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P il Pouke 2y, but for

a very few minutes. I addrefs you on this

queftion with the greateft reluctance, fince
I am fenfible that it 1s one upon which it
is eafy to irritate, but difficult to inftruct.
For the truth of this affertion I refer you
to the debates. They will but too clearly
afcertain that this meafure, fuch is its na-
ture, can neither be {fupported nor oppofed,
but upon grounds equally hazardous to the

peace of this country, and to the fecurity

of the empire. On one fide it is con-

tended, that, if our prefent connexion be

fuffered
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fuffered to fubfift, a feparation muft be the
confequence ; whilft, on the other fide, it
is with equal earncfinefs, and, in my
opinion, with more juftice, argued, that an
Union of the legiflatures will produce a
feverance of the countries. Now, what is
the leffon which the people of Ireland muft |
neceflarily learn from the. agitation of this
, quettion, but this, that, in either cafe, and
in every cvent, a feparation 18 to be ex-
peGted? Such, Sik, are the predictions
which the natureof the propofed meafure
muit neceflarily produce; but I am forry
alfo to add, that, from the ftrain of argu-
‘ment in which fome Members on both fides
have indﬁlged, onemight almoft fuppofe that
they wifhed to verify their own predic-

tions.

By the Noble Lord on the other fide, this
“kingdom has been reprefented as a colony ;
and with all the exaggeration of eloquence, .

and almoft in the language at which two or
; three
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three years ago we fhuddered, as it came
from the lips of Nelfon and O‘Connor,

has the connexion with Great Britain been

.‘ pié’cufed as a ftate of abje&t and humiliat-
_ing dependance on that country. Yef, Bit,

as the fuccefs of this project is ftill doubt-
ful, and as we may yet have to live under
this vilified connexion, whilft I ebject to

the opinion as moft erroneous, I mult pro-

~ teft againft its promulgation as moft indif-

creet. From one fide of the Houfe, and
from its higheft authority, are the people
informed that they are dependant upon
.Great Britain; and how is that country on
which they are fo dependant defcribed by
fome of the mémbers of this? She is de-
{fcribed as a ruthlefs tyrant and opprefior;
and hiftory has been ranfacked in order to
collect every inftance which can confirm or
'agg’ravate that character. - Againft {fuch fen-
timents and fuch condu¢t I muft equally
prateft, They have told you, Sir, that the
interefts of the two countries are diftinct,

A and
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and that {o they muft continue. In anfwex
to the rhetoricians on both fides, I will.af=
fert, firft, that if this meafuré thould-un-
fortunately pafs, I entertain no doubt that
the united Parliament will confider the in=
terefls of every part of the united kingdoms
as the fame, and that, in propﬁ)rtioﬁ to its
means of information, will.its condu& be
juft and impartial to each. And next I will
maintain, that we poffefs in: our pfefent
connexion as happy and independent a con-
ftitution as. human wifdom could invent,
or human infirmity enjoy.

I have onr eyery occafion, Mr. Speaker,
oppofed the confideration. of this queftion,
becaufe I cannot bring myfelf to accede to
a. preliminary ftep to that confideration,
namely, an. acknowledgment that our pre-
fent conftitution is-one which ought to be
abandoned ; for-it is idle, Sir, in any cafe
to deliberate upon a remedy ‘before you
afcertain  a difeafe. I know that our

e conftitution,
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conftitution, partaking of the nature of all
human inftitutions, is not free from imper-
fections ; but I know what its imperfections
are ; I know that {ome may be repaired,
others may be ﬁi‘rmounted, and that the reft
can without much difficulty be endured.
- I have had experience of the conftitution ;
it has undergone the fevereft of all tefts ;
it has been flung into the furnace of re-
be]lion, and it has come forth-unfcorched.
But I object to innovation in the abftract,
becaufe, whatever f{uperficial advantages it
may promife, no mancan be wife enough
to forefee all the latent evils with which it
may be pregnant. ~The Noble Lord and I
entered together into this Houfe: in our
conduct we have been both confiftent. The
- Noble Lord fet out an advocate for one fpe-
cies of innovation ; I oppofed him: he now
propounds a fecond ; I oppofe him again. 1
pray to Heaven, Mr. Speaker, that he, and
I, and all of us may not be the victims of
- a third, e |

B What
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What was the caufe of thelate rebellion?
It was jacobini{m, which tookadvantage of
the difproportion between the population
and the property of the country, to raife its
population againit its property. But why
was the property vi&orious ?-—It was be-
caufe under our conflitution power is an-
nexed to wealth. The love of property
 alone is a mean, temporifing, and timid
~ feeling ; but the fenfe of power is an ho-
nourable and dignified fentiment. What
was the confequence? Fach man feltthat he
had a poft to defend ; and he that was bafe
enough to defert that poft, knew that
in {o doing he betrayed his truft, abandon-
ed his charaéter, and forfeited his honour.
But what, Sir, is to be the efieét of the

prefent meafure ? It withdraws the power

from the property. Who then can contem-
platc without terror ‘the confequences of a
new rebellion 2 When the connexion was
aftailed, I was not among the laft to draw

my fu ord in its defence; and if the Union

A SL——— -
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fhall pafs into & law, 1 {hall not be among
the laft to fight in its fupport; fince, how-
ever I much difapprove of the meafure itfelf,
I am fully aware, that, of all the evils
which can afli& a nation, anarchy is the
moft dreadful. But, Sir, I muft at the
fame time confefs, that T fhall go into the
field with very different {enfations ; Ifhall
go into it, not as a victor, but as a fa-
crifice ; I fhall enter it, not fluthed with
hope, but armed with refignation.

[ know, Sir, it will be faid that this
meafure ought not to be called an innova-
tion, fince we fhall ftill poflefs a conftitu-
tion confifting of King, Lords, and Com-
mons. It is not then, I will allow, an
innovation upon words or names ; but if
there is {fuch a thing as an innovatton upon

- the {pirit and fubftance of a cbnﬁitution, |
fay that this meafure is an innovation.
Were this Parliament to be removed to Ma-

~ dras, it might be faid to the people of
! | B 2 Ireland,
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Treland, * You cannot complain of inno-
vation, for you have fill your old con-
ftitution, confifting of King, Lords, and

2

Commons.” But I would anfwer on be-
half of the people, that it is effential to the

Britith conftitution, that there fhould be a

free, conftant, and immediate communica-

tion between the legiflature and the nation
for which it legiflates. = If, again, any one
of thofe beggarly reforms with which this
country has been haraffed for the laft
twenty years, had unfortunately been car-
ried—as long as the King and Lords ex-
ifted—that would not have been lbng—it
might have been argued that we had fuffered
no innovation, fince we had ftill a King,
Lords, and Commons. But I fhould have

denied that conclufion, fince I apprehend

that it is a fundamental principle of our
conftitution, that property thould be fo
reprefented in the Legiflature, as to be able

to prote&t itfelf againft the attempts of

enterprifing indigence.
| ol 0 We
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We are alfo told, Sir, of precedents.

The only precedent, Mr. Speaker, that has

occurred in my time, has been the union

of 'Belgium to France.—Unite, faid the

French Commiffioners, to. the people of
that country ; haften to unite yourfelves
with the richeft, Wifeft, moft populous,
and moft powerful nation on.the globe;
fend us your reprefentatives, and you will
inftantly be transformed into Frenchmen.
Yet I doubt, Sir, if even to this hour,

the Belgic confeript, deferting to his woods,

can be perfuaded that he isa French citizen;

and I do moft firmly befieve, that France
herfelf will rue the day when fhe preferred
an incorporate union to the free and cordial
connexion which fhe might have obtained
with that country.

But this is too ferious and awful a quef-
tion to be wafled in an inquiry into pre«
cedents, or in a difcuflion l_Jpori words.
I admit that the cale is not without pre-

cedent,
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cedent, and I allow that it is not aninno-
vation on the conftitution: but even .its
advocates fupport it on the ground of its
being an important changé. A great and
important change it furely is: it isa c-ha_ngc—
before which rathnefs fhould paufe, and

from which courage might honourably i
retreat,

‘We are firft called upon to reduce our
Legiflature to one third of its prefent num-
ber. Now, Sir, however rcfpec’table for
chara&er and fortune the hundred Mem-
bers of which the Commons are to be com-
pofed may be, it is no flight to them to
fay, that they will not be that defcription
of perfons beft qualified by their habit or
information to conduét all the complicated
affairs of fo rich, populous, and {enfitive a
nation as this is. In what, Mr. Speaker,
confifts the fuperiority of the practice of
our conftitution over its theory? It is In
this—that, by our prefent reprefentation,

every
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every variety of intereft, property, talent,
knowledge, - wifdom, and energy, which
exifls in the country at large, finds it{elf re-
prefented in the national Councils; which
are, as they ought to be, an f:pitome"of the
nation, in whofe place they ftand, and for
which they muft always act. But, Sir, it
is obvious, that our diminifhed Commons
will reprefent, after this-arrangement, but
one {pecies of property, and but one de-
fcription of men, and both of that clafs

which is acknowledged to be the mofl

inert.

Not fatisfied, however, with reducing,
in this unmafterly manner, the numbers of
our Parliament, it is next to be removed,
to another country I will not fay, but to a
diftant fituation—to a place cf precarious,
and frequently of difficult accefs; where all
communication between the reprefentative
and the conftituent will depend at all times
upon the capricious favour of the elements ;

and
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and where the moft important laws may be
pafled—Ilaws affecting eflentially the general
or local interefts of this country, before any
information on the fubje& can be tmhf-
mitted from either country to the other.
And lattly, Sir, this hundred Members, fo
feleCted, and fo placed, are to unite their
deliberations with five hundred and fifty or
fixty Englith Gentlemen, totally unac-
quainted with, fometimes indeed ludi-
croufly ignorant of, the ftate of this ifland,
and the chara&er of its inhabitants ; them-
Telves occupied almoft unremittingly upon
the affairs of one of the greateft empires,
and one of the leaft fimple governments

upon earth.

On the fubjet of the propoifed change I
fhall fay no more. One word, however,
Sir, before I {it down, upon the probable
- effe@ which it will have upon the future

fentiments of this nation.—I fay the future -

fentiments, in order to diftinguifh them
from

;
o
v
f
;
1




.4 )

from the prefent irritation, which is an ef-
fervefcence that I have no doubt will foon
fubfide. Looking upoh that part of the
queftion, it is natural that we fhould begm
by inquiring what it is that makes a go-
vernment ftrong. The anfwer is indifqu
table—The acquiefcence of the governed ;

- but the quefhon of moft immediate import-
ance to us is, How is that acquiefcence to
be obtained? A plaufible reply will be,
By a govérnment which prémotes the pro-
fperity of the country. Now, Sir, that is
a pofition which I utteﬂy-‘deny, and which
the hiftory of the werld uniformly refutes.
A philofopher or a chriftian may reflet
upon his real or relative happinefs, and fit
down contented. | But nations ac, not
from reafon, l(au't ffom fentiment. Attach-
ment to ancient laWS and ufages ; ~affetion
for the family.of the Sovereign ; religious
veneration ; and, aboye all, a feeling of iden-
tity W1th the fate: thefe, \Sir, -are the

: bo_nds_ whzch Told focieties together

(. c Why
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Why do T expeét that the Britith confti-

tution will be immortal ? It is becaufe of
the conyiction which every man ‘in that
happy ifland feels, that,directly or indffe&ly,
immediately or remotely, he poflefles fome

influence over the government of his coun-

try. Now, I would afk, to which of thefe

fentiments we are to look for the allegiance
of our people ?  As to the latter, I think

we may fairly acknowledge that, after this.

‘meafure paifés, not one man in Ireland,
from Derry to Tralee, will ever dream that
he poffeffes the flighteft weight in the coun-
cils of the empire. Grant, tlien,rthat we
1hall be well governed, and that our wealth
will confequently increafe : I -fay, Sir,
that the richer we grow, the more proud,
ambitious, and difcoritented we fhall be-
come. And woe to that nation, MLr.

Speaker, for whofe pride, “ambition, and

difcontent, there is no natural and conftitu-
tional ifﬁle'g ‘For my ‘p'zfrt, I cannot but
“believe, that when the fire of jécébinifm is

burnt
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burnt out in France, it will revive and burft

forth hete ; and that this town, which Tately

exhibited an ‘example of fuch generous Toy

alty, will become the feat and metropolis of
the rankeft democracy. And if what 1

augur from this meafure thould prove true,

not this ifland alone, but the whole civi-

lized world, may .ye.t deplore its confe-

quences. ot}

I have now, Sir, traced a faint outline of
my objections to this propofition. T am
unwilling to fill up the picture, fince, in the
view which I have taken of it, the thadow
muit preponderate. In the courfe of what
1 have addrefled te you, I have been com-
pelled to {peak things which could not
have been palatable to feveral perfons on
cach fide of the Houfe, and, in doing fo,
- the charge of indifcretion may be retorted
upon me; but I have the confolation, Sir,
to think that my indifcretions begin and
terminate with myfelf; they are indifcre-

L
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| tions Whlch may be noxious to me, but |
which muft be falutary to my country ; and
I have the further confolation of bel;eﬁng
“that there 1s a loyzil and candid inajorfty on
both fides of this Houfe, who can diftin-
guifh between the difaffected man and the
courtier, and him who ftands, aloof from
both. To fuch men, Mr. Speaker, I have
principally addreffed myfelf ; and of them
I feel this hope, that, regardlefs of the driv-
ing ftorms and fretful billows of demo-
cracy on the one fide, and of ithe poifon
which fieams from the ftagnant pool of def-
potifm on the other, with me they will
yet take their ftand upon-the firm and lofty

promontory of the Conflitution.
FINIS.
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