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PREFACE.

W HOEVER takes the trouble of perufing
the following pages, is fuppofed to be ac-
quainted with the Pamphlet in anfwer to

- which it was written. . The references made
in them are to the Edition of it, reprinted

from the Dublin one in London for
J. WricnT, December, 1798. Much more
may cértainly be faid upon the fubject of
an Union with England and Ireland, but
it is needlefs to advance any other arguments
than thofe called forward by a perfon, fup-
pofed to have written in the confidence of
Government, till the plans themfelves, which

{hall



PREFACE, :
fhall be propofed, have fhewn whether the
weight of fuch arguments has not been
already felt and admitted. '

If it has been neceflary to recal to mind

thofe penal laws from which Ircland has
been liberated, at different times, by the

wifdom and humanity of “its lég_iﬂature, it

has been done with the greateft reluttance, -

and only with a view of ‘enforcing the con-
traft .of her depreffed and miferable ftate
under the reign of religious perfecution,
and her unexampled progrefs in every
fpecies of improvement, under the influence
of a more liberal {yftem : a progrefs which
it is fcarcely poflible for any Union to acce-
lerate, .and which has not been mterrupted
by the nature of her prefent connection
with England, which an Union is to alter
but by the remnant of .thofe prejudices

which it is to confirm,..

4 i T was




PREFACE,

I was unwilling to dwell upon fo dif-
agreeable a fubjet, by quoting the different
A&s of Parliament by which thofe penal
laws have been eftablifhed. Every man,
at all converfant in Irifh Hiftory, will fee
that I have been accurate in defcribing them:,
For every other fa, relating to the ftate of
Ireland and the nature of her leading par-
ties, I'acknowledge myfelf indebted to the
Author of Arguments for and agcmyi‘ an
Union confidered.

RECON-
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RECONSIDERATIONS, &c.

APAMPHLET, entitled < Arguments for and
againft an Union confidered,” which is generally af-
cribed to the pen of a perfon high in the confi-
dence of the Irith Government, authorifes us (I
mean the public unconne&ed with any political
party) to believe, that an Union of the Legifla-
tures of Great Britain and Ireland is now under
difcuflion by the leading characters of both king-
doms.

Yielding to the Author’s invitation to a tem-
perate agitation of this queftion, it ftruck me
as a matter of no fmall confequence in the firlt
ftep of the bufinefs, that there is an effential dif-
ference in the defcription of men who come under
this denomination in the two kingdoms,

" The
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The leading charaGlers of England may en}qyf
not onlv the confidence of the Government, “but

alfo that of the People at large ; this happinefs is
at prefent theirs beyond dlfpute, and whatever
may be the refult of their negociations in this moft.
important bufinefs, the, Englifh public, confcious
of the identity of their interefts, and the purity of
their motives, will probably reft fatisfied that they

havc done all that could be dqne
In Ireland it is quite otherwife.

On fuch dangerous ground I fhall not venture
one ftep beyond what the pamphlet I al]ude to will
bear me through. Every confequencc I draw [ha]l
be from the pofitions it affords ; I will ufe its
words in the very fenfe it ufes them ; wzth the ex-
a& meaning the context attaches to them. I do
not prefume to, fay, that I anfwer the arguments
it brings forward ; and though my refleétions upon
the fame fubje&t may fometimes lead me to an
oppofite_conclufion, I will keep it conftantly be-
fore my eyes, and look up to it as a fafe and fteady
light held out to guide us; not as one of thofe
malignant vapours which rife from the ﬁnks of
gorruption to lead the traveller aftray.  *

If my obfervations fhould prove any\ way ufc;
ful, 1 am confident thq profefled candour of its
Author
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Author will pardon me for differing from him in
opinion. I hope we have both the fame end in
view, though we travel to it by different roads,

Ireland is the weaker party; her welfare, if any
difoerdant interefts thould arife, naturally runs the
greater rifk in the negociation ; particularly {0, as
her leading charaéters to whom it is entrufted are
neceffarily men whofe interefts, paffions, and pre-
judices, muft be in oppofition to thofeof at leaft
three-fourths of the people they are called upon
to treat for. I take this as the proportion of the
Catholics to the Proteftants of Ireland, becaufe it
is adopted by the pamphlet, that my reafoning
may not be interrupted by any doubt of its pre-
mifes ; four or five to one I believe, from good
authority, to be nearer the truth. In this Protef-
tant fourth, which I affume for argument, are, no
doubt, included the Prefbyterians, who have no
fhare in the Proteftanechurch eftablithment. The
other religious Secs in Ireland are inconfiderable
in number. I take the Author’s fratement of pro-
perty for the fame reafon, though I believe it is
not a lhttle exaggerated, and if at any time it
fhould happen.to me to ufe' the word prejudices,
for what wtuld, more properly be termed reli-
gious perfuafien, it is not from any want of re-
fpect, but to fthew that even that fenfe which is
often wnfairly applied to it tal«.es away no claim
- B2 to

’



Pages 19,

[ra)
to refpet and confideration where it evidently has
no bad tendency, and 1s ur}conqucrably rooted in
the minds of men. '

Nine-tenths of the property of Irelond are in the
hands of the Proteftants, Jearcely a Fourth part of
the population, and all that is not infthe hands of
chis minotity 1s to be for ever disfranchifed; the
majority; whatever may be their property at pre-
fent, or in future, are excluded by /aw from the
legiflature and the great offices of the ftate, and 77
reality, 1 may fafely {ay that they are fhut out from
all the bonors and emoluments of it. _Thus, not
only is property degraded, and ftripped of the ad-
vantages whicl it 15 the efience of our conftitution
to attach to ity by coming iato the hands of the
majority of the people, but they are cut off from
many of the moft fertile fources of property itfelf.
Though it is allowed, that the wider it is. diftri-
buted among numbers, Of the greater the propor-
tion of the people participating of it in a ftate, the
more fecure is the government and property of
thatftate. The very large fums which are levied
yearly upon the whole of the people for the ufes
of governmenty but which are paid back to them
in the perfons of its fervants, are, in Ireland, re-
turned to a very limited defcription of 1ts inhabi-
tants; in fome cafes, this s the effle of exclufive

laws ; in others, becaule thefe emoluments, even
1o

{
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to the moft trifling, are given to parliamentary in-
Ruence, which three-fourths of them cannot have,
becaufe the Irifp Houfe of Commans was [framed withPage 23.
the fole view of excluding Roman Catholics. It 1s
evident, that the whole mafs of wealth in the
country in fome years undergoes this partial divi-
fion.* Thus is the difproportion of property to
numbers continually increafing in a moft rapid pro-
greflion, a dangerous one to all Furope, perhaps;

in its prefent ftate. In this manner are all honors

and emoluments referved to a’very fmall portion

of the country. The large majority of thofe who
contribute their full proportion to the exigencies

of the ftate, and more than their proportion of

men, I dare fay eight to one, to its defence, have
indeéd very lately been' allowed a vote for a re-
prefentative, with this expre/s provifo, that they

give it to one of thofe’ perfons who enjoy this

| * monopoly againft'them. Of this defeription are *Pages7,
thefe leading characters who are about making g e,
definitive bargain_for Ireland.—It requires not
much- political fagacity to perceive, that this ra-

dical vice ‘in'Government, with the paffions and
prejudices 'that begot it, and which it naturally
begets, and the monftrous inftitutions it muft have

5 # Thisds not, asa Memoire apon the fame fubject exprefles
it, the right hand fettling accounts with the left, but a forced
2and upnatural ftagnation of the nourifhing juices in one bloated
member, '

: recourfe

-
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‘lowed to exift init; and that laws which for a century
cramped the induftry of a people, debarredithem
from éducation, armed the brother againft the bro-
ther, and rewarded the {on for betraying the facher;
muft, for forne time, even after the better fenfe and

- humanity of government have repealed them, leave

a people poor, ignorant, with liclegefped for law,
and ferocious from. a lenfe of injury, . And if the,
higher clafles in {uch a ftage-havesbeen fupported
by laws of this kind, in 4 monopoly of power and

wealth, if they ftill {pcculatespon the exclufion of

three-fourths. of their countrymen upon religious
grounds ; though the( charges of corruption and
want of principle almoft“proverbially objeéted to
thele monopolifts,“niay be falfe, (as I hope they
are), yet we muft, acknowledge they would be

very natural (Confequences of fuch,a fyftem.

What doés this publication propofe ? Not to
complete the work of wifdom and humanity,
by renioving for ever the remaining caules
of thefe evils, but to entail them for ever upon
the country ; not .to change the nature of a go-
vernment confefledly bad, by the applicatioh of a
principle confeffcdly good, but to change the
name only by a political fophifimm. To unite this

| Page 52 uninatural gevernment, (I repeat the words of the

pamphlct,

-

recourfe to for its fupport, cannot but be effentially
detrimental to any ftate in proportion as it is.al-
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pamphlet, to deter us from acquieﬁ:i‘ng in its fenti-

ments) this Proteftant monopoly, which o party of thofe Page 57. -
Proteftants themfelves term unjuft and abfurd, which

great leaders of oppofition, who poffibly may be. the
future minifters of England, condemn ; to which.
Jfome. of the aftual memters of the Britifh cabinettare
Juppefed to be adverfe s to unite this {yftem, who/¢ Page 53.
policy is much doubted by the people of England, whofe
exiftence ¥s trecarious, refting upon accident, upon @

change of minifiers, upon the temper of @ Vice-Roy,

the death of a fingle man; to unite fuch a {yftem
irrevocably with the wifdom, juflice, and fair fame,

of the Britith parhament, to make it a pariner in

the fentiments which fuch principles of government

‘muft excite through all Europe; not to cut the root
- from which confpiracy aud revolt have fbot up with Page sz
tie profperity of Irelandy butto tranfplant it to the
heart of England, feems to ' be the fcope of the
- Union which it advifes the two countries to adopt.

-

i

To prove that unlefs the known caufe of all our
misfortunes and difgrace be removed, no altera-
tion of form; nor of name, will alter the nature
of the country; or give lafting peace and fecurity
to it ; gat an Union upon fuch a principle will
only unite the open’ and grounded difcontent of
freland to whacever caufes of complaint remain in
England; thatitwill lay both countries open to the
machinations of foreign and demettic enemies, and

y 7 create
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create in Treland new fources of difturbance, whill
it drains her of the little ftrength fhe has left, is.the
objett of the review I mean to make of the argu-
ments contained in this extraordinary pamphict,

1 fhall alfo endeavour to prove by the experi-
ence of other great countries, as well as by argu-
ment, that all religious diftin@ions may be abo-
lithed, the government reconciled to principle,
at the fame time that every human fecurity may
be given to the Proteftants of Ireland for their
church eftablifhment, their properties, and even
their preponderance in the ftate. This once done,
" the queftion of an Union, when the terms of it are
known, may be fairly difcuffed. |

Left I hauld be miftaken, or the drift of what
I advance mifinterpreted; (of what little confe-
quence foever my opinion may be), I think it right
to declare, that I am no enemy to this meafure,
provided it be a fair and broad Union, proved to
bé for the good of the whole country, and not a
narrow afid infidious Union, playing the fears of
one- fet ‘of men againft thole of -another, and
“avowedly brought forward for purpofes of party
and oppreflion. But if any other mode can be de-
vifed to remedy the inconveniencies of tWo {fove-
reign legiflatures, in queftions of public concerny

without the manifeft inconveniencies of an incor-
| : ‘ porating
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porating union, I believe, upon examination, fuch
a mode will be preferred. Till fuch time as the
terms are propofed we muft fufpend our judge-
ment upon its probable effects. The only, quef-
~ tion fairly before us, which now calls loudl)f for
inveftigation, is whether more than three-faurths
of the people of Ireland ought to be fhut out from
- the full and equal benefit of whatever conftitiition
fhe is to have, as the author of thefe Arguments
does not merely infinuate, but advances with a
 candor which at leaft does him fome honor;
whether in the prefent ftate of men’s minds all
over the world, there is not fome danger in ex-
cluding formally, three millions out of four, in
a detached country, from the juft and reafonable
rights which they fee their fellow-fubjects enjoy.
Would not fuch an a& of a legiflature, upon
which all Europe has its eyes, corroborate thofe
democratic principles which have loofened the
foundations of all fociety, furnith new argu-
ments to their emiffaries, and give fome colour to
the afperfions they fo profufely throw upon all efta-
blifhed governments? It is worth inquiring, whe-
ther it would not be poffible to act otherwife with-
out danger.

The idea of its being decided by force is very

* Pproperly given up as replete with mifchief. No page §,
: C country

¥
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' -Page 3.

Page 3,
Line' z.
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~ country can be fafely or advantageoufly kept by

force. The example of the whole world, all the
late tranfactions of it, are in proof of this affer-
tion. A poft for military or commercial pur-
pofes, fuch as Gibralter, may be worth keeping
at a great unproductive expence; but.to keep a
nation fo, and make one-fourth of the inhabitants
a garrifon againft the remainder would be ruinous;
and anfwer no end, if it were feafible. Itis an
error to think military governments may be in
oppofition to. general opinion, of all others they
take molt pains to conciliate it, at leaft: Lewis
XIV. and the great Frederic did.

The firft maxim laid down is, that every inde-

pendent fociely, or Jate has a right 1o, propoje the

means which appear mofp probable for the attainment
of the bappinefs of its people, confiftent with its duties
and obligations. But what duties and obligations
can'be-in- oppofition to the happinefs of the peo-
ple? Jalus populi fuprema lex. — This is a large
conceflion, and might lead fpeculative. men to
advance, if they thought it would contribute to
the “happinefs of the people, that feparation and
independency ought to be maintained at all bazards.
When this is fupported by qusting the right the
Spanifh Netherlands had to feparate from the
Spanifh government, becaufe they were opprefled,
we fall infenfibly into the maxim we certainly have

B+ | | often
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often enough heard reprobated; that maxim which
- brought its author to the dungeon of Olmutz.
Leinfurreltion eff le plus fuint des devoirs.

The admiffion of this principle, however, puts
the difcuffion on the faireft poflible fdoting,'and
I believe firmly the application of it in its fulleft
extent would rather ftrengthen than endanger a

- fair conneétion with England.

The * cafe of the Sabinés can afford us very
little inftruction: what two inconfiderable towns
did above two thoufand years ago cannot ferve as
an example for two great nations in our times,
But of this we may be precty “fure, that the
Romans never made the renunciation of their
worfhip a prelimenary article of union with the Sa-
bines. They weére the people in the world, who
f incorporated moft nation with their own; but in
_ every cafe were not only the new fubjeéts admitted
 into their government, but their gods found a place
- 1n their temples. ~ Their incorporating members of
i'di'ftant countries with their ftace has always been

* From the accounts which the papers give of the gal-
lantry of the Britith Militia with the fair as well as in the
~ field one would imagine they had read Mr. C’s pamphlet, and

- Were imitating the Romans, in fettling the. preliminaries of
;jlnion with the Sabincs.

N
B, S Ca reckoned

.
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Page 4.

Page 5.

clofely conneéted, fhould confider - well whether
they could not carfy on their bufinefs more to theif

-

f a1 SR, ’ﬁl
reckoned among the principal caufes of theit -
downfal.—I think it is Montefquieu fays, that, as
the ftate extends, the number of its fenators
thould be diminithed. This would rather make 1
againft the policy of increafing the number of
Britifh fenators, by admitting the Irith, and add-
ing the difcuffion of the bufinefs of Ireland to that
of the immenfe territories over which Britifh pow-
er or Britith influence extend. ‘

The Heptarchy of England affords no ufeful
ground of comparifon in the prefent cale of Ire-
land ; their fituation, fmall, undivided by nature,
with few complicated and no clafhing interefts, and
the difference in the ftate of the world at that period.
take away all points of fimilitude. ~Wales was uni-
ted by conteft, but its wifc conqueror did not
deem attention to their prejudices beneath his dig= '
nity, nor conciliation and due conceffion weaknefs
of government. The cafe of Scotland will be
treated more fully hereafter.

if an Union is to be compared to a partnerfhip
in trade, two houfes in a feparate fituation, but

mutual advantage under feparate firms, than by
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it did not proceed from fome family difagreements,
and whether both credit and capital did not increale
in proportion as thofe difputes were forgotten; but
if the clerks and fervants of the houfe were found
to have fomented thefe domeftic quarrels, it would
be very wife to difcharge them. Above all, it
thould take care not to be dazzled by the exten-
five concerns and fplendid income of its future
partner, the other fide of his books fhould be
carefully examined. If it found there immenfe
debts contracted in fpeculations, of no one of which
any thing now remained but the embarrafiment,
under the heads of Balance of Europe, Dutch bar-
riers, Succeffion to the crown of Spain, American
colonies, that the houfe was ftill deeply embark-
ing itfelf in fuch fpeculative plans at an incalcula-
ble expence, that its habits were far from econo-
mical, its fervants not very difinterefted, its con-

" neftions unable to fhare in the expence of their

joint ventures: the comparifon drawn from trade
would not be in favour of an Union.

The American Union, which is juftly praifed Page 6.

in the following fheets of the pamphlet, contra-
diéts the affertion, that an Union pre-fuppofes that
the contracting States thall be bound together by
the fame conftitution, laws, and government.
Each of the United States has referved its confti-
tution, laws, government, and religious regula-

tions,
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tions, and deputed te the Sovereign Aflembly a
power only in queftions of general intereft. Scot-
land has preferved her religious eftablifhment in
oppofition to that of England, and an epifcopal
party at home.

The inferiority of Ireland in civilization, agri-
culture, commerce, manufaltures, worals, manners,
effablifbments, conflitution, and the. [uperiority of
England—is lefs a reproach to Ireland than to the
nation under whofe influence, I might fay undep
whofe government fhe has been brought up. The
people of Ireland, till within thefe few years, were
not admitted into Proteftant {chools, were not
allowed to have fchools of their own, nor to be
educated abroad. The merit of every govern-
ment is to be ap'prec\iatcd by the ftate of its fub-
je&ts. If Ireland has made any progrefs, it is
{ince fhe has afferted fome degree of independence
of England fince 1780. In the reputation of the
armies and navies of Great Britain, Ireland cannot
be denied a confiderable fhare; fhe has furnithed
to both in this war upwards of 200,000 men.

The confpiracies, infurreftions, and rebellions, whick
bave difgraced us, proclaim qur defefls in civilization
and policy—but do they not proclaim to every in-
telligent mind the thameful inattention, the politi-
cal ignorance, or the oppreflion of the government

: under
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under v;.rhofc abfolute control Ireland exifted for

many centuries. Our religious difcontents and
jealoufies have been our bane, and to cure them an
Union 1s propofed to us on the bafis of perpetua-
ting the exclufion of three-fourths of the nationon
account of their religious principles. |

Would you advife a fon uneducated, unimproved,
injured by bad habits, and bad companymto marry
the perfon under whofe influence he had fallen
into fo difgraceful a fituation, and to make over
to her the management of his perfon and eftates ;
would you adopt for him the plan under which he
contracted his vices, or that under which he be-
gins to give better hopes. May not the recent
misfortunes ‘of Ireland, upon calm confideration,
be afcribed to a relapfe,sinto prejudices and habits
contracted during its former ftate? or rather to the
efforts of a party, to force on us again our childifh
tramels which we had outgrown ?  This accounts
for the union of all defcriptions of men in the
late oppofition to government,

The remnant to religious diftinGtion furnithed
that difcontent upon which fa®ious men are ever
at work, and without which they have no profpe&t
of fuccefs. Would Scotland be fo inacceflible to
their attempts, if the Prefbyterians there were
treated like the Catholics in Ireland?  And what

difference
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difference is there between an Irifhiman and a
Scotchman, that the religion of the one fhould be
treated with refpect, that of the other with con-
tempt? But is the reafon to be fought in the reli-
gion itfelf; that of Ireland is not lefs ancient, lefs
noble, lefs extenfive; the greatet men and the
greateft nations of Europe have never been
afhamed of profeffing it; it is not lefs fafe; it has
long exifted in monarchies and in republics; the
firlt duty it inculcates is obedience to the power of
the {tate.

From Switzerland and Germany innumerable
proofs can be drawn, that there is nothing in the
religion of Roman Catholics incompatible with
the freeft forms of government, All Europe is
a proof of their attachment and loyalty to their
kings and the eftablifhed governments of their
country. In any other part of the world but
England it would be rediculous to fpeak of the
fear of the Pope’s jurifdition ; but of that fear and
of his power and interference I fhali have occafion
to {peak hereafter.

Our agriculture and our trade were making a
moft rapid progrefs, and beganto improve from
the moment that an intermiffion in this phrenzy
of religious prejudice allowed us to follow our
own interefts, by taking off the reftraints which

clogged
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clooged the induftry and damped the fpirit of the

nation. It is 'a laughable thing to hear great
' flatefmen, men whofe profound political know-
~ ledge is the conftant fet off againft their avowed
- immorality and want of principle, to hear {uch
‘ politicians talk of ferving their country by taking
from three-fourths of the inhabitants of it, their
incitements. to induftry and exertion.

o i s R o

~ The next affertion we meet cannot be contra-
dicted,

The ftate into which the exorbitant, convulfive pyge g,
power of France has thrownall Eurape, does cer-
tainly command every nation to came forward
with all its-energy ; no portion of the population of
any country can now be withheld from an hearty
co-operation in defence of all that is dear to fociety,
out of campliment to any party, or to any pre-
judice. And is it fair to tell men, that they muft
{pill the laft drop of their blood, and {pend their

- laft fhilling, for a caufe in which they are not al-

~ _lowed an equal intereft with thofe of the fame rank
of life by whofe fide they are fighting? Is it gene-

. rous? Is it becoming a nation, the example as:

~ well as ahe proteCtrefs of Europe? Will the
heart of an Englifhman diétate, or his hand fign
fuch a contract ?

B\ D T cannat
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I cannot repeat it too often—the Union is afe-
condary queftion—Give the people of Ireland
caufe to be content. They may be fatisfied by
an Union, they may be fatisfied without. it, but
until they are, no form of government will avail.
Do not liften to thofe idle ill tempered exclama-
tions, The people of Ireland never/can be fatf-
fied! Afk yourfelves calmly, Hasa fair trial ever
been made? Afk yourfelves—not what has been
done, but what remains-to be done? Do not
take the trouble of removing any man from your
ftate prifons to your council chamber, to afk him,
whether the people feel their grievances, or would
give the value of a drop of ink to have them re-
moved. God has not made two feparate fets of
feelings for his creatures. Look into your own
hearts, and afk,.what would you feel, if to-mor-
row yourfelves, your children, your friends were
to be degraded to in the fituation of Irifh Roman
Catholics: excluded from the legiflature, from
the honours, the confidence, the emoluments of
their country, their only fhare in it, a vote
for the men who exclude them. Go no
farther.—Read there the anfwer of the 'Irifh
Roman Catholics to your queftion. Is it no
injury to exclude them from the great offices
of the flate, becaufe they have no chance of get-

ting them ? How many of thofe great men who

were
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 were prefent when this queftion was afked, have
rifen from conditions in life as low as that of any
Roman Catholic ? How many of their family have
they dragged forward with them? How many
Roman Catholics can boaft of as high defcent and
as good education, as the proudeft amongft them 2
Are the great prizes to be taken out of the lottery
becaufe there are fo many chances againft drawing

them ; and are the tickets to be fold at the fame
price ? '

In page 8, Tam fent to France, to Repub-
lican France, for leflons of political wifdom and
juftice ; to feek in French fraternization a model
for uniting Ireland. But difguft fhall not hinder
me from drawing information from every fubject—
Brabant, Holland, Sardinia, all the French con-
quefts, do give important leflons. Contempt for

the privileges and the religious prejudices of the

. country, military execution, an infaruated obftinacy
in maintaining in their places, a governor, and

- minifters, perfons the moft obnoxious to the people
gave Brabant to France. The name of Re-union

- noralltheir 700,000 meninarms, cannot keep them
from revolting againft the tyranny of France; and
will not (I'am no prophet, and yet I'fortel it) keep
them to France, unlefs the adopt a better fyftem.

- Partialiaty in the diftribution of favours, national
hatjﬁd between Savoy and Piedmont, opened Sa-
b, “ i : D a voy
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voy and let in ruin on the King of Sardinias=
Interior difcontent prepared the way for them into
Holland;—a monopoly of power, _honourj..and
emeluménts, 1AtO Bcrne;—a'provinci.al"govern-
ment, diftant from the feat of empite, into Mi-
lan and the ftates of Venice. Thefe.are the ax-
joms of politics ‘which French conquefls are illuf-
, trating to the world. Perhaps weimay alfo foon
have to learn from them, (that=their annexing
countries with the name of Union—is not uniting
them. Great Britain would ‘be this day as open
as evel to the intrigues and attacks of France,
though a roll of parchment, endorfed Articles of
Union, h:d been anterchanged between their
commiffioners, if the'Church-of-England party n
Scotland had. by thofe articles pretended to ex-
clude the Prefbyterian religion, not only from any
church eftablithment, but from any (hare in the
civil government ; while, the people were forced

BT DR [y e ——_

to pay bifhops whom they execrated, and priefts
whom they. could not liften to. Any thing in
the fhape of meer toleration would not have unit-
ed the two kingdoms. :

Page g; « The avenue 10 difunion muft be clofed, but not
with parchment deeds, We.too often miftake
the inftrument of government for the ftrength of
“it. Well indeed does ‘France know. the adage,
Dum finguli pugnant univerfi ViBCUntur and gre’i’t

vt muft
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muft be her joy te fee us governing by rarties,
fpilling our blood, and wafting our treafure, in re-
ligious difputes, while we are offering our fubfi-
dies to a nation among the very firlt of Europe,
yet in riches, number, and quality of inhabitants,
fcarcely equal to that we are {fo wantonly ruining.
Pruffia, that can arm four hundred thoufand men,
is not a country equal to Ireland; her fubjects,
when Frederic triumphed over Furope, were not
rated at any thing near five millions;—her climate
is inferior, her ports are not to be compared, her
foil not fo good, her towns not near {o confid:rable.
But France will fooner drag the Pope from his
cloifter at Sienna, and fet him up again, with his
~ treble crown upon his head; to icare us from our
own interefts, than fuffer us to recover our fenfes
and come forward in.the plenitude of our power —
What is our power to her, when that Medufa’s
head can paralyfe fo large a portion of our people,
or turn their arms-again{t each other ?

If an Union may be defirable between 1wo indepen- Page 1¢.
dent kingdoms, it nuft be mofi defirable where fuch

two kingdoms are united under the fovereign, and

bave feparate legifiatures.

T_-iic general pofition of this argument would
apply as well to Hanover, or to Corfica, when it
had George the Thlrd for kmfz, as to Ireland.

The
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The particular deducions from it are rather
againft an Union. The inconveniences of a ca-
pital out of the country, of abfentees, and rents
carried away ; of jealoufy and faflion ; would be
increafed by it. This reafoning carried to its ex-
tent would be for a feparation. I admit that there
cannot exift a full ftate of fecurity without fome
reafonable certainty that all parts of the empire
will purfue the fame fyflem ; though Hanover is
at peace while we, fubjects of thedame fovereign,
are at war. It were much to be wifhed that the
American government, or the German union, or
the wifdom of our legiflators, could furnifh us
with fome plan to enfure co-operation on general
fubjects, and leave each ftate independent in its
own concerns, regulating them .by treaty when
they interfered.

Scotland is next brought in proof. We are
taught that, du the fituation which that country beld
previous to the Union, dees Ireland fland at prefent.

I muft make thefe few exceptions :

The crown of Ireland is by exprefs ftatutes an-
nexed to, and dependent gn, the crown of England;
the King of England is ipfo fatto King of Ireland.—
The crown of Scotland was by exprefs ftatute fepa=

7 rate
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} rate from, and independent of, the crown of Eng-
. Jand; and the Kign of England /0 faito not King

of Scotland; unlefs certain condition were previ-
oully complied with.

This put the two nations in the neceflity of
choofing' between an union and a total feparation.
No fuch neceflity in the cafe of Ireland. The King
of Ireland refides in England ; but the Scots paflfed
a law, that their next King fhould refide at home.

Ireland has a Vice-Roy.—Scotland had none.

Scotland had a martial people, long in habits of
~ war with England, and of alliance with her greateft
| enemies, full of the glory and rivalthip of her fe-
parate dominion.—Ireland fcarcely remembers to
~ have been 2 feparate ftate, has no allies but thofe
z of England, never has been a rival power.

:

Scotland is not feparated from England.—Ireland
- is feparated bya barrier impaffable frequently for
. weeks together, always uncertain and inconve-
* A p :

. _ |

1 Scotland was then very poor,—Ireland is grow -
- ing faftinto riches. |

, t ‘ ; 2
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In Scotland, the religion of the people was
permittedto be the religion ‘of the country - it
was not barely tolerated, but eftabiithed and con-
firmed, by -all that human wifdom could devife,

before the articles of Union were difculled 10

Parliament. y

In Ireland, the religion of the -people is. not
permitted to be the religion of ‘the country : it i
{carcely tolerated ; the religion of a fmall mino=
rity (a political phenomenon) s the eftablithed
religion of the ftate.

The people of Ireland are excluded from a
fhare in the government, on account of their reli-
gion—and this excliion is made the bafis of the
Union which this pamphlet propofes. ]

A war between Scotland and England was, as 1t
were, declired, if an Union did not take place.

A war with Ireland is not probable if the
people are fatisfied, though no Union fhould take
place—end is to be feared, though an Union
fhould take place, if the caules of difcontent are
not removed,

The influence of England, which is next taken .

notice of, is not lefs likely to be complained of
' after
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after the Union than before. It certainly is ne-
ceffary for the Britith Cabinet to induce the Irifb
Parliament to agree to its meafures, or to explain
for the benefit of country gentlemen, to have a cer=
tain majority in the Irifh Parliament. The Briafh
minifters have feldom found any great difficulty
in procuring fuch a majority; the patronage of
the crown has not been found infufficient to enfure
it in almoft every cafe; in the Regency bufinefs it
was not deficient, the only queftion was from

what fide it was to flow, and fome people guelfed
wrong.

Immediately after we find that, ome million of rage 124
the rents of abfentees are [pent in Englanc—but will
lels be {pent when all the bufinefs of Ireland
is tranfalted there ? A Viceroy difpofing of the pa-
tronage of the crown, one exceutive, one prefiding ca-
binet, all the other ties already exilting between
the two kingdoms, are rather arguments againft
the neceflity of any other connetion than the
prefent. I do not believe the inefficacy to do
good in the government of Ireland les in the na-
ture of its conne&tion with England, but in the
nature of the parties which England allows to pre-
ponderate in the Irith legiflature ; parties which
fhe almoft féems to have bargained with for the
govem—.ent‘.‘; If better men are confulted, and
begeer. meafures propofed, has not the Britifh

& ’ E cabinet
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cabinet power to fupport them in the Irith Houfes

of Parliament ?  If the prefent men and the prefent

meafures arc adopted, will not the Britifh cabinet
have power to continue to fupport them in the
Englith Boufes of Parliament as it does in the
Irith 2 By whatever means thefe men influence
the Englith minifter at prefent, by fimilar means
may they influence him hereafter.

I have already admitted ‘the inconvenience
which might refult from the indepedence of the
Irith Parliament, in ca‘ ir fhould declare againit
meafures where the whole empire is concerned,
and which the Britifh Parliament had adopféd.e-
Not that it fhould exbort the King to make wary as
we are told ; which would be no more than any
county petition for war. It might, indeed, offer
fubfidies for making war when England was at
peice—a cafe not likely to happen. One more
poffible, is, that it might refufe fubfidies for a
war that England was engaged in; that it might
declare againft treaties, and refufe to ratify com-

“mercial articles. Thefe certainly are inconveni-

ences, but examples of this nature have not
often occurred. They are, I think, the {fole
ones, for which at firt fight an Union feems the
only and neceffary remedy. But we want a cure for
the immediate evils under which Ireland labours.

Which of them rings from a want of unity in.
4 s . the
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the Britith empire ? The councils of Ireland have
been dire¢ted by a Britifh cabinet, and as little op-
pofed, much lefs even, than if they had been debated
in an Englifth- Parliament. I am no enemy toa
fair Union, but | am convinced that it 1s not the
cure for our prefent calamities, which are of fuch
a nature as may exift with it, or may be reme-
died without it. But as this meafure is already
admitted to carry with it fome inconveniences,
- and will be proved to have more, it is worth
confidering, whether they may not be provided
againft at the fame time that a remedy is found for
thofe which refult from the co-exiftence of two
independent legiflaturés. If it could be done, all
the neceffary advantages, and fuch as an Union
alone could give, would be procured ; all the dif-
advantages, that would follow it, avoided; and
the wifdom of the Britifh Cabinet and Irith Par-
liament left free to remedy the evils, that are not
neceflarily dependent on the nature of the con-
netion with England, which are thofe that Ire-
land feels moft feverely.

I am very far from thinking myfelf capable of
propofing a {yltem likely to be adopted ; but I fup-
pofe, for experiment fake, a provifion could be made
for every poffible cafe in which the interefts of the
two countries are fo entangled, thata divifion of
fentiments in the two parliaments would be detri-

E 2 mental
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mental to the common caufe. That upon all thofe
queftions, the enumerating and ftating of which
would require great political knowledge, a.pro-
portionate influence fhould be given to the votes
of Irilh members deputed @7 hoc to the Britifh
parliament, Or that thefe queftions;. which may
be called imperial queftions, being difcufled in the
Irith parliament the refult may have the weight of
---- votes in the Englith Houfe of Commons and
of ---- votes in the Englith Houfe of Peers. If
the peers and commons of Ireland were propor-
tioned in number with thofe of England, in a ratia
of the fize, riches, and population of Ireland, the
end would be anfwered by fimply adding up the
votes in the two parliaments.

This {ort of voice, in deliber tive affemblies, is
not without example in the droit publique of Ger-
many, and the United Netherlands. It has been
found ofien inefficient in the former, from the
number of ftates cancerned, but in the cafe of
two ftates under the fame fovereign it appears
much more practicable.

It is an innovation in Eangland, but not a great-

er one than an incorporating union, NOr a more.

unbecoming one than to fee Englith members vo-
ting upon an Irith turnpike-biil, or Irifh mem-
bers upon a bridge in Kent,

| ' Tam



[ 99 1

I am aware of another difficulty, even in quef-
tions not imperial, it would be an embarraffing
circumftance, if the majority of the Irith parli-
ament oppofed a minifter whom the majority of
the Britith parliament fupported. This is a pof-
fible cafe, but in my opinion not a probable one,
becaufe the means which a minifter is in poffef-
fion of to induce the parliaments to purfue the
fame line of action are very well proportioned to
that end.

It muft be remembered that this idea is capable

of infinite modification; it may perhaps liad to
fomething ufeful.

Contributions, to the navy, army, and the com-
mon burthens of the ftate, might be here regu-
lated, as well as fuch a'rangements of trade, as
might by degrees operate as an Union would,
without any fudden change. Here may, perhaps,
be the place to obferve, that though Ireland is not
fpecially pledged for the debt of England; yet,
if it were poflible a bankruptcy fhould take place
in England, both individually and nationally, Ire-
land, through every clafs of her inhabitants, would
feel, in a great degree, the effeéts of it.

As the property of the two countries is very
much intermixed, without derrogating from the

¥
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dignity of Irith peerage, or the fovereignty of the
pation in its own concerns, fome mode might be
ftruck out, on the fame plan, for appeals, more
agreeable to Englith fubjeéts, whofe property
may frequently be the object of them, than one
folely to the Irifh Houfe of Peers.

This plan, or a fimilar one, has alfo this
inappreciable advantage, by. its- means, with-
" out any furrender of independence, a complete
guarrantee may be given to the Proteftant in-
tereft in Ireland againft their reafonable fears
for their church-eftablithment, and their very
groundlefs fears for  their property " on the
fcore of old claims, by placing thefe queftions
among the general conflitutional concerns of
the empire. - Many other advantages might be
drawn, I think, from fome plan of this nature.
Tt would add to the dignity of Ireland, by giving
her a proportional influence in the concerns of the
Britith empire, without any facrifice or furrender
of het independence. It would be lefs derroga-
tory ‘to that of the Britifh parliament, and lefs
inconfiftent than the admiffion of any number of
Irifls commoners and peers to vote upon queftions
which, nine times in ten, would be foreign to
them. ’

The
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The parliament of Ireland could not then endanger Page

or diffolve the -empire by its oppofition, nor JSubjelt
ifelf to the imputation of corruption, and [ubfey-

viency 10 the Britifb cabinet by its forbearance, asis -

objedled.

The Union of the parliaments would not hinder
Ireland from being a conftant theme for parties to
difcant upon, as long as glaring abufes did fub-
fift.  As the queftion could no longer be fhifted
from before it, if I do not miftake, this incon-
venience would exift in a much greater degree,
Addrefles would continually be pouring in from
every county in Ireland, and fuch complaints
brought before parliament as their humanity could
not difmifs, nor the multiplicity of their bufinefs
allow them to difcufs. How far the charges, upon
members of the Britith Parilament, of palliating
treafon, nourifbing difcountent, and almoft vindicating
rebellion, which are made, (Page 14,) are well
placed, or becoming the refpeét due at all times,
but more efpecially in thefe, to members of the
legiflature, whatever their opiniens may be, is
foreign to my purpofe. The oppofition of yel-
terday may be the minifters of to-day; fuch a
charge and fuch a fentence on one fide neceflarily
implies. the power of judging and pronouncing on
the other in the fame manner. It may {erve party
{pleen, bur does not ferve the caufe of govern-

ments.
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ments. It was a wife maxim of Cicero, in his

Amicitia, ““to be enemies as if you were one day
to be friends.”

Page 14. We return to Scotland. It feems to me, thdt
fhe was weaned from her partiality to France as
early as the time of Queen Mary, much more by
the efforts of that Queen, fupported by the
princes of Guife, her uncles, againft the reforma-
tion, than by the fubfequent Union. The refpect
paid to the religion of the people ftopped the
progrels of French influence, which began to re-
vive in favour of the Houfe of Stuart. Not-
withftanding which, “two rebellions took place
there fince the Union,

It cannot be denied, that a connetion did,
as 1s advanced, exift between France and Ireland
in the begining of this century: about the mid-
dle of it the pretender was driven from France,
who fince that period, took very little concern
in the affairs of 2 man, who, indolent and befot-
ted, took little intereft in them himfelf. T amig-
Page 14, Norantwhether he ever named the Roman Catholic
Line 22. hithops; but I am very fure he did not name them
in concert with the French court, which cared
very little about the nomination ofthofe places which
gave neither power nor revenue.,

We
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We may now fay there exifts neither pretender

nor no pope, whofe influence in Ireland or Eng-
land any ferious man can affe& to dread.

No doubt a connetion with France bas latey been Page 14.
renewed ; but thofe who took the lcad in it were of
all defcriptions, but perfons chiefly Prefbyterians
and Proteflants.  Of five men who compofed See re-
the Diretory, four were Proteftants, althoughp_om’
of any other five men in the country, four
were Catholics.  There is no novelty in the prin-
ciple of that conneion; every difcontent is an
invitation to an enemy, and the French and every
enemy to Great Britain will ever have their ears
open to {uch an invitation. [ fear much they never
will ceafe to intrigue in Ireland, as we are informed
they do, whillt it remains in its prefent ftate.
But will an Union, upon fuch a narrow prin-
ciple as is propofed, alter that ftate for the bet-
ter #. Will the pcople of Ircland welcome exclu-
fion and degradation from a Britith, mere than
from an Irith parliament? It is dangerous, it is
almoft treafon; againft the caufe of all regular fo-
ciety, attacked asit is by powerful enemies, to trifle
in this manner with the feelings of three millions of
prople by cxcluding them from thofe rights for
which we call upon them to rifk their lives.

We are now to fuppofe az Union, wupon fair ayd
equitable pr:’ncip/e;, not fuch an gne as we have
Y F been
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been {peaking about, framed, like the Irith parlia-
ment, (as 1find by page 25, line 16,) to exclude
three-fourths of the Irith people; and in this
manner the advantages of it are fummed up.

Page 1c4  The monarch remains in England, “the abfentees
tncreafe, London (already fwelled to an unatural
fize,) is the general refort for bufinefs, for advance-
ment, for pleafure.  What becomes of Dublin,
perhaps now the third city in Europe? So far 1
fee but the difadvantages of our prefent fituation
augmented. Now, what is England to gain; a
mixture of Irifbmen in ber cabinet! The influence,
weight, and ability, of Irifb members in ber parlia-
menty, and a transfer 1o them of all our party con-
#efts I Britifh faltion would ceafe to fpeculate in
Ireland ; but would the fpirit of it be extinguifhed
in England?

The moft important queftion now comes to be
confidered; and I here fuplicate the attention of
every man who has any regard for the welfare of
the Britifh empire, I conjure him to tread with
caution, where war and ruin follow clofe upon his
fteps, and no retreat is Ieft, 2

France, it is aflerted, could no longer fpeculate on
Page 83. the nature of our diftinél govermient and parlia-
ment.  To give us a falfe idea of the fpeculations

of
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of France is to miflead us in our oppofition to
them  Was there any thing like fpeculating upon
our diftinét government and parliament in her deligns
upon Ircland?  Was our Vice-Roy to be made an
independent prince? Were our commons or peers
to be preferved? no, the firft ftep was to fweep off
Vice-Roy, commons, and peers, as completely
as an Union will. So far her {peculations are
rather helped by this Union.

French influence in Ireland is by all parties ac-
knowledged to be the greateft misfortune which
can happen.

The wildeft fpirit of revenge and refiftance, the
moft cogent neceflity, could not overcome this
{entiment in the late rebellion. The affitance of
~France was bargained for with a degree of cau-
tion which fhews fome principle of patriotifm ;
and offered with a readinefs, and to an extent,

which muft convince us the obje® will not eafily
be relinquifhed,

Of late, the theory of infurre®ion has almoft
forced itfelf wpon every fpeculative mind. A pro-
vince, diftant from the feat of empire, is much
more lable to the intrigues of an enemy, than one
that has it in its centre,

Fa Not
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Not only the judgement and action .of a0~
vernment is more prompt, but the influence .of
its. members in their different diftricts: their
confequence as a part of the ftate, keep ‘them,
their families, and their friends, awake to its
dangers. -What would the ficuation, of Irelind
have been, if more of its rich inhabitant having
been drained off, (an admitted confequence of the
Union,) the grand juries and county-meetings had
been compofed of fewer men of rank and pro-
perty s the yeomanry with fewer gentlemen at
its head, or in its ranks: not one member of the
legiflatute in any county; in this inftance, their
parliamentary duty, in"moft others their -inclina-
tion, would ‘keep them away; the fheriffs and
grand jury men adminiftering eftates not their own,
who had more to hope than to fear from a change,
In cafe of a feparation, how much cafier to dif-
pole of ‘1coablent legiflators, than of oo on the
fpat, fupported by their families, friends, adhe-
rents, and dependents, poffeflfed of all thé local
advantages and refources of the country in which
they refided.—— W hat could the country gentlemen
of Francesdo for their monarch, when tae fhort
I}g,lltcd policy, and jealous {pirit of defpotifm,
had diawn them from their cafiles to the court P~
What could the moft loyal provinces do without
them ; efpecially when the whole landed influence
was thus put into the hands of men, whofe firft with

was
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was to pbﬁ'efs thofe eftates to which they had been
ftewards?.  Will the cafe be different in Ireland ?
Already, it is not the money the abfintees draw
from that country that is the real injury they do
_her, but the influence of their great poileflions,
dormant, or left in hands very unfit to exercife it;
by which means, a {pecies of men half educated, with
2ll the obftinacy and prejudice of ignoranqe, are in
trulled with power as magiftrates, and recommend
- themfelves to notice by making a viclent ufe of
it. W hat will be the cafe if fuch an Union tak:s
place 2 Will the ftation of gentlemen growing
upon the {oil, with all their interefts centered
in it, be {upplied by tradefmen, who, with one
ftroke of a pen, tranfport their property from Cork
to Conftantinople. The Spaniards fay, no man
fhould be praifed till afier his death; no political
meafure fhould be judged ull time had thewn its
full effect. Cardinal Richlieu is reckoned a great
ftatefman, the favorite of kings, becaufe he fapped
the foundations of ariftocracy. The author of an
Union with Ireland may pafs for a great ftatef-
man; but time muft decide, whether the men
and power he-has drawn from Irelind were not
better left in their proper pofts ; whether by re-
moving the prefent inconveniences, like Richlieu,
he does not<eventually let in others of a much
greater magnitude. What may not be apprehen-
dedyeif three-fourths of the people are for ever ex-

cluded
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cluded by it frem the legiflature; deprived.of all
Page 30, hope in the prefent order of things? for the open-
ing, le/t fo cautionfly to be ufed by Proteflants," can-
not found a hope in the moft fanguine breaft © Will
they not be ftimulated to wifh for a change, by
the heart-rending comparifon with the maaner in
which the religion of Scotland was treated ? — A
religion certainly not more friendly to monarchy
in 1ts theory and difcipline, than that, whofe firft
principle 1s obedience to the powers that are.—
Will there be no fore left that an artful foe might
irritate 2~ Will the remembrance of former inde-
pendence be fo eafily wiped away from the minds
of thofe who fhared in'it? Will all Irith pride,
and Irifh feeling, be fhipped off to England with

" her legiflature 2—They are fhallow politicians, un- -
founded in the rudiments of the very fcience they
profefs, who reafon upon man in {ociety as an ab-
ftratt quantity, divelted of the feelings, the paf-
fions, the weaknefles of man; ignorant artificers’!
who reckon upon the full force of their power,
without confidering the refiftance which the uni-
verfal principle of nature has put inits way. This
{pecies of chamber-ftatefmen, who think that no-
thing more is neceffary to make a law, than to pafs
it through the ufual forms, have been the caufe of
much mifchief. From the material Ruffian, whofe -
feelings extend little beyond the preffure of exter-
nal objelts on his fibres, to the fenfitive Italian,
: 5 ~whofe
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- who'e being is imagination—from the vain French-
"man, irritably alive to the opinion of mankind, to
‘the proud Spaniard, ifolated in his opinion of
himfelf~—from the cool, difpaffionate, philofophic,
Englilhman, calmly adopting the changes which
he is taught to believe are right, to the enthufiaflic
native of Ireland, invincibly attached to the opi-
nions of his fore-fathers; how many nice thades of
difcrimination will not that legiflator be ruled by,
who has ftudied his fcience in the onlv book which
contains its true principles,—the human heart—
1 do not pretend to afcribe it to climate, nor to
any other particular caufe, but every people, like
every foil, has its peculiar genius, which will not
be thwarted, and which muft be confulted in the
mode of cultivation which we apply toir. Lewis
the fourteenth, and the Czar Peter, were both
great mch; a few yards of red and blue ribbon
had as great an effeCt in Paris as the Knout in

Peterfburgh.

How eafily will that government be conduéted,
which is in unifon with the feelings of its fubjeds ;
the flighteft fymbol of legal authority will enfure
obedience and refped, without having recourfe,
on every petty occafion, to that parade of force,
Wwhich, like the capital of a great banker, is only
held out to view when his credit is failing.

Suppofing

IR TR -
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Suppofing (what I have yet feen no reafonto ad-
mit) an encreafe of wealth, confequence, abilily, and
power, frem an Union; it will no more tend'to encreafe
the fecurity of the empire, as long as any germ of
difcontent is left, than an increafe of blood, ani-
mal fpirits, and ftrength, will be fafe in a confli-
tution which contains a radical and moreal vice.

Ireland, in its prefent fituation, might have
fome of the inconvenicnces of imperium in imperio,
fhould the influence of the Britifh cabinet be oppo-
fed in irs parliament, in a queftion of general can-
cern.  But by referring the decifion of all fuch
queftions to the Britifh fenate, with a due allow-
ance of weight to Irifh votes; this inconvenience
is avoided ; and with very little change, the con-
(titution of Great Britain and Ireland would have

every advantage of the American Union, with all
thofe of an hereditary monarchy.

The tendernefs of the Americans for every
man’s right to his own thoughts upon abftraét
fubjedts, .their refpect for the religious opinions of
the majority in each flate, well deferve all the
encomiums the author of this pamphlet beftows
upon them. In this way only can all religious
ftruggle and animofity be prevented, and pro-
pesty fecured, by replacing government upon its

proper
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proper bafis. Thus in the words of Wathington,
which are quoted, /e the conjiitution, which you
now prefent, be the refult of a [pirit of amity, and
of that mutual deference and conceffion which the
peculiarity of our political fituation renders indi/-
penfable,”’

Having followed the author of this moft in- page 143
fiructive pamphlet (perhaps too diffufely) through
the general topics, which the queftion. of an
Union naturally fuggefts, I return with him now
to examine the arguments which refult from the
particular fituation of Ireland, as to its property,
its effablifbments, and religions divifions. In the
application of the general principles to the par-
ticular cafes, the fame matter neceffarily recurs,
- and fome indulgence may be expefted for un-
~avoidable repetitions. The method and order of
' thefe Reconfiderations are not my choice, fo
- much of their merit or defects I have no fhare in:
* Nor is it my fault that the religious diffentions of

Ireland have taken fo much place; I followed the
| line of argument laid down. No part of the bu-

linefs to me appears {o important, yet none of
- the writings, upon a projected Union, which have .

fallen into my hands, feem to have confidered them
in the fame light. I had rather the reafonable
claims of the majority of the Irith people fhould be
* unably vecommended to netice by me, than bur-
L NG _ G ried
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ried for ever ﬁlently and obfcurely, in the gmvc
which is digging for them.

I avoid enlarging upon the origin of property in |
the defcendants of the Englifh in Ireland, as tend-

ing to revive, for no good end, what is nearly
forgotten. If any fuperfluous fears upon the fub-
je& rermain after more than a century of undiftur-

bed pofleffion, and the different alts of fecurity,

T have already pointed out the beft remedy T know

of, a guarantee by England; though I confefs it

appears to me almoft as ridiculous, 4s to guarantee
the Spanith land-holders againft the claims “of the
Moors. The proportion of Catholic to Protef-

tant, and that of property has been admitted to
fave time. I have the beft reafons for believing ~
the number ‘of Catholics to be under rated, that
of property exaggerated, if metcantile and fund-

ed ftock, on public and private fecurity, be taken

1nto account.

Let it, for argumert, be ninhe-tenths. Now,

where property is admitted to be the bafis of po-.

litical power, as in our conftiturion, but numbers,
that of natural power and its laft refort, as is ad-
vanced in France: thls alone — nine-tenths of the
property in a fourth of the population, feparated

W N R Ao,

from the reft by invidious diftinétions of rellglon: ]

joined with the inequalties naturally arifing in

; that i
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that fourth, conftitutes a precarious ftate of fociety,
and accordingly we find that (page 20) Thefe pro-
 prietors have been obliged to rely upon Britifh affiffance
Jor the prefervation of thewr properties and exiftence at
. different periods. (And 27) That Great Britain is
not pledged upon any [pecific principle to fupport one [eéF
more than another. But ifadded to the humiliation
and other inconveniences which the deprivation
of property brings with it, the remaining tenth of
it is disfranthifed, in what manner foever it may be
diftributed among the three remaining fourths of
- the people, if @ Pqrliament be framed with thePage 25.
Jole view of exciuding them, and other artificial
motives of feparation, envy, and even hatred, be
maintained between this alarming proportion of
| non-proprictors to proprietors, the danger is increa-
fed to a very great degree, and might become def-
perate, were all hope of bettering their condition
- cut off. In every government, fays avery deep
- political writer, Quat funt inopes in republica tot
 hoftes babeat necéﬁ ¢ft, prefertim fublati emergend;
 Jpe.— Mariana de regis inftitutione. Here two
~ great politcians are at iffue, for'the author of the
- arguments (p.-28) fays, on the cohtrary, when
once the bope. of chauging is at an end, and the hope
of forcing fuck a change deftroyed, diffatisfaizion would
Jink into_acquiefcence, and acquicfeence into content.
- Here the people of Ireland, of all denominations,
fOf I-hﬁ is addreffed to them all, may fee through
g what

i
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what a foft and natural progreffion their leading

charaéters are preparing to conduct them to hap-
pinefs,

I fhall now endeavour to lay before my reader
(il following the Pamphlet) the ftate of fociety
in Ireland, where we have jult remarked this lead -
ing feature.

The religion of three men out of four, which is
the religion of the country, is Catholic, and is al-
lowed no fupport from government. The religion
of one man out of four is Proteftant, which is
the religion of the ftate, and is endowed with the
tithe of the whole kingdom, befides great property
in land. One man in feven is Prefbyterian, and

Page 31, his religion is alfo {fupported by the government.
Many other fe€ts exift in {mall numbers and uono-
ticed by government. Such are the barricrs which
prejudice reinforced by ignorance, and incited by
every little paffion, has placed between man and
man in that Ifland. ’ ’ |

" —

AR

Among the peafantry, the proportion of Re-
man Catholics is much greater. They are the |
pooreft peafantry in the world, get leaft for their
work, and pay moit for their land; have the moft |
numerous families, and have no help from their
‘parithes to fupport them. After paying a tithe,
exacted generally with very great rigour, to fup-

" oo ] ?Org- P'
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port the eftablifhed religion, of which they never
hear but- by the tithe-proctor, they mult out of
their poverty pay fomething to their own prieft,
who, nearly as poor as themfelves, lives with
them and renders them many fervices, Here I
cannot help remarking, that long before America
was fuppofed to have fet the example, or China
had become an obje& of inquiry, Ireland had
folved the problem fo much difputed by politi-
cians, and had fhewn a country with a religion an-
{fwering all the purpofes of morality and good order,
without revenue, and certainly without encourage-
ment from the ftate, or fupport from the civil law.,
No one can fay that the immenfe church-efta-
blifhrfwcnt_ is neceflfary ar ufeful in general to the
people of the country.  But that revenue, fairly
belongs to the ftate no one has any claim upon it.
Afier the people have provided for themfelves in
their homely way, and at their own expence, if our
legiflators choofe to indulge in the luxury of a
fplendid eftablifhment, they are perfeétly free,
as they are the beft and only competent judges of
the appllcatlon of the public money.

If, notwithftanding all thefe difadvantages, any
perfon of this defcription fhould acquire property,
it is not the fame thing as that property acquired by
aProteftant or a Prefbyterian. Oflate years,indeed,
it gives him a vote, but he cannot give that vote to
any perfon of the fame way of thinking, or in the
“Oreptl : ; fame
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fame interefts as himfelf: that is all the confes

quence his property can give him. He may hear

of others, by their induftry or their fuccefs in {pe-

culations ar inventions, becoming verv great men,

Members of Parliament, nay, even Peers of the

Realm. He meets, every day, men born in the
loweft claffes of his perfualion, who have acquired.
thefe advantages by taking up amether religion ;

but his prieft has told him, it is: finful to do it
from any other motive but conviction; and the
world fays, it is difhonourable to do it far intereft.

He has befides the mortification every day to hear
thofe men, whom he remembers as low as himfelf,
telling him that it is no difadvantags to him to be
excluded, becaufe he has fofmall a chance of r.{ing,
as if it were no difadvantage not to be able to place
his vote where lie-has placed bis confidence, and ta
indulge a hope for himfelf which he fees realized in
his neighbour, And thefe are the men who make
him feel his fituation molt biteerly, by treating him
with contempt and ridicule, and leaning very hard
upon him with the power they have acquired.
The feclings of the genrlemen are ftill more hurt,
" becaufe they hear that language from men, born
and educated in a line much beneath them. They
cannot fit in Parhament, and are excluded from
the great civil and mlhtary offices, the lower ones
they have very little chance of, being generally
given to men with Parliamentary influence,  Many
of them have acquired very great military know-
: - ledgc
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l’cdge in forcign fervices, but they can never hopé ¢
~ to be placed in fituations to difplay it. They
- feel hurt again, that they fthould appear to be mif-
trufted, and not allowed to fit in Parliament, when

their peafantry were allowed a vote for any perfon
not of their perfuafion.

This inferiority muft.make fociety unpleafant,
or at leaft very little interelting to them. And it
is to be confidered, that thefe religious opinions
were not wantonly or inconfiderately taken up,
but have been in the country time out of mind;
that they are fpread through three millions of
people, and have refifted near?y two centuries of
bitter perfecution: fo that ne reafonable ‘hope can
be entertained of eradicating them by force. One
of the tenets of thi§) religion is to be faithful to
your king, or whatever government you live un-
der; and they fuffered very much for afting up
to it, before they underftood that the ftate had
called in a new king: the family of their old fo-
vereign is now extin&t, and confequently no fcru-
B ple can remain in the breaft of the leaft informed
" man, butthat his allegiance, as a religious duty,
“is transferred to the family now on the thrope.

Indeed this fentiment has long prevailed. Late
events furnith one of the ftrongeft proofs that can
exift, of the tendency of Roman Catholic prin-
ciples to loyalty. Every means that human
i fagamty could devife, argument, wit, ridicule,
RN feduction
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feduion of every kind, were ufed fo overthrow
this religion, before any attempt could be made
to overturn the throne in France. 1 fay zbis re-
ligion, becaufe whoever is converfant with the
works of thefe precurfors of revolution, muft
know that their wit and ridicule was aimed more
at the Catholic religion than at any other. The
leaders of the French Calvinifts were leaders of
the Revolution; Barnave, Rabaud de St. Etienne;
&c. &c. Scarcely any of the Roman Ca-
tholic dignified Clergy appeared but to oppofe its
attrocities ; many of them fell martyrs to their
principles. s

The fame thing was doing in Ireland, (I hope
not with the fame defign). And the common peo-
ple began to yield to the conteript and contumely
which ignorant men of confincd education, or men
of better information and worfe principles, were
conftantly throwing out againft their religion,
without taking care to put another in its place.
Their refpett for their priefts was weakened, as in
the late rebellion it appeared ; the common people
were led away, but very few Roman Catholic
gentlemen, no fuperior Roman Catholic clergy-
men, and out of fome "thoufands a very fmall
number of priefts were concerned ; while the Di-
retory and leading members were Proteftants and
-Prefbyterians. 1 do not fay this from party fpirit,

| 7 | either
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either in 'politics or religion; I hate it, for the
mifchief it has done and is ftill doing in both;
but to prove, that the religion which the people
of Ireland are attached to is inimical to revolu-
tion, and does not in the leaft interfere with any
legal form of government which fociety may af-
fume. ~ Thofe who have medirated on that epocha
of modern hiftory, when the reformation and fome
other great events conftituted a new @ra among
mankind, muft have perceived the fpirit of free
thinking in religion and in government, arifing
together, walking hand in hand, and appearing in
the fame monftrous fhapes — the Anabaptifts at
Munfter—the round-heads, independents, levellers,
and many as extravagant, all over Germany, where
it was moft widely diffufed.

The Roman Catholics, till very lately, befides
thefe inconvenicnces of exclufion and fupporting
two religions, were fubje&t .to many other penal

. laws ; or to {peak nmioré properly, many laws were

.

paffed, during two centuries, to rendcr properiy
irfecure, to prevent the cultivation of land, the
interior confidence of families, the extenfion of
trade, or the employment of the talents or genius
of three-fouirths of the people in civil or military
affairs  For, let men think themfelves ever fo
free, they are as much flaves to the aggregate
body of the ftate, and work for it-as really, as the

H flaves
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flaves on a plantation in Jamaici do for theit
mafter, who cannot hurt one of their lictle fingers

~without hurting himfelf. No more can the ftate

Page z0.

put the fmalleft impediment in: the way of any
man’s welfare, or take away any motive for his
exertions, without dimifhing its oWn profperity
in the very fame proportion. But ke Catholics
baving fhewn great - power at ithe ‘revolution (or
rather, great zeal in their attachment to a king
whofe title was then at leaft doubtful) were lng
Jubjet to a fevere code of laws. ~Within thefe few
years, the greater part of the laws have been re-
pealed ; but it is true, as we read, page 20, they do
net conceive that they enjoy a complete toleration, while
the profeffion of their religion fubjeéts them to pri-
vations and humiliations which would be deemed a
very fevere punifhment for one who had, in a high
degree, incurred the animadverfion of the laws; to
be declared unworthy of cbnﬁdence, excluded from

a fhare in the legiflature, from places of honour
and of truft,

Though many make light of this fentence, who
are not under it, they fhould recolle@ that it is not
the thing itfclf only, but the idea alfo which men

-attach to it, that is grievous to the feeling. Do

~thefe men think that the Catholic Gentry for-

feited, with their property and their rights, the
genius and talents which they ‘may derive from

- natuse



[ 2 ]

pature or from education? Do the attainders of
an Irifh Parliament extend to every fentiment of
generous emulation and honeft ambition in their
minds? Have the fprings of noble exertion loft
all their elafticity under the weight of opprefiion ?
Deprived of the fair opportunities of indulging
them, it would have been merciful indeed to have
deprived them of thofe fentiments. But they have
ftill fouls left to envy the fcelings of a Howe or
a Nelfon, of every man whofe happinefs it has
been to have ferved his country. When they
join in the exultation of the parents, the children,
the friends, the common acquaintances, of thefe
great men, an involuntary tear will {ometimes
ftart into the eye, a bitter thought intrude itfelf
into the breaft, of the poor"fecluded Catholic.
Sometimes he will be ready to exclaim, I or mine
might have afpired to fome little fhare in thefe
triumphs ! How unfatisfattory are the-little ho-
nours he has been allowed to glean in foreign
fields, while he is excluded from the rich harveits
of his country’s glory. Thefe feelings reafon can-
not fubdue, though fhe may inforce {ubmiflion

~ and patient refignation. But fo deeply implanted

in the meaneft reptile that crawls upon the con-
fines of life'is the hatred of oppreflion, fo con-
fcious of itare mankind, fo very difficult it is ta
forgive thofe whom we have wronged, that even

~ ip the hour of danger the fervices of the Catho-

. Ha2 lic
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lic appear to be accepted with diffidence, and hc ;

has the mortification of hearing continually 'the
moft illiberal infiouations and fufpicions thrown
out againft the body of men to which he belongs.

Is it confiftent with the candour this writer pro-
fefles, to aﬁ't*t, that they demand an. alteration in

_ Page 22, the parlmmenmry confitution to give their number.:

Lme

Page 21,

" proportionate pewer? Thole areithe men who ex-
pole regular governments to fnch alterations; who,
by putieg property in 0ppoﬁuon to. numbers, fa-
vour the fyftem which is fpr’mdmc faft through
Eumpc The Lathullcs of Ircland fupphcaLe only
that they may be admmed to poiicical equality
W1th the Proteftants, not in proportion to their
num Ucrs, which 1s not the um{tltutxonal bahs of
reprelentacion Wu:h us; but in proportion to thelr
property, whichis. T hey fupphcatc the govern-
ment of Ireland not to fap the foundatibn of the
Britifh conftitution, which tHey prcfurnE they have
a right to enjoy, in commen with all his majcﬁy S
fuch&s, by dﬁpl‘lVan' property of its rights in
the ftate, not to contribute to the ruin of fO"‘lCI'.Y,
by adding to the wclght of numbers againft. pro-
perty, by breakmgs the graduated links  of the
chain which unites thelf. two claffes, and by f'ur-q
nithing arguments to evil- mxnded pqrions to fe-
duce the weak. ‘The reigns of Ehzabpth Charles,
gnd James, are long paft. It 15 ncedlcfﬁ to revive

old
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old quarrels and mutual accufation; but they in-

treac that they may not be injured, nor the ftate
expofed to danger, by weakening the ties of f{o- .‘
ciety, becaufe the Proteftants fancy they difcover Page 21,
fimilar views in the prefent uohappy conteft. But k1
that conteft appears of @ nature entirely its own,

with not one feature of fimilarity to the times
alluded to. No Catholic power, no Popg, no Pre-
tender, can be alledged to have incited it. Do all

you can, it will ever appear more a war upon the
fyttem of numbers again{t property, of no religion
againft all religion, than of Catholic againft Pro-
teftant,

Is it not to be feared that maintaining religious
ditin&tions and exclufions will abet that fyftem
and difpa_;rage the general caufe of religion and
regular government? Thcrc can be little danger Page 21,
in allowing them to obtain power in proportion
to their property, when nine-tenths of it is not
theirs, with a Proteftant King, and Proteftant
Houfe of Peers where he only can admit them.
To reftore their parliamentary eftablifhment to
1ts fair and patural bafis, is at all times, but now
more than ever, the beft guarantee of its fafety
and importance. The Catholics fet up no claim
to their_ecclefiaftical eftablithment; if they have
any .&ggs,for it, it may eafily be fecured to them
y a guarantee from England, as has been prac-

fifed in many fimilar inftances in Germany.

é
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When the Catholics were reftrained, by a code
of laws, which, though fo lately abrogated, the
world will {carce believe ever to have exifted; —
Does the author mean to affert, that the Irith na-
tion, poor, fpiritlefs, and contemptible, did not feel
its fufferings, becaufe it had not force to,complain ?
What was the boafted tranquillity it enjoyed?
Solitudinem faciunt, — pacem appellant, The im-
provement of the country, as foon as thofe re-
ftri®ions were taken off, was rapid beyond imagi-
nation. As the Catholic rofe along with it from
abjet poverty, is it wonderful that he fhould
petition, that ten or a thoufand acres of land fhould
have the fame rights in his hands as in his neigh-
bours ? } J

It is defirable, fays the author of the pamphlet,
to caft a veil over recent circumftances. I join
with him; but, if that veil is artfully contrived
to admit infinuations, injurious to a large body of
men, painful as it may be, it muft be removed.

It canner be boped, it is faid, page 22, that the
Protiftants, under the prefent temper and feelings,
will furrender their political power, much lefs be
perfuaded they can do it with fafery. Itisacknow-

ledged, through every page of this candid pub-

lication, that they cannot keep it with fafety with-
out the interference of Great Britain; and, page
el : : 27

a
|



[ 55 ]

47, 1t is alledged, and all through the work it is
infinuated, that Great Britain is not pledged to
fupport them in it. It is declared to be an un-
natural {yftem. Many other epithets are direétly
or indiretly applied to it, through the courfe of
the work which it is needlefs to repeat. This
language is very plain; it is eafy to fee that, to
get rid of a troublefome ‘queftion at any rate, is
the main objeét of the Union as it is' here pro-
pofed. To what fhifts are men driven, when fair
principle is abandoned; to think to get rid of a
difficulty by a change of form, while the grounds
of it are not only allowed to remain but con-

firmed, is deceiving. ourfelves and ftruggling
againft conviction.

The wifeft and faireft way for the Proteftants
of Ireland to fecure political power, is to put it
on the fafe and broad" bafis of the Britith confti-
tution ; to give up a dangerous, troublefome mo-
nopoly ; and truft to their capital in the ftate (ten
times greater than what can fet up againft them) -
and to the immenfe advantages in the conftitu-
tional legiflature of which they are fairely in pof-
{eflion. But the Catholics, they fay, being fo
much fuperior in number, will foon acquire a
dangerous fuperiority in property. 1f, without
ru‘ining‘tﬁc ftate, you cannot hinder them from
acquiring property, is it not fafer to let that pro-

perty,
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perty, by flow degrees, into a fair fhare of influ
‘ence, than to let it grow up under a fyftem of
difcontent, till it forces itfelf at once" into power
by its accumulated wc1ght

One cannot help pityiig a government which
feems to Be in conftant terror of the profperity of
its own fubje&ts. Their number,  their riches,
their fpirit, their civil or milirary talents, are fo
many obje&ts of fear. Such a government can
fubfift only by taking as much pains to keep ifs
fubjects poor, weak, ignorant, aitd mean, a§ other
princes take to make theirs wealthy, powerful, en-
lightened, war-like, and high-fpirited.

~ In the next fentence, the fupporers of thefe
claims of the Roman Catholics to political equa-
lity, in proportion to their property, are {fet down
as open oppofirs or fecret ill-wifhers to the go-
vernment. For my part, I think the moft trea-
cherous enemy to the government is he who
wifhes to leave it expofed in thefe times to the
operation of fuch dangerous principles, as exclu-
fion of the majority of a people, and religious
difqualification. This exclufion of the tiers état
from fome places of honour and truft, though no-
thing like the exclufion of the Roman Catholics
in Ireland, was a great caufe of envy and difcon-
tent, and gave many fupporters to the revolution

in
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in its firft ftages. Next to him, I think, be is an
enemy to his country who deftroys the confidence
between man and man, by infinuating that every
perfon, who happens to be obnoxious to his fpleen
or his prejudice, or his favourite {yftem, is a
traitor, or at leaft a fufpicious and dangerous‘ cha-
ratter. In the name of God, how are we to unite
againft our enemy, if this principle of mutua]
diftruft for differences of opinion gains ground as
it does among us.

How fincerely do I join in the with, that it Page 21.
were poffible to bury all that has paffed in Jenevo-
lent oblivion. But when the foundations of fociety
are broken up, and torn afunder, when no other
human means can fave us from he ruin which
is nodding over our heads but unanimity, I have
another wifh, {lill nearer to my heart, it is, that
nothing be taken, to fatisfy party and prejudices
from the ftrength of the laft tie that remains—our
common intereit; — that it be truly a common
caufe, equal in. its advantages and its dangers,
where every heart and every hand may unite
without referve,

., Iam now come to that important truth which Page 23.
modern political writers upon religious efpablifbments,
as I am informed, lay down as a principle: That
“very Jate ought to eftablifh the religious Jeit which
is meﬂ Bumerous. If the neceﬁity or even the bare

R I wtility
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utility of religion in a ftate be admitted, this truth
forces itfelf upon the mind moft adverfe to con-

viftion, as imperioufly as thofe axioms which.no

arguments can render clearer. If a religion be

not eftablifhed for the people of a country, for

whom is it eftablifhed? But if another modern

political principle be adopted, that a ftate fhould

not have any religious eftablifhment,  then, as we

can fcarcely deny that religion is a-great help to

morality, good order, and government, no ob-

ftacle at leaft fhould be put in the way of that
which, profefled and obftinately adhered to by the
majoriiy of a country, without having any efta-
blithment, has anfwered all the true purpofes of
religion. If a different perfuafion be preferred
by the leading people of the ftate, 1 believe the
wifeft way to bring over the multiruds to it, would
be to leave it to its own merits, fupported by the
zeal and virtue of its paftors, without any inter-
ference of .temporal power. The revenue en-
joyed by the church is part of the common ftock,
left to the dircétion of the ftate to employ to the
beft advantage of the community; the Trifh legif-
lature is the only competent judge, whetherin Ireland
itbe rightor wrongto applyicto the eftablifhment of
the Proteftant church. T e Roman Catholics can-
not have, and do not pretend to, any claim upon
it; and I admit, with the author of the pamphlet,
that if the government, out of its wifdom or ge-
nerofity, oﬁ‘cra a portion of it as a ftipend to theip

paftors;
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paftors, as there exifts neither right nor obligation Page zs.
on either {ide, conditions may be attached to what
is freely given. But thefe paftors remain free to
follow the dictates of their confcience, and of

their prudence, in accepting or refufing this pro-
vifion.

It is afferted, that, by the repeal of the teft-
oaths, the Proteftant eftablithment would become a
public wrong. As we are arguing upon things, Pagezs.
not words, I cannot conceive how the repeal of
oaths, if 1t is not one before, made to exclude
three-fourths of the people from the legiflature,
can make it one. Among thefe oaths, I fuppofe is
included that of abjuration, which is as violent an
tnfult to the religion of our allies, the firft nations
on the continent of Europe, as the abominable
oath of hatred to royalty, fet up as a teft in
France, is to their form of government.

The next is a very old objeétion, which I ne-
ver could underftand how any well-informed man
could make twice,

The moft numerous religious fef? does not acknow-

. ledge the fupremacy of the Rate, but profefles to be

E Jubjeit to.a foreign jurifdiion—9I beir religion could Page 23.
nct be eftablifbed, without deftroying the conftitution,

which is foanded on the principles of civil and ec-

I2 clefiaftical
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clefi aﬁzml liberty and. the exclafion of Sforeign mfefx
Sference and jurifdiction.

This may be an obje&ion to their having a re=

ligious eftablifhment, but is no argument again{_l‘ ’

their being admitted to a thare in the legiflature,
where a Proteltant King, a Prozeftant Houfe of

Pcers, nine-tenths of the Property. of the coun- °

try, which is the bafis of reprefentation, are 11
Proteftant hands; and, if neceflary, a guarantee by
England is a {ufficient fecurity againft any attempt
they might make in that way, though I do not
believe that even with an ecclefiaftical eftablifhment

any foreign jurifdiétion could pretend to interfere.

But the fupremacy of the State, of the Lords;

Commons, and King; their fole right to manage

the concerns, ‘eftablithment, faith, and difcipline,
of the church of England, with all the authority
which their Bifhops may poflefs over the mem-
bers of that church, was, I believe, never denied
- by any Cathelic in any part of the world. They
certainly do not admit the King of England to ‘be
the {piritual head of the Roman Catholic church.
Nor do the Prefbyterians admit him to be the
head of theirs, - But this was not a reafon for ex-
cluding the Scotch from a fhare in the legiflature
of tfhe'ceuntry they were united to. Why, then,
fhould it exclude the Irifh?

As
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As to the foreign jurifdiction; to which it is faid
“the Roman Catholics are fubject (which has been
the conftant anfwer to all their claims, and is now
the only plaufible one) it is neceflary, before we
enter upon it, to explain what a jurifdiction is:
this requires fome attention, and is deférving of it-
Itis the plea of men living under the fame fove-
reign, and the fame laws, fupporting them with
their fortunes,” and ready to fupport them with
their lives, afking for nothing from their fellow-
{ubjects but an equal fhare in the benefits, as in the
burdens, of the ftate.

The definition of jurifdiftion is, poteffas di-
cendi jus; for which 1 cannot find a better tran{-
lation than the power of prénouncing law, or rather
of promouncing fentence; which neceffarily implies
a tribunal, with the means.of enforcing it. Now
in no ceuntry in the world, Roman Catholic or
otherwife, can any tribunal exift, deriving from
the Roman Catholic religion, or any fentence be
enforced affecting a man in any way whatfoever, in
his liberty, life, property, or any part of his civil
or natural exiftence, without the permiffion of the
fovereign of ‘that country. Such is the doctrine
of Spain, Pdrtugal, and all the Roman Catholic
countries in the world, who all, as well as England,
difclaim the interference of a foreign jurifdiction,
and.punifth thofe who pretend to maintain it in

oppo-
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oppolition to the laws of the fovereign, Magna
Charta, the foundation of civilliberty, as well as the
Statures of Prazmunire which fecured ecclefiaftical
liberty, were acts of Roman Catholic Parliaments.

If an ecclefiaftical court, or foreign jurifdi&tion,
exift, it can only be by the confent of the prince;
to that confent, and not to the Roman Catholic
religion, of which it is no inherent part, are the
inconveniences of it to be afcribed. This is the
decifion of the ableft Jawyers and divines all over
the world. It is that of Cujas, the oracle of the
law in Europe in the fixteenth century. His an-
fwer to all religious difputes was, Ni/ boc ad edi?=
um pretoris — They have nothing to do with the
law of the land. - Fleury, the great hiftorian of
the church, is of the fame opinion; he declares
orthodox, and ‘perfettly conformable to the true
doétrine, the decifion pronounced in the empire,
That the Pope, nor the whole church together, cannot
inflick any coercive punifbment on any man, whatfoever
bis crimes may be, unlefs the Emperor gives bim
power to do it.

The fpiritval authority which the church pof-
fefles has no fan&ion, po coercive power, in this
life; its obje&t does not come under the fenfes,
is.not in this world, and can in no way come in
contact with civil exiftence, :

7 | I' cannot
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I cannot fce, in this, any right the Pope can be
faid to have to a real and effential jurifdiftion in
Ireland. Philofophy enters as much into the
common concerns of life as divinity. It would
be a ftrange objection to the fyftem of Arifto-
tle or Copernicus, that it was a foreign inter-
ference,

It remains with the legiflature of Ireland to
give or to withhold a church eftablithment to the
Roman Catholics. But, exifting as they do with-
out one, and without pretending to any right to
one, I do not fee why admitting them into the
legiflature would be deftroying a conftitution found-
ed on the principles of civil and ecclefiaftical liberty,
and the exclufion of foreign interference and jurif-
dittion.

I admit, that to put the Roman Catholics in
pofieffion of the church eftablithment of Ireland, :
with its wealth, influence, and jurifdi¢tion, to al-
low their Bithops to fit in Parliament (which no
power on earth but King, Lords, and Commons,
¢an do) would be inconvenient and dangerous
to all fides. But I never can admir, that there is
any thing in the Roman Catholic religion hoftile
to the principles of civil and ecclefiaftical liberty,
or to the exclufion of forcign interference.

The
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~ The nomination of a bifhop uﬁacknowlédg'od
by the ftate, whether by the Pope, his cardinals,
or any body ele, without revenue, without a tri-
_bunal, without a particle of power, or the means
of enforcing any at, cannot be fairly called a dan-
gerous interference of real and effential jur;'[dz'ﬂ?an.
The Pope ‘and all the Roman Catholic church
have not in the Irifh ftate, nor pretend to have,
the power of the meaneft veftry.

Would it not be juft, then, to hear the Roman
Catholics of Ireland, by their counfel, at the bar
of the Irith and Englith Parliament, beforé the
fubjetion of fo large a body of men ta fo fevere
‘a fentence is formally confirmed, and before the
Englith Parlidament calmly (with no circumftances
of palliation) in the eyes of the whole world,
make the Englith nation a partner in fuch an aét?
If what I fay be true, if they are ready ta take
every oath of allegiance which their fellow fub- ~
jeéts take, they fubmit to the juftice of their '
legiflators and the feeling of the Englifh people,
whether it be not hard that fo large a portion of
the ftate fhould be deprived of their rights in a
way which could not happen to the meaneft trading
company or corporation } |

May I here, without running into obfolete reli-
gious difpute, fay a few words upon a part of hif-
¥ | - tory
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- tory which has been much confounded ahd mif-
underftood. The power which Popes have been
accufed of arrogating over the princes of Europe,
has been loudly complained of; but that power
was entirely foreign to their fpiritual authority, and
to the Roman Catholic religion, which has been
moft unjuftly involved in all the hatred which
their concuct has fo naturally created. If a king
of England could do wrong, it would be as unfair
to lay that wrong upon the church of England,
becaufe he is the head of it.

In the times of feodality, the duty to the feudal
lord was a facred tie. There was a fort of mag-
nanimity, very congenial to the {pirit of chivalry,
in paying 1t with all its circumftances of humilia-
- tion, where it might have been refufed without

danger. It was in thofe days the triumph of

right over force. The  Kings of England did

homage, on their knees, with all its humbling
- ceremonies, to the Kings of France, for Guienne,
~ &c. Many ftates, and England among the reft,
- with more zeal perhaps than wifdom, acknow-
* ledged the feudal fuzerainty of the Bithop of

Rome. The King of Naples does homage for his
- crown, by feriding a white palfrey to the Pope.
" But all this has nothing to do with religion,
'. though.in times too paffionate to difcriminate, it
- drew vpon it a great fhare of obloquy.

* . g The
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The next argument is full of ingenuity, and de- ,
ferves particular attention, becaufe I have obfer-

ved that it has had fome weight at firft fight. We “
are told gravely, that, by the Union, Irelond

would be in a natural fituation; for all the Prote/-

tants of the empire being united, fbe.would bave the

propartion of * fourteen to three, in favour of ber efia-
Hlifbment 5 whereas, at prefent, there is a proportion
of three to one againft it.

To anfwer this in itssown.way. In the firlt
-place, admitting that the government is in an ##-

natural fitustion, becaufe it is in a minority of
the people, a fortiori, muft that act, by which it
gives away the rights’'of the majority, be an un-
natural one, and.in logic invalid—aé inifio. To
fell the eftate is a ftrange way of mending a bad
title. But even fuppofing, for argument fake,
that, the legiflature which commits this act has
nat (as this writer afferts it has) this natural flaw.
Suppolfing it, for a moment, in @ #atural fituation,
not difagreeing with its theory. What a principle
to admit, that the majority. can deprive the mino-
rity at once of its political liberty. If fo, one ma-
jority is all a wicked minifter need look for, to be

%).'This fuppofes 17 m1ll1ons of mhabltants in Great Britain
and Ireland, exclufive of Prefbytenans and all other Selts,

not Catholics, or of the Church of England.
legally
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legally and naturally for ever mafter of the coun-
try. He may fhut the door of the parliament-
houfe at once againft a troublefome minority and
their conftituents. — To vote all the Catholics of
Ireland and England a minority, then to deprive,'
of their political rights, this immenfe body of
men, almoft a nation, when the numbers of the
Catholics of Ireland are united to the rank and
wealth of thofe of England, is an application of
the principle, upon fuch a fcale, as will ‘take in,
when neceflary, any fet of men— Weft Indians
wet Eaft Indians — Scotchmen — Welfhmen, or
one half /efs one, of all England. Isitan idle fear,
that what is done may poffibly be done again?
Is there no danger in fan&ioning this principle ?

¢

* Men will not be tricked in this manner out of

their feelings, efpecially Irifhmen, whofe hearts
are faid to be more fufceptible than their heads.
Not one of them will believe you when you tell

‘him, upon the word and honour of an Englifh-

man, that he went to bed in a great majority, but
that, without having even dreamed of 1it, he
awoke in a minority of fourteen to three, without
having one fingle word to fay againft this natural
privation of his rights for ever.

Butare bounds to be fet to the omniponence of
parliament ? yes, the bounds which the Almighty
hasfet to his own infinite power — Juftice,

| K2 How
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How tortuous is "the application of this argu-

ment to the Prefbyterian. In the fame breath he

is told bis importance and power is to rife by joining
the diffenting intereft of England; while, by the
fame operation, the. Roman Catholic is to lofe all
his for ever, '

1t is difficult, we are told, to comprebend the wi/-
dom of their junétion with the Reman Catholics. It
is indeed difficult to comprehend the wifdom of
that fyftem which drove Proteftait, Prefbyterian,
and Catholic, into a defperate. Union againft it,

What a paltry bribe is held out to them in the
probable modus for tithes? What an ill-placed
indecent infination, that their predeliétion for
their church difcipline is obfolete ! ‘That, though
fome people conceive the contrary, chey will rather
fall in with the epifcopal church of England than
with the excellent difcipline of their brethren of
Scotland. That it is nothing but early prejudice
and cuftom which makes them prefer the fimple
exhortation of their elder, in their humble meeting-
houfe,to the pride, pomp, and circumfrance of wor-
Sfoip in the cathedral of Derry.

. To comfort this numerous clafs of the inhabi-
tants of Ireland, under the hardthips they
are doomed to bear, (it would be infulting
5 the
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the Britifh conftitution to fzy, that it is no hard-

fhip to be excluded from it), they aré told, that

they would do well 1o reft fatisfied with a much great- Page 31
er -Jegrfe of toleration than the Proteffants have ever

enjoyed under a Catholic fate.

There is more of paffion-in this argument than
“of jullice or of generofity, and lefs of found rea-
foning than of either. Admitting the pofition;
what an inference! We muft regulate ‘our con-
duct by the mifconduc of others. Proving the
afferdon to be falfe, as [ fhall do, it will appear
founded in prejudice, and fupported by not the
beft information. If a prejudice of this fort af-
fected the unhappy ob'eds of it alone, it would
only be ungenerous; but, affefling the ftrength
and happinefs of the ftate, to maintain and en-
foree it by ungrounded infinuation is at leaft un-
wife. It is a dangerous affertion, tending to de-
prive us of the example of other great and wife
. - Rtates in a fimilar predicament, and to fhut our
~eyes to the goad cffects of the regulations they
have fo long ago adopted. |

'

No precedent of religious difqualification. can

be found to apply fairly to Ireland, a Catholic
. country, with a Proteftant ftate. 1In no country
that I -kﬁ;ow of, where the Proteftants are even
one-third of the inhabitants, are they fubjected to

any -
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any fort of difqualification. In Catholic countries
where they are not one-tenth part of the popula-
tion they enjoy the fame rights and the fame fhare
in the government as the Catholics. In Spain,
Portugal, and Italy, there is {carcely a_percep-
tible number of Proteftant fubjeéts. At the time
of the revocation of the Edict of Nantz they
were a very fmall proportion of the population of
France. If I mention this event, it is with every
mark of difapprobation. It is oneof the proofs,
that no nation can ever indulge its feelings in re-
ligious perfecution without fuffering from its ef-
fe@ts. The Proteftants in thofe parts of France
where they were in any proportion to the Catho-
lics, were exally in the fame fituation as they.
Such was the cafe of Alfatia, ceded to France by
the treaty of Munfter; the rights of the Protef-
tants in that province were refpected.  An order
of military merit was inftituted for fuch as {crupled
to accept thatof St. Lewis. Mr. Necker, who was
prime minifter; Marefchal Saxe, many years
commander in chief of the armies of France;
Marefchal Lovendal ; Marefchal Luckner ; Gene-
ral Wurmfer, and innumerable other Proteftants
were high in civil and military rank in France.
The chapter of St. Thomas, in the city of Straf-
bourgh, where the Marfchal de Saxe is buried,
belongs to the Proteftants. It is well worth our

while to confiderin what manner Germany calmed
' the
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the fpirit of the religious diffention, that dreadful
fcourge of nations, which, at intervals during
more than a century, and for thirty years together,
without interruption, deluged that immenfe coun-
try with the blood of its inhabitants. After that
long period of hatred and mutual diftruft, of war
and devaftation, to which the rival pretenfions of
Catholic and Proteftant had given rife, but in
which as it never fails to happen, no human paf-
fion was without its fhare, there was an interval
of reafon. The claims of the two parties were
calmly taken into confideration; and the facility
with which they were definitively fettled by nego-
ciation, proved the folly of their bloody and inef-
feCtual contefts. The emoluments of the church
(that continual motive of contention) were di-
vided te the fatisfadion of both parties. The
bounds of civil power were traced out without
partiality, where particular circumftances ren-
dered it neceflary, but oftener left open indifcri-
minately to both.  Every incitement to religious
animofity was carefully removed ; and fo little of
it remnained, that fome ecclefiaftical eftablithments
were poflefied alternately by Proteftants and Ca-
tholics, and the fame church ferves frequently
* for their worthip. The Catholic Bifhopric of
Ofnabourg 1s one, and I have never heard that
his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York has any

: miftruft
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miftruft or fear of his Roman Catholic flock. A
Catholi¢ power, under the adminiftration of a
~-Cardinal, was moft inftrumental in procuring thefe
{ettlements for the Proteftants of Germany.

I am almoft afraid of being accufed of impo-
litenefs, by adducing notorious faéts, which' may
look like too grofs and blunt contradictions of
the affertions of a gentleman who ought to have
fuch good information upon-the fubjet he treats,
as the author of this publication. . But one or two
facts more I muft beg leave to mention.

There exifts, in the middle of Europe, a ftate
- too confiderable to have efcaped the notice of a
profeffional ftatefman, which is the very reverfe
of Ireland, a Roman Catholic government in a
Proteftant country; but there, to make the con-
traft complete, Proteftant and Catholic enjoy every
privilege, withoutdiftinGtion. The fmall but ade-
quate revenue of the.churuh, is given to thofe
who do the fervice of it, in either way. I never
heard there of religious jealouly or animolfity.
The peafantry are, without any exception, the
happieft, moft comforable, and moft contented,

in the world. The higher ranks remarkable for

their martial and honourable fpirit; their confe-

quence is not in oppofition to their confciences;

4 their
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their minds are not contracted by prejudice, nor

demeaned by murual diftruft. The fovereign is
the father of all his fubjets. ]

But a ftronger and more extraordinary fac re-
mains, to confound the friends and abettors of re-
ligious jealoufy and animofity. The Proteftants
of Germany, certainly not indifferent to the inter-
efts of their religion, could not find a properer
perfon to entruft them to, than this very Roman
Catholic Prince, the EleQor of Saxony, who is
felected by themfelves to be the chief of the Pro-
teftant Union, and to watch over the execution
of the treaties made in their favour.

So intermingled and united are the two re-
ligions in many parts of Germany, that it is hard
to fay to which they belong.” The religion of the
Sovereign of the Palatinate, has been fometimes
one, fometimes the other, without occafioning the
flighteft difturbance.

In the capital of the Palatinate of the Rhine,
Heidelberg, the Prince’s council is compofed of
the thrce free religions, Catholics, Lutherans,
and Calvinifts. The principal church, which was
for fome. time an obje& of contention, is now
divided between the Lutherans and Catholics, by
creéting a flight partition wall acrofs the building,
Ra ‘ L ‘ : The
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Treaty
entered
into at
Bafle,

7th Mar.

1656.

the very elegant one under a buft of King William (near to

[ 74 1
The Catholics have the choir, the Lutherans' rthc
nave, . The tithes of the Palatinate are vefted in
the fovereign, of whatever religion, and f'armcd
or collected by the council. The clergy are paid
from the fund, according to the duties they per-
form, in wood, eorn, &c. as well'as ' moncy.

In 1656, the Catholics and Proteftants of Swit-
zerland came to a fimilar agreément; and the
pains which thefe upright and fimple republicans
took to reftore concord, pax stirna el fraterna
amicitia, are very worthy of notice.

* 4c propterea omnibus acerbis explorationibus forte
exprobationibus, convitiis .mordacibus  religionis ne-
gotium cum-primis concernentibus quibus battenus odia
aborta funt, omnibus cujufcunque fratus et conditivnis
Jint fevere interdiftum fit.}

* It is enalted, that all perfons, whatever their rank be,
abftain, under the fevereft penalties, from all religious biek-
erings and invedtives.

+ The few public monuments that adorn our country, are
not ere@ed in the mild, charitable, and politic fpirit, of this
treaty. Nor is the mfcnptmn over the town of Bandon, nor

the College in Dublin) very honourable teftimonies of our
tafte in that fort of literature.
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All reafoning upon the Peerage muft be fuf-
pended, until it be known in what manner it is to
be difpofed of. I acknowledge, in the mean
time, that I am not convinced vy the arguments,
or rather the aflertion, of the Pamphlet, that the Page 33
eftates of the fpiritual or temporal Peers will be
permanently fecured by an arrangement which
Jeaves every caufe of difcontent, to which their
infecurity has been conftantly afcribed,

The gentlemen of the bar have already ex-
prefied their fentiments {o ably, that it would be
prefumption in me to open my lips upon what
concerns them. '

Thofe of landed property, whofe exiftence is in
the very foil of Ireland, are the perfons moft
deeply interefted in this meafure : to them, prin-
cipally, are all my arguments addrefled. Twenty
years purchafe is‘a good price for the moft im-
proveable farms in Ireland, a country with every
advantage of foil and fituation; while thirty or
forty are paid for eftates at their full value, in
England, and ftill more in many parts of the Con-
tinent. So deep is the carfe of internal diffen-
tion, that the lands of Flanders (the conftant leat
of war) are {old generally three times higher than
thofe of Ireland, which naturally ought to be for
-ever exempted from its calamities, The infe-

1.2 cure,
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cure, uncomfortable, poffeflion of eftates, at this
degraded value, is the price we have fo long con-
ferited to pay for a miferable fuperiority over a
wretched population, and. the barren indulgence
of a prejudice, difcarded for near two centuries
from the civilized parts of Europe. '

To this difgraceful, troublefome, unnatural,
preeminence, in oppofition to every principle, we
are now going to facrifice the independence of
our country. But if it be in the nature of the
effet to remain as long as the caufe exifts, we
fhall find ourfelves terribly deceived in our calcu-
lations of fecurity and improvement. What in-
flux of property can we expect from England or
elfewhere, while we harbour in our country the
enemy of all proPCrty and of every focial efta-
blithment,

The metropclis and its adjacent countries muft,
I think, fuffer very confiderably. The magnifi-
cent ruins, the melancholy remains of paft gran-

deur in thofe towns on the Continent, which had .

once their own little independent fovereignties,
Mantua, Verona, Bologna, are fad examples of
United States. There is a manlinefs in political
wifdom which will confent to great facrifices for
great ends. But that Dublin, perhaps the third
city of Europe whofe progrefs in wealth and ele-

gance
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gance for the laft twenty years, mocks the com pa-
rifon of Edinburgh fince the Union, that Dublin
fhould exifts only to be the affylum of wretched
fugitives, driven from their country manfions by
civil diffention! Why will it not be fo? What
caule of internal difturbance will this Union re-

move, which is to exclude three-fourths of the
people of Ireland? '] :

Let us be no longer blind to our own.interefls.
We know the caufe of our misfortunes.  Itis re-
ligious prejudice. If we are to make ‘a bargain
with knglrnd, which perhaps it may be wile to
‘do, let it be a fair one. Why fhould fhe hold
out to us, among her terms, as a douceur, a fal-
lacious offer of fecurity for our lives and proper-
ties againft each other, when, without her help,
" we can procure it effectually for ourlelves. Let
us make our bargain asfair men, and not outbid
each other in the price we are to pay in common.
If fome facrifices muf} be-made, as it is admitted, of page 4,
power, emoluments and importance, it becomes the
duty of thofe who have the generofity to make
~ thofe facrifices, to take care that they be not made
* in vain,

I have now paffed in review the leading argu-

- ments which have been brought forward in the
pamphlet in favour of an Union: If I have dwelt

, more
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jmorc upon the Roman Catholic' queftion thag
upon ary other, I did it becauic the exciufion of

the Roman Catholics is the only one of the terms

of it about which we are not left in dowbr, and
fo far the only one fairly before us, What re-

mains to be noticed will require buta few words,
which might perhaps have been better placed in
the preceding pages. I have already faid, but

not fo fully as it now ftrikes me,. that Toleration
and Exclufion fcem to me incompartible. Exclu~

fion is a difzraceful punithment in our govern-

ment. Men are excluded and declared unworthy

to fit in parliament for difhonourable practifes,

immorality, &c : Lately, when the cafe of what
was rermed a libel upon the conflitution was be-
fore the Houfe of Commons in England, when that

mode of punithment was propofed, I have heard
that it was reprobated as too fevere,

I cannot help here remarking alfo, another in~
ftance of the contradiétion and weaknefs which
are ever infeparable from the moft {ubtle argu-
ments when oppofed to truth and principle.—In
page 30, Iam told that an opening may be left ‘

for thé future admiffion of Catholics to additional ,
privileges ; but I cannot forget that, in page 27 and .

28, I am told, thatProtefiant property bas nothing

to fear, becaufe the bope of change being at an ends
di faﬁﬂwﬁ
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difaffeTion would fink into acquicfeence, and acquic/-
cence into content. ‘

There is in page 30 alfo as ftrange an affertion
to an Englith car; that governmen! was likely to
be adminiftered with more atlention, becanfe it will
be lefs difturbed by party and parlianent.

It does not at all appear, that the frame of the
Houfe of Cemmons muft of neceffity be reformed on
account of the admiffion of the Roman Catholics
to political equality.  Although many boroughs
were created with the fu/e viiw of outweighing
the political power which the property of the
Catholics, previous: to the ‘rebeilion of 1641,
might have given them in the ftare, yet under
the repeal of religious difqualification, it is obvi-
ous that they might fic in" pariiament for thofe
very boroughs; or if the perfon at whofe difpofal
they are chofes to keep ‘them out of them, it
will be but an addition fecurity to Proteftant
preponderance,  of which they will have no
right to complain ; therefore the repeal does not

- neceflarily involve any queftion of reform.

The reproduFion of confidence; friendfbip, and fo- Page 50.

¢ial intercourfe, by taking away the grounds of poli-

tical jealofy and contention—inftead of making a
faf divifion of the advantages which were ob-

Y/ | Je&s
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jeéts of them, is very like the mode in which the

lawyer in the fable fettled the difpute of the tra-
vellers about the oyfter.

The improvement of the South and Weft of
Ireland by an Union muft remain doubtful, until
the commercial regulations are known. I do not
fee why an Union fhould be deemed a neceffary
preliminary to any fuch arrangements. If they
are advantageous to Ireland, without being difad-
vantageous to England, why not adopt them be-
fore an union ? * If they are difadvantageous to
England, why_ adopt them after one ?

I will here venture to fay what, I think, would
contribute much .to make Ireland the moft
happy and flourifhing country in the world :(—A
total repeal and oblivion, if pofiible, of all reli-
gious diftin@ions, prefuppofing the moft ample
fecurity for the Proteftant church, eftablithment
and property ; and a diftribution of fome of the
inferior places of profit among the middling claffes
of the Roman Catholics.

A modus for tithes, the eaficft poffible one for

the “peafantry. This tax, and.the feverity with

which it is colleted, is one of the greateft griev-
ances the people labour under. The fupport.to
be afforded by government to the Roman Catholic

clcrgy
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clergy (hinted at page §5), may have excellent Page 53,
effeds, if it does not occafion fuch an interference

of the ftate as may leffen the confidence of the

people in their priefts; which is extremely ne-

ceffary to maintain, unlefs another religion can

be fubftituted to that which they teach. A decent

houfe and chapel, with a few.acres of glebe, would

be the propereft provifion, would improve the

face of the country, and tend to civilize it.

A vigilant and ftrong police, as little arbitrary
as poflible, condutted by temperate and impartial
magiftrates, and refpofible under-agents, in every
barony, or even, if found neceffary, in every pa-
rith.

A moft fevere, impartial, and dignified ad-
miniftration of juftice to every rank of life, I
have been told that it has fometimes happened
in Ireland, that very heinous criminals have found
means, by what defect in the laws I know nof,
to efcape the punifhment due to their crimes. |
fpeak of times precedent to the late difaftrous
events. Such open evafions of juftice cannot
take place in Ehgland; were it even poffible,

there, the feverity of public opinion would amply
fupply the inefficacy of law. InIreland, it were
to be wifhed that opinion were as inexorable in

*fuch cafes as it is in fome others, or at leaft that
q M fuch
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fuch offenders fhould not be allowed to go at
large, they deftroy all confidence, all refpeét
for government, and innure the mind to guil,
by the habit of feeing criminals unnoticed by
law. The higher the rank the more danger-
ous the example. Perhaps too the fpirit of vo-
lunteering the executive and even the mecha-
nical parts of juftice, is a fpecies of zeal better
reprefled than encouraged in'men of rank. There
are neceflary fervices, which fhould be paid for
very highly in money, in extraordinary cafes, but
it is moft eflential to the community, that the
rank and charater of a gentleman fhould be held
up to the lower ranks in all its luftre, unfullied by
any alt which, though ufeful, public opinion has
ftamped as mean,

A greater degree of dignity, folemnity, and
etiquette, in the courts of juftice, and better
‘halls to affemble in would tend to civilization,

The complaints of middle men, rack-rents,
and poverty, of farmers are not, I think, within the
reach of law or public regulation; as capital in-
creafes in the country,..and mere of it comes into

the market of land, théfe inconveniences will
infenfibly difappear. ‘ |

7 | ~ They
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They were complained ef (if I have been well
informed) in the fame manner in the reign of
Queen Mary in England. Perhaps the fudden
extenfion of commerce by drawing of capital

~from agriculture may be one caufe of them, un-

til its profits are again returned to the foil,

The partiality of Colbert for trade during the
reign of Lewis XIV. is faid to have injured cul-
tivation.  Great profits upon fmall capitals, as is
the cafe in the infancy of trade, may have fuch an
effect; but fmall profits upon great capitals, as
happens in its maturity, will have a quite con-
trary one. If the commerce of France had
reached the comparative pitch of that of Eng-

land, no complaint of that kind would have becn

heard.

The queftion of parliamentary reform is quite
foreign to the object I have had in view; though
it has often been found joined with it, it has no
neceflary connetion with that of the political
rights of Catholics. I believe nothing but def-
pair of obtaining them in any other way ever con-
nected them in any man’s mind. I fhall not here
prefume to fay one word about it, I fhall oniy
obferve that no regulation or form of government
will give fecurity to a country, if there be not

M -2 upnght :
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upncrht and vigilant legiflators and maglﬁutcs to
watch over them. |

My bufinefs as an Irith Roman Catholic has been
with the greateft refpet for the government of
my country, and the fincereft with for its welfare,
~to meet the arguments affeCting that body of men,
which with no fmall degree of ingenuity have been
ufed by Mr. C. and to fhew that in the arrange-
ments he has {uggefted as terms of union, thofe
which relate to the Roman Catholics of Ireland
are unfounded in found pohcy

Though every page of the arguments I have
attempted to anfwer, it muft be obvious to the
moit fuperficial reader that, the effential vice of
Ireland, the caufe of all her misfortunes, is not fo
immediately in the nature of her connections with
England as in her unhappy divifions of religion.
The moft fhallow reafoner muft be convinced,
that a meafure which does not remove that caufe
will not cﬁ"cnt:ally better her ﬁtuanon. The

Union, as it is there propofed, not only leaves.

this vice 1n its full vigour, but confirms it by the
fanétion of the Britith Parliament. Whatever
other ends therefore it may anfwer, it will not
give fecurity and peace to Ireland. It has in this
view of it notlnng beneficial but what may cxlﬂ;

without

3
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without it, and has certainly .many inconvenienceg
for both countries.. If 1 have proved to the fa,
tisfaction of any reafonab}c mind;, that ihefe relis
gious diftinctions may be abolifhed, and -th: Pror
teftant eftabliiment and preponderance: in .the
ftate fecured, I have obtained every end I pro-
pofed to myfelf. I feel a confidence that the
leading men of Ireland wxll not, for the fake of
prejudices which take away all refpeét for their
country in the eyes of the world, and render their
lives uncomfortable, their property infecure,
which engrofs their minds and their feelings in
mean objefts viewed with contempt for more
than a century by the reft of Europe, that they
will not for the fatisfaction of fuch little paflions
leave the Britifh Empire expofed to the dangers
fuch an internal fource of difunion muft create.

A proper difcuffion of the - different objeéts
which naturally prefent themfelves in confidering
thefe arguments, would fill many volumes, and
embrace the whole fyftem of politics. The quef-.
tion of parliamentary reform, the vaft refources
which may be drawn from Ireland, her wealth and

~ population, the wants of her poor, the influence

of popular opinion, above all, the awful crifis in

which the world now ftands muft have occupied
the thoughts of every refleing mind,

‘ | : But
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But thefe are fubje&s dangerous to enter lipon, |
they are like the Arc of God, whofe Judgement
did not fpare the profane who touched it, even

though his hand was lifted to fave it when it
tottered. 4

Fiuis,



