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S P E E C H ,

&c.

I S H A L L  detain the Houfe, Sir, bu t for 
a very few minutes. I addrefs you on this 
queition w ith the greateíl relucílance, iince 
I am fenfible that it is one upon w hich it 
is eaiy to irritate, but difficult to in ilrufr. 
F o r the truth o f  this affertion I refer you 
to the debates. T hey  will but too clearly 
afcertain that this meafure, fuch is its na
ture, can neither be fupported nor oppofed, 
bu t upon grounds equally hazardous to the 
peace o f  this country, and to the fecurity 
o f  the empire. O n one iide it is con
tended, that, i f  our prefent connexion be
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fuffered to fubfifl, a reparation mufl be the 
confequence; whilft, on the other fide, it 
is with equal earneilnefs, and, in my 
opinion, w ith more juflice, argued, that an 
Union of the legiilatures will produce a 
feverance of the countries. N ow , what is 
the leiTon which the people of Ireland muft 
neceiTari-ly learn from the agitation of this 
queftion, but this, that, in either cafe, and 
in every event, a feparation is to be ex
pected? Such, Sir, are the predictions 
which the nature of the propofed meafure 
mufl; neceiTarily produce; but I am forry 
alfo to add, that, from the ftrain of argu
ment in which fome Members on both fides 
have indulged, one might almoftfuppofethat 
they withed to verify their own predic
tions.

By the Noble Lord on the other fide, this 
kingdom has been reprefented as a colony; 
and with all the exaggeration o f eloquence, 
and almoft in the language at which two or

three
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three years ago we ihuddered, as it came 
from the lips o f  Nelfon and O 'Connor, 
has the connexion with Great Britain been 
pictured as a ilate o f ab jed  and humiliat
ing dépendance on that country. Yet, Sir, 
as the fuccefs o f this p ro jed  is ilil’l doubt
ful, and as we may yet have to live under 
this vilified connexion, whilíl I ob jed  to 
the opinion as moil erroneous, I muil pro- 
teil againft its promulgation as m oil indif- 
creet. F rom  one fide o f  the Houfe, and 
from  its higheil authority, are the people 
informed that they are dependant upon 
Great Britain; and how  is that country on 
w hich they are fo dependant defcribed by 
fome o f  the members o f  this ? She is de
fcribed as a ruthlefs tyrant and oppreiTor; 
and hiilory has been ranfacked in order to 
colled; every inilance w hich can confirm or 
aggravate that charader. Againfl fuch fen- 
timents and fuch c o n d u d  I m uil equally 
proteil. T hey  have told you, Sir, that the 
interefts o f  the two countries are d i i t in d ,
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and that fo they mull continue. In anfwer 
to the rhetoricians on both íides, I will af- 
fert, firil, that i f  this meafure fhould un
fortunately pafs, I entertain no doubt that 
the united Parliament will confider the in- 
tereils o f every part of the united kingdoms 
as the fame, and that, in proportion to its 
means of information, will its conduct be 
ju i t  and impartial to each. And next I will 
maintain, that we pofTefs in our prefent 
connexion as happy and independent a con- 
ihtution as human wifdom could invent, 
or human infirmity enjoy.

M

I  have on every occafion, M r. Speaker, 
oppofed the confideration of this queilion, 
becaufe I cannot bring myfelf to accede to 
a preliminary ftep to that coniideration, 
namely, an acknowledgment that our pre
fent conilitution is one which ought to be 
abandoned j for it is idle, Sir, in any cafe 
to deliberate upon a remedy before you 
afcertain a difeafe. I know that our
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Conftitution, partaking o f  the nature o f  all 
hum an inftitutions, is not free from imper
fections; but I know what its imperfections 
are ; I know  that fome may be repaired, 
others may be furmounted, and that the reft 
can w ithout m uch difficulty be endured. 
I have had experience of the conftitution ; 
it has undergone the fevereft o f  all tefts j 
it  has been flung into the furnace o f  re
bellion, and it has come forth unfcorched. 
But I  objedt to innovation in the abftraCt, 
becaufe, whatever fuperficial advantages it 
may promife, no man can be wife enough 
to forefee all the latent evils w ith  w hich it 
may be pregnant. T he  Noble Lord and I  
entered together into this H oufe: in our 
condud: we have been both confiftent. T h e  
Noble Lord fet out an advocate for one fpe- 
cies o f  innovation ; I oppofed him  : he now  
propounds a fécond; I oppofehim  again. I 
pray to Heaven, M r .  Speaker, that he, and 
I, and all o f  us may not be the victims o f  
a third.

b W hat
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W hat was the caufe of the late rebellion ?

It was jacobinifm, which took advantage of 
the difproportion between the population 
and the property o f  the country, to raiie its 
population again ft its property. But why 
was the property victorious ?— It was be- 
caufe under our conflitution power is an
nexed to wealth. The love of property 
alone is a mean, temporifing, and timid 

* feeling ; but the fenfe o f  power is an ho
nourable and dignified fentiment. W hat 
was theconfequence? Each man ieltthat he 
bad a poft to defend ; and he that was bafe 
enough to defert that poft, knew that 
in fo doing he betrayed his truft, abandon
ed his charader, and forfeited his honour. 
But what, Sir, is to be the effe& of the 
prefent meafure ? It withdraws the power 
from the property. W ho then can contem
plate without terror the conferences of a 
new rebellion ? W hen the connexion Was 
afíailed, I was not among the laft to draw
p w  fword in its defence ; and if the Union

(hall



( »  )
íhall pafs into á law , 1 fhall not be among 
the laft to fight in its Support; fince, how 
ever I much difapprove of the meafure itfelf,
I am fully aware, that, o f all the evils 
w hich can affliót a nation, anarchy is the 
m oil dreadful. But, Sir, 1 muft at the 
fame time confefs, that I ihall go into the 
field w ith  very different fenfations ; I  ihall 
go into it, not as a vidtor, but as a fa- 
crifice j I  ihall enter it, not fluihed w ith  
hope, but armed w ith  resignation.

I know , Sir, it will be faid that this 
meafure ought not to be called an innova
tion, fince we ihall ftill poffefs a conftitu- 
tion confifting of King, Lords, and C om 
m ons. It is not then, I will allow, an 
innovation upon words or names ; bu t if  
there is fuch a th ing  as an innovation upon 
the fpirit and fubftance o f a conftitution, I  
fay that this meafure is an innovation. 
W ere this Parliament to be removed to M a 
dras, it m ight be faid to the people o f

B 2 Ireland,



Ireland, “  You cannot complain o f  inno
vation, for you have itill your old con- 
ilitution, confifting o f King, Lords, and 
Com m ons.”  But I would anfwer on be
half of the people, that it is eifential to the 
Britiih conftitution, that there ihould be a 
free, confiant, and immediate communica
tion between the legiilature and the nation 
for which it legiflates. If, again, any one 
o f  thofe beggarly reforms with which this 
country has been haraiTed for the laft 
twenty years, had unfortunately been car
ried— as long as the King and Lords ex- 
ifted— that would not have been long— it 
m ight have been argued that we had fuffered 
no innovation, iince we had Hill a King, 
Lords, and Commons. But I ihould have 
denied that concluííon, íince I apprehend 
that it is a fundamental principle of our 
conilitution, that property ihould be fo 
reprefented in the Legiilature, as to be able 
to proted: itfelf againil the attempts of 
enterpriiing indigence.

3 We
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W e are alfo told, Sir, o f  precedents. 
T he  only precedent, M r. Speaker, that has 
occurred in m y time, has been the union 
o f  Belgium to France.— Unite, faid the 
French Commiffioners, to the people o f  
that country ; haften to unite yourfelves 
w ith  the richeft, wifeft, moil populous, 
and moft powerful nation on the globe; 
fend us your reprefentatives, and you will 
iniliantly be transformed into Frenchm en. 
Yet I doubt, Sir, i f  even to this hour, 
the Belgic confcript, deferting to his woods, 
can beperfuaded that he is a French citizen ; 
and I do moft firmly believe, that France 
herfelf will rue the day when ihe preferred 
an incorporate union to the free and cordial 
connexion w hich ihe m ight have obtained 
w ith  that country.

But this is too ferious and awful a ques
tion to be wafted in an inquiry into pre
cedents, or in a difcuffion upon words.
I adm it that the cafe is not w ithout pre

cedent,
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cedent, and I allow that it is not an inno
vation on the conftitution : but even -its 
advocates fupport it on the ground of its 
being an important change. A great and 
important change it furely is : it is a change 
before which raihnefs ihould paufe, and 
from which courage might honourably 
retreat.

W e are firft called upon to reduce our 
Legiilature to one third o f its prefent num 
ber. N ow , Sir, however refpe&able for 
character and fortune the hundred M em 
bers of which the Commons are to be com- 
pofed may be, it is no flight to them to 
fay, that they will not be that defcription 
o f  perfons beft qualified by their habit or 
information to conduót all the complicated 
affairs o f  fo rich, populous, and fenfitive a 
nation as this is. In what, M r. Speakei, 
confifls the fuperiority of the praitice of 
our conftitution over its theory? It is in 
this— that, by our prefent reprefentation,

every
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every variety o f intereft, property, talent, 
knowledge, wifdom, and energy, which 
exiits in the country at large, finds itfelf re- 
prefented in the national Councils; which 
are, as they ought to be, an epitome^of the 
nation, in whofe place they itand, and for 
w hich they m uil always a i t .  But, Sir, it 
is obvious, that our diminiihed Commons 
w ill reprefent, after this arrangement, but 
one fpecies o f  property , and but one de- 
icrip tion o f  men, and both o f that clais 
w hich  is acknowledged to be the m oil 
inert.

N o t fatisfied, however, w ith  reducing, 
in this unmaiierly manner, the numbers o f 
our Parliam ent, it is next to be removed, 
to another country I w ill not fay, bu t to a 
diftant fituation— to a place c f  precarious, 
and frequently o f  difficult accefs; where all 
com m unication between the reprefentative 
and the conilituent w ill depend at all times 
upon the capricious favour o f  the elem ents;

and
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and where the moil important laws may be 
paíTed— laws affeéiing effentially the general 
or local interefts of this country, before any 
information on the fubjeél can be tranf- 
mitted from either country to the other. 
And laftly, Sir, this hundred Members, fo 
fele<fted, and fo placed, are to unite their 
deliberations with five hundred and fifty or 
Îîxty Engliih  Gentlemen, totally unac
quainted with, fometimes indeed ludi- 
crouily ignorant of, the flate o f this iiland, 
and the character of its inhabitants ; them- 
Telves occupied almoft unremittingly upon 
the affairs o f  one o f  the greateil empires, 
and one of the leail fimple governments 
upon earth.

On the fubjed: o f the propofed change I 
ill all fay no more. One word, however, 
Sir, before I fit down, upon the probable 
cffecft which it will have upon the future 
fentiments o f this nation.— I fay the future 
fentiments, in order to diitinguiih them

from
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from  the prefent irritation, w hich is an ef- 
fervefcence that I  have no doubt will foon 
fubfide. Looking upon that part o f  the 
question, it is natural that we ihould begin 
by inquiring what it is that makes a go
vernment ftrong. T he  anfwer is indifpu- 
table— T he acquiefcence o f  the governed ; 
but the queftion o f  m oil immediate im port
ance to us is, H o w  is that acquiefcence to 
bo obtained ? A  plauiible reply will be, 
By a government w hich promotes the pro- 
fperity o f  the country. N o w , Sir, that is 
a poiition w hich I utterly deny, and w hich 
the hiitory o f  the w orld uniform ly refutes. 
A  philofopher or a chriftian m ay reflect 
upon his real or relative happinefs, and fit 
dow n contented. But nations adt, not

•  I  #

from  reafon, but from  fentiment. A ttach 
ment to ancient laws and ufages ; afFeótion 
for the family o f  the Sovereign ; religious 
veneration ; and, above all, a feeling o f  iden
tity w ith  the fiate: thefe, ^Sir, are the 
bonds w h ich  hold focieties together.

c W h y
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W hy  do Ï expe<ft that the Britiih. confti
tution will be immortal ? It is becaufe of 
the conviólion which every man in that 
happy iiland feels,that,diredly orindiredtly, 
immediately or remotely, he poiTeifes fome 
influence over the government of his coun
try. N ow , I would aik, to which of thefe 
fentiments we are to look for the allegiance 
o f  our people ? As to the latter, I think 
we may fairly acknowledge that, after this 
meafure paiTes, not one man in Ireland, 
from Derry to Tralee, will ever dream that 
he poiTefles the flighteft weight in the coun
cils of the empire. Grant, then, that we 
ihall be well governed, and that our wealth 
will Confequently increafe : I fay, Sir,
that the richer we grow, the more proud, 
ambitious, and difcorltented we ihall be
come. A nd woe to that nation, M r. 
Speaker, for whofe pride, ambition, and 
difcontent, there is no natural and conftitu- 
tional iffue ! For my part, I cannot but 
believe, that When the fire of jacobinifm is

burnt



burnt out in France, it will revive and burft 
forth herej and that this town, which lately 
exhibited an example o f  fuch generous loy-, 
alty, will become the feat and metropolis o f  
the rankeit democracy. A nd i f  what I 
augur from this meafure ihould prove true, 
not this illand alone, but the whole civi
lized world, m ay yet deplore its confer- 
quences.

I have now, Sir, traced a faint outline o f  
m y  t)bjedlions to this propofition. I am 
unw illing  to fill up  the picture, fince, in the 
view w hich I have taken o f  it, the ihadow  
m u it  preponderate. In  the courfe o f  what 
I  have addreiTed to you, I have been com
pelled to fpeak things w h ich  could not 
have been palatable to feveral perfons on 
each fide o f  the H oufe, and, in  doing fo, 
the charge o f  indifcretion m ay be retorted 
upon m e ;  bu t I have the confolation, Sir, 
to th ink  that m y  indifcretions begin and  
term inate w ith  m yfe lfj they are indifcre-
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tions w hich may be noxious to me, but 
which muft be falutary to my country ; and 
I have the further confolation of believing 
that there is a loyal and candid majority on 
both fides of this Houfe, who can diftin- 
guiih between the difaffeited man and the 
coúrtier, and him who ftands aloof from 
both. T o  fuch men, M r. Speaker, I have 
principally addreiTed myfelf ; and of them 
I feel this hope, that, regardlefs of'the driv
ing ilorms and fretful billows o f demo
cracy on the one fide, and o f the poifon 
which fleams from the ilagnant pool of def- 
potifm on the other, w ith me they will 
yet take their itand upon the firm and lofty 
promontory of the Conilitution.

v  ,  % J  1  • *r iN is .
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P rin ted  by S. G o s n e l i ,
Little Q ueen S treet, H olbor*.


