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A D D I T I O N A L  REMARKS.

---^  £3 î* t » »*»•>- —“

I H A V E  observed in page 20, “  Supposing
the intended pier a t  H ow th  to be com pleted, in  a 
gale like tha t of the 14th of Novem ber 1808, no 
m ariner, who knew  w hat he was about, would 
a ttem p t the passage between the  Tulloch and 
Carline-rocks I add, F rom  the shallowness of 
th e  w ater, the sea becomes high and broken ; the  
vessel being near the  ground, she looses her steer­
age, and m ust then  broach to on one side or the  
other. She is a-shore ; a  thousand to one b u t 
she is to tally  lost, and perhaps most of the  crew 
drowned,

I have scarcely ever visited the  H ow th-Pier 
myself, or discoursed with any  seam an about th a t  
harbour, bu t I have discovered some new  point of 
objection to the  place. I t  is not alone its local in­
capacities which render it totally  unfit for an y  of 
its avowed purposes. W av ing  every argum ent of 
th a t  na tu re , and supposing the  vessels to have 
ac tually  gained safe shelter in it, more danger, in 
m an y  instances, aw aits them , after they  have left 
it, than  they  encountered w hen they  sought it as 
a  port of refuge. T h e  H on. and  Rev. W illiam  
D aw son, in one of his pam phlets, speaks o f in ju ­
dicious harbour-m akers only creating  “  sand-traps.v
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Perhaps, (considering the dangers to which a vessel 
m ust unavoidably be exposed, in m any  instances, 
on her leaving Howth) it m ight not be an inappro­
priate term , to call th a t  p lace  a  “  safety-trap .” 
Supposing a  vessel to be safely------ No, it is im ­
possible (with propriety) to couple th a t  word and 
H ow th-H arbour together. H owever, a t any  rate , 
w e will suppose the vessel to be there. W h a t  will 
she not have to encounter before she gets safe to 
D ub lin : 1 o m ake the  Howth scheme at all en­
durable, they  ought, in the  very first instance, to 
remove the  Custom-House Docks there. A nd

lien the idea o f the  A u tho r of the  Ensanguined 
S trand  is acted upon, and “  the  Post-Office esta­
blished a t Ire land’s-E ye,” the  whole jo b  will be. 
com plete ! ! ! ! !— 53ut, to be serious, let the reader 
atten tively  consider the dangers which every vessel 
m ust encounter on her leaving H ow th for D ublin , 
and the  only conclusion which he can  form m ust
be, th a t the  cap ta in  was m uch  to blam e to go 
there a t all.

M any, and serious are the  dangers to shipping in 
our river, come from where they  will. I t  therefore 
follows, th a t the  place from w hence a  vessel sailing, 
*he has the  least to dread, is the  spot most proper 
for the  erection of an  asylum -port.

Some will say there cannot be a g rea t risque in 
going down the  river LiiTy ;■ tha t from the M arin e  
Sciiool to the  L igh t-H o  use on the  South W all is
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but a distance of three mites and an half. For a 
vessel laden, draw ing from twelve to fifteen feet, 
the  risque of dam age is more in th a t short distance,' 
than  for the  rem ainder of the  voyage, even should 
she be bound to the W est Indies or America.

1  o ascertain this fact, p u t th a t  risque on the  
books in the  different insurance-offices ; and it will 
be found, th a t the  premium (from the L ight-H ouse 
to the  Q uay , or from the Q uay  to the L ight-H ouse,) 
will be nearly  equal to the  rem ainder of the  voy­
age. A nd  in th a t  the underwriters are unquestion- » 
ably  right.

T h e  river LifTy is narrow , and shallow, wiili an  
uneven bottom , which cannot be prevented bv  the 
a rt o f m an ; therefore, in order to do aw ay this

• • t i • .»r oV

grea t inconvenience iln'd risque, lfet us have an  
harbour a t  D unleary . As G overnm ent are about 
the  purchase o f  Ringsend-docks for their use, having 
an  H arbou r a t D unleary , th ey  would soon run a  
canal frotn those docks to th a t  harbour, which 
m ight be done a t  one-third of the expense of the 
proposed canal from Hovvth to the  Custom -IIouse. 
N umberless are th e  advantages th a t  an  H arbour at 
D un leary  would possess over th a t  a t Hovvth. O ne 
I  beg leave to m ention, th a t  during w ar bears more 
on the  subject, and is entitled  to higher national 
Considération th an  most others : I  m ean the  em ­
bark ing  of his M a je s ty ’s troops and horses, where 
th ey  could im m ediate ly  proceed on their voyage ;

K 2



6

ami not (as they  often now are) be cooped up on 
board vessels, w aiting days, nay  weeks, for the 
wind. W ith  most winds, if they  were a t Dun- 
leary, they  could m ake their passage ; and G o­
vernm ent m ight there have a  barrack erected, 
wherein they  could be safely lodged for a few days, 
should wind and weather render it necessary, and 
from whence they could not have the opportunity  
to  abscond, as now they  often do, a t  the  very 
m om ent a transport is in the ac t of setting sail 
from the Q u ay  of Dublin.

C ertain  I am , th a t w ith an H arbou r at D unleary , 
we should increase the ship-ownèrs of Dublin in a 
tenfold proportion ; our foreign trade would be 
carried on in shipping belonging to Dublin ; and 
large sums of m oney would be left in the  hands of 
our m erchants, which as freight, now they  pay  to 
strangers. A t present these sums are mostly car­
ried aw ay in gold, and never return.

M e  should also, like o ther cities, be able to 
boast a nursery  for seamen to fight our battles and 
p ro tcc t our trade ^  we do indeed now send m en to 
the  fleet— half-starved weavers, &c. T h e  advan­
tages th a t would arise to the port o f Dublin by  an 
increase of the  shipping belonging to it, a rc  a t this 
m om ent, not to be calculated. Every tradesm an, 
having ought to do with com m erce, would m ore or 
less be benefited by  i t ;  every article im ported 
would becom e more m oderate, in proportion as thç
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freight and other charges would be decreased : and 
all this, and more, an Harbour at D unleary would 
effect.

It m ay  not be amiss to state the  cause why w7e 
a t  this tim e have no vessels of large burthen  be­
longing to Dublin, a lthough, for our foreign trade, 
we cannot do without them. T hus it is :

1st. A vessel, draw ing from twelve to fiftteeii 
feet water, loads a t the  Q u ay , (which ships often 
do, as in winter there  is no safety a t anchor in 
Poolbeg) ; on proceeding down the  Liffey, the  
channel of w hich is shallow' and narrow , she fre­
quently gets aground on one side or the other of 
the  river. T h is  happens every day  with vessels of 
less draft o f water. O n  a  taking-off tide she is 
neaped  ; to lighten her is no use, the  tide will 
tak e  off as fast as she can  discharge (particularly  
w ith  the  wind N ortherly , the  wind with which she 
could have m ade her passage, had she sailed, from  
Dunleary). T h e re  she m ust rem ain , until nex t 
spring tide ; she has lost her passage, and too often 
it  happens it is also the  loss of her voyage and the 
speculation of the  ow ner altogether. So serious 
an  evil to th e  shipping trad ing  to the  port of 
D ublin , ough t instan tly  to be attended to, wiiich 
an  H arbour a t  D unleary would in every respect do 
aw ay  in toto.

Som e persons are very angry  about* w hat has 
been  said o f the  H arb o u r  a t H ow th . I  w ant no



lttan to take any  Assertion for gran ted  th a t I have 
m ade, about the  pier now erecting at Howth ; I 
tlierefore beg of the public, before whom I thus 
have submitted m y thoughts on tha t pier, th a t they  
will exam ine the fishermen of Baldoyle, M alahide, 
Skenies, and H ow th to the  following points : Sup­
posing tha t harbour was com plete to the  full ex ten t 
and wishes of the  H ow th  Com m ittee ; could it in 
gales o f wind from a  N orth-W est, (North about) 
to a South-East, afford shelter in safety, and draft 
o f water, for vessels of burthen  ? Suppose a  fleet 
of colliers to arrive off Ire land’s-Eye, a t  low w ater, 
in a gale o f  wind from either o f  the  points o f the 
compass m entioned ; could they  take shelter in 
safety m th a t harbour ? Suppose a  vessel o f the 
smallest draft o f w ater did ge t into  the harbour- 
would she not on an ebb-tide, take  the  g round’ 
there being no m ore than  nine feet a t  low w ater 
any  where w ithin th a t pier ? W ould not a vessel so 
circum stanced, by the  heavy swell and undertow * 
th a t  will be there, (and which it is not in the  power
o m an to prevent) bea t her bottom in and fill 

here then  is the safety held forth to the  m ariner 
b y  the  budding such an harbour?  A n  harbour 

a h t to be a p lace  of refuge, an asylum  ; no t an  
nc used space wherem there are m ore perils and 
-ngers th an  m the open sea. T h e  answer I  a t

in: s t;:: is,r ed by a heavy ̂  ° r

suddenly  ofl' th eg ro u iid '  
inevitable d*St r u c t i „ ,  aSa i"  ™  ro ck ?  bottom, to



ready know, and m any  have told me, it m ay m ake 
a  harbour for our fishing-boats ; and the  C ity  of 
D ublin  will profit from the  circum stance, by hav­
ing its fish-market be tter supplied in proportion as 
the  num ber of fisliing-boats will increase, by finding 
good shelter there. This advantage will certa in ly  
follow, when the W est-Pier is bu ilt—b u t not before.

F urther, le t the  sea and harb&ur-pilots, of whom 
there are sixty belonging to the  port o f Dublin, be 
asked, W ould they  a t any  tim e seek shelter a t  
H ow th -H arb o u r or around IrelancTs-Eye, had  th ey  
an  H arbou r a t  D unleary , such as is proposed ? 
A sk  them , w ith  such an harbour, would th ey  at 
all anchor in the  B ay of D ublin  on a  w inter’s day  
or night ? N ay  further, ask them , if they  have not, 
in times past, preferred anchoring in the  open Bay 
of D ublin , ra the r th a n  en ter  the Sound of Ireland’s- 
E y e  ? Ask all the  masters trad ing  to the  port of 
D ublin , (including the  packet-m asters) the  same 
Q uestions, and it will be found th a t  they  all agree 
w ith  m e in opinion.

T h e  shipping interest o f  Dublin are scarcely 
aw are of h a lf  th e  advantages th a t  would arise to 
them  from an harbour a t  D un leary , 1 could prove 
th a t with sud ) an  harbour it would be tw en ty  per 
cent, in favour of shipping trad ing  to the  port of 
Dublin. A ll ou tw ard  bound vessels would there 
finish their lading, set ail, and  proceed to the  end 
of their voyage ; before they , with the sam e wind

9
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and weather, could leave the  Q uay  o f  Dublin. 
Vessels drawing from thirteen to fifteen feet w ater 
have often remained a t our Q u ay  from spring to 
spring with an Easterly wind, with which, had they 
been a t D unleary (or in the Bay, bad as it is) thev  
would have sailed, and made their passage whilst 
thus they  were waiting to get East o f  the light on 
the South W all. For the  verity  o f  this fa c t, ask 
any  o f  our W est-India captains how often they  
have lost convoy from Cork, whilst thev  were, shut 
up  with an  Eastvvardly wind in the  H arbour of 
D ublin, w aiting an  opportunity  to proceed down 
the  LilTey ?

I t is not altogether the badness of the H arbour 
a t H ow th , after it is ent'ered : from m an y  other 
circum stances it is equally  objectionable. T h e  
bed, or botttom , of th a t  harbour will e te rna lly  be 
uneven with rocks and stones ; they  m a y  m ake  
the  bottom  smooth as far as it is d ry  a t  low w ater ; 
after tha t, blasting rocks under w ater m ust depend 
on chance ; and th a t  every vessel entering  th a t  
harbour m ust expect to lay on some of these rugged 
rugged rocks, is also certain  ; but it is not w hen 
the  w eather is calm  and the  w ater sm ooth th a t  a 
vessel will stand in need of such an  harbour : it is 
a hen  she is casi on a  lee-shore, during the com ing 
on of a long dark  w inter’s n ight ; then  it is the 
pilot wants an harbour for shelter. O n such oc­
casions it is th a t H ow th or the  Sound of Ireland 's-



Eye. cannot be approached, as I  have before
V

stated.

T h a t  a  vessel, whose m aster consults her safety, 
will never enter Hovvth Harbour in a gale ot wind, 
if he can help it, may thus be proved. I  think 
it does not adm it refutation. Suppose in a blowing 
gale from N. W . to S. 1'-. which must in th a t 
harbour moke an uncommon high sea, a  vessel 
running for .the harbour : she enters within the 
pier or piers. AY ill it not be necessary th a t she 
let go her anchor to bring herself up , before she
can  haul to the Q uav  ? W ith  an hard rocky smooth•f f
bottom , (for tha t they  must make it as far as low 
w ater will permit) will the  anchor hold ? No. Is 
it possible, in such case, for a vessel to save her­
self from running against the rocky shore or stone 
quay , there  to have her bottom  beat in, or her 
sides stove ? ^  lus one a ttendant e \d  is suthcient
ever to prevent shipping seeking tha t haibour in 
bad w eather. Objections of this nature  can never 
be m ade to an harbour, if erected at D unleary . 
T here  anv  vessel can  anchor, in every weather, 
w ithin its pier, in from tw enty to twelve feet w ater 
a t low-water spring tides. Should it so happen, 
th a t  the  gale should blow directly out o f the har­
bour, she is under a weather shore, smooth w ater, 
where she can  anchor within a  stone’s throw or 
lmwzer’s length  of the pier, ge t a  rope or cable on
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shore to a capstern, and w ith such aid as will a t all 
times be there, heave into tha t harbour in the worst 
of weather.

"With the wind and sea direct in the harbour of 
D unleary , m ust a  vessel not bring herself up by 
her anchor, before she can haul to and moor a t 
the  Q uay  ? T o  a certain ty  she must. But I beg 
the  reader carefully to observe the difference be° 
tween these contending places of safety, in this 
respect. A t Dunleary an anchor is le t 'g o  on a 
bottom of sand and clay, where an anchor can 
never give w ay, as long as the cable is good. N ot 
so at H owth. There  the  m aster of a vessel m ight 
as well put' his cook’s kettle overboard as his an­
chor; for on a  rocky bottom, the one would about
hold as well as the other.

A sk  the  capta in  o f a packet (better vessels can ­
not be found) would he with a gale from the N. W . 
tu rn  in between H ow th and Ireland’s Eye ? T o  
m ake th a t harbour, would he not in crossing the 
Sound (from the strength of the  tide and shortness 
of sea) on either side run the  risque of missino- 
stays, by  the head of the  vessel getting  into the 
eddy, whilst her stern would be in the strong tide ? 
T h is  risque she will have to dread either with the 
tide o f  ebb or flood, as the wind m ay beJ '

W hen vessels, like our packets, cannot make 
ns harbour without such em inent risque— vessels
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th a t are double m anned, as the packets a t all times 
are— what chance can a square-rigged vessel, 
deeply laden and badly manned, have? N ay, I  
need not say m uch about it, I am  certain any  
m aster I  m ight ask, at such time, to enter either 
passages N orth or South of Ireland’s-Eye, would 
have ju s t  right to swear the safety of his life 
against me.

Suppose, however, a vessel, drawing from nine 
to  twelve feet water, to enter this Paradise. W hen  
the  gale is over, the m aster wishes to proceed for 
D u b lin ;  the wind is Eastwardly, or W estwardly ; 
in either case, she must wait quarter-flood before 
she ra n  fleet. Cun she t urn through the  Sound 
against wind and tide ? No. She must go West, fcf 
Ire land’s-hye. Can she get round H ow th in tim e 
to save her tide before the  ebb is made on the Bar 
o f  Dublin ? I t  is ten chances to one th a t she will 
not. 'Í herefore she m ust anchor in some p a r t  of 
the  B ay of Dublin, and run the risque which she 
thought to avoid by going into H owth ! ! ! W ould 
it not have been better she had k ep t the sea, where 
she could have em braced the  first opportunity  to 
m ake her ]>ort of destination ? Suppose, for a mo­
m ent, th a t  there was to be found in the H arbour at 
How th, every convenience, depth of water, and 
shelter, for «hipping of any  burthen ; why go eight 
miles Irotn D ublin  and erect such an harbour, 
when a place, equally suitable, can be found only 
joui miloi iiom Dublin, with everv convenience uf

I. 2
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land and water carriage, a t half the expense, a t 
D unleary? L et me ask the m erchant, Suppose he 
had a vessel at H owth, with a cargo of rum, sugar, 
or tobacco ; how is he to get it to the Custom- 
House, or his own stores, by land or water r A nd 
w hat would the  difference of expense be between 
him  and another m erchant tha t had a  vessel with a 
similar cargo a t D unleary  ? I am sure 50 per cent, 
is the least difference I  could venture to m ention. 
W h a t would a yessel go to H ow th for, load, and 
re tu rn  to Dublin ? N ot less than  half-a-guinea per 
ton* . O ur lighters will by no means answer such 
purposes; as they now are constructed, a captain  
would not get one to undertake such a voyage. 
Therefore a m erchant having a  vessel in th a t situa­
tion, would have to add such freight and charges 
as the article could by no means bear ; a t the same 
tim e he could not bring his m erchandize to m arket 
on equal terms with another th a t had his vessel 
lying at Dunleary. T his is a  fatal objection to the 
H ow th  scheme— an objection which, in no sense 
o f the word, can be made to an harbour erectecj 
a t Dunleary.

L e t us endeavour to ascertain w hat the  difference 
of prem ium  of insurance would be on goods to be 
discharged in D ublin  a t  any tim e of the  year, out 
of a vessel lying a t H ow th , and one, similarly 
laden, lying at D unleary. I f  in addition to the 
circumstance, th a t in winter, with a lighter, no

*  E a u a l  to t h e  f r e ig h t  fr o m  D u b l i n  to L i v e r p o o l .

I



m an w o u l d  attem pt the job  at H ow th, the odds of 
premium should appear to be in favour ot D un- 
leary , it surely m ust follow, th a t at tha t season of 
the  year no commander of a vessel would enter a  
port where she could not have the assistance ot 
1 il?liters to brin^ her to a drait ot water, th a t she 
afterwards m ight proceed for Dublin.

Difficulties of this kind cannot arise in an har­
bour at D unleary. There, a lighter of any  con­
struction can, in one tide from Dublin, get along­
side, lay afloat, load, and next tide proceed and 
m ake her passage good into Dublin H arbour a t  
least, (if not to the Q uay). Could a lighter, sloop, 
or flat, do the same from the  H arbour at H ow th ?
I  say No. T h e  first never would get into H ow th  ; 
the  second and th ird  m ight, with a. good oppor­
tu n ity  get there the  second or third tide, as the 
wind m ight be. A gain, I canno t conclude this 
subject w ithout m entioning a  m atte r  th a t  to all 
m ust bring convincing proof, th a t the  Sound of 
Ire land ’s-Eye, and the  coast and waters around 
th a t  island, never can  be of any  use to shipping 
trad ing  to the  port of Dublin, after th a t pier and 
Jiarbour are finished, more than  they  a t  this mo- 
jnen t are. In  support of this fact, I beg leave to 
refer the  reader to the  perusal of C aptain  B lyth’s 
purvey of the Bay of Dublin, H ow th, and Ireland’s- 
E y e  ; lie will there  see the depths of w ater, the 
setting of the tides, the  narrowness of the Channel 
jsjorth or South of Ireland’s-Eye, all combined,

lí>\
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render it the most unfit place for an harbour, or 
port of safety, for any vessel of burthen more than 
a  fishing-boat. N ot so in the Bay of Dublin ; there 
is room for one thousand sail of vessels, depth for 
an hundred-gun ship high or low w ater; and, with 
erections such as are intended a t D unleary , the 
w hole will form an asylum, a  life-saving harbour 
to vessels ot all descriptions; and when a vessel is 
once entered within the pier, all sea risque will be 
at an end ; no beating her bottom in on rugged 
rocks, nor would a  vessel there be for a mom ent in 
w ant of any  th ing  she m ight stand in need of.

W h y  are the I low th  erections thus perm itted 
stdl to go on unnoticed, by  the Corporation for 
î .ic improving and preserving the harbour of D ub .

' '  0 ,“' ï’ ClU1' e‘I on at an immense expense,
rom which no possible good can ever arise to the  

City oi Dublin.

Is it w ant o f judgm en t, o r fear o f offending the 
g rea t tha t has kept them  silent on th a t  subject >
II i t . s  the former, they  are now told p la in ly  w hat 
ought to he done : if  the  la tter, th ey  are supported 
b y  theeom plm uts  o f  the  Citizens a t  large against 
•he H owth erect,ons. A re  they  not the  guardians 
tp p ° .n te d  over the  com m erce and trade of the
« i t y o l  Dublin ? I f  s0, why not a c t  in their situa.
i°il!., oi go out to m ake room for others tha t are 

j I' no dread of superior influence ? I f  they  arc 
'  "m g the du ty  of the public as they ought, can self.
interest clash with public good ? Lam entable mu^t
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the commerce r.mî trade c f  tha t City be, where its 
guardians are thus constantly acting  under appre­
hensions and fears of giving offence to any power : 
who have no ideas of their own, cannot act from 
self-conviction ; and pu t nothing in force, without 
the  approbation of higher authority. I ask, would 
the  G entlem en composing the T rinity ,*louse of 
London accept or hold their places on such condi­
tions? Certain I  am, they would not ? Perhaps it 
will be contended, th a t  they  are better qualified for 
tii-ii situations, and are therefore, in themselves, 
judges of any  thing wanting, or proposed. This 
m ust be granted  in one sense: they  are nautical 
men ; and therefore can better ju d g e  w hat is fitting 
for tne safety of a  ship, and where harbours for the 
preservation of m en and vessels ouglit to be erected. 
Lut, are there no m en of independence to be found 
in this great City, possessing liberal ideas, com­
mercial or nautical know ledge, and experience suf­
ficient to ju d g e  between right and wrong, where 
m oney ought to be expended or erections made for 
th e  public good ; and where not ? O r do they  think 
we have com merce enough, and harbour sufficient 
for the shipping frequenting the  port of D ublin  ?

Y\ hat is it makes some persons give opposition 
to every measure proposed for the  increase of the 
trade and com m erce of Dublin, except the fish- 
m arket ? T h e  m om ent it comes before them , it is 
knocked down as it were by  a brew er’s mashing- 
° a r ;  and overwhelmed by the m enace of a  serf-
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appointed demagogue, reprim anding'ali about hint, 
and snarling like the cur in the manger.

Is the City o f Dublin, its commerce and pros­
perity thus to be neglected ? Are the shores of our 
Bay and Coast to be left to exhibit wrecks of ship­
ping, the destruction of property , and, (w b a tis ia r  
worse) the dead bodies of our protectors, the 
Seamen, floating along them ? Citizens of Dublin, 
you have it in your power to prevent this g reat and 
growing evil ; therefore come forward as you  ought, 
and have a right to do ; make those, whose duty  
it is, perform th a t duty  : or let them  quit, making 
room for others who will act with promptitude and 
without fear.

As further proof of the inutility of the H ow th  
H arbour to shipping bound inward to Dublin ; and 
why no vessel will a ttem pt it, H ow th H arbour will 
be dry at low water, a t least nearly ; so th a t in fact 
no vessel will approach it a t th a t time. L e t  us 
suppose a  vessel in the Channel, the m aster of 
which, from various causes, finds he cannot m ake 
gpod the H arbour of Dublin, and save his tide 
over the Bar : he will not run for H ow th  H arbour, 
it being dry a t the very time he could reach it. In  
such case w hat is to be done? A long w inter’s 
niirht is coinin'? on, he must hear.e-to in (he Channel ;O CT ** '

and wait nex t flood for Dublin Bar. This he would 
not do, icith an Harbour at Dunleary ; he would run 
boldly for that place high or low water, n ight oi*



day  : and with a  light on the  P ier H ead , he could 
never miss it. Can the same be said oi H ow th  ?

T here  is a further evil a ttending H ow th , which 
m ust ever operate against shipping resorting th a t  
harbour, or the  Sound of Ire land’s-Eye. I t  is no t 
generally known by the  landm en. The tide sets 
nine hours one way and three hour's the other. So th a t  
any  vessel anchoring there , with the wind a t East, 
m ust w ait half-flood, before she can  a ttem p t to 
tu rn  through tha t Sound ; and when she does, by  
th a t  very delay she has lost her tide for getting  into 
D ublin  H arbour ; as before she can  get near the  
B ar it will be low water. She m ust then anchor in 
the  B ay a t all risque and w ait nex t flood. N one oi 
these difficulties can arise a t  D unleary  ; from thence  
she could set sail, on the  first o f a flood, be the 
wind from w hat point of the compass it m ay. As 
lonjr as she can  c a r ry  canvas she is sure o f m akingo  »•
D ublin H arb o u r; and should it so happen , by  calms 
or otherwise, th a t  she does not get in around the  
light on the  South-W all, the  very ebb-tide th a t  p re ­
vented her doing so would set her back to D un leary  
H arbour. So th a t  she need not anchor in Dublin 
Bay, except from the m aster’s pleasure.

T h e  H arb o u r  a t  H ow th , as per  m ap annexed, 
the reader will perceive is in tended to be inclosed 
242,000 square yards of rocky bottom , dry  at low- 
w ater, rise of the  tide from ten  to twelve feet neap 
and spring. I t  m ust therefore be evident, th a t  a

M
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vessel entering th a t  harbour, let her draft of w ater 
be w hat it m ay* , m ust take the ground, be dry at 
low-water, and wait next flood to take her afloat 
again ; and th a t  with a gale from N. W . N orth- 
about to South-East, w hich from either of these 
points will cause a swell and undertow in th a t  har­
bour sufficient to m ake a vessel strike on the rocky 
ground under her for a  considerable tim e before she 
is completely afloat to heave out betw een the  Pier- 
H eads and anchor in the Sound. Should she not 
be able to effect the  same, she m ust there rem ain, 
take  the ground on the following ebb, and (the gale 
continuing) it is probable th a t she will b ea t her 
bottom  in before she gets ou t of th a t  blessed spot.

Such being the  fate a ttending  a  vessel draw ing 
twelve feet w ater and under, I  should be glad to 
know w hat chance would an y  of the foreign ship­
p ing  trading to this port have, in th a t  harbour, 
most of them  draw ing from fourteen to sixteen 
feet ? W ith  sixteen feet they  could not even at- 
tem p t the  Sound a t low-water ; there not being 
w ater for them  to anchor an y  w here w ithin  Ire ­
land’s-Eye. W ith  twelve feet, fine w eather, and  
smooth water, they  m ight anchor in the  Sound, 
and at high w ater get into  the harbour. W ould  
they  be safe after they  were in ? W ould not the  
above risque attend  them  during  their s tay  ? T h e  
im portation of A m erican  produce to Dublin is 
mostly carried on in ships of th a t  nation. Are

-  A b o v e  t w e l v e  feet  d ra f t ,  she c o u ld  not e n t e r  t h e  h a r b o u r .
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A m erican  vessels tit to take the  ground any  where ? 
M uch  less on a rocky bottom. A m erican  vessels 
trad ing  to Europe are sharp-built for fast sailing , 
it is required they  should be so, in order the  sooner 
to m ake their long passages. VI ith an harbour a t 
D u n lea ry  none of the  before-mentioned risques 
would a t all attend shipping resorting there.

F rom  D unleary H arbour, as no vessel would 
anchor in the  Bay, the  m erchan ts  ot Dublin m igh t 
in forty m inutes after the  arrival ot a vessel there, 
know her nam e, m aster’s nam e, unto  whom ad­
dressed, and  the  contents of her cargo. Such 
early  information would save m any  pounds in p re­
m ium  of insurance, and very m an y  an  uneasy 
hour to the  cap ta in  and passengers, w hich  is now 
unavoidably the  case whilst riding in our B ay, be­
tw een  th e  first day  of O ctober and last day  of 
M arch . For a small expense th ey  m ight have a 
m an  and horse on the  spot, to a ttend  on the  Q u ay , 
during  n igh t and d a y ;  w ith  a public ollice a t the  
Com m ercial, where the  notice of such arrival 
should be open for public inspection. T h is  m ight 
be supported  by  a  small subscription from the 
m erchan ts  themselves.

L e t  an  A m erican  cap ta in  be asked, had he an  
harbour to run  for, w here he could lay  afloat w ith  
his vessel to discharge and load, would he not come 
to D ublin  for m u ch  less freight th an  he now does? 
W h a t adequa te  profit does a h igh  freight yield him

M a
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for com ing to an harbour w here lie gets his vessel 
ruined and wrecked, and perhaps has th e  half or 
whole of the  freight to expend on her in repairs, 
loss of time, wages, and provisions for his seam en, 
&c. I  think I can  safely say, the  evils a ttending  
shipping com ing to D ublin  are the cause o f  tw enty- 
five per cent. addition to the f re ig h t;  it ac tually  
being th a t  m uch more th a n  it would be, had we a  
good harbour a t D unleary . W ould not our D ub­
lin m erchants consider a  saving of twenty-five per 
cent, in the freight a good profit on any  article of 
A m erican  produce? A n d  would not the  C aptain  
be better satisfied to carry  hom e 75/. w ith  a whole 
and sound ship, in the sam e condition as when she 
left A m erica , ra the r than 100/. with a vessel com ­
ple te ly  ruined ? I  think I  m ay  assert, th a t  o f the  
vessels m aking voyages to  Dublin, for one w hich 
gets out w ithout dam age, ten go  aw ay  broken and 
shattered : and all this from th e  badness o f  our 
harbour. AVhat, however, infinitely aggravates 
th e  m ischief is, th a t there  is nothing doing to
m ake it b e t te r ;  nor likely to be done, w ithout the 
aid o f Parliam ent.

A  further g ran t o f  40,000/. has been m ade for 
the  H ow th  works, to be throw n into the  sea!  to  
inclose an harbour d ry  a t low-water ; [see C aptain  
B ly th s  survey]. Js ju d g m e n t like his, with th a ï
o every nau tical m an, who ever saw the erections 
there, to go for nought ? A re  m en thus to blunder 
on, destroying thousands after thousands o f  tlx»



public money ? Can the Citizens of Dublin look 
011 such conduct with supinencss ? W ill they  suffer 
themselves to be thus duped w ithout a  m urm ur ? 
O r are they  so m uch em ployed in trade, th a t  they  
have no tim e to consider these m atters, until the 
tax-gatherer is a t  the  door to m ake up  this sum  of 
40,000/. ? It is n o t  then  tha t rem onstrances will 
be of use. I t  is now, and now only, before the 
money is issued, ancj th row n into the  sea. As a  
body, they  ought to come forward, and by legal 
m eans p u t  a  stop to this lavish and useless ex­
penditu re  o f the public money. O r are the Citi­
zens of D ublin  w aiting  another n ight like th a t  of 
th e  n ineteenth  of N ovem ber, 1807, w hen the  
R ochdale and Princess of W ales were lost, as a  
further P roof o f the necessity of an  H arbour a t  
D un leary  ? D o they need such a  stim ulus before 
th ey  com e forward, to prevent the  dreadful ca la­
m ity  ever again  appearing  before the  eye of an  
hum ane public ? W h a t  is it th a t  diverts the  public 
m ind from calling 011 our G overnm ent for aid in 
favour o f an  harbour a t D unleary  ? Is it modestv ? 
] f  so, le t them  app ly  a little of the  D evil’s Rock 
to  the ir  faces and consciences : th ey  will then, 
perhaps, soon have assurance enough to effect their 
wishes, ge t a  g ran t from P arliam ent, n ay  even aid 
for a H arbou r a t  Cullon— letting  alone th a t  a t 
D un lcary  ! Could I  th ink  th a t  such are the  virtues 
of the  Devil's Rock I  should ap p ly  for a  sam ple, 
to  be left a t th e  Com m ercial for the  use o f our 
m odest Citizens, Perhaps, on application, I  m ight
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lie told we want them aw ! ! Therefore I  think th e  
Commercial In terest of D ublin had better use the 
m eans in their own hands, and instan tly  m ake 
application by petition direct to Parliam ent, where 
it will m eet tha t success they  wish ; at least it will 
p u t  a stop to the  issuing m oney for H ow th  until 
a further enquiry is made into the  utility  of th e  
erections in th a t place. For certain I am , most 
o f  the  m em bers m ust be  ignorant of its situation. 
C an  it be otherwise, most of them  residing in 
E ngland , and who perhaps never saw the  beautiful 
H arbour a t  H ow th  ? H ow  are  they  to be judges 
farther th an  th e y  are told ? A nd w hat mischiefs 
arise from taking up  things on m ere report ! But 
even a t this I  am  not a t  all astonished ; some of 
our Citizens, w hen you speak of H ow th  H arbour, 
actually  believe it to be in the  Bay of D ublin . 
T herefore, say they , w hat do we w an t w ith a  
second place of safety in our B ay ? Is it then  to 
be wondered a t ,  th a t  m oney  is thus g ran ted , on 
application by  m en  th a t  are  supposed to know the  
proper p lace  for such an  harbour ; b u t who are  
either ignorant of it, or do not tell the  tru th  ? 
I  his being the  case, let the  representatives o f  Ire ­
land (at least) be undeceived ; and if  we have 
m oney to  spare, le t it be gran ted  f i r  the  good of 
the  public, and not thus given aw ay , for w an t o f 
Parliam ent being informed of facts. L e t it be no 
longer understood th a t the  C ity  o f  D ublin  is to 
derive any  benefit w hatever from the  40,000/. so
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granted  for H ow th  (except perhaps lowering the 
price of fish).

I t  is much to be lam ented th a t  P arliam en ta ry  
grants should be m ade on the  report of persons, 
who, if we adm it their opinions to be governed by 
the utm ost possible purity  o f motive, are, from 
the w an t of nautical information, incom petent 
judges  of a subject on w hich none bu t seam en can  
accurately  decide. O n  w hat o ther principle can  
w e, consistently w ith  the  high opinion which we 
would wish to cherish of the  honor of the  repre­
sentative body, account for 40,000/. m ore being 
voted to the service of the  H ow th  scheme ? If, in 
the  H ouse of Lords, th e  prela tes of the  church  
are adm ittted  to sit, for the  .avowed purpose of 
guarding its rights, is it  too m uch  to assert, th a t  
in the other H ouse (when the  safety of the  em pire 
as well as its com m erce, depend  on th e  erections 
m ade on its shores), a nautical representation ought 
to  be allowed ; and on every com m ittee wherein 
m arine erections form "the subject of deliberation, 
th ey  should be included ? I t  is not to  be expected  
th a t the  financier should be  a  sailor. L e t  the  po­
litician govern the  wheels of the g rea t s ta te  m a ­
chine. L e t  the  law  m em bers trace  the  a rcana  of 
ju risprudence. B u t allow to the  seam an the  per­
form ance of his d u ty  in m arine deliberation. T h is  
is no idle speculative reform in Parliam ent. I t  has 
as little to do w ith  p a r ty , as it  has m uch  concern 
>vith public welfare. 1 hesitate no t in asserting,
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tha t if such men had been, as a  specially appointed 
nautical body, sitting in the  H ouse of Commons, on 
the occasion to which I  am  now alluding, and had 
p u t the House in possession of w hat they  knew on 
the subject (which they  would unquestionably have 
done) the 40,000/. would have been with-held froiu 
H ow th, and gran ted  to D unleary.

Is it then  too la te  to rem edy the evil ? Perhaps 
not. I  how ever 'see  bu t one m ethod, and th a t 
rests with the public, and not with me— immediate 
petition. L et the Citizens of Dublin come forward 
in the first instance. L e t them  (it is their duty) 
shew an exam ple ; I  will pledge m y  existence th a t  
they  will not stand alone in the  business. Every" » 
m an th a t can feel, or d iscrim inate, will jo in  hand 
and heart in the  application. I t  is not for m e to  
say Parliam ent m ast\ bu t I will go further, I know' 
they  will pay  every a tten tion  to the  Subject m a tte r  
o f such a com plaint.

L e t the Citizens of Dublin call a  general m eeting  
of their respective corporations ; le t them  sum m on 
before them  all the  nau tical m en belonging to the  
Corporation for Im proving and Preserving the  P ort 
and H arbour o f Dublin, (they  are only six in 
num ber) ; let these gentlem en be exam ined, as to 
the two intended harbours, H ow th  and Dunleary. 
1 he result o f such an investigation would give the  
Citizens the information they  so m uch  w ant I t  
would then be seen w here the  40;000/. recently  
granted, ought to be expended.
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I f  the calamities occasioned by ship-wrecks, loss 
o f lives, and destruction of property, in the Bay 
of Dublin, from tim e to tim e, are not set forth 
in this pam phlet, so fully as the reader or the 
public m ay wish, I beg leave to refer them to the 
Board of Inland Navigation. A t tha t Board a  list 
m ay  be found, containing nine years disaster in our 
Bay, (from 1790 to 1800,) m ade out by Edw ard 
H am erton, Esq. Long-room, Custom-house. T h a t  
gen tlem an  can, on application, m ake out, (and I  
am  sorry to mention it) another dismal list of most 
dreadful occurrences, (from the la tter period to 
this day). Certain I  am , should such a  list be laid 
before the eyes of the hum ane Citizens of Dublin, 
they  would not be long ere they  rallied around the  
standard of hum anity , exerting every effort on 
behalf of the so much-wished for asylum -port at 
D unleary.

I  shall add no more a t present : I  could badly 
spare from m y  necessary avocations, the  tim e 
which I  have already devoted to the  composition 
of these sheets. L e t the  public now do their duty. 
T h e  evil is of the most pressing nature. T h e  
danger is in  the  extrem e. I have stated plain 
fa^ts uninfluenced by  power, unbiassed by avarice. 
I f  the trade of Dublin is to continue, she m ust have 
an asylum-port ; and th a t  asylum -port can never 
be erected a t  Howth*

N
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A t the close of m y last pam phlet I inserted some 
petitions presented to his Excellency the Duke of 
Richmond, on behalf of D unleary Harbour. I 
have since been favoured with the copv o f  another 
on the same subject. T he  elegance and perspi- 
( uitv with which it is written ; the powerful a rg u ­
ments which it contains, and the high respectability 
ot the parties from whom it cam e, have induced 
me to affix it to these additional remarks ; as a  
memo» ial, tha t should D unleary be eventually dis­
regarded, the Irish Government cannot plead want 
of information as an excuse for lavishing thousands 
on an  useless scheme, and neglecting the only 
spot where an harbour can be built  with safety
and advantage.

F I N I  S.



C O PY  O F  P E T IT IO N

T O  H I S  G R A C E  C H A R L E S  D U K E  O F  R I C H M O N D ,  

L O R D  L I E U T E N A N T - G E N E R A L  A N D  G E N E R A L  

G O V E R N O R  O F  I R E L A N D ,

T h e  f o l lo w in g  A d d r e s s  o f  the  M a g i s t r a t e s  and G e n t l e m e n  re­

s i d i n g  on or near  to t h e  S o u th e rn  shore  o f  D u b l i n  B a y ,  -Mem­

bers o f  the  R a t h d o w n  A s s o c ia t i o n ,  and others,  is most  re sp e c t ­

f u l l y  subm it te d .

M a y  it p lease  y o u r  G r a c e ,

W E ,  the  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  b e g  l e a v e  thus 

to l a y  before y o u r  G r a c e  a s i m p l e  s ta te m e n t  o f  the  m a n y  a n d  

fatal d isasters w h i c h  w e  f r e q u e n t l y  and r e c e n t l y  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  

on our  shores ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a v e r t i n g  t h e m .  S u c h  

p o w e r  w e  n e v e r  c a n  possess w i t h o u t  t h e  l i be ra l  a p p l ic a t io n  oi  

p u b l i c  m e a n s ,  to th is  p u b l i c ,  and m o st  i m p o r t a n t  o b j e c t .  O u r  

a id ,  h o w e v e r  h u m b l e ,  in a n y  poss ib le  s h a p e ,  w e  b e g  to lay at 

y o u r  G r a c e ’s fe et ,  w i t h  our  p e t i t io n  tor th a t  w h i c h  a lo n e  c a n  

b e  c o m p e t e n t  to the  m a g n i t u d e  o f  t h e  misfortunes,  a c c o m p a n y ­

i n g  a lmost  e v e r y  w i n t e r .

I t  is scarcely necessary to d e s c r i b e  our B a y ,  or its e x p o s m e  

to almost every wind, especially to all  from the s e a ;  the c o n ­

sequences of such exposure are painfully obvious even in storms 
blow ing in any  degree from the  land, a considerable sea is to 
be found in the Bay ; but o f  such storms we do not compara- 
tively  complain. A nchors and cables m ay resist them in the 
roads; but against any  o f  those blowing in any  degree from 
the  sea, noth ing  can afford perm anent protection but shelter 
sufficiently to leeward to be at all times attainable.

M an y  attem pts have been made and m any great sums ex- 
pended to procure this indispensable object, w ithout any visible 
dim inution of our disasters. Those o f  the last few years are
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too fresh in the  m e m o r y  o f  e v e r y  m a i r t o  l e a v e  a  doubt o f  this 

la m e n t a b le  truth.  W e  therefo re  feel  it a n  i m p e r a t i v e  d u t y  to 

s u b m it  to y o u r  G r a c e  our reasons fo r  t h i n k i n g  th a t  such must 

still  c o n t in u e  till a ve r ted  b y  the  p r a c t ic a l  e x e c u t i o n  o f  one  o r  

some of those p la ns  so f r e q u e n t l y  fo rm ed,  but  not  y e t  at- 

te m p te d ,  w i t h o u t  our  B a r  but w i t h i n  o u r  B a y .

T h e  e x p o su re  o f  our  B a y ,  and its c o n s e q u e n t  d a n g e r s ,  are,

u e  fear,  n a t u i a l i y  u n a l te r a b le .  S u c h  d a n g e r s  ra th e r  a p p e a r

n e n t i n 0 b\ the  constant pro cess  o f  na ture ,  in a c c u m u l a t i n g

sand a lo n g  the N o r t h e r n  and W e s t e r n  sides o f  it, at t h e  last o f

y » c h ,  the  o n l y  e n t r a n c e  to the H a r b o u r  a n d  R i v e r  c a n  b e  
found.

To the  E as t  ( b y  w h i c h  w e  m e a n  to w i n d w a r d  in a  storm 

rom se a )  no Is lan d,  o r  e v e n  B a n k ,  c a n  b e  fo und  on w h i c h  art 

could  h o p e  to p l a c e  a  b r e a k - w a t e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h a n n e l .

O n  the  N o rth ern  shore no situation se e m s to pre se nt  i t s e l f  to

e profess,ona) sk i l l  so o f te n  co nsult ed  as p r o p e r  fo r  an arti f ic ial
ha rb o u r  w i t h i n  the B a y .

A n y  t h i n g  w i t h o u t  the  B a y  is w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  c o n ­

sid era t ion  as to vessels,  o n c e  e m b a y e d  in re al  storm from sea,

c o n Spe X te T .  ,S M t e r ’ h0WeVe)' p e r f e c t  in *tseif> is “ A t t a i n a b l e ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  h o p  J e s s .

W e s t  r r W h  such vesseis may io°k in vain* t ° the
h ope o f  s f  iU grca fe r  p art ° f  tweQty - four llours* w it h  littlep e  ot  s a fe ly  cro ss ing  t h e  B a r .

T o  our  S o u th e rn  shore  t h e y  must  t h e r e fo r e  c o m e  as a last

t h a t  o f  a  ' 6, , " 6 , laVe n°  S h e k e r  ‘ °  ° ffer t h e m  at  P le se n t< but 
tide J r r Ht J)u,lleary* whith ^  p a r t i c u l a r  t imes o f

„  .  , , v e s a n d  i n c a l c u l a b l e  a m o u n t  :

c l  v  l  S'  W a n t ,n g  Water '  I igh t ’  a , ld  e v e r y  ne-
c e a a r y  to sa v e  a vessel ,  c o uld  o n l y  ofTer a so fter  bottom (on

h i c h  t o s t r a n d  he rse i f )  th an  sh e  m i g h t  s t n k e  u ^ o m e  ui.se

\



In  this a f f l i c t in g  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  e v i ls ,  h i th e r to  w i th o u t  re­

m e d y ,  w e  are u n fo r tu n a te ly  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  s h o c k i n g  facts 

f r e q u e n t  almost  e v e r y  w i n t e r :  a  f e w  o f  t h e  most  conspicuo us  

w i l l  best c o n v i n c e  y o n r  G r a c e  th a t  w e  d o  not o v e r - r a t e  t h e m .  

W h e n  his M a j e s t y ’s sh ips e n te r  th is  B a y ,  possessing 110 sh elter  

for  t h e m  to l e e w a r d ,  t h e y  p u r p o s e l y  m o o r  fa r  to windward in 

the  road.  S u p e r i o r  in e v e r y  o th e r  p a r t ic u la r  to al l  o th er sh ip s,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in the  s c i e n c e  and sk i l l  c o n d u c t i n g  th e m ,  most  v i ­

g i l a n t  in g u a r d i n g  ag ainst  the  worst ,  b y  m o o r i n g  so far to 

v i n d w a r d ,  e v e n  t h e y  h a v e  st i ll  p r o v e d ,  on m a n y  t r y i n g  o c ­

casions, u n a b le  to g e t  farther to w i n d w a r d  or e v e n  to m a in ta in  

th e i r  first o f i in g ,  h a v e  b e e n  d r i v e n  to fo rsa ke  t h e i r  a n c h o r s ,  to 

a v o i d  f o u n d e r i n g  at  t h e m ,  a n d  s e e k ,  as a forlorn  h o p e ,  for 

i h e l t e r  to l e e w a r d .  T h i s  th e i r  ofi icers  w e l l  k n e w  w a s  o n l y  a t ­

t a in a b l e  at pa r t icu lar  t imes  o f  t i d e ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e n  w i t h  a risk 

o n l y  ju s t i f ia b le  b y  absolute  n e c e s s i t y .

T h e  K^.ngeroo,  the  Sp i t f i re ,  and o t h e r  sm al l  sh ip s  o f  w a r ,  

h a v e  p r o v i d e n t i a l l y  passed t h e  B a r ,  s o m e  e v e n  a fter  s t r i k i n g  

it.  It is s c a r c e l y  n e c e s s a r y  to a d d ,  that  a t  al l  o th e r  t i m e s  their  

destruct io n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  i n e v i t a b l e .

Ir so to t h e m ,  w h a t  h o p e  c o u ld  a  t r a d i n g  vessel h a v e  in a 

s i m i la r  situation ? In fe r io r  a lm o s t  in e v e r y  p r o p e r t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

t h a t  of  g e t t i n g  to w i n d w a r d ,  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h e m  h a v e  in sim i la r  

d a n g e r  s o u g h t  s i m i la r  s a f e t y ,  a n d  i n e v i t a b l y  p e r i s h e d  on the  

sands,  w a n t i n g  su f f ic ien t  w a t e r  on t h e  B a r .  H u n d r e d s  o f  his 

M a j e s t y ’s troops m i s e r a b l y  p e r is h e d  on our  sh ores  w i t h i n  the  

last t e w  y e a r s ,  u n a b l e  to k e e p  c l e a r  o f  t h e  B a y  or to e n t e r  t h e  

H a r b o u r ;  m ore ,  w e  fe ar,  m a y  m e e t  a s i m i la r  fa te  011 future 

o ccas io ns ,  i f  not  s a v e d  b y  s o m e  p e r m a n e n t  s h e l te r  at  al l  t i m e s  

a t ta in a ble ,  011 t h e  outs ide  o f  t h e  B a r ,  b u t  011 t h e  inside o f  

t h e  B a y .

It is qu i te  i m p o ss ib le  fo r  us t o o  e a r n e s t ly  to  i n v i t e  y o u r  

G r a c e ’s at tent io n  to th is  d is t in ct io n .

N i n e  te n th s  o f  t h e  vessels t r a d i n g  to o u r  ca p ita l  w i l l  e v e r  

s e t k  the  I l a r b o u r  itself ,  i f  at all  a c c e s s i b l e ;  t h e  w i n d  and t ide

< iii )



( iv )
w i t h  w h i c h  th e y  re ach  the  W e s t e r n  side  o f  our B a y  m a y  w a r ­

rant the ir  d o i n g  so, a c h a n g e  o r  e v e n  increase  o f  both m a y  

m a k e  the  passage o f  t h e  B a r  d a n g e r o u s  o r  i m p r a c t i c a b l e  for 

m a n y  hours.  T o  w i n d w a r d  the  finest harbour  m i g h t  th e n  be 

lo o k e d  to in v a i n  ; no  a l te rn a t iv e  re m a in s ,  t h e y  must trust to  

the ir  ca b le s— a v e r y  frail  se c u r i t y  ! perish p e r h a p s  it t h e y  h o ld ,  

or  i m m e d i a t e l y  to l e e w a r d  i f  t h e y  part  t h e m .

W e  a re  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  the  su p er io r  pro fe ss io n a l  a b i l i t y  so 

f r e q u e n t l y  d ir e c te d  to the  c o n s i d e r a f i o n  and p r e v e n t i o n  o f  

these  disasters.  ^  z

T h e  m a n y  a b l e  p la ns  laid in c o n s e q u e n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  

best  p r o v e  t h e  po ss ib i l i ty  o f  such p r e v e n t i o n ,  o n  some,  i f  not  

on se ve ra l  po ints  o f  this  o u r  S o u t h e r n  sh ore .

T o  d e ta i l  o r  discuss t h e i r  c o m p a r a t i v e  m erits  w o u l d  b e  an 

useless trespass o n  y o u r  G r a c e ’s t i m e,  and on t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  

those sup er io r  professional  j u d g e s  w h o se  a b i l i t y  y o u  c a n  e a s i l y  

c o m m a n d ,
• «

W  e should,  h o w e v e r ,  d e e m  ourse lv es a c c e s s a r v  to the  p ro ­

b a b l e  c a la m it ie s  o f  the  a p p r o a c h i n g  w i n t e r  d id  w e  l o n g e r  

hes itate  to d e c l a r e  to y o u r  G r a c e ,  our  c o n v i c t i o n  that  s u c h  are ’**• 

i m p e n d i n g ,  and almost i n s e p a r a b l e  from t h e  n a tu re  o f  our  

pre se nt  B a y ,  H a r b o u r ,  a n d  c l i m a t e ;  th a t  n o t h i n g  in our h u m ­

b le  o p in io n  c a n  afford p a r m a n e n t  p r o t e c t io n  a g a in s t  t h e m  bu t  

a  suff ic ient  P i e r  s o m e w h e r e  on our S o u t h e r n  s h o r e ,  s u f f ic i e n t l y  

to  w i n d w a r d  to s e c u r e  t h e  d e p t h  o f  w ate> at  al l  t i mes  o f  t ide  

n e c e s s a r y  fo r  t r a d i n g  or small  w a r  ships,  such as vi si t  our  B a y ,  

b u t  a b o v e  al l ,  suf f ic ien t  to l e e w a r d  to s e c u r e  the  f leets  o f  sm al le r  

vessels  s e e k i n g ,  p e r h a p s  in v a i n ,  to cross  t h e  B a r ,  a n d  th e n  

i n c a p a b l e  o f  r e a c h i n g  t h e  finest h a rb o u r  to o  far  to w i n d w a r d .

S u c h  P i e r ,  w e  v e n t u r e  to h o p e ,  w i l l  a p p e a r  as i n d is p e n s a b le  

to y o u i  G r a c e  s m i n d  as i t  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  to our  r e p e a t e d  c o n s i ­

d e ra t io n  and e x a m i n a t i o n  of the  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  w h e r e  it is 

p r a c t ic a b le .



( V )
Ils  mater ia ls  a re  p l e n t y  on our Coast ,  its regu la tions  m i g h t  

h e l p  to d e f r a y  the  costs  o f  the  c o nstruct io n  l ights,  and o th e r  

necessary  e x p e n d i tu r e s .  W e  are  assured b y  e x c e l l e n t  na v a l  

o ffice rs, that  its l i ght,  w h e n - o n c e  k n o w n ,  c o u ld  p r o d u c e  no 

c o nfusio n  b y  c o m b i n i n g  w i t h  those a l r e a d y  establ ished  on

W e  f latter  ourselves that  this,  or  a n y  o th e r  o b je c t io n  to the  

o b j e c t  o f  our hope s ,  w o u l d  v a n i s h  w h e n  a c c u r a t e l y  e x a m i n e d ,  

a n d  as the  s u m m e r  is y e t  to c o m e ,  w e  do most e a r n e s t l y  e n tre a t  

y o u r  G r a c e ’s s p e e d y  attent io n to this  our  h u m b l e  address,  c o n ­

c e i v i n g  it the o n l y  ef fort  poss ib le  to our  p r iv a te  e x e r t io n s  to 

a v e r t  the  repet it ion  o f  o u r  past misfortunes.  W e  r e l y ,  u n d e r  

P r o v i d e n c e ,  on y o u r  g r a c i o u s  interest  a n d  t i m e l y  in t e r f e r e n c e ,  

to p r e v e n t  it, and  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  o f f e r i n g  to y o u r  G r a c e  t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  h o w e v e r  i n a d e q u a t e ,  o f  o u r  ful l  c o n f id e n c e  in the  

efforts o f  b o th .

Magistrates9 Office, Black-Rock,
6t/t June, 1809.

[ S i g n e d  b y  a lm ost  al l  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e s  and G e n t l e m e n  on 

the  S o uth -s id e  o f  t h e  B a y .  It  w a s  r e g u l a r l y  pre se nte d  

b y  a C o m m i t t e e ,  a p p o i n t e d  for t h e  p u r p o s e ;  but  no 

a n s w e r  r e c e i v e d ,  o r  a n y  t h i n g  d o n e  in c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  i t . ]

H o w t h  H i l l  a n d ' c e n l r a l  P i e r .


