
S U B S T A N C E

o F T. H £

S P E E C H E S
O F  T H E

r i g h t  h o n o u r a b l e

W i l l i a m  p i t  t ,
O n  the 23d and 31f t  o f  J a n u a r y  1 7 9 9 ;

i n c l u d i n g  

À  corre& C o p y  o f  the P  L  A  N ,

W I T H  T H E

D E B A T E  which took place in the Houfe o f  Commons

On the P R O P O S A L  for an

U N I O N  between G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and I r e l a n d .

To which are annexed,

T h e  celebrated S P E E C H E S  o f  the Right  Honourable

J O H N  F O S T E R ,  late Chancellor<of the Exchequer, now Speaker of1 

the Houfe of Commons o f  Ireland, on the 12th and 15th Days o f  

A u g u f t  1785* upon the C o m m e r c i a l  P r o p o s i t i o n s .

L O N D O N :

ÍVmted for J o h n  S t o c k d a l e , Piccadilly. 1799.

P r ia  Ont Shilling and Six Pencu





H O U S E  O F  C O M M O N S ;

W e d n e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 3 ,  1 7 9 9 *

l l/ T R . P I T T  fpoke to the following effedt:— <c Sir, after the 
inclination which has been manifefted by the Houfe to come 

to a decifion on the queftion before them, 1 ihould feel it my duty 
to offer fome apology for Fifing to delay that decifion, but as fome 
difference o f  opinion is likely to take place in the minds o f  G e n 
tlemen, and the point under confideration is fo intimately con
nected with the fafety and profperity o f the Britiih empire, though
I do not think it neceflary to enter fully into the important details 
which the fubjedt naturally fuggefts, I cannot pafs over with in
difference feveral topics which have been alluded to in the courfe 
o f  the Honourable Gentleman's fpeech. T h e  Honourable G e n 
tleman in bringing forward his amendment, has appeared to me 
to farniih but one argument in fupport of the conclufion which he 
labours to eftabliih, namely, that there is no power which can 
make the refult of the deliberation for adjufting the reciprocal in- 
terefls of both countries effectual. He has taken upon himfelf the 
tafk o f denying to the Parliament o f either kingdom the right o f  
incorporating one country with another. W ith  refpedt to the 
publication which he has undertaken to refute, that is a fubjedt to 
which the Houfe cannot attend; but how does the Honourable 
Gentleman’s denial o f  the right o f the Parliaments o f  both king
doms itand ? I f  the Parliament of Ireland has no right to incor
porate itfelf with the legiílature o f this country, without the fenfe 
of the people o f Ireland, as little has the Parliament of G reat B ri
tain a right to follow the fame meafure with that o f Ireland^ as 
little had the Parliament o f Scotland a right to agree to the terms 
o f  the Union which had been effedted,as little had the Parliament 
of England a right to ratify that Union, under which England has
io eminently fiouriihed, under which our laws and liberties have 
profpered, have been extended and confirmed, in defiance o f  every 
check and obftacle; under which G reat Britain has increafed in 
opulence, in power, and glory, and has become at once the admi
ration and envy o f the world. If there be any truth or any con» 
fiiiency in the Honourable Gentleman’s denial o f  the right which 
he challenge?, then all the id  id and beneficial eftabliihments which 
have been carried into effect fince the period o f  the Union, muit 
give way and fall to the ground. Even the Honourable G en tle
man would, according to his own argument, ftand here unautho
rized, unqualified to deliver his fentiments in this Houfe. F or i f  
we admit his pofition to be ju iï,  it evidently follows, tiiat there is
II > one act which has been performed by us for thefe 90 years 
paft, in which we have adled legitimately and coaiiitutionally ;
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and, in fact, we could not at this moment fit here as a legiflativa 
Body. I cannot devife by what means, or by what ingenious re- 
fources the Honourable Gentleman can fupport his ftateinent, and 
it Teems that his allies are hitherto unknown. I have, however, 
learnt from the newfpapers, that the Honourable Gentleman has 
at leaft one ally in his very extraordinary proportion. A  certain 
perfon has publicly declared, that every citizen of both countries 
ihould come forward and deliver his opinion on the prefent occa- 
ijon; and that without the fenfe o f the aggregate bodies of the 
kingdom, the Parliament of G reat Britain could not difeufs nor 
determine the prefent momentous quefiion. According, to this 
plan, which appears to coincide with the fentimcnts of the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, every citizen was to (land forth with his 
reafons, and vote in numerical progreflion, and the Legiilature 
were, in the mean time, patiently to wait for the refait o f the 
whole. I f  we are to go back to the elements of Jacobjnifm, I 
muil admit the argument ot the Hon. Gentleman to be jufr, and we 
are, confeqkently, no longer a Parliament. But 1 muft do him the 
ju ilice  to lay, that I am perfuaded he entertains no fuch opinion, 
and if  he does not, there is of courfe an end to that topic. W ith 
j*efpe£t to the competence of Parliament to carry the mcafure into 
effect there does not exift a doubt ; and if the competence of either 
or both Parliaments be fully admitted, let us fee how fiends the 
queftion in your hands, as well as the amendment of the Hon* 
G entlem an/ He complains, Sir, that the addrefs of thanks to 
His Majeity was moveu by my right honourable friend near me, 
and feconded by me as a matter of-courfe. But why did we 
purfue that conduct ? W a s  it becaufe we were not aware of the 
difficulties attending it ; becaufe we weie not apprifed o f the 
indifpenfible neceffity of mature and minute inveftigation ?•— No, 
S i r ! — but becaufe we did not think it right to agitate a queftion 
o f  fuch tranfcendent importance on the bare mention of it ; becaufe 
v/e conceived that it would be premature to bring forward for. 
difcuffion, a topic, the outlines o f which were unknown ; becaufe 
We could not con^iteiuly with our duties to the public, ag.ee 
to fubmit to confederation,- a> íubjeót fo deeply intereftmg in 
its relations and operations, until it was dated fairly and openly 
in all its various details to the Houfe. But the Hon. Gentleman 
has gone farther, and talked of a.wiih to carry it by furppfe. I 
do not hefitate to fay, that if any blame be imputable to us, it is 
that o f having afled with too much caution. It has been dnlincïiy 
recommended from the throne, to adopt fuch falutary meafures us 
might improve and perpetuate a connection efiential to the com
mon fecurity and interdis of bc^h countries. W e  only icated, in 
conformity to that communication, the time of laying before the 
Houfe the materials necvilary for forming an opinion, and added, 
that a proper interval would take place before we took the fenfe of 
Parliament, I certainly thought that the Hon. Gentleman wTould 
have candidly allowed the fair nefs of our conduct, and have done 
juftice to our deiire, fo clearly afcertained, of treating the fubjecl 
iv;th all the importance and deliberation to which it is,lo peculi ,riy 
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entitled.— In ihorf, the queftior. now is, fliall we,after the expiration 
of a proper interval, difcufs and come to a determination upon the 
i'ubje<St, or fliall we in the firit inftance, and in the mere outfet o f 
the bufinefs, without taking a ju i l  review of the con fi derat ions on 
both fide?, without entering into the eilential points that are con
nected with, and mull influence our decifion, pofitively declare, 
that the meafure is either unneceffary to the fecurity and happincfs 
of Ireland, or fo impracticable in its operation, as to prevent any 
hopes o f  realizing it ? W ith regard to the amendment, I fhall fav a 
few words prefently. It is enough for us to fay, we bring forward 
a proportion ii >ur opinion fui table to the prefent ftate o f  Ireland. 
W e  do no n. W e  do not aik for immediatedifcuffion. But Sir, 
what is the H:,n. Gentleman’s conduct ? he fays, without confider- 
ino th ■ i • 11 i-Ct in any point of view  as it relates to this country 
or to ireiV.;r , [ will enter upon no enquiry whatever.”  N o w ,
Sir, he is lx>und, according to this fyftem of aehng, to make out 
to our conviction, either that the ftate o f Ireland is fo completely 
iati*factory, that we may repofe with fafety, and that, confe- 
quently the propofed arrangement is fuperfluoüs, or it is incum
bent on h:rn to point out fome other mode of a more falutary and 
more efficacious nature. Has lie then, I am authorized to de- 
nvand, made out any <uch caie ? I anfwer, no! Does Ireland itand 
in need of a remedy? 1 have heard nothing but complaints o f 
the tr lerable and diitrefled iituation cf Ireland from the Hon. 
G  ntleman and his parly for a l in g  time pait. T h e y  have rei
terated and iiudioufly expatiated upon the wretched condition to 
Which that country was reduced; they have bitterly inveighed 
agairft the miftakés and errors of its G overnm ent; they have 
deicribed in the moit alarming terms the horrors which it was 
condemned to fuffer ; they havè' anx:oufly ftarted difficulties and 
railed objections againft every word that went to extenuate the 
painful diitreffes wttîch they related. W h at has the Hon. G e n 
tleman feen in the cjhdiriqh of Ireland fince that day, to caufe fa 
material an alteration in his opinion? W h a t has he aiffcovered 
iince that day to induce him to retract his declarations, and 
imprefs him with a çonviction, that Ireland is fo fecure, fo happy, 
and io profperous, as to render every kind of remedy unneceiîary. 
He has iecn a rebellion raging with inveterate fury, and aim-* 
ing a deadly blow at" the connexion between that country and 
G reat Britain. H e has fecn that Rebellion cruihed, and the 
Government o f Ireland lef: ftanding in iecurity. 'The Hon. 
Gentleman feems to forget that he found no difficulty then in 
blaming the Parliament o f Ireland, yet he comes forward now 
and is as prcfufe o f his praifes rn  it, as he was before laviih in 
ins ceniures. H e cannor, therefore, have feen any thing lines 
that period to juftify this extraordinary and unaccountable de
reliction of fentiment. I he evils and calamities with which 
Ireland is aliiiCted he deep in the iituation of the country.' 
1 hey are to be attributed to the manners of its inhabitants, 10 

the itate o f focipty, to the. habits o f  the people a t  large, to the 
unequal diftributioa o f  property, to the want o f  civilized inter-

coa;fe,
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courfe, to the jarring difcord o f party, and above all, to the pre*
judices o f religious fe&s. T h e  Hon. Gentleman fays, we cannot 
cure them all in a day. I f  they could be cured fo, they might be 
Cured by the Parliament of Ireland, by Parliamentary Reform or 
Catholic emancipation. But if the deplorable fituation of the 
country can only be cured by gradual, lober, and dnpaflionate im*- 
provement and civilization ; if much of it that is juftly complained 
o f  can only be remedied by the circulation of capital, by the focial 
intercourle naturally flowing from improved trade and commerce* 
by the diffufion of focial habits, by the difcrimination of liberal 
fentiment, by removing party diftraâions, by fuppreiîing fa&ious 
afl’ociations, by allaying hereditary feuds fubfifting between two 
nations living in the fame liland, and by the extm&ion of rcli- 
gious prejudices, we muft look to it in the provifions o f an in
dependent Legiilature removed from the immediate feat of thefe 
evils, which ihall not be partial to either party, but the fair 
arbiter and kind parent of both ; which fhali not be liable tQ 
local influence, nor be fubject to popular incitement, and which 
fhall be fully competent to make head againft the lawlefs inroads 
©f deftruâive innovation and anarchy* Vv here then, Sir, is this 
gradual and effectual remedy to be found, while the legiilature 
remains in that country, and muft, from the parts which com- 
pofe it, partake o f the fyirit o f  either party? If, therefore, the 
Hon. Gentleman looks to Ireland for a Legiilature calcuiate4 
to apply a radical cure to the calamities which are manifcu, 
he will not find it there. If  he looks to the imperfection of the 
Conftitution of Ireland, as I admit, Goes he contend that the Par
liament of Ii eland is as well adapted to have that degree o f con
nexion and union with the great mafs of the people as the Parlia
ment oi Great Britain ? VV ill he feriouily maintain that the defiiec  ̂
remèdy is to be hazarded in that country ?— T h e  wildeft fpecu- 
lation, the ir.oft extravagant flight of modern political theory in 
all its new fangled doctrines, attempted iji any other country, 
would be more likely to be crowned with fuccels, and more ie -  
concileable to reafon than luch a propofition. It would upon every 
principle of common lenfe be fupenor to it, I do not deny that 
even the deformed refembîançe ot the Britifh Conftitution is lu- 
perior to any proceeding from the new iyltem, but the imperf-ç- 
tion of the Iriih Conltitution is admitted, and to that muit be 
added the complicated grievances and defçdis in the ftate of thy 
country at lmge. W ith reipedt to tne want of a diftuiion of pro
perty, to the extraordinary diiparity of rank, and to the fcanty 
means o f focial improvement, al[ producing in a pioportionate 
degree mifery in one extreme and opprefiion in the other hpv/ 
can thele grievances be remedied but by a çlofer connexion with. 
G reat Britain, v.hich is fuperior \o every other nation in every 
thing that conftitutes the independence, wealth, and civilization 
o f  a State ? T h e  fituation of Ireland mult alfo be remedied by the 
influx of capital and the circulation ot wealth, and whence aie 
thele necellary ingredients to be iupplied but by aflimilating it
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With G reat Britain, which enjoys a portion or pra&ical bleflings 
fuperior to any other country in the world ? I f  thefe ftatements 
be correct, I am authorized in maintaining, that according to the 
principles advanced by the Hon. Gentleman himfelf, nothing can 
tend more completely to redrefs the unhappy and diftraéted ftate 
o f  Ireland, than uniting, blending, and consolidating its interefts 
and views with thofeof G reat Britain. Therefore, Sir, upon the 
Hon. Gentleman’ s principles it is not only a meafure worthy o f  
çonfideration, but a fpecific remedy for the fpecific evils o f  which 
he complains. He does not fcruple to tell us, and wiihes Parlia
ment to record, that the final adjuftment with Ireland in 1782, 
has been found incompetent to fettle every difference, and he 
told us yefterdav, that he wiihed to perpetuate the connexion be
tween G reat Britain and Ireland; but I am not content with 
faying, that the connexion (hall be perpetuated, and that Ireland 
ihall form a part of the Britiih Empire, but I wiih ibe ihould 
participate in all the bleilings, enjoy her juft (hare o f  all the dif- 
tinguiihed happinefs o f every part o f the Britiih Empire, and 
confolidate the ftrength and energy of the whole. I  do not merely 
lay let Ireland be united, let her be blended with us, but let her 
partake o f  every folid benefit, o f  every eminent advantage that 
can refult from fuch an incorporation. T h e  queftion then isf 
how  are thefe great objects to be attained? W h e n  the connexion 
with Ireland was fomething more than a name, when that 
connexion was afcertained, and the Imperial Parliament o f this 
country exercifeu a fupremacy ever Ireland, it did happen, 
that during that period the narrow policy of G re a t Britain, 
influenced with views o f  trade and commercial advantages, 
tainted and perverted with felfiih motives, treated Ireland 
with partiality and negleót, and never looked upon her growth 
and profperity as the growth and profperity of the empire at large.
I  reprobated as much as the Hon. Gentleman, that-narrow-minded - 
policy as mifchievous and pregnant with the moft fatal confe- 
quences to both kingdoms. T h u s  a fyftem radically defective 
exifted, but another was fubftituted in its place. O n e  branch, that 
o f  the Executive Power, was left the fame in both countries ; but 
there were alfo left two independent Parliaments without any per
manent tie between them, and that at a time when every honeit 
Englifhman and every honeft Iriihman fmcerely wiihed the con
nexion might be drawn clofer. T h e  countries were left in a 
iituation ot intimacy which the breath o f accident might at all 
times deftroy. T h e y  were liable to be feparated by a thoufand 
accidents which no human forefight or wifdom could prevent. 
I t  is now the duty of both Legislatures to render their happinefs 
mutual and permanent. I am now, Sir, about to notice that 
which has been alluded to by the Hon. Gentleman as a final ad- 
juftm ent; and I can undertake to ftate, that this final adjuftment 
was made under the pretence o f redrelïing exifting grievances, 
without looking to future confequences, or taking a general and 
neceflary view of circumftances— it was dictated by the fpirit o f  
momentary popularity* and was net founded in the folid interefts

o f
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o f  the country. Having created two diftinfl: Parliaments equal!/ 
able and competent to decide and diftate on queftions o f peace
and war, on all points o f trade and commerce— it left them as di
vided in all material points about which nations ma) cor.tci* as 
any two Powers cn the Continent. T h at fuch was ihe iifue of 
that arrangement cannot now be denied, and I can therefore main-* 
tain, without incurring; the nique of contradiction, tn?.t there is no 
reafon whatever for calling it a final adjuftment. Such, however, 
was the boafted achievement of the great patriots who took the 
lead in the emancipation of Ireland. T h e  fabric which they had 

.railed was popular, but the very men who raifed it knew it was not 
found. They looked at their work, and they law that it was imperfect. 
O ne of thefe great patriots was gratified with a large donation 
from his country, and the other-was celebrated in the publications 
o f  the day. W h en  the A &  was pafTed which gave independence 
to Ireland, I think it neceffary to obferve^ that it was accompanied 
bv a refolution which contained a falutary próvifiom T h e  refolu- 
tion ftated, that it was the opinion of the* Houfe that the Connexion 

between both kingdoms íhould be confolidated by future meafures 
or regulations founded upon the bafis o f  mutual confent.— [M r. 
Pitt read the Refolution from the Journals o f the Houfe.]-—  I hat 
Refolution was alfo carried in an Addrefs to the Throne. T h ere
fore, Sir, I have the authority of that Refolution to prove that no 
final adjuftment was then made, and nothing nas been fince attempt
ed to provide for that defective fettlement but the partial anú inade
quate meafure of the Iriih Proportions, which were defeated by the 
perlons who framed the refolution, and who found no fubfritute in 
their room. he onus of ihewing that it was not a final adjuic- 
ment, lies with thole who framed that refoiution ; 1 mean with the 
Hon. Gentleman and his friends. Tl he onus lay with the Hon. Gen-' 
tleman to ftate what means and whatrefources he had in his mind to 
anfwer the pledge given to the country. But, Sir, is there 110 pro
bable cafe in which the Legiiîatures of both kingdoms may 
differ? Has the Hon. Grentleman forgotten that one cafe did 
crii’e, and that within'the fhort (pace of 16 years? W ith that ex

perience before my eyes which we forefaw, no arguments can at 
prefent be neceiiary to (hew that the poiliWe recurrence of fuch 
a cafe ihould be precluded. T h e  cafe to which I allude, is one 
which has been noticed by the Hon. Gentleman, but noticed 
ç.iiy to be gloiled over. 1 mean the Regency. T h e  difference 
uf principle was evident, for the Iriih Parliament decidcd upon 

one principle and the Britiih Parliament upon another. T h e y  
both led to the appointment of the fame Perfon, but that was 
accidental, for that Perfon muiè have governed Ireland upon one 

principle and England upon another. He would have been Rea
gent in one capacity in one country, and in a capacity dire&ly 
the reverfe in the other. It, therefore, followed that the office 

might, upon grounds equally juftifiable, have been veiled in two 
diftinâ perfons. W ill  any man, with fo inftruâive an example 
before his eyes, talk with fincerity of a final adjuilment ? W ill  
anv man tell us that thç feçurity of tfiç empirç is ia  its prelent

vievr
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view  founded or» a permanent bails ? In the only war which has 
taken place fines the eftablifhment o f Iriih independence, the 
queftion of mutual intereft has been fo exactly the fame, that I can
not quote any difference o f opinion on that head. Fortunately, 
the only great inftance in which two countries could a£t in o p 
pofition had not then occurred, and the local intereft o f  Ireland 
has in the prefent war been fo intimately conne&ed with this 
kingdom, and her exiftence and welfare has fo much depended 
upon us, that there is no opportunity o f citing a cafe o f  difpute 
between both nations on the great queftions o f  peace and war. 
But will the Hon. Gentleman pretend to maintain, that when 
the habit of difcufling the foreign relations o f  the Empire fhall 
take place, the Parliament o f Ireland may not, as it might natu
rally think itfelf entitled to do, proceed to enquire into treaties 
and alliances?— O n  a fuppofed difference o f local intereft, wiil 
the Hon. Gentleman tell me it is impoiTible that the Parliament 
o f  Ireland ihould take one fttp in giving advice to the Sovereign 
and the Parliament o f  G reat Britain another ? I f  in the prefent 
conteft, the Oppofition were to have as much influence in Ire
land as they formerly pofíeffed, a vote for peace might be paffed, 
and the efforts o f G reat Britain paralized. W i l l  the Hon. G e n 
tleman tell me, that the Parliament o f Ireland might not in fuch 
a cafe neutralize its ports, prevent the raifing o f recruits for the 
army and navy, and ftrike a fatal blow at the power, and endanger 
the exiftence of the empire. L e t  any man maturely refleft on 
the dangers that may poliibly refult from the prefent fituation o f  
both countries, and he will tremble at the perils to which they 
are expoled. Even with regard to the conteft in which we are 
now ftruggling for the deareft and moft valuable condderations, is 
there hot ground forjuft alarm r It is true, that the influence o f  the 
Oppofition party in Ireland, has been lefs prominent than ever. 
T h e  influence o f  the great Patriot is extinft in Ireland, nearly in 
the fame way that the reputation of the other great patriots 
here in England has expired* But if we wiih to render the con
nexion perpetual, and to make the ties indiffoluble, fhall we do 
our duty to either country if wre neglect to bring forward this 
proportion ? I have, Sir, been arguing to provide for the profpe- 
rity and fafety o f  Ireland, and to remedy the miferable imperfec
tions o f the arrangement made in 1782. B u t how does it {land 
at prefent ? T h e  fituation of the country is indeed deplorable. 
Rent by party diftraction, torn by the dividons o f feels, fubjeót to 
the revival ot inflamed hoftility, a prey to the hereditary animoflty 
of the old Iriih and the Engliih fettlers, the fcene o f confiant pre
judices proceeding from fuperftition and ignorance. Add, Sir, to 
this true colouring, the iniudon of the laft deadly poifon, Jacobin- 
ilm, and they will altogether produce a p iâure  o f the mo ft horri
ble kind. T h e re  we may clearly diftinguifli a miferable ftate pf 
ceafelefs contention, o f perpetual diftraôion, o f  the moft rooted 
animofity, which, however great the exertions o f  the Legiflature 
o f Ireland may be, and I heartily give them all the praife which 
they have received from the tardy panegyric o f  the Hon. G en tje-

B  man,
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man, they can never fucceed in removing. Thefe  confiderations, 
without entering into any minute details, which, as I have before 
obferved, are in this ftate of the bufinefs unneceflary, are, I truft, 
fufficient to induce the Houfe to agree to the mveftrgat.on of 
means that may be deemed adequate to eftabhih the internal tran
quillity of that country, add to the ftore of pur common resources, 
and confolidate and ftrengthen the general m tereftsof tne Empire. 
I f  any inftitution be inadequate to provide an efrechial remeuy or 
thefe evils, it is, Sir, I do not hefitate to fay, the Inih Legiflature ; 
n et from any defect o f intention, not from any want of talent, but 
from its own nature ; and it is and muft be incapable of reftor.ng 
the internal happinefs of the country, and fixing the profper.ty ot 
the people on a firm and permanent bails, as long as the prefent 
f t a t e  o f  that kingdom, with refpeâ to its relation to Great Bri
tain, continues. “  T h a t  Legiflature, formed as it is, muft cor.jnue 
ever radically defeflive. 1 have, Sir, fpoken an honeft ana a fair 
opinion. I have not been deterred from it by any apprehenhon 
that it may not prove acceptable to any let ot men on this or on 
the other fide of the water ; but there is no circumftance o f pro
bable difficulty, no idea of the lofs of popularity, no perfonal con- 
iideration, however weighty, can' prevent me from ufing every 
exertion and every effort in my power to accompliih a meaiure 
which, in my firm conviftion, diredlly tends to promote the hap
pinefs of the people o f Ireland, to eftablifli the mutual relations of 
both countries on the moft folid and advantageous bans, ana to 
confolidate in the moft permanent manner the genuine intereits ot

the Britiih Empire.”

T h u r s d a y ,  January 31, 1/99- 
T h e  Chancellor o f the Exchequer, M r. P I T T ,  role, and 

fpoke to the following effect: “  Sir, wnen I propoied to the 
Houfe to fix this day for the confiderat.on of a fubjed fo highly 
important in its nature, and fo intimate y connected with the 
fafety of the Britiih Empire, as that wh.cn was recommended in 
His M ajefty’s moft gracious Meflage, I indulged in the hope t.,at 
H isM aiefty ’s communication to the parliament o f Ireland with le- 
fpeft to the fame ob jêâ , would have opened a fpeedy and effec
tual way to fecure the happy accompliihment of a meafure wmch 
was calculated to draw defer the ties o f mutual mtercit between 
both countries, to perpetuate a connexion eflential for their com
mon fecuritv and happinefs, to augment me power and refources, 
and confolidate the ftrength of thetíritifli Empire and more imme
diately to eftabliih on a firm and permanent balls the tranqui.lity 
and prosperity o f Ireland itfelf. T h a t hope am fincerely con
cerned to obferve, has been difappointed by the meafures which 
have fince accur/ed. I know that the parliament of Ireland, in 
the difcuffion and decifion which have followed His Majefty s moft 
gracious communication, has exerciied that competency which 1 
do pot mean to' queftion, but admit it fully poffefles, to reject 01 
adopt any meafure propofed to them by the Executive Govern
ment, O ne of the Houfes of Parliament in Ireland has how-



ever thought proper to adopt the recommendation. Feeling as 
I do a firm' perfuafion of the great, folid, and extenfive benefits 
that muft reiult to Ireland from'confenting to carry into effect the 
obje£t propofed ; feeling as I do the immenfe addition that muft 
alio accrue to the Empire at large, and the confolidation o f  
ftrength, intereft,and affection that muft be derived to both coun
tries from the execution of it— I cannot avoid faying, that I am 
Jmpreifed with the deepeft regret for the difappointment which 
has taken place. But, Sir, knowing at the fame time the un
doubted right o f  Parliament to come to fuch refolutions as it may 
think moil proper, and to a£t in every manner moft conformable 
to the fcntiments by which it is a&uated, I do treat the decifion 
o f  Parliament on that momentous confideration with the greateft 
deference and refpeét. I have not the moft remote intention o f  
agitating matters, which might pofîiblv, in the courfe o f  their 
difcuffion, give rife to a fpirit of animofity, or lead to hoftilities 
between both countries ; but while I treat that decifion with 
every mark o f refpedbto which, as the a£i o f  an independent Houfe 
o f  Commons, ic is clearly intitled, I muft fay, that I have a 
duty to perform, which, confiftently with m y  conviótion and 
feelings as a Mem ber c f  the Britifh Parliament, I am bound to 
execute^ T h a t  duty is to ftate to the Houfe the outlines o f the 
plan which has been deemed juft and effectual for fettling a com 
plete and final adjuftinent between both countries. I am ready to 

^  .that t l̂ere *s no chance o f  bringing it to a happy termination 
while it is oppofed by the fenfe of the Houfe o f  Commons of Ire- 
Janc.; and having allowed that, I  muft obferve, that it is upon that 
very ground that I feel it the more necefl’ary to urge it now, and by 
irating the outlines o f  the meafure, to fhew the vaft and permanent 
advantages wnich have been neglected, in confequence o f the vote 
which precluded the difcuftion o f  the propofed arrangement. I t  
is therefore my duty to explain the motives by which the mea
fure was dictated and brought forward, and to ftate openly and 
fan]y the plan to this Houier in order that it fhould remain re~ 
corde'l here, as that on which the Parliament o f  this country, if  
it oe /auctioned with our approbation, is willing to clofe with the 
Pailiamcnt of that kingdom, leaving it to that country to rejedt 
or adopt, as it may judge moft expedient, at any future opportu
nity. W h e n  a great queftion like the prefent was brought for
ward in Ireland, unaccompanied as it was by any details, it was not 
unlikely that it fhould meet confiderable oppofition from national 
pride; from mifreprefentation 5 from mifconftruction, and a v a 
riety of caufes; yec to whatever motives the femiments o f  diflike 
whica have been rnanifefted againft it may be attributed, it is, I 
mun obferve, eflential and neceilary it ihould be known on what 
grounds the Parliament c f  G reat Britain came forward to promote 
a more intimate and lafting connexion between the two countries. 
In this point of view, i  have no hefitation in faying, that 1 am 
convinced, under the apparent difcouragement which prevails, 
notwitiiilancing the prejudices which have been difpîayed, that this 
mealuie is founded upon fuch principles o f  reciprocal benefit and

-B 2 profperity,
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profperitv, and is fo materially conneÛed with the general in tern s 
o f  the Britiih Empire, f r o m  which Ireland cannot be feparated 
for a moment in argument or 111 faft, that.it ihou 
dearly and difpaffionatcly by us, and be eft o p e n  to the f  , 
fober, and unprejudiced difcuffion and dec.fion of the Ir|^  Par
liament for rejection or adoption on any future occanon. l t  will not,
I  truft, be denied, that it is neceffary time: ihould alfo - g ^  
all thofe in any manner connefted with the refult of , 
berate on the probable effects o f the plan, and to form a juft d t i  
mate o f its con feren ces. It is neceffary
in anv degree implicated in the event, ihould be at f u l l h b e i t j t o  
weigh thlvarious reafons which may operate «^ ^  J '  re- 
either in favour or againft the meafure, wlth/ ^ f  f  £tures Pand 
fent and future flate o f trade, commerce, aMl manufadlure , 
their extenfive and complicated relations; with refP ^ ^ °  s  
p r ' f L ,  S a « J  t e e  Of Ireland, and the M s f l W  p ro fp eflo  a -

civilization and internal happinefs. j hefe n  minute in- 
„o t  be candidly and impartially determined without m ^  
veftigation, unremitting attention, and cool, mattu , -
paffionate difcuffion. J am the more encouraged in he hope that 
a plan pregnant with fuch bleffings, will prove u > m ^  y lue 
c e f s f u l ,  when I obferve that the majority which rejected

cuffion, without wiihing to hear * e * orethat one-
commendation was fupported, conrirted of ba y ^  Houfe 

half o f  the Members prefent. vVhen i  obierve nrnnortion
of Parliament, containing fo very large and valuable F g ™  
o f  the property o f the kingdom, a decided opni.on expr«lle 
L o u r  of the meafure * when I obferve that or, the ^  
o f the bufmefs, when popular prejud.ce and clamou - ^  ^  
duftrioufly excited againft it, that much of the tradi p
k i n g d o m ,  and a coiuderable ihare o f c o m m e r c i a l  nt.relt came 
forward with the acknowledged declaration of its utility Thefe, 
Sir, are fufficient grounds to juftify me m entertaining 
S a l  expeaatio,,; of fuccefs. ^  all thefe
ii-reat and fatisfaclory re afo ns that o f ta  themle

U  « * * ■ *  » fevour.bk c » d a f̂.on ‘

r S  i
•the Pailiament of both kingdoms.' Í l fnrward this day 
thefe objedls that I think it my uty to im e  ̂ M ajefty’s 
a p i a n  for carrying into efteS n u r n o f e  o f  being imme-
c-racious communication; not roi the p p . „
l a t e ly  adted upon but that it may be known, and t jm  th^J ^ 
o-rounds of fuccefs may be afcertained. ^
is uiy duty to open to the Houfe the ou mes &  ^  debate 
ierving that I do not m eaiito  make them t cJonflftent pnn.
at prefent. A d in g  upon this plain, and t difl • will be
ciple, it appears to me that the faueft way * p & ^



to flate to the Houfe a firing o f Refolutions which have been 
prepared for that end. W h en  the confideration of them comes 
on, that cannot be done while you, Sir, remain in the Chair* 
and it will be neceffary for me to move the Houfe to refolve it- 
felf into a Committee o f the whole Houfe. I f  it (hall be agreed 
on by the Committee that the refolutions are fit to form the 
bails oft he out-lines, my opinion will be that Parliament fhould 
adopt them, vote an Addrcfs on the fubjedfc of them, and lay 
them at the foot o f  the T h ron e to be communicated to Ireland, 
when an opportunity favourable to the dilpaflionate inveftigation 
o f them ihall occur. I have now, Sir, explained to tne Houfe 
the motives which have induced me to fubmit the plan to Parlia
ment, and I will now endeavour to explain the general grounds o f  
the meafure, and the general arguments by which it is fupport- 
ed, and to give at the fame time as ihort a view as I can o f  the 
whole. A s  to the principle on which all the out-lines are found
ed, I am happy to find that no difference o f opinion exiils 
on that head. I am happy to find from what has happened in 
this houfe in the late Debate, when the fubjeft was firft in
troduced and agitated, that the general principle o f  the ne- 
ceility of perpetuating the connexion between both countries 
was fully recognized. T h a t  principle, which once admitted, 
and which indeed cannot be denied, was forcibly ftated by 
an Hon. Gentleman oppofite to mej who deprecated all dii- 
cuiTion on that night. But the neceflity o f the connexion thus 
acknowledged, leads neceffarily to the m oil important coniidera- 
tions. W e  are bound to confider that connexion with due re
gard to the interefis o f Ireland— we are to coniider it with regard 
to its trade, manufa&ures, and commerce— we are to confider it 
with regard to the permanent efiablifhment o f its domeftic peace 
and happinefs; with regard to its perfe£t fecurity from the avowed 
defigns of the enemy to effect its feparation from this country ; 
with regard to its ftrengthening the p o w e r  and refources of the 
Empire at large, and with regard to admitting it to the full and 
unqualified enjoyment o f  all the bleilings by the poiTefnon o f  
which G r e a t  Britain is fo eminently diftinguifhed from all other 
nations. Admitting this principle, on which the Legiflatures o f  
G reat Britain and Ireland muft aft, let me now afk, what is the 
prefent iituation of that connexion, the neceility of preferving 
and perpetuating which is fo amply allowed, even by thofe who 
declare themfelves unfriendly to the meafure now under conii- 
deration ? T h a t  connexion, fo neceffary to the profperity, and 
even to the exiftence o f Ireland, and fo advantageous to the com
mon interefts of the Empire, has been attacked both by foreign 
and domeftic enemies. O u r  foreign enemies have failed in every 

’ attempt, though the profpeft o f  aiffolving that connexion forms 
perhaps the only remaining hope o f the foe. B u t he has been 
hitherto baffled in every endeavour to a^compHfh an object l'o 
ddirable to his intereits ; he has been fucceiïiveiy defeated with 
difgrace, and all his attempts have been triumphantly turned into 
aU j  .ional. means oi our own fecurity; Perhaps tne means ufed
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by the enemy to accomplifh the reparation of both countries, may 
be the means o f  knitting clofer the union that exiits between us, and 
o f  ftrengthening the barrier which in the prefent crifis we oppofe to 
the perfidious principles and bóundlefs ambition of F  rance. T h a t con
nexion has not only been attacked in an alarming manner by a foreign 
enemy, but it has been attacked in a ftill more dangerous way by 
domeftic treafon, excited by F ran ce; and in addition to the de
tracted (late o f  Ireland, all the horrors o f  Jacobinifm have been 
engrafted on the complicated miferies of the old fyftecn. L e t  us 
then fee if any new order o f things congenial to the exigencies o f  
the moment, fuitable and calculated to ward off  impending danger, 
and adapted, as far as human wifdom can make it, to remedy the 
growing evils can be devifed to fecure the connexion which is 
confeffed in the fulleft fenfe to be abfolutely neceffary. W e  know 
that the connexion, as it is at prefent formed, is fuch, that the 
gre’atnefs o f the danger likely to refult from it is admitted by all. 
W e  ought to be wife in.timej we ought to provide againit the" 
infidious and tyrannical encroachments o f an enemy, who, though 
not truly wife, enjoys a pre-eminence o f wifdom in knowing how 
to invent and apply with fuccefs all the means o f  mifchief, murder 
and devaftation. I f  there exifts any doubt o f the precarious flate 
o f the prefent connexion, this circumftence is alone fufficient to 
junify  us in viewing it with apprehenfion and fear, and in findino- 
out means to alter, improve, and perpetuate it. But it is fufficient 
Without any extraneous reference, to look at that connexion which 
all men wiih to preferve and render permanent ; and I do not hefi- 
tate to maintain, that it does afford the fecurity we dèfîre for either 
country. I took the liberty of ftating on a former night, that the 
feulement of 1.782, fo far from deferving the name oi final adjuft- 
inent, was one that left the connexion liable to p riih by every 
breath o f  accident, and fubject to be broken by the ilighteft cafual- 
ties. It was in truth inadequate, incompetent, and in every refpeét 
ill calculated to fecure the end for which it was framed. L e t  no man 
think that I coniider the conduit o f Great Britain before the fettle- 
ment of 1782 liberal. W e  certainly had previoufly acted with a 
narrow felfifh policy towards Ireland. Jealous of their commercial 
profperity, looking upon them as the rivals o f our profperity,. we 
only regarded them as the inftruments o f our own aggrandize
ment. But afterwards, when that felfifh, that illiberal,.that defec
tive fvftem was altered in 1782, what was fubftituted in its room ? 
W e  demoliihed one fyftem, and we furniihed nothing in its place. 
Th is, Sir, is not prefumption, it is not bold and unfupported affer* 
ti°n > it is not forced conje&ure. I take it to be fo from the let- 
tlement itfelf. I prove it to be fo from the declared opinion of the 
Britifh parliament. I affert it to be fo from the recorded opinions 
o f  the miniiters themfelves who made it. It is proved from the 
a$s of the men who formed it— from their own knowledge who 
made it, that it was incomplete, partial, and defective. T w o  inde
pendent Legiitatures, without any common bond of connexion, and 
which the occurrence o f any caiuaity might for ever feparatc, were 
eftabliíhed. I he ties between both countries, which ougiit to haye 
been ftrong and Jailing, were flight and fleeting, and the very
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men who brought forward the new arrangement were diffatisfied 
with their own w ork; they faw the imperfeétions o f it, and 
wiihed to provide for them by a fubfequent proceeding! Y e t  
nothing fince had been done to remove the defects tinder which 
it laboured, and that boafted fetdement remained to the pre- 
fent hour in the fame precarious and nugatory ftate. But 
I  have great authority for going farther in this mode o f  argu
ment; and I can ftate, without expofing m.vfelf to the danger o f 
contradiction, that even in the opinion o f  fome of thofe perfons 
who have recently oppofed the prefent meafure in Ireland, the 
fettlement o f 1782 was not calculated to perpetuate the connexion 
between both countries, to fecure the commercial profperity o f  
Ireland, or to encreafe the common' intereft and power o f  the 
Britifh Empire. 1 have, Sir, in favour of this pofition, the au
thority even of o n e *  for whom I certainly entertain the higheft 
refpect— one, Sir, who in that country fills the-important fituation 
which you do here. His opinion was, that the connexion of 1782 
could not laft. Sir, I ftated to you on a former occafion the 
hiftory o f that tranfadlion, and it fully appears from your Journals. 
A  Meflage was fent from the Throne, ftating the grievances 
complained of in an Addrefs from the Lords and Commons of 
Ireland, and the fubjedt matter o f  the complaints was by His M a -; 
je fty ’s command laid before the Parliament o f G reat Britain: 
it was immediately followed by adts o f redrefs, T h e  repeal o f the 
Declaratory L a w  was moved and carried, and fatisfaction was 
given to the exifting difcontents with refpedt to the independency 
o f  theJrifh legiilature: but the Minifters o f that day were clearly 
o f  opinion, and Parliament coincided in that fentiment, by revolv
ing that a further connexion was neceffary ; and as a fupplement, 
it was recorded in the Journals, that fuch other terms ihould be 
fettled as might be agreed on between the two nations.”  [H ere 
M r. Sheridan obferving acrofs the table that M r. Pitt ou^ht to 
read the refolution to the Houle, M r. Pitt continued] « It is 
certainly my delire, Sir, that every paper and document 
ihould be read before the Houfe proceeds to the difcuftion; 
but I beg not to be interrupted in the courfe o f my obferva- 
tion?T I lay, Sir, that a further connexion was deemed 
neceffary. T h e  Hon. Gentleman may read as much as he pleafes, 
but he muft alfo ftate to the Houfe the particulars o f the fubjedt, 
and the reafons by which he thinks himfelf enabled to fupport this 
-explanation of the text. A n  Addrefs was voted to His M ajefty in 
confequence o f that proceeding, and a gracious M eflage from His 
Majefty was delivered by an Hon. Gentleman, a M em ber o f  this 
Houle, who was then one o f  the principal Secretaries o f  State, but 
who is not now in the Houfe. Meafures were recommended to 
be taken in order to extend the Settlement, but no fuch mea- 
iures have ever fince been adopted. It is therefore unde-

See Mr. v citer s Speeches in the Houfe o f  Commons of Ireland, 
AugüÎL 1785, on a Motion “  for le'ave to bring in a Bill for effectuat
ing the Intercourfe and Commerce between Great Britain and Ire-
u ?  m  C‘i,h at r*1® enc* °* ^ 'ls Publication ; taken verbatim from M r. 
W . W ocdfalPs Impartial Sketch o f that Debate*

niable
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niable, that fuch meafures were recommended for the pur- 
pofe o f  making that Settlement perfedt, which was admitted to 
be altogether imperfed):. It confyquently remains to this hour 
in its original imperfedt and incomplete flate. W e  lay that 
G re a t  Britain and Ireland ought to be infeparably united. O n  
that general principle there is no ihade o f difference o f  opinion ; 
yet the Parliaments were different in both kingdoms, and the 
C row n  which governed both had only the power of rejecting or 
accepting the A d s  o f the Irilh Parliament under the Great Seal 
o f  that kingdom. I f  to guard againil the fatal effedts of party and 
local prejudice,— if  to provide an effectual remedy for the alarm
ing difcontents excited by hereditary feuds— if to extinguiíh for 
ever the inveterate animoiity of jarring fedts, and confiant diffcn- 
fions, be the great end to which we ihould direct our attention, 
and for the attainment o f which we ihould exert every effort, it 
would be fufricient barely to ilate the meafure, in order to evince 
its falutary operation. But, Sir, 1 have an opinion in additional 
fupport of my fentiments which muit go, from the authority o f 
the perfon who delivered it, a confiderabie way. in my favour. It 
was delivered on the commercial proportions, which were not 
accepted, and confequently can be no bar to any further arrange
ments, and it muft have great weight with the Houfe. I am 
not, Sir, about to difcufs the nature o f the commercial proportions 
in 1785, though they went, in the opinion of many, to palliate the 
evil. But thofe who maintained the fettlement o f 1782 with un- 
diminiihed perfeverance,— I fpeak, I am fure upon better record 
than that o f  Parliamentary proceedings,— thofe who maintained 
the fettlement of 1782 were particularly zealous and indefatigable 
in their fupport of the commercial proportions of 1785, and their 
opinion on that point was contained in a itatement drawn up by 
thofe who were the parties in the previous arrangement. I find, 
then, Sir, that the Gentleman whole authority I mean to cite, and 
who was at that time Chancellor o f the Exchequer in the Irith 
Houfe o f Commons (M r. Fofter), did not fcruple to exprefs his 
l'entiments in the following terms, which are contained in the 
ftatement to which 1 allude— ccl f  thisinfatuafed country gives up the 
prefent offer, ihe will, I fear, look for it again in vain.” —-Iviow, 
Sir, I hope that will not be the cafe, and that the offer will be given 
again, even upon more advantageous conditions. But this G e n 
tleman goes 021 and obferves— “  Things cannot remain as they 
are.”  ( A  general cry o f Hear !  Hear ! )  Y e t ,  Sir, all this lan
guage, all thefe itrong anddecifive declarations are forgotten, and 
the boafled final adjustment of 17&2 is pleaded as an unaniwerable 
argument againft all further fettlement. But the Hon. Gentleman 
proceeding it ill more forcibly to imprefs his fentiments, remarks—  

Commercial jealoufics muit arife. T h e  connexion cannot 
lait.” — I beg leave to obferve, that í^do not quote this againft the 
opinion of the Hon. Gentleman, but with a view of fliewing, 
that the connexion of 1782, on which fo much reliance is placed 
by the enemies o f the prefent meafure, was in reality never 
felt to be final and fufficient for its purpofe. Permit me, 
Sir, to afk, how will Gentlemen oppofite to me, get rid o f
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this weighty authority which goes fo ftrongly againfl them 
and which they now begin to refpedl W il l  they under* 
dertake to prove, in oppofition to this opinion of the Gertrleman 
to whom I allude, that the prefent connexion does not carry in 
it the feeds o f future feparation, that it is not likely to produce a 
confiant round and fucceffion o f commercial jealoufies ariiing from 
the jarring aéls o f  two diílinót and feparate Legiilatures ? I f  thev 
cannot prove this, and I believe they will hardly attempt fo very 
arduous a taik,— the queftion that naturally prefents itfelf is, how 
can thefe evils, and the dangers which threaten both nations be 
prevented ? 1 anfwer, that they can only be averted by one com - 
pa£t, or by blending'both Parliaments together in an incorporate 
Union. W h a t then is the ftate of opinion on this important 
point ? W h y , in fpite o f the opinion of the Gentleman to whom 
I have referred— in fpite of the advantages that muft be derived 
to Ireland in particular from this meafure, in fpite o f  the confo- 
l idation o f  the flrength and relources of the empire, it fo hap
pens that opinions borrowed from this fide o f the water converted 
the Iriih Parliament, and convinced them that it was improper 
to admit any arrangement as inconfiftent with the independence of 
the Legiilature. T h e  confequence is plain and undeniable- T h e  
feeds of feparation muft be Tuffered to remain, and the exifting 
connexion between us may be completely annihilated by mere 
accident. T h e  only mode o f  providing an efficient remedy is by 
compact or by union. But if to all the weight o f  thefe authorities 
—•if to the opinion o f  Gentlem en who have maturely confidered 
paft tranfactions and the relative fituation o f  both kingdoms— if 
the experience o f  what has fince happened— if fails melancholy 
and deplorable, which are recent in the mind o f  every man, fail in 
ih ew in g  the neceffity of the meafure, there is however one folitary 
event, the only great occafion which has occurred fince the final 
adjuifment, which {hews beyond the poiïibility of doubt the prac
tical defers o f that arrangement ; and after this proof, which had 
been previouily feen in argument, will any one oppofe the necef
fity o f  fome further proceedings to improve and perpetuate the 
connexion ? T h e  circumflance was indeed of a moft interefting 
kind, and was pregnant with the moll imminent perils; and if 
we had not been relieved by a happy event from the perplexities 
and embarraffments into which it mufl have involved us— an 
event to which u e  mufl look with complete fatisfadiion, exul
tation, and gratitude, we ihould have been effentially ftparated 
from Ireland. Every Gentleman muft know to what I allude. 
In the queftion of the Regency, the dcciiion o f the lriih Par
liament was in direct oppofition to that of the Parliament o f 
G reat Britain. It was founded upon principles directly oppofite 
to thofe by which the Britifh Parliament was influenced, and it 
was but mere accident that thole principles led to the nomination 
of the fame perfon as Regent, but with different reftriétiuns and 
oppofite offices. T h e y  certainly might with equal confiftency and 
juflice  have led to the appointment'of different perlons; and 
can any man, after that imtructive example, heiitate to fay, that

C  u the
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the fecurity for the liability o f the connexion between the two 
countries is inefficient, partial, and defective ? In one kingdom 
the office o f Regent was to be held by one tenure, and in the 
other by an oppofite one, and thus the link of connexion was 
completely deftroyed. Such an a£t would have been politically 
and pra&ically the caufe of difcord and feparation, and muft have 
impaired the fecurity of the Empire. I f  then a queftion has arifen 
o f  fo very dangerous a tendency in the ihort fpace o f 1 6 years, 
and that we have found the aótual fyftem eftabliihed between us 
to have failed in promoting that connexion, in the neceflity o f 
which there is no diverfity of opinion, I afk, are or are we not 
authorized, are we not rather compelled by the irrefiftible dictates 
o f  our duty and our own convidlion, to provide againft any fu
ture contingency ? But entering fomewhat deeper into this moft 
ferious consideration, and looking at the diftindt powers o f confi- 
dering of peace or war, of difcuiling foreign treaties and alliances 
on any fuppofed or real grounds of national advantage, which in 
their unqualified extent muft be allowed to belong to the Parlia
ment o f Ireland, will any Gentleman tell me that the decifion of 
the Iriih Parliament might not be one way, and that o f the Par
liament o f G r e a t  Britain another ? W ill  any Gentleman under
take to aflure us that the Parliament of Ireland would not give 
different advice to their Sovereign from the Parliament o f  Great 
Britain. W il l  it be advanced that queftions o f fuch moment 
ihould not occur on which the independence and even the exift- 
ence of either kingdom might be at ftake ? I believe, Sir, no 
man will be found bold enough to advance fuch alTertions. A rc  
we contented with faying that the fuppreííion o f party diftindtions 
is fufficicnt ? A re  we fatisfied with providing a partial cure for 
the evils and grievances which are fo juftly complained of? N o , 
Sir ! I wiih to fpeak out largely for all that are involved in the 
refult o f this great queflion. I fincerely wifh I could difcufs with 
every man in Ireland his refpe&ive intereft, with a juft reference 
to the profperity o f all. Suppofe the Parliament of Ireland ihould 
think the prefent war unjuftf do Gentlemen mean to fay that 
fuch a difference o f opinion could not exift between us ? I ihould 
be glad to have an anfwer to thefe confiderations which have 
been already admitted as juft by every man, and even by the Hon. 
Gentleman whom 1 have only heard on the fubjedt as a warm 
friend to perpetual connexion. Admitting then this principle, 
the queftion is, have we or have we riot fufHcient grounds to pro
ceed in ftrengthening the ties o f union between both countries ? 
W e  are now engaged in a conteft the moil: awful and important if 
that has ever called for the combined exertion of wifdom, mag
nanimity, and perfeverance. i f  then we have a weak point ex- 
pofed to the open attack and infidious arts o f  the enemy, and 
which has been a&ually attacked in both thefe ways by the 
çnemy, I fhould fay, let that point be fortified. I ihould fay io 
more decidedly from the nature o f  the ftruggle in which we have 
fo glorioufly oppofed the horrors o f  revolution with increafing 
ipirit and proportionate perfeverance, 1 Ihould fay io becaufe
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w e are involved in a conteft of order and regular Government 
againft confufion and anarchy, c f  morality againft boundlefs and 
favage licentioufnefs, of religion againft impiety, o f  virtue and 
{ocial happinels againft vice of the moft deteftable kind, and the 
violation of every focial duty, o f  property againft plunder and de
predation. T h efe  expreffions have been treated as idle declama
tions, but they are nowpraftifed andattefted by the bleeding wounds 
o f  devaftated Europe ; yet realized as the language has been, it is 
too feeble to paint in their genuine colouring all the horrors and all 
the miferies of revolutionary fuccefs. Is there then, in the adual 
crifis of public affairs, any man that will not feel that to bmcj 
G reat Britain and Ireland together in a clofer union againft the 
fatal inroads o f  France, is a benefit fo important and ineftimable, 
not only to ourfclves but to the whole world, that even commercial 
advantages, local confiderations, political importance, muft all fink 
and appear weak in companion o f  that great and indifpenfible 
obieiSh But even thefe confiderations will fuffer no abatement 
from the prefent meafure, for they will be greatly increaled, while 
w e  fhall unite to form an infurmountable barrier againft the inor
dinate and fanguinary power of the enemy. T h e  accomplishment 
is the more eafily to be attained, as they are neceilary in iecunng 
us mutually from danger and in defeating the ambitious and 
turbulent hopes of France. T h e re  has not been, there is not a 
fingle Statefman, there is no man, however little acquainted with 
the real interefts o f Europe, who will not tell you that the union 
o f  G reat Britain and Ireland is a moil invaluable acceffion of 
ilreno-th to the whole, as a confolidation of the power and refources 
o f  the Britiíh E m pire; and can any man deny that the compo
nent parts o f  it are more deeply interfiled in that grand point, 
without which they muft all fall to pieces, than in any benefits, 
however great, that may refult from local advantages r A l l  
authors who have reafoned with any degree o f  found political 
argument, have been uniformly o f that opinion. And, Sir, if  any 
thing in particular could infufe terror into the heart o f  the enemy, 
it would be, that the fyftem which between this country and 
Ireland was before nominal and precarious, fhould become real and 
permanent. B u t in what degree does it tend to increafe the 
fecurity and happinefs of Ireland ? In the exa& proportion which 
all the parts muil bear to the whole, when all are equally conioli- 
dated in giving power to the empire. A  proportion too itrong, 
too evident, and too cogent to require the iupport o f argument. 
T h a t  which has hitherto enabled us to make a formidable and 
triumphant {land againil the eccentric, extravagant and ex
traordinary power o f France— --that which gradually leads to operi 
to each other our refpe&ive markets— that whiçh by reciprocal 
intercourfe improves the ilate o f manners— that which by in
troducing the common ufe ot capital to the encouragement ot 
agriculture, commerce, and manufa&iues— that which extinguiines 
the illiberal and deílruftive fpirit o f  national prejudices and party 
feuds, muil have an evident and natural tendency to i^crea e 
the profperity and augment the power of both countries.
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refpedt to the permanent fecurity of Ireland, there can, I believe» 
ariíe no doubt on that topic. W e  have feen Ireland diftradted 
and torn by domeftic treachery, and expofed to the danger o f 
foreign invafion. W e  have feen the military force o f  G reat Britain 
not required by the Conftitution, interfere with ardour, and ac
quire true glory in reftoring the tranquillity of that country. W e  
have feen and admired the gallantry, courage, and perfeverance o f  
Volunteers and Yeomanry, who, by their patriotic exertions, 
have deferved every thing that has been faid in praife o f their he
roic ardour, and of whom it might be juftly faid, that they deferve 
to be in reality the brethren of Britons. But the very extent o f  
the difficulties in which we have been engaged, has carried alono- 
•with it their cure. It never has happened that Great Britain has 
fo truly flourifhed, as when attacked in Ireland, and when that 
country was threatened with the friendihip and bleifings o f French 
fraternity. I f  the danger were lefs marked, and the crifis lefs de- 
cifive, would the fame means have been in our power ? It is then 
to the fpiritcd perfeverance of Ireland, feconded by the gallant ex
citions o f this country, that we are indebted for our common pre- 
iervation and prefent fafety ; and is not this a weighty motive in 
us both to improve and perpetuate the eftabliihed connection be
tween us ? W  hat, Siry is the effectual cure for fuch dangers here
after, but to blend the people o f that kingdom with ourfelves, to 
identify them with ourfelves, to make them ihare all the advan
tages which we enjoy in peace and in war, to infpire a generous 
emulation into the whole, and to enable them to participate in all 
the reiources and in all the bieffings o f  this nation, permanent as 
w e are in every acquirement that can diftinguiih and exalt a 
country? I do not hefitate to fay, that the man who does not at 
once perceive the beneficial eftedts o f this great plan, muft be 
blind to every coniideration of the moft oftenlible importance and 
neceffity. I f  therefore it comes to us fo ftrongly recommended, 
what aie we to look to next ? W e  muft look to the internal ftate 
of Ireland. I know that any attempt on our part to arrogate the 
right of judging of the claims of contending fedts, what the Pro- 
teftants may think proper to grant, or what the Catholics may 
think juft to demand, is improper. I diiclaim all right to any 
interference with reipedfc to the internal regulations and arrange
ments of an independent country. Y e t  we cannot be altogether 
blind to what pailes there, more immediately when we confider it 
as an aflailable point. W  hoever upon that ground looks upon all 
the miferies which have happened there— whoever refledts on all 
thofe lamentable but neceffary feverities which have been exer« 
cifed, and have been in fad  aggravations of the guilt o f  the of- 
fenders-— whoever was convinced of the calamitous ftate o f the 
people in general $ o f the want of improvement and refinement 
in manners ; of the unequal diftribution of property ; of the dif- 
tradlion of religious fedts ; of the rooted animoiity that has de- 
fcended from generation to generation, and ftill fubfifts between 
the native Irifh and Britiih fettlers ; of the want of capital, fo 
neceflary to promote the extcnfioa o f commerce, muft alfo be
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convinced o f  the neceffity o f  the prefent ni™ P  *. l
more forcibly mu ft that convidion be mucfl
tible motives are added the S o u s M S  °  in'efif-
the deadly fpirit o f  innovation and a n a r c h 1 , 1  J ac°binifm, 
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m e n tso f  defpotifm a people deluded with th i mftru- 
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bablvgí, f ° n f  mflammation o f  religious opinion, it may pro-
wil fav that ' T i r 3*'8 ''I- fubjea ° f  difcord- 1 b rieve  no man lay that a full conceflion to the Roman Catholics o f their

aims can take place in the aftual fituation of the kingdom. I 
b e‘lve t0. Sir, that I am now deprecating any difcuffion 

upon that p en t, but I have no difficulty in fayin^,1hatTwo nro,o!! 
irions with relpeit to that fubject are, in my opinion, indifputable 

And I do not hefitate to aiTert, that if ever the day foould come in 
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from /  meafure would, in the United Parliament, be free 
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S  tempe”  c"„d0„r, moderation, and a f a »  attem.on to he 
refpeaivc claims of the different parties, and to the comnion n-
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ftiil greater weight to all the arguments which he ufed, fo far as 
the commercial interefts o f Ireland were concerned. T h is  will 
be immediately obvious from a fhort ftatement o f  her commerce 
as it now (lands with this country 5 and here, Sir, I ihall again 
refer to the words o f  the fame perfon for the ftate of the argument 
as it relates to the articles of which the exports and imports are 
compofed, and which I the more willingly refer to on account o f  
their peculiar concifenefs and force. I have already faid that he 
itates the total amount of imports from G reat Britain in 1785 at 
2,500,0001. anc  ̂ ^ a t  exports to this country at one million.
In this comparative eftimate, he juftly ohferves, that almoft every 
article o f  Iriih produce is imported into this country duty free, while 
there is fcarcely one article o f  Britiih produce or manufacture, 
upon which a duty is not levied on its importation into Ireland, 
though nearly one half of the whole o f  our exports to that kino-dom 
conhils o f  articles of indifpenfible neceffity— o f  fait, for carrying ó a  
their fiíheries ; o f  hops, which the Iriih cannot grow  ; and coals, 
which they have not yet been able to raife in fufficient quantity for 
general fupply. But, iir, it the honourable gentleman whom I have 
mentioned, then faw how much the commerce o f Ireland depended 
upon the free will and generofity o f  this country, and thence re
commended with an earneftnefs proportionate to his conviction of 
this ti uth, that the Iriíh Legiílature iliould clcfe with the terms 
then held out to them, how much more zealoully ihould he incul
cate the fame fentiments, when the prefent ftate o f  the commerce 
between the two countries is fairly balanced. A s  far as refpeCts 
the interchange o f  manufactures, this country does not at this m o
ment export to Ireland much more than one million fterlinç yearly, 
whilft the articles which (lie imports from it, amount to between 
four and five millions, almoft ak o f which, as I have already oh— 
ferved, are duty free ; and upon every one o f  them have we given 
her a preference over every other nation, and in many inftances 
over our own manufacturers. Four-fifths o f her whole commerce 
is confumed by ourfelves ; and yet, fir, fuch is the country which 
has been taught to depend for the continuation and extenfion o f  
commercial blefiings excluiively upon its own Legiilature, while 
their exiitence for a moment is in almoft every branch dependent 
upon the generous difcretion o f  that o f  G reat Britain. W e  have 
not only exempted its linens from any duty 0:1 importation, but 
have fecured them a double market by granting a bounty 011 their 
re-exportation, while we have prevented the competition arifing 
from the cheapnefs o f the linen manufactures of the Continent by 
fubjeCtmg their importation to a duty o f 30 per cent. It is to thefe 
facrifices, fir, upon the part o f  the Britiih Legiflature, that the peo
ple o f  Ireland are indebted for a branch o f  their exportation, which 
amounts to three millions a year. I do not mean, iir, to arraign 
the propriety and wifdom o f  thefe facrifices ; but at a time when 
they are fuppofed to flow not from the affeCti mate co n cevo n s o f  
the people o f  this country, but from a iburce entirely independent 
or their influence, I think it is no more than juft to (hew that we 

avemade fuch iacrifiçes. 1 he lois which the Bntiih  revenue an-*
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nually fuftains by foregoing the duties upon Iriih linens, which are 
levied upon thofe of other nations, cannot be eftimated at lefs than 
700,0001. and if the cheap rate at which foreign linens could be 
brought into our market, were it not for the heavy duty to which 
it is fubjeCt, be taken into account, it will be found that the real 
annual facrifice which we make in favour o f this branch o f  Iriih 
manufacture, is very moderately ftated at one million. Y e t  this is 
one of thofe advantages, fir, o f  which the complete confirmation is 
by one fet o f  men looked upon as pregnant with the moil deftruCtive 
confequences. But, Sir, 1 am happy to find myfelf again fupported 
by the fentiments which one o f thofe perfons, to whom Í have repeat
edly alluded, formerly delivered upon this fubjeCt, in maintaining 
that a free communication between the two countries muft ultimate
ly be productive of incalculable benefits to both, and that a perfect 
freedom from taxes ihould be granted to the manufacturers of each, 
bv which every branch of trade would find its true level, and ca
pital be more productively employed to the feparate advantage o f 
each, and to increafing the power and riches o f the whole. I 
have alio the fatisfaCtion to find that the objections which are now 
fo warmly  urged, in reference to the fuppofed injury to the com 
merce of Ireland, were refuted in 1784, by the fame perfon, and 
with his ufual force of argument. He obferved, that Ireland hav
ing as good a climate, and being in every refpeCt as favourably 
fituated for commerce as England, while her taxes were much 
lighter, when, by the extinction o f the rivalfhip now fubfifting 
between them, trade ihould be permitted to take its natural courfe, 
it muft rapidly rife in opulence and grandeur. It appears, there
for?, Sir, to have been the opinion of an able Statefman, intimately 
acquainted with every branch of the commercial intereft o f  his 
native country, that the fyftem which I conceive to be molt ne- 
ceffary for fettling the connexion of Great Britain and Ireland 
upon a bafis of unalterable fecurity, muti be eminently advanta
geous to the latter. I do not conceive, Sir, that by agreeing in 
this obfervation, I fhall excite any alarm in the minds ot the peo
ple o f this country. I am convinced that they feel every difpo- 
Jition to admit their brethren of Ireland to a ihare in all the 
proud diftinCtions which they enjoy above every other nation, and̂  
that they would have no reluctance to communicate a portion ot 
their wealth, if they could be fure that what they poured into the 
lap of Ireland would redound to the general happi nefs and ftrength 
o f the Britiih Empire, inftead of being transferred into the fcale 
pf t’ eir enemy. It is from my perfeCt conviction that fuch is the 
temper o f all the enlightened portion of my countrymen— from a 
full belief that if thofe jealoufies which have fo long, and fo un
happily, fubfifted between the two countries were finally extin- 
guiihed, that a participation of every blefting which they poflefs 
themielves, would be cheerfully granted to the lifter kingdom—  
that I for one will never be deterred from making every experi
ment ihort of the la ft extremity, to efteCt a meafure fo eil'ential to 
the interefts o f both. T h a t  fatal extremity, Sir, I hoPe " eve'
will arrive; nothing that temper and conciliation can eirect will
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be wanting on the part o f  this country to prevent it ; and i f  ever 
it ihould arrive, it will be entirely owing to the blind counfels o f 
thofe who may unfortunately have the management of the affairs 
o f  the fitter kingdom. O f  the conciliatory difpofition o f  the 
Britiih Parliament, every a £t that it has pafled with refpe& to Ire
land for a feries o f years, affords multiplied proof ; and the people 
o f  Ireland muft be fenfible, Sir, that whatever advantages they at' 
this moment poifefs, are all originally derived from the Britiih 
Legiilature, and not from the independent Legiilature o f  their 
own country T h u s , Sir, have I endeavoured to give an outline 
o f  the important confiderations which ought to induce the Parlia
ments of both kingdoms to deliberate on the laft means o f effect
ing the o b jeâ  recommended in his M ajefty’s M eiiage, and {lightly 
touched in my progrefs upon the various objections to it which 
may have arifen from political or commercial jealoufies. I am 
aware, however, that in addition to thofe which I have ftated and 
refuted, and which arife in a great meafure out c f  the detail 
o f  the contending interefts which are to be reconciled, ob
jections of greater magnitude have been urged, and unfor
tunately with too much fuccefs in the fifter country. i. he 
firft, and the moft important, is that which queftions the 
competency o f the Legiilature of Ireland to entertain the difcuffion 
in any ihape. But upon this I ihall not enlarge at prefent, as 
there will be an opportunity o f  diftin£lly arguing its merits in the 
courfe o f this night, or on any other, if  the Honourable G entle
man oppofite ihould be difpoL-d to prefs it. I  believe, however, 
that on more deliberate reflection, neither he nor any other per- 
fon within thefe walls will affert that the Irifh Parliament is in
competent to *î:he queftion ; unlefs he means to do one o f  two 
things — to diftinguiih the authority o f the independent and co 
equal Legiilature o f Ireland from that o f the Parliament o f G rea t 
Britain, and thus while he in veils it with a facred character, di
vert it at the fame time of the chaia&eriftic functions o f a Par
liament— or, unlefs he be prepared equally to deny the compe
tence o f the Parliament ot G reat Britain. I f  he maintains the 
latter alternative, then, Sir, I will contend that he might at the 
fame time deny the validity of the Union between England and 
Scotland— he muft A n y  the authority by which we now fit he 
muft invalidate every law which we or our anceiiors have en
acted— and from an unreftrained application of the fame princi
ple, every great tranfaction in our liiftory ón which the power of 
parliament has been exercifed, and every î ïm tm  upon which ne 
himfelf has a£ted in his capacity o f a legiikt >r. I will explain my- 
lelf, Sir, a little farther :— I fay, that if freih delegated powers 
from the conftituent be neceilary upon every occafton, when it is 
propofed to alter any part o f  the constitution, then raufl: the in 
corporation of W ales, and the counties Palatine, and the Union 
witii Scotland, have been grofs violations ’o f  the conftitution, &rid 
totally deftitute o f  legal validity. I muft apply the lame prin
ciple in a more fpeciai manner to every law* which regulates tne
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various qualifications o f our eledtors— to that, for inftance, which 
requires that an eledtor for a couhty fhall be poíf- iied of a freehold 
o f  40s. a year ; and in the fame manner with refpedt to all the 
charters 011 which are founded the feveral modifications o f the 
elective franchife throughout the whole country. If he look to 
Ireland he will find a {till itronger inilance to illuftrate the ab- 
furdity o f fuch a pofition. Is there any one, Sir, who doubts the 
competence o f a proteftant parliament chofen by proteilant elec
tors, who poiTefs almoil the whole property of the kingdom, to 
emancipate, and afîimilate to themfelvcs the great body o f the 
catholics ? And iliall it be faid to be a greater itretch o f power 
to aiTociate itfelf with another kingdom poileffing the fame Jaws 
and the fame religion ? O r  referring to a fubjeót which has of 
late years been much agitated within this Houfe, I mean that of 
Reform, I will aik, whether at the time of their difcuiTmg that 
queition, any of the Gentlemen oppofite to me entertained any 
doubt that they had not legal power to disfranchife thofe who had 
fent them into this Houfe, and to enfranchife thofe who had not 
fent them. I will deny, Sir, that fovereignty can exiil in any 
country feparate from its Legiilature, or that notwithftand- 
ing the exiftence of a fupreme Legiííative Body, the con- 
trouling fovereign power, in the modern interpretation of it, 
remains in abeyance in the great mafs of its fubjedts. Th is 
dodtrine, Sir, is the fertile fource of all the mifchiefs which have 
convulfed the civilized world to its center, and which, where- 
ever it has fpread, has involved both Government and People in 
one chaos of mifery. I confefs, Sir, that it has been the fubjedt 
of much anxiety to thofe who have had the arduous taifc of con
ducting the affairs o f this country at a period beyond example 
critical and dangerous ; and it is not without concern that I per
ceive it brought forward in a more latent form, after being foiled 
in its open undifguifed attack It is untrue, Sir, that any national 
aflemblage o f men can exift under Heaven, without delegating a 
fuprcme unlimited power to their Government. T h e  quefhon 
whether that Government exceeds the powers necefiary to the 
prefervation c f  fociety, or abufes it to its diilolution, is a quefiion 
o f  perilous refponfibility, too delicate to come within the code of 
human regulation, or form a chapter of human jurifprudence. 
T h e  next obitacle, Sir, which has been thrown 111 the way of 
identifying the inter efts and exiitence of the two countries, arifes 
from an erroneous national pride. Upon this fubject an appeal 
has been delufively made to the quick feelings of a nation dif- 
tinguiihed for its high fenfe o f honour. It  has been told, that no 
compeniution can be made to them for the furrender o f their in
dependence. I am really defirous that Gentlemen would difpaf- 
iionately examine the principle upon which this objedtion is 
grounded. D o  they mean to fay that any fociety o f men, com
prized within a given local diftridt, who are defirous to enlarge 
their fphere, by uniting themfelves with other focieties of the 
fame description upon equal terms, are by the very adt o f Union 
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lefs members o f  an independent community, or lefs in pofTeiîîon 
o f all the privileges which they formerly enjoyed, whether civil, 
political, or religious ? L e t  us trace the hiftory of thofe nations 
o f  Europe who exult moil in the pride of independence, and we 
fhall eafily be convinced that they never could have attained, that 
lofty eminence o f glory which they now enjoy, if  their fore
fathers had aéîed upon thofe narrow principles— Europe, Sir, 
would have ilill remained a prey to all the miferies o f fan- 
guinary warfare and barbarous anarchy, which are peculiarly 
incident to petty States.”  M r. Pitt then touched upon the 
peculiar circumitances o f  the relative fituation of G reat Bri
tain and Ireland, which rendered a Union defir^able between the 
two Countries— the unity o f their eftablifhed religion, the fame- 
nefs of their language, laws, and manners. He admitted that the 
number of abfentees would be increafed by it, but contended that 
the advantages accruing from the influx of Britiih capital would 
more than countervail all - the inconveniences that could be urged 
againft it.— u T h e  fame clamour which had been raifed againil it 
in Dublin, prevailed in Edinburgh againil the Union with Scot
land ; yet the population and wealth o f the latter was more than 
doubled fince that period, and the increafe o f G lafg o w  in both 
thofe refpeéts was in the proportion o f  fix to one. It had been 
argued, that after an Union the commercial privileges of Ire
land would be more infecure than at prefent ; but he had already 
proved that all her prefent advantages flowed from the generous 
acts o f  the Britiih Parliament ; and it was as futile to fuppofe, 
that, after an Union, sèiey would make any more diftination 
between the Comm erce of G reat Britain and Ireland, than they 
now do between the interefts o f Lancaihire and Y orkih ire . But 
this apprehenfion, and that of Ireland being fubjeited to an un
equal taxation, was practically obviated, by reviewing the con
duit which England had held towards Scot'and. A s  in the 
Union with the latter, he ihouid propofe, that the Revenue to 
be raifed in Ireland ihould be -in a certain limited proportion for 
a number o f  years. H e fhould now proceed to read a feries o f 
refolutions, upon the general principles which he had developed. 
I t  was his with that they ihould be deliberately examined in a 
Committee o f  the whole Houle; and if  upon due inveftigation 
they ihouid be adopted, he thought it would be advifeable to lay 
them before the Crow n, icating their object in folemnly record
ing them, and leaving it to his M aje ily  to communicate them 
to his Parliiment o f Ireland, when to his wifdom ihould feeni 
meet.”

T h e  Refolutions were then read, to the following purport :

I. T H A T  in or de r  to  p r o m o t e  a nd  f e cu r e  the  eiTentiai  

I n t e r e í l s  o f  G r e a t  B r i ta i n  a nd  I r e l a n d ,  a n d  to  co nfol idate  the 

S t r e n g t h ,  P o w e r ,  and R e f o u r c e s  o f  the B r i t i i h  E m p i r e ,  I t  w i l l  b e

D  2 advifable
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advifeab le  to concur in fuch M eafures  as m ay  belt  tend to unite  

the  T w o  K i n g d o m s  o f  G r e a t  Britain and Ireland into O n e  K i n g 

d o m ,  in fuch M a n n e r ,  and on fuch T e r m s  and C on d it ions ,  as m a y  

b e  eí labl ií l ied b y  A d s  o f  the r e fp e& iv e  P a rl ia m eu ts  o f  His  M a -  

j e i t y ’ s fûid K i n g d o m s .

IT. T h a t  i t  would be fit to propofe,  as the F irft A r t i c l e ,  to 

ferv e  as a Bafis o f  the faid U n i o n ,  T h a t  the {aid K in g d o m s o f  G r e a t  

B r ita in  and Ire land fhall ,  upon a D a y  to be agreed upon, be united 

i n t o  O n e  K i n g d o m ,  b y  the N a m e  o f  “  T h e  Uni ted  K i n g d o m  o f  

G r e a t  B r i ta in  and I r e la n d ,”

I I I .  T h a t  for the fam e Purpofe i t  wo uld be fit to p ro po le ,  

T h a t  the Succef lion to the M o n a r c h y  and the Im p e r ia l  C r o w n  o f  

the faid U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  lhal l  c o m in u e  l imited and fettled in the 

f a m e M a n n e r  as the I m p e r ia l  C r o w n  o f  the faid K i n g d o m s  o f  G r e a t  

B r ita in  and Ireland now Hands l imi ted  and fe tt led,  a cc ordin g  to 

the  e x if t in g  L a w s ,  and to the T e r m s  o f  the U n i o n  betw een E n g 

l a n d  and Sco t la nd  *.

I V .  T h a t  for  the fame Purpofe  i t  would be fit to propofe,  

T h a t  the faid U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  be reprefented in O n e  and the  fame 

P a r l ia m e n t ,  to be i ti led “  T h e  Pa rl ia m en t  o f  the U n i te d  K i n g d o m  

o f  G r e a t  Bri tai n and Ireland and that fuch a N u m b e r  o f  L or ds  

S p i r i t u a l  and T e m p o r a l ,  and fuch a N u m b e r  o f  M e m b e r s  in the 

H ou fe  o f  C o m m o n s ,  as ihall  be  here af ter  a g r e e d  upon b y  At\s o f  

the r e fp e & ive  Parl iam ents  as aforefaid,  lhall fit a n d  v o te  in the faid 

P a r l i a m e n t  on the P a rt  o f  Ir e la nd,  and ihall  be fu mm oned ,  chofcn, 

and returned in fuch M a n n e r  as fhali be  fixed b y  an Act  ol Parl ia

m e n t  o f  Ire land prev ious to the faid U nio n  ; and that every M e m 

b e r  hereafter  to fit and vote  in the faid Pa rl ia m en t  of  the U n i te d  

K i n g d o m ,  lha l l ,  unti l  the faid P arl iam en t ihall o t h e i w i i e  pro v id e ,  

t a k e  and fubferibe the fam e O a t h s ,  and m a k e  the fame D é c l a r a - ' '  

t io ns ,  as are  b y  L a w  required to be t a k e n ,  fubferibed, and made  

b y  the M e m b e r s  o f  the Parl iaments  o f  G r e a t  Bri tai n and Ireland.

V .  T h a t  for the f a m e  Purpofe  it wo uld be fit to propofe,  

T h a t  the C  .arches o f  E n g l a n d  and Ir e la n d ,  and the D oétr in e ,  

W o r i h i p ,  D i f c i p l i n e ,  and G o v e r n m e n t  the reof ,  lhall  be  prefe rred  

a j  n o w  b y  L a w  eítabl i íhed.

V I .  T h a t  for the fame P ur pofç  i t  would be fit to propoie, 

T h a t  H i s  M a j e f t y ’ s S ubj e& s in Ireland (hall at  all  T i m e s  hereafter 

b e  entit led to the fame P r iv i l e g e s ,  and be on the fame F o o t i n g ,  in

*  See D e Foe's H iftory o f the Union.
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refpeS of Trade and N a v i g a t i o n ,  in  al l  Port s  and Places belong
i n g  to G r e a t  B r i ta i n ,  and in all  C a f e s  w i t h  re fpe ft  to w h ic h  T r e a 

t ies ihall  be m a d e  b y  His M a j e f t y ,  H i s  H e i r s  or  S uc ce f for s ,  w i t h  

a n y  F o r e i g n  P o w e r ,  as H i s  M a j e i l y ’ s S u b j e & s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n :  
— T h a t  no D u t y  ihall  be  im p ofe d  on the  I m p o r t  or  E x p o r t  b e t w e e n  

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a nd  I r e la nd  o f  a n y  A r t i c l e s  no w  D u t y f r e e ;  a n d  

t ha t  on oth er  A r t i c l e s  there ihall  b e  e f ta b l i i h e d ,  for  a  T i m e  to  b e  

l i m i t e d ,  fuch a  m o d e r a t e  R a t e  o f  e q u a l  D u t i e s  as i h a l l ,  p re v io us  to 

the U n i o n ,  be a g r e e d  upon and a p p r o v e d  b y  the r e f p e & i v e  P a r l i a 

ments  ; f u b j e f l ,  af ter  the E x p i r a t i o n  o f  fuch l i m i t e d  T i m e ,  to  b e  

d im ini lh ed  e q u a l ly  with  re fp ef t  to bo th  K i n g d o m s ,  bu t  in no C a f e  

to be encreafed  :— L hat  all  A r t i c l e s  w h i c h  m a y  at a n y  T i m e  h e r e 

a fte r  b e  im p o r te d  in to  G r e a t  B r i ta i n  f rom  F o r e i g n  P a r t s ,  ihal l  b e  

im p o r ta b le  th rou gh  either  K i n g d o m  into  the  o t h e r ,  lubjedfc to the 

l i k e  D u t i e s  a nd  R e g u l a t i o n s  as i f  the  fa m e w e r e  i m p o r t e d  d ir e d i l y  

from F o r e i g n  P a r t s : — T h a t  w h e r e  a n y  A r t i c l e s ,  the  G r o w t h ,  P r o 

d u c e ,  or  M a n u f a c t u r e  o f  e i th e r  K i n g d o m ,  are  fubjeét  to a n y  in 

t e r n a l  D u t y  in  one K i n g d o m ,  fuch c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  D u t i e s  (o v e r  a n d  

a b o v e  a n y  D u t i e s  on I m p o r t  to  be f ixed as a íb refa id  íhal l  b e  i m 

pofed as ihal l  b e  neceiTary to p r e v e n t  a n y  I n e q u a l i t y  i n  that  R e -  

fpect  :— A n d  that  a l l  o t h e r  M a t t e r s  o f  T r a d e  a n d  C o m m e r c e ,  

other  than the f o r e g o i n g ,  a n d  than fuch ot hers  as m a y ,  b e f o r e  the 

U n i o n ,  b e  f p e c i a l l y  a g r e e d  upon for  the d u e  E n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  the 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and M a n u f a c t u r e s  o f  the re fp e d l i ve  K i n g d o m s ,  (hall  

re m a in  to b e  r e g u la t e d  from T i m e  to  T i m e  b y  the U n i t e d  P a r 

l i a m e n t .

V I I .  T h a t  for  the fam e P ur p ofe  it w o uld  b e  fit to p ro p o f e ,  

T h a t  the C h a r g e  a r i f i n g  from the P a y m e n t  o f  the Interef t  or  S i n k 

i n g  F u n d  for  the R e d u c t i o n  o f  the P r in c i p a l ,  o f  the D e b t  in cu r r e d  

in ei ther  K i n g d o m  b e f o r e  the U n i o n ,  fhal l  c o nt in u e  to  be i e p a r a t c l y  

d e f r a y e d  b y  G r e a t  B r i ta i n  and Irel  nd refp edtiv ely  : — T h a t ,  for  a  

N u m b e r  o f  Y e a r s  to b e  l im i t e d ,  the future O r d i n a r y  E x p e n c c s  o f  

the  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,  in P e a c e  or  W a r ,  ihal l  b e  def: a y é d  b y  G r e a t  

B r i t a i n  a n d  Ir e la n d  j o i n t l y ,  a c c o r d i n g  to fuch P r o p o r t io n s  as fna l l  

b e  eftabl i ihed b y  the refp ed tiv e  P a r l i a m e n t s  p re v io us  to the U n i o n ;  

and t h a t ,  a f te r  the E x p i r a t i o n  o f  the T i m e  to b e  fo l i m i t e d ,  the 

P r op or t io n  ih a l l  not  b e  l i a b l e  to  b e  v a r i e d ,  e x c e p t  a c c o r d i n g  to 

fuch Ru le s  and P r i n c i p l e s  as ihall  b e  in  l i k e  M a n n e r  a g r e e d  up on  

pre v io u s  to the U n i o n .

V I I T .  T h a t  for  the f a m e  P u r p ofe  i t  wo uld b e  fit  to p ro po fe ,  

T h a t  all  L a w s  in  for ce  a t  the T i m e  o f  the U n i o n ,  and all  the 

C o u r t s  o f  C i v i l  or  E c c le f ia f t i c a l  Juri fdidtion wi t hi n the  refp ed tiv e  

K i n g d o m s ,  iha l l  r e m a in  as no w  b y  L a w  e fta b l i i h e d  w i th i n  the  

f a m e  ; fubj edl  o n ly  to fuch A l t e r a t i o n s  or  R e g u l a t i o n s  f rom  T i m e



(  30  ‘)  ,
to T i m e  as Circumftar.ces  m a y  a p p e a r ,  to the P arl iam en t o f  the

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,  to require.

H e now moved, that the Speaker ihould leave the Chair. *
M r. Sheridan rofe, and fpoke to the following efFe£t :— c Sir, 

I  know how difficult it always is to make any impreffion on men’s 
minds, even by argument and obvious fact, if the imagination 
has been dwelling with delight on great or difficult fubjeóts, or 
the attention detained by animated and flowery declamation. T h e  
Right Hon. Gentleman, who has juft fat down, with a great dis
play o f  eloquence, introduced this queftion, and only talents 
great as bis own could be expected to produce that effcét in their 
exertion, which it is to bes apprehended the fpeech the Houfe 
has juft heard very generally produced. It is, however, eafy on 
fome queftions to aroufe thofe feelings, in the fulnefs of which 
the rr.oft vigilant may be deceived, and the moft cautious mfiled, 
B ut much as I admire the Right Honourable Gentleman’ s talents 
in debate— indeed in the fame proportion that I do admire thofe 
talents, I mult critically purfue him in the mazes o f his dexterou-s 
declamation— I muit narrowly watch him from the avenues to 
national prejudice, up to the fourceand fountain of national palfion. 
T h e  Right Hon. Gentleman yields to no man in charms of diétion ; 
and as beauty captivates fome times to fuch a degree that reafon 
is fuperfeded, and the fober calculations o f prudence abandoned 
for the more dazzling, though airy fpeculations o f romantic but 
opulent fancy; fo do the powers o f  his mind in the fekction and 
application o f  epithets, faicinate the gay, and they may feduce 
the unfufpeiting. There* are fome qu.eftions on the diicuilion o f  
which it becomes the Members o f this Houfe to be fufpicio.us o f 
talents and eloquence, whatever may be the weight o f phrafe in 
which declarations o f rectitude of intention may be conceived, 
and in fpite of every appearance o f honcfty of purpofe. 1 hope, 
Sir, the Houfe will not be led away by the fedudions o f elo
quence, and the attractive force o f talent ; but that every man 
who hears me, every man who cheriihes in fincerity a love of 
freedom, arid a genuine refpeót for the principles o f that Con- 
ilitution which in the purity of its operations is freedom, that 
every well-wiiher of the Britiih Empire, that thofe who enter
tain not enmity but friendihip towards Ireland, will this night 
diilinguiih between the flowing and rapid elocution oi an 
admired Orator, and the fteady and well tempered voice of 
unaffected reafon. T h e  whole world knows that never was 
there a period when fine fpeeches more powerfully aftefted 
the public, and never a time when, from fancied fecurity 
or habitual indifference, the public appeared lefs eager pro
foundly to examine any queftion. 'I hofe who cannct be hurried 
along with the torrent o f that impetuous declamation, which 
more or lefs excite's the aftoniihment o f  us all, will, however, 
paufe to recollect the arguments, and purfue the fpeech of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman in its elaborate detail. But, conceiving

as
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as I  do, that the Houfe is not free from the influence ever at
tained over eafy tempers by bold and ingenious fophiftry, appre^ 
henfive that we are in the Situation of men who juft beo-in to Free 
themfelves, by a colleóted vigorous effort, from the chains im- 
pofed by beauty, or the feductive allurements of an amorous fpor- 
tive imagination, I mult adjure the Houfe not to difpofe o f  a 
queftion that is perhaps to decide for ever whether a great and 
generous Nation is to retain its independence, and by implica
tion, to determine whether a fît o f  Reprefentatives, chofen by a 
free people, muft vote themfdves out o f exiftence, and give up 
the liberties, the property, the acknowledged conftitutional rights 
of their conftituents, to the domination o f a Power, that under 
the maik o f friendihip, has introduced among them a force, ori
ginally faid to be intended folely for their defence again» a daring 
infidious enemy, whom all deprecate, but who is not more to 
be detefted than the pretended friend who aififts only that he 
may acquire confidence enough to delude, and ftrength enough 
to deftroy. I muft think the Houfe has been hurried alon» 
by the Right Honourable Gentleman from one decree o f trani- 
port to another, until, in the groves o f his Klyiium, they have 
been e’ated with fcenes of grandeur, and fatigued with that va
riety, or enfeebled, with that richnefs of profped, .which is to 
render enquiry loathfome, and which will inevitably prepare the 
human mind for the reception of any dodrines, however wild ; 
and any aflurance o f future advantage, however illufory. I took 
an opportuhity iaft week o f  oppofuig the meafure o f Legiflative 
Union with Ireland, in the firft ftage o f  the difcuflion, which, as 
matter o f courfe, was to lead to that queftion. I did fo then, as 
well from a conviction that meafures of fuch magnitude and of 
fuch novelty Should always be Oppofed in the infancy of their pro- 
grefs, as in the contemplation o f  what I naturally anticipated 
would be the effect o f the eloquence o f  the Right Hon. G entle
man. I t.'.en faid what [ am at this moment prepared t . repeat 
after much confidering the ftibjed, that under the prefent cir- 
cumftances of Ireland, in this crifis o f  her convulfed and necef- 
iarily difordtred fyftejn o f  polity and general Government, it is 
not only impolitic, but unfafe to ur^e, nay even to agitate, the 
difcuffion o f  topics, in the ifliies of which are to be feen develop
ing tnemfelves, the poifon and the horrors which are to. lay the 
moft hardy and ftout of heart proftratg at .the feet o f ,a Rritifh 
Minifter— that are to intimidate and appal the moft heroic fDÍrits. 
Ireland in her prefent temper muft be beaten into this meafure, and 
that Minifter who fhall make the bold experiment o f  flo-Wm* a 
whole nation into ftupid beings, infenfible alike to the d'ut y The 
may owe to herfelf, infenfible to the rights o f  the prefent genera
tion, and the interefts o f the race yet unborn, as much as°to the 
arrogance and cupidity of thofe whoíhall inflid the blow, or dired 
the torture— fuch a Minifter may have fecured his minions, but 
it may not be altogether unbecoming him, if he be defirous ulti
mately to prevail, to meafure his power by the fore? o f his anta-

4 gonifts,



gonifts, and in the eftimation of his means of vi£tory, to feek an 
antidote againft national pride and local attachments. It was after 
very folemnly and very fully confidering thefe, and matters fuch 
as thefe, that 1 oppofed on the evening to which I have alluded 
the meafure at prefent under difcuffion ; but the Right Hon. 
Gentleman appeared at that time, as he continues to do this even
ing, to think differently. But, except the Right Hon. Gentle
man and fome few who fit near him, I fcarce fuppofe there are 
many perfons in the Country, I hope but very few Members in 
this Houfe, who have not feen good reafon within this day or two, 
entirely to change their opinions o f this great conftitutionat ques
tion. Seeing the manner in which the fubjedt was brought for
ward in Ireland, and in the recollection of the fate of the queftion 
in the Parliament o f that kingdom, it might be doubted whether 
the Ri'i-ht Hon. Gentleman’ would perlevere in the meafure; but 
when we confider how folemnly he has pledged himfelf that it ihould 
be the favourite obje£t o f the remainder of his political life to effect 
a le^iflative Union of the two kingdoms, that no weight o f perfonal 
labour, that no lofs o f popularity, that no cppofition of friends, 
and no clamour of opponents on this, or on the _ other iide 
o f  the water ihould deter him from purfuing that obje£t— from 
doing that which he held to be neeeffary to the prefervaticm of 
Ireland ; neceffary, indeed, to the exiftcnce o f tke two countries: 
w e are not to wonder if to this hour he continues to fet all expe
rience at defiance, and, in the face of the Iriih nation, to fpurn 
the affertion of her rights, to fawn and flatter her guilelefs mind, 
and by feemino; to refpedt her declared unequivocal opinion, to 
lull her into inactivity, the more fuccefsfully to enflave her for 
ever. But let not the Right Hon. Gentleman deceive himfelf 
whilft he is exerting his ingenuity to deceive Ireland. L e t  him 
remember, Sir, that fome plots have been fo clofe wcought, 
fome meafures of furprize and delufion fo intricately planned, and 
attempted to be carried into effect with fuch novelty of means, that 
the authors, the adtors, even the fubordinate charafters in the 
drama, have been themfelves entangled in the mazes they have 
contrived for innocence, and overwhelmed under the ruins of that 
fabric which they have eredtéd to overawe the independent. 1  he 
Rjrrht Honourable Gentleman has this day not quite given us the 
fame fljfong pledge o f his determination to perfe.vere in the prefent 
meafure, which on a former day the Houfe received from him. 
W e  are even now to take for granted that he will perfiit in it ; 
but although he may perfevere, thank G od the Houfe has not 
given a pledge to fupport him ; and I hope and truft they will not 
Intertain it at all. Sir, the Right Hon. Gentleman has let England 
and Ireland in a perilous fituation. He allumes m argument^ 
and we are to infer that he thinks fo in fait, that his power mul 
be committed againft the force of opinion in Ireland, and that the 
exiftence of Ireland as an independent nation is incompatible with 
his exiftence as a Minifter. 1 hope the Houfe will checc his 
raíhnefs : I hope we are not to be precipitated into a war again it
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the feelings, the prejudices, the paffions, and againft the fecurîty 
o f the people tíf Ireland ! T h e  Right Hon. Gentleman has (own 
already the moft frightful diflentions in that unfortunate country.
H e has divided its Parliament againft itfelf. H e has held it up to 
fcorn b y libelling its meafures and traducing its wifd >111, and he 
has yet to array the Britiih Parliament againft it with all that per
tinacity which diftinguiihes ignorance, and with all the fiercenefs 
of men who are to be told that a country ftruggling for its liber
ties, only wages the war o f  fa £ io n — only wields the weapons o f  
difaffeâion and trcafon. I now come to that part o f the Right 
Hon. Gentleman’s fpeech, in which he has commented with fuch 
freedom o f  manner— has combated with fuch afperity o f tone, a 
fpeech made fome time or other by a Right Hon. Perfon o f  the 
fifter kingdom— M r. Fofter. And Sir, if without breach of or
der, I could fuppofe that there is in our gallery a ft ranger who has 
been a Member o f  the Legiilature o f Ireland, or in the habits o f  
hearing its debates, I  am perfuaded he would at once imagine the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (M r .  Pitt) has detained you and the 
Houfe almoft half an hour to hear him in reply to the fpeech o f  
that Gentleman. N o w , Sir, 1 think I can fhew you, that the 
arguments drawn by the Right Honourable Gentleman oppo- 
fite to me, from the topics in the fpeech o f  the Honourable 
Member o f the fifter kingdom, do not in any one tittle apply 
to the prefent queftion. H e has attempted, indeed, to (hew 
the inconiiftency of fentiment b y  which he tells us, the con
duit o f  M r. Fofter is to be diftinguiihed. M r .  F ofter’ s opi
nion was, that the adoption of the commercial proportions was 
neceflary to the exiftence o f Ireland, and that they could not be 
rejected without incurring the certain rifk o f fowing diiien- 
fions, and o f exciting commercial jealouiies. T h is ,  according to 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, was that Statefman’s  opinion in 1785, 
and the inconfiftency conflits, as he has this night told us, in his 
having infilled in his published letters, that the adjuftment in 
1782 was final. N o w , Sir, the Right Honourable Gentlem an 
himfelf entertained the iàme opinion at the period alluded to, and 
inftead of the tame language of M r. Fofter, that the rejection o f  
thofe propofitions would lead to commercial jealoufies— we then 
had the dafning periods o f  the Chancellor o f the Exchequer o f  
Great Britain ringing in our ears— that if thole proportions were 
not adopted, he could not continue to hold his fituation. Y e t  
neither had any ill confequence arifen to Ireland from the rejec
tion of them, nor had that, which would have been a ftiil greater 
calamity, befallen the country— the refignation ot the Right Hon. 
Gentleman. N o w , how does the argument ftand as ic really af
fects M r .  Fofter ? W h y ,  he .imagined that the commercial pros
perity o f  Ireland would be advantaged, if thole proportions were 
adopted j and certainly there was no inconfiftency ot fentiment in 
his prefent oppofition to Legiflative Union, becauie the queftion 
o f  the proportions was purely commercial, whilft that ot the pre
fent period is one which is to decide the independence o f  the Iriih
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Parliament. But, Sir, the principal reafon why I take up this 
queftion now is, that the Right Hon. Gentleman has this evening 
developed his plan of intimidation and corruption. He fays, that 
the commercial advantages derived by Ireland from her connexion 
with this country, are necefTary to her exiftence; and fince, in the 
fame breath, he adds, that to have thofe advantages continued to 
her, Union is indifpenfible, the inference obviouily is, that ihe muil 
abandon all her commercial advantages, if  ihe reje& the proffered 
alliance with Great Britain. Hence I do contend, Sir, that the 
people of Ireland cannot come with unbiaffed minds to this difcuf
fion -, and it is impoffible to fuppofe that a free choice is Jeft to 
the Parliament of that Country. I f  we wanted additional corro
boration of the evidence that fuch is his iyffem, we had it amply 
afforded us in thofe parts o f his detail which followed. He tells 
you Ireland ought to confent to a Union, becaufe ihe is incapable 
o f  defending herfelf againft her internal and external enemies with
out the affiitance o f her powerful neighbour.”  [ A  cry of hear ! 
hear !] u N o  fuch inference can be fairly drawn,”  was whifpered 
by M r. Pitt.] a  M r. Sheridan infifted that the inference was 
irrefiftible— that unlefs ihe confented to a Union, Ireland was to 
be deprived o f  all her commercial advantages — Is this generous: 
is it fit to hold out fuch language to Ireland: is it wife to prefs 
the difcuffion at this moment, and force all Ireland loudly to afk, 
jiot indeed free from anger, W h y  have not we had thofe advantages 
yielded to us, on which, according to the opinion of the Britiih M i-  
nifter, our profperity depends ? W e  mu if owe it to the injurious 
policy o f Great Britain, exercifed in various a&s o f reftraint and 
privapon thefe 300 years paif, that we have been deprived o f  thofe 
advantages which G od and Nature fo eminently adapts our country 
to afford us.”  But, Sir, let His Majefty’s minifters grant to Ireland 
thofe advantages o f which they boaft— they may be conceded to 
her without Union— they can be improved by her without ab
jectly  furrendering her independence. T h u s  much with regard 
to her means of acquiring diftinâion ?s a commercial nation. 
And as to her power of defending herfelf, does not the Right 
Hon. Gentleman know that her Volunteers have defended Ireland ? 
and what they were equal to in a period o f confiderable danger, 
during the American war, when the enemy rode triumphant on 
her coafts and in our channel, furely they are at prefent as capable 
o f  atchieving in the zenith of our envied fuperiority as a naval 
power. It is a moil cruel taunt uttered in the free o f the whole 
people.of Ireland, to fay, that while you have 40,000 Britiih 
troops in the heart o f their country, you will awe them by the 
prefence of fuch a force; reproach them with weak nefs, notwith-? 
Handing thrit you have had 200,oco of her beft inhabitants to 
fupport you in the prefcnt war, while 100,coo fighting men of 
their nation have fallen in your battles in the W e ft Indies and 
elfewhere. W hat is this but to fay, It is true you have aiîifted 
us ; but you are now naked; you are ignorant j you are uncivi
lized ; you are y/eak y and i f  you do not accept from us the bene
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fits we offer you, we will proceed to confer them upon you by. force» 
L o o k  to what the Right Hon. Gentleman fays, when he tells you 
that he will leave it to the unbiased judgment o f the Iriih people, 
and the independent difcretion of the Irifh Parliment finally to 
decide on the prefent queftion. A re  the recent difmiiTalsfrorn 
office in that kingdom the proofs he would exhibit to us o f  
his fettled purpofe to leave it to that Parliament to adopt or re- 

jedl the meafure. It is truly a mockery to tell the Parliament 
this : Parliament mud: fee that what has been done in the cafe 
o f  individuals may alfo be aóied over again in the inftance of the 
Legiflature ; and that the fame power which effeóted the difmiflal 
o f  Sir John Parnell, may be fuccefsfully employed to diffolve the 
Parliament. W il l  Gentlemen only be fo kind to themfelves as to re
flect for a moment on the tendency o f  fuch procedings. I f  in the 
Parliament o f the fifter kingdom thofe msafures are to be adopted, 
the fame and a worfe tyranny may be aâed  in our own. Sir, I 
am afraid the political creed of the adherents o f the Minifter 
in Ireland has been adopted by his fupporters in the Britiih Senate,
I do fincereiy believe, that if  any one perlon who now fupports 
his M ajefty ’ s Minifters were to vote with me this night, he 
would be difmifled to-morrow from all his places, W e  are to 
refledt on thefe things, Sir, while we carry along our minds to 
that part o f the Right H on Gentlem an’s Speech, where he pe
remptorily fays— u  I do think the meafure good for Ireland and 
good for this Country, but time fhall be given to the people 
to examine it— time (hall be given for their heats to fubfide 
— time fhall be given to the Parliaments o f  the two Countries 
fully and deliberately to difcufs it.”  N o w , Sir, what do thefe 
fine limbs of a  fentence collectively mean? W h y  that time is 
to be given for the operation o f  corruption— time to intimidate 
the people of Ireland— time for the peremptory difmiffal o f  the 
oppofers o f  the meafures— time for the diiToiution o f  the Par
liament. [H ere M r. Sheridan, with fome efforts o f  irony, ex- 
preiTed his furprife, that among the fupporters o f  the meafure was 
his honourable friend M r. Canning, whom he faid had breathed 
the pure morning air o f  manly thought and fenti ment, but who 
having been latterly furrounded by the atmofphere o f  a foul cor
ruption, was now tainted by its peftifereus blafts, and fought no 
other meafure for his guilt, but in an attack on the independence 
and right of the whole nation^of Ireland.] W ith  refpedt to the 
meafure in an abftradt point o f  view, I own, fir, I am friendly to a 
clofe connexion between this country and Ireland \ but the right 
honourable gentleman fays he will wait for a day, an hour o f  greater 
weaknefs, and well he knows that it is always in his power to 
create fuch a moment, and wring from Ireland her legiilative inde
pendence. T h is  plan is not one o f the moment : We muft either 
not believe the minifter, or take for gra-nted that it is as old as the 
commercial propofitions. H e indeed calls it a beneficial plan o f 
U nion, but if  he muft be paying compliments toh im felfon  his 
meaiures, furely, fir, the right honourable gentleman might
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bcen'a little fparing o f  the minifters o f 1782, among whom were 
the Duke of Portland and fome other perfons at prefent in his M a - 
jefty ’s councils. But if  he has always thought that only Union can 
guarantee the exiftence o f  Ireland, why not bring forward fome 
meafure o f conceffion, fome tiling for the advantage o f Ireland in the 
courfe o f  the iaft fifteen years. I do afi'ure you, fir, I dread the 
confequences of this crooked policy. I f  a lord lieutenant is to be 
lent over at one time with propofitions of Catholic emancipation, 
i f  when the cup is not only in their fight, but at their lips, you are 
to daih it in their face, I know not, indeed, I alm«ft ihudder to 
conjecture, what will be the confequence. W ith this conduct, freih 
in the minds of Iriihmen, it will put them on the alert, and may 
induce them to take every rtep which f t  all intimidate the right 
honourable gentleman, and drive him from his project o f  annihi
lating their independence. I f  the honourable gentleman ever con
siders the infirmities of human nature, why does not he think o f the 
infirmities o f the poor and diftreiled Iriih : why does he provoke 
their irritable minds : why does he heighten the gloom that now 
darkens their profpeíh ? I have faid, fir, that Britiih connexion 
has a warm friend in me : that at all times I have been decidedly 
hoftile to the Union of Ireland with France. But when that nation 
finds the right honourable gentleman exerting his power to divido 
them that he may ultimately enflave them, it will, I fear, be enough 
to provoke them to look forward to any kind of connection by 
which they mav fancy they can repel his att -̂clcs. I would aik him, 
iir, what right'we have to fay that he will drive them to the adop
tion of any means of aílerting their independence againft his inno
vation; and feeling this, I do conjure him to abandon the project. 
[Here M r. Sheridan vindicated the meafure o f  1782, and maintained 
that the wholeof M r. Pitt’s arguments on thatfubjed wentto this,—  
that while he thought it neceilary to do fomcthing more for Ireland 
than was yielded to her by that adjuft ment,tie had now been 15 yeais 
a Minifter, and had never brought forward any thing.] W ould 
the Right Hon. Gentleman fay that he has till now brought for
ward nothing, becaufe Ireland was at no period o f  ner political ex
igence fo weak as fhe is at this moment. It is a terrible thing, 
Sir, if. Minifters are to look forward to the feuds and miferies o f 
that people, to draw from them the means of conqueft. T h e  
Right Honourable Gentleman fays, that there was a majority for 
the meafure in the Houfe o f  Lords, and a large body favourable to 
it out o f  doors. O f  >fhat confilted that majority ? O f  a body of 
intereited Peers, or o f  men who had not the firmnefs to religii 
their places to maintain the independence of their country.”  
Having gone over his old ground refpe£ting the fituation in which 
the Union would relatively place the Catholics and the Pioteilants, 
M r. Sheridan obferved, that he had heard a great deal about fo
reign Stateftnen, and what they thought on the prefent queftion • 
that it was their opinion it would drive France from her project 
o f  invaiton againft Ireland. T h is  was the queition ; but he would 
aik, was not the Right Hon. Gentleman an ally o f F  rance on the
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prefent occâfion ? He was told France had increafed her prepa
rations fince the meafure was firft introduced; and if theM tnifter 
would diftraft and weaken Ireland by his obftinacy, he feared ihe 
would cffe& the feparation o f  Ireland. M r. Sheridan next ra
pidly examined the queftion o f  experience, and maintained that, 
havinp- fteppcd by experience as far as it related to Ireland, re
ferring wholly to the cafe o f Scotland, M r. Pitt was not entitled 
to infer that" Ireland would be benefited by Union ; it was all 
o-uefs-work and hazard. W ith  refpeófc to the argument, that the 
Legiilature might differ on great conftitutional queftioos, I think, 
laid M r. Sheridan, if we look to the period o f  100 years, during 
which Ireland has been tranquil and co- operated with us, we ihali 
find good reafon for prefuming that (he can not only do better 
with her own independent Parliament, than as a province o f  G reat 
Britain, but that ihe is incapable oi deferting us in the hour o f 
difficulty, or o f not co-operating with us in any crifis o f  danger.—  
H e difculfed over again rhe queftion o f  the Regency debated by 
him on a former evening, and contended that if his queftion re- 
fpe&ing the independence o f  Parliament were carried as far as it 
would go, it would be found to convey one o f  the grofleft libels 
that ever was publiihed againft the Britiih Conftitution, which he 
was proud to confider the beft bafis o f  Governm ent that ever 
exifted in any Country. Gentlemen were fond o f  regularly m ix
ing with their arguments a great deal about the animolities and 
crimes o f  France. And one Honourable Gentleman knew  fo 
much more o f thefe matters, that in the funeral oration which he 
recently delivered over the departed greatnefs o f  the K in g  o f  Sar
dinia, he had found a fon for that Monarch, though he never had 
a fon; but this deepened the horrors o f  the fcene, and, as a 
poetical licence, was o f courfe to be tolerated. Jacobinifai 
was another inftrument o f  terror on folemn occafions. A n d 
now, what was Jacobinifm ? — A  Jacobin is a man who, under 
the pretence o f defending a people, and of giving them com
mercial advantages, deprives them at a fweep o f  their inde
pendence and their property. And, faid M r. Sheridan, “  M r. Pitt, 
according to my hypothecs, is the greateft Jacobin in England. 
H e will take advantage o f the weaknefs o f  the Jriih, and give 
them a coarfe fraternal hug. T h e  Hon. Gentleman fpeaks o f  
his great favours to Ireland, that he went to war to defend her, 
and to prevent France from making dangerous acquifitions. 
Have we fucceeded ? Perhaps the R ight Hon. Gentleman means 
to participate the advantages o f  the war with Ireland— [Hear ! 
Hear !]— if  any advantage it is to participate in the 250 millions 
o f  debt accumulated iince the w ar/ ’ He urged his former argu
ments againft the fyftem o f  the Land-owners, and refumed his 
pofition that ignorance was only to be corrected, and civilization 
introduced by changing this fyftem. It was faid that the mifchief 
refulted from abfentees ; and this mifchief was to be cured b y an 
Abfentee Parliament. T h e  Union would caufe emigration. He 
combated generally the arguments o f  M r ,  Pitt on the topic o f  the 
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furrender o f  the rights of its Parliament by Scotland. He main
tained the Britifh Parliament did not exceed its rights, or at all aft 
inconfiftent with the character o f a free Legiflature, in accepting 
of the independence o f men who had furrendered it into its hands, 
btill it was true, that the aft of the Scotch Parliament was an aft 
o f  power, and not of right : yet if  ever Ireland gave up its inde
pendence in a fimilar manner, much as he might regret it the 
queftion would be altered, and he muft aft according: to thofe 
feelings which might be induced by the occafion. He clofed his 
fpeech with flaring, that he did not mean to oppofe the Speaker’s 
leaving the Chair; but would propofe two Refolutions, the firfl 
giving a pledge that Minifters ihould not purfue a fyftem of cor
ruption and intimidation in Ireland ; and that no meafure ihould 
be adopted without the concurrence and perfeft approbation of 
the Leg.ilature and People o f Ireland ; and the next, that whoever 
ihall adopt a fyftem of intimidation and corruption, ihall be confi- 
clered an enemy to his M ajefty’s Government.

Lord Hazvkejbu,y v.’as not furprifed at the oppofition which the 
Hon. vrentleman had given to this meaiiire, but he was furprifed

a t i, Í gi; T ncls Up° n Which he had Placed if> especially when here- 
collected his conduft during the lait Seffion o f Parliament; where 
was the Hon. Gentleman’s refpeft and deference for the Iriih L e -  
giilature, when he made a motion for an enquiry into the cauies 
o f  a formidable rebellion which exifted in the fiiter kingdom ?

“ at c°niiftency was there in moving for that enquiry, when, ac
cording to the principles the Hon. Gentleman laid down, the 
Houfe had no power to carry any remedy that ihould occur to 
them into efteft ? N o w  when that rebellion was put down and 
peace reitored, a proposition, calculated to promote the fecurity of 
both countries, was objefted to, on the ground that the Houfc 
might not interfere with the Iriih Parliament; but it was cer
tainly very extraordinary, that this oppofition ihould come from 
the fame perfon who fo lately thought it the duty o f the Houfe to 
adopt a line of conduct fo perfeftly the reverfe o f  that which he 
now propofed for them. It had been objefted, that the meafurc 
was attempted to be carried by intimidation ; no proof however 
had been produced in fupport of that charge. His Right Hon. Friend 
a.ked for nothing more than that the fubjeft ihould undergo that 
calm and deliberate difcuffion which its importance merited. T h e  
Hon. Gentleman had afferted, that all the people o f  Ireland were 
again it the meafure. T h is  was certainly not the faft. It was evi
dent that there was a large party in Dublin againil it; but there 
were other places, not of inferior importance, particularly C ork, in 
which a great majority had declared for it. I f  however it ihould 
appear, that the people o f Ireland were againft a meafure which 
was for the advantage of both countries, he ihould not be one 
who would wiih to force it upon them, but he ihould certainly 
wiih to force them to confider it ; fuch a meafure would un
doubtedly require much difcuffion and great deliberation before it 
c«uld be carried, and he trufted, that upon more mature reflec

tion,

(  38 )



tion, many who now oppofed it in Ireland would be convinced ot 
its utility. T h e  Governm ent both here and in Ireland wiihed to 
itand upon public opinion : ihould that opinion, after every in-* 
veftigation, be declared againft an Union, he ihould lament the 
decifion; but he never would regret that the experiment had been 
tried. l  he Hon. Gentleman had alluded to what he called a 
fyftem of corruption, which he pretended was exercifed in Ireland 
and it was neceflary to enquire what ground he had for this 
charge. It was true that certain Gentlemen had been removed 
from their official utuations in Ireland ; but did this imply any cor
ruption ? I f  in a meafure which a Minifter ihould think pfiential 
to the general inters ft s o f  the Empire, he ihould be oppoied by 
thofe who ufually adted with him, would he be a d W  confiftentlv 
i f  he retained them in office ? W h e n  a N oble Lord (Earl F it e -  
william), who was placed at the head o f  the Government o f  
Ireland, attempted to difmifs feveral perfons who held official 
iituations in the Adminiftration of the country, was it not con
tended by an Honourable Gentleman and his friends that it was 
very improper to call in queft ion the exercife o f  that noble L o rd ’s 
authority yet it would be recolledted, that the Noble Lord al
luded to, had ftated as his reafon for the changes he intended to 
make, the difference of opinion which fubfifted between himfelf 
and other Members o f  Adminiftration upon queftions o f  the 
firft magnitude: indeed, it was evident, that no Governm ent 
could go on, i f  upon great and important national points its mem
bers were at variance, and entertained opinions upon any ques
tion fo irreconcilable as to prevent them from acting to o th e r  
He agreed with the honourable Gentleman in deprecating that 
fyftem which had long prevailed with refped to Ireland: no one 
more than he abhorred the code o f  laws,and the whole policy which 
England had for ages exercifed towards Ireland ; but with reined 
to the fettlement o f  1782, he never could confider that as a final 
adjultment: It  was evident, that it was not fo coniidered by Par
liament, nor by thofe who promoted it, and experience had fiiewn 
that it was inefficient. B y  the L aw s and Conftitution o f  Ire
land we were told, that whoever was Sovereign o f  this country, 
was alfo Sovereign o f  that, but as it had already been obferved!
the Parliament of Ireland and the Parliament o f  G reat Britain.
decided upon different principles 011 the queftion of the 
,Regency,- and it was merely by accident, that the Executive 
Governments as well as the L e c t u r e ,  were not differ-

£  5 , C° UI rneS- I he ”Honourab ê Gentleman had
faid, that Ireland, fince 1782, had been encreaiing in com
merce and profperity ; but he could not conceive how a country 
r °  he encreaiing in commerce and wealth, and yet remain bar- 

arous and uncivilized, unlds fome evil exiiled to counteraâ 
thefe advantages. I he argument o f encreafmg wealth, there-

t b Z \ T Uf  a 0t F T  the U ‘—  Since it was e v id en t
that the fyftem under wh.ch Ireland was governed, was fome how
or other conftitutiowlljr defective. T h e  population o f  Ireland

had
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had long been divided into two diftinfl claffês. T h e  Catholics, 
who compofed two-thirds, or, according to fome, three-fourths o f  
the inhabitants, were the defcendants o f  the original natives o f  the 
country. T h e  Proteftants, who were originally Englifhmen> 
formed the other third. It was not in nature but that there muft 
be much hoftility between two Se&s fo fituated, and fo prejudiced 
agarnft each other. W h a t then was propofed was to melt them 
ail down in the fame crucible, in order to do away all the caufes 
that create diflenfion. He wilhecF to give to the people of Ireland, 
fhe feme fecurity of property as their brethren in England poiTefsi 
the fame pledge of future profperity and happinefs. W hat he 
wiihed to fee removed, and which was the real great grievance, 
was the feeling of exafperation and dread that fubfifted between 
the two parties : this never could be removed but by an Union, 
and with it there was no doubt but that it would gradually die 
away- W h en  he looked to the Union with Scotland, he (aw 
nothing but a feries o f  benefits and advantages refulting from it 
for that country. Every Scotch writer, Robertfon, Hume, Smith, 
& c .  all had ftated the Union to be a bleiSng to their country. 
Tfers firrely was not faid by them for want o f  national pride* fince 
there were no people more remarkable for love and attachment to 
tlterr country than the Scotch. He ihould next notice what the 
Hon. Gentleman had faid relative to Ireland facrificing her poli
tical1 power. T h is  facrifice, however, was not objected to by the 
mail zealous partizans of the Settlement o f  1782. W h en  Papers 
ïefatire to the commencement of the prefent war were moved 
for in the Irifh Parliament* M r. Grattan oppofed their production, 
not becaufe he thought the war was ju ft, for that was a queftion 
into which he would not enter, but becaufe it was his opinion 
that in all wars the two countries muft ftand or fall together, and 
that when G reat Britain engaged in hoftilities, Ireland had no 
ether courfe to take, but implicitly to fupport her. N o w , as in 
ali matters o f  imperial policy, it appeared that Ireland muft blindly 
follow Great Britain, it would appear that ihe would make a leís 
facrrfice o f her political power if ihe had a voice in the Imperial 
Legiflature, than ihe does in her prefent iituation. T h e  impor
tance of being a Member of the Imperial Parliament would alfo 
ire greater than that of being a Member o f the Parliament o f Ire
land only. W h en  he confidered all the beneficial advantages a n t
ing from the happy influence of the Britiih Conftitution and Bri
tiih Parliament, he could not avoid wiíhing that influence to be 
extended to  a ftill greater portion of the human race. A n  Union 
appeared to him the only means of tranquillizing the country, and 
preventing the return of infurrecSlions fuch as thofe they had lately 
feen. Every thing, he infifted, called upon the Houfe to adopt 
the meafure which his Hon. Friend had propofed. Let the me^. 
fure reft upon the opinion of the Parliaments of each kingdom— » 
that opinion would doubtlefs be regulated by the general fentiment 
o f the public at large.

M i .  Sheridan explained.
Doctor
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.  t w r w c û i d ,  he wiihed to take notice o f  forr.eth.W
that fell from the noble Lord who fpoke lad, relative to the in-  
confiftency of thofe Gentlemen who at prefent oppofed an U n ic i  
With Ireland, and who had Jail Sciïïon moved for an enquiry into 
the ftate o f that country. H e mf.fted that there was no mcon- 
nftency whatever ,n their conduit ; becaufe, when they had moved 
for that enquiry, they did not mean that the Britiih ihould affume 
any author,ty over the In fo  Parliament. He did not vote for the 
amendment that had been propofed to the add re is on a former n i .  ht 
by an Hon. Gentleman (M r. Sheridan) becaufe he did not meah 
to fay any thing on the bufinefs in that ftage o f  it : he was alfo at

fîh  J T h  'Sh T 1 °p t C ° p,nl0n that miS ht be expreffed on the 
S ?  r  , , ' amf ni; and the mei% e intimated that it
ihould be fubmitted to the Legiflatures o f  both kingdoms, he had

B u ir if t i r 0' 6 ,t0 WMt au duhT  What fllou,d be d«ne in Ireland, 
cou d h t l ment Wh,ch the H on- Gentleman had moved, 
could have been the means o f  preventing any intimation from

t ? g ^ 7 i n rt0 / llh PaJrllamcnr’ he would have voted for it.
S n ï  Î  rg“ ^ , , tIVat tHc late difl1>iil'als o f  men in
Ireland were the feme with thofe which Earl Fitzwilliam hid
dunng h|S adminiftration, attempted to make there. No more’ 
authority was exerafcd on the one occafion, than had beenTn 
tended to be exercifed on the other ; and thefe meafures were con
sidered as neceffary, on the principle that there miçht be no difpa- 
f 17 n0j ° Ç inio" s1.among fl: the Members of the Governm ent H e 
ln that theff  two cafes were very different : the prefent was 
not a queftion o f  a Governm ent nature, nor one which required 
tnat unanimity in the Mimfters o f  Government. It was a quef-
hvnf f " r  unltl"S  together o f two countries which ought to meet 

y  affection; and it they did not, it fignified very little by what kind 
of parchment bonds they were to be united. I f  Gentlemen thought

k f i m b ï k a f i  COUntr,-SC° uld at this time unite by affection,
Ir.ih H o ? f ,  J r  maJOnty W} °  V° ted aSainft ths Union in the 
ir nfrh o f  Commons, and confider what defcription of per-

t Z t y 7 ete- In ' the r ,aj0rit>' 0 f  l i r > t!lc' c was a much greater 
number o f  country members th ;n in the minority o f 106. T h is
arcumftance proved, that the fenfe o f the country was againft the

empire0" lie w  S i*i the^ fore, the general interefts of the 
empue, he would not wiih to proceed in any plan that mi^ht
end to promote jealoufy and difcontent. H e faw nothin- in the

Refolutions which the Right Honourable Gentleman intended to

o f  j f e b n T ^ H  f t 11/  tcndenc>'t0 <l u ietthe minds of the people
Pari ,  » e > W l°  kn0W what c f fe a  the meafure o f one

arlument for botn countries could have, in allayino- the dtfurb

o f u l - H o UfX m , the flfter kingdom. H e deprecated the idea 
caufe in d PfrOC1 ung Up° n tHe adoP:ion of <“ ch a meafure, be
a d e d  f n h ^  thcfe E l u t i o n s  bein '-
aeaiift -e i ‘5  v S ’ flature’  a continual jealoufy would exitf
2  b ! i n  1 nr,S 0l, Parl'amen,:* U  the tootid  be agree !

y tne In fo  * arliamcnt, he would iheit coafider it his duty to
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go into the full consideration of it. He iaw no importance iii 
the arguments that had been advanced relative to the increafu of
commercial profperity which Ireland ihould derive from the
Union. T h e  commerce of that country had been doubled in the 
courfe of five years, and was now rapidly encreafing ; but he 
would not fay that this arofe out of the independence acquired by 
Ireland,, in 1782, as had been argued by fome Gentlemen, any 
more than he would admit the other argument, that the prefent 
profperity o f Scotland was owing to the Union. T h e  commer
cial profperity of thefe kingdoms might proceed from a variety 
o f  other caufes ; and therefore it was abiurd to afcribe them to 
anv fingle one. It had been faid, that the introduction of Engliih 
capital into Ireland would be a great advantage to that country ; 
but it ought to be confidered that this advantage would only be 
local ; it might not extend beyond the city of Cork, which, from 
an expectation of profiting by an Union, had flood forward in its 
fupport. Confidering himfelf, in cafe an Union exifted, as a 
Member o f the Imperial Legiflature o f both countries, he muft 
declare, that he ihould then look upon fuch a partial introduc
tion of capital rather as a difadvantage, inafmuch as it would not 
tend to the general benefit of the country ; and the commerce 
o f  the place enjoying that advantage would be more ex-
pofed to the attacks of the enemy than it was at prefent. It
was evident, that a town lying upon the Southern, or South- 
eaftern coaft o f  Ireland, was more eafily acceffible to the enemy, 
and would require a great expence to guard its commerce. H e 
would next beg leave to fay a word or two refpeâing the refo- 
lution of 1782,, There was a great and excellent perfon (M r. 
Burke) who was a friend to Ireland and to human kind; he be
lieved that that perfon had been concerned in bringing forward 
this refolution; who certainly meant nothing more by it than 
fomething in the way o f explanation, and of the fame nature with 
that which M r. Grattan had prefented to the Irifh Houfe, namely
____ « T h a t  in all great queftions o f  peace or war, England
and Ireland ihould ftand or fall together.”  But that refolution 
never meant, nor pointed at any thing like an Union. It was 
proper for him next to confider what effect fuch a meafure would 
produce upon England as well as Ireland. He could fee no ad
vantages likely to arife to this country from the Union, that would 
equal or compenfate for the evils that ihould thereby be done to 
its conftitution. He had often been furprifed to fee how well 
the Britiih Houfe o f Commons, as it was now conftituted, had 
cmbraccd and praâifed all the various interefts o f the different 
orders o f fociety ; and had in fa á  all the advantages which the 
ftneft theory co'uld fuggeft. But it was impoffible to fay what 
change it might undergo, upon the introduction of fuch a body 
into the reprefentation as that from Ireland muft form. I f  a 
{mail body had any local interefts to carry, it was evident that 
they would for that purpofe combine very clofely together ; and 
if a confiderable number o f Members ihouid come from Ire
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land, and form a part o f  our Legiflature, it would be natural for 
them, and indeed it would be a duty they ihould owe their c6untr7  
to combine clofely together for the purpofe of carrying any ques
tion in which the local advantages o f  Ireland might be involved. 
A s  the two Legiilatures now ftood, the different interefts were 
eafily balanced, by means o f that influence which the crown .pof- 
fefled, and which, in his opinion, ought always to belong to the 
Executive G overnm ent; but it was very clear that this’ influence 
could not have the fame controul, after the introduction of a 
number o f  Members from Ireland, as it had at prefent. T h e  fame 
danger had been appreheuded at the time of the Union with 
Scotland ; but it was not likely to happen, on account o f  the fmall 
number o f Members that were to be introduced ; but upon the 
introduction of fo large a body from Ireland, the Conftitution muff: 
certainly be ihaken. Befides, there was another confideration not 
unworthy the attention o f  Gentlem en; fuch a number of Members 
coming from Ireland, would greatly embarrafs the Debates o f that 
Houfe.”  After a variety of excellent remarks on the probable effe£fc 
o f  the meafure, D r. Lawrence concluded with obferving, that as 
the prefent queftion had a tendency to encreafe the difgufts and 
difcontents o f  the Iriih, and to render them more jealous o f  this 
Country, he wiihed that it might go no farther, and upon that 
principle he muft oppofe the Speaker’s leaving the Chair. B ut i f  
it was determined that the Houfe ihould go  into a Committee, hç 
would think it his dnty to proceed with them in the confideration o f  
the refolutions.

T h e  Houfe then divided :

* (  43 )

F o r  the Speaker’ s leaving the Chair 140
Againft i t - - - - - -  -  1 5-— Majority 125
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H O U S E  O F  C O M M O N S  O F  I R E L A N D ,  
Auguft 12, 1785.

* —  . ■ ^ he Chancellor o f the Exchequer fM r .  F O S T F R 1
feconded the motion * ,  and refumed. T o  fuch wretched ihifts 
are gentlemen driven, who attempt to fupport what is not fu n - 
portable, and would vainly endeavour to perfuade you that this 
meafure trenches on the independence o f  our legiilature ; you 
need not adopt any laws that G reat Britain may pais for the re
gulation o f  commerce ; if you do not approve them, you may 
^ e f t  them whenever you think proper ; you do but reje«S the 
benefit o f  the condition, and return to the fituation in which you 
n o w a r e ;  but the fame Member has proved moft ftron glyh e 

. fy..of “.producing the Bill, for when fuch abilities ashis 
can totally mifconceive its tendency, it ought to be introduced 
jm order ro be hi Ay understood. He has obferved largely on 
each Propofmon and nothing was ever fo miftated, mifrepre- 
fented and mifunderftood as every part o f them has been by him.

„ f  r  *  V  t0 toll° W hlm throuSh 2,1 his errors, many 
of them the moft ignorant child would be aihamed to advance *
but will point out a few, not pethaps fo obvious without exa- 
mination.

t h l f l  takn n0t} Ce, of h!s havînS al!üded t0 me, and faid,
that I voted againft a declaration o f Rights. I deny it ; I de
clared my opinion o f  the independence o f  our legiflature from

f o r Ù  Y 'a rthe debate ° n thdt da?  5 but did he vot= for it H e did noty açd I repeat the Hon. Gentleman did not vote
for it, but lamented that the fubjeit had been brought in that day.

--------------Í mall leave this fubjeét as a lefl'on to the Hon. G e n 
tleman, never for the future to charge fads that are unfounded.
I iha.l now proceed to the Hon. Gentleman’s obfervations. He 
Jays mark the cunning with which the refolutions are drawn 
« inJury o f. lreIand ; there is no new prohibition to be
. alI°wed on the import from one country to another.”  T h is  
;s certainly a great evil, efpecially if  we confider that the Expor^ 
tation of Irifh produits to England amounts to t w o  m i l l i o n s  
and an h a l f  annually— and the Exportation of Bririfh produits 
to Ir e la n d  amount but to o n e  m i l l i o n ,  fo it is injurious to a 
country which may by prohibitions lofe two millions and an half 
to ftipulate againlt prohibitions, and the country that fends more’
than the takes, is not wife in guarding againft mutual prohi- 
bition. r

Another difcovery the Hon. Gentleman has made is that 
countervailing duties are unfair— why? Becaufe the Brewery o f

*  “  That leave be g iv e n  to b r i n g  in' a Bi l l ,  for  effedluatin* the 
lntercourfe and commerce betw een G r e a t  Britain and Ireland on 

“  permanent and equitable principles,  for the mutual benefit  o f  both
“  kingdoms.”  •

Ireland



Jutland will thereby be effectually prote&ed. T h e  Hon G e n 
tleman complains o f  the Report o f  the Englifh Privy CounciL 
who fay that to put Ireland and England on a footing o f  exadt 
reciprocity as to linen, Ireland ought to give a bounty on the 
exportation of Engliih  Linens, becaufe England gives a bounty 
on the Exportation o f  Irifh Linens. C an  any thing be more 
jy .  y e„  £ ng*and niakes no fuch a demand, but is ready by 
this adjustment to give additional fecurity to our Linen trade for 
ever. I f  indeed the adjuftrhent were to take away the benefit 
from Ireland, it would be a good caufe for rejc&ing it j but as 
it for ever confirms all the advantages we derive from our L in ea  
trade, and binds England from making any law that can be in
jurious to it ; furely Gentiem en who regard that trade, and 

. o ‘ ortunes and rent depend on its profpsrity, will not enter
tain a moment’ s doubt about embracing the offer.

Another o f  his curious objedions is, that as We have not a 
navy of our own and i f  we affift the navy o f  the empire, E n g 
land will turn that navy to her own ambitious purpofes. T o  
what ambitious purpofes. ? T o  the proteftion o f  that com m erce 
and o f  thofe colonies which are now  to become ours.— In the 
moment that flie gives up her monopoly o f  colonies, flie is a c-  
eufed o f  ambitious pu-pofes, for her fepa'rate aggrandizement.

v  ™ n,D r  an complains,' that the Bill now before 
the Engliih Parliament makes it necefiary that every proper and 
authentic document to prevent fmuggling ihould be fent by the

E T , '  °5 CCrS ?  thiS CCï m 7  With an>' foreiS n or plantation 
goods fent from hence to England, but that the fartie precaution
is not taken with regard to the fame kind o f  goods fent from
England to Ireland. T h is  is the ilrongeft argument for w ait-

S Cr Î Î 0r f  the IrLiih Bi,1; “  fPeaks the c °nicioufnefs o f  the Engliih  Parliament, that they could not prefcribe to our
revenue officers what documents ihould be fatisfadlory to them
on receiving goods from England, but that the Iriih Parliament
alone in their own Bill, could determine that matter. It ihews

Hon‘ G entlem an to be totally ignorant o f  what either is or 
ought to be the fubftance o f  the Bill.

. TLhe H Pn* Gentlem an talks o f  bounties, and fays, b ya b o liih -  
ing bounties w e ihall no longer be able to bring corn to this

í w Í A ; Ur ' t I  C°frn b° unt,ies> he fays, are to be turned into 
, ‘ , ln“  Duties for England. A  ftrange conception ! B u t  

w hy has he fixed on corn and flour? I f  he had read the Refolu
tion on which he is arguing, he would have feen that corn and 
flour are every where exempted.

Another argument o f  the Hon. Gentlem an is, that the de- 
c  aring that neither country hereafter can lay any new  prohibi
tion on native productions, implies cunningly that it may on 
foreign. W h a t  an argument ! when the very firil principles o f

is f n r î em i f  a mterchanSe o f  foreign commodities
for ever to ta k e  place between the tw o  kingdoms, and one

But" th^ H  ^ ent{  Propori,t1ions declares. .»* in precife terms—  
ic Hon* Gentleman talks o f prohibitions on exports, & c. j

G  W o u ld
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W ould  the Hon. Gentleman wiih to leave it in the power o f 
cither nation to prohibit their native commodities from being 
èxported to the other ? would he wiih to leave it in the power 
o f  England to prohibit the exportation of coal?, fait, iron, bark, 
hops, and many other articles, or to raife a revenue on thefe 
articles when exported hither. #

T h e  Hon. Gentleman talks particularly o f  wool. I  admit,, 
i f  you balance wool againft wool, that his argument is r ight; 
but the juft way is to balance the whole of the exports E n g
land engages never to prohibit the export o f articles which are 
neceffary almoit to our exiftence, and we engage not to prohibit 
the export o f articles which bring us in 500,0001, a year. W e  
are to engage not to prohibit the export of W oollen and Linen 
Yarn, which we have exported for a whole century, and without 
keeping a market for the redundancy of which by export, we 
could not enfure plenty for our own manufacturers.

T h e  Gentleman too totally miftates the cafe o f patents and 
copy-rights. Britifh patents and copy-rights are protected in 
Éritain by prohibition againft import. T h e  Refoîutions fay to 
us, tc prote£t your’s in like manner a meafure never yet 
adopted here, which muft promote genius, printing, and inven
tion in Ireland. . . ,

I  am aihamed, Sir, o f  taking tip fo much o f  your time on a 
fubjeCt wThich might be fo eafily underftood by the loweft ca
pacity ; I ihall therefore quit the Hon. Gentleman and come to 
the queftion of conftitution, which I do not at all think involved 
in this fubjeCt. I f  G reat Britain grants us a full partnerihip in 
all her trade, in all her colonies, if  ihe admits us to a full par
ticipation in the benefits o f  her Navigation laws, by which ihe 
has raifed herfelf to  be the greatell commercial power in the 
world ; if (he does not call upon us to contribute to the expence 
o f  the partnerfliip, but merely to receive our ihare o f  the profits, 
and fays, we may continue in that partnerihip only fo long as 
w e chufe, can any man fay, the conditions o f  it amount to a 
furrender of our legiilature ? furely not, it  is idle fpeculation. 
L e t  us then look at the fubjeû, free from all imaginary dread for
the conftitution.

Britain imports annually from us 2,500,0001. o f our pro
duits, all, or very nearly all, duty free, and covenants never to 
]^y a duty on them. W e  import about 1,000,o co  1. o f  hers, 
and raife a revenue on almoft every article o f it, and refcrve the 
power of continuing that revenue. She exports to us fait for 
our fiiheries and provifions ; hops which we cannot grow 
coals which we cannot raife ; tin which we have not ; and bariC 
which we cannot get elfe where ; and all thefe without refervmg 
any duty, or a power to impofe any on them ; though her ov^n 
fubjeCtspay 2, 3, or 4 s. a chaldron for her own coals, fent coaft- 
ways, and in London 7 s. W e  on the contrary charge a duty 
for our own ufe here ©n almoft every article we fend to her. 00 
much for exports ; now as to bounties, ihe almoit ruined our 
manufacture of fail-cloth, by bounties on export of h e r ovvn to



Ireland. In 1750, or thereabouts, when her bounty commenced, 
we exported more than we imported, and in 1784, we e x o o r r A  
none, and imported 180,000 yards; /he now withdraws ^  Î  
bounty And let me digrefs here a little on fail cloth, i h t h  
although gentlemen affeCt to defpife when mentioned, will I 3  
be an immediate iource of wealth by this adjuftment. F or 1

L h'r b,°Unty I5 í °  be„remor ed- , 2- T h e  exP °rt iail-cloth ÎÔ 
the Indies is to be allowed, and G reat Britain exported ther»
rn 1782, about 200,000 ells. 3. T h ere  is a Britiih law, oblig!
n every Britiih and colony ihip to have its fir ft fuits of Hritiih

tail cloth. Irifh now is to be deemed Britiih. 4 .  Th ere  is a
preference o f 2d. an ell given by Britiih law to Britifh fail doth
over foreign, for the Britiih navy. Iriih is now to have the’
fame preference. 5 T h e  forplus o f  the hereditary revenue is

A ll 7 P ■ 1Q P ° e t0 the Purchafe o f Iriih fail-cloth.
A l l  theie give a glorious profpeCt for that valuable manufacture__
But to return, were a man to look for the country molt advan-'
tageous to fettle manufacture m, what would be his choice?
U n e  w h e r e  l a b o u r  a n d  p r o v i f i o n s  a r e  c h e a p ,  t h a t  is  Ireland ;
and what would he next look for ? - w h y  to have a rich, extend-
ed and fteady market: near him, which England, ftretched along-
fide affords, and to eftabhih that market for this country is one

°  Gentlem en undervalue the reduction
of rsritiih duties on our manufactures ; I agree with them it may 
not operate foon, but we are to look forward in a final feule
ment, and it is impoffible but that in time, with as good climate 
equal natural powers, cheaper food, and fewer taxes, we muft be

Ï  ° “ j:to Ithrera;  W h en  commercial jealoufy ihall be ba- 
niihed by final fettlement, and trade take its natural and fteady 
coutfe the kingdoms will ceafe to look to rivalihip, each will 
make that fabric which it can do cheapeft, and buy from the 
other what it cannot make fo advantageoufly. Labour will be 
then truly employed to profit, not diverted by duties, bounties, 
jealoufies or legiflative interference from its natural and bene
ficial courfe, this fyftem will attain its real objeCt, confolidating 
the Itrength o f the remaining parts o f  the empire, by encou
raging the communications o f their market among themfelves, 
With preference to every part againft all ftrangers.

r.ee not mention the Navigation-aCt, the proper benefits o f 
which we nave fo long looked for ; I will only obferve, that 
u r e a t  bntam  could never agree to receive the Britiih Colonies’ 
goods from us, unlefs we prohibited the goods of foreign C olo- 
I T  does, which is a powei%l argument for that part o f

e lyitem againft the conftitutional phrenfy that threatens it.
£  us aIfo obferve, that now, for the firft time, G reat Britain 

otters us a right for ever in all prefent and future Colonies, 
wi out any refervation of power, to call on us either to procure, 
upport, or preferve them ; Jhe maintains them, we fhare all the 

prohts ; and, not only their goods, but all goods of Iriih produce, 
t0 u- S- t l̂rou§*1 Britain duty free. Can foreign nations, 

after this is fettled, make diftinCtion between Britiih and Iriih
G  2 goods?
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goods ? O u r manufactures will be united as our inter efts, and 
we ihall laugh at Portugal folly.

I could run out for hours into the many benefits of this fyftem 
but I have tired the Houfe too long ; let me only implore you 
not to rejeCt this meafure, for ill-founded, vifionary objections, 
or to facrifice realities to fhadows. I f  this infatuated country 
gives up the prefent offer, ihe may look for it again in vain ; 
things cannot remain as they are ; commercial jealoufy is roufed, 
it will increafe with two independent legiflatures, if they don’t 
mutually declare the principles whereby their powers fliall be 
feparately employed, in directing the c o m m o n  concerns o f trade; 
and without an. united intereft of commerce, in a commercial 
empire, political union will receive many ihccks, and feparation 
ofinterefts muft threaten feparation of connexion, which every 
honeft Iriihman muft ihudder ever to look at as a poilible event.

I will only add, that if this meafure be refufed, Ireland will 
receive more folid injury than from any other evil that ever 
befel her ; it is in vain for Gentlemen to think we can go on as 
w e  have done for fome years— or to expeCt to cope with England 
in  a deftruCtive war of bounties— our iituation muft every day 
become more difficult, and it is impofiible to forefee all the ru
inous confequençes that may enfue. —  —  — •

A u g u s t  15th, 1785.
Right Hon. Chancellor o f the Exchequer [M r .  F O S T E R . ]  

I  rife to ftate the mifconception of the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
and if any thing can ihew the neceifity o f curing the people o f 
their infatuation, by publiihing and explaining the Bill to them, 
it  furely is this, that a Gentleman to whom they look up, and 
juftly look, as one whofe wifdom and virtue will guard their 
rights, is fovery much miftaken.

T h e  Right Hon Gentleman in his argument has never once 
adverted to the Bill on your table, but draws >all his concluions 
from arguments raifed by his own imagination, on the Britiih 
Resolutions. He dwells now only on foreign Colony trade and 
N avigation laws ; the accepting a full participation of the Britiih 
C olony tijade, upon terms of equal laws, he gives up as not 
altering our conftitution, and he even agrees in the innocence 
o f  our declaring it as a principle o f  the treaty. In this he has 
ihewn his wifdom, for it is already declared in the law of Ireland. 
T h e  objection then ftands as to a foreign Colony trade, and what 
fays the Bill, it declares it to be a condition of the treaty, to pro- 
t e a  that trade, in the fame manner as Britain does, againft the 
interference o f  foreign Colony goods. i t  enaCts nothing, and 
there is the mighty evil which we have introduced, that is to 
give to Britain the regulation of all our foreign trade with Por
tugal, with Spain, with all the world. I f  the Gentleman fo 
Cgregiouily miftakes the purport o f what he has not read, I truft 
the good fenfe of the nation will fee his miftakes and judge for 
themielves ; but the objections to an agreement o f rating only 
the goods from foreign Colonies, fo far only as by protecting oui 
Colonies againft them, is not fo wonderful from him, as

(, 48 )
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jection to the Bill’ s affe&ing Navigation and Britiih Teamen in 
general; from him I fay, for in the year 1782 the Right Hon. 
Gentlem an introduced, in conjunction with the late C h ie f  Baron 
Burgh, and the prefent C h ie f  Baron Yelverton, a Bill, adopting 
in the grofs all fuch claufes and provifions o f  the laws theretofore 
palled in England, as conveyed equal benefits and impofed equal 
reftrictions in commerce, in the moft extended fenfe, to the fub- 
je£ts o f  both countries, and alfo putting the feamen of Ireland on 
the footing o f  Britiih feamen, [The Chancellor here read the 
words.]  T h e  Bill now brought in does not go fo far ; he went 
to commerce in general, and adopted laws without reference to 
them, or even reciting their title. W h a t  does this Bill do ? it 
déclarés with him the principle; it does no mope. T h is  B ill de
clares for a fimilarity o f  laws, manners,  and cufloms, in toto. O u r  
B ill declares for a fimilarity o f  Navigation laws, on our accept
ing the benefit o f  the Britifh, not for the firft time offered to us. 
It  is idle to believe, even his authority can have weight in fuch 
unfounded objcitions : nay, our Bill reaches his> to adopt its 
principles, and he fays ours is mifchievous ; his was the glory o f  
the nation and the .joint labour of the greateft friends o f  liberty.

T h e  Right Hon. Gentlem an fays, <c we might have foreign 
<c trade, without entering into the meafure, and that England, as 
cc to foreign trade, gives us no right which we already have not/* 
A s  to colony trade, he fays, “  ihe gives us what we had before, 
u  on the former conditions, that we give her Colony product a 
cc preference in our market, and therefore, he fays, cannot we 
44 remain as we now are.”

W ith  refpe£t to the C o lo n y  Trade, I  anfwer, we hold it by 
the gift o f  Britain, and (he may repeal her act, and reafTume her 
monopoly. A s  to foreign trade, I have ihe;vn it is no way af
fected, except by the preference to be given to Britifh C olony 
goods, againft thofe o f  foreign Colonies ; but why does the gen
tleman allude to Portugal ? it is the ftrongeft meafure againft 
him. Portugal has prefumed to diftinguifh between the goods o f  
G re a t  Britain and the goods o f  Ireland— file will not receive the 
latter. B u t i f  this fettlement is entered into, all our goods ihe 
can have may go  duty free through Britain. I  he diftin&ion be
tween Britiih  and Iriih manufa&ure is loft as to foreign nations, 
our goods, are made one, phyfically as well as politically, in re- 
fpedt to foreign, and our union cemented by the freedom o f  in- 
tercourfe.

T h e  honourable gentleman feems, with others, to undervalue 
the Britiih markets for our linens, and that if Britain ihall dif- 
courage her import, they will find vent elfewhere. I will not 
pay him fo fulfome a compliment as to fay he underftands com 
merce, his genius foars perhaps above fuch reading ; but i f  he 
did underftand it, I would afk him, where would he expeót a 
market to favour the linens of Ireland ? W h ere  will he find a 
market under Heaven for that manufacture, which 'n o w  brings 
tw o  millions annually into the kingdom ? W il l  Portugal take 
them ? W il l  Spain take them ? W il l  France take them ? N o  ;

we
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w e know they will not. W il l  Ruflia, Germany, or Holland, 
take them ? T h e y  are your powerful rivals, and able to underfel 
you. W here then will you find a market, if  England ihuts her 
ports ? W ill  you go to the W eft Indies ?— you cannot go to the 
E n gliih  Colonies— they will belike Britain— there you can have 
no admittance. T h e  French, Spanifh, and Portuguefe have fhut 
their ports long fince-— your only market then is in the bankrupt 
States o f North America, that have not money to pay their juffc 
debts, and many provinces o f which, if  they had the money, have 
not perhaps the honefty to do it.

T h is  bankrupt country is to give you the market Britain af
fords. N o , no ; cheriih the market you have, you will never get 
fo  good, ihe ever exports with bounty for you. And here let 
me obferve the benefits of exporting, duty free, all our fabrics 
through her ports, which this Settlement fecures. Y o u  firft 
found the way for your linens to foreign places through her ports, 
by her capitals and extent o f dealing ;— do not refufe the like 
for your other fabrics— the profperity o f the linen ihould teach 
you.

T h e  gentleman fays England is as dependant on Ireland as 
Ireland is on England for her products— he inftances the cotton 
yarn and other yarn o f  Ireland. W hat, call cotton yarn a fabric 
o f  Ireland, and an export to Britain !— It is a miftake o f  his ex- 
preffion, he cannot be fo ignorant o f our manufa&ures. L e t  us 
look into the wants Britain fupplies—1 will take coals firft.

D o  you think it an object of no confequence to receive coals 
from England, for ever, duty free, while the duties on coals in 
England, brought from one of her own ports to another is very 
high. I remember when I propofed a (hilling a ton on the im
portation o f  coals into Dublin only, in order to raife a fund for 
extending and beautifying the city, it met with great oppofition;
I was abufed in all the news-papers ; yet now England may raife 
four times that fum upon the export o f her coals, which will fall 
upon the confumer, and raife a revenue for her advantage ; nay 
were fhe even to raife the revenue on them to you that ihe does 
on her own coaft carriage, what would become of you ? Y o u  
have not Iriih coal ; if the prefent bounty o f 2s. a ton to Dublin, 
added to is. 8d. duty on Britiih, which operates as 3s. 8d. in fa
vour o f  Iriih coal, what will you do; becaufe no carriage can be 
fo cheap to you as that acrofs the channel. R ock fait is the 
n e x t ;— W here will you get it? (fome one faid from Spain) 
Rock-falt from Spain ! T h e  Gentleman ihould inform himfelfa 
little better.

A s  to the tanning-trade, where will you get bark? From no 
place in the world but England. W e  know that it would not 
bear the freight from any other, and if  England was to prohibit 
the export o f it, that trade muft be at an end ; and we muft not 
forget, that the Britiih manufacturers of leather have already com 
plained, that by getting bark from W ales, we are enabled to work 
on as good terms as England.

L e t  him look to hops j will this country grow them ? O n  the
other
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Other hand, what wants do we fupply for England ? wool and 
linen yarn, to our own great advantage ; but it is in vain to. pro
ceed ; the Houfe muft lee we are talking o f  a fubjeifc not yet urf- 
derftood ; when known, and Ireland unprejudiced and in her 
calm reafon, will never reje£l the many blellings it holds out to 
her trade ;— it gives wealth and fecurity which I truft will never 
be refufed from a wild imagination o f  Utopian Republics, 
Commonwealths, Monarchies— G o d  knows what.

I will ftand or fall with the Bill, that not a line in it touches 
your Conftitution ; it is now left to the deciiion o f the country, 
it is not abandoned, G o d  forbid it ihould ; and I truft I ihall 
fee the nation aik it at our hands, that we may be able then to 
obtain it ihall be my prayers— the Minifter cannot promife— he 
has done his duty— and it will be my pride at a future day, when 
its real value ihall be known, that I bore a leading fhare in the 
tranfa&ion— that I laboured to procure for Ireland folid and fub- 
ftantial benefits, which e/en tw o years ago no man had an idea o f  
even looking to.
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