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HOUSE OF COMMODNS;
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1799

NJR.PITT fpoke to the following effet:—=<¢ Sir, after the

inclination which has been manifefted by the Houfe to come
to a decifion on the queftion before them, 1 thould feel it my duty
to offer fome apology for rifing to delay that decifion, but as fome
difference of opinion is likely to take place in the minds of Gen-
tlemen, and the point under confideration is fo intimately cone
neted with the fafety and profperity of the Britith empire, though
I do not think it neceffary to enter fully into the important details
which the fubje€t naturally fuggefts, I cannot pafs over with in-
difference feveral topics which have been alluded to in the courfe
of the Honourable Gentleman’s fpeech. The Honourable Gen-
tleman in bringing forward his amendment, has appeared to me
to furnifh but one argument in fupport of the conclufion which he
labours to eftablifh, namely, that there is no power which can
make the refult of the deliberation for adjufting the reciprocal in-
terefls of bath countries effectual.” He has taken upon himfelf the
talk of denying to the Parliament of either kingdom the right of
incorporating one country with ‘another. With refpe& to the
publication which he has undertaken to refute, that is a fubjeét to
which the Houfe cannot attend; but how does the Honourable
Gentleman’s denial of the right of the Parliaments of both king=
doms ftaid ? If the Parliament of Ireland has no right to incor-
porate itfelf with thedegiflature of this country, without the fenfe
of the people of Ireland, as little has the Parliament of Great Bri-

tzin a right to follow the fame meafure with that of Ireland; as

little had the Parliament of Scotland a right to agree to the terms
of the Union which had been effeéted, as little had the Parliament
of England a right to ratify that Union, under which England has
fo eminently flourithed, under which our Jaws and liberties have
profpered, have been extended and confirmed. in defiance of every
check and obftacle; under which Great Britain has increafed in
opulence, in power, and glory, and has become at once the admi-
ration and ‘envy of the world, It there be any truth or any con=
{tftencyiin the Honourable Gentleman’s denial of the right ‘which
he chailenges, then all the folid 2nd beneficial eftablithments which
have bcen carried into effeét fince the period of the Union, muft
give way and fall to the ground. Even the Honourable Gentle-
man would, according to his own argument, ftand here unautho-

Fized, unqualified to deliver his fentiments in this Houfe. . For if

we admit his pofition to be jull, it evidently follows, that there is

A1 one aét which has been performed by us for thefe o years

paft, in whieh we have afled legitimately and conititutionally;
A 2 and,
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and, in fact, we could not at this moment fit here as a le‘giﬂatim -

Body. I cannot devife by what means, or by what ingenious re-

faurces the Honourable Geentleman can fupport bis ftatement, and _
it Teems that his allies are hitherto unknown. I have, howe&éﬁi*"
learnt from the newfpapers, that the Honourable Gentleman has |
at leaft one ally in his very extiaordinary propofitian. A certain

perfon has publicly declared, that every citizen of both countrics *

fhould come forward aud deliver his opinion on the prefent occa=
fion; and that without the fenfe of the aggrepate bodies, of ithe
kingdom, the Parliament of Great Britain ceuld not difcufsiner
determine the prefent momentous queftion. —Accordinggto’this
plan, which appears to coincide with tie fentiments ofthe Ho-
nourable Gentleman, every citizen was to ftand fordh with his
reafons, and vote in numerical progreffion, and the Degiflature
were, in the mean time, patiently to wait. for the' refult of the
whole. If we are to go back to the elements. of Jacobinifm, I
muit admit the argument of the Hon. Gentleman to be juft, and we
are, confeqlently, no longer a Parliament, Bugl muft do ‘him the
juttice to fay, that I am perfuaded he emfertains no fuch opinion,
and-if he does not, there is of courfe an end to that topic. With
yelpeét to the competence of Pacliament,to carry the meafure inta
effe& there does not exiit adoubt; and if the competence of either
or both Parliaments be fully admitted, let us (ee how ftunds the
queftion in your hands, as well as theamendment of the Hon,
Gentleman,  He complains, Sir, thatthe addrefs of thanks ta
His Majefty was moved by my right honourable friend near me,
and feconded by me as a matter cf~courfe, But why did we
purfue that conduct? Wasit becaufe we were pot aware of the
difficulties attending it ; becaufeswe were not apprifed of the
indifpenfible neceflity of mature, and minute inveftigation 7—No,
Sir l-—but becaufe we didwmot think it right to agitate a queftion
of fuch tranfcendent importance on the bare-mention of it ; becaufe
we conceived that it would be premature to bring forward for
difcuffion, a topic, the outlines of which were u nknown ; becaule
we could not confiftendy with our duties to the public, agice
to fubmit to confideration, a. fubjedt fo deeply intercfting in
its relations and operations, until it was {tated fairly and openly
in all its various dstails to the Houfe, Dut the Hon. Gentleman
has gone farther, and talked of a wifh to carry. it by furprife. I
do not hefitate to fay, that if any blame be imputabie to us, it is
that of having aéted with too much caution. It has been diftinClly
recommendeddrom the throne, to adopt fuch falutary meafures us
might improwe and perpetuate a connection, eflential to the com-
mon [eclrity and interefts of bgih countries.  We only {tated, in
conformity to that communication, the time of laying before the
Houfe the materials nectfiury for forming an opiniony and added,
that a proper interval would take place beiore we took the fenfe of
Parliament, I certainly thoughr that the Hon. Gentleman would
have candidly allowed the fairnefs of our conduct, and have done
juftice to our dcfire, fo clearly afcertained, of treating the fubject
with all the importance and deliberation to which it iglo peculia\rlx
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entitled.—In fhort, the queltior: now is, fhall we, after the expiration
of a proper interval, difcufs and eome to a determination upon the
fubject, or fhall we in the firft inftance, and in the mere outfet of
the bufinefs, without taking a juft review of the confiderations on
both fides, without eitering into the effential points that are con=
neéted with, and muft influence’ our decifion, pofitively declare,
that the meafure is cither unneceffary to the fecurity and happinefs
of Ireland, or fo impracticable in its operation, 2s to prevent any
hopes of realizing it ! With regard to the amendment, I fhall fay 2
few words prefently. It is enough forus to fay, we bring forward
a propolition i our opinion fuitable to the prefent ftate of Ireland.
We do no mcre. We do not afk for immediate difcufiion. But Sir,
what is the Hon, Gentleman®s condué ? he fays, without confider-
ing the fubi«& in any point of view as it relates to ‘this country
or to Ireland, « [ will enter upon no enquiry whatever.” Now,
Siry he is bound, according to this fyftem of atiilg, to make out
to our counviction, either that the ftate of Irddand 1s fo completely
fatisfattory, that we may repofe with fafety, “and that, confe-
quently the propofed arrangement is fuperfluous, or it is incum-
bent on him to point out fome other mode ofa more falutary and
more efficacicus nmature. Has he then, I am authorized to de-
mand, made out any fuch cafc? 1 anfweryme! Does Ireland ftand
in need of a remedy? 1 have heard nothing but complaints of
the miferable and diftreffcd fituationy of Ireland from the Hon,
Gentlemian and his party for along time pait. They have rei-
terated and ftudioully expatiated upon'the wretched condition to
which that country was reduced; they have bitterly inveighed
agaicft the miftakes®and errors, of its Government’; they have
defcribed in the moft alarming terms the horrors which it was
condemned to fuffer; they have anx'oufly ftarted cifficulties and
raifed objections againft every word that went to extenuate the
painful “diftrefles which theyurelated.  What has the Hon, Gen-
tleman feen ir the cgnditian of Lreland fince ihat duy, to caufe fa
maierial an alteration in ‘his opinion? What has he difcovered
fince that day to induce him to retract his dzclarations, -and
imprefs him witha convittion, that Ireland 1s fo fecure, fo happy,
and fo profperousy@s to render every kind of remedy unneceflary,
He has feen aspebetlion raging with inveterate fury, and aim-

ing a deadly blow at the connexion between that country and
Great Britain, . He has feen that Rebellion crufhed, and the
Governmient vof ireland lef: ftanding in f{ecurity. The Hon.
Gentleman feems to forget that he found no difficulty then in
blaming “the Parliament of Ireland, yet he comes forward now
and isvas profufe of his praifes cn it, a8’ he was before lavith in
his genturcs.  He cannor, thercfore, have feen dny thing fince
that period to juftify this extraordinary and unzccountable de-
wchiciion of fentiment.  The evils ad calamities with which
Iréland is afflited lie deep in the {ittation of the country.
/They are to be attributed to the manners of its inhabitants, 10
~the ftate of focigty, to the. babits of the peopie at large, to the
unequal diftribution of property, to the want of civilized inter-

: cou.fe,
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courfe, to the jarring difcord of party, and above 2ll, to the pres
judices of religious fects. ~ The Hon, Gentleman fays, we cannot
cure them all in a day. If they could be cured {o, they might be
cured by the Parliament - of Ireland, by Parliamentary Reform or
Catholic emancipation. But if the deplorable fituation of the
country can only be cured by gradual, fober, and difpaffionate im-
provement and civilization ; if much cf it that is juftly complained
of can only be remedied by the circulation of capital, by the focial
intercourfc naturally flowing front improved trade and commercc,

by the diffufion of focial habits, by the difcrimination of liberal

fentiment, by removing party diftractions, by fupprefiing fadtious
aflociations,” by allaying hereditary feuds fubfifting ‘hetween two
nations living in the fame lfland, and by the exunchon of reli=
gious prejudices, we muft look to it in the provifions of an in-
dependent Legiflature removed from the immediate feat of thefe
evils, which fhall not be partial to either party, but the fair
arbiter and kind parent of both; which fhall not be liable ta
Tocal influence, nor be fubject to popular incitement, and which
thall be fully competent to make head againft the lawlefs inroads
of deftrutive innovation and anarchy. Where then, Sir, is this
gradual and effectual remedy to be' found, while the legiflature
remains in that country, and muft, from the parts which com-
pofe it, partake of the fpirit of either party? Ify therefore, the
Hon. Gentleman looks to lrcland for a Legiflature calculated
to apply a radical cure to the calamitics which are manifelt,
he will not find it there, Lf helooks to the imperfection of the
Conftitution of Ireland, as I admit, does he contend that the Par«
liament of Ireland is as well adapted to have that degree of con=
nexion and union with the great mafs of the people as the Parlia-
ment of Great Britain? Will he ferioufly maintain that the defired
remédy is to be hazarded in that country ! —The wildelt fpecu-
lation, the moft extravagant flight of modern political theory in
all its new fangled docirines, attempted in any other country,
would be more likely to.be crowned with fuccets, and more Ic=
concileable to reafon than fuch a propofition. It would upon every
principle of cominon fenfz be fuperior to it, I do not deny that
even the deformed refembiance of the Britith Confbitution s fus
perior to any proceeding from the new iyltem, but the imperfeg-
tion of the Irifh Conttitution is admitted, and to that muft be
added the complicated grievances and defeéls in the {tate of the
country at large. With refpect to the want of a diftuiion of pro=-
perty, to the extracrdinary difparity of rank, and to the fcanty
means of focial improyement, al] producing in a proportionate
degree mifery in one extreme and oppreflion in the other—how
can thefe grievances be remedicd but by a clofer connexion with
Great Britamn, v hich is fuperior to every other nation 1n cvery
thing that conftitutes the independence, wealth, and civilization
of a State? The fituation of ireland muft alfo be remegdied by the
influx of capital and the circulation of wealthy and whence are
thefe neceflary ingredients to be fupplied but by afimilating :}::
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with Great Britain, which enjoys a portion of prafical bleflings
fuperior to any other country in the world? If thefe ftatements
be correét, I am authorized in maintaining, that according to the
principles advanced by the Hon. Gentleman himfelf, nothing can
tend more completely to redrefs the unhappy 2nd diftracted ftate
of Ireland, than uniting, blending, and confolidating its interefts
and views with thofe of Great Britain. Therefore, Sir, upon the
Hon. Gentleman’s principles it is not only a meafure worthy of
confideration, but a fpecific remedy for the {pecific evils of which
he complains. He does not fcruple to tell us, and withes Parlia-
ment to record, that the final adjuftment with Ireland in 1782,
has been found incompetent to fettle every difference, and he
told us yefterday, that he wifhed to perpetuate the connexion be-
tween Great Britain and Ireland; but I am not content with
faying, that the connexion fhall be perpetuated, and that Ireland
thall form a part of the Britith Empire, but I with fhe fhould °
participate in all the bleflings, enjoy her juft thare of all the dif~ °
tinguithed happinefs: of every part of the Britifth Empire, and |
confolidate the ftrength and energy of the whole. I donot merely |
fay let Ireland be united, let her be blended with us, but let her
partake of every folid benefit, of every eminent advantage that
can refult from fuch an incorporation. The queftion then is,
how are thefe great objeclts to be attained? When the connexion
with Ireland was fomething more than a name, when that
connexion was afcertained, and the Imperial Parliament of this
country exercifed a fupremacy. over Ircland, it did happen,
that during that period the narrow policy of Great Britain,
influenced with views of trade and commercial advantages,
tainted and perverted ‘with felfilh motives, treated {reland
with partiality and neglect, and never looked upon her growth
and profperity as the growth and profperity of the empire at large.
I reprobated as much as the Hon. Gentleman, that-narrow-minded .
policy: as mifchievous and pregnant with the mot fatal confe-
quences to both kingdoms. Thus a fyftem radically defective
exifted, but another was fubftituted in its place. One branch, that
of the Executive Power, was left the fame in both countries ; but
there were alfo left two independent Parliaments without any per-
manent tie between them, and that at a time when every honett
‘Englifhman and every honeft Irithman {incerely wilhed the con-
nexion might be drawn clofer. The countries were leftin a
fituation'of intimacy which the breath of accident might at all
times deftroy. = They were liable to be feparated by a thoufand
accidents which no human forefight or wifdom could prevent.
It is now'the duty of both Legiflatures to render their bappinefs
anutual.and permanent. I am now, Sir, about to notice that .
avhich has been alluded to by the Hon. Gentleman as a final ad-
juftment ; and I can undertake to ftate, that this final adjuftment
was made under the pretence of redrefling exifting gricvances,
without looking to future confequences, or taking a general and
inecellary view of circumftances—it was dictated by the fpirit of
-momentary popularity, and was net founded in the iblidintcreﬂ;
0
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of the country, Having created two diftinét. P: liaments equally
able and competent to .decide and diftate on queftions of peacé
and war, on all points of trade and commerce—it left them as di='

vided in all material points about which natiotis may conteft as
any two Powers on the Continent. - That fuch was " the iftue of
that arrangement cannot now be denied, and I can thereforemains
tain, without incurring the rifque of contradi€tion, that there isno
reafon whatever for calling it a final adjuftment.  Such, howevers
was the boafted aichievement of the great patriots who'teok the
lead in the emancipation of Ireland: “The fabric whightheyhad
raifed was popular, but the very men who raifed it knew it was not
found. Theylooked at their work, and they faw that itwas imperfects
One of thefe great patriots was gratified with a largetdonation
from his country; and the other was celcbrated in the publications
of the day. When the A& was pafled which gave indeperdence
to Ireland, I think it neceflary to obferve; that it was accompanied
by a refolution which contained a {alutary provifion; The refolu=
tion ftated, that it was the opinion of the Houfe that the connexion
between both kingdoms thould be confolidated by future meafures
or regulations founded upon the bafis of mutual confent.—[ Mr.
Pitt read the Refolution from the Journals of the Houfe. ]==That
Refolution was alfo carried in an Addrefs.tothe Throne. There~
fore, Sir, I have the authority of that Refolution to prove that no
final adjuftment was then made, and nething has been {ince attempt=
ed to provide for that defective fettlement but the partial and inade~
guate meafure of the Irith Propofitions, which were defeated by the
_perfons who framed the refolution, and who found ne fubititute in
their room. The onus of fhcwing that it was not a final adjuft=
ment, lies with thofe who framed that refolution 5 1 mean with the
Hon. Gentleman and his friends. ‘T'he onus lay with the Hon, Gen=
tleman to ftate what means and what refources he had in hismind to
anfwer the pledge givento the country. But, Sir, is there no pro-
bable cafe in which the Legiflatures of both kingdoms may
diffier? Has the Hon. Gentleman forgotten that one cafe did
arife, and that within’the fhort fpace of 16 years? With that ex-
perience before any eyes which we forefaw, no arguments can at

refent be necefiary to {hew that the poffible recurrence of fuch
a cafe {hould be precluded.  The cafe to which I allude; is one
which has been noticed by the Hon. Gentleman, but noticed
vty to beglofied over. 1 mean the Regency, The difference
of principle was evident, for the Irith Parliament decided upon
one principle and the Britith Parliament upon another. They
both led to the appointment of the fame Perfon, but that was
accidental, for that Perfon muft have governed Ireland upon one
principle and England upon another. .~ He would have been Re-
gent in one capacity in one country, and in a capacity directly
the reverfe in the other. It, therefore, followed that the office
might, upon grounds equally juflifiabls, have been vetted in two
diftinét perfons, Will any man, with fo inftruétive an example
before his eyes, talk with’ fincerity of a final adjuftment ? Will

any man tell us that the fecurity of the gmpirg is in its prefent
view
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view founded on a permanent bafis ? In the only war which has

‘taken place fince the eftablithment of Irifth independence, the

queftion of mutual intereft has been fo exaltly the fame, that I can-

not quote any difference of opinion on that head. Fortunately,

the only great inftance in which two countries could aét in op-

pofition had not then occurred, and the local intereft of Ireland

has in the prefent war been fo intimately connefted with this

kingdom, and her exiftence and welfare has fo much depended

upon us, that there is no opportunity of citing a cafe of difpute

between both nations on the great queftions of peace and war,

But will the Hon. Gentleman pretend to maintain, that when

the habit of difcufling the foreign relations of the Empire fhall

take place, the Parliament of lreland may not, as it might natu-

rally think itfelf entitled to do, proceed to enquire into treaties

and alliances ?—On a fuppofed difference of local intereft, wiil

the Hon. Gentleman tell me it is inipofiible that the Parliament

of Ireland (hould take one {tep in giving advice to the Sovereign

and the Parliament of Great Britain another ? If in the prefent

conteft, the Oppofition were to have as ‘much influence in Ire-

land as they formerly poflefied, a vote for peace might be pafled,

and the efforts of Great Britain paralized. WIll the Hon. Gen-

tieman tell me, that the Parliament of Ireland might not in fuch

a cafe neutralize its ports, prevent the raifing of recruits for the

army and navy, and {trike a fatal blow at the power, and endanger

the exiftence of the empire. Let any man maturely refleét on

the dangers that may pollibly relult from the prefent fituation of
both countries, and he will tremble at the perils to which they
are expofed. Even with regard to the conteft in which we are
now ftruggling for the deareft and moft valuable confiderations, is
there hot ground for juft alarm ? Itis true, that the influence of the
Oppofition party in Ireland, has been lefs prominent than ever.
T'he influence of the great Patriot is extinét in Ireland, nearly in
the fame way that the reputation of the other great patriots
here in England has expired. But if we wifh to render the con-
nexion perpetual, and to make the ties indiffoluble, fhall we do
our duty to either country if we negle&t to bring forward this
propofition ? I hawve, Sir, been arguing to provide for the profpe-
rity and fafety of lreland, and to remedy the miferable imperfec-
tions of the arrangement made in 1782. But how does it {tand
at prefent ? The fituation of the country is indeed deplorable,
Rent by party.diftraction, torn by the divifions of fecls, fubje& to
the revival ot inflamed hoftility, a prey to the hereditary animofity
of the old Irith and the Englifh fettlers, the fcene of conftant pre-
judices proceeding from fuperftition and ignorance. =~ Add, Sir, to
this true colouring, the infufion of the laft deadly poifon, Jacobin-
ifm, and they will altogether produce a picture of the moft horri-
ble kind. There we may clearly diftinguifh a miferable ftate of
cealelefs contention, of perpetual diftraction, of the moft rooted
animofity, which, however great the exertions of the Legiflature

_of Ireland may be, and I heartily give them all the praife which
“they have received from the tardy ﬁ)ancgyric of the Hon., Gentle-

man,
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man, they can never fucceed in removing. Thefe confiderations,
without entering into any minute details, which, as I have before
obferved, are in this ftate of the bufinefs unneceflary, are, I trufty -
fufficient to induce the Houfe to agree to the inveftigation o}‘
ineans that may be deemed adequate to cftablifh the internal tran=
quillity of that country, add to the ftore of our common refoutces,
and confolidate and ftrengthen the general interefts of the Efnpire.
If any inftitution be inadequate to provide an effetual remedy for
thefe evils, it is, Sir, I do not hefitate to fay, the Irifh Legiflature ;
not from any defeét of intention, not from any want of talent, but
from its own nature ; and it is and muft be incapablé’of reftoring
the internal happinefs of the country, and fixing the profperity of
the people on a firm and psrmanent bafis, as longas the prefent
ftate of that kingdom, with refpe&t to its relation o Great Bri-
tain, continues. I'hat Legiflature, formed as it is, muft continue
ever radically defe&ive. 1 have, Sir, fpoken 2n honeft and a fair
opinion. I have not been deterred from it by any apprehenfion
that it may not prove acceptable to any {ét of men on this or on
the other {ide of the water; but there 1s'no circumfitance of pro-
bable difficulty, no idea of the lofs of ‘popularity, no perfonal con-
fideration, however weighty, car prevent me from ufing every
. exertion and every effort in my power to accomplifh a meafure
which, in my firm conviction, dire@ly tends to promote the hap-
incfs of the people of Ireland, to eftablifh the mutual relations of
Eoth countries on the moft folit! and advantageous bafis, and to
confolidate in the moft permanent manner the genuine interefts of

the Britith Empire.”

THURSDAY, January 31, 1799.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. PITT, rofe, and -'
fpoke to the following effet : « Sir, when I propofed to the
Houfe to fix this day for.the confideration of a fubjeét fo highly
jmportant in its nature, and fo intimatcly connected with the
fafety of the Britith. Empire, as that which was recommended in
His Majefty’s moft gracious Meflagey 1 indulged in the hope that
His Majefty’s communication to the parliament of Ireland with re-
fpe& to the fame objéct, would have opened a fpeedy and effec-
tual way ‘to fecure the happy accomplifhment of a meafure which
was calculated to draw clofer the ties of mutual intereft between
both countrics, to perpetuate a connexion effential for their com-
mon fecurity and happinefs, to augment the power and refources,
and confolidate the firength of theBritifh Empire, and more imine-
diatelyto eftablith on a firm and permancnt balis the tranquillity
and profperity of Ireland itfelf. That hope I am fincerely con-
cerncd to oblerve, has been difappointed by the meafures which
have fince accurred. 1 know that the parliament of Ireland, in
the difcuflion and decifion which have followed His Majefty’s moft
‘gracious communication, has exercifed that competency which I :
do not mean to queftion, but admit it fully poffefles, to reject or |
adopt any meafure propofed to them by the Executive Govern-

“ment.  One of the Houfes of Parliament in Ireland has how-
WoBYEr
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ever thought proper to adopt the recommendation. F ecling as
- Idoafirm perfuafion of the great, folid, and extenfive benefits
that muft refult to Ireland from’confenting to carry into effelt the
object propofed; feeling as I do the immenfe addition that _muf?
alfo accrue to the Empire at large, and the confolidation o
{trength, intereft,and affe@ion that muft be derived to both coun=
tries from the execution of it—I cannot avoid faying, that T am
imprefled with the deepeft regret for the difappointment which
. has taken place. But, Sir, knowing at the fame time the un-
- doubted right of Parliament fo come to {uch refolutions as it may
- think moft proper, and to a& in every manner moft conformable
to the fentiments by which it is a&uated, I do treat the decifion
of Parliament on that momentous confideration with the greateft
deference and refpect. 1 have not the moft remote intention of
. agitating matters, which might poflibly, in the courfe of their
~ difcufiion, give rife to a fpirit of animofity, or lead to hoftilities
i between both countries; but while I treat that decifion with
* every mark of refpeft-to which, as the a& of an independent Houfe
. of Commons, it is clearly intitled, I muft {ay, that I have a
l duty to perform, which, confiftently with my convi®ion and
| feelings as a Member of the Britith Parliament, I am bound tq
execute. That duty is to ftate to the Houfe the outlines of the
plan which has been deemed juft and effe@ual for fettling a com-
plete and final adjuftment between both countries. I am ready to
admit that there is no chance of bringing itto a happy termination
while it is oppofed by the fenfe of the Hgoufe of Commons of Ire-
land; and having allowed that, I muft obferve, that it is upon that
very ground that I feel it the more neceflary to urge it now, and by
ftating the outlines of the meafure,to thew the vaft and permanent
advantages which have been neglected, in confequence of the vote
which precluded the difcuffion of the propofed-arrangement. It
is therefore my duty to explain the motives by which the mea-
fure was dictated and brought forward, and to ftate openly and
fairly the plan to this Houfe, in ordér that it thould remain re-
corded here, as that on which the Parliament of this country, if
it be fanctioned with our approbation, is willing to clofe with the
Parliament of that kingdom, leaving it to that country to rejeét
or adopt, as it mayjudge moft expedient, at any future opportu-
nity. When a_great queltion like the prefent was brought for-
ward in Ireland, unzaccompanied-as it was by any details, it was not
unlikely that jt'fhould mect confiderable oppofition from national
pride ; from mifreprefentation ; from mifconftruction, and a va-
riety of caufes; yet to whatever motives the fentiments of diflike
which have been manifefted again{t it may be attributed, it is, 1
muft obferve, eflential and necefizary it thould be known on what
- grounds the Parliament of Great Britain came forward to promote
~ amore intimate and lafting connexion between the two countries,
‘4 In this point of view, & have no hefitation in faying, that ] am
© Cenvinced, under the apparent difcouragement which prevails,
- hotwithilanding the prejudices which have been difplayed, that this
- meafure is founded upon fuch principles of reciprocal benefit and
o : ‘ Ba profperity,
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profperity, and is fo materially conneéted with the general interefts
of the Britith Empire, from which Ireland cannot be feparated
for 2 moment in argument or in faét, that it fhould be {tated
clearly and difpaﬁionately by us, and be left open to the freey
fober, and unprejudiced difcuflion and decifion of the Irith Par-
liament for rejection or adoption onany future occafion. It will not,
I truft, be denied, that it is neceflary time thould alfo be given to
all thofe in any manner connected with the refult of it; to deli-
berate on the probable effects of the plan, and to forma juft efti-
mate of its confequences. Itis neceffary that all thofe who are
in any degree implicated in the event, fhould be at fulldiberty to
weigh the various reafons which may operate on  their minds,
either in favour or againit the meafure, with refpect to the pre-
fent and future flate of trade, commerce, and manufattures, and
their extenfive and complicated relations ; with ‘refpect to the
Frefent diftracted ftate of lreland, and the fatisfactory profpect of al-

aying and fupprefling for ever all party animofity and religious
prejudice 3 and with refpect to the prefent want of improvement in
the manners of the people, and the probable fpeedy progrefs of
civilization and internal happinefs: Thefe weighty topics can-
not be candidly and impartially Jdeterminied without minute in-
veftigation, unremitting attention, and cool, ‘mature, and dif-
paffionate difcuffion. 1 am the more encouraged in the hope that
a plan pregnant with fuch bleffings, will prove ultimately fuc-
cefsful, when I oblerve that the ‘miajority which rejected all dif-
cuffion, without wifhing to hear the grounds on which the re-
commendation was fupperted, conlifted of barely more that one-
half of the Members prefent. When 1 obferve in_ the other Houfe
of Parliament, containing fo very large and valuable a proportion
of the property of the kinzdom, a decided opinion exprefled in
favour of the meafure ; when I obferve that on the very outfet
of the bufinefs, when popular prejudice and clamour were in-
duftrioufly excited againft it, that much of the trading part of the
kingdom, and 2 confiderable fhare of commercial intereft came
forward with the acknowledged declaration of its utility Thele,
Sir, are fufficient grounds to juftify me in entertaining every ra-
tional expe@ation of fuccefs. But notwith{tanding aHl thefe
great and fatisfactory reafons that offer themfelves to my mind
for expeéting” a favourable conclufion, I cannot fay that 1 look
to an adjuitment crowned with the unanimous €ONCUITEnce,
though, I truft, ratified with the full and deliberate confent of
the Patliament of both kingdoms. It is, Sir, with a view of
thefe objects that I think it my duty to bring forward this day
a plan for carrying into effe the object of His Majefty’s
gracious communication; not for the purpofe of being 1mme-
diately acted upon, but that it may be known, and that the Ju!’c
grounds of {fuccefs may be afcertained. . With' this intention 1t
is wy duty to open to the ‘Houfe the outlines of the plan, ob-
ferving that I do not mean to make them the fubject of debate
atprefent. A&ing upon this plain, and I truft confiftent prin-
ciple, it appears to me that the faireft way of proceeding will ::
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to flate to the Houfe a ftring of Refolutions .which have been

prepared for that end. When the confideration of them comes
on, that cannot be done while you, Sir, remain in the Chair,
and it will be neceffary for me to’ move the Houfe to refolve it-
felf into a Committee of the whole Houfe. If it fhall be agreed
on by the Committee that the refolutions are fit to form the
bafis oft he out-lines, my opinion will be that Parliament fhould
adopt them, vote an Addrefs on the fubject of them, and lay
them at the foot of the Throne to be communicased to Ireland,
when an opportunity favourable to the difpaffionate inveftigation
of them fhall occur. I have now, Sir, explained to the Houfe
the motives which have induced me to fubmit the plan to Parlia-
ment, and I will now endeavour to explain the general grounds of
the meafure, and the general arguments by which it is fupport-
ed, and to give at the fame time as fhort a view as I can of the
whole. As to the principle on which all the out-lines are found-
ed, I am happy to find that no difference of opinion exiits
on that head. T am happy to find from what has happened in
this houfe in the late Debate, whensthe fubjett was firlt in-
troduced and agitated, that the genecral principle of the ne-
cefity of perpetuating the cennexion between both countries
was fully recognized. That prineiple, which once admitted,
and which indeed cannot be denied, was forcibly ftated by
an Hon. Gentleman oppofite to me; who deprecated all dif-
cuffion on that night. But the neceflity of the connexion thus
acknowledged, leads neceflarily tothe moft important confidera-
tions. We are bound te confider that connexion with due re-
oard to the interefts of Ireland—we are to confider it with regard
to its trade, manufaQures, and commerce—we are to confider it
with regard to the permanent eftablithment of its domeftic peace
and happinefs; with regard to its perfet fecurity from the avowed
defigns of the enemy to effet its feparation from this countrys;
with regard to its ftrengthening the power and refources of the
Empire at large, and with regard to admitting it to the full and
unqualified enjoyment of all the bleffings Dy the poilefiion of
which Great:Britain is fo eminently diftinguithed from all other
nations, Admitting this principle, on which the Legiflatures of
Great Britaip 28d Ireland muft a&, let me now afk, what is the
prefent fituation of that connexion, the neceffity of preferving
and perpetuating which is fo amply allowed, even by thofe who
declare hemfelves unfriendly to the meafure now under confi-
deration 2~ That connexion, fo neceffary to the profperity, and
even to the exiftence of Ireland, and fo advantageous to the com-
mon. interefts of the Empire, has been attacked both by forecign
and domeftic enemies. Our foreign enemies have failed in cvery
attempt, though the profpe&t of diffolving that connexion forms
perhaps the only remaining hope of the foe. But he has been

‘hitherto baffled in every endeavour to arcomplifh an ol:iect fo
y I 1€

defirable to his intercfts ; he has been fucceflively defeated with
difzrace, and all his attempts bave been triumphantly turped into
adsdonal means of our own fecurityn  Perbaps the means ufed

bt



..

A (14 )
by the enemy to accomplifh the feparation of both countries, may
be the means of knitting clofer the union that exifts between us,and
of ftrengthening the barrier which in the prefent crifis we oppofe to
the perfidious principles and boundlefs ambition of France. Thatcon. |
nexion has notonly been attacked in an alarming manner bya fore
enemy, but it has been attacked in a ftill more”dangerous way b
domeftic treafon, excited by France; and in addition to the .dfg’e
tracted {tatc of Ireland, all the horrors of Jacobinifim ‘have been
engrafted on the complicated miferies of the old fyftem. Let us
then fee if any new order of things congenial to the exigencies of
the moment, fuitable and calculated to ward off impending danger,
and adapted, as far as human wifdom can make it, £o remedy the
growing evils can be devifed to fecure the connexion. which s
confefled in the fulleft fenfe to be abfolutely neceffary, " “We know
that the connexion, as it is at prefent formed, is fuch, that the
greatnefs of the danger likely to refult from it. is.admitted by all,
‘We cught to be wife in,time; we ought to provide againft the
infidious and tyrannical encroachments of an encmy, who, though
not truly wife, enjoys a pre-eminence of wifdomin knowing how
to invent and apply with fuccefs all the means of mifchief, murder,
and devaftation. If there exifts any deubt of the precarious {tate
of the prefent connexion, this circumftancesis alone fufficient to
juftify us in viewing it with apprehenfion and fear, and in finding
out means to alter, improva, and perpetuate it. But it is fufficient,
without any extraneous reference, to look at that connexion which
all men with to preferve and render permanent; and I do not hefi-
tate to maintain, that it does.afford the fecurity we dzfire for either
country. I took the liberty of ftating on a former night, that the
fettlement of 1782, fo far from deferving the name of final adjuft-
ment, was one that left the connexion liable to p:rifh by every
breath of accident, and fubjeé to be broken by the flighteft cafual-
ties. Itwas in truth inadequate, incompetent, and in every refpe&
ill calculated to fecure the end for which it was framed. Let no man
think that I confider the condu@ of Great Britain before the fettle-
ment of 1782 liberal.” We certainly had previoufly acted with a
narrow {elfith policy-towards Ireland.” Jealous of their commercial
profperity, looking upon them as the rivals of our profperity, we
only regarded them s the inftruments of our own aggrandize-
ment. But afterwards, when that felfifh, that illiberal, that defec—
tive {yltem was altered in 1782, what was fubfituted in its room ?
We demolifhed one fyftem, and we furnifhed nothing in its place, -
This, Sir, is not prefumption, it is not bold and unfupported aflera.
tion; it is not forced conjecture, I take it to be fo from the fet-
tlement.itfelf. 1 prove it to be fo from the declared opinion of the
Britith parliament. I affert it to be o from the recorded opinions
of the minifters themfelves who made it. It is proved from the
alts of the men who formed it—from their own knowledge who
made it, that it was incomplete, partial, and defe@ive. Two inde-
pendent Legiflatures, without any common bond of connexion, and
which the occurrence of any cajuaity might for ever feparate, were
eftablithed. The ties betwcen both countries, which oughtto have
beea' ftrong and lafting, were flight and ﬂecting,\and the very
4 m.i
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‘men who brought forward the new arrangement were diffatisfied
withed to provide for them by a fubfequent proceeding: Yet
nothing fince had been done to remove the defes ander which
it laboured, and that boafted fetclement remained to the :g;“é;- ‘
fent hour in the fame precarious and nugatory ftate. "Bde

Thave great authoricy for going farther in this mode of argu
ment; and I can ftate, without expofing myfelf to the danger of
contradiCtion, that even in the opinion of fome of thofe perfons
who have recently oppofed the prefent meafure in Ireland, the
fettlement of 1782 was not calculated to perpetuate thé connexion
between both countrits, to fecure the commercial ‘profperity of
Ireland, or to -encreafe the common-intereft and power of the
Britith Empire. 1 have, Sir, in favour of this pofition, the au-
thority even of one * for whom I certainly entertain the higheft
refpect—one, Sir, who in that country fills the important fituation
which you do here.  His opinion was, that the connexion of 1782
could not laft. Sir, I ftated to you on a former occafion the

 with their own work; ‘they faw the imperfe@ions of it, and

“hiftory of that tranfaltion, and it fully appears from your Journals.

A Meflage was fent from the Throne, ftating the grievances
complained of in an Addrefs from the Lords and Commons of
Ireland, and the fubjeét matter of the complaints was by His Ma-
jefty’s command laid before the Parliament of Great Britain:
it was immediately followed by acts of redrefs, The repeal of the
Declaratory Law was moved and carried, and fatisfaction was
given to the exilting difcontents with refpe& to the independency
of tha Irifh legiflature: but the Minifters of that day were clear]

of opinion, and Parliament coincided in that fentiment, by refolv-
ing that a further connexion was neceflary ; and as a fupplement,
it was recorded in the Joutnals, that fuch other terms fhould be
fettled as might be agreed on between the two nations.” [Here
Mr. Sheridan obferving acrofs the table that Mr. Pitt ought to
read the refolution to the Houfe, Mr. Pitt continued] ¢ [ts
certainly my delire, Sir, that every paper and document
fhould be read before the Houfe proceeds to the difcuflion 3
but I beg mot to be interrupted in the courfe of my obferva-
tion® 1 fay,#Sir, that a further connexion was deemed
neceflary.  TheHon. Gentleman may read as much as he pleafes,

but he muft alfo fHdte to the Houft the particulars of the fubje&,

and the reafons by whicll he thinks himfelf enabled to fupport this

-explanation of the text. An Addrefs was voted to His Majefty in

confequénceof that proceeding, and a gracious Meflage from His
Majefty was delivered by an Hon. Gentleman, a Member of this
Houfe, Who was then one of the principal Secretarics of State, but
whaiis not now in the Houfe. Meafures were recommended to
be taken in order to extend the Settlement, but no fuch mea-
fires have ever fince been adopted. It is therefore unde-

Ju* See Mr. Fofter's Speeches in the Houfe of Commons of Ireland,
- Augoft 1785, on a Motion « for léave to bring in a Bill for effeétuat-
., Ang the Intercourfe and Commerce between Great Britain and Ire-

nd, &c.”—at the end of this P ublication ; taken verbatim from Mr.
W. Woodfall’s Impartial Sketch of that Debate,

‘piable |
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niable, that fuch meafures were recommended for the pur-
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pofe of making that Scttlement perfect, which was admitted to

be altogether imperfedt. It canfyquently remains to this hour

in its original imperfet and incomplete ftate. We fay that”

Great Britain and Ireland ought to be infeparably united. ;f‘
that general principle there is no fhade of difference of opinion;

et the Parliaments were different in both kingdoms, and tﬁe
Crown which governed both had only the power of rejelting or
accepting the Ads of the Irifh Parliament under the,(Great Seal
of that kingdom. Ifto guard againft the fatal efiects of paity and
local prejudice,—if to provide an effetual remedy for thealarm-
ing difcontents excited by hereditary feuds—if to extinguith for
ever the inveterate animolfity of jarring felts, and conftant diffen-
fions, be the great end to which we thould direét our attention,
and for the attainment of . which we fhould exert every effart, it
would be fufficient barely to ftate the meafure, in order to evince
its falutary operation. But, Sir, I have an opinion in additional
fupport of my fentiments which muft goy from the authority of
the perfon who delivered it, a confiderable, waysin my favour. it
was delivered on the commercial propofitions, which were not
accepted, and confequently can be no bar to any further arrange-
ments, and it muft have great weight with the Houfe. 1 am
not, Sir, about to difcufs the nature of the:commercial propofitions
in 17835, though they went, in the opinion of maiy, to palliate the
evil. But thofe who maintained the fettlement of 1782 with un-
diminithed perfeverance,—I {peak, I am fure vpon better record
than that of Parliamentary proceedings,—thofe who maintained
the fettlement of 1782 were particularly zealous and indefatigable
in their fupport of the commercial propolitions of 1785, and their
opinion on that point was centained in a {tatement drawn up by
thofe who were the parties in the previous arrangement. [ find,
then, Sir, that the Gentleman whofe authority I mean to cite, and
who was at that time Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Irith
Houfe of Commons (Mr. Fofter), did not fcruple to exprefs his
fentiments in the following terms, which are contained in, the
flatement to which 1 allude —¢¢ 1f thisinfatuafed country gives upthe
prefent offer, fhe will, I fear, look for it again in vain.”” —Now,
Sir, I hope that will not be the cafe, and that the offer will be given
again, even upen more advantageous conditions. But this Gen-
tleman goes on and obferves——¢ Things cannot temain as they
are.” (A general cryof Hear ! Hear ) Yet, Siry all this lan-

uage, all thefe ftrong and decifive declarations are forgotten, and
the boafted final adjuftment of 1782 is pleaded as an unan{werable
argument againft all further fettlement.  But the Hon. Gentleman
proceeding itill more forcibly to imprefs his fentiments, remarks—
« Commercial jealoufies muft arife.  The connexion cannot
laft.”’—I beg leave to obferve, that Mo not quote this againit the
opinion of the Hon. Gentleman, but with a view of fhewing,
that the connexion of 1782, on which fo much reliance is placed
by the enemies of the prefent meafure, was in reality never
felt to be final and fuflicient for its purpofe. Permit me,

Sir, to ak, how will Gentlemen oppofite to me, get rid hc_:f
' . this

!
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- this weighty authority which goes fo ftrongly againft them
- +and which they now begin to refpect ?—~Will they under-
- dertake to prove, in oppolition to this opinion of the Gentleman
- to whom I allude, that the prefent connexion does not carry in
vit the feeds of future {eparation, that it is not likely to producea
conftant round and fucceflion of commercial jealoufies arifing from
the jarring aéts of two diftinct and feparate Legiflatures 2 If they
cannot prove this, and I believe they will hardly attempt fo ver
arduous a tafk,—the queftion that naturally prefents itfelf is, how
can thefe evils, and the dangers which threaten both nations be
prevented ! 1 anfwer, that they can only be averted by one com-
-pact, or by blending both Parliaments together in an incorporate
-Union. What then is the {tate of opinion on this important
point ! Why, in {pite of the opinion of the Gentlemanto whom
-I have referred —in f{pite of the advantages that muft be derived
: to Ireland in particular from this meafure, in fpite of the confo-
" lidation of the ftrength and refources of the empire, it fo hap-
| pens that-opinions borrowed from this fide of the water converted
i the Irith Parliament, and convinced them that it was improper
. -to admit any arrangement as inconfiftent with the independence of
the Legiflature. The confequence s plainand undeniable. The
feeds of feparation muft be fuffered to remain, and the exiftin
connexion between us may be completely annihilated by mere
J accident. . The only mode of providing an efficient remed)y is by
compact-or by union. But if to all the weight of thefe authorities
~=if to the opinion of Gentlemen who have maturely confidered
paft tranfactions and the relative fituation of both kingdoms—if
the experience of what has fince happened—if falts melancholy
and deplorable, which are recent in the mind of every man, fail in
Thewing the neceflity of the.meafure, there is however one folitary
event, the only great occafion which has occurred fince the final
adjultment, which fhews beyond the poffibility of doubt the prac-
tical defeéts of that arrangement; and after this proof, which had
been previoufly feen in argument, will any one oppofe the necet-
fity of fome further .proceedings to improve and perpetuate the
connexion ! T'he circumftance was indeed of a moft intereftin
; kind, and was pregnant with the moft imminent perils; and iIf
we had not been, relieved by a happy event from the perplexities
and embarraflments into which it muft have involved us—an
event to which'we muft look with complete fatisfaction, exul-
tation,  and gratitude, we fhould have been effentially fcparated
from Irelands, Every Gendeman muit know to what 1 allude.
In the queftion of the Regency, the decilion of the lrith Par-
liamentewas in direét oppofition to that of the Parliament of
Great Britain. It was founded upon principles direcily oppofite
tothofe by which the Britith Parliament was influenced, and it
~ was but mere accident that thofe principles led to the nomination
of the fame perfon as Regent, but with different reftric¢tions and
oppofite offices.  They certainly might with equal confiftency and
juitice have led to the appointment of difterent perfons; and
€an any man, after that initructive example, helitate to fay, that
& ; C : the
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the fecurity for the ftability of the connexion between the two
countries 1s infufficient, partial, and defeGtive ? In one kingdom
the office of Regent was to be held by one tenure, and in ‘the
other by an oppofite one, and thus the link of connexion was
completely deftroyed. Such an a& would have been politically
and practically the caufe of difcord and feparation, and muft have
impaired the fecurity of the Empire. If then a queftion has arifen
~of fo very dangerous a tendency in the fhort fpace of 16 years,
and that we have found the aétual {yftem eftablithed between us
to have failed in promoting that connexion, in the neceffity of
which there is no diverfity of opinion, I afk, are or are we not
~authorized, are we not rather compelled by the irrefiftible dictates
of our duty and our own conviction, to provide againft any fu-
ture contingency ? But entering fomewhat deeper into this moft
ferious confideration, and looking at the diftiné& powers of confi-
dering of peace or war, of difcuffing foreign treaties and alliances
on any fuppofed or real grounds of national advantage, which in
their unqualified extent muft be allowed to belong to the Parlia-
ment of Ireland, will any Gentleman tell. me that the decifion’ of
the Irith Parliament might not be one way, and that of the Par-
liament of Great Britain another? Will any Gentleman under-
take to afiure us that the Parliament of Ireland would not give
different advice to theit Sovereign from: the Parliament of Great
Britain. Will it be advanced that queftions of fuch ‘moment
fhould not occur on which the independence and even the exift-
ence of either kingdom might be at ftake? I believe, Sir, no
man will be found bold enough to advance fuch affertions. Are
we contented with faying that the fuppreflion of party diftinctions
is fufficient? Are we fatisfied with providing a partial cure for
the evils and grievances which are fo juftly complained of ? No,
Sir ! I with to fpeak out largely for all that are involved in the
refult of this great queftion. I fincerely with I could difcufs with
every man in Ireland his refpeciive intereft, with a juft reference
to the profperity of all.  Suppofe the Parliament of lreland fhould
think the prefent war unjuft? do Gentlemen mean to fay that
fuch a difference of opinion could not exift between us? I {hould
‘be glad to have an anfwer to thefe confiderations whieh have
been already admitted as juft by every man, and even by the Hon.
Gentleman whom I have only heard on the fubje&t as a warm
friend to perpetual connexion.  Admitting then this principle,
the queftion isy have we or have we not fufficient grounds to pro=
ceed in {trengthening the ties of union between both ¢ountries # -
We are now engaged in a conteft the moft awful and important {
that has ever called for the combined exertion of wifdom, mag-
nanimity, and perfeverance. If then we have a weak point ex-
pofed to the open attack and infidious arts of the enemy, and
which has been aflually attacked in both thefe ways by the
enemy, I thould fay, let that point be fortified. 1 fhould fay fo
more decidedly from the nature of the ftruggle in which we have
fo glorioufly oppofed the horrors of revolution with increafing

fpirit and proportionate perfeverance, 1 fhould fay fo becaule
we
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we are ifivolved in a conteft of order and regular Government
againft confufion and anarchy, of morality againft boundlefs and
licentioufnefs, of religion againft impiet(, of virtue and
] e kind, and the
violation of every focial duty, of property againt plunder and de-
predation. Thefe expreffions have been treated as idle declama-
tions, but they are now practifed and attefted by the bleeding wounds
of devaftated Eurepe; yet realized as the language has beeny it is
too feeble to paint in their genuine colouringall the horrors and all
the miferies of revolutionary fuccefs. Is there then, inthe aftual
crifis of public affairs, any man that will not feel that to bind
Great Britain and Ireland together in a clofer union againit the
fatal inroads of France, is a benefit fo important and ineftimable,
not only to ourfclves but to the whole world, that even commercial
advantages, local confiderations, political importance, muft all fink
and appear weak in comparifon of that great and indifpenfible
object. But even thefe confiderations wiil fuffer no abatement
from the prefent meafure, for they will be greatly increafed, while
we thall unite to form an infurmountable barrier againft the inor-
dinate and fanguinary power of the enemy. The accomplithment
is the more ealily to be attained, as they are neceflary in fecuring
us mutually from danger and in defeating the ambitious and
turbulent hopes of France. There has not been, there is not a™
fingle Statefman, there is no manshowever little acquainted with
the real interefts of Europe, who will not tell you that the union
of Great Britain and Ireland is a moft invaluable acceflion of
ftrength to the whole, as a confolidation of the power and refources
of the Britith Empire; and ean any man deny that the compo- ,'
pent parts of it are more deeply interefted in that grand point,
without which they muft all fall to picces, than inany benefits,
however great, that may refult from local advantagesi All
authors who have reafoned with any degree of found. political
argument, have been uniformly of that opinion. And, Sir, if any
thing in particular could infufe terror into the heart of the enemy,
it would be, that the fylftem which between this country and
Ireland was before nominal and precarious, fhould become real and
permanent. But in what degree does it tend to increafe the
fecurity and happinefs of Ireland ?  In the exact proportion which
all the parts muft bear to the whole, when all are equally confoli~
dated in giving power to the empire. A proportion too {trong,
too evidenty and too cogent to require the fuppert of argument.
That which has hitherto enabled us to make a formidable and
triumphant ftand againft the eccentric, extravagant and ex=
trzordinagy power of France—that which gradually leads to open
to-each other our refpe&tive markets—that which by reciprecal
intercourfe improves the ftate of manners—that which by in-
troducing the common ufe of capital to the encouragement of
agriculture, commerce, and manufa@ures — that which extinguifhes
the illiberal and defiructive-fpirit of national prejudices and party
feuds, muft have an evident and natural tendency to increafe-
the profperity and augment the power of both countries. With
C 2 refpect
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refpect to the permanent fecurity of Ireland, there can, T believes
arife no doubt on that topic. “We have feen Ireland diftradted -
and torn by domeftic treachery, and expofed to the danger of
foreign invafion. We have feen the military force of Great Britain,
not required by the Conftitution, interfere with ardour, and ac~
quire true glory in reftoring the tranquillity of that country. We
have feen and admired the gallantry, courage, and perfeverance oft
Volunteers and Yeomanry, who, by their patriotic ‘exertions,
have deferved every thing that has been faid in praife of their he-
roic ardour, and of whom it might be juftly faid, that they deferve
to be in reality the brethren of Britons. But the very extent of’
the difficulties in which we have been engaged, has carried along
with it their cure. It never has happened that Great Britain has
fo truly flourifhed, as when attacked in Ireland, and when that
country was threatened with the friendthip and bleflings of French
fraternity. If the danger were lefs marked, and the erifis lefs de
cifive, would the fame means have been in our power ? It is then
to the fpirited perfeverance of Ireland, feconded by the gallant ex-
ertions of this country, that we are indebted for'our common pre-
fervation and prefent fafety ; and is not this a weighty motive in
us both to improve and perpetuate the eftablifhed conne@ion be-

, tween us? What, Sir, is the effe@tual curefor fuch dangers here-
after, but to blend the people of that kingdom with ourfelves, to
-~ identify them' with ourfelves, to make them fhare all the advan-
tages which we enjoy in peace and in war, to infpire a generous
- emulation into the whole, and to enable them to participate in all
the refources and in all the bleflings of this nation, permanent as
we are in every acquirement that can diftinguifh and exalt a
country? I do not hefitate to fay, that the man who does not at
once perceive the beneficial effeéts of this great plan, muft be
blind to every confideration of the moft oftenfible importance and
neceflity. If therefore it comes to us fo ftrrongly recommended,
what are we to look to next ? We muft look to the internal ftate
of Ireland. I know that any attempt on our part to arrogate the
right of judging of the claims of contending feéts, what the Pro-
teftants may think proper to grant; or what the Catholics ma
think juft to demand, is improper. I difclaim all right to any
interference with refpeé to the internal regulations and arrange-
ments of an independent country. Yet we cannot be altogether
blind to what paffes there, more immediately when we confider it
as an affailable point. Whoever upon that ground looks upon all
the miferies which have happened there—whoever refleéts on all
thofe lamentable but necefiary feverities which have been exer~
cifed, and have been in fact aggravations of the guiit of the of-
fenders—whoever was convinced of the calamitous ftate of the
people in general 5 of the want of improvement and rcfinement
In manners ; of the unequal diftribution of property ; of the dif-
__traétion of religious fects; of the rooted animofity that has de-
* fcended from generation to generation, and {till fubfifts between
the native Irifth and Britith fettlers ; of the want of capital, fo
neceflary to promote the extenfioa of commerce, muit alfo be
: -convinced
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convinced of the neceffity of the prefent plan. But how much
more forcibly muft that conviGion be, when to all thefp irrefifs’
tible' motives are added the poifonous principles of Jacobinifin,
the deadly fpirit of innovation - and anarchy, undermining the
fmall portion of happinels left, and converting into the inftru~
ments of defpotifm a people deluded with the mockery and cang
of French liberty.  Such, Siry is the unhappy ftate of that
country which we have fo much reafon to deplore, and fhall
we hefitate to apply as far as we can go, a remedy we have
the moft {ubftantial reafons to deem decifive ? Ido not believe the
Hon. Gentleman is likely to enter into a vindication of 2
fitvation of fuch. complicated horror and diftrefs;. ‘I %now no
remedy for thefe evils but an Imperial legiflation, to allay diftrac-
tion, to heal the wounds of inteftine fattion, to reftore general
peace and domeftic comfort. And looking at Ireland feparately,
we cannot {peak of it but as a part of the whole empire. We
cannot, confidering its intimate relation to ourfelves, (peak of it
but as true Irithmen: nor can the people of that country fpeak
of us on the fame principle but as true Englithmen. But, Sir,
if it were even pofiible to feparate the confideration, which I com-
pletely deny—I fay, even in that cafe, that it would be for the
fake of Ireland itfelf to apply that remedy in conjunction with
Great Britain, which alone can reftore it to the enjoyment of
‘ational happinefs and domeftic comfort. If the want of im-
provement, and of all thofe bleflings which have been enumerated,
1s granted, where is the remedy to he found but in an Union?
What is the fituation of the Proteftants and Catholics now ? The
Proteftants may fay, that any conceflion to the Catholics will
threaten the Proteftant afcendancy with ruin: the Catholics, on
the other hand, are fo fuperior in number, that a ftate of fear pre=-
vails on one fide, and a ftate of difquiet and difcontent on the
other. Such is the fituation as to render it a delicate and dan-
gerous topic to difcufs. The Religion of the State is on one
hand, that of the bulk of the people on the other, and the property
of the country in the hands of the {maller number. It muft un-
queltionabiy be a very excellent and ftrong fyftem that can pro-
vide for all the defe®s of fuch a ftate. = DiftraGed as it is with
the agitation and inflammation of religious opinion, it may pro-
bably be for fome years the fubjed of difcord. [ believe fio man
will fay that a full conceffion to the Roman Catholics of their
claims can take place in the actual fituation of the kingdom, [
beg leave to fay, Sir, that I am now. deprecating any difcuffion
upon that point, but I have no difficulty in faying, that two propo-
fitions with refpect to that fubject are, in my opinion, indifputable.
And T do not hefitate to affert, that if ever the day fhould come in
which it would be thought juft and expedient to admit them to the
full participation of all the privileges enjoyed by their fellow fub-
je€ts 5 fuch a meafure would, in the United Parliament, be free
from every prejudice and party motive which might be fuppofed
muft prevail in the Parliament of Ireland,  An impartial Legif-
lation, far enough removed from the fcenc of contention to act
as

1]
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as the common parent of all, and influenced only by the diGtates.
of temper, candour, moderation, and a ftriét attention to the
refpective claims of the different parties, and to the common in-
terefls of the whole empire, would be better adapted to decide
than any other Aflembly. If the Legiflature were not local, but
impartial, the Catholics and Proteftants would confequently be
in the judgment of men divefted of every prejudice, and intent
only upon promoting and eftablifhing on a fatisfactory and per-
manent bafis the rights of the various claimants. Buty Sirywhen-
ever that time {hall arife, the queftion of conceffion will be perfectly
free from every local confideration, and 'the Catholics will be put
under the impartial protection of an unprejudiced Legiflature.
It may then become 2 queftion, whether the payment of tythess
and the payment of their own Miniftets, may not be altered.
1 merely ftate thefe matters as (ubjeéts of fair and impartial conli-
deration. I fhall now, Sir, take a more particular view of the.
benefits which will refult to Ircland from an incorporative Union
with Great Britain. The firft great and folid gain which will
arife to the fifter kingdom, willibe the fecure and permanent
prefervation, by an unalterable compaét, of all thofe commercial
advantages which Ireland now holds at. the difcretion of Great
Britain, and by a tenure which muft always be confidered con-
tingent and precarious: and here, Siry it will be impofiible for
e to follow a better guide than' that Hon. Gentleman, whom
1 have had fo frequent occafion. to quote,, and who fo ftrenuoufly
urged the commercial propofitions of 1789 in the Irifh Parlia-
ment. [Here Mr. Pitt read a paflage from Mr. Fofter’s fpeech
upon the mutual exports of the two countries, ftating thofe of
Treland from Great Britain in the year 1785 at 1 million, and
thofe of this country from Ireland at 2 millions and a half, and
seprefenting the certain continuance of that and all the commer-
cial advantages Ireland enjoyed as entirely dependent upon the
adoption of fome .fuch propofitions as were then made.] Such,
Sir, were the fentiments, at that period, of this Hon. Gentleman,
who has fince reprefented a final adjuftment of a morc liberal
and extenfively beneficial nature than that which he then fo vehe-
mently prefled upon his countrymen, a3 tending to abolifh for ever
a1 the advantages which they now poflefs. So far,indeed,was he then
from entertaining any of thofe apprehenfions which have induced him
to reject the prefent propofitions, that we find him telling his co=
legiflators, that the fecure enjoyment of their own fortunes de-
ended on their embracing the opportunity which was then
offered to them, of participating in the commerce and profperity
of Great Britain upon a firm and p:rmanent bafis. do not
mean, Sir, to reft the meriis of the prefent meafure upon argu=
ments ufed 2t the diftance of feveral years, becaufe | know that it
may be faid, the circum{tances which warranted thefe may have
fince totally changed 5 though [ cannot fee what change of €ir=
cumftances fhould -juftify fo diametrical an oppofition of opinion,
gs that of the Hon. Gentléman I allude to. An zlteration of cir=

cumftasces has certainly taken place, but it is fuch, Sirg as gi&res
sl ill
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“ftill greater weight to all the arguments which he ufed, fo far as

‘the commercial interefts of Ireland were concerned. This will

be immediately obvious from a thort ftatement of her commerce

-as it now ftands with this country; and here, Sir, T fhall again
refer to the words of the fame perfon for the ftate of the argument

as it relates to the articles of which the exports and imports are
compofed, and which T the more willingly refer to on account of
‘their peculiar concifene(s and force. I have already faid that he

ftates the total amount of imports from Great Britain in 1785 at

2,500,000l and that of the exports to this country at one million.

In this comparative eftimate, he juftly obferves, that almoft every

article of Irifh produce is imported into this country duty free, while

there is fearcely one earticle of Britith produce or manufacture,

upon which a duty is not levied on its importation into Ireland,

though nearly one half of the whole of our exports to that kingdom

‘contiits of articles of indifpenfible neceffity—of falt, for carrying da

their fitheries; of hops, which the Irith cannot grow’; and coals,

which they have not yet been able to raife in fufficient quantity for

general fupply. But, fir, if the honourable gentleman whom [ have
mentioned, then faw how much the commierce of Ireland depended

upon the free will and generofity of this country, and thence re-

commended with an earneftnefs proportionate to his conviGion of
this truth, that the Irith Legiflature fhould clofe with the terms

then held out to them, how much more zealoufly thould he incul-

Cate the fame fentiments, when the prefent ftate of the commerce

between the two countries is fairly balanced. As far as refpects
the interchange of manufactures, this country does not at this mo-
ment export to Ireland much more than one million {terling yearly,

whilft the articles which fhe imports from it, amount to between
four and five millions, almoft all of which, as I have already ob~
ferved, are duty free ; and upon every one of them have we given

het a preference over every other nation, and in many initaoces
over our own manufacturers. Four-fifths of her whole commerce

is confumed by ourfelves ; and yet, fir, fuch is the country which
has been taught to depend for the continuation and extenfion of
commercial bleflings exclufively upon its own Legiflature, while
their exiftence for 2 moment is'in almoft every branch dependent
upon the generous difcretion of that of Great Britain. We have
not only exempted-its linens from any duty on importation, but
have fecured them a double market by granting a bounty on their

re-exportation, while we have prevented the competition arifing

from the cheapnefs of the linen manufactures of the Continent by

fubje&ting their importation to a duty of 30 percent. It is to thefe

facrifices, firyupon the part of the Britith egiflature, that the peo-
ple of Ireland are indebted for a branch of their exportation, which
#mounts to three millions a year. 1 do not mean, fir, to arraign
the propriety and wifdom of thefe facrifices s but at a time when
they are fuppofed to flow not from the aff-cti mate conceions of
the people of this country, but from a fource entirely independent
of their influence, I think it is no more than juft to thew that we
have made fuch facrifices. The lofs which the Britifh reyenue an-

naally
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nually fuftains by foregoing the duties upon Irifh linens, which are
levied upon thofe of other nations, cannot be eftimated at lefs than
700,000, and if the cheap rate at which foreign linens could be
brought into our market, were it not for the heavy duty to which
it is fubject, be taken into account, it will be found that the real
annual facrifice which we make in favour of this branch of Irifh
manufacture, is very moderately ftated at one million. Yet thisis
one of thofe advantages, fir, of which the complete confirmation is
by one fet of men looked upon as pregnant with the moit deftructive
confequences. But, Sir, 1 am happy to find mylelf again fupported
bv the {fentiments which one of thofe perfons, to whom [ have repeat-
edly alluded, formerly delivered upon this fubject, in maintaining
that a free communication between the two countries muft ultimate-
1y be produétive of incalculable benefits to both, and that a perfect
freedom from taxes fhould be granted to the manufacturers of each,
by which every branch “of trade would find its true level, and ca-
pital be more productively employed to the feparate advantage of
each, and to increafing the power and riches of the whole. I
have alfo the fatisfation to find that the objections which are now
{fo warmly urged, in reference to the fuppofed injury to the com-
merce of Ireland, were refuted in 1784, by the fame perfon, an
with his ufual force of argument. He obferved, that Ireland hav-
ing as good a climate, and being in every refpect as favourably
fituated for commerce as England, while her taxes were much
lighter, when, by the extinction of the rivalthip now fubfifting
‘between them, trade fhould be permitted to take its natural courfe,
it muft rapidly rife in opulence and grandeur. It appears, there-
forz, Sir, to have been the opinion of an able Statefman, intimately
acquainted with every branch of the commercial intereft of his
native country, that the fyftem which I conceive to be moit ne-
ceffary for fettling the connexion of Great Britain and lreland
upon 2 bafis of unalterable fecurity, muft be eminently advanta-
geous to the latter. I do not conceive, Sir, that by-agrecing in
this obfervation, I thall excite any alarm in the minds of the peo-
ple of this country. 1 am convinced that they feel every difpo-
fition to admit their brethren of Ireland to a fhare in all the

roud diftin&ions which they enjoy above every other nation, and
that they would have no reluctance to communicate a portion of
their wealth, if they could be fure that what they poured into the
lap of Ireland would redound to the general happinefs and {trength
of the Britifh Empire, inftead of being transferred into the fcale
of t cir enemy. It is from my perfect conviction that fuch is the
temper of all the enlightened portion of my countrymen—from a
full belief that if thole jealoufies which have fo long, and fo un-
happily, fubfifted between the two countries were finally extin-
guifhed, that a participation of every blefing which they poflefs
themfelves, would be cheerfully granted to the fifter kingdom—
¢hat 1 for one will never be deterred from making every experi=
ment fhort of the Jaft extremity, to effect a meafure {o eflential to
the interefts of both. That fatal extremity, Sir, 1 hope never

will arrive ; nothing that temper and conciliation can effect will
be



R I P T .

- stady e 3 : ~ 5

R 3 A1 SRR
~ be wanting on the part of this country to prevent it ; and if ever
it fhould arrive, it will be entirely owing to the blind counfels of
 thofe who may unfortunately have the management of the affairs
of the fifter kingdom. Of the conciliatory difpofition of the'
Britith Parliament, every act that it has pafled with refpect to Ire=
land for a feries of years, affords multiplied proof ; and the people’
*  of Ireland muft be fenfible, -Sir, that whatever advantages th at
this moment poffefs, are all originally derived from the Britifh
Legiflature, and not from the independent Legiflature of “their
_own country, Thus, Sir, have I endeavoured to give an outline
of the important confideratiens which ought to induce the Pdrlia-
“ments of both kingdoms to deliberate on the laft means of effelt-
ing the object recommended in his Majefty’s Meflage, and flightly
~touched in my progrefs upon the various objeltions to it which
may have arifen from political or commercial jealoufies. I am
aware, however, that in addition to thofe which 1 have ftated and
refuted, and which arife in a great meafure out ¢f the detail
of the contending interefts which are to' be reconciled, ob-
jeCtions of greater magnitude have been urged, and unfor-
tunately with too much fuccefs in the fifter country. The
firft, and the moft-important, is ithat which queftions the
competency of the Legiflature of Ireland to efitertain the dilcuffion
in any fhape. ' But upon this I fhall not enlarge at prefent, as
there will be an opportunity of diftinCtly arguing its merits in the
_ courfe of this night; or on any other, if the Honourable Gentle-
. .man oppofite fhould be difpofid to prefs it. I believe, however,
that on more deliberate refle&tiony neither he nor any other per-
; fon within thefe walls will affert'that the Irith Parliament is in-
- competent to %he queftion; unlefs he means to do one of two
things—to diftinguith the'authority of the ‘independent and co-
~equal Legiflature of Ircland from that of the Parliament of Great
, Britain, and thus whilebe invefts it with a facred charatter, di-
" veft it at the fame time ofithe charaeriftic functions of a Par-
liament— or, unlefs ‘he be prepared equally to deny the compe-
b tence of the Parliament of Great Britain. If he mazintains the
E " Jacter alternative, then, Sir, I will contend that he might at the
3 fame time denythe validity of the Unioa between Fngland and
_Scotland—he muit &ny the authority by which we now fit—he
muft invahidate ewery law which we or our anceftors have en-
- aéed—andfrom) an unreftrained application of the fame princi-
ple, every greattranfadtion in our uittory on which the power of
parliameént has been excrcifed, and every thaxim upon which he
himfelf'has adted in his capacity of a legiflator.. T will explam my-
felf, Sie; 2"lictle farther :—1 fay, that if freth delegated powers
from the conftituent be neceffary upon every occafion; when it is
propofed to alter any part of the conftitution, then muit the in-
corpotation of Wales, and the counties Palatine, and the Union
wiith Scotland, have been grofs violations of the conftitution, and
Stotally deftiture of legal validity. 1" muft apply the fume prin-
ciple’in a° more fpecial manner to every law which regulates the
B various
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various qualifications of our eleCtors—to that, for infltance, which
requires thatan eleftor for a couhty fhall be;_poﬁ'ed'chf afrechold =
of 40s. a year ; and in the fame manner with refpedt to all the )
charters on which are founded the feveral modifications of the .
eletive franchife throughout the whole country. If he looks ta.
Ireland he will find a ﬁi]l ftronger inftance to illuftrate the ab~
furdity of fuch a pofition. Is there any one, Sir, who doubts the
competence of a proteftant parliament chofen by proteftant elees
tors, who poflefs almoft the whole property of the kingdom, to
emancipate, and afimilate’to themfelves the great body.of the
catholics ? And fhall it be faid to be a greater ftretch of. power
to affociate itfelf with another kingdom poflefling the fame laws
and the fame religion? Or referring to a fubject,which has of
late years been much agitated within this Houfe, [ mean that of
Reform, . I will afk, whether at.the time of their difcuffing that
queftion, any of the Gentlemen oppolite to me, eatertained any
doubt that they had not legal power to disfranghife thofe who had
fent them into this Houfe, and to enfranchife thofe who had not
fent them. I will deny, Sir, that fovereignty,can exift in any
country feparate from its  Legiflature, orythat notwithftand-
ing the exiftence of a fupreme [Legiflative Body, the con-
trouling fovereign power, in the modern interpretation of it,
remains in abeyance in the great mafs of its fubje@s. This
doctrine, Sir, is the fertile fource of all the mifchiefs which have
convulfed the civilized world to its center, and which, where-
ever it has {pread, has involved both' Government and People in
one chaos of mifery. I confefs, Siry that it has been the fubjeét
of much anxiety to thofe who have had the arduous tafk of con-
ducting the affairs of this country at a period beyond example
critical and dangerous ; and, it is not without concern that [ per-
ceive it brought forward in a more latent form, after being foiled
in its open undifguifed attack. It is untrue, Sir, that any national
aflemblage of men can exift under Heaven, without delegating a
fupreme unlimited power, to their Government. The queftion
whether that Government exceeds the powers neceffary to the
prefervation cf fociety, or abufes it to its diflolution, is a queftion
of pertlous refponfibility, too delicate to come within the code of.
human regulations or form 2 chapter of human jurifprudence.

‘T'he next obftacle, Sir, which has been, thrown in the way- of
identifying the interefts and exiftence of the two countries, arifes
from an erroneous national pride. Upon this fubject an appeal
has been delufively made to the quick feelings of a nation dif-
tinguifhed for its high fenfe of honour. It has been told, that no
compeniation can be made'to them for the furrender of their in-
dependence; I am really defirous that Gentlemen would difpaf-
fionately _examine the principle upgn which this objection is
grounded. Do they mean to fay that any fociety of men, com-
prized within a given local diftri¢t, who are defirous to enlarge
“their fphere, by uniting themfelves with other focieties of the

fame de.cription upon equal terms, are by the very act of U'nio'(ri
4 ‘ lefs
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~ lefs members of an independent community, or lefs in poffeffion -
- of all the privileges which they formerly enjoyed, whether civil,
political; or religious? Let us trace the hiftory of thofe nations
of Europe who exult moft in the pride of independence, and we
fhall eafily be convinced that they never could have attained, that
lofty eminence of - glory which they now enjoy, if their fore-
fathers had acted upon thofe narrow principles—Europe, Sir,
would have ftill remained a prey to all the miferies of fan-
guinary warfare and barbarous anarchy, which are peculiarly
lncident to petty States.”” Mr. Pitt then touched upon the
peculiar circumitances of the relative fituation of Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, which rendered a Union defirable between the
two Countries—the unity of their eftablifhed religion, the fame- .
nefs of their language, laws, and manners. He admitted that the
number of abifentees would be increafed by it, but contended that
the advantages accruing from the influx of Britifh capital would
more than countervail all ‘the inconveniences that could be urged
againft it.—< The fame clamour which had been raifed againft it
in Dublin, prevailed in Edinburgh agaifift the Unjon with Scot-
land; yet the population and wealth of the latter was more than
doubled fince that period, and the increafe of Glafgow in both
thofe refpeéts was in the proportion of fix to one. It had been
argued, that after an Union the commercial privileges of Ire-
land would be more infecure than at prefent ; but he had already
proved that all her prefent advantages flowed from the generous
ats of the Britith Parliamentgeand it was as futile to fuppofe,
that, after .an Union, whey.would 'make any more diftinction
between the Commerce of (reat Britain and Ireland, than the
now do between the interefts of Lancafthire and Yorkthire. But
this apprehenfion, and that of Ireland being fubjected to an un-
equal taxation, was praflically obviated, by reviewing the con-
duct which England had held towards Scot'and. As in the
Union with the lattér, he fhould propofe, that the Revenue to
be raifed in Ireland fhould be-in a cercain limited proportion for
a number of years. He fhould now proceed to read a feries of
refolutions, upon”the general principles which he had developed.,
It was his with ‘that they thould be deliberately examined in 2
Comnfittee of the whole Houfe; and if upon due inveftigation
they thould be adopted, he thought it would be advifeable to lay
them before the Crown, ftating their objed in folemnly record-
ing them, and leaving it to his Majefty to communicate them
to his Parllment of Ireland, when to his wifdom fhould feem
meet.”

~ “TheRefolutions were then read, to the following purport:

R ) :
"%, LTHAT in order to promote and fecure the eflential

‘i’fﬁ‘nﬁeﬁs of Great Britain and Ireland, and to confolidate the
v, Strength, Power, and Refources of the Britifh Empire, It will be
g, NOWRSE D2 _ . advifable
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advifeable to-concur in fuch Meafures as may beft tend to unite ”~
_the Two Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland into One K,mg-t&
dom, in fuch Manner, and on fuch Terms and Conditions, as m
be eftablifhied by A&s of the refpeétive Parliameuts of His
jelty’s {aid Kingdoms. _ g

II. That it would be fit to propofe, as the F:r& A‘rﬂ‘ob, to’
ferve as a Bafis of the faid Union, That the faid Kingdoms of Great
Britain and Ireland fhall, upon a Day to be agreed upoa, “be united
into One Kingdom, by the Name of ¢ The United ngdom of

“Great Britain and Ireland,” ‘

’

IIT. ,That for the fame Purpofe it would be fitto propofe,
That the Succeflion to the Monarchy and the Imperial Crown of
the faid United Kingdom fhall continue limited and fettled in the
fame Manner as the Imperial Crown of the faid Kingdoms of Great
Britain and Ireland now ftands limited and fettled, according to
the exifting Laws, aad to the Terms of the Union between Eng-
land and Scotland *.

IV. ‘That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to propofe,
That the faid United Kingdom be reprefented in One and the fame
Parliament, to be ftiled *¢ The Parliament of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland ;>* andithat fuch a Number of Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and fuch a Number of Members in the
Houfe of Commons, as fhall be hereafter agreed upon by Adls of
the refpe@ive Parliaments as aforefaid, fhall fit and vote in the faid
Parliament on the Part of Irefand, and fhail be fummoned, cholea,
and returned in fuch'Manner as fhall be fired by an A& of Parlia-
ment of Ireland prevmus to the faid Union ; and that every Mem-
ber hereafter to fit and vote in the faid Parliament of the United
Kingdom, fhall, until the faid Parliament thall otherwife provide,
- take and fubfcribe the fame Oaths, and make the fame Declara-~
tiops, as are by Law required to be taken, fubfcribed, and made
by the Members of the Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland.

V. That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to propofe,
That the Churches of England and Ireland, and the Dottrine,
Worthipy Difcipline, and Government thereof, fhall be preferved
as now by Law eftablifhed. ’

““VI. That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to propole, '
That His Majeftly’s Subje&s in Ireland fhall at all Times hereafter
l__::e_ entitled to the fame Privilegés, and be on the fame Footing, in

o

# See De Foe's Hiftory of the Union,
refpet
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;d‘pn&ef Trade and Navigation, in all Ports and Places belong-
:ng to Great Britain, and in all Cafes with refpe& to which Trea-
ties fhall be made by His Majefty, His Heirs or Succefors, with
any Foreign Power, as His Majelty’s Subjects in Great Britain:
~That no Daty fhall be impofed on the Import or Export between
Great Britain and Ireland of any Articles now Duty free; and
that on other Articles there fhall be eftablithed, for a Time to be
limited, fuch a moderate Rate of equal Duties as {hall, previous to
the Union, be agreed upon and approved by the relpective Parlia-
ments ; {ubje&, after the Expiration of fuch limited Time, to be
diminifhed equally with refpect to both Kingdoms, but in no Cafe
to be encreafed :=—'Lhat all Articles which may at any Time here-
after be imported into Great Britain from Foreign Parts, fhall be
importable through either Kingdom into the other, fubjeét to the
like Duties and Regulations as if the fame were imported directly
from Foreign Parts:—That where any Articles, the Growth, Pro-
duce, or Manufalture of either Kingdom, are fubje& to any in-
ternal Duty in one Kingdom, {uch countervailing Duties (over and
above any Duties on Import to be fixed as aforefaid fhall be im-
pofed as fhall be neceflary to prevent any Inequality in that Re-
fpeét :—And that all other Matters of Trade and Commerce,
other than the foregoing, and than foch others as may, before the
Union, be fpecially agreed upon for the due Encouragement of the
Agriculture and Manufactures of the refpe@ive Kingdoms, thall

remain to be regulated from Time to Time by the United Par-
liament.

VII. That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to propofe,
That the Charge. arifing from the Payment of the Interef or Sink-
ing Fund for the Reduétion of the Principal, of the Debt incurred
in either Kingdom before the Union, fhall continue to be feparately
defrayed by Great Britain and Irelund refpettively :—That, for a
Number of Years to be limited, the future Ordinary Expences of
the United Kingdom, in Peace or War, fhall be defiayéd by Great
Britein and Ireland jointly, according to fuch Proportions as fhall
be eftablifhed by the refpeétive Parliaments previous to the Union;
and that, after ‘the Expiration of the Time to be fo limited, the
Proportion fhall mot be liable to be varied, except according to
fuch Rules and Principles as fhall be in like Manner agreed upon
previous to the Union.

VIII, That for the fame Purpofe it would be fit to propofe,
That all Laws in force at the Time of the Union, and all the
Courts_ of Civil or Ecclefiaftical JurifdiGion within the refpeitive
ngdoms, fhall remain” as now by Law eﬁabhfhed within the

Aame ; fubJe& only to fuch Alterations or Regulauons from Time

.
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to Time as Circamflances may appear, to the Parliament of ¢ %
United Kingdom to vequire, 7 7 #7 M ol anpa i 4 '..-«ﬁfi)i

He now moved, that the Speaker thould leave the'Clﬁ'\fi y,

Mr. Sheridan rofey and fpoke. o the following cfe 7m<Sify
T know how difficult it always is to make any imprefiion on,men’s
minds, even by argument and .obvious fact, if the i ination
has been dwelling with delight on great or difficult, fubje&s, or
the attention detained by animated and flowery declumation. The
Right Hon. Gentleman, who has juft fat down, witha great dif-
play of eloquence, introduced this queftion, an qn%y talents

reat as his own could be expeed to produce that effect in their
exertion, which it is to be, apprehended the'fpeech the Houfe
has juft heard very generally produced. It is, however, eafy on
fome queftions to aroufe thofe feelings, in'the fulnefs of which
the moft vigilant may be deceived, and the ‘mioft cautious mifled,
But much as [ admire the Right Honourable Gentleman’s talents
in debate—indeed in the fame proportion that I do admire thofe’
talents, I mult critically purfue himinuthe mazes of his dexterous
declamation—I mufl narrowly watch bim from the avenues to
national prejudice, up to the fourceand fountain of national paffion.
“The Right Hon..Gentleman yiclds tomo'man in charms of diction ;
and as beauty captivates fometimes to fuch a degree that reafon
is fuperfeded, and the fober caleulations of prudence abandoned
for the more dazzling, though airy fpeculations of romantic but
opulent fancy; o do the powcrs'of his mind in the {clection and
application of epithetsy fafcinate, the gay, and they may feduce
the unfufpeting. There are fome queftions cn the difcuion of
which it becomes the Members of this Houfe to be fufpicious of
talents and eloquence, whatéver may be the weight of phrafe in
which declarations'of retitude of intention may be conceived,
and in fpite of every appearance of honefty of purpofe. - I hope,
Sir, the Houfe'will not be led away by the feduttions of elo-
quence, and the attraétive force of talent ; but that every man
who hears me, every man who cherifhes in fincerity a“love of
freedom, and a genuine refpet for the principles of that Con-
flitution which' in the purity of its operations is freedom, that
every well-wifher of the Britifh Empire, that thofe who enter-
‘tain not lenmity but friendthip towards Ireland, will this night
diftinguith_ between the flowing and rapid_ elocution of an
admired Orator, and the. fteady and well tempered voice of
unaffeéted reafon. ‘The whole world knows that never was
therewa period when fine fpeeches more powerfully aftected
the public, and never a time when, from fancied fecurity
of habitual indifference, the public appeared lefs edger pro-
foundly to examine any queftion. Thole who cannot be hurried
along with ‘the torrent of that impetuous declamation, which
more or lefs excites the aftonifhiment of us all, will, however,

aufe to recolleét the arguments, and purfue the fpeech of ‘the

Right Hon. Gentleman in its claborate. detail. DBut, conceiving
: as
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I do; that the Houfe is not free from the influence ever a¢..
~tained over ‘eafy tempers bg,boia' and ingenious fophiftry, appre-
% h -gf@* 'gnt-'wc are in the {it

d mf;ves'

tuation, of men who juft begin to free
- themfelves, by a colleéted vigorous effort, from the chains im-
- pofed by beauty, or the feduétive allurements of an amorous {por<
, tive imagination, | muft adjure the Houfe not to difpofe of a-
- queftion that is perhaps to decide for ever whether a great and
- generous Nation is to retain its independence, and by implica-
tion, to determine whether a fct of Reprefentatives, chofen by a.
free people; muft vote themfelves out of exiftence, and giveup
tfle-libertics, the property, the acknowledged conftitutional rights
of their conftituents, to the domination of a Power, that under
the mafk of friendthip, has introduced among them a fouce, ori-,
ginally faid to be intended folely for their defence againt 2 daring
infidious enemy, whom all deprecate, but who is not.more to.
be detefted than the pretended friend who afiilts only that he
may acquire confidence enough to delude, and ftrength- enough
to deftroy. I muft think the Houfz has been hurried along
by the Right Honourable Gentleman from ene degree of tranf-
port to another, until, in the groves of his Elyfium, they have
been elated with {fcenes of grandeur, and fatigued with that va-
riety, or enfeebled with that richnefs of profpet, .which is to
render enquiry loathfome, and which will inevitably prepare the
human mind for the reception of any do&rines, however wild;
and any aflurance of future advantagey however llufory. I took
" an opportithity lalt week of oppofing the meafure of Legiflative
* Union with Ircland, in the firft ftage of the difcuffion, which, as
‘ matter of courfe, was to lead to_that queftion. I did fo then, as

well from a conviction that meafures of fuch magnitude and of
fuch novelty thould always be Oppofed in the infancy of their pro-
grefs, as in the contemplation of what I naturally anticipated
would be the effelt of the éloquence of the Right Hon. Gentle-
man. - I then faid what [ _am“at this moment prepared t . repeat,
after much confidering the fubje®, that undet the prefent cir-
cumftances of Ireland, in this crifis of her convulfed and necef-
farily difordered fyftem of polity and general Government, it is
pot only impolitic, but unfafe to urze, nay even to agitate, the
difcuflion of topics, in"the iflues of which are to be feen develop-
ing themfelves, the poifon and the horrors which are to.lay thes
moft hardy andftoutof heart proftrate at the feet of ,a Britith
Minifter—that at€ to intimidate and appal the moft heroic {pirits,
Ireland in hefprefent temper mult be beaten into this meafure, and
that Minifter who fhall make the beld experiment of flogeing a
whole nation,into ftupid beings, infenfible alike to the duty. {he
may oweyto herfelf, infenfible to the rights of the prefent geiera-
tion, and thesirterefis of the race yet unborn, 2s much as to the

- arrogance and cupidity of thofe who fhall inflict the blow, or direct
E t t£§§g—ﬁ1ch a Minifter may have fecured his minions, but

1%1: be altogether unbecoming him, if he be defirous ulti-
g mately o prevail, to meafure his power by the forcs of his znta-
; : ; gonifts,

-
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gonifts, and in the eftimation of his means of victory, to feek an
antidote againft national pride and local attachments. It was after

very folemnly and very fully confidering thefe, and matters fich

uy

as thefe, that I oppofed on the evening to which I have alluded
the meafure at prefent under difcuflion; but the Righ “Hon.
Gentleman appeared at that time, as he contiuues to do this even=
ing, to think differently. But, except the Right Hon. Gentle-
man and fome few who fit near him, I fcarce fuppofe there are
many perfons in the Country, I hope but very few Members in
this Houfe, who have not feen good reafon within this day.or two,
entirely to change their opinions of this great conftitutional quef-
tion. Seeing the manner in which the fubje&t was brought for-
ward in Ireland, and in the recollection of the fate of the queftion
in the Parliament - of that kingdom, it might be doubted whether
the Right Hon. GentlemanZwould perfevereiin the meafure ; but
when we confider how folemnly he has pledged himfelf that it thould
be the favourite objeét of the remainder of his political life to effect
alegiflative Union of the two kingdoms, that no weight of perfonal
labour, that no lofs of popularity, that no oppofition of friends,
and no clamour of opponents ‘on this, or on the other fide
of the water fhould deter him from purfuing that obje&—from
doing that which he held to be neeeffary to the prefervation of
Ireland ; neceflary, indeed, to the exiftence of the two countries:
we are not to wonder if to this_hour he continues to fet all expe-
rience at defiance, and, in the face of the Irith nation, to fpurn
the affertion of her rights, to fawn and flatter her guilelefs mind,
and by feeming to refpeé ‘her declared unequivoczl opinion, to
lull her into ina&ivity, the more fuccefsfully to enflave her for
cver.  But let not the Right Hon. Gentleman deceive himfelf
whilft he is exerting his ingenuity to deccive Ireland. Let him
remember, Sir, | that fome plots have been fo clofe wrought,
fome meafures of furprize and delufion fo intricately planned, and

attempted to be eafried into effe& with fuch novelty of means, that.

the authors, the altors, even the fubordinate charaters in the
drama, have been themfelves entangled in tbe mazes they have
contrived for innocence, and overwhelmed under the ruins of that
fabric which they have erected to overawe the independent. The
Right Honourable Gentleman has this day not quite given us the
fame ftrong pledge of his determination to perfevere in the prefent
meafure, which on a former day the Houfe received from him:
We are even now to take for granted that he will perfift in it;
but aithough he may perfevere, thank God the Houfe has not
given a pledge to fupport him ; and T hope and truft they will not
ontertain it at all.  Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman has fet England
and Ircland in a perilous fituation. He affumes in argument,
and we are to infer that he thinks fo in fack, that his power muit
be committed againt the force of opinion in Ircland, and that the
exiftence of Ireland as an independent nation is incompatible with
“his exiftence as a Minifter, 1 hope the Houfe will check his
rafhnefs ; 1 hope we aré not to be precipitated into a war againtt

the .
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the feelings. the Freju.dka, the paffions, and againft the fecurit
of the people of Ireland! The Right Hon. Gentleman has fown
already the moft frightful diflentions in that unfortunate countr
He has divided its Parliament againft itfelf. He has held it up to
fcorn by libelling its meafures and traducing its wifdom, and he
has yet to array the Britith Parliament againft it with all that per-
tinacity which diftinguifhes ignorance, and with all the hercenefs
of men who are to be told that a eountry ftruggling for its liber-
ties, only wages the war of faltion —only wields the weapons of
difaffeCtion and treafon. I now come to that part of the Right
Hon. Gentleman’s fpeech, in which he has commented with fuch
freedom of manner—has combated with fuch afperity of tone, a
fpeech made fome time or other by a Right Hon. Perfon of the
filter kingdom—Mr. Fofter. And Sir, if without breach of or-
der, I could fuppofe that there is in our gallery a ftranger who has
been a Member of the Legiflature of Ireland, or in the habits of
hearing its debates, I am perfuaded he would at once imagine the
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) has detained you and the
Houfe almoft half an hour to hear him in reply to the {peech of
that Gentleman. Now, Sir, I think I can fhew you, that the
arguments drawn by the Right Honourable Gentleman oppo-
fite to me, from the topics in the fpeech of the Honourable
Member of the fifter kingdom, do not in any one tittle apply
to the prefent queftion. He has attempted, indeed, to thew
the inconfiftency of fentiment by which he tells us, the con-
du& of Mr. Fofter is to be difinguithed. Mr. Fofter’s opi-
nion was, that the adoption of the commercial propofitions was
neceflary to the exiftence of Ireland, and that they could not be
rejected without incurring the certain rifk of fowing diffena
fions, and of exciting commereialjealoufies. This, according to
the Right Hon. Gentleman, was that Statefman’s opinion in 1785,
and the inconfiftency confiits, as he has this night told us, in his
havinz infifted in his publifhed letters, that the adjuftrnent in
1782 was final. Now, Sir, the Right Honourable Gentleman
himfelf entertained the fame opinion at the period alluded to, and
inftead of the tame language of Mr. Fofter, that the rejetion of
thofe propofitions would lead to commercial jealouiies—we then
bad the dathing periods of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of
Great Britain ringing in our ears—that if thofe propofitions were
not adopted, he could not coatinue to hold his fituation. Yet
neither had any ill confequence arifen to Ireland from the rejec-
tion of them, nor had that, which would have been a flill greater
calamity, befallen the country—the refignation of the Right Hon.
Gentleman.. Now, how does the argument ftand as ic really af-
fects Mr. Fofter ? Why, he imagined that the commercial prof-
purity of Ireland would be advantaged, if thofe propolitions were
adopted ; and certainly there was no inconfiftency of fentiment in
his prefent oppolfition to Legiflative Union, becaufe the quettion
of the propofitians was purely commercial, whilft that of the pre-
fent period is one which is to decide the independence of the Irith
‘ E Parliament.
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Parliament. But, Sir, the principal reafon why I take up this
queftion now is, that the Right Hon. Gentleman has this evening
developed his plan of intimidation and corruption. He fays, that
the commercial adyantages derived by Ireland from her conne@ion *
with tliis country, are neceflary to her exiftence; and fince, in the -
fame breath, he adds, that to have thofe advantages continued to
her, Union 1s indifpenfible, the inference obvioufly is, that fhe muft
abandon all her commercial advantages, if the rejeé the proffered
alliance with Great Britain. Hence I do contend, Sir; that the
people of Ireland cannot come with unbiaffed minds to this difcuf-
fion 3 and it is impoffible to fuppole -that a free choice is Jeft to
the Parliament of that Country. If we wanted additional corro-
boration of the evidence that fuch is his {yftem, we had it amply
afforded us in thofe parts of his detail which followed. " He tells
ou Ireland ought to confent to a Union, becaufe {he is incapable
of defending herfelf againft her internal and external enemies with-
out the affiftance of her pawerful neighbour.”” [A cry of hear!
hear ]« No fuch inference can be fairly drawn,” was whifpered
by Mr. Pitt.] < Mr. Sheridan infifted. that'the inference was
irrefiftible—that unlefs fhe confented to a Union, Ireland was to
be deprived of all her commercial advantages —Is this generous
is it fit to hold out fuch language to Ireland: is it wile to prefs
the difcuflion at this moment, and force all Ireland loudly to afk,
not indeed free from anger, Why have not we had thofe advantages
yiclded to us, on which, according to the opinion of the Britith l\%l-
nifter, our profperity depends ! 'We muft owe it to the injurious
policy of Great Britain, exercifed in various aéts of reftraint and
privagion thefe 300 years paft, that we have been deprived of thofe
advantages which God and Nature fo eminently adapts our country
to afford us.” But, Sir, let His Majefty’s minifters grant to Ireland
thofe advantages of which they boaft—they may be conceded to
her without Union—they can be improved by her without ‘ab-
jectly furrendering her independence. Thus much with regard
to her means of acquiring diftinétion 2s a comimercial nation.
And as to her power of defending herfelf, does not the Right
Hon. Gentleman know that her Volunteers have defended Ireland 2
and what they were equal to in a period of confiderable danger,
during the American war, when the enemy rode triumphant on
her coafts and in our channel, furely they are at prefent as capable
of atchieving inthe zenith of our envied fuperiority as a naval
power. It1s a moft cruel taunt uttered in the face of the whole
people of Ireland, to fay, that while you have 40,000 Britith
troops in the heart of their country, you will awe them by the
prefence of fuch a force; reproach them with weaknefs, notwith
- ftanding that you have had 200,000 of her beft inhabitants to
fupport you in the prefint war, while 100,000 fighting men of
their nation have fallen in your battles in the Weft Indies and
elfewhere. What is this but to fay, It is true you have aflifted
us ; but you are now naked; you are ignorant; you are uncivi-
lized ; you are weak ; and if you do not accept from us the be%ez
: ! S s
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“fits we offer you, we will proceed to confer them upon you by. force.
‘Look to what the Right Hon. Gentleman fays, when he tells you
that he will leave it to the unbiafled judgment of the Irith peopie,
and the independent difcretion of the Irith Parliment finally to
decide on the prefent queftion. Are the recent difmiflals from
office in that kingdom the proofs he would exhibit to ‘us of
his fettled purpofe to leave it to that Parliament to adopt or re-
ject the meafure. It is truly a mockery to tell the ‘Parliament
this : Parliament muft fee that what has been done in the cafe
of individuals may alfo be acted over again in the inftance of the

egiflature ; and that the fame power which effeted the difmifial
of Sir John Parnell, may be fuccefsfully employed to diffolve the
Parliament. Will Gentlemen onlybe fo kind to themfelves as to re-
flect for 2 moment on the tendency of fuch procedings. If in the
Parliament of the fifter kingdom thofe meafures are to be adopted,
the fame and a worfe tyranny may be aCted in our own. Sir, 1
am afraid the political creed of the adherents of the Minifter
in Ireland has been adopted by his fupporters in the Britifh Senate.
1T do fincerely believe, that if any one.perfon who now fupports
his Majefty’s Minifters were to vote with me this night, he
would be difmifled to-morrow from all his places, We are to
reflet on thefe things, Sir, while we carry along our minds to
that part of the Right Hon Gentleman’s Speech, where he pe-
remptorily fuys—¢ [ do think the meafure good for Iréland and
good for this Country, but time fhall be given to the people
to examine it—time fhall be given for their heats to fubfde
—time fhall be given to the Parliaments of the two Countries
fully and deliberately to difcufs it.”” Now, Sir, what do thefe
fine limbs of a fentence colle@tively mean? Why that time is

to be given for the operation of corruption—time to intimidate

the people of Ireland—time for the peremptory difmiffal of the
oppofers of the meafures—time for the diffolution of the Par-
liament. [Here Mr. Sheridan, with fome efforts of irony, ex-
prefled his furprife, that among the fupporters of the meafure was
his honourable friend Mr. Canning, whom he faid had breathed
the pure morning air of manly thought and fentiment, but who
having been latterly furrounded by the atmofphere of a foul cor-
Tuption, was now tainted by its peftiferens blafts, and fought no
other meafure for his guilt, but in an attack on the independence
and right of the whole nation of Ireland.] With refpect to the
meafure in an abftra& point of view, 1 own, fir, I am friendly to a
clofe connection between this country and. Ireland ; but the right
honourable gentleman fays he will wait for a day, an hour of greater
weaknefs, and well he knows that it is always in his power to
create fuch a moment, and wring from Ireland her legiflative l{lde‘-
pendence. This plan is not one of the moment : we muft cither
not believe the minifter, or take for granted that it is as old as the
commercial propofitions. He indeed calls it a beneficial plan of
Union, but if he maft be paying compliments to himfelf on his
meafures, {urely, fir, the right honourable gentleman might ba¢e
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beena little fpating of the minifters of 1782, among whom were
‘the Duke of Portland and fome other perfons at prefent in his Ma-
jefty’s councils. But if he has always thought that only Union can
guarantee the exiltence of Ireland, why not bring forward fome
~ meafure of conceffion, fomething for the advantage of Ireland in the

“courfe of the laft fiftcen years. I do afiure you, fir, I dread the
confequences of this crooked policy. If a lord lieutenant is to be
fent over at one time with propofitions of Catholic emancipation,
if when the cup is not only in their fight, but at their lips, you are
to dafh it in their face, I know not, indeed, I almeft fhudder to
conjecture, what will be the confequence. With this conduét, freth
in the minds of Irifhmen, it will put them on the alert, and may
induce them to take every ftep which fhall intimidate the right
honourable gentleman, and drive him from his project of annihi-
lating their independence. If the honourable gentleman ever con-
fiders the infirmities of human nature, why does not he think of the
infirmities of the poor and diftreffed Irifh: why does he provoke
their irritable minds: why does he heighten the gloom that now
darkens their profpects ? { have faid, fir, that Britifh connetion

has 2 warm friend in me: that at all times I have been decidedly

hoftile to the Union of Ireland with France. But when that nation
finds the right honourable gentleman exerting his power to divide
them that he may ultimately enflave them, it will, I fear, be enough
to provoke them to look forward to any kind of connection by
which they may fancy they can repel his attacks. I would afk him,
fir, what right we have to fay that he will drive them to the adop-
tion of any means of aflerting their independence againft his inno=-
vation; and feeling this, I do conjure him to abandon the project.

Here Mr. Sheridan vindicated the meafure of 1782,and maintained
that the whole of Mr. Pitt’s arguments on that{ubjet wentto this,—
that while he thought it neceflary to do fomething more for Ireland
than was yiclded to her by that adjuftment, he had now been 15 years
a Miniffer, and had never brought forward any thing, ] Would
the Right Hon. Gentleman fay that he has till now brought for-
ward nothing, becaufe Ireland was at no period of her political ex-
ifbence fo weak as fhe is at this moment. It is a terrible thing,
Sir, if Minifters are to look forward to the feuds and miferies of
that people, to draw from them the means of conqueft. The
Right Honourable Gentleman fays, that there was a majority for
the meafure in the Hoyfe of Lords, and a Jarge body favourable to
it out of doors. Of #hat confifted that majority ?# Of a body of
interelted Peers, or of men who had not the firmnefs to refign
their places to maintain the independence of their country.”
Haviag gone over his old ground refpecting the fituation in which
~_the Union would relatively place the Catholics and the Proteftants,

‘Mr. Sheridan obferved, that he had heard a great deal about fo-
reign State(men, and what they thought on the prefent queftion—
that it was their opinion it would drive France from her project
of invafion againft Ireland.  This was the queftion; but he would

-afk, was not the Right Hon. Gentleman an ally of France on the
- peelent
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~ prefent gcca{'@n-3~ He was told France had increéafed her prepa-

rations fince the meafure was firft introdaced; and if the Miniiter
would diftraé and weaken Ireland by his obftinacy, he feared the

‘would effe& the feparation of Ireland. Mr. Sheridan next ra-

pidly examined the queftion of experience, and maintained that,
having ftepped by experience as far as it related to lIreland, re-
ferring wholly to the cafe of Scotland, Mr. Pitt was not entitled
to infer that Ireland would be benefited by Unionj; it was all
guefs-work and hazard. With refpect to the argument, that the

Legiflature might differ on great conftitutional queftions, I think,

faid M. Sheridan, if we look to the period of 100 years, during

“which Ircland has been tranquil and co-operated with us, we {hall

find good reafon for prefuming that fthe can not only do better
with her own independent Parliament, than as a province of Great
Britain, but that fhe is incapable of deferting us in the hour of
difficulty, or of not co-operating with us in any crifis of danger.—
He difcufled over again rhe queftion of the Regency debated by

_him on a former evening, and contended that if his queltion re-

fpeQing the independence of Parliament were carried as far as it

‘would go, it would be found to convey one of the grofleft libels

that ever was publifhed againft the Britith Conftitution, which he
was proud to confider the beft bafisof Goverament that ever
exifted in any Country. Gentlemen were fond of regularly mix-
ing with their arguments a great deal about the animofities and
crimes of France. And one Honourable Gentleman kaew fo

‘much more of thefe matters, that in the funeral oration which he

recently delivered over the departed greatnefs of the King of Sar-
dinia, he had found a fon for that Monarch, though he never had
a fon; but this deepened the horrors of the fcene, and, as a
poetical licence, was of courfe to be tolerated.  Jacobinifm
was another inftrument of terror on folemn occafions. And
now, what was Jacobinifm?—A Jacobin is 2 man who, under

the pretence of defending 2 people, and of giving them com-

mercial advantages, deprives them at a fweep of their inde-
pendence and their property. And, faid Mr. Sheridan, <« Mr. Pitt,

.according to my hypothels, is the greateft Jacobin in England.

He will take advantage of the weaknefs of the lrifh, and give
them a coarfe fraternal hug. The Hon. Gentleman {peaks of

his great favours to Ireland, that he went to war to defend hery

and to prevent France from making dangerous acquifitions.

‘Have we fucceeded ? Perhaps the Right Hon. Geatleman means

to participate the advantages of the war with Ireland—{Fear !
Hear 1]—if any advantage it is to participate in the 250 millions
of debt accumulated fince the war,”” He urged his former argu-
ments againft the fyftem of the Land-owners, and refumed his

fition that ignorance was only to be corrected, and civilization
introduced by changing this [yftem. It was faid that the mifchief
relulted from abfentees ; and this mifchief was to be cured by an
Abfentee Parliament. The Union would caufe emigration. He
combated generally the arguments of Mr, Pitt on the topic of the

. 3 , ' ; furrender
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furrender of the rights of its Parliament by Scotland. He main
tained the Britith Parliament did not exceed its rights, or at all 2
inconfiftent with the charater of a free L, iflature, in accepting
of the independence of men whe had furrendered it into jts ands.
Still it was true, that the a& of the Scotch Parliament was an a
of power, and not of right : yet if ever Ireland gave up its inde-
pendence in a fimilar manner, much as he might regret if, ‘the
queftion would be - altered, and he muft a& according to thofe
feelings which might be induced by the occafion. ‘He clofed his
fpeech with ftating, that he did not mean to oppofe the Speaker’s
leaving the Chair; but would propofe two Refolutions, the firft
giving a pledge that Minifters fhould not purfue a fyftem of cor-
ruption and intimidation in Ireland ; and that no meafure fhould
be adopted without the concurrence and perfect approbation of -
the Legiflature and People of Treland ;- and the next, that whoever

~fhall adopt a fyftem of intimidation and corruption, fhall be confi-
dered an enemy to his Majefty’s Government,

Lord Hawkefbury was not furprifed at the oppofition which the
Hon. Gentleman had given to this meafure, but he was furprifed
at the grounds upon which he had placed it efpecially when he re-
colle&ted his condu&t during the laft Seffion of Parliament ; where
was the Hon. Gentleman’s fefpe@ and deference for the Irith Le-
giflature, when he made a motion for an-enquiry into the caufes
of a formidable rebellion which exifted in the fifter kingdom ?
What confiftency was there in moving for that enquiry, when, ac-
cording to the principles the Hon. Gentleman laid down, the
Houfe had no power to carry any remedy that thould occur to
them into effe€t? Now when that rebellion was put down and
peace reftored, a propofition, calculated to promote the fecurity of
both countries, was objected to, on the ground that the Houfe
might not interfere with the Irifh Parliament ; but it was cer-
tainly very extraordinary, that this oppofition thould come from
the fame perfon who fo lately thought it the duty of the Houfe to
adopta line of conduét fo perfeétly the reverfe of that which he
now propofed for them, It had been objected, that the meafure
was- attempted to be carried by intimidation ; no proof however
had been produced in fupport of that charge. His Right Hon. Friend
afked for nothing more than that the fubject thould undergo that
calm and deliberate difcuffion which its importance merited. The
Hon. Gentleman had afferted, that all the people of Ireland were
againit the meafure. T his was certainl y not the faét, It was evi-
dent that there was a large party in Dublin againft it; but there
were other places, not of inferior importance, particularly Cork, in
which a great majority had declared for it.  If however it fhould
appear, that the people of Ireland were againft a meafure which
was for the advantage of both countries, he fhould not be one
who would wifh to-force it upon them, but he thould certainly
with to force them to confider it; fuch a meafure would un-
doubtedly require much difcuffion and great deliberation before it

ceuld be carried, and he trufted, that upon more mature reflec-
. tion,

~
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tion, many who now oppofed it in Ireland would be convinced of
its utility. The Government both here and in Ireland withed to
ftand upon public¢ opinion: fhould that opinion, after every in-
veftigation, be detlared againft an Union, he fhould lament the
decifion; but he never would regret that the experiment had been
tried. The Hon. Gentleman had alluded to what he called a
fyftem of corruption, which he pretended was exercifed i Ireland,
and it was neceflary to enquire what ground he had for this
charge. It was true that certain Gentlemen had been removed
from their official fituations in Ircland ; but did this imply any cor-
ruption { If in a meafure which a Minifter thould think ellential
to the general interefts of the Empire, he thould be oppofed by
thofe who ufually 2éted with him, would he be a&in confiftently
if he retained them in office? When a Noble Lor (Earl Fitz-
william), who was placed at the head of the Government of
Ireland, attempted to difmifs feveral perfons who held official
fituations .in the Adminiftration of the country, was it not con-
tended by an Honourable Gentleman and his friends that it was
very improper to call in queftion the exercif: of that noble Lord’s
authority ! yet it would be recollefted, that the Noble Lord al-
luded to, had ftated as his reafon for the changes he intended to
make, the difference of opinion which {ubfifted between himfelf
and other Members of Adminiftration upon queftions of the
firft magnitude : indeed, it was evident, that no Government
could go on, if upon great and important national points its mem-
bers were at variance, and entertained opinions upon any quef«
tion {o irreconcilable as to prevent them from atting together,
He agreed with the honourable Gentleman in deprecating that
fyftem which had long prevailed with refpect to Ireland: no one
more than he abhorred the code of laws,and the whole policy which
England had for ages exercifed towards Ireland 3 but with refpect
to the fettlement of 1782, he never could confider that as a final
adjuftment: It was evident, that it was not {o confidered by Par-
liament, nor by thofe who promoted it, and experience had Thewn
that it was infufficient. By the Laws and Conftitution of Ire-
land we were told, that wﬁoever was Sovereign of this country,
was alfo Sovereignof that, but as it had already been obferved,
the Parliament of Ireland and the Parliament of Great Britain,
decided upon different principles on the queftion of the
Regency, and it was merely by accident, that the Executive

overnments as.Wwell as the Leuiflature, were not differ-
ent in byth countries.  The ‘Honourable Gentleman had
faid, that [reland, fince 1782, had been encreafin
merce and profperity ; but he could not conceive ho
fhould be encreafing in commerce and wealth, and yet remain bar-
barous and uncivilized, unlels fome evil exiited to countera
thele advantages. 'The argument of encrealing wealth, theres
fore, could not prevail againft the Union,  Since it was evident,
that the {yftem under which Ireland was governed, was fome how
or other contitutionally defective. I 'he population of Ireland

g . in_com-
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had Tong been divided into two diftin& claffes. ‘The Catholics,
who compofed two-thirds, or, according to fome, three-fourths of
the inhabitants, were the defcendants of the original natives of the
country. The Proteftants, who were originally Englifhunen
formed the other third. It was not in nature but that there mu
be much hoftility between two Selts lo fituated, and fo prejudl'éd‘
againft each other. What then was propofed was to melt them
all down in the fame crucible, in order to do away all the caufes
that create diffenfion. He wifhed to give to the people of Ireland,
ghe fame fecurity of property as their brethren in England pofefs:
the fame pledge of future profperity and happinefs. What he
withed to fee removed, and which was the real great grievance,
was the feeling of exafperation and dread that fubfifted between
the two parties : this never could be removed but by an Unien,
amd with it there was no doubt but that it would gradually die
away. When he looked to the Union with Scotland, he faw
nwothing but a feries of benefits and advantages refulting from it
for that country. Every Scotch writer, Robertfon, Hume, Smith,
&c. all had ftated the Union to be a blefling to their country.
“Fhis furely was not faid by them for want of national pride, fince-
there were no people more remarkable for love and attachment to
therr country than the Scotch. He thould next notice what the
Hon. Gentleman had faid relative to Ireland facrificing her poli-
tical power.  This facrifice, however, was not objected to by the
moft zealous partizans of the Settlement of 1782, When Papers
relative to the commencement of the prefent war were moved
for in the Irith Parliament, Mr. Grattan oppofed their production,
ot becaufe he thought the war was juft, for that was a queftion
into which he would not enter, but becaute it was his opinion
that in all wars the two countries muft {tand or fall together, and
that when Great Britain engaged in hoftilities, Ireland had no
other courfe to take, but implicitly to fupport her. Now, as in
all matters of Imperial policy, it appeared that Ireland muit blindly
follow Great Britain, it would appear that fhe would make a lefs
facrifice of her political power if fhe had a voice in the Imperial
Legiftature, than fhe does in her prefent fituation. The impor-
tance of being a Member of the Imperial Parliament would alfo
be greater than that of being a2 Member of the Parliament of Ire-
tand only. When he confidered all the beneficial advantages arif-
ing from the happy influence of the Britifh Conftitution and Bri-
tith Parliament, he could not avoid wifhing that influence to be
extended to a ftill greater portion of the human race. An Union
appeared to him the only means of tranquillizing the country, and
preventing the return of infurrections fuch as thofe they had lately
feen, FEvery thing, he infifted, called upon the Houfe vo adopt
the meafure which his Hon. Friend had propofed. Let the mege
“fure reft upon the opinion of the Parliaments of each kingdom—
shat opinion would deubtlefs be regulated by the general fentiment
of the public at Jarge.

Ms. Skeridan explained.
Do&or
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~ that fell from the noble Lord who fpoke lafty relative to the if=
‘confiftency of thofe Gentlemen who  at prefent oppofed an Unjon
‘with Ireland, -and who had laft Sefjon moved for an enquiry‘into
the ftate of that country. He infifted that there was no incon-
ﬁﬂ'qn:y whatever in their conduét ; becaufe, when they had'maved
for that enquiry, they did not mean that the Britifh thould affume
any authority over the Irith Parliament. He did not vote for'the
-amendment that had been propoled to the addréfs on a former night
by an Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) becaufe he did Aot'mean

that time ignorant of the opinion that might'be exprefled on the
{ubject by the Irith Parliament; and the meffage iitimated that it
thould be fubmitted to the Legiflatures of both kingdoms, he “had
defired therefore to wait and hear what fhould be done in Ireland,
But if the amendment which the Hon, Gentleman had moved,
could have been the means of preventing any intimation from
being given to the Irith Parliament, he would have voted for it,
‘The Noble Lord had argued, that the late difmiffals of men in
Ireland were the fame with thofe which Earl Fitzwilliam had,
during his adminiftration, attempted to make there. No mora
authority was exercifed on the one occafion, than had been in4
tended to be exercifed on the other 3 and thefe meafures were cona
fidered as neceflary, on the principle that there might be no difpa-
rity of opinions amongit the Menibers of the Government. He
infifted that thefe two cafes were very different : the prefent was
not a queftion of a Government natare; nor one which required
that unanimity in the Minifters of “Government. It was a quef-
tion for the uniting together.of two countries which ought to meet
by affection ; andif they did net, it fignified very little by what kind
of parchment bonds they were to be united. If Gentlemen thought
t poflible that thofe countries could at this time unite by affetion,
let them look at the majority who voted againft the Union in the
Irith Houfe of Commons, ‘and confider what defcription of per-
fons they were, Ini the majority of 111, there ' was a much greater
number of country members th in in the minority of 106, This
circumftance proved, that the fenfe of the country was againft the
meafure.  As a friend, therefore, to the general intereits of the
empire, he would not wifh to: proceed in‘any plan that might
tend to promote jealoufy and difcontent. ie faw nothing in the
Refolutions which the Right Honourable Géntleman intended to
bring forward; that had a tendency to quiet the minds of the people
of Ireland.r.. He wifhed to know what effeCt the meafure of one
Parliament for both countries could have, in allaying the difturb-
ances that exifted in the fiter kingdom. - He deprecated the idea
of the Houfe proceeding upon the adoption of fuch a meafure, be-
. caufe, inthe interval between the period of thefe refolutions being
agreed to by the Irifhr Legiflature, a continual jealoufy would exift
agaiaft. the Britith Parliament. If the meafure fhould be agreed
¥.by the Irith Parliament, he would thes coafider it his duty to

F go
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tofay any thing on the bufinefs in that ftage of it : he was alfo ar -
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go into the full confideration of it. He faw no importance i
_ the arguments that had been advanced relative to the increafe of
commercial profperity which Ireland fhould derive from the.
Union. 'The commerce of that country had been doubled in the
courfe of five years, and was now rapidly encreafing ; but he
would not fay that this arofe out of the independence acquired by
Treland,, in 1782, as had been argued by fome Gentlemen, any
more than he would admit the other argument, that the prefent
profperity of Scotland was owing to the Union. The commer-
cial profperity of thefe kingdoms might proceed from a variety
of other caufes; and therefore it was abfurd to aferibe them to
any fingle one. Tt had been faid, that the introduéion of Englifh
capital into Ireland would be a great advantage to that country 3
but it ought to be confidered that this advantage would only be
local; it might not extend beyond the city of Cork, which, from
an expectation of profiting by an Union, had ftocd forward in its
fupport. Confidering himfelf, in cafe an Union exifted, as a
Member of the Imperial Legiflature of both countries, he muft
declare, that he fhould then look:upon fuch a partial introduc-
tion of capital rather as a difadvantage, inafmuch as it would not
tend to the general benefit of the country; and the commerce
of the place enjoying that advantage would be more ex-
pofed to the attacks of the enemy than it was at prefent. It
was evident, that a town lying upon the Southern, or South-
eaftern coaft of Ireland, was more eafily acceffible to the enemy,
and would require a great expence to guard its commerce.
would next beg leave to fay a word or two refpeéting the refo-
lution of 1782. There was a great and excellent perfon (Mr.
Burke) who was a friend to Ireland and to human kind; he be-
lieved that . that perfon had been concerned in bringing forward
this refolution; who “certainly meant nothing more by it than
fomething in the way of explanation, and of the fame nature with
that which Mr. Grattan had prefented to the Irith Houfe, namely
————¢ That in all great queftions of peace or- war, England
and Ireland fhould ftand or fall together.”” But that refolution
never meant, nor pointed at any thing like an Union. It-was
proper for_him next to confider what effect fuch a meafure would
produce upon England as well as Ireland. He could fee no'ad-
vantages likely to arife to this country from the Union, that would
equal or_compenfate for the evils that fhould thereby be done to
its conflitution. He had often been furprifed to fee how well
the Britih Houfe of Commons, as it was now conftituted, had
embraced and practifed all the various interefts of the different
ordérs of fociety; and had in faét all the advantages which the
fineft theory could fuggeft. But it was impofiible to fay what
change it might undergo, upon the introduction of fuch a body
into the reprefentation as that from Ireland muft form. If a
{mall body had any local interefts to carry, it was evident that
they would for that purpofe combine very clofely together; and

if a confiderable number of Members {hould come from Ire-
1 i land
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land, and form 2 part of our Legiflature, it would be natural for

them, and indeed it would be a duty they fhould owe their country
to combine clofely together for the purpofe of carrying any quel-
tion in which the local ‘advantages of Ireland might be involved.
As the two Legiflatures now ftood, the different interefts were
eafily balanced, by means of _that influence which the crown pof-
feffed, and which, in his opinion, ought always to belong to the
Executive Government; but it was very clear. that this influence
could not have the fame controul, after the introduétion of a

_ number of Members from Treland, as it had at prefent. The fame

danger had been appreheuded at the time of the Union' with
Scotland ; but it was not likely to happen, on account of the fmall
number’ ofMembers that were to be introduced; but upon the
introduction of fo large a body from Ireland, the Conftitution muft
certainly be thaken. Befides, there was another confideration not
unworthy the attention of Gentlemen; fuch a number of Members
coming from Ireland, would greatly embarrafs the Debates of that
Houfe.”” After a variety of excellent remarks on the probable effect
of the meafure, Dr. Lawrence concluded with obferving, that as
the prefent queftion had a tendency to encreafe the difgufts and
difcontents of the Irith, and to render them more jealous of this
Country, he wifhed that it might go no farther, and upon that
principle he muft oppofe the Speaker’s leaving the Chair. But if
it was determined that the Houfe fhould gointo a Committee, he

would think it his dnty to proceed with them in the confideration of
the refolutions.

‘The Houfe then divided:

For the Speaker’s leaving the Chair 140
Againft it - = - - - - - y5~—Majority 125
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s Th¢ Chancellor of the Exchequer [Mr. FOST:
feconded the motion *, and refumed.. To fuch wretched fhifts
are gentlemen driven, who attempt to fupport what is not fup-
portable, and would vainly endeavour to perfuade you, that this
meafure trenches on the independence of our legiflature 5 you
need not adopt any laws that Great Britain may pafs for the re-
+ ‘gulation of commerce ; if you do not approve  them,, you may
reject them whénever you think proper ; you do but reject the
benefit of the condition, snd return to the fituation-in which you
‘now are ; but the fame Member has proved moft flrongly he
neceflity of introducing the Bill, for when fuch abilities : ashis
can totally mifconceive its tendency, it ought to be introduced,
in order to be fuily underftood. Hc.._.hns* obferved _large_ly_ on
each Propolition, and nothing was ever fo miftated, mifrepres
fented and mifunderftood, as every part of them has been by him,
It would be abfurd to follow him through all his errors, many
of them the moft ignorant child would be afhamed to advance ;3
but I will poiat out a few, not pethaps (o obvious without exa~
mination, . :

Let me firft take notice of his having allided to me, and faid,
that I voted againft a declaration of Rights. Idenyit; I de-
clared my opinion of the independence of our legiflature from
this very feat, early in the debate on that day ; but did e vote
for it ? He did notyand 1 repeat the Hon. Gentleman did not vote
for.it, but lamented that the fubje& had been brought in that day,

————TI thall leave this fubjet as a leflon to the Hon, Gerns
tleman, never for the future to charge falls that are unfounded.
I thall now proceed to the Hon.-Gentleman’s obfervations. He
fays < mark the cunning with which the refolutions are drawn,
““ to the injury of Ireland ; there is no new prohibition to be
“ allowed on the import from one country to another.” This
is certainly a greatevil, efpecially if we confider that the Expor-
tation of Irith preducts to England amounts to Two MILLIONS
and an HALF 2nnually—and the Exportation of Britifh produéts
to Ireland amount but to onE MILLION, fo it is injurious to a
couatry which may by prohibitions lofe two millions and an half;
to ftipulate againit prohibitions, and the country that fends more
than the takes, is not wife in guarding againft mutual prohi-
bition, . i

Another difcovery the Hon. Gentleman has made is that
couatervailing duties are unfair—why ? Becaufe the Brewery of

* % That leave be given to bring im a Bill, for effeCtuating the
“ intercourfe and commerce between Great Eritain and Ireland, on
* permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefic of both

““ Kingdoms.”? « ; |
Ireland
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Treland will thereby be effe@ually thste&ed. The Hon. Gen«
 tleman complains of the Report of the Englifh Privy Council}
who fay that to put Ireland and England on a footing of exalt
reciprocity as to linen, Ireland ought to give a bounty on tha

- exportation of Englith Linens, becaufe England gives a bounty
- on the Exportation of Irith Linens. Can any ‘thing be more
juft? Yet England makes no fuch a demand, but is ready by
this adjuftment to give additional fecurity to our Linen ‘trade for
ever. Ifindeed the adjufthent were to take away the benefit
from Ireland, it would be a good caufe for rejeing ifs but as
it for ever confirms all the advantages we derive from our Linen
trade, and binds England from making any law that can be in-
Jurious to it; furely Gentlemen who regard that trade, and
whofe fortunes and rent depend on its profperity, will not eater-
tain a2 moment’s doubt about embracing the offer, A4

Another of his curidis objétions s, that as we. have not 'z
navy of our own, and if we aflift the navy of ‘the empire, Eng-
land will ‘turn that navy to her own ambitious purpofes. T'o
what ambitious purpofes. ?* T'o the prote&tion of that commerce
and of thefe colonies which'are now to become ours.—In the
moment ' that fhe gives up her monopoly of ‘colonies, fhe isace
cufed of ambitious purpofes, for her feparate aggrandizement.

~ The Hon. Gentleman complains,” that the Bill now before
the Englith Parliament makes it neceflary that every proper and
authentic document to prevent fmuggling thould be fent by “the!
revenue officers of this country with any foreign or plantation
goods fent from hence to England, but that the farhe precaution
is not taken with regard to the fame kind of goods fent from
England to Ireland. "This is the ftrongeft argument for wait-
ing the introduction of the Irith Bill; it {peaks the confcioufnefs
of the Englifh Parliament, that they could not prefcribe to our
revenue officers what documents fhould be fatisfaltory to them
on receiving goods from En%land, but that the Irith Parliament
alone in their own Bill, could determine that matter. It thews
the Hon. Gentleman to be totally ignorant of what either is or
ought to be the fubftance of the Bill.

The Hon. Gentleman talks of bounties, and fays, by abolifh~
ing bounties, we fhall no longer be able to bring ‘corn to this
city 5 our inland corn bounties, he fays, are to be turned into
ProteGting Duties for England. A" ftrange conception! But
why has he fixed on corn and flour? If he had read the Refolu

jj tion on which he is arguing, he would have feen that corn and

flour are every where exempted.
Another argument of the Hon., Gentleman is, that the de
claring that neither country hereafter can lay any new prohibi-
. tion on native produétions, implies cunningly that it may on
- foreign. What an argument! when the very firft principles of
F the fyftem is, that a mutual interchange of foreign commodities
“is for ever to take place between the two kingdoms, and one
even of the Twenty Propofitions declares it in precife termse—
But, the Hon. Gentleman talks of prohibitions on exports, &c. ;
' G ‘Would
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Would the Hon, Gentleman wifh to leave it in the power of
either nation fo prohibit their native commodities from being
Exported to the other ? would he wifh to leave it.in the power
of England to prohibit the exportation of coals, falt, iron, bark,
hops, and many other articles, or to raife a revenue on. thefe,
articles when exported hither. o iin bug it
“ The Hon. Gentleman talks particularly of wool. .1 admit,
if you balance wool againft wool, that his argument 1s right 3

but the juft way is to balance the whole of the exports 3—Eng-
land engages never to prohibit the export of articles which are
neceflary almoft to our exiftence, and we engage not to prohibit
the export of articles which bring us in 500,000l a year. We
are to engage not to prohibit the export of Woollen and Linen

Yarn, which we have exported for a whole century, and without
keeping a market for the redundancy of which by export, we
could ot enfure plenty for our own manufa&urers.

“ The Gentleman too totally miftates the cafe of patents and,
copy-rights. Britifh patents and copy-rights are protected in
Britain by prohibition againft impert.. The Refolutions fay to,
us, < prote&t your’s in like manner;” 2 meafure never yet.
adopted bere, which muft promote genius, printing, and inven=
tion in Ireland. ' ' .

" T am afhamed, Sir, of taking up fo much of your time ona
fubje& which might be fo ea?ﬂy underftood by the lowelt caa,
pacity 3 I fhall therefore quit the, Hon. Gentleman and come to
the queftion of conftitution, which I do not at all think involved
in this fubje®. If Great Britain grants us a full partnerfhip in
ail her trade, in all her colonies, if fhe admits us to a full par=
ticipation in the benefits of her Navigation laws, by which fhe
has raifed herfelf to be the greateft commercial power in the
world ; if fhe does not call upon us to contribute to the expence
of the partnerfhip, but merely to receive our fhare of the profits,
and fays, we may continue in that partnerfhip only fo leng as
we chufe, can any man fay, the conditions of it amount to a
furrender of our legiflature # furely not, it is idle fpeculation.
Let us then Iook at the fubje&, free from all imaginary dread for
the.conftitution, - : :

" Britain imports annually from us 2,500,000l of eur pro-
dudls, all, or very nearly all, duty free, and covenants never to
lay a duty on them, We import about 1,000,000 1. of hersy
and raife a revenue on almoft every article of it, and referve the
power of continuing that revenue. She exports to us falt for
our fithéries and provifions ; hops which we cannot grow
coals which we cannot raife ; tin which we have not; and bark
which we cannot get elfewhere ; and all thefe without referving
any duty, or a_power to_impofe any on them ; though her own
fubjets pay 2, 3, 0r 4 5. a chaldron for her own coals, fent coaft-
ways, and in London 7s. We on the contrary charge a duty,
for our own ufe here en almoft every article we fend to her, So
much for exports ; now as to bounties, fhe almoft ruined our

manufaéture of fail-cloth, by bounties on export of her own to
2 Ireland.

K
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Treland. 1In 1750, or thereabouts, when her bounty commenced,
we exported more than we imported, and in 1784, we exported’
none, and imported 180,000 yards ; fhe now withdraws that ,
bounty. And let me digrefs here a little on fail-cloth, which
although gentlemen affect to defpife when mentioned, will [ truft -
be an immediate fource of wealth by this adjuftment,” For gy,
This bounty is to be removed. 2. The export of fail-eloth to"
the Indies is to be allowed, and Great Britain exported there,”
m 1782, about 200,000 ells. 3- There is a Britith law, oblig~
‘' ing every Britith and colony fhip to have its firft fuits of Britith
fail-cloth,” Irifh now is to be deemed Britith. 4. Thereis 3
preference of 2d. an ell given by Britith law to Britifh-fail cloth,
over foreign, for the Britith navy.  Irifth is now to have the’
fame preference. 5. The furplus of the hereditary revenue is
to be applicd in the firft place to the purchafe of Trifh fail-cloth.
All thefe give a glorious profpect for that valusble manufalture—
But to return, were a man to look for the country. moft advan-’
tageous to fettle manufalture in, what would be his choice ?
One where labour and provifions are 'cheap, that is Ireland ;
and what would he next look for ?—why to have a rich, extend-,
ed ‘and fteady market near him, which .ngland, ftretched alonga
fide affords, and to eftablifh that market for this country is ‘one’
great object of this fyftem. " Gentlemen undervalue the reduction
of Britif{]‘ duties on our manufaltures ; 1 agree with them it may
not operate foon, but we are to look forward in a final fettle.
ment, and it is impofiible but that in time, with as good climate,
equal natural powers, cheaper food, and fewer taxes, we muft be
able to fell to them.  When commercial jedloufy ‘thdll be ba
nithed by final fetdement, and trade take its natural and f’read(
courfe, the kingdoms will ceafe to look to rivalthip, each will
make that fabric which it can do cheapeft, and buy from the
other what it cannot make fo advantageoufly.  Labour will be
then truly employed to profit, not diverted by duties, bountjes,
jealoufies or legiflative interference from its natural and bene-
ficial courfe, this fyftem will attain its real object, confolidating
the ftrength of the remaining parts of the empire, by encou-
raging the communications of their market among themfelves,
with preference to every part againtt all ftrangers, ‘
I need not mention the Navigation-adt, the proper benefits of
which we have fo long looked for ; 1'will only obferve, that
Great Britain could never agree to receive the Britith Colories?
goods from ws, ‘unlefs we pmhibit?ﬂ. the goods of foreign Colo-
nies as fhe does, which s a powerful argument for that part of
the fyftem againft the conffitutional phrenfy -that threatens it,
Let us alfo obferve, that now, for the firft time, Great Brirain
offers us'a right for ever in all prefent and future Colonies,
without any refervation of power, to call on us either to procure,
fupport, or preferve them s /be maintains them, we fhare all the
profits ; and, not only their goods, but all goods of Irifh proc‘iucc,
are to pafs through Britain duty free. Can foreign nations,
after this is fettled, make diftincion between Britifh and Irifh
03| | Ga goods ?
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goods ? Our manufaQures will be united as our interefts, and
we thall laugh at Portugal folly.  ° ey
"1 could run out for hours into the many benefits of this fyftem
but I have tired the Houfe too long ; let me only implore you
not to reject this meafure, for ill-founded, vifionary objeftions,
or to facrifice realities to fhadows. If this infatuated country
gives up the prelent offer, the may look for it again inwain ;
things cannot remain as they are; commercial jealoufy is roufed,
it will increafe with two independent legiflatures, if they don’t
mutually declare the principles whereby their powers fhall be
feparately employed, in direding the commeon concerns of trade;
and without an united intereft of commerce, in a2 commercial
empire, political union will receive many fhecks, and feparation
of interefts muft threaten feparation of connexion, which every
honeft Irithman muft fhudder ever to look at as a poflible event.
I will only add, that if this meafure be refufed, Ireland will
receive more folid injury than from any other evil that ever
befel her; it is in vain for Gentlemen to think we can goon as
we have done for fome years—or to expeét to cope with England
in a deftru@ive war of bounties—our fituation muft every day
become more difficult, and it is impoffible to forefee all the ru=-
inous confequences that may enfue, ,  —  =— = =
: Aucust 15th, 1785, '

_ Right Hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer [Mr. F OSTER.]
I rife to ftate the mifconception of the Right Hon. Gentleman,
and if any thing can thew the neceflity of curing the people of
their infatuation, by publifhing and explaining the Bill to them,
it furely is this, that a Gentleman to whom they look up, and
juftly look, as one whofe wifdom and virtue will- guard their
rights, is fovery much miftaken.

The Right Hon. Gentleman in his argument has never once
adverted to the Bill on your table, but draws all his conclufions
from arguments raifed by his own imagination, on the Britifh
Refolutions. He. dwells now only on foreign: Colony trade and
Navigation laws ; the accepting a full participation of the Britith
Colony trade, upon terms of equal laws, he gives up as not
altering out conftitution, and he even agrees in the innocence
of our declaring it as a principle of the treaty. In this he has
thewn his wifdom, for it is already declared in the law of Ireland.
The objeétion then ftands as to a foreign Colony trade, and what
fays the Bill, it declares.it to be a condition of the treaty, to.pro-
tect that trade, in the fame manner as Britain does, againft the
interference of foreign Cgﬁiﬁy goods, It ena&s nothing, and
there is the mighty evil which we have introduced, that is to
give to Britain the regulation of all our foreign trade with Por-
tugal, with Spain, with all the world. If the Gentleman fo
egregioufly miftakes the purport of what he has not read, I truft
the good fenfe of the nation will fee his miftakes and judge for
themfelves ; but the objetions to an. agreement of rating only
the goods from foreign Colonies, fo far only as by protecting our

Colonies againft them, is not fo wonderful from him, as hlz’c ob~
\ JE on
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jection to the Bill’s affe@ting Navigation and Britifh feamen in
eneral; from him I fay, for in the year 1782 the Right Hon.
entleman introduced, in conjun&ion with the late Chief Baron -
Burgh, and the prefent Chief Baron Yelverton, a Bill, adopting
in the grofs all fuch claufes and provifions of the laws theretofore
pafled in England, as conveyed equal benefits and impofed equal
reftriGtions in commerce, in the moft extended fenfe, to the fub
jeéts of both countries, and alfo putting the feamen of Ireland on
the footing of Britith feamen, [The Chancellsr bere read the
words.] "I'he Bill now brought in does not go fo far ; he went
to commerce in general, and adopted laws without reference to
them, or even reciting their title. What does this Bill do? it
declares with him the principle ; it does nomore. This Bill de-
clares for a fimilarity of laws, manners, and cuffoms, in toto. Our
Bill declares for a fimilarity of Navigation laws, on our accept-
ing the benefit of the Britith, not for the firlt time offered to us,
It is idle to believe, even his authority can have weight in fuch
unfounded obje&tions : nay, our Bill reaches his, to adopt its
principles, and he fays ours is mifchievous; his was the glory of
the nation and the.joint labour of the greateft friends of liberty.

The Right Hon. Gentleman fays, ¢ we might have foreign
< trade, without entering into the meafure, and that England, as
¢ to foreign trade, gives us no right which we already have not,”
As to colony trade, he fays, ¢ {he gives us what we had before,
¢ on the former conditions, that we give her Colony produét a
& preference in our market, and therefore, he fays, cannot we
¢ remain as we now are.”” ‘

With refpect to the Colony Trade, I anfwer, we hold it by
the gift of Britain, and fhe may repeal her act, and reaffume her
monopoly. As to foreign trade, I have fhewn it is no way af-
fected, except by the preference to be given to 'Britifh Colon
goods, againft thole of foreign Colonies ; but why does the gen-
tleman allude to Portugal ? it is the ftrongeft meafure againft
him. Portugal has prefumed to diftinguifh between the goods of
Great Britain and the goods of Ireland-—{he will not receive the
latter. But if this fettlement is entered into, all our goods fhe
can have may go duty free through Britain. T he diftinction be-
tween Britith and Irifh manufa&ure is loft as to foreign nations,
our goods, are made one, phyfically as well as politically, in re-
fpect to foreign, and our union cemented by the freedom of in-
tercourfe. . .

The honourable gentleman feems, with others, to undervalue
the Britifh markets for our linens, and that if Britain fhall dif-
courage her import, they will find vent elfewhere. I will not
pay him fo fulfome a compliment as to fay he underftands com-
merce, his genius foars perhaps above fuch reading ; but if he
did underftand it, I would afk him, where would he expe& a
market to favour the linens of Ireland? Where will he find a
market under. Heaven for that manufature, which now brings
two millions annually into the kingdom? Will Portugal take
them ? Will Spain take them ? Will France take them ! No;

; we
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we know they will not. Will Ruffia, Germany, or Holland,
take them ? "They are your powerful rivals, and able to underfel
you. Where then will you find a market, if England thuts her
ports ? Will you go to the Weft Indies ?—you cannot go to the
Englifh Colonies—they will be like Britain—there you can‘have
‘no admittance. The French, Spanith, and Portuguefe have fhut
their ports long fince—your only market then is in the bankrupt
States of North America, that have not money to pay their juft. |
debts, and many provinces of which, if they had the money, have
not perhaps the honefty todo it. o W

Thhis bankrupt country is to give you the market Britain af-
fords. No, no; cherifh the market you have, you will never get
fo good, the ever exports with bounty for you, And here let
me obferve the benefits of exporting, duty free, all our fabrics
through - her ports, which this fettlement fecures. You firft
found the way for your linens to foreign places through her ports,
by her capitals and extent of dealing ;—do not refufe the like
for your other fabrics—the profperity of the linen fhould teach

ot.

The gentleman fays England is as dependant on Ireland as -
Ireland is on England for her produ@s—he inftances the cotton

arn and other yarn of Ireland. . Wlat, call cotton yarn a fabric
of Ireland, and an export to Britain!—It is a miftake of his ex-
preflion, he cannot be fo ignorant of our manufaétures. Let us
look into the wants Britain fupplies—I will take coals firft. ‘

Do you think it an objeé of ne confequence to receive coals
from England, for ever, duty free, while the duties on coals in
Eugland, brought from one of her own ports to another is very
high. I remember when I propofed a thilling a ton on the im-
portation of coals into Dublin only, in order to raife a fund for
extending and beautifying the city, it met with great oppofition ;
I was abufed in all the news-papers ; yet now England may raife
four times that fum upon the export of her coals, which will fall
upon the confumer, and raife a revenue for her advantage ; nay
were fhe even to raife the revenue on them to you that fhe does
on her ‘own coaft carriage, what would become of you? You
have not Irifh coal ; if the prefent bounty of 2s. a ton to Dublin,
added to 1s. 8d. duty on Britith, which operates as'3s. 8d. in fa-
vour of Irifh ceal, what will you do; becaufe no carriage can be
fo cheap to you as that acrofs thie ‘channel. Rock falt is the
next ;—Where will you get it? (fome one faid from Spain)
Rock-falt from Spain ' The Gentleman fhould inform himfelf a
lictle better.

As to the tanning-trade, where will you get bark? From no
place in the world but England.. We know that it would not
bear the freight'from any other, and if England was to probhibit
the export of ity that trade muft be at an end; and we muift not
forget, that the Britifh manufacturers of leather have already com-
plained, that by getting bark from Wales, we are enabled to work
on as good terms as England. .

Let him look to hops ; will this country grow them? On the
' -other
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* other hand, what wants do we fupply for England ? wool and
linen yarn, to our own great advantage ; but it is in vain to. pro-
ceed ; the Houfe muft fee we are talking of a {ubject not yet urt=
derftood ; when kpown, and Ireland unprejudiced and in her
calm reafon, will never reject the many bleflings it holds out to
her trade ;—it gives wealth and fecurity which T truft will never
be refufed from a wild imagination of Utopian Republics,
Commonwealths, Monarchies—God knows what.

I will ftand or fall with the Bill, that not a liie in it touches
your Conftitution ; it is now left to the decifion of the country,
it is- not abandoned, God forbid it fhould; and I truft I {hall
fee the nation afk it at our hands, that we may be able then to
obtain it fhall be my prayers—the Minifter cannot promife—he
has done his duty—and it will be my pride at a future day, when
its real value fhall be known, that I bore a leading fhare in the
tranfaCtion—that I laboured to procure for Ireland {olid and fub-
ftantial benefits, which e/en two years ago no manhad an idea of
even looking to.
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