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SPEECH, &c.

L o r d  C a s t l e r e a g h  delivered to the Houfe a 
Mejjage from  his Excellency the Lord Lieu
t e n a n t ; it zvas read by the Speaker, and 
is as follozvs :

“  C O R N W A LLIS.

“ A  t the clofe o f the laft Seflion, in obedience to the parti- 
“ cular commands which I received from his Majefty, I  
<e acquainted this Parliament that a jo in t Addrefs o f the 
“  two Houfes o f Parliament o f G reat Britain had been 
“  laid before his Majefty, accompanied by Refolutions, 
“  propoiing and recommending a complete and entire 
“ Union, between G reat Britain and Ireland, to be efta- 
“ bliilied by the mutual confent o f both Parliaments, 
“  founded on equal and liberal principles, on the iimi- 
“ larity o f Laws, Conftitution, and Government, and on 
“  a fenle of mutual interefts and affe&ions.

41 I have it now farther in command, from his Majefty, to 
11 lay thofe Refolutions before this Houie, and folemnly to 
“ recommend to the confideration o f his faithful Commons 
“  the great objcds they embrace.
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“ His Majeftv has obfcrvcd, with increafing farisfaction, that 
<f the fentiments which have continued to be manifefted, 
“ in favour of this important and falutary meafure, by fuch 
“ numerous and refpe&able defcriptions o f his Iriill fub- 
“  je£ls, confirm the hope he has exprefied, that its accom- 

pliihment will prove to be as much the joint wifli as 
“  it unqueftionably is the common intereft of both his 
“  kingdoms ; an event to which His Majefty looks forward 
“  with the utmoil earneftnefs, as the only means by which 
“ the common intereíls of all his People can be indilTolubly 
€( united, and their fecurity and happinefs can be perma- 
“  nently étab li (lied,

“ His Majefty, therefore, relies on the wifdom of his Parlia- 
ments, and the loyal concurrence o f his People, for the 

“  completion of this great W ork, with a firm perfuafion 
“  that a full and unreferved participation o f copûitutional 
“ and commercial advantages will augment and perpetuate 
“  the profperity of his Subje&s of his United Kingdom, 
“ and that, under the favour of Divine Providence, the 
“  Freedom and Power o f the Britifh Empire will be efta- 
‘í bliihed on a foundation not to be fnaken by  the efforts 
« cither of its foreign pr domeftic enemies.

«  C *

1 he Meffagc being read from the Çhair* 

Lord C a s t l e r e a g h  proceeded:

H e  faid he felt it his duty, upon this great 

Subje6t to put the Houfe in pofleffion of the 

intire views of the Britith ancj Irifh Govern-
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ments, and to lay before the Houfe all thofe 

details which had been agreed upon to be fub- 

mitted to Parliament. In  thus entering upon 

a detail fo extenfive and important ; important 

to the reltorátioil of tranquillity in this Country* 

and to the fecurity of our connection with Great 

Britain, he found it neceffary to throw himfelf 

upon the indulgence of the Houfe* for a larger 

portion of its patience and attention than he 

had ever before prefumed to folicit. Before 

he entered into the general queftion, he would 

make one obfervation upon the topic to which 

the attention of the Houle had been jüft then 

fo anxioufly directed* the expreflion of the pub

lic fentiment. By the Britiih Conftitution, the 

deliberative power was placed in Parliament, 

and Parliament would be very unwife were 

it not to take its direftion from the great ma

jority of thofe whofe flake in the property and 

interefts of the Country gave them a claim to 

confideration ; but Parliament would be equally 

unwife were it to fuffer an artificial clamour 

to divert it from the firil of all its duties, that

e 2 of
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of deliberating folemnly on meafures affefting 

the interefts of the Country.

Laft year it was wiihed, that Parliament ihould 

put this great Queltion of Union into a courfe 

of deliberation and inquiry ; the meafure was 

not even fuffered to be laid before them, though 

it was only defired that a difcuffion of it ihould 

take place. Parliament was cautious of pro

ceeding upon the Queftion, and even a difcuffion 

was not permitted: Government felt it their 

duty then to fay, that they would not bring the 

Meafure forward, until its introdu&ion ihould 

bejuftified by the public fentiment ; and the 

event had juftified the expectations of Govern
ment.

This Queftion, as it became more inquired 

into and better underftood, became more and 

more popular w;th thofe perfons moil interefted 

in the welfare of the Country. The great body 

of the landed property of Ireland was friendly : 

to the principle, and the two Houfes of Parlia

ment



ment particularly; three-fourths of the landed 

property were amongit its fupporters ; nineteen 

counties, five-fevenths of Ireland in fuperficial 
extent, had come forward in its fupport. H e 

did not fay thofe counties were unanimous in 

approving the Meafure  ̂ complete unanimity 

was not to be hoped upon any great political 

queftion ; but he would fay, a very great ma

jority of thofe counties favoured the Meafure ; 

all the great commercial towns in the Kingdom, 

fave Dublin and Drogheda, had declared in 

favour of i t ;  and in fpeaking of the city of 

Dublin, he begged to be underliood as fpeaking 

of it with that high refpeft which the zeal and 

loyalty of its inhabitants, difplayed in the groat 

and trying circumftances of the Rebellion, com

manded. H e could not help obferving, that 

the Citizens of Dublin were affe£ied with the 

fame alarm that thofe of the metropolis of 

Scotland felt on the Scottiih Union ; but he 

trailed, that they w ould live to change their 

fears to fatisfa&ion ; and, like the Citizens of 

Edinburgh, have caufe to be grateful to Provi- 

7 dence
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dence for the accompliihment of an Union with 
Great Britain.

His Lordihip faid, that he felt no furprife at 

obferving, in fome counties, a hoftile difpofition 

to this Meafure ; they were counties in which he 

had expe&ed fuch oppofition ; inafmuch as they 

were known to be under the influence of fome 

of the Gentlemen on the other iide of the Houfe : 

but he could not help obferving, fince the lair 

debate in that Houfe, a political phenomenon, 

new to this Country : a part of the Minority 

withdrawing themfelves from Parliament, and, 

not fatisfied with exercifing their deliberative 

powers within thefe walls, but aflembling in 

another place, and empowering certain perfons 

to fend letters miffive through the Country, 

calling upon fit perfons in the different coun

ties to become their Agents, to bring the mafs 

of the people of Ireland to the Bar of that 

Houfe, as advocates againft the Meafure of 

Union. Some of thofe Gentlemen, his Lord- 

íhip faid, he was convinced, had never enter

tained

( 6 )



tained a notion of employing this popular in

terference to intimidate Parliament, and he 

was equally convinced, that, had fuch an 

intention exiiled, the Commons of Ireland 

would not yield the Country to any fuch 

defperate a ttem pt; but fome of the perfons, 

afting under thefe letters, had gone forth, with 

the moll unwarrantable pretences, to deceive 

and diftraft the populace, whofe fignatures 

againil the Meafure they wifhed to obtain. In 

one place, in the North, it was given out, that 

this Union was a projeft of M r. P itt’s, to lav
# * 

a T ax  of five ihillings on every wheel, and ten 

Ihillings on every room ; in another place, the 

Tenantry were told, that an Union was to

break all their leafes, and, as all the great

landed interefls In the county of Down fup-

ported the Meafure, this was urged as an ad

ditional argument : —  cc Do you not fee that 

the landlords are all for it, and is not that a 

proof that it is to break your leafes ? ”

* »

Such were the deceptions and practices 

feforted to by thofe who folicited petitions

againil
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againft the Meafure. As to the petitions 

procured in this way, his Lordihip faid, he 

was only furprifed they were not more nu

merous. On the difcuffion of the Scotch Union, 

the table of the Parliament was, day after day, 

for three months, covered with fuch petitions ; 

the Scotch Parliament acted, as he trufted the 

Irifh wrould do ; they confidered only the ad

vantage of the Country, and, iteadily purfuing 

that object, not milled by artifices, or intimidated 

by tumults, they received, in the gratitude of 

their Country, that reward which amply com- 

penfated for the arduous taik they had accom- 

plifhed.

As to the general principle of the Queftion 

of Union, his Lordfiiip felt it unneceffary, at 

that time, to enter into the difcuffion of it; 

it had been mod freely inveftigated, both in 

fpeakmg and writing, and with peculiar ability, 

by an Honourable and Learned Friend of his, 

in his fpeech of the laft Seffion, which he had 

fmce publiihcd in a pamphlet ; in which the 

general principle was placed beyond queftion
or
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or difpute. H ad Parliament in the laft Seffion 

entertained the difcuffion of this Meafure, it 

was his Lordihip’s intention to have followed 

the courfe of proceedings marked upon the 

Scottiih Union. H e would have moved, when 

the general principle of Union had been ac

knowledged, that commiffioners ihould be ap
pointed to digeit Articles of Union, to be 

afterwards fubmitted for the adoption or re

jection of Parliament. But as the difcuffion 

was not then permitted to take place in the 

Irifh Houfe of Commons, he would not now 

have recourfe to this meafure ; he would move 

to have the Subjeft, and the papers relating to 

it, referred to a Committee of the whole Houfe, 

by which means every M em ber would have 

the fulleit latitude of difcuffion, and the Houfe 

would have, in particular, the benefit of the 

advice and alMance of the R ight Honourable 

Speaker, whom he addreifed ; an advantage 
which could not fail to be highly ufeful to the 

interefts of the Country. To this Committee, 

his Lordihip faid, he would offer certain Re- 

folutions, founded upon the principles of thofe

c votçd
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voted by the Britiih Parliament, but ffoiWO &
more into detail, ib as to form, when agreed 

' upon, fo many Articles of the propofed Union. 

I he cafe of our proceeding would then amount 

to this : Great Britain propofes to hold certain 

principles on which to found an Union ; Ireland 

admits thofe principles, and propofes Articles 

founded on them ; on which Articles, if  the 

Rritifh Parliament ihall agree, the Articles of 

Union ihall be founded, and formed by the 

agreement of both Legiflatures, with a folemn 
Legislative Aft. His Lordfhip then faid, he 

would proceed to ftate the fubftance of each 
of thefe Articles.

I he firft Refolution to be propofed would be

iimilar to the firft of thofe agreed upon by

the Britiih Parliament, “  That it will be ad-

v ifeable to concur in fuch meafures as may

beft tend to unite the two Kingdoms into 
one,” &c.

I he firit Aiticle, to follow this Refolution, 

would be, that for the purpofes of eitabliihing

fuch
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iuch an Union on this bafis, it would oc fit to 
propofe, that from the day of the

two Countries be for ever united into one King
dom.

The fécond Article would provide for the 

continuance of the Succefiion to the Crown, in 
the way at prefent limited.

The third would declare the propriety of a 

common Legislature for both Countries.

T he great obje£l of this arrangement was the 

eftabliihing the identity of the Executive: i: 

might be faid that this was done by the A ft of 

Annexation: for the A ct of Annexation, his 

Lordfliip faid he felt great veneration, and had 

he been in Parliament fome years earlier than he 

was, he would have felt it his duty to aft ftri&ly 

up to the fpirit of the a£t, and not have fuffered 

any private views to interrupt its courfe'; but he 

muft fay that this aft, both in principle and 

operation was defe&ive : in principle it went to 

hand over to another country, in which we are

c 2 not
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not reprefented, one of the moil important Ie- 

giilative powers, that of regulating the fuc- 

cëffion to the Crown'; a power which never 

could be exercifed by Great- Britain, without 

jealoufy and diftra&ion on the part of this Coun

try ; nor was the pra£ti.ce lefs defe&ive than the 

principle. In the cafe of the Regency it was 

found fo : for the Prince of Wales was coniti- 

tuted Regent by an addrefs of the Iriih Parlia

ment, before any Regent was appointed for 

Great Britain ; fo that the unity of the Execu

tive, the only bond of our prefent connection, 

depended, notwithftanding the provifions of the 

A£t of Annexation, upon the Britiih Parliament 

acquiefcing in the choice of the Iriih Houfe of 

Commons : and for the dangers of this con

nection, his Lordihip faid he had the authority of 

a Right Hon, and learned M ember who oppofed 
the meafure of Union. That Right Hon. Mem

ber had introduced a bill avowedly to move on this 
argument in favour of Union, grounded upon the 

Act of Annexation ; but when it was prefled 

upon him to fay whether he would furrender the 

right of the Iriih Parliament to Great Britain, he
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was fo ftartled at this idea, that he abandoned 

his own bill : thus confirming the weaknefs of 

the bond by which the unity of the Executive 

was fecured.

The cafe of the Regency was not the only one 

which had occurred to prove the dangers of a 

féparate Legiilature to the whole empire. After 

the abdication of King Jam es II . he withdrew 

into this country, and fetting himfelf up with the 

Iriih Parliament in oppofition to England, gave a 

ftrong practical proof of the tendency of dif- 

tin£t JLegiilatures to ultimate feparation.

On all the great imperial queftiotis o f war, 

peace, and treaties, what was the iituation of 

Ireland ? to avoid feparation fhe was bound 

without deliberation to adopt the conduct of 

Great Britain ; if ihe diifented from that con

duct, her diffent tended to that feparation which 

it was fo much the true intereft of Ireland to 

avoid ; and as the country advanced in wealth 

and profperity, it was more likely that fuch que

stions would more frequently occur and be more

anxiouflv



anxiouily diícuííed ; fo.that every day the danger 

of feparation encreafed. Nor were thefe the 

only obje&ions to our prefent mode of connexion. 

I t  had been often, and juftly, complained in that 

Houfe, that the Miniiters of this countrv, a£iing 

a? they did, under a Britiih Cabinet, were not 

refponfible to the Irith Parliament, from the mo

ment they ihould withdraw from the kingdom, 

unlefs by a derogation of our independence we 

were to impeach, at the bar of the Englilh Le- 

giilature, thofe who had offended againil the 

Irifh Conftitution. But it had been faid that this 

meafure would reduce Ireland to the ftate of a 

colony: was it by making her a part of the 

greateil and moil powerful empire in the world ? 

It, (faid his Lordfhip,) I were called upon to de- 

fcribe a colony, I would defcribe it as fomething 

very like the prefent Hate of this country, enjoy

ing indeed a local Legiilature, but without 

any power entrufted to that Legiflature, with re- 
fpe£t to regulating the fucceffion of the Crown.

I would defcribe it as having an Executive ad- 

miniftered by the orders of the Minifter of ano

ther Country, not in any way refponfible to the 

colony for his a£ts or his advice. Can an a£t of

the
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the Iriih Lords and Commons pafs into a law, 

unlefs the Great Seal of England, in the keeping 

of a Minifter not refponfible to Ireland, be af

fixed to it ? Another objeftion very ufually 

urged was, that an Imperial Parliament could 

not have fuch an intimate knowledge of the 

Country as would avail to keep the kingdom in 

tranquillity : he would aik w hat reafon did there 

exift to prevent one hundred Reprefentatives 

carrying as much local knowledge for the necef- 

fary purpofes of Parliament, and finding as ready 

an adoption of their fentiments upon local fub- 

je tts , as the Imperial Parliament in a local 
fituation ?

It had been aflerted, that this meafure would 

have the effe£t of leifening the Executive Power 

in this country :— Convinced as he was that w ith

out a itrong and a£tive Executive Power, the 

properties and lives of Loyalifts were not by any 

means fecure ; he would willingly forego all the 

advantages which this meafure promifed the 

country, if it could have this effeft ; but fo con

vinced was he that it would ftrengthen the hands 

of the Executive Government, that this con-

lideration
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fideration was no flight motive with him in fup- 

porting it, as a fecurity for the lives and properties 

of the loyal people of Ireland ; and he courted 

the meafure more efpecially, as he hoped that, by 

getting rid of the imputations thrown out 
againft the Government, that this country was 

adminiftered always with a view to Englifh in

fluence, we fhould get rid of one fource of that 

fatal weaknefs and diftruft which had proved fo 

ruinous to it.

Another argument had been ftrongly urged 

and plaufibly fupported ; it was that the local 

Parliament had, from the circumftance of being 

local, made exertions for fuppreffing the Rebel

lion, which an Imperial Parliament could not 

have attempted. He admitted that the Iriih 

Parliament had moil manfully affifted Govern

ment, by giving to Government thofe ample 

powers which had been employed to fupprefs the 

Rebellion: but there was no reafon to fuppofe 

that an Imperial Parliament would not have been 

equally forward to give thofe powers, and equally 
interefted in fupprë fling that rebellion : oor was it 

agreeable to truth, that the Parliament of the
empire
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empire would carry lefs authority in its a£ts than 
the Parliament of a part of that empire.

I t  had been faid, that Parliament had traced 

and developed the conf|jiracy which produced

the Rebellion. Tlíis' was a miftake in point

of fa£t : the Executive Govérnment had firit em

ployed the powers entrufted to it to put down 

the Rebellion, and then laid before Parliament
f f  f  f  • «  T  4  ,  r  x  f  •  9  »  f

the documents upon which they had acted.__

Thefe documents had, indeed, been very clearly 

arranged in the Report of a Committee, but 

nothing more than this arrangement.was owing 

to the exertions of the Irilh Parliament in difco- 
vering the confpiracy.

F IN A N C E .

Having made thefe preliminary obfervations, 

his Lordihip proceeded to the detail of the Prin

ciples which he was about to fubmit to the con- 

fideration of the Hôufe. H e would begin, he 

faid, with the queftion of Contribution to the
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general expences of the Empire, and afterwards 

proceed to the Commercial Detail.

The enemies of this meafure had founded 

much of their clamour upon a fuppofition, that it 

was a financial projeft of the Britifh Minifter. 

The ftatement he would now lay before the 

Iloufe would, his Lordihip faid, prove that it 

was a facrifice of money made by Great Britain 
to her own lofs, and the advantage of Ireland. 

But he defired not to be underftood as holding 

out any propofition to the Iriih Parliament, in 

which it could be fuggefted that pecuniary ad

vantage was given in compenfation for lofs of the 

honour or Interefts of ireland. The offer was 

on the broad principle of a fair mutual agree
ment. The immediate effect of the principle he 

would offer wrould be, that I r e l a n d  w o u l d ,

I N CAS E OF A N  U N I O N ,  BE T A X E D  C O N 

S I D E R A B L Y  LESS T H A N  I F  SHE R E M A I N E D  

S E P A R A T E .

In retrofpeQ to pail: expences, Ireland was to 
havq no concern whatever icith the debt o f Great 

7 Britain ;
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'Britain; but henceforward the two countries 
were to unite as to future expences, on a ftri£t 

meafure of relative ability. H e ihould have 

conlidered it a moil valuable circumftance in this 

arrangement, if the countries could have been fo 

completely incorporated as not to have had diiiin£t 

revenues s a part of the fyitem of the Scots 

Union, which had been felt to be o f  fuch im

portance, that a great effort was made to equalize 

the circumftances of the two countries for that 

purpofe. England had a large debt ; Scotland 

had none charged upon her revenues : an accu" 

rate calculation was made of the fum to be 

paid to Scotland to juftify her in accepting her 
fhare of the debt, and the fum was paid ac

cordingly by England. T he taxation of the two 

countries was accordingly fixed at the fame pro

portion, except in the inftance of the land-tax, 
which was fixed at a different ratio, becaufe the 

Land-Tax in England was impofed fo unequally, 

that had Scotland paid in the fame rate as the 
nominal Land-Tax of England, ihe would re

ally have been taxed much higher than her juft 
proportion. His Lordihip mentioned this, he

d 2 (aid



faid, to ihow the pains which had been taken to- 
.

incorporate the two countries as well in point of 

finance, as in other circumftances ; but in the pre~ 
fent fituation of thefe countries, this part of the 

fyftem could not be adopted. Great Britain 

now paid in taxes for the intereft of her debt 

ten millions annually; for any proportion of this 

ihe could not call upon Ireland, nor could fhe 

oiler, as in the cafe of Scotland, any equivalent, 

it was therefore abfoluteiy neceffary, that the re- 

fpeciive debts of the Countries ihould remain

difhncl, and of courfe that their taxations ihould 
continue feparate.

In  orcier then to find the fum which Ireland 

ihould contribute to the Imperial Expences, it 

would be neceffary to feek for a criterion by which 

to judge of her relative ability, and fettling her 

expence in fuch proportion as ihould be the refult 

of that inquiry. r\ he befl criterion of ability, 

as embracing all kinds of poffeffion and expence, 
was an Income-Tax; this was not a criterion to 
be found in Ireland, nor was it likely that for

fomc
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Tome time our local circumftances could permit 

its operation, fo that fome other mull be 
fought.

The next beft teil of ability would be found 

in examining the relative commercial wealth of 

both Countries, and the relative expences of 

both in articles of luxury ; and if it ihould be 

found, that thefe two proportions very nearly co

incided with each other, it ought to be fairly pro

nounced that the beft means of judging of the 

relative ability of the Countries had been difco- 
vered.

Taking then the Exports and Imports for the 

laft three years, thofe of Ireland would be 

found to be ,  .  «£10,925,000

Great Britain, .  .  <£73,961,000

In  the proportion of feven to one.

The next part of the proportion was to be 

found in excifed articles of confumption, fuch as 

malt, beer, fpirits, wine, tea, tobacco, &c.

The
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The average of thefe for the lail three years 

has been, Ireland,

G feat Britain,

£5,951,000 
£  4(5,89̂ ,000

Being in the proportion of feven feven- 

eighths to one. As the refults of thefe two 

proportions came fo very clofe to each other, he 

would affurae them as juft, and take 1 \ to one

that of Ireland.

. 'I • - • . ‘'m ts • -
Having ftated this as the general proportion ot 

Britiih to Iriih expences, he mentioned that the 

fécond part of the next Article referred to the 

pail debts of either country ; on the principle 

before ftated, that each debt was to be fepa- 

rately provided for by the country which had in

curred it.

'Hie next Article would jro to «riveto Ireland a£> O
community of property in the territorial reve

nue of Great Britain (though Ireland was not1 

called on for a {billing of the debt by which it 

had been obtained)— and upon this principle the

as the juft ratio of the ability of Great Britain to
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a£tual advantage to Ireland in 2-15ths of her 

ihare of the fum paid by the Eaft-India Com.- 

pany, would amount to 60,0001. annually.

I t  might be objefted that thefe proportions, 

however juft at this day, might hereafter, from 

circumftances, become unfair ; this it was pro- 

pofed to obviate, by giving a power to the Im 

perial Parliament to revife them in 20 years 

hence, upon the fame principles on which they 

were now lupportcd. H e was well aware that 

with fome perfons who would argue upon the 

Queftion, thofe advantages to Ireland would 

weigh as nothing ; thofe perfons were pre

determined to talk of it as a meafure throwing 

Ireland and her interdis at the feet of Britain ;

with thofe perfons he would not now contend; their
arguments went againit any Union at any time, 

between any countries, and upon any terms. 

From them he expefted no attention to the in- 

terefts of Ireland, as long as they were wedded to 

the hoftility of the general principle. H e would 

propofe that the revenues of Ireland ihould form 

a confolidated fund, on which the intereft of her

own
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own debt ihould be charge, and of which the re

mainder ihould go to her ihare of the Imperial 

contribution. It would be propofed, that no ar

ticle ihould at any time be fubjeft in Ireland to 

a higher tax than the fame article paid in Great 

Britain.

The next provifion would be, that any fup- 

plies which ihould remain of this confolidated 

fund, might be applied to local purpofes of im

provement, or to accumulate to form a fund for 

war-contributions : and here his Lordihip ftated a 

difference between the fituation of Great Britain

and Ireland, which required fome confederation.
ê

Great Britain raifed a great proportion of her 

war-expences within the year : this Ifland had 

not ability fo to do : the confequence of which 

was, that Ireland muft, if ihe continued feparate 

or united with Great Britain, get into debt much 

fafter in proportion than Great Britain. By this ar

rangement, her immediate expences being reduc

ed, fhe would be able to appropriate more of her 
revenues to the purpofes of war, and of courfe 

not haften fo much into debt, while by the falu-
tary
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tary operation of the finking fund, it was not im- 
pofllble that at fome period, not very remote, Great 

Britain ihould liquidate fo much of her debt as to 
defcend in point of debt to nearly her proportion 

with refpeft to Iie land ; and if this ihould ever 
occur, it would be right to leave to the United 

Parliament a power of fixing the fame fcale of 

reduced taxation for the United Kingdoms. To 

ihow how much more rapidly Ireland, as a fepa- 

rate kingdom, incurred debt than Great Britain, 

he ftated that at the commencement of the war, 

the debt of Great Britain was to Ireland as twenty- 

. fix to one; it was now thirteen to one.

HisLordihipthenftated, that it was intended to 
make provifion for a certain fum out of the re

venues of Ireland, to be appropriated to thofe 

laudable inftitutions which had annually experi
enced the bounty of the Irifli Parliam ent; fuch 
as the Proteftant Charter Schools, the Dublin 
Society, &c. &c. &c.

To fhew the operation of the proportion of 

feven one-half to one, (the ratio of Britiih

E and
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and Iriih contributions), his Lordihip ftated 

that

The Pcace Eflabliilimcnt of G reat Britain (ex-
cluiive of intereft for debt) was - 5,800,000
T hat of Ireland - -  1,012,000

In  a proportion of 5 3-tourths to one.

T he W ar Eftablifhment o f G reat Britain - 27,000,000
O f Ireland - 3,076,000

almoft nine to one. Taking a mean between 
ihefe proportions it was 8 l-8 tli to 1.

* »
The proportion of years of peace to thofe of 

war, during the prefent century, had been fix 

years of peace to one of war, which produced 

a farther mean of 7 3-4ths to 1 . Nearly 

this was the proportion now propofed 7 1-half 

to 1 .

T o fliew the operation o f this proportion, his 
Lordihip ftated the total Expenditure of Great 

Britain laft year at - - e£32,700,000
T hat o f Ireland - " 5,439,000

Total, (Britiili money) £  38,139,000
According to the proportion of 7 one-half to the

Expenditure of Britain, would have been 33,699,000 
O f Ireland -  - ,  4,442,00Q
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M aking a faving to the Country on the a&ual 
expence of nearly one million fterling, which 

million will, in efFeft, be thrown upon the 

ihoulders of the Britiih Minifter to provide for, 

inftead of giving him any financial advantage by 

the propofed Union.

As to the future Peace Ettabliihment of Ire
land, it could not be expected to be reduced to 
the rate of former Peace Eflfablifhments; the 

moft fanguine expeftant of Irifh tranquillity and 

profpcrity could not hope to return to a Peace 

Eftablifhment of 12,000 troops; perhaps the efti- 

mate of 20,000 would not be too high:

This, with the Increafed Pay o f the Army, would 

raiie the Peace Eilablifhment to - <£ 1,900,000

The Peace Eilabliihment o f G reat Britain was 5,800,000

'W hich, by the Incr'eafrd Pay and Expences, would

be probably raifed to - - 7,500,000

Making, with the Irifh Peace Eflablifliment, the 

whole Peace Eftabliihment of the United King* 

doms, N ine Millions.

O f which, a t the rate o f 7 1-half to 1, Britain 

would have to pay - 7,950,000

IrcIand ’  1,050,000
aving to Ireland on the Peace Eftabliihment - 450,000

e  2 T he
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T he nett Revenue of Ireland, in the lailyear, was 1,850,0001. 

but it would be deceiving the Houfe to reckon upon this as a 

permanent increafe ; the caufes of it were obvious and tem

porary; but the grofs permanent Revenue might 

be taken at 2,300,000

( 28 )

T he charge of Debt - -  - 1,400,000

Peace Eitablifhment - -  1,500,000

2,900,000

T o defray which there was but * « <£2,300,000

So that there was an annual deficiency of 

600,0001. to be provided for under our prefent 
circumltances ; befides that every year of war 
would add at lead 250,0001. for payment of in* 
tereft on loans.

This would be our fituation continuing fepa- 
rate : but from the proofs he had offered it would 

be feen that the propofed Union would give us, 

in aid of our Peace Eftablilhment, half a million, 

and in aid of our W ar Eftabliihment, a million 
annually. Thofe who had a ftake in the happi- 
nefs and interefts of the' Country, would, his 

Lordihip trufted, Coniider feriouily whether ad

vantages



vantages like tliefe ihould be rejeCted without 

'difcuffion, and decided bv wild and fenfclef* 
clamour.

Having Hated the financial part, bis Lordfliip 
proceeded to the

C O M M E R C IA L

part of the fyftem. This, he faid, was not ma

terially different from that fo ably fupported by 

the Speaker, in 1785, excepting that it went 

beyond it in fome points of advantage to Ire
land,

The circumftances of the two Countries at 

this period did not admit of a complete incorpo

ration of commercial interefts, becaufe fome of 
our manufactures were not fufficiently advanced 
to proceed without protecting duties, and the un

equal burthens borne by the Britiih manufactures, 
from their greater fhare of taxation, rendered it 
impracticable to adjuft this part of the fyftem on 
any other principle than that of perfeCt freedom 
of export between the Countries. The only

principles
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principles which could be followed under thefe 
circumftances were, that articles exported to 

Great Britain ihould pay on the import a duty 

equal to the duty paid at home by the BritiOi 
fubjeft on the fame article.

One important article to Ireland, his Lordihip 
mentioned ; it was that of fail-cloth : by the pre-1 

font law of Great Britain, every veffçl failing out i  

of Great Britain, muft, on her firft voyage, have a 

lull fuit of Britifh fail-cloth, and the whole navy 

was now furniihed with Britiih fail: I t was to be ; 
propofed that Iriih fail-cloth ihould be entitled 

to fhare all the advantages and preference th u s} 

fecured to Britain. This, he trailed, confiderins:o
the capacity of Ireland to furniih the article, I 

would prove a new fource of wealth to Ireland.

To effeft the complete Freedom of Export, it 
was intended to propofe, that after .a certain day, 
áll prohibitions, bounties, and drawbacks, (ex

cepting thofe under the Corn Laws) fhould ceafe 

and be at an end; thus fecuring to Ireland for 

ever the advantage of all thofe raw materials

which



which ilie now receives from Great Britain, 

many of which are of the mod urgent neceflity, 
as coals, fait, hops, &c. In  this inftance the 

prefent offer outwent that of 1785 ; for, by the 

propofitions of 85, coals were to have paid a
«

duty ; by this they pay none, and though Great 

Britain raifes a revenue of 5s. 6d. a chaldron on 

her own coals carried coaft-ways, they are to be 

exported to Ireland duty free. By the propo

rtions of 85, wool was withheld from this 
Country, by the jealoufy of the Britiih manu

facturers ; that jealoufy is removed, and the ar- 

cle of wTool was to be exported to this country 
duty free.

As to the Linen Manufacture, much has been 
faid as to the advantages it had received from a 

local Parliament, he denied that the local Par
liament had given it thofe advantages ; it was 

the Britiih Parliament, which by laying a duty of 

331. per cent, on German Linens, and admitting 

Iriih duty free, gave in effeft fo much bounty on 

Irifli Linens as the fame 331. per cent, on Irifli

Linens would nroduce, l

The
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The quantity of Linens imported to Great 

Britain was fitty millions of yards, of which 
thirty-three millions come from Ireland : the 

duty of 33 per cent, on thefe thirty-three mil

lions o f yards, would amount to a million 1 

fterling ; which million, equal almoft to our 
Peace-Eftablifhment, was, in effe£t, raifed on 

the Britiih Confumer, to be paid to the Iriih 

Linen-Merchant.

But it had been urged, that this bounty 

was in confequcnce of a compact, by which 
the Iriih Parliament gave up the Woollen, in 
confideration of the Linen, Manufacture. It 

was a compaft of a very iingular kind, by
1

which the Britifh Parliament ihould give up 

an annual million fterling, in return for a trade 

whofe utmoft grofs produce to Ireland was 

never more than 600,0001.— Be this as it might, 

Ireland was, by the prefent propofal, put in 
full poiTeffion of both parts of the compaft;«
the Bounty would be continued, and fhe had 
an unlimited fliare in the Woollen-Manufafture, 

with the advantage of importing the raw ma- 
3 terial,
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têrial, from Britain, duty free, I t was not in

tended  to continue any Duties on Import be

tween the Countries, excepting thofe which 

were in the nature of Prote&ing-Duties 3 and, 
as Prote£ting-Duties had for their purpofe to 

affift infant and growing Manufactures, he would 
propofe that, as they might, if rendered per

petual, become injurious inftead of ufeful, it 
ihould be left to the Imperial Parliament to 

lower or regulate them, on this principle, at the 
fend of twenty years.

The next Article went to eitabliih the pro

portion of the Countervailing-Duties, to be 
fettled on the fame principles.

The two next Refolutions went merely to 
eftablifh this principle : that Foreign Produce, 

paffing through either Country into the other, 

ihould be admitted as if imported direéily from 
the place of its growth or manufacture. This 

his Lordihip confidered as an advantage of the 
very higheit importance to Ireland, whofe fitua-

f  t i o n
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tion adapted it, fo much better than Great Bri

tain, for the admiifion of fuch goods, and their 

tranfmiffion to other Countries, thus avoiding 

the tedious and dangerous navigation of the 

narrow feas : and when it was confidered, that 

the Re-export-Trade of Britain amounted to 

fourteen millions fterling annually, it would be 
admitted that the profpeft of advantage, from 

this part of the Syftem, was well worth the 

attention of this Country.

The natural confequénce of this part o f the 
Arrangement muft be, that one or two Ports of 

Ireland ihould be allowed to import Foreign 
Goods, free of duty, to be bonded until time 

for re-exportation : and here his Lordfhip afked, 

Whether the Cities of D u b l i n  and C o r k  

were likely to fuffer by thofe regulations which 

would open to them fuch profpefts of com

mercial Wealth and Profpe-rity ? l i e  then pro
ceeded to ihcw the advantages which the 

Provifion-Trade of this Country would derive 
from the propofed Svftem.



Upon the regulation of the Duties between 
the two Countries, it would appear, that by 
Ireland giving up 76,0001. of Duties, and Bri
tain giving up 83,0001. of iimilar Duties, the 

advantage would be decidedly on the part of 

Ireland,— This is but a brief abftraft of the 

commercial detail of his Lordihip’s Speech, 

which he concluded by faying, that he truited 

it would appear to the Country found in the 

principle on which it proceeded, and juft in 

the detail.

* His Lordihip then proceeded to that part 

of the Arrangement which affefted the

C H U R C H  E S T A B L IS H M E N T .

The prefent Church Eftabliihment of Ireland* 

as long as it continued feparatç from that of 

Great Britain, could never hope to defend it- 

felf againft the perpetual attacks made upon 

it upon local grounds, and againft the popular 

axgijment of phyiical force 3 there appeared to

F ? him



him rlo poffibility of giving it fecurity In any 

other way than by a complete Incorporation 

with that of Great Britain : by thefe means, it 
would be fecured on fuch a ftrong and natural 

foundation, that we might hope to fee a poffi- 

bility of terminating thefe unhappy circum- 

ftances, which have, in a great meafure, arifen 
from the feparation of the Iriih from its ob
vious prote&ion, the Church Eftabliihment of 
England.

While the prefent fyftem continued, and 

while it continued likely that various perfons 
might be called to the Councils of Great Bri

tain, fo long would this Country be liable to 

the operation of various politics ; one Minifter 

might wiih to uphold the prefent Eftabliih
ment, and another the fyftem of Exclufion, as 

the beft bond of Connexion: another might 

wiih to throw himfelf upon the population of 

the Conutry, and to open the Eftabliihment to 
every claimant. Under fuch a courfe of Po
licy the Country could not hope for quiet: 

the Pr«teftant, as long as the Eftabliihment re

mained
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rnained feparate, and was to be defended on 

local grounds, would feel himfejf infecure, and, 

of courfe, look with jealoufy upon thç Catholic 

the Catholic, relying on the argument of phy- 

fical force, would endeavour to ailert his claims 

againft the eftabliihment of a M inority; and 

there appeared no hope of a termination to 

diftruft, jealoufy, and alarm-

But the Eftabliihment being incorporated, the 

Proteftant would feel himfelf fupported on the 

broad bafis of an Imperial Eftabhfhment, where 

his property would have due weight, and the 

mafs of population would include him. The 
caufe of diftruft being removed, the claims of 

the Catholic might be temperately heard, and 
calmly difcuffed, beforç an impartial Tribunal, 

an Imperial Parliament ; who would decide on 
the Queftion, diverted of thofe local circum- 

ftances which ferved to irritate and inflame.

I t  had been faid, that the Popiih Clergy had 

been bribed to fupport this Meafure : he trufted, 

however, that hç would be believed when he 

^  affured



aiïUred the Iloufe, that the Meafure of pro

viding for them and the Diffenting Clergy, had 
long been in contemplation, before the Queftion

of Union camé into agitation. As to Bribery,
•  »  »  .  _

he could not help faying, that this Meafure

of Union appeared to him the mod compre-
henfive fyftem of bribery he had ever know n;

it bribed the whole community of Ireland, by

embracing them within the pale of Britiih

Commerce and Conftitution ; it was a bribe

the moil comprehenfive a Minifter could devife.
One fet of people would, he knew, not receive

it as a bribe.: they called themfelves the Lovers

of Liberty ; but it was fuch Liberty as nothing
but an abdication of the Britiih Conftitution

could gratify ; and this was a bribe he was

not prepared to offer. —  As to

R E PR E SE N T A T IO N .

He would not enter into argument with thofe 

who thought nothing but a Majority, or at leaft 
an Equality of Reprefentation could fqcure

. thes
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the interefts of Ireland in the Imperial Parlia

ment. \V ith fuch men, it availed nothing tij 

argue, that thefe interefts were not defigned 
to be perpetually diftinft ; their dodrine went 

to prove that feparate Parliaments, and per

petual hoftility between them, could -alone 

ferve the interefts of Ireland. The propofition 
on this fubjeft proceeded on the fame prin

ciple with that adopted in Scotland, that, after 

Incorporation, the feparate interefts became one 

common intereft, and that the proportion tq be 
taken is in the ratio of the wealth and po

pulation of each Country. The population of 

Ireland was called four millions, that of Great 

Britain ten millions ; more than two to one. 

Two to one population, five and a half to one 

contribution, gives a medium of about five to 
one : fo that to the Britiih Iloufe of Com

mons of 558, it was propofed to add 100 
Iriih Members.

To the Peers in the proportion of 32, viz. 
4 Biihops, and 2S Temporal Peers; but as, 

by the Scotch Union, there were already 16

eleftive
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-fele&ive Peers, determinable 011 cach Parlia

ment, it was propofedj as more confonant to 

the CottftitUtion of the Peerage, to make the 

32 Iriih Peers, when elefted, Peers of Par* 
liament for life. Thofe Engliih Commoners, 

who had accepted Iriih titles* were to be 

permitted to continue to fit as Commoners, on 
waving their privilege as Peers of Ireland* 

As to the reprefentation of the Commons, it 

was propofed to ftrengthen the popular part 

of the Reprefentation. In Scotland, 45 M em 

bers were- returned,—*30 for Counties, 13 for
%r

Cities and Boroughs. The Iriih Counties would 

remain as they were, returning 64 Iriih M em 

bers, fo that 36 would remain for Cities and 
Boroughs. Of thefe 108 now fent Members 

to Parliament : two ways offered of reducing 
their number'; one by claffing a number to

gether to return one Member, the other 

by taking away the privilege of returning 

Members from the greater number of them ; 

the latter, from the experience of the former 
mode in Scotland, he would be inclined to 
prefer.

D u b l i n
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D u b l i n  and C ork to return two each, as at 

prefent ; the Univeriity one, and thirty-one other 
Borough Towns, to be eltimated as to wealth 
and population, by the returns of Window-Tax 

and Hearth-Money, to return one each.

I t  mud occur to the Houfe, that for the great 

number of Boroughs to be thus disfranchifed, it 
would be neceffary to adopt a meafure of com- 
penfation to thofe individuals who fhould be in

jured by this arrangement.

By this plan he trufted a great Queftion, which 
had long agitated this Country— that of Parlia
mentary Reform, would be fet quietly at reft for 
ever. The principle of the plan was a Reform 
of the moil popular kind ; indeed it might be 
obje&ed that it was too popular 3 but this would 

be anfwered by admitting that for a feparate Le- 

giilature m Ireland it would be very dangerous^ 

though checked as it would be by great counter

vailing principles, it could do no injury in an 
Imperial Parliament. Parliamentary Reform had 
been a favourite object with him, until it was

g mads
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made part of a new queftion, and to him appear
ed on a new principle ; upon this ground hé had 

given it up hitherto. In  the plan he now offer

ed, it would be carried into full effe£t without 
the danger. His Lordihip then mentioned fome 

regulations to be adopted refpefting trials of 

eontefted ele&ions ; on this ground that quei- 
tions of fa£t were to be tried in Ireland, and 
queflions of law before a  commitee of the Im 
perial Parliament. The removal of the appel

lant jurifdiction would form a neceffary confe

r e n c e  of the removal of the Houfe of Peers.

A nd having thus gone through the outline of 

the plan, his Lordihip faid, he trulted he had 
ftated enough to ihew, that the propofal was 

fuch an one as it was honeft in Great Britain to- 
make, and honourable for Ireland to accept -y 

one which would remove thofe anomalies from 
the Executive, to which it was perpetually lia

ble ; one which would relieve the apprehenfions 

of thofe who feared, that Ireland ihould be 
faddled with the expences of Great Britain, by

eftabli flung a juft and fair principle of taxation
from
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frorn one which goes to difcharge Ireland of the 

payment c f  one million of money in war, and 

ha lf  a million in peace, and which would place 

Ireland in fuch circumftances as would enable 
us to look at our fituation with fatisfa&ion, by 

making the Church Eilabliihments one, and con- 

folidating the Legifiatures of the Empire- All 

prefent apprehenfions would be quieted, and fu

ture peace fecured ; the great Queftion which has 

agitated Ireland would be put upon the broad 

principles of Imperial policy, and diveiled of 

local prejudices, would be deliberately and ma

turely weighed, and fuch a reprefentation would 

be eftabliihed for the Country as ihould give the 

nation fuch an interefi in it, as to lay aileep for 

ever the dreadful queftion of Parliamentary R e 

form, which, a£ting upon the religious divifions 

o f the Country, had produced fuch calamities to 

Ireland.

Raih, indeed, would be the man who could 

fay, the dangers which we have feen were en
tirely paft. W e had made great progrefs to

wards fecurity, and it would become the ferious
g 2 confideratioii
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coniideration of Gentlemen to refieft, that we 

owed that fecurity to the firmnefs of charafter, 
the fteadinefs of mind, and the calm undifturbed 
fagacity of the very man who now propofed this 

meafure, that to his conflancy at all times, and 
under the moil tremendous dangers, we owed 

the fecurity in which we flood : W e could not 

hope that fuch a man, with fuch a mind, could 
be always found to guide the Britiih Councils. 

W e ihould feize the advantages offered to us. 
This was the moment to ftrengthen the Iriih 

Conftitution, by blending it with that of the great 
and powerful Empire of Great Britain ; and I  

truft, faid his Lordihip, that if, at any future 

day, the enemies of Britain, and of mankind, 

ihould again be let loofe tô afflia the focial 

world, that Ireland will be in fuch a com

manding fituation, as to bear in concert with 
the magnanimous Empire of Great Britain, the 

glorious taik of again defending and reftoring the 
liberties of Europe.
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Iíis  Lordthip then faid, It was his intention 

to move, to have the papers which he had laid 

before the Houfe printed and circulated.

The following areD

T H E  R E SO L U T IO N S:

That in order to promote and fecure the eflen- 

tial intereft of Great Britain- and Ireland, and to 

confolidate the ftrength, powTer, and refources, 
of the Britifh Empire, it will be advifeable to 

concur in fuch meafures as may bell tend to 

unite the two kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland into one kingdom, in fuch manner, 

and on fuch terms and conditions, as may 

be eftabliihed by the A£is of the refpe£tive 
Parliaments of Great Britain and Ireland.

A r t .  1.— Refolved, That for the purpofe of 

eftabliihing an Union upon the bafis ftated in the 
Refolutions of the two Houfes of Parliament of 
Great Britain, communicated by his Majefty’s 

command in the MeiTage fent to this Houfe by

his.
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his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, it would, be 
fit to propofe, as the firft article of Union, that the 

Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland ihall, 

upon the 1 ft day of January, which ihall be in 
the Year of Our Lord 1801, and for ever after, be 

United into one Kingdom, by the name of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and that the Royal Style and Titles appertaining 

to the Imperial Crown of the faid United King

dom and its dependencies, and alfo the Enfigns 

Armorial, Flags, and Banners thereof, fhall be 

fuch as his Majefty, by his Royal Proclamation, 

under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, 

ill all be pleafed to appoint.

A r t .  2 .— Refolved, That for the fame pur- 
pofe it would be fit to propofe, that the fucceflion 

to the Imperial Crown of the faid United King
dom, and of the dominions thereunto belonging, 
fhall continue limited and fettled in the fame 

manner as the fucceffion of the Imperial Crown 

of the faid Kingdoms of Great Britain and 

Ireland now ftands limited and fettled, according 

to the exifting Laws, and to the terms of the 

Union between England and Scotland.
A r t .
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A r t .  3 .— Refolved, T hat for the fame pur- 

pofe it would be fit to propofe, that the faid 

United Kingdom be reprefented in one and the 

fame Parliament, to be ftyled The Parliament 

of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland.

A r t .  4.— Refolved, That for the fame pur- 
pofe it would be fit to propofe, that of the Peers 

of Ireland at the time of the Union, four Spiritual 

Lords, by rotation of feffions, and twenty-eight 
Temporal Peers for life, ihall be the number to 
fit and vote in the Houfe of Lords, and one 

hundred Commoners (viz. two for each County 
of Ireland, two for the City of Dublin, two 

for the City of Cork, and one for each of the 
thirty-two mort confiderable Cities, Towns, and 

Boroughs) be the number of Reprefentatives of 
Ireland in the Iloufe of Commons of the Parlia
ment of the United Kingdom ; that for the 

fame purpofe fueh a&s lhall be pailed by the 

Parliament of Ireland previous to the Union, to 

regulate the mode by which the Spiritual Lords 
and Temporal Peers, and the Commoners to

ferve



ierve in the Parliament of the United Kingdom, 

on the part of Ireland, ihall be fummoned or re

turned to the faid Parliament, fhall be confidered 

as forming part of the Union, and ihall be incor
porated in the a£ts of the refpe&ive Parliaments 

by which the faid Union fhall be ratified and 

eitabliihed. That all queftions touching the 
Election of Peers of Ireland, to fit in the Parlia

ment of the United Kingdom, ihall be decided 
by the Houfe of Lords thereof ; and whenever 

there (hall be an equality of votes in the Election 

of Peers, the names of fuch Peers who have an 

equal number of votes in their favour, ihall be 
written on pieces of paper of a fimilar form, and 

ihall be put into a glafs by the Clerk of the Par
liament, at the table of the Houfe of Lords, 

whilft the Houfe is fitting ; and the Peer, whofe 
name ihall be firft drawn out by the Clerk of the 

Parliament, ihall be deemed the Peer elefted. 

That any Peer of Ireland ihall be capable of 
being ele£ted as a Reprefentative for any County, 

City, or Borough of Great Britain, in the Houfe 

of Commons of the United Kingdom, provided 
that fo long as fuch Peer of Ireland ihall ferve 

3 >
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( «> )ift the Houfe of Commons, he ihall not be capa
ble of being elefted to ferve as a Peer on the 

part of Ireland, or be qualified to vote at the 
Election of any Peer, and that he ihall be liable 
to be tried as a Commoner.

That it fhall be lawful for his Majefty, his 

heirs, and fucceffors, to create Peers of that 

part of the united kingdom called Ireland, and 

to make promotions in the Peerage thereof after 

the Union, provided the number of Peers ihalJ 

not by fuch creation at any time be encreafed be

yond the number exiiting on the faid firft day of 
January, 1801; and if any Peerage ihall at 

any time be in abeyance, fuch Peerage ihall be 

deemed and taken as an exiiting Peerage, and no 

Peerage fhall be deemed extinftunlefs on default of 

claimants tó the inheritance of fuch Peerage for the 

fpace of one year from the death of the perfon who 

ihall have been lait pofleffed thereof; and ifno claim 

ihall be made to the inheritance to fuch Peerage 
in fuch form and manner as may from time to 

time be prefcribcd by the Houfe of Lords of the 
united kingdom before the expiration of the faid 
period of a year, then, and in that cafe, fuch

h Peerage



Peerage (hall be deemed extinft, and a new Peer 

may be created, provided that nothing herein 

fhall exclude any pcrfon from afterwards putting 

in a claim to the Peerage, fo deemed extinft ÿ 

and if fuch claim ihall be made good, no Peer 

ihall be created to fupply the place of the next 
Peerage which may be deemed extinft, after fuch 
claim being made good and eftablifhed.

T hat all queftions touching the eleftion of 
Members to fit on the part of Ireland in the 

Houfe of Commons of the united kingdom* 

iliall be decided in the fame manner as queftions 

touching elections on the part of Great Britain 

now are, or at any time hereafter fhall by law’ 
be decided, fubjeft neverthelefs to fuch parti

cular regulations in refpe£t to Ireland, as from 

local circumilances the Parliament of the faid 

■united kingdom may from time to time deem ex
pedient.

That all qualifications as to property which 
are or fhall be required by law of the Members 

ele&ed on the part of England by counties, cities*
I  I  ,

or
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or boroughs, refpeftively, to fit in the Houfe of 
Commons of the united kingdoms, ihall be re

quired of the M embers to be hereafter elefted 

to fit therein on the part of Ireland for places of % 
like defcription.

That when his Majefty, his heirs, or fucceffors, 
ihall declare his, her, or their, pleafure for hold

ing the firft or any fubfequent Parliament of the 

united kingdom, a proclamation do iffue under 

the Great Seal of the united kingdom, to caufe 

the four Spiritual Lords and twenty-eight T em 

poral Peers, and one hundred Commoners who 

arc to ferve in the Parliament thereof on the part 

of Ireland, to be returned in fuch manner as by 

an aft of this prefent feffion of the Parliament is 
or ihall be fettled ; and that if his Majefty, on or 
before the ill day of January, 1801, on which 

day the Union is to take place, ihall declare, 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, that it is 

expedient that the Lords of Parliament of Great 
Britain, and Commons of the prefent Parliament 

of Great Britain, ihould be the M embers of the 

rcfpective Houfes of the firft Parliament of the

h 2 united
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united kingdom, for and on the part of Great 
Britain ; then the faid Lords of Parliament of 

Great Britain, (hall be the Members of the re- 

fpeStiv'e ■ Houfes of the firft Parliament thereof, 

for and upon the part of Great Britain. And his 

Majefty may, by his Royal Proclamation, under 

the Great Seal of Great Britain, appoint the faid 
firft Parliament of the united kingdoms of Great 

Britain and Ireland, to meet at fuch a time and 

plaóé as his Majefty ihall think fit, and the four 

Spiritual Peers and twenty-eight Temporal Peers, 
and one hundred Commoners, who ihall have 

been returned or elefted to fit in the firft Parlia
ment of the united kingdom, in the event of fuch 

Proclamation being iifued as aforefaid, in the 

manner which ihall be prefcribed by an aft of 

the prefent Seflion of the Parliament of Ireland, 

for regulating the mode by which the Spiritual 

Lords and Temporal Peers and the Commons to 

ferve in the Parliament of the united kingdom on 

the part of Ireland, ihall be fummoned or re
turned to the faid Parliament, ihall be the M em 

bers of the refpe&ive Houfes of the firft Parlia- 

mcnt of the united kingdom on the part of Ire-
I

land*
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land: and the Lords of Parliament of Great 

Brit; n, and the four Spiritual Lords, and twenty*- 
eight Temporal Peers of Ireland being fummoned 

and returned as herein-before provided, and the' 

M embers of the HoufeofCommonsofthefaid Par
liament of Great Britain, and the hundred M em 

bers for Ireland, fuch hundred M embers beiiur* o
elected and returned as herein-before' provided, 

fhall affemble and meet refpe&ively in their re- 
fpeftive Houfes of the Parliament of the united 

kingdom, at fuch time and place as ihall be fo 

appointed by his Majefty, and ill all be the two 

Houfes of the firft Parliament of the united king

dom of Great Britain and Ireland ; and that Par

liament may continue for fuch time only as the 
prefent Parliament of Great Britain might have 

continued, if the Union of the two Kingdoms 

had not been ma:le, unlefs fooner diifolved by 

his Majefty : and that every one of the Lords of 

Parliament of the United Kingdom, and every 

M em ber of the Iloufe of Commons of the 

United Kingdom in the firft and all fucccdino- 

Parliaments, ihall take the oaths, and make and 

fubferibe the declarations which are at prefent by

law

-
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law enjoined to be taken, and made, and fub- 

fcribed by the Lords and Commons of the Par

liament of Great Britain, until the Parliament of 

the United Kingdom (hall provide otherwife, 

that the faid four Spiritual Lords to fit in rotation 

of Seffions, and the faid twenty-eight Temporal 

Peers to fit for life in the Iioufe of Lords of the 

Parliament of the United Kingdom, ihall have all 

privileges of Parliament, which the Spiritual and 

Temporal Peers of Great Britain refpe&ively 

now have, and which they or any Spiritual 

or Temporal Peer after the Union may enjoy ; 

and the faid four Spiritual Lords and twenty-eight 

Temporal Peers ihall have the fame right of fitting 

upon the trial of Peers as any other Spiritual Lords 

or Temporal Peers may enjoy ; and in the cafe of 

the trial of any Peer during the adjournment or 

prorogation of Parliament, the faid twenty-eight 

i emporal Peers ihall be fummoned in like man

ner, and have the fame powers and privileges at 
luch trial as any other Spiritual Lords or Tempo

ral Peers of the United Kingdom : and that all 

Spiritual Lords of Ireland, and their fucceffors, 

ihall have rank and precedency next and imme

diately after the Spiritual Lords of the fame rank

and
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and degree of Great Britain ; and that all 

Temporal Peers of Ireland ihall, from and after 

the Union, have rank and precedency next 

and immediately after the Peers of the like 

orders and degrees in Great Britain, at the 

time of the Union, and before the Peers of 

Great Britain, who may be created after 

the Union, and ihall be tried as Peers of Great 

Britain, and ihall enjoy all privileges o f 

Peers fully as the Peers of England do now, or 

as any other Peers of Great Britain may here

after enjoy the fame ; the right and privilege of 

fitting in the Iloufe of Lord, and the privileges 

depending thereon, and particularly the right of 

fitting on the trial of Peers, excepted ; and that 

all Peers for that part of the United Kingdom 

called Ireland, created after the Union, ihall 

have rank and precedency among the Peêrs of 

the United Kingdom, according to the dates of 

their creation, and enjoy all the privileges which 

may be enjoyed by the Peers of Ireland as herein
above fpecified and declared.

( 55 )

A r t .  5 .— Refolved, That for the fame pur- 
pofe it would be fit to propofe, that the Churches
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of that paît of Great Britain called England, and 

of Ireland, ihall be united into one Church, and 

the Archbiihops, Biihops, Priefts, &c. of the 

Churches of England and Ireland, ihall from time 

to time be fummoned to, and entitled to fit in 
Convocation of the United Church, in like man
ner, and fubje£t to the fame regulations as are 

at prefent by law eitabliihed with refpcft to the 

like orders of the Church of England ; and the 

doftrine, worihip, difcipline, and government of 

the faid United Church Ihall be preferved as now 

by law eitabliihed for the Church of England; 
and the do£trine, worihip, difcipline, and 

government of the Church of Scotland, ihall 

likewife be preferved as now by law cfiabliihed 
for the Church of Scotland.

A r t . 6. Refolved, lft, That for the fame 

purpofe it would be fit to propofe, that his Ma- 

jefty’s fubjefts of Great Britain and Ireland ihall, 
from and after the lit day of January, 1801, be- 

entitled to the fame privileges, and be on the 

fame footing as to encouragement and bounties 
on the like articles being the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of either kingdom refpc£tively and

generally
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generally, in refpeft of trade and navigation, in 
all parts and places of the united kingdom, and 

its dependencies- And that in all treaties mad? 
by his Alajefty, his heirs, and fucceiïors, with any 

foreign power, his Majefty’s fubjefts of Ireland 
ihall have the fame privileges, and be on the fame 

footing as his Majefty’s fubjefts of Great Britain.

2 , That from the faid firit day of January, 

1801, all prohibitions and bounties on the ex
port of articles, the growth, produce, or manu- 

tafture of either country to the other ihall ceafe 
and determine; and that the faid articles fhall 

thenceforth be exported from one country to the 
other without duty or bounty on fuch export.

3. That all articles the growth, produce, or 

manufafture of either kingdom, (not herein after 

enumerated as fubjeft to fpecific duties) fhal! 

from henceforth be imported into each country 

from the other free from duty, other than fuch 
countervailing duty as is fpecific in the Schedule 
No. 1 . annexed to this article ? and that the. ar 
ticles herein-after enumerated iball be fubjecl-, 
for the period of twenty years from the Union,
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or importation into each country from the other, 

to the duties fpecified in the Schedule No. 2, 
annexed to this article, viz. Apparel, Brafs—  

wrought, Cabinet Ware, Coaches, Copper— 
wrought, Cotton, Glafs, Haberdaihery, Hats, 

Hardware, Lace—Gold and Silver, Millinery, 

Paper— ftained, Pottery, Sadlery, Silk manufac

ture, Steel, Stockings, and that the Woollen 

Manufactures ihall pay, on importation into each 

country, the duties now payable on importation 
into Ireland.

Salt and Hops, on importation intoTreland ; 

and Coals, on importation, to be fubjeft to the 
lame burdens to wThich they are now fubjeft.

4. That any articles of the growth, produce, 

or manufafture of either country, which are, or 
may be fubjeft to internal duty, or to duty on 

the materials of which they are compofed, may 
be made fubjeft, on their importation into each 
country refpeftively from the other, to fuch 
countervailing duty, as ihall appear to be juft 

and reafonable in refpeft of fuch internal duty, 

or to duty on the materials : and that for the faid 
12 purpofes
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purpofes the articles fpecified in the faid Schedule 

No. 1 . fhould, upon importation into Ireland, 
be fubjcéï to the duty fet forth herein, liable to 

to be taken off, diminiflied, or encreafed, in the 

manner herein fpecified ; and that upon the like 

export of the like articles from each country 
to the other refpectively, a drawback ihall be 

given equal in amount to the countervailing duty 

payable on the articles herein before fpecified on 

the import into the fame country from the other; 
and that in like manner, in future, it ihall ba 

competent to the united Parliament, to impofe 

any new or additional countervailing duties, or 
to take off or diminilh fuch exifting countervail

ing duties as may appear, on like principles, to 

be juft and reafonable in refpeft of any future or 

additional internal duty on any article of the 

growth, produce, or manufafture of either 

country ; or if any new or additional duty on 
any materials of which fuch article may be com- 
pofed, or of any abatement of the fame ; and 

that when any fuch new or additional counter
vailing duty fhall be fo impofed on the import of 
any article into either country from the other, a

i 2 draw-
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drawback, equal in amount to fuch countervail
ing duty, ihall be given in like manner on the 

export of every fuch article refpeâively from the 
fame country.

5. That all articles, the growth, produce, or

manufacture of.either kingdom, when exported 

into the other, ihall in all cafes be exported fub* 
je£t to the fame charges as if they had been ex
ported directly from the country of which they 

were the growth, produce, or manufa&ure. j

6 . That all duty charged on the import of 
foreign or colonial goods into either country, i 
ihall, on their export to the other, be either 

drawn back, or the amount^ if any be retained 
iTiall be placed to the credit of the. country to > 
which they ihall be fo exported, fo long as the 1 

general expences of the empire ihall be defrayed

by proportional contribution^ ; provided nothing 1

herein ihall extend to take away anyduty, bounty, I 

or prohibition which exift with refpeft to corn, \ 
meal, malt, flour, and bifcuit, but that the fame j 
may be regulated, varied, or repealed, from time 1

to
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to time, as the united Parliament ihall deem ex
pedient.

A r t .  7 .’— Refolved, T hat for the fame pur- 

pofe it would be fit to propofe, that the charge 
arifing from the payment of the intereftor finking 

rund for the reduftion of the principal of the 

debt incurred in either kingdom before the Union, 
ihall continue to be feparately defrayed by Great 

Britain and Ireland refpe&ively.

That for the fpace of twenty years after the 

U nion ihall take place, the contribution of Great 

Britain and Ireland refpeftively towards the ex
penditure of the united kingdom in each year, 

fhall be defrayed in the proportion of fifteen 
parts for Great Britain, and two parts for Ire
land. That at the expiration of the faid twenty 
years, the future expenditure of the united king
doms, other than the intereft and charges of the 
debt incurred before the Union, ihall be de
frayed in fuch proportion as the united Parlia

ment ihall deem juft and rcafonable, upon a 
comparifon of the real value of the exports and

imports
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imports of the refpeftive countries, upon an 
average of the three years next preceding the 

period of revifion, or on a companion of the 

value of the quantities of the following articles 

ionfumed within the fefpective countries on a 

fimilaf average, viz. Beer, Spirits, Sugar, Wine, 

Tea, Tobacco, M alt, Salt, and Leather, or ac

cording to the aggregate proportion refulting 
from both thofe confiderations combined, or on 

a companion ot the amount of the income in 

each country, eftimatcd from the produce for the 

fame period, of a general tax, if fuch ihall have 

been impofed, on the fame defcriptions of income 
in both countries, and that the Parliament of the 

united kingdom fhall afterwards proceed in like 
nanner to revife and fix faid proportions accord- 
ingto the fame rules, or any of them, at periods not 

more diftant than twenty years, nor lefs than 

feven years, from each other, Unlefs previous to 

any fuch period, but fubfequent to the lit of Jan . 

18'21, the united Parliament ihall have declared, 
as herein-after provided, that the general ex- 

pences of the empire ihall be defrayed indifefi-

minately
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minately by equal taxes impofed on the like ar

ticles in both countries.

That for the defraying the faid expences ac

cording to the rules above laid down, the re» 

venues of Ireland (hall hereafter conftitute a con- 

folidated fund upon which charges equal to the 

jntereil of her debt and finking fund, ihall in 
the firft inilance be charged, and the remainder 

ihall be applied towards defraying the propor

tion of the general expence of the united king

dom to which Ireland m aybe liable in each year,

That the proportion of contribution to which 

Great Britain and Ireland will by thefe articles be 

liable, ihall be raifed by fuch taxes in each king

dom refpeftively, as the Parliament of the United 

Kingdom ihall, from time to time, deem fit : pro
vided always, that in regulating the taxes in each 

country by which their refpeûive proportion 

ihall be levied, no article ihall be liable to be 
taxes to any amount exceeding that which will 

be thereafter payable in England on the like ar
ticle.

That
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That if at the end of any year any furplus 

frail accrue from the revenues of Ireland, after 
defraying the intereft, finking fund, and propor

tioned contribution and feparate charges to which 
the faid country is liable, either taxes ihall be 
taken off to the amount of fuch furplus, or the 

furplus ihall be applied by the united Parlia

ment to local purpofes in Ireland, or to make 
good any deficiency which may arife in her re

venues in time of peace, or be inverted by the 

Commiflioners of the National Debt of Ireland, in 
the Funds, to accumulate for the benefit of Ireland, 

at compound intereft, in cafe of her contribu

tion in time of war, provided the furplus fo to 

accumulate lha'l at no future period be fuffered 
to exceed the fum of five millions.

That all monies hereafter to be raifed by loan, 
in peace or in war, for the fervice of the united 
kingdom, by the Parliament thereof, ihall be ] 
eonfidered to be a joint debt, and the charges |  
thereof ihall be borne by the refpe£tive countries j 
in the proportion of their refpeftive contribu
tions : Provided that if at any time in raifing \  

the refpeftive contributions hereby fixed for each 1

kingdom
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kingdom, the Parliament of the united kingdom 
fhall judge it fit to raife a greater proportion of 

fuch refpe&ive contribution in one kingdom 

within the year than in the other, or to fet apart 

a greater proportion of finking fund for the li

quidation of the whole, or any part of the loan 

raifed on account of the one country, than of 
that raifed on account of the other country, then

J  *

fuch part of the faid loan, for the liquidation of 

which different provifions have been made for 

the refpective countries, ihall be kept diftin£t, 

and ill all be borne by each feparately, and only 

that part of the faid loan be deemed joint and 

common, for the reduction of which the refpec

tive countries ihall have made provifion in the 

proportion of their refpeffive contributions.

I f  at any future day the feparate debts of each 

kingdom refpectively ihall have been liquidated, 

or the values of their refpeftive debts (eitimated 

according to the amount of the intereft and an

nuities attending the fame, of the finking fund 

applicable to the reduction thereof, and the ' 
period within which the whole capital of fuch

K debt



debt fhall appear to be redeemable by fuch 

Sinking Fund) ihall be to each other in the fame 

proportion with the refpe&ive contributions of 
each kingdom refpettively, or where the amount 

by which the value of the larger of fuch debts 

fhall vary from fuch proportion, ihall not exceed 

one-hundredth part of the faid value ; and if it 

fhall appear to the United Parliament, that the 

refpective circumftances of the two countries, 

will thenceforth admit of their contributing in- 

difcriminately, by the equal Taxes impofed on 

the fame articles in each country, and thence

forth, from time to time, as circumilances may 

require, to impofe and apply fuch Taxes ac

cordingly, fubjeft only to fuch particular ex

emptions or abatements in Ireland, as that part 

o f .G rea t Britain called Scotland, as circum

ilances may appear from time to time to demand ; 

that from the period of fuch declaration it ihall 

no longer be neceifary to regulate the contribu

tion of the two Countries towards the future <*e- 

neral cxpences, according to any fpecific pro
portion, or according to any of the rules herein 

before prefcribed ; provided neverthelefs, that

the
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the intereft or charges which may remain on ac

count of any part of the feparate debt with which 

either Country is chargeable, and which fhall 

not be liquidated or confolidated proportionablv 

as above, ihall, until extinguiihed, continue to 

be defrayed by feparate taxes in each Country.

A r t .  8 . Refolved, ih a t ,  for the fame pur* 

pofe, it would be fit to propofe, that all Laws 

in foice, at the time of the Union, and all the 

Courts of Civil and Ecclefiaftical Jurifdiftion, 

within the refpeâive Kingdoms, ihall remain, 

as now by Law  eftabliihed, within the fame, - 

fubjeft only to fuch Alterations or Regulations, 

from time to time, as circumftances may ap

pear, to the Parliament of the United Kingdom, 

to require ; provided that all Writs of Error 

and Appeals which may at prefent finally be 
decided by the Houfe of Lords, of the United 

Kingdom ; and provided, that, from and after 

the Union, all Admiralty-Jurifdiaions be under 

tne Lord H igh Admiral, or Commiffioners, of 

the Admiralty of the United Kingdom ; and 
that all Laws, at prefent in force, in either

K 2 King-
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Kingdom, which ihall be contrary to any of 

the Provifions which may be enafted, by any 

A ft  for carrying thefe Articles into effect, be, 

from and after the Union, repealed.

SC H E D U L E , No. l .

O f the Articles to be charged, with Coun- 

tervailing-Duties, upon Importation into Great 

Britain and Ireland, refpeftively, according to 

the 6th Article of Union, to which this Sche
dule is annexed.

Articles to be charged with a Countervailing-Duty
in Great Britain :

Beer, Bricks and Tiles, Candles, Soap, Cord

age, Printed-Cottons, Cider, Glafs, Leather, j 
I aper ftained, Silk, Spirits, Starch, Sugar— re
fined, Sweets, Tobacco.

A; ticles to be charged with a Countervailing-Duty '
in Ireland:

Beer, Glafs, Leather, Paper— itained, Silk, 
Spirits, Sugar— refined, Sweets, Tobacco.

SCHE-

i



S C H E D U L E , No. 2 .

O t the Articles to be charged, with the 

Duties fpecified, upon Importation into Great 

Britain and Ireland, refpe£tively, according, to 

the 6th Article of Union, to which this Sche
dule is annexed.

Apparel, Brafs— wrought, Cabine t-Ware,

Coaches, Copper— wrought, Cotton, Glafs, 

Haberdaihery, Hats, Hard-W are, Lace— Gold 

and Silver, Millinery, Paper— ftained, Pottery, 

Sadlery and other manufactured Leather, Silk- 

Manu£a£tures, Steel, Stockings: 10 per Cent,

on the true value.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

1. O P E E C H  of the^ R ight H on . W i l l i a m  P i t t , in 
^ j)  the H oufe o f  Commons^ T hurfday, January  31 ft 

17 9 9 , on offering to the H qufe the Refolutions w hich  he 
propofed as the Bafis o f  an U n i o n  between G reat Britain 
and Ireland. E i g h t h  E d i t i o n . Pr ice is . 6d.

2 Sp e e c h  o f  the R ight H on . H e n r y  D u n d a s , in 
the H oufe o f C om m ons, 1 hurfday, February 7 th , 1799 
on  the fubjeci o f the L e g i s l a t i v e  U n i o n  w ith  Ireland! 
I h i r d  E d i t i o n . Price I s.

3. S p e e c h  of the Right Hon. H e n r y  A d d i n g t o n ,
.Speaker o f the H oufe o f C om m ons, on the 12th Fe
bruary, 1199, in the Com m ittee of the w hole Houfe, to 
w hom  his M ajefty s m oft gracious Meffage o f the 22d 
J anua ry ,  relative to an U n i o n  between G reat Britain 
and Ireland was referred. T h i r d  E d i t i o n . Price Is.

4. S p e e c h  o f L o r d  A u c k l a n d , in the H oufe o f 
l eers Apri l  1, 1799, on the propoled Addrefs to his 
M ajefty, refpeftm g the Refolutions adopted by the tw o - 
H oules of Pailiam ent, as the Bafis o f an U nion between 
G reat Britain and Ireland. A new  E d i t i o n . Price Is.

5 Speech o f  the R igh t H on . S y l v e s t e r  D o u g l a s ,
in  the H ou.e o f Com m ons, I uefday, A pril 23, 1799, on
fecondmg the Motion of the Right Hon. the Chancellor
o f  the Exchequer for the Houfe to agree w ith  the Lords
m a n  Addrefs to H is M ajefty, relative to an U nion with 
Ireland. Price 3s. 6d.

6. S p e e c h  o f the R ight H on. J o h n  Lord 'Baron 
I i t z g i b b o n  (now  Earl o f  C l a r e ),  Lord H igh C han
cellor o f Ireland, delivered in the H oufe o f Peers o f Ire
land, on the Second Reading o f the Bill for the Relief of 
he Rom an C athoncs, M arch 13, 1793: w ith  an accurate 

R eport o f the S p e e c h  of the R ight H on. J o h n  F o s t e r ,
p  °  , o f Com m ons, on the fame Sub-jeCt. Price Is. 6d.
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7|TR r PO?-J, from th(r C o m m i t t e e  of S e c r e c y  of 
the Houle of Commons in Ireland, on the Iriih Rebellion,
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