken in his loyalty. Or 
what is there in a regular clergyman’* frame fa

hoftile
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hoftile to his country, as to induce the Biihop o f  
Cloyne to hold him forth as avowing a fubjeclion to 
a foreign power ? Is not a man's oath to be be
lieved ? And when the regular clergy fwear alle
giance to their King, is not their oath to be relied 
on ? But the Biihop has favoured us with a very 
nice diftindion. He acknowledges that in the or
dinary tranfaóHons o f life between man and man, 
the oath o f  a Catholic may be relied on ; but when 
his church is in danger, then he may ilacken the reins 
and bear down the mounds of iincerity.

Where has the Biihop difcovered this dif- 
tinótion? Where have the Catholics taught that 
the work of Heaven is to be promoted by the 
agency o f Hell? Is the Chriftian religion to be pro
moted by fraud, profanation and perjury ? Does 
he really believe that the Catholics are ignorant o f  
that maxim of Saint Paul, evil is not to be done that 
good may arife from it ? Non funt facienda mala 
ut veniant bona. Or does he forget that the fcan- 
dalous diftinâion between the oath o f a Catholic, 
in the ordinary tranfaSfions of lifey and the oath in 
which his religion is concerned, has been condemned 
by the Catholic church, ages before it could be 
forefeen that a Biihop or any other mortal would 
charge her with fuch a doctrine ? This very dif- 
tindlion was the dodrine o f Prifcillian, who taught 
his difciples that perjury on the fcore o f  religion 
was lawful, for which he was condemned by the 
council o f  Toledo, and burnt alive. Speaking 
o f  Catholics, he fays, “  that men are better 
4< than their tenets/' It may be fo. In Sparta it 
was a tenet that every deformed child ihould be 
expofed and abandoned to his fate. Parental 
affeition in fome might have eluded fuch a rigorous 
law, and thus proved that they were better than their 
tenets. It was a tenet amongft the inhabitants of

( i 28 ;
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the I fie of Cyprus, that married women Ihould 
proftitute themfelves once a year in the Temple of 
Venus. I doubt not but conjugal affedtion and 
female modefty, operated with fome to fuch a de
gree, as to induce them to abhor and deteil fuch 
a tenet. But I do not believe that there is this day 
on earth, any led  o f Chriilians half fo good as their 
tenets ; for however they may differ in fpeculative 
points, their principles of morality are, for the moil 
part the fame. The Biihop of Cloyne is certainly* 
beil acquainted with his ozun tenets ; and if they be 
as charitable as himfelf, his neighbours ihould enter
tain a good opinion o f his rule of faith. However, 
i f  the horrors of violation of f a i t h  with heretics, &c. 
be articles o f  orthodoxy, certainly not only fome Ca
tholics, but all Catholics are better than their tenets ; 
and without any difparagement to his rank or dig
nity, he will find thoufands amongfl them as honeft, 
upright, and honourable as himfelf, not only from 
innateprinciples,bu t from the very tenor o f their creed.

He alarms the Diffenters w ith the appreheniions, 
that if  they do not aiTiil him in keeping the tithes, 
the CcUholic clergy zvill have them with the ajfijlance of 
a foreign power. Mr. Barber ingeniouily anfwers, 
that it is equal to him who has the tithes, whether 
it be Peter, Martin, or John, iince they are of no 
benefit to him either with regard to foul or body. 
I f  his Lordihip be afraid that the Catholic clergy 
will deprive him of all the tithes, w ith the affiilance 
o f a foreign power, I can aifure him that he has

* nothing to apprehend from foreign powers. They 
will never invade Ireland in order to procure 
the tithes for the Catholic clergy. This indeed, 
would be a war of prottors and tithe canters. Fur
ther, I can afTure his Lordfhip, that foreign powers 
are more inclined to reduce the revenues o f their 
own national clergy, than to make war for the 
Catholic clergy of Ireland. But do not the Catho-

I l ie
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lie clergy believe that tithes are jure divino ? By 
no means. Whoever reads Father Paul, and 
Father Simon, upon benefices, .will foon dil'cover 
that tithes are net due to the Chriftian priefthood 
by goipel law. Thefe twó were Catholic authors. 
Biihop Barlow and Selden, arfiongft the Proteftants, 
proved the fame. I would not mention a word 
about tithes, had I not been forced into the field 
with the Bilhop’s foreign p<nv:ry and Theophilus’s 
jure divino ; and lhall fay o f them but very little. 
They were not known in the weftern church, 
until about the feventh or eighth century. The 
clergy had influence at that time to prevail on the 
French kings to give a fanction to the fixth com- 
mandment'of the church ; Thou f'halt pay tithes to 
the clergy. This was a law o f difcipline, liable to 
change with the times, and o f no force but from 
the fanction o f  the fecular power; for a morál 
and natural right founded on the words, the labourer 
is worthy of his hire ; is all that a clergyman can 
plead* In the Greek church tithes are not known 
to this very day ; and in the Affrican church, Saint 
Auguftin would not permit his ow n church to be 
endowed, forefeeing the bad effeéts of the riches 
o f  the clergy. However in the weft, the pious 
laity, with the fandtion o f the power o f the ftate, 
endowed each church under the ftridl obligation 
that three dividends Ihould be made; one for the 
fupport o f  the clergyman ; the fécond for the re
paration o f the church, and the third for the relief 
o f  the poor. Such was the original inftitution. 
Some alteration muft have been fince made in the 
manner o f carrying the founder’s into execution 
intentions ; for the part that was originally deftin- 
ed for the relief o f  the poor, now goes to the proc
tor in Ireland. And as to reparation o f  churches, 
had the White-Boys burnt the nezv churrfj, i f  the old

church
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church bad not been left to them for a chapel, or had 
both churches fallen to the ground, I am humbly 
o f  opinion that Jiis Lordfhip of Cloyne would 
fooner apply for a parliamentary grant, than be at 
the expence of contributing the third part of his 
tithes towards the repair of either of thefabrics. Many 
and refined have been the improvements on this 
iimple inftitiition o f ecclefiaftical revenues.

One would be difpofed to believe that there 
was a certain magic in the number ten. The 
tenth lamb, the tenth pig, the tenth chicken, the 
tenth ihcaf, every thing was decimated ; every tenth 
animal that did not grow to the fize o f a calf, w as 
confecrated to the clergy, except the tenth orphan. 
Peas, beans, all kinds of garden itafF, were fur- 
veyed in the name o f  God and the Church ; and 
the clergy were compared to the Iocuils o f the re
velations, <c devouring all kinds o f herbs that came 
tc in their way, except fuch as were n o x io u s As 
theological difputes divided them, their divi- 
fions 'unluckily divided their flocks, and what 
was more, divided the affections of the people. 
Under various changes of creeds, the lucrative 

fyjiem remained unaltered. Pope Alexander the 
Third was the firft who iflued excommunications 
for the recovery o f tithes, and decreed that the la
bours o f the induftdous bee fhould contribute to 
the fupport o f the Lord’s anointed. He ordained 
that every tenth bee-hive flhould be fequeflered for 
the ufe o f the church. The clergy o f the eftablifn- 
ed religion in England and Ireland, who borrowed 
their pomp, their fplendour, and hierarchy from the 
church of Rome, declared from their pulpits, that 
the Pope was Antichriit. Yet in reforming the reli
gion of Rome, they improved upon Pope Alexander’s 
fyftem, by infilling upon the tithes o f agiftmefit ;*

( *3* )

*  This  barbarous word, fo familiar to our Irifh Canonifls, is derived 
from an old Frcnch word, fignifying, to drive a bead into a field.
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'and thuá raifed the claim from a bec to a bullock 
I f  Pope Alexander thundered out his excommuni
cations on the fcore of tithes, they fired their blun- 
derbufTes in defence of thofe remnants of Popery ; 
and dead bodies were feen laid proftrate in fields, 
in confequence o f  contefts for confecrated goods, 
which in former ages the pious laity had deltined 
for the fupport o f the living. Whatever the clergy 
pofTefs by law, is certainly their right, and ihould 
be fecured to them ; but when people argue, they 
ihould be careful not to advance paradoxes : and 
that the right o f  tithes is anterior to the title o f any 
layman to his land, is a paradox indeed ! The 
land was inhabited by the laity before Saint Patrick 
preached the Gofpel in this Ifland. W hat he 
and his fucceflors got were free gifts o f the 
donors ; and no man in his fenfes will deny 
that the fuperior powers o f  the ftate have a 
right to alter any fyftem, for the peace and 
good o f the community. I fhall difcufs no further 
the fubject o f  tithes, as it has been already and 
will be hereafter difcufled by abler pens. I f  I 
fummed up in a few lines their rife and progrefs, 
it is to fhew the futility o f  the charge that the Ca
tholic clergy are intent upon recovering the tithes of 
this kingdom, with the affiftance of foreign powers, 
as i f  they were due jure divino. Could fuch an 
idle thought occur to any man who did not intend 
to fport with common fenfc ? Will any man o f  
fenfe believe that the formidable forces o f  France 
and Spain would be poured, at vait expences, into 
this kingdom, in order to reinftate a few Catholic 
clergymen in the tithes o f  potatoes, oats, hay, & c.
I am afhamed to make any further comments. 
“  The Catholic clergy refuming tithes with the ajjijlance 
“  of foreign powers !  Lay-impropriators threatened 
“  with lofs o f the abbey lands which would revert

“ to
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“  to the regular clergy !" When the Reformation 
was but in its infancy, and no religion in Eng
land at that time, but what veered at the breath 
o f  each fucceeding monarch, what became o f the 
abbey-lands ? In the ihort fpace that intervened 
between the diflolution of abbeys and the reign 
of Queen Mary, there was not iufficient time to 
found the title o f  prefcription, which by the civil 
law requires a fpace of thirty years for immovea
bles. When that Queen afcended the throne, fe
veral o f the abbots and priors whofe monafteries 
hid been diffolved, were living. Were not all the 
abbey-lands confirmed to the lay-pofTefTors by 
Cardinal Pole, with full authority from the Pope ? 
A nd now, under a Proteftant fovereign, after a 
laple of more than two centuries, a prelate raifes 
the alarm againft perfons who thought as little of 
depriving him o f his tithes, or the lay gentlemen 
o f their impropriations, as the inoffenfive citi
zen thought of depriving of his life a fufpicious 
prince, who, in his uneafy (lumbers, dreamed 
that he cut his throaty and put the innocent man 
to death.

I am in no manner concerned in tithes, but I 
appeal to his Lordfhip whether, at different times, 
they have not been the occafion o f popular com
motions ? Whether, at different times, the cot
tager who plants the potatoe, and the farmer who 
commits the grain to the earth, does not realize the 
fable o f  the man who fowed the dragon's teeth, which 
afterwards vegetated into armed men? Whether an 
honourable fupport, free from litigations and 
wrangles with pariihioners of every deicription, 
would not comport more with the dignity o f the 
clerical profefiïon ? And whether this be not thç 
opinion and wifh of the moft fenfible clergymen 
ç f  the eftablifhed religion ? I f  I am afked thé rea-

I 3  fon
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fon why I ihould interfere in tithes ? I anl'wer, 
that the radical caufe o f the diftemper being not 
removed, it may break out at fome future period  ̂
and that when the bramble ihoots from the fod 
which will one day cover me, the wrangles of op- 
preffed peafants may be conilrued into a Popijh 
confederacy.

His Lordihip endeavours to refute the Biihop 
o f  LandafPs arguments by the djfparity o f çircum- 
itances, as the number o f the Diifenters o f both
communions is greater in Ireland.------1 take the
liberty o f  aflcing him one queftion. Is it becaufe 
there is lefs to do, that the falary o f  the labourer 
muft be increafed at the expence o f the cottager ? 
Does he really believe that an honeft DiiTenter 
will be faved ? Does he believe that an honeft 
Catholic will be faved ? I f  he does, why this zeal 
for converfion which alarms the ration ? It is 
equal to any ftate, whether the hand chat fleers the 
plough makes the fign o f fhecrofs on the forehead, 
or not, provided the man be honeit and induftri- 
ous. H e complains o f the zeal o f  the Catholic 
laity to make converts, and the fupinenefs o f  the 
Proteftant gentlemen in not converting Catholics. 
W ill  he have a Proteftant iandlord turn miffionary, 
and invade the epifcopal functions ? I f  his Lord
ihip be fo zealous for the falvation o f  the pecpple, 
why not learn their language ? The Catholic mif- 
íionaries who penetrated into the vaft empire o f  
China, learned the Chinefe, though there are eight 
hundred letters in the alphabet, and each letter 
Hands for a word. T hey converted millions o f 
the people, tranflated the writings o f  their phi- 
lofophers, and brought Europe acquainted with 
the laws, cuftoms and morals o f  that Angular 
country. His Lordihip is not under the neceifity 
o f  travelling far to learn the language * it is at



his door. And an Engliih paitor may as well 
learn the Irifh as an Engliih officer, Colonel V al- 
lancey. His Lordfhip will excufe this freedom— it 
is £S a writer who has called me forth that I addrefs 
him throughout. M y refpeft for a biihop’s cha
racter is a rdtraint which I would ihake off, if a 
perfon of an inferior rank called on Government 
to bring into difuft the language of a country.
Jt is what conq ieiors themlelves feldom have 
done. The poliihed Frenchman has nevei at
tempted to abolifh the low dialedt of the B;eton ; 
the o-rave Spaniard leaves th  ̂B ’.lcayan to the ufe 
o f  his fpeech ; and the Engliih have not abolifhed 
the W elch or Erfe. The Inih mult have the 
badge of icorn. As to converfions made by the 
Catholic laity, I do not find it an eaiy matter, 
fa i ls ,— confeffion of fins,— the belief; of mylte- 
ries which furpafs and feem to contradict the very 
fenfes,— penal law, and legal disqualifications, 
are no great inducements to converuon. Suppo c 
that a Proteftant, ftruck with the fame arguments 
which made fojne German princes, Chillmgworth 
Dryden, and feveral other great men, embrace 
the Catholic faith ; fuppofe a Proteftant of any 
fedt became a Catholic, the Biihop, upon the 
very principles of the Reformation, which allows 
freedom of thought and the right of private 
judgment, could not in equity cenfure him. 
Every one is free to embrace the religion that 
feems beft to him. I t  i s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  n a .  

t u r e  ; and a convert to the Catholic religion is 
fufficiently pur.ifned by a conformity that deprives 
him alinoft o f every -privilege. _ Many a learne 
man has quitted the Biihop of Cloyne s com 
nion. The famous \V hilton wrote to the Arc 1- 
bifhops of York and Canterbury, alhgmng, t ie  
reafons of his feparation from the church of Eng-
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land. And not long ago Lindfay refignedhis be
nefice, in order to offer up his prayers to one God 
in one perfon, and expunged the name o f Chrift 
from the collects. The Biihop o f Cloyne would 
make a more glorious conqueft in reclaiming Dr. 
Prieftley or Lindfay, than i f  he converted a hun
dred Iriih peafants. I fee no reafon tor alarming 
the nation with the danger o f the church. Little 
did the world imagine a few centuries ago that a 
fingle German friar would have ihaken the ponti
fical throne, and brought about the moft aftonifh- 
ing revolution that the world ever beheld. Ever 
fince that memorable æra, the Proteftant religion, 
from a fmall beginning, has rapidly increafed. 
When there were Catholic kings on the throne, it 
gained ground. It is then very much out o f  fea- 
fon now to alarm three kingdoms with the news

* “  that at this moment the church of Ireland is in imi- 
“  nent danger of fubverfton."

The Biihop believes two facraments neceflary 
to falvation. I f  he could gain over to the eftab- 
liihed church all the inhabitants o f  Ireland who 
believe that neither is neceifary to falvation, it 
would be a great acquifition to the eftabliihed re
ligion. His Lordihip adverts to the total indif
ference o f  many to every kind o f  religion. 
Could he but kindle the flames o f  piety and fer
vour in the breafts o f  fuch people, it would be 
o f  infinite advantage ! And i f  he could keep 
within the pale o f  the eftabliihed church, fuch as 
are willing to form modes of worjhip for themfeives \ 
or reclaim fuch as have quitted it within thofe 
many years, without becoming Catholics; he would 
leave no room to complain o f  the majority o f  
DiiTenters. What a field is here open for paftoral 
^eal ! A  Herculean taik indeed ! and worthy 
o f  a prelate o f  diftinguiihed abilities. But wantof
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o f baptifm, Deifm,— reparation from the eftab  ̂
liíhed church, and altar fet up againft altar, can
not draw forth the Biihop of Cloyne’s pen. 
T he liability of tithes and the downfal of Popery 
are his only favourite themes. The wag on theftage 
received many a plaudit who, on being afked his 
religion, anfwered that he loved a pot of porter and 
hated popery.— Let a Theophilus abuie Catholics 
and revile Mr. O ’Leary; he is called an able 
writer in the beginning, and excufed on the fcore 
o f  his apprehenftcns for the fafety of religion at the 
end of a pamphlet. Cargoes of abftraóts againft: 
popery are daily imported from England; luckily 
they arrive out of feafon ; for the nation knows the 
purport of them. I f  violation of faith with heretics 
be the reafon o f the Bifhop’s attack, the Catholics 
dilclaim it on oath. And whoever does not believe 
the oath o f  an honeft man, deferves no anfwer.—  
There is addrefs and ingenuity in laying fo often 
a ftrefs upon the word heretics. - When mentioned 
by the Biihop, it conveys an idea that the Catho
lics alon  ̂ confider thofe who are reared out of their 
church as heretics. His Lordfhip will, I hope, 
have the generofity to divide the imputation wir.h 
M r. O ’Leary. Does the church of England ack
nowledge that there are no heretics? Have not her 
biihops pronounced them as fuch after a canoni
cal trial ? Has not the civil magiftrate, nurfed in 
her bofom, doomed them to the faggot ? The In- 
quifition could do no more : for the ecclefiaftical 
judge barely confines himfelf to a declaration that 
fuch a doctrine is heretical. The magiftrate, armed 
with the power o f  the law, pronounces fentence, 
and fees it carried into execution.

Doétor Godolphin, a Proteftant canonift, in his 
Abridgement of the Ecclefiaftical Laws of Eng
land, after Sir Edward Coke, calls herefy a leprofy
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/£<? Joui* ; and gives a defcription o f no lefs than 
one hundred and thirry-feven herefies in his time. 
I f  he was now living he could add to the catalogue 
many new doéfcrines, which the Biihop o f Cloyne 
would declare Jirange and erroneous by his confecra
tion oath. Human victims were feen marching tQ the 
itake with faggots on their backs, topurgjc in the 
flames, the pollution of herejy> under a Proteftanc 
Elizabeth and a Proteftant James, as well as under 
a half Catholic Henry and a Catholic Mary, A nd 
thofe Jirange and erroneous doótrines which the Bi
ihop o f Cloyne promifes by his confecration oath 
to banijh and drive away\ banijhed and effectually 
drove away Diflenters and Catholics into the wilds 
o f  America, in the reign o f  that James, whom the 
Biihop applauds for his wife faying, No Bifiop ne 
King. Thofe Jirange and erroneous dodrines, banijh
ed and drove away the Catholic Lord B a l t i m o r e ,  

into Maryland, for bowing at the name ofJefus\and 
the great P e n n ,  who deferved half the world, for 
teaching Sovereigns how to govern the other.—  
They banijhed and drove away Penn into Pennfyl- 
vania, for not bowing at all \ for having rejected 
the ceremony o f  the hat, and wearing but a few 
buttons on a plain unornamented coat. Thole two 
great men, perfecuted for their Jirange erroneous 
doRrines, and ftill diametrically oppofite in reli
gious principles, planted their colonies where they 
granted free toleration to ail mortals  ̂ and where 
man is now refiored to the indelible charter, which 
the free-born mind is intitled to plead. They re- 
fcmbled the two brave foldiers, who were always 
quarrelling by the inftigation o f their comrades, 
without knowing why. A  general route came on, 
in the flight they both fell into a deep pit. Said

one,
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one, “  if  I kill you, what íhall I benefit by your 
46 death ? your putrified body will ftifle me.’^  
The other retorted in the fame language: they faw 
the common danger, and agreed \ one leapt on the 
íhoulders o f the other, and reached the verge oi 
the pit, out of which he helped his fellow-fufferer. 
They both retired in peace, and lived ever after 
in amity. Lord Baltimore and Penn did the fame, 

The recolledtion of fuch melancholy icenes 
induces me to applaud the Biihop, for declaring 
in his introduction, iC that it is not his object to enter 
‘ Í into the defence of ecclefiafiical eftablifhments in gene
r a l”  It would be an arduous tafk indeed ! Since 
the beginning of ecclefiaftical eftablifhments until 
o f late, lovereigns feduced by the counfels of the 
clergy, became the executioners of their fubjeóts. 
The miniiters o f a religion, one of whofe princi
pal laws i s ,  a  l a w  o f  e t e r n a l  l o v e ,  became the 
apologifts o f calamities, that fwept from the face 
o f the earth, or oppreffed to this very day, God’s 
noblelt images, upright, virtuous, and dauntleis 
n,ien. Like the warrior in the Scriptures, they 
itept into the iandtuary to grafp the barbarian’s, 
fword wrapt up in the ephod. The code of tem
poral laws, teeming with fandtions againit robbers 
and murderers, was fwelled, to the iurprize and 
deftrudtion of mankhd, with additional decrees 
againit heretics and papijis. The inoffenfive citizen, 
who from an apprehenfion o f offending the deity, 
by acting againit his confcience, was confined in 
the fame dungeon, or doomed to the faggot or axe 
with the parricide, who laid afide every reftraint 
o f moral obligation. T he fcriptures were adduced 
in juftification of the fanguinary confufion. Out 
of every contefted verfe there iflued a fury% armed 
with a quibble and a poniard, who infpired man
kind at once with folly and cruelty, and Europe

became
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became one wild altar, on which every religious 
íeét offered up human viftims to its creed. Such 
are the effeóts o f  ecclefiaftical eftabliihments in a 
long fucceflion o f ages. The effects afcribed to 
them by the right reverend author, as infufing 
morality as a collateral aid to the check of the law, 
would have been produced in a more heavenly 
manner, by religion uncontrolled by the terror o f  
penal fanótions; and its rays never íhone brighter 
than when its minifters had no other fword to en
force it, but the two edged fword o f the peaceful 
doótrine o f its Author. It is not then to the lenity 
o f  ecclejiaftical eftablijhments} that men are indebted 
for the freedom they enjoy, but to the lenity o f the 
ftate ; and to the exalted fouls and enlarged minds 
o f  thofe illuftrious fenators, who have cait off the 
fable weeds o f  bigotry, to put on the bright 
and radient livery o f  enlightened reafon, which re
ligion enlarges into an extenfive afvlum, inftead o f 
contra6ling into a narrow and favourite fpot, which 
it is penal, but for a few , to look at. T h e  gloom 
which the Biihop o f  Cloyne’s pamphlet has fpread 
on every countenance, and the mutual diftruftand 
jealoufy which have fucceeded the itri&eft fincerity 
and amity fince the publication o f his performance, 
are no mighty recommendations of ecclefafticat 
eftablijhments:* The blood o f fifty millions o f men, 
cut off by the fword o f perfecution fince the 
ftate unfheathed it in defence o f ecclefiaftical efta
blijhments * The oppreffion, banifhment and im- 
prifonment o f  as many more! The blood o f the 
flain cries from under the altar, to the powers o f  
the eafthj — Leave your [ubjefis free . — Let the priefts

~  ^  'fr*yy

A fte r  the circulation o f  the Biihop’s pamphlet in Ireland, perfons 
in the county o f  Arm agh went in the dead o f  night to the houfes o f  
i>«tfholics, m  fearch for arms, and committed other outrages under the 
denomination o f  b j i i a k  o ’ d a y  b o y s .
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pray ; but do not draw the f  word in defence of their 
prayers ; f o r  t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r  p r a y  a l i k e .

I ihould never have mentioned tithes, left any 
o f  the eftabliihed clergy ihould imagine I envied 
them what in former times belonged to the Ca
tholic clergy, and which the laws now iecure to 
the clergy o f the eftabliihed church ; but when I 
law in a pamphlet, of which the Biihop becomes 
the eulogift, a heavy and infamous charge that 
the Catholic clergy coníider tithes due to them- 
ielves jure divino, and encourage the laity to plun
der the Proteftant minifters for their own benefit, 
I -gave a ihort account of their origin. In my ad- 
dreiTes to the white-boys, the reader may fee in 
what manner I enforced the payment o f  them.—  
The Biihop was unthankful to me; in return, I 
paid my compliments to tithes and ecclefiaftical 
eftabliíhments. I coniider the abufe o f  both as 
oppreffive in Ireland, and elfewhere. I f  I do not 
fpeak with all that foftnefs o f  churchmen, with 
which I certainly would have fpoken upon another 
occafion ; it is not from any difrefpeft for the ec- 
clefiaftical profeflion. Severity regards fuch as 
have at different times abufed their lacred charac
ters from want of charity— or from want o f difin- 
tereftednefs— or both. The worthy are not to be 
confounded with the unworthy, no more than the 
chaff ihould be confounded with the pure and 
wholefome grain.

I wifh the Biihop o f Cloy ne had called me forth 
in a general caufe, and in more favourable circum- 
ftances; but ht calls me forth  under the heavieit 
provocations, after having declared himfelf the 
apologift of a flanderous Theophilus, who ex- 
haufts the gloifary o f  Billingfgace in perfonal a- 
bufe. Whoever reads hisLordihip’s pamphlet, muit 
confider “  Catholic prelates as perjurers— the laity
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u  as enemies to the conftitution, from a view to 
cc the revenues o f the church, with the affiftance of 
“  foreign power— and Mr. O ’Leary, feditious with 
<e a train o f agitating friars and Romifh miffion- 
<c ariesf I f  there be a plurality o f  worlds, I muft: 
have been born in the planet o f Saturn, if, after 
fuch a provocation, I did not feel “  a  c e r t a i n

cc W A R M T H .  **

It cannot be expeéted that I ihould lofe the little 
time I have to fpare from my more important 
functions, in anfwering anonymous writers, or even 
authors who may prefix theirnames to pamphlets. 
T h e  only perfon I ihall take the trouble o f anfwer
i n g  is the L o r d  B i s h o p  o f  C l o y n e *

APPENDIX,
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A P P E N D I X .

R&v. Mr. O ’L E A R Y ’s A D D R E S S  to the Common 

• P e o p l e  d/ I r e l a n d ,  particularly to fuch o f them as 

a are called W H I T E - B O Y S .

Brethren and Countrymen,

X AdclrelTed you before in the time of open war, when 
the enemies o f  your K in g and Country were within view 
of the coafti. Y o u r  prudent and peaceable conduct, at 
that critical time, anfwered the expectations o f  your in- 
ítruótors, and procured you the countenance and appro
bation of your rulers. T h e  defcncelefs cottager was pro
tected by the honefty of his neighbour. Order and tran
quility reigned all over the land. Each member of the 
community was fecure in his refpeclive rights and pro
perty. And whilft the plains of America were dyed with 
blood, and England was convulfed by the iniuriections 
o f  the lower claiTes, who were either cut ofF by the army, 
or attoned on the gallows for the violation of the laws, 
you felt the happy effe&s o f  a quiet and orderly conduct.

Nature and Religion, my brethren recommend this 
peaceable and'orderly conduct to man. T o  a peaceable 
and orderly conduct, nature annexes our happir.efs, and 
religion enjoins it as a duty. W e  are born with inclina
tions for order and peace, and we have the happltieis to 
live under the wife laws of a gofpel, whofe counsels and 
precepts, whofc threats and promifes infpire the union o f
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the hearts, and to do to others as we would wiih to t e  
done by.

W hence then thofe difturbances which of late have been 
occafioned by fome of you in the Diocefe of Cloyne, and 
which now begin to reach to the Diocefe of Cork ? Y o u  
will tell me, “  that your grievances are the caufe.”  I 
doubt it not, my brethren ; but ftill under our grivance* 
are we to forget that we are Chriftians ? Under our 
grievances, are we to forget that the providence of G od 
has made an unequal diftribution of the goods o f  this life, 
referving a perfect equality for the next ? U ncer our 
grievances, are we to forget that when our diftreifes are 
not the effieâs of our crimes, or imprudence, refignation 
to the will o f  heaven becomes an indifpenfable duty ? —  
A re  we to forget that t h e  w a y  o f  t h e  C r o s s ,  is t h e  

R o a d  t o  t h e  C r o w n  ; and that although religion does 
not condemn thefe diftinftions of rank, fortune, and 
authority eftablifhed by providence, for the fubordination 
o f  fubje&s and the tranquility o f  ftates, yet there are 
more promifes made in the Scriptures, in favor o f  thefe 
who iuffer, than in favour of thofe who live in eafe arid 
opulence. And although the gates falvatiori are open to 
the rich who make good ufe o f  their wealth, as they are 
to the poor who fuffer with patience, yet the Scripture 
declares that they are narrower for the former than for the 
latter. In this life there muft be grievances which no hu
man wifdom can redrefs ; but the inconveniencies arifing 
from them are counterbalanced by the expe&ation o f  a 
better, promifed by the Divine Author o f  our religion, 
who has fet us the example o f  patience and fuffering. 
T h e  foldier, led on by his General, encounters death 
with intrepidity in hopes of victory, which foon after va- 
nifhe» as fmoak. And ihall a Chriitian, called to an im
mortal Crown, refufe to follow his K in g , who rears up 
the banners ot the crcfs, and cries out, Take up your 
crofs and follow me in the paths to eternal life ?  T o  a 
worlding plunged in the luxuries of life, fuch an addrefs 
will appear infipid : but on you who are not loft to the 
feelings of religion, it will have a different effeft. Per
haps when he comes to that part of it in which men
tion is made o f  crojfcs and ftffirings, hç will lay it afide,

and
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and fay, Mr*. O’ Leary flyould write to thofe people in another 

Jlyle, and threaten them with curfes, excommunication*, hal
ters and gibbets. No, my brethren, curfes and excom
munications lofe their effeft, when laviihed with too 
much profufion. Truth muft not be made odious by the 
harih manner in which it is conveyed. T h e  nature of 
man is fuch that he is gained upon more, by example and 
iweetnefs, than by rudenefs and feverity. He is apt to 
hate the hand that is raifed up to ftrike him, though it be 
for his correction ; whilft he loves the hand that is ftretched 
out for his cure. Sweetnefs, tendernefs and charity, ihould 
form the principal character of a Clergyman, and become 
the predominant fpirit of his fun&ions. T h e y  were not 
lions, but lambs, which our Saviour fent to preach his 
gofpel. It is to their patience, their mildnefs, their 
prayers and fufferings, that we are indebted for the con- 
Verfion of the world, and the propagation of our M i-  
niftry. And I ihould be very forry that you would 
derive no benefit from my inftruâioiis but a ftrino- of 
curfes, which perhaps you would get by heart from no 
other view, than to vent them upon your children in a fit 
o f  anger or refentment. As to halters and gibbets, thc 
beft way to reftrain the hand, is to change° the heart, 
Which when regulated by the gofpel law, will facrifice 
the hand fooner than give offence.

Ho wever, my brethren, it is not in the nature of man 
to fuffer under grievances which he can lawfully remove.* 
I t  is when the remedy fails, or cannot be lawfullyhad* 
that patience becomes our only and moft falutary re- 
four fe ; and I appeal to fuch of you as have been guilty 
o f  apy outrages, whether the fteps you have taken to 
redref your grievances be either conformable to the laws 
o f  God or nature, or whether they can anfwer any other 
purpofe than that of drawing on yourfelves the ven
geance of the law. Is it an effe&ual mode of redreiîing 
grievances to crop the ears of your neighbour’s horfe or 
to deflroy his rick o f  corn, the only refourfe o f  a poor 
induftrious farmer who has no other means to pay his 
rent, and who, thruft into prifon by a mercilefs landlord, 
will be for entire years, perhaps for life viewing on the 
walls of a gloomy prifon, the cruel marks o f  your barba-
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rity ? W hence arofe the favage cuftom of houghing 
the moil harmlefs and ufeful of animals, the horfe, and 
the cow ? W e  read of nations not enlightened by the 
chriftian religion, yet figure to themfeives a lupteme 
Being, the fountain of tender nefs and mercy. rI hefc 
people think it a fin to deprive any creature of that 
Jife which the fupreme being has given it, and confe- 
quently never eat fifh or flefh. T o  guard againft the 
love of pleafure, and to check the defires which may 
arife from the fight of any objeft, fome of them pluck 
out their '’yes, alledging that if they have fhut two dcors 
againft their paflions, they have opened a thoufand doors 
to wifdorn by qualifying themfeives for the undiftradted 
contemplation of Heavenly things. 1 he Gofpel does not 
require fuch feverity from you. But I appeal to your- 
felves if thefe Pagans will not rife up in judgment againft 
the Chriftians who are guilty of a£ts of cruelty ? "VVhat? 
my brethren, have you forgotten the commandments at 
G o d , who takes your neighbour’s ox and horfe under his 
protection ? for when he forbids us to covet them, he 
commands us not to injure them. Y o u  will tell me that 
i f  you have cropped two or three horfes and burnt fome 
ricks of corn, the injury has been done only to Pariih 
Proétors j thofe leeches whom you confider as your 
greateft opprcilbrs, who every feafon do you infinitely 
more harm. But this is a weak plea in the eyes of G od , 
who commands us to love our enemies, and to do good 
to thofe who do us harm.. W h o  after fecuring man’s 
life and reputation by the fifth commandment, that fays, 
tbou fia it not kill ; and his honor and domeftic tranquility, 
by the fixth, which fays, tbou Jhalt not commit adultery,  
becomes hiinfelf the watchful guardian o f  his temporal 
fubftancc ; by the feventh, which fays, tbou Jhalt not Jiealf 
and ftifles in the heart every defire o f  fraud and injuftice 
by the ninth. T h e  commandments being general ex
tend to all. Hence he fcreens the poor from the op- 
preiTion o f  the rich. Forbids the poor under pretence o f  
poverty to wade or plunder the property o f  the rich, 
and eftabliilies the general and permanent peace o f  
foci et y on the love o f  ourcncmic^, and that maxim o f 
the law of nature* not to do to othert w Im í we would not vcijh

t9
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to be done to us ; much lefs will the quality of a Proftor 
excufe you in the eyes of the law, which punifhes the 
crime without any regard to the quality of the injuries or 
injured.

I am happy to find that thefe difturbances have ceafed 
after a very ihort duration, and though mightily mag
nified at a diilancc, have been confined but to a few 
pariihes in the Diocefe of Cloyne and Cork, and that 
but a few mifguided perfons have been concerned in them. 
But I am forry you have adopted a new plan, which 
however moderate, and though certainly founded on your 
poverty on one hand, and the opprejftve manner o f  col
lecting the tithes on the other, is very improper, and may 
prove of the moft fatal confequence to you riel vcs. 
T h e  following caution, which however it may involve 
yourfelves in trouble* if carried into execution, yet 
will convince the kingdom, that the few breaches o f  the 
peace which happened in this country, have not origi
nated in a fpirit of rebellion as has been infidioujly and fcan- 
dalouily infinuated. T h e  following caution, I fay, has 
been, within thefe few days, affixed to the gates of pariih 
Churches and Chapels :

C O P Y .

<c Y o u  are hereby cautioned not to pay Minifter’s 
Tithes* only in the following manner, viz. potatoes, 
4s. per acre, wheat and barley is. 6d. per acre, oats and
meadows, is. per acre.------ Roman Catholic Clergy to
receive for marriages, 5s. for baptifm, ss. 6d. for eon- 
feiTion, 6d. ; you are hereby warned not to pay Clerk 
money, *  or any other dues concerning marriages ; be all 
fure not to go to any expence of your confeffing turns, 
but let them partake of your own fare.”

It is needlefs to remind you of what the Dublin Shop
keeper has already informed y o u  of, that porting up n o
tices is a mifdemeanor punifhable by law, and that your 
imprudence may hurry you unwarily into feveral branches

*  T ie  Clerks are fuch a; attend on Priejls•
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of the caufes of the W hite-boy Act, that decree death 
againft offences, which perhaps to you may not feem o f 
fuch importance. Y o u  may in the like manner be led 
into the fnare by imagining that this act is not now in 
force. It is in full force until the month of June in the 
year feventeen hundred and eighty-feven. M any and 
ievere are the claufes of that aét, and though an Engliih 
writer fays that they are better calculated for the meri
dian of Barbary, than for a chriftian country,* yet the 
feverer they are, the more you fhould be on your guard. 
Confider the danger to which you are expofed from the 
logic and eloquence of Crown Lawyers, the perjury of 
Witnefles, or the prejudices of Juries. I am informed 
that the one who is to fwear againft fome of you, w ho 
are now in gaol, is one of the greateft villains in the 
kingdom, and efcaped the gallows fome years ago.

B ut to return to the caution. Fray, my brethren, 
what right have you to curtail, o f your own authority, 
the income o f the Proteftant C lergy? I fhall not go over 
the fame ground trodden already by the Dublin Shop
keeper, on this fubje£t. He proves, that if the tithes be
came the property of the laity, they would raife their 
rents in proportion. O r  is it becaufe that from the 
earlieft ages of the world thofe who believed in the true 
G od, have confecrated to him, a part of the fruits of the 
earth, you will think it an heavier burthen to pay the 
fame thing, becaufe it was in conformity to the law o f  
G od  that the laws of chriftian ftates have appointed it? 
Y o u  know that the rules of juftice extend to all without 
exception, and that, to ufe a familiar phrafe, “  every one 
ihould have his ow n,”  whether he be Proteftant or C a 
tholic, T u r k  or Chriftian. It is more your intereft than 
you imagine that the Proteftant Clergy of this country 
ihould be maintained in their rights. For many ages 
you have been defencelefs, deftitute of any proteótion 
againft the power of your landlords, your clergy liable 
to tranfportation or death. T h e  mild and tolerating 
fpirit of the clergy of the eilablifhed religion has been the

oni‘y

* See Young's Tour in England♦
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only fubflitute for all other refources. T h ey  trained up 
from their early days the Proteftant Nobility and Gentry 
in the principles of morality and virtue. If they preach
ed againft Purgatory, they enforced charity. I f  they 
denied that the Pope is Head of the Church* they taught 
their congregation that no man is to be injured on ac
count of his religion, and that chriftianity knows no 
enemy. As by nature we arc prone to vices of every 
kind, and that the earlieft imprellioris are the ftrongeft, 
had it not been for thofe principles which they inftilled 
into the minds of their hearers, long before now your 
landed proprietors in this country would have treated you 
as Tu rks, who think it no fcruple to violate the beds o f  
the Jews, and warn the hufbands that if they come into 
their houfes whilft they arc doing them this injuftice, 
they will cut off their heads.

Is it then to gentlemen of this defcription, the chil
dren of the firft families in the kingdom, the inftru&ors 
of the moll powerful part of the community, the moft 
moral and edifying amongft them, the moft charitable 
and humane, that a handful of poor men are to prefcribe 
laws, tending to diminiih the fupport o f  their offspring, 
deftined to fill one day the moft important offices in the 
State ? W h at ! a Rev. Archdeacon Corker, a Rev, 
Archdeacon Tifdall, a Rev. M r. Chetwood, a Rev. M r. 
W eekes, a Rev. M r. Meade, and a Rev. M r. Ketiny, who 
fpent his time and fortune amongft you, relieving your 
wants, and changing part of his houle into an apothe
cary’s ihop to fupply you with medicines, which your- 
felves could not purchafe, muft he from an apprehenfion 
o f  violence quit his houfe, at the threihold o f  which ap  ̂
peared fo many Lazarus’s with their fores, not licked by 
his dogs, but fomented or bathed with his own hands \ 
not defiring to be fed with the crumbs that fell from his 
table, but repleniihed to fatiety with his own fare ! many 
more o f  thefe Gentlemen could I mention, and I afk 
yourfelvés whether you would benefit the more by having 
their property curtailed ? ftill I know that you arc op- 
prefled and impoveriihed more than any fet of the lower 
clafles of people on earth. And by that notice you have 
pofted up5 it appears that it is far from your thoughts to
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overturn what is eftabliihed by law, but to lighten the 
burthen. It is not in the tithes themfelves that the op- 
preifion lies, but in the manner o f  raifing their value, and 
collecting them. T h e  eftabliihed clergy themfelves, 
whofe dignity and funâions do not permit them to take 
on themfdyes the difagreeable office, and who on the other 
hand if they took your notes, which perhaps you would 
be unwilling or unable to pay when they would become 
due, would feel too much in being obliged to fue a fet of 
poor people in a Court o f  Juftice. T h e  eftabliihed Clergy 
themfelves, I fay, are perplexed. T h e y  are not inclined 
to opprefs you on one hand, and no one can expect that 
they will part with their rights on the other. And as for 
your parts, you cannot be judges in your own caufe. T h e  
fupreme power of the State alone is competent to deter- 
mine the mode of redrefs, which is too intricate a matter 
for me to determine. It is doubtlefs the intereft o f  your 
landlords not to have a wretched and beggarly tenantry. 
It is in like manner their intereft to fupport amongft their 
tenants a due fubordination to their refpediive Paftors. 
f o r  the generality o f  mankind can have no other rule, 
but inftrudtion, whereby to regulate their moral con- 
dudt. T h e  impreflions of religion, and the dread o f  an 
invifible judge, the confcious witnefs o f  our adtions, are 
irronger than, the terror of human laws, whiçh are often 
eluded by privacy and fcveral other ways, for when once 
we fhake off the authority o f  religion, when opportunity 
offers, we are ready to fhake off the authority o f  our maf- 
ters. j refent a memorial o f  whatever grievances you fuf
fer to your refpedtive landlords, who, I ihould hope, will 
tranfmit it to their friends in Parliament. If Parliament 
cannot ftrike out a plan, you have no remedy whatever 
but that patience which I before recommended to you, anc} 
which f o f  tens the affligions cffuffer ers. In a word, without 
the înterpofition o f  the fupreme power of the ftate, you 
muft either bear with patience the grievances o f  which you 
complain, or fuffer an ignominious death, or feek for a 
better fituation in remote countries, where there is more 
encouragement, and where thoufands of yourProteftant fe l
low fubjedts, lefs oppreffed than you are, have taken ihelter.

A s
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As to the regulations you have made with regard to the 

dues of your own Clergy, it is a ftanding maxim with all 
States, where tliere a re  feveral religions and but one elU- 
blifhed by law, not to grant any legal redrefs for non-pay
ment of dues but to the Clergy of the eftabhihed religion, 
fuch as the Clergy o f  the Church of England here and m 
England ; the Lutheran Clergy in Sweden, and the Prel- 
byterian Clergy in Holland, Geneva, and elfewhere. r  ree 
toleration of religion, and the voluntary contributions of 
thofe of their own profeffion, are the only refources of the 
Clergy who are not of the religion of the State. I conii- 
der it your duty, nay your intereft to fupport them m a 
decent manner according to your abilities. And this (up- 
p o r t  ihould appear to you the lefs burthenfome, as there is 
no compulfion, which in general makes the receiver d.f- 
anreeable to thofe who give when compelled, and deprive 
the giver of the merit of what he contributes, when he 
contributes more from compulfion than from duty and 
charity O n  this head then, we can literally apply the 
w o r d s  of St- Paul, in his fécond epiftle to the Corinthians, 
chap. ix. Every man according as hepurpofeth in his heart, 
fa let him give : not grudgingly, or of necrjfity : fo r  God loveth 
a chearful giver. Chrift himfelf who in every page of the 
fcriptures, preaches up the renunciation of ourielves, itill 
declares that the labourer is worthy of his hire. And St, 
Paul, the patron of difintereftednefs and mortification, de
clares that thofe who ferve at the altar, Jhould live by it, and 
that fuch as feed the flock, are entitled to a (hare ot the 
milk. It is your own intereft that your paftors^be main
tained with decency : that in a country where Gentlemen 
o f a different religion efteem the Catholic Clergy more for 
their outward appearance and conduit, than for their pro- 
fellion vour Paftors ihould appear with decency, and that 
in Country pariihes where even in the dead of night they 
are obliged to go (even or eight miles, and perhaps more, 
to relieve a dying perfon, they ihould have a horfe in or
der to be enabled to give you every affiftancc with the ui- 
moft expedition in thefe preffing  moments, when (it ever)
delays are the moft dangerous.

Nor, my brethren, ihould you disregard my remarks on
this fubjed, becaufe I am a Clergyman, Y o u  know that



for the fpace of fifteen years fince my arrival in this coun
try, weddings and baptifms are quite out of my line, yet 
I never ceafed to exhort and inftrud you to the utmoft of 
my abilities.

1 he remainder of my addrefs is unavoidably deferred 
till the next publication ; and, my Brethren, I earneftly 
entreat you to follow the advice of thofe who wiih you 
well, who have your intereft at heart, who forefee the 

anger that threatens you, and o f  which you are not fuf- 
nciently aware. Y o u  will find the advantage of Peace 
and tranquillity^ None can wiih it with more fincerity 
than your affe&ionate fervant,

« T? n A - O ’L E A R Y .
Cork, Feb. 18, 1786.
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Rev. M r. O ’L E A R Y ’s S E C O N D  A D D R E S S  to the 

C o m m o n  P e o p l e  o f  I r e l a n d , particularly to fuch 
c f  them as are called W H I T E - B O Y S .

Brethren and Countrymen,

S'* if ío“ °c?r%(rv'in mypTr) ,h=c 1 £ rievances. ijutj I repeat it. bv vour 

^forder T e n 1S 'u ™ ’  ^  rCmedy is wor(e than the
fo oporeffive 7h ^ ^  tithes* ,et them be ever
t h e .o e a r fo f f  PUt m,y 1?eck.in the haIterby difturbing 
let them bp ° C'rtyJ. violating the laws o f  the realm, 
let them be ever fo fevere. N o rulers on earth will permit
any order of men to overturn eftabliihed laws bv private

j “á  b 'r ,h e ?i,wilí lis' n '7 h'
drefs V h J  y W C t 0  themfclves th« mode of re-y can never make the people happy but by

keeping
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keeping them fubjedt to authority, and by making this 
fubjedtion as eafy and reconcileable to them as the exigen
cies of the State will permit. T h e  multitude is too fickle 
and inconftant for governing itfelf. it  cannot be happy 
without fubordination to order and authority : I f  it once 
ftrikes out o f  the path of obedience to the laws'; there is 
an end of Government. Troubles, diiTenfions, civil wars, 
and impunity for the atrocious crimes, muft be the refult. 
And in this ftate of convulfion, the man who complained 
o f  grievances before, under the ruling powers, will feel 
heavier grievances from hiŝ  neighbour, who, unreftrained, 
by law, w ill become his murderer or opprefior. I f  we 
were prifoners of war in an enemy’s country, we are bound 
by the laws of God and nations to behave in a peaceable 
manner, much more fo when we form members of the 
fame fociety, governed by the fame Sovereign and the 
fame laws.

But what furprifes me moft with regard to the notice 
you have pofted up, whereby you caution each Pariihioner 
not to give but fo much fo r  Tithes, and fo much to the Roman 
Catholic Clergy, is, that you bind yourfelves by oath to 
abide by this regulation. Had you entered into a refolu- 
tion not to pay but four {hillings tithes for every acre of 
potatoes, &c. a Court of Juftice would determine whether 
you were right or wrong. And in cafe you were caft at 
Jaw, as in all appearance you would be, the payment of the 
tithes, and the cofts of the fuit, would be the only difad- 
vantage you would labour under. But here, by one oath 
you fall into a double fnare : Y o u  perplex and entangle 
your confciences on one hand, and on the other you put 
yourfelves in the power of the law.

Upon a former occafion I explained to you the nature 
o f  oaths, and the horror of perjury, and although you 
have not perjured yourfelves in fwearing to your refolu- 
tions, as it was not a lie you fwore, yet permit me to tell 
you, that your oath was raih, and fo far a profanation o f  
the moft facred name of God. It is with the greateft re- 
lu&ance a man ihould fwear at all, even in a juft caufe, 
and from convidticn. W e  read in iome Jewilh authors* 
that the awful name of the Divinity was uttered but once 
3 year by the High Pricft, at the (olemn Benedidlion, after

purifying



purifying himfelf, and waihing his hands in the blood o f  
the viftim that was offered up, before he entered the 
Sanctuary. T h e  veneration alfo of the Heathens for their 
falfe Gods was fuch, that in the beginning no oaths were 
cuftomary, from a reverence to the Deity. Princes rati
fied the moft folemn treaties by joining hands. And in 
the ages of heroifm, the warrior thought himfelf fuffici- 
ently engaged to his General by looking at the military 
ftandard eredted upon an eminence, with the tutelary 
G od painted on the banners. Such was the veneration of 
all nations for the awful name of the Deity, and the Sanc
tity  of that maxim o f holy writ, that we are not to trifle 
yuith holy things. Compare your conduit with that of the 
primitive inhabitants o f  the world, you who ihould be 
ftruck with a greater awe, as having a more perfedt know 
ledge o f  the true G od , and yet make it a part o f  your 
Sunday’s devotion to hand the book to each other in or
der to fwear to what muft be deftruétive to yourfelves, and 
injurious to the rights of others,— you willfwear to the Lord 
your God, fays the fcripture, in truth, in judgment^ and in 
righteoufnefsy or juftice. It is not fufficient for the lawful- 
nefs o f  an oath, that whatever we fwear to be true. It 
requires moreover that the oath'be attended with judgment* 
that is to fay, that the obje£t of it be not raih ; there muft 
be neceflity and prudence. T h ere  muft be alfo jujlice% 
otherwife the name of G od is profaned, and the oath is 
not binding. W h e n  Herod fwore that he would give his 
daughter whatever ihe would aik him, he was guilty of 
murder in giving her the head of John the Baptift, and of 
profanation in calling on G od as the witnefs and fanction 
o f  his cruelty. Y o u  fwear that ypu will pay but four 
Jhillings fo r  an acre o f potatoes, & c.

W h e n  St. Auguitine lays down as a maxim that the 
laws o f  every State regulate the property o f  the fubjedt, 
and that whatever we poffefs, muft be in confequence o f  
the determination o f  the la w ; when St. Paul commands 
us to pay honour to whom honour, and tribute to whom 
tribute is due, can the moft learned Cafuift determine that 
you are bound to pay no more than the precife fum o f four 
(hillings for an acre ? Y o u r  oath then is the fame thing as 
i f  you fwore in the following manner : I  fwear by this book,
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that I  will do fuch a thing whether it he right $r wrong. Is 
fuch an oath juft ? In like manner let me fuppofe that af
ter this oath, you may be fucd at law for the tithes, and for 
non-payment be caft into prifon, or have your little pro
perty diftrained. W hat will be the co n flu e n ce ?  Y o u  
jnuft either break your oath, or remain in prifon, or have 
your poor families ruined. T h u s your oath is the fame 
as if it were qs follows : I  fwear by this book, that I  will 
either break this oath or rot in prifon, or ruin my family. " Is 
there judgment, is there prudence in this ? Add to this, 
that fuch perfons as tender fuch oaths are in the power of 
the law, and will be treated with the utmoft rigour. And 
on this occafion, I conjure the Gentlemen of this county 
who may read this letter, and be next Aflîzcs on your 
Jury, to dillinguiih the wanton compellers .of fuch oaths, 
and the perfons who take or adminiftcr them from fear and 
compulfion. I fay, take or adminfler them \ for take and 
fidminijler in the fenfe I allude to, are fynonimous in the 
eyes of humanity and juftice, when the motive, I meali 
fear of grievous outrage to their perfons or property, com
pels them to take the oath, or adminifter’ it to others. And 
when I make this requeft, you fee, my brethren, how 
much I have your intereft at heart, and with what fince- 
rity 1 wilh to prevent the eftufion of your blood.

T h e  fame motives induced a Proteftant Gentleman, an 
acquaintance of mine, to addrefs fix letters to you, in a 
llyle adapted to your underftanding, under the fignature of 
Â Dublin Shopkeeper. He had no motive whatever but your 
welfare, as his property iu not in the country. His huma
nity and benevolence alone induced him to point out the 
danger to which you were expoleu, the imaginary and 
groundlefs profpeCts you figured to yourfelves, and which 
you will foon feevaniih as fmoak; the various delufions to 
>vhich the unthinking multitude are liable to fall vidtims, 
and the caution you ihould take againft thofe misfortunes 
in which a conduit fimilar to yours have involved fo 
many others, feveral of whom were really innocent. T o  
deprive his letters of the effe£t they fhould have on you, 
you were made to believe that they were written by fome 
tlergym an, interefted in the prefervation of his tithes, 
or if  a Roman Catholic, in the collection of his dues. I

declare
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declare upon my confcience, that they were written by a- 
Proffcftant Layman, and that I myfelf did not know the 
author, until after the publication of the firft letter 
T h e y  deferve your attention the more as they come from 
Aich a difinterefted hand, and as I am equally uncon
cerned in thefe matters, only as far as they regard your 
own fafety, and the peace o f  the public.
. I  hope that addrefs will deferve your attention, as 
it gives the fan&ion of religion to the maxims o f  pru
dence. laid down in that Gentleman’s writings. 1 am 
confident that many of you have been milled by your ig
norance of the laws, and that as thefe difturbances origi
nated in the dues of the Clergy, you did not forefee the 
coniequences to yourfelves. T h a t  Gentlemen’s letters 
delerve your moft fenous attention, as he explains all the 
laws which hang over you. O n  the other hand, it is a 
itanding maxim, that it is better to prevent crimes than to 
fumjh them. It would be an a& o f humanity in the AiTo- 
ciations compofed o f  Noblemen and Gentlemen, for the 
iuppreiiion o f  tumults in the county o f  Cork, to get 
numbers of Gentleman’s letters difperfed gratis through 
the county It is the opinion o f  a great and humane 
writer, that every Member o f Society jhould know when hi 
is criminal, and when innocent. T h is  cannot be done 
without a knowledge o f  the laws which affed the lives 
and hbert.es o f  the fubjefls. T h is  knowledge is never 
iufficiently communicated in this kingdom to the multi
tude at large, few o f whom can purchafe the ordinary 
vehicles of information, the A d is ;  and even N ew s
papers, are prohibited from even infer ting abflraiïs under 
a penalty o f  the profecution from the K in g ’s Printer. 
In foreign countries where new laws affeding. the 
lives o f  the people, are enaded, they are polled up on 
the gates o f  the Churches in all the Pariihes, and their 
non-promulganon is pleaded in juftification of the faft 
I his before-mentioned C o n d u d  correfponds with Bec- 

caria s Wllhes, who fays, that every citizen fhould have 
the code of laws which affed his life ; and that the c o n 
du it o f  Cenfors and Magiftrates who puniih the ignorant,

* Beccaria.
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is a hind of tyranny which furrounds the confines of political 
liberty. If the laws are made for the people, they ihould 
know them, and laws which affeCt the lives ot the mul
titude, ihould not be confined to the Lawyer’s library.
1 am confident that not one out of ten thoufand of the 
country people, knows one claufe of the W/nte-Boy A tl. 
T h is  is the time to make it as public as poifible in a 
county hitherto the moil peaceable in the kingdom. 13ut 
to return from this difgreflion to you, my brethren, if  
you have any room to complain of the extortions of any 
o f  your Clergy, why have you not made application to 
your Biihops previous to thofe tumultary meetings ? 
W ould  Lord Dunboyne, as diftinguiihed for his tender- 
nçfs, his charity, the fweetnefs and amiablenefs of his 
manners ; as he is by his birth and exalted ftation ; or 
would the pious and edifying Dr. M ’Kenna permit the 
oppreflion of the poor under pretence of religion ? They* 
who are more inclined to relieve your wants than to 
add to them ? There is iome exaggeration in your
written notice, infinuating that your Paftors require 
more than you can afford, and that fome of them are 
more attentive to your fubftance than to your fouls. 
Sure, my brethren, a Roman Catholic Clergyman, who 
in times of perfecution would be bound not to abandon 
you, but to ihare your fufferings, and undergo every 
hardihip for the fake of your falvation ; bound to appear 
as the public deputy of the people, at the foot of the 
altar, ereCted to a G od, who died naked on the crofs, 
and to wean your affections from the periihable goods 
and fleeting pleafures of this ihort and diftraCted life, 
to fix them on Heavenly goods ; fure, no Roman C a
tholic Clergyman would make a traffic of the Sacra
ments, in extorting from an unhappy objeCt, who has 
but fourpence a day, to fupport a wife and a number o f  
children, with a handful of vegetables and a draught of 
water. W e  are rather bound to fell the facred vafes 
of the Tem ple, i f  we had any to difpofe of, fooner than, 
flay the viCtim already fleeced by oppreffive rack-rents. 
I t  cannot be conceived that a Roman Catholic Clergy
man, who pays the leaft regard to the dignity and de
cency of his charafter, would fit down in a barn or cabin,

at
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ât the .expence of the labouring man, and by intempé
rance, efface in the evening thofe impreflions of piety 
which he imparted to him in the morning. N o, there Í9 
no fuch thing. But there is the miftake you have com
mitted in the oath already mentioned Y o u  have bound 
by the oath the opulent farmer* who is able and willing 
to give to your Pallors wherewithal to fupport them, 
and to afford yourfelves fome ailiftance in your wants. 
Y o u  have bound him in like manner not to give any 
more than a crown, & c. and this is an injuftice under the: 
folemnity o f  an oath, f o r ,  whatever a poor man may 
do with a triflle fcarce competent to fupport himfelf, he 
has no right to control the pockets of, or to prefcribe 
laws to the rich. I f  there had been fcandalous extor
tions of the kind, you ihould have preferred complaints 
to the Biihops, and thefe venerable Prelates would have 
ordered their Clergy to cry out from their Altars, with 
the Prophet Jonas, i f  it be on my account that this Jiorm is 
raifed throw me overboard.

T h e  oppreifion o f  the poor, and the love o f  fordid 
gain, are in confident with the charafter o f  perfons whofe 
miniftry is the condemnation o f  avarice, the contempt of 
riches, and the recommendation o f  charity. T h e y  are 
îlot difpofed to bruife the reed already broken, nor to change 
the tender and inviting voice o f  fathers and paftors into 
the harfh language of griping tax-gatherers Has not 
M r. O  K elly, have not others declared from the altars, 
that they require no more from you than what you are 
willing to give ? L et not then the facred miniftry be a 
pretext for public diflurbances, which in the end muft 
prove deftru&ive to yourfelves. L et your grievances 
be redreffed by the wifdom and humanity o f  your fu- 
periors in Chuich and State. Let public tranquillity be 
xeftored, and let yourfelves enjoy the fruits and fweets o f  
a peaceable condudland innocent confcience, which alone 
can recommend y OU to, and procure you the proteilion 
o f  God and your rulers. N o  perfon can wiih you every 
happinefs more than your affectionate fervant,

n t « . A. OLEARY.
Cork, Feb. 2 1 ,  1786,

Rev.
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A



( *59 )

Rev. M r. O ’ L E A R Y ’s T H I R D  A D D R E S S  to the 

W H I T  E - B O Y S ,  particularly thofe of the County of 

C O R K .

Countrymen,

T O  fuch of you as fiill perfift in fetting the laws of 
your Country at a diftance, in oppofition to the dictates 
ç f  prudence, which fuggefts to man not to hazard 
raihly his life, nor the interefts of his family, but rather 
to bear patiently with a (lighter inconvenience to avoid 
a greater ; to fuch of you as ftill purfue a line of condudt 
(mifcondua I ihould have faid) fo deftruaive to your- 
felves, and fubverfive of peace and good order, I addrefs 
myfelf at this critical junâure. For I Ihall not confound 
thofe who firft engaged in your caufe, either from errbr 
or licentioufnefs, and are now reclaimed tô  their duty, 
with thofe who ft ill march on in a road which from fad 
experience, they will find to end in a precipice. A t  the 
firft breaking out of thefe unhappy difturbances you got 
every caution which religion, reafon and humanity could 
prompt men o f companion and feelings to give a multitude 
eafily miiled,and according to the commoncourfe of human 
affairs, incapable of drawing the delicate line, to which 
common fenfe points out, and o f  which it lays, thus fa r  
yçu Jhall go and no farther. T h e  dangers to which you 
were expofed from a diforderly condua, the imaginary 
and groundless profpeas you figured to yourfelves, and 
which you now behold vaniihing as imoak, the various 
delufions to which the unthinking multitude are liable 
to fall v iaim s, the precaution you ihould take againft 
the misfortune in which a condua fimilar to yours had 
involved fo many before. Every thing in ihort, was e x -  
plained to you. "T h e  maxims of human prudence were 
ftrengthened, and enforced by the great principles of 
Religion : and we had every room to e x p ea , that in
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cafe Religion had loft its influence over you as Chriftians, 
at leaftyour own prefervation, as fiien, founded upon the 
firft principles o f  nature, would induce you not to ex- 
pofe your bodies to the rod o f  juftice, or to the execu<- 
tioner’s hand. W hen you imagined yourfelves fecure in 
your numbers, an anticipated lift was made out o f  fo 
many White-Boys whipped, fo many Jhot by the army, fo 
many IVhite-Boys widows and orphans reduced to beggary 

from  the mifconduit o f their former hufbands and fathers. 
T h ere  was no infpiration requifite, in order to foretell 
fuch future events. Forefight and common fenfe utter
ed a prophecy which you fee now fulfilled * and the ac- 
compliihment whereof you can read on the mangled 
backs o f  the companions o f  your former excurfions. I f  
you are wife then return peaceably and without delay 
to your occupations and duty, and do not fwell the cata
logue o f  fuffering offenders. It is the advice o f  one who 
has your welfare at heart : W h o , whilft he reprobates 
your diforders, pities your weaknefs, and who in ac
knowledging the juftice o f  the puniihment infli&ed for 
the crime, commiferates the man in the criminal.

But what will my pity avail, if  you do not pity your
felves I How, or by what arguments to reclaim you, I  
am at a lofs. I ihall however pay this laft tribute to 
humanity, and follow the advice of the Apoftle who 
commands minifters o f  the Gofpel to rebukey reprove, ex
hort the finner. To be infant in feafon, out o f  feafon. I f  
my endeavours fhould chance to be out o f feafon with 
regard to the obftinate, yet they may be in feafon with 
regard to thofe whom I would fain preferve from the 
contagion o f  your pernicious example. I reclaimed fome 
o f  your aflociates before, who now feel the comfort of 
having returned to the path o f  peace, and good order* 
Happy for you, though late, if  you copied after them. 
T o  attempt to reclaim you by the power and influence 
o f  religion would, I am afraid, be an ufelefs tafk. Y o u  
have thrown off its reftraint. And however orderly a 
well bred Deift who does not feel diftrefs, but laughs at 
religion, may condud himfelf through life until the'fcene 
o f  delufion is clofed and death introduces him to the 
Judge, who, fays, W o e  to you who laugh. W h e n  the

common
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common people in anv ftate throw ofF the reftraint o f  
religion, or become fanatics they become like lions un
chained, who if not oppofed by force or ftratagem, will 
devour their defenclefs prey. O f  this we have unhappy 
proofs in the difturbances which have difgraced this pro
vince. W hen you minded your religion, peace and or
der reigned over the land. T h e  weary cottager after his 
labour and rural meal flept feeure, and acquired freih 
ftrength for the toils o f  the enfuing day, and if his 
neighbour was injured in his property by ftealth or fraud, 
the dread of profaning the Sacraments was attended vvitli 
reftitution, and a purpofe of amendment. But when, 
to the aftoniihment and fcandal o f  the public, religion 
betame a fport ; when the houfes of worihip were pro
faned by tumultuary meetings, beginning their de
votions with the folemnity of combination oaths with
out enquiring whether they were lawful or facrilegious ; 
when the flocks became deaf to the inftruclions of the 
Paftors, d ila t in g  inftead of obeying, and did with tf)eir 
own hands what the moft infamous Prieft-catchers re
frained from doing in times o f  perfccution, I mean the 
nailing up of Chapels, and excluding from the houle of 
G od fuch as intended to offer up their prayers on that 
day appointed by all denominations of Chriltians for the 
worihip of the Supreme Being, and held fo facred that 
on that day the very adminiftration of civil juftice is fuf- 
pended ; when without any intention to exchange one 
Creed for another, but rather lo get rid of both, nor any 
intention to reform the morals, but rather to obtain im- 
punity for licentioufnefs, you flocked to the Proteftant 
Churches, as the temples in former times were reforted 
to by thofe malefactors who intended to make of the 
houfe of God a rampart againft the purfuit of violated 
juftice; when this irreligious farce was attended with 
the notes o f  the flute, and the blafts of the bag-pipes 
playing from one houfe of worihip to another, by a fet of 
men combined againft the Clergy of both, threatening 
with deftru£tion the refpeciable Catholics who refufed to 
attend the proceflion of diforder in tumult.

In ihort, when religion loft its hold o f  people accuf- 
tomed to revere and refpeft it, then the ifloft peaceable
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county in the kingdom bccame a fcene of anarchy, diiof*- 
der and confufion, and fpread the contagion far and 
wide : a brutal and indifcriminate vengeance was wreak
ed upon man and beaft. Ï he excelles of the mad 
rabble who acknowledged Lord George Gordon for their 
Prefident in the year eighty, have been in fome meafure 
copied by the followers o f  Captain Right in the year 
eighty fix. T h e  former burnt houfes, and committed 
fmging birds to the flames. T h e  latter cropped horfes, 
and burned ricks of corn.— 0  JooliJb Galatians !  fays St.
Paul, what hath bewitched you?

I f  you complained of grievances, was reareis to be 
obtained by profanation, and inhuman and barbarous 
fteps, which tend to defeat the very end you propofe 
to yourfelves, and make you rather objects of detefta- 
tion than pity ? W h en  you complained of the conduct 
o f  fome of yoar own Clergymen, as overbearing and 
rigorous ; to remove every piea for diforder and diicon- 
tent, your prelates aflembled, and after declaring tnat a 
fmall fripend, the realonablenefs o f  which they left to the 
decifion of the public, was requifite for the fupport of 
vour pallors \ they enjoined them at the lame time not 
to enforce a rigorous exaôion ot their dues, but to {hew 
upon all occafions that fpirit of mildnefs, lenity and dif
interefted nefs, fo becoming their facred chara£ter. W h a t  
more could they have done? Y o u ,  on the other hand, 
not only bound yourfelves to withhold your ufual fupport, 
but controlled the opulent and well diipofed, who were 
willing and able to make up for what yourfelves were 
unwilling or unable to give. 1  hus under pretence o f  re- 
drelTing grievances, you became the oppreiTors of your fpiri- 
tual guides, and as toyourcaufes of complaint from pro&ois 
and tithe farmers, infte?.d of waiting for that relief, which the 
humanity and wildom of the Parliament may in time and 
place fuggeft, you arrogated to yourfelves a power bor
dering upon life ard death, by burying them up to tneir 
chins in graves, lined with briars and other materials o f  
torture, leaving their life or deftruction to the bare 
chance o f  being found or not found, by fome paílenger. 
G reat G od ! could you be fo divefted of feeling as to in
flict fuch a puniiliment, or fo devoid of common ienfe a3
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to imagine, that fuch a conduit was the bell method o f  
deferving the attention and companion of your rulers ? 
1 he public confidered thefe horrid barbarities as the 
effects of a temporary madnefs, which cool reafon and 

■ the feverity o f  the law would effectually cure. But 
what muft not be their indignation and aftoniihment, if, 
after the iteps which government has taken, they fee you 
not only relapfe into your former frenzy, but work your- 
felves up to the higheft pitch of madnefs !

After reforming the clergy, you now proceed to re
form the ftate. By your new regulations no labouring 
man is to go to another parifh to fave the harvefh This  
certainly ihews your humanity and wifdom, on the eve 
o f  winter, when every hand ihould be employ
ed to fecure the bounties of nature— and this I call a re- 
gulation o f beggary and imprifonment. For the landlord 
will have his rent or your bodies, for if  you refufe ta 
work you muft beg ; and the public will give no aims to 
perfons who become idlers from wilful obl-iuacy.

Y o u  write threatening letters to the Civil Magiftrate, 
ordering him, under the fevereft penaltiei, to interfere 
no more in your proceeding», and are come to refolves 
about the hearth money, which you intend to regulate 
by your ownftandard ; and this regulation about magif- 
trates and hearth money, as more immediately affeCtinc*- 
M ajefty, is a regulation bordering upon treafon and re
bellion, by appropriating to yourfelves a part o f  the reve
nues of the crown. T o  crown the work, you pofted up 
a notice, or you wrote a menacing letter to a moft re- 
fpeCtable Proteftant Clergyman, ordering him not to 
meddle with an old church in his pariih, the materials o f  

r which are requifite to defray the expences incurred by- 
building a new one, but to leave it to you for a chapel. 
And this regulation, is to me, a regulation offurprize and 
ajionijbment !  W h a t  a furprizing tranfition from pro
fanation to devotion, from one extreme to another ! 
Some time before you nailed up the chapels, and 
would not permit your clergy to officiate therein. 
N o w  your own chapels will not fuffice without having 
the church : not long fince you carried the chapel to 
church ; now you will have the church CQme back to the
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chapel. T h is  is a ilrange fit of devotion in a fet of mei% 
who, not long ago, in derifion of prieithood, gave but an 
Iriih crown to the pallor, at a wedding, and collected 
eighteen ihillings for the piper. But pray, if  you obtain 
the church, who will be your Chaplain ? for I am fure 
no catholic clergyman will be fo mad as to obtrude him
felf into a church of the eftabliihed religion, under the 
banners of fedition. Y o u  muft then ordain a chaplain 
yourfelves ; and every perfon who attempts a reformation in 
the church and ftate, without an ordinary miffion, com
monly pleads a million from Heaven. Capt. Right may 
aflume the power of ordination, as the German cobler 
who atttmpted the reformation of religion, pretended to 
impart the gift of prophecy to his difciples, by making 
them drink a pot of beer, and giving them on the head a 
ilroke of a poker.

However, as this extraordinary meflage, purporting to 
give up a Proteiiant church to be changed into a chapel, 
is become the general fubjed o f  converfation, it is in
cumbent on me to make my remarks on it. I have read 
fo many anecdotes of plots and roguiih fchemes, o f  which 
fimpletons were the tools, and knaves the contrivers, 
that I am very cautious It is fuppofed that when you 
meet in your lurking holes, you all agree in the fame 
meafure, and that every deliberation is the a d  of the 
whole corps, otherwife you will foon difperfe. I f  then 
this mcilage be really an aft of your meeting, fome artful 
incendiary, capable of working upon your intellects, 
ílupified by watching and intoxication, has crept in 
among you ; either to caufe fome confufion in the ilate, 
from motives beft known (if  not to himfelf) certainly to 
his employer, or from an expedition  o f  obtaining a t 
reward for fwearing away your lives at’* the next aifizes. 
i  or there is not the leaft lhadow of probability, that a fet 
of night ilrollers, cropping cattle and burning corn, 
after nailing chapels and humbling their clergy, would 
expofe themfelvei to martyrdom in forcing a Proteiiant 
clergyman to give up a church, to indulge their devotion. 
Moreover, you know that when a new place of worihip 
is to be ereded, the Pariih Prieil is always confulted ; for 
where there is no Mafs, there is an end o f  the chapel.
\  ou know full well .that no Prieil would attend you in

fuch
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fuch a fit of frantic devotion, if you did not force him to 
ride bare backed, Pro£tor like on Captain Rights grey 
horfe, with the furze faddle under him, and the horn, 
founding before him. Give up then every thought o f  
changing the church into a chapel, for you will never 
get any Pried: to attend you there, without you drive 
him before you, mounted as I mentioned ; and 1 am 
fure that the moft ambitious o f  the clergy would not ride 
the Pope’ s mule in fuch an equipage. T. he mefTage 
then, if  it comes from you, is of a piece with the reil of 
your proceedings, as far as they are barely confined to 
nonfer.fe-y and if churches and chipsis were the anticham- 
beri of Heayen, they could never procure you admit- 

.tance into its inner apartments, whilft you lead a loofe 
and licentious life, deftroying your neighbours property, 
and difturbing the peace of fociety. However, if you 
want to fee the infide o f  that church, you (hall be gra
tified on the following condition. Appoint what 
Sunday you think fit, and that at fooneft, and I ihall 
go and meet you there, not to fay mafs, but to give you 
an exhortation or a fermon, which ever you like. 
Colonel Mannix, or any of the neighbouring A4agif- 
trates will, I am confident, not refufe to attend ; after 
the exhortation, of which you certainly ftand in need, 
the Magiftrate will explain the law to you, liften to your 
complaints, and if  you make a folemn promife, which 
you can without any remorfe confirm with an oath, to 
return peaceably to your duty, and to difturb no 
longer the community, he will tranfmit your complaints 
to your Reprefentatives, in Parliament aflembled. A  
fimilar affair happened already, and has been attended 
with fuccefs, for the people, on liftening to reafon, 
returned to the paths of moderation and good conduct. 
A ll  this is to be done with the confentof the gentleman 
to whom the old church belongs ; for you know that 
it is not civil to force into another man’s houfe. T h e  
paftor of that church is a Proteftant, and I am 
a fledfaft Catholic believing feven facraments, and 
every article that has been explained to you in your 
early days in your catechifm. Y e t  we are both united in 
the fame caufe o f  charity and benevolence with feverai 
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other gentlemen o f different perfuafions, as members o f
the Committee for the relief of Info! vent Debtors.

O ur controverfics turn upon ways and means o f  
keeping order and cleanlinefs in the gaols, of procuring 
the captive debtors a weekly allowance, of compound
in g  with their creditor*, and reftoring them to their poor 
families. T h e  very Magiftrates you threaten are fub- 
fcribers to this inftitution. O n  the lift o f the relieved 
captives are numbers of your own namefakes and rela
tions. T h is  digreiîîon 1 make in order to remind you o f  
your ingratitude and delufion in meddling with the cler
gy of the eftabiiihed religion, many o f  whom deferve 
fo well of the poor ; but that gentleman in particular, 
the martyr o f  charity, who beftows on them the portion 
o f  time and fubftance which he can fpare from his func
tions and family. T h e  propofal o f  meeting I make 
from my heart. T h e  fubjecfc of my fermon ihall be 
the obligation which nature and religion impofe on man 
to live peaceably and honeftly, both as a chriftian and a 
member of civil fociety, and my text ihall be thefe 
words of St. Paul, I  exhort therefore that prayer and Jap
plication be made fo r  kings, andfor all that are in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all Godlinefs and 
honefiy. i .  T im othy, chap .2. M ay you conform your 
lives to the text! Amen. But to return to the notice, 
or meiTage :

It is moft likely that fome one who would not much 
fcruple to tell a lie at the expence o f  your lives, has 
written the letter in your name, or pofted up the notice, 
to make you more odious than you are, (though you are 
odious enough already,) and to haften the vengeance o f  
the laws which await you, by quickening the fears 
o f  the public. Every robbery and plunder will be laid 
to your charge, feveral feditious letters will be written 
in your name, divine juftice will permit that even 
the malice o f  others will haften your ruin. And 
however I hate your proceedings, I really pity your 
madnefs in putting it in their power ; and the more fo, 
as according to St. Auguftin, 44 no wretch is more to be 
pitied than the wretch who does not pity himfelf.”  O ne 
ihould think, that more than a twelvemonth’s appren-
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ticeihip to licentioufnefs, befidc* the lef* you hive fuftain- 
ed, would have tired you in the road of iniquity; and little 
did we expedt to h«ar any more of cropping horfes and 
burning corn, much lefs of depriving the cottager ot the 
ufe of his fpade amidft the invitations of a copious harvelt. 
Little did we expefl to hear of attempts to deprive the 
landlords of their rents, to encroach upon the authority ot 
the Parliament, and to invade the rights of the Crown, by 
arrogating to yourfelves the power of regulating the taxes 
of the (late, after twoailizes, and the lenity, impaitiality 
and wifdom which Government has Ihewn upon the occa- 
iion ; for what greater proofs of them could Government 
have given, than when the e n e r g y  of the laws was to be 
Supported by the military power, it appointed a General 
who unites humanity with valour, who condescended to 
hear your complaints, and prevailed on feveral gentlemen 
concerned in tithes to reduce them to the moft reasonable 
ftandard ; copied after that illuftrious Roman, who, when 
the common people had thrown off the yoke of Subordi
nation, kept the fword in the iheath, and held out the 
olive branch, preferring in the firft ftage of the political 
diftcmper, lenient to violent remedies : a General, in
fine, who, on hearing well grounded complaints would 
forget the warrior in the advocate for the diftreffed, if the 
complainers ceafed to be licentious.

In the delicate circumftances which affeCled your lives, 
Government appointed a judge, endowed with thatexten- 
fivc knowledge, penetration, and wifdom, which qualities 
himfoeminently for holdingthefcalein which the lives, the 
fortune, and the honour of men, are to be weighed; with 
integrity, proof againft the attacks of power and intereft, 
with humanity and moderation, which without loofemng 
the veil wherewith juttice is painted hoodwinked, can raife 
its border to caft a glance of pity on the unfortunate: 
Such were the two illurtrious perfonages in whofe hands 
Government lodged the fwords of military power and juf
tice to fupprefs the diforders to which you have given rife. 
I mean Lord Luttrel and Lord Chief Baron Yelverton. 
Wifdom and impartiality made a choice which humanity 
applauded; but a longer continuance of your madnefs and
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folly muft baffle their united efforts, to your own inevit-
able deftru&ion.

The honour of the country, the prefervation of public 
order, the protection ef the defencclefs cottager, and the 
prevention of further diforders, will compel Generals to 
mark the progrefs of their march with your blood, and 
judges to ftretch the laws to their utmoft. Equally cruel 
to y ou riel ves, and unmerciful to others, if you have any 
gncvances to complain of, you block up every road to re
drefs, by the very fteps whereby you intend to obtain it.

In a large county, and I may almoft fay a province, 
without arts or manufactures, where, in fome places, in a 
range of fifty or fixty miles, fcarce a wheel or reel can be 
met with for want of flax or wool to employ the houfe- 
wife, and where the very treafures of the ocean are become 
ufelefs for want of the means to improve the advantages 
of nature : In a place fo circumftanced, where the poor 
cottager muft with five-pence a day fupport himfelf, a wife, 
and five or fix children, more or lefs, and contribute his 
lhare to the fupport of the State, you attempt to deprive 
poor induftrious men of the liberty of earning the means 
ot iubiiltence. oome of you can remember the great froft 
and fuch of you as were not born at the time muft know! 
from the tradition of your fathers, that Heaven vifited the 
land with a famine, whofe ravages amongft the common 
people were fuch, that for want of food, the living had 
fcarce ftrength enough to bury the dead. Now Heaven is 
kind in granting you an extraordinary continuance of fair 
weather, and a plentiful harveft, you rejeét the favours 

it-f [íCa.Ven’ nftead of Pra^ifing the letfon which nature
l g !Vn'S y°r m example of the ant, the bee, and fe

veral clafles of irrational beings, an example which Solo-
mon recommends to your imitation in the following words:

c r u u  ° nU confider her ways and be wife ;
otc jawing no guide, overfeer, or ruler, provideth her meat 

m W fumm er, and gathereth her food in the h a r v e / iInftead 
of improving the fair weather to the beft advantage in 
new thatching your cabbins, in minding your buf.nefs, and

-/ainftH 3  f the fupp° rt o f y°urfelves and families 
againlt the enfuing winter, you exhauit y0ur health in thofe
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nightly excurfions, the fruits of which mud: be the lofs o f  
life or liberty, or a criminal wearincfs which difables you 
from working the following day. Under pretence of re- 
dreffing grievances, you confine the labourer who has no 
work at horn - who at ftated times goes to earn his wages 
in other pariihes, and whole affiftance is requifite for fay
ing the harveft. Y o u  confine him to his cottage, where he 
has nothing to behold but a wife and children periihing 
with hunger, and his fpade and ihovei decaying with ruft, 
becaufe by the regulations of the Right-Boys, he dares not 
to handle them in the pariihes where he could get employ
ment. Thus you opprefs the poor; you diftrefs the farmer, 
who at certain times wants an extraordinary number of 
hands; you will fill the gaols with infolvent debtors; and 
you begin to fow the feeds of fcarcity and famine, which 
yourfelves muft feel, as well as the innocent, who fuffer 
but too often for the guilt o f  others. I f  this be your mode 
o f  redrefling grievances, the remedy is worfe than the dik- 
eafe ; and if no other crime could be laid to your charge 
but this regulation only, this alone would expofe you to 
the deteftation of every honeft man.

I appeal to yourfelves, whether the unhappy perfons who 
loft their lives by attempting a refcue, and thus impeding 
the courfe of juftice, would not have done better to mind 
their bufiners, than to be cut off by a fudden death, and 
leave their widows and orphans without fupport ? T o  your- 
felvfes 1 appeal, whether fuch of your affociates as have al
ready undergone tne juft puniihment of the law, or fuch as 
are now confined in order to take their trials at the next 
aflizes,and who,befides their perfonal difgrace and danger, 
muft feel for their families, deftitute of thdr fupport, and 
diftrefling themfelves to fupport them in their confinement? 
I  appeal to yourfelves, whether thefe perfons would not 
have done better to mind their labour, and partake in com
mon with their little families of the fruits of their honeft 
induftry, than to be, as they now are, the unpitied objects 
of wretchednefs, labouring under prefent anguiih, and 
haunted with the terror of future puniihmeni, reprefenting 
to themfelves the fword of juftice hanging over their heads, 
and uncertain of their future deftir.y. W ould you really
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*íiíh to be in their fituation ? Anfwer me— T am fure you 
would not. I f  then you intend to avoid their fate, avoid 
their example, and learn a little wil'dom from the folly of 
others, or rather avoid the funiihment by avoiding the 
guilt.

D o  you really believe, my brethren, (I call you brethren, 
becaufe 1 begin to foften from pity for the misfortunes you 
have already brought on others, and which you W ill  inevi
tably bring on yourfeîves, for methinks I already hear the 
cries of your widows, or forlorn mothers, calling tom e for 
alms to help them to buy your coffins,) do you really be
lieve that an obftinate perfeverance in diforder, a repetition 
o f  conflagrations and outrages, and a gradual rife from one 
abufe to another, are the beft means of difpofing your rulers 
to lenity, and to a confideration o f  the caufes of your com
plaints? N o. T h e y  only tend to g ive  a keener edge to the 
fword of juftice. Y o u  fhould rather dread, left confiant 
provocations on your part, and every effort to reclaim you 
to your duty, rendered fruitlefs by an obftinate refiftance* 
may induce the legiilature to make what is called a mifde- 
sneanor, C A P I I  A L  F E L O N Y ,  and that the fame offences 
which in your affociates have been punifhed with whipping 
or imprifonment only, may doom yourfelves to the halter. 
W h a t  if you were declared public enemies to the State, and 
ihot without further ceremony wherever you would be 
met with after nightfall? T h is  is what you have to fear; 
and nothing to hope while you remain turbulent.

N o  rulers on earth will permit any order o f  men to over
turn eftablifhed laws, whilft they have power to maintain 
their authority. M uch lefs will the rulers o f  this kingdom 
change one tittle of the laws, on occafion o f  anTT violence 
committed by a fet o f  men who could be mowed down as 
fo many withered weeds, by cne fingle regiment. T h e y  
w ill liften to the complaints o f  the fubjefts when preferred 
to them in a decent, humble and becoming manner, and 
through a proper channel. But they will referve to them- 
felves the mode of redrefs as well as the time for granting 
or refufing it. T h e  multitude is too fickle and inconftant 
for governing itfelf. I f  it once ftrikes out of the path o f  
fubordination, tumults, difTentions, and thc moft atrocious

crimes

’( *7° 3
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crimes muft be the refult ; and in this ftate of convulfion, 
the man who complained of grievances before, under the 
ruling powers, will feel heavier grievances from his neigh
bour, who unreftrained by law, will become his murderer 
or oppreffor. Y ou r conduft juftifies my remark. T h e  
man who earned his fourpence 01 fivepence a day, flépt 
fecure under the protection of the law, and in the neigh
bourhood of the Magiftrate. N o w , by the White-Boys 
rules, he muft ftarve in his cottage for want of liberty t» 
earn his bread in a diftant pariih, or ride the grey horfe 
on a furze faddle, or be buried up to his chin in a torturing 
grave. H o w  t o  conclude this letter I am at a.lofs. If you 
h a v e  a n y  regard for your lives, for your wives, for your 
children, for your fathers, for your mothers, I conjure you 
in the name of G od, to defift without any further delay. 
Lord Luttrell, who to his eternal honour, has enquired 
into your complaints, is in poffeffion of whatever is to be 
laid before the Senate of the nation, whofe decifion you 
Ihould wait for, with that fubmiffion becoming fubjedts, 
and that prudence which ihould hinder you as men from 
running to your final deftru6tion. Y o u r  caufe could not 
be in worfe hands than your own. T herefore throw your- 
ielves on the mercy of your rulers, and do not force them 
to forget in the multitude of your offences, whatever may 
be the caufe of your complaints. T h is  plain., fimple and 
candid advice is now your laft refource. I f  you rejed it, 
you are undone. For, you will not only have the laws 
and army let loofe upon you, but all the nobility and gen
try, all the wife, peaceable, and virtuous fubjeas, will 
confider you as public enemies, whofe deftru&ion is re- 
quifite for their own prefervation. And as you are igno
rant of the danger which threatens you, I requeft in your 
behalf, as a favour of the Printers throughout the king
dom, to copy this letter into their refpeaive papers, and 
of the friends of humanity to make it as public as poflible, 
by difperfing it amongft you. T h a t  it may have on you 
the defired ciFeû, is the wiih of

A R T H U R  O 'L E A R Y .

Cork, Nov. 19, 1786.
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A P P E N D I X .

( N o . IJ. ) 

C O P Y  o f  a P E T I T I O N  which the Right Honourable 

L U K E  G A R D I N E R  was to prefent to the I r is h

H o u s e  of C o m m o n s ,  on behalf of the R o m a n  

C a t h o l i c s  of I r e l a n d ,  when the Claufe for the 

demoliihing their Chapels was to be debated.

T H A T  at the moft critical times, and in the fucceilive 
wars in which Great Britain and Ireland have been in
volved, they have behaved as loyal and faithful fubjeéis 
to each focceeding Sovereign.

I hat they have given to their rulers, the moft facred 
and inviolable pledge which mortals could give, or which 
the legiflature could prefcribe— a folemn oath, the fince- 
rity of which has been manifefted by their condudt, and 
readinefs to co-operate with their Proteftant fell ow-fub-

jefís, in defence of their common country, in the time 
C: danger.

T h a t  popular commotions are not the growth of any par
ticular foil, nor peculiar to any defcription o f  men, but 
happen in every age, and in every nation ; they happened 
in Spain, an abfolute and Catholic government, within thefe 
few years— they happened in Great Britain, a free and 
I roteftant ftate, in the year 1780.

1 hat in the fuppreflion of the difturbances which hap
pened of late in the South of Ireland, the Catholic nobility 
and gentry, their prelates and inferior clergy, have been 
moft aétîve. That during thefe difturbances, their cha
pels have been nailed up, their Paftors abufed and 
forced from their pariihes, and no diftinâion made in 
the paroxifm of popular frenzy. 'T h a t in the heads of a bill 
brought into this honourable Houfe, they have read with 
equal concern and aftonifhmcnt, a clauie, empowering tbe

civil
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civil magiftrates (o pull down, level and pro (Irate, a nr  
Roman Catholic Chapel, in which, or in the vicinity o. 
which, any unlawful oath is tendered, upon the teih-

monv of one witnefs. c i * fV,,.;,.
That they confider fuch a claufe d.fgraceful to their

religion as chriftians, injurious to their honour, charader
and loyalty, as fubjeds ; and naturally impreffing the
niind of their moft gracious Sovereign, with the notion,
that his Catholic fubjeds are combining (in the molt
awful and facred of all places) againft his Crown and
diunitv. And as it muft eventually prove deftructive oi
the indulgence which of late a humane and enlightened
!egiflature° has granted them, after a long trial of their
fidelity, while it laboured under the fevereft laws — As
fuch a claufe, (befides holding forth a fufpicion of their
fincerity) has a natural tendency to afford a pretext ior
repealing the favours already granted to the whole body
of their communion, in cafe any deluded individua.,
either actuated by licentioufnefs, or ftimulated by their
enemies, ihould oppo'fe the magistrates in the proftratioa
of chapels, which were left ltandmg in times ot the
greateft peifecution.

That amidft the profligacy of morals, of late fo preva
lent amongft the lower orders who have ihaken oft that 
reftraint under which they had been heretofore kept by 
their paftors, and from other collateral caufes, it would 
be no difficult matter to find not only one witnefs, but 
feveral who would fwear before a magiitrate that fuck 
oaths were taken, though no fuch oaths had ever beca
adminiftered- ^

For thefe and other reafons, which will occur to the
fenate of the nation, they moft humbly pray your ho
nours will not pafs the fame into a law.

E k t r  a c t
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E x t r a c t  from the D E B A T E S  o f  the H O U S E  o f  

C O M M O N S  ^ / I R E L A N D , on M r. G R A T T A N ’ a 

M o t i o n ,  or the Commutation o f  T i t h e s ,  & c. on 

Tuefday, M a r c h  13, 1787.

M r. C U R R A N  (aid, <c he thought it incumbent on 
“  the Houfe to ihew themfeives untainted by the intol- 
“  lerant principles o f  certain Publications. In To doing 
“  he was perfuaded they would perfectly concur with the 
“  refpefled Author of one o f  them.”  [the Biihop o f  
Cloyne.J “  He was perfeflly fatisfied that godly and 
“  pious Man had long fince regretted the precipitate 
“  Publication o f  thofe hafty fentiments, and rejoiced 
<c that their natural tendency had been happily fruftrat- 
“  ed by the good fenfe o f  the public : But he faw no 
“  reafon for introducing the name o f  his adverfary as a 
“  fubje£l of cenfure in that Houfe*. He faid that M r.
“  O'-Leary was to his knowledge, a man o f  the moft in- 
“  nocent and amiable fimplicity o f  manners in private 
“  life. T h e  reflexion o f  twenty years in a cloyfter.
<c had feverely regulated his paflions and deeply in- ' 
“  formed his underftanding. A s to his talents they 
“  were public, and he believed his Right Reverend

“  Antagonift:

.  *  Alluding to M r . Toler, w h o  had juft  before cenfured M r . O'Leary 
in  a very  w arm  and acrid manner for faying, that Bridges for whofe 
murder the R ev .  M r . Sbeeby was executed at Clonmel fome years ago, 
was afterwards found living in Newfoundland. O u r  A u th o r  does not 
aiTert this as a matter o f  fadt, but only fays (p. 20) “  i f  report be tru e .1*
1 he minutes o f  Father Shceby's tryal, publifhed by one o f  his Jurors, 
p u t  tb e je a l  o f  high probability to the truth  o f  this report;  wherein it ftands 
upon record, that two unexceptionable witneffes debofed upon Oath, 
that Bridges had quitted the country two m ouths, previous to the p re ,  
{tended murder. r
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f * Antagonifl bad found himfelf over matched in him 
44 as a controvertiil. In this inftance it was juft he 
44 ihould feel his fuperiority. It was the iuperrority, not 

of renius only,but oftruth :— of themeritsof therefpec- 
iC tive caufes. it was the fuperiority of defence over a g -  

46 greiTion. It was the vi&ory of a man feeing the mife- 
*c ries of his country like a Philofopher and a tolerating 
“  Chriftian, and lamenting them like a fellow fubject* 
4C obtained over an adverfary who was unfortunately led 
“  away from his natural gentlenefs and candour to fee 
** thofe miferies, and view them of courfe, through a 
4i fallacious medium.’ '

( * 7 5  V
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E R R A T A .

Pa^e 17 line 3 — for  fantaftical— read— fanatical.
_"_42 •------33 —for  G o d — read-— Saviour.
___ _ 4.5------ 27—-for nectum— read— necdum.
____ ro--------33— for Alexander— read— Urban.
 ____5g --------15—fo r  pinching— read— periihing.

_ ! ,  2------ 2 '  ̂for It is— read— Is it.



The following new Publications may be had o f  the E d i t o r  

P. K E A 1 I N G ,  Ko. 4, Air-Street, Piccadilly.

MI S C E L L A N E O U S  T ra it*  by the Rev. Arthur 
O L e a r y ,  in one volume o£tavo, the third edition 

enlarged. Price Five Shillings in boards.

Do«3or Carroll’s addrefs to the American Catholics, 
enlarged with a preface and a poftfcript, the fécond edition 
fewed. One Shilling.

A  Review o f  th« Important Controverfy between D r. 
Carroll and the Rev. MefTrs Wharton and Hawkins, by 
the Rev. Arthur 0 ‘ Leary, to which is anexed Candour’s 
Addrefs to the Right Hon. L . Gardiner, on his bill in fa
vour o f  the Iriih Catholics. One Shilling and Six-pence.

A  letter from a diftinguiihed Englifli Commoner, to a 
Peer o f  Ireland, on Mr. Gardiner’*"bili in favour o f  the 
Iriih Catholics, Six-pence

A  Defence of the conduct and writings o f  the Rev. 
Arthur 0 ‘ Leary, during the late difturbances in Munfter, 
with a full juftification o f  the Iriili Catholics, and an ac
count of the rifi/igs o f  the W H IT E -H O Y .S ,  written by 
himfel:, in an anfwer to the falfe accufations o f  T h e -  
ophiius, and the ill-grounded infinuations of the Biihop 
o f  Cloyne. T w o  Shillings and Six-pence.

T h e  Manners of the Ifraelites, tranflated from the 
French of the Abbe Flèury, by Rev. C . Cordell, cor- 
refpondent member o f  the Royal Society o f  Scotch A n ti
quaries. And,

T h e  Manners o f  the Primitive Chriftians, tranflated 
from the French of the above mentioned celebrated
Author, by the fame Gentleman.'------ N .B .  Both thefe
much admired Pieces may be had either feparately, or in 
one vol. in boards at T w o  Shillings and Six-pence.

N, B, Orders for Periodical and New Publications executed
et thejhottefl Notice.
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