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Mr. Tho. Johnston’s Improvement, &c.

T H E  petition prefented to the hon­
ourable houfe o f  commons, by Thomas 
Johnfton, of Derry, in the county of 
Tipperary, contains many allegations j 
which, at the firft view, may feem ra­
ther incredible. It is hard to conceive 
that the afllduity of one man, and that 
man in a confined fituation of life, could 
be of fuch univerfal advantage to a whole 
kingdom, as this petition fets forth. I f  
it is proved, there is no doubt but the 
humanity of the parliament will confider 
the Ioffes Mr. Johnfton has fuftained, 
whilft he has been ferving the nation j

A 2 and



and that th e y  will excite others to a like 
exertion o f  a zeal, that may be called 
truly patriotic, by evincing to the world, 
that no man ihall be a lofer, by iimilar 
endeavours.

Indeed, in the eye of juftice, when a 
man diminiihes his own private fortune, 
by aiming at public utility, i f  even he 

ihould not fucceed, he has fome claim to 
be reimburfed ; but where his endea­
vours have been crowned with amazing 
benefit to the whole community, it would 
be a great hardihip if  his family alone 
ihould fuffer, whilft tha't o f  every other 
man reaps profit and advantage from his 
labours.

In order to give Mr. Johnilon a jufl 
plea to folicit the benevolence o f  parlia­
ment it ihould be proved, firft, that he has 
procured a national advantage ; fecondly, 
we ihould calculate how far that advan­
tage hath extended, and how far it is 
ftill capable o f  farther extenfion; and 
laflly, we ihould afcertain what his real

Ioffes,

[ 4 ]



Ioffes are, and ihew that they had their 
rife, not from extravagance or impru­
dence, but folely from unavoidable events, 
the natural confequences of his un­
dertaking.

In order to illuftrate thefe effential 
points, and make every gentleman who 
reads this, fully mafler o f the whole fub- 
je d , I ihall confider his petition, para­
graph by paragraph, and adjoin to each, 
clear, circumftantial, and undoubted au­
thorities.— And I am happy that in this 
undertaking I have no occafion to recur 
to any kind of fophiftry, for which I 
have no abilities ; nor to aim at a flowery 
difplay of perfuaiive arguments, for 
which I am equally incapable. No, I 
have need of only a plain ftile, and a 
fimple detail of fads. And I doubt not 
but the force of unadorned truth, will 
anfwer every intention o f this addrefs.

T he firit paragraph of Mr. John- 
flon’s petition is thus expreffed:

[ 5 1

“ That
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“  T hat yonr petitioner was the fir ji 
“  perfon in this kingdom, who, impelled 
“  by a zeitl for the improvement o f  the 

• “  live flock of this, his native country, 
began to import from England, at great 

“  labour, hazard, and expence, numbers 
“  o f  iheep, horned cattle, fwine, and 
“  horfes ; in which employment he has 
“  fpent the lait twelve years o f  his

T o  prove thefe allegations, it muft 
be obferved, that the petitioner refided 
for many years in England, and applied 
himtelf there, with the firiclefl attention, 
to the breeding o f cattle, and the im­
provement of agriculture, which are 
known +o have a mutual dépendance on 
each olher. By an unremitted applica­
tion to thefe ufeful arts, he acquired a 
very extenfive knowledge o f  the true 
means of improving them, and carrying 
them to a degree o f  perfection, to which 
neither tnd hitherto arrived. He had 
accumulated a considerable fum of mo­

ney
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ney in England, and was defirous to end 
his days in his native country. On his 
return, a companion between the agri­
culture and breeding of cattle in Ireland, 
and in the kingdom from whence he 
came, ftruck him very forcibly. He found 
that though the exportation of beef and 
pork formed one of the moit capital 
branches o f  Iriih commerce, the breed of 
fwine and horned cattle here was infinite ly 
inferior to that of England. T he iheep 
were much fmaller, not fo well fed, and 
did not produce a proportionate quantity 
o f  wool. The draft horfes, fo neceffarv* J

for the plough, and the tranfportation of 
commodities from one part of the king­
dom to another, were fmall and weak ; 
and in point o f  agriculture, the hufband- 
men ibut the door againft improvement, 
from their being prepoflerouily befotted 
to the methods of their anceftors, from 
which they did not feem, in the leail, 
inclined to depart.

Mr. Johnfton theft refolved to excite 
others, by ihewing what might be done. 
He brought over large quantities of red

Norfolk,



Norfolk, and Kentifh white wheat $ 
numbers o f  the beft and largeft ftallions 
and mares, boars and fows, rams, ewes, 
and bulls, that England produced ; and 
fpent his fortune and time in that 
employment, to the benefit o f  this 
kingdom.

As this undertaking could not be car­
ried on without great expence, fo it was 
attended with much labour and hazard. 
T o  the firit coil o f  the animals he im­
ported, muft be added the charge o f  his 
frequent journeys to divers parts of Eng­
land, and the very enhanced freight for 
the bringing them over, in proportion 
to the rifque o f the veiTels. Mr. John- 
fton therefore may well mention the 
hazard, the expence, and the labour o f his 
undertaking, which muft appear to eve­
ry one, on the fmalleft confideration, to 
be greater than would occur in almoil 
any other fpecies of trade.

T h e  fécond paragraph o f the petition 
runs thus :

[ 8 1

“ That
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“  That fince the year 1765, he has im- 
“  ported five hundred and fifty-five rams 
“  and ewes ; by which the breed has 
“  been fo improved, that iheep have 
“  been ilaughtered in the Dublin mar- 
“  kets, weighing from thirty to forty- 
“  four pounds per quarter ; and the addi- 
“  tional weight of their wool has been 

“  proportionate.”

« *  •  *  •  A

B The



[ IO ]

T h e  whole number o f  iheep imported 
is, as fet down in this paragraph  ̂ and 
the particulars arc as follows :

'V - }~: ( r- ■'
Rams. Ewes. 

Sold at Ballynailoe fair 84 136
at Derry, near Birr, 50 140
at Clonmell, 1 3 o
at Slevire, 10 o
to Charles Walíli^ 

ofDerrylahan, I 
in the co.Tip- f 
perary, E fq; J 

to Sir Richard St. 7 
George, Bart. 3 

at Loughrea, 
at Kilcock,

ewes,

Total

9 74

8 20

6 0

5 0

1—« CO 3 7 °

37 °

355*

A ll thefe rams and ewes are thofe 
which were abfolutely imported, and not 
one c f  thofe bred by him are numbered

n:r" a in



{  ]

in the above account. From thefe being 
difperfed throughout the grazing coun­
ties, the improvement fpread far and 

wide. T he iize encreafed, the wool and 
tallow becaipe more in quantity than 
what was produced from a much larger 
number of flieep, and the ik.ins were lar­
ger in proportion. Thofe which came to 
Dublin markets fetched a much higher 

price, and on the 13th of lait October, 
two fheep were llaúghíered, o f  his breed, 
and bred by the above-named Mr. Walfh, 
which weighed forty four pounds per 
quarter, when dreiTed. T hcfe  aifertions 
will be farther confidered when v/e come 
to calculate the general advantage from 
Mr. Johnfton’s importations of live ilock.

T he third paragraph is in thefe words.

“  That no lefs than one million four 
“  hundred and eighty four thoufand and 
“  feventy fheep have been produced 
“  from his breed, in fix years.

This allegation is proved from the fol­
lowing moderate calculation :

Admitting



Admitting that one ram gets thirty- 
lambs in one year, which every breeder 
will allow to be rather under, than over 
the general increafe o f iheep. And ad­
mitting one third to be ram lambs, then

[ 12 ]

i ft Year, one ram^1 Rams. Ewes.
produces j; .0 20

2d Year, one ram pro- ?
duces i► 10 20

3d Year, eleven rams?
produce J 1 10 220

4th Year, eleven rams')
J • :

produce r n o 220

5 th Year, one hun- 11 :. ; - j  1 ̂  j _

dred and twenty- ;;> I 2 IO r 242Ô
one rams produce 

6th Year, one hundred'j
and twenty one ;» I 2 10 2420
rams produce J

Rams 2660 Ewes 5320

Total produce from?
. r  >* 7080 Sheep

one ram in lix years,} r

T o  explain this calculation to every
capacity,



I

capacity, it is fufficient to obfervc, that 
as iheep do not breed till the third year 
the produce mull: be equal from one 
ram, for the two firit years, that is to fay, 
thirty each year. But in the third year; 
the ten rams and twenty ewes, yeaned 
the firft year, will be added to the origi­
nal one ram, and make the breeders 
amount to eleven rams ; which by the 
above rate o f  proportion, will produce 
one hundred and ten rams and two hun­
dred and twenty ewes ; and in the fifth 
and fixth years, the breeders will be in- 
creafcd in each, to three thoufand fix 
hundred and thirty.

It is equally obvious, that in the above 
calculation, Mr. Johnfton has made al­
lowance for rams, made wethers, for 
deaths by difeafe, and for (laughter for 
the markets ■ otherwife the fum would 
greatly exceed his cftimate, as may be 
proved thus :
Firft year, one rami Rams Ewes

produces J 10 20
Second year the fame

[ 13 ]

• Thus



Thus at the third year there will be the 
parent ram, and ten rams and twenty 
ewes, o f  two years old, with as many 
yearlings, the whole amount being tw en ­
ty one rams and forty ewes. In this year 
eleven rams and twenty ewes are fit for 
breeding, and they produce three hun­
dred and thirty lambs * but in the fourth 
year there will be an addition o f ten 
two-year old rams, and twenty two-year 
old ewes, fo that their produce would 
be fix hundred and thirty lambs, and fo 
in proportion, as the rams of the formel* 
year become of age to breed. As ap­
pears by the following table :

[ ï4  ]

Lambs

Years Rams Ram Ewes
i i IO 20
2 i IO 20

3 11 I IO 220
4 21 220 440

5 J3 i I 3 IO 2620 r.
6 3 5 1 3 5 10 7020

5 *7 °
f

10,340

T  otal 1 5 51 o
O f
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O f which number there are 3930 year­
lings, and 10,530 lambs, by which it ap­
pears, that in the fix years produce Mr. 
Johniton has allowed 7530, for cafualties 
and flaughter.

I f  therefore by the above calculation, 
one fam will produce 7980 fheep in the 
fpace of fix years, it is then evident that 
the 185 rams imported by Mr. Johnfton, 
produced 1,476,300 ilieep ; and allow

I » / i f i  t % , r*

the produce of the 370 ewes imported, 
to be 7770, it will make the whole to be 
1,484,070, the number alledgcd in the 
Petition. And if  the above table is al­
lowed, (which it muft be, by the fame 
proportion) then the whole amount, fup- 
pofing the whole progeny of the 185 rams 
to be alive, will be 2,853,840; from which, 
deduft the 1,484,070, and the remaining 
will fhewthe allowance for cafualties and 
(laughter of the whole breed, in fix years 
to be 1,369,770 ; and if the lofs by cafu­
alties is eflimated at even one third, then 
it appears, the markets of this kingdom 
have flaughtered 913,180, iheep of Mr. 
Johnüon’s breed.

The



T h e  reader will perceive that to make 
-up the above account, 7770 iheep are 
eftimated as the produee o f 370 ewes. 
This ihall be made clear, not to leave 
the lealt ihadow of a doubt.

T h e  iheep in the above tables, are the 
produce o f only 185 rams, imported 
by Mr. Johnfton ; but at the firft out-fet 
it was mentioned, that he imported alfo 
370 ewes, and their breed mull be alfo 
taken into the account.

[ 16 J
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Thefe ewes may be calculated to pro­
duce each one lamb in the year, which 
lambs will be breeders themfelves in the 
third year. In that ratio, the produce will 

be as follows :

Firft year

Second year

Third year

Fourth year

Fifth year

Sixth year

370 ewes 
370 lambs

740

- 370 lambs

I I IÓ

740 lambs

1850 

- m o  lambs

2960 

- 1850 lambs 

4810

- 2960 lambs

Total at the end of 

fix years, 1
777°.

In
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fn this calculation, no notice is taken 

o f  the number of ram-lambs that may be 
produced by the ewes ; nor the benefit that 
may accrue from them, and from the
ewes bearing twins ; which are fet againft 
cafuallies, and one fuppofed to allow 
for the other.

T h e  fourth paragraph o f the petition 
alledges, « That he has imported 

eighteen ft.d\\\ons, and eighty mares, from 
“ which the prefent produce amounts to 

above ten thoufand, better adapted to 
mount the cavalry o f  this kingdom than 
Englifh horfes, being lighter, more ufed 

“  to the climate, and cheaper, by ten 
“  pounds per head.”

There is not one breeder o f  horfes, 
who need to be informed o f the truth of 
the produce within twelve years ; and 
they may he now rationally allowed to 
be all exiiting ; as horfes are not ilaugh- 
tered for food, and are lefs fubjed to 
mortal difeafes, however they may be 
hurt by accidents. T h e  horfes o f  this 
breed, deriving from fires and dams o f

the



the largefl and ifloft robuft kind that 
could be procured, have greater ftrength 
for draft, and for the road, than the breed 
which fubiiited before this importation 
was attempted. But this article might 
be made ftill more ufeful, by a great fay­
ing to government, and a fparing o f pub­
lic money, in remounting the light horfe, 
and light dragoons on this eflablifh- 

ment.

T h e  fending to England to purchafe 
horfes for the above purpofe, is a certain 
drain of fo much money as their firft 
coft, and the incident charges on their 
importation comes to. Each of thefe 
horfes ftands government in thirty nine 
pounds ; the freight for each is forty JJjil- 
lings, and the contingent charges, are one 

pound per head more. So that the ex­
pence of each horfe, thus imported is 
thirty-two pounds. Now as the horfes of 
Mr. Johnfton’s breed may be purchafed 
at twenty-two pounds each, government 
might not only make a faving of twelve 
pounds a horfe, but the whole purchafe

C 2 money

[ 19 J



money will be kept and circulated in the 
kingdom.

Thus, were even the Engliih and Iriih 
horfes equally good and fer viceable, the pre­
ference is furely to be given to the breed 
o f  this kingdom. But the cafe is widely 
different, for though the goodnefs o f  the 
Iriih breed is owing to the fires and dams 
imported from England, yet, being bred 
here, they are better adapted to the climate, 
are not fo heavy, and may be purchafed 
in full health, without any lofs of 
time ; whereas the Engliih horfes re­
quire fome time to be got together; they 
frequently contract ficknefs fiom the 
voyage (which is fometimes tedious) and 
the flinging, and the rolling o f the v e ife l. 
from which fickneis it is a long while ere 
they recover ; and it requires alfo a fur­
ther fpace to accuftom them to the food 

o f this country. All thefe inconvenien- 
cies might be avoided by ufing Mr. 
Johnfion s breed ; which opinion is con­
firmed by that o f  feveral general officers, 
who are good judges.

T | e

[ 20 ]



T h e fifth paragraph, fays, “  There 
“  are now in this kingdom above Jtx hun- 
“  dred head of horned cattle, and f ix  thou- 
“  [and Jwine o f  his breed.”

This aifertion is well warranted by 
fundry certificates, too tedious to cite in 
this ihort account. T h e  horned cattle 
of his breed are fo much fuperior in fize 
and goodpefs to thofe which were in this 
country before, that beef for exportation, 
hides, tallow, &c. have not only advanced 
in value, but have been fo much encreafed 
in quantity, as to enable this kingdom to 
make feveral capital and advantageous 
contra&s, which otherwife it could not 
have done.

Pork, another capital export, hath been 
equally meliorated ; the breed being 
from the largeâ Hampihire boars and 
fows, is now fuperior in fize and flefli to 
any we had before.

The
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T h e  fixth paragraph, deferves a minute 

coniideration, it fets forth, “  T h at by 
“  the fuperior fize and quality o f  his 
“  breed o f fheep, horned cattle, fwine 

and horfes, the nation hath received 
“  an additional advantage, to the amount 

three hundred and ninety three thoufand, 
[even hundred and Jecenteen pounds, ten 
fa llin g s , fterling, within the laft twelve 
years, which is, on an average, the 
the fum of thirty two thoufand, eight 

“  hundred a?id eighty pounds, fifteen Jh il- 
lings and ten pence, per annum, and the 

“  benefit is every day increafing.”

This aifertion, amazing as it may feem, 
is eafily proved by the following eftimate.5

A llow  every iheep of Mr. Johnfton’s 
breed to be worth only five ihillings more 
than the ordinary iheep. Every one of 
the horned cattle to fetch two pounds 
more than thofe o f  the original Iriih 
breed. Each horfe at the fame rate, and 
each o f the year old fwine, five (hillings 
more than the common breed ; then the 
efiimate will ftand thus :

By



B y 1,484,070 iheep, at?
5s. each, ) 371,017 10 o

By 600 horned cattle,)
u S 1200 o o

at 2I. each, J
By 10,000 horfes, at 7 

3 . , > 20,000 o o
2l. each, 3

Byôooofw ine, at 5 s. each 1500 o o

[ 23 ]

Total 393->717 10 0

All thefe above calculations, are not 
the children of fancy, nor the effe&s o f 
predilection to a darling fyftem. T h ey 
are founded on the jufteft and moil ac­
curate enquiries, and before they were 
hazarded to the public were examined 
by competent judges, four o f  whom 
have figned the following certificate.

« 'W e



“ W e  the under-named, know Mr.
Thomas Johnfton, and do verily be- 

“  lieve, that the number o f  iheep, and 
“  cattle, in the above lift, was by him 
“  imported; and do think the above a 
u moderate calculation.

“  T H E O B A L D  B U T L E R ,
“  C H A R L E S  W A L S H ,
“  W M . PERSSE,
“  R O B T . PERSSE,
“  M. N O R T H .”

But this calculation might be carried 
much farther, by taking into the account, 
not only the prefent live ftock now iii 
the kingdom, but all that hath been 
ilaughtered in the different markets. 
T h efe  have been efhmated above, in re­
regard to the article of iheep only, to 
amount to 913,180, which at 5s. per 
iheep, makes an addition o f  228,295!. 
and therefore, the whole additional ad­
vantage to the nation has been no lefs 
than 6220I. ios. iod. and therefore the 
annual encreafed advantage was the 
fum o f  84,643!. os. od.

In

[ 24 ]



In the feventh paragraph, the Ioffes of 
Mr. Johnfton are eftimated as follows : 
“  That the profecution of the above na- 
“  tional advantage, hath been fo far from 
“  being profitable to your petitioner, that 
“  he hath thereby incurred a lofs, fince 
“  the year 1769, o f one thoufand,four hun- 
“  dred, and fixty-‘two pounds, five fhillings, 
“  o f his own private fortune.”
%

This is proved by the following eiti- 
mate, which can be attefted on oath.
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■77°-

January 2. Sixty rams ancT 
ewes, embark­
ed for Ireland, 
were wreck­
ed on the 
W elch coaft, 
and all periih- 
ed. Thefe at 
the firft coil, 
with the ex- 
pences of the 
journey, came 
to 13I. 13s. a 
fheep,

I. s. d.

> 819 o

March



March i

1772.
March

1. d.
. Thirty  rams and 

ewes, were loft 
at Carlingford, 
on account of 
theihip’s being 
fcized for want 
of a cocket, and 
perifhed for 
want o f  food. 
Thefe iheep 
ftood in i il. 
7s. 6s. each,

5-341

J

Loft a black ftal- 
lion, by a hurt 
which he re­
ceived on board 
the ihip, and 
which coft 100 
guineas in E n­
gland,

March
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J 7 7 4 . I.

March 3. Loft three rams,

which coft 22I.  ̂ 68 
15s. eash,

B y  bad debts, by 
Meffrs. Kelly, 
Stephenfon, yI2Q 
Webfter and 
Howard,

s. d.

5

1472 5 o

T h efe  are abfolute Ioffes, which would 
be greatly enhanced if  we ihould confi- 

der only the common intereft o f  the money;
which, at fix per cent, would encreaie 
each fum as follows ;

Seven



V
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1. s. d.

Seven years and nine months 
mtereft on 819I. os. od.

Seven years and feven mouths 
intereft on 341I. 5s.

Five years and feven months 
intereft on 1 13I. 15 s.

Three years and three months 
intereft on 681. §s.

j. 12 16 1

578 6 2

As the dates of the bad debts are not
fpecified, 110 account of intereft is made

Thus it is evident that eftimatine; his 
lofs at 1472I. 5s. that means only his ori­
ginal lofs, whereas had he not fuftained 
that deficiency of his fortune, he might 
have made above  ̂ 578I. 6s. 2d. intereft in 
the time, and had his capital ftill in his 
hands ; therefore, juftice direds that we 
ihould afcertain his Ioffes to amount to, at 
leaft, 2050I. u s .  2d. and if we confider the 
profit which might have been made on his 
money, had it been laid out in houfes,

for them, thus the fum remains only.

land



land, or other merchantable commodities, 
we muit bonclude he has been a ftill more 
confiderable fufferer.

Some may objeft that lofies are incident 
to every kind of trade ; and that his bad 
debts might arife from his indifcretion, and 
want of proper caution who he credited. 
T o  this may be anfwered, firft, that altho’ 
every trader is liable to Ioffes, Mr. John- 
iton would not have met with thofe he 
fuftained, if he had not embarked in this 
undertaking. T h e  bare intereft o f the ca­
pital he brought to Ireland, (a fum above 
four thoufand pounds) might have main­
tained his family, and have left the princi­
ple for his children : or had he laid it out 
in lands or in building, his profits muit have 
been larger and more certain than his moil 
fanguine expectations could hope from 
the importation of live-flock, as being at­
tended with lefs hazard. Nothing, there­
fore, but a laudable zeal for the improve­
ment o f  his country, could have impelled 
him to embrace a profeffion naturally at­
tended with great rifque, in place of a cer­

tain

r 30 1



tain intereft, unaccompanied with perfonal 
danger, and perfonal fatigue.

Secondly, his giving great and long cre­
dit, was another confequence o f his love 
fer Ireland. T h e  intereft o f the nation 
required that the improvement o f  the 
live ftock ihould fpread far and wide, 
which it could not do without fparing 
fome o f his prime cattle and horfes, to 
mend the breed, to farmers and graziers. 
Some of thefe were too poor to pay ready 
money, and muft, had he not trufted 
them, gone without. Hence the cre­
dit he gave was very extenííve, and hence 
it is rather to be wondered, that in a 
courfe o f  eleven or twelve years, his 
lofs by bad debts was not more than 120I. 
than that it was fo much. Had he been 
hard in his dealings, and over cautious, 
it is certain he might not have loft any 
thing on that fcore, but it is equally 
certain, the country would not have had 
its live ftock fo extenfively improved.

it may be again urged, that he got a 
good price for the ftock he fold, or for

their

F 31 ]



their covering, which might make up for 
his loifes, but the prices of all faleable 
commodities muft be afcertained by the 
number of fellers, and Mr. Johnfton had 
it not in his power to effed a monopoly; 
every ftallion, boar, bull or ram, which he 
fold, making that more and more impof- 
fible, by enabling other breeders to carry 
the produce o f Mr. Johnfton’s original' 
ftock to the fame markets, thereby 
keeping the prices moderate and equi­

table.

Befides, Mr. Johnfton could not lay by 
whatever profits he might make, as his 
conftant importation took them away. 
This may be eafily afcertained by the fol­
lowing eftimate of the fums really ex­
pended, for original live ftock, o f  iheep 

and horfes only :
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555 Rams and ewes, va- » 
lued, on an average, >

1. s. d.
6660 0 0

at 12I. each. 3
18 Stallions, at fifty? 

guineas each, )
1023 ! 5  0

80 Brood mares, at ^0 ?
guineas each, $ 

•
2400 0 0

é

►H O O CO 00 i j  0

Thus he has expended 10,083!. I 5s.for
the breed of iheep and horfes only ; and 
there is no doubt but the bulls and cows, 
boars and fwine, came not far ihort ; 
and as they could fetch very little more 
than their prime coft, with the charges 
o f  feeding, &c. his profit muft have been 
fo inconfiderable as to make his loifes 
be dreadfully felt by a man, who has a
large fainily to fupport---- but of this
hereafter.

The eighth paragraph o f the petit'on 
“  That your petitioner can, if  j r-:\
“  ted, fully prove each and every of the 
“  faid allegations.” And indeed he • í
 ̂ I , -;J E  poifeiLi



poiîeffed of fuch authentic documents as 
muii remove the greatefl incredulity.

Am ongilthem  the following is peculi­
arly ftriking, attefted by fo many Gen­
tlemen of fortune and charaiter, who are 
at the fame time fo thoroughly able to 
judge of the matter, and gives fuch an 
honourable teflimony o f  Mr. Johnfton’s 
affiduity, that it would be improper, to 
omit it.

“  W e, the Gentlemen Breeders o f the 
“  kingdom of I r e l a n d , C e r t i f y , that 
“  M r. Thomas Johnfton, by his great 

ikill in the choice, and unwearied affi- 
duity in the importation of live flock into 

“  this kingdom, for feveral years paft, and 
“  at a vaft expence, hath improved the 
“  the flock in general of Ireland, in a mofl 
“  extraordinary manner, to fucfc a degree 
“  that we are well convinced of the great 
“  benefit we have received -, and iincerely 
cc wiih he may meet with Parliamentary 
“  encouragement.
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Richard St. George 
Anthony Blake 
Mark Blake 
Edward A. Blahe 

John Blake 
John Fallon 
John Lambert 
Thomas Daly 
Michael Daly 
Anthony Daly 
John Kelly 
D. Kelly /
Hugh Kelly 
James Fitzpatrick 
John Moore 
Daniel Kilkelly 
Bernard Rochfort 
Edward Rochfort 
James IVard 
Michael IV îrd  
James Ferrall 
Martin D’Arcy 
Dominick Darcy 
Edmond Dowling 
William Dowling

£  2 Charles
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Charles W aljh  
William Burke 
John Burke 

Edward, Naghton 
George Brabzon 
Jofeph Shadwell 
W illiam Davy 

W illiam Davys 
Patrick Kilkenny 
Thomas Milbank 
Edward Hamilton 
Andrew Hearne 
M iles Keon 
Patrick French 
Hervey Hines 
William Per (Je 
Robert Perfje 

W alter Taylor 
Richard Biggs 
John Fermer 
Thomas Bayly 
y . Smith 
James Galbraith.

This



«

This ample certificate, figned by fo 
many gentlemen o f character and fortune, 
ftamp the feal of veracity on his allega­
tions, at the fame time it does him the 
higheft honour, and gives him a well 
grounded hope that it will have fome 
weight with the honourable houfe.

[ 37 ]

T he ninth paragraph is as follow :

“  That in the feffions of 1775, he pre- 
“  fented a petition to this honourable 
“  houfe, who was pleafed to grant him 

the fum of two hundred pounds, not 
“  having it in their power (as he has been 
“  informed) from the number o f other 
“ parliamentary grants, to extend their 
“  bounty farther at that time.”

This
*



This is a fa d  of fuch public notoriety, 
that it would be altogether needlefs to 
adduce any proof, I ihall therefore only 
obferve, that by giving him 200I. the 
houfe proved they thought him deferying 
o f  fome relief ; but it neither does, nor 
can prove they eiteemed that fmall fum 
a full reimburfement o f  his Ioffes. On 
the contrary, it may rather be inferred 
that they would have given him the 
whole, had not their benevolent Will been 
circumfcribed by the number of petition­
ers, and by the very large fum one of 
them got ; which did not leave it, at 
that time, in their power to accompliih 

their humane intentions.

T h e  lait paragraph concludes his peti­

tion in thofc words :

“  T h at your petitioner hath no hopes 
“  o f  retrieving his Ioffes, incurred folely 

' « by his zeal for the public good, nor of 
“  continuing his endeavours ror a ftill fur- 
“  ther exertion of it, without i-he aid of

“  Parliament.”

That
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That his Ioffes were incurred folelv by 
his zeal for the public good, has been prov­
ed above. That he hath no hopes o f retriev­
ing them without the aid o f Parliament, 
will be eaiily concluded by every think­
ing perfon, who refleds that Mr. John­
fton has a wife and fix children, and is un­
able to provide for them, from the lofs of 
above fourteen hundred pounds, in the man­
ner he might have done had he ftill pof- 
feifed that fum. But if  he were reimburs­
ed, he might do that juitice to his fami­
ly, they have a right to expeót from him, 
and not only retrieve his affairs, but have 
a profpeft o f that tranquillity in his age, 
that twelve years labours and anxieties 
have, in great meafure, deftroyed.

This naturally leads me to confider an­
other fentence in that paragraph, namely, 
that without the aid of Parliament he will 
not be able to continue his endeavours for a 

f l i l l  farther exertion o f his zeal for public 
good.

[ 39 1
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Notwithftanding his Ioffes, his ardor is 
not abated, he ftill pants for the means o f  
being farther ferviceable, and feeks no 
other, tranquillity than that which would
arife from purfuing his aim at improve­
ment, with profped o f  fuccefs, andunem- 
barrafied circumftances. He feeks not to 
fit down in idlenefs though he wiihes to 
enjoy content. Notwithftanding the fmall- 
nefs o f  the fum granted him by Parlia­
ment, he took it with thankfulnefs, as a 
mark of the good will and patronage of 
the worthy reprefentatives of his coun­
try, and an earneft of their future bene­
volence. He ftill went on in the road to 
improvement, two branches of which are 
ftill open for amendment, andthofe he in­
tends to purfue, i f  he is enabled.

The breed o f  draft horfes is fo well im­
proved that it requires but a few tempo­
rary importations to keep it up in full vigor, 
but there is one point o f  utility to which
it may be made to tend, and which is 
much wanted in this kingdom.
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One of the greateil conveniencies o f 
England is the eafy, fafe and certain con­
veyance o f goods, wares, merchandize 
and furniture, from the capital to every 
part o f the kingdom, and from one part to 
another, by means of road waggons. Thefe 

fet out as regularly as the poil ; at ilated 
hours, and from particular places, and per­
form their journies in a known and limit- 
ted fpace of time. The rates for carriage 
are fixed, fo as to prevent any impoiition. 
T h e  waggons carry large quantities o f  
goods, which are defended by tilts from 
rain, or any injuries of weather ; they af­
ford alfo vehicles for the lower ciafs of 
people from place to place , and their broad 
wheels ading as large rollers, mend the 
roads and prefs down to an even fujface 
the deep ruts made by the cutting, narrow 
wheels. This advantage the traders of 
England have over thefe of Ireland, who, 
by being obliged to fend their goods on 
fmall cars, are fubjedl to great delays, and 
for want of proper ihelter, have them 
frequently fpoiled. Add to this the want

F *of
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o f a certain rate which expofes them to 
frequent impoiitions, and fubjeds them 
to expences which too often eat deep in­
to the profits o f the wares. Gentlemen 
alfo experience thefe evils in fending their 
furniture to their feats, having them bro­
ken oftentimes, by the carriages being fo 
ill adapted for the purpofe ; and the nati­
on is put to heavy expences to repair the 
roads, torn up by thefe carrs, whofe wheels 
form deep ruts and lodgements for wa­
ter.

All thefe inconveniencies, and many 
more which might be enumerated. Mr. 
Johnfton intends to prevent (if enabled) 
by fetting up broad wheeled waggons, 
to go at fiated times, and carry goods at 
flated prices from Dublin to each of the 
large towns and cities in the kingdom, 
and from one trading town to another 
(calling at every intermediate place on the 
road). T h e  utility o f  this meafure, needs 
no animadverfion ; and this is now more 
eafily to be accompliihed than before, 
from the number o f ilrong draft horfes of 
Mr. Johnfton’s breed.

T he
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The other branch o f  improvement he 
intends to purfue (if enabled) is mend­
ing the breed of hunters, the only fpecies 
o f  horfes now wanting amendment, iince 
the draft horfes are fuiRciently attended 
to, and the breed of race horfes is alrea­
dy tolerably well confidered. Hunting is 
a noble and an healthful diverfion, and, 

.with fome few exceptions, it is well known 
the prefent kind of Iriih faddle horfes are 
but ill adapted for the purpofe of hunt­
ing. If Mr. Johnflon meets with the fa­
vour o f  Parliament, he deiigns to bring 
over hunting ftallions and brood mares, o f 
a particular breed now in \orkfhire, of 
fufficient ilrength and fleetnefs, fo that 
we might have a true breed, in four years 
of thefe ufeful creatures.

Having thus gone thro’ the whole o f  . 
his petition, and proved the feveral alle­
gations, I have compleated the tafk I had 
undertaken, which was folely that of 
making every gentleman who reads this 
fully maûer of the whole fubjed. I ihall

only
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only add that the Patriotic Dublin Socie­
ty have, by three different premiums 
ftamped the feal o f  their approbation on 
M r. Johnfton’s labours ; and if  the Honour­
able Houfe o f  Commons will condefcend 
to coniider, what he has done for univer- 
fal good, and what he may yet do, their 
wonted juftice and love for their 
country, and their wonted humanity will 
influence them to fuccour an ufeful fub- 
je£t, with a large family, who humbly begs 
their afliftance and relief.
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